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When I first started on this process of becoming a bar mitzvah, I didn’t even 
think I could chant my portion. I had so much stage fright. But as I worked 
longer on it, I began to get a tiny bit more confident in my abilities to do it. 
It still is one of the most, if not the most scary thing I have done in my life. 
But 2 weeks ago, I had no idea I could actually do this. Now that I have done 
it, I feel really proud of myself 

 

As I transition into a new period of my life, I want to take with me a bigger 
patience span because, frankly… it’s not very big. I especially want to be more 
patient around my brother, as impossible as this might seem. A lot of the 
time he drives me crazy so it's hard to be patient but… I have to try harder. 

 

My favorite part about being Jewish is feeling more connected to my family 
than I already do. Knowing that my parents and grandparents did the same 
things I do, like doing the same prayers and the same traditions, is kind of 
cool. 

 

Mitzvot are Jewish traditions, rituals and kind acts. To me, practicing 
Mitzvot means to treat others, yourself, and the world with compassion. My 
favorite Mitzvah that I did was when I acknowledged and appreciated my 
food and the people who made it because it made me feel like a better person. 
Before I ate anything, I thought of everybody who worked to make the food 



possible, and I either thanked them verbally or in my mind. I want to 
continue doing this as I move forward.  

 

My hopes and dreams for the future is for the coronavirus to go away, for 
competent people to get in power, and to stop poverty, global warming, and 
discrimination. My personal hopes and dreams are to be more confident 
about myself. A lot of the times, I don’t think that I can do something by 
myself. 

 

I have decided to donate a portion of my bar mitzvah money to two 
organizations: Black Organizing Project and EarthJustice. Black Organizing 
Project is a Black member-led community organization working for racial, 
social, and economic justice through grassroots organizing and community 
building in Oakland. They campaign against police violence towards black 
youth and racial disparities in school discipline, and provide programs in 
youth leadership training and community education. EarthJustice is a 
non-profit environmental law organization. It fights to protect people’s 
health, to preserve wildlife, to advance clean energy, and to combat climate 
change. I chose Black Organizing Project in response to the killing of George 
Floyd and the current fight for racial justice. I chose EarthJustice because I 
believe that protecting the environment is extremely important. 

 

 

 



 

 

I would like to thank everyone for helping me get through this. I would like 
to thank Shulamit, for teaching me the Torah Blessings and how to chant my 
parsha, and for being really positive and supportive and funny. I would like 
to thank Rabbi Carol for helping with my Drash. (Seriously, I don’t know 
where I would be without you.) Thank you to Rabbi Gray for making this 
ceremony happen even in these tough times. Thank you again to Rabbi 
Gray, and to Natalie for running the b’nai mitzvah program. It must be very 
hard managing so many of us. Thank you Eitan, my study partner, for 
making this journey more fun. Thank you to my whole B’nai Mitzvah and 
my Havarah class for being awesome, sarcastic, funny people. I didn’t know I 
would be saying this, but thank you Elliott. You may annoy me half the time, 
but the other half you are so awesome and amazing and funny, it more than 
makes up for it.  Thank you, of course, to my Mom and Dad. For creating 
me, for making me feel loved, and proud, and for making some terrible jokes. 
I love you guys so so so much. Thank you, to the rest of my family and 
friends, for your support and love and friendship, even when I felt down. 
Thank you to everyone here, for being here for this special, scary thing, and 
for believing in me when I didn’t and still don’t, believe in myself. And last 
but definitely not least, thank you Maddie. You are the most amazing, cute, 
loving, lovable dog in the whole UNIVERSE. Thank you everyone for 
coming, and Shabbat Shalom!  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


