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Still in Israel/Palestine 
Report Back Coming June 10 

                                                     by Rabbi David J. Cooper 

By the time you read this, I 
will be back in Berkeley, but I am 
writing from a hotel in 
Bethlehem and on the road in 
the West Bank. 

Jim Haber and I will do a 
report back in greater detail on June 10 (see p. 9) 
about the trip we are on with the Center for 
Jewish Nonviolence (CJNV). But for now, let me 
report this. 

I arrived at the Tel Aviv airport on Friday 
afternoon, May 4 and with no problems at the 
airport, I went straight to Jerusalem where I could 
drop my bags and walk to Kabbalat Shabbat with 
Rabbi Rosalind Glazer who used to be one of our 
leaders in Kehilla and is now a resident in 
Jerusalem. She took me to the closest thing to 
Kehilla in the city. Kehilat Tzion is egalitarian and 
very musical, but it uses a Mizrachi nusach (modal 
form) and mixes in Ashkenazic music. It is 
politically progressive with a great rabbi. Her 
parents were a mixed Mizrachi Ashkenazic 
couple. More on that later. 

I spent days in Jerusalem and, among other 
adventures, interviewed a number of people with 
different perspectives on the current 
Israel/Palestine situation. I have been writing 
these up but have not been able to prepare them 
to blog, but they will be available later on line.  

I was in northern Israel for two days and 
stayed over with a family in a Palestinian-Israeli 
town. I also got their perspective. But my reason 
for going north was to explore a few sites that 
might be interesting for a Kehilla tour of 
Israel/Palestine and this produced some welcome 
surprises. 

Early on Sunday, May 14, I met up with about 
130 people outside a park in central Jerusalem. 
We were ready to board buses on the first leg of 

the CJNV trip to the occupied West Bank. Looking 
like a standard tourist group we were waved 
through the security at the intimidating high wall 
abreast the road to Bethlehem. 

For that first day, we mostly stayed at our 
hotel in Bethlehem for orientation and for a 
mishpacha gathering which are smaller groups of 
eight to ten people who gather at times for 
checking in and talking out feelings and 
reflections in confidence. The leadership 
appointed several people to be facilitators of 
these groups and I was designated as one of 
these. 

The nine days of activities are divided in three 
phases, a visiting phase, an action phase and a 
phase of report back. The first phase consisted of 
a few days of visits to five different sites around 
the West Bank to work with Palestinians who 
have invited CJNV to be with them. So we were 
divided into five groups; each would visit the 
same site for the next three days. My group came 
to a small Bedouin village in the south Hebron 
hills called Um al Khair (“the goodly community”), 
which has been under a demolition order for a 
few years that has not been carried out… yet.  

The village has been there since the 1950’s 
where they resettled after the 1948 war. 
Stretching alongside of the village, separated by a 
high fence, is an illegal Israeli settlement that was 
established there in the 1980’s. The contrast 
between the village and the settlement is stark. 
Suburban houses with well-watered landscaping 
and air conditioning. And across, an arid 
collection of two village segments, a few buildings 
of corrugated metal, a few of prefab rectangles, 
and some of cinder block. Some frame structures 
are covered by plastic canvass, and one, a  

[continued on page 8] 
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Executively Speaking: The State of the Congregation 
by Michael Saxe-Taller, Executive Director

[The following is adapted 
from a talk given at the Kehilla 
Annual Community Meeting on 
May 3, 2017.] 

We are completing another 
fine year at Kehilla and we have 

done so under very tough circumstances. I invited 
all of those present to share their highlights from 
Kehilla’s past year.  

(Dozens of experiences were shared from the 
celebrations for Rabbi David and Rabbi Burt’s 
birthday to the work of Kehilla’s Immigration 
Committee and our contingents in many protest 
marches to Queer Torah class and the Teen Beit 
Midrash.)   

It is important in times like these to have a 
place which sustains us, and from the many 
highlights that people shared, it is clear that 
Kehilla has been that place for many in the 
congregation. We are able to do this because we 
are a strong community and our strength is 
evident in a number of ways: 

Membership 
There are many benefits of a growing 

membership - more diversity, increased financial 
resources and more energy and leadership. We 
are going through a strong period of growth. After 
a few years of slow or no growth, we have had 40 
new member households join Kehilla each of the 
last two years and our overall membership has 
grown from 382 to 422 member households. 

Finances 
We continue our steady path to solid financial 

ground and long-term sustainability. Our annual 
budget is $966,000 and for the third year in a row, 
it is likely that we will finish in the black. The 
largest portion of our income comes from 
membership pledges ($517,000), but the money 
we bring in from contributions ($158,000), 
educational fees ($114,000), program income 
($97,000) and rentals ($67,000), is crucial to our 
sustainability. By far, Kehilla’s biggest expense 

category is Personnel, which makes up about 69% 
of our yearly expenses.   

Fundraising  
It is important that we speak about money, a 

subject that is not always easy for folks to talk 
about. For us to build and sustain our beloved 
community, we need to raise money, and to do 
that, we need to ask people for money. We have 
been able to continue developing our culture of 
giving in a way that both honors our values and 
recognizes the need to raise money to run the 
synagogue.   

We are very pleased that because of the hard 
work of many people and the generosity of 
hundreds of Kehilla members, we were able to 
meet our fundraising goals for the year.    

In addition, this year we added another 19 
people to Kehilla’s Legacy Society. We now have 
over 50 members who have committed to an 
afterlife gift to Kehilla. We participate in a Jewish 
community-wide Life and Legacy Program and 
because we were able to bring in so many new 
legacy donors, we received a $10,000 grant from 
the East Bay Jewish Foundation. 

Year of Continued Transition  
I want to say something about change: change 

happens. But when change happens and 
particularly when people who have made a real 
difference in our lives leave, we can feel off 
balance, or concerned about our stability. Kehilla 
is in a period of significant change in our clergy 
and our staff and that might make some of you 
apprehensive. But I can assure you that we are 
strong enough and solid enough as a community 
to handle these changes and to come through 
them even stronger.   

As we all know, Rabbi David will be stepping back 
this July into his new role as Active Emeritus. He 
will continue working as a Kehilla rabbi about 25% 
time. It will take all of us, and most especially 
Rabbi David, time to adjust to his new role.  

[continued on the next page] 
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Executively Speaking: The State of the Congregation  
[continued from page 1]

On July 1, Rabbi Dev will be stepping into the 
Senior Rabbi role, and we are all excited for this.  

Founding Rabbi Burt Jacobson will continue 
serving our community. And Hazzan Shulamit will 
not only be continuing but will be increasing her 
time and stepping into new roles. And we all 
benefit when we have more of Shulamit. 

On July 1, Rabbi Dev will be leaving the role of 
head of Kehilla School and we are very excited 
that in early July we will be joined by our new 
Kehilla School Director – Rabbi Gray Myrseth, 
who will be joining us following their ordination 
at Hebrew College in Boston. 

We have also been going through a period of 
administrative transition – and are taking the 
opportunity to strengthen our administrative 
infrastructure.   

This past winter, our beloved Communications 
Coordinator, Sasha Gottfried, retired after 18 
years. We are delighted that we have a new 
Office Administrator, Dee Ward, who has already 
made an impact with her warmth and superb 
organizational abilities. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are having another transition. Our 
Operations Manager, Beth Bittle will be leaving 
Kehilla in the middle ofJune to pursue her passion 
as a leader of outdoor adventures and to spend 
time with her young son, Rowen. We have begun 
a search for a new Operations Manager.  

We are also excited to be hiring a second 
custodian for nights and weekends, and a 
bookkeeping assistant to support our current 
bookkeeper, Molly Melamed.   

Leadership 
And finally, I continue to think that our 

greatest strength is the vast and diverse group of 
congregant leaders that make much of the work 
of the synagogue happen. We are excited that in 
this upcoming fiscal year we will hold our 2nd 
Annual Leadership Retreat.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

COMING SOON 

Membership Renewal and Kehilla School Registration 

Keep your eyes open as you will soon receive an email regarding your Membership Renewal and School 
Registration for the new fiscal year. Please follow the instructions and complete your renewal and 
registration as soon as you are able. No need to wait! 

 

Kehilla is hiring! 

Kehilla is currently searching for 2 new staff members: 

1. A part-time Operations Manager (80-90%) 

2. A part-time Bookkeeping Assistant – AP & AR 

Please see both job descriptions (on the Kehilla website) 
and forward along to people in your network. Email 
employment@kehillasynagogue.org with questions 
and/or resume and cover letter. 

file:///C:/Users/Sasha%20G/Desktop/Kol%20Kehilla/June%202017/employment@kehillasynagogue.org
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Kehilla Staff Transition

After five years, Operations 
Manager Beth Bittle will be 
leaving the Kehilla staff 
on June 16.  As you can read 
below, Beth will be pursuing 
some of her passions. 

Beth came to us as our 
Volunteer Coordinator, and quickly stepped up 
and took more and more responsibility for the 
functioning of the synagogue.  With her calm and 
kind presence, her keen intelligence and her 

diverse set of skills, Beth has become an essential 
part of the Kehilla community and one of the key 
reasons for our strength and success. 

We will miss Beth, but we are fortunate that 
she has agreed to work with us on some special 
projects over the next several months.  

Please join us in thanking Beth for her service 
to our community by offering some appreciation 
when you see Beth and/or dropping her a note of 
thanks at the office or to the email address below. 

**************************

Dear Kehilla Community:  

It is with great appreciation that I want to let 
you know of my decision to move on from my 
work at Kehilla.  The last 5 years have been such 
an enriching part of my life and I appreciate the 
warmth and engagement from everyone in the 
community.  

As many of you know, I am passionate about 
helping people get outdoors to hike, bike and 
enjoy the wonders of nature.  I have an 
opportunity to pursue this professionally working 
with a local outdoor adventure company.   

This work will allow me to pursue my passion 
and will also give me more time to spend with my 
wife and our 1-year old baby. 

I appreciate the opportunity to have been part 
of this community, and look forward to staying 
connected.  If you wish to learn more about my 
upcoming work, or just be in touch, feel free to 
reach out to me personally at 
callingu2@gmail.com. My last day in the office will 
be June 16th.    
Be well, 
Beth 

We are delighted to 
announce that Rabbi Gray 
Myrseth will be the new 
Director of Kehilla School, 
beginning in July. (At that 
time, Rabbi David will 

become Kehilla’s Active Emeritus Rabbi and Rabbi 
Dev will become Senior Rabbi.)   

Rabbi Gray has recently completed rabbinic 
studies at Hebrew College in Boston. They have 
worked extensively with youth of all ages, from 
pre-school through high school, and bring an 
extraordinary capacity to connect with anyone 
and everyone, guiding Jewish learning that is both 
brightly alive and strongly rooted in Jewish 
traditions. Rabbi Gray is deeply aligned with the 

mission of Kehilla Synagogue and Kehilla School, 
and is eager to share their vision of justice-
oriented, radically inclusive Jewish life with our 
community.  

The selection of Rabbi Gray was the 
culmination of an intensive four month search 
process led by our School Director Search 
Committee. We are grateful for the work of the 
committee: Jenny Wong (chair), Ali Cannon, 
Jonathan Cohen, Bracha Stone, Malka Stover-
Kemp, Michael Saxe-Taller and Rabbi Dev Noily.  

This is a time of transition and growth for 
Kehilla School and we are excited to have Rabbi 
Gray steer the school community through this 
period.  Please join us in welcoming them when 
they arrive in July. 

 

file:///C:/Users/Sasha%20G/Desktop/Kol%20Kehilla/June%202017/callingu2@gmail.com
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The Kehilla Annual Retreat! Shabbat in the Meadow 
Friday, July 14 – Sunday, July 16  

Come for Saturday or stay for the weekend!  

In Bort Meadow, Anthony Chabot Regional Park 

 
Join us as we celebrate Shabbat and renew our spirits in the beauty of nature! At Bort Meadow, Chabot Regional 
Park in Oakland. Great food, great conversations, great “play-shops” (no workshops on Shabbat!) and the inimitable 
Kehilla’s Got Talent Show!  

New members: this is a great way to take that next step into the heart of our community. Mark your calendars! 

Campers: don’t miss out on the campers’ esprit de corps, and breakfast provided. New to camping? Help awaits you. 

School Families: the School will be organizing  ways for our kids and their families to be especially wanted (and 
needed) –  a very amazing skit for the talent(?) show; perfect games and activities for active youngins seeking a huge 
meadow in which to be far away and yet not out of sight; s’mores; campfire; all with friends from Kehilla School. So 
mark your calendars now! 

Finding it difficult to attend due to the uneven terrain? The Spiritual Life Practices Committee is hoping to create a 
sub-committee to address this challenge. Please contact SLPC@kehillasynagogue.org to join the subcommittee 
and/or to let us know of the particular issues you face that are obstacles to your attending. 

The Retreat Committee wants you!  There are many ways to pitch in as a member of this long-lived and fun-loving 
committee. Contact RetreatCommittee@kehillasynagogue.com. 

SCHEDULE FOR SAT. JULY 15th 
 10:15am – 12:30pm: Shabbat Service in the Redwoods. Children’s activities begin. 
 12:30pm – 1:30pm: Lunch 
 1:45pm – 4:30pm: Activities: Play-shops and Learn-shops (no “Work”shops on Shabbat!); Children’s Activities 
 5:30pm – 6:45pm: Dinner & S’mores 
 6:45pm – Dusk: The Amazing, Amusing Kehilla Talent Show concluding with Havdalah 
 Dusk (8:45ish) Campfire and Camp Songs 

 

RETREAT PRICES 
Full Saturday program for Adults: Kehilla Members – $40 each; General Public – $55 
Full Saturday day program for Children: Kehilla Members – $15 each; General Public – $30 
Camping Friday night and Saturday breakfast– $7 per person. 
Camping Saturday night and Sunday breakfast–$7 per person.  

Stay tuned for a link to the Playshop offerings! 

 
Go to Kehilla website to get registered 

file:///C:/Users/Sasha%20G/Desktop/Kol%20Kehilla/June%202017/SLPC@kehillasynagogue.org 
file:///C:/Users/Sasha%20G/Desktop/Kol%20Kehilla/June%202017/RetreatCommittee@kehillasynagogue.com
http://kehillasynagogue.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/12/Retreat-Tents.jpg
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Book Discussion Group

All Kehilla members are welcome to join us 
for our customary meetings on the second 
Monday of the month at 7pm. In the Fireside 
Room. 

Monday, June 12: That’s Funny You Don’t Look 
Buddhist by Sylvia Boorstein 

 

In this landmark book, esteemed Buddhist 
teacher Sylvia Boorstein addresses this incisive 
question in a warm, delightful and personal 
way. With the same down-to-earth charm and 
wit that have endeared her to her many 
students and readers, Boorstein shows how 
one can be both an observant Jew and a 
passionately committed Buddhist. 

Monday, July 10: Love and Treasure by Ayelet 
Waldman 

 

A spellbinding new novel of contraband 
masterpieces, tragic love, and the unexpected 
legacies of forgotten crimes, Love and 
Treasure weaves a tale around the fascinating, 
true history of the Hungarian Gold Train in the 
World War II. 

A story of brilliantly drawn characters, Love 
and Treasure is a sad, funny, richly detailed 
work that poses hard questions about the value 
of precious things in a time when life itself has 
no value, and about the slenderest of chains 
that can bind us to the griefs and passions of 
the past.

Pop Up Shabbat 

 
Food trucks and Shabbat fun in the Temescal 

At “Bites Off Broadway” outside the Studio One Art Center, 365 45th Street, Oakland 

Friday evenings: June 9, July 21, and August 11 
6:30pm: Shabbat blessings (Food trucks open at 5:30) 

Join Rabbi Dev and friends to enjoy the Temescal’s delicious and festive Friday night food truck event.   We’ll come 
together for Shabbat blessings, challah and grape juice at 6:30.  You can get food from the food trucks (they open at 
5:30), or bring a picnic with you. 

Look for our table near the back of the lawn, closer to the art center than the street. Come meet our neighbors, make 
new friends, and jump into the street party with our Jew flag proudly flying. 
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                             On the Origins of Kehilla 
                                                          by Rabbi Burt Jacobson

Note: This is the thirteenth and final 
essay in a series devoted to the 
beginnings of Kehilla.  

Re-Visioning the American Synagogue 

The phrase “Jewish Renewal” came into 
prominence in the early 1980s, but there were 
numerous communities in the late 1960s and 1970s 
across the country that were part of the new Jewish 
counter-culture. They were called havurot or 
minyanim or New Age Jewish communities. Some of 
these entities were centered around charismatic 
leaders, but when I began to think about starting what 
I would call Kehilla Community Synagogue, I knew that 
this would not be my path. I was not opposed to this 
kind of leadership, but I myself did not possess a 
charismatic gift. Out of my work with my spiritual 
director, Rev. Ted Pecot, I became convinced that the 
very center of the synagogue community I wished to 
start should be a set of ideals, a compelling vision that 
would fuse together a particular notion of community, 
a spiritual understanding of Judaism, and a 
progressive mission of engagement in tikkun olam, the 
healing of the world. 

By the beginning of 1984 I had composed an 
eleven-page blueprint, Re-Visioning the American 
Synagogue. This vision and mission statement argued 
that the majority of American Jewish religious 
institutions were failing to come to grips with the 
challenges facing American Jews and Judaism.  

The document asserted that it might be possible to 
create a new form of American Judaism, one that 
would nurture our lives in some profound ways, 
integrating wisdom from the past with the best values 
and ideals of contemporary living. It would aspire to a 
vision of the future based on our knowledge of the 
potential of the human spirit. It would embody a 
Judaism that would bring together in an integral 
fashion the personal and the communal, the mystical 
and the intellectual, the moral and the political. It 
would seek to create a religious perspective that 
would at once be imaginative and passionate, as well 
as clear-sighted and rational. 

Inspired by the Ba’al Shem Tov, my founding 
statement declared that “the divine lives in the depths 
of every individual, just as the divine lives at the core 
of every creation and in every process in the  
universe. . . At its best, religious tradition can teach us 
how to listen to our own depths, and how to 
incorporate the teachings of the spirit into our daily 

lives.” But the congregation’s mission would also be 
affected by the demanding call for justice and 
compassion expressed so ardently by the ancient 
Hebrew prophets. Citing Anne Roiphe, I wrote that the 
community would emphasize “the necessity for a 
strong political thrust in active opposition to human 
suffering, together with the quest for international 
peace.” 

I started Kehilla, in part, because at the time no 
synagogue that I knew of would have hired a rabbi 
with the views I held on the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. 
In the founding vision I wrote that “We believe that 
just as the Jewish people requires a homeland for 
those who choose to live there, so the Palestinian 
people must have its own homeland. We will work for 
this goal, both in the interests of justice for the 
Palestinians, and also to promote greater security and 
peace for Israelis.” Because anyone choosing to join 
Kehilla would stand in solidarity with my vision, I felt 
safe in the coming years to speak publicly on behalf of 
an end to the Occupation, and in favor of a two-state 
resolution to the conflict.  

Unconditional love was at the core of the Ba’al 
Shem Tov’s message, and it seemed to me that this 
new congregation should welcome and respect 
everyone equally. Women would be encouraged to 
lead and serve in the congregation in ways that were 
fully equal to men. And from the very beginning, 
Kehilla embraced as full members Jews and non-Jews, 
intermarried families, gays, lesbians and 
transgendered people. It’s hard to imagine now, but 
thirty-two years ago most synagogues were not 
welcoming to all people equally.  

As I worked on the founding statement, it became 
clear to me that the model I was envisioning would, 
like all liberal synagogues, be a voluntary, 
membership-based, democratically-run congregation. 
I could not expect everyone who joined to share all of 
my convictions. I knew that I would have to moderate 
some of my expectations. I could only invite members 
to invest their time and energy into building 
community, holyday observance, education, spiritual 
development and the pursuit of social justice, but I 
could not force anyone to buy into my entire dream. 

In the early years of the congregation I continued 
the liturgical work I had begun in the Aquarian 
Minyan, re-visioning and rewriting the traditional 
prayers in the light of my commitment to     

     [continued on page 11]
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Still in Israel/Palestine… 
[continued from page 1]

community gathering space, is covered by a fabric 
woven from the hair of the goats that they raise.  

The village is not on the water nor the electric 
grid while the next door settlement’s chicken 
coops have water and electricity feeding off the 
towers that do not supply the village any power.  

This village wants us there to develop a 
relationship and to be sure the world is aware of 
them in their lonely precariousness. Their form of 
resistance is to stay put despite it all. The 
expression “Existence is resistance” comes up a 
few times in conversation during the trip. The 
work we do with the villagers is about their 
determined steadfastness, sumud.  

We help prepare the base of a new 
playground for kids who delight in running 
around us while we work and they also take a few 
turns at the shovels and rakes. On another day 
we weed their garden of thyme. We also paint a 

frame for their football (soccer) goals, clear the 
field of any rubble, and then with the settlement 
fence running right along the field, we play a 
game of football. 

The second phase of this begins tomorrow 
with a direct action that, as of this writing, I am 
prohibited from explaining, but by the time you 
read this, you will know of it. I admit that I am 
nervous about it. But what I am confident of is 
that it is an action that has been designed with, 
approved by, and with the participation of our 
Palestinian and Israeli peace camp partners all of 
whom are committed to nonviolence. 

Of course this writing is incomplete. Hopefully 
there will be a more finished report back on June 
10. Stay tuned.       

For more details check out an article about 
Rabbi David’s project: 
https://972mag.com/palestinians-israelis-and-diaspora-
jews-build-west-bank-protest-camp/127419/

 

 

 

 

 

 

It's Bar/Bat Mitzvah Season! 

Dear Kehilla community, 
 

You are invited to join us at the following shabbat morning services as these amazing 7th graders become 
Bar/Bat mitzvah. Some of us may feel a little hesitant about coming to a shabbat service when a young person 
we do not know personally is becoming Bar/Bat mitzvah, but please be assured that having Kehilla community 
members present brings immense joy and liveliness to the service, which is greatly appreciated by the family 
and their young person. Furthermore, from the pride that the Bar/Bat Mitzvah families show while joining in 
the Kehilla community aliya to the Torah, to the joyful way that the students dance with that day’s celebrant 
after s/he has finished reading from the Torah, to the beautiful words that are shared when representatives of 
the chavurah present a gift to the Bar/Bat Mitzvah, the power of these services reaches all who attend. 
 

Please note that these services begin at 10am and please attend these (and all) services scent free.  
 

Rachel Hokkanen becomes Bat Mitzvah on June 3 
Rachel Heinemann becomes Bat Mitzvah on June 10 

Cody and Sabine Sulka become B'nei Mitzvah on June 17 
 

 

 

https://972mag.com/palestinians-israelis-and-diaspora-jews-build-west-bank-protest-camp/127419/
https://972mag.com/palestinians-israelis-and-diaspora-jews-build-west-bank-protest-camp/127419/
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Kehilla Sponsors Anti-Death Penalty Outreach 

by Beth Weinberger 

As we have for a number of years, Kehilla is again 
sponsoring the annual Fast & Vigil to Abolish the Death 
Penalty in Washington, D.C.  Also known as “Starvin' for 
Justice,” the vigil is held on the steps of the U.S. 
Supreme Court, June 29th through July 2.   

 
Although the dates commemorate 2 important 

Court decisions, the first in 1972 ending the death 
penalty and the second in 1976 reinstating capital 
punishment, the timing is also designed to reach the 
many thousands of families and tourists who visit the 
U.S. Capitol and its institutions during summer 

vacations.  It's a great opportunity to provide 
education, advocacy and discourse on the death 
penalty in the United States and around the world. 

 
This year members of our Anti-Death Penalty Action 

Group donated $127 in Kehilla's name to the group 
that organizes the Fast & Vigil, the Abolitionist Action 
Committee.  If you'd like to know more about the event 
or how you can support it, check out their website, 

www.abolition.org/fastandvigil.  

 
 

Economic Justice Committee: A Political Engagement Workshop  
by Karen Rachels 

On April 2, Kehilla’s Economic Justice Committee 
(EJC) presented a “Political Engagement Workshop.” 
The aim was to provide a venue where, in the 
aftermath of the November election and in a sense of 
shared community, neighbors and members of the 
Kehilla congregation could gather to discuss and 
commit to future actions regarding pressing social and 
political issues.  Over 100 neighbors and members of 
Kehilla participated in productive discussions that were 
facilitated by activist experts in eight topic areas.  
Attendees expressed appreciation for the well-timed 
event, and for the sense of community, direction and 
insights that they took from the discussions. 

Eighty-eight individuals participated in the 
workshop. Hazzan Shulamit and Beth Dickinson opened 
the day with music and Rabbi Dev organized a breakout 
on centering activism in spiritual practices.  In addition, 
twelve resource people from outside the synagogue, 
and eight breakout group facilitators from the EJC and 
other Kehilla sectors, made the event happen. 

Most well-attended breakout groups were those on 

vulnerable populations, voting rights and voters’ 
power, civil liberties, healthcare and spiritual practices.  
Other breakouts covered criminal justice, social 
services, and climate. 

Following the workshop planning committee’s 
internal debrief, the group decided to survey 
participants as well as those who expressed interest 
but could not attend to respond to three questions: 

 If you attended the workshop, did the 
event motivate you to take actions?  If so, 
what have you done or are you doing now? 

 If you did not attend the workshop, have 
you been engaged politically in the last two 
months?  If so, what have you done or are 
you doing now? 

 Is there anything you might want to see the 
Economic Justice Committee of Kehilla do 
in the future to support you? 

Stay tuned for what we learned. 

 

 

 

 

file:///C:/Users/Sasha%20G/Desktop/Kol%20Kehilla/June%202017/www.abolition.org/fastandvigil
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Re-Visioning the American Synagogue 
[continued from page 7]

panentheism (the belief that everything exists within 
divinity), universalism and feminism.  

I made a conscious decision not to emphasize the 
Holocaust. Here, too, I felt that I was following in the 
footsteps of the Ba’al Shem Tov. In 1648 there were 
massacres of Jews in Poland, and tens of thousands of 
Jews perished. This was only half a century before the 
Ba’al Shem’s birth, but remarkably there are no 
references at all to these pogroms in the corpus of 
Beshtian teachings and tales. The Ba’al Shem eschewed 
sadness and sorrow and instead emphasized joy and 

love, which would offer healing to the Jews of Poland. 
He taught the possibility and necessity of transforming 
suffering into goodness. Likewise, even though my 
teacher and friend, Reb Zalman Schachter-Shalomi, had 
survived the Holocaust, he hardly referred to it in his 
teachings. I felt that the best way to honor the victims 
of the Shoah was to create a vibrant living Judaism in 
the present. 

I am hoping that the complete text of Re-Visioning 
the American Synagogue will soon be mounted on the 
Kehilla website.

 

Thank You for Your Generosity

Annual Fund 

Alex Madonik 
Alice Wilkins 
Andrea Lappen 
Barbara Petterson and David Lee 
Ellen Schwerin & Aman Daro 
Fay Rohrbach and Susan Schulman 
Hedy and Laura Boxer in honor of Shoshana Finacom's 
Bat Mitzvah 
Jan K. Herzog in honor of Shoshana Finacom's Bat 
Mitzvah 
Julie Patrusky 
Lisa Korwin 
Loel Solomon and Anna Martin 
Marjorie Cox 
Mark Schlosberg and Jennifer Wong 
Paul and SerachBracha Albert in honor of Shoshana 
Finacom's Bat Mitzvah 
Richard Speiglman and Ellen Bernstein  
Shoshana and David Finacom 
Shulamit Fairman in memory of William Laskin Fairman 
Tova and Robert Vance  

General Fund 

Barbara Petterson in gratitude for the Sefirah of 
Netzach 
Barbara Petterson in honor of Kehilla's support for me 
in counting the Omer 
Catherine Lyons in honor of Shoshana Finacom's Bat 
Mitzvah 
Chaya Gusfield in honor of Shoshana Finacom's Bat 
Mitzvah 
Diana Feiger in honor of Counting the Omer goodness 
Diana Herzstein Perratta in memory of Adele Laitin 
Waldman 

Helayne Waldman in memory of mother Adele Laitin 
Waldman 
Julie Nesnansky in honor of Counting the Omer 
James and Joy Friedkin in honor of Shoshana Finacom's 
Bat Mitzvah 
Jan K. Herzog in appreciation of Bracha Stone & Chaya 
Gusfield 
Loel Solomon and Anna Martin 
Mabelle Douglass in honor of Shoshana Finacom's Bat 
Mitzvah 
Ruth Tavlin in honor of Shoshana Finacom's Bat 
Mitzvah 

In Honor of Rabbi David 

Tova and Robert Vance 
Jerry Fiddler and Melissa Alden 

In Honor of Rabbi Burt and Rabbi David 

Janet Kranzberg 

Rabbis' Discretionary Fund 

Lillian and Elaine in memory of Adele Laitin Waldman 
Linda Durbin for the Omer Book 
Younghee and Chang Kang in memory of Adele Laitin 
Waldman 
Alice Wilkins 
Doree Friedman 

Terumah 

Shoshana and David Finacom 
Barbara Petteson and David Lee in honor of Shoshana 
Finacom's Bat Mitzvah 
Catherine Lyons 
Marilyn Golden 
Rachele Kanigel in honor of Shoshana Finacom's Bat 
Mitzvah
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June 2017 
Please remember that all events are scent-free.

Fri., June 2, 7:30pm. Kabbalat Shabbat with Hazzan 
Shulamit, Debbie Fier, and Julie Nesnansky.  Join us for 
a musically rich, soulful evening of spirited and 
contemplative prayer.  This Kiddish is sponsored by 
Ruth Minka, Susan Schulman, Lisa Korwin, Cathy Steirn, 
Emily Rosenberg, Chris Knavey and Darlene 
DeManincor in honor of all those who are working to 
support immigrants including home hosts, volunteers, 
the immigration committee and others who have given 
support materially and spiritually. 

Sat., June 3, 10:00am. Shabbat Service and Rachel 
Hokkanen becoming Bat Mitzvah with Rabbi Dev, 
Hazzan Shulamit, Malka Stover-Kemp, Debbie Fier, and 
Jenna Stover-Kemp. Join us for a deep and inspiring 
Shabbat morning. Kiddush provided by Rachel’s 
parents, Nicole Silverman and Gary Hokkanen. (See p. 8 
for details). 

Sat., June 3. There will not be a Morning Tot Shabbat. 
The next Morning Tot Shabbat service is on August 5, 
but we’ll have Evening Tot Shabbat on the 4th Fridays 
of June and July as well.  

Wed., June 7, 7:50am. Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room (Enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview) Doors open at 7:50 a.m., 
short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30, 
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. 

Fri., June 9. There will not be a Peace Walk with Kehilla 
in East Oakland this month.   

Fri., June 9, 6:30pm. POP-UP Shabbat! At “Bites off 
Broadway,” 45th Street between Broadway and 
Shafter. Join Rabbi Dev and friends to enjoy the 
Temescal’s delicious and festive Friday night food truck 
event.   We’ll come together for Shabbat blessings, 
challah and grape juice at 6:30.  You can get food from 
the food trucks (they open at 5:30), or bring a picnic 
with you. At “Bites off Broadway” on the lawn & street 
outside the Studio One Art Center, 365 45th Street, 
Oakland. Look for our table near the back of the lawn, 
closer to the art center than the street. (See p. 6 for 
details). 

Sat., June 10, 10:00am. Shabbat Service and Rachel 
Heinemann becoming Bat Mitzvah with Rabbi Dev, 
Beth Dickinson, Rabbi Carol Caine, and Debbie Fier. Join 
us for a deep and inspiring Shabbat morning. Kiddush 
provided by Rachel’s parents, Karen Kaufman and 
Robin Heinemann. (See p. 8 for details). 

Sat., June 10, 7:00pm. Report Back from 
Israel/Palestine. Join the Kehilla Middle East Peace 
Committee as we’re delighted to welcome back our 
own Rabbi David Cooper and Kehilla member Jim 
Haber and learn what it is like in Israel/Palestine. They 
will share their experience as part of a Center for 
Jewish Nonviolence delegation, as they traveled with 
the delegation sponsored by our partner organization 
(www.centerforjewishnonviolence.org). Kiddush  
refreshments will be provided thanks to Kehilla 
members Amy Shutkin and Bob Olken. In Kehilla’s 
Social Hall. (See p. 9 for details). 

Sun., June 11, 11am-12pm. Protest at the Richmond 
Immigration Detention Center. Please join us for the 
“Let Our People Go” program—it’s only for ONE 
HOUR—on the second Sunday of every month from 
11am–12pm. Bring noisemakers so we can let the 
detainees know we have not forgotten them. Inspired 
by the Interfaith Movement for Human Integrity’s 
monthly vigils, we want to help amplify their work. 
Location: Richmond Detention Facility - 5555 Giant 
Highway. For more information: 
letourpeoplego@kehillasynagogue.org.  

Mon., June 12, 7pm. Book Discussion Group. We will 
discuss That’s Funny You Don’t Look Buddhist by Sylvia 
Boorstein. All Kehilla members welcome. Fireside 
Room. (See p. 6 for details). 

Tues., June 13, 6:45pm. (Dinner at 6:15pm) Board of 
Trustees Meeting. All members are welcome. Fireside 
Room. 

Tues., June 13, 7:30pm. Middle East Peace Committee 
Meeting. Back Classroom, Main Floor. 
 
Wed., June 14, 7:50am. Morning Meditation Sit in the 
Fireside Room (Enter through the Patio entrance on 
Fairview) Doors open at 7:50 a.m., short teaching at 
7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30, mourner’s kaddish 
and announcements at 8:30. 

Fri., June 16, 1:30pm. Art Committee Meeting. Back 
Classroom, Main Floor. 
 
Fri., June 16. There will not be a Kabbalat Shabbat 
service. Please join us again on Fri., Aug 4.  

 

 

http://www.centerforjewishnonviolence.org/
mailto:letourpeoplego@kehillasynagogue.org
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Sat., June 17, 10:00am. Shabbat Service and Cody and 
Sabine Sulka becoming B’nei Mitzvah with Rabbi 
David, Hazzan Shulamit, Beth Dickinson, and Debbie 
Fier. Join us for a deep and inspiring Shabbat morning. 
Kiddush provided by Cody and Sabine’s parents, Jill and 
Kris Sulka. (See p. 8 for details). 

Mon., June 19, 7pm. Immigration Committee Meeting. 
Back Classroom, Main Floor. 
 
Wed., June 21, 7:50am. Morning Meditation Sit in the 
Fireside Room (Enter through the Patio entrance on 
Fairview)  Doors open at 7:50 a.m., short teaching at 
7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30, mourner’s kaddish 
and announcements at 8:30. 

Wed. June 21, 6:30pm. Economic Justice Committee 
Meeting. Fireside Room. 

Fri., June 23, 6:30pm. Tot Shabbat, for children up to 5 
years old (or older if they enjoy it) and their grown-ups. 
Led by Jen Miriam Kantor, Alon Altman and Jen’s 

puppet friends. Please bring a vegetarian potluck dish. 
In the Social Hall. 

Sat., June 24, 10:00am. Shabbat Service, Double Baby 
Welcoming Ceremony, and Rosh Hodesh with Rabbi 
Dev and Hazzan Shulamit. Join us on Pride weekend for 
a celebratory shabbat morning, and help us welcome 
two of the youngest members of our community. 
Kiddush sponsored by the parents of the babes, Jen 
and Kyle Banta-Yoshida, Jaime Levy and Simone 
Mason. 

Wed., June 28, 7:50am. Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room (Enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview) Doors open at 7:50 a.m., 
short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30, 
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. 

Fri., June 30. There will not be a 5th-Friday service. 

 
 
 

 

Kehilla Community Synagogue 
1300 Grand Avenue, Piedmont, CA 94610 

Please use the following number for all staff:  (510) 547-2424 

Co-Rabbi, David J. Cooper 
Rabbidavid@kehillasynagogue.org 

x103 Youth Programs Coordinator,  
Natalie Boskin  
Natalie@kehillasynagogue.org 

x107 

Co-Rabbi, Dev Noily  
RabbiDev@kehillasynagogue.org 

x104 Bookkeeper, Molly Melamed 
Molly@kehillasynagogue.org 

x102 

Executive Director, Michael Saxe-Taller 
Michael@kehillasynagogue.org 

x101 Events Line: x216 

Music Director, Hazzan Shulamit Wise 
Fairman 
Shulamit@kehillasynagogue.org 

 Fax: 510-547-2442  

Founding Rabbi, Burt Jacobson  510- 283-5704 
RabBurt@earthlink.net 

 Chevra Kadisha: 
Jane Hoberman: 510-843-6047 

 

Office Administrator, Dee Ward 
Dee@kehillasynagogue.org 

x100 Committee Against Abuse: 
Steven Falk: 510-339-0517 

 

Operations Manager, Beth Bittle 
Beth@kehillasynagogue.org 

x106 Spiritual Life Practices Committee Chair:  
Shoshana Finacom 
Spirituallife@kehillasynagogue.org 

 

Bar/Bat Mitvzah Program Director, Sandra 
Razieli 
Sandra@kehillasynagogue.org 

 Kol Kehilla Layout & Editor:   
Sasha Gottfried   
Proofreaders: Shoshana Finacom, Laura 
Finkler  
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