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Facing Our Times with Spiritual Audacity – 
Yamim Nora’im / Days of Awe 5778 

by Rabbi Dev Noily 

 

Last year we gathered for 
High Holy Days with the 
election just weeks away and 
the water protectors holding 
ceremony at Standing Rock. 
This year we come together 
in an increasingly 

authoritarian and chaotic country, bracing 
ourselves every time we hear the news. This year, 
we are joined by many new members and friends. 
We come together more strongly connected to 
one another, and to the many groups whose 
values we share. Like a tree in a forest of aspens, 
we’re joined at the roots to thousands of people 
and communities who share our commitments to 
radical hospitality, human dignity, and loving 
curiosity about difference. 

One common thread in my conversations with 
people of all ages is that we’re seeing things that 
are new in our lifetimes and life experiences. It 
can be disorienting and destabilizing. And as 
frightening as that can feel, the instability is also 
opening opportunities for us to grow new 
capacities - for courage, compassion, leadership, 
generosity and connection.  

Our theme this year is Facing our Times with 
Spiritual Audacity.  More on that below. Here, I 
want to share with you some of the people who 
will be guiding our prayer and reflection in this 
holy season, with deep gratitude to the 
extraordinary Kehilla members who will share 

their wisdom.  

Erev Rosh Hashanah - 
Sermon by Howard Hamburger  

Howard is a psychotherapist 
who is a founding member of 
Kehilla, and our Spiritual 

Leadership team. 

 

Rosh Hashanah morning - 
Sermon by Jessica Shen-
Wachter 

Jessica is a sixteen-year-old 
Asian American Jew. She is a 
junior at Albany High School 

and is passionate about fighting systemic 
oppression. 

Rosh Hashanah morning - Torah service led 
by Rabbi David J. Cooper 

Rabbi David is now Kehilla’s Active Emeritus 
Rabbi. He is a founding member of Kehilla, and 
served as Community/Senior Rabbi from 1999-
2017. 

Torah Reading:  Exodus 3:1-11 - This is the 
moment when Moses is called away from his 
happy, quiet life as a shepherd and family man, 
and into the struggle for his people’s liberation. 

Kol Nidre - Kol Nidre chanted by Hazzan 
Shulamit Wise Fairman, Sermon by Rabbi Dev 
Noily 

Hazzan Shulamit is Kehilla’s Music Director, 
and has been serving Kehilla since 2005. 

Rabbi Dev is Kehilla’s new Senior Rabbi, and 
has been serving Kehilla since 2010. 

Yom Kippur morning - 
Sermon by Aurora Levins 
Morales  

Aurora is a writer, an artist, a 
historian, a teacher and mentor. 
She is also an activist, a healer, 
a revolutionary. 

 

[continued on next page] 
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Facing our Times with Spiritual Audacity 
[continued from page 1] 

Yom Kippur Morning – Torah Service led by 
Rabbi Dev Noily 

Torah Reading: Numbers 13:23-33.  Standing 
on the wilderness side of the Jordan River, the 
Israelites are facing unprecedented challenges 

and opportunities. Most feel small 
and scared, and some see a clear 
way forward.  

Yom Kippur Afternoon: A 
Disability Justice Healing service 
– led by Rabbi Elliot Kukla 

Elliot is a trans chronically ill and disabled 
rabbi. For the past 10 years he has served those 
who are ill, dying, or bereaved at the Bay Area 
Jewish Healing Center in San Francisco. 

All our services are collaboratively led by 
Kehilla’s “Bima Team” 

Founding Rabbi Burt Jacobson, Rabbi David 
Cooper, Rabbi Dev Noily, Hazzan Shulamit, 
Sharon Grodin, Howard Hamburger, Avi Rose, 
Beth Dickinson, Julie Nesnansky, and Debbie Fier. 

Our High Holy Day theme: 

Facing Our Times with Spiritual Audacity 

I propose that (we) declare a state of moral 
emergency….The hour calls for high moral 
grandeur and spiritual audacity.     

-- Abraham Joshua Heschel, 1963 

Since last year’s High Holy Days, so much has 
happened. Many things that some of us have 
taken for granted are under assault. Facing our 
new circumstances, how do we resist and persist, 
drawing on our spiritual teachings to stay true to 
our values of human integrity, and our 
commitment to this planet and its creatures? 
Now, we look ahead with awareness of our 
individual and collective struggles, traumas, gifts 
and strengths. How can we break free from the 
impact of our past traumas?  How do we offer our 
gifts with humility, clarity and spiritual audacity? 
This, like every moment, is novel and requires our 
creativity, our compassion and a renewed 
awareness of our spiritual resources. Every High 
Holy Day cycle brings a powerful invitation to 

reflect back and to prepare to move forward; this 
year calls on all that our hearts and minds can 
offer. 

May our coming together in practice and 
community during these Holy Days bring us 
strength and renewal! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

High Holy Days Schedule 
2017/5778 

Facing Our Times with Spiritual Audacity 

Selicot at Kehilla 
Saturday, September 16, 8pm 

Erev Rosh Hashanah at Scottish Rite Center 
Wednesday, September 20, 6:30pm 

Rosh Hashanah at Scottish Rite Center 
Thursday, September 21, 9:30am 

Rosh Hashanah Family & Youth Service 
at Scottish Rite Center 

Thursday, September 21, 10am 

Rosh Hashanah Toddler Services at Scottish 
Rite Center 

Thursday, September 21, 10:15am 

Second Day Rosh Hashanah at Kehilla 
Friday, September 22, 9:30am 

Kol Nidre at Scottish Rite Center 
Friday, September 29, 6:30pm 

Kol Nidre Family Service at Kehilla 
Friday, September 29, 6:30pm 

Kol Nidre Toddler Service at Kehilla 
Friday, September 29, 6:30pm 

Yom Kippur Day at Scottish Rite Center 
Saturday, September 30, 9:30am 

Yom Kippur Youth Service for 6th-8th 
Graders at Scottish Rite Center 

Saturday, September 30, 10am 

Yom Kippur Afternoon/Evening at Kehilla 
Saturday, September 30 

2:00-4:30pm: Drop off potluck offerings* 
2:30-3:30pm: Workshops 

4:30pm: Yizkor (Remembrance) 
5:15pm: Rabbi Burt Teaching, Healing Service & 

Dukhanen 
6:30pm: Ne’ila (Closing the Gates) 

8:05pm: Community Potluck Break-fast 

*Please bring a vegetarian side dish to share. 
Food can be dropped off at Kehilla between 2:00 & 

4:30pm or at 7:45pm 
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Executively Speaking: A Brand New Year 

by Michael Saxe-Taller, Executive Director

It’s amazing but here we are, 
only a couple weeks away from 
the start of another new year. 
That means that it is time to 
take stock of the past year and 
to imagine what is coming for 
the new one. 

It has been a wonderfully full year for the 
Kehilla Community and for me as your executive 
director. We saw a steady growth in membership, 
leadership and activity. We celebrated the 
extraordinary work of our Community Rabbi, 
David Cooper, as he downshifted his rabbinic role. 
We shared in the wisdom of Founding Rabbi Burt 
Jacobson on the occasion of his 80th birthday. We 
reveled in the leadership of a whole crew of 
teenagers as they became Bar/Bat Mitvah. We 
had a big, joyous synagogue retreat. 

And I think most importantly, that we stepped 
forward as a community to courageously face the 
more visible and numerous challenges that our 
communities and our country face in this new 
political moment. 

I am excited for the new year that is ahead of 
us. We can’t know everything we will encounter, 
but we do know some of the opportunities that 
are on the horizon: 

Celebrating our New Senior Rabbi – Rabbi Dev 
Noily has stepped into the role of Senior Rabbi and 
we will have a big celebration to honor the 
moment. Please mark your calendars for Friday 
evening, November 10 to Saturday evening, 
November 11 for our Brit Kehilla: Celebrating a 
Community Covenant with our new Senior Rabbi 

A New Kehilla School Director – We our 
welcoming our new School Director, Rabbi Gray 
Myrseth. Rabbi Gray has begun developing their 
vision for educating Kehilla’s youth, in conjunction 
with Kehilla School parents and our former School 
Director, Rabbi Dev.  

Caring for our Building – We have begun the 
process of identifying the repairs and 

improvements we need to make to our building so 
that it can be more sustainable, accessible and 
effective in meeting our communities' needs. Over 
this next year we will engage in a process of 
setting priorities for these repairs and 
improvement to our precious, but slightly worn, 
building. 

Kehilla Leadership Retreat – We are looking 
forward to our second Leadership Retreat where 
the many of us who are doing the heavy lifting of 
leading and guiding this community will come 
together to envision the next steps in our journey 
as a community. 

Coalition Efforts for Justice – I have been 
heartened by the way that we continue to build 
and strengthen our relationships with our many 
community partners and allies. I imagine that this 
next year will be filled with new possibilities as we 
fight together for immigrant, racial and economic 
justice.   

I look forward to engaging with you in these 
and many other opportunities over the next 12 
months.   

May we all have a sweet year filled with joy, 
growth, hard work deeply connected community.  

L’Shana Tova 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Renew your Membership Now! 

Kehilla members in good standing will 
automatically receive complimentary admission to 
High Holy Day services when you renew your 
membership for 2017-18. Your admission to High 
Holy Day services is your name at the door, with 
your name tag. To renew your membership, please 
visit our website at www.Kehillasynagogue.org 
under the Renew page. 

http://www.kehillasynagogue.org/
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Community Klezmer Workshops for Simchat Torah 
 

 

Starting Monday, Sept. 4, 7pm 
We are thrilled to invite you into an exciting musical adventure for this coming Simchat Torah on October 
12 at Kehilla! 

Our dancing with the Torah will be to the klezmer beats of awesome musicians Mike Perlmutter, Dave 
Rosenfeld, Jeanette Lewicki, and if we have our way, YOU! 

Mike, Dave, and local klezmer great Joshua Horowitz will be offering a series of klezmer workshops where 
they’ll pass on this amazing traditional music and will prep us to be part of a community-infused 
celebration band for Simchat Torah. 

All workshops will be held on Monday nights from 7 – 9pm at Kehilla, please come to all the workshops if 
you can. 

Sept. 4 (Labor Day) with Joshua Horowitz 
Sept. 11 with Mike Perlmutter 
Sept. 18 with Dave Rosenfeld 
Oct. 2 with Dave Rosenfeld (rehearsal) 

To find the music access the Dropbox link on the Kehilla website. 

You need to come to AT LEAST TWO workshops if you want to play with the band on Simchat Torah. 
 

Cost of the workshops is $20 – $30 per session, sliding scale.  Please pay on the high end if you can; if you 
need financial assistance email Rabbi Dev (rabbidev@kehillasynagogue.org) 
 
To register go to the ADULT EDUCATION tab of the Kehilla website. 

 
High Holy Day Song Shop and Prayerful Preparation 

 

 
 

Join Hazzan Shulamit and our Musical Prayer Leaders for an intimate evening of musical and spiritual 
preparation for the High Holy Days. We’ll dive into the meaning of the prayers, taking ample time to sing 
together and explore how the energy of the music moves within us and in the space between us. Everyone 
is welcome! 

Date: Thursday, Sept. 7th 7:00pm-8:30pm 

Location: In the Sanctuary at Kehilla

https://www.dropbox.com/sh/ci1ibzcimr3hw7g/AADtamMW5I7MCeTSFN4_B6ZBa?dl=0
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Me and the High Holy Days 
A Note from Rabbi David 

How unusual. I’m writing 
from an August vacation. Maybe 
that doesn't seem unusual to 
you, but I haven't had an August 
vacation in more than 20 years. 
Rather, I would be up to my 
elbows with work prepping for 

Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur. But this year, 
even though I will have a role on the bima, I do 
not have to do all the work of a senior rabbi which 
is in Rabbi Dev’s able hands sharing responsibility 
with the other service leaders of which I remain 
one. 

(I thought August would be a good time to get 
away; usually not much happening -- but boy was I 
wrong. So I have not been there to join with 
Kehilla folks protesting the messages of hate, 
racism and antisemitism of alt-right fascists.) 

Since I don't have senior rabbi responsibilities, 
I will have more opportunity to circulate in the 
congregation to see everyone up close and sit 
and daven a bit more in the kahal. 

I have watched the Kehilla service evolve over 
the years. In the earlier period, there was mostly 
one service leader, Rabbi Burt, and one cantorial 
soloist, Linda Hirschhorn. We diversified the 
leadership a bit with what we called a reader’s 
circle, volunteers who would read some of the 
prayer poetry or the introductions framing parts 
of the service. 

I came to play a role on the bima 15 years 
before I served as rabbi. I acted as the director of 
the services and played a role in bringing in other 
spiritual leaders such as Avi Rose and Rachel Bat 
Or. In the 90’s we began to experience services 
with a more collective leadership, and when Rabbi 
Zari Weiss left, the lay spiritual leadership was 
already in position to keep services going 
beautifully even without a full-time rabbi or 
cantor. 

I came on as Community Rabbi in 1999 
encouraging the sharing of the High Holy Day bima 
with a collective leadership of service leaders and 
musical prayer leaders. This model for High Holy 
Day leadership got put to the test in 2005 when 

post-surgery complications prevented me from 
being on the bima for almost all of the services.  

So now I can relax into my emeritus status and 
take an August vacation because that process we 
put together more than two decades ago, is still 
going strong and does not depend on any one of 
us to enable our services to be the meaningful, 
rich and spiritually challenging experience they are 
every year.  

Shana Tova! 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Friday Night Peace Walk with OCO 
Friday, September 8, 6:30pm 

Join Rabbi David in this walk for peace in our own 
community led by Oakland Community Organizations’ 
Ceasefire campaign. Second Fridays are when Kehilla folks 
are particularly encouraged to come. The Ceasefire 
campaign is many-sided including the training and 
mobilization of neighborhood peace interveners, the 
retraining of police, and a weekly peace walk with local 
congregations to support a “culture of peace and healing” 
in neighborhoods at risk. Rabbi David reports that he has 
done this many times and it is an especially nice way to 
meet people from across the spectrum of Oakland 
communities. 

Meet inside First Mt. Sinai Church, 1970 86th Ave. For 
info, call 510-606-5064. 
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INTERFAITH FOOD BANK VOLUNTEERING 
 

 
 

Friday, September 8, 8:20AM 
RSVP by September 5 

Join Faith Trio (Kehilla, Montclair Presbyterian Church and the Islamic Cultural Center of Northern 
California) as they volunteer at the Alameda County Community Food Bank (ACCFB). The next interfaith 
volunteer shift at the ACCFB is planned for Friday, September 8, 8:20 – 11:30 am. Please contact Dave 
Green by September 5th at djgreen2009@gmail.com or (510) 717-8153 if you would like to participate. 

 
Yoga for Renewal 

 

 
 

Sunday, Sept 10, 2017, 2-4 pm 
Enter into the High Holy Day season with a gentle Iyengar-based yoga and movement practice, infused 

with wisdom teachings rooted in Jewish Mystical tradition. Discover your own sensing, moving body as a 
resource for presence, joy and calm while gaining a deeper connection to yourself on all levels- mind, body, 
heart and spirit-at this time of return and renewal on the Hebrew Calendar. 

$25 Public/ $20 Members of Kehilla 
with Julie Emden, Embodied Jewish Learning 

Register by going to the link on the Kehilla website calendar for Sun, Sept. 10th. 

Questions? Contact: julie@julieemden.com 

Embodied Jewish Learning offers all people the chance to experience Jewish 
wisdom through movement practices that nourish their minds, bodies, hearts and souls and empowers 
them to fully embody and express their unique role in creating positive change for our world.  We offer 
classes, workshops, on-line learning, retreats, teacher trainings, and strategic consultation and guidance 
for Jewish Wellness Initiatives and for the Educating for a Jewish Spiritual Life Project at the Institute for 
Jewish Spirituality. 

Location: 4th Street Yoga, Berkeley 
Co-Sponsored by 4th Street Yoga, Chochmat HaLev, JCC East Bay, and Kehilla Community Synagogue. 

mailto:djgreen2009@gmail.com
tel:(510)%20717-8153
file:///C:/Users/Sasha%20G/Downloads/julie@julieemden.com
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Mending Our Souls 
by Rabbi Burt Jacobson

The Ba’al Shem Tov was a 
mystic who was able to ascend 
to higher spiritual realms 
through ecstatic worship, 
experiencing the underlying 
radiance, mystery and oneness 
of reality. His disciples were 
drawn to him, in large part, 

because of the promise that they could learn from 
him the way to enter those higher realms.  

While it is true that the experience of 
transcendence was essential to the Besht, this 
pursuit was not the only or even the primary aim 
of the master’s spiritual path. At the heart of his 
mystical vocation was the necessity of shining the 
light of the Infinite into ordinary finite existence, 
illuminating darkness and chaos and revealing the 
presence of divinity in every here and now.  

The Besht was heir to a spiritual and moral 
discipline known as musar that went all the way 
back to the eleventh century. Musar teachers 
created an entire genre of literature emphasizing 
the importance of living one’s life in a righteous 
way. These teachers provided their readers with 
spiritual practices that would gradually refine the 
seeker’s thought, behavior and beliefs so they 
would be able to attain moral and spiritual 
integrity and mastery.  

Yet as significant as musar was, it generally 
tended to have an ascetic edge, and by the Ba’al 
Shem’s time teachers would often use shame, 
guilt, fear, and threats of punishment after death 
as ways to motivate people to develop the moral 
and religious dimensions of their lives. But this 
method only made people feel bad about 
themselves, and it had the effect of cutting them 
off from the awareness of the divinity and the 
goodness within them. 

The Ba’al Shem vigorously opposed this 
approach to musar. He felt that people were 
basically good and that they should work to make 
that goodness real in their lives and in the world. 
He opposed methods that directed seekers’ 
efforts on subduing their own wickedness, and 
favored a path that emphasized the 
transformation of the darker impulses into virtues. 

He also taught his disciples how to displace ego-
centeredness with soul-centeredness, which 
would link the seeker to the divine within 
themselves. He focused his own understanding of 
musar on the cultivation of spiritual and moral 
virtues such as service, humility, equanimity, love, 
compassion, and joy.  

I can personally attest to the transformative 
power of this discipline. Over time, such practices 
can dissolve deeply ingrained patterns of negative, 
distrustful behavior caused by past cruelty and 
disappointment.   

The master was convinced that human beings 
could not heal the world (tikkun ha’olam) without 
first healing their own souls (tikkun ha’nefesh). 
This brings to mind an insight that comes from 
Marianne Williamson: “We expand our political 
activism to include spiritual growth work, in order 
that we might ourselves become facilitators of 
change. And we expand our perception of spiritual 
practice to include political activism, that we 
might profoundly extend our compassion into the 
world.” 

Based on the insights of psychologist Abraham 
Maslow, I believe that the Besht’s view of ethics 
and morality flowed not so much from traditional 
books, but rather from his mystical or peak 
experiences. During these moments of oneness, 
he would experience not only wholeness, holiness, 
wonder, awe and joy, but also love, compassion, 
truth, goodness, wisdom and justice. 

This Fall, in the Tikkun Ha’Nefesh: Spiritual 
Growth Circle, described in the accompanying 
announcement, we will engage with the path 
developed by the Ba’al Shem Tov, focusing on 
personal spiritual growth and transformation. 
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Book Discussion Group 

All Kehilla members are welcome to join us for our customary meetings on the second Monday of the 
month at 7pm in the Fireside Room. These books are from the San Francisco Jewish Community Library. 
Contact Joseph Sklar jsklar826@yahoo.com to see if any copies are available.

Monday, September 11, 7pm 
Two She Bears by Meir Shalev 

A story of village love and vengeance in the 
early days of British Palestine that is still being 
played out two generations later. A story rich with 
the grit, humor, and near-magical evocation of 
Israeli rural life for which Meir Shalev is beloved 
by readers, A tale of friendship between men, and 
of love and betrayal, which carries us from British 
Palestine to present-day Israel, where forgiveness, 
atonement, and understanding can finally happen. 

 

 

 

 

Selichot Evening Service 

             

             Saturday, September 16 

   Gather at 7:30pm; Service at 8pm. 

Join us for Selichot Evening Service with Sharon 
Grodin, Hazzan Shulamit & Rabbi Dev. Selichot is 
our portal into the Days of Awe and the process 
of teshuva, of turning inward with love and 
curiosity to face ourselves with clarity and truth. 
Before we enter the great hall of Rosh Hashanah, 
we gather in the intimate circle of Selichot – just 
us – to begin the tender and life-giving practice of 
looking deeply and clearly at our lives.  Join 
Kehilla’s spiritual and musical leadership team for 
song, prayer, and story to get us on our way.  In 
Sanctuary. 

 

 

Monday, October 9, 7pm 
A Mother's Reckoning by Susan Klebold 

For the last sixteen years, Sue Klebold, Dylan 
Klebold’s (one of the Columbine shooters) mother, 
has lived with the indescribable grief and shame of 
that day. How could her child, the promising 
young man she had loved and raised, be 
responsible for such horror? And how, as his 
mother, had she not known something was 
wrong? Were there subtle signs she had missed? 
What, if anything, could she have done 
differently? Filled with hard-won wisdom and 
compassion, A Mother’s Reckoning is a powerful 
and haunting book that sheds light on one of the 
most pressing issues of our time. 

 

Anti-Islamophobia/ 
  Pro-Immigrant Canvassing 

 

Sunday, September 17 
Gather & Orientation 11am; 

Canvas 11:30am 

Join Jewish Voice for Peace/Bay Area, 
Christ The Lord Episcopal Church, Episcopal 
Peace Fellowship, and the Interfaith Movement 
for Human Integrity-- in an anti-Islamophobia / 
pro-Immigrant community canvas in PINOLE! 

Come canvas Pinole shops and homes, (in 
pairs) and ask them to post signs, "We Stand 
With Our Muslim, Arab & Immigrant 
Neighbors," plus a brief Bystander Training. 
We'd love to have you join us, everyone 
welcome! 

Gather: In the Sanctuary of Christ the Lord 
Episcopal Church--592A Tennent Ave., Pinole 
PLEASE RSVP (or ask questions) to 
bayarea@JVP.org with "SEPT. 17"in the subject 
line.  

file:///C:/Users/bbittle/AppData/Roaming/Microsoft/Word/jsklar826@yahoo.com
file:///C:/Users/Sasha%20G/Downloads/bayarea@JVP.org


 9 

Growing My Activist Voice
from Hazzan Shulamit 

During the past week, I've had several 
opportunities to be more visible as an activist 
clergy person in the public realm, and I thought it 
might be meaningful to share a little of my 
experience with all of you. For over 12 years, I've 
been watching how Rabbi Burt, Rabbi David, and 
Rabbi Dev take leadership in different activist 
realms-- always inspiring-- and I'm continuing to 
find my own voice in new ways.  

I went to my first Non-Violence/De-escalation 
training on August 19 and got involved with a 
group called the Interfaith Movement for Black 
Lives, which was part of a broader coalition 
organizing a response to the "Alt-Right" rally 
planned in Berkeley on Aug 27. I was invited to be 
one of the media spokespeople for the Interfaith 
group, and I did my first press conference with the 
coalition on Aug 24, including leaders from PEACE 
Out Loud, Community Readiness Core, the Anti-
Police Terror Project, Showing Up for Racial 
Justice, Jobs for Justice, and others. Here is the 
message I delivered, as a Jewish clergy person, 
affiliated with Kehilla, and part of the Interfaith 
group:  

"We are here to affirm that our real security 
lies in our relationships with one another. 

Right now, we're in the Jewish month of Elul, 
when we prepare for our High Holy Days by re-
calibrating our moral and spiritual compass. We 
aim to re-align with our best selves and direct our 
efforts for personal healing, community building, 
and repairing the world by leaning into and 
tending our relationships. 

We will not let the reality of white supremacy 
as the building block of our nation, racism, anti-
Jewish oppression, Islamaphobia, anti-immigration 
efforts, or any other form of oppression divide us 
and deter us. We will continue reaching for 
connection with each other and doing the critical 
work of eliminating institutional violence. 

We are ALL a sacred part of existence and we 
will continue to lift up the dignity and humanity of 
each and every person." 

At First Congregational Church of Berkeley, on 
Sunday, Aug 27, I offered an opening prayer for 

the Interfaith group who gathered with the Choral 
Majority before many hundreds of us marched 
together or stayed to sing and meditate in support 
of love and unity. It was awesome to look out and 
see so many beloved Kehilla folks in the pews, and 
later in the streets! This is the prayer I offered: 

"Reb Zalman Schachter Shalomi, of blessed 
memory, the teacher of my teachers, used to say: 
 "We have to get it together, together.”  And this 
is a mighty fine gathering of souls. 

I would like to invoke the power of Love. 

Love is the building block that illuminates our 
shared humanity and our shared holiness. May 
love inspire us to be accountable to ourselves and 
to each other, fueling our pursuit of justice and 
peace, and ever deepening our solidarity.  

Kaveh el Hashem, chazak v’yameitz libecha, 
v'kavey el Hashem (Psalm 27) 

Let us immerse ourselves in the great, unifying 
Oneness, and be strong and courageous of heart." 

Having marched through those streets of 
Berkeley on Aug. 27 with Rabbi Dev and an 
amazing crew from Kehilla at the rally near the 
crescent, and then as part of the Interfaith group, I 
feel uplifted and inspired to dive into the spiritual 
work of Elul.  For me, this means reflecting deeply 
on my own growing edges, sitting in the 
discomfort that arises, and trying to make amends 
with myself and other people. It means thinking 
about how to leverage my privilege as a white, cis-
gendered person, while honoring my queer Jewish 
self and experience. It means thinking about the 
diversity of experience within our own community 
and how we move forward with integrity. It means 
continuing to build relationships with people and 
clergy in different communities of faith. It's going 
to take strength and courage of heart! 

May we all lean into our beloved community 
for the support we need to do our High Holy Day 
preparation with love, curiosity and 
accountability. My gratitude for being part of 
Kehilla is immeasurable. Thank you for sharing in 
my ongoing journey of finding my voice and 
showing up in new ways.
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Docent Tour & Tikkun Olam at 2 Pioneer Jewish Cemeteries 

 

Sunday, October 22, 11:30am – 3:30pm  

Join the Chevra Kadisha Committee for walking tours, Tikkun Olam and more to explore in Gold 
Country. Tikkun Olam cemeteries clean up: brush clearing, weeding, and raking leaves…as needed. 

RSVP and purchase your tickets by September 15th 

Donation: $18-$36 / family 

Kehilla Transit: $61 / person 
Purchase your tickets on the Kehilla website, if mailing a check please send it to  

Kehilla Community Synagogue – 1300 Grand Avenue, Piedmont, CA 94610 

Sliding scale donation to benefit: 
1) Commission for the Preservation of Pioneer Jewish Cemeteries and Landmarks in the West (a 501c3); 

and 2) Kehilla’s Chevra Kadisha 

Jackson & Moke Hill  
 

Drive/Carpool Option 

On your own: Come for the day or make it a long Gold Country weekend. Plan to arrive at Jackson Pioneer 
Cemetery by 11:30am start time. Drive further to Mokelumne Hill. 
Kehilla Transit Option 

Docent talks begin on our chartered bus, departing Kehilla at 9am. Return to Kehilla by 6pm. 
 
 

High Holy Day Art Show Reception 

 

Saturday, September 16, 2:30 – 4:30pm 

Please join Kehilla’s Art Gallery Committee and contributing artists at our  

High Holy Day Art Show Reception 

See how Kehilla members are lifting up the HHD theme “Facing our Times with Spiritual Audacity”  

In the Fireside Gallery  

If you have any questions, please contact us at kehillaart@gmail.com  
 
 

https://kehillacs.wufoo.com/forms/q9kf6rk10ftmja/
mailto:kehillaart@gmail.com
http://kehillasynagogue.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/Pioneer-Jewish-Cemetery.png
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A Message from Kehilla School's Director 
by Rabbi Gray Myrseth 

This past Shabbat morning, I 
had the honor of addressing our 
community with a few words of 
Torah. I wanted to share a few 
excerpts from my davar, with 
the hope that we will enter this 

new year with a renewed capacity to nurture 
justice and liberation in all its forms.  

Deuteronomy 16:18 reads: You shall set up 
shoftim—judges—and shotrim—scribes—for each 
and every tribe, in all your gates, which God, your 
God, is giving you. And they will judge the people 
with just judgment.  The medieval commentator 
Rashi reads “gates” as “cities,” reminding us that 
these entry and exit points were also places of 
public gathering, where courts proceedings took 
place. God wants courts in every city, making the 
machinery of judgment local and small scale.  

It seems possible to me that the Torah is 
reminding us that it is difficult to create true, 
transformative justice outside of the context of a 
relationship. This verse asks us to recognize that 
we cannot truly work for a more just world 
without attending to the relationships we build in 
our quest for liberation. It invites us—whenever 
possible—to move closer to those we call out. 
Because when conflict arises within the gates of a 
city we share, calling out can be transformed to 
calling in. Calling into relationship, into 
understanding, into a kind of disagreement that 
doesn’t shame or alienate.  

Turning judgmental distance into actual, 
intimate justice is hard work. The former can 
happen from a safe and unmoved distance. The 
latter can only happen up close.  It’s often messy. 
Ok, not often—always. And yet we are called to 
pursue it. To chase it even when it runs away or 
slips between our fingers. To chase it, knowing 
that in the process of pursuing real justice, each of 
us is likely to be transformed.  

Standing between the towering gates of the 
High Holy Days, we are called upon to witness, to 
cry out, and to resist. To witness the cries of 
refugees, seeking a place of safety. To witness 
cries of all those endangered by racism, 
Islamaphobia, transphobia, homophobia, ableism, 

and anti-Jewish oppression. To stand with our 
allies among every group being targeted by the 
current administration and by the legacy of white 
supremacy upon which this country has been 
built. 

This is a time of pain and of fear, yes, but also 
of possibility. This Elul, as we stand in the narrow 
place between the gates of the year, what kind of 
teshuvah, what kind of turning around and 
transformation can we foster? 

In the new year, may we all act justly, 
regardless of which side of the beit din, or court, 
we find ourselves on. May we have the courage to 
hold each other accountable—with love and 
clarity. May we call to each other and to the 
divinity within every person to let those gates of 
righteousness swing a little wider. May we praise 
the Source of Life by working to bring more 
humanity and justice into the world. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SAVE-THE-DATE 

Brit Kehilla: Celebrating a Community 
Covenant with our new Senior Rabbi 

Friday Evening, November 10 - Saturday 
Evening, November 11  

Join us for as we honor Rabbi Dev Noily, Kehilla’s 
new Senior Rabbi, with a 24-hour celebration filled 
with blessings, learning, prayer, singing, eating and 
joy.  

If you are interested in helping with the planning 
and preparation, please contact Michael Saxe-Taller 
at Michael@kehillasynagogue.org. 

file:///C:/Users/Sasha%20G/Downloads/Michael@kehillasynagogue.org
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Grief and Growing Weekend 

 

September 15 – September 17 
Camp Newman 

Are you grieving someone significant to you who has died? Would you find comfort…? 

 among other bereaved individuals and families 

 in a beautiful Bay Area setting 

 supported by a holistic professional staff of grief care and camp specialists 

 in a weekend dedicated to grief and healing? 

This unique weekend is designed to help individuals and families attend to their losses and identify tools 
to help them in their mourning. Weekend in the only one of its kind in the Jewish community for 
individuals and families. Professionally guided and providing a supportive Jewish environment at Camp 
Newman. 

We welcome the diversity of the community including families of all kinds; all gender identities and 
sexual orientations, ages, class, race and cultural affinities. 

For more information and to register: https://jewishhealingcenter.org/programs-and-services/grief-and-growing/ 

Not Kehilla sponsored, but attended when needed by Kehilla members. 

 
 
Financial aid is available by calling the Bay Area Jewish Healing Center at: (415) 750.3436.  No one is 
turned away for lack of funds. 
 

Rosh Hashanah Lunch 

 
Thursday, September 21, 2pm 

Would you like to join other Kehilla folks for lunch on Rosh Hashanah? Come and enjoy lunch 
together on the first day of Rosh Hashanah, Thursday, September 21, at 2pm at a restaurant near the 
Oakland Scottish Rite Center, where Kehilla Rosh Hashanah services will be held that morning. New 
members are especially welcome, as well as longtime Kehilla members who would like to get to know 
other Kehilla members. Those who would like to form or join a havurah group also very welcome. 
Location information will be sent to those who RSVP.  

Please RSVP BY Sunday, September 17 to Lea Delson at lea@delsonphoto.com and if you have 
questions, please send an email as well.  

High Holy Days Tickets for the General Public 

Tickets to services for the general public can be purchased on the Kehilla website and will also be 
available for purchase at the door. 

https://jewishhealingcenter.org/programs-and-services/grief-and-growing/
http://kehillasynagogue.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/03/Oakland-As-Knit-Cap.jpg
file:///C:/Users/Sasha%20G/Downloads/lea@delsonphoto.com
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Wear Your Pronouns! - Another Way to Help Everyone Feel Welcome at 
Kehilla 

Compiled for use at Kehilla Community Synagogue

You'll notice a new addition next to our name 
tag station.  We now have pronoun stickers that 
you can add to your name tag.  

If people sometimes or often use the wrong 
pronouns for you, we hope the stickers will help 
others to learn and respect your pronouns.  

If people rarely or never use the wrong 
pronouns for you, we hope you'll use a pronoun 
sticker to support your trans, genderqueer and 
gender nonconforming Kehilla-mates, and to help 
us grow our practice of welcome and respect. 

Pronoun FAQs 

Why is Kehilla offering pronoun stickers for 
nametags? Why ask people for their pronouns 
in the first place? 

So glad you asked! The reason we’re offering 
pronoun stickers (and sometimes beginning 
meetings/gatherings by asking people to say 
pronouns along with their names) is that we want 
to foster a community where everyone feels 
included, welcomed, and celebrated. For 
transgender, genderqueer, or non-binary people, 
including Rabbi Dev and Rabbi Gray, sharing 
pronouns can be the best way to make sure that 
everyone is referred to in a way that feels 
respectful and appropriate to them. This is 
especially true for those who aren’t always 
perceived in a way that’s consistent with their 
identity.   

Sharing my pronouns and asking about other 
people’s pronouns feels awkward. Should I 
still do it? 

Yup. This is one of those things that only feels 
normal if we practice it. It may feel awkward 
now, but over time, it will start to feel much more 
natural. 

What should I do if I mess up? 

Say sorry, correct yourself, and move on. It 
never feels good to mess up! But calling a lot of 
attention to your mistake only results in 
(unintentionally) asking the person whose 
pronouns you’ve messed up to take care of you. If 

you need to process your mistake (and it’s totally 
ok and normal if you do!), find someone else to 
do that processing with. 

Can you remind me what a pronoun is? 

Absolutely. Pronouns are the part of speech 
that takes the place of someone’s name. Some 
examples of pronouns are: they/them/theirs, 
she/her/hers, he/him/his, and zie/hir/hirs. 

What’s that last one? 

Zie (pronounced “zee”) / hir (“heer”) / hirs 
(“heers”) are gender-neutral pronouns. Using 
them in a sentence looks like this: Have you seen 
Alex this Shabbat? Zie is wearing hir most 
fabulous sequined kippah.  

Other people who use gender-neutral 
pronouns use they/them/theirs. Using that in a 
sentence looks like this: Avi is such an amazing 
leyner! They chanted their Torah portion with 
excellent flair and confidence. 

Isn’t “they” always a plural pronoun? I don’t 
like being grammatically incorrect! 

“They” has hundreds of years of history in the 
English language as a grammatically correct 
gender-neutral pronoun, dating back to the 16th 
century or earlier. Major dictionaries have 
recognized singular “they” as grammatically 
correct for years, including the Oxford English 
Dictionary, Merriam-Webster’s Dictionary, and 
dictionary.com. As of 2017, the AP Style Guide 
approves the use of singular “they” when a 
subject doesn’t identify as male or female. 

And here’s the best part: you already know 
how to use “they” as a singular pronoun. You do 
it every day! Let’s say you see a water bottle on 
the table in the social hall and you don’t know 
whose it is. You’d probably say something like, 
“Someone forgot their water bottle! I want to 
make sure they don’t leave Kehilla without it.” 
Using “they” for non-binary people is as simple as 
that. 

[continued on page 14] 
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Pronoun FAQs 
[continued from page 13] 

Wait, what does non-binary mean? 

Non-binary means that someone doesn’t 
identify as being within the gender binary. Binary 
is a word that means there are two options—hot 
or cold, day or night, man or woman—and being 
non-binary means that your gender is something 
other than man, woman, boy, or girl. 

Shouldn’t I be able to tell which pronouns 
someone uses by looking at them? 

Not always. Sometimes people’s pronouns are 
aligned with conventional gender norms and 
sometimes not.  Because gender is part of our 
identity, which is our inner experience, it’s not 
always possible to know someone’s gender (inner 
experience) just by looking at them (outer 
appearance). 

 

So how will I know which pronouns someone 
uses? 

Ask!  Or look at their name tag.   

I have more questions! What should I do? 

At our upcoming events, you will likely see 
community members wearing sparkly purple 
buttons that say “Ask me about pronouns.” These 
are your go-to people for all pronoun-related 
questions. If you can’t find someone with a 
button, you can email Hazzan Shulamit at 
shulamit@kehillasynagogue.org. 

 

 

 

 

Glitter Kehilla 

 
 

Glitter Kehilla invites Jews in their 20s and 30s of all genders and sexualities to come together for High 
Holidays with the Kehilla community. Tickets for Glitter Kehilla are sliding scale--a meaningful contribution 
as you're able is appreciated, but no one is turned away for lack of funds. 

We'll be sitting together at the Scottish Rite Center in the balcony to the right. We'll have the space 
marked with signs and something shiny. 

Join us for Glitter Tashlich on Thursday, September 21st at 6:00pm. We'll be meeting at 17th St. and 
Lakeside Drive on the grassy knoll. Please bring a vegetarian dish to share! 

For more information, join our mailing list by emailing glitterkehilla@gmail.com or joining our Facebook 
group at https://www.facebook.com/groups/glitterkehilla/. 

Glitter Kehilla is building a radical Jewish community of people in our 20s and 30s of all genders and 
sexualities coming together for meaningful Jewish ritual, social justice work, learning, and more. 

 

 

 

 

 

file:///C:/Users/Sasha%20G/Downloads/shulamit@kehillasynagogue.org
mailto:glitterkehilla@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/groups/glitterkehilla/
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Supporting the Trans-Gay Caravan 
by Julie Litwin 

The Kehilla Immigration Committee has 
volunteered to assist a young trans activist, 
Valeria, who is part of a caravan of trans and gay 
youth from Central America that crossed the 
border into the US on August 10th, seeking asylum 
due to violence against LGBTQI people in their 
home countries. Valeria is being sponsored and 
will be housed by Kehilla members, Esther Ehrlich 
and Neal Davis, and will be further supported by a 
Kehilla accompaniment team. 

Valeria is featured in the attached video 
speaking about herself and the caravan. 

The caravan members are currently being held 
in a detention center in Cibola, NM. We deeply 
hope that ICE will release Valeria and all the 
members of the caravan to their sponsors very 
soon. However, the process may take time. We 
will send phone numbers and ask everyone to 
make calls to ICE officials and politicians when the 
legal teams determine that this is the best 
strategy. We hope that Valeria will be with us 
shortly! 

Follow the progress of the caravan on 
Facebook at 
https://www.facebook.com/anawuakasinfrontera
s/ 

 

Llamado a la solidarida' 
Mensaje de apoyo 

YOUTUBE.COM 
 

 

 

 

Finding Yes 
by Esther Ehrlich 

“What do you think?” I ask. 

It’s Sunday evening and Neal and I are sitting at 
our kitchen table. I’ve just shown him the email 
that I received from Julie, co-chair of the 
Immigration Committee, that’s stirred my heart. A 
caravan of 16 young transwomen and gay men 
have been making their way through Central 
America and plan to turn themselves in at the US 
border on Thursday to ask for asylum due to the 
trauma they’ve endured. There’s a chance that if 
they each have committed sponsors, they could 
be released rather than locked in an ICE detention 
center while they try to fight their way through 
the legal system. 

“So someone would come live with us?” Neal 
asks, answering my question with a question. 

“If they make it that far.” 

The two of us just sit together quietly.  

We’ve both been deeply disturbed by the 
hateful stance towards immigrants unleashed by 
he-who-will-not-be named. In response, we’ve 
gone to rallies and organized meetings and signed 
petitions and made phone calls and participated in 
trainings and I’ve joined an accompaniment team 
at Kehilla. 

“This matters to us,” Neal says. “They matter.” 

“So maybe we should step up?” 

We don’t have much time to turn our maybe 
into a yes. If we’re going to do this, we have to 
write a letter to Homeland Security and under 
“penalty of perjury” declare that we’ll open our 
home to a stranger and provide for them.  

The lawyers need the letter in a little more 
than 24 hours. 

[continued on page 16] 

https://www.facebook.com/anawuakasinfronteras/
https://www.facebook.com/anawuakasinfronteras/
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DFzIwYOxJs6E&h=ATN1b82k-jzXidvVPlcmQA45X5MUscGUoH1P6ZM6V-vUqvIu379FcsrGhU3tGNR92SjvxcnLhVjMlIOmG4Pk4QuIoCw-IffCf-23Qr-iPybP89M3KqKS7fW82rlA2Dz-hSlUBiItAOXoFGG5HCqZZyafPT4souwGCvE&enc=AZOwCAEa9PRBX98lg9smxQfGbv6B-m_mL58zAqvk_pZQPfbLEXgC8QVJJ-aH6w4GZL_k5FAmNjSCxZBue6dE_AUZwWKmJWadMmpLAipMCtCxZdieMY_YunZw_NgDAVDHU3D5hQc3WRBz5Hu8DsQPcX42wIgfr4ko8c8qhqXOhEdJs4ioriUCiVlGZSzkr_Plsvc&s=1
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DFzIwYOxJs6E&h=ATN1b82k-jzXidvVPlcmQA45X5MUscGUoH1P6ZM6V-vUqvIu379FcsrGhU3tGNR92SjvxcnLhVjMlIOmG4Pk4QuIoCw-IffCf-23Qr-iPybP89M3KqKS7fW82rlA2Dz-hSlUBiItAOXoFGG5HCqZZyafPT4souwGCvE&enc=AZOwCAEa9PRBX98lg9smxQfGbv6B-m_mL58zAqvk_pZQPfbLEXgC8QVJJ-aH6w4GZL_k5FAmNjSCxZBue6dE_AUZwWKmJWadMmpLAipMCtCxZdieMY_YunZw_NgDAVDHU3D5hQc3WRBz5Hu8DsQPcX42wIgfr4ko8c8qhqXOhEdJs4ioriUCiVlGZSzkr_Plsvc&s=1
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DFzIwYOxJs6E&h=ATN1b82k-jzXidvVPlcmQA45X5MUscGUoH1P6ZM6V-vUqvIu379FcsrGhU3tGNR92SjvxcnLhVjMlIOmG4Pk4QuIoCw-IffCf-23Qr-iPybP89M3KqKS7fW82rlA2Dz-hSlUBiItAOXoFGG5HCqZZyafPT4souwGCvE&enc=AZOwCAEa9PRBX98lg9smxQfGbv6B-m_mL58zAqvk_pZQPfbLEXgC8QVJJ-aH6w4GZL_k5FAmNjSCxZBue6dE_AUZwWKmJWadMmpLAipMCtCxZdieMY_YunZw_NgDAVDHU3D5hQc3WRBz5Hu8DsQPcX42wIgfr4ko8c8qhqXOhEdJs4ioriUCiVlGZSzkr_Plsvc&s=1


 16 

Finding Yes 
 [continued from page 15] 

What Neal and I discover is that’s just enough 
time to learn more, leave lots of questions 
unanswered, feel scared, feel excited, hear from 
our two teenagers that they’re enthusiastically 
onboard, ask ourselves if we can really do this, and 
find our way to a deep, loud, solid, loving yes! 

Yes, this matters enough to commit to, even 
though there are tons of unknowns. 

Yes, we have room in our hearts and home to 

welcome in a person who needs us. 

Yes, we trust that our community will help 
support us. 

Yes, this is who we are, who we hope to be, as 
parents, as Jews, as people trying to cope with a 
world in such distress. 

For more information about how to get 
involved in immigration-related actions, contact 
ImmigrationCommitteeChairs@kehillasynagogue.
org 

 

 
Erev Shabbat in the Sukkah 

 

 
 

Friday, October 6, 7:30pm 
Join us for Erev Shabbat in the Sukkah with Rabbi David. Bring dinner to eat or to share, and enjoy living 

outside in our community Sukkah. On the patio in the Sukkah. 

 

Jewish Renewal Community Simchat Torah Celebration & Dance Party 
 

Thursday, October 12, 6:30pm 
Kehilla, Chochmat HaLev, Aquarian Minyan and Beyt Tikkun come 
together at Kehilla to end and begin the Torah and to dance, dance, 
and dance with our community-enhanced Klezmer band led by Mike 
Perlmutter and Dave Rosenfeld! Want to join the band? Sign up for 
workshops on the Kehilla website under LEARN tab then go to “Adult 
Education.” 

6:30pm Ma’ariv / Evening service 

7pm Torah Service 

7:30pm Dancing with the Torah in the Sanctuary 

6:30pm Tot Service with Jen Miriam and Alon Altman in the Fireside Room. 

Kehilla School Families! – Stay for dinner at 6pm after Kehilla School and join the party! More info 
coming! 

file:///C:/Users/Sasha%20G/Downloads/ImmigrationCommitteeChairs@kehillasynagogue.org
file:///C:/Users/Sasha%20G/Downloads/ImmigrationCommitteeChairs@kehillasynagogue.org
https://kehillacs.wufoo.com/forms/q1q40kuw16d3yun/
https://kehillacs.wufoo.com/forms/q1q40kuw16d3yun/
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Kehilla Neighborhood Brunches Return! 
 

  
 
 

Sunday, October 8, 11am-1pm 
 

If you have ever wanted to find out more about the Kehilla members in your neighborhood and to 
make connections in your local village - come to a Kehilla Neighborhood Brunch! This year we have four 
hosts in four geographic areas of our congregation who have offered to open their houses so that you 
and your family may gather with Kehilla members to get to know those near your home neighborhood. 
 
The brunches will be held during Sukkot. Please choose from the closest host indicated below and, if 
possible, let your hosts know you will be coming.  Please bring a vegetarian dish to share.  Coffee, tea 
and juice will be provided by your hosts.  As some brunches may be outside, dress accordingly. 
 
EAST OAKLAND/MILLS COLLEGE 
Allison Rodman and Amy Mueller 

There are four steps up into the house and there are cats and dogs. RSVP can be sent 
to allisonrodman@gmail.com.   
  
OAKLAND NORTH 
Bracha & Don Stone 

There are eight steps into the house. There will be a Sukkah (still 8 steps). They have a small dog who 
will not be present and who is nonshedding but not completely hypoallergenic. RSVP to 

stone.betty@gmail.com. 
 
BERKELEY 
Dolores Taller 

There will be a Sukkah in the back yard unless it rains more than a tiny sprinkle.  The Sukkah is without 
stairs.  The inside of the house has three steps to come inside (that includes using the bathroom). There 
are no pets. RSVP to dtaller@lmi.net. 
 
RICHMOND/EL CERRITO 
Laurel Zien and David Levine 

Gated entrance. Parking is very limited, so carpool if possible. Level entry into home. There will be a 
Sukkah. Poodle dog lives at house. Not child-proof.  If you can, please RSVP to lz@dllz.com.  
 

Please come even if you forget to RSVP. 

Stay tuned to your weekly emails for contact information and location details. 

The Chesed Committee 

mailto:allisonrodman@gmail.com
mailto:stone.betty@gmail.com
mailto:dtaller@lmi.net
mailto:lz@dllz.com
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Let Our People Go: Join the Protest, Bring Your Kids & Fight for Justice 

by Hillary Brooks, Sam Davis, Rachel Kotok and Laura Weide

Want to do more than sign online petitions to 
fight racist mass incarcerations and deportations, 
but can’t go to weeknight meetings or long 
marches? That’s why Hillary and Laura—both busy 
working moms—started a new Immigration 
Committee project, Let Our People Go. It’s a one-
hour protest on second Sundays at ICE’s Northern 
California headquarters in Richmond. Inspired by 
Interfaith Movement for Human Integrity’s 
longtime actions on first Saturdays, Let Our People 
Go is a family-friendly protest of racist 
immigration policies. We’re looking for volunteers 
to help with tasks small and big. 

At the first Let Our People Go in April, a 
community member bravely stepped forward to 
share the story of her husband, who’d been 
interned by ICE for two years without a hearing or 
medical attention. Horrified by her story, we 
connected her to the Kehilla Immigration 
Committee chairs, IM4HI and other community 
activists, who moved quickly to raise funds for her 
husband’s defense, find him a new lawyer, 
publicize his plight, and support the family to fight 
eviction. As a result, he was freed on bond in July, 
though he continues to fight his deportation case. 

Experiences like this bolster our resolve to 
show up every month at the jail, which houses 
both immigrants held for deportation by ICE and 
inmates subjected to California’s mass 
incarceration policies (ICE rents space within from 
Contra Costa County). On the second Sunday of 
every month at 11 am, we gather for an hour 
outside the detention center and share activist 
updates, music, poetry, and storytelling from 
people of many faiths and identities to call for 
building a more just society. 

Other Let Our People Go highlights: 

 Joining forces with Bend the Arc, local 
ACLU grassroots organizers and other 
committed activists 

 Learning from advocates like Media 
Alliance’s Tracy Rosenberg, Oasis Legal 
Services’s Maria Elena Paniagua and 
Caroline Kornfield Roberts, Dance Out 

Loud’s Nancy Armstrong-Temple and 
Kehilla member Eveline Shen of 
Forward Together 

 Passing the hat for causes like Black 
Mamas’ Bail Out Day, our biggest 
fundraising success, on Mother’s Day 

 Chanting with the drummers of 
Boomshake and singing with Occupella 

 Connecting with those visiting their 
interned loved ones 

We invite the Kehilla community to help grow 
Let Our People Go—we need folks to provide 
snacks to visiting families, to recruit musicians and 
artists, to bring in wider, multi-faith/faithless 
networks, and so on. Come add your voice to the 
growing, audacious clamor for sanctuary and 
stand up against mass incarceration and white 
supremacist, authoritarian repression in our 
country. If not now, when? 

The next two Let Our People Go protests will 
be on Sunday, September 10 and Sunday, 
October 8. Beyond that, join us on second 
Sundays from 11 am to noon at the West County 
Detention Facility, 5555 Giant Highway, Richmond. 
Email your ideas and inquiries to 
letourpeoplego@kehillasynagogue.org. For other 
info on the work of Kehilla’s Immigration 
Committee, contact 
ImmigrationCommitteeChairs@kehillasynagogue.
org.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

file:///C:/Users/Sasha%20G/Downloads/letourpeoplego@kehillasynagogue.org
file:///C:/Users/Sasha%20G/Downloads/ImmigrationCommitteeChairs@kehillasynagogue.org
file:///C:/Users/Sasha%20G/Downloads/ImmigrationCommitteeChairs@kehillasynagogue.org
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Keeping In Touch with Bar/Bat Mitzvah Graduates! 

 
Calling all families who have gone through the Bar/Bat Mitzvah Program! Natalie Boskin here- I'm Kehilla's 

Youth Programs Coordinator and am reaching out in hopes of strengthening Bar/Bat Mitzvah graduates' bond 
with Kehilla as spiritual adults! Kehilla would love to be able to occasionally reach out to our Bar/Bat Mitzvah 

graduates with updates about Kehilla, information during High Holy Days, job opportunities, etc. Please 
send contact information for all Bar/Bat Mitzvah graduates (whether they became Bar/Bat Mitzvah in 1998 or 
2017) to me at Natalie@kehillasynagogue.org. 

 
Heritage Trip for Personal and Collective Liberation! 

Sunday, October 8th, 4pm  
Week of Sukkot 

This Summer, new Kehilla member, Matt Leber, went to Poland and Ukraine to reconnect with his roots, 
meet family, and dance to Klezmer music!  Additionally, Matt went with the specific intent to 
reverse/recover from the impacts of assimilation, reclaim culture and understand more about "how his 
people became white.”  During this week of Sukkot, a time that we call on the presence of our ancestors, 
Matt will share stories and photos about his travels, share reflections on the connection to our past and the 
fight for justice in our current moment.  There will be some discussion and time for question and answer. 

Some questions Matt was exploring: 

 Who were my people, where were they from, customs and why did they leave? 

 How did my people "become white"?  

 How do I share what I discover? 

Planning to attend?   
Take some time in the days before this presentation and learn more about YOUR people.  Do you know 

where they lived? Their language and customs?  When and why did they emigrate?  Where did they 
emigrate too? 

Location: Kehilla Synagogue, 1300 Grand Avenue, Piedmont, Fireside Room 

Co-Sponsors:  Glitter Kehilla and the Kehilla Immigration Committee 
 

New Book by Kehilla Member, Terry Kupers’ 

Solitary: The Inside Story of Supermax Isolation and How We Can Abolish It 

Terry Kupers’ new book, Solitary: The Inside Story of Supermax Isolation 
and How We Can Abolish It, was published by University of California Press 

and is now available. According to Kirkus Review, “A scathing report on the harsh culture of 
punishment in American prisons that finds expression most keenly in solitary confinement…. The 
author divides the book into three parts: Harsh Prison Conditions, The Human Damage, and The 
Alternative to Solitary. In the final section, Kupers calls for a rehabilitative attitude among all 
prison staff (as well as legislators and the public), a plan for keeping people with serious mental 
illness out of jails and prisons, and better ways of dealing with disturbed or disruptive prisoners.”  

 

file:///C:/Users/Sasha%20G/Downloads/Natalie@kehillasynagogue.org
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Economic Justice Committee Report for Kol Kehilla, Sept.-Oct. 2017
by Economic Justice Committee 

At the request of Kehilla’s Economic Justice 
Committee (EJC) the synagogue joined Oakland 
Community Organizations (OCO) in 2005 after 
surveying the congregation to learn which issues 
were most important to members. Even though 
about half or our membership did not live in 
Oakland, we felt that Joining OCO would magnify 
our ability to make change in many areas related 
to economic justice that would affect the entire 
Bay Area. In addition, OCO was working together 
with sister organizations which are part of PICO 
(People Improving Communities through 
Organizing) California, including federations in 
Berkeley, Southern Alameda County, Contra Costa 
County, San Francisco, San Mateo County and San 
Jose. These groups all use similar methods of 
organizing. 

OCO is a federation of about 40 churches, 
synagogues, Islamic centers, a Buddhist group, 
schools, and other community organizations which 
works on issues such as violence prevention, 
education, immigration, jobs, mass incarceration 
and other criminal justice concerns, affordable 
housing, community banking and illegal garbage 
dumping. It is about to celebrate its 40th 
anniversary on Sunday, Sept. 17, from 5-9pm at 
the Ascension Greek Orthodox Cathedral*. 

Because of the understanding that so many 
important problems are regional in nature, OCO 
has decided to undergo some significant changes. 
It will join forces as one organization with 
colleagues in COR (Congregations Organizing for 
Renewal, located in southern Alameda Co.) and 
CCISCO (Contra Costa Interfaith Supporting 
Community Organization, located in Contra Costa 
Co.) to become one organization. (Berkeley’s 
BOCA -- Berkeley Organizing Congregations for 
Action – will probably continue independently.) In 
addition, in its new make-up, OCO will share some 
significant staff positions – Communications 
Officer, Operations Officer, Funding Developer, 
and Regional Director of Strategy, with the San 
Francisco - San Mateo group. This consolidation 
will allow each group to take advantage of each 

other’s strengths and experience. Since many 
Oakland and Berkeley residents have relocated to 
farther locations due to the high cost of housing, 
joining together will enable us to continue 
working with our members (which OCO calls 
‘leaders’) in outlying areas. This is especially good 
for us at Kehilla, since so many of our members 
live outside of Oakland. 

In addition to housing, many of the EJC’s 
concerns are really regional issues: transportation, 
the environment, criminal justice, and education, 
to name a few. The Economic Justice Committee 
looks forward to working with the new OCO as it 
emerges as a stronger organization. 

Please think about joining the EJC in its OCO 
work! 

*Located at 4700 Lincoln Ave. Oakland 94602. 
For tickets, go to https://oco40.eventbrite.com. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank You for Your Generosity 

Thank you to Rita Sklar who, in response to our 
inquiry, generously donated her beautiful 

watercolor entitled, Generations of  
Women - Keeping the Light Aglow. It is now hanging 

outside our Sanctuary. 

https://oco40.eventbrite.com/
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New Adult Education Class Fall 2017 

Tikkun Ha’Nefesh:  Spiritual Growth Circle  
Taught by Rabbi Burt Jacobson 

The word tikkun means healing, fixing what is 
broken, or transformation. We usually associate 
this word with the phrase tikkun ha’olam, fixing, 
healing or transforming the world.  

Among liberal and progressive Jews, tikkun 
ha’olam refers primarily to engaging in issues that 
encompass social compassion and justice. This 
kind of activity has always been central to the 
leaders and members of Kehilla. Yet according to 
Jewish tradition, tikkun ha’olam is only one kind of 
tikkun. There are other kinds of healing and 
transformation as well. 

Throughout the Middle Ages Jewish writers 
spoke of tikkun ha’nefesh, which might be 
translated the healing, fixing or transformation of 
the soul. The focus of this kind of tikkun is the 
human self, most specifically the transformation 
of our negative personal qualities into positive 
virtues. As long as we are subject to greed, 
jealousy, ill will, indifference, and fear we 
contribute to the brokenness of the world. When 
our lives are grounded in wisdom, equanimity, 
compassion, loving kindness, and joy, on the other 
hand, we can instead contribute to tikkun 
ha’olam, and we can experience our profound 
unity and our interrelatedness with every 
manifestation of the unfolding universe and with 
the mystery underlying all reality. 

This Fall I will be initiating a new adult program 
that I am calling “Tikkun HaNefesh: Spiritual 
Growth Circle.” Jewish Renewal offers a rich 
assemblage of approaches and techniques for the 
cultivation of tikkun ha’nefesh, many of them 
inspired by the teachings of the Ba’al Shem Tov 
and his disciples. At our bi-weekly Wednesday 
evening group meetings we will employ Hasidic 
niggun (melody), meditation, prayer, spiritual 
readings, intimate group sharing and enneagram 
work—all in the service of personal spiritual 
growth and transformation. 

The group will meet ten times over the course 
of four months from 7:00-9:15pm in the back 
classroom on the main floor of Kehilla.  The dates 
of the meetings are the following: October 18, 
November 1, 15, 29, December 13, January 3, 17, 
31. There will be assignments between class 
meetings including readings, journaling and 
spiritual exercises. It will be essential for 
participants to attend all of the meetings. 

The circle will consist of a maximum of eight 
individuals, which will allow for deeper connection 
and closeness among its members. Registration 
priority will be given to members of Kehilla.  

The cost of the program is $300 for Kehilla 
members, but scholarships will be available, and 
no one will be turned away for lack of funds. The 
cost for non-members is $400. If you are 
interested and you feel that you cannot afford the 
full fee, please call Kehilla’s Executive Director, 
Michael Saxe-Taller at 510.547.2424 to arrange for 
a scholarship. 

If you have questions about the Spiritual 
Growth Circle, or you would like to register, 
please email me at rabburt@icloud.com, or call 
me at 510.283.5704. 

Class Dates: Wednesday’s – October 18, 
November 1, 15, 29, December 13, 2017 
and January 3, 17, 31, 2018 
Times: 7-9:15pm 
Cost: $300 for Kehilla members/$400 for non-
members 
Location: Back Classroom at Kehilla 
Registration:  Email Rabbi Burt 
at rabburt@icloud.com, or call 510.283.5704. 

 

 

 

 

To Register for Classes: You can register and pay online on the Kehilla website  by going to the 
"LEARN" tab and then selecting Adult Education, or send check payable to Kehilla to Kehilla, 
1300 Grand Ave., Piedmont, CA 94610 (indicating class name on memo). 

file:///C:/Users/Sasha%20G/Downloads/rabburt@icloud.com
file:///C:/Users/Sasha%20G/Downloads/rabburt@icloud.com
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SAVE THE DATE  

Faith Trio Harvest Dinner 

 
Saturday, November 4 

Please save the date of Saturday evening, November 4th for our Faith Trio Harvest Dinner at Montclair 
Presbyterian Church, 5701 Thornhill Dr. in Oakland. For over 10 years, Kehilla members have joined in an 
interfaith alliance with congregants from Montclair Presbyterian Church and the Islamic Cultural Center of 
Northern California called the “Faith Trio.” We celebrate our friendships and the fall season with a large 
vegetarian potluck dinner, sharing the bounty of the harvest and an opportunity to get to know friendly 
people of other faiths. Kehilla folks are requested to bring salads to our feast. See Kehilla weekly email for 
exact gathering time. 

 

It's Bar/Bat Mitzvah Season! 
Dear Kehilla Community, 
 

You are invited to join us at the following shabbat morning services as these amazing 7th graders 
become Bar/Bat Mitzvah. Some of us may feel a little hesitant about coming to a shabbat service when a 
young person we do not know personally is becoming Bar/Bat Mitzvah, but please be assured that having 
Kehilla community members present brings immense joy and liveliness to the service, which is greatly 
appreciated by the family and their young person. Furthermore, from the pride that the Bar/Bat Mitvah 
families show while joining in the Kehilla community aliya to the Torah, to the joyful way that the students 
dance with the day's celebrant after s/he has finished reading from the Torah, to the beautiful words that 
are shared when representatives of the chavurah present a gift to the Bar/Bat Mitzvah, the power of these 
services reaches all who attend.  

Please note that these services begin at 10am and please attend these (and all) services fragrance free.  
 
 Alana Berger Moodie becomes Bat Mitzvah on October 28 
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September & October 2017 
Please remember that all events are fragrance-free.

Fri., September 1, 7:30pm. Elul Kabbalat Shabbat 
with Hazzan Shulamit, Julie Nesnansky & Debbie 
Fier. Join us to light Shabbat candles and for a 
song-filled and soulful evening of both spirited and 
contemplative prayer. Kiddush follows the service. 
Bring veggie finger-food to share.  In the 
Sanctuary. 

Sat., September 2, 10:30am. Elul Outdoor Shabbat 
Morning Service at the Berkeley Marina with 
Rabbi David & Julie Nesnansky. Torah discussion 
focused on our Holy Day theme concerning how 
we put ourselves forward at this time which 
requires our resistance. From this day’s parasha, Ki 
Teytzey, we will use as a text Deuteronomy 23:16-
17 which is a support for those who provide 
sanctuary -- one of the tasks we may face. Please 
bring a chair with you and dress for the bay. 
Kiddush to follow.  Please also bring vegetarian 
finger foods to share, if you are able. Location: 
South side of the Berkeley Marina on southern 
side of Shorebird Park. On map apps, use “199 
Seawall Dr, 94710.” Park on the far side away 
from the restaurant, near Shorebird Park. If you 
cannot see where we are from the parking lot, 
then take the path to your right (toward Berkeley). 
We will be just inside the park from there, near 
the path. 

Mon., September 4. Kehilla Administrative Offices 
Closed for Labor Day. 

Mon., September 4, 7pm. Community Klezmer 
Workshop for Simchat Torah. We are thrilled to 
invite you into an exciting musical adventure for 
this coming Simchat Torah on October 12 at 
Kehilla! Our dancing with the Torah will be to 
the klezmer beats of awesome musicians Mike 
Perlmutter, Dave Rosenfeld, Jeanette Lewicki, and 
if we have our way, YOU! (see p. 4 for details). 

Tues., September 5, 7:30pm. Middle East Peace 
Committee Meeting. Fireside Room. 

Wed., September 6, 7:50am. Morning Meditation 
Sit with Rabbi Dev, Fireside Room. Doors open at 
7:50am. Short teaching at 7:55am, silent sit from 
8:00-8:30am, mourner’s kaddish and 
announcements at 8:30am. Please enter through 
the patio off Fairview Avenue. 
 

Thurs., September 7, 7pm. High Holiday Song 
Shop and Prayerful Preparation. Join Hazzan 
Shulamit and our Musical Prayer Leaders for an 
intimate evening of musical and spiritual 
preparation for the High Holidays. We’ll dive into 
the meaning of the prayers, taking ample time to 
sing together and explore how the energy of the 
music moves within us and in the space between 
us. Everyone is welcome! In the Sanctuary. (see p. 
4 for details). 

Fri., September 8, 6:30pm. Friday Night Peace 
Walk with OCO. Join Rabbi David in this walk for 
peace in our own community led by Oakland 
Community Organizations’ Ceasefire campaign. 
Second Fridays are when Kehilla folks are 
particularly encouraged to come. Meet inside First 
Mt. Sinai Church, 1970 86th Ave. For info, call 510-
606-5064. (see p. 5 for details). 

Sat., September 9, 10:30am. Elul Shabbat Service 
at Kehilla with Rabbi David and Beth Dickinson. 
We will read from the parashah Ki Tavo about a 
harvest festival ritual of healing from the trauma 
of slavery. Our Torah discussion will be about 
facing our traumas as an element of our internal 
work as we join in resistance to oppression. If you 
want to leyn, the aliyot are Deuteronomy 26:1-4; 
26:5-7; 26:8-11. In the Fireside Room. Kiddush will 
follow the service. Please bring veggie finger-food 
to share. 

Sun., September 10, 11am. Protest at the 
Richmond Immigration Detention Center.  In the 
wake of Charlottesville and the dangerous 
presidential pardon of Joe Arpaio, Kehilla’s 
Immigration Committee asks those with 
citizenship privilege to stand up for immigrants, 
refugees and poor folks—mostly people of color—
inside ICE/Contra Costa detention. Let Our People 
Go opposes mass incarceration/deportation with 
activist debriefs, music and stories from many 
faiths and the faithless. Only one hour long, it’s a 
way those with availability limits can turn out and 
help bring attention to this immoral site of 
internment. Location: the West County Detention, 
5555 Giant Hwy, Richmond. (see p. 18 for more 
details). 
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Sun. September 10, 2pm. Yoga Renewal. Enter 
into the High Holy Day season with a gentle 
Iyengar-based yoga and movement practice, 
infused with wisdom teachings rooted in Jewish 
Mystical tradition. Discover your own sensing, 
moving body as a resource for presence, joy and 
calm while gaining a deeper connection to 
yourself on all levels- mind,body, heart and spirit- 
at this time of return and renewal on the Hebrew 
Calendar. (see p. 6 for details). 

Mon., September 11, 7pm. Book Discussion 
Group.  We will discuss Two She Bears by Meir 
Shalev. All Kehilla members welcome. Fireside Room. 
(See p. 8 for details).   

Mon., September 11, 7pm. Community Klezmer 
Workshop for Simchat Torah. We are thrilled to 
invite you into an exciting musical adventure for 
this coming Simchat Torah on October 12 at 
Kehilla! Our dancing with the Torah will be to 
the klezmer beats of awesome musicians Mike 
Perlmutter, Dave Rosenfeld, Jeanette Lewicki, and 
if we have our way, YOU! (see p. 4 for details). 

Tues., September 12, 6:45pm. (Dinner at 6:15pm) 
Board of Trustees Meeting. All members are welcome. 
Fireside Room. 

Wednesday September 13, 7:50 am. Morning 
Meditation Sit with Rabbi Dev, Fireside Room. 
Doors open at 7:50am. Short teaching at 7:55am, 
silent sit from 8:00-8:30am, mourner’s kaddish 
and announcements at 8:30am. Please enter 
through the patio off Fairview Avenue. 

Fri., September 15, 1:30pm. Art Committee Meeting. 
Fireside Room. 

Fri., September 15, 7:30pm. Elul Kabbalat Shabbat 
with Hazzan Shulamit, Julie Nesnansky, Beth 
Dickinson and Jenna Stover-Kemp. Join us to light 
Shabbat candles and for a song-filled and soulful 
evening of both spirited and contemplative 
prayer. Kiddush follows the service. Please bring 
veggie finger-food to share.  In the Sanctuary. 

Fri., September 15- Sun., September 17. Grief and 

Growing Weekend.  Are you grieving someone 
significant to you who has died? This unique 
weekend is designed to help individuals and 
families attend to their losses and identify tools to 
help them in their mourning. Being away from 
home in the natural beauty of a retreat 

center offers a path through grief in a comforting 
setting. (see p. 12 for details). 

Sat., September 16, 2:30pm. Second Annual High 
Holy Days Art Show. Please join Kehilla’s Art 
Gallery Committee and contributing artists at our 
High Holy Day Art Show Reception. In the Fireside 
Gallery. If you have any questions, please contact 

us at kehillaart@gmail.com. (see p. 10 for 
details). 

Sat., September 16, 8pm. Selichot Evening Service 
with Sharon Grodin, Hazzan Shulamit & Rabbi Dev. 
Join Kehilla’s spiritual and musical leadership team 
for song, prayer, and story to get us on our way. 
(see p. 8 for details). 

Sun., September 17, 11am. Anti-Islamophobia / 
Pro-Immigrant Canvassing. Join Kehilla, Jewish 
Voice for Peace/Bay Area, Christ The Lord 
Episcopal Church, Episcopal Peace Fellowship,and 
the Interfaith Movement for Human Integrity– in 
an anti-Islamophobia / pro-Immigrant community 
canvas in PINOLE! (see p. 8 for details). 

Mon., September 18, 7pm. Community Klezmer 
Workshop for Simchat Torah. We are thrilled to 
invite you into an exciting musical adventure for 
this coming Simchat Torah on October 12 at 
Kehilla! Our dancing with the Torah will be to 
the klezmer beats of awesome musicians Mike 
Perlmutter, Dave Rosenfeld, Jeanette Lewicki, and 
if we have our way, YOU! (see p. 4 for details). 

Wed. September 20, 6:30pm @ Scottish Rite 
Center. Erev Rosh Hashanah. Welcome the new 
year, celebrate the birthday of the world, and 
gather with our community as we face this 
moment together, and begin to draw on the 
practices of this season to sustain us and uplift us 
in difficult times. Led by Rabbi Dev Noily, Sharon 
Grodin, Hazzan Shulamit and Kehilla’s Musical 
Prayer Leaders. Sermon by Howard Hamburger.  

Thurs., September 21, 9:30am @ Scottish Rite 
Center. Rosh Hashanah Morning Main Sanctuary 
Service: Ketzev Kehilla drumming circle with 
Debbie Fier opens our service, which continues 
with  Howard Hamburger, Rabbi David Cooper, 
Hazzan Shulamit Wise Fairman and Kehilla’s 
Musical Prayer Leaders. 

Teen Sermon by Jessica Shen-Wachter 

file:///C:/Users/Sasha%20G/Downloads/kehillaart@gmail.com
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Torah Reading: Exodus 3 – Moses at the Burning 
Bush: the call to service and liberation 

Family & Youth Service: 10:00am, 3rd Floor. With 
Beth Dickinson, Rabbi Gray Myrseth and Jenna 
Stover-Kemp. Stories, music and lots of 
participation fill this fun, kid-centered experience 
that includes Shofar sounding, Torah procession 
and other Rosh Hashanah traditions. Geared for 
children in grades 1 to 6, and open to all ages. 

Toddler Service (for kids up to age 5 and their 
grown-ups): 10:15am, 3rd Floor. With Jen Miriam 
and Alon Altman. Enjoy a Rosh Hashanah 
experience with puppets, music and lots of fun for 
our youngest celebrants and the grown-ups who 
love them. 

Tashlich at Lake Merritt: 12:45pm. Join Rabbi 
David immediately after morning services for the 
tradition of casting into the water the mistakes 
we’ve made over the last year, and cleansing 
ourselves to begin anew. 

Thurs., September 21, 2pm. Rosh Hashanah 
Lunch. Would you like to join other Kehilla folks 
for lunch on Rosh Hashanah? Come and enjoy 
lunch together on the first day of Rosh 
Hashanah, Thursday, September 21, at 2pm at a 
restaurant near the Oakland Scottish Rite Center, 
where Kehilla Rosh Hashanah services will be held 
that morning. (see p. 12 for details). 

Fri., September 22, 9:30am @ Kehilla. Second Day 
Rosh Hashanah Morning. With Rabbi Chaya 
Gusfield and Eve Decker. Receive the 
replenishment of contemplative song, story and 
silence.  Rabbi Chaya and Buddhist teacher and 
musician Eve Decker use the beautiful 
complement of Jewish and Buddhist teachings, 
music and spiritual practices to delve deeply into 
the essence of this holy day.  A more intimate 
service for the second day. 

Sat., September 23, 10:30am @ Kehilla. Shabbat 
Shuvah with Howard Hamburger and Julie 
Nesnansky. Practice in the power of this one 
Shabbat between Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur 
- the Shabbat of Turning. Kiddush sponsored by 
Amy Bat Tzipora & Beth Weinberger in memory of 
Beth's mother, Frieda Weinberger (her yahrzeit) 
and in memory of Amy’s beloved Mother, Father, 
Bubbies, Zaydes, and Tanta. 

Wed., September 27, 7:50am. Morning 
Meditation Sit with Rabbi Dev, Fireside Room. 
Doors open at 7:50am. Short teaching at 7:55am, 
silent sit from 8:00-8:30am, mourner’s kaddish 
and announcements at 8:30am. Please enter 
through the patio off Fairview Avenue.  

Wed. September 27, 6:30pm. Economic Justice 
Committee Meeting. Fireside Room. 

Fri., September 29, 6:30pm @ Scottish Rite 
Center. Kol Nidre. Geared for adults – all ages 
welcome (see below for family & toddler Kol 
Nidre). On this holiest night of the Jewish year it’s 
our custom to wear white, to avoid leather, to 
fast, and to pray wearing a tallit/prayer shawl – 
the only time in the year that a tallit is worn at 
night. Led by Rabbi Dev Noily, Avi Rose, Hazzan 
Shulamit Wise Fairman and Kehilla’s Musical 
Prayer Leaders.  Sermon by Rabbi Dev. 

Fri., September 29, 6:30pm @ Kehilla. Family Kol 
Nidre. Geared for children in grades 1 to 6; 
everyone welcome. Join Kehilla School’s new 
Director, Rabbi Gray Myrseth, and local treasure 
and world musician Lior Ben-Hur for this special 
family experience of Kol Nidre.  Enter into the 
holiness of Yom Kippur with music, story and 
tradition that brings families into the experience 
of this holy time together. 

Fri., September 29, 6:30pm @ Kehilla. Toddler Kol 
Nidre. Geared for tots, babies and the grown-ups 
who love them with Jen Miriam and Alon Altman 
bring their warm, loving and puppet-filled world to 
a Kol Nidre experience for little ones up to age 5 
and the grown-ups who love them. 

Sat., September 30, 9:30am @ Scottish Rite 
Center. Yom Kippur Morning Main Sanctuary 
Service (all ages welcome). Debbie Fier opens the 
morning with a contemplative soundscape, and 
the service continues with Sharon Grodin, Rabbi 
Dev Noily, Hazzan Shulamit Wise Fairman and 
Kehilla’s Musical Prayer Leaders. Sermon by 
Aurora Levins-Morales 

Torah Reading: Numbers 19 – Looking at what lies 
ahead and meeting fear and opportunity 

Youth Service (geared to 6th – 8th graders) 

10:00-11:00am, details TBA 

Yom Kippur Afternoon @ Kehilla 2:30- 4:30pm 
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Please check the website for details about 
afternoon workshops and services. 

Yom Kippur Afternoon/Evening @ Kehilla 4:30-
9:00pm 

4:30pm Yizkor- Service of Remembrance 

Led by Rabbi David and Kehilla’s 
Musical Prayer leaders 

5:30pm A Disability Justice Healing Service 
with Rabbi Elliot Kukla 

A ritual focusing on praying for the 
access and health care needed for 
sick and disabled people in our 
society and celebrating our inter-
dependence and survival.  With 
Rabbi Elliot Kukla and Kehilla’s 
Musical Prayer Leaders  

6:30pm      Ne’ilah – Closing the Gates 

With Howard Hamburger, Rabbi 
Dev, Hazzan Shulamit, and Kehilla’s 
Musical Prayer Leaders 

8:05pm      Havdallah followed by pot-luck 
break-fast 

Please bring a vegetarian dish to 
share with at least 8-10 people! 

Mon., October 2, 7pm. Community Klezmer 
Workshop for Simchat Torah. We are thrilled to 
invite you into an exciting musical adventure for 
this coming Simchat Torah on October 12 at 
Kehilla! Our dancing with the Torah will be to 
the klezmer beats of awesome musicians Mike 
Perlmutter, Dave Rosenfeld, Jeanette Lewicki, and 
if we have our way, YOU! (see p. 4 for details). 

Tues., October 3, 7:30pm. Middle East Peace 
Committee Meeting. Fireside Room. 

Wed., October 4, 7:50am. Morning Meditation Sit 
with Rabbi Dev, Fireside Room. Doors open at 
7:50am. Short teaching at 7:55am, silent sit from 
8:00-8:30am, mourner’s kaddish and 
announcements at 8:30am. Please enter through 
the patio off Fairview Avenue. 

Thurs., October 5. Kehilla Administrative Offices 
Closed for Sukkot. 

Friday, October 6, 6:30pm. Erev Shabbat in the 
Sukkah with Rabbi David. Bring dinner to eat or to 

share, and enjoy living outside in our community 
Sukkah.  On the patio. (see p. 12 for details). 

Sat., October 7, 2017, 10:30am. Shabbat of Sukkot 
with Rabbi Dev and Hazzan Shulamit. Join us for a 
special Shabbat service, while our joy is amplified 
by the celebration of Sukkot. We’ll sing Hallel, 
extra songs of praise, joy, and longing, and make 
hakafot, circular processions around the sanctuary 
with lulavim-- if you have one, bring it along. 
Please bring a veggie dish to share for a festive 
kiddush in the Sukkah after services! 

Sun., October 8, 11am. Kehilla Neighborhood 
Brunches. If you have ever wanted to find out 
more about the Kehilla members in your 
neighborhood and to make connections in your 
local village – come to a Kehilla Neighborhood 
Brunch! This year we have four hosts in four 
geographic areas of our congregation who have 
offered to open their houses so that you and your 
family may gather with Kehilla members to get to 
know those near your home neighborhood. (see p. 
17 for details). 

Sun., October 8, 11am. Protest at the Richmond 
Immigration Detention Center.  In the wake of 
Charlottesville and the dangerous presidential 
pardon of Joe Arpaio, Kehilla’s Immigration 
Committee asks those with citizenship privilege to 
stand up for immigrants, refugees and poor 
folks—mostly people of color—inside ICE/Contra 
Costa detention. Let Our People Go opposes mass 
incarceration/deportation with activist debriefs, 
music and stories from many faiths and the 
faithless. Only one hour long, it’s a way those with 
availability limits can turn out and help bring 
attention to this immoral site of internment. 
Location: the West County Detention, 5555 Giant 
Hwy, Richmond. (see p. 18 for details). 

Sun., October 8, 4pm. Heritage Trip for Personal 
and Collective Liberation! This Summer, new 
Kehilla member, Matt Leber, went to Poland and 
Ukraine to reconnect with his roots, meet family, 
and dance to Klezmer music!  Additionally, Matt 
went with the specific intent to reverse/recover 
from the impacts of assimilation, reclaim culture 
and understand more about “how his people 
became white”.  During this week of Sukkot, a 
time that we call on the presence of our 
ancestors, Matt will share stories and photos 
about his travels, share reflections on the 
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connection to our past and the fight for justice in 
our current moment.  There will be some 
discussion and time for question and answer. (see 
p.  19 for details). 

Mon., October 9, 7pm. Book Discussion Group. 
 We will discuss A Mother’s Reckoning by Susan 
Klebold. All Kehilla members welcome. Fireside Room. 
(See p. 8 for details).   

Wed., October 11, 7:50am. Outdoor Morning 
Meditation Sit in the Sukkah! with Rabbi Dev. 
Fireside Room. Doors open at 7:50am. Short 
teaching at 7:55am, silent sit from 8:00-8:30am, 
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 
8:30am. Please enter through the patio off 
Fairview Avenue. Dress warmly. 

Thurs., October 12, 6:30pm. Jewish Renewal 
Community Simchat Torah Celebration & Dance 
Party @ Kehilla. Kehilla, Chochmat HaLev, 
Aquarian Minyan and Beyt Tikkun come together 
at Kehilla to end and begin the Torah and to 
dance, dance, dance with our community-
enhanced Klezmer band led by Mike Perlmutter 
and Dave Rosenfeld! (see p. 12 for details). 

Fri., October 13. Kehilla Administrative Offices 
Closed for Simchat Torah. 

Sat., October 14, 10:30am. Shabbat Bereshit with 
Howard Hamburger and Julie Nesnansky. Kick off 
the new cycle of studying Torah with Howard and 
Julie, exploring our ancient creation story. Please 
bring a veggie dish to share for kiddush after 
services! 

Wed., October 18, 7:50 am. Morning Meditation 
Sit with Rabbi Dev, Fireside Room. Doors open at 
7:50am. Short teaching at 7:55am, silent sit from 
8:00-8:30am, mourner’s kaddish and 
announcements at 8:30am. Please enter through 
the patio off Fairview Avenue. 

Wed. October 18, 6:30pm. Economic Justice 
Committee Meeting. Fireside Room. 

Wed., October 18, 7pm. Tikkun Ha’Nefesh: Spiritual 
Growth Circle with Rabbi Burt Jacobson. This 
Fall’s new Adult Education class will be initiating a 
new adult program that’s called “Tikkun 
HaNefesh: Spiritual Growth Circle.” Jewish 
Renewal offers a rich assemblage of approaches 
and techniques for the cultivation of tikkun 
ha’nefesh, many of them inspired by the teachings 
of the Ba’al Shem Tov and his disciples. At this bi-

weekly Wednesday evening group meetings we 
will employ Hasidic niggun (melody), meditation, 
prayer, spiritual readings, intimate group sharing 
and enneagram work—all in the service of 
personal spiritual growth and transformation. (see 
p. 21 for details). 

Friday, October 20, 1:30pm. Art Committee 
Meeting. Back Classroom, Main Floor. 

Fri., October 20, 2017, 7:30pm. Kabbalat Shabbat 
with Hazzan Shulamit and Jenna Stover-Kemp. Join 
us to light Shabbat candles and for a song-filled 
and soulful evening of both spirited and 
contemplative prayer. Celebrate Rosh Chodesh 
Cheshvan. Kiddush follows the service. Please 
bring veggie finger-food to share. In the Sanctuary. 

Sat., October 21, 2017, 10:30am. Family Shabbat 
with Rabbi Gray and Hazzan Shulamit. Celebrate 
Rosh Chodesh Cheshvan! Join us for an engaging, 
musical service for people of all ages. Families 
especially encouraged to join in the fun! Please 
bring a veggie dish to share for kiddush lunch after 
services. 
Sun., October 22, 11:30am. Docent Tour & Tikkun 
Olam at 2 Pioneer Jewish Cemeteries. Join the 
Chevra Kadisha committee Docent Tour & Tikkun 
Olam at 2 Pioneer Jewish Cemeteries. (see p. 16 
for details). 
Wed., October 25, 7:50am. Morning Meditation 
Sit with Rabbi Dev, Fireside Room. Doors open at 
7:50am. Short teaching at 7:55am, silent sit from 
8:00-8:30am, mourner’s kaddish and 
announcements at 8:30am. Please enter through 
the patio off Fairview Avenue. 

Fri., October 27, 6:30pm. Tot Shabbat with Jen 
Miriam, Alon Altman & Puppet Friends! For 
children up to 5 years old (or older if they enjoy it) 
and their grown-ups. Come together for a song-, 
story- and friend-filled welcoming of Shabbat! 
 Please bring a vegetarian potluck dish to share if 
you can. In the Social Hall. 

Sat., October 28, 10:00am. Shabbat Morning 
Service & Celebration of Alana Berger Moodie 
becoming Bat Mitzvah. With Rabbi Dev, Julie 
Nesnansky, Rabbi Carol Caine (Alana’s teacher) 
and Debbie Fier.  Join us as we celebrate Shabbat 
and Alana ’s simcha. Kiddush provided by Alana’s 
parents, Stephanie Berger and Dahlia Moodie. 
(see p. 22 for details).
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Kehilla Community Synagogue  
1300 Grand Avenue, Piedmont, CA 94610  

Please use the following number for all staff: (510) 547-2424 

Senior Rabbi, Dev Noily 
RabbiDev@kehillasynagogue.org x104 

x103 Director of Kehilla School, Rabbi Gray Myrseth 
rabbigray@kehillasynagogue.org 

 

Active Emeritus Rabbi, David J. Cooper 
Rabbidavid@kehillasynagogue.org 

x104 Youth Programs Coordinator, Natalie Boskin 
Natalie@kehillasynagogue.org 

X107 

Executive Director, Michael Saxe-Taller 
Michael@kehillasynagogue.org 

x101 Bookkeeper, Molly Melamed 
Molly@kehillasynagogue.org 

x102 

Music Director, Hazzan Shulamit Wise Fairman 
Shulamit@kehillasynagogue.org 

 Events Line:  
Fax: 510-547-2442 

X216 

Founding Rabbi, Burt Jacobson 510- 283-5704 
RabBurt@earthlink.net 

 Chevra Kadisha:  
Jane Hoberman: 510-843-6047 

 

Office Administrator, Dee Ward 
Dee@kehillasynagogue.org  

x100 Committee Against Abuse: 
Steven Falk: 510-339-0517 

 

Office Assistant, Rebecca Spiro 
Admin@kehillasynagogue.org 

x106 Spiritual Life Practices 
Spirituallife@kehillasynagogue.org 

 

Bar/Bat Mitvzah Program Director, Sandra Razieli 
Sandra@kehillasynagogue.org 

X105 Kol Kehilla Layout & Editor: Dee Ward 
Proofreader: Shoshana Finacom 
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