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The Prophet's Warning
Remarks by Rabbi David J. Cooper at the celebration, February 12, 2017

I think my path to social
activism began in a moment
when I was about eight. I
remember being in a car going
through the Bowery in
Manhattan. We stopped at a
light and looking out the
window, I saw a man eating
out of the trash can at the
corner. I don’t know how it
was, but somehow I knew that
there was nothing wrong with
this man that he had to eat out of the garbage, but that
there was something wrong with this world that some
people were forced to eat from the trash.

raise my as-yet-unborn children in a community which
seamlessly integrated social activism and Jewish
spirituality. I did, and now Talia and Lev are two of the
smartest organizers I have ever met and they identify
their activism with their Jewishness. So in my
experience, it takes a synagogue to raise an activist.
Kehilla Starts During Reagan
We started 1984 at a time of reactionary Reagan
policies. It was pretty soon after the Israeli invasion of
Lebanon when in the wake of the Sabra Shatila
massacres, many of us felt a little crazy at other
synagogues on High Holy Days where rabbis made no
mention of the moral issues raised by the war. We
didn’t want that silence in our synagogue. Later we
became the first synagogue to recognize the need for a
Palestinian state and recently we passed with a large
consensus our values statement on Israel/Palestine.
(You can view the values statement here:
http://kehillasynagogue.org/kehilla-statement-ofvalues-on-israelpalestine/ .)

Later, in my early teens, I started visiting the Marxist
Jefferson Bookstore near Union Square to get books on
capitalism and racism. I hung out at the Student Union
at NYU where I watched documentaries explaining the
war in Vietnam and I ended up joining the high school
wing of SDS. I became a contributor to the underground
student paper at Stuyvesant High School and I was
proud that my mother got called into the principal’s
office because I had been a leader of the demonstration
against having police in the school.

So, it’s on the backdrop of the politics of the early
80’s that I started to work with Burt and with a core
group of folks to create a synagogue of resistance, or a
“Jewish base community.” We felt we were better
suited for the struggle if we were part of a
multigenerational caring community that shared our
progressive values and that would also be there for
each of us in our times of celebration and in our times
of grief and vulnerability. I believe that we organized
Kehilla in 1984 so that it would be here in 2017. Now we
need it more than ever. Thank God or Whatever that we
don’t have to organize this from scratch at this point.

My Social Action & Jewish Practice Unconnected
Now all this was happening while I was active in the
Conservative Movement’s Leaders Training Fellowship
of the United Synagogue Youth. On Shabbos mornings, I
was a leader of services at junior congregation. And on
Friday evenings, as a member of Hashomer Hatzair, a
secular Jewish Socialist youth movement, I taught
Marxism and played ping pong. Somehow, I didn’t get it
that these activities were supposed to be contradictory.

And I am also very grateful that there is new
leadership in Kehilla that is too young to have been
there when we started – people who are enthusiastic
about perpetuating Kehilla’s original vision, people who
are evolving it into a new generation. I am proud that
Kehilla is the kind of congregation to which Rabbi Dev
Noily, Hazzan Shulamit Wise Fairman and Executive
Director Michael Saxe-Taller would want to dedicate
themselves. And with the whole staff, and all the
activists and congregants of the shul, we are in good
hands. [continued on p.11]

For years I was an activist, and at the same time, I
pursued my Jewish practice and studies. But I never
really integrated my activism and my Judaism, not until I
joined Rabbi Burt in 1984 to organize a leftist and
spiritual synagogue called Kehilla. I have told the story
many times, most recently in the last Kehilla newsletter,
about how I decided that starting a leftist synagogue
was the most subversive thing I could do. And it was
also important to me personally because I wanted to
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Executively Speaking: An Extraordinary Celebration
by Michael Saxe-Taller, Executive Director
It was an extraordinary
celebration.
On February 12, 2017, close to
400 people packed the pews of
First Presbyterian Church of
Berkeley for From Justice to
Justice and Strength to
Strength: A Celebration of
Rabbi David Cooper. The
crowd included Kehilla
members and supporters, folks
from the broader Jewish
community and social justice
colleagues of Rabbi David’s.

Beautiful descriptions by Rabbi Burt, Nancy
Feinstein and Rabbi Dev of the work that Rabbi
David has done to build Kehilla



A powerful testimonial to Rabbi David and the
impact of his work for justice by Rev. Phil
Lawson, a longtime civil rights leader and
former colleague of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.



An exhortation by Rabbi David for us to answer
the call to justice of the Hebrew Prophets (see
page 1)



Following Rabbi David’s talk, a deeply moving
rendition of the Sounds of Silence by David’s
daughter, Talia Cooper



Moving blessings from five of Rabbi David’s
community partners in justice



A powerful concert of Songs of Freedom &
Justice by Linda Tillery, Anthony Mordechai Tzvi
Russell, Linda Hirschhorn, and Talia Cooper

An extraordinary performance by Linda Tillery
and Anthony Russell of Go Down Moses and
Zog Nit Keyn Mol (The Partisan Song)



Rabbi David receiving the Priestly Blessing from
Hazzan Shulamit while surrounded by Kehilla’s
Spiritual Leaders and Rabbi David’s family,
clergy colleagues and social justice partners



Rabbi David being lifted in a chair and danced
around to a Yiddush song played by Kehilla’s
Klezmer Band

For the first half of the evening, I had a birds-eye
view of the crowd as they listened to the tributes to
Rabbi David. I watched as people were moved to tears
and laughter as each person spoke or sung. The
sanctuary was filled with love and appreciation for
Rabbi David and this marvelous community that he has
helped to create.

It was a spectacular afternoon of tributes, blessings
and music, highlighted by:




The event happened due to the efforts of many
people. Generosity Committee Chairs Marjorie Cox and
Julia Epstein and Generosity Consultant Susan
Freundlich put in dozens of hours to organize and
produce the event with grace and skill. Alex Madonik
took photos and made a sweet slide show of Rabbi
David’s life. Norma Mark, with help from Madeleine
Adkins, designed a beautiful event program. Carol
Rothman and Remedios Martinez-Cantu made
spectacular flower arrangements. Barbara Cohen and
Jon Levin coordinated desserts and drinks. And
members of the Kehilla’s Generosity Committee, Board
of Directors and staff and dozens of Kehilla volunteers
did all of the small things necessary to hold such a
complex event.
We couldn’t have asked for more. We honored our
beloved Rabbi, brought together our community,
received inspiration during these challenging political
times and raised over $20,000 to continue the work of
the Kehilla Community that Rabbi David has been so
generous to help build.
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Special Showing of the Documentary Film

An Afternoon of Poetry
with Dina Elenbogen

"A Will for the Woods"

“Most of What is Beautiful”

Saturday, March 4, 7pm

Sunday, March 5, 4pm

Kehilla is honored to present a poetry reading by
Dina Elenbogen with readings from her new
manuscript, Most of What is Beautiful.

Green Burial

Dina is a widely published and award-winning poet
and prose writer, and author of the memoir, Drawn
from Water: an American Poet, an Ethiopian Family, an
Israeli Story (BkMK University of Missouri Press) and
the poetry collection Apples of the Earth (Spuyten
Duyvil, New York).

What is it?
How can it help save the planet?
Why is it revolutionary?
Sponsored by Kehilla’s Chevra Kadisha

Her work has appeared in anthologies such as City of
the Big Shoulders (University of Iowa Press) Beyond
Lament (Northwestern University press), Where We
Find Ourselves (SUNYPress) and magazines and journals
such as Prairie Schooner, Poet Lore, Bellevue Literary
Review, Tikkun, December, Paterson Literary Review
and New City Chicago. She has received fellowships
from the Illinois Arts Council and the Ragdale
Foundation. She has an MFA in poetry from the Iowa
Writer’s Workshop and teaches creative writing at the
University of Chicago Graham School.

"A Will for the Woods" is an award-winning
documentary film that explores these questions. This
upbeat film follows Clark Wang as he prepares for his
own green burial. Clark is battling lymphoma and
determined that his last act will be a gift to the planet.
He is a musician, psychiatrist, and folk dancer who, along
with his partner Jane, have joined with a local cemeterian
to use his green burial to begin the saving of a North
Carolina woods from being clear-cut. This film documents
one dedicated man and one extraordinary community as
they set in motion the genesis of this revolutionary
movement.

Requested donation $10. Light refreshments will be
served.
Fireside Room

We will join the Kehilla community for havdalah,
followed by the showing of this 94-minute film.
Refreshments will be provided. There is no fee for this
event.
Sanctuary
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Kehilla School Purim Spiel!

Purim Carnival!

Thursday, March 9, 5pm

Sunday, March 12, 2:00-4:00pm

Join Kehilla School's young people for a low
key, all-in, DIY Purim Spiel!

Fun for the Whole Family!

Sanctuary

Celebrate Purim!
Saturday, March 11, 6:00-11pm
With Kehilla, Chochmat HaLev
and Urban Adamah

Costumes! Games! Music! Prizes! Bouncy House!
Face Painting! Tasty Treats!
Kids of all ages, grab your grown ups and come
celebrate Purim, our topsy-turvy, rip-roarin' time to
party hardy and laugh at everything and everyone!

6:00 pm – Pre-Party Family Friendly Puppet Show and
Costume Parade with Jen Miriam.

Cost: $10-36 sliding scale per family

7:00 pm – Full Megillah Reading and Creative Purim
Storytelling
8:30 pm – Dance Party with the amazing Shamati
You can learn more and order tickets here:

At Kehilla

http://urbanadamah.org/events/purim-like-its-5777/

Book Discussion Group

At Urban Adamah
1151 Sixth Street, Berkeley, CA 94710

Monday, March 13, 7pm
All Kehilla members are welcome to join us for our
customary meetings on the second Monday of the
month at 7pm.
We will be selecting the books for the coming
year. Please send suggestions of books to Joseph
Sklar at jsklar3826@yahoo.com

Faith Trio Announces Website
Featuring Our Interfaith Art
After several years of effort, the interfaith art
team is excited to announce the website
documenting our work and our interfaith art
exhibitions. These exhibitions feature artwork
expressing a commitment to peace, understanding,
coexistence and dialogue among diverse faiths and
include many works by Kehilla artists.This website
has been developed with the support of Kehilla
Community Synagogue and our two other Faith Trio
partners, the Islamic Cultural Center of Northern
California and Montclair Presbyterian Church. Please
take a look at our website www.interfaithart.org .

When suggesting a book, it must have "Jewish"
associated with the book, which is loosely defined as
having Jewish content, by a Jewish author, or interest
to Jews. Please also provide information about the
availability of the book through at least the Berkeley
and Oakland libraries. It also helps to know if there
are a lot of holds on the book. This information
should be sent to Joseph by March 1st. A list will be
compiled and sent to anyone interested. At the
meeting we will vote to see what books will be read
in the coming year.

Please send any comments to
interfaithartexhibit@gmail.com

Fireside Room
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Rabbi David’s Movie Class:
Doing the Right Thing

An Evening with the Ba’al Shem Tov:
A Monthly Class with
Rabbis Burt Jacobson &
Cynthia Hoffman

The Hebrew word for “justice” has a simple root, tzedek,
also translated as “righteousness.” But it simply means to
do the right thing. But what is the right thing? How do we
determine it? And if determined, how do we summon the
will to take the risks that doing the right thing entails.

Wednesdays at 7:00-9:00pm
March 15th, April 19th & May 24th

You can take the whole series or come just to any of
them. Be sure to check the Kehilla website to confirm
the location.

Israel Ba’al Shem Tov was the father of Hasidism, the
18th century movement for Jewish spiritual renewal. And
he was also the single most significant traditional Jewish
influence on the development of Neo-Hasidism and the
contemporary movement for Jewish renewal. His
spiritual wisdom is exceptionally relevant for our time.

Cost includes gluten-free veggy stew dinner!!
March 8, 6:15 gather; intro & film at 6:30 promptly.
The Wannsee Conference (1984) – A reenactment of the
short conference in 1942 where officials of the Third
Reich, including Eichmann, met to discuss practicalities in
finalizing the final solution. The context is a limited and
racist world view where the most "liberal" choices favor
murdering a few less people. Good prep for the next film
in the series. The film is exactly the same length as the
actual conference: 85 minutes.

Join Rabbis Burt and Cynthia for three joyful evenings
of niggun chanting, meditation, small group study, minilectures and Q & A. Each evening we will be examining
one or more of the Besht’s teachings on bringing joy and
compassion into our lives. Each class is independent; you
may attend one, two or all three classes.
Rabbi Burt Jacobson is the Founding Rabbi of Kehilla
Community Synagogue. He recently published This
Precious Moment: The Wisdom of the Ba’al Shem Tov,
and he has completed a second book, There is Only One
Love: The Ba’al Shem Tov in the Modern World.

March 15, 6:15 gather; intro & film at 6:30 promptly.
Hannah Arendt (2012). A drama about Arendt's wrestling
with the ethical choices facing perpetrators and victims
of the holocaust. Looking at the Eichmann trial, Arendt
considers how doing the right thing requires getting off
automatic pilot lest you fall into the banality of evil. Her
very act of discussing the issue at all models the
purposeful thinking required to do the right thing. Best if
you saw Wannsee film on March 8.
113 min.

Rabbi Cynthia Hoffman was ordained by the ALEPH:
Alliance for Jewish Renewal three years ago. She is a
longtime student of Rabbi Burt’s, specializing in the
teachings of the Ba’al Shem Tov.
Time: 7-9pm
Location: Back classroom, main floor

March 22, 6:15 gather; intro & film at 6:30 promptly.
Where to Invade Next (2015). What choices have other
countries made to do the right thing for their people?
Michael Moore's tongue-in-cheek, yet factual,
documentary makes us seriously consider the poor
choices the U.S. has made and provides a vision of what
is possible if we do the right thing. 120 min.

Cost: Tuition will be $18. per class or $48. for the entire
series. If you are planning to attend please let Rabbi Burt
know in advance (at rabburt@earthlink.net) so he will
know the number of copies of class materials to print.
To Register: You can register on our website at
www.Kehillasynagogue.org, and click on the "Learn" link,
or register here. Or send check payable to Kehilla to
Kehilla, 1300 Grand Avenue, Piedmont, CA 94610

Time: 6:15: Dinner 6:30 Introduction & Movie
Location: For location, please call 510-606-5604 before
4pm the day of the class if you are new to the class.
Cost: (includes gluten-free veggy stew) $15 per evening
for members; $20 for nonmembers
$75 for the whole series for members; $100 for
nonmembers
To Register: You can register on our website at
www.Kehillasynagogue.org, and click on the "Learn" link,
or send check payable to Kehilla to Kehilla, 1300 Grand
Avenue, Piedmont, CA 94610
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CHAI Shabbat

Thank You to Alameda County
Community Food Bank Volunteers
Thanks very much to the Kehilla volunteers who
helped on Friday morning, February 3 at the
Alameda County Community Food Bank, and
bagged fruit for distribution to needy people in
Alameda County.

Saturday, March 18, 10am

Volunteers were David Green, Dan
Alpert, Ellen Bernstein, Jeanette Nichols, Karen
Friedman, Laura Nelson, Lea Delson and Richard
Spieglman.

Join us for this special Shabbat with a full
complement of our service leaders, our musical
prayer leaders, and Ketzev Kehilla -- our drum
orchestra led by Debbie Fier.

This activity was organized by the Faith Trio, an
interfaith alliance of Kehilla along with the Islamic
Cultural Center of Northern California and
Montclair Presbyterian Church, and volunteers
from Temple Sinai in Oakland also participated.

We will be celebrating folks who have recently
become “new Jews,” and we may have other
things to celebrate, too. A kiddush repast follows
the shabbat service. Bring a veggie or dairy dish to
share. (Fish allowed but no shell fish).

Opening Reception of “Art of Mine and the Moms”
Saturday, March 18, 3:00-5:00 pm
Join us for the opening reception of “Art of Mine and
the Moms” featuring the artwork of Annie Kennedy and
her two moms, Jananne Kennedy and Sheila Kennedy.
(The show will go up in the Fireside Art Gallery on
March 3.)
Goat Rock Beach

Annie Kennedy

Annie writes: Growing up, I was surrounded by a variety of
artwork by my mother, and aunt. Turns out my Aunt was really
my birth mom. Later in life, while studying architecture, I
discovered that I, too, had some of those artistic gifts. I have
much of my mom’s and aunt’s (birth-mom’s) artwork, and it was
suggested to me that I combine a show with my photos, art, and
my two mom’s art to show the influences and love of art that
was passed on to me.
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Shabbaton with Rabbi Jeff Roth
March 25-26, 2017

Sponsored by Kehilla Community Synagogue

Saturday, March 25th at 10:00 AM – 12:30 PM - Shabbat Davening
We will chant verses from our Shabbat liturgy, have an incredible Torah service, have moments of silence,
learning, and just “being," all of which greatly nurtures our souls and our experience of the divine in this sacred
space. Join us for this unique opportunity!

Followed by a potluck kiddush lunch with an option for silence
(please bring something vegetarian to share)

Saturday, 3:00 - 5:00 pm - Meditation/Mindfulness Practice Session
Sunday, March 26, 3:00-5:00 pm - Book Talk on Rabbi Jeff’s new book
Me, Myself & God: A Theology of Mindfulness
Kehilla is thrilled to host Rabbi Jeff Roth, the founder and director of the Awakened Heart Project for
Contemplative Judaism, and co-founder of Elat Chayyim, the Jewish Spiritual Retreat Center where he served as
executive director and spiritual director for 13 years.
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A Political Engagement Workshop
Sunday, April 2, 4pm

Has the new political situation got you keyed up?
Are you getting deluged with requests to make phone
calls, sign petitions and show up for demonstrations?



Kehilla is organizing a one-day workshop with
experienced activists who can help you take effective
political action without getting overwhelmed.


The workshop will take place at Kehilla in the
Sanctuary, Sunday, April 2 from 4 p.m.to 7 p.m.
After a brief introduction, participants will divide
into issue breakout groups, each meeting with an
experienced activist. You will learn how you can help
with such causes as:









Vulnerable Populations: Make the United
States more welcoming, safer and tolerant by
reforming immigration policy and protecting
Muslims, Jews, people of color, LGBTQ people
and others who are coming under attack.
Environment: Protect the earth from climate
change, preserve clean water, land and air and
protect endangered species.
Healthcare: Ensure that all Americans have
access to affordable healthcare and family
planning. Current concerns include the
Affordable Care Act (ACA), Medicaid,
Medicare, women’s health, abortion and the
Children’s Health Insurance Program (CHIP)
among others.



Social Services: Ensure that everyone has the
resources and assistance they need to
overcome economic and social disadvantages.
Current concerns include the Women, Infants
and Children (WIC) and Food Stamps (SNAP)
programs among others.
Voting Rights and Voters’ Power: Stop
gerrymandering, prevent voter suppression
and make use of Tea Party-style lobbying for
progressive causes.
Criminal Justice: Prevent mass incarceration
and promote fair policing.
Civil Liberties: Protect freedom of the press,
freedom of assembly, separation of church and
state and other constitutional rights.
Spirituality: Center your activism in your
spiritual, emotional and religious practices.
Channel your passion for change without
burning out.

After meeting in this first round of breakout groups
for about half an hour, you will then have one other
breakout group opportunity of 30 minutes. Light
refreshments will be served.
Reserve your place at this workshop with an email
by 3/15 to Karen at karenrachels@gmail.com. Please
put “4/2 Workshop” in the subject line. Also let Karen
know if you can help with logistics.

Kehilla Community Seder – Save the Date!
Saturday evening, April 15
The Kehilla Community Seder will be in the late afternoon/evening of Saturday, April 15. The seder this
year will continue our High Holy Day theme focused on immigrants and refugees. How appropriate! The
story of the Israelites in Egypt is the story of an oppressed immigrant community. They were confronted by
a Pharaoh who treated his immigrant population as outsiders who threatened his power. Eventually the
Torah says to them that since they know the experience of being the outsider, that in their own society
they should never molest or oppress the immigrant.
Stay tuned for more information!
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Housing an Immigrant Family: Creating Meaning, Safety, and Connection
by Lili Shidlovski
In response to our anger and helplessness after the
election in November and the need to do more than
sign petitions and make phone calls, my partner and I
invited a Guatemalan asylum-seeking family that had
just arrived in Oakland to live with us for three months.
We responded to a plea from Nueva Esperanza, an
interfaith coalition that supports immigrants and was
looking for immediate housing for a family—a father,
mother and nine-year-old boy. While we were eager
and excited to open our home to a family that
desperately needed shelter, we had worries about
what it would involve. I hope that by sharing our
experience we can address some of your concerns
about taking this step.

that take very little language and result in massive
outbursts of laughter. My Spanish has grown by leaps
and bounds. And while my partner’s has not, he has
become important to the nine-year-old child because
of his playfulness and presence.The family has now
been with us for over two months, and much of our
time now is spent just living together. Since I don’t like
strangers, it has been important that we become
friends.
There are questions that I wish someone had
suggested I think about at the outset, to make my
learning curve easier. These are some things to
consider if you are thinking about housing a refugee or
immigrant family:

Families that receive housing through Nueva
Esperanza are supported by an Accompaniment Team,
in this case, a group of other Kehilla members, Our
team has been wonderful.They have been available to
give rides to appointments, provide company,
emotional support, fun experiences, and to research
resources. Still, we found that when emergencies,
problems, needs arose, because we lived together, we
were the first to know about them and sometimes
chose to step in without the team’s availability.

1. What is your capacity to live with language
differences, if there are in your situation?
2. How do you understand your role as a host?
How will you learn to not make assumptions
based on cultural biases and to be conscious of
when this is happening?
3. Will you deal with the bureaucratic issues?
How much involvement do you want to have?
How will you know your own limits?
4. Do you prefer to house someone who is
documented or undocumented, and what does
that mean at this stage in our country?
5. How will you all navigate needs for time
apart/time together at home?
6. What kind of role will you create with the
Accompaniment Team?
7. How will you react to having issues of privilege
and power be daily realities rather than more
abstract ideas?
I would be glad to talk to any of you who are
interested in our personal journey. For us, the
experience has been so rich that we have extended our
housing offer till the end of the school year. The family
isn’t emotionally or financially ready to move on. And
we are feeling very attached. We have received as
much as we have given.
Feel free to contact me if you are housing or
thinking about housing someone. Lili Shidlovski, at
lili.shidlov@gmail.com
For more information about joining a Kehilla
Accompaniment Team, contact
ImmigrationCommitteeChairs@kehillasynagogue.org
For more information about housing an immigrant
through Nueva Esperanza, contact
dlee@im4humanintegrity.org

There were a series of choices we made and
structures we set up when the family moved in. The
first was that we would invite them to live with us as
friends. This meant that they would have access to all
the public space in the house and full use of the
kitchen. We set up house rules about cooking and
cleaning that were structured at first and then became
more casual. We found out that we were compatible in
many ways, so that made it easy. We cook for each
other, and whoever is at home eats together.
Through supporting the family, I began to learn how
much it takes to get started in a new country when one
has little language, no car, and no familiarity with our
particular bureaucracies. Not to mention fear. It has
been quite humbling. The first month the family spent
here was hard because of the institutions they had to
deal with and because of our steep learning curve. I
helped them find a school with newcomer services for
the nine-year-old, used my privilege to pull strings to
get him in to the school they wanted, spent time at
Highland Hospital getting care and setting them up
with Medi-Cal, giving them rides, finding legal help, and
finding free psychotherapeutic help.
The other side of all this is that we have spent many
evenings eating great Guatemalan food, playing games
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On the Origins of Kehilla
by Rabbi Burt Jacobson
Note: This is the tenth of an ongoing
series of personal essays on the
beginnings of Kehilla. Each article
shares the origins of one or more of the ideals and/or
values that motivated me to start Kehilla. The essays
are adapted from the manuscript of the book I am in
the process of completing, tentatively titled There is
Only One Love: The Ba’al Shem Tov in the Modern
World.

Fast forward to my senior year, 1965-66. I
remember handing out leaflets for a big march against
the war in Vietnam at lunchtime and dinnertime in the
cafeteria of the Seminary. I tried to give a flyer to one
of my Talmud professors. He looked at me and in his
European accented English he asked, “Pro or con?”
“I’m opposed to the war,” I answered. “Then you are a
traitor!” he said sternly, “American boys are dying in
Vietnam, and you are a traitor!” I felt terrible. I knew
his story—how he had stood up to the Gestapo in
Austria and yet escaped with his life. For a moment I
hesitated. Could he be right? Yet my teacher, Abraham
Joshua Heschel, who had also escaped from Europe,
was actively opposed to the war. And so I marched.
Students at the Seminary were required to become
chaplains upon ordination. The senior students were
told that if we refused to enter the chaplaincy we
would never be permitted to serve as rabbis of
conservative synagogues. This was a tough moral
dilemma for me, and so I sought Heschel’s advice.
Despite his strong opposition to the war, he told me,
“You should go. The soldiers will need your
comforting.” Heschel opposed actions that broke rules;
he was loathe to take part in acts of civil disobedience.
But how could I do this? I decided that if I were to be
deployed to Vietnam I would go, but I would refuse to
wear a military uniform. Soon enough I received a
notification from the army base in Brooklyn with an
appointment for my physical. I took a subway to the
base, and underwent the entire procedure. The last
interview was with an army psychiatrist. When he
asked me if there was anything psychological that I
thought might prevent me from serving as a chaplain in
the military, I told him that I was a homosexual.
I waited for the results of the exam in a large waiting
room. An hour later I went up to the front desk to find
out how I had fared. The receptionist looked up at me
with a straight face and asked, “Are you kidding?”
My file was lost and I was required to return to the
army base and go through the exact same ordeal a
second time!
And yet, I felt bad. Several of my fellow students
who were married would be serving in Vietnam. Some
of them had children. Had I erred? I was left with a
feeling of guilt, but glad that I would not have to serve
as a chaplain in a war that I opposed.
By the time I was planning Kehilla Community
Synagogue in 1983, I knew that it would be openly
welcoming to LGBT folks. I felt determined that
homophobia would have no part in this new
synagogue.

LGBTQ Inclusivity
How did it happen that LGBTQ acceptance became
such an indelible principle in the founding of Kehilla
Community Synagogue? It had to do with my personal
experience as a bisexual.
I entered the conservative rabbinical school of the
Jewish Theological Seminary of America in 1959. One
of the things that made it hard for me to remain
faithful to the God of Jewish tradition was my
bisexuality. At the time I didn’t know the word “bisexual.” I thought I was a homosexual who was also
attracted to women. The Jewish tradition I was trying
to live by saw homosexuality as a mortal sin. My
cravings brought me constant feelings of shame and
guilt, and I was afraid that if my sin was discovered, I
would be expelled from the Seminary.
When I revealed my love for my best friend he was
horrified and told me that I was psychologically ill and
that I needed to enter psychoanalysis. That was the
worst night I had ever experienced. I was so despairing
that I came quite close to slitting my wrists. But
something stopped me. Was it fear of dying—or
knowing somewhere deep inside that my love for my
friend was real? But the next day I decided to take my
friend’s advice and to seek out help.
I knew that I could not keep this secret from my
family because I would need financial aid to pay for
psychotherapy. I reluctantly called my mother and told
her about my crisis. She was surprisingly understanding
and compassionate; perhaps she had suspected all
along. Mother flew to New York and together we
visited three different psychiatrists, and I chose one of
them to work with. I took the bus to Dr. Gruenthal’s
office on Manhattan’s East Side three times weekly for
three years, and with his help and non-judgmental
tolerance and understanding, I learned to better accept
who I was. During those years I maintained celibacy,
but by the end of my course in psychoanalysis I felt
open enough to form an erotic bond with a fellow
student.
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A Visit to the Messiah
And this brought to mind a second story from the
third or fourth century of the common era in a tractate
of the Talmud [Sanhedrin 98a]. It is a story based on
the legend that the prophet Elijah, privy to many
secrets, never died but wanders about on earth and
also in heaven. So the story goes that Rabbi Joshua ben
Levi encounters Elijah one day and asks Elijah to tell
him when the Messiah or Mashiach will come.
Elijah says, “Go ask him yourself.”
Rabbi Joshua is surprised. He asks, “Well, where can
I find the Mashiach?”
Elijah says “He is there at the gate of Rome and he is
the one sitting among the poor people suffering from
diseases, and he is there bandaging their wounds.” So
Joshua journeys to Rome and sure enough he finds the
Mashiach just as Elijah said. Rabbi Joshua and the
Messiah exchange some words of greeting and then
Joshua asks: “So when are you coming?”
The Mashiach responds: “Today.”
Well, Joshua then takes a journey back to Elijah and
no Messianic era has commenced. So Joshua complains
to Elijah, “Mashiach lied to me. He said he would come
‘Today,’ and he did not come!”
Elijah responds with a quote from Psalm 95, “Today,
IF you would just listen to his voice.” [Ps 95:7]

The Prophet's Warning
[continued from p.1]
A Teaching of Two Tales
This is a really tough time we’re entering. I thought
that if I was going to address you all at this gathering of
so many interfaith progressives that I should do a short
teaching suitable to this moment—and I love to tell
stories. So I’ll tell you two.
The first story sounds as if it could come from Jorge
Luis Borges or perhaps Franz Kafka.
A generation of people appears on the planet and it
is revealed to them that they will be able to make their
lives more comfortable, but to do so they must
produce a very deadly poison. Now before they can
embark on such a project they have to answer two
questions: First, can they build a containment for the
poison that will not leak for thousands of years, and
second, can they create a warning to tell the countless
generations after them to never open the containment?
Well, in fact, we actually are that generation and we
have produced nuclear waste and we have never
answered either of those two questions. So now, way
after the fact, there are people dealing with these
issues.
I was particularly interested in the issue of how to
create a warning that can be understood and obeyed
well into the far distant future. On PBS, I saw a
documentary where some scientists wondered
whether there had ever been a similar circumstance in
the past. And they actually did find a parallel situation.
In Japan they found a worn out and weathered
stone with ancient writing on it fixed into a hill near the
ocean. And on it it said something like: “We were hit by
a tsunami that flooded this area. Do not build any
houses lower than this stone.” And, if I got the story
right, what the research showed was that the stone
was eventually treated like some sort of old artifact, an
antiquated relic. Generations later, people failed to get
it that the words on the stone were addressed directly
to themselves in their own generation. Today. Today.
And so, I wondered to myself about what ancient
warnings have our predecessors set out for us? Are we
treating their warnings to us as mere artifacts? And I
realized that the warning to us was the words of the
prophets, words that were written in a time of turmoil,
a time of corrupt leadership. The warning of the
prophets, boiled down to its core is: “If you build a
society based on corruption, which exploits and
oppresses the vulnerable and molests the immigrants
and the refugees, your society will be destroyed.” Don’t
build houses below this stone.

Today, Today
So we here, like our predecessors, are the ones who
need to listen to the voice. We are the ones today for
whom the warnings were intended. Today. Today.
We are supposed to choose between life and death.
We can choose life and take responsibility to do all that
we can toward creating a society of justice and shalom,
a beloved community, OR we can choose the path to a
moribund society if we are complacent and complicit
by remaining silent in the face of exploitation,
oppression and hatred.
We are the ones who must listen to the voice of
warning. We must act as the sparks of Messiah that
each one of us is – that is if we would really listen and
take action on the warnings that we have received.
And while we are at it, we also will have to leave
some warnings of our own for the sake of the
generations that are coming after us.
As the expression goes: We are the ones we have
been waiting for.
So lets not wait. Today! Today!
Thank you.
[The teaching was concluded by Talia Cooper singing
Sounds of Silence]
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Thank you for Your Generosity
Julie Nesnansky
Rabbi Dev Noily and Sara Felder
Sherry Novick
Julie Patrusky in memory of Nathan Patrusky
Barbara Petterson and David Lee
Janis Plotkin
Michele Rappaport
Danielle Rosenman and Steven Falk
Carol Rothman and Scott Ullman
Marcie Rubel and Michael Rufo
Nikki Sachs
Julie and Michael Saxe-Taller
Ali Scheikholeslami and Mehrnoosh Paya
Dara Schur and Miye Goishi
Ralph Silber
Cathy Steirn in memory of her mother, Bernice
Goldstein Steirn
Elana Story and Ilana Sherer
Malka Stover
Hedy Straus and Laura Boxer
Dolores Taller
Naomi and William Teplow
Shifrah Tobacman

In Honor of Rabbi David
Denise Abrams and David Harrington
Ruth Atkin
Amy Bat Tzipora
Pamela Berkowitz
Chela Blitt in honor
Lynn Bravewomon
Sandy Bredt and Em Herzstein
Elaine Brown
Rita Karuna Cahn
Chaya Family Fund of the Jewish Community
Foundation
Barbara Cohen
Karen Cohn and Teri Gruenwald
Marjorie Cox
Valerie Curtis and Naomi Tucker
Geri Degen
Beth Dickinson
Abbe Don and Eve Harris
Rabbi Diane Elliot in memory of her father, Eliezer ben
Shmuel Yitzak v. Hannah
Shulamit Wise Fairman
Donald Falk
Nancy Feinstein and Glenn Shor
Shoshana and David Finacom
Laura Finkler
Susan Freundlich
Helene Frommer and Steve Lipton
Don Gartner
Nan Gefen and Jonathan Omer-Man
Andrea Gilbert and Gail Logan
Sue Goldberg
Sasha Gottfried
Lorrie Gray
Joseph and Janet Grodin
Sharon Grodin
Jim Haber
Shoshana Halle
Rita Huybrechts and Glen Price
Ruth and Jay Koch
Nancy Levin and Daniel Caraco
Janet Linder and Elana Moser
SAM Luckey
Anna Martin and Loel Solomon
Ruth Minka

General Fund
Lauren Gold
Nicky Silver
Miriam Zamora-Kantor in honor of Joseph Sklar

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
Paula Avery in memory of Layla Hall
Elise and Calvin Ching in honor of Rabbi David
Sue Kearney in honor of Rabbi David
Ben Schick in honor of Rabbi David
Varya Simpson in honor of Rabbi David

Terumah
Stephanie Hochman in honor of Benjamin Drum
Tree Gelb Stuber in memory of her mother, Francais E.
Gelb
Dolores Taller

Youth Education Fund
Sandy Hochman in honor of Rabbi David
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March 2017
Wed., March 1, 7:50am. Morning Meditation Sit with
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room. (Enter through the
Patio entrance on Fairview.) Doors open at 7:50 a.m.,
short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30,
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30.

Wed., March 8, 7pm. Immigration Committee
meeting. Back classroom, main floor.
Thurs., March 9, 4-6pm. Kehilla School. Please enter
through the kitchen door. Purim Shpiel at 5pm.
Fri., March 10, 6:30pm. Friday Night Peace Walk with
OCO. join Rabbi David in this walk for peace in our own
community led by Oakland Community Organizations’
Ceasefire campaign. Second Fridays are when Kehilla
folks are particularly encouraged to come. The
Ceasefire campaign is many-sided including the training
and mobilization of neighborhood peace interveners,
the retraining of police, and a weekly peace walk with
local congregations to support a “culture of peace and
healing” in neighborhoods at risk. Rabbi David reports
that he has done this many times and it is an especially
nice way to meet people from across the spectrum of
Oakland communities. Meet inside First Mt. Sinai
Church, 1970 86th Ave. For info, call 510-606-5064.

Thurs., March 2, 4-6pm. Kehilla School. Please enter
through the kitchen door.
Fri., March 3, 7:30pm. Kabbalat Shabbat with Rabbi
Dev, Debbie Fier, and Julie Nesnansky. Join us to light
Shabbat candles and for a song-filled and soulful
evening of both spirited and contemplative prayer.
Kiddush follows the service. Bring veggie finger-food to
share.
Sat., Mar. 4, 10:30am. Shabbat Morning Service with
Rabbi David & Beth Dickinson. In this week’s Torah
reading (Terumah), the Israelites build a sanctuary, a
mikdash. We will consider the idea of “sanctuary” in
both spiritual and political terms. We need people to
chant a segment of the parasha: 1st Aliyah: Exodus
25:1-3; 2nd Aliyah: Ex. 25:4-6; 3rd Aliyah: Ex. 25:7-10.
Please bring veggie or dairy finger foods to share.

Sat., March 11, 10:30. Shabbat Morning Service with
Sharon Grodin, Hazzan Shulamit, and Julie Nesnansky.
Please bring veggie or dairy finger foods to share.

Sat., March 4, 10:30am. Tot Shabbat. With a special
emphasis on babies and children up to 3 and their
grown ups - but children up to 5 are welcome! Led by
Jen Miriam Kantor, Alon Altman and Jen’s puppet
friends. Gather for songs, prayers, and stories and end
with challah and grape juice and bring a snack to share
if you’d like.

Sat., March 11, Erev Purim Party at the new Urban
Adamah with Kehilla and Chochmat HaLev-- Party like
it’s 5777!
6:00 pm – Pre-Party Family Friendly Puppet Show and
Costume Parade with Jen Miriam
7:00 pm – Full Megillah Reading and Creative Purim
Storytelling
8:30 pm – Dance Party with the amazing Shamati
Tickets at $6 in advance, $15 at the door. Children 3
and under can attend the puppet show for free. More
info and register here.

Sat., March 4, 7pm. "A Will for the Woods"
documentary film showing. Sponsored by the Chevra
Kadisha. Sanctuary. (See p. 3 for details.)
Sun., March 5, 4pm. Poetry reading with Dina
Elenbogen, "Most of What is Beautiful." Fireside
Room. (See p. 3 for details.)

Sat., March 11. Aquarian Minyan’s Purim with Shpiel:
This is not a Kehilla event, but often Kehilla people are
in the shpiel and other people from Kehilla attend.
7:00pm - Abridged Megillah Reading in Hebrew &
English
8:00pm - Purim Spiel
Cost: $15-20. For more information:
http://www.jcceastbay.org/events/2017/03/11/holida
ys-celebrations/the-ultimate-purim-party/

Tues., March 7, 6pm. Middle East Peace Committee
Meeting. Fireside Room.
Wed., March 8, 7:50am Morning Meditation Sit with
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room (Enter through the
Patio entrance on Fairview) Doors open at 7:50 a.m.,
short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30,
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30.

Sun., March 12, 9am. Joyfully Jewish for
Kindergarteners. Back Classroom, Main Floor.

Wed., March 8, Rabbi David's Film Class. 6:15pm:
Dinner, 6:30 Intro & Movie. The movie for this class will
be The Wannsee Conference (1984). For location,
please call 510-606-5604 before 4pm the day of the
class if you are new to the class. (See p. 5 for details.)

Sun., Mar. 12, 2-4pm. Purim Day Carnival Costumes!
Games! Music! Prizes! Bouncy House! Face Painting!
Tasty Treats! Kids of all ages, grab your grown ups and
come celebrate Purim, our topsy-turvy, rip-roarin' time
to party hardy and laugh at everything and everyone!
Social Hall. (See p. 4 for details.)
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Mon., March 13, 7pm. Book Discussion Group. We will
be selecting the books for the coming year. If you have
been thinking about joining our group this might be the
perfect time. You can have some say in the books we
choose for the next year. All Kehilla members welcome.
Fireside Room. (See p.4 for details.)

Kennedy and her two moms, Jananne Kennedy and
Sheila Kennedy. (The show will go up in the Fireside Art
Gallery on March 3.)
Wed., March 22, 7:50am. Morning Meditation Sit with
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room (Enter through the
Patio entrance on Fairview) Doors open at 7:50 a.m.,
short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30.

Wed., March 15, 7:50am. Morning Meditation Sit with
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room (Enter through the
Patio entrance on Fairview) Doors open at 7:50 a.m.,
short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30,
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30.

Wed., March 22, Rabbi David's Film Class. 6:15pm:
Dinner, 6:30 Intro & Movie. The movie for this class will
be Where To Invade Next (2015). For location, please
call 510-606-5604 before 4pm the day of the class if
you are new to the class. (See p. 5 for details.)

Wed., March 15, 6:30pm. Economic Justice Committee
Meeting. Buber Room.

Thurs., March 23, 4-6pm. Kehilla School. Please enter
through the kitchen door.

Wed., March 15, Rabbi David's Film Class. 6:15pm:
Dinner, 6:30 Intro & Movie. The movie for this class will
be Hannah Arendt (2012). For location, please call
510-606-5604 before 4pm the day of the class if you
are new to the class. (See p. 5 for details.)

Fri., March 24, 6:30pm. Tot Shabbat, For children up to
5 years old (or older if they enjoy it) and their grownups. Led by Jen Miriam Kantor, Alon Altman and Jen’s
puppet friends. Please bring a vegetarian potluck dish.
In the Social Hall.

Wed., March 15, 7pm. An Evening with the Ba’al Shem
Tov: A Monthly Class (three sessions) with Rabbis Burt
Jacobson & Cynthia Hoffman. Back classroom, main
floor. (See p. 5 for details.)

Sat., March 25, 10am. Special Shabbat Morning
Service with Rabbi Jeff Roth and Baby Naming. Rabbi
Jeff of the Awakened Heart Project is a leader in the
world of Jewish meditation. Many of us have studied
and meditated with Jeff over many years and love his
spiritual leadership. It is rare for us to have a guest lead
our Shabbat services, so you’ll know that this will be
good. He is givinga book talk on Sunday. ALSO: During
the Torah service Rabbi David will officiate the baby
naming of the new born baby daughter of Josh Daniels
and Tracy Smith who will sponsor the Kiddush
following the service. Bring veggie finger-food to share.
(See announcement, p. 7.)

Thurs., March 16, 4-6pm. Kehilla School. Please enter
through the kitchen door.
Thurs., March 16, 6pm. Youth Commitee Meeting.
Fireside Room.
Thurs., March 16, 6:30pm. Greening Committee
Meeting. Back classroom, main floor.
Fri., March 17, 12pm. Art Committee Meeting. Back
classroom, main floor.
Fri., March 17, 7:30pm. Kabbalat Shabbat with Hazzan
Shulamit, Jenna Stover-Kemp, and Julie Nesnansky. Join
us to light Shabbat candles and for a song-filled and
soulful evening of spirited and contemplative prayer.
Kiddush follows the service. Bring veggie finger-food or
dessert to share.

Sat. March 25, 3-5pm. Meditation/Mindfulness
Practice Session with Rabbi Jeff Roth. Sanctuary.
Sun., March 26, 9am. Joyfully Jewish for
Kindergarteners. Back Classroom, Main Floor.
Sun., March 26, 3pm. Book Talk with Rabbi Jeff Roth
on his new book, Me, Myself & God: A Theology of
Mindfulness. Fireside Room.

Sat., March 18, 10am. Chai Shabbat with a full
complement of our service leaders, our musical prayer
leaders, and Ketzev Kehilla -- our drum orchestra led by
Debbie Fier. We will be celebrating folks who have
recently become “new Jews,” and we may have other
things to celebrate, too. A kiddush repast follows the
shabbat service. Bring a veggie or dairy dish to share.
(Fish allowed but no shell fish).

Tues., March 28, 6:45pm. (Dinner at 6:15) Board of
Trustees Meeting. All members are welcome. Fireside
Room.
Thurs., March 30, 4-6pm. Kehilla School. Please enter
through the kitchen door.

Sat., March 18, 3-5pm. Opening Reception of “Art of
Mine and the Moms." Featuring the artwork of Annie
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