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Nachamu, nachamu ami 
 All of you be comforted, be comforted my people 

 נחמו נחמו אמי
-- Isaiah 40:1 

                                                     by Rabbi Dev Noily

When I hear those words, I 
imagine the inviting arms of a big 
loving mama bear wrapping 
around me—come rest in here 
for a while, let the burdens lift off 
your shoulders, release the 
worries from your troubled mind. 

Everything is alright. No one’s gonna mess with 
me. 

Nachamu, nachamu ami are the opening 
words of what is called “Second Isaiah.” It’s a 
response to the devastation and upheaval of the 
destruction of the first temple and the beginning 
of the Babylonian exile—the historical event that 
may be more the foundational experience of the 
Jewish people than the mythic exile in Mitzrayim 
of the Exodus story. In the 6th century before the 
Common Era, the people are reeling as the world 
they knew has disintegrated into violence and 
chaos, loss and displacement. The survivors are 
exiles, refugees, dispossessed, occupied, 
traumatized, terrorized, lost and scattered in 
strange lands, their hearts and their faith broken. 

By the rivers of Babylon, there we sat, and we 
wept as we remembered our beloved home.1 

  Psalm 137:1 

We’re taught that this destruction culminated 
in the heat of the summer, on the 9th day of the 
month of Av, usually in late July or early August 
for us. So each year, we remember.  We 
remember that our history is one of violence and 
trauma. We remember that this history prepares 
us to face the violence and trauma of our own 

                                                        
1 The verse ends with the word “Zion” – I translate it here 
as “our beloved home” because I think that’s what “Zion” 
meant to the Psalmist, and in our time, the word “Zion” 

times with compassion. And we remember that 
giving ourselves and others space to grieve, being 
open to our need for communal mourning, is 
what makes healing and renewal and action 
possible.  

This mourning, and the promise of comfort 
that immediately follows it, mark the beginning of 
the yearly cycle of truth-telling and renewal that 
takes us through the High Holy Days. From the 
communal lament of the 9th of Av (July 30th this 
year), to the personal reflection of the month of 
Elul, to the shofar blasts of Rosh Hashana, to the 
deep teshuvah/inner turning and relationship 
tending of the Ten Days in between, to the fasting 
and prostration of Yom Kippur that bring us face-
to-face with Truth of our lives, to the fresh and 
fragile joy of Sukkot, and finally to the exuberant 
dancing of Simchat Torah.  

This cycle is a practice of opening to the truths 
of our lives and our world, no matter how 
difficult—so that we can be present to what is. So 
that our energy isn’t drained by the gas guzzlers 
of avoidance, denial and repression. So that we 
clear the path for our creativity to flow and for 
our life force to bubble up like a spring. It’s a 
three-month spiritual cleanse that ends with a 
giant dance party – a party not to distract us from 
the truth, but a party to celebrate how the power 
of life moves through us even in a world as filled 
with terror as it is beauty.  

The medicine of this ancient practice is 
reflected in the contemporary teaching of Joanna  

[continued on next page] 

has taken on many complex meanings that weren’t part 
of the Psalmist’s experience. 

 

 

 

KOL 
KEHILLA 

The Newsletter of Kehilla Community Synagogue 

August 2017 
 

 



2 

Nachamu, nachamu ami: All of you be comforted, be comforted my people 
[continued from page 1] 

Macy and Molly Brown, through a cycle they call 
“Coming Back to Life”: 

Our pain for the world, including the fear, anger 
and sorrow we feel on behalf of life on Earth is 
not only pervasive.  It is natural and healthy. It is 
dysfunctional only to the extent that it is 
misunderstood and repressed. We have 
seen…how that repression happens in today’s 
culture and what it costs us…. The worldview 
emerging now lets us behold anew and 
experience afresh the web of life in which we 
exist. It opens us to the vast intelligence of life’s 
self-organizing powers, which have brought us 
forth from interstellar gasses and primordial seas.  
It brings us to a larger identity in which to cradle 
and transcend our ego-identified fears.  It lets us 
honor our pain for the world as a gateway into 
deep participation in the world’s self-healing.2 

 

 

For many of us, our world—and maybe more 
profoundly, our sense of what lies ahead—has 
changed drastically in the last year, and we are 
facing realities that are unprecedented in our 
lifetime. The ground is shifting under our feet, we 
don’t know who the next target will be, language 
itself is under assault and the most minimal 
standards of common decency have been 
jettisoned at the highest levels of our 
government.   

There is much to mourn, and it can be so hard 
to go there. What if we never get out? Our 
ancestors offer us a path through mourning and 
grief and out the other side to life. The first three 
weeks of August are “weeks of comfort,” leading 
us into the holy month of Elul. So let’s take some 
extra time in these late summer weeks to do 
whatever helps to open our hearts. By walking 
this path together, as a community we can be 
that big loving mama bear for each other.

 
 

                                                        
2 Joanna Macy and Molly Brown, Coming Back to Life, 

2014. New Society Publishers. pp. 34-35 
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Executively Speaking: Kehilla Updates 
by Michael Saxe-Taller, Executive Director

I am imagining that as you are 
reading this, you are enjoying a 
beautiful sunny weekend, you are 
away on an exciting vacation or 
you are reading a good book while 
your children are off at an 

awesome summer camp. These may be true, or 
you may be, like me, at work doing your job. 
Either way, we are all still in the midst of summer.   

Nevertheless, here at Kehilla, we are already 
gearing up for the New Year, deep into 
preparations for the beginning of school and High 
Holy Days. So, if I can grab your attention away 
from the sun and the beautiful flowers, I want to 
let you know about some of the things brewing at 
Kehilla. 

Membership Renewal and School Registration 
The synagogue’s new fiscal year began on July 

1, 2017. You should have all received an email 
asking that you renew your Kehilla membership 
and register your school age children for Kehilla 
School. Thank you to those of you who have 
already done so and I strongly encourage the rest 
of you to do it as soon as possible. We had a 
couple of glitches in our registration and renewal 
system, but those appear to have been ironed out. 
The earlier you complete the process, the easier 
our complicated work of running Kehilla School 
and organizing High Holy Day services will be. 
Expect more reminders over the next month. 

High Holy Days 
The entire Kehilla staff is already engaged in 

the details of High Holy Days. We think that our 
theme for this year, Facing Our Times with 
Spiritual Audacity, is right on time for the days 
that we live in. By the second week of August, you 
will receive more detailed information and our 
ticketing system will be live. As members (once 
you renew!), you receive High Holy Day tickets 
though this year seems like a good time to invite 
friends to Kehilla’s services. 

Staff and Clergy Changes 
There is a lot of exciting news on the staff 

front: 

-Rabbi Dev is our new Senior Rabbi! It has been a 
long and gradual process, but Dev has now 
stepped fully into their new role. I am delighted to 
be partnering with Rabbi Dev and look forward to 
many years of being led by their vision. Please 
reserve the Shabbat of Friday, November 10 & 
Saturday, November 11 for Rabbi Dev’s Rabbinic 
Installation. It will be a 24-hour celebration filled 
with blessings, learning, prayer, singing, eating 
and joy. More details will be available in next 
month’s Kol Kehilla. 

-Hazzan Shulamit is increasing her time and 
stepping into new roles, which is a blessing for the 
whole community. Founding Rabbi Burt Jacobson 
will continue teaching and offering spiritual 
guidance to the Kehilla community. 

-After a month officiating at four Bar and Bat 
Mitzvahs, Rabbi David is away for the month of 
August and has now begun his new role as Active 
Emeritus in earnest. We will see him back at 
Kehilla but just in smaller doses. 

-Rabbi Gray Myrseth, our new Kehilla School 
Director, has arrived and has jumped in with two 
feet to plan for the new school year. Rabbi Gray is 
looking forward to meeting you, and will be part 
of our leadership team for High Holy Day Family 
services. 

-We are in the midst of a job search for a new 
Program and Communications Manager. Office 
Administrator Dee Ward is continuing to keep 
Kehilla’s administrative ship sailing and has taken 
over responsibilities for building management and 
rentals. We are unendingly grateful to Christine 
Haider-Winnett, who has once again come to the 
rescue and is working as the best temporary 
administrator that anyone can imagine. 

-We all miss having Beth Bittle on the Kehilla staff, 
but we are overjoyed that she has agreed to be 
our High Holy Day Coordinator for this year. You 
will see her around periodically and then 
throughout High Holy Day services. 

 

[continued on the next page] 
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Executively Speaking: Kehilla Updates  
[continued from page 3]

-Our extraordinary Bar/Bat Mitzvah Program 
Coordinator, Sandra Razieli will continue to guide 
our BBM program but will be doing so remotely 
from the beautiful islands and clean air of Hawaii. 
Our Youth Program Coordinator, Natalie Boskin, 
will continue to ably manage the BBM program at 
Kehilla. 

-We have hired our first-ever Evening and 
Weekend Custodian, Fred Williamson. He will join 
our long-time custodian Josef Straub in caring for  

our building. We are excited that we will now have 
custodial coverage on weeknights and most 
weekends. 

-Natalie Boskin has taken on an additional role and 
will be working as a bookkeeping assistant, 
supporting the work of our marvelous 
bookkeeper, Molly Melamed.  

As you enjoy the final month of summer, don’t 
hesitate to give me a ring or drop by if you need 
anything.  Enjoy! 

 

New Kehilla Staff 

We are delighted to 
announce that Fred Williamson 
will be our new part-time 
Evening & Weekend Custodian, 
beginning on Monday, July 31st.  
Fred is originally from Texas and 

he moved to the Bay Area in 1975 and has called 

this home with his wife Audrey and their four 
daughters and one son. He currently works full-
time during the day at Starr King School for the 
Ministry as the Building and Grounds Manager, 
where he’s worked for the last 10 years. In Fred’s 
spare time, he enjoys going on walks or bike rides 
and watching the Dallas Cowboys. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kehilla is hiring! 

Kehilla is currently searching for a new staff member: 

Program and Communications Manager 

Please see the job description (on the Kehilla website) and 
forward along to people in your network. Email 
employment@kehillasynagogue.org with questions 
and/or resume and cover letter. 

https://kehillasynagogue.org/job-opening-program-and-communications-manager/
file:///C:/Users/Sasha%20G/Desktop/Kol%20Kehilla/June%202017/employment@kehillasynagogue.org
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Pop Up Shabbat 

 
Food trucks and Shabbat fun in the Temescal 

At “Bites off Broadway” outside the Studio One Art Center, 365 45th Street, Oakland 

Friday evening, August 11 
6:30pm: Shabbat blessings (Food trucks open at 5:30) 

Join Rabbi Dev and friends to enjoy the Temescal’s delicious and festive Friday night food truck 
event.   We’ll come together for Shabbat blessings, challah and grape juice at 6:30.  You can get food from 
the food trucks (they open at 5:30), or bring a picnic with you. 

Look for our table near the back of the lawn, closer to the art center than the street. Come meet our 
neighbors, make new friends, and jump into the street party with our Jew flag proudly flying. 

 

It's Bar/Bat Mitzvah Season! 

Dear Kehilla community, 
 
You are invited to join us at the following Shabbat morning services as these amazing 7th graders 
become Bar/Bat mitzvah. Some of us may feel a little hesitant about coming to a Shabbat service when a 
young person we do not know personally is becoming Bar/Bat mitzvah, but please be assured that 
having Kehilla community members present brings immense joy and liveliness to the service, which is 
greatly appreciated by the family and their young person. Furthermore, from the pride that the Bar/Bat 
Mitzvah families show while joining in the Kehilla community aliya to the Torah, to the joyful way that 
the students dance with that day’s celebrant after s/he has finished reading from the Torah, to the 
beautiful words that are shared when representatives of the chavurah present a gift to the Bar/Bat 
Mitzvah, the power of these services reaches all who attend.  
 
Please note that these services begin at 10am and please attend these (and all) services fragrance free.  

Rye Alie becomes Bat Mitzvah on August 12 
Sarah Ifcher becomes Bat Mitzvah on August 19 
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                             Compassion and Political Activism 
                                                          by Rabbi Burt Jacobson 

In the late 1990s a group of 
some twenty clergy and 

laypeople from different religious backgrounds 
occupied several of the empty homes at the 
Presidio in San Francisco, claiming them for 
homeless people. I was one of the demonstrators 
who was arrested and charged with trespassing. 
At the trial the judge asked each of us why we had 
chosen to involve ourselves in this action. I 
remember speaking about the heartbreaking 
tragedy of large numbers of homeless people 
living desperate lives on San Francisco’s streets 
while these residences remained empty. When 
the judge closed the hearing and dismissed us, the 
folks in the crowded courtroom hooted and 
applauded wildly. 

Of course the empty houses did not go to the 
homeless, and since that time the Presidio has 
become part of the National Park Service, and the 
home of cultural attractions and events, 
restaurants and cafes, art installations and 
archeology sites. According to an official count by 
the city of San Francisco the number of people 
who were homeless in the City in 2015 was 6,686.  

It was at that action that I met Father Louis 
Vitale, who had been one of the organizers of the 
protest. Father Louis, a well-known Franciscan 
priest and activist, stood out among the 
defendants at the trial as he had at the site of the 
action. Tall and slender, he was dressed in the 
traditional brown robe and knotted rope belt that 
signifies the Franciscan vows of poverty, charity 
and obedience. 

Father Louis has engaged in civil disobedience 
for over four decades in pursuit of peace and 
justice, and he has been arrested more than four 
hundred times. He believes that his mission is to 
follow in the footsteps of Jesus and St. Francis, 
who comforted the poor and preached non-
violence.  

Father Louis has been especially concerned 
about the danger of nuclear weapons for most of 
his active life. Together with a group of Christian 
peace activists he co-founded the Nevada Desert 
Experience in 1982. The first action they organized 
was a six-week vigil at the entrance to the Nevada 

Test Site, some sixty miles from Las Vegas. At one 
of the vigils Father Louis told a reporter “I wonder 
what Francis would think today if he saw how our 
military is capable of destroying whole cities using 
one weapon. What would he think if he knew that 
in the year 2005 our entire planet has become a 
potential military theater from space?”  

At that time Rabbi Arthur Waskow, the founder 
of the Shalom Center and a major contributor to 
the development of Jewish Renewal, was arguing 
that an arms race might conceivably make sense 
in the context of planning for an impending 
“conventional” war, since the nation with the 
most and most effective weapons would be 
likelier to “win.” He cited the apocalyptic image in 
the midrash of the world being subjected to a 
flood of fire, and he stated that in a flood of fire, 
adding more fires burns everyone. In the late 
1980s I joined Waskow and a group of Jewish 
activists in a vigil to protest underground nuclear 
testing at the Nevada Desert Experience site. We, 
too, were arrested and later set free. 

The Nevada Desert Experience’s immediate 
goal of ending nuclear testing was met in 1992, 
when President George H. W. Bush signed a 
moratorium on underground nuclear weapons 
tests. But we are still quite far from an answer to 
the question of nuclear proliferation and war. 

Father Vitale’s commitment to peace and 
justice derives from his religious convictions. In 
2009, he told one reporter, “By taking on the 
suffering of others we change the world. We are 
willing to put our bodies where they are and suffer 
the consequences.” When I read this I thought of 
the Ba’al Shem’s statement to a disciple that “one 
must love one’s fellow human beings and never 
harm them, even if this entails harming oneself. 
Thus, love of the other takes precedence over love 
of oneself . . .”  

My own approach to politics has been nurtured 
from many sources, including the biblical 
prophets, democratic socialist thought, Mohandas 
Gandhi, and Martin Luther King, Jr. But just as 
Father Louis drew his compassionate 

[continued on the next page] 

 

http://sfgov.org/lhcb/2015-san-francisco-point-time-homeless-count-0
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/George_H._W._Bush
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Compassion and Political Activism 
[continued from page 6]

approach to activism primarily from Jesus and St. 
Francis, my own approach to activism has been 
shaped largely by the wisdom of the Ba’al Shem 
Tov. 

St. Francis and the Ba’al Shem both brought 
deep compassion to their service to people and 
the world. The Catholic Encyclopedia states that 
“Francis’ love of creatures was not simply the 
offspring of a soft sentimental disposition. It arose 
from that deep and abiding sense of the presence 
of God. To him all are from one Father and all are 
real kin . . . hence, his deep sense of personal 
responsibility towards fellow creatures . . .” 
Likewise, the Ba’al Shem taught that our 
compassion for all of God’s creatures derives from 
the existence of divinity found within our own 
souls and within all of our fellow creatures. 

The Ba’al Shem taught that individuals should 
bring a compassionate consciousness to all of their 
daily activities. He taught that this pure 
compassion transcends all polarities and divisions 
because it is rooted in the infinite light of oneness 
out of which the universe was fashioned. I have 
come to believe that, through cultivating this 
vision as a spiritual practice, it should be possible 
to bring compassionate awareness to all of our 
struggles for justice, peace and sustainability. In 

other words, I am convinced that we have the 
ability to cultivate a kind of non-violent 
compassion that allows us to struggle with the 
forces of oppression and with those individuals 
and collectivities that represent such oppression, 
without investing our energy into reactionary 
hatred. 

This is certainly not easy. When I read about 
the cruelty committed by oppressors against 
innocent victims, my rage flares up. I want to 
scream at them: “What are you doing? Don’t you 
know that you are wounding a creature of God?” 
But I have to remind myself that the tormentor 
himself became what he became because his life 
was somehow distorted by some trauma that he 
himself experienced. It is this that leads me to 
compassion. 

It will come as no surprise to readers that for 
me the Ba’al Shem’s loving proclamation that 
“there is no place devoid of the divine” must now 
be boldly carried into the social, economic, 
political and environmental realms of our world. 
There is so much suffering to be sweetened, so 
many sparks to be liberated, and all of human 
civilization to be elevated. To my mind engaging in 
this work is central to what it means to be a 
spiritual person and an authentic Jew in this era.  

 

A Note of Introduction from Kehilla School's New Director 
From Rabbi Gray Myrseth 

I am delighted to be joining the Kehilla 
community as School Director! Having grown up 
in the Bay Area and spent the last five years in 
rabbinical school in Boston, I am also very happy 
to return to the West Coast. 

I was recently rereading one of my favorite 
pieces of midrash, or rabbinic expansion on a 
biblical verse, which informs us that the 
revelation of our tradition’s sacred teaching is not 
limited to the words of our Torah scroll. It does 
not even end with the addition of the fiery 
prophets, the beautiful psalms and writings, or 
the law codes and commentaries. In fact, the 
midrash goes on, “even the words that an 
engaged student says today in the Beit Midrash—

the house of study—were included in that which 
was given as a gift at Mount Sinai” (Midrash 
Leviticus Rabbah on Parshat Ki Tisa). 

This is no small claim. Our tradition demands 
that we pay as close attention to the ideas and 
questions of our young people—and our students 
of all ages—as we do to the words of our beloved 
Torah. Considered in this light, Jewish learning is 
not merely the transfer of information from one 
generation to the next. Jewish learning becomes 
an experience of possible revelation, of a 
deepening understanding of Judaism, of 
ourselves, and of our community’s role in this 
turbulent and rapidly changing world. 

[continued on page 9]
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A Note of Introduction from Kehilla School's New Director 
[continued from page 7] 

This is the spirit with which I enter into our 
2017-2018 school year—ready to join this 
learning community with open eyes and an open 
heart, excited about what new revelations will 
unfold, prepared to teach our students and to 
learn from them. 

Please be in touch with any questions, 
concerns, or hopes you have about the coming  

 

 

year at Kehilla School. You can reach me 
at rabbigray@kehillasynagogue.org. I look 
forward to getting to know as many of you as 
possible, both before the school year begins and 
once it is underway. 

To register your young people for Kehilla 
School, go to kehillasynagogue.org/kehilla-
school/. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Elul CHAI Shabbat & New Member Welcome! 

 

Saturday, August 26 
10am – 12pm 

Raise your spirits as we raise the roof with singing, dancing and teaching to take us higher on this special 
all-in Shabbat. With Rabbi Dev, Hazzan Shulamit, Beth Dickinson, Julie Nesnansky, Debbie Fier and Ketzev 
Kehilla drumming group. Welcoming new and prospective Kehilla members.  Followed by a potluck kiddush 
lunch--please bring a veggie dish to share if you can. 

Oakland A’s Jewish Heritage Night 2017 

 

Join Kehilla for a special night of baseball on Tuesday, August 15th game time at 
7:05pm for the Oakland A’s 7th annual Jewish Heritage night! 

 Exclusive A’s Jewish Heritage Night Beannie 

 Special pregame party and performances 

 Meal and non-alcoholic beverage provided 

 FREE Parking Tuesday 

We have a few tickets left, follow the link on the Kehilla website. 
Cost:  $35 per person (children under 2 years old are FREE) 

PLEASE NOTE: There are no paper tickets, your name will be at the box office on “Will Call” in the purchaser’s 
name. The name of the person picking up the tickets at the box office must be given to Kehilla in advance, 

with your online order, and that person must bring their I.D. with them when they pick up the tickets. 

Questions? Contact Dee Ward via email: dee@kehillasynagogue.org or call (510) 547-2424 x100 

 

file:///C:/Users/Sasha%20G/Downloads/rabbigray@kehillasynagogue.org
file:///C:/Users/Sasha%20G/Downloads/kehillasynagogue.org/kehilla-school/
file:///C:/Users/Sasha%20G/Downloads/kehillasynagogue.org/kehilla-school/
mailto:dee@kehillasynagogue.org
http://kehillasynagogue.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/03/Oakland-As-Knit-Cap.jpg
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              Drumming as Prayer Class 
Taught by Debbie Fier, Kehilla Musical Prayer Leader  
                      & “Heartbeat of the Service” 

Drumming is an active 
form of meditation. It 
provides a wonderful 
way to be present, 
express yourself and 

learn how to drum with a group in sacred 
community space. At Kehilla, we are creating an 
intergenerational drum group, called Ketzev 
Kehilla, (the Beats of Kehilla), and we have been 
learning some of the rhythms for the Kehilla 
melodies and drumming at our Chai Shabbat 
services. 

Those who wish to will have the opportunity 
to drum for our High Holy Days services at the 
Scottish Rite Center in Oakland. Participants who 
want to join us in drumming need to commit to 
coming to both classes of the series (exceptions 
may be made IF you have taken previous 
‘Drumming as Prayer’ classes with Debbie. In 
those cases, you must come to at least 1 class. 
Those of you who are more experienced 
drummers can come to the pre-HHD drum 
rehearsal Tues., Sept. 12 at 7 pm). If you have 

taken this class before, and enjoy drumming in 
our Kehilla circle, please come to the class!  We 
will always learn new rhythms, practice new 
exercises and continue building on what we have 
previously done. 

All ages and all levels welcome!  Please bring a 
drum if you have one.  If you need a drum for the 
class, please email dee@kehillasynagogue.org 
and we will do our best to provide one. Hand 
percussion (shakers, claves, etc.) will be provided. 

Please refrain from wearing any scented 
products, to make this class accessible for those 
with environmental sensitivities. 

Dates: Sunday, Aug. 27, 4-5:30 pm and Thursday, 
Aug. 31, 7-8:30 

Cost: Members: 2 classes $36; 1 class $25.    
Non-members: 2 classes $50; 1 class $30. 

Location: Fireside Room 

To Register:  You can register through the Kehilla 
website, or send check payable to Kehilla to 
Kehilla, 1300 Grand Ave., Piedmont, CA 94610. 

SAVE THE DATES 
High Holy Days 2017/5778 at Kehilla 

Facing Our Times with Spiritual Audacity 

 Selichot (September 16) at Kehilla             
 Erev Rosh Hashanah (September 20) at the Scottish Rite Center* 
 Rosh Hashanah (September 21) at the Scottish Rite Center 
 Rosh Hashanah 2nd day (September 22) at Kehilla 
 Kol Nidre (September 29) at the Scottish Rite Center 
 Yom Kippur (September 30) at the Scottish Rite Center (morning service) and Kehilla (evening service) 

*The Scottish Rite Center is located at 1547 Lakeside Drive, Oakland.  

“The hour calls for high moral grandeur and spiritual audacity.” 
— Abraham Joshua Heschel, 1963 

http://kehillasynagogue.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/hhd-postcard-image-1.jpg
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Economic Justice Committee: A Political Engagement Workshop 

by Karen Rachels 

On April 2, Kehilla’s Economic Justice 
Committee (EJC) presented a “Political 
Engagement Workshop.” The aim was to provide a 
venue where, in the aftermath of the November 
election and in a sense of shared community, 
neighbors and members of the Kehilla 
congregation could gather to discuss and commit 
to future actions regarding pressing social and 
political issues.  Over 100 neighbors and members 
of Kehilla participated in productive discussions 
that were facilitated by activist experts in eight 
topic areas.  Attendees expressed appreciation for 
the well-timed event, and for the sense of 
community, direction and insights that they took 
from the discussions. 

Eighty-eight individuals participated in the 
workshop. Hazzan Shulamit and Beth Dickinson 
opened the day with music and Rabbi Dev 
organized a breakout on centering activism in 
spiritual practices.  In addition, twelve resource 
people from outside the synagogue, and eight 
breakout group facilitators from the EJC and other 
Kehilla sectors, made the event happen. 

Most well-attended breakout groups were 

those on vulnerable populations, voting rights and 
voters’ power, civil liberties, healthcare and 
spiritual practices.  Other breakouts covered 
criminal justice, social services, and climate. 

Following the workshop planning committee’s 
internal debrief, the group decided to survey 
participants as well as those who expressed 
interest but could not attend to respond to three 
questions: 

 If you attended the workshop, did the 
event motivate you to take actions?  If 
so, what have you done or are you 
doing now? 

 If you did not attend the workshop, 
have you been engaged politically in 
the last two months?  If so, what have 
you done or are you doing now? 

 Is there anything you might want to see 
the Economic Justice Committee of 
Kehilla do in the future to support you? 

Stay tuned for what we learned. 

 

 
Oakland Community Organizations 40th Anniversary Celebration 

by Mandy Bratt 

Oakland Community Organizations (OCO) is 
celebrating 40 years of transforming lives, 
communities and neighborhoods, on Sunday, 
September 17, 2017, at the Ascension Greek 
Orthodox Cathedral in Oakland from 5:00 – 9:00 
p.m.   

OCO is requesting your support through a silent 
auction donation.  Kehilla members have made 
some very generous donations in the 
past.  Suggestions are leftover unused gift 
certificates, objet d’arts, tickets to events, 

certificates for services (e.g., gardening, 
landscaping, chiropractic, dental, etc.).   

Donations will support OCO’s critical work on 
the following four initiatives:  Pathways to 
Citizenship, Bring Healthcare Home, Violence 
Prevention/Community Safety, and Excellence and 
Equity in Oakland’s schools.   

Hope you will also plan to attend the 40th 
Anniversary party.  For more information or to 
make a silent auction donation, please call 
Mandy Bratt at (510) 383-9918 (home).  I am 
happy to pick up donations.
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BART Board Passes Sanctuary Rule with Kehilla Support 
by Jeanne Finberg 

Four Kehilla members attended a BART Board 
of Directors meeting on June 22, 2017 to speak in 
favor of a proposal to protect undocumented 
immigrants using its services from being reported 
by BART officials to federal authorities. 
Lili Shidlovski and Carol Rothman, of Kehilla’s 
Immigration Committee, represented the only 
faith-based organization to testify before the 
board. 

The proposal, as originally drafted, was called a 
Sanctuary rule, but it was renamed “Safe Transit” 
to address concerns of conservatives concerned 
about the potential for BART to lose federal 
funding by using this terminology. The Safe Transit 
policy passed with all but one board member 
voting in favor.  

By passing the Safe Transit resolution, BART 
has declared that, regardless of ethnic or national 
origin, gender, gender identity, race, religion, 
sexual orientation, or immigration status, riders 
can count on a safe and secure environment on 
BART. The policy forbids BART from spending any 
of its resources on immigration enforcement and 
has directed all of its employees to not provide 
information about its riders to federal personnel 
or help with any other aspect of immigration law 
enforcement. This allows the 500,000 
undocumented immigrants in the Bay Area to take 
BART without fear that they will be identified and 
detained or deported for doing so. 

Kehilla has been a part of the Sanctuary 
Movement since the 1980s. At that time, many 
faith-based groups, including Kehilla, took action 

to protect people fleeing violence and torture in 
Central America. Recently, as a response to 
current federal anti-immigrant policies, Kehilla 
renewed its commitment to Sanctuary. At the 
BART hearing, Carol Rothman described Kehilla’s 
Sanctuary resolution, which says that “as people 
of faith and people of conscience, we pledge to 
resist the newly elected administration’s policy 
proposals to target and deport millions of 
undocumented immigrants and discriminate 
against marginalized communities. We will open 
up our congregations and communities as 
sanctuary spaces for those targeted by hate, and 
work alongside our friends, families and neighbors 
to ensure the dignity and human rights of all 
people.” 

Lili Shidlovski spoke about a specific immigrant 
family that is here seeking asylum, putting a face 
on the need for the BART Safe Transit policy. Lili 
described the family’s need to take BART to get to 
appointments, school and errands, and how their 
fears of being identified and deported by BART 
police have had damaging effects on both the 
parents and their children. Lili, like many other 
Kehilla members, has been active in assisting 
immigrant families.  

Please contact Kehilla’s Immigration 
Committee at 
mailto:ImmigrationCommitteeChairs@kehillasyna
gogue.org if you are interested in learning more 
about how to get involved in immigration-related 
actions or how you can support newly arrived 
immigrants. 

 

Greening Committee 
by Jeff Hoffman 

The Kehilla Greening Committee is looking for a 
few good environmentalists. Are you passionate 
about climate change, clean energy, 
environmental justice and other “green” topics? 
Come join us! The basic time commitment is fairly 
minimal and can be credited toward your avodah 
hours. We meet once a month at Kehilla to plan 
events and initiatives and help guide the 
congregation’s environmental policy.  The 

Greening Committee offers you the opportunity to 
participate in interfaith, multi-cultural coalitions 
that are addressing climate change from a social 
justice perspective.  

Among our achievements and activities: 

--We led Kehilla’s effort to install solar panels on 
the roof of our Grand Avenue building.  

[continued on page 14] 

mailto:ImmigrationCommitteeChairs@kehillasynagogue.org
mailto:ImmigrationCommitteeChairs@kehillasynagogue.org
http://kehillasynagogue.org/greening-committee/
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Call for Artists: Sept/Oct High Holy Day Art Show 

“The hour calls for high moral grandeur and spiritual audacity.”  
— Abraham Joshua Heschel, 1963 

 

The Art Gallery Committee invites all Kehilla members to submit two-dimensional artwork or framed 
writing for our Second Annual High Holy Days Art Show. Any piece you create, or have created in 
the past, that resonates in your heart as a reflection of this year’s theme: “Facing our Times with 
Spiritual Audacity,” will be accepted for the exhibit.  For visual work, feel free to write a short 
accompanying narrative if you think it will help explain your response to the theme. 

As Kehilla’s spiritual leadership explains: 

Since last year’s High Holy Days, so much has happened. Many things that some of us have taken for granted are under 

assault.  Facing our new circumstances, how do we resist and persist, drawing on our spiritual teachings to stay true to 
our values of human integrity, and our commitment to this planet and its creatures? Now, we look ahead with 
awareness of our individual and collective struggles, traumas, gifts and strengths. How can we break free from the 
impact of our past traumas?  How do we offer our gifts with humility, clarity and spiritual audacity?  This, like every 
moment, is novel and requires our creativity, our compassion and a renewed awareness of our spiritual resources. Every 
High Holy Day cycle brings a powerful invitation to reflect back and to prepare to move forward; this year calls on all that 
our hearts and minds can offer. 

This year we will again display artwork in the Fireside Room and in other areas of our synagogue to 
deepen our connection to this sacred, contemplative time and to each other.  Please keep in mind 
that the Fireside Room is used for worship by Kehilla and other congregations in the community. It is 
also used for children’s classes and as a space for yoga and meditation. With that in mind, we hope 
to create a show that will complement these activities and enhance our space with works of artistic 
quality and thoughtful integrity as we usher in 5771. We look forward to your participation.     

DETAILS 

 Please submit images of your work, identify the medium, and include framed size (width and 
height) to kehillaart@gmail.com by August 15, 2017.  You may submit more than one image 
and we will attempt to hang as many as possible.  At least one piece per artist will be 
displayed. 

 All work must come ready to hang.  

 Receiving deadline and hanging guidelines to follow. 

 The show will be on display beginning on September 1, 2017 and the reception will be held 
on September 9th from 3:00 to 6:00. 

 Please contact us with any questions at kehillaart@gmail.com. 

 

mailto:kehillaart@gmail.com
mailto:kehillaart@gmail.com
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Greening Committee 
[continued from page 12] 

The 22-kilowatt system, which was installed in 
partnership with RE-volv, a non-profit organization 
that finances community-based solar projects, 
supplies 70% of the synagogue’s energy.   Kehilla’s 
lease payments on the solar system have helped 
RE-volv finance eight other solar installations. (You 
can watch a great video on Kehilla’s partnership 
with Re-volv on the Kehilla website, under the 
Greening Committee tab.) 

--We successfully shepherded the adoption of 
the Green Menorah Covenant through the 
congregation. The vision of Rabbi Arthur Waskow 
of the Shalom Center, the Green Menorah 
symbolizes a covenant among Jewish communities 
and congregations to renew the miracle of 
Hanukkah in our own generation. Just as the 
Menorah in the Holy Temple was rooted in the 
image of a tree, its branches and buds, so we need 
to renew the sense that our earth calls on us to 
light the Planetary Menorah by reducing our use 
of fossil fuels. 

--We represent Kehilla on the Oakland Climate 
Action Coalition’s (OCAC) clean energy 
subcommittee. In that capacity, we’ve been 
working for the past five years to bring community 
choice energy to the East Bay.  Along with the East 
Bay Clean Power Alliance and the Alameda 
Interfaith Climate Action Network (AICAN), we 
have pressured local elected officials to create 
Alameda County’s clean energy power network, 
which will be a supplier of renewable energy at 
stable rates while promoting the growth of local  

 

 

green jobs and businesses. The East Bay Clean 
Energy Agency is expected to launch in Spring of 
2018. 

--Along with other congregations in AICAN, we 
helped organize an interfaith service at the 
People’s Climate March at Lake Merritt on April 
29, 2017. 

--We hold seminars and informational sessions 
that help connect the congregation with 
environmental action opportunities with outside 
organizations, such as the Sierra Club, 350.org and 
Lights for Gaza. Lights for Gaza, a project of 
Rebuilding Alliance, is distributing portable solar 
Luci lights to needy children in the Gaza Strip. 
We’ve held educational sessions on critical policy 
issues, such as implementing a carbon tax in order 
to accelerate the transition to a renewable energy 
economy.  Our programs also highlight important 
local environmental issues, such as the 
controversy over plans to remove eucalyptus trees 
from the East Bay hills. 

Come join us and bring your energy and 
creativity. We welcome you to join the Kehilla 
Greening Committee.  Or if you would like to be 
informed of opportunities to easily support the 
climate change advocacy efforts we are part of, 
you can add your name to our email distribution 
list by contacting Ralph Silber 
(ralph@kehillasynagogue.org). You can also 
contact Ralph if you would like any other 
information about the Greening Committee.  

 

A Final Resting Place for Kehilla 

by Cathy Steirn 

Kehilla’s Chevra Kadisha has begun looking at 
securing a Kehilla (and/or greater Bay Area Jewish) 
section at a local or nearby cemetery for our 
congregation. While there are several Jewish 
burial options (this includes burying cremains 
ashes) in our area, none has a specific Kehilla 
section and may have conditions which prove 
difficult for some people: grave sites located on a 
steep hillside making accessibility hard, 
requirement for concrete liners, location requiring 
travel on congested freeways, or perhaps no 

further space available. 

We recognize that thinking about a burial plot 
is often not first on someone’s list of pleasant 
things to contemplate, or even onerous chores. 
But it is so important. We will all need to consider 
this someday and a group area requires advance 
planning. Before we proceed, we need to know 
the wishes of our congregation. We need to 
consider the desires of as many of us as possible.  

[continued on the next page] 

http://www.eastbaytimes.com/2014/03/05/piedmont-kehilla-community-synagogue-goes-green-installs-solar-project/
https://re-volv.org/
https://youtu.be/2yAo3WqdzaY
https://kehillasynagogue.org/why-kehillas-menorah-is-turning-green/
https://theshalomcenter.org/
http://oaklandclimateaction.org/
http://oaklandclimateaction.org/
http://www.interfaithpower.org/get-involved-3/alameda-interfaith-climate-action-network-east-bay-working-group/
http://www.interfaithpower.org/get-involved-3/alameda-interfaith-climate-action-network-east-bay-working-group/
https://www.globalgiving.org/projects/gazas-children/
file:///C:/Users/Sasha%20G/Downloads/ralph@kehillasynagogue.org
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A Final Resting Place for Kehilla 
[continued from page 14]

We will be sending out a survey soon to elicit this 
information in a SurveyMonkey format.  It will be 
enormously helpful to us if you would complete 
this survey.  

We will be asking about your wishes for burial 
(green and conventional) or cremation. For 
clarification, traditional Jewish burial is done in an 
unlined grave. Many cemeteries now impose the 
use of a five or six-sided concrete box surrounding 
the coffin – this is called a “liner.” We will refer to 
these concrete lined graves as “conventional.” A 
“green burial” is done without a concrete liner and 
may also allow placement of the body into the 
grave without a casket. 

Currently, we have identified two cemeteries 
that have possibilities for Kehilla. Mt. View  

Cemetery in Oakland currently has an area that 
would hold 48 contiguous graves; all require 
liners. Lone Tree Cemetery in Hayward has an area 
holding several hundred contiguous graves which 
could be dedicated as green. In both of these 
cemeteries the respective areas would be 
consecrated as Jewish. 

Kehilla will not be subsidizing any purchases. 
We anticipate that each congregant would pay 
directly to the cemetery. 

For more information on green burials: 
greenburialcouncil.org. 

Please contact either Cathy Steirn 510-289-
2363 or Jane Hoberman 510-333-1848 for any 
questions.  Thank you so much. 

 

Thank You for Your Generosity

 General Fund 

Anna Martin & Loel Solomon in honor of 2017 Retreat Camping Subsidy 

Simone Masson & Jaime Levy in honor of Elek Terri Masson-Levy's Baby Naming 

Michael Butler and Elissa Gershon in honor of the service leaders and teachers for Aaron Butler's Bar 
Mitzvah: Rabbi David, Julie Nesnansky, Debbie Fier, Beth Dickinson and Natalie Boskin 

Marc Melnick & Catherine Albiston BBM donation in honor of Rabbi David, Julie Nesnansky & Natalie 
Boskin 

The Jewish Community Foundation 

Legacy Year Incentive Grant 

The Jewish Community Foundation 

Rabbis' Discretionary Fund 

Seth & Renee Karten in thanks to Rabbi David 

Jennifer Kaufman & Lawrence Kay in honor of Sophie Kay’s Bat Mitzvah and Rabbi Carol for the use of 
Siddur and Torah excerpt 

Christine Orrey in honor of my partner, Cynthia 

Dara Schur 

Terumah 

The Jewish Community Foundation 

 

 

file:///C:/Users/Sasha%20G/Downloads/greenburialcouncil.org
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August 2017 
Please remember that all events are fragrance-free.

Tues., August 1, 7:30pm. Middle East Peace 
Committee Meeting. Fireside Room. 

Wed., August 2, 7:50 am. Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev, Fireside Room. Doors open at 7:50 a.m., 
short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30, 
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. Please 
enter through the patio off Fairview Avenue. 

Fri., August 4, 7:30 pm. Kabbalat Shabbat with Hazzan 
Shulamit, Jenna Stover-Kemp & Beth Dickinson 
Join us to light Shabbat candles and for a song-filled 
and soulful evening of both spirited and contemplative 
prayer. Kiddush follows the service. Bring veggie finger-
food to share.  In the Sanctuary. 

Sat., August 5, 10:30 am. Shabbat Morning Service 
with Sharon Grodin and Hazzan Shulamit 
Bracha Stone will be chanting Torah (Deut. 3:23-29)--
join us in the Fireside Room! In Parsha Va’etchanan, 
Moses continues to retell the story of the people, 
highlighting the laws and principles (including the 
Sh’ma) that he believes will strengthen and secure the 
people in the future if they pay attention.  Kiddush 
sponsored by Bracha & Don Stone in honor of and with 
gratitude for the Kehilla Community.  

Sat., August 5, 10:30 am. Tot Shabbat with Jen Miriam 
Kantor, Alon Altman & Puppet Friends. Especially for 
the littlest tots (0-3 years) and their grownups; children 
up to 5 are welcome! Join us for songs, prayers, friends 
and stories and end with challah and grape juice. Bring 
a snack to share if you’d like. Back Classroom – Main 
Floor.  

Sun., August 6, 2:00pm. Connection through Arts with 
Faith Trio. The Interfaith Art Exhibition Committee is 
inviting all artists and the community to participate in 
our upcoming “Connection through Arts” event to 
meet other artists, form new collaborations, and create 
artworks with others through the event. (See p. 8 for 
details). 

Wed., August 9, 7:50 am. Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev, Fireside Room. Doors open at 7:50 a.m., 
short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30, 
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. Please 
enter through the patio off Fairview Avenue. 

Fri., August 11, 5:30 - 8:00 pm. Pop-up Shabbat @ 
Bites off Broadway with Rabbi Dev & Friends 
Join Rabbi Dev and friends to enjoy the Temescal’s 
delicious and festive Friday night food truck 
event.  We’ll come together for Shabbat blessings, 

challah and grape juice at 6:30.  Get food from the food 
trucks (they open at 5:30), or bring a picnic with you. 
Look for our table near the back of the lawn, closer to 
the art center than the street. Come meet our 
neighbors, make new friends, and jump into the street 
party with our Jew flag proudly flying. At “Bites off 
Broadway” on the lawn & street outside the Studio 
One Art Center, 365 45th Street, between Broadway & 
Shafter, Oakland, CA. . (See p. 5 for details). 

Sat., August 12, 10:00 am. Shabbat Morning Service & 
Celebration of Rye Alie becoming Bat Mitzvah with 
Rabbi Dev, Hazzan Shulamit, Rabbi Carol Caine (Rye’s 
teacher) and Debbie Fier.  Join us as we celebrate 
Shabbat and Rye’s simcha. Kiddush provided by Rye’s 
parents, Mac and Laura Alie. 

Sun., August 13, 11am-12pm. Protest at the Richmond 
Immigration Detention Center. Please join us for the 
“Let Our People Go” program—it’s only for ONE 
HOUR—on the second Sunday of every month from 
11am–12pm. Bring noisemakers so we can let the 
detainees know we have not forgotten them. Inspired 
by the Interfaith Movement for Human Integrity’s 
monthly vigils, we want to help amplify their work. 
Location: Richmond Detention Facility - 5555 Giant 
Highway. For more information: 
letourpeoplego@kehillasynagogue.org.  

Mon., August 14, 7pm. Book Discussion Group. All 
Kehilla members welcome. Fireside Room.  

Tues., August 15, 7:05pm. Oakland A’s Jewish Heritage 
Night 2017. Join Kehilla for a special night of baseball 
with the Oakland A’s for the 7th annual Jewish Heritage 
night. (See p. 9 for details) 

Wed., August 16, 7:50 am. Morning Meditation Sit 
with Rabbi Dev, Fireside Room. Doors open at 7:50 
a.m., short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 
8:30, mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. 
Please enter through the patio off Fairview Avenue. 

Wed., August 16, 6:30pm. Economic Justice 
Committee Meeting. Fireside Room. 

Thurs., August 17, 6:15pm. Greening Committee 
Meeting. Back Classroom – Main Floor. 

Sat., August 19, 10:00 am. Shabbat Morning Service & 
Celebration of Sarah Ifcher becoming Bat Mitzvah 
with Rabbi Dev, Beth Dickinson, Sharon Grodin (Sarah’s 
teacher) and Debbie Fier.  Join us as we celebrate 
Shabbat and Sarah’s simcha. Kiddush provided by 
Sarah’s parents, John Ifcher and Liz Orlin. 

http://interfaithart.org/collaboration-program
mailto:letourpeoplego@kehillasynagogue.org
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Tues., August 22, 6:45pm. (Dinner at 6:15pm) Board of 
Trustees Meeting. All members are welcome. Fireside 
Room. 

Wed., August 23, 7:50 am. Morning Meditation Sit 
with Rabbi Dev, Fireside Room. Doors open at 7:50 
a.m., short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 
8:30, mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. 
Please enter through the patio off Fairview Avenue. 

Fri., August 25, 2:00pm. Art Committee Meeting. 
Fireside Room. 

Fri., August 25, 6:30 pm. Tot Shabbat with Jen Miriam 
Kantor, Alon Altman & Puppet Friends! For children up 
to 5 years old (or older if they enjoy it) and their 
grown-ups. Come together for a song-, story- and 
friend-filled welcoming of Shabbat!  Please bring a 
vegetarian potluck dish to share if you can. In the Social 
Hall. 
Sat., August 26, 10:00 am. CHAI Shabbat & New 
Member Welcome!  Raise your spirits as we raise the 
roof with singing, dancing and teaching to take us 

higher on this special all-in Shabbat. With Rabbi Dev, 
Hazzan Shulamit, Beth Dickinson, Julie Nesnansky, 
Debbie Fier and Ketzev Kehilla drumming group. 
Welcoming new and prospective Kehilla 
members.  Followed by a potluck kiddush lunch--please 
bring a veggie dish to share if you can. 

Sun., August 27, 4:00pm. Drumming As Prayer Class 
with Debbie Fier Kehilla Musical Prayer Leader & 
“Heartbeat of the Service”. In Fireside Room. (See p. 10 
for details). 

Wed., August 30, 7:50 am. Morning Meditation Sit 
with Rabbi Dev, Fireside Room. Doors open at 7:50 
a.m., short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 
8:30, mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. 
Please enter through the patio off Fairview Avenue. 

Thurs., August 31, 7:00pm. Drumming As Prayer Class 
with Debbie Fier Kehilla Musical Prayer Leader & 
“Heartbeat of the Service”. In Fireside Room. (See p. 10 
for details).

 
 
 
 

Kehilla Community Synagogue 
1300 Grand Avenue, Piedmont, CA 94610 

Please use the following number for all staff:  (510) 547-2424 
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RabbiDev@kehillasynagogue.org 
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 Chevra Kadisha: 
Jane Hoberman: 510-843-6047 

 

Office Administrator, Dee Ward 
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x100 Committee Against Abuse: 
Steven Falk: 510-339-0517 
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