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Exodus 12:2 

 

 

 

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., excerpt from “Where Do We Go From Here?,” Address Delivered at 

the Eleventh Annual Southern Christian Leadership Conference Convention (1967) 

 

Now, we got to get this thing right. What is needed is a realization that power without 

love is reckless and abusive, and that love without power is sentimental and anemic. (Yes) 
Power at its best [applause], power at its best is love (Yes) implementing the demands of 

justice, and justice at its best is love correcting everything that stands against love. (Speak) And 

this is what we must see as we move on… It is precisely this collision of immoral power with 

powerless morality which constitutes the major crisis of our times. (Yes)...  

 א  וַּיֹאֶמר ְיהָוה ֶאל-מֶֹׁשה ְוֶאל-ַאֲהרֹן, ְּבֶאֶרץ ִמְצַרִים
 ֵלאמֹר.

1 G!d spoke unto Moses and Aaron in the land of 
Egypt, saying: 

 ב  ַהחֶֹדׁש ַהֶּזה ָלֶכם, רֹאׁש ֳחָדִׁשים:  ִראׁשֹון הּוא
 ָלֶכם, ְלָחְדֵׁשי ַהָּׁשָנה.

2 'This month shall be unto you the beginning of 
months; it shall be the first month of the year to you. 

Rashi on Exodus 12:2 

Moshe was confused about the rebirth of the new 
moon — how much of it must be visible before it 
was appropriate to sanctify it [as new moon.]:  
G!d therefore pointed [the new moon] out to 
[Moshe] in the sky with a finger and said to him, “It 
should look like this when you sanctify it.”  
But how could He point it out to him, for didn’t 
G!d speak with Moshe only by day, as it is said [in 
Exodus 6:28], “And it came to pass on the day 
when the Lord spoke [unto Moses],” and [in 
Leviticus 7:38] “On the day when he 
commanded,” and [in Numbers 15:23] “From the 
day that G!d commanded and henceforward”?  
Rather, the explanation is: This distinction was 
spoken to Moses close to sunset and G!d pointed 
it out to Moses at nightfall [Mekhilta d'Rabbi 
Yishmael 12:2:1]. 

 רש"י על שמות י״א:י׳
 ִנְתַקָּׁשה מֶֹׁשה ַעל מֹוַלד ַהְּלָבָנה, ְּבֵאיזֹו ִׁשעּור ֵּתָרֶאה

  ְוִתְהֶיה ְראּוָיה ְלַקֵּדׁש,
 
 

 ְוֶהְרָאה לֹו ְּבֶאְצַּבע ֶאת ַהְּלָבָנה ָּבָרִקיַע ְוָאַמר לֹו ָּכֶזה
  ְרֵאה ְוַקֵּדׁש.

 
 

 ְוֵכיַצד ֶהְרָאהּו? ַוֲהלֹא לֹא ָהָיה ִנְדָּבר ִעּמֹו ֶאָּלא ַּבּיֹום? ֶׁשֶּנ'
 "וְַיִהי ְּביֹום ִּדֶּבר ה'" (שמות ו'), "ְּביֹום ַצּוֹתֹו" (ויקרא ז'),

  "ִמן ַהּיֹום ֲאֶׁשר ִצָּוה ה' ָוָהְלָאה" (במדבר ט"ו)?
 
 
 

 ֶאָּלא ָסמּוְך ִלְׁשִקיַעת ַהַחָּמה ֶנֶאְמָרה לֹו ָפָרָׁשה זֹו
 ְוֶהְרָאהּו ִעם ֲחֵׁשָכה:



Now we must develop progress, or rather, a program—and I can't stay on this 

long—that will drive the nation to a guaranteed annual income. Now, early in the century this 

proposal would have been greeted with ridicule and denunciation as destructive of initiative 

and responsibility. At that time economic status was considered the measure of the individual's 

abilities and talents. And in the thinking of that day, the absence of worldly goods indicated a 

want of industrious habits and moral fiber. We've come a long way in our understanding of 

human motivation and of the blind operation of our economic system. Now we realize that 

dislocations in the market operation of our economy and the prevalence of discrimination 

thrust people into idleness and bind them in constant or frequent unemployment against their 

will. The poor are less often dismissed, I hope, from our conscience today by being branded as 

inferior and incompetent. We also know that no matter how dynamically the economy 

develops and expands, it does not eliminate all poverty. 

 

Questions to consider: 

1. Why do you think G!d stops to instruct Moshe and the Israelites about the new moon 

and the calendar cycle at the moment before the people get free from captivity? 

2. What do you think was difficult for Moshe about identifying the new moon?  

3. Can you think of a time when you had a hard time identifying when it was time to start 

doing things in a new way?  

4. Why do you think the Rashi text focuses on the fact that G!d conveyed this information 

to Moshe at twilight? 

5. In this excerpt, how does Dr. King render his vision of liberation concrete and tangible?  

6. Who are the teachers, artists, writers, and thinkers in your life that help you imagine 

specific, concrete liberatory futures? 

7. As we face today’s transition of power at the federal level, are there individuals or 

groups who are helping you understand what continuing and renewing our commitment 

to a more just nation could look like? 

 


