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Breaking Down the Barriers 
by Rabbi David J. Cooper 

     In Eugene Ionesco's play, 
Rhinoceros, a man notices that 
mysteriously one-by-one 
people around him are turning 
into rhinoceroses and they do 
not notice that this is 
happening and neither do 
most of the people around 

them who will shortly become rhinoceroses themselves. 
The play is a metaphor and it captures a moment when 
people in a society begin to allow themselves, without 
thinking, to be turned into something less than whom 
they really are. 
     As I watch the growing xenophobia directed at 
immigrants and as I watch a growing Islamophobia, I 
think of Ionesco’s story and how people are allowing 
themselves to become less than their highest selves. 
And the precipitant is fear, and this is fear that has been 
stoked by demagoguery—and not just by one or 
another presidential candidate. And the message of fear 
mongering is that we are victims. And the message 
suggests that victims need victors to deliver them from 
the supposed source of their fear. 
     And the message is also that we need to build bigger 
and more impermeable walls to protect us, and the 
barriers that we build are not just physical ones like a 
wall between the U.S. and Mexico or blocking off 
Palestinian areas in the West Bank. There are the 
spiritual/psychological barriers which we could allow to 
be built within ourselves. And, as a word of caution, just 
because we believe we are good progressive people 
does not mean that we are above all this.  
     When people believe in their victimhood, they can 
become dangerous. Being a victim gives one license to 
strike out and permission to do to the other that which 
would be abhorred if it were done unto oneself. Being a 
victim allows you to disregard the humanity of the 
other, to disregard their fears, their aspirations, their 
vulnerability. 
    And once you have disregarded all this, they become 
your victims. And they then give themselves the same 
victim's license. In the Exodus story, when the Israelites 
are victimized by the Amalekites, they believe that they 
now have a license and a mandate  to genocide the 
Amalekites in turn.  
     Almost every war—if not every war—is started by 

those who claim the mantle of victimhood.     I think of 
the great anti-demagogue, Franklin Roosevelt, whose 
message had been that it was the collective efforts of 
people acting with courage that redeemed them—
rather than any dictator. Instead of cultivating fear to 
secure his power, he declared with FDR’s famous vigor 
of declamation, “The only thing we have to fear, is fear 
itself!” 
     There are habits we can cultivate to enable us to 
manifest the courage that is already within us. But these 
habits cannot be developed as you sit alone and watch 
the tube. There is the habit of being in community to 
break your isolation and to feel the power of collective 
efforts. There is the habit of being engaged across 
communities to enable you to see the humanity of 
those who are different from yourself. For example, I 
believe my image of an Iranian person must be very 
different than it would have been had I not been 
involved with the Islamic Cultural Center all these years. 
     In my sermon on Kol Nidre I spoke of the teaching of 
bell hooks who sees the education that we need as not 
something neutral, but as transgressive, prompting us 
into critical consciousness against the messages with 
which we are bombarded daily.  
     Hooks also urges us into a praxis, a way of acting and 
reflecting upon our practice that allows us to act based 
on our best understanding, but knowing that we are 
likely to make errors. If we wait before we act for the 
ultimate theory that supposedly guarantees our success 
and avoids all error, then we will either not act at all, or 
we will act on the false belief in our infallibility—and 
with this arrogance we cannot evaluate our errors and 
improve our understanding and our practice. And all 
this is easier with loving and supportive feedback. 
     Transgressive action means that we will have to take 
some risks. And since we also have our own fears and 
since we also are apt to hide behind our own barriers, 
then we may fail to take necessary risks. So for this 
reason too we need mutual aid within a supportive 
community. 
     Perhaps most important of all, as I see it, is hope. 
Without it, we fail to act and fall victim to victimhood 
and its attendant evils. And in my isolation I am more 
apt to despair. So I need supportive beloved community 
to affirm hope. And as bell hooks has said: “It is  
[continued on next page] 
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Breaking Down the Barriers 
[continued from page 1] 
imperative that we maintain hope even when the 
harshness of reality may suggest the opposite.”  
 

 
     And if we defy the fear mongering, and if we allow 
ourselves the risk of taking action, then we further the 
possibility of attaining the hope behind the liturgy of 
Oseh Shalom: peace, justice, and respect for all who 
dwell upon the planet.  

 
 
 

 
     Executively Speaking: Moments Not To Be Missed 
                                     by Michael Saxe-Taller, Executive Director

     There is something special     
happening at Kehilla.  

    I was hanging around the 
kitchen last Shabbat afternoon. 
Most of the guests who had 
come to Langston 
Buddenhagen’s Bar Mitzvah had 

left. But there was still lots of action in the kitchen. Ten 
adults were chattering away, while at the same time, 
working diligently to clean up from the lunch that 
hundreds of guests had just enjoyed.  

     This kitchen crew was made up of the parents from 
Langston’s chavurah. Every Bar and Bat Mitzvah student 
is in a chavurah with four to six other students and their 
families, and they meet together once a month to share 
a Shabbat meal. In addition to celebrating and learning 
together during the months leading up to the Bar and 
Bat Mitzvah, the families take on the commitment to set 
up, serve and clean up the meal following the Saturday 
morning service.    

     As anyone who has catered a large, festive meal 
knows, it is quite an undertaking. These families put in 
hours of hard work on behalf of each other, saving the 
Bar/Bat Mitzvah family a good deal of money, lots of 
work and lots of worry.  

     But it looks like there is even more gained from this 
experience.  

     Langston’s Bar Mitzvah was the last of the 14 
ceremonies for the Bar and Bat Mitzvah class of 2015. 
The sense I had, hanging around the kitchen, is that 
these families had been through something important 
together and had built bonds that would last. I had this 
same sense when I went upstairs and saw a bunch of 

those 14 new Bar and Bat Mitzvah young people 
hanging out, laughing and talking.   

     I have been to a number of Bar and Bat Mitzvahs 
lately, and these deep connections were evident at all of 
them. From the pride that the Bar and Bat Mitzvah 
families show while joining in the Kehilla community 
aliya to the Torah, to the joyful way that the students 
dance with that day’s celebrant after s/he has finished 
reading from the Torah, to the beautiful words that are 
shared when representatives of the chavurah present a 
gift to the Bar/Bat Mitzvah, the power of Kehilla’s Bar 
and Bat Mitzvah process is evident. 

     Synagogues all over the United States struggle to 
make the Bar and Bat Mitzvah process meaningful for 
the young person and their families. They are working 
diligently to make the service more than a performance 
or individual accomplishment, or the culmination of the 
young person and their families’ Jewish education and 
affiliation with the synagogue.   

     At Kehilla, we have a treasure, and many in our 
community don’t know about it. Talk to any of this 
year’s 14 Bar and Bat Mitzvah families, and you will hear 
just how thoughtful and meaningful the Kehilla Bar and 
Bat Mitzvah process is. You will understand the quality 
of the work done by Sandra Razieli, our Bar and Bat 
Mitzvah Program Director, our teachers, service leaders 
and musical prayer leaders.  

     This May, the first of this year’s 20 Bar and Bat 
Mitzvah services will be held.  I suggest you come and 
join me in the sanctuary, and be inspired yourself.  Or 
slip downstairs to the kitchen and get the whole 
experience.
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Kehilla’s First Annual Leadership Retreat: 

Growing Kehilla from Strength to Strength 
by Rabbi Dev Noily 

 

     On February 5-7, at Black Mountain Retreat Center 
near Cazadero, a group of Kehilla’s leaders, including 
staff, spiritual and musical prayer leaders, and lay 
leaders, will gather for Kehilla’s first annual Leadership 
Retreat.  Our working weekend will be facilitated by 
Susan Colson. 

     At the age of 31, Kehilla is becoming an 
organizational grown-up.  We are a beloved home to 
people who have been part of Kehilla from day one, to 
people who walked in the door for the first time this 
year, and to many in between.  We come to Kehilla to 
pray, to do justice work, to sing, to mourn, to walk a 
path of personal liberation, to give our children a joyful 
connection to the gifts of their heritage, and for so 
much more.  

     Built by the energy of our visionary founders, we are 
also sustained by the vision and creativity of our newer 
and younger members.  We’re in a time of 
organizational transition, and we’re developing new 
practices that can keep us supple, healthy, and strong as 
we grow. We are inviting in and integrating a new 
generation of people who share Kehilla’s vision of 
Judaism as a radical spiritual and political practice that 
can bring transformative change to our lives and our 
world.  We’re not so much passing the torch as we are 
tending the torch, and using it to light more and more 
torches. 

     As part of the deep work of organizational transition 
and development, we’re convening this leadership 
retreat.  Its purpose is to widen the circle, and to open 
and connect the smaller circles, of people who are 
thinking well and deeply about Kehilla’s health and 
future.  The retreat will bring together our staff, board 
members, committee chairs, spiritual leaders, musical  

 

prayer leaders, and others who are investing time and 
energy in sustaining and growing our community.  
We’re also reaching out to some newer folks, and to 
people who bring more demographic diversity to our 
leadership, including young adults and people with 
school-age kids. 

     No decisions will be made for Kehilla at the retreat.  
The idea is to bring together people from the many 
different centers of energy that pulse through our 
community, to weave new connections among people, 
and to draw diverse voices into a shared narrative of 
Kehilla’s story—past, present and future.  And to bring 
all of it back to seed even more connection throughout 
our whole community. 

     Based on models that have worked well in other 
communities, attendance at this first retreat is by 
invitation.  We’ve learned already that the group we 
want to convene has a fuzzy edge, and there are many 
more people who might be part of the retreat than we 
can accommodate – both because of space limitations 
at the retreat site, and because a moderately sized 
group (60-80 people) will allow each person who comes 
to have a real voice in the conversation.   

     This first retreat will be an experiment, and based on 
the feedback from the whole community we will make 
adjustments for next year.  We’ll report back to the 
community after the retreat.  We welcome your 
feedback.  Please be in touch with Michael Saxe-Taller 
and/or Rabbi Dev with your questions, comments and 
suggestions. 

     And save the date for another weekend away with 
our Kehilla crew.  The Annual Retreat will be at Bort 
Meadow in Anthony Chabot regional park July 1-3, 
2016!
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Rabbinic Transition Report
 

 
     This past August, the Kehilla Board of Trustees 
formed a temporary Rabbinic Transition Team and 
tasked the team with facilitating community 
engagement in response to the announcement of our 
upcoming rabbinic transition involving Rabbi David and 
Rabbi Dev. We are excited to report that the first stage 
of this transition has been completed.  
 
     Our Transition Team communicated with and 
engaged Kehilla members in a number of ways, 
including: 

 Producing a “Kehilla in Transition” newsletter 
outlining the many aspects of the rabbinic 
transition; 

 Convening three open forums for Kehilla 
members, one aimed at Kehilla School families 
and two open to the congregation at large, at 
which congregants had the opportunity to 
share their thoughts on the transition; 

 Communicating with individuals, either by 
email or in person about their thoughts and 
concerns. 

     The Transition Team recently presented a report to 
the Kehilla Board of Trustees outlining the process and 
what was learned, and offering recommendations going 
forward.  

    Highlights of what was learned: 
 There is deep appreciation for all that Rabbi 

David has offered during his tenure as Kehilla’s 
Community Rabbi; 

 There were many expressions of appreciation 
and support for Rabbi Dev’s contributions to 
Kehilla as Associate Rabbi and as School 
Director; 

 There is great trust in Rabbi Dev’s capacity to 
fulfill the senior rabbi role and excitement at 
the prospect; 

 Congregants let us know aspects of Rabbi 
David’s service to the community that they 
hope will be preserved, as well as aspects of the 
senior rabbi role that they hope will be 
prioritized under Rabbi Dev’s leadership; 

 Congregants appreciated being informed and 
engaged in the process and want this to 
continue through out the period of the 
transition. 

 
Going Forward: 

 Kehilla’s Personnel Committee and the Board of 
Trustees, in consultation with the Finance 
Committee, will be overseeing the continuation 
of the transition process.  

 They are working on the structure of the 
transition year, July 2016-June 2017, in which 
Rabbi David and Rabbi Dev will both shift their 
roles to become “co-rabbis.”  

 They are also addressing the structural shifts 
that will happen in July 2017 when Rabbi David 
diminishes his role and Rabbi Dev moves fully 
into the senior rabbinic role. 

 
     The Board will inform the congregation once more 
details have been determined. If you have further 
questions or concerns, please contact Executive 
Director, Michael Saxe-Taller 
(Michael@kehillasynagogue.org) and he will pass on 
your thoughts to the appropriate people. 
 
     Thank you to all who participated in the process. 
 
Rabbinic Transition Team 
Karen Cohn, Barbara Petterson, Ralph Silber, Richard 
Speiglman, Naomi Tucker and Michael Saxe-Taller 
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Beyond Shabbat 
by Beth Bittle, Managing Director 

 

      

     Welcome to Beyond Shabbat!   

 The Kehilla Hanukkah Celebration was full of fun, 
music and latkes.  Thank you to Jack Stuber for making 
over 900 latkes for the celebration! It is amazing that Jack 
continues to make all the latkes for the Hebrew school 
celebration as well as the big Saturday night Hanukkah 
celebration, all as a volunteer year after year.  Thank you 
Jack!   

Joining Jack in the kitchen this year to get all the latkes 
and other food out were Malka and Jenna Stover-Kemp, 
Remedios Martinez and Sue Kearney.  Our volunteers who 
helped with setup, greeting and cleanup were Natalie 
Roden, Jaime McGrath, Claudia Reet, Julie Patrusky and 
Sheella Mierson.  Thank you to Anna Martin for organizing 
the talent and Loel Soloman for being our talent show MC. 
Thank you to the Klezmer band and the Hanukkah singers 
for the wonderful lively performances.  

 

 

       Pictured: Remedios, Malka and Jack 

For all Avodah opportunities, sign up by contacting me, 
Beth Bittle, at (510) 547-2424, ext. 106 or 
Beth@KehillaSynagogue.org.  

Sign up with Jan Herzog, Kiddush Coordinator, at 
KiddushSponsor@kehillasynagogue.org to sponsor a 
Kiddush.  Kiddush Sponsors are responsible for 
purchasing and delivering Challot, grape juice, desserts 
and drinks, and having it set-up at Kehilla by 7:20PM on 
Fridays (5:50PM for Tot Shabbat) and 10:15AM on 
Saturdays.   

Upcoming Avodah Opportunities: 

 January 23rd, Chai Shabbat: 
 Setting up the Kiddush before service 
 Cleanup after Kiddush  

 Finishing up the garden project 
 Raking out the rest of the mulch to cover 

the ground at the front of the building 
 

Kiddush Sponsorships available 

 Saturday, January 2nd: Shabbat 
 Saturday, January 9th: Family Shabbat 
 Friday, January 15th:  Kabbalat Shabbat 
 Saturday, January 16th: Shabbat 
 Friday, January 22nd: Tot Shabbat 
 Saturday, January 23rd: Chai Shabbat 
 Saturday, January 30th: Shabbat 
 Saturday, February 6th: Shabbat 
 Saturday, February 13th: Shabbat 
 Friday, February 19th:  Kabbalat Shabbat 
 Saturday, February 20th: Family Shabbat 

 

Thank you Kiddush Sponsors! 

December 5 – Andrea DuBrow & Paul Buddenhagen in 
honor of the Bar Mitzvah of their son, Langston 
Buddenhagen.
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Presentation by the Chevra 

Kadisha 
 about Sh'mirah 

An aspect of traditional  
Jewish mourning practice 

 

 

 

Tuesday, January 5, 7-9pm 

   Join us for a presentation and discussion of the 
meanings and importance of this practice, in which 
a shomer (pl. shomrim) watches over the deceased.  
We will cover the history and cultural significance 
of sh'mirah, as well as what to expect. 
  If you have ever participated, we welcome your 
questions and stories.  If you are curious about this 
practice and think you might be interested, this is 
your opportunity to find out more.   

 

Nava Tehila in Concert 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Sunday January 17, 7:30pm 

Sponsored by Kehilla, Chochmat HaLev,  
Congregation Bnai Tikvah, and Urban Adamah 

    Join the musical prayer leaders of Nava Tehila, 
Jerusalem, for an evening of delight as they invite us to 
travel into the landscape of holiness and joy. Through 
chanting Psalms and Song of Songs with original 
melodies and guided intentions, we will connect to the 
spirit and allow it to fill our hearts and uplift our souls. 
   The Nava Tehila ensemble is an off-shoot of the Nava 
Tehila Jewish Renewal Congregation in Jerusalem that 
has gained a reputation for its original and uplifting 
music, that can now be heard and sung in synagogues 
across Israel and throughout the globe. 
     Members of Sponsoring Organizations: $20   
General Public: $25.  Tickets at www.chochmat.org 

At Chochmat HaLev, 2215 Prince St., Berkeley 

 

Art & Poetry for Peace 
Saturday, January 9 

 
New Artists' Reception: 3:30-6:30pm 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

     Kehilla is honored to present a show of art created by 
prisoners from San Quentin. All paintings were created for 
the “Day of Peace,” an annual event begun approximately 
five years ago by men at San Quentin in response to 
violence at San Quentin and in the community.   
     At 5:30, Kehilla member Carol Newborg, program 
director for the San Quentin Art Department, will give a 
brief talk. 

 
Poetry Reading: 7:00-9:00pm 

  
    
 
 
 
  
 
 
    
   
  As part of our “Art & Poetry for Peace” events, we are 
honored to host two poets who have taught within the 
state prison system at San Quentin and Salinas Valley. 
   Rose Black currently teaches poetry at Salinas Valley 
State Prison. Her poetry has been widely published in 
journals and anthologies. 
   Judith Tannenbaum has taught in schools and prisons for 
decades, serves as training coordinator with SF’s 
WritersCorps and speaks nationally on prison arts. 
    $10 donation request for poetry reading (no one turned 
away) 

     Feel free to come to one or both events. We hope to 
see you there! 

  ~The Kehilla Art Gallery Committee 
 

In the Fireside Room 

 

 
Rose Black 

 
Judith Tannenbaum 
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Tu B'shvat Forum on the East Bay Hills Tree Controversy 
Presented by the Greening Committee 

                     Saturday, January 23, 1:30pm 
by Bill Lazarus

     The Federal Emergency 
Management Agency has 
allocated more than $5.5 
million to cut more than 

200,000 eucalyptus and other “non-native” trees from 
Lake Chabot to Wildcat Canyon across the East Bay 
hills, and to apply herbicide for years running to 
prevent regrowth. In round numbers, the project 
involves 1,000 acres. UC Berkeley plans to cut 22,000 
eucalyptus, acacia and Monterey pine trees on 100 of 
those acres, according to the executive summary of 
FEMA’s Environmental Impact Statement (“EIS”) on the 
project. That equals about 220 trees per acre. 
     The EIS does not detail the total numbers of trees to 
be destroyed on the other 900 acres of project lands 
owned by the City of Oakland and the East Bay 
Regional Park District. Native oak and bay laurel trees 
will not be cut. 
     The project stands delayed pending litigation 
brought by the Hills Conservation Network (HCN) and 
the San Francisco chapter of the Sierra Club, which 
have asserted opposing views on the matter. HCN 
specifically challenges plans presented by the City of 
Oakland and UC Berkeley, though not those of the park 

district, which advocates thinning of eucalyptus and 
other non-native trees and management to reduce fire 
risk. 
     The Sierra Club area chapter has entered the 
litigation, asserting that thinning and management 
would be far too expensive, and  advocating 
destruction in phases of all non-native eucalyptus, 
acacia, and Monterey pine trees on thousand of acres 
across the East Bay hills, hoping to enable growth of 
native vegetation. The two organizations have recently 
been engaged in mediation, seeking to informally 
resolve the litigation. 
     On Saturday, January 23, 2016, starting at 1:30 p.m., 
Kehilla will host a forum featuring two individuals long 
involved with the issue and recently with the mediation 
efforts: Norman LaForce, chair of the Sierra Club's East 
Bay public lands committee, and Dan Grassetti, 
director of the Hills Conservation Network. LaForce and 
Grassetti will each give brief presentations, after which 
the forum will be open to questions from the audience. 
The forum is scheduled to last an hour after Shabbat 
services and kiddush, though it may be extended if 
questions remain.

 
 

CHAI Shabbat Morning Service  

Saturday, January 23 
10:00am-12noon 

Song of the Sea (Shirat HaYam) Interactive Torah Chanting! 

     Not just our big blow-out of Chai Shabbat, but more music and an interactive Torah service. 
Why? This week the Torah reading (singing actually) is from the song of sea-crossing that the Torah 
tells of Moses and Miriam. Hazzan Shulamit does the song together with the congregation in a 
call/response style. All of our musical leaders join Shulamit along with Debbie Fier’s drumming 
orchestra, Ketzev Kehilla (“Kehilla beat”) 
   In the sanctuary. Kiddush and oneg to follow. Please bring veggie food to share.  
   After the Kiddush/oneg, there will be a discussion led by our Greening Committee on the issue of 
the cutting down of the East Bay’s eucalyptus trees. 
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"In the Image" Film Showing 
Palestinian Women Capture the Occupation 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Saturday, January 30, 7pm
     Join the Kehilla Middle East Peace Committee for a 
showing of the award- winning film, In the Image. 
Questions and answers with the director, Kehilla 
member Judith Montell. 
     Winner of The Audience Award from Films de 
Femmes Festival, France and the Edward Snowden 
Award from the Filmes de Nuit in Lisbon, In the Image 
explores the daily lives of Palestinian women living in 
the occupied West Bank. 
     The Camera Project, a unique collaboration of 
Palestinians and Israelis created by the Jerusalem-
based human rights organization B’Tselem, gave 
volunteers video cameras and taught them how to film. 
And film they did, capturing stunning images of human 
rights abuses by settlers and the army alongside the 
nuances of their own lives. 

     The strikingly personal footage they produce brings 
the viewer into the homes and daily existence of 3 
women, helping close the gap between Western 
preconceptions of Palestinians and their lived reality. 
     Broadcast on YouTube and other internet sites, 
footage collected by The Camera Project has gone viral 
in many countries, including Israel, and helped 
challenge the media stereotypes we have accepted. 
Some of the videos have been admitted as evidence in 
Israeli courts and helped lead to the convictions of 
abusive soldiers and their superiors. 
     Co-sponsored by Jewish Voice for Peace, Bay Area, 
The Faith Trio (Kehilla Community Synagogue, 
Montclair Presbyterian Church and the Islamic Cultural 
Center of Northern California), Keep Hope Alive Bay 
Area: Presbyterians, Lighthouse Mosque, Oakland  
Cost: $5-10 (no one turned away). Light bites.

 
 

 

 
Gathering for Kehilla Activists 

Sunday, January 31, 2:00-4:30pm

Kehilla activists of all social and environmental 
justice passions are invited to an informal gathering 
sponsored by Kehilla’s Economic Justice Committee. 

Whether your interest is economic justice, the 
environment, politics, civil rights or any other matter of 
community concern, you are invited to the home of 
Laura Finkler and Larry Walter, 4329 Rettig Ave., 
Oakland, to get to know better other congregants and 

to hear (and present if you'd like) short descriptions of 
ways to be involved. 

This is a follow-up to the event that we held in June, 
but unlike that one, it will primarily be a social 
gathering, with little programming. The purpose is to 
help Kehilla activists (or want-to-be’s) connect about 
work both inside and outside the congregation.  RSVP 
please, via email, larryandlaura@comcast.net,    or by 
phone, (510) 482-4948.  
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Book Discussion Group 

by Jan Herzog 
     All Kehilla members are invited to join us for our 
meetings on the second Monday of the month at 7pm. 
Below are summaries of the books we will read and 
discuss, taken from Amazon. 
       Monday, January 11, 7pm:  The Periodic Table by 
Primo Levi.  This book  is this year's selection by Jewish 
Learning Works.  Book groups all over the Bay Area will 
be reading and discussing this book.  There will also be 
events all over the Bay Area.   To get a copy of the book 
please contact Joseph at jsklar3826@yahoo.com.   
     The Periodic Table is largely a memoir of the years 
before and after Primo Levi’s transportation from his 
native Italy to Auschwitz as an anti-Facist partisan and a 
Jew.  
     It recounts the story of the Piedmontese Jewish 
community from which Levi came, of his years as a 

student and young chemist at the inception of the 
Second World War, and of his investigations into the 
nature of the material world.  It  provides crucial links 
both personal and intellectual, in the tremendous 
project of remembrance that is Levi’s gift to posterity. 
Levi’s masterpiece represents his most impassioned 
response to the events that engulfed him.  The Periodic 
Table stands as a monument to those things in us that 
are capable of resisting and enduring in the face of 
tyranny. 
     Monday, February 8, 7pm.  We will be discussing The 
Marriage of Opposites, by Alice Hoffman 
      For more information please contact Jan Herzog at 
jankaye@juno.com. 

 

  

Gratitude from Hazzan Shulamit 
     I want to share my deep gratitude for the 
ongoing love and support I have 
experienced from our beloved community 
through the first year of mourning my abba. 
It is truly a blessing to move amongst such a 
wise and loving gang of comrades in 
grieving, growing, praising, and being with 
what is.  

Our Annual  
“Learn-the-Shabbat-Morning-Service”  

Saturday, January 30 
10:00am-12:30pm 

 
    Ever find yourself puzzled by the rituals and choreography of 
the Saturday Morning Service? Once a year we actually do the 
service with explanations and interactive segments to learn the 
themes, customs and the choreography of the service. The 
service, led by Rabbi David and Julie Nesnansky is open to 
everybody (and a requirement for the Bar Bat Mitzvah families 
of the coming year). 
  Please bring a vegetarian potluck dish to share for a kiddush-
lunch. 
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Adult Education Classes Winter 2016 

To Register for Classes: You can register and pay online at www.KehillaSynagogue.org (click on the 
"LEARN" link and then click on Adult Education), or send check payable to Kehilla to Kehilla, 
 1300 Grand Ave., Piedmont, CA 94610.  

A Radical Judaism for Our Time 
Taught by Rabbis David Cooper and Burt Jacobson 
Begins Thursday, January 21, 7pm. 
Can one be spiritual without believing in “God”? Have 
the discoveries of science meant that religious “truth” 
is now obsolete? How do we understand the claims of 
the Torah once we admit that it was written by human 
beings? These are some of the questions tackled by the 
path-breaking theologian, Rabbi Arthur Green, in his 
book Radical Judaism. Green is neither a theist nor an 
atheist. He draws on the language of the Kabbalah and 
Hasidism to argue that a mystical perspective can help 
us reframe these questions so that our world may yet 
be viewed as a dwelling place of the sacred. 
In this seven session class we will consider what we 
mean by “God” or “Spirit,” and we will examine what 
Rabbi Green has to say about the genesis and meaning 
of existence, human nature and revelation to construct 
a new Judaism for the 21st century. Rabbi Green plans 
to join us via Skype for the final session. 
Dates:  Thursdays, January 21, February 4, 18, March 3, 
17, 31, April 14 (every alternate Thursday, 7 sessions) 
Time: 7pm-9:15pm   
Cost: $150 members, $175 nonmembers 

 
Jewish Tastes from “Cooking Round the World” 
Taught by Victoria Bloedau 
For several years Kehilla member Mindy Meyers has 
offered her “Cooking Round the World” 
(www.cookingroundtheworld)  summer camp for kids 
at Kehilla.  Now she has arranged to show us how to 
make (and eat!) some wonderful twists on some old 
Jewish favorites from near and far. The classes will be 
taught by Cooking Round the World’s assistant 
director, Victoria Bloedau. A California native, Victoria 
has avidly explored the cultivation and preparation of 
artful, nourishing food since childhood, and has 
immersed herself in the worlds of Agroecology, 
promoting sustainable food, and celebrating the 
cuisines of myriad cultures. 

Monday, January 4: Sephardic and Mizrahi Jewish 
Favorites 
Come join us as we venture into the world of Sephardic 
and Mizrahi cooking! We’ll be making Lebanese baba 

ganoush, Moroccan couscous, and Turkish baklava. 
Delicious! 

Monday, February 1: Chocolate Jewish Treats 
Learn how to make traditional Jewish treats with a 
chocolate twist: chocolate babka, chocolate banana 
blintzes, and a Jewish dream-dessert: 
chocolate/caramel covered matzah. 

Monday, March 7: Hipper Hamantaschen 
It's time to go hamentashen-alternative. With one 
dough and many fillings—savory and sweet—the 
possibilities are endless: caramelized onion and goat 
cheese savory pizza hamantaschen, coffee cake 
hamantaschen, lemon bar hamantaschen, and 
chocolate ganache and salted caramel hamantaschen! 
Time: 7:00-9:00 pm  Location: Kehilla Kitchen 
Cost:  $40/class, for Kehilla members; $50/class for 
general public.   Check out other cooking classes 
around town--this is a bargain, and a wonderful gift to 
Kehilla!    
 

Learn to Chant from the Torah with Hazzan 
Shulamit 
Begins Wednesday, February 10, 9:30am. 
This 10 session course will teach those who can 
read/decode the Hebrew aleph-bet to learn the ancient 
system of chanting from the Torah. Week by week, you 
will learn the melodies of the cantillation symbols 
(trope marks) and and apply them to Torah text. At 
least 15 minutes of daily study between sessions is 
necessary in order to keep up with the pace of the 
course. Whether or not you ever intend to chant from 
the Torah in a prayer service, this is an exciting 
opportunity to delve into the music of Torah and 
explore it's interpretive prowess. Musical proficiency is 
not required, but it's necessary to be able to carry a 
tune. We will use "The Art of Torah Cantillation" as our 
study guide, available at Afikomen Judaica. 
Dates: Feb 10, 17, 24, (skip 1 week), March 9, 16, 23, 
30, April 6, 13, (skip 2 weeks), May 4  
10 sessions, 90 minutes each (15 total class hours) 
Time: Wednesday mornings, 9:30am-11:00am  
Cost: Sliding scale: $240-$360 members,  $280-$400 
non-members 
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Saturday Afternoon Series 
This year, we are experimenting with a monthly series 
of teachings designed to introduce congregants to a 
wide variety of topics and teachers.  No homework is 
involved, no knowledge or background is required, and 
the material is suitable for adults and motivated teens.   

Shabbat Afternoon Teaching: Developing An 
Authentic and Personal Shabbat Practice 
February 20, 3pm 
Taught by Rabbi Chaya Gusfield 
When we think about Shabbat, many things may come 
to our minds and hearts—songs, prayers, rituals. For 
this afternoon’s experience we will not attempt to 
learn the words and tunes; rather, we will explore the 

intention and spirit of Shabbat and how each one of us 
can find our own personal Shabbat practice that will 
enhance our relationship with Shabbat. No experience 
or lots of experience with Shabbat welcome. 
Date:  February 20 
Time: 3:00-5:00 pm           Location: Fireside Room 
Cost: $18 for members of Kehilla, $24 general public 
To Register:  You can register online  or send check 
payable to Kehilla to Kehilla, 1300 Grand Ave, 
Piedmont, CA 94610. 
 
 
 
 

Kehilla Community Synagogue 
Please use the following number for all staff:  (510) 547-2424 

Community Rabbi, David J. Cooper,        
Rabbidavid@kehillasynagogue.org 

Associate Rabbi & School Director, Rabbi Dev Noily 
RabbiDev@kehillasynagogue.org 

Executive Director,  Michael Saxe-Taller 
Michael@kehillasynagogue.org 

Managing Director, Beth Bittle 
Beth@kehillasynagogue.org 

Hazzan Shulamit Wise Fairman 
Shulamit@kehillasynagogue.org 

Bar/Bat Mitvzah Program Director, Sandra Razeili 
Sandra@kehillasynagogue.org 

Founding Rabbi, Burt Jacobson   (510) 283-5704 
RabBurt@earthlink.net 
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Communications Coordinator,  
Sasha Gottfried 
Sasha@kehillasynagogue.org 

School & Administrative Assistant, 
Natalie Boskin  
Natalie@kehillasynagogue.org 

Bookkeeper, Molly Melamed 

Events Line: 

Fax: (510) 547-2442 

Chevra Kadisha: 
Jane Hoberman: 510-843-6047 

Committee Against Abuse: 
Steven Falk: 510-339-0517 

Spiritual Life Practices Committee Co-
Chairs:  Shoshana Finacom 
Spirituallife@kehillasynagogue.org 
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Muslims, Christians and Jews in Oakland Mark 10 Years of Friendship: 
Interfaith Shabbat Morning Service and Climate Mobilization March and Rally  

at Lake Merritt in Oakland, California 

by Lea Delson 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
     The Faith Trio is an alliance of Muslims, Christians 
and Jews of three congregations in the Oakland, 
California area: the Islamic Cultural Center of Northern 
California, Montclair Presbyterian Church, and Kehilla 
Community Synagogue. The Faith Trio formed as a 
result of the attacks of September 11, 2001. One 
Sunday weeks after the attacks, three Muslim women 
(a mother and her two grown daughters) visited 
Montclair Presbyterian Church. After the service one 
Christian woman asked if she and others could visit an 
event at the Islamic Cultural Center. That year Muslim-
Christian friendships developed as members of both 
congregations joined in each others’ events leading to 
annual Harvest Dinners. In 2005 Kehilla Community 
Synagogue joined the alliance, bringing together the 
three "Abrahamic Faiths" and calling themselves the 
Faith Trio.  
     The Faith Trio has organized interfaith art 
exhibitions, poetry readings, text study sessions and 
participants have volunteered together at a food bank. 
These activities are organized through monthly 
meetings of representatives from each congregation, 
the Faith Trio committee.  
     On November 21, 2015, an interfaith Shabbat 
morning service was sponsored by the Faith Trio. The  

 
 

 
 
worship service was organized and led by Rabbi David 
Cooper of Kehilla Community Synagogue and was 
attended by about 80 people from the three 
congregations and others. Following the 
service, participants joined thousands of others in a 
march to Frank Ogawa Plaza in front of Oakland City 
Hall and a rally to demand meaningful action at 
the international conference in Paris to reduce carbon 
emissions and curb climate change. The march and 
rally were organized by the NorCal  
Climate Mobilization. 
     The interfaith Shabbat service incorporated prayers 
and readings from the holy writings of the three 
“Abrahamic religions” (Islam, Christianity and Judaism) 
while following the traditional structure of a Jewish 
Shabbat morning service. Singers Julie Nesnansky and 
Beth Dickinson and drummer Debbie Fier accompanied 
the readings and prayers. Readers were Rashid Patch, 
Ali Sheikholeslami and Mehrnoosh Paya of the Islamic 
Cultural Center of Northern California, Peggy Alter 
and David Siegenthaler of Montclair Presbyterian 
Church, and Lea Delson of Kehilla Community 
Synagogue. Local participants in the interfaith service 
were joined by a group of 20 Jewish teenagers visiting 
from two synagogues in Oregon (Corvallis and 
Ashland), and also by local teenagers involved in JYCA 
(Jewish Youth for Community Action), who contributed 
a lot of spirit and enthusiasm. 
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Thank You for Your Generosity

ANNUAL FUND 
Marjorie Cox 
Jeffrey Hoffman 

GENERAL FUND 
Sandy Bredt & Em Herzstein  
Michael & Dana Gill in honor of Rabbi Dev Noily & Sara 
Felder 

RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND 
Julie Bussgang & Rich Bernius in appreciation of a 
wonderful B’nai Mitzvah 

Bracha & Don Stone 

SAGE FUND 
Bracha & Don Stone 

TERUMAH FUND 
Anonymous 
Madeleine Adkins in memory of Jaime Tucker and 
Susan Schacht 
Amy Bat Tzipora 
Marcia Brooks in memory of David McPhail 
Karen Cohn & Teri Gruenwald in honr of Amy Pitt's and 
Fred Cohn's recovery 
Rabbi David J. Cooper in honor of Joel Kreisberg 
Marjorie Cox 
Lisa Feldstein in honor of Jennifer Tucker and in 
memory of Jaime Tucker 

Shoshana & Dave Finacom in honor of our spiritual 
leadership and staff 
Marilyn Golden 
Heather Jolly 
Rachele Kanigel in memory of Charles Kanigel 
Joel Kreisberg & The Louisa Kreisberg Family 
Foundation 
Irene McPhail 
Elena Moser and Janet Linder in memory of Sheila 
Cohen 
Rabbi Dev Noily & Sara Felder Noily 
Charlie Prins 
Karen Rachels in memory of David McPhail 
Rachel Reiley in honor of Rabbi Dev 
Nikki Sachs 
Susan Schulman  
Bracha & Don Stone 
Melani Van Petten in honor of the people of Paris 

KIDDUSH FUND 
Marjorie Cox, Jenna & Malka Stover-Kemp, Jacque 
Gothard, Don & Bracha Stone in honor of those who 
have sustained Kehilla to create a home for new Jews 
to be able to grow and be celebrated in the fullness of 
who they are. 

NEW KITCHEN STOVE FUND IN MEMORY OF 
JAIME TUCKER 
Dolores Taller 

 
Thank You for Your Donations to the Alameda County  

Community Food Bank Holiday Dinner Drive 
 

Anonymous 
Ellen Becker & Howard Hamburger 
Isabel Berkelhammer 
Monica Berson & Siraj Omar 
Mandy Bratt 
Marjorie Cox 
Shoshana & Dave Finacom 
Hope Friedman 
Karen Friedman 
Helen Frommer & Steve Lipton 
Elisa Gershon & Michael Butler 
Susan Goldstein 
Susan Greenwald 
Rachele Kanigel & Laird Harrison 
Shoshana Halle 
Stephanie Hochman & David Drum 
Deborah Kaufman 

 

 
Lappen Family Foundation 
Florence Lewis 
Julie Litwin & Shelley Sella 
Nelson & Mika Max 
Irene McPhail 
Eleanor Rush & James Puskar 
Nikki Sachs 
Carla Schick 
Carolyn Schour 
Ralph Silber 
Alan Snitow 
Cathy Steirn 
Bracha & Don Stone 
Dolores Taller 
Beth Weinberger 
Lenore Weiss 
Alice Wilkins



 
14 

 
 

 

 

January 2016 
Fri., Jan. 1. Kehilla offices closed. 

Fri., Jan. 1.  No Kabbalat Shabbat Service. Join us on 
January 15 f& January 29 (5th Frliday!) for Kabbalat 
Shabbat. 

Sat., Jan. 2, 10:30am. Shabbat Morning Service. With 
Rabbi David and a Musical Prayer Leader. Today we 
begin the second book of the Torah, Exodus (Sh’mot) 
and in today’s Torah reading we find the story of the 
Burning Bush which is the longest dialogue between 
human and God in the Torah (Exodus 3:1-4:17. We will 
look at the entire conversation and have a leisurely 
discussion about this critical mythic moment. In the 
Fireside Room. Please bring veggie food for kiddush. 

Sat., Jan. 2, 12:00 noon, Oneg – Social Gathering. Feel 
free to come for the oneg even if you can’t make it for 
the service. If you can, bring a veggie dish to share. 

Mon., Jan. 4, 7pm.  "Jewish Tastes from Cooking 
Round the World: " Class: Sephardic and Mizrahi 
Jewish Favorites.  Kitchen. (See p. 10 for details.) 

Tues., Jan. 5, 1:45pm. Yoga Class with Sandra Razieli. 
Fireside Room. 

Tues., Jan. 5,  7pm.  Presentation by the Chevra 
Kadisha about Sh'mirah, an aspect of traditional 
Jewish mourning practice.  Fireside Room. (See p. 5 for 
details.) 

Wed., Jan. 6, 8-8:30am. Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room (enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview). 

Wed., Jan. 6, 6:30pm. Spiritual Life Practices Meeting. 
Fireside Room. 

Thurs., Jan. 7, 4-6pm. Kehilla School.   

Thurs., Jan. 7, 4-6pm.  Drop-in Torah Study and 
Discussion Group. Everyone is welcome and 
appreciated! Besht Lounge. Free. 

Sat., Jan. 9. No Shabbat Service. 

Sat., Jan. 9.  Art & Poetry for Peace.  

     3:30-6:30pm:  New Art Reception featuring art 
created by prisoners from San Quentin.  
   5:30pm: Kehilla member Carol Newborg, program 
director for the San Quentin Art Department, will give a 
brief talk.  

  7-9pm:  Poetry Reading featuring two poets who have 
taught within the state prison system at San Quentin 
and Salinas Valley, Rose Black and Judith Tannenbaum. 
$10 donation requested (no one turned away.)   
Fireside Room. 

Sat., Jan. 9, 10:30am-12:00pm, Family Shabbat with 
Rabbi Dev, Beth Dickinson, and Jenna Stover-Kemp. 
A family, child, and teen friendly service filled with 
upbeat songs and prayers geared to younger 
participants but meaningful to people of all ages. 
Please bring veggie food for kiddush.  

Sat., Jan. 9, 12:00 noon, Oneg – Social Gathering. Feel 
free to come for the oneg even if you can’t make it for 
the service. If you can, bring a veggie dish to share. 

Sun., Jan. 10, 9:30am. Joyfully Jewish for 
Kindergarteners & Their Grown-Ups. Back Classroom, 
main floor. 

Sun., Jan. 10, 10:30am. Mitzvah Exploration Group. 
Taught by Bracha Stone. Third class in the series. At 
private home. 

Mon., Jan. 11, 7pm. Book Discussion Group. We will 
discuss The Periodic Table by Primo Levi.  Emma 
Goldman Room.  (See article, p. 9.) 

Tues., Jan. 12, 1:45pm. Yoga Class with Sandra Razieli. 
Fireside Room. 

Wed., Jan. 13, 8-8:30am. Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room (enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview). 

Thurs., Jan. 14, 4-6pm. Kehilla School.  

Thurs., Jan. 14, 4-6pm.  Drop-in Torah Study and 
Discussion Group. Everyone is welcome and 
appreciated! Besht Lounge. Free. 

Fri., Jan. 15, 7:30pm. Kabbalat Shabbat Service. With 
Hazzan Shulamit & Julie Nesnansky.  Join us to light 
Shabbat candles and for a song-filled and soulful 
evening of ecstatic and contemplative prayer. Please 
bring veggie finger-food for kiddush. 

Fri., Jan. 15, 9pm. Oneg – Social Gathering. Feel free to 
come for the oneg even if you can’t make it for the 
service. If you can, bring a veggie dish to share. 

Sat., Jan. 16, 10:30am-12:15ish, Shabbat Morning 
Service, with Rabbi David. A shorter intimate service 
with a Torah discussion about how the Exodus 
narrative became a common-mythos in liberation 
struggles around the world with Exodus-related 
readings from those struggles. If you are interested in 
chanting (leyning) Torah this morning the selections 
are Ex. 12: 33-36; 12:37-39; 12:40-42).  

Kehilla Community Synagogue 
1300 Grand Avenue (at Fairview)  

Piedmont, CA  94610 
(510) 547-2424 

Please come fragrance-free to all Kehilla events,  
for the health of people with respiratory conditions  

and chemical sensitivities.  
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Sat., Jan. 16, 12:00noon, Oneg – Social Gathering. Feel 
free to come for the oneg even if you can’t make it for 
the service. If you can, bring a veggie dish to share. 

Sun., Jan. 17, 7:30pm.  Nava Tehila in Concert. Co-
sponsored by Kehilla, Chochmat HaLev, Congregation 
Bnai Tikvah, and Urban Adamah. At Chochmat HaLev, 
2215 Prince St., Berkeley. (See  p. 6 for details.) 

Mon., Jan. 18. Kehilla offices closed. M.L. King Day. 

Tues., Jan. 19, 1:45pm. Yoga Class with Sandra Razieli. 
Fireside Room. 

Tues., Jan. 19, 6:30pm. Middle East Peace Committee 
Meeting. Fireside Room. 

Wed., Jan. 20, 8-8:30am. Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room (enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview). 

Thurs., Jan. 21, 4-6pm. Kehilla School.  

Thurs., Jan. 21, 4-6pm.  Drop-in Torah Study and 
Discussion Group. Everyone is welcome and 
appreciated! Besht Lounge. Free. 

Thurs., Jan. 21, 7pm. "A Radical Judaism for Our 
Time."  First class of the series. Taught by Rabbis David 
Cooper and Burt Jacobson. Fireside Room. (See p. 10 
for details.) 

Fri., Jan. 22, 6:30pm. Tot Shabbat. For children up to 5 
years old (or older if they would enjoy it) and their 
grown-ups. Led by Jen Miriam Kantor, Alon Altman and 
Jen’s puppet friends. Please bring a vegetarian potluck 
dish to share if you can. Fireside Room.  

Sat., Jan. 23, 10:00am-12:15pm. CHAI Shabbat 
Morning Service: Song of the Sea (Shirat HaYam). This 
week is one of Hazzan Shulamit’s favorite Shabbatot 
because the Torah reading from Exodus 15 is the song 
of Moses and Miriam. Thus this day is called Shabbat 
Shirah, the Sabbath of song . Come enjoy an especially 
musical and festive Shabbat and a call & response 
chanting from Shirat HaYam. Led by Kehilla’s spiritual 
and musical leaders and Ketzev Kehilla, our drumming 
orchestra under Debbie Fier’s leadership. (See p. 7 for 
details.) 

Sat., Jan. 23, 12:15pm. Potluck Lunch/Oneg – Social 
Gathering. Feel free to come for the oneg even if you 
can’t make it for the service. Please bring a veggie dish 
to share.  

Sat., Jan. 23, 1:30pm. Tu b'shvat Forum on the East 
Bay Hills Tree Controversy. Presented by the Greening 
Committee. (See p. 7 for details.) 

Sun., Jan. 24, 9:30am. Joyfully Jewish for 
Kindergarteners & Their Grown-Ups. Back Classroom, 
main floor. 

Sun., Jan. 24, 10:00am. Join Wilderness Torah to 
celebrate Tu B’shvat, the New Year of the Trees, in the 
East Bay Redwoods. Hazzan Shulamit is co-leading the 
experiential morning seder. Programming for youth, 
too! Details at: wildernesstorah.org/festivals/tu-
bshvat-in-the-redwoods/   

Sun., Jan. 24???, 4:30-6pm. Caregivers Support Group. 
At Cafe Leila. It's located on San Pablo Avenue, just 
south of Virginia.  

Tues., Jan. 26, 1:45pm. Yoga Class with Sandra Razieli. 
Fireside Room. 

Tues., Jan. 26, 6:45pm. (Dinner at 6:15) Board of 
Trustees Meeting. All are welcome. Fireside  Room. 

Wed., Jan. 27,  8-8:30am. Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room (Enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview). 

Thurs., Jan. 28, 4-6pm. Kehilla School.  

Thurs., Jan. 28, 4-6pm.  Drop-in Torah Study and 
Discussion Group. Everyone is welcome and 
appreciated! Besht Lounge. Free. 

 Fri., Jan. 29, Kabbalat Shabbat: with Hazzan Shulamit 
& Beth Dickinson. Join us to light Shabbat candles and 
for a song-filled and soulful evening of ecstatic and 
contemplative prayer.  

Fri., Jan. 29, 9:00pm, Oneg – Social Gathering. Feel free 
to come for the oneg even if you can’t make it for the 
service. If you can, bring a veggie dish to share. 

Sat., Jan. 30, 10:00am-12:30pm, Our Annual “Learn the 
Shabbat Morning Service,” Our annual come-and-learn 
about the Shabbat morning service. Open to all. Led by 
Rabbi David & Julie Nesnansky. (See announcement,  
p. 9.) 

Sat., Jan. 30, 12noon, Oneg – Social Gathering. Feel 
free to come for the oneg even if you can’t make it for 
the service. If you can, bring a veggie dish to share. 

Sat., Jan. 30, 7pm. "In the Image" Film Showing. 
Sponsored by the Middle East Peace Committee. (See 
p. 8 for details.) 

Sat., Jan. 31, 2:00-4:30pm. Informal Gathering for 
Kehilla Activists of all social and environmental justice 
passions. Sponsored by Kehilla’s Economic Justice 
Committee.  At the home of Laura Finkler & Larry 
Walter, 4329 Rettig Ave., Oakland. (See p. 8 for details.) 

Sun., Jan. 31, 2:30-5pm.  Bar/Bat Mitzvah Orientation 
for Class 2016 Parents & Students. Meet with BBM 
Director Sandra Razieli and Rabbi David to learn more 
about this dynamic program.  This orientation is 
essential for 6th Grade families. 5th grade families and 
all who want to know more about the program are 
welcome to attend. Fireside Room & Social Hall. 
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Kehilla Community Synagogue 

1300 Grand Avenue                                   

Piedmont CA  94610      

                  
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

 

 
 


