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              High Holy Days 5777/2016 
                     Seeking Shelter in the Days of Awe:  
            Immigrants and Refugees, Longing and Home 
                                                    by Rabbi Dev Noily 

     In March of this year a 
group of Kehilla members 
working on immigration 
issues called a meeting to 
connect people in our 
community who are involved 

in all kinds of work and service with immigrants and 
refugees, and the laws and policies affecting them. 
    Here are some of the ways people who came to the 
meeting are engaged: 

 Working with Nueva Esperanza to form 
accompaniment teams who provide direct 
support to newly arrived Central American 
immigrants; 

 Supporting LGBT refugees through the Jewish 
Family and Community Services of the East 
Bay LGBT refugee resettlement program ; 

 Working with Jewish Voice for Peace doing 
neighborhood canvassing focused on 
welcoming refugees and ending Muslim 
profiling; 

 Participating in monthly vigils at the ICE West 
County Detention Facility to support 
immigrant detainees and their families; 

 Exploring Kehilla's potential to be a sanctuary 
synagogue for those who face deportation; 

 Providing legal or counseling services to 
immigrants; 

 Providing direct or financial support for Syrian 
and other refugees in Europe, through the 
Hebrew Immigrant Aid Society (HIAS) and 
other agencies; 

 Working with the East Bay Interfaith 
Immigration Coalition; 

 Providing support to Syrian refugees coming 
to the U.S. 

    I left that meeting inspired and moved by the 
incredible energy among people in the Kehilla 
community.  There are so many ways that so many 
people are supporting immigrants and refugees, 

fighting against deportations and human rights 
abuses, and advocating for policy changes that reflect 
our commitment to welcome people who are fleeing 
war, persecution and social and economic turmoil.   
    One thing that came up at the meeting was the 
need to let more people know about the work that’s 
happening, and to help more people join in.  How 
could we get word out about where contributions are 
needed and how people contribute—whether 
someone has an occasional few hours or dollars to 
give, or has housing to share, or can offer an ongoing 
gift of time? 
    When the Spiritual Leadership team (Rabbi David, 
Hazzan Shulamit, Avi Rose, Rabbi Burt, Howard 
Hamburger, Sandra Razieli, Sharon Grodin and myself) 
met to consider our theme for this year’s High Holy 
Days, “immigrants and refugees” emerged as a 
compelling choice.  We saw at least a trio of 
interconnected reasons to dig into this ground:  (1) the 
urgent humanitarian and justice issues underlying the 
unprecedented migration underway, (2) the energy 
already flowing in Kehilla to address the crises, and (3) 
the potential for our coming together for High Holy 
Days to help more people respond to the crises.  
    One more reason to let ourselves be guided by this 
theme is its profoundly rich spiritual terrain.  
Experiences of seeking refuge, migrating, yearning for 
home and offering harbor and kindness to those 
fleeing from danger open up the big questions that all 
of us sometimes face in moments of stillness.  What is 
the sense of disorientation, separateness or apartness 
that we sometimes feel? How do we come to be at 
home in the world and in ourselves? What is our 
longing for connection and at-one-ment—where does 
it come from, and where can it lead us? What are our 
personal and communal histories of migration and 
how do they shape us? How can we move toward 
harmony and balance between our unique individual 
experience and our shared connection to all that is? 

[continued on p. 19]
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Renew Your Membership Now! 
    Kehilla members in good standing will automatically 

receive complimentary admission to High Holy Day 
services when you renew your membership for 2015-16.  

Your admission to High Holy Day services will be your 
name at the door, along with your name tag.  

    To renew your membership, please visit our website at 
www.KehillaSynagogue.org.     

 

Discounts 
On First-Time Membership 

    We are offering a discount on membership dues 
through December 1, 2016. Dues are $200 for Adults 
under 30, and $660 for Adults 30 and over, and will 
include tickets to all High Holy Day services. Conversely, 
any payment made for High Holy Day tickets can be 
applied to the cost of membership. Payment plans can be 
arranged. 

   Visit the website at www.KehillaSynagogue.org and 
click on “JOIN” for more information, or  contact Sasha at 
(510) 547-2424 x100 or Sasha@KehillaSynagogue.org.   

 

 

High Holy Day Tickets  
for the General Public 

Tickets to services  for the general public can be 
ordered on the website at 

http://kehillasynagogue.org/highholydays/  

Tickets will also be available 
 for purchase at the door. 

High Holy Days Schedule 
The Bird of Many Colors:  

A Pre-Holy Days Ingathering 
Saturday, September 24  

Social hour at 7:15, Program at 8pm 

Erev Rosh Hashanah at Scottish Rite Center  
Sunday, October 2, 6:30pm  

Rosh Hashanah at Scottish Rite Center  
Monday, October 3, 9:30am  

Rosh Hashanah Family & Youth Service 
 at Scottish Rite Center 
Monday, October 3, 10am 

Rosh Hashanah Toddler Services 
at Scottish Rite Center 

Monday, October 3, 10:15am 

Second Day Rosh Hashanah at Kehilla  
Tuesday, October 4, 9:30am 

Shabbat Shuvah at Kehilla 
Saturday, October 8, 10:30am 

Kol Nidre at Scottish Rite Center 
 Tuesday, October 11, 6:30pm  

Kol Nidre Family Service at Kehilla  
Tuesday, October 11, 6:30pm 

Kol Nidre Toddler Service at Kehilla  
Tuesday, October 11, 6:30pm 

Yom Kippur Day at Scottish Rite Center  
Wednesday, October 12, 9:30am  

Yom Kippur Youth Service for 6th-8th Graders 
at Scottish Rite Center 

Wednesday, October 12, 10am 

Yom Kippur Afternoon/Evening at Kehilla 
Wednesday, October 12 

2:00-4:30pm: Drop off potluck offerings* 
2:30-3:30pm: Workshops 

 4:30pm: Yizkor (Remembrance) 
5:15pm: Rabbi Burt Teaching, Healing Service & Dukhanen  

6:30pm: Ne’ila (Closing the Gates) 
8pm: Community Potluck Break-fast 

*Please bring a vegetarian main dish to share. Food can be 
dropped off at Kehilla between 2:00 & 4:30pm or at 7:45pm 

 

 

KKeehhiillllaa  HHiigghh  HHoollyy  DDaayyss  
22001166//55777777 

http://www.KehillaSynagogue.org.
http://www.KehillaSynagogue.org
mailto:Sasha@KehillaSynagogue.org.
http://kehillasynagogue.org/highholydays/
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Executively Speaking  
A New Year: Looking Ahead 

                                         by Michael Saxe-Taller, Executive Director 
      

       It is again that time of the Jewish 
cycle when we reflect on the past year    
and imagine the one that is coming.   
     This year, my first full Jewish year at 
Kehilla, was filled with important 

moments and solid growth for us as a congregation. We 
finished the year a stronger, more cohesive community. 
We have increased our membership, solidified our 
finances, updated our technology, prepared for an 
upcoming rabbinic transition and developed even more 
committed congregant leaders (for specifics, see my June 
Kol Kehilla article at http://kehillasynagogue.org/oh-
what-a-year/. I think we can be proud of all that we did 
to strengthen our community and to make constructive 
change in the communities around us. 
     I am jazzed for the year that is coming up. We enter 
the year planted on firm ground,  prepared to face the 
next important set of challenges for us as a community. I 
think these include: 
     Caring for our building – Our physical home is in need 
of some significant repair. In addition, we want our 
building to be more accessible and more welcoming to 
our own community and to those who join us.  
     Completing our Rabbinic transition – Rabbis David and 
Dev will be serving as Co-Rabbis for this year until the  

 
next stage of the transition occurs in July 2017. We will 
have many chances to appreciate Rabbi David for his 
years of work and to prepare for Rabbi Dev’s step into 
the senior rabbinic role. We will also be searching for a 
dynamic new Director of Kehilla School to join our Kehilla 
leadership team.  
     Addressing the issues of a growing community – 
Kehilla grew by 25 member households in the past year 
and we have reason to think that we will continue to 
grow this year as well. We will need to put attention to 
welcoming our new members, as well as to how we 
maintain our intimacy and individual care while we grow. 
     Thinking about our next 5-10 years – As our present 
day situation has become stable, we now have the 
opportunity to image our future as a congregation and to 
strategize and prioritize the steps that will get us there.    
The Kehilla Board and many of our other committees will 
have opportunities to do this kind of thinking. 
     I am excited for the opportunity to engage with you 
this year on these issues and on the many other aspects 
of Kehilla life.  
     May we all have a sweet year of working, building, 
growing and celebrating together as a community. 
L’Shana Tova

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

It's Membership Renewal Time! 

    It is time again for you to renew your annual Kehilla dues pledge. 

     We are excited to have a new membership renewal and registration process, a result of another one of our 
year’s major accomplishments - a new, upgraded database. We now have one form that is used for membership 
renewals, new memberships and religious school registrations. The form will combine all fees and allow you to 
set up a payment plan. We will also be able to automatically update your contact information into the database.  

     We strongly encourage everyone to renew their membership electronically. If you need a paper registration 
form, please contact Sasha Gottfried at 510-547-2424 x100 or Sasha@kehillasynagogue.org  

     You have recently received a letter and a couple of emails outlining the renewal/registration process. You can 
access the renewal/registration form by going to the to the Kehilla website or to the link in the renewal emails.  

     We deeply appreciate your membership in this community and look forward to another year together! 

  

http://kehillasynagogue.org/oh-
mailto:Sasha@kehillasynagogue.org
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Chai Elul Shabbat & 
New Member Welcome 

Saturday, September 10, 10am 

      Join our “Bima Team” for a spirited, musical service as 
we immerse in the month of Elul and prepare for the High 
Holy Days. Our newest members will receive a special 
honor during the Torah service, and we’ll kick off the 
morning with Ketzev Kehilla, our prayerful percussion 
orchestra. Come one, come all! Children most welcome! 
Vegetarian potluck luncheon to follow. Please bring a 
vegetarian dish to share.  Kiddush also sponsored by Ruth 
Goldstone & James Eder in honor of Ruth's mother Merle 
S. Goldstone's yartzheit. 

 

Solar Lights for Gaza Fundraiser & 
 Pre-Shabbat Potluck 

Friday, September 16, 5:30pm 
     This is a special pre-Shabbat Service gathering and 
potluck meal organized by Kehilla’s Greening Committee 
and Middle East Peace Committee. The purpose is to raise 
tzedakah for Rebuilding Alliance’s project to provide solar 
lights for the residents of Gaza where electricity is often 
available for only four or five hours in a day. This is 
especially needed by children who would otherwise study 
at night by hazardous candle or kerosene light. Guest 
speaker: Donna Baranski-Walker, founder of Rebuilding 
Alliance. We will have a Potluck Dinner in the Social Hall 
starting at 6:00.  Please bring a vegetarian or fish dish to 
share.  Followed by Kabbalat Shabbat Service at 7:30. (See 
article, p. 8.) 

 

Elul Shabbat Service with  
the Chevra Kadisha 

Saturday, September 17, 10:30am 

     Led by Rabbi David, Hazzan Shulamit, and Julie 
Nesnansky. Celebrating the completion of our “Sh’mira 
Readings Project.” Sh’mira is the ritual of staying with the 
body of the deceased in the period preceding the funeral 
during which the shomer (“guardian”) traditionally reads 
from the book of psalms. For our members, when they do 
Sh’mira, Kehilla’s Chevra Kadisha has assembled readings 
from innovative and interpretive translations of the psalms, 
some of which we will read at this service. We will have a 
short Torah reading that morning with one aliyah. 
Deuteronomy 22:6-12. If you want to chant this, email 
Rabbi David.  In the Fireside Room. Kiddush sponsored by 
the Chevra Kadisha. 

A Community Forum on the  
Movement for Black Lives Platform 

Study & Conversation 
Sunday September 18, 3:30 – 7:00pm 

     Join us as we come together to study the 
platform as a community and to listen deeply to 
what the Movement’s leaders are saying. Rabbi 
David, Rabbi Dev, Hazzan Shulamit, and Rabbi Burt 
have endorsed the Movement for Black Lives 
Platform as individuals.  We invite you to read the 
entire platform, either ahead of time or at the 
Forum.   
    Our intention is to create a community forum 
that centers the Platform’s demands for racial and 
economic justice, while making space for the 
complex emotional responses that may arise for us 
in relationship to Jewish identity, racial identity and 
all the aspects of ourselves that make each of us 
who we are. 
    ( See article on p. 9 for details.)  

Kehilla High Holy Days Art Reception 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Saturday, September 17, 3:30-6:30pm 

     Kehilla is honored to present a group show 
reflecting this year’s High Holy Days theme of 
Immigrants. Refugees. Longing. Home. For the first 
time, Kehilla will be using art to deepen our 
individual and collective connection to the High Holy 
Days. 
     Over 20 Kehilla members have contributed more 
than 30 pieces, including sketches, paintings, mixed 
media, ceramics, photos, and narrative. The work is 
both beautiful and powerful. We invite you to join us 
at the artists’ reception.  Thanks to the talent and 
generosity of our congregation, art will be displayed 
not only in the Fireside Room but throughout the 
synagogue. Light refreshments will be served. We 
look forward to seeing you there! 
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A Gym for Writers 
     Have you always wanted to explore writing and 
other writers, but need a supportive environment 
to get the ink going? Here's an open invitation for 
all those who'd like to discuss forming a Jewish-
based writing group. 
     The possibilities might include — a place where 
we can generate new writing based on prompts 
and other self-starters, exchange information 
about our favorite Jewish writers and poets, read 
together, or something else.  
      If interested, please contact Lenore Weiss at 
webcontentlw@gmail.com  with "Gym for 
Writers"  in the subject line.   

Yoga for Renewal: 
Rooted in Jewish Mystical Teachings 

with Julie Emden of Jewish LearningWorks 

 

Sunday, September 18, 2:00-4:00pm 

     Integrate, mind, body, heart and spirit. Enhance 
your practices for living in balance and wellness with 
this gentle, grounded Iyengar-based yoga and 
movement practice infused with themes of 
realignment and renewal for the Jewish New Year. 

     Location:  4th Street Yoga, 1809 4th St., Berkeley 
     Cost:  $25.   Register: yogasept20.eventbrite.com 

     Co-sponsored by 4th Street Yoga, Chochmat HaLev, 
Congregation Netivot Shalom, Kehilla Community 

Synagogue, Temple Sinai Oakland. 

     Contact: jemden@jewishlearningworks.org 
About Julie Emden:  Julie directs the Embodied Jewish 
Learning Initiative at Jewish LearningWorks. A graduate of 
five fellowship and certification programs related to her 
work as a Jewish Educator and as a Yoga, Movement and 
Dance Instructor, Julie holds a BA from the University of 
Michigan. She holds teaching certifications in Iyengar-
based yoga from the Yoga Room in Berkeley, in Yoga and 
Jewish Spirituality from Elat Chayyim Center for Jewish 
Spirituality, and in Movement-based Expressive Arts from 
Tamalpa Institute.  

 “We Are the Bridge” Exhibit Reception 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Sunday, September 18, 1- 3 pm 
     This exhibit showcases works by artists of multiple 
faith traditions, and is sponsored by the Faith Trio 
(Kehilla, Islamic Cultural Center, and Montclair 
Presbyterian).  It includes a large selection from the 
May 2015 interfaith exhibition held at the Islamic 
Cultural Center of Northern California. Kehilla artists 
Tamar Raine, Susan Freundlich and Lea Delson are 
represented in this exhibit, along with many other 
wonderful artists.  Free Reception with Music. 

 At Osher Marin JCC  
 200 North San Pedro Rd. San Rafael 

 
Mission Dolores Window by Lea Delson 

 

The Bird of Many Colors: 
A Pre-Holy Days Ingathering 

Saturday, September 24 
Shmooze: 7:15pm  Program: 8pm 

     Gather with us one week before Rosh Hashanah, as 
we turn together toward the Days of Awe. This year, 
rather than observing Selichot with a service, all are 
welcome to an evening of community, music, stories, 
meditation and reflection.  

      Join us in the social hall for a little nosh and 
socializing, followed by a program led by the Kehilla 
spiritual leadership and musical prayer leaders, as we 
focus our awareness and maybe set some intention for 
our experience of the holy days.   If you are new to 
Kehilla, or to Kehilla’s observance of the High Holydays, 
this evening is a lovely way to begin the experience.  If 
you’re accustomed to the Selichot services of the last 
few years, you’ll find a similar opportunity in this 
program for settling into intention and reflection. 

 

mailto:webcontentlw@gmail.com
mailto:jemden@jewishlearningworks.org
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"Mrs. Reiff And The Counterfeit Shop" 
by Stephanie Anne Johnson 

A Staged Play Reading 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Sunday, September 25, 5pm 

     We are delighted to present a staged reading of 
Stephanie Anne Johnson’s newest play. This 
autobiographical portrait begins when teenaged 
Stephanie looks into the window of an art store in 
Englewood, New Jersey. 
      Welcomed by Mrs. Reiff, the owner of the 
Counterfeit Shop, they develop a decades long 
friendship which transcends age, culture, race, and 
religion. There are flashbacks to highlight this 
historical moment on the East Coast when Black 
people and Jewish people shared common cause in 
the quest for social justice. A surprising cultural 
intersection is revealed at the end of the play. 
      Susan Felix, Bruce Bierman, and Stephanie Anne 
Johnson will be the readers. Bruce Bierman will lead 
participants in Jewish dance before an open 
discussion of this play in development.   
     People of all ages are welcome to attend this 
event.  Admission is free. Donations for the actors 
and technician will be gratefully accepted. 

In the Sanctuary 

 

Sukkot Shabbat: 
Friday Evening Potluck in the Sukkah 

 
Friday, October 21, 6:30pm 

    Bring the whole family and join us for a Sukkot 
dinner in the Sukkah (and/or Social Hall). This is not a 
ritual-heavy event – our major purpose is to 
celebrate and be happy which is the very purpose 
the Torah describes for the holiday. We’ll do a few 
blessings, then a potluck dinner, conversation, 
perhaps a chance for kids to make sukkah 
decorations, and then, as you choose to, do the ritual 
of blessing the lulav palm frond and shaking in 
blessing to all the world’s directions with Rabbi 
David.   Remember: Bring a veggie potluck dish to 
share and be joyous! (Fish okay, but no shellfish, 
please.) 

 

Annual Harvest Dinner of the Faith Trio 
“Solidarity: A Spiritual Necessity”  

 

 
Saturday evening, November 5 

 
6:15 Come early if you would like to be present at the 
Muslim evening service 
6:45 Multi-Faith Blessings, Potluck Dinner (see below) 
and Conversation 
 
     The Faith Trio is an alliance of Kehilla Community 
Synagogue, Islamic Cultural Center of Northern 
California, and Montclair Presbyterian Church. Every 
year we hold an autumn gathering. Often we have a 
theme for discussion at the tables. The opening 
question this year: “What is your earliest memory of an 
experience where you met someone from another 
religious background?” Our discussions will focus on 
the spiritual necessity for interfaith solidarity.  
Designated potluck: Kehilla members bring veggy 
salads (fish okay). 

At the Islamic Cultural Center of Northern California 
1433 Madison Street, Oakland near 14th Street 
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Kehilla Neighborhood Brunches Return! 
Sunday, October 16, 11:00am-1:00pm

If you have ever wanted to find out more about the 
Kehilla members in your neighborhood and to make 
connections in your local village - come to a Kehilla 
Neighborhood Brunch!   This year our brunch is on the 
day of the first evening of Sukkot. 

WHERE: We expect to have hosts for Berkeley, 
Richmond, South Oakland and the 
Rockridge/Temescal/Grand Lake/Piedmont area of 
Oakland. WHAT: The hosts will provide juice, coffee 
and tea.   

Guests are asked to bring vegetarian brunch items to 
share. 

Save the Date and look for further announcements in 
the weekly emails or call the office!  We hope to see 
you there!  If you are willing to volunteer your home, 
please email chesed@kehillasynagogue.org.  Your offer 
will be much appreciated. 

Shalom, 
The Chesed Committee 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Erev Simchat Torah Celebration!  
Monday, October 24 

 

 

 

 

at Chochmat HaLev   
2215 Prince St., Berkeley at Fulton. 

Join with all the Bay Area Renewal communities for 
a night of sacred and ecstastic dancing to live 
music and special Torah chanting to celebrate the 
conclusion of our High Holy Day journey.    

6:00pm  Special Kids Celebration with Jen Miriam 
and Alon Altman, dance and sing around the Torah 
with  puppets, music and friends 

6:30pm Vegetarian potluck dinner 

7:00 pm Maariv, Dancing and Torah service with 
the Shirat HaLev Musicians 

9:30 pm- Kiddush and refreshments 

Donation:  Members of participating organizations: 
$15-10   General Public $20-15   Children: $5 

Save the Date! 

The Buddha & The Ba’al Shem Tov 
With Zoketsu Norman Fischer, Rabbi Burt Jacobson &  

Rabbi Dev Noily  
Come celebrate Rabbi Burt's 80th Birthday! 

Saturday Evening, November 19, 7:30pm 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

   Our own visionary teacher Rabbi Burt and noted poet, 
meditation teacher and Zen Buddhist priest, Norman 
Fischer will be in dialogue, moderated by Rabbi Dev. They 
will explore parallels in the teaching and lives of the 
Buddha and the Ba’al Shem Tov, two enlightened teachers 
who saw the Divine everywhere, and taught the spiritual 
values of mystery, compassion, love and joy. 

   Come and celebrate Rabbi Burt’s 80th birthday and 50th 
year in the rabbinate! The dialogue will be followed by 
delectable desserts and drinks in the Social Hall. 

   PLEASE NOTE – We will be celebrating Rabbi Burt’s 80th 
throughout Shabbat on November 18 & 19.  We will have 
Kabbalat Shabbat services and oneg on Friday night, and 
special Shabbat morning services and lunch on Saturday. 

Sanctuary 
 

 

 

 

mailto:chesed@kehillasynagogue.org.
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Book Discussion Group 
All Kehilla members are welcome to join us for our customary meetings on the second Monday of the month at 7pm in 
the Fireside Room. These books are from the San Francisco Jewiish Community Library and there might be copies to 
borrow. 

Monday, September 12, 7pm 
The Fixer by Bernard Malamud 

     The Fixer (1966) is Bernard Malamud's best-known 
and most acclaimed novel -- one that makes manifest his 
roots in Russian fiction, especially that of Isaac Babel.  
Set in Kiev in 1911 during a period of heightened anti-
Semitism, the novel tells the story of Yakov Bok, a Jewish 
handyman blamed for the brutal murder of a young 
Russian boy. Bok leaves his village to try his luck in Kiev, 
and after denying his Jewish identity, finds himself 
working for a member of the anti-Semitic Black 
Hundreds Society. When the boy is found nearly drained 
of blood in a cave, the Black Hundreds accuse the Jews of 
ritual murder. Arrested and imprisoned, Bok refuses to 
confess to a crime that he did not commit. 
 

 

Monday, October 10, 7pm 
Mystics of Mile End by Sigal Samuel 

     Sigal Samuel’s debut novel, in the vein of Nicole 
Krauss’s bestselling The History of Love, is an imaginative 
story that delves into the heart of Jewish mysticism, 
faith, and family. In the half-Hasidic, half-hipster 
Montreal neighborhood of Mile End, eleven-year-old Lev 
Meyer is discovering that there may be a place for 
Judaism in his life. As he learns about science in his day 
school, Lev begins his own extracurricular study of the 
Bible’s Tree of Knowledge with neighbor Mr. Katz, who is 
building his own Tree out of trash. Meanwhile his sister 
Samara is secretly studying for her Bat Mitzvah with 
next-door neighbor and Holocaust survivor, Mr. 
Glassman. All the while his father, David, a professor of 
Jewish mysticism, is a non-believer. 

 
Solar Lights for Gaza Fundraiser & 

 Pre-Shabbat Potluck 
Please join Kehilla’s Greening and Middle East Peace Committees for a potluck dinner on  

September 16 at 5:30pm and fundraiser to support the children of Gaza. 

         Gaza is still recovering from fifty-one days of 
bombing in 2014. Electricity, water, and sewage systems 
are all still very fragile, and more than 17,000 people are 
still in temporary housing. Families there are affected 
daily by rolling black-outs. Far too often electricity is 
only available for 4 hours per day. Children must do 
their homework by dangerous kerosene lamps or 
candlelight. For the last year, the Rebuilding Alliance, a 
local non-profit organization, has been fundraising and 
shpping solar powered lights to Non-Governmental 
Organizations in Gaza. Our goal is to help raise funds to 
help them send the next pallet of 1,920 solar-powered 
lights to Gaza's children. 
     Our speaker for the evening will be Donna Baranski-
Walker, founder and Executive Director of Rebuilding 
Alliance, who was in Gaza in April to distribute the first 
pallet of solar lights. Rebuilding Alliance is working with 
Palestinian Non-Governmental Organizations in Gaza to 
distribute the solar lights to children and families in 
need. Donna will explain how Rebuilding Alliance is able 
to send the solar-powered lights through the blockade 
following pre-clearance by both Palestinian and Israeli 
Customs. She also will tell us about their NGO partners 
and some of the families she visited in Gaza. This will be 

a rare opportunity to hear directly from someone who 
has spent time in Gaza supporting children and families.  
     Rebuilding Alliance has already delivered three pallets 
of solar lights so children in Gaza can safely study and 
spend time with their families. There are 700,000 
children in Gaza.  Please join us on Sept. 16th to help 
Rebuilding Alliance send more Luci Lights to Gaza's 
children. 
     We will have a Potluck Dinner in the Social Hall 
starting at 5:30. Please bring a vegetarian or fish dish to 
share.  
     And please join us after dinner and the presentation 
for a spirited, musical Kabbalat Shabbat service to sing, 
meditate, dance, and rest in the joy and peace of 
Shabbat. Led by Hazzan Shulamit and Julie Nesnansky. 
     We hope you can join us on September 16 to hear first 
hand from our guest about her experience personally 
delivering solar lights to Gaza. But if you can’t make it, 
please make a donation to this great project!  
     You can donate at this link: 
https://commitchange.com/ca/burlingame-
94010/rebuilding-alliance/events/kehilla-for-gazas-
children 

https://commitchange.com/ca/burlingame-
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You’re Invited: 
A Community Forum on the Movement for Black Lives Platform: 

Study & Conversation 

Sunday September 18, 3:30 – 7:00pm 
by Rabbi Dev Noily 

     In early August the Movement for Black Lives 
Platform was published.  Organizers described their 
project this way: 

In response to the sustained and increasingly visible 
violence against Black communities in the U.S. and 
globally, a collective of more than 50 organizations 
representing thousands of Black people from across 
the country have come together with renewed 
energy and purpose to articulate a common vision 
and agenda. 
Our resistance and rebellion are not new, but like 
other times in history have come to a critical mass, 
and the bravery of those in Ferguson and across 
the country captured the attention of the world. A 
year ago, over 2,000 of us gathered in Cleveland to 
reflect on the state of our movement for liberation 
and celebrate our people, both those who have 
fallen and those who have survived. It was there 
that we began the process of uniting to articulate a 
shared vision of the world we want to live in. 

     The Platform articulates that sweeping and radical 
vision for racial and economic justice. It addresses 
reparations, education, healthcare, housing, policing, 
militarization (domestic and foreign), incarceration, 
criminalization, community control, and other aspects 
of U.S. society and policy that impact Black lives. 
     We’re excited to come together to study the 
platform as a community and to listen deeply to what 
the Movement’s leaders are saying. Rabbi David, 
Hazzan Shulamit, Rabbi Burt and I have endorsed the 
Movement for Black Lives Platform as individuals.  As I 
read the Platform I felt the tectonic plates of racial 
injustice in our country begin to shift.  In the profound 
language of the background pieces I could hear more 
of the stories of Black lives, deepening my awareness 
of the differences between my experience as White 
person and the experiences of so many Black people I 

live alongside.   I heard the Platform as a call to listen 
to Black voices, as a call to compassion, and as a call to 
join more fully in the M4BL struggle to root out the 
injustice that continues to rot the core of our country.  
This feels like an extraordinary historic moment to me, 
and I feel humbled and grateful for the Movement for 
Black Lives as path to justice for all of us. 
     We’d like Kehilla to consider endorsing the Platform 
as an organization as well. This Forum will be our first 
communal conversation about the Platform, and will 
help us to discern the next steps in this process.   
     The primary focus of our learning and 
conversations will be the current and historic 
experiences of Black people in the U.S., and the ways 
that White supremacy has operated, and continues to 
operate in our society and in our souls. 
     We invite you to read the entire platform, either 
ahead of time or at the September 18 Community 
Forum.  The first part of the afternoon will be devoted 
to studying the Platform.  You will find links to a 
summary of the Platform, and to the deeper analysis 
of each of its six parts on our website at this link: 
http://kehillasynagogue.org/event/a-community-
forum-on-the-movement-for-black-lives-platform-
study-conversation/  
     After doing text study with the Platform we’ll have 
a break and a nosh/snack.  The second half of the 
afternoon will be a compassionate listening-style 
session, where people gather in facilitated small 
groups to share their responses, reactions to and 
questions about the platform.  We will have at least 
one small group for People of Color.  We’ll end with 
everyone coming together to share highlights from the 
small group conversations.  You may come for the 
whole time, or just the first half, or just the second 
half.   [continued on p. 13.]

 

http://kehillasynagogue.org/event/a-community-
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New Adult Education Classes Fall 2016 

To Register for Classes: You can register and pay online at www.KehillaSynagogue.org (click on the 
"LEARN" link and then click on Adult Education), or send check payable to Kehilla to Kehilla, 

 1300 Grand Ave., Piedmont, CA 94610.  

 
 
“700 Benches: Experiencing Biblical Hebrew” 
Class 
Begins September 8, 6:30pm 
Taught by Jenna Kemp 
Have you ever wanted to read and understand Torah 
Hebrew? As a first phase in the launch of Kehilla’s new 
“700 Benches” beit-midrash program,  Kehilla is 
offering  a class designed to be an immersive 
experience in the language and structure of biblical 
Hebrew. What do we mean by “immersive?" Think of 
once a week jumping into the deep end of the pool—
with water wings as needed, swim buddies, and a 
lifeguard. 
This class is a multi-level beit-midrash in which 
students will learn the grammar that will allow them 
to begin reading biblical Hebrew without an English 
translation. Working primarily in chevrutah (pairs, 
small groups), we will learn grammar together, while 
simultaneously reading biblical narrative in Hebrew. 
People at all levels of Hebrew abilities are encouraged 
to join. Students will be expected to do some 
homework and memorization, but the emphasis is on 
concepts and resources that will allow you to begin to 
“swim” on your own! 
If you are interested in the class, but need some work 
on your aleph-bet, you will find resources to help get 
you up to speed on our website at this link: 
http://kehillasynagogue.org/online-hebrewbiblical-
text-resources/ 
Prerequisite: Aleph-bet and Vowels 
Dates:  Thursdays, Sept. 8- Sept. 29, Oct. 27, Nov. 3 (A 
six-session series) 
Time: 6:30-8:30pm 
Cost: $150 Kehilla members, $180 General Public.  No 
one turned away for lack of ability to pay the full 
amount. If you are unable to pay the full amount, 
please contact sjgrodin@comcast.net. 
Questions? Contact Jenna Stover-Kemp at 
jennakemp25@gmail.com or Sharon Grodin at 
sjgrodin@comcast.net. No one is turned away for lack 
of funds; please discuss this with us. 

 
 

 
 
Conversion Group  
Begins September 12, 7:30pm 
Led by Rabbi Dev Noily and Sharon Grodin 

 Kehilla’s conversion group is the communal portion of 
a process of individual inquiry that each participant 
anticipates will lead to adopting Judaism.  Kehilla’s 
spiritual leaders Rabbi Dev and Sharon Grodin are 
available to guide participants in their reading, 
selection of classes, and experiences that inform their 
education toward discernment about this decision. 
 The group is not an “introduction to Judaism” class, 
but rather a forum where participants reflect on and 
share insights about the studies and experiences each 
is undertaking within Kehilla and elsewhere.  The 
group meets once a month for 1-1/2 hours, which 
typically includes some learning together and 
responding to each others’ questions. Because this 
group is intended to support conversion in the 
context of Kehilla community, after the first two 
sessions, participants are expected to decide whether 
Kehilla is a good fit for them; if so, participants will be 
come members, and if not, participants will be 
supported in finding an alternative for their 
conversion studies. 
If you are interested in this group, please contact 
Sharon Grodin at sjgrodin@comcast.net.  
Dates:  Mondays, Sept. 12, Nov. 14, Dec. 12  
Cost: No charge (but see above about membership).  
Led by Rabbi Dev and Sharon Grodin. 
Location: Sanctuary/Buber Room 

 

http://www.KehillaSynagogue.org
http://kehillasynagogue.org/online-hebrewbiblical-
mailto:sjgrodin@comcast.net.
mailto:jennakemp25@gmail.com
mailto:sjgrodin@comcast.net.
mailto:sjgrodin@comcast.net.
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Adult Education (continued) 
 
"Drumming As Prayer" Class 
A Two-Class Series: September 18 & September 21 
Taught by Debbie Fier, Kehilla Musical Prayer Leader & 
“Heartbeat of the Service"  
     Drumming is an active form of meditation. It 
provides a wonderful way to be present, express 
yourself and learn how to drum with a group in sacred 
community space. At Kehilla, we are creating an 
intergenerational drum group, called Ketzev Kehilla, 
(the Beats of Kehilla), and we have been learning 
some of the rhythms for the Kehilla melodies and also 
drumming at our Chai Shabbat services. 
     This is a two-class series. It can be taken as a series 
or as individual classes. (However, if you want to 
drum at High Holy Days services, you must come to 
both classes.) 
       Those who wish to will have the opportunity to 
drum for our High Holy Days services at the Scottish 
Rite Center in Oakland. Participants who want to join 
us in drumming need to commit to coming to both 
classes of the series (exceptions may be made IF you 
have taken previous ‘Drumming as Prayer’ classes with 
Debbie. In those cases you must come to at least 1 
class). If you have taken this class before, and enjoy 
drumming in our Kehilla circle, please come to the 
class!  We will always learn new rhythms, practice new 
exercises and continue building on what we have 
previously done. 
     All ages and all levels welcome!  Please bring a 
drum if you have one.  If you need a drum for the 
class, please email Sasha@kehillasynagogue.org and 
we will do our best to provide one. Hand percussion 
(shakers, claves, etc.) will be provided. 
     Dates: Sunday, Sept 18 - 4-5:30 and Wednesday,  
Sept 21, 7-8:30 in the Fireside Room.  
    Cost:  2-class series: $36 members/ $46 non-
members; Individual class: $20 members/ $25 non-
members 
    Location: Fireside Room 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Chai Mitzvah Group Forming: “A Jewish Year” 
Begins Sunday, October 16, 5:30pm 

In response to many requests for a more structured, 
group-based program for exploring Judaism, Kehilla is 
offering a Chai Mitzvah group beginning in October.  
What is “Chai Mitzvah,” you ask?  It’s a curriculum and 
structure created by a Jewish-multidenominational 
(including Renewal) group of rabbis and educators, 
designed to support group study and a period of 
committed personal exploration.  No prior experience 
with Judaism or Hebrew is required.  Here’s what the 
creators have to say about it: 

“Chai Mitzvah is a unique adult engagement program 
that encourages an integrated, experiential approach 
to Jewish life through five simple components. Each 
participant:  

1. Attends monthly group learning with a set 
curriculum provided by Chai Mitzvah.  

2. Chooses an independent study topic for the year.  

3. Chooses a ritual/spiritual practice to take on for the 
year.  

4. Chooses a social action activity to commit to for the 
year.  

5. Celebrates the journey!”  

In our case, we’ve chosen “A Jewish Year” as an 
overarching theme. Participants will investigate and 
experience the Jewish calendar as it occurs, separately 
or together, as interests dictate.  Our mitzvah group 
will meet on third Sundays starting in October, with 
minimal costs set to cover our fee from Chai Mitzvah 
for the materials (the more participants, the lower the 
cost, but we are setting the initial registration fee 
$18/person for the 9-month period).  The group may 
decide to engage speakers or project leaders on 
particular topics and share the cost of that additional 
enrichment.  For more information about the 
program, see www.chaimitzvah.org.  For questions 
about our group, contact sjgrodin@comcastnet. 

Dates: Monthly for 9 months, beginning Sunday,  
Oct. 16, 5:30-7pm 

Cost: $18/person 

Location: Back classsroom, main floor 

mailto:Sasha@kehillasynagogue.org
http://www.chaimitzvah.org.
mailto:sjgrodin@comcastnet.
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Adult Education (continued) 
 

Elements of Magical Judaism 
Begins Monday, October 16, 6:00pm 
with Reclaiming* Teachers  
Jude Elf & Maggid Jonathan Furst 
Join us for a six-week exploration of Earth-based 
Judaism through the elements of Earth, Air, Fire, 
Water and Spirit. Develop personal practices and 
improvisational ritual co-creation skills, blending 
modern G!ddess-oriented magic with traditional 
Jewish and ancient Hebraic spirituality.  
Dates: Mondays, October 17 - November 21, 6pm  
Cost: $240-$90 sliding scale 
Location: Sanctuary 
For More Info: contact jfurst@pobox.com or  
415-516-4904 
*Learn more about Reclaiming here: 
http://www.reclaiming.org/  
Co-sponsored by the Jewitch Collective and Derech 
Ha'Aretz Outdoor Yeshiva 
 
I Never Knew Hebrew Could Be So Much Fun 
Class 
Begins Sunday, October 23, 10:30am 
Taught by Bracha Stone 
Once again Bracha is offering her fabulous course in 
beginning Hebrew. Absolutely no previous Hebrew 
experience is required or expected. Come and find out 
why you don’t have to know very much at all in order 
to have Hebrew take on a very special place in your 
life. Bracha loves to teach this class since adults tend 
to be very compliant students and they ask such 
serious questions. Form a community of like-minded 
adults, play games, sing songs and learn, learn, learn.  
Repeaters welcomed!! 

Dates:  Sunday, Oct. 23, 30, Nov. 6, 10:30am-11:45am 
Cost:  $54 members, $66 nonmembers 
Location: Given at the time of registration. 
Call Bracha for questions or concerns. 510-703-2220. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Personalizing Our Experience With Jewish 
Liturgy 
First meeting: Sunday, October 23, 6:30pm 
A new group convened by Bracha Stone 
Designed for those who want to explore an expanded 
and creative relationship to Jewish liturgy. While there 
is no expectation of a belief in "God," this group is 
designed for those who desire to personally connect 
to "something-bigger-than-us" and/or "the-wisdom-
deep-within-us." We will witness and be witnessed as 
we explore our attraction and creative responses to 
traditional Jewish prayer practice. We will meet 
together once a month for 5 months. We will also 
participate in a weekly email conversation concerning 
our intentions, and the challenges and blessings we 
experience as we enact our them. 
Dates:  First meeting is Sunday, Oct. 23, 6:30-8:30. 
There will be a meeting at the same time in the 
evening in November, December, January and 
February. Specific dates for each month will be 
determined by October 1st.  
Cost:  $120 members, $150 nonmembers 
Location: Given at the time of registration.  
Call Bracha for questions or concerns. 510-703-2220.  

A Class in the Poetic Word 
Begins Wednesday, October 26, 7pm 
Taught by Lenore Weiss 
Come learn about several outstanding twentieth-
century American Jewish poets, including a number of 
contemporary writers. The four-session class will 
examine work by poets who express diverse 
connections to the Jewish experience.  For the first 
hour of each session, we will examine and discuss the 
poet’s work. Using writing prompts from the readings, 
during the second hour we will respond to the poetry 
in whatever written form we choose. Open to all. No 
writing experience is required. Special guest visits by 
local poets. All lovers of the word are encouraged to 
participate. Bring a notebook and pen. 
Dates: Wednesday, Oct. 26, Nov.  9,  Nov. 23, Nov. 30, 
7-9pm 
Cost: $88 members, $112 nonmembers 
Location: Fireside Room 
 

mailto:jfurst@pobox.com
http://www.reclaiming.org/
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A Community Forum on the Movement for Black Lives Platform 
[continued] 
     Part of the platform, called Invest/Divest, deals 
with connections between U.S. military spending and 
interventions abroad on the one hand, and the lack of 
funding for domestic social needs and militarization of 
U.S. police on the other hand. This part of the 
platform also addresses U.S. military support for Israel 
and the unjust treatment of Palestinians under 
Occupation, using language that some Jewish people 
and organizations have objected to strongly.   
     Our intention is to create a community forum that 
centers the Platform’s demands for racial and 

economic justice, while making space for the complex 
emotional responses that may arise for us in 
relationship to Jewish identity, racial identity and all 
the aspects of ourselves that make each of us who we 
are.  
     Please be in touch with us if you have questions or 
feedback.  
     RSVP if you can  to Sasha@kehillasynagogue.org.  
 – it will help us a lot as we plan the afternoon. 

 
 

Join the 30th Annual G.R.I.P. Harmony Walk in Richmond 
To End Hunger & Homelessness-to Benefit the Greater Richmond Interfaith Program 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     On October 29, Greater Richmond Interfaith 
Program is hosting its 30th annual Harmony Walk/Run 
to End Homelessness in Richmond. Several Kehilla 
members and members of St. John’s Church joined a 
team last year in memory of David McPhail and Judy 
Abel, GRIP activists who both died in September, 
2015.  
     That team raised over $1,000 in support of the 
Souper Center, a program operated by GRIP, which 
serves meals to homeless and needy residents and 
also runs a family shelter. David and Irene, his wife, 
both Kehilla members, and Betty Young, started a 
group now called David’s Dinner Group which 
prepares a monthly meal for families staying at the 
GRIP shelter. Several Kehilla members, people who 
had been members of an El Cerrito church where 
David had ministered, and members of St John’s 
Presbyterian Church in Berkeley, are in the dinner 
group as well. 
     David did this Walk every year through 2014. 

Kehilla members have another opportunity this year 
to remember and honor David while helping to ease 
homelessness. 
     We encourage everyone’s participation in or pledge 
of money to the team. We will have a team name and 
a team page set-up with the Harmony Walk website 
by mid-September. 
     The web address with a link to our team page & 
further details will be provided in the Kehilla weekly 
e-mails.    
     Check-in on October 29 begins at 9:00 a.m. The Run 
starts at 10:30 a.m. The Walk starts at 10:45 a.m. You 
can walk or run for as much, or as little, a distance as 
you want.  And, there will be a festival in the park 
after the walk.  
     Please consider sending a donation or joining the 
team after the team page is setup. If you have 
questions about the team, feel free to contact Sue 
Goldberg directly at suegoldberg@sbcglobal.net 

 
Pictured: Alex Madonik, Ruthie Levin, Richard Speiglman, Sue Goldberg 

 

mailto:Sasha@kehillasynagogue.org.
mailto:suegoldberg@sbcglobal.net
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An Interview with Spiritual Leader Avi Rose 
by Bill Lazarus

     More refugees are 
fleeing persecution now 
than at any time since the 
end of World War II, says 
Avi Rose, who has spent 
most of his life as a political 
and social activist, and who 
now finds himself turning 
more and more to issues of 
immigration and the flood 
of people seeking safe 
haven. With millions of 
refugees left homeless and 
nationless as the result of 
warfare in Syria and 
elsewhere, Avi sees the 

Jewish response as extending “beyond empathizing. 
“It’s identifying,” he says. “We need to see ourselves 
as coming out of Egypt.” 

     “We were strangers. We know the heart of the 
stranger,” adds Avi, who is executive director of 
Jewish Family and Community Services East Bay . That 
“central narrative” of the Jewish people is a key these 
days to the work of JFCS. About 2,000 of the 8,000 
people it annually serves are refugees and other 
immigrants. While the work of JFCS has historically 
been geared toward helping the Jewish community, it 
is not exclusively so. Avi says, “Tikkun Olam is not 
about bringing healing only to the Jewish people. It’s 
about “olam.” It’s about the world as a whole.” 

     When Avi started work at JFCS in 2005, the agency 
was already involved with helping immigrants from all 
over the world. When the surge of Jewish immigration 
from the Former Soviet Union subsided in the 1990’s, 
JFCS began to serve people from other countries, 
including Afghanistan, Bosnia, Cambodia, Iran, Iraq 
and Syria. Many of these refugees are Muslims. JFCS 
currently helps numerous families from Afghanistan, 
many of whom were subject to persecution after 
assisting Americans in the war against the Taliban. 
JFCS also has devoted itself to helping LGBT refugees 
fleeing particularly harsh oppression because of their 
sexual orientation or gender identities. 

     As a youth, Avi grew up mostly in Phoenix in a 
liberal Jewish family, largely out-of-kilter with the 

mostly right-wing community. His dad hailed from the 
Bronx, and was himself the son of immigrant parents 
who made their way to the United States from 
Lithuania. When Avi was 13, he moved with his family 
to Sacramento, and soon started spending time in the 
Bay Area. It was the late 1960s and “politics, drugs and 
rock and roll — it was all here.” 

     Avi became a political activist in high school, and 
chose to go to college at Brandeis, which was a hotbed 
of leftist politics. While he came out as a gay man in 
college, his activism was focused more on anti-war 
work and economic issues. After college, he worked 
for a period as a union steward. Avi joined other 
progressive Jews in the Boston Committee to 
Challenge Antisemitism and became, in the 1980s, 
involved in New Jewish Agenda, a national 
organization that he co-chaired, and that focused on a 
wide variety of issues, including Mid-East peace, 
feminism, disarmament, LGBT rights, oppression in 
Central America and the sanctuary movement. Avi 
also took up work battling AIDS, and co-edited Twice 
Blessed, a book about gay and lesbian Jews. 

     While Avi was aware of immigration issues, it 
wasn’t then a focus of his work and activism. That 
changed in 2005 when he started at JCFS and found it 
“powerful” to be working to help both Russian Jews 
and Afghan Muslims. “I’m really impressed by the 
resilience of most of the refugees whom we are 
helping.  They are individuals with their own quirks, 
strengths and shortcomings, and most have 
experienced significant trauma. It is a huge 
undertaking to leave your home – everyone and 
everything you know – and start your life over again in 
a new country..” 

     While, culturally, the Bay Area is “really welcoming, 
economically, this is a really hard area to come to,” Avi 
says. As a result, families crowd into small living 
quarters together, and people work two or three jobs 
to get by. 

     At seders, Avi has hosted refugees. “It’s powerful to 
be at a seder with somebody who has recently had to 
‘leave Egypt,’” he says. Avi also asks, “What is more 
Jewish than resettling refugees?” He answers himself 
in a word. “Nothing.”
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A Note on the Israel/Palestine Values Survey 
by Rabbi David J. Cooper 

 
     Last month we send out to every member 
household a survey to determine support for a 
statement of values on Israel/Palestine. One could 
indicate where one stood on a spectrum from very 
much disagreeing to strong agreement (scale of 1 to 
5). 
     As of this writing, 141 responses have been 
received. 
     99 responses are 5’s – strongly agree. (71.7%) 
     26 are 4’s – generally agree (18.8%) 
     7 are 3’s – more or less neutral (5.1%) 
     3 are 2’s – generally disagree (2.2%) 

     3 are 1’s – very much disagree (2.2%) 
     In a few days, I will be reading the many written 
comments on the proposed wording and I plan to 
print some of them in the November Kol Kehilla, with 
the permission of their authors to print with ascription 
or anonymously. 
     The decision to adopt the statement as is (or with 
grammatical changes) will be in the hands of the 
Kehilla Board. Currently the plan is that in October the 
results of the survey and representative comments 
and suggestions will be forwarded to the Board for 
their consideration and action. 

 
Chevra Kadisha Sh'mira Readings Project 

 
    Kehilla’s Chevra Kadisha is pleased to announce the 
completion of our “Sh’mira Readings Project.”  We 
now have two beautiful volumes that can be used by 
the shomrim (“watchers”) –those who sit with the 
body of a community member who has died until the 
time of burial. 
    Traditionally, shomrim read Psalms during the 
sh’mira  (“watching”).  In Kehilla we have provided 
other readings—poetry and prose from Jewish and 
non-Jewish sources as well as portions of our liturgy—
so that each shomer might deepen his or her own 
reflections on the meaning of life and death.   
     As we embarked on revising and expanding these 
additional readings, our discussions and study led us 
to taking a closer look at The Book of Psalms as well.  
We looked at many different translations and 

interpretations and selected the one for each Psalm 
that we thought invoked the values of Jewish Renewal 
movement.  
     A small group from Kehilla’s Chevra Kadisha 
traveled to Boston in June to present a workshop on 
these readings and to discuss Kehilla’s approach to 
sh’mira at the annual K’vod v Nichum (“honor and 
comfort”) conference.  More than thirty people 
attended our workshop and received our presentation 
with great enthusiasm.   
     We will formally present Kehilla’s Readings for 
Shmira and Psalms for Shmira at the Morning Service, 
Sept 17.  We invite the entire community to join in 
our simcha and to learn more about the practice of 
sh’mira.   

 

Finding Your Spiritual Direction 
 
     Spiritual direction is a process of inner listening that 
enables individuals to discern the movement of the 
Spirit in their lives, so they can come to understand 
both the spiritual dimension and the spiritual direction 
of their experience. In this sense, spiritual direction is 
a pathway to teshuvah, toward finding one’s way back 
to the Source that birthed and sustains each of us.  

     Spiritual directors have been trained to help those 
seeking the Spirit to find direction. They also help 
seekers find appropriate spiritual practices. 

     Rabbi Burt offers individual Kehilla congregants 
hour-long meetings in spiritual direction. Any Kehilla 
member is entitled to such a session once a year 
without cost. Burt usually meets with congregants at 
Kehilla on Tuesday afternoons and evenings, several 
times a month. He also sees people at his home in El 
Sobrante at other times during the week. If you are 
interested in meeting with Rabbi Burt, please contact 
him at Rabburt@earthlink.net, or by calling 
510.283.5704. 

 
 

mailto:Rabburt@earthlink.net,
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Competing Death Penalty Initiatives on November Ballot 

by Beth Weinberger 
 

     This November we'll have a chance to vote again to 
repeal California's death penalty, replacing it with Life 
Without Possibility of Parole.  Unfortunately, a 
competing measure that would attempt to change the 
appeals process to expedite executions has caused 
confusion, especially as the latter measure's title is 
misleading.  So here's an explanation of each of the 
initiatives with recommendations in keeping with 
Kehilla policy. 

 
The Justice that Works Act of 2016—Proposition #62  

 This is essentially the same as Prop. 34 on the 
2012 ballot, which Kehilla supported.  It would replace 
the death penalty with life without the possibility of 
parole.  It would: 

 End state killing and eliminate the possibility 
of executing innocent people.  Since 1973, 
156 people, convicted of murder, have been 
exonerated, 3 of them in California. 

 Keep dangerous criminals from ever being 
released. 

 Save approximately $150 million a year that 
could be put to more productive use. 

 Increase to 60% the portion of wages earned 
by persons sentenced to life without parole 
that may go to victim restitution funds. 

Recommendation:  Support Prop. 62 
 
Death Penalty Reform & Savings Act of 2016—
Proposition #66 

  Prop. 66 attempts to “reform” a  failed death 
penalty system by changing the appeals process.  It 
would remove current safeguards, limit the ability to 
present new evidence of innocence and set unrealistic 
deadlines for trials and appeals.  The changed 

procedures and new deadlines would force hiring of 
hundreds of new, inexperienced attorneys at taxpayer 
expense. If it succeeded, it would: 

 Increase the chances of wrongful convictions 
and execution of innocent people 

 Interfere with our due process and appeals 
processes, which might be found 
unconstitutional after costly and lengthy 
lawsuits. 

 Authorize the state to house death row 
inmates in new prisons. 

 Model California's system after Texas' rapid 
execution mill. 

 Move appeals from the state Supreme Court 
to local county courts, prioritizing these cases 
and the shortened timelines.  It would 
overwhelm lower courts and severely limit 
their ability to hear other types of cases or 
conduct any other court business. 

Recommendation: Oppose Prop. 66 
 
        This fall you'll have a chance to hear more about, 
question and discuss these initiatives, as well 
as a number of others at a Kehilla Ballot Initiatives 
evening, October 17.  Mark your calendars and see 
Richard Speiglman's article, also in this issue, on some 
of the other initiatives, researched and recommended 
by Oakland Community Organizations (OCO.) 
     If you want more information now about the death 
penalty initiatives; if you want to help with the 
campaigns or donate to them, go to 
www.yeson62.com or contact me at 
bethw0104@mindspring.com.  

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Not Registered to Vote?  
 

Please contact karenrachels@gmail.com 
of Kehilla’s Economic Justice Committee 
She will help you get registered before 

the November election 

http://www.yeson62.com
mailto:bethw0104@mindspring.com.
mailto:karenrachels@gmail.com
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Community Discussion of Ballot Propositions and Local Measures 
by Richard Speiglman 

 
Monday, October 17, 7-9pm 

Kehilla Social Hall 
Sponsored by  

Kehilla Economic Justice Committee, Greening Committee and Anti-Death Penalty Action Group 

Bring yourself, your friends and your family, your questions and your answers 

     When I was a kid in Des Moines, reform Rabbi 
Edward Zerin (Temple B’nai Jeshurun) used to implore 
youth – perhaps it was at our B’nai Mitzvot – to be 
“informed, participating Jews.”  I may have taken this 
to be the 11th Commandment, and I think the 
instruction was responsible for my 50-something years 
of reading at least the local, state, and national news 
sections of the daily newspaper.  Sometime later, a 
sociology professor suggested that the important 
news appears in the business section.  We won’t get 
into the question of sports news. 

     I never fully understood the Jews part of the 
obligation.  But nevertheless I’m pretty sure the 
informed/participating charge includes voting and, to 
the extent possible, understanding the implications of 
your vote prior to casting it. 

     In their length, California ballots present a serious 
challenge.  We need each other’s help to become well-
informed prior to voting.  Instead of sitting home 
alone the night before the election frantically trying to 
decide how to vote on propositions and local 
measures, on the evening of October 17th please join 
other community members to discuss ballot 
measures. 

 Bring your sample ballot (and your mail-in or 
absentee ballot if you have one) 

 Join discussion of some of the most important 
state and local ballot measures (if only we had 
time to tend to all of them!) 

 Written materials on all the state propositions 
and some local measures will be available, 
including recommendations from Kehilla, 
Oakland Community Organizations (OCO), and 
other organizations 

 Kehilla members and others actively engaged 
in working on some of the measures will offer 
brief presentations 

 
See the next page for OCO's recommendations on 

several state, county, and City of Oakland issues.  
We’ll have expanded endorsement information by 
October 17th.   

 
Please forward information on other measures, or 

for other localities, to Richard or Beth: 

rspeiglman@sbcglobal.net  

bethw0104@mindspring.com   

Or bring the information with you on October 17th.   

If possible, RSVP to Beth or Richard (see their 
contact information above.) 

mailto:rspeiglman@sbcglobal.net
mailto:bethw0104@mindspring.com
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Oakland Community Organizations 

Recommendations on CA, Alameda County, and City of Oakland issues 

Number Title or focus Content OCO 
endorsement 

State Propositions 

55 Tax extension 
Extends the temporary personal income tax on 
incomes over $250,000 to fund education and 

health care (Prop 30 extension) 
Support 

56 Tobacco tax Increases the cigarette tax to $2 / pack Support 

 57 Public Safety & 
Rehabilitation Act 

Increases parole chances for felons convicted of 
non-violent crimes and provides more 

opportunities to earn credits for good behavior 
Support 

 62 Death penalty Repeals the death penalty in CA Support* 

64 Adult Use of Marijuana Act 
Legalizes adults’ growing, possessing, and using 

marijuana for nonmedical purposes, with certain 
restrictions; establishes regulatory system for 

legal market.  

Neutral 

Alameda County Measures 

A Affordable Housing bond 
(property tax) 

Funding for a variety of approaches to promote 
affordable housing  Support 

Oakland City and School District Measures  

JJ Protect Oakland Renters 
Act  

Strengthen tenants’ rights by requiring owners to 
petition through the Rent Board for rent increases 

above annual CPI, extending just cause eviction 
protections to buildings built through 1995, and 

increasing Rent Board transparency and 
accountability 

Support 

LL 
Form civilian oversight 
commission of police 

department 
Promotes civilian oversight of police department Support 

KK 
Infrastructure 

improvements bond 
(property tax) 

Funding for a variety of improvements to streets, 
sidewalks, public buildings, and some funds for 

affordable housing 
Neutral  

HH Tax distributors of sugar-
sweetened beverages 

Promotes public health by raising price of sugar-
sweetened beverages Support 

G1 Oakland Unified School 
District  bond (parcel tax) 

Funds educator salary increases and middle 
school improvements (as of last draft seen) No vote (yet) 

* Kehilla recommends a yes vote on Prop. 62 and a no vote on Prop 66 (which would speed-up 
executions).  See accompanying article, “Competing Death Penalty Initiatives on November Ballot" on 
p. 17. 
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Seeking Shelter in the Days of Awe:  
 Immigrants and Refugees, Longing and Home 
[continued from p. 1] 
 
You can read a more complete description of our 
theme below.  Throughout the High Holy Days season 
and beyond, we’ll be integrating the spiritual practices 
of this time with ways to learn about and respond to 
the crises of migration that are shaking our world.  
During High Holy Days services we’ll hear from some 
of the folks in our community about their experiences 
with immigrants and refugees.  We’ll also have 
resources available during services about how to 
connect with local groups and join in efforts to 
respond.   
    And in the months following the High Holy Days, 
we’ll host a series of four community workshops, 
featuring congregants working to support immigrants 
and refugees.  The workshop topics are: Considering 
Offering Housing to a Refugee; Being Part of an 
Accompaniment Team for an Immigrant Family or 
Unaccompanied Minor; Immigration Policy, Advocacy 
and Intersectionality with Economic and Racial Justice 
Issues; and Kehilla as Sanctuary/Refuge for 
Immigrants.  
    May our practice during this season help each of us 
grow toward greater wholeness, joy, compassion and 
justice. 
    Our Theme for 5777:  Immigrants and Refugees, 
Longing and Home  
    A river goes out from the first place that was home, 
to water the garden, and from there it divides and 
becomes four headwaters. (Bereshit 2:10) 
    In the beginning all was one, undifferentiated and 
whole.  To come into the joy of embodied life is also to 
come into separateness.  And to be separate is to long 
for reconnection, to yearn for wholeness and for 
home.  The Yamim Nora’im (High Holy Days) point us 

in the direction of home, and outfit us for the promise 
and uncertainty of the journey.  We soften our hearts 
and open lines of communication with people we’ve 
hurt and who have hurt us.  We practice 
accountability, forgiveness, compassion and 
generosity.  We touch those who are dear to us with 
an extra measure of tenderness and gratitude. 
    This year we set out on this path in a world of 
growing displacement and migration. People forced 
from their homes by war, violence, poverty, drought, 
gentrification, and a swiftly changing climate are 
fighting for survival and searching for a refuge where 
they and their families can be safe.  Some in Kehilla 
are personally impacted, and many in our community 
are stepping up to help--by working to end structural 
violence, by challenging the economics underlying 
displacement, by offering loving personal support to 
immigrants and refugees, by fighting for policies that 
welcome immigrants and refugees, and by joining the 
struggle against deportation, targeting and 
discrimination against people who are undocumented.  
    As a community this year we will enter the inner 
landscape of exile and return.  We’ll encounter the 
stranger who dwells within us, and the stranger who 
dwells among us.  Together we will turn toward this 
tidal wave of displacement, expanding our capacity to 
welcome and support the growing number of 
immigrants and refugees in our midst.  As Torah 
teaches (Lev. 19:33-34), When a stranger resides with 
you in your land, you shall not wrong them.  The 
stranger who resides with you shall be to you as one of 
your citizens; you shall love them as yourself, for you 
were strangers in the land of Mitzrayim. 
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Coming Soon: Pronoun Stickers for Your Nametag 
by Hazzan Shulamit Wise Fairman, Lynn Bravewomon and Rabbi Dev Noily 

  
   As Davey Shlasko writes in the 
Trans*Ally Workbook, 
    “Most of the time, most people 
are on autopilot about pronouns. 
They call all women she, her and 
hers, and all men he, him and his. 
But being on autopilot doesn’t 
always work. Sometimes—
especially, but not only, when 
talking about trans* people—it can 
lead you to call someone a pronoun 
that isn’t what they’re usually 
called or what they want to be 
called.”  
     We are continuing to make 
Kehilla a more welcoming and 
inclusive space for all of our 
members.  All of us appreciate it 
when other people see us as who 
we are.  For  trans* people 
pronouns can be a constant source 
of being seen and affirmed when preferred pronouns 
are used by others; conversely the absence of 
accurate pronouns denies a critical piece of 
recognition and affirmation of identity. 
     Kehilla’s intention to build gender pronoun 
language in our community culture is part of gender-

inclusion efforts that reverse the 
invisibility caused when the wrong 
pronouns are used. 
     As a community of spiritual practice, 
it feels especially important that Kehilla 
be a place where everyone can be seen 
and affirmed in all of who we are.  So 
soon you’ll see a set of pronoun 
stickers next to our nametags. 
 Everyone has the option to add a 
pronoun sticker to your nametag, to let 
others know which pronouns you use.  
By using a sticker, cisgender people can 
support others in our community for 
whom “pronoun autopilot” doesn’t 
work well. 
     Whatever our gender identity, all of 
us have some experiences of resonance 
with the gender we were raised in, and 
some experiences of dissonance with 
the gender we were raised in.  We can 

all lean into those experiences to cultivate our 
compassion for ourselves and each other as we 
navigate this complex and shifting terrain of gender 
identity. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
    

    

A vocabulary moment: 

trans* refers to people whose 
gender identity is different from 

the gender identity they were 
assigned at birth, including 

people who are transgender, 
genderqueer, gender-

nonconforming, gender non-
binary, gender fluid, gender 

fabulous people. 

Cisgender refers to people 
whose gender identity is, for the 

most part, aligned with the 
gender they were assigned at 
birth and in which they were 

socialized. 

Kehilla Sings! 

 
         Interested in being part of a Kehilla Choir this Fall 
and Winter? We may offer this opportunity through 
our Adult Ed program with Bon Singer, a veteran 
cantor and synagogue choir director who has also 
directed Ya'Elah and Kitka.  
     PLEASE click on the following link and fill out a short 
questionnaire by Aug 28 to help us discern whether 
and how to move forward, and pass it on to your 
friends! 

 https://goo.gl/forms/Vd6jFONpn4IphBrK2 

https://goo.gl/forms/Vd6jFONpn4IphBrK2
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The Annual Kehilla Membership Retreat:  
Toward Further Improvements in Accessibility  

by Marilyn Golden & Don Stone 

In our debrief after another successful annual retreat, Kehilla’s Retreat Committee discussed how to achieve further 
improvements in the accessibility of the retreat to all members. Below is a report.  It addresses all dimensions of 
accessibility including affordability, access to the location, planning issues, and mobility access.  
 

Addressing Accessibility  at the Annual Kehilla Summer Retreat

     In the Retreat Committee’s debriefing of this year’s 
retreat, one focus of discussion has been about the 
accessibility challenges of Bort Meadow. There are 
various kinds of accessibility needs, including   
affordability, location, registration constraints, and 
physical mobility, all which contribute to the retreat 
location and experience being attractive and 
welcoming. 
     Affordability. We’ve had many comments that our 
past weekend retreats at retreat centers were out of 
the price range of many individuals and especially 
families—even with elective camping such as at Walker 
Creek Ranch.  
    Location issues: We have had requests for a location 
that is easy to get to on a Friday afternoon for people 
who want to camp the first night—and also for people 
who want make a round trip on Saturday. At Bort 
Meadow and at Walker Ranch, there is lack of cell 
phone reception. This can limit some members’ 
capacity to take part. Sometimes at Bort, there have 
been difficulties getting in and out of the locked gate 
when no one was on duty Friday.  
     Planning flexibility.  We need a site that is big 
enough that it does not require us to commit to a 
certain attendance well in advance. It helps to have 
flexibility that allows for final week commitment to 
attending, or even the day-of. Camping or easy 
commuting helps last minute planning and increases 
the numbers attending—about 25-30% of participants 
sign up or show up the last week. 
     Physical mobility. Challenges come with bumpiness 
or steepness of the terrain, any steps (none at Bort 
Meadow), accessibility to bathrooms (new Bort 
Meadow bathrooms are wheelchair accessible, though 
far from activities), parking availability, drop-off option 
for those needing it, and distance between the 
different stations—food, service, bathrooms, drop-off 
spot. We have had requests from people with mobility 
needs to have more accommodations so that they can 
attend either Bort Meadow, or another site.  
     Given these parameters, we are proceeding in the 
following manner: 

      *Reserve Bort Meadow for a weekend in July 2017 
(already have requested 7/14-16/2017, will hear back 
in late October if we got it). 
     *Tell anyone interested that we welcome their 
research on an alternative site that takes into account 
the factors mentioned above (our deposit for Bort 
Meadow, assuming we get our request, will be small 
enough to forfeit if we find a better site). 
     *Be proactive in responding to accessibility needs. 
Build into the reservation process a way to 
communicate specific needs and figure out best 
practices to meet them. For instance, the registration 
form/website will have a contact person for 
accessibility needs when we start to advertise next 
year’s retreat—Marilyn Golden may be filling this 
function. So coming up with solutions to specific needs 
can be creatively addressed well in advance. 
     Several congregants have already volunteered to 
assist with accessibility issues, including suggesting 
other sites/centers and being available to accompany 
individuals needing assistance to navigate at Bort 
Meadow, which is largely relatively flat, though the 
ground has a bumpy, uneven surface. 
     *Research alternative means of conveyance to 
transport individuals from point to point at the Bort 
Meadow site, possibly in ways that make use of the 
assistance from a volunteer. This research has already 
begun, with an initial finding that vehicles like golf carts 
are probably too expensive to own, rent, or transport 
from rental locations. Kehilla may have access to one 
or more ordinary wheelchairs that can be used. Or, all 
terrain wheelchairs may be one possibility. There may 
be other ways to deal with the bumpy terrain between 
the car turn-around and the dining tables that are not 
dependent upon volunteer assistance, and allow for 
more independent movement. 
     *Other concerns, suggestions, or ideas, regarding 
Kehilla Retreat accessibility issues or how to address 
them? Want to volunteer your assistance? 
     Contact either Marilyn Golden 
at mgolden@dredf.org, or Don Stone 
at donstone1@aol.com or 510-703-0073. 

mailto:mgolden@dredf.org,
mailto:donstone1@aol.com
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On the Origins of Kehilla: 
Social Justice 

                                                     by Rabbi Burt Jacobson 
Note: This is the fifth of a series of 
personal essays on the beginnings of 
Kehilla. Each article shares the 
origins of one or more of the ideals 
and/or values that motivated me to 
start Kehilla. The essays are adapted 

from the manuscript of the book I am in the process of 
completing, tentatively titled There is Only One Love: 
The Ba’al Shem Tov in the Modern World. 
     My passion for social justice came from my mother, 
Gert Jacobson. As the chairwoman of the Anti-
Defamation League in Cleveland during World War II, 
she tried to awaken the Jewish community to the Nazi 
atrocities in Europe. When our family moved to Texas 
in 1947, Gert became the chairwoman of the Anti-
Defamation League in San Antonio. In that capacity she 
worked with teachers in the public schools, instructing 
them on how to promote racial, ethnic and religious 
tolerance in their classrooms.  
     My mother’s commitment to social justice stemmed 
from her father, Ruby Goldberg. My grandfather, who 
was born in Romania, was a women’s tailor. A secular 
Yiddish-speaking Jew, he was strongly drawn to 
socialism. He became a negotiator for the International 
Ladies’ Garment Workers Union in New York. My 
mother remembered him coming home from the 
negotiations, infuriated by the tightfisted attitudes of 
the factory owners. He would go to the kitchen, pick up 
a carving knife and bang it repeatedly on the counter. 
“Those G… d…. bosses, those G… d…. bosses, they 
won’t give us a nickel! They won’t give us a nickel! 
      I did not hear that story until I was an adult, but I 
learned about the biblical prophets as a young student 
in the religious school of Temple Beth El in San 
Antonio. I came to admire the commitment of the 
Reform movement to social justice. 
       Yet, I did not study the words of the biblical 
prophets until I entered rabbinical school. In 1961, as a 
second-year student at the Jewish Theological 
Seminary, I took a seminar with Abraham Joshua 
Heschel on the prophets. By this time, Heschel was well 
on his way to becoming the most well-known Jewish 
religious thinker in the United States.  
       Heschel had completed his dissertation on the 
prophets in the late 1930s in Germany, just as the Nazi 
regime had come into power. In the late 1950s he 
decided to rewrite the book in English. The members of 

our seminar were privileged to read the galley proofs 
of The Prophets with him.  
    In the book’s introduction, Heschel wrote: 
     The things that horrified the prophets are even now 
daily occurrences all over the world. There is no society 
to which Amos’ words would not apply. 

Listen to this, you merchants who crush the 
poor,and trample on the needy! You who are 
thinking,“When will this New Moon festival  
finally be over so that we can sell our grain, and 
this Sabbath day, so we can market our wheat? 
Then we will tamper with the scales, making the 
bushel-measure smaller and the shekel-weight 
bigger. And then we can make slaves of the 
poor, buying them for their debt of a piece of 
silver or a pair of sandals, and we will even get 
paid for moldy wheat.”YHWH, the Pride of Israel, 
has sworn: ‘’I will never forget what you have 
done!’  Amos 8:4-7 

      Indeed, [Heschel continued] the sort of crimes and 
even the amount delinquency that fill the prophets of 
Israel with dismay do not go beyond that which we 
regard as normal, as typical ingredients of social 
dynamics. To us, a single act of injustice—cheating in 
business, exploitation of the poor—is slight; to the 
prophets, a disaster. To us injustice is injurious to the 
welfare of the people; to the prophets, it is a 
deathblow to existence; to us, an episode; to them, a 
catastrophe, a threat to the world.  
     Heschel’s prose was incandescent. I found his ability 
to enter the consciousness of the prophets utterly 
remarkable. As a result, the voices of the prophets 
have both stirred and haunted me throughout my life. 
     In the following years I found myself especially 
drawn to Amos, the first of the literary prophets, who 
focused almost exclusively on the necessity for social 
justice. Amos seemed totally relevant to the political 
climate of the late 1960s. Indeed, the Reverend Martin 
Luther King, Jr., who became Heschel’s friend and 
colleague, often cited Amos’ words. The day before he 
was assassinated in 1968, King delivered a speech in 
support of the striking sanitation workers in Memphis, 
in which he said:    

"Somehow the preacher must have a kind of fire 
shut up in his bones. And whenever injustice is 
around he must tell it. Somehow the preacher must  
[continued on next page] 
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On the Origins of Kehilla (continued) 
 
be an Amos, who said, “When God speaks, who can 
but prophesy?” Again with Amos, “Let justice roll 
down like waters and righteousness like a mighty 
stream.”  

       In the late 1960s I taught classes about Amos and 
his message to both high school students and adults. I 
emphasized the prophet’s fiery denunciations of 
corruption, wealth, luxury, perversion of justice and 
superficial religion.  

       As I thought about starting a synagogue in the early 
1980s, the fierce voice of Amos called out to me. I felt 
that this radical prophet of justice simply had to be 
given a platform in a city like Berkeley, which had been 
strongly identified with rapid social change, civic 
unrest, and political upheaval in the 1960s and ‘70s. 
The political Left was still robust and there were 
moral/political issues— the Israel-Palestine conflict, 
nuclear weapons, central American refugees—that 
cried out to be dealt with from a prophetic religious 
perspective. 

 
Thank you for Your Generosity 

 

Bar/Bat Mitvah Program 
Susan Coto McKenna and Rafael Coto 

General Fund 
Jane Weisbin and Charles Reilly 

Nueva Esperanza Accompaniment Teams (NEAT) 
Hope Friedman 
Irene McPhail 

Carolyn Schour 
Herbert Salomon and Marcia Liberson 

Simone Masson 
Lisa Rothman 
Ralph Silber 

Sandy Vaughn 
And members of Kehilla's three Accompaniment Teams 

Rabbi's Discretionary Fund 
David Levine and Laurel Zien

All Congregants Deserve A Safe Home 

If you or anyone in your home is experiencing: 
     >Child abuse  
     >Elder abuse  
     >Dependent adult abuse  
     >Teen dating violence 
     >Intimate partner violence (domestic violence) 
    The Kehilla Committee Against Abuse (CAA), working along side the Spiritual Life Practices Committee (SLPC), is 
here to help you become or remain safe.   If you are experiencing any kind of abuse, please call: Steven Falk, long-
time Kehilla member, at (510) 708-0517; Julie Patrusky, experienced domestic violence counselor and long-time 
Kehilla member, at (510) 528-0299; or Rabbi David at (510) 547-2424 x103.   Call the Shalom Bayit (Peace in the 
Home) helpline for counseling and advocacy for teen dating violence and domestic violence issues at: (866) SHALOM-
7 (742-5667) toll-free within the Bay Area or (510) 451-7233 (SAFE) outside the Bay Area.
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September 2016 
Fri., Sept. 2, NO Kabbalat Shabbat service tonight. 
Please join us on Friday night, Sept 16.  

Sat., Sept 3, 10:30am, Elul Shabbat Service on the 
Marina – Rosh Chodesh. Yes, it is one month to go to 
Rosh Hashanah and at this special outdoor service on 
the Marina we will celebrate the New Moon of Elul 
which includes Hallel, the musical holiday celebration 
prayers, led by Beth Dickinson. Discussion led by Rabbi 
David on our High Holy Day theme on our how our 
work on immigration and refugees connects to our 
Jewish path. Check the website for location. Bring a 
chair with you and prepare to dress warmly. Kiddush to 
follow.  Please bring vegetarian finger foods to share, if 
you are able.  

Tues., Sept. 6, 7:30pm. Middle East Peace Committee 
Meeting. Back classroom. 

Wed., Sept. 7, 7:50am Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room. (Enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview.)  Doors open at 7:50 a.m., 
short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30, 
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. 

Wed., Sept. 7, 6:30pm  Spiritual Life Practices 
Committee Meeting.  Fireside Room. 

Thurs., Sept. 8, 4-6pm. Kehilla School. Please enter 
through the kitchen door. 

Thurs., Sept. 8, 6:30pm. "700 Benches: 
Experiencing Biblical Hebrew." Taught by Jenna Kemp 
First class of the series.. (See details on p. 10)  

Fri., Sept. 9, 6:30pm, Friday Night Peace Walk with 
Rabbi David and OCO. This is an easy opportunity to 
really be part of the movement for peace in our own 
community led by Oakland Community Organizations’ 
Ceasefire campaign. Rabbi David has affirmed to OCO 
that we will try to have at least ten Kehilla folk join him 
at these walks for community peace.. The campaign is 
many-sided, including the training and mobilization of 
neighborhood peace interveners, the retraining of 
police, and a weekly peace walk with local 
congregations to support a “culture of peace and 
healing” in neighborhoods at risk. Rabbi David reports 
that he has done this about 10 times and it is an 

especially nice way to meet people from across the 
spectrum of Oakland communities.Meet inside First 
Mt. Sinai Church, 1970 86th Ave. For info, call 510-606-
5064.    

Sat., Sept. 10, 10am. Chai Elul Shabbat and New 
Member Welcome. Join our “Bima Team” for a 
spirited, musical service as we immerse in the month of 
Elul and prepare for the High Holy Days. Our newest 
members will receive a special honor during the Torah 
service, and we’ll kick off the morning with Ketzev 
Kehilla, our prayerful percussion orchestra. Come one, 
come all! Children most welcome! Vegetarian potluck 
luncheon to follow. Please bring a vegetarian dish to 
share.  Kiddush also sponsored by Ruth Goldstone & 
James Eder in honor of Ruth's mother Merle S. 
Goldstone's yartzheit. 

Mon., Sept. 12, 7pm. Book Discussion Group. We will 
discuss The Fixer by Bernard Malamud. Fireside Room. 
(See p. 8 for details.) 

Mon., Sept. 12, 7:30pm. Conversion Group. Buber 
Room. (See p. 10 for details.) 

Tues., Sept. 13, 7pm. Generosity Committee meeting. 
Fireside Room. 

Wed., Sept. 14, 7:50am Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room. (Enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview.)  Doors open at 7:50 a.m., 
short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30, 
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. 

Thurs., Sept. 15, 4-6pm. Kehilla School. Please enter 
through the kitchen door. 

Thurs., Sept. 15, 6:30pm. "700 Benches: 
Experiencing Biblical Hebrew." Taught by Jenna Kemp. 
(See details on p. 10.)  

Fri., Sept. 16, 5:30-7:30pm Solar Lights for Gaza 
Fundraiser and Pre-Shabbat Potluck: This is a special 
pre-Shabbat Service gathering and potluck meal 
organized by Kehilla’s Greening Committee and Middle 
East Peace Committee. The purpose is to raise 
tzedakah for Rebuilding Alliance’s project to provide 
solar lights for the residents of Gaza where electricity is 

Kehilla Community Synagogue 
1300 Grand Avenue (at Fairview) 

Piedmont, CA  94610 
(510) 547-2424 

Please come fragrance-free to all Kehilla events, 
for the health of people with respiratory conditions 

and chemical sensitivities. 
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often available for only four or five hours in a day. This 
is especially needed by children who would otherwise 
study at night by hazardous candle or kerosene light. 
(See article p. 8 .) Guest speaker: Donna Baranski-
Walker, founder of Rebuilding Alliance. We will have a 
Potluck Dinner in the Social Hall starting at 5:30.  Please 
bring a vegetarian or fish dish to share.  

Fri., Sept. 16, 7:30pm, Kabbalat Shabbat with Hazzan 
Shulamit, Julie Nesnansky, and Beth Dickinson. Join us 
for a soulful and spirited musical evening to welcome in 
the joy and peace of Shabbat.  Kiddush to follow. 
Please bring veggie finger foods to share! 

Sat., Sept. 17, 10:30am, Elul Shabbat Service with our 
Chevra Kadisha, at Kehilla led by Rabbi David, Hazzan 
Shulamit, and Julie Nesnansky. Celebrating the 
completion of our “Sh’mira Readings Project.” Sh’mira 
is the ritual of staying with the body of the deceased in 
the period preceding the funeral during which the 
shomer (“guardian”) traditionally reads from the book 
of psalms. For our members when they do Sh’mira, 
Kehilla’s Chevra Kadisha has assembled readings from 
innovative and interpretive translations of the psalms 
some of which we will read at this service. We will have 
a short Torah reading that morning with one aliyah. 
Deuteronomy 22:6-12. If you want to chant this, email 
Rabbi David.  In the Fireside Room. Kiddush sponsored 
by the Chevra Kadisha. 

Sat., Sept. 17, 3:30-6:30pm. Kehilla High Holy Days Art 
Reception. Fireside Room and throughout the building. 
(See announcement, p.4 for details.) 

Sun., Sept. 18, 3:30-7pm. A Community Forum on the 
Movement for Black Lives Platform Study & 
Conversation. With Kehilla leaders, staff, and 
members.  (See article, p. 9 for details.) Buber Room. 

Sun., Sept. 18, 1- 3 pm, “We Are the Bridge” Exhibit 
Reception at Osher Marin JCC in San Rafael. Sponsored 
by the Faith Trio (Kehilla, Islamic Cultural Center, 
Montclair Presbyterian). Includes at least two artists 
who are Kehilla members, Lea Delson and Susan 
Freundlich. 200 North San Pedro Rd. San Rafael 94903. 

Sun., Sept. 18, 2pm.  Yoga for Renewal. Rooted in 
Jewish Mystical Teachings. With Julie Emden of Jewish 
LearningWorks.  Co-sponsored by Kehilla.  4th Street 
Yoga, 1809C 4th Street, Berkeley, CA 94710. $25 Public 
/$20 members of co-sponsoring organizations. 
Register: tinyurl.com/yoga918.  

Sun., Sept. 18, 4pm. "Drumming As Prayer" class with 
Debbie Fier. Fireside Room. (See p. _ for details.) 

Wed., Sept. 21, 7:50am Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room (Enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview)  Doors open at 7:50 a.m., 

short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30, 
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. 

Wed., Sept. 21, 7pm. "Drumming As Prayer" class with 
Debbie Fier. Fireside Room. (See p. 11 for details.) 

Thurs., Sept. 22, 4-6pm. Kehilla School. Please enter 
through the kitchen door. 

Thurs., Sept. 22, 6:30pm. "700 Benches: 
Experiencing Biblical Hebrew." Taught by Jenna Kemp. 
Back classroom, main floor. (See details on p. 10.)  

Fri., Sept. 23,  6:-9:00 Bar/Bat Mitzvah Shabbat 
Celebration: This evening is for all Bar Bat Mitzvah 
family members and is a required part of the BBM 
Program. Come to the synagogue to welcome in the 
new school year and the New Year with a festive 
Shabbat evening. We will begin with a short table 
service followed by a vegetarian potluck.   Fireside 
Room & Sanctuary. 

Fri., Sept. 23,  6:30pm Tot Shabbat.  For babies and 
children up to 5 years old (or older if they enjoy it) and 
their grown-ups. Led by Jen Miriam Kantor, Alon 
Altman and Jen’s puppet friends. Please bring a 
vegetarian potluck dish.  Social Hall. Childcare will be 
provided upon request. 

Sat., Sept. 24, No Shabbat Morning service – Join us 
tonight for Pre-Holy Days Ingathering. 

Sat., Sept. 24. The Bird of Many Colors: A Pre-Holy 
Days Ingathering: 7:15pm schmooze with 
refreshments in the Social Hall, program begins at 8pm.  
Gather with us one week before Rosh Hashanah, as we 
turn together toward the Days of Awe. This year, rather 
than observing Selichot with a service, all are welcome 
to an evening of community, music, stories, meditation 
and reflection.  Join us in the social hall for a little nosh 
and socializing, followed by a program led by the 
Kehilla spiritual leadership and musical prayer leaders, 
as we focus our awareness and maybe set some 
intention for our experience of the holy days.   If you 
are new to Kehilla, or to Kehilla’s observance of the 
High Holydays, this evening is a lovely way to begin the 
experience.  If you’re accustomed to the Selichot 
services of the last few years, you’ll find a similar 
opportunity in this program for settling into intention 
and reflection. 

Sun., Sept. 25, 8:15am-4pm, ROPES course for Bar/Bat 
Mitzvah Students. Students will carpool together to 
the spectacular Fort Miley for a day of fun, adventure 
and an exploration of team building activities. BBM 
families will receive more information about this in the 
mail. 
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Sun., Sept. 25, 1:15-3:30 pm. Interfaith Environmental 
Activity with the Faith Trio (Kehilla, Islamic Cultural 
Center, Montclair Presbyterian). This interfaith activity 
involves removing non-native plants in Joaquin Miller 
Park. Four more volunteers from Kehilla are still 
needed. To volunteer, call Lea Delson 510-528-6725. 

Sun., Sept. 25, 9am. Joyfully Jewish for 
Kindergarteners. Back classroom, main floor. 

Sun., Sept. 25, 5pm. "Mrs. Reiff and the Counterfeit 
Shop," a staged play reading by Stephanie Anne 
Johnson. Sponsored by Kehilla. A touching portrait of 
the friendship between a Black teenager and a 
Holocaust survivor in the 1960s.(See details, p. 6.) 

Tues., Sept. 27, 6:45pm. (Dinner at 6:15)  Board of 
Trustees Meeting. All are welcome. Fireside  Room. 

Wed., Sept. 28, 7:50am Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room. (Enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview.)  Doors open at 7:50 a.m., 
short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30, 
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. 

Thurs., Sept. 29, 4-6pm. Kehilla School. Please enter 
through the kitchen door. 

Thurs., Sept. 29, 6:30pm. "700 Benches: 
Experiencing Biblical Hebrew." Taught by Jenna Kemp. 
Back classroom, main floor. (See details on p. 10.)  

Fri., Sept. 30.  No Services. 
 

October 2016 
Sat., Oct. 1, 10:30am, Elul Shabbat Service at Kehilla 
with Sharon Grodin and Julie Nesnanksy, a smaller 
service in the Fireside Room, with music and reflection.   
  
Sun., Oct. 2, 6:30pm, Erev Rosh Hashanah services at 
Scottish Rite Center, 1547 Lakeside Drive, Oakland.  For 
both adults and children, start at 6:30pm. Sermon by 
Rabbi Dev.  
 
Mon., Oct. 3. Rosh Hashanah services. SERVICES WILL 
END before 12:45! at Scottish Rite Center, 1547 
Lakeside Drive, Oakland. Our leaders are determined to 
conclude the service  in time for tashlich and lunch at a 
reasonable hour. 
8:30 – 9:15am. Silent Meditation Space - 3rd Floor 
9:30am – 12:40pm. Main Rosh Hashanah Morning 
Service, beginning with Ketzev Kehilla with Kehilla’s 
Spiritual Leaders, Hazzan Shulamit and our Musical 
Prayer Leaders 
10:00 – 11:15am. Family and Youth Service with Rabbi 
Dev Noily, Sandra Razieli, Natalie Boskin, and Musical 

Prayer Leader Beth Dickinson and surprise guests! 
Children, teens and adults welcome. 

10:15 - 11:15am. Rosh Hashanah Toddler Services with 
Jen Miriam and Alon Altman. Geared towards babies, 
tots, and kids up to 5 years olds and their grown ups or 
families. 
12:45-12:55pm, Tashlich at Lake Merritt (across the 
street from services) with Rabbi David. 

 Tues., Oct. 4, 9:30am-12:30pm, Second Day Rosh 
Hashanah Services at Kehilla, 1300 Grand Avenue, 
Piedmont, with Rabbi Chaya Gusfield and Eve Decker. 
Kehilla Sanctuary. Receive the replenishment of 
contemplative song, story, and silence. Rabbi Chaya 
Gusfield and Buddhist teacher and musician Eve Decker 
use the beautiful complement of Jewish and Buddhist 
teachings, music, and spiritual practices to delve deeply 
into the essence of this holy day. A more intimate 
service for the second day. 

Wed., Oct. 5, 7:50am Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room. (Enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview.)  Doors open at 7:50 a.m., 
short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30, 
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. 

Wed., Oct. 5, 6:30pm. Spiritual Life Practices 
Committee meeting. Fireside Room. 

Wed., Oct. 5, 7:30pm. Middle East Peace Committee 
Meeting. Fireside Room. 

Thurs., Oct. 6. No Kehilla School. 

Fri., Oct. 7, 7:30pm. NO Kabbalat Shabbat services. 
Please join us for Shabbat Shuva on Saturday morning, 
Oct 8. Our next Kabbalat Shabbat service with Hazzan 
Shulamit will be on November 4.   

Sat., Oct. 8, 10:30am. Shabbat Shuva Service at 
Kehilla.  Join Howard Hamburger and Julie Nesnansky 
for the special Shabbat service situated within the Ten 
Days of Awe. We take the themes of the High Holydays 
and we explore them in the context of Shabbat in a 
smaller service context. Kiddush sponsored by Beth 
Weinberger in memory of her mother, Frieda 
Weinberger, and by Amy Bat Tzipora in memory of her 
beloved Bubbies, Zaydies, mother and father. 

Mon., Oct. 10, 7pm.  Book Discussion Group.  We will 
discuss Mystics of Mile End by Sigal Samuel. Fireside 
Room. 

Tues., Oct. 11, 6:30pm. Kol Nidre Service (for grown 
ups) at Scottish Rite Center, 1547 Lakeside Drive, 
Oakland. Judaism’s most cherished prayer sung once a 
year, Kol Nidre, kicks off a day of collective 
introspection. Sermon by Rabbi David. 
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 Tues., Oct. 11, 6:30pm. Family Kol Nidre Service (for 
children and family) at Kehilla, 1300 Grand Avenue, 
Piedmont Led by Rabbi Dev Noily & Lior Ben-Hur.  
Geared toward children ages 6-12.  Children of all ages 
and adults welcome. 

Tues., Oct. 11, 6:30pm, Toddler Kol Nidre Service (for 
babies and tots) at Kehilla, 1300 Grand Avenue, 
Piedmont Led by Jen Miriam and Alon Altman.  A 
musical, spiritual journey geared toward kids up to 5 
years old and their grown ups.  

Wed., Oct. 12. Yom Kippur Morning Services 
at Scottish Rite Center, 1547 Lakeside Drive, Oakland 
8:30am- 9:15am, Silent Meditation Space 
9:30am,  Main Yom Kippur Morning Service 
10:00am- 11:00am, Youth Services  (6th - 8th grades) 

 Wed., Oct. 12. Yom Kippur Afternoon/Evening 
Services & Activities at Kehilla, 1300 Grand Avenue, 
Piedmont 
2:00- 4:30pm Drop off potluck offerings at Kehilla (or 
bring them at 7:45pm) 
2:30-3:30 pm Workshops 
4:30 pm Yizkor (Remembrance of those who died) 
5:15 pm Rabbi Burt sermon, Healing Service & 
Dukhanen (Priestly blessings) 
6:30 pm Ne’ila (Closing the Gates) 
8:00pm-9:30pm Community Pot Luck Break-Fast at 
Kehilla. Please bring a vegetarian main dish to share. 
Food can be dropped off at Kehilla between 2:00 & 
4:30 p.m., or at 7:45 p.m. 

Thurs., Oct. 13. No Kehilla School. 

Fri., Oct. 14, 6:30pm, Friday Night Peace Walk with 
OCO. Usually Rabbi David is on these walks but may be 
out of town this weekend. But Kehilla people have 
been coming, so it would be great to continue to have 
our shul’s participation in David’s absence. This is an 
easy opportunity to really be part of the movement for 
peace in our own community led by Oakland 
Community Organizations’ Ceasefire campaign. The 
campaign is many-sided including the training and 
mobilization of neighborhood peace interveners, the 
retraining of police, and a weekly peace walk with local 
congregations to support a “culture of peace and 
healing” in neighborhoods at risk. The neighbors there 
support these walks and it has always been peaceful 
and friendly. It’s a nice way to meet people from across 
the spectrum of Oakland communities who support 
Ceasefire efforts. Meet inside First Mt. Sinai Church, 
1970 86th Ave. For info, call 510-606-5064.   

Sat. Oct. 15, 10:30am. Shabbat Service with Sharon 
Grodin and Beth Dickinson. As we read the poem that 
comprises parashat Haazinu (Deuteronomy 32), we can 

see the influence of the theology of the prophets on 
this chapter. Of course, the prophets were centuries 
after Moses, so this is a much later insert into the 
Torah with a very different way of seeing God. What 
was this theology and how does it connect to later 
Jewish spirituality and to our social activism today? We 
will especially look at Deuteronomy 32:37-40. Kiddush 
to follow. Bring a veggy potluck dish to share. Fireside 
Room. 

Sun., Oct. 16, 11am-1pm. Kehilla Neighborhood 
Brunches. 

Sun., Oct. 16, 5:30pm. Chai Mitzvah Group. Back 
classroom, main floor.   (See details, p. 11.)  

Mon., Oct. 17, 7-9pm. Community Discussion of Ballot 
Propositions and Local Measures.  Sponsored by the 
Economic Justice Committee, the Greening Committee 
and Anti-Death Penalty Action Group. Social Hall. (See 
article, p. 17.) 

Mon., Oct. 17, 6:30pm. "Elements of Magical Judaism" 
class. Taught by Jude Elfe & Jonathan Furst. Sanctuary.  
(See p. 12 for details.) 

Wed., Oct. 19, 7:50am Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room. (Enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview.)  Doors open at 7:50 a.m., 
short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30, 
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. 

Wed., Oct. 19, 7pm. Economic Justice Committee 
Meeting. Social Hall. 

Thurs., Oct. 20, 4-6pm. Kehilla School. Please enter 
through the kitchen door. 

Fri., Oct. 21, 6:30pm, Sukkot Shabbat Friday Evening 
Potluck in the Sukkah. Bring the whole family and join 
us for a Sukkot dinner in the Sukkah (and/or Social 
Hall). This is not a ritual-heavy event – our major 
purpose is to celebrate and be happy, which is the very 
purpose the Torah describes for the holiday. We’ll do a 
few blessings, then a potluck dinner, conversation, 
perhaps a chance for kids to make sukkah decorations, 
and then, as you choose to, do the ritual of blessing the 
lulav palm frond and shaking in blessing to all the 
world’s directions with Rabbi David. At Kehilla 
Remember: Bring a veggy potluck dish to share and be 
joyous. 

Sat., Oct. 22, 10:30am. Sukkot Shabbat with Special 
Procession.  Appropriate for everyone in the family. 
Join Rabbi David & Julie Nesnansky as we celebrate 
Sukkot with a joyous musical service and processions 
(“hakafot”) with lulav followed by Kiddush in the 
sukkah. Bring veggie finger food to share. 
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Mon. Oct. 24. Simchat Torah Celebration at Chochmat 
HaLev  2215 Prince St., Berkeley at Fulton. 
Join with all the Bay Area Renewal communities for a 
night of sacred and ecstastic dancing to live music and 
special Torah chanting to celebrate the conclusion of 
our High Holy Day journey.    
6:00pm  Special Kids Celebration with Jen Miriam and 
Alon Altman, dance and sing around the Torah with  
puppets, music and friends 
6:30pm Vegetarian potluck dinner 
7:00 pm Maariv, Dancing and Torah service with the 
Shirat HaLev Musicians 
9:30 pm- Kiddush and refreshments 
Donation:  Members of participating organizations: 
$15-10   General Public $20-15   Children: $5 

Tues., Oct. 25, 6:45pm. (Dinner at 6:15)  Board of 
Trustees Meeting. All are welcome. Fireside  Room. 

Wed., Oct. 26, 7:50am Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room. (Enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview.)  Doors open at 7:50 a.m., 
short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30, 
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. 

Wed., Oct. 26, 7pm. A Class in the Poetic Word. Taught 
by Lenore Weiss. Fireside Room. (See p. 12 for details.) 

Thurs., Oct. 27, 4-6pm.  Kehilla School. Please enter 
through the kitchen door. 

Thurs., Oct. 27, 6:30pm. "700 Benches: 
Experiencing Biblical Hebrew." Taught by Jenna Kemp. 
(See details on p. 10)  

Fri., Oct. 28, 6:30pm, Tot Shabbat. For children up to 5 
years old (or older if they enjoy it) and their grown-ups. 
Led by Jen Miriam Kantor, Alon Altman and Jen’s 
puppet friends. Please bring a vegetarian potluck dish. 
In the Social Hall. 

Sat., Oct 29, 10:30am.  Shabbat Service and Torah 
Study with Rabbi David and Beth Dickinson. Here we go 
again! We are starting the Torah anew from the first 
parasha of the Torah. We will be looking at the mythic 
Garden of Eden story and how it has been 
reinterpreted in traditional and modern midrash (such 
as by Lilith Magazine and John Steinbeck). During the 
service, rather than chanting the Torah we will study 

and discuss Chapter 3 of Genesis. Followed by Kiddush. 
Bring veggie finger food to share. 

Sat., Oct.29, 9am. 30th annual Harmony Walk/Run to 
End Homelessness in Richmond, hosted by the Greater 
Richmond Interfaith Program (GRIP). Check-in 9:30am. 
Walk begins 10:30am.The web address with a link to 
our team page & further details will be provided in the 
Kehilla weekly e-mails. You can walk or run for as 
much, or as little, a distance as you want.  And, there 
will be a festival in the park after the walk. (See 
announcement, p. 14.) 

Sun., Oct. 30, 2:30-5:00, (1) Nuts and Bolts Workshop 
for Parents & (2) Interactive Discussion with Shalom 
Bayit for Bar/Bat Mitzvah Students 
(1) is required for parents, (2) is highly recommended 
for Students 
   Parents who have previously gone through the 
program will be coming to and share their nuts and 
bolts experiences about planning for the whole year, 
including sharing details about how to keep things 
organized, as well as kiddush and party planning. 
Simultaneously, Zephira Derblich-Milea from Shalom 
Bayit will be presenting her award-winning workshop, 
“Love Shouldn’t Hurt.” www.shalom-bayit.org/teen 
In this workshop, students will have the opportunity to 
learn and discuss about how to build and maintain 
healthy relationships.    
For questions or to request childcare for BBM related 
activities, contact sandra@kehillasynagogue.org.  

Mon., Oct. 31, 6:30-9:30pm. "Elements of Magical 
Judaism" class. Taught by Jude Elfe & Jonathan Furst. 
Sanctuary.  (See p. 12 for details.) 

Sat., Nov. 5, 6:45pm. Annual Harvest Dinner of the 
Faith Trio (Kehilla, Islamic Cultural Center, Montclair 
Presbyterian). Come early at 6:15 if you would like to 
be present at the Muslim evening prayer. Followed by 
multi-faith blessings before dinner. Designated potluck: 
Kehilla members bring veggy salads (fish okay). 
Muslims, Jews and Christians eating together and an 
opportunity to discuss the subject of the evening: 
Solidarity: A Spiritual Necessity. At the Islamic Cultural 
Center, 1433 Madison Street, Oakland. 
 

 
  

http://www.shalom-bayit.org/teen
mailto:sandra@kehillasynagogue.org.
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Kehilla Community Synagogue 
Please use the following number for all staff:  (510) 547-2424 

Co-Rabbi, David J. Cooper 
Rabbidavid@kehillasynagogue.org 

Co-Rabbi, Dev Noily  
RabbiDev@kehillasynagogue.org 

Executive Director,  Michael Saxe-Taller 
Michael@kehillasynagogue.org 

Managing Director, Beth Bittle 
Beth@kehillasynagogue.org 

Hazzan Shulamit Wise Fairman 
Shulamit@kehillasynagogue.org 

Bar/Bat Mitvzah Program Director, Sandra Razieli 
Sandra@kehillasynagogue.org 

Founding Rabbi, Burt Jacobson   (510) 283-5704 
RabBurt@earthlink.net 
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Communications Coordinator,  
Sasha Gottfried 
Sasha@kehillasynagogue.org 

Youth Programs Coordinator,  
Natalie Boskin  
Natalie@kehillasynagogue.org 

Bookkeeper, Molly Melamed 
Molly@kehillasynagogue.org 

Events Line: 

Fax: (510) 547-2442 

Chevra Kadisha: 
Jane Hoberman: 510-843-6047 

Committee Against Abuse: 
Steven Falk: 510-339-0517 

Spiritual Life Practices Committee Chair:  
Shoshana Finacom 
Spirituallife@kehillasynagogue.org 
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              High Holy Days 5777/2016 
                     Seeking Shelter in the Days of Awe:  
            Immigrants and Refugees, Longing and Home 
                                                    by Rabbi Dev Noily 

     In March of this year a 
group of Kehilla members 
working on immigration 
issues called a meeting to 
connect people in our 
community who are involved 

in all kinds of work and service with immigrants and 
refugees, and the laws and policies affecting them. 
    Here are some of the ways people who came to the 
meeting are engaged: 

 Working with Nueva Esperanza to form 
accompaniment teams who provide direct 
support to newly arrived Central American 
immigrants; 

 Supporting LGBT refugees through the Jewish 
Family and Community Services of the East 
Bay LGBT refugee resettlement program ; 

 Working with Jewish Voice for Peace doing 
neighborhood canvassing focused on 
welcoming refugees and ending Muslim 
profiling; 

 Participating in monthly vigils at the ICE West 
County Detention Facility to support 
immigrant detainees and their families; 

 Exploring Kehilla's potential to be a sanctuary 
synagogue for those who face deportation; 

 Providing legal or counseling services to 
immigrants; 

 Providing direct or financial support for Syrian 
and other refugees in Europe, through the 
Hebrew Immigrant Aid Society (HIAS) and 
other agencies; 

 Working with the East Bay Interfaith 
Immigration Coalition; 

 Providing support to Syrian refugees coming 
to the U.S. 

    I left that meeting inspired and moved by the 
incredible energy among people in the Kehilla 
community.  There are so many ways that so many 
people are supporting immigrants and refugees, 

fighting against deportations and human rights 
abuses, and advocating for policy changes that reflect 
our commitment to welcome people who are fleeing 
war, persecution and social and economic turmoil.   
    One thing that came up at the meeting was the 
need to let more people know about the work that’s 
happening, and to help more people join in.  How 
could we get word out about where contributions are 
needed and how people contribute—whether 
someone has an occasional few hours or dollars to 
give, or has housing to share, or can offer an ongoing 
gift of time? 
    When the Spiritual Leadership team (Rabbi David, 
Hazzan Shulamit, Avi Rose, Rabbi Burt, Howard 
Hamburger, Sandra Razieli, Sharon Grodin and myself) 
met to consider our theme for this year’s High Holy 
Days, “immigrants and refugees” emerged as a 
compelling choice.  We saw at least a trio of 
interconnected reasons to dig into this ground:  (1) the 
urgent humanitarian and justice issues underlying the 
unprecedented migration underway, (2) the energy 
already flowing in Kehilla to address the crises, and (3) 
the potential for our coming together for High Holy 
Days to help more people respond to the crises.  
    One more reason to let ourselves be guided by this 
theme is its profoundly rich spiritual terrain.  
Experiences of seeking refuge, migrating, yearning for 
home and offering harbor and kindness to those 
fleeing from danger open up the big questions that all 
of us sometimes face in moments of stillness.  What is 
the sense of disorientation, separateness or apartness 
that we sometimes feel? How do we come to be at 
home in the world and in ourselves? What is our 
longing for connection and at-one-ment—where does 
it come from, and where can it lead us? What are our 
personal and communal histories of migration and 
how do they shape us? How can we move toward 
harmony and balance between our unique individual 
experience and our shared connection to all that is? 

[continued on p. 19]
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Renew Your Membership Now! 
    Kehilla members in good standing will automatically 

receive complimentary admission to High Holy Day 
services when you renew your membership for 2015-16.  

Your admission to High Holy Day services will be your 
name at the door, along with your name tag.  

    To renew your membership, please visit our website at 
www.KehillaSynagogue.org.     

 

Discounts 
On First-Time Membership 

    We are offering a discount on membership dues 
through December 1, 2016. Dues are $200 for Adults 
under 30, and $660 for Adults 30 and over, and will 
include tickets to all High Holy Day services. Conversely, 
any payment made for High Holy Day tickets can be 
applied to the cost of membership. Payment plans can be 
arranged. 

   Visit the website at www.KehillaSynagogue.org and 
click on “JOIN” for more information, or  contact Sasha at 
(510) 547-2424 x100 or Sasha@KehillaSynagogue.org.   

 

 

High Holy Day Tickets  
for the General Public 

Tickets to services  for the general public can be 
ordered on the website at 

http://kehillasynagogue.org/highholydays/  

Tickets will also be available 
 for purchase at the door. 

High Holy Days Schedule 
The Bird of Many Colors:  

A Pre-Holy Days Ingathering 
Saturday, September 24  

Social hour at 7:15, Program at 8pm 

Erev Rosh Hashanah at Scottish Rite Center  
Sunday, October 2, 6:30pm  

Rosh Hashanah at Scottish Rite Center  
Monday, October 3, 9:30am  

Rosh Hashanah Family & Youth Service 
 at Scottish Rite Center 
Monday, October 3, 10am 

Rosh Hashanah Toddler Services 
at Scottish Rite Center 

Monday, October 3, 10:15am 

Second Day Rosh Hashanah at Kehilla  
Tuesday, October 4, 9:30am 

Shabbat Shuvah at Kehilla 
Saturday, October 8, 10:30am 

Kol Nidre at Scottish Rite Center 
 Tuesday, October 11, 6:30pm  

Kol Nidre Family Service at Kehilla  
Tuesday, October 11, 6:30pm 

Kol Nidre Toddler Service at Kehilla  
Tuesday, October 11, 6:30pm 

Yom Kippur Day at Scottish Rite Center  
Wednesday, October 12, 9:30am  

Yom Kippur Youth Service for 6th-8th Graders 
at Scottish Rite Center 

Wednesday, October 12, 10am 

Yom Kippur Afternoon/Evening at Kehilla 
Wednesday, October 12 

2:00-4:30pm: Drop off potluck offerings* 
2:30-3:30pm: Workshops 

 4:30pm: Yizkor (Remembrance) 
5:15pm: Rabbi Burt Teaching, Healing Service & Dukhanen  

6:30pm: Ne’ila (Closing the Gates) 
8pm: Community Potluck Break-fast 

*Please bring a vegetarian main dish to share. Food can be 
dropped off at Kehilla between 2:00 & 4:30pm or at 7:45pm 

 

 

KKeehhiillllaa  HHiigghh  HHoollyy  DDaayyss  
22001166//55777777 

http://www.KehillaSynagogue.org.
http://www.KehillaSynagogue.org
mailto:Sasha@KehillaSynagogue.org.
http://kehillasynagogue.org/highholydays/
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Executively Speaking  
A New Year: Looking Ahead 

                                         by Michael Saxe-Taller, Executive Director 
      

       It is again that time of the Jewish 
cycle when we reflect on the past year    
and imagine the one that is coming.   
     This year, my first full Jewish year at 
Kehilla, was filled with important 

moments and solid growth for us as a congregation. We 
finished the year a stronger, more cohesive community. 
We have increased our membership, solidified our 
finances, updated our technology, prepared for an 
upcoming rabbinic transition and developed even more 
committed congregant leaders (for specifics, see my June 
Kol Kehilla article at http://kehillasynagogue.org/oh-
what-a-year/. I think we can be proud of all that we did 
to strengthen our community and to make constructive 
change in the communities around us. 
     I am jazzed for the year that is coming up. We enter 
the year planted on firm ground,  prepared to face the 
next important set of challenges for us as a community. I 
think these include: 
     Caring for our building – Our physical home is in need 
of some significant repair. In addition, we want our 
building to be more accessible and more welcoming to 
our own community and to those who join us.  
     Completing our Rabbinic transition – Rabbis David and 
Dev will be serving as Co-Rabbis for this year until the  

 
next stage of the transition occurs in July 2017. We will 
have many chances to appreciate Rabbi David for his 
years of work and to prepare for Rabbi Dev’s step into 
the senior rabbinic role. We will also be searching for a 
dynamic new Director of Kehilla School to join our Kehilla 
leadership team.  
     Addressing the issues of a growing community – 
Kehilla grew by 25 member households in the past year 
and we have reason to think that we will continue to 
grow this year as well. We will need to put attention to 
welcoming our new members, as well as to how we 
maintain our intimacy and individual care while we grow. 
     Thinking about our next 5-10 years – As our present 
day situation has become stable, we now have the 
opportunity to image our future as a congregation and to 
strategize and prioritize the steps that will get us there.    
The Kehilla Board and many of our other committees will 
have opportunities to do this kind of thinking. 
     I am excited for the opportunity to engage with you 
this year on these issues and on the many other aspects 
of Kehilla life.  
     May we all have a sweet year of working, building, 
growing and celebrating together as a community. 
L’Shana Tova

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

It's Membership Renewal Time! 

    It is time again for you to renew your annual Kehilla dues pledge. 

     We are excited to have a new membership renewal and registration process, a result of another one of our 
year’s major accomplishments - a new, upgraded database. We now have one form that is used for membership 
renewals, new memberships and religious school registrations. The form will combine all fees and allow you to 
set up a payment plan. We will also be able to automatically update your contact information into the database.  

     We strongly encourage everyone to renew their membership electronically. If you need a paper registration 
form, please contact Sasha Gottfried at 510-547-2424 x100 or Sasha@kehillasynagogue.org  

     You have recently received a letter and a couple of emails outlining the renewal/registration process. You can 
access the renewal/registration form by going to the to the Kehilla website or to the link in the renewal emails.  

     We deeply appreciate your membership in this community and look forward to another year together! 

  

http://kehillasynagogue.org/oh-
mailto:Sasha@kehillasynagogue.org
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Chai Elul Shabbat & 
New Member Welcome 

Saturday, September 10, 10am 

      Join our “Bima Team” for a spirited, musical service as 
we immerse in the month of Elul and prepare for the High 
Holy Days. Our newest members will receive a special 
honor during the Torah service, and we’ll kick off the 
morning with Ketzev Kehilla, our prayerful percussion 
orchestra. Come one, come all! Children most welcome! 
Vegetarian potluck luncheon to follow. Please bring a 
vegetarian dish to share.  Kiddush also sponsored by Ruth 
Goldstone & James Eder in honor of Ruth's mother Merle 
S. Goldstone's yartzheit. 

 

Solar Lights for Gaza Fundraiser & 
 Pre-Shabbat Potluck 

Friday, September 16, 5:30pm 
     This is a special pre-Shabbat Service gathering and 
potluck meal organized by Kehilla’s Greening Committee 
and Middle East Peace Committee. The purpose is to raise 
tzedakah for Rebuilding Alliance’s project to provide solar 
lights for the residents of Gaza where electricity is often 
available for only four or five hours in a day. This is 
especially needed by children who would otherwise study 
at night by hazardous candle or kerosene light. Guest 
speaker: Donna Baranski-Walker, founder of Rebuilding 
Alliance. We will have a Potluck Dinner in the Social Hall 
starting at 6:00.  Please bring a vegetarian or fish dish to 
share.  Followed by Kabbalat Shabbat Service at 7:30. (See 
article, p. 8.) 

 

Elul Shabbat Service with  
the Chevra Kadisha 

Saturday, September 17, 10:30am 

     Led by Rabbi David, Hazzan Shulamit, and Julie 
Nesnansky. Celebrating the completion of our “Sh’mira 
Readings Project.” Sh’mira is the ritual of staying with the 
body of the deceased in the period preceding the funeral 
during which the shomer (“guardian”) traditionally reads 
from the book of psalms. For our members, when they do 
Sh’mira, Kehilla’s Chevra Kadisha has assembled readings 
from innovative and interpretive translations of the psalms, 
some of which we will read at this service. We will have a 
short Torah reading that morning with one aliyah. 
Deuteronomy 22:6-12. If you want to chant this, email 
Rabbi David.  In the Fireside Room. Kiddush sponsored by 
the Chevra Kadisha. 

A Community Forum on the  
Movement for Black Lives Platform 

Study & Conversation 
Sunday September 18, 3:30 – 7:00pm 

     Join us as we come together to study the 
platform as a community and to listen deeply to 
what the Movement’s leaders are saying. Rabbi 
David, Rabbi Dev, Hazzan Shulamit, and Rabbi Burt 
have endorsed the Movement for Black Lives 
Platform as individuals.  We invite you to read the 
entire platform, either ahead of time or at the 
Forum.   
    Our intention is to create a community forum 
that centers the Platform’s demands for racial and 
economic justice, while making space for the 
complex emotional responses that may arise for us 
in relationship to Jewish identity, racial identity and 
all the aspects of ourselves that make each of us 
who we are. 
    ( See article on p. 9 for details.)  

Kehilla High Holy Days Art Reception 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Saturday, September 17, 3:30-6:30pm 

     Kehilla is honored to present a group show 
reflecting this year’s High Holy Days theme of 
Immigrants. Refugees. Longing. Home. For the first 
time, Kehilla will be using art to deepen our 
individual and collective connection to the High Holy 
Days. 
     Over 20 Kehilla members have contributed more 
than 30 pieces, including sketches, paintings, mixed 
media, ceramics, photos, and narrative. The work is 
both beautiful and powerful. We invite you to join us 
at the artists’ reception.  Thanks to the talent and 
generosity of our congregation, art will be displayed 
not only in the Fireside Room but throughout the 
synagogue. Light refreshments will be served. We 
look forward to seeing you there! 
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A Gym for Writers 
     Have you always wanted to explore writing and 
other writers, but need a supportive environment 
to get the ink going? Here's an open invitation for 
all those who'd like to discuss forming a Jewish-
based writing group. 
     The possibilities might include — a place where 
we can generate new writing based on prompts 
and other self-starters, exchange information 
about our favorite Jewish writers and poets, read 
together, or something else.  
      If interested, please contact Lenore Weiss at 
webcontentlw@gmail.com  with "Gym for 
Writers"  in the subject line.   

Yoga for Renewal: 
Rooted in Jewish Mystical Teachings 

with Julie Emden of Jewish LearningWorks 

 

Sunday, September 18, 2:00-4:00pm 

     Integrate, mind, body, heart and spirit. Enhance 
your practices for living in balance and wellness with 
this gentle, grounded Iyengar-based yoga and 
movement practice infused with themes of 
realignment and renewal for the Jewish New Year. 

     Location:  4th Street Yoga, 1809 4th St., Berkeley 
     Cost:  $25.   Register: yogasept20.eventbrite.com 

     Co-sponsored by 4th Street Yoga, Chochmat HaLev, 
Congregation Netivot Shalom, Kehilla Community 

Synagogue, Temple Sinai Oakland. 

     Contact: jemden@jewishlearningworks.org 
About Julie Emden:  Julie directs the Embodied Jewish 
Learning Initiative at Jewish LearningWorks. A graduate of 
five fellowship and certification programs related to her 
work as a Jewish Educator and as a Yoga, Movement and 
Dance Instructor, Julie holds a BA from the University of 
Michigan. She holds teaching certifications in Iyengar-
based yoga from the Yoga Room in Berkeley, in Yoga and 
Jewish Spirituality from Elat Chayyim Center for Jewish 
Spirituality, and in Movement-based Expressive Arts from 
Tamalpa Institute.  

 “We Are the Bridge” Exhibit Reception 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Sunday, September 18, 1- 3 pm 
     This exhibit showcases works by artists of multiple 
faith traditions, and is sponsored by the Faith Trio 
(Kehilla, Islamic Cultural Center, and Montclair 
Presbyterian).  It includes a large selection from the 
May 2015 interfaith exhibition held at the Islamic 
Cultural Center of Northern California. Kehilla artists 
Tamar Raine, Susan Freundlich and Lea Delson are 
represented in this exhibit, along with many other 
wonderful artists.  Free Reception with Music. 

 At Osher Marin JCC  
 200 North San Pedro Rd. San Rafael 

 
Mission Dolores Window by Lea Delson 

 

The Bird of Many Colors: 
A Pre-Holy Days Ingathering 

Saturday, September 24 
Shmooze: 7:15pm  Program: 8pm 

     Gather with us one week before Rosh Hashanah, as 
we turn together toward the Days of Awe. This year, 
rather than observing Selichot with a service, all are 
welcome to an evening of community, music, stories, 
meditation and reflection.  

      Join us in the social hall for a little nosh and 
socializing, followed by a program led by the Kehilla 
spiritual leadership and musical prayer leaders, as we 
focus our awareness and maybe set some intention for 
our experience of the holy days.   If you are new to 
Kehilla, or to Kehilla’s observance of the High Holydays, 
this evening is a lovely way to begin the experience.  If 
you’re accustomed to the Selichot services of the last 
few years, you’ll find a similar opportunity in this 
program for settling into intention and reflection. 

 

mailto:webcontentlw@gmail.com
mailto:jemden@jewishlearningworks.org
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"Mrs. Reiff And The Counterfeit Shop" 
by Stephanie Anne Johnson 

A Staged Play Reading 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Sunday, September 25, 5pm 

     We are delighted to present a staged reading of 
Stephanie Anne Johnson’s newest play. This 
autobiographical portrait begins when teenaged 
Stephanie looks into the window of an art store in 
Englewood, New Jersey. 
      Welcomed by Mrs. Reiff, the owner of the 
Counterfeit Shop, they develop a decades long 
friendship which transcends age, culture, race, and 
religion. There are flashbacks to highlight this 
historical moment on the East Coast when Black 
people and Jewish people shared common cause in 
the quest for social justice. A surprising cultural 
intersection is revealed at the end of the play. 
      Susan Felix, Bruce Bierman, and Stephanie Anne 
Johnson will be the readers. Bruce Bierman will lead 
participants in Jewish dance before an open 
discussion of this play in development.   
     People of all ages are welcome to attend this 
event.  Admission is free. Donations for the actors 
and technician will be gratefully accepted. 

In the Sanctuary 

 

Sukkot Shabbat: 
Friday Evening Potluck in the Sukkah 

 
Friday, October 21, 6:30pm 

    Bring the whole family and join us for a Sukkot 
dinner in the Sukkah (and/or Social Hall). This is not a 
ritual-heavy event – our major purpose is to 
celebrate and be happy which is the very purpose 
the Torah describes for the holiday. We’ll do a few 
blessings, then a potluck dinner, conversation, 
perhaps a chance for kids to make sukkah 
decorations, and then, as you choose to, do the ritual 
of blessing the lulav palm frond and shaking in 
blessing to all the world’s directions with Rabbi 
David.   Remember: Bring a veggie potluck dish to 
share and be joyous! (Fish okay, but no shellfish, 
please.) 

 

Annual Harvest Dinner of the Faith Trio 
“Solidarity: A Spiritual Necessity”  

 

 
Saturday evening, November 5 

 
6:15 Come early if you would like to be present at the 
Muslim evening service 
6:45 Multi-Faith Blessings, Potluck Dinner (see below) 
and Conversation 
 
     The Faith Trio is an alliance of Kehilla Community 
Synagogue, Islamic Cultural Center of Northern 
California, and Montclair Presbyterian Church. Every 
year we hold an autumn gathering. Often we have a 
theme for discussion at the tables. The opening 
question this year: “What is your earliest memory of an 
experience where you met someone from another 
religious background?” Our discussions will focus on 
the spiritual necessity for interfaith solidarity.  
Designated potluck: Kehilla members bring veggy 
salads (fish okay). 

At the Islamic Cultural Center of Northern California 
1433 Madison Street, Oakland near 14th Street 
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Kehilla Neighborhood Brunches Return! 
Sunday, October 16, 11:00am-1:00pm

If you have ever wanted to find out more about the 
Kehilla members in your neighborhood and to make 
connections in your local village - come to a Kehilla 
Neighborhood Brunch!   This year our brunch is on the 
day of the first evening of Sukkot. 

WHERE: We expect to have hosts for Berkeley, 
Richmond, South Oakland and the 
Rockridge/Temescal/Grand Lake/Piedmont area of 
Oakland. WHAT: The hosts will provide juice, coffee 
and tea.   

Guests are asked to bring vegetarian brunch items to 
share. 

Save the Date and look for further announcements in 
the weekly emails or call the office!  We hope to see 
you there!  If you are willing to volunteer your home, 
please email chesed@kehillasynagogue.org.  Your offer 
will be much appreciated. 

Shalom, 
The Chesed Committee 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Erev Simchat Torah Celebration!  
Monday, October 24 

 

 

 

 

at Chochmat HaLev   
2215 Prince St., Berkeley at Fulton. 

Join with all the Bay Area Renewal communities for 
a night of sacred and ecstastic dancing to live 
music and special Torah chanting to celebrate the 
conclusion of our High Holy Day journey.    

6:00pm  Special Kids Celebration with Jen Miriam 
and Alon Altman, dance and sing around the Torah 
with  puppets, music and friends 

6:30pm Vegetarian potluck dinner 

7:00 pm Maariv, Dancing and Torah service with 
the Shirat HaLev Musicians 

9:30 pm- Kiddush and refreshments 

Donation:  Members of participating organizations: 
$15-10   General Public $20-15   Children: $5 

Save the Date! 

The Buddha & The Ba’al Shem Tov 
With Zoketsu Norman Fischer, Rabbi Burt Jacobson &  

Rabbi Dev Noily  
Come celebrate Rabbi Burt's 80th Birthday! 

Saturday Evening, November 19, 7:30pm 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

   Our own visionary teacher Rabbi Burt and noted poet, 
meditation teacher and Zen Buddhist priest, Norman 
Fischer will be in dialogue, moderated by Rabbi Dev. They 
will explore parallels in the teaching and lives of the 
Buddha and the Ba’al Shem Tov, two enlightened teachers 
who saw the Divine everywhere, and taught the spiritual 
values of mystery, compassion, love and joy. 

   Come and celebrate Rabbi Burt’s 80th birthday and 50th 
year in the rabbinate! The dialogue will be followed by 
delectable desserts and drinks in the Social Hall. 

   PLEASE NOTE – We will be celebrating Rabbi Burt’s 80th 
throughout Shabbat on November 18 & 19.  We will have 
Kabbalat Shabbat services and oneg on Friday night, and 
special Shabbat morning services and lunch on Saturday. 

Sanctuary 
 

 

 

 

mailto:chesed@kehillasynagogue.org.
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Book Discussion Group 
All Kehilla members are welcome to join us for our customary meetings on the second Monday of the month at 7pm in 
the Fireside Room. These books are from the San Francisco Jewiish Community Library and there might be copies to 
borrow. 

Monday, September 12, 7pm 
The Fixer by Bernard Malamud 

     The Fixer (1966) is Bernard Malamud's best-known 
and most acclaimed novel -- one that makes manifest his 
roots in Russian fiction, especially that of Isaac Babel.  
Set in Kiev in 1911 during a period of heightened anti-
Semitism, the novel tells the story of Yakov Bok, a Jewish 
handyman blamed for the brutal murder of a young 
Russian boy. Bok leaves his village to try his luck in Kiev, 
and after denying his Jewish identity, finds himself 
working for a member of the anti-Semitic Black 
Hundreds Society. When the boy is found nearly drained 
of blood in a cave, the Black Hundreds accuse the Jews of 
ritual murder. Arrested and imprisoned, Bok refuses to 
confess to a crime that he did not commit. 
 

 

Monday, October 10, 7pm 
Mystics of Mile End by Sigal Samuel 

     Sigal Samuel’s debut novel, in the vein of Nicole 
Krauss’s bestselling The History of Love, is an imaginative 
story that delves into the heart of Jewish mysticism, 
faith, and family. In the half-Hasidic, half-hipster 
Montreal neighborhood of Mile End, eleven-year-old Lev 
Meyer is discovering that there may be a place for 
Judaism in his life. As he learns about science in his day 
school, Lev begins his own extracurricular study of the 
Bible’s Tree of Knowledge with neighbor Mr. Katz, who is 
building his own Tree out of trash. Meanwhile his sister 
Samara is secretly studying for her Bat Mitzvah with 
next-door neighbor and Holocaust survivor, Mr. 
Glassman. All the while his father, David, a professor of 
Jewish mysticism, is a non-believer. 

 
Solar Lights for Gaza Fundraiser & 

 Pre-Shabbat Potluck 
Please join Kehilla’s Greening and Middle East Peace Committees for a potluck dinner on  

September 16 at 5:30pm and fundraiser to support the children of Gaza. 

         Gaza is still recovering from fifty-one days of 
bombing in 2014. Electricity, water, and sewage systems 
are all still very fragile, and more than 17,000 people are 
still in temporary housing. Families there are affected 
daily by rolling black-outs. Far too often electricity is 
only available for 4 hours per day. Children must do 
their homework by dangerous kerosene lamps or 
candlelight. For the last year, the Rebuilding Alliance, a 
local non-profit organization, has been fundraising and 
shpping solar powered lights to Non-Governmental 
Organizations in Gaza. Our goal is to help raise funds to 
help them send the next pallet of 1,920 solar-powered 
lights to Gaza's children. 
     Our speaker for the evening will be Donna Baranski-
Walker, founder and Executive Director of Rebuilding 
Alliance, who was in Gaza in April to distribute the first 
pallet of solar lights. Rebuilding Alliance is working with 
Palestinian Non-Governmental Organizations in Gaza to 
distribute the solar lights to children and families in 
need. Donna will explain how Rebuilding Alliance is able 
to send the solar-powered lights through the blockade 
following pre-clearance by both Palestinian and Israeli 
Customs. She also will tell us about their NGO partners 
and some of the families she visited in Gaza. This will be 

a rare opportunity to hear directly from someone who 
has spent time in Gaza supporting children and families.  
     Rebuilding Alliance has already delivered three pallets 
of solar lights so children in Gaza can safely study and 
spend time with their families. There are 700,000 
children in Gaza.  Please join us on Sept. 16th to help 
Rebuilding Alliance send more Luci Lights to Gaza's 
children. 
     We will have a Potluck Dinner in the Social Hall 
starting at 5:30. Please bring a vegetarian or fish dish to 
share.  
     And please join us after dinner and the presentation 
for a spirited, musical Kabbalat Shabbat service to sing, 
meditate, dance, and rest in the joy and peace of 
Shabbat. Led by Hazzan Shulamit and Julie Nesnansky. 
     We hope you can join us on September 16 to hear first 
hand from our guest about her experience personally 
delivering solar lights to Gaza. But if you can’t make it, 
please make a donation to this great project!  
     You can donate at this link: 
https://commitchange.com/ca/burlingame-
94010/rebuilding-alliance/events/kehilla-for-gazas-
children 

https://commitchange.com/ca/burlingame-
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You’re Invited: 
A Community Forum on the Movement for Black Lives Platform: 

Study & Conversation 

Sunday September 18, 3:30 – 7:00pm 
by Rabbi Dev Noily 

     In early August the Movement for Black Lives 
Platform was published.  Organizers described their 
project this way: 

In response to the sustained and increasingly visible 
violence against Black communities in the U.S. and 
globally, a collective of more than 50 organizations 
representing thousands of Black people from across 
the country have come together with renewed 
energy and purpose to articulate a common vision 
and agenda. 
Our resistance and rebellion are not new, but like 
other times in history have come to a critical mass, 
and the bravery of those in Ferguson and across 
the country captured the attention of the world. A 
year ago, over 2,000 of us gathered in Cleveland to 
reflect on the state of our movement for liberation 
and celebrate our people, both those who have 
fallen and those who have survived. It was there 
that we began the process of uniting to articulate a 
shared vision of the world we want to live in. 

     The Platform articulates that sweeping and radical 
vision for racial and economic justice. It addresses 
reparations, education, healthcare, housing, policing, 
militarization (domestic and foreign), incarceration, 
criminalization, community control, and other aspects 
of U.S. society and policy that impact Black lives. 
     We’re excited to come together to study the 
platform as a community and to listen deeply to what 
the Movement’s leaders are saying. Rabbi David, 
Hazzan Shulamit, Rabbi Burt and I have endorsed the 
Movement for Black Lives Platform as individuals.  As I 
read the Platform I felt the tectonic plates of racial 
injustice in our country begin to shift.  In the profound 
language of the background pieces I could hear more 
of the stories of Black lives, deepening my awareness 
of the differences between my experience as White 
person and the experiences of so many Black people I 

live alongside.   I heard the Platform as a call to listen 
to Black voices, as a call to compassion, and as a call to 
join more fully in the M4BL struggle to root out the 
injustice that continues to rot the core of our country.  
This feels like an extraordinary historic moment to me, 
and I feel humbled and grateful for the Movement for 
Black Lives as path to justice for all of us. 
     We’d like Kehilla to consider endorsing the Platform 
as an organization as well. This Forum will be our first 
communal conversation about the Platform, and will 
help us to discern the next steps in this process.   
     The primary focus of our learning and 
conversations will be the current and historic 
experiences of Black people in the U.S., and the ways 
that White supremacy has operated, and continues to 
operate in our society and in our souls. 
     We invite you to read the entire platform, either 
ahead of time or at the September 18 Community 
Forum.  The first part of the afternoon will be devoted 
to studying the Platform.  You will find links to a 
summary of the Platform, and to the deeper analysis 
of each of its six parts on our website at this link: 
http://kehillasynagogue.org/event/a-community-
forum-on-the-movement-for-black-lives-platform-
study-conversation/  
     After doing text study with the Platform we’ll have 
a break and a nosh/snack.  The second half of the 
afternoon will be a compassionate listening-style 
session, where people gather in facilitated small 
groups to share their responses, reactions to and 
questions about the platform.  We will have at least 
one small group for People of Color.  We’ll end with 
everyone coming together to share highlights from the 
small group conversations.  You may come for the 
whole time, or just the first half, or just the second 
half.   [continued on p. 13.]

 

http://kehillasynagogue.org/event/a-community-
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New Adult Education Classes Fall 2016 

To Register for Classes: You can register and pay online at www.KehillaSynagogue.org (click on the 
"LEARN" link and then click on Adult Education), or send check payable to Kehilla to Kehilla, 

 1300 Grand Ave., Piedmont, CA 94610.  

 
 
“700 Benches: Experiencing Biblical Hebrew” 
Class 
Begins September 8, 6:30pm 
Taught by Jenna Kemp 
Have you ever wanted to read and understand Torah 
Hebrew? As a first phase in the launch of Kehilla’s new 
“700 Benches” beit-midrash program,  Kehilla is 
offering  a class designed to be an immersive 
experience in the language and structure of biblical 
Hebrew. What do we mean by “immersive?" Think of 
once a week jumping into the deep end of the pool—
with water wings as needed, swim buddies, and a 
lifeguard. 
This class is a multi-level beit-midrash in which 
students will learn the grammar that will allow them 
to begin reading biblical Hebrew without an English 
translation. Working primarily in chevrutah (pairs, 
small groups), we will learn grammar together, while 
simultaneously reading biblical narrative in Hebrew. 
People at all levels of Hebrew abilities are encouraged 
to join. Students will be expected to do some 
homework and memorization, but the emphasis is on 
concepts and resources that will allow you to begin to 
“swim” on your own! 
If you are interested in the class, but need some work 
on your aleph-bet, you will find resources to help get 
you up to speed on our website at this link: 
http://kehillasynagogue.org/online-hebrewbiblical-
text-resources/ 
Prerequisite: Aleph-bet and Vowels 
Dates:  Thursdays, Sept. 8- Sept. 29, Oct. 27, Nov. 3 (A 
six-session series) 
Time: 6:30-8:30pm 
Cost: $150 Kehilla members, $180 General Public.  No 
one turned away for lack of ability to pay the full 
amount. If you are unable to pay the full amount, 
please contact sjgrodin@comcast.net. 
Questions? Contact Jenna Stover-Kemp at 
jennakemp25@gmail.com or Sharon Grodin at 
sjgrodin@comcast.net. No one is turned away for lack 
of funds; please discuss this with us. 

 
 

 
 
Conversion Group  
Begins September 12, 7:30pm 
Led by Rabbi Dev Noily and Sharon Grodin 

 Kehilla’s conversion group is the communal portion of 
a process of individual inquiry that each participant 
anticipates will lead to adopting Judaism.  Kehilla’s 
spiritual leaders Rabbi Dev and Sharon Grodin are 
available to guide participants in their reading, 
selection of classes, and experiences that inform their 
education toward discernment about this decision. 
 The group is not an “introduction to Judaism” class, 
but rather a forum where participants reflect on and 
share insights about the studies and experiences each 
is undertaking within Kehilla and elsewhere.  The 
group meets once a month for 1-1/2 hours, which 
typically includes some learning together and 
responding to each others’ questions. Because this 
group is intended to support conversion in the 
context of Kehilla community, after the first two 
sessions, participants are expected to decide whether 
Kehilla is a good fit for them; if so, participants will be 
come members, and if not, participants will be 
supported in finding an alternative for their 
conversion studies. 
If you are interested in this group, please contact 
Sharon Grodin at sjgrodin@comcast.net.  
Dates:  Mondays, Sept. 12, Nov. 14, Dec. 12  
Cost: No charge (but see above about membership).  
Led by Rabbi Dev and Sharon Grodin. 
Location: Sanctuary/Buber Room 

 

http://www.KehillaSynagogue.org
http://kehillasynagogue.org/online-hebrewbiblical-
mailto:sjgrodin@comcast.net.
mailto:jennakemp25@gmail.com
mailto:sjgrodin@comcast.net.
mailto:sjgrodin@comcast.net.
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Adult Education (continued) 
 
"Drumming As Prayer" Class 
A Two-Class Series: September 18 & September 21 
Taught by Debbie Fier, Kehilla Musical Prayer Leader & 
“Heartbeat of the Service"  
     Drumming is an active form of meditation. It 
provides a wonderful way to be present, express 
yourself and learn how to drum with a group in sacred 
community space. At Kehilla, we are creating an 
intergenerational drum group, called Ketzev Kehilla, 
(the Beats of Kehilla), and we have been learning 
some of the rhythms for the Kehilla melodies and also 
drumming at our Chai Shabbat services. 
     This is a two-class series. It can be taken as a series 
or as individual classes. (However, if you want to 
drum at High Holy Days services, you must come to 
both classes.) 
       Those who wish to will have the opportunity to 
drum for our High Holy Days services at the Scottish 
Rite Center in Oakland. Participants who want to join 
us in drumming need to commit to coming to both 
classes of the series (exceptions may be made IF you 
have taken previous ‘Drumming as Prayer’ classes with 
Debbie. In those cases you must come to at least 1 
class). If you have taken this class before, and enjoy 
drumming in our Kehilla circle, please come to the 
class!  We will always learn new rhythms, practice new 
exercises and continue building on what we have 
previously done. 
     All ages and all levels welcome!  Please bring a 
drum if you have one.  If you need a drum for the 
class, please email Sasha@kehillasynagogue.org and 
we will do our best to provide one. Hand percussion 
(shakers, claves, etc.) will be provided. 
     Dates: Sunday, Sept 18 - 4-5:30 and Wednesday,  
Sept 21, 7-8:30 in the Fireside Room.  
    Cost:  2-class series: $36 members/ $46 non-
members; Individual class: $20 members/ $25 non-
members 
    Location: Fireside Room 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Chai Mitzvah Group Forming: “A Jewish Year” 
Begins Sunday, October 16, 5:30pm 

In response to many requests for a more structured, 
group-based program for exploring Judaism, Kehilla is 
offering a Chai Mitzvah group beginning in October.  
What is “Chai Mitzvah,” you ask?  It’s a curriculum and 
structure created by a Jewish-multidenominational 
(including Renewal) group of rabbis and educators, 
designed to support group study and a period of 
committed personal exploration.  No prior experience 
with Judaism or Hebrew is required.  Here’s what the 
creators have to say about it: 

“Chai Mitzvah is a unique adult engagement program 
that encourages an integrated, experiential approach 
to Jewish life through five simple components. Each 
participant:  

1. Attends monthly group learning with a set 
curriculum provided by Chai Mitzvah.  

2. Chooses an independent study topic for the year.  

3. Chooses a ritual/spiritual practice to take on for the 
year.  

4. Chooses a social action activity to commit to for the 
year.  

5. Celebrates the journey!”  

In our case, we’ve chosen “A Jewish Year” as an 
overarching theme. Participants will investigate and 
experience the Jewish calendar as it occurs, separately 
or together, as interests dictate.  Our mitzvah group 
will meet on third Sundays starting in October, with 
minimal costs set to cover our fee from Chai Mitzvah 
for the materials (the more participants, the lower the 
cost, but we are setting the initial registration fee 
$18/person for the 9-month period).  The group may 
decide to engage speakers or project leaders on 
particular topics and share the cost of that additional 
enrichment.  For more information about the 
program, see www.chaimitzvah.org.  For questions 
about our group, contact sjgrodin@comcastnet. 

Dates: Monthly for 9 months, beginning Sunday,  
Oct. 16, 5:30-7pm 

Cost: $18/person 

Location: Back classsroom, main floor 

mailto:Sasha@kehillasynagogue.org
http://www.chaimitzvah.org.
mailto:sjgrodin@comcastnet.
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Adult Education (continued) 
 

Elements of Magical Judaism 
Begins Monday, October 16, 6:00pm 
with Reclaiming* Teachers  
Jude Elf & Maggid Jonathan Furst 
Join us for a six-week exploration of Earth-based 
Judaism through the elements of Earth, Air, Fire, 
Water and Spirit. Develop personal practices and 
improvisational ritual co-creation skills, blending 
modern G!ddess-oriented magic with traditional 
Jewish and ancient Hebraic spirituality.  
Dates: Mondays, October 17 - November 21, 6pm  
Cost: $240-$90 sliding scale 
Location: Sanctuary 
For More Info: contact jfurst@pobox.com or  
415-516-4904 
*Learn more about Reclaiming here: 
http://www.reclaiming.org/  
Co-sponsored by the Jewitch Collective and Derech 
Ha'Aretz Outdoor Yeshiva 
 
I Never Knew Hebrew Could Be So Much Fun 
Class 
Begins Sunday, October 23, 10:30am 
Taught by Bracha Stone 
Once again Bracha is offering her fabulous course in 
beginning Hebrew. Absolutely no previous Hebrew 
experience is required or expected. Come and find out 
why you don’t have to know very much at all in order 
to have Hebrew take on a very special place in your 
life. Bracha loves to teach this class since adults tend 
to be very compliant students and they ask such 
serious questions. Form a community of like-minded 
adults, play games, sing songs and learn, learn, learn.  
Repeaters welcomed!! 

Dates:  Sunday, Oct. 23, 30, Nov. 6, 10:30am-11:45am 
Cost:  $54 members, $66 nonmembers 
Location: Given at the time of registration. 
Call Bracha for questions or concerns. 510-703-2220. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Personalizing Our Experience With Jewish 
Liturgy 
First meeting: Sunday, October 23, 6:30pm 
A new group convened by Bracha Stone 
Designed for those who want to explore an expanded 
and creative relationship to Jewish liturgy. While there 
is no expectation of a belief in "God," this group is 
designed for those who desire to personally connect 
to "something-bigger-than-us" and/or "the-wisdom-
deep-within-us." We will witness and be witnessed as 
we explore our attraction and creative responses to 
traditional Jewish prayer practice. We will meet 
together once a month for 5 months. We will also 
participate in a weekly email conversation concerning 
our intentions, and the challenges and blessings we 
experience as we enact our them. 
Dates:  First meeting is Sunday, Oct. 23, 6:30-8:30. 
There will be a meeting at the same time in the 
evening in November, December, January and 
February. Specific dates for each month will be 
determined by October 1st.  
Cost:  $120 members, $150 nonmembers 
Location: Given at the time of registration.  
Call Bracha for questions or concerns. 510-703-2220.  

A Class in the Poetic Word 
Begins Wednesday, October 26, 7pm 
Taught by Lenore Weiss 
Come learn about several outstanding twentieth-
century American Jewish poets, including a number of 
contemporary writers. The four-session class will 
examine work by poets who express diverse 
connections to the Jewish experience.  For the first 
hour of each session, we will examine and discuss the 
poet’s work. Using writing prompts from the readings, 
during the second hour we will respond to the poetry 
in whatever written form we choose. Open to all. No 
writing experience is required. Special guest visits by 
local poets. All lovers of the word are encouraged to 
participate. Bring a notebook and pen. 
Dates: Wednesday, Oct. 26, Nov.  9,  Nov. 23, Nov. 30, 
7-9pm 
Cost: $88 members, $112 nonmembers 
Location: Fireside Room 
 

mailto:jfurst@pobox.com
http://www.reclaiming.org/
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A Community Forum on the Movement for Black Lives Platform 
[continued] 
     Part of the platform, called Invest/Divest, deals 
with connections between U.S. military spending and 
interventions abroad on the one hand, and the lack of 
funding for domestic social needs and militarization of 
U.S. police on the other hand. This part of the 
platform also addresses U.S. military support for Israel 
and the unjust treatment of Palestinians under 
Occupation, using language that some Jewish people 
and organizations have objected to strongly.   
     Our intention is to create a community forum that 
centers the Platform’s demands for racial and 

economic justice, while making space for the complex 
emotional responses that may arise for us in 
relationship to Jewish identity, racial identity and all 
the aspects of ourselves that make each of us who we 
are.  
     Please be in touch with us if you have questions or 
feedback.  
     RSVP if you can  to Sasha@kehillasynagogue.org.  
 – it will help us a lot as we plan the afternoon. 

 
 

Join the 30th Annual G.R.I.P. Harmony Walk in Richmond 
To End Hunger & Homelessness-to Benefit the Greater Richmond Interfaith Program 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     On October 29, Greater Richmond Interfaith 
Program is hosting its 30th annual Harmony Walk/Run 
to End Homelessness in Richmond. Several Kehilla 
members and members of St. John’s Church joined a 
team last year in memory of David McPhail and Judy 
Abel, GRIP activists who both died in September, 
2015.  
     That team raised over $1,000 in support of the 
Souper Center, a program operated by GRIP, which 
serves meals to homeless and needy residents and 
also runs a family shelter. David and Irene, his wife, 
both Kehilla members, and Betty Young, started a 
group now called David’s Dinner Group which 
prepares a monthly meal for families staying at the 
GRIP shelter. Several Kehilla members, people who 
had been members of an El Cerrito church where 
David had ministered, and members of St John’s 
Presbyterian Church in Berkeley, are in the dinner 
group as well. 
     David did this Walk every year through 2014. 

Kehilla members have another opportunity this year 
to remember and honor David while helping to ease 
homelessness. 
     We encourage everyone’s participation in or pledge 
of money to the team. We will have a team name and 
a team page set-up with the Harmony Walk website 
by mid-September. 
     The web address with a link to our team page & 
further details will be provided in the Kehilla weekly 
e-mails.    
     Check-in on October 29 begins at 9:00 a.m. The Run 
starts at 10:30 a.m. The Walk starts at 10:45 a.m. You 
can walk or run for as much, or as little, a distance as 
you want.  And, there will be a festival in the park 
after the walk.  
     Please consider sending a donation or joining the 
team after the team page is setup. If you have 
questions about the team, feel free to contact Sue 
Goldberg directly at suegoldberg@sbcglobal.net 

 
Pictured: Alex Madonik, Ruthie Levin, Richard Speiglman, Sue Goldberg 

 

mailto:Sasha@kehillasynagogue.org.
mailto:suegoldberg@sbcglobal.net
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An Interview with Spiritual Leader Avi Rose 
by Bill Lazarus

     More refugees are 
fleeing persecution now 
than at any time since the 
end of World War II, says 
Avi Rose, who has spent 
most of his life as a political 
and social activist, and who 
now finds himself turning 
more and more to issues of 
immigration and the flood 
of people seeking safe 
haven. With millions of 
refugees left homeless and 
nationless as the result of 
warfare in Syria and 
elsewhere, Avi sees the 

Jewish response as extending “beyond empathizing. 
“It’s identifying,” he says. “We need to see ourselves 
as coming out of Egypt.” 

     “We were strangers. We know the heart of the 
stranger,” adds Avi, who is executive director of 
Jewish Family and Community Services East Bay . That 
“central narrative” of the Jewish people is a key these 
days to the work of JFCS. About 2,000 of the 8,000 
people it annually serves are refugees and other 
immigrants. While the work of JFCS has historically 
been geared toward helping the Jewish community, it 
is not exclusively so. Avi says, “Tikkun Olam is not 
about bringing healing only to the Jewish people. It’s 
about “olam.” It’s about the world as a whole.” 

     When Avi started work at JFCS in 2005, the agency 
was already involved with helping immigrants from all 
over the world. When the surge of Jewish immigration 
from the Former Soviet Union subsided in the 1990’s, 
JFCS began to serve people from other countries, 
including Afghanistan, Bosnia, Cambodia, Iran, Iraq 
and Syria. Many of these refugees are Muslims. JFCS 
currently helps numerous families from Afghanistan, 
many of whom were subject to persecution after 
assisting Americans in the war against the Taliban. 
JFCS also has devoted itself to helping LGBT refugees 
fleeing particularly harsh oppression because of their 
sexual orientation or gender identities. 

     As a youth, Avi grew up mostly in Phoenix in a 
liberal Jewish family, largely out-of-kilter with the 

mostly right-wing community. His dad hailed from the 
Bronx, and was himself the son of immigrant parents 
who made their way to the United States from 
Lithuania. When Avi was 13, he moved with his family 
to Sacramento, and soon started spending time in the 
Bay Area. It was the late 1960s and “politics, drugs and 
rock and roll — it was all here.” 

     Avi became a political activist in high school, and 
chose to go to college at Brandeis, which was a hotbed 
of leftist politics. While he came out as a gay man in 
college, his activism was focused more on anti-war 
work and economic issues. After college, he worked 
for a period as a union steward. Avi joined other 
progressive Jews in the Boston Committee to 
Challenge Antisemitism and became, in the 1980s, 
involved in New Jewish Agenda, a national 
organization that he co-chaired, and that focused on a 
wide variety of issues, including Mid-East peace, 
feminism, disarmament, LGBT rights, oppression in 
Central America and the sanctuary movement. Avi 
also took up work battling AIDS, and co-edited Twice 
Blessed, a book about gay and lesbian Jews. 

     While Avi was aware of immigration issues, it 
wasn’t then a focus of his work and activism. That 
changed in 2005 when he started at JCFS and found it 
“powerful” to be working to help both Russian Jews 
and Afghan Muslims. “I’m really impressed by the 
resilience of most of the refugees whom we are 
helping.  They are individuals with their own quirks, 
strengths and shortcomings, and most have 
experienced significant trauma. It is a huge 
undertaking to leave your home – everyone and 
everything you know – and start your life over again in 
a new country..” 

     While, culturally, the Bay Area is “really welcoming, 
economically, this is a really hard area to come to,” Avi 
says. As a result, families crowd into small living 
quarters together, and people work two or three jobs 
to get by. 

     At seders, Avi has hosted refugees. “It’s powerful to 
be at a seder with somebody who has recently had to 
‘leave Egypt,’” he says. Avi also asks, “What is more 
Jewish than resettling refugees?” He answers himself 
in a word. “Nothing.”
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A Note on the Israel/Palestine Values Survey 
by Rabbi David J. Cooper 

 
     Last month we send out to every member 
household a survey to determine support for a 
statement of values on Israel/Palestine. One could 
indicate where one stood on a spectrum from very 
much disagreeing to strong agreement (scale of 1 to 
5). 
     As of this writing, 141 responses have been 
received. 
     99 responses are 5’s – strongly agree. (71.7%) 
     26 are 4’s – generally agree (18.8%) 
     7 are 3’s – more or less neutral (5.1%) 
     3 are 2’s – generally disagree (2.2%) 

     3 are 1’s – very much disagree (2.2%) 
     In a few days, I will be reading the many written 
comments on the proposed wording and I plan to 
print some of them in the November Kol Kehilla, with 
the permission of their authors to print with ascription 
or anonymously. 
     The decision to adopt the statement as is (or with 
grammatical changes) will be in the hands of the 
Kehilla Board. Currently the plan is that in October the 
results of the survey and representative comments 
and suggestions will be forwarded to the Board for 
their consideration and action. 

 
Chevra Kadisha Sh'mira Readings Project 

 
    Kehilla’s Chevra Kadisha is pleased to announce the 
completion of our “Sh’mira Readings Project.”  We 
now have two beautiful volumes that can be used by 
the shomrim (“watchers”) –those who sit with the 
body of a community member who has died until the 
time of burial. 
    Traditionally, shomrim read Psalms during the 
sh’mira  (“watching”).  In Kehilla we have provided 
other readings—poetry and prose from Jewish and 
non-Jewish sources as well as portions of our liturgy—
so that each shomer might deepen his or her own 
reflections on the meaning of life and death.   
     As we embarked on revising and expanding these 
additional readings, our discussions and study led us 
to taking a closer look at The Book of Psalms as well.  
We looked at many different translations and 

interpretations and selected the one for each Psalm 
that we thought invoked the values of Jewish Renewal 
movement.  
     A small group from Kehilla’s Chevra Kadisha 
traveled to Boston in June to present a workshop on 
these readings and to discuss Kehilla’s approach to 
sh’mira at the annual K’vod v Nichum (“honor and 
comfort”) conference.  More than thirty people 
attended our workshop and received our presentation 
with great enthusiasm.   
     We will formally present Kehilla’s Readings for 
Shmira and Psalms for Shmira at the Morning Service, 
Sept 17.  We invite the entire community to join in 
our simcha and to learn more about the practice of 
sh’mira.   

 

Finding Your Spiritual Direction 
 
     Spiritual direction is a process of inner listening that 
enables individuals to discern the movement of the 
Spirit in their lives, so they can come to understand 
both the spiritual dimension and the spiritual direction 
of their experience. In this sense, spiritual direction is 
a pathway to teshuvah, toward finding one’s way back 
to the Source that birthed and sustains each of us.  

     Spiritual directors have been trained to help those 
seeking the Spirit to find direction. They also help 
seekers find appropriate spiritual practices. 

     Rabbi Burt offers individual Kehilla congregants 
hour-long meetings in spiritual direction. Any Kehilla 
member is entitled to such a session once a year 
without cost. Burt usually meets with congregants at 
Kehilla on Tuesday afternoons and evenings, several 
times a month. He also sees people at his home in El 
Sobrante at other times during the week. If you are 
interested in meeting with Rabbi Burt, please contact 
him at Rabburt@earthlink.net, or by calling 
510.283.5704. 

 
 

mailto:Rabburt@earthlink.net,
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Competing Death Penalty Initiatives on November Ballot 

by Beth Weinberger 
 

     This November we'll have a chance to vote again to 
repeal California's death penalty, replacing it with Life 
Without Possibility of Parole.  Unfortunately, a 
competing measure that would attempt to change the 
appeals process to expedite executions has caused 
confusion, especially as the latter measure's title is 
misleading.  So here's an explanation of each of the 
initiatives with recommendations in keeping with 
Kehilla policy. 

 
The Justice that Works Act of 2016—Proposition #62  

 This is essentially the same as Prop. 34 on the 
2012 ballot, which Kehilla supported.  It would replace 
the death penalty with life without the possibility of 
parole.  It would: 

 End state killing and eliminate the possibility 
of executing innocent people.  Since 1973, 
156 people, convicted of murder, have been 
exonerated, 3 of them in California. 

 Keep dangerous criminals from ever being 
released. 

 Save approximately $150 million a year that 
could be put to more productive use. 

 Increase to 60% the portion of wages earned 
by persons sentenced to life without parole 
that may go to victim restitution funds. 

Recommendation:  Support Prop. 62 
 
Death Penalty Reform & Savings Act of 2016—
Proposition #66 

  Prop. 66 attempts to “reform” a  failed death 
penalty system by changing the appeals process.  It 
would remove current safeguards, limit the ability to 
present new evidence of innocence and set unrealistic 
deadlines for trials and appeals.  The changed 

procedures and new deadlines would force hiring of 
hundreds of new, inexperienced attorneys at taxpayer 
expense. If it succeeded, it would: 

 Increase the chances of wrongful convictions 
and execution of innocent people 

 Interfere with our due process and appeals 
processes, which might be found 
unconstitutional after costly and lengthy 
lawsuits. 

 Authorize the state to house death row 
inmates in new prisons. 

 Model California's system after Texas' rapid 
execution mill. 

 Move appeals from the state Supreme Court 
to local county courts, prioritizing these cases 
and the shortened timelines.  It would 
overwhelm lower courts and severely limit 
their ability to hear other types of cases or 
conduct any other court business. 

Recommendation: Oppose Prop. 66 
 
        This fall you'll have a chance to hear more about, 
question and discuss these initiatives, as well 
as a number of others at a Kehilla Ballot Initiatives 
evening, October 17.  Mark your calendars and see 
Richard Speiglman's article, also in this issue, on some 
of the other initiatives, researched and recommended 
by Oakland Community Organizations (OCO.) 
     If you want more information now about the death 
penalty initiatives; if you want to help with the 
campaigns or donate to them, go to 
www.yeson62.com or contact me at 
bethw0104@mindspring.com.  

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Not Registered to Vote?  
 

Please contact karenrachels@gmail.com 
of Kehilla’s Economic Justice Committee 
She will help you get registered before 

the November election 

http://www.yeson62.com
mailto:bethw0104@mindspring.com.
mailto:karenrachels@gmail.com
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Community Discussion of Ballot Propositions and Local Measures 
by Richard Speiglman 

 
Monday, October 17, 7-9pm 

Kehilla Social Hall 
Sponsored by  

Kehilla Economic Justice Committee, Greening Committee and Anti-Death Penalty Action Group 

Bring yourself, your friends and your family, your questions and your answers 

     When I was a kid in Des Moines, reform Rabbi 
Edward Zerin (Temple B’nai Jeshurun) used to implore 
youth – perhaps it was at our B’nai Mitzvot – to be 
“informed, participating Jews.”  I may have taken this 
to be the 11th Commandment, and I think the 
instruction was responsible for my 50-something years 
of reading at least the local, state, and national news 
sections of the daily newspaper.  Sometime later, a 
sociology professor suggested that the important 
news appears in the business section.  We won’t get 
into the question of sports news. 

     I never fully understood the Jews part of the 
obligation.  But nevertheless I’m pretty sure the 
informed/participating charge includes voting and, to 
the extent possible, understanding the implications of 
your vote prior to casting it. 

     In their length, California ballots present a serious 
challenge.  We need each other’s help to become well-
informed prior to voting.  Instead of sitting home 
alone the night before the election frantically trying to 
decide how to vote on propositions and local 
measures, on the evening of October 17th please join 
other community members to discuss ballot 
measures. 

 Bring your sample ballot (and your mail-in or 
absentee ballot if you have one) 

 Join discussion of some of the most important 
state and local ballot measures (if only we had 
time to tend to all of them!) 

 Written materials on all the state propositions 
and some local measures will be available, 
including recommendations from Kehilla, 
Oakland Community Organizations (OCO), and 
other organizations 

 Kehilla members and others actively engaged 
in working on some of the measures will offer 
brief presentations 

 
See the next page for OCO's recommendations on 

several state, county, and City of Oakland issues.  
We’ll have expanded endorsement information by 
October 17th.   

 
Please forward information on other measures, or 

for other localities, to Richard or Beth: 

rspeiglman@sbcglobal.net  

bethw0104@mindspring.com   

Or bring the information with you on October 17th.   

If possible, RSVP to Beth or Richard (see their 
contact information above.) 

mailto:rspeiglman@sbcglobal.net
mailto:bethw0104@mindspring.com
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Oakland Community Organizations 

Recommendations on CA, Alameda County, and City of Oakland issues 

Number Title or focus Content OCO 
endorsement 

State Propositions 

55 Tax extension 
Extends the temporary personal income tax on 
incomes over $250,000 to fund education and 

health care (Prop 30 extension) 
Support 

56 Tobacco tax Increases the cigarette tax to $2 / pack Support 

 57 Public Safety & 
Rehabilitation Act 

Increases parole chances for felons convicted of 
non-violent crimes and provides more 

opportunities to earn credits for good behavior 
Support 

 62 Death penalty Repeals the death penalty in CA Support* 

64 Adult Use of Marijuana Act 
Legalizes adults’ growing, possessing, and using 

marijuana for nonmedical purposes, with certain 
restrictions; establishes regulatory system for 

legal market.  

Neutral 

Alameda County Measures 

A Affordable Housing bond 
(property tax) 

Funding for a variety of approaches to promote 
affordable housing  Support 

Oakland City and School District Measures  

JJ Protect Oakland Renters 
Act  

Strengthen tenants’ rights by requiring owners to 
petition through the Rent Board for rent increases 

above annual CPI, extending just cause eviction 
protections to buildings built through 1995, and 

increasing Rent Board transparency and 
accountability 

Support 

LL 
Form civilian oversight 
commission of police 

department 
Promotes civilian oversight of police department Support 

KK 
Infrastructure 

improvements bond 
(property tax) 

Funding for a variety of improvements to streets, 
sidewalks, public buildings, and some funds for 

affordable housing 
Neutral  

HH Tax distributors of sugar-
sweetened beverages 

Promotes public health by raising price of sugar-
sweetened beverages Support 

G1 Oakland Unified School 
District  bond (parcel tax) 

Funds educator salary increases and middle 
school improvements (as of last draft seen) No vote (yet) 

* Kehilla recommends a yes vote on Prop. 62 and a no vote on Prop 66 (which would speed-up 
executions).  See accompanying article, “Competing Death Penalty Initiatives on November Ballot" on 
p. 17. 
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Seeking Shelter in the Days of Awe:  
 Immigrants and Refugees, Longing and Home 
[continued from p. 1] 
 
You can read a more complete description of our 
theme below.  Throughout the High Holy Days season 
and beyond, we’ll be integrating the spiritual practices 
of this time with ways to learn about and respond to 
the crises of migration that are shaking our world.  
During High Holy Days services we’ll hear from some 
of the folks in our community about their experiences 
with immigrants and refugees.  We’ll also have 
resources available during services about how to 
connect with local groups and join in efforts to 
respond.   
    And in the months following the High Holy Days, 
we’ll host a series of four community workshops, 
featuring congregants working to support immigrants 
and refugees.  The workshop topics are: Considering 
Offering Housing to a Refugee; Being Part of an 
Accompaniment Team for an Immigrant Family or 
Unaccompanied Minor; Immigration Policy, Advocacy 
and Intersectionality with Economic and Racial Justice 
Issues; and Kehilla as Sanctuary/Refuge for 
Immigrants.  
    May our practice during this season help each of us 
grow toward greater wholeness, joy, compassion and 
justice. 
    Our Theme for 5777:  Immigrants and Refugees, 
Longing and Home  
    A river goes out from the first place that was home, 
to water the garden, and from there it divides and 
becomes four headwaters. (Bereshit 2:10) 
    In the beginning all was one, undifferentiated and 
whole.  To come into the joy of embodied life is also to 
come into separateness.  And to be separate is to long 
for reconnection, to yearn for wholeness and for 
home.  The Yamim Nora’im (High Holy Days) point us 

in the direction of home, and outfit us for the promise 
and uncertainty of the journey.  We soften our hearts 
and open lines of communication with people we’ve 
hurt and who have hurt us.  We practice 
accountability, forgiveness, compassion and 
generosity.  We touch those who are dear to us with 
an extra measure of tenderness and gratitude. 
    This year we set out on this path in a world of 
growing displacement and migration. People forced 
from their homes by war, violence, poverty, drought, 
gentrification, and a swiftly changing climate are 
fighting for survival and searching for a refuge where 
they and their families can be safe.  Some in Kehilla 
are personally impacted, and many in our community 
are stepping up to help--by working to end structural 
violence, by challenging the economics underlying 
displacement, by offering loving personal support to 
immigrants and refugees, by fighting for policies that 
welcome immigrants and refugees, and by joining the 
struggle against deportation, targeting and 
discrimination against people who are undocumented.  
    As a community this year we will enter the inner 
landscape of exile and return.  We’ll encounter the 
stranger who dwells within us, and the stranger who 
dwells among us.  Together we will turn toward this 
tidal wave of displacement, expanding our capacity to 
welcome and support the growing number of 
immigrants and refugees in our midst.  As Torah 
teaches (Lev. 19:33-34), When a stranger resides with 
you in your land, you shall not wrong them.  The 
stranger who resides with you shall be to you as one of 
your citizens; you shall love them as yourself, for you 
were strangers in the land of Mitzrayim. 
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Coming Soon: Pronoun Stickers for Your Nametag 
by Hazzan Shulamit Wise Fairman, Lynn Bravewomon and Rabbi Dev Noily 

  
   As Davey Shlasko writes in the 
Trans*Ally Workbook, 
    “Most of the time, most people 
are on autopilot about pronouns. 
They call all women she, her and 
hers, and all men he, him and his. 
But being on autopilot doesn’t 
always work. Sometimes—
especially, but not only, when 
talking about trans* people—it can 
lead you to call someone a pronoun 
that isn’t what they’re usually 
called or what they want to be 
called.”  
     We are continuing to make 
Kehilla a more welcoming and 
inclusive space for all of our 
members.  All of us appreciate it 
when other people see us as who 
we are.  For  trans* people 
pronouns can be a constant source 
of being seen and affirmed when preferred pronouns 
are used by others; conversely the absence of 
accurate pronouns denies a critical piece of 
recognition and affirmation of identity. 
     Kehilla’s intention to build gender pronoun 
language in our community culture is part of gender-

inclusion efforts that reverse the 
invisibility caused when the wrong 
pronouns are used. 
     As a community of spiritual practice, 
it feels especially important that Kehilla 
be a place where everyone can be seen 
and affirmed in all of who we are.  So 
soon you’ll see a set of pronoun 
stickers next to our nametags. 
 Everyone has the option to add a 
pronoun sticker to your nametag, to let 
others know which pronouns you use.  
By using a sticker, cisgender people can 
support others in our community for 
whom “pronoun autopilot” doesn’t 
work well. 
     Whatever our gender identity, all of 
us have some experiences of resonance 
with the gender we were raised in, and 
some experiences of dissonance with 
the gender we were raised in.  We can 

all lean into those experiences to cultivate our 
compassion for ourselves and each other as we 
navigate this complex and shifting terrain of gender 
identity. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
    

    

A vocabulary moment: 

trans* refers to people whose 
gender identity is different from 

the gender identity they were 
assigned at birth, including 

people who are transgender, 
genderqueer, gender-

nonconforming, gender non-
binary, gender fluid, gender 

fabulous people. 

Cisgender refers to people 
whose gender identity is, for the 

most part, aligned with the 
gender they were assigned at 
birth and in which they were 

socialized. 

Kehilla Sings! 

 
         Interested in being part of a Kehilla Choir this Fall 
and Winter? We may offer this opportunity through 
our Adult Ed program with Bon Singer, a veteran 
cantor and synagogue choir director who has also 
directed Ya'Elah and Kitka.  
     PLEASE click on the following link and fill out a short 
questionnaire by Aug 28 to help us discern whether 
and how to move forward, and pass it on to your 
friends! 

 https://goo.gl/forms/Vd6jFONpn4IphBrK2 

https://goo.gl/forms/Vd6jFONpn4IphBrK2
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The Annual Kehilla Membership Retreat:  
Toward Further Improvements in Accessibility  

by Marilyn Golden & Don Stone 

In our debrief after another successful annual retreat, Kehilla’s Retreat Committee discussed how to achieve further 
improvements in the accessibility of the retreat to all members. Below is a report.  It addresses all dimensions of 
accessibility including affordability, access to the location, planning issues, and mobility access.  
 

Addressing Accessibility  at the Annual Kehilla Summer Retreat

     In the Retreat Committee’s debriefing of this year’s 
retreat, one focus of discussion has been about the 
accessibility challenges of Bort Meadow. There are 
various kinds of accessibility needs, including   
affordability, location, registration constraints, and 
physical mobility, all which contribute to the retreat 
location and experience being attractive and 
welcoming. 
     Affordability. We’ve had many comments that our 
past weekend retreats at retreat centers were out of 
the price range of many individuals and especially 
families—even with elective camping such as at Walker 
Creek Ranch.  
    Location issues: We have had requests for a location 
that is easy to get to on a Friday afternoon for people 
who want to camp the first night—and also for people 
who want make a round trip on Saturday. At Bort 
Meadow and at Walker Ranch, there is lack of cell 
phone reception. This can limit some members’ 
capacity to take part. Sometimes at Bort, there have 
been difficulties getting in and out of the locked gate 
when no one was on duty Friday.  
     Planning flexibility.  We need a site that is big 
enough that it does not require us to commit to a 
certain attendance well in advance. It helps to have 
flexibility that allows for final week commitment to 
attending, or even the day-of. Camping or easy 
commuting helps last minute planning and increases 
the numbers attending—about 25-30% of participants 
sign up or show up the last week. 
     Physical mobility. Challenges come with bumpiness 
or steepness of the terrain, any steps (none at Bort 
Meadow), accessibility to bathrooms (new Bort 
Meadow bathrooms are wheelchair accessible, though 
far from activities), parking availability, drop-off option 
for those needing it, and distance between the 
different stations—food, service, bathrooms, drop-off 
spot. We have had requests from people with mobility 
needs to have more accommodations so that they can 
attend either Bort Meadow, or another site.  
     Given these parameters, we are proceeding in the 
following manner: 

      *Reserve Bort Meadow for a weekend in July 2017 
(already have requested 7/14-16/2017, will hear back 
in late October if we got it). 
     *Tell anyone interested that we welcome their 
research on an alternative site that takes into account 
the factors mentioned above (our deposit for Bort 
Meadow, assuming we get our request, will be small 
enough to forfeit if we find a better site). 
     *Be proactive in responding to accessibility needs. 
Build into the reservation process a way to 
communicate specific needs and figure out best 
practices to meet them. For instance, the registration 
form/website will have a contact person for 
accessibility needs when we start to advertise next 
year’s retreat—Marilyn Golden may be filling this 
function. So coming up with solutions to specific needs 
can be creatively addressed well in advance. 
     Several congregants have already volunteered to 
assist with accessibility issues, including suggesting 
other sites/centers and being available to accompany 
individuals needing assistance to navigate at Bort 
Meadow, which is largely relatively flat, though the 
ground has a bumpy, uneven surface. 
     *Research alternative means of conveyance to 
transport individuals from point to point at the Bort 
Meadow site, possibly in ways that make use of the 
assistance from a volunteer. This research has already 
begun, with an initial finding that vehicles like golf carts 
are probably too expensive to own, rent, or transport 
from rental locations. Kehilla may have access to one 
or more ordinary wheelchairs that can be used. Or, all 
terrain wheelchairs may be one possibility. There may 
be other ways to deal with the bumpy terrain between 
the car turn-around and the dining tables that are not 
dependent upon volunteer assistance, and allow for 
more independent movement. 
     *Other concerns, suggestions, or ideas, regarding 
Kehilla Retreat accessibility issues or how to address 
them? Want to volunteer your assistance? 
     Contact either Marilyn Golden 
at mgolden@dredf.org, or Don Stone 
at donstone1@aol.com or 510-703-0073. 

mailto:mgolden@dredf.org,
mailto:donstone1@aol.com
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On the Origins of Kehilla: 
Social Justice 

                                                     by Rabbi Burt Jacobson 
Note: This is the fifth of a series of 
personal essays on the beginnings of 
Kehilla. Each article shares the 
origins of one or more of the ideals 
and/or values that motivated me to 
start Kehilla. The essays are adapted 

from the manuscript of the book I am in the process of 
completing, tentatively titled There is Only One Love: 
The Ba’al Shem Tov in the Modern World. 
     My passion for social justice came from my mother, 
Gert Jacobson. As the chairwoman of the Anti-
Defamation League in Cleveland during World War II, 
she tried to awaken the Jewish community to the Nazi 
atrocities in Europe. When our family moved to Texas 
in 1947, Gert became the chairwoman of the Anti-
Defamation League in San Antonio. In that capacity she 
worked with teachers in the public schools, instructing 
them on how to promote racial, ethnic and religious 
tolerance in their classrooms.  
     My mother’s commitment to social justice stemmed 
from her father, Ruby Goldberg. My grandfather, who 
was born in Romania, was a women’s tailor. A secular 
Yiddish-speaking Jew, he was strongly drawn to 
socialism. He became a negotiator for the International 
Ladies’ Garment Workers Union in New York. My 
mother remembered him coming home from the 
negotiations, infuriated by the tightfisted attitudes of 
the factory owners. He would go to the kitchen, pick up 
a carving knife and bang it repeatedly on the counter. 
“Those G… d…. bosses, those G… d…. bosses, they 
won’t give us a nickel! They won’t give us a nickel! 
      I did not hear that story until I was an adult, but I 
learned about the biblical prophets as a young student 
in the religious school of Temple Beth El in San 
Antonio. I came to admire the commitment of the 
Reform movement to social justice. 
       Yet, I did not study the words of the biblical 
prophets until I entered rabbinical school. In 1961, as a 
second-year student at the Jewish Theological 
Seminary, I took a seminar with Abraham Joshua 
Heschel on the prophets. By this time, Heschel was well 
on his way to becoming the most well-known Jewish 
religious thinker in the United States.  
       Heschel had completed his dissertation on the 
prophets in the late 1930s in Germany, just as the Nazi 
regime had come into power. In the late 1950s he 
decided to rewrite the book in English. The members of 

our seminar were privileged to read the galley proofs 
of The Prophets with him.  
    In the book’s introduction, Heschel wrote: 
     The things that horrified the prophets are even now 
daily occurrences all over the world. There is no society 
to which Amos’ words would not apply. 

Listen to this, you merchants who crush the 
poor,and trample on the needy! You who are 
thinking,“When will this New Moon festival  
finally be over so that we can sell our grain, and 
this Sabbath day, so we can market our wheat? 
Then we will tamper with the scales, making the 
bushel-measure smaller and the shekel-weight 
bigger. And then we can make slaves of the 
poor, buying them for their debt of a piece of 
silver or a pair of sandals, and we will even get 
paid for moldy wheat.”YHWH, the Pride of Israel, 
has sworn: ‘’I will never forget what you have 
done!’  Amos 8:4-7 

      Indeed, [Heschel continued] the sort of crimes and 
even the amount delinquency that fill the prophets of 
Israel with dismay do not go beyond that which we 
regard as normal, as typical ingredients of social 
dynamics. To us, a single act of injustice—cheating in 
business, exploitation of the poor—is slight; to the 
prophets, a disaster. To us injustice is injurious to the 
welfare of the people; to the prophets, it is a 
deathblow to existence; to us, an episode; to them, a 
catastrophe, a threat to the world.  
     Heschel’s prose was incandescent. I found his ability 
to enter the consciousness of the prophets utterly 
remarkable. As a result, the voices of the prophets 
have both stirred and haunted me throughout my life. 
     In the following years I found myself especially 
drawn to Amos, the first of the literary prophets, who 
focused almost exclusively on the necessity for social 
justice. Amos seemed totally relevant to the political 
climate of the late 1960s. Indeed, the Reverend Martin 
Luther King, Jr., who became Heschel’s friend and 
colleague, often cited Amos’ words. The day before he 
was assassinated in 1968, King delivered a speech in 
support of the striking sanitation workers in Memphis, 
in which he said:    

"Somehow the preacher must have a kind of fire 
shut up in his bones. And whenever injustice is 
around he must tell it. Somehow the preacher must  
[continued on next page] 
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On the Origins of Kehilla (continued) 
 
be an Amos, who said, “When God speaks, who can 
but prophesy?” Again with Amos, “Let justice roll 
down like waters and righteousness like a mighty 
stream.”  

       In the late 1960s I taught classes about Amos and 
his message to both high school students and adults. I 
emphasized the prophet’s fiery denunciations of 
corruption, wealth, luxury, perversion of justice and 
superficial religion.  

       As I thought about starting a synagogue in the early 
1980s, the fierce voice of Amos called out to me. I felt 
that this radical prophet of justice simply had to be 
given a platform in a city like Berkeley, which had been 
strongly identified with rapid social change, civic 
unrest, and political upheaval in the 1960s and ‘70s. 
The political Left was still robust and there were 
moral/political issues— the Israel-Palestine conflict, 
nuclear weapons, central American refugees—that 
cried out to be dealt with from a prophetic religious 
perspective. 

 
Thank you for Your Generosity 

 

Bar/Bat Mitvah Program 
Susan Coto McKenna and Rafael Coto 

General Fund 
Jane Weisbin and Charles Reilly 

Nueva Esperanza Accompaniment Teams (NEAT) 
Hope Friedman 
Irene McPhail 

Carolyn Schour 
Herbert Salomon and Marcia Liberson 

Simone Masson 
Lisa Rothman 
Ralph Silber 

Sandy Vaughn 
And members of Kehilla's three Accompaniment Teams 

Rabbi's Discretionary Fund 
David Levine and Laurel Zien

All Congregants Deserve A Safe Home 

If you or anyone in your home is experiencing: 
     >Child abuse  
     >Elder abuse  
     >Dependent adult abuse  
     >Teen dating violence 
     >Intimate partner violence (domestic violence) 
    The Kehilla Committee Against Abuse (CAA), working along side the Spiritual Life Practices Committee (SLPC), is 
here to help you become or remain safe.   If you are experiencing any kind of abuse, please call: Steven Falk, long-
time Kehilla member, at (510) 708-0517; Julie Patrusky, experienced domestic violence counselor and long-time 
Kehilla member, at (510) 528-0299; or Rabbi David at (510) 547-2424 x103.   Call the Shalom Bayit (Peace in the 
Home) helpline for counseling and advocacy for teen dating violence and domestic violence issues at: (866) SHALOM-
7 (742-5667) toll-free within the Bay Area or (510) 451-7233 (SAFE) outside the Bay Area.
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September 2016 
Fri., Sept. 2, NO Kabbalat Shabbat service tonight. 
Please join us on Friday night, Sept 16.  

Sat., Sept 3, 10:30am, Elul Shabbat Service on the 
Marina – Rosh Chodesh. Yes, it is one month to go to 
Rosh Hashanah and at this special outdoor service on 
the Marina we will celebrate the New Moon of Elul 
which includes Hallel, the musical holiday celebration 
prayers, led by Beth Dickinson. Discussion led by Rabbi 
David on our High Holy Day theme on our how our 
work on immigration and refugees connects to our 
Jewish path. Check the website for location. Bring a 
chair with you and prepare to dress warmly. Kiddush to 
follow.  Please bring vegetarian finger foods to share, if 
you are able.  

Tues., Sept. 6, 7:30pm. Middle East Peace Committee 
Meeting. Back classroom. 

Wed., Sept. 7, 7:50am Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room. (Enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview.)  Doors open at 7:50 a.m., 
short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30, 
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. 

Wed., Sept. 7, 6:30pm  Spiritual Life Practices 
Committee Meeting.  Fireside Room. 

Thurs., Sept. 8, 4-6pm. Kehilla School. Please enter 
through the kitchen door. 

Thurs., Sept. 8, 6:30pm. "700 Benches: 
Experiencing Biblical Hebrew." Taught by Jenna Kemp 
First class of the series.. (See details on p. 10)  

Fri., Sept. 9, 6:30pm, Friday Night Peace Walk with 
Rabbi David and OCO. This is an easy opportunity to 
really be part of the movement for peace in our own 
community led by Oakland Community Organizations’ 
Ceasefire campaign. Rabbi David has affirmed to OCO 
that we will try to have at least ten Kehilla folk join him 
at these walks for community peace.. The campaign is 
many-sided, including the training and mobilization of 
neighborhood peace interveners, the retraining of 
police, and a weekly peace walk with local 
congregations to support a “culture of peace and 
healing” in neighborhoods at risk. Rabbi David reports 
that he has done this about 10 times and it is an 

especially nice way to meet people from across the 
spectrum of Oakland communities.Meet inside First 
Mt. Sinai Church, 1970 86th Ave. For info, call 510-606-
5064.    

Sat., Sept. 10, 10am. Chai Elul Shabbat and New 
Member Welcome. Join our “Bima Team” for a 
spirited, musical service as we immerse in the month of 
Elul and prepare for the High Holy Days. Our newest 
members will receive a special honor during the Torah 
service, and we’ll kick off the morning with Ketzev 
Kehilla, our prayerful percussion orchestra. Come one, 
come all! Children most welcome! Vegetarian potluck 
luncheon to follow. Please bring a vegetarian dish to 
share.  Kiddush also sponsored by Ruth Goldstone & 
James Eder in honor of Ruth's mother Merle S. 
Goldstone's yartzheit. 

Mon., Sept. 12, 7pm. Book Discussion Group. We will 
discuss The Fixer by Bernard Malamud. Fireside Room. 
(See p. 8 for details.) 

Mon., Sept. 12, 7:30pm. Conversion Group. Buber 
Room. (See p. 10 for details.) 

Tues., Sept. 13, 7pm. Generosity Committee meeting. 
Fireside Room. 

Wed., Sept. 14, 7:50am Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room. (Enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview.)  Doors open at 7:50 a.m., 
short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30, 
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. 

Thurs., Sept. 15, 4-6pm. Kehilla School. Please enter 
through the kitchen door. 

Thurs., Sept. 15, 6:30pm. "700 Benches: 
Experiencing Biblical Hebrew." Taught by Jenna Kemp. 
(See details on p. 10.)  

Fri., Sept. 16, 5:30-7:30pm Solar Lights for Gaza 
Fundraiser and Pre-Shabbat Potluck: This is a special 
pre-Shabbat Service gathering and potluck meal 
organized by Kehilla’s Greening Committee and Middle 
East Peace Committee. The purpose is to raise 
tzedakah for Rebuilding Alliance’s project to provide 
solar lights for the residents of Gaza where electricity is 

Kehilla Community Synagogue 
1300 Grand Avenue (at Fairview) 

Piedmont, CA  94610 
(510) 547-2424 

Please come fragrance-free to all Kehilla events, 
for the health of people with respiratory conditions 

and chemical sensitivities. 
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often available for only four or five hours in a day. This 
is especially needed by children who would otherwise 
study at night by hazardous candle or kerosene light. 
(See article p. 8 .) Guest speaker: Donna Baranski-
Walker, founder of Rebuilding Alliance. We will have a 
Potluck Dinner in the Social Hall starting at 5:30.  Please 
bring a vegetarian or fish dish to share.  

Fri., Sept. 16, 7:30pm, Kabbalat Shabbat with Hazzan 
Shulamit, Julie Nesnansky, and Beth Dickinson. Join us 
for a soulful and spirited musical evening to welcome in 
the joy and peace of Shabbat.  Kiddush to follow. 
Please bring veggie finger foods to share! 

Sat., Sept. 17, 10:30am, Elul Shabbat Service with our 
Chevra Kadisha, at Kehilla led by Rabbi David, Hazzan 
Shulamit, and Julie Nesnansky. Celebrating the 
completion of our “Sh’mira Readings Project.” Sh’mira 
is the ritual of staying with the body of the deceased in 
the period preceding the funeral during which the 
shomer (“guardian”) traditionally reads from the book 
of psalms. For our members when they do Sh’mira, 
Kehilla’s Chevra Kadisha has assembled readings from 
innovative and interpretive translations of the psalms 
some of which we will read at this service. We will have 
a short Torah reading that morning with one aliyah. 
Deuteronomy 22:6-12. If you want to chant this, email 
Rabbi David.  In the Fireside Room. Kiddush sponsored 
by the Chevra Kadisha. 

Sat., Sept. 17, 3:30-6:30pm. Kehilla High Holy Days Art 
Reception. Fireside Room and throughout the building. 
(See announcement, p.4 for details.) 

Sun., Sept. 18, 3:30-7pm. A Community Forum on the 
Movement for Black Lives Platform Study & 
Conversation. With Kehilla leaders, staff, and 
members.  (See article, p. 9 for details.) Buber Room. 

Sun., Sept. 18, 1- 3 pm, “We Are the Bridge” Exhibit 
Reception at Osher Marin JCC in San Rafael. Sponsored 
by the Faith Trio (Kehilla, Islamic Cultural Center, 
Montclair Presbyterian). Includes at least two artists 
who are Kehilla members, Lea Delson and Susan 
Freundlich. 200 North San Pedro Rd. San Rafael 94903. 

Sun., Sept. 18, 2pm.  Yoga for Renewal. Rooted in 
Jewish Mystical Teachings. With Julie Emden of Jewish 
LearningWorks.  Co-sponsored by Kehilla.  4th Street 
Yoga, 1809C 4th Street, Berkeley, CA 94710. $25 Public 
/$20 members of co-sponsoring organizations. 
Register: tinyurl.com/yoga918.  

Sun., Sept. 18, 4pm. "Drumming As Prayer" class with 
Debbie Fier. Fireside Room. (See p. _ for details.) 

Wed., Sept. 21, 7:50am Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room (Enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview)  Doors open at 7:50 a.m., 

short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30, 
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. 

Wed., Sept. 21, 7pm. "Drumming As Prayer" class with 
Debbie Fier. Fireside Room. (See p. 11 for details.) 

Thurs., Sept. 22, 4-6pm. Kehilla School. Please enter 
through the kitchen door. 

Thurs., Sept. 22, 6:30pm. "700 Benches: 
Experiencing Biblical Hebrew." Taught by Jenna Kemp. 
Back classroom, main floor. (See details on p. 10.)  

Fri., Sept. 23,  6:-9:00 Bar/Bat Mitzvah Shabbat 
Celebration: This evening is for all Bar Bat Mitzvah 
family members and is a required part of the BBM 
Program. Come to the synagogue to welcome in the 
new school year and the New Year with a festive 
Shabbat evening. We will begin with a short table 
service followed by a vegetarian potluck.   Fireside 
Room & Sanctuary. 

Fri., Sept. 23,  6:30pm Tot Shabbat.  For babies and 
children up to 5 years old (or older if they enjoy it) and 
their grown-ups. Led by Jen Miriam Kantor, Alon 
Altman and Jen’s puppet friends. Please bring a 
vegetarian potluck dish.  Social Hall. Childcare will be 
provided upon request. 

Sat., Sept. 24, No Shabbat Morning service – Join us 
tonight for Pre-Holy Days Ingathering. 

Sat., Sept. 24. The Bird of Many Colors: A Pre-Holy 
Days Ingathering: 7:15pm schmooze with 
refreshments in the Social Hall, program begins at 8pm.  
Gather with us one week before Rosh Hashanah, as we 
turn together toward the Days of Awe. This year, rather 
than observing Selichot with a service, all are welcome 
to an evening of community, music, stories, meditation 
and reflection.  Join us in the social hall for a little nosh 
and socializing, followed by a program led by the 
Kehilla spiritual leadership and musical prayer leaders, 
as we focus our awareness and maybe set some 
intention for our experience of the holy days.   If you 
are new to Kehilla, or to Kehilla’s observance of the 
High Holydays, this evening is a lovely way to begin the 
experience.  If you’re accustomed to the Selichot 
services of the last few years, you’ll find a similar 
opportunity in this program for settling into intention 
and reflection. 

Sun., Sept. 25, 8:15am-4pm, ROPES course for Bar/Bat 
Mitzvah Students. Students will carpool together to 
the spectacular Fort Miley for a day of fun, adventure 
and an exploration of team building activities. BBM 
families will receive more information about this in the 
mail. 
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Sun., Sept. 25, 1:15-3:30 pm. Interfaith Environmental 
Activity with the Faith Trio (Kehilla, Islamic Cultural 
Center, Montclair Presbyterian). This interfaith activity 
involves removing non-native plants in Joaquin Miller 
Park. Four more volunteers from Kehilla are still 
needed. To volunteer, call Lea Delson 510-528-6725. 

Sun., Sept. 25, 9am. Joyfully Jewish for 
Kindergarteners. Back classroom, main floor. 

Sun., Sept. 25, 5pm. "Mrs. Reiff and the Counterfeit 
Shop," a staged play reading by Stephanie Anne 
Johnson. Sponsored by Kehilla. A touching portrait of 
the friendship between a Black teenager and a 
Holocaust survivor in the 1960s.(See details, p. 6.) 

Tues., Sept. 27, 6:45pm. (Dinner at 6:15)  Board of 
Trustees Meeting. All are welcome. Fireside  Room. 

Wed., Sept. 28, 7:50am Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room. (Enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview.)  Doors open at 7:50 a.m., 
short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30, 
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. 

Thurs., Sept. 29, 4-6pm. Kehilla School. Please enter 
through the kitchen door. 

Thurs., Sept. 29, 6:30pm. "700 Benches: 
Experiencing Biblical Hebrew." Taught by Jenna Kemp. 
Back classroom, main floor. (See details on p. 10.)  

Fri., Sept. 30.  No Services. 
 

October 2016 
Sat., Oct. 1, 10:30am, Elul Shabbat Service at Kehilla 
with Sharon Grodin and Julie Nesnanksy, a smaller 
service in the Fireside Room, with music and reflection.   
  
Sun., Oct. 2, 6:30pm, Erev Rosh Hashanah services at 
Scottish Rite Center, 1547 Lakeside Drive, Oakland.  For 
both adults and children, start at 6:30pm. Sermon by 
Rabbi Dev.  
 
Mon., Oct. 3. Rosh Hashanah services. SERVICES WILL 
END before 12:45! at Scottish Rite Center, 1547 
Lakeside Drive, Oakland. Our leaders are determined to 
conclude the service  in time for tashlich and lunch at a 
reasonable hour. 
8:30 – 9:15am. Silent Meditation Space - 3rd Floor 
9:30am – 12:40pm. Main Rosh Hashanah Morning 
Service, beginning with Ketzev Kehilla with Kehilla’s 
Spiritual Leaders, Hazzan Shulamit and our Musical 
Prayer Leaders 
10:00 – 11:15am. Family and Youth Service with Rabbi 
Dev Noily, Sandra Razieli, Natalie Boskin, and Musical 

Prayer Leader Beth Dickinson and surprise guests! 
Children, teens and adults welcome. 

10:15 - 11:15am. Rosh Hashanah Toddler Services with 
Jen Miriam and Alon Altman. Geared towards babies, 
tots, and kids up to 5 years olds and their grown ups or 
families. 
12:45-12:55pm, Tashlich at Lake Merritt (across the 
street from services) with Rabbi David. 

 Tues., Oct. 4, 9:30am-12:30pm, Second Day Rosh 
Hashanah Services at Kehilla, 1300 Grand Avenue, 
Piedmont, with Rabbi Chaya Gusfield and Eve Decker. 
Kehilla Sanctuary. Receive the replenishment of 
contemplative song, story, and silence. Rabbi Chaya 
Gusfield and Buddhist teacher and musician Eve Decker 
use the beautiful complement of Jewish and Buddhist 
teachings, music, and spiritual practices to delve deeply 
into the essence of this holy day. A more intimate 
service for the second day. 

Wed., Oct. 5, 7:50am Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room. (Enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview.)  Doors open at 7:50 a.m., 
short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30, 
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. 

Wed., Oct. 5, 6:30pm. Spiritual Life Practices 
Committee meeting. Fireside Room. 

Wed., Oct. 5, 7:30pm. Middle East Peace Committee 
Meeting. Fireside Room. 

Thurs., Oct. 6. No Kehilla School. 

Fri., Oct. 7, 7:30pm. NO Kabbalat Shabbat services. 
Please join us for Shabbat Shuva on Saturday morning, 
Oct 8. Our next Kabbalat Shabbat service with Hazzan 
Shulamit will be on November 4.   

Sat., Oct. 8, 10:30am. Shabbat Shuva Service at 
Kehilla.  Join Howard Hamburger and Julie Nesnansky 
for the special Shabbat service situated within the Ten 
Days of Awe. We take the themes of the High Holydays 
and we explore them in the context of Shabbat in a 
smaller service context. Kiddush sponsored by Beth 
Weinberger in memory of her mother, Frieda 
Weinberger, and by Amy Bat Tzipora in memory of her 
beloved Bubbies, Zaydies, mother and father. 

Mon., Oct. 10, 7pm.  Book Discussion Group.  We will 
discuss Mystics of Mile End by Sigal Samuel. Fireside 
Room. 

Tues., Oct. 11, 6:30pm. Kol Nidre Service (for grown 
ups) at Scottish Rite Center, 1547 Lakeside Drive, 
Oakland. Judaism’s most cherished prayer sung once a 
year, Kol Nidre, kicks off a day of collective 
introspection. Sermon by Rabbi David. 
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 Tues., Oct. 11, 6:30pm. Family Kol Nidre Service (for 
children and family) at Kehilla, 1300 Grand Avenue, 
Piedmont Led by Rabbi Dev Noily & Lior Ben-Hur.  
Geared toward children ages 6-12.  Children of all ages 
and adults welcome. 

Tues., Oct. 11, 6:30pm, Toddler Kol Nidre Service (for 
babies and tots) at Kehilla, 1300 Grand Avenue, 
Piedmont Led by Jen Miriam and Alon Altman.  A 
musical, spiritual journey geared toward kids up to 5 
years old and their grown ups.  

Wed., Oct. 12. Yom Kippur Morning Services 
at Scottish Rite Center, 1547 Lakeside Drive, Oakland 
8:30am- 9:15am, Silent Meditation Space 
9:30am,  Main Yom Kippur Morning Service 
10:00am- 11:00am, Youth Services  (6th - 8th grades) 

 Wed., Oct. 12. Yom Kippur Afternoon/Evening 
Services & Activities at Kehilla, 1300 Grand Avenue, 
Piedmont 
2:00- 4:30pm Drop off potluck offerings at Kehilla (or 
bring them at 7:45pm) 
2:30-3:30 pm Workshops 
4:30 pm Yizkor (Remembrance of those who died) 
5:15 pm Rabbi Burt sermon, Healing Service & 
Dukhanen (Priestly blessings) 
6:30 pm Ne’ila (Closing the Gates) 
8:00pm-9:30pm Community Pot Luck Break-Fast at 
Kehilla. Please bring a vegetarian main dish to share. 
Food can be dropped off at Kehilla between 2:00 & 
4:30 p.m., or at 7:45 p.m. 

Thurs., Oct. 13. No Kehilla School. 

Fri., Oct. 14, 6:30pm, Friday Night Peace Walk with 
OCO. Usually Rabbi David is on these walks but may be 
out of town this weekend. But Kehilla people have 
been coming, so it would be great to continue to have 
our shul’s participation in David’s absence. This is an 
easy opportunity to really be part of the movement for 
peace in our own community led by Oakland 
Community Organizations’ Ceasefire campaign. The 
campaign is many-sided including the training and 
mobilization of neighborhood peace interveners, the 
retraining of police, and a weekly peace walk with local 
congregations to support a “culture of peace and 
healing” in neighborhoods at risk. The neighbors there 
support these walks and it has always been peaceful 
and friendly. It’s a nice way to meet people from across 
the spectrum of Oakland communities who support 
Ceasefire efforts. Meet inside First Mt. Sinai Church, 
1970 86th Ave. For info, call 510-606-5064.   

Sat. Oct. 15, 10:30am. Shabbat Service with Sharon 
Grodin and Beth Dickinson. As we read the poem that 
comprises parashat Haazinu (Deuteronomy 32), we can 

see the influence of the theology of the prophets on 
this chapter. Of course, the prophets were centuries 
after Moses, so this is a much later insert into the 
Torah with a very different way of seeing God. What 
was this theology and how does it connect to later 
Jewish spirituality and to our social activism today? We 
will especially look at Deuteronomy 32:37-40. Kiddush 
to follow. Bring a veggy potluck dish to share. Fireside 
Room. 

Sun., Oct. 16, 11am-1pm. Kehilla Neighborhood 
Brunches. 

Sun., Oct. 16, 5:30pm. Chai Mitzvah Group. Back 
classroom, main floor.   (See details, p. 11.)  

Mon., Oct. 17, 7-9pm. Community Discussion of Ballot 
Propositions and Local Measures.  Sponsored by the 
Economic Justice Committee, the Greening Committee 
and Anti-Death Penalty Action Group. Social Hall. (See 
article, p. 17.) 

Mon., Oct. 17, 6:30pm. "Elements of Magical Judaism" 
class. Taught by Jude Elfe & Jonathan Furst. Sanctuary.  
(See p. 12 for details.) 

Wed., Oct. 19, 7:50am Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room. (Enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview.)  Doors open at 7:50 a.m., 
short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30, 
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. 

Wed., Oct. 19, 7pm. Economic Justice Committee 
Meeting. Social Hall. 

Thurs., Oct. 20, 4-6pm. Kehilla School. Please enter 
through the kitchen door. 

Fri., Oct. 21, 6:30pm, Sukkot Shabbat Friday Evening 
Potluck in the Sukkah. Bring the whole family and join 
us for a Sukkot dinner in the Sukkah (and/or Social 
Hall). This is not a ritual-heavy event – our major 
purpose is to celebrate and be happy, which is the very 
purpose the Torah describes for the holiday. We’ll do a 
few blessings, then a potluck dinner, conversation, 
perhaps a chance for kids to make sukkah decorations, 
and then, as you choose to, do the ritual of blessing the 
lulav palm frond and shaking in blessing to all the 
world’s directions with Rabbi David. At Kehilla 
Remember: Bring a veggy potluck dish to share and be 
joyous. 

Sat., Oct. 22, 10:30am. Sukkot Shabbat with Special 
Procession.  Appropriate for everyone in the family. 
Join Rabbi David & Julie Nesnansky as we celebrate 
Sukkot with a joyous musical service and processions 
(“hakafot”) with lulav followed by Kiddush in the 
sukkah. Bring veggie finger food to share. 
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Mon. Oct. 24. Simchat Torah Celebration at Chochmat 
HaLev  2215 Prince St., Berkeley at Fulton. 
Join with all the Bay Area Renewal communities for a 
night of sacred and ecstastic dancing to live music and 
special Torah chanting to celebrate the conclusion of 
our High Holy Day journey.    
6:00pm  Special Kids Celebration with Jen Miriam and 
Alon Altman, dance and sing around the Torah with  
puppets, music and friends 
6:30pm Vegetarian potluck dinner 
7:00 pm Maariv, Dancing and Torah service with the 
Shirat HaLev Musicians 
9:30 pm- Kiddush and refreshments 
Donation:  Members of participating organizations: 
$15-10   General Public $20-15   Children: $5 

Tues., Oct. 25, 6:45pm. (Dinner at 6:15)  Board of 
Trustees Meeting. All are welcome. Fireside  Room. 

Wed., Oct. 26, 7:50am Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room. (Enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview.)  Doors open at 7:50 a.m., 
short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30, 
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. 

Wed., Oct. 26, 7pm. A Class in the Poetic Word. Taught 
by Lenore Weiss. Fireside Room. (See p. 12 for details.) 

Thurs., Oct. 27, 4-6pm.  Kehilla School. Please enter 
through the kitchen door. 

Thurs., Oct. 27, 6:30pm. "700 Benches: 
Experiencing Biblical Hebrew." Taught by Jenna Kemp. 
(See details on p. 10)  

Fri., Oct. 28, 6:30pm, Tot Shabbat. For children up to 5 
years old (or older if they enjoy it) and their grown-ups. 
Led by Jen Miriam Kantor, Alon Altman and Jen’s 
puppet friends. Please bring a vegetarian potluck dish. 
In the Social Hall. 

Sat., Oct 29, 10:30am.  Shabbat Service and Torah 
Study with Rabbi David and Beth Dickinson. Here we go 
again! We are starting the Torah anew from the first 
parasha of the Torah. We will be looking at the mythic 
Garden of Eden story and how it has been 
reinterpreted in traditional and modern midrash (such 
as by Lilith Magazine and John Steinbeck). During the 
service, rather than chanting the Torah we will study 

and discuss Chapter 3 of Genesis. Followed by Kiddush. 
Bring veggie finger food to share. 

Sat., Oct.29, 9am. 30th annual Harmony Walk/Run to 
End Homelessness in Richmond, hosted by the Greater 
Richmond Interfaith Program (GRIP). Check-in 9:30am. 
Walk begins 10:30am.The web address with a link to 
our team page & further details will be provided in the 
Kehilla weekly e-mails. You can walk or run for as 
much, or as little, a distance as you want.  And, there 
will be a festival in the park after the walk. (See 
announcement, p. 14.) 

Sun., Oct. 30, 2:30-5:00, (1) Nuts and Bolts Workshop 
for Parents & (2) Interactive Discussion with Shalom 
Bayit for Bar/Bat Mitzvah Students 
(1) is required for parents, (2) is highly recommended 
for Students 
   Parents who have previously gone through the 
program will be coming to and share their nuts and 
bolts experiences about planning for the whole year, 
including sharing details about how to keep things 
organized, as well as kiddush and party planning. 
Simultaneously, Zephira Derblich-Milea from Shalom 
Bayit will be presenting her award-winning workshop, 
“Love Shouldn’t Hurt.” www.shalom-bayit.org/teen 
In this workshop, students will have the opportunity to 
learn and discuss about how to build and maintain 
healthy relationships.    
For questions or to request childcare for BBM related 
activities, contact sandra@kehillasynagogue.org.  

Mon., Oct. 31, 6:30-9:30pm. "Elements of Magical 
Judaism" class. Taught by Jude Elfe & Jonathan Furst. 
Sanctuary.  (See p. 12 for details.) 

Sat., Nov. 5, 6:45pm. Annual Harvest Dinner of the 
Faith Trio (Kehilla, Islamic Cultural Center, Montclair 
Presbyterian). Come early at 6:15 if you would like to 
be present at the Muslim evening prayer. Followed by 
multi-faith blessings before dinner. Designated potluck: 
Kehilla members bring veggy salads (fish okay). 
Muslims, Jews and Christians eating together and an 
opportunity to discuss the subject of the evening: 
Solidarity: A Spiritual Necessity. At the Islamic Cultural 
Center, 1433 Madison Street, Oakland. 
 

 
  

http://www.shalom-bayit.org/teen
mailto:sandra@kehillasynagogue.org.
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Kehilla Community Synagogue 
Please use the following number for all staff:  (510) 547-2424 

Co-Rabbi, David J. Cooper 
Rabbidavid@kehillasynagogue.org 

Co-Rabbi, Dev Noily  
RabbiDev@kehillasynagogue.org 

Executive Director,  Michael Saxe-Taller 
Michael@kehillasynagogue.org 

Managing Director, Beth Bittle 
Beth@kehillasynagogue.org 

Hazzan Shulamit Wise Fairman 
Shulamit@kehillasynagogue.org 

Bar/Bat Mitvzah Program Director, Sandra Razieli 
Sandra@kehillasynagogue.org 

Founding Rabbi, Burt Jacobson   (510) 283-5704 
RabBurt@earthlink.net 
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Communications Coordinator,  
Sasha Gottfried 
Sasha@kehillasynagogue.org 

Youth Programs Coordinator,  
Natalie Boskin  
Natalie@kehillasynagogue.org 

Bookkeeper, Molly Melamed 
Molly@kehillasynagogue.org 

Events Line: 

Fax: (510) 547-2442 

Chevra Kadisha: 
Jane Hoberman: 510-843-6047 

Committee Against Abuse: 
Steven Falk: 510-339-0517 

Spiritual Life Practices Committee Chair:  
Shoshana Finacom 
Spirituallife@kehillasynagogue.org 
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              High Holy Days 5777/2016 
                     Seeking Shelter in the Days of Awe:  
            Immigrants and Refugees, Longing and Home 
                                                    by Rabbi Dev Noily 

     In March of this year a 
group of Kehilla members 
working on immigration 
issues called a meeting to 
connect people in our 
community who are involved 

in all kinds of work and service with immigrants and 
refugees, and the laws and policies affecting them. 
    Here are some of the ways people who came to the 
meeting are engaged: 

 Working with Nueva Esperanza to form 
accompaniment teams who provide direct 
support to newly arrived Central American 
immigrants; 

 Supporting LGBT refugees through the Jewish 
Family and Community Services of the East 
Bay LGBT refugee resettlement program ; 

 Working with Jewish Voice for Peace doing 
neighborhood canvassing focused on 
welcoming refugees and ending Muslim 
profiling; 

 Participating in monthly vigils at the ICE West 
County Detention Facility to support 
immigrant detainees and their families; 

 Exploring Kehilla's potential to be a sanctuary 
synagogue for those who face deportation; 

 Providing legal or counseling services to 
immigrants; 

 Providing direct or financial support for Syrian 
and other refugees in Europe, through the 
Hebrew Immigrant Aid Society (HIAS) and 
other agencies; 

 Working with the East Bay Interfaith 
Immigration Coalition; 

 Providing support to Syrian refugees coming 
to the U.S. 

    I left that meeting inspired and moved by the 
incredible energy among people in the Kehilla 
community.  There are so many ways that so many 
people are supporting immigrants and refugees, 

fighting against deportations and human rights 
abuses, and advocating for policy changes that reflect 
our commitment to welcome people who are fleeing 
war, persecution and social and economic turmoil.   
    One thing that came up at the meeting was the 
need to let more people know about the work that’s 
happening, and to help more people join in.  How 
could we get word out about where contributions are 
needed and how people contribute—whether 
someone has an occasional few hours or dollars to 
give, or has housing to share, or can offer an ongoing 
gift of time? 
    When the Spiritual Leadership team (Rabbi David, 
Hazzan Shulamit, Avi Rose, Rabbi Burt, Howard 
Hamburger, Sandra Razieli, Sharon Grodin and myself) 
met to consider our theme for this year’s High Holy 
Days, “immigrants and refugees” emerged as a 
compelling choice.  We saw at least a trio of 
interconnected reasons to dig into this ground:  (1) the 
urgent humanitarian and justice issues underlying the 
unprecedented migration underway, (2) the energy 
already flowing in Kehilla to address the crises, and (3) 
the potential for our coming together for High Holy 
Days to help more people respond to the crises.  
    One more reason to let ourselves be guided by this 
theme is its profoundly rich spiritual terrain.  
Experiences of seeking refuge, migrating, yearning for 
home and offering harbor and kindness to those 
fleeing from danger open up the big questions that all 
of us sometimes face in moments of stillness.  What is 
the sense of disorientation, separateness or apartness 
that we sometimes feel? How do we come to be at 
home in the world and in ourselves? What is our 
longing for connection and at-one-ment—where does 
it come from, and where can it lead us? What are our 
personal and communal histories of migration and 
how do they shape us? How can we move toward 
harmony and balance between our unique individual 
experience and our shared connection to all that is? 

[continued on p. 19]
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Renew Your Membership Now! 
    Kehilla members in good standing will automatically 

receive complimentary admission to High Holy Day 
services when you renew your membership for 2015-16.  

Your admission to High Holy Day services will be your 
name at the door, along with your name tag.  

    To renew your membership, please visit our website at 
www.KehillaSynagogue.org.     

 

Discounts 
On First-Time Membership 

    We are offering a discount on membership dues 
through December 1, 2016. Dues are $200 for Adults 
under 30, and $660 for Adults 30 and over, and will 
include tickets to all High Holy Day services. Conversely, 
any payment made for High Holy Day tickets can be 
applied to the cost of membership. Payment plans can be 
arranged. 

   Visit the website at www.KehillaSynagogue.org and 
click on “JOIN” for more information, or  contact Sasha at 
(510) 547-2424 x100 or Sasha@KehillaSynagogue.org.   

 

 

High Holy Day Tickets  
for the General Public 

Tickets to services  for the general public can be 
ordered on the website at 

http://kehillasynagogue.org/highholydays/  

Tickets will also be available 
 for purchase at the door. 

High Holy Days Schedule 
The Bird of Many Colors:  

A Pre-Holy Days Ingathering 
Saturday, September 24  

Social hour at 7:15, Program at 8pm 

Erev Rosh Hashanah at Scottish Rite Center  
Sunday, October 2, 6:30pm  

Rosh Hashanah at Scottish Rite Center  
Monday, October 3, 9:30am  

Rosh Hashanah Family & Youth Service 
 at Scottish Rite Center 
Monday, October 3, 10am 

Rosh Hashanah Toddler Services 
at Scottish Rite Center 

Monday, October 3, 10:15am 

Second Day Rosh Hashanah at Kehilla  
Tuesday, October 4, 9:30am 

Shabbat Shuvah at Kehilla 
Saturday, October 8, 10:30am 

Kol Nidre at Scottish Rite Center 
 Tuesday, October 11, 6:30pm  

Kol Nidre Family Service at Kehilla  
Tuesday, October 11, 6:30pm 

Kol Nidre Toddler Service at Kehilla  
Tuesday, October 11, 6:30pm 

Yom Kippur Day at Scottish Rite Center  
Wednesday, October 12, 9:30am  

Yom Kippur Youth Service for 6th-8th Graders 
at Scottish Rite Center 

Wednesday, October 12, 10am 

Yom Kippur Afternoon/Evening at Kehilla 
Wednesday, October 12 

2:00-4:30pm: Drop off potluck offerings* 
2:30-3:30pm: Workshops 

 4:30pm: Yizkor (Remembrance) 
5:15pm: Rabbi Burt Teaching, Healing Service & Dukhanen  

6:30pm: Ne’ila (Closing the Gates) 
8pm: Community Potluck Break-fast 

*Please bring a vegetarian main dish to share. Food can be 
dropped off at Kehilla between 2:00 & 4:30pm or at 7:45pm 

 

 

KKeehhiillllaa  HHiigghh  HHoollyy  DDaayyss  
22001166//55777777 

http://www.KehillaSynagogue.org.
http://www.KehillaSynagogue.org
mailto:Sasha@KehillaSynagogue.org.
http://kehillasynagogue.org/highholydays/
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Executively Speaking  
A New Year: Looking Ahead 

                                         by Michael Saxe-Taller, Executive Director 
      

       It is again that time of the Jewish 
cycle when we reflect on the past year    
and imagine the one that is coming.   
     This year, my first full Jewish year at 
Kehilla, was filled with important 

moments and solid growth for us as a congregation. We 
finished the year a stronger, more cohesive community. 
We have increased our membership, solidified our 
finances, updated our technology, prepared for an 
upcoming rabbinic transition and developed even more 
committed congregant leaders (for specifics, see my June 
Kol Kehilla article at http://kehillasynagogue.org/oh-
what-a-year/. I think we can be proud of all that we did 
to strengthen our community and to make constructive 
change in the communities around us. 
     I am jazzed for the year that is coming up. We enter 
the year planted on firm ground,  prepared to face the 
next important set of challenges for us as a community. I 
think these include: 
     Caring for our building – Our physical home is in need 
of some significant repair. In addition, we want our 
building to be more accessible and more welcoming to 
our own community and to those who join us.  
     Completing our Rabbinic transition – Rabbis David and 
Dev will be serving as Co-Rabbis for this year until the  

 
next stage of the transition occurs in July 2017. We will 
have many chances to appreciate Rabbi David for his 
years of work and to prepare for Rabbi Dev’s step into 
the senior rabbinic role. We will also be searching for a 
dynamic new Director of Kehilla School to join our Kehilla 
leadership team.  
     Addressing the issues of a growing community – 
Kehilla grew by 25 member households in the past year 
and we have reason to think that we will continue to 
grow this year as well. We will need to put attention to 
welcoming our new members, as well as to how we 
maintain our intimacy and individual care while we grow. 
     Thinking about our next 5-10 years – As our present 
day situation has become stable, we now have the 
opportunity to image our future as a congregation and to 
strategize and prioritize the steps that will get us there.    
The Kehilla Board and many of our other committees will 
have opportunities to do this kind of thinking. 
     I am excited for the opportunity to engage with you 
this year on these issues and on the many other aspects 
of Kehilla life.  
     May we all have a sweet year of working, building, 
growing and celebrating together as a community. 
L’Shana Tova

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

It's Membership Renewal Time! 

    It is time again for you to renew your annual Kehilla dues pledge. 

     We are excited to have a new membership renewal and registration process, a result of another one of our 
year’s major accomplishments - a new, upgraded database. We now have one form that is used for membership 
renewals, new memberships and religious school registrations. The form will combine all fees and allow you to 
set up a payment plan. We will also be able to automatically update your contact information into the database.  

     We strongly encourage everyone to renew their membership electronically. If you need a paper registration 
form, please contact Sasha Gottfried at 510-547-2424 x100 or Sasha@kehillasynagogue.org  

     You have recently received a letter and a couple of emails outlining the renewal/registration process. You can 
access the renewal/registration form by going to the to the Kehilla website or to the link in the renewal emails.  

     We deeply appreciate your membership in this community and look forward to another year together! 

  

http://kehillasynagogue.org/oh-
mailto:Sasha@kehillasynagogue.org
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Chai Elul Shabbat & 
New Member Welcome 

Saturday, September 10, 10am 

      Join our “Bima Team” for a spirited, musical service as 
we immerse in the month of Elul and prepare for the High 
Holy Days. Our newest members will receive a special 
honor during the Torah service, and we’ll kick off the 
morning with Ketzev Kehilla, our prayerful percussion 
orchestra. Come one, come all! Children most welcome! 
Vegetarian potluck luncheon to follow. Please bring a 
vegetarian dish to share.  Kiddush also sponsored by Ruth 
Goldstone & James Eder in honor of Ruth's mother Merle 
S. Goldstone's yartzheit. 

 

Solar Lights for Gaza Fundraiser & 
 Pre-Shabbat Potluck 

Friday, September 16, 5:30pm 
     This is a special pre-Shabbat Service gathering and 
potluck meal organized by Kehilla’s Greening Committee 
and Middle East Peace Committee. The purpose is to raise 
tzedakah for Rebuilding Alliance’s project to provide solar 
lights for the residents of Gaza where electricity is often 
available for only four or five hours in a day. This is 
especially needed by children who would otherwise study 
at night by hazardous candle or kerosene light. Guest 
speaker: Donna Baranski-Walker, founder of Rebuilding 
Alliance. We will have a Potluck Dinner in the Social Hall 
starting at 6:00.  Please bring a vegetarian or fish dish to 
share.  Followed by Kabbalat Shabbat Service at 7:30. (See 
article, p. 8.) 

 

Elul Shabbat Service with  
the Chevra Kadisha 

Saturday, September 17, 10:30am 

     Led by Rabbi David, Hazzan Shulamit, and Julie 
Nesnansky. Celebrating the completion of our “Sh’mira 
Readings Project.” Sh’mira is the ritual of staying with the 
body of the deceased in the period preceding the funeral 
during which the shomer (“guardian”) traditionally reads 
from the book of psalms. For our members, when they do 
Sh’mira, Kehilla’s Chevra Kadisha has assembled readings 
from innovative and interpretive translations of the psalms, 
some of which we will read at this service. We will have a 
short Torah reading that morning with one aliyah. 
Deuteronomy 22:6-12. If you want to chant this, email 
Rabbi David.  In the Fireside Room. Kiddush sponsored by 
the Chevra Kadisha. 

A Community Forum on the  
Movement for Black Lives Platform 

Study & Conversation 
Sunday September 18, 3:30 – 7:00pm 

     Join us as we come together to study the 
platform as a community and to listen deeply to 
what the Movement’s leaders are saying. Rabbi 
David, Rabbi Dev, Hazzan Shulamit, and Rabbi Burt 
have endorsed the Movement for Black Lives 
Platform as individuals.  We invite you to read the 
entire platform, either ahead of time or at the 
Forum.   
    Our intention is to create a community forum 
that centers the Platform’s demands for racial and 
economic justice, while making space for the 
complex emotional responses that may arise for us 
in relationship to Jewish identity, racial identity and 
all the aspects of ourselves that make each of us 
who we are. 
    ( See article on p. 9 for details.)  

Kehilla High Holy Days Art Reception 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Saturday, September 17, 3:30-6:30pm 

     Kehilla is honored to present a group show 
reflecting this year’s High Holy Days theme of 
Immigrants. Refugees. Longing. Home. For the first 
time, Kehilla will be using art to deepen our 
individual and collective connection to the High Holy 
Days. 
     Over 20 Kehilla members have contributed more 
than 30 pieces, including sketches, paintings, mixed 
media, ceramics, photos, and narrative. The work is 
both beautiful and powerful. We invite you to join us 
at the artists’ reception.  Thanks to the talent and 
generosity of our congregation, art will be displayed 
not only in the Fireside Room but throughout the 
synagogue. Light refreshments will be served. We 
look forward to seeing you there! 
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A Gym for Writers 
     Have you always wanted to explore writing and 
other writers, but need a supportive environment 
to get the ink going? Here's an open invitation for 
all those who'd like to discuss forming a Jewish-
based writing group. 
     The possibilities might include — a place where 
we can generate new writing based on prompts 
and other self-starters, exchange information 
about our favorite Jewish writers and poets, read 
together, or something else.  
      If interested, please contact Lenore Weiss at 
webcontentlw@gmail.com  with "Gym for 
Writers"  in the subject line.   

Yoga for Renewal: 
Rooted in Jewish Mystical Teachings 

with Julie Emden of Jewish LearningWorks 

 

Sunday, September 18, 2:00-4:00pm 

     Integrate, mind, body, heart and spirit. Enhance 
your practices for living in balance and wellness with 
this gentle, grounded Iyengar-based yoga and 
movement practice infused with themes of 
realignment and renewal for the Jewish New Year. 

     Location:  4th Street Yoga, 1809 4th St., Berkeley 
     Cost:  $25.   Register: yogasept20.eventbrite.com 

     Co-sponsored by 4th Street Yoga, Chochmat HaLev, 
Congregation Netivot Shalom, Kehilla Community 

Synagogue, Temple Sinai Oakland. 

     Contact: jemden@jewishlearningworks.org 
About Julie Emden:  Julie directs the Embodied Jewish 
Learning Initiative at Jewish LearningWorks. A graduate of 
five fellowship and certification programs related to her 
work as a Jewish Educator and as a Yoga, Movement and 
Dance Instructor, Julie holds a BA from the University of 
Michigan. She holds teaching certifications in Iyengar-
based yoga from the Yoga Room in Berkeley, in Yoga and 
Jewish Spirituality from Elat Chayyim Center for Jewish 
Spirituality, and in Movement-based Expressive Arts from 
Tamalpa Institute.  

 “We Are the Bridge” Exhibit Reception 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Sunday, September 18, 1- 3 pm 
     This exhibit showcases works by artists of multiple 
faith traditions, and is sponsored by the Faith Trio 
(Kehilla, Islamic Cultural Center, and Montclair 
Presbyterian).  It includes a large selection from the 
May 2015 interfaith exhibition held at the Islamic 
Cultural Center of Northern California. Kehilla artists 
Tamar Raine, Susan Freundlich and Lea Delson are 
represented in this exhibit, along with many other 
wonderful artists.  Free Reception with Music. 

 At Osher Marin JCC  
 200 North San Pedro Rd. San Rafael 

 
Mission Dolores Window by Lea Delson 

 

The Bird of Many Colors: 
A Pre-Holy Days Ingathering 

Saturday, September 24 
Shmooze: 7:15pm  Program: 8pm 

     Gather with us one week before Rosh Hashanah, as 
we turn together toward the Days of Awe. This year, 
rather than observing Selichot with a service, all are 
welcome to an evening of community, music, stories, 
meditation and reflection.  

      Join us in the social hall for a little nosh and 
socializing, followed by a program led by the Kehilla 
spiritual leadership and musical prayer leaders, as we 
focus our awareness and maybe set some intention for 
our experience of the holy days.   If you are new to 
Kehilla, or to Kehilla’s observance of the High Holydays, 
this evening is a lovely way to begin the experience.  If 
you’re accustomed to the Selichot services of the last 
few years, you’ll find a similar opportunity in this 
program for settling into intention and reflection. 

 

mailto:webcontentlw@gmail.com
mailto:jemden@jewishlearningworks.org
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"Mrs. Reiff And The Counterfeit Shop" 
by Stephanie Anne Johnson 

A Staged Play Reading 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Sunday, September 25, 5pm 

     We are delighted to present a staged reading of 
Stephanie Anne Johnson’s newest play. This 
autobiographical portrait begins when teenaged 
Stephanie looks into the window of an art store in 
Englewood, New Jersey. 
      Welcomed by Mrs. Reiff, the owner of the 
Counterfeit Shop, they develop a decades long 
friendship which transcends age, culture, race, and 
religion. There are flashbacks to highlight this 
historical moment on the East Coast when Black 
people and Jewish people shared common cause in 
the quest for social justice. A surprising cultural 
intersection is revealed at the end of the play. 
      Susan Felix, Bruce Bierman, and Stephanie Anne 
Johnson will be the readers. Bruce Bierman will lead 
participants in Jewish dance before an open 
discussion of this play in development.   
     People of all ages are welcome to attend this 
event.  Admission is free. Donations for the actors 
and technician will be gratefully accepted. 

In the Sanctuary 

 

Sukkot Shabbat: 
Friday Evening Potluck in the Sukkah 

 
Friday, October 21, 6:30pm 

    Bring the whole family and join us for a Sukkot 
dinner in the Sukkah (and/or Social Hall). This is not a 
ritual-heavy event – our major purpose is to 
celebrate and be happy which is the very purpose 
the Torah describes for the holiday. We’ll do a few 
blessings, then a potluck dinner, conversation, 
perhaps a chance for kids to make sukkah 
decorations, and then, as you choose to, do the ritual 
of blessing the lulav palm frond and shaking in 
blessing to all the world’s directions with Rabbi 
David.   Remember: Bring a veggie potluck dish to 
share and be joyous! (Fish okay, but no shellfish, 
please.) 

 

Annual Harvest Dinner of the Faith Trio 
“Solidarity: A Spiritual Necessity”  

 

 
Saturday evening, November 5 

 
6:15 Come early if you would like to be present at the 
Muslim evening service 
6:45 Multi-Faith Blessings, Potluck Dinner (see below) 
and Conversation 
 
     The Faith Trio is an alliance of Kehilla Community 
Synagogue, Islamic Cultural Center of Northern 
California, and Montclair Presbyterian Church. Every 
year we hold an autumn gathering. Often we have a 
theme for discussion at the tables. The opening 
question this year: “What is your earliest memory of an 
experience where you met someone from another 
religious background?” Our discussions will focus on 
the spiritual necessity for interfaith solidarity.  
Designated potluck: Kehilla members bring veggy 
salads (fish okay). 

At the Islamic Cultural Center of Northern California 
1433 Madison Street, Oakland near 14th Street 
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Kehilla Neighborhood Brunches Return! 
Sunday, October 16, 11:00am-1:00pm

If you have ever wanted to find out more about the 
Kehilla members in your neighborhood and to make 
connections in your local village - come to a Kehilla 
Neighborhood Brunch!   This year our brunch is on the 
day of the first evening of Sukkot. 

WHERE: We expect to have hosts for Berkeley, 
Richmond, South Oakland and the 
Rockridge/Temescal/Grand Lake/Piedmont area of 
Oakland. WHAT: The hosts will provide juice, coffee 
and tea.   

Guests are asked to bring vegetarian brunch items to 
share. 

Save the Date and look for further announcements in 
the weekly emails or call the office!  We hope to see 
you there!  If you are willing to volunteer your home, 
please email chesed@kehillasynagogue.org.  Your offer 
will be much appreciated. 

Shalom, 
The Chesed Committee 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Erev Simchat Torah Celebration!  
Monday, October 24 

 

 

 

 

at Chochmat HaLev   
2215 Prince St., Berkeley at Fulton. 

Join with all the Bay Area Renewal communities for 
a night of sacred and ecstastic dancing to live 
music and special Torah chanting to celebrate the 
conclusion of our High Holy Day journey.    

6:00pm  Special Kids Celebration with Jen Miriam 
and Alon Altman, dance and sing around the Torah 
with  puppets, music and friends 

6:30pm Vegetarian potluck dinner 

7:00 pm Maariv, Dancing and Torah service with 
the Shirat HaLev Musicians 

9:30 pm- Kiddush and refreshments 

Donation:  Members of participating organizations: 
$15-10   General Public $20-15   Children: $5 

Save the Date! 

The Buddha & The Ba’al Shem Tov 
With Zoketsu Norman Fischer, Rabbi Burt Jacobson &  

Rabbi Dev Noily  
Come celebrate Rabbi Burt's 80th Birthday! 

Saturday Evening, November 19, 7:30pm 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

   Our own visionary teacher Rabbi Burt and noted poet, 
meditation teacher and Zen Buddhist priest, Norman 
Fischer will be in dialogue, moderated by Rabbi Dev. They 
will explore parallels in the teaching and lives of the 
Buddha and the Ba’al Shem Tov, two enlightened teachers 
who saw the Divine everywhere, and taught the spiritual 
values of mystery, compassion, love and joy. 

   Come and celebrate Rabbi Burt’s 80th birthday and 50th 
year in the rabbinate! The dialogue will be followed by 
delectable desserts and drinks in the Social Hall. 

   PLEASE NOTE – We will be celebrating Rabbi Burt’s 80th 
throughout Shabbat on November 18 & 19.  We will have 
Kabbalat Shabbat services and oneg on Friday night, and 
special Shabbat morning services and lunch on Saturday. 

Sanctuary 
 

 

 

 

mailto:chesed@kehillasynagogue.org.
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Book Discussion Group 
All Kehilla members are welcome to join us for our customary meetings on the second Monday of the month at 7pm in 
the Fireside Room. These books are from the San Francisco Jewiish Community Library and there might be copies to 
borrow. 

Monday, September 12, 7pm 
The Fixer by Bernard Malamud 

     The Fixer (1966) is Bernard Malamud's best-known 
and most acclaimed novel -- one that makes manifest his 
roots in Russian fiction, especially that of Isaac Babel.  
Set in Kiev in 1911 during a period of heightened anti-
Semitism, the novel tells the story of Yakov Bok, a Jewish 
handyman blamed for the brutal murder of a young 
Russian boy. Bok leaves his village to try his luck in Kiev, 
and after denying his Jewish identity, finds himself 
working for a member of the anti-Semitic Black 
Hundreds Society. When the boy is found nearly drained 
of blood in a cave, the Black Hundreds accuse the Jews of 
ritual murder. Arrested and imprisoned, Bok refuses to 
confess to a crime that he did not commit. 
 

 

Monday, October 10, 7pm 
Mystics of Mile End by Sigal Samuel 

     Sigal Samuel’s debut novel, in the vein of Nicole 
Krauss’s bestselling The History of Love, is an imaginative 
story that delves into the heart of Jewish mysticism, 
faith, and family. In the half-Hasidic, half-hipster 
Montreal neighborhood of Mile End, eleven-year-old Lev 
Meyer is discovering that there may be a place for 
Judaism in his life. As he learns about science in his day 
school, Lev begins his own extracurricular study of the 
Bible’s Tree of Knowledge with neighbor Mr. Katz, who is 
building his own Tree out of trash. Meanwhile his sister 
Samara is secretly studying for her Bat Mitzvah with 
next-door neighbor and Holocaust survivor, Mr. 
Glassman. All the while his father, David, a professor of 
Jewish mysticism, is a non-believer. 

 
Solar Lights for Gaza Fundraiser & 

 Pre-Shabbat Potluck 
Please join Kehilla’s Greening and Middle East Peace Committees for a potluck dinner on  

September 16 at 5:30pm and fundraiser to support the children of Gaza. 

         Gaza is still recovering from fifty-one days of 
bombing in 2014. Electricity, water, and sewage systems 
are all still very fragile, and more than 17,000 people are 
still in temporary housing. Families there are affected 
daily by rolling black-outs. Far too often electricity is 
only available for 4 hours per day. Children must do 
their homework by dangerous kerosene lamps or 
candlelight. For the last year, the Rebuilding Alliance, a 
local non-profit organization, has been fundraising and 
shpping solar powered lights to Non-Governmental 
Organizations in Gaza. Our goal is to help raise funds to 
help them send the next pallet of 1,920 solar-powered 
lights to Gaza's children. 
     Our speaker for the evening will be Donna Baranski-
Walker, founder and Executive Director of Rebuilding 
Alliance, who was in Gaza in April to distribute the first 
pallet of solar lights. Rebuilding Alliance is working with 
Palestinian Non-Governmental Organizations in Gaza to 
distribute the solar lights to children and families in 
need. Donna will explain how Rebuilding Alliance is able 
to send the solar-powered lights through the blockade 
following pre-clearance by both Palestinian and Israeli 
Customs. She also will tell us about their NGO partners 
and some of the families she visited in Gaza. This will be 

a rare opportunity to hear directly from someone who 
has spent time in Gaza supporting children and families.  
     Rebuilding Alliance has already delivered three pallets 
of solar lights so children in Gaza can safely study and 
spend time with their families. There are 700,000 
children in Gaza.  Please join us on Sept. 16th to help 
Rebuilding Alliance send more Luci Lights to Gaza's 
children. 
     We will have a Potluck Dinner in the Social Hall 
starting at 5:30. Please bring a vegetarian or fish dish to 
share.  
     And please join us after dinner and the presentation 
for a spirited, musical Kabbalat Shabbat service to sing, 
meditate, dance, and rest in the joy and peace of 
Shabbat. Led by Hazzan Shulamit and Julie Nesnansky. 
     We hope you can join us on September 16 to hear first 
hand from our guest about her experience personally 
delivering solar lights to Gaza. But if you can’t make it, 
please make a donation to this great project!  
     You can donate at this link: 
https://commitchange.com/ca/burlingame-
94010/rebuilding-alliance/events/kehilla-for-gazas-
children 

https://commitchange.com/ca/burlingame-
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You’re Invited: 
A Community Forum on the Movement for Black Lives Platform: 

Study & Conversation 

Sunday September 18, 3:30 – 7:00pm 
by Rabbi Dev Noily 

     In early August the Movement for Black Lives 
Platform was published.  Organizers described their 
project this way: 

In response to the sustained and increasingly visible 
violence against Black communities in the U.S. and 
globally, a collective of more than 50 organizations 
representing thousands of Black people from across 
the country have come together with renewed 
energy and purpose to articulate a common vision 
and agenda. 
Our resistance and rebellion are not new, but like 
other times in history have come to a critical mass, 
and the bravery of those in Ferguson and across 
the country captured the attention of the world. A 
year ago, over 2,000 of us gathered in Cleveland to 
reflect on the state of our movement for liberation 
and celebrate our people, both those who have 
fallen and those who have survived. It was there 
that we began the process of uniting to articulate a 
shared vision of the world we want to live in. 

     The Platform articulates that sweeping and radical 
vision for racial and economic justice. It addresses 
reparations, education, healthcare, housing, policing, 
militarization (domestic and foreign), incarceration, 
criminalization, community control, and other aspects 
of U.S. society and policy that impact Black lives. 
     We’re excited to come together to study the 
platform as a community and to listen deeply to what 
the Movement’s leaders are saying. Rabbi David, 
Hazzan Shulamit, Rabbi Burt and I have endorsed the 
Movement for Black Lives Platform as individuals.  As I 
read the Platform I felt the tectonic plates of racial 
injustice in our country begin to shift.  In the profound 
language of the background pieces I could hear more 
of the stories of Black lives, deepening my awareness 
of the differences between my experience as White 
person and the experiences of so many Black people I 

live alongside.   I heard the Platform as a call to listen 
to Black voices, as a call to compassion, and as a call to 
join more fully in the M4BL struggle to root out the 
injustice that continues to rot the core of our country.  
This feels like an extraordinary historic moment to me, 
and I feel humbled and grateful for the Movement for 
Black Lives as path to justice for all of us. 
     We’d like Kehilla to consider endorsing the Platform 
as an organization as well. This Forum will be our first 
communal conversation about the Platform, and will 
help us to discern the next steps in this process.   
     The primary focus of our learning and 
conversations will be the current and historic 
experiences of Black people in the U.S., and the ways 
that White supremacy has operated, and continues to 
operate in our society and in our souls. 
     We invite you to read the entire platform, either 
ahead of time or at the September 18 Community 
Forum.  The first part of the afternoon will be devoted 
to studying the Platform.  You will find links to a 
summary of the Platform, and to the deeper analysis 
of each of its six parts on our website at this link: 
http://kehillasynagogue.org/event/a-community-
forum-on-the-movement-for-black-lives-platform-
study-conversation/  
     After doing text study with the Platform we’ll have 
a break and a nosh/snack.  The second half of the 
afternoon will be a compassionate listening-style 
session, where people gather in facilitated small 
groups to share their responses, reactions to and 
questions about the platform.  We will have at least 
one small group for People of Color.  We’ll end with 
everyone coming together to share highlights from the 
small group conversations.  You may come for the 
whole time, or just the first half, or just the second 
half.   [continued on p. 13.]

 

http://kehillasynagogue.org/event/a-community-
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New Adult Education Classes Fall 2016 

To Register for Classes: You can register and pay online at www.KehillaSynagogue.org (click on the 
"LEARN" link and then click on Adult Education), or send check payable to Kehilla to Kehilla, 

 1300 Grand Ave., Piedmont, CA 94610.  

 
 
“700 Benches: Experiencing Biblical Hebrew” 
Class 
Begins September 8, 6:30pm 
Taught by Jenna Kemp 
Have you ever wanted to read and understand Torah 
Hebrew? As a first phase in the launch of Kehilla’s new 
“700 Benches” beit-midrash program,  Kehilla is 
offering  a class designed to be an immersive 
experience in the language and structure of biblical 
Hebrew. What do we mean by “immersive?" Think of 
once a week jumping into the deep end of the pool—
with water wings as needed, swim buddies, and a 
lifeguard. 
This class is a multi-level beit-midrash in which 
students will learn the grammar that will allow them 
to begin reading biblical Hebrew without an English 
translation. Working primarily in chevrutah (pairs, 
small groups), we will learn grammar together, while 
simultaneously reading biblical narrative in Hebrew. 
People at all levels of Hebrew abilities are encouraged 
to join. Students will be expected to do some 
homework and memorization, but the emphasis is on 
concepts and resources that will allow you to begin to 
“swim” on your own! 
If you are interested in the class, but need some work 
on your aleph-bet, you will find resources to help get 
you up to speed on our website at this link: 
http://kehillasynagogue.org/online-hebrewbiblical-
text-resources/ 
Prerequisite: Aleph-bet and Vowels 
Dates:  Thursdays, Sept. 8- Sept. 29, Oct. 27, Nov. 3 (A 
six-session series) 
Time: 6:30-8:30pm 
Cost: $150 Kehilla members, $180 General Public.  No 
one turned away for lack of ability to pay the full 
amount. If you are unable to pay the full amount, 
please contact sjgrodin@comcast.net. 
Questions? Contact Jenna Stover-Kemp at 
jennakemp25@gmail.com or Sharon Grodin at 
sjgrodin@comcast.net. No one is turned away for lack 
of funds; please discuss this with us. 

 
 

 
 
Conversion Group  
Begins September 12, 7:30pm 
Led by Rabbi Dev Noily and Sharon Grodin 

 Kehilla’s conversion group is the communal portion of 
a process of individual inquiry that each participant 
anticipates will lead to adopting Judaism.  Kehilla’s 
spiritual leaders Rabbi Dev and Sharon Grodin are 
available to guide participants in their reading, 
selection of classes, and experiences that inform their 
education toward discernment about this decision. 
 The group is not an “introduction to Judaism” class, 
but rather a forum where participants reflect on and 
share insights about the studies and experiences each 
is undertaking within Kehilla and elsewhere.  The 
group meets once a month for 1-1/2 hours, which 
typically includes some learning together and 
responding to each others’ questions. Because this 
group is intended to support conversion in the 
context of Kehilla community, after the first two 
sessions, participants are expected to decide whether 
Kehilla is a good fit for them; if so, participants will be 
come members, and if not, participants will be 
supported in finding an alternative for their 
conversion studies. 
If you are interested in this group, please contact 
Sharon Grodin at sjgrodin@comcast.net.  
Dates:  Mondays, Sept. 12, Nov. 14, Dec. 12  
Cost: No charge (but see above about membership).  
Led by Rabbi Dev and Sharon Grodin. 
Location: Sanctuary/Buber Room 

 

http://www.KehillaSynagogue.org
http://kehillasynagogue.org/online-hebrewbiblical-
mailto:sjgrodin@comcast.net.
mailto:jennakemp25@gmail.com
mailto:sjgrodin@comcast.net.
mailto:sjgrodin@comcast.net.
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Adult Education (continued) 
 
"Drumming As Prayer" Class 
A Two-Class Series: September 18 & September 21 
Taught by Debbie Fier, Kehilla Musical Prayer Leader & 
“Heartbeat of the Service"  
     Drumming is an active form of meditation. It 
provides a wonderful way to be present, express 
yourself and learn how to drum with a group in sacred 
community space. At Kehilla, we are creating an 
intergenerational drum group, called Ketzev Kehilla, 
(the Beats of Kehilla), and we have been learning 
some of the rhythms for the Kehilla melodies and also 
drumming at our Chai Shabbat services. 
     This is a two-class series. It can be taken as a series 
or as individual classes. (However, if you want to 
drum at High Holy Days services, you must come to 
both classes.) 
       Those who wish to will have the opportunity to 
drum for our High Holy Days services at the Scottish 
Rite Center in Oakland. Participants who want to join 
us in drumming need to commit to coming to both 
classes of the series (exceptions may be made IF you 
have taken previous ‘Drumming as Prayer’ classes with 
Debbie. In those cases you must come to at least 1 
class). If you have taken this class before, and enjoy 
drumming in our Kehilla circle, please come to the 
class!  We will always learn new rhythms, practice new 
exercises and continue building on what we have 
previously done. 
     All ages and all levels welcome!  Please bring a 
drum if you have one.  If you need a drum for the 
class, please email Sasha@kehillasynagogue.org and 
we will do our best to provide one. Hand percussion 
(shakers, claves, etc.) will be provided. 
     Dates: Sunday, Sept 18 - 4-5:30 and Wednesday,  
Sept 21, 7-8:30 in the Fireside Room.  
    Cost:  2-class series: $36 members/ $46 non-
members; Individual class: $20 members/ $25 non-
members 
    Location: Fireside Room 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Chai Mitzvah Group Forming: “A Jewish Year” 
Begins Sunday, October 16, 5:30pm 

In response to many requests for a more structured, 
group-based program for exploring Judaism, Kehilla is 
offering a Chai Mitzvah group beginning in October.  
What is “Chai Mitzvah,” you ask?  It’s a curriculum and 
structure created by a Jewish-multidenominational 
(including Renewal) group of rabbis and educators, 
designed to support group study and a period of 
committed personal exploration.  No prior experience 
with Judaism or Hebrew is required.  Here’s what the 
creators have to say about it: 

“Chai Mitzvah is a unique adult engagement program 
that encourages an integrated, experiential approach 
to Jewish life through five simple components. Each 
participant:  

1. Attends monthly group learning with a set 
curriculum provided by Chai Mitzvah.  

2. Chooses an independent study topic for the year.  

3. Chooses a ritual/spiritual practice to take on for the 
year.  

4. Chooses a social action activity to commit to for the 
year.  

5. Celebrates the journey!”  

In our case, we’ve chosen “A Jewish Year” as an 
overarching theme. Participants will investigate and 
experience the Jewish calendar as it occurs, separately 
or together, as interests dictate.  Our mitzvah group 
will meet on third Sundays starting in October, with 
minimal costs set to cover our fee from Chai Mitzvah 
for the materials (the more participants, the lower the 
cost, but we are setting the initial registration fee 
$18/person for the 9-month period).  The group may 
decide to engage speakers or project leaders on 
particular topics and share the cost of that additional 
enrichment.  For more information about the 
program, see www.chaimitzvah.org.  For questions 
about our group, contact sjgrodin@comcastnet. 

Dates: Monthly for 9 months, beginning Sunday,  
Oct. 16, 5:30-7pm 

Cost: $18/person 

Location: Back classsroom, main floor 

mailto:Sasha@kehillasynagogue.org
http://www.chaimitzvah.org.
mailto:sjgrodin@comcastnet.
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Adult Education (continued) 
 

Elements of Magical Judaism 
Begins Monday, October 16, 6:00pm 
with Reclaiming* Teachers  
Jude Elf & Maggid Jonathan Furst 
Join us for a six-week exploration of Earth-based 
Judaism through the elements of Earth, Air, Fire, 
Water and Spirit. Develop personal practices and 
improvisational ritual co-creation skills, blending 
modern G!ddess-oriented magic with traditional 
Jewish and ancient Hebraic spirituality.  
Dates: Mondays, October 17 - November 21, 6pm  
Cost: $240-$90 sliding scale 
Location: Sanctuary 
For More Info: contact jfurst@pobox.com or  
415-516-4904 
*Learn more about Reclaiming here: 
http://www.reclaiming.org/  
Co-sponsored by the Jewitch Collective and Derech 
Ha'Aretz Outdoor Yeshiva 
 
I Never Knew Hebrew Could Be So Much Fun 
Class 
Begins Sunday, October 23, 10:30am 
Taught by Bracha Stone 
Once again Bracha is offering her fabulous course in 
beginning Hebrew. Absolutely no previous Hebrew 
experience is required or expected. Come and find out 
why you don’t have to know very much at all in order 
to have Hebrew take on a very special place in your 
life. Bracha loves to teach this class since adults tend 
to be very compliant students and they ask such 
serious questions. Form a community of like-minded 
adults, play games, sing songs and learn, learn, learn.  
Repeaters welcomed!! 

Dates:  Sunday, Oct. 23, 30, Nov. 6, 10:30am-11:45am 
Cost:  $54 members, $66 nonmembers 
Location: Given at the time of registration. 
Call Bracha for questions or concerns. 510-703-2220. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Personalizing Our Experience With Jewish 
Liturgy 
First meeting: Sunday, October 23, 6:30pm 
A new group convened by Bracha Stone 
Designed for those who want to explore an expanded 
and creative relationship to Jewish liturgy. While there 
is no expectation of a belief in "God," this group is 
designed for those who desire to personally connect 
to "something-bigger-than-us" and/or "the-wisdom-
deep-within-us." We will witness and be witnessed as 
we explore our attraction and creative responses to 
traditional Jewish prayer practice. We will meet 
together once a month for 5 months. We will also 
participate in a weekly email conversation concerning 
our intentions, and the challenges and blessings we 
experience as we enact our them. 
Dates:  First meeting is Sunday, Oct. 23, 6:30-8:30. 
There will be a meeting at the same time in the 
evening in November, December, January and 
February. Specific dates for each month will be 
determined by October 1st.  
Cost:  $120 members, $150 nonmembers 
Location: Given at the time of registration.  
Call Bracha for questions or concerns. 510-703-2220.  

A Class in the Poetic Word 
Begins Wednesday, October 26, 7pm 
Taught by Lenore Weiss 
Come learn about several outstanding twentieth-
century American Jewish poets, including a number of 
contemporary writers. The four-session class will 
examine work by poets who express diverse 
connections to the Jewish experience.  For the first 
hour of each session, we will examine and discuss the 
poet’s work. Using writing prompts from the readings, 
during the second hour we will respond to the poetry 
in whatever written form we choose. Open to all. No 
writing experience is required. Special guest visits by 
local poets. All lovers of the word are encouraged to 
participate. Bring a notebook and pen. 
Dates: Wednesday, Oct. 26, Nov.  9,  Nov. 23, Nov. 30, 
7-9pm 
Cost: $88 members, $112 nonmembers 
Location: Fireside Room 
 

mailto:jfurst@pobox.com
http://www.reclaiming.org/
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A Community Forum on the Movement for Black Lives Platform 
[continued] 
     Part of the platform, called Invest/Divest, deals 
with connections between U.S. military spending and 
interventions abroad on the one hand, and the lack of 
funding for domestic social needs and militarization of 
U.S. police on the other hand. This part of the 
platform also addresses U.S. military support for Israel 
and the unjust treatment of Palestinians under 
Occupation, using language that some Jewish people 
and organizations have objected to strongly.   
     Our intention is to create a community forum that 
centers the Platform’s demands for racial and 

economic justice, while making space for the complex 
emotional responses that may arise for us in 
relationship to Jewish identity, racial identity and all 
the aspects of ourselves that make each of us who we 
are.  
     Please be in touch with us if you have questions or 
feedback.  
     RSVP if you can  to Sasha@kehillasynagogue.org.  
 – it will help us a lot as we plan the afternoon. 

 
 

Join the 30th Annual G.R.I.P. Harmony Walk in Richmond 
To End Hunger & Homelessness-to Benefit the Greater Richmond Interfaith Program 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     On October 29, Greater Richmond Interfaith 
Program is hosting its 30th annual Harmony Walk/Run 
to End Homelessness in Richmond. Several Kehilla 
members and members of St. John’s Church joined a 
team last year in memory of David McPhail and Judy 
Abel, GRIP activists who both died in September, 
2015.  
     That team raised over $1,000 in support of the 
Souper Center, a program operated by GRIP, which 
serves meals to homeless and needy residents and 
also runs a family shelter. David and Irene, his wife, 
both Kehilla members, and Betty Young, started a 
group now called David’s Dinner Group which 
prepares a monthly meal for families staying at the 
GRIP shelter. Several Kehilla members, people who 
had been members of an El Cerrito church where 
David had ministered, and members of St John’s 
Presbyterian Church in Berkeley, are in the dinner 
group as well. 
     David did this Walk every year through 2014. 

Kehilla members have another opportunity this year 
to remember and honor David while helping to ease 
homelessness. 
     We encourage everyone’s participation in or pledge 
of money to the team. We will have a team name and 
a team page set-up with the Harmony Walk website 
by mid-September. 
     The web address with a link to our team page & 
further details will be provided in the Kehilla weekly 
e-mails.    
     Check-in on October 29 begins at 9:00 a.m. The Run 
starts at 10:30 a.m. The Walk starts at 10:45 a.m. You 
can walk or run for as much, or as little, a distance as 
you want.  And, there will be a festival in the park 
after the walk.  
     Please consider sending a donation or joining the 
team after the team page is setup. If you have 
questions about the team, feel free to contact Sue 
Goldberg directly at suegoldberg@sbcglobal.net 

 
Pictured: Alex Madonik, Ruthie Levin, Richard Speiglman, Sue Goldberg 

 

mailto:Sasha@kehillasynagogue.org.
mailto:suegoldberg@sbcglobal.net
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An Interview with Spiritual Leader Avi Rose 
by Bill Lazarus

     More refugees are 
fleeing persecution now 
than at any time since the 
end of World War II, says 
Avi Rose, who has spent 
most of his life as a political 
and social activist, and who 
now finds himself turning 
more and more to issues of 
immigration and the flood 
of people seeking safe 
haven. With millions of 
refugees left homeless and 
nationless as the result of 
warfare in Syria and 
elsewhere, Avi sees the 

Jewish response as extending “beyond empathizing. 
“It’s identifying,” he says. “We need to see ourselves 
as coming out of Egypt.” 

     “We were strangers. We know the heart of the 
stranger,” adds Avi, who is executive director of 
Jewish Family and Community Services East Bay . That 
“central narrative” of the Jewish people is a key these 
days to the work of JFCS. About 2,000 of the 8,000 
people it annually serves are refugees and other 
immigrants. While the work of JFCS has historically 
been geared toward helping the Jewish community, it 
is not exclusively so. Avi says, “Tikkun Olam is not 
about bringing healing only to the Jewish people. It’s 
about “olam.” It’s about the world as a whole.” 

     When Avi started work at JFCS in 2005, the agency 
was already involved with helping immigrants from all 
over the world. When the surge of Jewish immigration 
from the Former Soviet Union subsided in the 1990’s, 
JFCS began to serve people from other countries, 
including Afghanistan, Bosnia, Cambodia, Iran, Iraq 
and Syria. Many of these refugees are Muslims. JFCS 
currently helps numerous families from Afghanistan, 
many of whom were subject to persecution after 
assisting Americans in the war against the Taliban. 
JFCS also has devoted itself to helping LGBT refugees 
fleeing particularly harsh oppression because of their 
sexual orientation or gender identities. 

     As a youth, Avi grew up mostly in Phoenix in a 
liberal Jewish family, largely out-of-kilter with the 

mostly right-wing community. His dad hailed from the 
Bronx, and was himself the son of immigrant parents 
who made their way to the United States from 
Lithuania. When Avi was 13, he moved with his family 
to Sacramento, and soon started spending time in the 
Bay Area. It was the late 1960s and “politics, drugs and 
rock and roll — it was all here.” 

     Avi became a political activist in high school, and 
chose to go to college at Brandeis, which was a hotbed 
of leftist politics. While he came out as a gay man in 
college, his activism was focused more on anti-war 
work and economic issues. After college, he worked 
for a period as a union steward. Avi joined other 
progressive Jews in the Boston Committee to 
Challenge Antisemitism and became, in the 1980s, 
involved in New Jewish Agenda, a national 
organization that he co-chaired, and that focused on a 
wide variety of issues, including Mid-East peace, 
feminism, disarmament, LGBT rights, oppression in 
Central America and the sanctuary movement. Avi 
also took up work battling AIDS, and co-edited Twice 
Blessed, a book about gay and lesbian Jews. 

     While Avi was aware of immigration issues, it 
wasn’t then a focus of his work and activism. That 
changed in 2005 when he started at JCFS and found it 
“powerful” to be working to help both Russian Jews 
and Afghan Muslims. “I’m really impressed by the 
resilience of most of the refugees whom we are 
helping.  They are individuals with their own quirks, 
strengths and shortcomings, and most have 
experienced significant trauma. It is a huge 
undertaking to leave your home – everyone and 
everything you know – and start your life over again in 
a new country..” 

     While, culturally, the Bay Area is “really welcoming, 
economically, this is a really hard area to come to,” Avi 
says. As a result, families crowd into small living 
quarters together, and people work two or three jobs 
to get by. 

     At seders, Avi has hosted refugees. “It’s powerful to 
be at a seder with somebody who has recently had to 
‘leave Egypt,’” he says. Avi also asks, “What is more 
Jewish than resettling refugees?” He answers himself 
in a word. “Nothing.”
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A Note on the Israel/Palestine Values Survey 
by Rabbi David J. Cooper 

 
     Last month we send out to every member 
household a survey to determine support for a 
statement of values on Israel/Palestine. One could 
indicate where one stood on a spectrum from very 
much disagreeing to strong agreement (scale of 1 to 
5). 
     As of this writing, 141 responses have been 
received. 
     99 responses are 5’s – strongly agree. (71.7%) 
     26 are 4’s – generally agree (18.8%) 
     7 are 3’s – more or less neutral (5.1%) 
     3 are 2’s – generally disagree (2.2%) 

     3 are 1’s – very much disagree (2.2%) 
     In a few days, I will be reading the many written 
comments on the proposed wording and I plan to 
print some of them in the November Kol Kehilla, with 
the permission of their authors to print with ascription 
or anonymously. 
     The decision to adopt the statement as is (or with 
grammatical changes) will be in the hands of the 
Kehilla Board. Currently the plan is that in October the 
results of the survey and representative comments 
and suggestions will be forwarded to the Board for 
their consideration and action. 

 
Chevra Kadisha Sh'mira Readings Project 

 
    Kehilla’s Chevra Kadisha is pleased to announce the 
completion of our “Sh’mira Readings Project.”  We 
now have two beautiful volumes that can be used by 
the shomrim (“watchers”) –those who sit with the 
body of a community member who has died until the 
time of burial. 
    Traditionally, shomrim read Psalms during the 
sh’mira  (“watching”).  In Kehilla we have provided 
other readings—poetry and prose from Jewish and 
non-Jewish sources as well as portions of our liturgy—
so that each shomer might deepen his or her own 
reflections on the meaning of life and death.   
     As we embarked on revising and expanding these 
additional readings, our discussions and study led us 
to taking a closer look at The Book of Psalms as well.  
We looked at many different translations and 

interpretations and selected the one for each Psalm 
that we thought invoked the values of Jewish Renewal 
movement.  
     A small group from Kehilla’s Chevra Kadisha 
traveled to Boston in June to present a workshop on 
these readings and to discuss Kehilla’s approach to 
sh’mira at the annual K’vod v Nichum (“honor and 
comfort”) conference.  More than thirty people 
attended our workshop and received our presentation 
with great enthusiasm.   
     We will formally present Kehilla’s Readings for 
Shmira and Psalms for Shmira at the Morning Service, 
Sept 17.  We invite the entire community to join in 
our simcha and to learn more about the practice of 
sh’mira.   

 

Finding Your Spiritual Direction 
 
     Spiritual direction is a process of inner listening that 
enables individuals to discern the movement of the 
Spirit in their lives, so they can come to understand 
both the spiritual dimension and the spiritual direction 
of their experience. In this sense, spiritual direction is 
a pathway to teshuvah, toward finding one’s way back 
to the Source that birthed and sustains each of us.  

     Spiritual directors have been trained to help those 
seeking the Spirit to find direction. They also help 
seekers find appropriate spiritual practices. 

     Rabbi Burt offers individual Kehilla congregants 
hour-long meetings in spiritual direction. Any Kehilla 
member is entitled to such a session once a year 
without cost. Burt usually meets with congregants at 
Kehilla on Tuesday afternoons and evenings, several 
times a month. He also sees people at his home in El 
Sobrante at other times during the week. If you are 
interested in meeting with Rabbi Burt, please contact 
him at Rabburt@earthlink.net, or by calling 
510.283.5704. 

 
 

mailto:Rabburt@earthlink.net,
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Competing Death Penalty Initiatives on November Ballot 

by Beth Weinberger 
 

     This November we'll have a chance to vote again to 
repeal California's death penalty, replacing it with Life 
Without Possibility of Parole.  Unfortunately, a 
competing measure that would attempt to change the 
appeals process to expedite executions has caused 
confusion, especially as the latter measure's title is 
misleading.  So here's an explanation of each of the 
initiatives with recommendations in keeping with 
Kehilla policy. 

 
The Justice that Works Act of 2016—Proposition #62  

 This is essentially the same as Prop. 34 on the 
2012 ballot, which Kehilla supported.  It would replace 
the death penalty with life without the possibility of 
parole.  It would: 

 End state killing and eliminate the possibility 
of executing innocent people.  Since 1973, 
156 people, convicted of murder, have been 
exonerated, 3 of them in California. 

 Keep dangerous criminals from ever being 
released. 

 Save approximately $150 million a year that 
could be put to more productive use. 

 Increase to 60% the portion of wages earned 
by persons sentenced to life without parole 
that may go to victim restitution funds. 

Recommendation:  Support Prop. 62 
 
Death Penalty Reform & Savings Act of 2016—
Proposition #66 

  Prop. 66 attempts to “reform” a  failed death 
penalty system by changing the appeals process.  It 
would remove current safeguards, limit the ability to 
present new evidence of innocence and set unrealistic 
deadlines for trials and appeals.  The changed 

procedures and new deadlines would force hiring of 
hundreds of new, inexperienced attorneys at taxpayer 
expense. If it succeeded, it would: 

 Increase the chances of wrongful convictions 
and execution of innocent people 

 Interfere with our due process and appeals 
processes, which might be found 
unconstitutional after costly and lengthy 
lawsuits. 

 Authorize the state to house death row 
inmates in new prisons. 

 Model California's system after Texas' rapid 
execution mill. 

 Move appeals from the state Supreme Court 
to local county courts, prioritizing these cases 
and the shortened timelines.  It would 
overwhelm lower courts and severely limit 
their ability to hear other types of cases or 
conduct any other court business. 

Recommendation: Oppose Prop. 66 
 
        This fall you'll have a chance to hear more about, 
question and discuss these initiatives, as well 
as a number of others at a Kehilla Ballot Initiatives 
evening, October 17.  Mark your calendars and see 
Richard Speiglman's article, also in this issue, on some 
of the other initiatives, researched and recommended 
by Oakland Community Organizations (OCO.) 
     If you want more information now about the death 
penalty initiatives; if you want to help with the 
campaigns or donate to them, go to 
www.yeson62.com or contact me at 
bethw0104@mindspring.com.  

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Not Registered to Vote?  
 

Please contact karenrachels@gmail.com 
of Kehilla’s Economic Justice Committee 
She will help you get registered before 

the November election 

http://www.yeson62.com
mailto:bethw0104@mindspring.com.
mailto:karenrachels@gmail.com
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Community Discussion of Ballot Propositions and Local Measures 
by Richard Speiglman 

 
Monday, October 17, 7-9pm 

Kehilla Social Hall 
Sponsored by  

Kehilla Economic Justice Committee, Greening Committee and Anti-Death Penalty Action Group 

Bring yourself, your friends and your family, your questions and your answers 

     When I was a kid in Des Moines, reform Rabbi 
Edward Zerin (Temple B’nai Jeshurun) used to implore 
youth – perhaps it was at our B’nai Mitzvot – to be 
“informed, participating Jews.”  I may have taken this 
to be the 11th Commandment, and I think the 
instruction was responsible for my 50-something years 
of reading at least the local, state, and national news 
sections of the daily newspaper.  Sometime later, a 
sociology professor suggested that the important 
news appears in the business section.  We won’t get 
into the question of sports news. 

     I never fully understood the Jews part of the 
obligation.  But nevertheless I’m pretty sure the 
informed/participating charge includes voting and, to 
the extent possible, understanding the implications of 
your vote prior to casting it. 

     In their length, California ballots present a serious 
challenge.  We need each other’s help to become well-
informed prior to voting.  Instead of sitting home 
alone the night before the election frantically trying to 
decide how to vote on propositions and local 
measures, on the evening of October 17th please join 
other community members to discuss ballot 
measures. 

 Bring your sample ballot (and your mail-in or 
absentee ballot if you have one) 

 Join discussion of some of the most important 
state and local ballot measures (if only we had 
time to tend to all of them!) 

 Written materials on all the state propositions 
and some local measures will be available, 
including recommendations from Kehilla, 
Oakland Community Organizations (OCO), and 
other organizations 

 Kehilla members and others actively engaged 
in working on some of the measures will offer 
brief presentations 

 
See the next page for OCO's recommendations on 

several state, county, and City of Oakland issues.  
We’ll have expanded endorsement information by 
October 17th.   

 
Please forward information on other measures, or 

for other localities, to Richard or Beth: 

rspeiglman@sbcglobal.net  

bethw0104@mindspring.com   

Or bring the information with you on October 17th.   

If possible, RSVP to Beth or Richard (see their 
contact information above.) 

mailto:rspeiglman@sbcglobal.net
mailto:bethw0104@mindspring.com
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Oakland Community Organizations 

Recommendations on CA, Alameda County, and City of Oakland issues 

Number Title or focus Content OCO 
endorsement 

State Propositions 

55 Tax extension 
Extends the temporary personal income tax on 
incomes over $250,000 to fund education and 

health care (Prop 30 extension) 
Support 

56 Tobacco tax Increases the cigarette tax to $2 / pack Support 

 57 Public Safety & 
Rehabilitation Act 

Increases parole chances for felons convicted of 
non-violent crimes and provides more 

opportunities to earn credits for good behavior 
Support 

 62 Death penalty Repeals the death penalty in CA Support* 

64 Adult Use of Marijuana Act 
Legalizes adults’ growing, possessing, and using 

marijuana for nonmedical purposes, with certain 
restrictions; establishes regulatory system for 

legal market.  

Neutral 

Alameda County Measures 

A Affordable Housing bond 
(property tax) 

Funding for a variety of approaches to promote 
affordable housing  Support 

Oakland City and School District Measures  

JJ Protect Oakland Renters 
Act  

Strengthen tenants’ rights by requiring owners to 
petition through the Rent Board for rent increases 

above annual CPI, extending just cause eviction 
protections to buildings built through 1995, and 

increasing Rent Board transparency and 
accountability 

Support 

LL 
Form civilian oversight 
commission of police 

department 
Promotes civilian oversight of police department Support 

KK 
Infrastructure 

improvements bond 
(property tax) 

Funding for a variety of improvements to streets, 
sidewalks, public buildings, and some funds for 

affordable housing 
Neutral  

HH Tax distributors of sugar-
sweetened beverages 

Promotes public health by raising price of sugar-
sweetened beverages Support 

G1 Oakland Unified School 
District  bond (parcel tax) 

Funds educator salary increases and middle 
school improvements (as of last draft seen) No vote (yet) 

* Kehilla recommends a yes vote on Prop. 62 and a no vote on Prop 66 (which would speed-up 
executions).  See accompanying article, “Competing Death Penalty Initiatives on November Ballot" on 
p. 17. 
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Seeking Shelter in the Days of Awe:  
 Immigrants and Refugees, Longing and Home 
[continued from p. 1] 
 
You can read a more complete description of our 
theme below.  Throughout the High Holy Days season 
and beyond, we’ll be integrating the spiritual practices 
of this time with ways to learn about and respond to 
the crises of migration that are shaking our world.  
During High Holy Days services we’ll hear from some 
of the folks in our community about their experiences 
with immigrants and refugees.  We’ll also have 
resources available during services about how to 
connect with local groups and join in efforts to 
respond.   
    And in the months following the High Holy Days, 
we’ll host a series of four community workshops, 
featuring congregants working to support immigrants 
and refugees.  The workshop topics are: Considering 
Offering Housing to a Refugee; Being Part of an 
Accompaniment Team for an Immigrant Family or 
Unaccompanied Minor; Immigration Policy, Advocacy 
and Intersectionality with Economic and Racial Justice 
Issues; and Kehilla as Sanctuary/Refuge for 
Immigrants.  
    May our practice during this season help each of us 
grow toward greater wholeness, joy, compassion and 
justice. 
    Our Theme for 5777:  Immigrants and Refugees, 
Longing and Home  
    A river goes out from the first place that was home, 
to water the garden, and from there it divides and 
becomes four headwaters. (Bereshit 2:10) 
    In the beginning all was one, undifferentiated and 
whole.  To come into the joy of embodied life is also to 
come into separateness.  And to be separate is to long 
for reconnection, to yearn for wholeness and for 
home.  The Yamim Nora’im (High Holy Days) point us 

in the direction of home, and outfit us for the promise 
and uncertainty of the journey.  We soften our hearts 
and open lines of communication with people we’ve 
hurt and who have hurt us.  We practice 
accountability, forgiveness, compassion and 
generosity.  We touch those who are dear to us with 
an extra measure of tenderness and gratitude. 
    This year we set out on this path in a world of 
growing displacement and migration. People forced 
from their homes by war, violence, poverty, drought, 
gentrification, and a swiftly changing climate are 
fighting for survival and searching for a refuge where 
they and their families can be safe.  Some in Kehilla 
are personally impacted, and many in our community 
are stepping up to help--by working to end structural 
violence, by challenging the economics underlying 
displacement, by offering loving personal support to 
immigrants and refugees, by fighting for policies that 
welcome immigrants and refugees, and by joining the 
struggle against deportation, targeting and 
discrimination against people who are undocumented.  
    As a community this year we will enter the inner 
landscape of exile and return.  We’ll encounter the 
stranger who dwells within us, and the stranger who 
dwells among us.  Together we will turn toward this 
tidal wave of displacement, expanding our capacity to 
welcome and support the growing number of 
immigrants and refugees in our midst.  As Torah 
teaches (Lev. 19:33-34), When a stranger resides with 
you in your land, you shall not wrong them.  The 
stranger who resides with you shall be to you as one of 
your citizens; you shall love them as yourself, for you 
were strangers in the land of Mitzrayim. 
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Coming Soon: Pronoun Stickers for Your Nametag 
by Hazzan Shulamit Wise Fairman, Lynn Bravewomon and Rabbi Dev Noily 

  
   As Davey Shlasko writes in the 
Trans*Ally Workbook, 
    “Most of the time, most people 
are on autopilot about pronouns. 
They call all women she, her and 
hers, and all men he, him and his. 
But being on autopilot doesn’t 
always work. Sometimes—
especially, but not only, when 
talking about trans* people—it can 
lead you to call someone a pronoun 
that isn’t what they’re usually 
called or what they want to be 
called.”  
     We are continuing to make 
Kehilla a more welcoming and 
inclusive space for all of our 
members.  All of us appreciate it 
when other people see us as who 
we are.  For  trans* people 
pronouns can be a constant source 
of being seen and affirmed when preferred pronouns 
are used by others; conversely the absence of 
accurate pronouns denies a critical piece of 
recognition and affirmation of identity. 
     Kehilla’s intention to build gender pronoun 
language in our community culture is part of gender-

inclusion efforts that reverse the 
invisibility caused when the wrong 
pronouns are used. 
     As a community of spiritual practice, 
it feels especially important that Kehilla 
be a place where everyone can be seen 
and affirmed in all of who we are.  So 
soon you’ll see a set of pronoun 
stickers next to our nametags. 
 Everyone has the option to add a 
pronoun sticker to your nametag, to let 
others know which pronouns you use.  
By using a sticker, cisgender people can 
support others in our community for 
whom “pronoun autopilot” doesn’t 
work well. 
     Whatever our gender identity, all of 
us have some experiences of resonance 
with the gender we were raised in, and 
some experiences of dissonance with 
the gender we were raised in.  We can 

all lean into those experiences to cultivate our 
compassion for ourselves and each other as we 
navigate this complex and shifting terrain of gender 
identity. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
    

    

A vocabulary moment: 

trans* refers to people whose 
gender identity is different from 

the gender identity they were 
assigned at birth, including 

people who are transgender, 
genderqueer, gender-

nonconforming, gender non-
binary, gender fluid, gender 

fabulous people. 

Cisgender refers to people 
whose gender identity is, for the 

most part, aligned with the 
gender they were assigned at 
birth and in which they were 

socialized. 

Kehilla Sings! 

 
         Interested in being part of a Kehilla Choir this Fall 
and Winter? We may offer this opportunity through 
our Adult Ed program with Bon Singer, a veteran 
cantor and synagogue choir director who has also 
directed Ya'Elah and Kitka.  
     PLEASE click on the following link and fill out a short 
questionnaire by Aug 28 to help us discern whether 
and how to move forward, and pass it on to your 
friends! 

 https://goo.gl/forms/Vd6jFONpn4IphBrK2 

https://goo.gl/forms/Vd6jFONpn4IphBrK2
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The Annual Kehilla Membership Retreat:  
Toward Further Improvements in Accessibility  

by Marilyn Golden & Don Stone 

In our debrief after another successful annual retreat, Kehilla’s Retreat Committee discussed how to achieve further 
improvements in the accessibility of the retreat to all members. Below is a report.  It addresses all dimensions of 
accessibility including affordability, access to the location, planning issues, and mobility access.  
 

Addressing Accessibility  at the Annual Kehilla Summer Retreat

     In the Retreat Committee’s debriefing of this year’s 
retreat, one focus of discussion has been about the 
accessibility challenges of Bort Meadow. There are 
various kinds of accessibility needs, including   
affordability, location, registration constraints, and 
physical mobility, all which contribute to the retreat 
location and experience being attractive and 
welcoming. 
     Affordability. We’ve had many comments that our 
past weekend retreats at retreat centers were out of 
the price range of many individuals and especially 
families—even with elective camping such as at Walker 
Creek Ranch.  
    Location issues: We have had requests for a location 
that is easy to get to on a Friday afternoon for people 
who want to camp the first night—and also for people 
who want make a round trip on Saturday. At Bort 
Meadow and at Walker Ranch, there is lack of cell 
phone reception. This can limit some members’ 
capacity to take part. Sometimes at Bort, there have 
been difficulties getting in and out of the locked gate 
when no one was on duty Friday.  
     Planning flexibility.  We need a site that is big 
enough that it does not require us to commit to a 
certain attendance well in advance. It helps to have 
flexibility that allows for final week commitment to 
attending, or even the day-of. Camping or easy 
commuting helps last minute planning and increases 
the numbers attending—about 25-30% of participants 
sign up or show up the last week. 
     Physical mobility. Challenges come with bumpiness 
or steepness of the terrain, any steps (none at Bort 
Meadow), accessibility to bathrooms (new Bort 
Meadow bathrooms are wheelchair accessible, though 
far from activities), parking availability, drop-off option 
for those needing it, and distance between the 
different stations—food, service, bathrooms, drop-off 
spot. We have had requests from people with mobility 
needs to have more accommodations so that they can 
attend either Bort Meadow, or another site.  
     Given these parameters, we are proceeding in the 
following manner: 

      *Reserve Bort Meadow for a weekend in July 2017 
(already have requested 7/14-16/2017, will hear back 
in late October if we got it). 
     *Tell anyone interested that we welcome their 
research on an alternative site that takes into account 
the factors mentioned above (our deposit for Bort 
Meadow, assuming we get our request, will be small 
enough to forfeit if we find a better site). 
     *Be proactive in responding to accessibility needs. 
Build into the reservation process a way to 
communicate specific needs and figure out best 
practices to meet them. For instance, the registration 
form/website will have a contact person for 
accessibility needs when we start to advertise next 
year’s retreat—Marilyn Golden may be filling this 
function. So coming up with solutions to specific needs 
can be creatively addressed well in advance. 
     Several congregants have already volunteered to 
assist with accessibility issues, including suggesting 
other sites/centers and being available to accompany 
individuals needing assistance to navigate at Bort 
Meadow, which is largely relatively flat, though the 
ground has a bumpy, uneven surface. 
     *Research alternative means of conveyance to 
transport individuals from point to point at the Bort 
Meadow site, possibly in ways that make use of the 
assistance from a volunteer. This research has already 
begun, with an initial finding that vehicles like golf carts 
are probably too expensive to own, rent, or transport 
from rental locations. Kehilla may have access to one 
or more ordinary wheelchairs that can be used. Or, all 
terrain wheelchairs may be one possibility. There may 
be other ways to deal with the bumpy terrain between 
the car turn-around and the dining tables that are not 
dependent upon volunteer assistance, and allow for 
more independent movement. 
     *Other concerns, suggestions, or ideas, regarding 
Kehilla Retreat accessibility issues or how to address 
them? Want to volunteer your assistance? 
     Contact either Marilyn Golden 
at mgolden@dredf.org, or Don Stone 
at donstone1@aol.com or 510-703-0073. 

mailto:mgolden@dredf.org,
mailto:donstone1@aol.com
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On the Origins of Kehilla: 
Social Justice 

                                                     by Rabbi Burt Jacobson 
Note: This is the fifth of a series of 
personal essays on the beginnings of 
Kehilla. Each article shares the 
origins of one or more of the ideals 
and/or values that motivated me to 
start Kehilla. The essays are adapted 

from the manuscript of the book I am in the process of 
completing, tentatively titled There is Only One Love: 
The Ba’al Shem Tov in the Modern World. 
     My passion for social justice came from my mother, 
Gert Jacobson. As the chairwoman of the Anti-
Defamation League in Cleveland during World War II, 
she tried to awaken the Jewish community to the Nazi 
atrocities in Europe. When our family moved to Texas 
in 1947, Gert became the chairwoman of the Anti-
Defamation League in San Antonio. In that capacity she 
worked with teachers in the public schools, instructing 
them on how to promote racial, ethnic and religious 
tolerance in their classrooms.  
     My mother’s commitment to social justice stemmed 
from her father, Ruby Goldberg. My grandfather, who 
was born in Romania, was a women’s tailor. A secular 
Yiddish-speaking Jew, he was strongly drawn to 
socialism. He became a negotiator for the International 
Ladies’ Garment Workers Union in New York. My 
mother remembered him coming home from the 
negotiations, infuriated by the tightfisted attitudes of 
the factory owners. He would go to the kitchen, pick up 
a carving knife and bang it repeatedly on the counter. 
“Those G… d…. bosses, those G… d…. bosses, they 
won’t give us a nickel! They won’t give us a nickel! 
      I did not hear that story until I was an adult, but I 
learned about the biblical prophets as a young student 
in the religious school of Temple Beth El in San 
Antonio. I came to admire the commitment of the 
Reform movement to social justice. 
       Yet, I did not study the words of the biblical 
prophets until I entered rabbinical school. In 1961, as a 
second-year student at the Jewish Theological 
Seminary, I took a seminar with Abraham Joshua 
Heschel on the prophets. By this time, Heschel was well 
on his way to becoming the most well-known Jewish 
religious thinker in the United States.  
       Heschel had completed his dissertation on the 
prophets in the late 1930s in Germany, just as the Nazi 
regime had come into power. In the late 1950s he 
decided to rewrite the book in English. The members of 

our seminar were privileged to read the galley proofs 
of The Prophets with him.  
    In the book’s introduction, Heschel wrote: 
     The things that horrified the prophets are even now 
daily occurrences all over the world. There is no society 
to which Amos’ words would not apply. 

Listen to this, you merchants who crush the 
poor,and trample on the needy! You who are 
thinking,“When will this New Moon festival  
finally be over so that we can sell our grain, and 
this Sabbath day, so we can market our wheat? 
Then we will tamper with the scales, making the 
bushel-measure smaller and the shekel-weight 
bigger. And then we can make slaves of the 
poor, buying them for their debt of a piece of 
silver or a pair of sandals, and we will even get 
paid for moldy wheat.”YHWH, the Pride of Israel, 
has sworn: ‘’I will never forget what you have 
done!’  Amos 8:4-7 

      Indeed, [Heschel continued] the sort of crimes and 
even the amount delinquency that fill the prophets of 
Israel with dismay do not go beyond that which we 
regard as normal, as typical ingredients of social 
dynamics. To us, a single act of injustice—cheating in 
business, exploitation of the poor—is slight; to the 
prophets, a disaster. To us injustice is injurious to the 
welfare of the people; to the prophets, it is a 
deathblow to existence; to us, an episode; to them, a 
catastrophe, a threat to the world.  
     Heschel’s prose was incandescent. I found his ability 
to enter the consciousness of the prophets utterly 
remarkable. As a result, the voices of the prophets 
have both stirred and haunted me throughout my life. 
     In the following years I found myself especially 
drawn to Amos, the first of the literary prophets, who 
focused almost exclusively on the necessity for social 
justice. Amos seemed totally relevant to the political 
climate of the late 1960s. Indeed, the Reverend Martin 
Luther King, Jr., who became Heschel’s friend and 
colleague, often cited Amos’ words. The day before he 
was assassinated in 1968, King delivered a speech in 
support of the striking sanitation workers in Memphis, 
in which he said:    

"Somehow the preacher must have a kind of fire 
shut up in his bones. And whenever injustice is 
around he must tell it. Somehow the preacher must  
[continued on next page] 
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On the Origins of Kehilla (continued) 
 
be an Amos, who said, “When God speaks, who can 
but prophesy?” Again with Amos, “Let justice roll 
down like waters and righteousness like a mighty 
stream.”  

       In the late 1960s I taught classes about Amos and 
his message to both high school students and adults. I 
emphasized the prophet’s fiery denunciations of 
corruption, wealth, luxury, perversion of justice and 
superficial religion.  

       As I thought about starting a synagogue in the early 
1980s, the fierce voice of Amos called out to me. I felt 
that this radical prophet of justice simply had to be 
given a platform in a city like Berkeley, which had been 
strongly identified with rapid social change, civic 
unrest, and political upheaval in the 1960s and ‘70s. 
The political Left was still robust and there were 
moral/political issues— the Israel-Palestine conflict, 
nuclear weapons, central American refugees—that 
cried out to be dealt with from a prophetic religious 
perspective. 

 
Thank you for Your Generosity 

 

Bar/Bat Mitvah Program 
Susan Coto McKenna and Rafael Coto 

General Fund 
Jane Weisbin and Charles Reilly 

Nueva Esperanza Accompaniment Teams (NEAT) 
Hope Friedman 
Irene McPhail 

Carolyn Schour 
Herbert Salomon and Marcia Liberson 

Simone Masson 
Lisa Rothman 
Ralph Silber 

Sandy Vaughn 
And members of Kehilla's three Accompaniment Teams 

Rabbi's Discretionary Fund 
David Levine and Laurel Zien

All Congregants Deserve A Safe Home 

If you or anyone in your home is experiencing: 
     >Child abuse  
     >Elder abuse  
     >Dependent adult abuse  
     >Teen dating violence 
     >Intimate partner violence (domestic violence) 
    The Kehilla Committee Against Abuse (CAA), working along side the Spiritual Life Practices Committee (SLPC), is 
here to help you become or remain safe.   If you are experiencing any kind of abuse, please call: Steven Falk, long-
time Kehilla member, at (510) 708-0517; Julie Patrusky, experienced domestic violence counselor and long-time 
Kehilla member, at (510) 528-0299; or Rabbi David at (510) 547-2424 x103.   Call the Shalom Bayit (Peace in the 
Home) helpline for counseling and advocacy for teen dating violence and domestic violence issues at: (866) SHALOM-
7 (742-5667) toll-free within the Bay Area or (510) 451-7233 (SAFE) outside the Bay Area.
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September 2016 
Fri., Sept. 2, NO Kabbalat Shabbat service tonight. 
Please join us on Friday night, Sept 16.  

Sat., Sept 3, 10:30am, Elul Shabbat Service on the 
Marina – Rosh Chodesh. Yes, it is one month to go to 
Rosh Hashanah and at this special outdoor service on 
the Marina we will celebrate the New Moon of Elul 
which includes Hallel, the musical holiday celebration 
prayers, led by Beth Dickinson. Discussion led by Rabbi 
David on our High Holy Day theme on our how our 
work on immigration and refugees connects to our 
Jewish path. Check the website for location. Bring a 
chair with you and prepare to dress warmly. Kiddush to 
follow.  Please bring vegetarian finger foods to share, if 
you are able.  

Tues., Sept. 6, 7:30pm. Middle East Peace Committee 
Meeting. Back classroom. 

Wed., Sept. 7, 7:50am Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room. (Enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview.)  Doors open at 7:50 a.m., 
short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30, 
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. 

Wed., Sept. 7, 6:30pm  Spiritual Life Practices 
Committee Meeting.  Fireside Room. 

Thurs., Sept. 8, 4-6pm. Kehilla School. Please enter 
through the kitchen door. 

Thurs., Sept. 8, 6:30pm. "700 Benches: 
Experiencing Biblical Hebrew." Taught by Jenna Kemp 
First class of the series.. (See details on p. 10)  

Fri., Sept. 9, 6:30pm, Friday Night Peace Walk with 
Rabbi David and OCO. This is an easy opportunity to 
really be part of the movement for peace in our own 
community led by Oakland Community Organizations’ 
Ceasefire campaign. Rabbi David has affirmed to OCO 
that we will try to have at least ten Kehilla folk join him 
at these walks for community peace.. The campaign is 
many-sided, including the training and mobilization of 
neighborhood peace interveners, the retraining of 
police, and a weekly peace walk with local 
congregations to support a “culture of peace and 
healing” in neighborhoods at risk. Rabbi David reports 
that he has done this about 10 times and it is an 

especially nice way to meet people from across the 
spectrum of Oakland communities.Meet inside First 
Mt. Sinai Church, 1970 86th Ave. For info, call 510-606-
5064.    

Sat., Sept. 10, 10am. Chai Elul Shabbat and New 
Member Welcome. Join our “Bima Team” for a 
spirited, musical service as we immerse in the month of 
Elul and prepare for the High Holy Days. Our newest 
members will receive a special honor during the Torah 
service, and we’ll kick off the morning with Ketzev 
Kehilla, our prayerful percussion orchestra. Come one, 
come all! Children most welcome! Vegetarian potluck 
luncheon to follow. Please bring a vegetarian dish to 
share.  Kiddush also sponsored by Ruth Goldstone & 
James Eder in honor of Ruth's mother Merle S. 
Goldstone's yartzheit. 

Mon., Sept. 12, 7pm. Book Discussion Group. We will 
discuss The Fixer by Bernard Malamud. Fireside Room. 
(See p. 8 for details.) 

Mon., Sept. 12, 7:30pm. Conversion Group. Buber 
Room. (See p. 10 for details.) 

Tues., Sept. 13, 7pm. Generosity Committee meeting. 
Fireside Room. 

Wed., Sept. 14, 7:50am Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room. (Enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview.)  Doors open at 7:50 a.m., 
short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30, 
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. 

Thurs., Sept. 15, 4-6pm. Kehilla School. Please enter 
through the kitchen door. 

Thurs., Sept. 15, 6:30pm. "700 Benches: 
Experiencing Biblical Hebrew." Taught by Jenna Kemp. 
(See details on p. 10.)  

Fri., Sept. 16, 5:30-7:30pm Solar Lights for Gaza 
Fundraiser and Pre-Shabbat Potluck: This is a special 
pre-Shabbat Service gathering and potluck meal 
organized by Kehilla’s Greening Committee and Middle 
East Peace Committee. The purpose is to raise 
tzedakah for Rebuilding Alliance’s project to provide 
solar lights for the residents of Gaza where electricity is 

Kehilla Community Synagogue 
1300 Grand Avenue (at Fairview) 

Piedmont, CA  94610 
(510) 547-2424 

Please come fragrance-free to all Kehilla events, 
for the health of people with respiratory conditions 

and chemical sensitivities. 
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often available for only four or five hours in a day. This 
is especially needed by children who would otherwise 
study at night by hazardous candle or kerosene light. 
(See article p. 8 .) Guest speaker: Donna Baranski-
Walker, founder of Rebuilding Alliance. We will have a 
Potluck Dinner in the Social Hall starting at 5:30.  Please 
bring a vegetarian or fish dish to share.  

Fri., Sept. 16, 7:30pm, Kabbalat Shabbat with Hazzan 
Shulamit, Julie Nesnansky, and Beth Dickinson. Join us 
for a soulful and spirited musical evening to welcome in 
the joy and peace of Shabbat.  Kiddush to follow. 
Please bring veggie finger foods to share! 

Sat., Sept. 17, 10:30am, Elul Shabbat Service with our 
Chevra Kadisha, at Kehilla led by Rabbi David, Hazzan 
Shulamit, and Julie Nesnansky. Celebrating the 
completion of our “Sh’mira Readings Project.” Sh’mira 
is the ritual of staying with the body of the deceased in 
the period preceding the funeral during which the 
shomer (“guardian”) traditionally reads from the book 
of psalms. For our members when they do Sh’mira, 
Kehilla’s Chevra Kadisha has assembled readings from 
innovative and interpretive translations of the psalms 
some of which we will read at this service. We will have 
a short Torah reading that morning with one aliyah. 
Deuteronomy 22:6-12. If you want to chant this, email 
Rabbi David.  In the Fireside Room. Kiddush sponsored 
by the Chevra Kadisha. 

Sat., Sept. 17, 3:30-6:30pm. Kehilla High Holy Days Art 
Reception. Fireside Room and throughout the building. 
(See announcement, p.4 for details.) 

Sun., Sept. 18, 3:30-7pm. A Community Forum on the 
Movement for Black Lives Platform Study & 
Conversation. With Kehilla leaders, staff, and 
members.  (See article, p. 9 for details.) Buber Room. 

Sun., Sept. 18, 1- 3 pm, “We Are the Bridge” Exhibit 
Reception at Osher Marin JCC in San Rafael. Sponsored 
by the Faith Trio (Kehilla, Islamic Cultural Center, 
Montclair Presbyterian). Includes at least two artists 
who are Kehilla members, Lea Delson and Susan 
Freundlich. 200 North San Pedro Rd. San Rafael 94903. 

Sun., Sept. 18, 2pm.  Yoga for Renewal. Rooted in 
Jewish Mystical Teachings. With Julie Emden of Jewish 
LearningWorks.  Co-sponsored by Kehilla.  4th Street 
Yoga, 1809C 4th Street, Berkeley, CA 94710. $25 Public 
/$20 members of co-sponsoring organizations. 
Register: tinyurl.com/yoga918.  

Sun., Sept. 18, 4pm. "Drumming As Prayer" class with 
Debbie Fier. Fireside Room. (See p. _ for details.) 

Wed., Sept. 21, 7:50am Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room (Enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview)  Doors open at 7:50 a.m., 

short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30, 
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. 

Wed., Sept. 21, 7pm. "Drumming As Prayer" class with 
Debbie Fier. Fireside Room. (See p. 11 for details.) 

Thurs., Sept. 22, 4-6pm. Kehilla School. Please enter 
through the kitchen door. 

Thurs., Sept. 22, 6:30pm. "700 Benches: 
Experiencing Biblical Hebrew." Taught by Jenna Kemp. 
Back classroom, main floor. (See details on p. 10.)  

Fri., Sept. 23,  6:-9:00 Bar/Bat Mitzvah Shabbat 
Celebration: This evening is for all Bar Bat Mitzvah 
family members and is a required part of the BBM 
Program. Come to the synagogue to welcome in the 
new school year and the New Year with a festive 
Shabbat evening. We will begin with a short table 
service followed by a vegetarian potluck.   Fireside 
Room & Sanctuary. 

Fri., Sept. 23,  6:30pm Tot Shabbat.  For babies and 
children up to 5 years old (or older if they enjoy it) and 
their grown-ups. Led by Jen Miriam Kantor, Alon 
Altman and Jen’s puppet friends. Please bring a 
vegetarian potluck dish.  Social Hall. Childcare will be 
provided upon request. 

Sat., Sept. 24, No Shabbat Morning service – Join us 
tonight for Pre-Holy Days Ingathering. 

Sat., Sept. 24. The Bird of Many Colors: A Pre-Holy 
Days Ingathering: 7:15pm schmooze with 
refreshments in the Social Hall, program begins at 8pm.  
Gather with us one week before Rosh Hashanah, as we 
turn together toward the Days of Awe. This year, rather 
than observing Selichot with a service, all are welcome 
to an evening of community, music, stories, meditation 
and reflection.  Join us in the social hall for a little nosh 
and socializing, followed by a program led by the 
Kehilla spiritual leadership and musical prayer leaders, 
as we focus our awareness and maybe set some 
intention for our experience of the holy days.   If you 
are new to Kehilla, or to Kehilla’s observance of the 
High Holydays, this evening is a lovely way to begin the 
experience.  If you’re accustomed to the Selichot 
services of the last few years, you’ll find a similar 
opportunity in this program for settling into intention 
and reflection. 

Sun., Sept. 25, 8:15am-4pm, ROPES course for Bar/Bat 
Mitzvah Students. Students will carpool together to 
the spectacular Fort Miley for a day of fun, adventure 
and an exploration of team building activities. BBM 
families will receive more information about this in the 
mail. 
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Sun., Sept. 25, 1:15-3:30 pm. Interfaith Environmental 
Activity with the Faith Trio (Kehilla, Islamic Cultural 
Center, Montclair Presbyterian). This interfaith activity 
involves removing non-native plants in Joaquin Miller 
Park. Four more volunteers from Kehilla are still 
needed. To volunteer, call Lea Delson 510-528-6725. 

Sun., Sept. 25, 9am. Joyfully Jewish for 
Kindergarteners. Back classroom, main floor. 

Sun., Sept. 25, 5pm. "Mrs. Reiff and the Counterfeit 
Shop," a staged play reading by Stephanie Anne 
Johnson. Sponsored by Kehilla. A touching portrait of 
the friendship between a Black teenager and a 
Holocaust survivor in the 1960s.(See details, p. 6.) 

Tues., Sept. 27, 6:45pm. (Dinner at 6:15)  Board of 
Trustees Meeting. All are welcome. Fireside  Room. 

Wed., Sept. 28, 7:50am Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room. (Enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview.)  Doors open at 7:50 a.m., 
short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30, 
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. 

Thurs., Sept. 29, 4-6pm. Kehilla School. Please enter 
through the kitchen door. 

Thurs., Sept. 29, 6:30pm. "700 Benches: 
Experiencing Biblical Hebrew." Taught by Jenna Kemp. 
Back classroom, main floor. (See details on p. 10.)  

Fri., Sept. 30.  No Services. 
 

October 2016 
Sat., Oct. 1, 10:30am, Elul Shabbat Service at Kehilla 
with Sharon Grodin and Julie Nesnanksy, a smaller 
service in the Fireside Room, with music and reflection.   
  
Sun., Oct. 2, 6:30pm, Erev Rosh Hashanah services at 
Scottish Rite Center, 1547 Lakeside Drive, Oakland.  For 
both adults and children, start at 6:30pm. Sermon by 
Rabbi Dev.  
 
Mon., Oct. 3. Rosh Hashanah services. SERVICES WILL 
END before 12:45! at Scottish Rite Center, 1547 
Lakeside Drive, Oakland. Our leaders are determined to 
conclude the service  in time for tashlich and lunch at a 
reasonable hour. 
8:30 – 9:15am. Silent Meditation Space - 3rd Floor 
9:30am – 12:40pm. Main Rosh Hashanah Morning 
Service, beginning with Ketzev Kehilla with Kehilla’s 
Spiritual Leaders, Hazzan Shulamit and our Musical 
Prayer Leaders 
10:00 – 11:15am. Family and Youth Service with Rabbi 
Dev Noily, Sandra Razieli, Natalie Boskin, and Musical 

Prayer Leader Beth Dickinson and surprise guests! 
Children, teens and adults welcome. 

10:15 - 11:15am. Rosh Hashanah Toddler Services with 
Jen Miriam and Alon Altman. Geared towards babies, 
tots, and kids up to 5 years olds and their grown ups or 
families. 
12:45-12:55pm, Tashlich at Lake Merritt (across the 
street from services) with Rabbi David. 

 Tues., Oct. 4, 9:30am-12:30pm, Second Day Rosh 
Hashanah Services at Kehilla, 1300 Grand Avenue, 
Piedmont, with Rabbi Chaya Gusfield and Eve Decker. 
Kehilla Sanctuary. Receive the replenishment of 
contemplative song, story, and silence. Rabbi Chaya 
Gusfield and Buddhist teacher and musician Eve Decker 
use the beautiful complement of Jewish and Buddhist 
teachings, music, and spiritual practices to delve deeply 
into the essence of this holy day. A more intimate 
service for the second day. 

Wed., Oct. 5, 7:50am Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room. (Enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview.)  Doors open at 7:50 a.m., 
short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30, 
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. 

Wed., Oct. 5, 6:30pm. Spiritual Life Practices 
Committee meeting. Fireside Room. 

Wed., Oct. 5, 7:30pm. Middle East Peace Committee 
Meeting. Fireside Room. 

Thurs., Oct. 6. No Kehilla School. 

Fri., Oct. 7, 7:30pm. NO Kabbalat Shabbat services. 
Please join us for Shabbat Shuva on Saturday morning, 
Oct 8. Our next Kabbalat Shabbat service with Hazzan 
Shulamit will be on November 4.   

Sat., Oct. 8, 10:30am. Shabbat Shuva Service at 
Kehilla.  Join Howard Hamburger and Julie Nesnansky 
for the special Shabbat service situated within the Ten 
Days of Awe. We take the themes of the High Holydays 
and we explore them in the context of Shabbat in a 
smaller service context. Kiddush sponsored by Beth 
Weinberger in memory of her mother, Frieda 
Weinberger, and by Amy Bat Tzipora in memory of her 
beloved Bubbies, Zaydies, mother and father. 

Mon., Oct. 10, 7pm.  Book Discussion Group.  We will 
discuss Mystics of Mile End by Sigal Samuel. Fireside 
Room. 

Tues., Oct. 11, 6:30pm. Kol Nidre Service (for grown 
ups) at Scottish Rite Center, 1547 Lakeside Drive, 
Oakland. Judaism’s most cherished prayer sung once a 
year, Kol Nidre, kicks off a day of collective 
introspection. Sermon by Rabbi David. 
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 Tues., Oct. 11, 6:30pm. Family Kol Nidre Service (for 
children and family) at Kehilla, 1300 Grand Avenue, 
Piedmont Led by Rabbi Dev Noily & Lior Ben-Hur.  
Geared toward children ages 6-12.  Children of all ages 
and adults welcome. 

Tues., Oct. 11, 6:30pm, Toddler Kol Nidre Service (for 
babies and tots) at Kehilla, 1300 Grand Avenue, 
Piedmont Led by Jen Miriam and Alon Altman.  A 
musical, spiritual journey geared toward kids up to 5 
years old and their grown ups.  

Wed., Oct. 12. Yom Kippur Morning Services 
at Scottish Rite Center, 1547 Lakeside Drive, Oakland 
8:30am- 9:15am, Silent Meditation Space 
9:30am,  Main Yom Kippur Morning Service 
10:00am- 11:00am, Youth Services  (6th - 8th grades) 

 Wed., Oct. 12. Yom Kippur Afternoon/Evening 
Services & Activities at Kehilla, 1300 Grand Avenue, 
Piedmont 
2:00- 4:30pm Drop off potluck offerings at Kehilla (or 
bring them at 7:45pm) 
2:30-3:30 pm Workshops 
4:30 pm Yizkor (Remembrance of those who died) 
5:15 pm Rabbi Burt sermon, Healing Service & 
Dukhanen (Priestly blessings) 
6:30 pm Ne’ila (Closing the Gates) 
8:00pm-9:30pm Community Pot Luck Break-Fast at 
Kehilla. Please bring a vegetarian main dish to share. 
Food can be dropped off at Kehilla between 2:00 & 
4:30 p.m., or at 7:45 p.m. 

Thurs., Oct. 13. No Kehilla School. 

Fri., Oct. 14, 6:30pm, Friday Night Peace Walk with 
OCO. Usually Rabbi David is on these walks but may be 
out of town this weekend. But Kehilla people have 
been coming, so it would be great to continue to have 
our shul’s participation in David’s absence. This is an 
easy opportunity to really be part of the movement for 
peace in our own community led by Oakland 
Community Organizations’ Ceasefire campaign. The 
campaign is many-sided including the training and 
mobilization of neighborhood peace interveners, the 
retraining of police, and a weekly peace walk with local 
congregations to support a “culture of peace and 
healing” in neighborhoods at risk. The neighbors there 
support these walks and it has always been peaceful 
and friendly. It’s a nice way to meet people from across 
the spectrum of Oakland communities who support 
Ceasefire efforts. Meet inside First Mt. Sinai Church, 
1970 86th Ave. For info, call 510-606-5064.   

Sat. Oct. 15, 10:30am. Shabbat Service with Sharon 
Grodin and Beth Dickinson. As we read the poem that 
comprises parashat Haazinu (Deuteronomy 32), we can 

see the influence of the theology of the prophets on 
this chapter. Of course, the prophets were centuries 
after Moses, so this is a much later insert into the 
Torah with a very different way of seeing God. What 
was this theology and how does it connect to later 
Jewish spirituality and to our social activism today? We 
will especially look at Deuteronomy 32:37-40. Kiddush 
to follow. Bring a veggy potluck dish to share. Fireside 
Room. 

Sun., Oct. 16, 11am-1pm. Kehilla Neighborhood 
Brunches. 

Sun., Oct. 16, 5:30pm. Chai Mitzvah Group. Back 
classroom, main floor.   (See details, p. 11.)  

Mon., Oct. 17, 7-9pm. Community Discussion of Ballot 
Propositions and Local Measures.  Sponsored by the 
Economic Justice Committee, the Greening Committee 
and Anti-Death Penalty Action Group. Social Hall. (See 
article, p. 17.) 

Mon., Oct. 17, 6:30pm. "Elements of Magical Judaism" 
class. Taught by Jude Elfe & Jonathan Furst. Sanctuary.  
(See p. 12 for details.) 

Wed., Oct. 19, 7:50am Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room. (Enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview.)  Doors open at 7:50 a.m., 
short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30, 
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. 

Wed., Oct. 19, 7pm. Economic Justice Committee 
Meeting. Social Hall. 

Thurs., Oct. 20, 4-6pm. Kehilla School. Please enter 
through the kitchen door. 

Fri., Oct. 21, 6:30pm, Sukkot Shabbat Friday Evening 
Potluck in the Sukkah. Bring the whole family and join 
us for a Sukkot dinner in the Sukkah (and/or Social 
Hall). This is not a ritual-heavy event – our major 
purpose is to celebrate and be happy, which is the very 
purpose the Torah describes for the holiday. We’ll do a 
few blessings, then a potluck dinner, conversation, 
perhaps a chance for kids to make sukkah decorations, 
and then, as you choose to, do the ritual of blessing the 
lulav palm frond and shaking in blessing to all the 
world’s directions with Rabbi David. At Kehilla 
Remember: Bring a veggy potluck dish to share and be 
joyous. 

Sat., Oct. 22, 10:30am. Sukkot Shabbat with Special 
Procession.  Appropriate for everyone in the family. 
Join Rabbi David & Julie Nesnansky as we celebrate 
Sukkot with a joyous musical service and processions 
(“hakafot”) with lulav followed by Kiddush in the 
sukkah. Bring veggie finger food to share. 
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Mon. Oct. 24. Simchat Torah Celebration at Chochmat 
HaLev  2215 Prince St., Berkeley at Fulton. 
Join with all the Bay Area Renewal communities for a 
night of sacred and ecstastic dancing to live music and 
special Torah chanting to celebrate the conclusion of 
our High Holy Day journey.    
6:00pm  Special Kids Celebration with Jen Miriam and 
Alon Altman, dance and sing around the Torah with  
puppets, music and friends 
6:30pm Vegetarian potluck dinner 
7:00 pm Maariv, Dancing and Torah service with the 
Shirat HaLev Musicians 
9:30 pm- Kiddush and refreshments 
Donation:  Members of participating organizations: 
$15-10   General Public $20-15   Children: $5 

Tues., Oct. 25, 6:45pm. (Dinner at 6:15)  Board of 
Trustees Meeting. All are welcome. Fireside  Room. 

Wed., Oct. 26, 7:50am Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room. (Enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview.)  Doors open at 7:50 a.m., 
short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30, 
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. 

Wed., Oct. 26, 7pm. A Class in the Poetic Word. Taught 
by Lenore Weiss. Fireside Room. (See p. 12 for details.) 

Thurs., Oct. 27, 4-6pm.  Kehilla School. Please enter 
through the kitchen door. 

Thurs., Oct. 27, 6:30pm. "700 Benches: 
Experiencing Biblical Hebrew." Taught by Jenna Kemp. 
(See details on p. 10)  

Fri., Oct. 28, 6:30pm, Tot Shabbat. For children up to 5 
years old (or older if they enjoy it) and their grown-ups. 
Led by Jen Miriam Kantor, Alon Altman and Jen’s 
puppet friends. Please bring a vegetarian potluck dish. 
In the Social Hall. 

Sat., Oct 29, 10:30am.  Shabbat Service and Torah 
Study with Rabbi David and Beth Dickinson. Here we go 
again! We are starting the Torah anew from the first 
parasha of the Torah. We will be looking at the mythic 
Garden of Eden story and how it has been 
reinterpreted in traditional and modern midrash (such 
as by Lilith Magazine and John Steinbeck). During the 
service, rather than chanting the Torah we will study 

and discuss Chapter 3 of Genesis. Followed by Kiddush. 
Bring veggie finger food to share. 

Sat., Oct.29, 9am. 30th annual Harmony Walk/Run to 
End Homelessness in Richmond, hosted by the Greater 
Richmond Interfaith Program (GRIP). Check-in 9:30am. 
Walk begins 10:30am.The web address with a link to 
our team page & further details will be provided in the 
Kehilla weekly e-mails. You can walk or run for as 
much, or as little, a distance as you want.  And, there 
will be a festival in the park after the walk. (See 
announcement, p. 14.) 

Sun., Oct. 30, 2:30-5:00, (1) Nuts and Bolts Workshop 
for Parents & (2) Interactive Discussion with Shalom 
Bayit for Bar/Bat Mitzvah Students 
(1) is required for parents, (2) is highly recommended 
for Students 
   Parents who have previously gone through the 
program will be coming to and share their nuts and 
bolts experiences about planning for the whole year, 
including sharing details about how to keep things 
organized, as well as kiddush and party planning. 
Simultaneously, Zephira Derblich-Milea from Shalom 
Bayit will be presenting her award-winning workshop, 
“Love Shouldn’t Hurt.” www.shalom-bayit.org/teen 
In this workshop, students will have the opportunity to 
learn and discuss about how to build and maintain 
healthy relationships.    
For questions or to request childcare for BBM related 
activities, contact sandra@kehillasynagogue.org.  

Mon., Oct. 31, 6:30-9:30pm. "Elements of Magical 
Judaism" class. Taught by Jude Elfe & Jonathan Furst. 
Sanctuary.  (See p. 12 for details.) 

Sat., Nov. 5, 6:45pm. Annual Harvest Dinner of the 
Faith Trio (Kehilla, Islamic Cultural Center, Montclair 
Presbyterian). Come early at 6:15 if you would like to 
be present at the Muslim evening prayer. Followed by 
multi-faith blessings before dinner. Designated potluck: 
Kehilla members bring veggy salads (fish okay). 
Muslims, Jews and Christians eating together and an 
opportunity to discuss the subject of the evening: 
Solidarity: A Spiritual Necessity. At the Islamic Cultural 
Center, 1433 Madison Street, Oakland. 
 

 
  

http://www.shalom-bayit.org/teen
mailto:sandra@kehillasynagogue.org.
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Kehilla Community Synagogue 
Please use the following number for all staff:  (510) 547-2424 

Co-Rabbi, David J. Cooper 
Rabbidavid@kehillasynagogue.org 

Co-Rabbi, Dev Noily  
RabbiDev@kehillasynagogue.org 

Executive Director,  Michael Saxe-Taller 
Michael@kehillasynagogue.org 

Managing Director, Beth Bittle 
Beth@kehillasynagogue.org 

Hazzan Shulamit Wise Fairman 
Shulamit@kehillasynagogue.org 

Bar/Bat Mitvzah Program Director, Sandra Razieli 
Sandra@kehillasynagogue.org 

Founding Rabbi, Burt Jacobson   (510) 283-5704 
RabBurt@earthlink.net 
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Communications Coordinator,  
Sasha Gottfried 
Sasha@kehillasynagogue.org 

Youth Programs Coordinator,  
Natalie Boskin  
Natalie@kehillasynagogue.org 

Bookkeeper, Molly Melamed 
Molly@kehillasynagogue.org 

Events Line: 

Fax: (510) 547-2442 

Chevra Kadisha: 
Jane Hoberman: 510-843-6047 

Committee Against Abuse: 
Steven Falk: 510-339-0517 

Spiritual Life Practices Committee Chair:  
Shoshana Finacom 
Spirituallife@kehillasynagogue.org 
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              High Holy Days 5777/2016 
                     Seeking Shelter in the Days of Awe:  
            Immigrants and Refugees, Longing and Home 
                                                    by Rabbi Dev Noily 

     In March of this year a 
group of Kehilla members 
working on immigration 
issues called a meeting to 
connect people in our 
community who are involved 

in all kinds of work and service with immigrants and 
refugees, and the laws and policies affecting them. 
    Here are some of the ways people who came to the 
meeting are engaged: 

 Working with Nueva Esperanza to form 
accompaniment teams who provide direct 
support to newly arrived Central American 
immigrants; 

 Supporting LGBT refugees through the Jewish 
Family and Community Services of the East 
Bay LGBT refugee resettlement program ; 

 Working with Jewish Voice for Peace doing 
neighborhood canvassing focused on 
welcoming refugees and ending Muslim 
profiling; 

 Participating in monthly vigils at the ICE West 
County Detention Facility to support 
immigrant detainees and their families; 

 Exploring Kehilla's potential to be a sanctuary 
synagogue for those who face deportation; 

 Providing legal or counseling services to 
immigrants; 

 Providing direct or financial support for Syrian 
and other refugees in Europe, through the 
Hebrew Immigrant Aid Society (HIAS) and 
other agencies; 

 Working with the East Bay Interfaith 
Immigration Coalition; 

 Providing support to Syrian refugees coming 
to the U.S. 

    I left that meeting inspired and moved by the 
incredible energy among people in the Kehilla 
community.  There are so many ways that so many 
people are supporting immigrants and refugees, 

fighting against deportations and human rights 
abuses, and advocating for policy changes that reflect 
our commitment to welcome people who are fleeing 
war, persecution and social and economic turmoil.   
    One thing that came up at the meeting was the 
need to let more people know about the work that’s 
happening, and to help more people join in.  How 
could we get word out about where contributions are 
needed and how people contribute—whether 
someone has an occasional few hours or dollars to 
give, or has housing to share, or can offer an ongoing 
gift of time? 
    When the Spiritual Leadership team (Rabbi David, 
Hazzan Shulamit, Avi Rose, Rabbi Burt, Howard 
Hamburger, Sandra Razieli, Sharon Grodin and myself) 
met to consider our theme for this year’s High Holy 
Days, “immigrants and refugees” emerged as a 
compelling choice.  We saw at least a trio of 
interconnected reasons to dig into this ground:  (1) the 
urgent humanitarian and justice issues underlying the 
unprecedented migration underway, (2) the energy 
already flowing in Kehilla to address the crises, and (3) 
the potential for our coming together for High Holy 
Days to help more people respond to the crises.  
    One more reason to let ourselves be guided by this 
theme is its profoundly rich spiritual terrain.  
Experiences of seeking refuge, migrating, yearning for 
home and offering harbor and kindness to those 
fleeing from danger open up the big questions that all 
of us sometimes face in moments of stillness.  What is 
the sense of disorientation, separateness or apartness 
that we sometimes feel? How do we come to be at 
home in the world and in ourselves? What is our 
longing for connection and at-one-ment—where does 
it come from, and where can it lead us? What are our 
personal and communal histories of migration and 
how do they shape us? How can we move toward 
harmony and balance between our unique individual 
experience and our shared connection to all that is? 

[continued on p. 19]
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Renew Your Membership Now! 
    Kehilla members in good standing will automatically 

receive complimentary admission to High Holy Day 
services when you renew your membership for 2015-16.  

Your admission to High Holy Day services will be your 
name at the door, along with your name tag.  

    To renew your membership, please visit our website at 
www.KehillaSynagogue.org.     

 

Discounts 
On First-Time Membership 

    We are offering a discount on membership dues 
through December 1, 2016. Dues are $200 for Adults 
under 30, and $660 for Adults 30 and over, and will 
include tickets to all High Holy Day services. Conversely, 
any payment made for High Holy Day tickets can be 
applied to the cost of membership. Payment plans can be 
arranged. 

   Visit the website at www.KehillaSynagogue.org and 
click on “JOIN” for more information, or  contact Sasha at 
(510) 547-2424 x100 or Sasha@KehillaSynagogue.org.   

 

 

High Holy Day Tickets  
for the General Public 

Tickets to services  for the general public can be 
ordered on the website at 

http://kehillasynagogue.org/highholydays/  

Tickets will also be available 
 for purchase at the door. 

High Holy Days Schedule 
The Bird of Many Colors:  

A Pre-Holy Days Ingathering 
Saturday, September 24  

Social hour at 7:15, Program at 8pm 

Erev Rosh Hashanah at Scottish Rite Center  
Sunday, October 2, 6:30pm  

Rosh Hashanah at Scottish Rite Center  
Monday, October 3, 9:30am  

Rosh Hashanah Family & Youth Service 
 at Scottish Rite Center 
Monday, October 3, 10am 

Rosh Hashanah Toddler Services 
at Scottish Rite Center 

Monday, October 3, 10:15am 

Second Day Rosh Hashanah at Kehilla  
Tuesday, October 4, 9:30am 

Shabbat Shuvah at Kehilla 
Saturday, October 8, 10:30am 

Kol Nidre at Scottish Rite Center 
 Tuesday, October 11, 6:30pm  

Kol Nidre Family Service at Kehilla  
Tuesday, October 11, 6:30pm 

Kol Nidre Toddler Service at Kehilla  
Tuesday, October 11, 6:30pm 

Yom Kippur Day at Scottish Rite Center  
Wednesday, October 12, 9:30am  

Yom Kippur Youth Service for 6th-8th Graders 
at Scottish Rite Center 

Wednesday, October 12, 10am 

Yom Kippur Afternoon/Evening at Kehilla 
Wednesday, October 12 

2:00-4:30pm: Drop off potluck offerings* 
2:30-3:30pm: Workshops 

 4:30pm: Yizkor (Remembrance) 
5:15pm: Rabbi Burt Teaching, Healing Service & Dukhanen  

6:30pm: Ne’ila (Closing the Gates) 
8pm: Community Potluck Break-fast 

*Please bring a vegetarian main dish to share. Food can be 
dropped off at Kehilla between 2:00 & 4:30pm or at 7:45pm 

 

 

KKeehhiillllaa  HHiigghh  HHoollyy  DDaayyss  
22001166//55777777 

http://www.KehillaSynagogue.org.
http://www.KehillaSynagogue.org
mailto:Sasha@KehillaSynagogue.org.
http://kehillasynagogue.org/highholydays/
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Executively Speaking  
A New Year: Looking Ahead 

                                         by Michael Saxe-Taller, Executive Director 
      

       It is again that time of the Jewish 
cycle when we reflect on the past year    
and imagine the one that is coming.   
     This year, my first full Jewish year at 
Kehilla, was filled with important 

moments and solid growth for us as a congregation. We 
finished the year a stronger, more cohesive community. 
We have increased our membership, solidified our 
finances, updated our technology, prepared for an 
upcoming rabbinic transition and developed even more 
committed congregant leaders (for specifics, see my June 
Kol Kehilla article at http://kehillasynagogue.org/oh-
what-a-year/. I think we can be proud of all that we did 
to strengthen our community and to make constructive 
change in the communities around us. 
     I am jazzed for the year that is coming up. We enter 
the year planted on firm ground,  prepared to face the 
next important set of challenges for us as a community. I 
think these include: 
     Caring for our building – Our physical home is in need 
of some significant repair. In addition, we want our 
building to be more accessible and more welcoming to 
our own community and to those who join us.  
     Completing our Rabbinic transition – Rabbis David and 
Dev will be serving as Co-Rabbis for this year until the  

 
next stage of the transition occurs in July 2017. We will 
have many chances to appreciate Rabbi David for his 
years of work and to prepare for Rabbi Dev’s step into 
the senior rabbinic role. We will also be searching for a 
dynamic new Director of Kehilla School to join our Kehilla 
leadership team.  
     Addressing the issues of a growing community – 
Kehilla grew by 25 member households in the past year 
and we have reason to think that we will continue to 
grow this year as well. We will need to put attention to 
welcoming our new members, as well as to how we 
maintain our intimacy and individual care while we grow. 
     Thinking about our next 5-10 years – As our present 
day situation has become stable, we now have the 
opportunity to image our future as a congregation and to 
strategize and prioritize the steps that will get us there.    
The Kehilla Board and many of our other committees will 
have opportunities to do this kind of thinking. 
     I am excited for the opportunity to engage with you 
this year on these issues and on the many other aspects 
of Kehilla life.  
     May we all have a sweet year of working, building, 
growing and celebrating together as a community. 
L’Shana Tova

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

It's Membership Renewal Time! 

    It is time again for you to renew your annual Kehilla dues pledge. 

     We are excited to have a new membership renewal and registration process, a result of another one of our 
year’s major accomplishments - a new, upgraded database. We now have one form that is used for membership 
renewals, new memberships and religious school registrations. The form will combine all fees and allow you to 
set up a payment plan. We will also be able to automatically update your contact information into the database.  

     We strongly encourage everyone to renew their membership electronically. If you need a paper registration 
form, please contact Sasha Gottfried at 510-547-2424 x100 or Sasha@kehillasynagogue.org  

     You have recently received a letter and a couple of emails outlining the renewal/registration process. You can 
access the renewal/registration form by going to the to the Kehilla website or to the link in the renewal emails.  

     We deeply appreciate your membership in this community and look forward to another year together! 

  

http://kehillasynagogue.org/oh-
mailto:Sasha@kehillasynagogue.org


 4

Chai Elul Shabbat & 
New Member Welcome 

Saturday, September 10, 10am 

      Join our “Bima Team” for a spirited, musical service as 
we immerse in the month of Elul and prepare for the High 
Holy Days. Our newest members will receive a special 
honor during the Torah service, and we’ll kick off the 
morning with Ketzev Kehilla, our prayerful percussion 
orchestra. Come one, come all! Children most welcome! 
Vegetarian potluck luncheon to follow. Please bring a 
vegetarian dish to share.  Kiddush also sponsored by Ruth 
Goldstone & James Eder in honor of Ruth's mother Merle 
S. Goldstone's yartzheit. 

 

Solar Lights for Gaza Fundraiser & 
 Pre-Shabbat Potluck 

Friday, September 16, 5:30pm 
     This is a special pre-Shabbat Service gathering and 
potluck meal organized by Kehilla’s Greening Committee 
and Middle East Peace Committee. The purpose is to raise 
tzedakah for Rebuilding Alliance’s project to provide solar 
lights for the residents of Gaza where electricity is often 
available for only four or five hours in a day. This is 
especially needed by children who would otherwise study 
at night by hazardous candle or kerosene light. Guest 
speaker: Donna Baranski-Walker, founder of Rebuilding 
Alliance. We will have a Potluck Dinner in the Social Hall 
starting at 6:00.  Please bring a vegetarian or fish dish to 
share.  Followed by Kabbalat Shabbat Service at 7:30. (See 
article, p. 8.) 

 

Elul Shabbat Service with  
the Chevra Kadisha 

Saturday, September 17, 10:30am 

     Led by Rabbi David, Hazzan Shulamit, and Julie 
Nesnansky. Celebrating the completion of our “Sh’mira 
Readings Project.” Sh’mira is the ritual of staying with the 
body of the deceased in the period preceding the funeral 
during which the shomer (“guardian”) traditionally reads 
from the book of psalms. For our members, when they do 
Sh’mira, Kehilla’s Chevra Kadisha has assembled readings 
from innovative and interpretive translations of the psalms, 
some of which we will read at this service. We will have a 
short Torah reading that morning with one aliyah. 
Deuteronomy 22:6-12. If you want to chant this, email 
Rabbi David.  In the Fireside Room. Kiddush sponsored by 
the Chevra Kadisha. 

A Community Forum on the  
Movement for Black Lives Platform 

Study & Conversation 
Sunday September 18, 3:30 – 7:00pm 

     Join us as we come together to study the 
platform as a community and to listen deeply to 
what the Movement’s leaders are saying. Rabbi 
David, Rabbi Dev, Hazzan Shulamit, and Rabbi Burt 
have endorsed the Movement for Black Lives 
Platform as individuals.  We invite you to read the 
entire platform, either ahead of time or at the 
Forum.   
    Our intention is to create a community forum 
that centers the Platform’s demands for racial and 
economic justice, while making space for the 
complex emotional responses that may arise for us 
in relationship to Jewish identity, racial identity and 
all the aspects of ourselves that make each of us 
who we are. 
    ( See article on p. 9 for details.)  

Kehilla High Holy Days Art Reception 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Saturday, September 17, 3:30-6:30pm 

     Kehilla is honored to present a group show 
reflecting this year’s High Holy Days theme of 
Immigrants. Refugees. Longing. Home. For the first 
time, Kehilla will be using art to deepen our 
individual and collective connection to the High Holy 
Days. 
     Over 20 Kehilla members have contributed more 
than 30 pieces, including sketches, paintings, mixed 
media, ceramics, photos, and narrative. The work is 
both beautiful and powerful. We invite you to join us 
at the artists’ reception.  Thanks to the talent and 
generosity of our congregation, art will be displayed 
not only in the Fireside Room but throughout the 
synagogue. Light refreshments will be served. We 
look forward to seeing you there! 
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A Gym for Writers 
     Have you always wanted to explore writing and 
other writers, but need a supportive environment 
to get the ink going? Here's an open invitation for 
all those who'd like to discuss forming a Jewish-
based writing group. 
     The possibilities might include — a place where 
we can generate new writing based on prompts 
and other self-starters, exchange information 
about our favorite Jewish writers and poets, read 
together, or something else.  
      If interested, please contact Lenore Weiss at 
webcontentlw@gmail.com  with "Gym for 
Writers"  in the subject line.   

Yoga for Renewal: 
Rooted in Jewish Mystical Teachings 

with Julie Emden of Jewish LearningWorks 

 

Sunday, September 18, 2:00-4:00pm 

     Integrate, mind, body, heart and spirit. Enhance 
your practices for living in balance and wellness with 
this gentle, grounded Iyengar-based yoga and 
movement practice infused with themes of 
realignment and renewal for the Jewish New Year. 

     Location:  4th Street Yoga, 1809 4th St., Berkeley 
     Cost:  $25.   Register: yogasept20.eventbrite.com 

     Co-sponsored by 4th Street Yoga, Chochmat HaLev, 
Congregation Netivot Shalom, Kehilla Community 

Synagogue, Temple Sinai Oakland. 

     Contact: jemden@jewishlearningworks.org 
About Julie Emden:  Julie directs the Embodied Jewish 
Learning Initiative at Jewish LearningWorks. A graduate of 
five fellowship and certification programs related to her 
work as a Jewish Educator and as a Yoga, Movement and 
Dance Instructor, Julie holds a BA from the University of 
Michigan. She holds teaching certifications in Iyengar-
based yoga from the Yoga Room in Berkeley, in Yoga and 
Jewish Spirituality from Elat Chayyim Center for Jewish 
Spirituality, and in Movement-based Expressive Arts from 
Tamalpa Institute.  

 “We Are the Bridge” Exhibit Reception 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Sunday, September 18, 1- 3 pm 
     This exhibit showcases works by artists of multiple 
faith traditions, and is sponsored by the Faith Trio 
(Kehilla, Islamic Cultural Center, and Montclair 
Presbyterian).  It includes a large selection from the 
May 2015 interfaith exhibition held at the Islamic 
Cultural Center of Northern California. Kehilla artists 
Tamar Raine, Susan Freundlich and Lea Delson are 
represented in this exhibit, along with many other 
wonderful artists.  Free Reception with Music. 

 At Osher Marin JCC  
 200 North San Pedro Rd. San Rafael 

 
Mission Dolores Window by Lea Delson 

 

The Bird of Many Colors: 
A Pre-Holy Days Ingathering 

Saturday, September 24 
Shmooze: 7:15pm  Program: 8pm 

     Gather with us one week before Rosh Hashanah, as 
we turn together toward the Days of Awe. This year, 
rather than observing Selichot with a service, all are 
welcome to an evening of community, music, stories, 
meditation and reflection.  

      Join us in the social hall for a little nosh and 
socializing, followed by a program led by the Kehilla 
spiritual leadership and musical prayer leaders, as we 
focus our awareness and maybe set some intention for 
our experience of the holy days.   If you are new to 
Kehilla, or to Kehilla’s observance of the High Holydays, 
this evening is a lovely way to begin the experience.  If 
you’re accustomed to the Selichot services of the last 
few years, you’ll find a similar opportunity in this 
program for settling into intention and reflection. 

 

mailto:webcontentlw@gmail.com
mailto:jemden@jewishlearningworks.org
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"Mrs. Reiff And The Counterfeit Shop" 
by Stephanie Anne Johnson 

A Staged Play Reading 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Sunday, September 25, 5pm 

     We are delighted to present a staged reading of 
Stephanie Anne Johnson’s newest play. This 
autobiographical portrait begins when teenaged 
Stephanie looks into the window of an art store in 
Englewood, New Jersey. 
      Welcomed by Mrs. Reiff, the owner of the 
Counterfeit Shop, they develop a decades long 
friendship which transcends age, culture, race, and 
religion. There are flashbacks to highlight this 
historical moment on the East Coast when Black 
people and Jewish people shared common cause in 
the quest for social justice. A surprising cultural 
intersection is revealed at the end of the play. 
      Susan Felix, Bruce Bierman, and Stephanie Anne 
Johnson will be the readers. Bruce Bierman will lead 
participants in Jewish dance before an open 
discussion of this play in development.   
     People of all ages are welcome to attend this 
event.  Admission is free. Donations for the actors 
and technician will be gratefully accepted. 

In the Sanctuary 

 

Sukkot Shabbat: 
Friday Evening Potluck in the Sukkah 

 
Friday, October 21, 6:30pm 

    Bring the whole family and join us for a Sukkot 
dinner in the Sukkah (and/or Social Hall). This is not a 
ritual-heavy event – our major purpose is to 
celebrate and be happy which is the very purpose 
the Torah describes for the holiday. We’ll do a few 
blessings, then a potluck dinner, conversation, 
perhaps a chance for kids to make sukkah 
decorations, and then, as you choose to, do the ritual 
of blessing the lulav palm frond and shaking in 
blessing to all the world’s directions with Rabbi 
David.   Remember: Bring a veggie potluck dish to 
share and be joyous! (Fish okay, but no shellfish, 
please.) 

 

Annual Harvest Dinner of the Faith Trio 
“Solidarity: A Spiritual Necessity”  

 

 
Saturday evening, November 5 

 
6:15 Come early if you would like to be present at the 
Muslim evening service 
6:45 Multi-Faith Blessings, Potluck Dinner (see below) 
and Conversation 
 
     The Faith Trio is an alliance of Kehilla Community 
Synagogue, Islamic Cultural Center of Northern 
California, and Montclair Presbyterian Church. Every 
year we hold an autumn gathering. Often we have a 
theme for discussion at the tables. The opening 
question this year: “What is your earliest memory of an 
experience where you met someone from another 
religious background?” Our discussions will focus on 
the spiritual necessity for interfaith solidarity.  
Designated potluck: Kehilla members bring veggy 
salads (fish okay). 

At the Islamic Cultural Center of Northern California 
1433 Madison Street, Oakland near 14th Street 

 



 7

Kehilla Neighborhood Brunches Return! 
Sunday, October 16, 11:00am-1:00pm

If you have ever wanted to find out more about the 
Kehilla members in your neighborhood and to make 
connections in your local village - come to a Kehilla 
Neighborhood Brunch!   This year our brunch is on the 
day of the first evening of Sukkot. 

WHERE: We expect to have hosts for Berkeley, 
Richmond, South Oakland and the 
Rockridge/Temescal/Grand Lake/Piedmont area of 
Oakland. WHAT: The hosts will provide juice, coffee 
and tea.   

Guests are asked to bring vegetarian brunch items to 
share. 

Save the Date and look for further announcements in 
the weekly emails or call the office!  We hope to see 
you there!  If you are willing to volunteer your home, 
please email chesed@kehillasynagogue.org.  Your offer 
will be much appreciated. 

Shalom, 
The Chesed Committee 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Erev Simchat Torah Celebration!  
Monday, October 24 

 

 

 

 

at Chochmat HaLev   
2215 Prince St., Berkeley at Fulton. 

Join with all the Bay Area Renewal communities for 
a night of sacred and ecstastic dancing to live 
music and special Torah chanting to celebrate the 
conclusion of our High Holy Day journey.    

6:00pm  Special Kids Celebration with Jen Miriam 
and Alon Altman, dance and sing around the Torah 
with  puppets, music and friends 

6:30pm Vegetarian potluck dinner 

7:00 pm Maariv, Dancing and Torah service with 
the Shirat HaLev Musicians 

9:30 pm- Kiddush and refreshments 

Donation:  Members of participating organizations: 
$15-10   General Public $20-15   Children: $5 

Save the Date! 

The Buddha & The Ba’al Shem Tov 
With Zoketsu Norman Fischer, Rabbi Burt Jacobson &  

Rabbi Dev Noily  
Come celebrate Rabbi Burt's 80th Birthday! 

Saturday Evening, November 19, 7:30pm 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

   Our own visionary teacher Rabbi Burt and noted poet, 
meditation teacher and Zen Buddhist priest, Norman 
Fischer will be in dialogue, moderated by Rabbi Dev. They 
will explore parallels in the teaching and lives of the 
Buddha and the Ba’al Shem Tov, two enlightened teachers 
who saw the Divine everywhere, and taught the spiritual 
values of mystery, compassion, love and joy. 

   Come and celebrate Rabbi Burt’s 80th birthday and 50th 
year in the rabbinate! The dialogue will be followed by 
delectable desserts and drinks in the Social Hall. 

   PLEASE NOTE – We will be celebrating Rabbi Burt’s 80th 
throughout Shabbat on November 18 & 19.  We will have 
Kabbalat Shabbat services and oneg on Friday night, and 
special Shabbat morning services and lunch on Saturday. 

Sanctuary 
 

 

 

 

mailto:chesed@kehillasynagogue.org.


 8

Book Discussion Group 
All Kehilla members are welcome to join us for our customary meetings on the second Monday of the month at 7pm in 
the Fireside Room. These books are from the San Francisco Jewiish Community Library and there might be copies to 
borrow. 

Monday, September 12, 7pm 
The Fixer by Bernard Malamud 

     The Fixer (1966) is Bernard Malamud's best-known 
and most acclaimed novel -- one that makes manifest his 
roots in Russian fiction, especially that of Isaac Babel.  
Set in Kiev in 1911 during a period of heightened anti-
Semitism, the novel tells the story of Yakov Bok, a Jewish 
handyman blamed for the brutal murder of a young 
Russian boy. Bok leaves his village to try his luck in Kiev, 
and after denying his Jewish identity, finds himself 
working for a member of the anti-Semitic Black 
Hundreds Society. When the boy is found nearly drained 
of blood in a cave, the Black Hundreds accuse the Jews of 
ritual murder. Arrested and imprisoned, Bok refuses to 
confess to a crime that he did not commit. 
 

 

Monday, October 10, 7pm 
Mystics of Mile End by Sigal Samuel 

     Sigal Samuel’s debut novel, in the vein of Nicole 
Krauss’s bestselling The History of Love, is an imaginative 
story that delves into the heart of Jewish mysticism, 
faith, and family. In the half-Hasidic, half-hipster 
Montreal neighborhood of Mile End, eleven-year-old Lev 
Meyer is discovering that there may be a place for 
Judaism in his life. As he learns about science in his day 
school, Lev begins his own extracurricular study of the 
Bible’s Tree of Knowledge with neighbor Mr. Katz, who is 
building his own Tree out of trash. Meanwhile his sister 
Samara is secretly studying for her Bat Mitzvah with 
next-door neighbor and Holocaust survivor, Mr. 
Glassman. All the while his father, David, a professor of 
Jewish mysticism, is a non-believer. 

 
Solar Lights for Gaza Fundraiser & 

 Pre-Shabbat Potluck 
Please join Kehilla’s Greening and Middle East Peace Committees for a potluck dinner on  

September 16 at 5:30pm and fundraiser to support the children of Gaza. 

         Gaza is still recovering from fifty-one days of 
bombing in 2014. Electricity, water, and sewage systems 
are all still very fragile, and more than 17,000 people are 
still in temporary housing. Families there are affected 
daily by rolling black-outs. Far too often electricity is 
only available for 4 hours per day. Children must do 
their homework by dangerous kerosene lamps or 
candlelight. For the last year, the Rebuilding Alliance, a 
local non-profit organization, has been fundraising and 
shpping solar powered lights to Non-Governmental 
Organizations in Gaza. Our goal is to help raise funds to 
help them send the next pallet of 1,920 solar-powered 
lights to Gaza's children. 
     Our speaker for the evening will be Donna Baranski-
Walker, founder and Executive Director of Rebuilding 
Alliance, who was in Gaza in April to distribute the first 
pallet of solar lights. Rebuilding Alliance is working with 
Palestinian Non-Governmental Organizations in Gaza to 
distribute the solar lights to children and families in 
need. Donna will explain how Rebuilding Alliance is able 
to send the solar-powered lights through the blockade 
following pre-clearance by both Palestinian and Israeli 
Customs. She also will tell us about their NGO partners 
and some of the families she visited in Gaza. This will be 

a rare opportunity to hear directly from someone who 
has spent time in Gaza supporting children and families.  
     Rebuilding Alliance has already delivered three pallets 
of solar lights so children in Gaza can safely study and 
spend time with their families. There are 700,000 
children in Gaza.  Please join us on Sept. 16th to help 
Rebuilding Alliance send more Luci Lights to Gaza's 
children. 
     We will have a Potluck Dinner in the Social Hall 
starting at 5:30. Please bring a vegetarian or fish dish to 
share.  
     And please join us after dinner and the presentation 
for a spirited, musical Kabbalat Shabbat service to sing, 
meditate, dance, and rest in the joy and peace of 
Shabbat. Led by Hazzan Shulamit and Julie Nesnansky. 
     We hope you can join us on September 16 to hear first 
hand from our guest about her experience personally 
delivering solar lights to Gaza. But if you can’t make it, 
please make a donation to this great project!  
     You can donate at this link: 
https://commitchange.com/ca/burlingame-
94010/rebuilding-alliance/events/kehilla-for-gazas-
children 

https://commitchange.com/ca/burlingame-
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You’re Invited: 
A Community Forum on the Movement for Black Lives Platform: 

Study & Conversation 

Sunday September 18, 3:30 – 7:00pm 
by Rabbi Dev Noily 

     In early August the Movement for Black Lives 
Platform was published.  Organizers described their 
project this way: 

In response to the sustained and increasingly visible 
violence against Black communities in the U.S. and 
globally, a collective of more than 50 organizations 
representing thousands of Black people from across 
the country have come together with renewed 
energy and purpose to articulate a common vision 
and agenda. 
Our resistance and rebellion are not new, but like 
other times in history have come to a critical mass, 
and the bravery of those in Ferguson and across 
the country captured the attention of the world. A 
year ago, over 2,000 of us gathered in Cleveland to 
reflect on the state of our movement for liberation 
and celebrate our people, both those who have 
fallen and those who have survived. It was there 
that we began the process of uniting to articulate a 
shared vision of the world we want to live in. 

     The Platform articulates that sweeping and radical 
vision for racial and economic justice. It addresses 
reparations, education, healthcare, housing, policing, 
militarization (domestic and foreign), incarceration, 
criminalization, community control, and other aspects 
of U.S. society and policy that impact Black lives. 
     We’re excited to come together to study the 
platform as a community and to listen deeply to what 
the Movement’s leaders are saying. Rabbi David, 
Hazzan Shulamit, Rabbi Burt and I have endorsed the 
Movement for Black Lives Platform as individuals.  As I 
read the Platform I felt the tectonic plates of racial 
injustice in our country begin to shift.  In the profound 
language of the background pieces I could hear more 
of the stories of Black lives, deepening my awareness 
of the differences between my experience as White 
person and the experiences of so many Black people I 

live alongside.   I heard the Platform as a call to listen 
to Black voices, as a call to compassion, and as a call to 
join more fully in the M4BL struggle to root out the 
injustice that continues to rot the core of our country.  
This feels like an extraordinary historic moment to me, 
and I feel humbled and grateful for the Movement for 
Black Lives as path to justice for all of us. 
     We’d like Kehilla to consider endorsing the Platform 
as an organization as well. This Forum will be our first 
communal conversation about the Platform, and will 
help us to discern the next steps in this process.   
     The primary focus of our learning and 
conversations will be the current and historic 
experiences of Black people in the U.S., and the ways 
that White supremacy has operated, and continues to 
operate in our society and in our souls. 
     We invite you to read the entire platform, either 
ahead of time or at the September 18 Community 
Forum.  The first part of the afternoon will be devoted 
to studying the Platform.  You will find links to a 
summary of the Platform, and to the deeper analysis 
of each of its six parts on our website at this link: 
http://kehillasynagogue.org/event/a-community-
forum-on-the-movement-for-black-lives-platform-
study-conversation/  
     After doing text study with the Platform we’ll have 
a break and a nosh/snack.  The second half of the 
afternoon will be a compassionate listening-style 
session, where people gather in facilitated small 
groups to share their responses, reactions to and 
questions about the platform.  We will have at least 
one small group for People of Color.  We’ll end with 
everyone coming together to share highlights from the 
small group conversations.  You may come for the 
whole time, or just the first half, or just the second 
half.   [continued on p. 13.]

 

http://kehillasynagogue.org/event/a-community-
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New Adult Education Classes Fall 2016 

To Register for Classes: You can register and pay online at www.KehillaSynagogue.org (click on the 
"LEARN" link and then click on Adult Education), or send check payable to Kehilla to Kehilla, 

 1300 Grand Ave., Piedmont, CA 94610.  

 
 
“700 Benches: Experiencing Biblical Hebrew” 
Class 
Begins September 8, 6:30pm 
Taught by Jenna Kemp 
Have you ever wanted to read and understand Torah 
Hebrew? As a first phase in the launch of Kehilla’s new 
“700 Benches” beit-midrash program,  Kehilla is 
offering  a class designed to be an immersive 
experience in the language and structure of biblical 
Hebrew. What do we mean by “immersive?" Think of 
once a week jumping into the deep end of the pool—
with water wings as needed, swim buddies, and a 
lifeguard. 
This class is a multi-level beit-midrash in which 
students will learn the grammar that will allow them 
to begin reading biblical Hebrew without an English 
translation. Working primarily in chevrutah (pairs, 
small groups), we will learn grammar together, while 
simultaneously reading biblical narrative in Hebrew. 
People at all levels of Hebrew abilities are encouraged 
to join. Students will be expected to do some 
homework and memorization, but the emphasis is on 
concepts and resources that will allow you to begin to 
“swim” on your own! 
If you are interested in the class, but need some work 
on your aleph-bet, you will find resources to help get 
you up to speed on our website at this link: 
http://kehillasynagogue.org/online-hebrewbiblical-
text-resources/ 
Prerequisite: Aleph-bet and Vowels 
Dates:  Thursdays, Sept. 8- Sept. 29, Oct. 27, Nov. 3 (A 
six-session series) 
Time: 6:30-8:30pm 
Cost: $150 Kehilla members, $180 General Public.  No 
one turned away for lack of ability to pay the full 
amount. If you are unable to pay the full amount, 
please contact sjgrodin@comcast.net. 
Questions? Contact Jenna Stover-Kemp at 
jennakemp25@gmail.com or Sharon Grodin at 
sjgrodin@comcast.net. No one is turned away for lack 
of funds; please discuss this with us. 

 
 

 
 
Conversion Group  
Begins September 12, 7:30pm 
Led by Rabbi Dev Noily and Sharon Grodin 

 Kehilla’s conversion group is the communal portion of 
a process of individual inquiry that each participant 
anticipates will lead to adopting Judaism.  Kehilla’s 
spiritual leaders Rabbi Dev and Sharon Grodin are 
available to guide participants in their reading, 
selection of classes, and experiences that inform their 
education toward discernment about this decision. 
 The group is not an “introduction to Judaism” class, 
but rather a forum where participants reflect on and 
share insights about the studies and experiences each 
is undertaking within Kehilla and elsewhere.  The 
group meets once a month for 1-1/2 hours, which 
typically includes some learning together and 
responding to each others’ questions. Because this 
group is intended to support conversion in the 
context of Kehilla community, after the first two 
sessions, participants are expected to decide whether 
Kehilla is a good fit for them; if so, participants will be 
come members, and if not, participants will be 
supported in finding an alternative for their 
conversion studies. 
If you are interested in this group, please contact 
Sharon Grodin at sjgrodin@comcast.net.  
Dates:  Mondays, Sept. 12, Nov. 14, Dec. 12  
Cost: No charge (but see above about membership).  
Led by Rabbi Dev and Sharon Grodin. 
Location: Sanctuary/Buber Room 

 

http://www.KehillaSynagogue.org
http://kehillasynagogue.org/online-hebrewbiblical-
mailto:sjgrodin@comcast.net.
mailto:jennakemp25@gmail.com
mailto:sjgrodin@comcast.net.
mailto:sjgrodin@comcast.net.
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Adult Education (continued) 
 
"Drumming As Prayer" Class 
A Two-Class Series: September 18 & September 21 
Taught by Debbie Fier, Kehilla Musical Prayer Leader & 
“Heartbeat of the Service"  
     Drumming is an active form of meditation. It 
provides a wonderful way to be present, express 
yourself and learn how to drum with a group in sacred 
community space. At Kehilla, we are creating an 
intergenerational drum group, called Ketzev Kehilla, 
(the Beats of Kehilla), and we have been learning 
some of the rhythms for the Kehilla melodies and also 
drumming at our Chai Shabbat services. 
     This is a two-class series. It can be taken as a series 
or as individual classes. (However, if you want to 
drum at High Holy Days services, you must come to 
both classes.) 
       Those who wish to will have the opportunity to 
drum for our High Holy Days services at the Scottish 
Rite Center in Oakland. Participants who want to join 
us in drumming need to commit to coming to both 
classes of the series (exceptions may be made IF you 
have taken previous ‘Drumming as Prayer’ classes with 
Debbie. In those cases you must come to at least 1 
class). If you have taken this class before, and enjoy 
drumming in our Kehilla circle, please come to the 
class!  We will always learn new rhythms, practice new 
exercises and continue building on what we have 
previously done. 
     All ages and all levels welcome!  Please bring a 
drum if you have one.  If you need a drum for the 
class, please email Sasha@kehillasynagogue.org and 
we will do our best to provide one. Hand percussion 
(shakers, claves, etc.) will be provided. 
     Dates: Sunday, Sept 18 - 4-5:30 and Wednesday,  
Sept 21, 7-8:30 in the Fireside Room.  
    Cost:  2-class series: $36 members/ $46 non-
members; Individual class: $20 members/ $25 non-
members 
    Location: Fireside Room 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Chai Mitzvah Group Forming: “A Jewish Year” 
Begins Sunday, October 16, 5:30pm 

In response to many requests for a more structured, 
group-based program for exploring Judaism, Kehilla is 
offering a Chai Mitzvah group beginning in October.  
What is “Chai Mitzvah,” you ask?  It’s a curriculum and 
structure created by a Jewish-multidenominational 
(including Renewal) group of rabbis and educators, 
designed to support group study and a period of 
committed personal exploration.  No prior experience 
with Judaism or Hebrew is required.  Here’s what the 
creators have to say about it: 

“Chai Mitzvah is a unique adult engagement program 
that encourages an integrated, experiential approach 
to Jewish life through five simple components. Each 
participant:  

1. Attends monthly group learning with a set 
curriculum provided by Chai Mitzvah.  

2. Chooses an independent study topic for the year.  

3. Chooses a ritual/spiritual practice to take on for the 
year.  

4. Chooses a social action activity to commit to for the 
year.  

5. Celebrates the journey!”  

In our case, we’ve chosen “A Jewish Year” as an 
overarching theme. Participants will investigate and 
experience the Jewish calendar as it occurs, separately 
or together, as interests dictate.  Our mitzvah group 
will meet on third Sundays starting in October, with 
minimal costs set to cover our fee from Chai Mitzvah 
for the materials (the more participants, the lower the 
cost, but we are setting the initial registration fee 
$18/person for the 9-month period).  The group may 
decide to engage speakers or project leaders on 
particular topics and share the cost of that additional 
enrichment.  For more information about the 
program, see www.chaimitzvah.org.  For questions 
about our group, contact sjgrodin@comcastnet. 

Dates: Monthly for 9 months, beginning Sunday,  
Oct. 16, 5:30-7pm 

Cost: $18/person 

Location: Back classsroom, main floor 

mailto:Sasha@kehillasynagogue.org
http://www.chaimitzvah.org.
mailto:sjgrodin@comcastnet.
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Adult Education (continued) 
 

Elements of Magical Judaism 
Begins Monday, October 16, 6:00pm 
with Reclaiming* Teachers  
Jude Elf & Maggid Jonathan Furst 
Join us for a six-week exploration of Earth-based 
Judaism through the elements of Earth, Air, Fire, 
Water and Spirit. Develop personal practices and 
improvisational ritual co-creation skills, blending 
modern G!ddess-oriented magic with traditional 
Jewish and ancient Hebraic spirituality.  
Dates: Mondays, October 17 - November 21, 6pm  
Cost: $240-$90 sliding scale 
Location: Sanctuary 
For More Info: contact jfurst@pobox.com or  
415-516-4904 
*Learn more about Reclaiming here: 
http://www.reclaiming.org/  
Co-sponsored by the Jewitch Collective and Derech 
Ha'Aretz Outdoor Yeshiva 
 
I Never Knew Hebrew Could Be So Much Fun 
Class 
Begins Sunday, October 23, 10:30am 
Taught by Bracha Stone 
Once again Bracha is offering her fabulous course in 
beginning Hebrew. Absolutely no previous Hebrew 
experience is required or expected. Come and find out 
why you don’t have to know very much at all in order 
to have Hebrew take on a very special place in your 
life. Bracha loves to teach this class since adults tend 
to be very compliant students and they ask such 
serious questions. Form a community of like-minded 
adults, play games, sing songs and learn, learn, learn.  
Repeaters welcomed!! 

Dates:  Sunday, Oct. 23, 30, Nov. 6, 10:30am-11:45am 
Cost:  $54 members, $66 nonmembers 
Location: Given at the time of registration. 
Call Bracha for questions or concerns. 510-703-2220. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Personalizing Our Experience With Jewish 
Liturgy 
First meeting: Sunday, October 23, 6:30pm 
A new group convened by Bracha Stone 
Designed for those who want to explore an expanded 
and creative relationship to Jewish liturgy. While there 
is no expectation of a belief in "God," this group is 
designed for those who desire to personally connect 
to "something-bigger-than-us" and/or "the-wisdom-
deep-within-us." We will witness and be witnessed as 
we explore our attraction and creative responses to 
traditional Jewish prayer practice. We will meet 
together once a month for 5 months. We will also 
participate in a weekly email conversation concerning 
our intentions, and the challenges and blessings we 
experience as we enact our them. 
Dates:  First meeting is Sunday, Oct. 23, 6:30-8:30. 
There will be a meeting at the same time in the 
evening in November, December, January and 
February. Specific dates for each month will be 
determined by October 1st.  
Cost:  $120 members, $150 nonmembers 
Location: Given at the time of registration.  
Call Bracha for questions or concerns. 510-703-2220.  

A Class in the Poetic Word 
Begins Wednesday, October 26, 7pm 
Taught by Lenore Weiss 
Come learn about several outstanding twentieth-
century American Jewish poets, including a number of 
contemporary writers. The four-session class will 
examine work by poets who express diverse 
connections to the Jewish experience.  For the first 
hour of each session, we will examine and discuss the 
poet’s work. Using writing prompts from the readings, 
during the second hour we will respond to the poetry 
in whatever written form we choose. Open to all. No 
writing experience is required. Special guest visits by 
local poets. All lovers of the word are encouraged to 
participate. Bring a notebook and pen. 
Dates: Wednesday, Oct. 26, Nov.  9,  Nov. 23, Nov. 30, 
7-9pm 
Cost: $88 members, $112 nonmembers 
Location: Fireside Room 
 

mailto:jfurst@pobox.com
http://www.reclaiming.org/
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A Community Forum on the Movement for Black Lives Platform 
[continued] 
     Part of the platform, called Invest/Divest, deals 
with connections between U.S. military spending and 
interventions abroad on the one hand, and the lack of 
funding for domestic social needs and militarization of 
U.S. police on the other hand. This part of the 
platform also addresses U.S. military support for Israel 
and the unjust treatment of Palestinians under 
Occupation, using language that some Jewish people 
and organizations have objected to strongly.   
     Our intention is to create a community forum that 
centers the Platform’s demands for racial and 

economic justice, while making space for the complex 
emotional responses that may arise for us in 
relationship to Jewish identity, racial identity and all 
the aspects of ourselves that make each of us who we 
are.  
     Please be in touch with us if you have questions or 
feedback.  
     RSVP if you can  to Sasha@kehillasynagogue.org.  
 – it will help us a lot as we plan the afternoon. 

 
 

Join the 30th Annual G.R.I.P. Harmony Walk in Richmond 
To End Hunger & Homelessness-to Benefit the Greater Richmond Interfaith Program 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     On October 29, Greater Richmond Interfaith 
Program is hosting its 30th annual Harmony Walk/Run 
to End Homelessness in Richmond. Several Kehilla 
members and members of St. John’s Church joined a 
team last year in memory of David McPhail and Judy 
Abel, GRIP activists who both died in September, 
2015.  
     That team raised over $1,000 in support of the 
Souper Center, a program operated by GRIP, which 
serves meals to homeless and needy residents and 
also runs a family shelter. David and Irene, his wife, 
both Kehilla members, and Betty Young, started a 
group now called David’s Dinner Group which 
prepares a monthly meal for families staying at the 
GRIP shelter. Several Kehilla members, people who 
had been members of an El Cerrito church where 
David had ministered, and members of St John’s 
Presbyterian Church in Berkeley, are in the dinner 
group as well. 
     David did this Walk every year through 2014. 

Kehilla members have another opportunity this year 
to remember and honor David while helping to ease 
homelessness. 
     We encourage everyone’s participation in or pledge 
of money to the team. We will have a team name and 
a team page set-up with the Harmony Walk website 
by mid-September. 
     The web address with a link to our team page & 
further details will be provided in the Kehilla weekly 
e-mails.    
     Check-in on October 29 begins at 9:00 a.m. The Run 
starts at 10:30 a.m. The Walk starts at 10:45 a.m. You 
can walk or run for as much, or as little, a distance as 
you want.  And, there will be a festival in the park 
after the walk.  
     Please consider sending a donation or joining the 
team after the team page is setup. If you have 
questions about the team, feel free to contact Sue 
Goldberg directly at suegoldberg@sbcglobal.net 

 
Pictured: Alex Madonik, Ruthie Levin, Richard Speiglman, Sue Goldberg 

 

mailto:Sasha@kehillasynagogue.org.
mailto:suegoldberg@sbcglobal.net
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An Interview with Spiritual Leader Avi Rose 
by Bill Lazarus

     More refugees are 
fleeing persecution now 
than at any time since the 
end of World War II, says 
Avi Rose, who has spent 
most of his life as a political 
and social activist, and who 
now finds himself turning 
more and more to issues of 
immigration and the flood 
of people seeking safe 
haven. With millions of 
refugees left homeless and 
nationless as the result of 
warfare in Syria and 
elsewhere, Avi sees the 

Jewish response as extending “beyond empathizing. 
“It’s identifying,” he says. “We need to see ourselves 
as coming out of Egypt.” 

     “We were strangers. We know the heart of the 
stranger,” adds Avi, who is executive director of 
Jewish Family and Community Services East Bay . That 
“central narrative” of the Jewish people is a key these 
days to the work of JFCS. About 2,000 of the 8,000 
people it annually serves are refugees and other 
immigrants. While the work of JFCS has historically 
been geared toward helping the Jewish community, it 
is not exclusively so. Avi says, “Tikkun Olam is not 
about bringing healing only to the Jewish people. It’s 
about “olam.” It’s about the world as a whole.” 

     When Avi started work at JFCS in 2005, the agency 
was already involved with helping immigrants from all 
over the world. When the surge of Jewish immigration 
from the Former Soviet Union subsided in the 1990’s, 
JFCS began to serve people from other countries, 
including Afghanistan, Bosnia, Cambodia, Iran, Iraq 
and Syria. Many of these refugees are Muslims. JFCS 
currently helps numerous families from Afghanistan, 
many of whom were subject to persecution after 
assisting Americans in the war against the Taliban. 
JFCS also has devoted itself to helping LGBT refugees 
fleeing particularly harsh oppression because of their 
sexual orientation or gender identities. 

     As a youth, Avi grew up mostly in Phoenix in a 
liberal Jewish family, largely out-of-kilter with the 

mostly right-wing community. His dad hailed from the 
Bronx, and was himself the son of immigrant parents 
who made their way to the United States from 
Lithuania. When Avi was 13, he moved with his family 
to Sacramento, and soon started spending time in the 
Bay Area. It was the late 1960s and “politics, drugs and 
rock and roll — it was all here.” 

     Avi became a political activist in high school, and 
chose to go to college at Brandeis, which was a hotbed 
of leftist politics. While he came out as a gay man in 
college, his activism was focused more on anti-war 
work and economic issues. After college, he worked 
for a period as a union steward. Avi joined other 
progressive Jews in the Boston Committee to 
Challenge Antisemitism and became, in the 1980s, 
involved in New Jewish Agenda, a national 
organization that he co-chaired, and that focused on a 
wide variety of issues, including Mid-East peace, 
feminism, disarmament, LGBT rights, oppression in 
Central America and the sanctuary movement. Avi 
also took up work battling AIDS, and co-edited Twice 
Blessed, a book about gay and lesbian Jews. 

     While Avi was aware of immigration issues, it 
wasn’t then a focus of his work and activism. That 
changed in 2005 when he started at JCFS and found it 
“powerful” to be working to help both Russian Jews 
and Afghan Muslims. “I’m really impressed by the 
resilience of most of the refugees whom we are 
helping.  They are individuals with their own quirks, 
strengths and shortcomings, and most have 
experienced significant trauma. It is a huge 
undertaking to leave your home – everyone and 
everything you know – and start your life over again in 
a new country..” 

     While, culturally, the Bay Area is “really welcoming, 
economically, this is a really hard area to come to,” Avi 
says. As a result, families crowd into small living 
quarters together, and people work two or three jobs 
to get by. 

     At seders, Avi has hosted refugees. “It’s powerful to 
be at a seder with somebody who has recently had to 
‘leave Egypt,’” he says. Avi also asks, “What is more 
Jewish than resettling refugees?” He answers himself 
in a word. “Nothing.”



 15 

A Note on the Israel/Palestine Values Survey 
by Rabbi David J. Cooper 

 
     Last month we send out to every member 
household a survey to determine support for a 
statement of values on Israel/Palestine. One could 
indicate where one stood on a spectrum from very 
much disagreeing to strong agreement (scale of 1 to 
5). 
     As of this writing, 141 responses have been 
received. 
     99 responses are 5’s – strongly agree. (71.7%) 
     26 are 4’s – generally agree (18.8%) 
     7 are 3’s – more or less neutral (5.1%) 
     3 are 2’s – generally disagree (2.2%) 

     3 are 1’s – very much disagree (2.2%) 
     In a few days, I will be reading the many written 
comments on the proposed wording and I plan to 
print some of them in the November Kol Kehilla, with 
the permission of their authors to print with ascription 
or anonymously. 
     The decision to adopt the statement as is (or with 
grammatical changes) will be in the hands of the 
Kehilla Board. Currently the plan is that in October the 
results of the survey and representative comments 
and suggestions will be forwarded to the Board for 
their consideration and action. 

 
Chevra Kadisha Sh'mira Readings Project 

 
    Kehilla’s Chevra Kadisha is pleased to announce the 
completion of our “Sh’mira Readings Project.”  We 
now have two beautiful volumes that can be used by 
the shomrim (“watchers”) –those who sit with the 
body of a community member who has died until the 
time of burial. 
    Traditionally, shomrim read Psalms during the 
sh’mira  (“watching”).  In Kehilla we have provided 
other readings—poetry and prose from Jewish and 
non-Jewish sources as well as portions of our liturgy—
so that each shomer might deepen his or her own 
reflections on the meaning of life and death.   
     As we embarked on revising and expanding these 
additional readings, our discussions and study led us 
to taking a closer look at The Book of Psalms as well.  
We looked at many different translations and 

interpretations and selected the one for each Psalm 
that we thought invoked the values of Jewish Renewal 
movement.  
     A small group from Kehilla’s Chevra Kadisha 
traveled to Boston in June to present a workshop on 
these readings and to discuss Kehilla’s approach to 
sh’mira at the annual K’vod v Nichum (“honor and 
comfort”) conference.  More than thirty people 
attended our workshop and received our presentation 
with great enthusiasm.   
     We will formally present Kehilla’s Readings for 
Shmira and Psalms for Shmira at the Morning Service, 
Sept 17.  We invite the entire community to join in 
our simcha and to learn more about the practice of 
sh’mira.   

 

Finding Your Spiritual Direction 
 
     Spiritual direction is a process of inner listening that 
enables individuals to discern the movement of the 
Spirit in their lives, so they can come to understand 
both the spiritual dimension and the spiritual direction 
of their experience. In this sense, spiritual direction is 
a pathway to teshuvah, toward finding one’s way back 
to the Source that birthed and sustains each of us.  

     Spiritual directors have been trained to help those 
seeking the Spirit to find direction. They also help 
seekers find appropriate spiritual practices. 

     Rabbi Burt offers individual Kehilla congregants 
hour-long meetings in spiritual direction. Any Kehilla 
member is entitled to such a session once a year 
without cost. Burt usually meets with congregants at 
Kehilla on Tuesday afternoons and evenings, several 
times a month. He also sees people at his home in El 
Sobrante at other times during the week. If you are 
interested in meeting with Rabbi Burt, please contact 
him at Rabburt@earthlink.net, or by calling 
510.283.5704. 

 
 

mailto:Rabburt@earthlink.net,
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Competing Death Penalty Initiatives on November Ballot 

by Beth Weinberger 
 

     This November we'll have a chance to vote again to 
repeal California's death penalty, replacing it with Life 
Without Possibility of Parole.  Unfortunately, a 
competing measure that would attempt to change the 
appeals process to expedite executions has caused 
confusion, especially as the latter measure's title is 
misleading.  So here's an explanation of each of the 
initiatives with recommendations in keeping with 
Kehilla policy. 

 
The Justice that Works Act of 2016—Proposition #62  

 This is essentially the same as Prop. 34 on the 
2012 ballot, which Kehilla supported.  It would replace 
the death penalty with life without the possibility of 
parole.  It would: 

 End state killing and eliminate the possibility 
of executing innocent people.  Since 1973, 
156 people, convicted of murder, have been 
exonerated, 3 of them in California. 

 Keep dangerous criminals from ever being 
released. 

 Save approximately $150 million a year that 
could be put to more productive use. 

 Increase to 60% the portion of wages earned 
by persons sentenced to life without parole 
that may go to victim restitution funds. 

Recommendation:  Support Prop. 62 
 
Death Penalty Reform & Savings Act of 2016—
Proposition #66 

  Prop. 66 attempts to “reform” a  failed death 
penalty system by changing the appeals process.  It 
would remove current safeguards, limit the ability to 
present new evidence of innocence and set unrealistic 
deadlines for trials and appeals.  The changed 

procedures and new deadlines would force hiring of 
hundreds of new, inexperienced attorneys at taxpayer 
expense. If it succeeded, it would: 

 Increase the chances of wrongful convictions 
and execution of innocent people 

 Interfere with our due process and appeals 
processes, which might be found 
unconstitutional after costly and lengthy 
lawsuits. 

 Authorize the state to house death row 
inmates in new prisons. 

 Model California's system after Texas' rapid 
execution mill. 

 Move appeals from the state Supreme Court 
to local county courts, prioritizing these cases 
and the shortened timelines.  It would 
overwhelm lower courts and severely limit 
their ability to hear other types of cases or 
conduct any other court business. 

Recommendation: Oppose Prop. 66 
 
        This fall you'll have a chance to hear more about, 
question and discuss these initiatives, as well 
as a number of others at a Kehilla Ballot Initiatives 
evening, October 17.  Mark your calendars and see 
Richard Speiglman's article, also in this issue, on some 
of the other initiatives, researched and recommended 
by Oakland Community Organizations (OCO.) 
     If you want more information now about the death 
penalty initiatives; if you want to help with the 
campaigns or donate to them, go to 
www.yeson62.com or contact me at 
bethw0104@mindspring.com.  

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Not Registered to Vote?  
 

Please contact karenrachels@gmail.com 
of Kehilla’s Economic Justice Committee 
She will help you get registered before 

the November election 

http://www.yeson62.com
mailto:bethw0104@mindspring.com.
mailto:karenrachels@gmail.com
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Community Discussion of Ballot Propositions and Local Measures 
by Richard Speiglman 

 
Monday, October 17, 7-9pm 

Kehilla Social Hall 
Sponsored by  

Kehilla Economic Justice Committee, Greening Committee and Anti-Death Penalty Action Group 

Bring yourself, your friends and your family, your questions and your answers 

     When I was a kid in Des Moines, reform Rabbi 
Edward Zerin (Temple B’nai Jeshurun) used to implore 
youth – perhaps it was at our B’nai Mitzvot – to be 
“informed, participating Jews.”  I may have taken this 
to be the 11th Commandment, and I think the 
instruction was responsible for my 50-something years 
of reading at least the local, state, and national news 
sections of the daily newspaper.  Sometime later, a 
sociology professor suggested that the important 
news appears in the business section.  We won’t get 
into the question of sports news. 

     I never fully understood the Jews part of the 
obligation.  But nevertheless I’m pretty sure the 
informed/participating charge includes voting and, to 
the extent possible, understanding the implications of 
your vote prior to casting it. 

     In their length, California ballots present a serious 
challenge.  We need each other’s help to become well-
informed prior to voting.  Instead of sitting home 
alone the night before the election frantically trying to 
decide how to vote on propositions and local 
measures, on the evening of October 17th please join 
other community members to discuss ballot 
measures. 

 Bring your sample ballot (and your mail-in or 
absentee ballot if you have one) 

 Join discussion of some of the most important 
state and local ballot measures (if only we had 
time to tend to all of them!) 

 Written materials on all the state propositions 
and some local measures will be available, 
including recommendations from Kehilla, 
Oakland Community Organizations (OCO), and 
other organizations 

 Kehilla members and others actively engaged 
in working on some of the measures will offer 
brief presentations 

 
See the next page for OCO's recommendations on 

several state, county, and City of Oakland issues.  
We’ll have expanded endorsement information by 
October 17th.   

 
Please forward information on other measures, or 

for other localities, to Richard or Beth: 

rspeiglman@sbcglobal.net  

bethw0104@mindspring.com   

Or bring the information with you on October 17th.   

If possible, RSVP to Beth or Richard (see their 
contact information above.) 

mailto:rspeiglman@sbcglobal.net
mailto:bethw0104@mindspring.com
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Oakland Community Organizations 

Recommendations on CA, Alameda County, and City of Oakland issues 

Number Title or focus Content OCO 
endorsement 

State Propositions 

55 Tax extension 
Extends the temporary personal income tax on 
incomes over $250,000 to fund education and 

health care (Prop 30 extension) 
Support 

56 Tobacco tax Increases the cigarette tax to $2 / pack Support 

 57 Public Safety & 
Rehabilitation Act 

Increases parole chances for felons convicted of 
non-violent crimes and provides more 

opportunities to earn credits for good behavior 
Support 

 62 Death penalty Repeals the death penalty in CA Support* 

64 Adult Use of Marijuana Act 
Legalizes adults’ growing, possessing, and using 

marijuana for nonmedical purposes, with certain 
restrictions; establishes regulatory system for 

legal market.  

Neutral 

Alameda County Measures 

A Affordable Housing bond 
(property tax) 

Funding for a variety of approaches to promote 
affordable housing  Support 

Oakland City and School District Measures  

JJ Protect Oakland Renters 
Act  

Strengthen tenants’ rights by requiring owners to 
petition through the Rent Board for rent increases 

above annual CPI, extending just cause eviction 
protections to buildings built through 1995, and 

increasing Rent Board transparency and 
accountability 

Support 

LL 
Form civilian oversight 
commission of police 

department 
Promotes civilian oversight of police department Support 

KK 
Infrastructure 

improvements bond 
(property tax) 

Funding for a variety of improvements to streets, 
sidewalks, public buildings, and some funds for 

affordable housing 
Neutral  

HH Tax distributors of sugar-
sweetened beverages 

Promotes public health by raising price of sugar-
sweetened beverages Support 

G1 Oakland Unified School 
District  bond (parcel tax) 

Funds educator salary increases and middle 
school improvements (as of last draft seen) No vote (yet) 

* Kehilla recommends a yes vote on Prop. 62 and a no vote on Prop 66 (which would speed-up 
executions).  See accompanying article, “Competing Death Penalty Initiatives on November Ballot" on 
p. 17. 
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Seeking Shelter in the Days of Awe:  
 Immigrants and Refugees, Longing and Home 
[continued from p. 1] 
 
You can read a more complete description of our 
theme below.  Throughout the High Holy Days season 
and beyond, we’ll be integrating the spiritual practices 
of this time with ways to learn about and respond to 
the crises of migration that are shaking our world.  
During High Holy Days services we’ll hear from some 
of the folks in our community about their experiences 
with immigrants and refugees.  We’ll also have 
resources available during services about how to 
connect with local groups and join in efforts to 
respond.   
    And in the months following the High Holy Days, 
we’ll host a series of four community workshops, 
featuring congregants working to support immigrants 
and refugees.  The workshop topics are: Considering 
Offering Housing to a Refugee; Being Part of an 
Accompaniment Team for an Immigrant Family or 
Unaccompanied Minor; Immigration Policy, Advocacy 
and Intersectionality with Economic and Racial Justice 
Issues; and Kehilla as Sanctuary/Refuge for 
Immigrants.  
    May our practice during this season help each of us 
grow toward greater wholeness, joy, compassion and 
justice. 
    Our Theme for 5777:  Immigrants and Refugees, 
Longing and Home  
    A river goes out from the first place that was home, 
to water the garden, and from there it divides and 
becomes four headwaters. (Bereshit 2:10) 
    In the beginning all was one, undifferentiated and 
whole.  To come into the joy of embodied life is also to 
come into separateness.  And to be separate is to long 
for reconnection, to yearn for wholeness and for 
home.  The Yamim Nora’im (High Holy Days) point us 

in the direction of home, and outfit us for the promise 
and uncertainty of the journey.  We soften our hearts 
and open lines of communication with people we’ve 
hurt and who have hurt us.  We practice 
accountability, forgiveness, compassion and 
generosity.  We touch those who are dear to us with 
an extra measure of tenderness and gratitude. 
    This year we set out on this path in a world of 
growing displacement and migration. People forced 
from their homes by war, violence, poverty, drought, 
gentrification, and a swiftly changing climate are 
fighting for survival and searching for a refuge where 
they and their families can be safe.  Some in Kehilla 
are personally impacted, and many in our community 
are stepping up to help--by working to end structural 
violence, by challenging the economics underlying 
displacement, by offering loving personal support to 
immigrants and refugees, by fighting for policies that 
welcome immigrants and refugees, and by joining the 
struggle against deportation, targeting and 
discrimination against people who are undocumented.  
    As a community this year we will enter the inner 
landscape of exile and return.  We’ll encounter the 
stranger who dwells within us, and the stranger who 
dwells among us.  Together we will turn toward this 
tidal wave of displacement, expanding our capacity to 
welcome and support the growing number of 
immigrants and refugees in our midst.  As Torah 
teaches (Lev. 19:33-34), When a stranger resides with 
you in your land, you shall not wrong them.  The 
stranger who resides with you shall be to you as one of 
your citizens; you shall love them as yourself, for you 
were strangers in the land of Mitzrayim. 
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Coming Soon: Pronoun Stickers for Your Nametag 
by Hazzan Shulamit Wise Fairman, Lynn Bravewomon and Rabbi Dev Noily 

  
   As Davey Shlasko writes in the 
Trans*Ally Workbook, 
    “Most of the time, most people 
are on autopilot about pronouns. 
They call all women she, her and 
hers, and all men he, him and his. 
But being on autopilot doesn’t 
always work. Sometimes—
especially, but not only, when 
talking about trans* people—it can 
lead you to call someone a pronoun 
that isn’t what they’re usually 
called or what they want to be 
called.”  
     We are continuing to make 
Kehilla a more welcoming and 
inclusive space for all of our 
members.  All of us appreciate it 
when other people see us as who 
we are.  For  trans* people 
pronouns can be a constant source 
of being seen and affirmed when preferred pronouns 
are used by others; conversely the absence of 
accurate pronouns denies a critical piece of 
recognition and affirmation of identity. 
     Kehilla’s intention to build gender pronoun 
language in our community culture is part of gender-

inclusion efforts that reverse the 
invisibility caused when the wrong 
pronouns are used. 
     As a community of spiritual practice, 
it feels especially important that Kehilla 
be a place where everyone can be seen 
and affirmed in all of who we are.  So 
soon you’ll see a set of pronoun 
stickers next to our nametags. 
 Everyone has the option to add a 
pronoun sticker to your nametag, to let 
others know which pronouns you use.  
By using a sticker, cisgender people can 
support others in our community for 
whom “pronoun autopilot” doesn’t 
work well. 
     Whatever our gender identity, all of 
us have some experiences of resonance 
with the gender we were raised in, and 
some experiences of dissonance with 
the gender we were raised in.  We can 

all lean into those experiences to cultivate our 
compassion for ourselves and each other as we 
navigate this complex and shifting terrain of gender 
identity. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
    

    

A vocabulary moment: 

trans* refers to people whose 
gender identity is different from 

the gender identity they were 
assigned at birth, including 

people who are transgender, 
genderqueer, gender-

nonconforming, gender non-
binary, gender fluid, gender 

fabulous people. 

Cisgender refers to people 
whose gender identity is, for the 

most part, aligned with the 
gender they were assigned at 
birth and in which they were 

socialized. 

Kehilla Sings! 

 
         Interested in being part of a Kehilla Choir this Fall 
and Winter? We may offer this opportunity through 
our Adult Ed program with Bon Singer, a veteran 
cantor and synagogue choir director who has also 
directed Ya'Elah and Kitka.  
     PLEASE click on the following link and fill out a short 
questionnaire by Aug 28 to help us discern whether 
and how to move forward, and pass it on to your 
friends! 

 https://goo.gl/forms/Vd6jFONpn4IphBrK2 

https://goo.gl/forms/Vd6jFONpn4IphBrK2
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The Annual Kehilla Membership Retreat:  
Toward Further Improvements in Accessibility  

by Marilyn Golden & Don Stone 

In our debrief after another successful annual retreat, Kehilla’s Retreat Committee discussed how to achieve further 
improvements in the accessibility of the retreat to all members. Below is a report.  It addresses all dimensions of 
accessibility including affordability, access to the location, planning issues, and mobility access.  
 

Addressing Accessibility  at the Annual Kehilla Summer Retreat

     In the Retreat Committee’s debriefing of this year’s 
retreat, one focus of discussion has been about the 
accessibility challenges of Bort Meadow. There are 
various kinds of accessibility needs, including   
affordability, location, registration constraints, and 
physical mobility, all which contribute to the retreat 
location and experience being attractive and 
welcoming. 
     Affordability. We’ve had many comments that our 
past weekend retreats at retreat centers were out of 
the price range of many individuals and especially 
families—even with elective camping such as at Walker 
Creek Ranch.  
    Location issues: We have had requests for a location 
that is easy to get to on a Friday afternoon for people 
who want to camp the first night—and also for people 
who want make a round trip on Saturday. At Bort 
Meadow and at Walker Ranch, there is lack of cell 
phone reception. This can limit some members’ 
capacity to take part. Sometimes at Bort, there have 
been difficulties getting in and out of the locked gate 
when no one was on duty Friday.  
     Planning flexibility.  We need a site that is big 
enough that it does not require us to commit to a 
certain attendance well in advance. It helps to have 
flexibility that allows for final week commitment to 
attending, or even the day-of. Camping or easy 
commuting helps last minute planning and increases 
the numbers attending—about 25-30% of participants 
sign up or show up the last week. 
     Physical mobility. Challenges come with bumpiness 
or steepness of the terrain, any steps (none at Bort 
Meadow), accessibility to bathrooms (new Bort 
Meadow bathrooms are wheelchair accessible, though 
far from activities), parking availability, drop-off option 
for those needing it, and distance between the 
different stations—food, service, bathrooms, drop-off 
spot. We have had requests from people with mobility 
needs to have more accommodations so that they can 
attend either Bort Meadow, or another site.  
     Given these parameters, we are proceeding in the 
following manner: 

      *Reserve Bort Meadow for a weekend in July 2017 
(already have requested 7/14-16/2017, will hear back 
in late October if we got it). 
     *Tell anyone interested that we welcome their 
research on an alternative site that takes into account 
the factors mentioned above (our deposit for Bort 
Meadow, assuming we get our request, will be small 
enough to forfeit if we find a better site). 
     *Be proactive in responding to accessibility needs. 
Build into the reservation process a way to 
communicate specific needs and figure out best 
practices to meet them. For instance, the registration 
form/website will have a contact person for 
accessibility needs when we start to advertise next 
year’s retreat—Marilyn Golden may be filling this 
function. So coming up with solutions to specific needs 
can be creatively addressed well in advance. 
     Several congregants have already volunteered to 
assist with accessibility issues, including suggesting 
other sites/centers and being available to accompany 
individuals needing assistance to navigate at Bort 
Meadow, which is largely relatively flat, though the 
ground has a bumpy, uneven surface. 
     *Research alternative means of conveyance to 
transport individuals from point to point at the Bort 
Meadow site, possibly in ways that make use of the 
assistance from a volunteer. This research has already 
begun, with an initial finding that vehicles like golf carts 
are probably too expensive to own, rent, or transport 
from rental locations. Kehilla may have access to one 
or more ordinary wheelchairs that can be used. Or, all 
terrain wheelchairs may be one possibility. There may 
be other ways to deal with the bumpy terrain between 
the car turn-around and the dining tables that are not 
dependent upon volunteer assistance, and allow for 
more independent movement. 
     *Other concerns, suggestions, or ideas, regarding 
Kehilla Retreat accessibility issues or how to address 
them? Want to volunteer your assistance? 
     Contact either Marilyn Golden 
at mgolden@dredf.org, or Don Stone 
at donstone1@aol.com or 510-703-0073. 

mailto:mgolden@dredf.org,
mailto:donstone1@aol.com
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On the Origins of Kehilla: 
Social Justice 

                                                     by Rabbi Burt Jacobson 
Note: This is the fifth of a series of 
personal essays on the beginnings of 
Kehilla. Each article shares the 
origins of one or more of the ideals 
and/or values that motivated me to 
start Kehilla. The essays are adapted 

from the manuscript of the book I am in the process of 
completing, tentatively titled There is Only One Love: 
The Ba’al Shem Tov in the Modern World. 
     My passion for social justice came from my mother, 
Gert Jacobson. As the chairwoman of the Anti-
Defamation League in Cleveland during World War II, 
she tried to awaken the Jewish community to the Nazi 
atrocities in Europe. When our family moved to Texas 
in 1947, Gert became the chairwoman of the Anti-
Defamation League in San Antonio. In that capacity she 
worked with teachers in the public schools, instructing 
them on how to promote racial, ethnic and religious 
tolerance in their classrooms.  
     My mother’s commitment to social justice stemmed 
from her father, Ruby Goldberg. My grandfather, who 
was born in Romania, was a women’s tailor. A secular 
Yiddish-speaking Jew, he was strongly drawn to 
socialism. He became a negotiator for the International 
Ladies’ Garment Workers Union in New York. My 
mother remembered him coming home from the 
negotiations, infuriated by the tightfisted attitudes of 
the factory owners. He would go to the kitchen, pick up 
a carving knife and bang it repeatedly on the counter. 
“Those G… d…. bosses, those G… d…. bosses, they 
won’t give us a nickel! They won’t give us a nickel! 
      I did not hear that story until I was an adult, but I 
learned about the biblical prophets as a young student 
in the religious school of Temple Beth El in San 
Antonio. I came to admire the commitment of the 
Reform movement to social justice. 
       Yet, I did not study the words of the biblical 
prophets until I entered rabbinical school. In 1961, as a 
second-year student at the Jewish Theological 
Seminary, I took a seminar with Abraham Joshua 
Heschel on the prophets. By this time, Heschel was well 
on his way to becoming the most well-known Jewish 
religious thinker in the United States.  
       Heschel had completed his dissertation on the 
prophets in the late 1930s in Germany, just as the Nazi 
regime had come into power. In the late 1950s he 
decided to rewrite the book in English. The members of 

our seminar were privileged to read the galley proofs 
of The Prophets with him.  
    In the book’s introduction, Heschel wrote: 
     The things that horrified the prophets are even now 
daily occurrences all over the world. There is no society 
to which Amos’ words would not apply. 

Listen to this, you merchants who crush the 
poor,and trample on the needy! You who are 
thinking,“When will this New Moon festival  
finally be over so that we can sell our grain, and 
this Sabbath day, so we can market our wheat? 
Then we will tamper with the scales, making the 
bushel-measure smaller and the shekel-weight 
bigger. And then we can make slaves of the 
poor, buying them for their debt of a piece of 
silver or a pair of sandals, and we will even get 
paid for moldy wheat.”YHWH, the Pride of Israel, 
has sworn: ‘’I will never forget what you have 
done!’  Amos 8:4-7 

      Indeed, [Heschel continued] the sort of crimes and 
even the amount delinquency that fill the prophets of 
Israel with dismay do not go beyond that which we 
regard as normal, as typical ingredients of social 
dynamics. To us, a single act of injustice—cheating in 
business, exploitation of the poor—is slight; to the 
prophets, a disaster. To us injustice is injurious to the 
welfare of the people; to the prophets, it is a 
deathblow to existence; to us, an episode; to them, a 
catastrophe, a threat to the world.  
     Heschel’s prose was incandescent. I found his ability 
to enter the consciousness of the prophets utterly 
remarkable. As a result, the voices of the prophets 
have both stirred and haunted me throughout my life. 
     In the following years I found myself especially 
drawn to Amos, the first of the literary prophets, who 
focused almost exclusively on the necessity for social 
justice. Amos seemed totally relevant to the political 
climate of the late 1960s. Indeed, the Reverend Martin 
Luther King, Jr., who became Heschel’s friend and 
colleague, often cited Amos’ words. The day before he 
was assassinated in 1968, King delivered a speech in 
support of the striking sanitation workers in Memphis, 
in which he said:    

"Somehow the preacher must have a kind of fire 
shut up in his bones. And whenever injustice is 
around he must tell it. Somehow the preacher must  
[continued on next page] 
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On the Origins of Kehilla (continued) 
 
be an Amos, who said, “When God speaks, who can 
but prophesy?” Again with Amos, “Let justice roll 
down like waters and righteousness like a mighty 
stream.”  

       In the late 1960s I taught classes about Amos and 
his message to both high school students and adults. I 
emphasized the prophet’s fiery denunciations of 
corruption, wealth, luxury, perversion of justice and 
superficial religion.  

       As I thought about starting a synagogue in the early 
1980s, the fierce voice of Amos called out to me. I felt 
that this radical prophet of justice simply had to be 
given a platform in a city like Berkeley, which had been 
strongly identified with rapid social change, civic 
unrest, and political upheaval in the 1960s and ‘70s. 
The political Left was still robust and there were 
moral/political issues— the Israel-Palestine conflict, 
nuclear weapons, central American refugees—that 
cried out to be dealt with from a prophetic religious 
perspective. 

 
Thank you for Your Generosity 

 

Bar/Bat Mitvah Program 
Susan Coto McKenna and Rafael Coto 

General Fund 
Jane Weisbin and Charles Reilly 

Nueva Esperanza Accompaniment Teams (NEAT) 
Hope Friedman 
Irene McPhail 

Carolyn Schour 
Herbert Salomon and Marcia Liberson 

Simone Masson 
Lisa Rothman 
Ralph Silber 

Sandy Vaughn 
And members of Kehilla's three Accompaniment Teams 

Rabbi's Discretionary Fund 
David Levine and Laurel Zien

All Congregants Deserve A Safe Home 

If you or anyone in your home is experiencing: 
     >Child abuse  
     >Elder abuse  
     >Dependent adult abuse  
     >Teen dating violence 
     >Intimate partner violence (domestic violence) 
    The Kehilla Committee Against Abuse (CAA), working along side the Spiritual Life Practices Committee (SLPC), is 
here to help you become or remain safe.   If you are experiencing any kind of abuse, please call: Steven Falk, long-
time Kehilla member, at (510) 708-0517; Julie Patrusky, experienced domestic violence counselor and long-time 
Kehilla member, at (510) 528-0299; or Rabbi David at (510) 547-2424 x103.   Call the Shalom Bayit (Peace in the 
Home) helpline for counseling and advocacy for teen dating violence and domestic violence issues at: (866) SHALOM-
7 (742-5667) toll-free within the Bay Area or (510) 451-7233 (SAFE) outside the Bay Area.
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September 2016 
Fri., Sept. 2, NO Kabbalat Shabbat service tonight. 
Please join us on Friday night, Sept 16.  

Sat., Sept 3, 10:30am, Elul Shabbat Service on the 
Marina – Rosh Chodesh. Yes, it is one month to go to 
Rosh Hashanah and at this special outdoor service on 
the Marina we will celebrate the New Moon of Elul 
which includes Hallel, the musical holiday celebration 
prayers, led by Beth Dickinson. Discussion led by Rabbi 
David on our High Holy Day theme on our how our 
work on immigration and refugees connects to our 
Jewish path. Check the website for location. Bring a 
chair with you and prepare to dress warmly. Kiddush to 
follow.  Please bring vegetarian finger foods to share, if 
you are able.  

Tues., Sept. 6, 7:30pm. Middle East Peace Committee 
Meeting. Back classroom. 

Wed., Sept. 7, 7:50am Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room. (Enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview.)  Doors open at 7:50 a.m., 
short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30, 
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. 

Wed., Sept. 7, 6:30pm  Spiritual Life Practices 
Committee Meeting.  Fireside Room. 

Thurs., Sept. 8, 4-6pm. Kehilla School. Please enter 
through the kitchen door. 

Thurs., Sept. 8, 6:30pm. "700 Benches: 
Experiencing Biblical Hebrew." Taught by Jenna Kemp 
First class of the series.. (See details on p. 10)  

Fri., Sept. 9, 6:30pm, Friday Night Peace Walk with 
Rabbi David and OCO. This is an easy opportunity to 
really be part of the movement for peace in our own 
community led by Oakland Community Organizations’ 
Ceasefire campaign. Rabbi David has affirmed to OCO 
that we will try to have at least ten Kehilla folk join him 
at these walks for community peace.. The campaign is 
many-sided, including the training and mobilization of 
neighborhood peace interveners, the retraining of 
police, and a weekly peace walk with local 
congregations to support a “culture of peace and 
healing” in neighborhoods at risk. Rabbi David reports 
that he has done this about 10 times and it is an 

especially nice way to meet people from across the 
spectrum of Oakland communities.Meet inside First 
Mt. Sinai Church, 1970 86th Ave. For info, call 510-606-
5064.    

Sat., Sept. 10, 10am. Chai Elul Shabbat and New 
Member Welcome. Join our “Bima Team” for a 
spirited, musical service as we immerse in the month of 
Elul and prepare for the High Holy Days. Our newest 
members will receive a special honor during the Torah 
service, and we’ll kick off the morning with Ketzev 
Kehilla, our prayerful percussion orchestra. Come one, 
come all! Children most welcome! Vegetarian potluck 
luncheon to follow. Please bring a vegetarian dish to 
share.  Kiddush also sponsored by Ruth Goldstone & 
James Eder in honor of Ruth's mother Merle S. 
Goldstone's yartzheit. 

Mon., Sept. 12, 7pm. Book Discussion Group. We will 
discuss The Fixer by Bernard Malamud. Fireside Room. 
(See p. 8 for details.) 

Mon., Sept. 12, 7:30pm. Conversion Group. Buber 
Room. (See p. 10 for details.) 

Tues., Sept. 13, 7pm. Generosity Committee meeting. 
Fireside Room. 

Wed., Sept. 14, 7:50am Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room. (Enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview.)  Doors open at 7:50 a.m., 
short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30, 
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. 

Thurs., Sept. 15, 4-6pm. Kehilla School. Please enter 
through the kitchen door. 

Thurs., Sept. 15, 6:30pm. "700 Benches: 
Experiencing Biblical Hebrew." Taught by Jenna Kemp. 
(See details on p. 10.)  

Fri., Sept. 16, 5:30-7:30pm Solar Lights for Gaza 
Fundraiser and Pre-Shabbat Potluck: This is a special 
pre-Shabbat Service gathering and potluck meal 
organized by Kehilla’s Greening Committee and Middle 
East Peace Committee. The purpose is to raise 
tzedakah for Rebuilding Alliance’s project to provide 
solar lights for the residents of Gaza where electricity is 

Kehilla Community Synagogue 
1300 Grand Avenue (at Fairview) 

Piedmont, CA  94610 
(510) 547-2424 

Please come fragrance-free to all Kehilla events, 
for the health of people with respiratory conditions 

and chemical sensitivities. 
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often available for only four or five hours in a day. This 
is especially needed by children who would otherwise 
study at night by hazardous candle or kerosene light. 
(See article p. 8 .) Guest speaker: Donna Baranski-
Walker, founder of Rebuilding Alliance. We will have a 
Potluck Dinner in the Social Hall starting at 5:30.  Please 
bring a vegetarian or fish dish to share.  

Fri., Sept. 16, 7:30pm, Kabbalat Shabbat with Hazzan 
Shulamit, Julie Nesnansky, and Beth Dickinson. Join us 
for a soulful and spirited musical evening to welcome in 
the joy and peace of Shabbat.  Kiddush to follow. 
Please bring veggie finger foods to share! 

Sat., Sept. 17, 10:30am, Elul Shabbat Service with our 
Chevra Kadisha, at Kehilla led by Rabbi David, Hazzan 
Shulamit, and Julie Nesnansky. Celebrating the 
completion of our “Sh’mira Readings Project.” Sh’mira 
is the ritual of staying with the body of the deceased in 
the period preceding the funeral during which the 
shomer (“guardian”) traditionally reads from the book 
of psalms. For our members when they do Sh’mira, 
Kehilla’s Chevra Kadisha has assembled readings from 
innovative and interpretive translations of the psalms 
some of which we will read at this service. We will have 
a short Torah reading that morning with one aliyah. 
Deuteronomy 22:6-12. If you want to chant this, email 
Rabbi David.  In the Fireside Room. Kiddush sponsored 
by the Chevra Kadisha. 

Sat., Sept. 17, 3:30-6:30pm. Kehilla High Holy Days Art 
Reception. Fireside Room and throughout the building. 
(See announcement, p.4 for details.) 

Sun., Sept. 18, 3:30-7pm. A Community Forum on the 
Movement for Black Lives Platform Study & 
Conversation. With Kehilla leaders, staff, and 
members.  (See article, p. 9 for details.) Buber Room. 

Sun., Sept. 18, 1- 3 pm, “We Are the Bridge” Exhibit 
Reception at Osher Marin JCC in San Rafael. Sponsored 
by the Faith Trio (Kehilla, Islamic Cultural Center, 
Montclair Presbyterian). Includes at least two artists 
who are Kehilla members, Lea Delson and Susan 
Freundlich. 200 North San Pedro Rd. San Rafael 94903. 

Sun., Sept. 18, 2pm.  Yoga for Renewal. Rooted in 
Jewish Mystical Teachings. With Julie Emden of Jewish 
LearningWorks.  Co-sponsored by Kehilla.  4th Street 
Yoga, 1809C 4th Street, Berkeley, CA 94710. $25 Public 
/$20 members of co-sponsoring organizations. 
Register: tinyurl.com/yoga918.  

Sun., Sept. 18, 4pm. "Drumming As Prayer" class with 
Debbie Fier. Fireside Room. (See p. _ for details.) 

Wed., Sept. 21, 7:50am Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room (Enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview)  Doors open at 7:50 a.m., 

short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30, 
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. 

Wed., Sept. 21, 7pm. "Drumming As Prayer" class with 
Debbie Fier. Fireside Room. (See p. 11 for details.) 

Thurs., Sept. 22, 4-6pm. Kehilla School. Please enter 
through the kitchen door. 

Thurs., Sept. 22, 6:30pm. "700 Benches: 
Experiencing Biblical Hebrew." Taught by Jenna Kemp. 
Back classroom, main floor. (See details on p. 10.)  

Fri., Sept. 23,  6:-9:00 Bar/Bat Mitzvah Shabbat 
Celebration: This evening is for all Bar Bat Mitzvah 
family members and is a required part of the BBM 
Program. Come to the synagogue to welcome in the 
new school year and the New Year with a festive 
Shabbat evening. We will begin with a short table 
service followed by a vegetarian potluck.   Fireside 
Room & Sanctuary. 

Fri., Sept. 23,  6:30pm Tot Shabbat.  For babies and 
children up to 5 years old (or older if they enjoy it) and 
their grown-ups. Led by Jen Miriam Kantor, Alon 
Altman and Jen’s puppet friends. Please bring a 
vegetarian potluck dish.  Social Hall. Childcare will be 
provided upon request. 

Sat., Sept. 24, No Shabbat Morning service – Join us 
tonight for Pre-Holy Days Ingathering. 

Sat., Sept. 24. The Bird of Many Colors: A Pre-Holy 
Days Ingathering: 7:15pm schmooze with 
refreshments in the Social Hall, program begins at 8pm.  
Gather with us one week before Rosh Hashanah, as we 
turn together toward the Days of Awe. This year, rather 
than observing Selichot with a service, all are welcome 
to an evening of community, music, stories, meditation 
and reflection.  Join us in the social hall for a little nosh 
and socializing, followed by a program led by the 
Kehilla spiritual leadership and musical prayer leaders, 
as we focus our awareness and maybe set some 
intention for our experience of the holy days.   If you 
are new to Kehilla, or to Kehilla’s observance of the 
High Holydays, this evening is a lovely way to begin the 
experience.  If you’re accustomed to the Selichot 
services of the last few years, you’ll find a similar 
opportunity in this program for settling into intention 
and reflection. 

Sun., Sept. 25, 8:15am-4pm, ROPES course for Bar/Bat 
Mitzvah Students. Students will carpool together to 
the spectacular Fort Miley for a day of fun, adventure 
and an exploration of team building activities. BBM 
families will receive more information about this in the 
mail. 
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Sun., Sept. 25, 1:15-3:30 pm. Interfaith Environmental 
Activity with the Faith Trio (Kehilla, Islamic Cultural 
Center, Montclair Presbyterian). This interfaith activity 
involves removing non-native plants in Joaquin Miller 
Park. Four more volunteers from Kehilla are still 
needed. To volunteer, call Lea Delson 510-528-6725. 

Sun., Sept. 25, 9am. Joyfully Jewish for 
Kindergarteners. Back classroom, main floor. 

Sun., Sept. 25, 5pm. "Mrs. Reiff and the Counterfeit 
Shop," a staged play reading by Stephanie Anne 
Johnson. Sponsored by Kehilla. A touching portrait of 
the friendship between a Black teenager and a 
Holocaust survivor in the 1960s.(See details, p. 6.) 

Tues., Sept. 27, 6:45pm. (Dinner at 6:15)  Board of 
Trustees Meeting. All are welcome. Fireside  Room. 

Wed., Sept. 28, 7:50am Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room. (Enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview.)  Doors open at 7:50 a.m., 
short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30, 
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. 

Thurs., Sept. 29, 4-6pm. Kehilla School. Please enter 
through the kitchen door. 

Thurs., Sept. 29, 6:30pm. "700 Benches: 
Experiencing Biblical Hebrew." Taught by Jenna Kemp. 
Back classroom, main floor. (See details on p. 10.)  

Fri., Sept. 30.  No Services. 
 

October 2016 
Sat., Oct. 1, 10:30am, Elul Shabbat Service at Kehilla 
with Sharon Grodin and Julie Nesnanksy, a smaller 
service in the Fireside Room, with music and reflection.   
  
Sun., Oct. 2, 6:30pm, Erev Rosh Hashanah services at 
Scottish Rite Center, 1547 Lakeside Drive, Oakland.  For 
both adults and children, start at 6:30pm. Sermon by 
Rabbi Dev.  
 
Mon., Oct. 3. Rosh Hashanah services. SERVICES WILL 
END before 12:45! at Scottish Rite Center, 1547 
Lakeside Drive, Oakland. Our leaders are determined to 
conclude the service  in time for tashlich and lunch at a 
reasonable hour. 
8:30 – 9:15am. Silent Meditation Space - 3rd Floor 
9:30am – 12:40pm. Main Rosh Hashanah Morning 
Service, beginning with Ketzev Kehilla with Kehilla’s 
Spiritual Leaders, Hazzan Shulamit and our Musical 
Prayer Leaders 
10:00 – 11:15am. Family and Youth Service with Rabbi 
Dev Noily, Sandra Razieli, Natalie Boskin, and Musical 

Prayer Leader Beth Dickinson and surprise guests! 
Children, teens and adults welcome. 

10:15 - 11:15am. Rosh Hashanah Toddler Services with 
Jen Miriam and Alon Altman. Geared towards babies, 
tots, and kids up to 5 years olds and their grown ups or 
families. 
12:45-12:55pm, Tashlich at Lake Merritt (across the 
street from services) with Rabbi David. 

 Tues., Oct. 4, 9:30am-12:30pm, Second Day Rosh 
Hashanah Services at Kehilla, 1300 Grand Avenue, 
Piedmont, with Rabbi Chaya Gusfield and Eve Decker. 
Kehilla Sanctuary. Receive the replenishment of 
contemplative song, story, and silence. Rabbi Chaya 
Gusfield and Buddhist teacher and musician Eve Decker 
use the beautiful complement of Jewish and Buddhist 
teachings, music, and spiritual practices to delve deeply 
into the essence of this holy day. A more intimate 
service for the second day. 

Wed., Oct. 5, 7:50am Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room. (Enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview.)  Doors open at 7:50 a.m., 
short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30, 
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. 

Wed., Oct. 5, 6:30pm. Spiritual Life Practices 
Committee meeting. Fireside Room. 

Wed., Oct. 5, 7:30pm. Middle East Peace Committee 
Meeting. Fireside Room. 

Thurs., Oct. 6. No Kehilla School. 

Fri., Oct. 7, 7:30pm. NO Kabbalat Shabbat services. 
Please join us for Shabbat Shuva on Saturday morning, 
Oct 8. Our next Kabbalat Shabbat service with Hazzan 
Shulamit will be on November 4.   

Sat., Oct. 8, 10:30am. Shabbat Shuva Service at 
Kehilla.  Join Howard Hamburger and Julie Nesnansky 
for the special Shabbat service situated within the Ten 
Days of Awe. We take the themes of the High Holydays 
and we explore them in the context of Shabbat in a 
smaller service context. Kiddush sponsored by Beth 
Weinberger in memory of her mother, Frieda 
Weinberger, and by Amy Bat Tzipora in memory of her 
beloved Bubbies, Zaydies, mother and father. 

Mon., Oct. 10, 7pm.  Book Discussion Group.  We will 
discuss Mystics of Mile End by Sigal Samuel. Fireside 
Room. 

Tues., Oct. 11, 6:30pm. Kol Nidre Service (for grown 
ups) at Scottish Rite Center, 1547 Lakeside Drive, 
Oakland. Judaism’s most cherished prayer sung once a 
year, Kol Nidre, kicks off a day of collective 
introspection. Sermon by Rabbi David. 
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 Tues., Oct. 11, 6:30pm. Family Kol Nidre Service (for 
children and family) at Kehilla, 1300 Grand Avenue, 
Piedmont Led by Rabbi Dev Noily & Lior Ben-Hur.  
Geared toward children ages 6-12.  Children of all ages 
and adults welcome. 

Tues., Oct. 11, 6:30pm, Toddler Kol Nidre Service (for 
babies and tots) at Kehilla, 1300 Grand Avenue, 
Piedmont Led by Jen Miriam and Alon Altman.  A 
musical, spiritual journey geared toward kids up to 5 
years old and their grown ups.  

Wed., Oct. 12. Yom Kippur Morning Services 
at Scottish Rite Center, 1547 Lakeside Drive, Oakland 
8:30am- 9:15am, Silent Meditation Space 
9:30am,  Main Yom Kippur Morning Service 
10:00am- 11:00am, Youth Services  (6th - 8th grades) 

 Wed., Oct. 12. Yom Kippur Afternoon/Evening 
Services & Activities at Kehilla, 1300 Grand Avenue, 
Piedmont 
2:00- 4:30pm Drop off potluck offerings at Kehilla (or 
bring them at 7:45pm) 
2:30-3:30 pm Workshops 
4:30 pm Yizkor (Remembrance of those who died) 
5:15 pm Rabbi Burt sermon, Healing Service & 
Dukhanen (Priestly blessings) 
6:30 pm Ne’ila (Closing the Gates) 
8:00pm-9:30pm Community Pot Luck Break-Fast at 
Kehilla. Please bring a vegetarian main dish to share. 
Food can be dropped off at Kehilla between 2:00 & 
4:30 p.m., or at 7:45 p.m. 

Thurs., Oct. 13. No Kehilla School. 

Fri., Oct. 14, 6:30pm, Friday Night Peace Walk with 
OCO. Usually Rabbi David is on these walks but may be 
out of town this weekend. But Kehilla people have 
been coming, so it would be great to continue to have 
our shul’s participation in David’s absence. This is an 
easy opportunity to really be part of the movement for 
peace in our own community led by Oakland 
Community Organizations’ Ceasefire campaign. The 
campaign is many-sided including the training and 
mobilization of neighborhood peace interveners, the 
retraining of police, and a weekly peace walk with local 
congregations to support a “culture of peace and 
healing” in neighborhoods at risk. The neighbors there 
support these walks and it has always been peaceful 
and friendly. It’s a nice way to meet people from across 
the spectrum of Oakland communities who support 
Ceasefire efforts. Meet inside First Mt. Sinai Church, 
1970 86th Ave. For info, call 510-606-5064.   

Sat. Oct. 15, 10:30am. Shabbat Service with Sharon 
Grodin and Beth Dickinson. As we read the poem that 
comprises parashat Haazinu (Deuteronomy 32), we can 

see the influence of the theology of the prophets on 
this chapter. Of course, the prophets were centuries 
after Moses, so this is a much later insert into the 
Torah with a very different way of seeing God. What 
was this theology and how does it connect to later 
Jewish spirituality and to our social activism today? We 
will especially look at Deuteronomy 32:37-40. Kiddush 
to follow. Bring a veggy potluck dish to share. Fireside 
Room. 

Sun., Oct. 16, 11am-1pm. Kehilla Neighborhood 
Brunches. 

Sun., Oct. 16, 5:30pm. Chai Mitzvah Group. Back 
classroom, main floor.   (See details, p. 11.)  

Mon., Oct. 17, 7-9pm. Community Discussion of Ballot 
Propositions and Local Measures.  Sponsored by the 
Economic Justice Committee, the Greening Committee 
and Anti-Death Penalty Action Group. Social Hall. (See 
article, p. 17.) 

Mon., Oct. 17, 6:30pm. "Elements of Magical Judaism" 
class. Taught by Jude Elfe & Jonathan Furst. Sanctuary.  
(See p. 12 for details.) 

Wed., Oct. 19, 7:50am Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room. (Enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview.)  Doors open at 7:50 a.m., 
short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30, 
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. 

Wed., Oct. 19, 7pm. Economic Justice Committee 
Meeting. Social Hall. 

Thurs., Oct. 20, 4-6pm. Kehilla School. Please enter 
through the kitchen door. 

Fri., Oct. 21, 6:30pm, Sukkot Shabbat Friday Evening 
Potluck in the Sukkah. Bring the whole family and join 
us for a Sukkot dinner in the Sukkah (and/or Social 
Hall). This is not a ritual-heavy event – our major 
purpose is to celebrate and be happy, which is the very 
purpose the Torah describes for the holiday. We’ll do a 
few blessings, then a potluck dinner, conversation, 
perhaps a chance for kids to make sukkah decorations, 
and then, as you choose to, do the ritual of blessing the 
lulav palm frond and shaking in blessing to all the 
world’s directions with Rabbi David. At Kehilla 
Remember: Bring a veggy potluck dish to share and be 
joyous. 

Sat., Oct. 22, 10:30am. Sukkot Shabbat with Special 
Procession.  Appropriate for everyone in the family. 
Join Rabbi David & Julie Nesnansky as we celebrate 
Sukkot with a joyous musical service and processions 
(“hakafot”) with lulav followed by Kiddush in the 
sukkah. Bring veggie finger food to share. 



 28 

Mon. Oct. 24. Simchat Torah Celebration at Chochmat 
HaLev  2215 Prince St., Berkeley at Fulton. 
Join with all the Bay Area Renewal communities for a 
night of sacred and ecstastic dancing to live music and 
special Torah chanting to celebrate the conclusion of 
our High Holy Day journey.    
6:00pm  Special Kids Celebration with Jen Miriam and 
Alon Altman, dance and sing around the Torah with  
puppets, music and friends 
6:30pm Vegetarian potluck dinner 
7:00 pm Maariv, Dancing and Torah service with the 
Shirat HaLev Musicians 
9:30 pm- Kiddush and refreshments 
Donation:  Members of participating organizations: 
$15-10   General Public $20-15   Children: $5 

Tues., Oct. 25, 6:45pm. (Dinner at 6:15)  Board of 
Trustees Meeting. All are welcome. Fireside  Room. 

Wed., Oct. 26, 7:50am Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room. (Enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview.)  Doors open at 7:50 a.m., 
short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30, 
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. 

Wed., Oct. 26, 7pm. A Class in the Poetic Word. Taught 
by Lenore Weiss. Fireside Room. (See p. 12 for details.) 

Thurs., Oct. 27, 4-6pm.  Kehilla School. Please enter 
through the kitchen door. 

Thurs., Oct. 27, 6:30pm. "700 Benches: 
Experiencing Biblical Hebrew." Taught by Jenna Kemp. 
(See details on p. 10)  

Fri., Oct. 28, 6:30pm, Tot Shabbat. For children up to 5 
years old (or older if they enjoy it) and their grown-ups. 
Led by Jen Miriam Kantor, Alon Altman and Jen’s 
puppet friends. Please bring a vegetarian potluck dish. 
In the Social Hall. 

Sat., Oct 29, 10:30am.  Shabbat Service and Torah 
Study with Rabbi David and Beth Dickinson. Here we go 
again! We are starting the Torah anew from the first 
parasha of the Torah. We will be looking at the mythic 
Garden of Eden story and how it has been 
reinterpreted in traditional and modern midrash (such 
as by Lilith Magazine and John Steinbeck). During the 
service, rather than chanting the Torah we will study 

and discuss Chapter 3 of Genesis. Followed by Kiddush. 
Bring veggie finger food to share. 

Sat., Oct.29, 9am. 30th annual Harmony Walk/Run to 
End Homelessness in Richmond, hosted by the Greater 
Richmond Interfaith Program (GRIP). Check-in 9:30am. 
Walk begins 10:30am.The web address with a link to 
our team page & further details will be provided in the 
Kehilla weekly e-mails. You can walk or run for as 
much, or as little, a distance as you want.  And, there 
will be a festival in the park after the walk. (See 
announcement, p. 14.) 

Sun., Oct. 30, 2:30-5:00, (1) Nuts and Bolts Workshop 
for Parents & (2) Interactive Discussion with Shalom 
Bayit for Bar/Bat Mitzvah Students 
(1) is required for parents, (2) is highly recommended 
for Students 
   Parents who have previously gone through the 
program will be coming to and share their nuts and 
bolts experiences about planning for the whole year, 
including sharing details about how to keep things 
organized, as well as kiddush and party planning. 
Simultaneously, Zephira Derblich-Milea from Shalom 
Bayit will be presenting her award-winning workshop, 
“Love Shouldn’t Hurt.” www.shalom-bayit.org/teen 
In this workshop, students will have the opportunity to 
learn and discuss about how to build and maintain 
healthy relationships.    
For questions or to request childcare for BBM related 
activities, contact sandra@kehillasynagogue.org.  

Mon., Oct. 31, 6:30-9:30pm. "Elements of Magical 
Judaism" class. Taught by Jude Elfe & Jonathan Furst. 
Sanctuary.  (See p. 12 for details.) 

Sat., Nov. 5, 6:45pm. Annual Harvest Dinner of the 
Faith Trio (Kehilla, Islamic Cultural Center, Montclair 
Presbyterian). Come early at 6:15 if you would like to 
be present at the Muslim evening prayer. Followed by 
multi-faith blessings before dinner. Designated potluck: 
Kehilla members bring veggy salads (fish okay). 
Muslims, Jews and Christians eating together and an 
opportunity to discuss the subject of the evening: 
Solidarity: A Spiritual Necessity. At the Islamic Cultural 
Center, 1433 Madison Street, Oakland. 
 

 
  

http://www.shalom-bayit.org/teen
mailto:sandra@kehillasynagogue.org.
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Kehilla Community Synagogue 
Please use the following number for all staff:  (510) 547-2424 

Co-Rabbi, David J. Cooper 
Rabbidavid@kehillasynagogue.org 

Co-Rabbi, Dev Noily  
RabbiDev@kehillasynagogue.org 

Executive Director,  Michael Saxe-Taller 
Michael@kehillasynagogue.org 

Managing Director, Beth Bittle 
Beth@kehillasynagogue.org 

Hazzan Shulamit Wise Fairman 
Shulamit@kehillasynagogue.org 

Bar/Bat Mitvzah Program Director, Sandra Razieli 
Sandra@kehillasynagogue.org 

Founding Rabbi, Burt Jacobson   (510) 283-5704 
RabBurt@earthlink.net 
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Communications Coordinator,  
Sasha Gottfried 
Sasha@kehillasynagogue.org 

Youth Programs Coordinator,  
Natalie Boskin  
Natalie@kehillasynagogue.org 

Bookkeeper, Molly Melamed 
Molly@kehillasynagogue.org 

Events Line: 

Fax: (510) 547-2442 

Chevra Kadisha: 
Jane Hoberman: 510-843-6047 

Committee Against Abuse: 
Steven Falk: 510-339-0517 

Spiritual Life Practices Committee Chair:  
Shoshana Finacom 
Spirituallife@kehillasynagogue.org 
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              High Holy Days 5777/2016 
                     Seeking Shelter in the Days of Awe:  
            Immigrants and Refugees, Longing and Home 
                                                    by Rabbi Dev Noily 

     In March of this year a 
group of Kehilla members 
working on immigration 
issues called a meeting to 
connect people in our 
community who are involved 

in all kinds of work and service with immigrants and 
refugees, and the laws and policies affecting them. 
    Here are some of the ways people who came to the 
meeting are engaged: 

 Working with Nueva Esperanza to form 
accompaniment teams who provide direct 
support to newly arrived Central American 
immigrants; 

 Supporting LGBT refugees through the Jewish 
Family and Community Services of the East 
Bay LGBT refugee resettlement program ; 

 Working with Jewish Voice for Peace doing 
neighborhood canvassing focused on 
welcoming refugees and ending Muslim 
profiling; 

 Participating in monthly vigils at the ICE West 
County Detention Facility to support 
immigrant detainees and their families; 

 Exploring Kehilla's potential to be a sanctuary 
synagogue for those who face deportation; 

 Providing legal or counseling services to 
immigrants; 

 Providing direct or financial support for Syrian 
and other refugees in Europe, through the 
Hebrew Immigrant Aid Society (HIAS) and 
other agencies; 

 Working with the East Bay Interfaith 
Immigration Coalition; 

 Providing support to Syrian refugees coming 
to the U.S. 

    I left that meeting inspired and moved by the 
incredible energy among people in the Kehilla 
community.  There are so many ways that so many 
people are supporting immigrants and refugees, 

fighting against deportations and human rights 
abuses, and advocating for policy changes that reflect 
our commitment to welcome people who are fleeing 
war, persecution and social and economic turmoil.   
    One thing that came up at the meeting was the 
need to let more people know about the work that’s 
happening, and to help more people join in.  How 
could we get word out about where contributions are 
needed and how people contribute—whether 
someone has an occasional few hours or dollars to 
give, or has housing to share, or can offer an ongoing 
gift of time? 
    When the Spiritual Leadership team (Rabbi David, 
Hazzan Shulamit, Avi Rose, Rabbi Burt, Howard 
Hamburger, Sandra Razieli, Sharon Grodin and myself) 
met to consider our theme for this year’s High Holy 
Days, “immigrants and refugees” emerged as a 
compelling choice.  We saw at least a trio of 
interconnected reasons to dig into this ground:  (1) the 
urgent humanitarian and justice issues underlying the 
unprecedented migration underway, (2) the energy 
already flowing in Kehilla to address the crises, and (3) 
the potential for our coming together for High Holy 
Days to help more people respond to the crises.  
    One more reason to let ourselves be guided by this 
theme is its profoundly rich spiritual terrain.  
Experiences of seeking refuge, migrating, yearning for 
home and offering harbor and kindness to those 
fleeing from danger open up the big questions that all 
of us sometimes face in moments of stillness.  What is 
the sense of disorientation, separateness or apartness 
that we sometimes feel? How do we come to be at 
home in the world and in ourselves? What is our 
longing for connection and at-one-ment—where does 
it come from, and where can it lead us? What are our 
personal and communal histories of migration and 
how do they shape us? How can we move toward 
harmony and balance between our unique individual 
experience and our shared connection to all that is? 

[continued on p. 19]
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Renew Your Membership Now! 
    Kehilla members in good standing will automatically 

receive complimentary admission to High Holy Day 
services when you renew your membership for 2015-16.  

Your admission to High Holy Day services will be your 
name at the door, along with your name tag.  

    To renew your membership, please visit our website at 
www.KehillaSynagogue.org.     

 

Discounts 
On First-Time Membership 

    We are offering a discount on membership dues 
through December 1, 2016. Dues are $200 for Adults 
under 30, and $660 for Adults 30 and over, and will 
include tickets to all High Holy Day services. Conversely, 
any payment made for High Holy Day tickets can be 
applied to the cost of membership. Payment plans can be 
arranged. 

   Visit the website at www.KehillaSynagogue.org and 
click on “JOIN” for more information, or  contact Sasha at 
(510) 547-2424 x100 or Sasha@KehillaSynagogue.org.   

 

 

High Holy Day Tickets  
for the General Public 

Tickets to services  for the general public can be 
ordered on the website at 

http://kehillasynagogue.org/highholydays/  

Tickets will also be available 
 for purchase at the door. 

High Holy Days Schedule 
The Bird of Many Colors:  

A Pre-Holy Days Ingathering 
Saturday, September 24  

Social hour at 7:15, Program at 8pm 

Erev Rosh Hashanah at Scottish Rite Center  
Sunday, October 2, 6:30pm  

Rosh Hashanah at Scottish Rite Center  
Monday, October 3, 9:30am  

Rosh Hashanah Family & Youth Service 
 at Scottish Rite Center 
Monday, October 3, 10am 

Rosh Hashanah Toddler Services 
at Scottish Rite Center 

Monday, October 3, 10:15am 

Second Day Rosh Hashanah at Kehilla  
Tuesday, October 4, 9:30am 

Shabbat Shuvah at Kehilla 
Saturday, October 8, 10:30am 

Kol Nidre at Scottish Rite Center 
 Tuesday, October 11, 6:30pm  

Kol Nidre Family Service at Kehilla  
Tuesday, October 11, 6:30pm 

Kol Nidre Toddler Service at Kehilla  
Tuesday, October 11, 6:30pm 

Yom Kippur Day at Scottish Rite Center  
Wednesday, October 12, 9:30am  

Yom Kippur Youth Service for 6th-8th Graders 
at Scottish Rite Center 

Wednesday, October 12, 10am 

Yom Kippur Afternoon/Evening at Kehilla 
Wednesday, October 12 

2:00-4:30pm: Drop off potluck offerings* 
2:30-3:30pm: Workshops 

 4:30pm: Yizkor (Remembrance) 
5:15pm: Rabbi Burt Teaching, Healing Service & Dukhanen  

6:30pm: Ne’ila (Closing the Gates) 
8pm: Community Potluck Break-fast 

*Please bring a vegetarian main dish to share. Food can be 
dropped off at Kehilla between 2:00 & 4:30pm or at 7:45pm 

 

 

KKeehhiillllaa  HHiigghh  HHoollyy  DDaayyss  
22001166//55777777 

http://www.KehillaSynagogue.org.
http://www.KehillaSynagogue.org
mailto:Sasha@KehillaSynagogue.org.
http://kehillasynagogue.org/highholydays/
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Executively Speaking  
A New Year: Looking Ahead 

                                         by Michael Saxe-Taller, Executive Director 
      

       It is again that time of the Jewish 
cycle when we reflect on the past year    
and imagine the one that is coming.   
     This year, my first full Jewish year at 
Kehilla, was filled with important 

moments and solid growth for us as a congregation. We 
finished the year a stronger, more cohesive community. 
We have increased our membership, solidified our 
finances, updated our technology, prepared for an 
upcoming rabbinic transition and developed even more 
committed congregant leaders (for specifics, see my June 
Kol Kehilla article at http://kehillasynagogue.org/oh-
what-a-year/. I think we can be proud of all that we did 
to strengthen our community and to make constructive 
change in the communities around us. 
     I am jazzed for the year that is coming up. We enter 
the year planted on firm ground,  prepared to face the 
next important set of challenges for us as a community. I 
think these include: 
     Caring for our building – Our physical home is in need 
of some significant repair. In addition, we want our 
building to be more accessible and more welcoming to 
our own community and to those who join us.  
     Completing our Rabbinic transition – Rabbis David and 
Dev will be serving as Co-Rabbis for this year until the  

 
next stage of the transition occurs in July 2017. We will 
have many chances to appreciate Rabbi David for his 
years of work and to prepare for Rabbi Dev’s step into 
the senior rabbinic role. We will also be searching for a 
dynamic new Director of Kehilla School to join our Kehilla 
leadership team.  
     Addressing the issues of a growing community – 
Kehilla grew by 25 member households in the past year 
and we have reason to think that we will continue to 
grow this year as well. We will need to put attention to 
welcoming our new members, as well as to how we 
maintain our intimacy and individual care while we grow. 
     Thinking about our next 5-10 years – As our present 
day situation has become stable, we now have the 
opportunity to image our future as a congregation and to 
strategize and prioritize the steps that will get us there.    
The Kehilla Board and many of our other committees will 
have opportunities to do this kind of thinking. 
     I am excited for the opportunity to engage with you 
this year on these issues and on the many other aspects 
of Kehilla life.  
     May we all have a sweet year of working, building, 
growing and celebrating together as a community. 
L’Shana Tova

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

It's Membership Renewal Time! 

    It is time again for you to renew your annual Kehilla dues pledge. 

     We are excited to have a new membership renewal and registration process, a result of another one of our 
year’s major accomplishments - a new, upgraded database. We now have one form that is used for membership 
renewals, new memberships and religious school registrations. The form will combine all fees and allow you to 
set up a payment plan. We will also be able to automatically update your contact information into the database.  

     We strongly encourage everyone to renew their membership electronically. If you need a paper registration 
form, please contact Sasha Gottfried at 510-547-2424 x100 or Sasha@kehillasynagogue.org  

     You have recently received a letter and a couple of emails outlining the renewal/registration process. You can 
access the renewal/registration form by going to the to the Kehilla website or to the link in the renewal emails.  

     We deeply appreciate your membership in this community and look forward to another year together! 

  

http://kehillasynagogue.org/oh-
mailto:Sasha@kehillasynagogue.org
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Chai Elul Shabbat & 
New Member Welcome 

Saturday, September 10, 10am 

      Join our “Bima Team” for a spirited, musical service as 
we immerse in the month of Elul and prepare for the High 
Holy Days. Our newest members will receive a special 
honor during the Torah service, and we’ll kick off the 
morning with Ketzev Kehilla, our prayerful percussion 
orchestra. Come one, come all! Children most welcome! 
Vegetarian potluck luncheon to follow. Please bring a 
vegetarian dish to share.  Kiddush also sponsored by Ruth 
Goldstone & James Eder in honor of Ruth's mother Merle 
S. Goldstone's yartzheit. 

 

Solar Lights for Gaza Fundraiser & 
 Pre-Shabbat Potluck 

Friday, September 16, 5:30pm 
     This is a special pre-Shabbat Service gathering and 
potluck meal organized by Kehilla’s Greening Committee 
and Middle East Peace Committee. The purpose is to raise 
tzedakah for Rebuilding Alliance’s project to provide solar 
lights for the residents of Gaza where electricity is often 
available for only four or five hours in a day. This is 
especially needed by children who would otherwise study 
at night by hazardous candle or kerosene light. Guest 
speaker: Donna Baranski-Walker, founder of Rebuilding 
Alliance. We will have a Potluck Dinner in the Social Hall 
starting at 6:00.  Please bring a vegetarian or fish dish to 
share.  Followed by Kabbalat Shabbat Service at 7:30. (See 
article, p. 8.) 

 

Elul Shabbat Service with  
the Chevra Kadisha 

Saturday, September 17, 10:30am 

     Led by Rabbi David, Hazzan Shulamit, and Julie 
Nesnansky. Celebrating the completion of our “Sh’mira 
Readings Project.” Sh’mira is the ritual of staying with the 
body of the deceased in the period preceding the funeral 
during which the shomer (“guardian”) traditionally reads 
from the book of psalms. For our members, when they do 
Sh’mira, Kehilla’s Chevra Kadisha has assembled readings 
from innovative and interpretive translations of the psalms, 
some of which we will read at this service. We will have a 
short Torah reading that morning with one aliyah. 
Deuteronomy 22:6-12. If you want to chant this, email 
Rabbi David.  In the Fireside Room. Kiddush sponsored by 
the Chevra Kadisha. 

A Community Forum on the  
Movement for Black Lives Platform 

Study & Conversation 
Sunday September 18, 3:30 – 7:00pm 

     Join us as we come together to study the 
platform as a community and to listen deeply to 
what the Movement’s leaders are saying. Rabbi 
David, Rabbi Dev, Hazzan Shulamit, and Rabbi Burt 
have endorsed the Movement for Black Lives 
Platform as individuals.  We invite you to read the 
entire platform, either ahead of time or at the 
Forum.   
    Our intention is to create a community forum 
that centers the Platform’s demands for racial and 
economic justice, while making space for the 
complex emotional responses that may arise for us 
in relationship to Jewish identity, racial identity and 
all the aspects of ourselves that make each of us 
who we are. 
    ( See article on p. 9 for details.)  

Kehilla High Holy Days Art Reception 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Saturday, September 17, 3:30-6:30pm 

     Kehilla is honored to present a group show 
reflecting this year’s High Holy Days theme of 
Immigrants. Refugees. Longing. Home. For the first 
time, Kehilla will be using art to deepen our 
individual and collective connection to the High Holy 
Days. 
     Over 20 Kehilla members have contributed more 
than 30 pieces, including sketches, paintings, mixed 
media, ceramics, photos, and narrative. The work is 
both beautiful and powerful. We invite you to join us 
at the artists’ reception.  Thanks to the talent and 
generosity of our congregation, art will be displayed 
not only in the Fireside Room but throughout the 
synagogue. Light refreshments will be served. We 
look forward to seeing you there! 
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A Gym for Writers 
     Have you always wanted to explore writing and 
other writers, but need a supportive environment 
to get the ink going? Here's an open invitation for 
all those who'd like to discuss forming a Jewish-
based writing group. 
     The possibilities might include — a place where 
we can generate new writing based on prompts 
and other self-starters, exchange information 
about our favorite Jewish writers and poets, read 
together, or something else.  
      If interested, please contact Lenore Weiss at 
webcontentlw@gmail.com  with "Gym for 
Writers"  in the subject line.   

Yoga for Renewal: 
Rooted in Jewish Mystical Teachings 

with Julie Emden of Jewish LearningWorks 

 

Sunday, September 18, 2:00-4:00pm 

     Integrate, mind, body, heart and spirit. Enhance 
your practices for living in balance and wellness with 
this gentle, grounded Iyengar-based yoga and 
movement practice infused with themes of 
realignment and renewal for the Jewish New Year. 

     Location:  4th Street Yoga, 1809 4th St., Berkeley 
     Cost:  $25.   Register: yogasept20.eventbrite.com 

     Co-sponsored by 4th Street Yoga, Chochmat HaLev, 
Congregation Netivot Shalom, Kehilla Community 

Synagogue, Temple Sinai Oakland. 

     Contact: jemden@jewishlearningworks.org 
About Julie Emden:  Julie directs the Embodied Jewish 
Learning Initiative at Jewish LearningWorks. A graduate of 
five fellowship and certification programs related to her 
work as a Jewish Educator and as a Yoga, Movement and 
Dance Instructor, Julie holds a BA from the University of 
Michigan. She holds teaching certifications in Iyengar-
based yoga from the Yoga Room in Berkeley, in Yoga and 
Jewish Spirituality from Elat Chayyim Center for Jewish 
Spirituality, and in Movement-based Expressive Arts from 
Tamalpa Institute.  

 “We Are the Bridge” Exhibit Reception 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Sunday, September 18, 1- 3 pm 
     This exhibit showcases works by artists of multiple 
faith traditions, and is sponsored by the Faith Trio 
(Kehilla, Islamic Cultural Center, and Montclair 
Presbyterian).  It includes a large selection from the 
May 2015 interfaith exhibition held at the Islamic 
Cultural Center of Northern California. Kehilla artists 
Tamar Raine, Susan Freundlich and Lea Delson are 
represented in this exhibit, along with many other 
wonderful artists.  Free Reception with Music. 

 At Osher Marin JCC  
 200 North San Pedro Rd. San Rafael 

 
Mission Dolores Window by Lea Delson 

 

The Bird of Many Colors: 
A Pre-Holy Days Ingathering 

Saturday, September 24 
Shmooze: 7:15pm  Program: 8pm 

     Gather with us one week before Rosh Hashanah, as 
we turn together toward the Days of Awe. This year, 
rather than observing Selichot with a service, all are 
welcome to an evening of community, music, stories, 
meditation and reflection.  

      Join us in the social hall for a little nosh and 
socializing, followed by a program led by the Kehilla 
spiritual leadership and musical prayer leaders, as we 
focus our awareness and maybe set some intention for 
our experience of the holy days.   If you are new to 
Kehilla, or to Kehilla’s observance of the High Holydays, 
this evening is a lovely way to begin the experience.  If 
you’re accustomed to the Selichot services of the last 
few years, you’ll find a similar opportunity in this 
program for settling into intention and reflection. 

 

mailto:webcontentlw@gmail.com
mailto:jemden@jewishlearningworks.org
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"Mrs. Reiff And The Counterfeit Shop" 
by Stephanie Anne Johnson 

A Staged Play Reading 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Sunday, September 25, 5pm 

     We are delighted to present a staged reading of 
Stephanie Anne Johnson’s newest play. This 
autobiographical portrait begins when teenaged 
Stephanie looks into the window of an art store in 
Englewood, New Jersey. 
      Welcomed by Mrs. Reiff, the owner of the 
Counterfeit Shop, they develop a decades long 
friendship which transcends age, culture, race, and 
religion. There are flashbacks to highlight this 
historical moment on the East Coast when Black 
people and Jewish people shared common cause in 
the quest for social justice. A surprising cultural 
intersection is revealed at the end of the play. 
      Susan Felix, Bruce Bierman, and Stephanie Anne 
Johnson will be the readers. Bruce Bierman will lead 
participants in Jewish dance before an open 
discussion of this play in development.   
     People of all ages are welcome to attend this 
event.  Admission is free. Donations for the actors 
and technician will be gratefully accepted. 

In the Sanctuary 

 

Sukkot Shabbat: 
Friday Evening Potluck in the Sukkah 

 
Friday, October 21, 6:30pm 

    Bring the whole family and join us for a Sukkot 
dinner in the Sukkah (and/or Social Hall). This is not a 
ritual-heavy event – our major purpose is to 
celebrate and be happy which is the very purpose 
the Torah describes for the holiday. We’ll do a few 
blessings, then a potluck dinner, conversation, 
perhaps a chance for kids to make sukkah 
decorations, and then, as you choose to, do the ritual 
of blessing the lulav palm frond and shaking in 
blessing to all the world’s directions with Rabbi 
David.   Remember: Bring a veggie potluck dish to 
share and be joyous! (Fish okay, but no shellfish, 
please.) 

 

Annual Harvest Dinner of the Faith Trio 
“Solidarity: A Spiritual Necessity”  

 

 
Saturday evening, November 5 

 
6:15 Come early if you would like to be present at the 
Muslim evening service 
6:45 Multi-Faith Blessings, Potluck Dinner (see below) 
and Conversation 
 
     The Faith Trio is an alliance of Kehilla Community 
Synagogue, Islamic Cultural Center of Northern 
California, and Montclair Presbyterian Church. Every 
year we hold an autumn gathering. Often we have a 
theme for discussion at the tables. The opening 
question this year: “What is your earliest memory of an 
experience where you met someone from another 
religious background?” Our discussions will focus on 
the spiritual necessity for interfaith solidarity.  
Designated potluck: Kehilla members bring veggy 
salads (fish okay). 

At the Islamic Cultural Center of Northern California 
1433 Madison Street, Oakland near 14th Street 
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Kehilla Neighborhood Brunches Return! 
Sunday, October 16, 11:00am-1:00pm

If you have ever wanted to find out more about the 
Kehilla members in your neighborhood and to make 
connections in your local village - come to a Kehilla 
Neighborhood Brunch!   This year our brunch is on the 
day of the first evening of Sukkot. 

WHERE: We expect to have hosts for Berkeley, 
Richmond, South Oakland and the 
Rockridge/Temescal/Grand Lake/Piedmont area of 
Oakland. WHAT: The hosts will provide juice, coffee 
and tea.   

Guests are asked to bring vegetarian brunch items to 
share. 

Save the Date and look for further announcements in 
the weekly emails or call the office!  We hope to see 
you there!  If you are willing to volunteer your home, 
please email chesed@kehillasynagogue.org.  Your offer 
will be much appreciated. 

Shalom, 
The Chesed Committee 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Erev Simchat Torah Celebration!  
Monday, October 24 

 

 

 

 

at Chochmat HaLev   
2215 Prince St., Berkeley at Fulton. 

Join with all the Bay Area Renewal communities for 
a night of sacred and ecstastic dancing to live 
music and special Torah chanting to celebrate the 
conclusion of our High Holy Day journey.    

6:00pm  Special Kids Celebration with Jen Miriam 
and Alon Altman, dance and sing around the Torah 
with  puppets, music and friends 

6:30pm Vegetarian potluck dinner 

7:00 pm Maariv, Dancing and Torah service with 
the Shirat HaLev Musicians 

9:30 pm- Kiddush and refreshments 

Donation:  Members of participating organizations: 
$15-10   General Public $20-15   Children: $5 

Save the Date! 

The Buddha & The Ba’al Shem Tov 
With Zoketsu Norman Fischer, Rabbi Burt Jacobson &  

Rabbi Dev Noily  
Come celebrate Rabbi Burt's 80th Birthday! 

Saturday Evening, November 19, 7:30pm 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

   Our own visionary teacher Rabbi Burt and noted poet, 
meditation teacher and Zen Buddhist priest, Norman 
Fischer will be in dialogue, moderated by Rabbi Dev. They 
will explore parallels in the teaching and lives of the 
Buddha and the Ba’al Shem Tov, two enlightened teachers 
who saw the Divine everywhere, and taught the spiritual 
values of mystery, compassion, love and joy. 

   Come and celebrate Rabbi Burt’s 80th birthday and 50th 
year in the rabbinate! The dialogue will be followed by 
delectable desserts and drinks in the Social Hall. 

   PLEASE NOTE – We will be celebrating Rabbi Burt’s 80th 
throughout Shabbat on November 18 & 19.  We will have 
Kabbalat Shabbat services and oneg on Friday night, and 
special Shabbat morning services and lunch on Saturday. 

Sanctuary 
 

 

 

 

mailto:chesed@kehillasynagogue.org.
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Book Discussion Group 
All Kehilla members are welcome to join us for our customary meetings on the second Monday of the month at 7pm in 
the Fireside Room. These books are from the San Francisco Jewiish Community Library and there might be copies to 
borrow. 

Monday, September 12, 7pm 
The Fixer by Bernard Malamud 

     The Fixer (1966) is Bernard Malamud's best-known 
and most acclaimed novel -- one that makes manifest his 
roots in Russian fiction, especially that of Isaac Babel.  
Set in Kiev in 1911 during a period of heightened anti-
Semitism, the novel tells the story of Yakov Bok, a Jewish 
handyman blamed for the brutal murder of a young 
Russian boy. Bok leaves his village to try his luck in Kiev, 
and after denying his Jewish identity, finds himself 
working for a member of the anti-Semitic Black 
Hundreds Society. When the boy is found nearly drained 
of blood in a cave, the Black Hundreds accuse the Jews of 
ritual murder. Arrested and imprisoned, Bok refuses to 
confess to a crime that he did not commit. 
 

 

Monday, October 10, 7pm 
Mystics of Mile End by Sigal Samuel 

     Sigal Samuel’s debut novel, in the vein of Nicole 
Krauss’s bestselling The History of Love, is an imaginative 
story that delves into the heart of Jewish mysticism, 
faith, and family. In the half-Hasidic, half-hipster 
Montreal neighborhood of Mile End, eleven-year-old Lev 
Meyer is discovering that there may be a place for 
Judaism in his life. As he learns about science in his day 
school, Lev begins his own extracurricular study of the 
Bible’s Tree of Knowledge with neighbor Mr. Katz, who is 
building his own Tree out of trash. Meanwhile his sister 
Samara is secretly studying for her Bat Mitzvah with 
next-door neighbor and Holocaust survivor, Mr. 
Glassman. All the while his father, David, a professor of 
Jewish mysticism, is a non-believer. 

 
Solar Lights for Gaza Fundraiser & 

 Pre-Shabbat Potluck 
Please join Kehilla’s Greening and Middle East Peace Committees for a potluck dinner on  

September 16 at 5:30pm and fundraiser to support the children of Gaza. 

         Gaza is still recovering from fifty-one days of 
bombing in 2014. Electricity, water, and sewage systems 
are all still very fragile, and more than 17,000 people are 
still in temporary housing. Families there are affected 
daily by rolling black-outs. Far too often electricity is 
only available for 4 hours per day. Children must do 
their homework by dangerous kerosene lamps or 
candlelight. For the last year, the Rebuilding Alliance, a 
local non-profit organization, has been fundraising and 
shpping solar powered lights to Non-Governmental 
Organizations in Gaza. Our goal is to help raise funds to 
help them send the next pallet of 1,920 solar-powered 
lights to Gaza's children. 
     Our speaker for the evening will be Donna Baranski-
Walker, founder and Executive Director of Rebuilding 
Alliance, who was in Gaza in April to distribute the first 
pallet of solar lights. Rebuilding Alliance is working with 
Palestinian Non-Governmental Organizations in Gaza to 
distribute the solar lights to children and families in 
need. Donna will explain how Rebuilding Alliance is able 
to send the solar-powered lights through the blockade 
following pre-clearance by both Palestinian and Israeli 
Customs. She also will tell us about their NGO partners 
and some of the families she visited in Gaza. This will be 

a rare opportunity to hear directly from someone who 
has spent time in Gaza supporting children and families.  
     Rebuilding Alliance has already delivered three pallets 
of solar lights so children in Gaza can safely study and 
spend time with their families. There are 700,000 
children in Gaza.  Please join us on Sept. 16th to help 
Rebuilding Alliance send more Luci Lights to Gaza's 
children. 
     We will have a Potluck Dinner in the Social Hall 
starting at 5:30. Please bring a vegetarian or fish dish to 
share.  
     And please join us after dinner and the presentation 
for a spirited, musical Kabbalat Shabbat service to sing, 
meditate, dance, and rest in the joy and peace of 
Shabbat. Led by Hazzan Shulamit and Julie Nesnansky. 
     We hope you can join us on September 16 to hear first 
hand from our guest about her experience personally 
delivering solar lights to Gaza. But if you can’t make it, 
please make a donation to this great project!  
     You can donate at this link: 
https://commitchange.com/ca/burlingame-
94010/rebuilding-alliance/events/kehilla-for-gazas-
children 

https://commitchange.com/ca/burlingame-
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You’re Invited: 
A Community Forum on the Movement for Black Lives Platform: 

Study & Conversation 

Sunday September 18, 3:30 – 7:00pm 
by Rabbi Dev Noily 

     In early August the Movement for Black Lives 
Platform was published.  Organizers described their 
project this way: 

In response to the sustained and increasingly visible 
violence against Black communities in the U.S. and 
globally, a collective of more than 50 organizations 
representing thousands of Black people from across 
the country have come together with renewed 
energy and purpose to articulate a common vision 
and agenda. 
Our resistance and rebellion are not new, but like 
other times in history have come to a critical mass, 
and the bravery of those in Ferguson and across 
the country captured the attention of the world. A 
year ago, over 2,000 of us gathered in Cleveland to 
reflect on the state of our movement for liberation 
and celebrate our people, both those who have 
fallen and those who have survived. It was there 
that we began the process of uniting to articulate a 
shared vision of the world we want to live in. 

     The Platform articulates that sweeping and radical 
vision for racial and economic justice. It addresses 
reparations, education, healthcare, housing, policing, 
militarization (domestic and foreign), incarceration, 
criminalization, community control, and other aspects 
of U.S. society and policy that impact Black lives. 
     We’re excited to come together to study the 
platform as a community and to listen deeply to what 
the Movement’s leaders are saying. Rabbi David, 
Hazzan Shulamit, Rabbi Burt and I have endorsed the 
Movement for Black Lives Platform as individuals.  As I 
read the Platform I felt the tectonic plates of racial 
injustice in our country begin to shift.  In the profound 
language of the background pieces I could hear more 
of the stories of Black lives, deepening my awareness 
of the differences between my experience as White 
person and the experiences of so many Black people I 

live alongside.   I heard the Platform as a call to listen 
to Black voices, as a call to compassion, and as a call to 
join more fully in the M4BL struggle to root out the 
injustice that continues to rot the core of our country.  
This feels like an extraordinary historic moment to me, 
and I feel humbled and grateful for the Movement for 
Black Lives as path to justice for all of us. 
     We’d like Kehilla to consider endorsing the Platform 
as an organization as well. This Forum will be our first 
communal conversation about the Platform, and will 
help us to discern the next steps in this process.   
     The primary focus of our learning and 
conversations will be the current and historic 
experiences of Black people in the U.S., and the ways 
that White supremacy has operated, and continues to 
operate in our society and in our souls. 
     We invite you to read the entire platform, either 
ahead of time or at the September 18 Community 
Forum.  The first part of the afternoon will be devoted 
to studying the Platform.  You will find links to a 
summary of the Platform, and to the deeper analysis 
of each of its six parts on our website at this link: 
http://kehillasynagogue.org/event/a-community-
forum-on-the-movement-for-black-lives-platform-
study-conversation/  
     After doing text study with the Platform we’ll have 
a break and a nosh/snack.  The second half of the 
afternoon will be a compassionate listening-style 
session, where people gather in facilitated small 
groups to share their responses, reactions to and 
questions about the platform.  We will have at least 
one small group for People of Color.  We’ll end with 
everyone coming together to share highlights from the 
small group conversations.  You may come for the 
whole time, or just the first half, or just the second 
half.   [continued on p. 13.]

 

http://kehillasynagogue.org/event/a-community-


 10 

New Adult Education Classes Fall 2016 

To Register for Classes: You can register and pay online at www.KehillaSynagogue.org (click on the 
"LEARN" link and then click on Adult Education), or send check payable to Kehilla to Kehilla, 

 1300 Grand Ave., Piedmont, CA 94610.  

 
 
“700 Benches: Experiencing Biblical Hebrew” 
Class 
Begins September 8, 6:30pm 
Taught by Jenna Kemp 
Have you ever wanted to read and understand Torah 
Hebrew? As a first phase in the launch of Kehilla’s new 
“700 Benches” beit-midrash program,  Kehilla is 
offering  a class designed to be an immersive 
experience in the language and structure of biblical 
Hebrew. What do we mean by “immersive?" Think of 
once a week jumping into the deep end of the pool—
with water wings as needed, swim buddies, and a 
lifeguard. 
This class is a multi-level beit-midrash in which 
students will learn the grammar that will allow them 
to begin reading biblical Hebrew without an English 
translation. Working primarily in chevrutah (pairs, 
small groups), we will learn grammar together, while 
simultaneously reading biblical narrative in Hebrew. 
People at all levels of Hebrew abilities are encouraged 
to join. Students will be expected to do some 
homework and memorization, but the emphasis is on 
concepts and resources that will allow you to begin to 
“swim” on your own! 
If you are interested in the class, but need some work 
on your aleph-bet, you will find resources to help get 
you up to speed on our website at this link: 
http://kehillasynagogue.org/online-hebrewbiblical-
text-resources/ 
Prerequisite: Aleph-bet and Vowels 
Dates:  Thursdays, Sept. 8- Sept. 29, Oct. 27, Nov. 3 (A 
six-session series) 
Time: 6:30-8:30pm 
Cost: $150 Kehilla members, $180 General Public.  No 
one turned away for lack of ability to pay the full 
amount. If you are unable to pay the full amount, 
please contact sjgrodin@comcast.net. 
Questions? Contact Jenna Stover-Kemp at 
jennakemp25@gmail.com or Sharon Grodin at 
sjgrodin@comcast.net. No one is turned away for lack 
of funds; please discuss this with us. 

 
 

 
 
Conversion Group  
Begins September 12, 7:30pm 
Led by Rabbi Dev Noily and Sharon Grodin 

 Kehilla’s conversion group is the communal portion of 
a process of individual inquiry that each participant 
anticipates will lead to adopting Judaism.  Kehilla’s 
spiritual leaders Rabbi Dev and Sharon Grodin are 
available to guide participants in their reading, 
selection of classes, and experiences that inform their 
education toward discernment about this decision. 
 The group is not an “introduction to Judaism” class, 
but rather a forum where participants reflect on and 
share insights about the studies and experiences each 
is undertaking within Kehilla and elsewhere.  The 
group meets once a month for 1-1/2 hours, which 
typically includes some learning together and 
responding to each others’ questions. Because this 
group is intended to support conversion in the 
context of Kehilla community, after the first two 
sessions, participants are expected to decide whether 
Kehilla is a good fit for them; if so, participants will be 
come members, and if not, participants will be 
supported in finding an alternative for their 
conversion studies. 
If you are interested in this group, please contact 
Sharon Grodin at sjgrodin@comcast.net.  
Dates:  Mondays, Sept. 12, Nov. 14, Dec. 12  
Cost: No charge (but see above about membership).  
Led by Rabbi Dev and Sharon Grodin. 
Location: Sanctuary/Buber Room 

 

http://www.KehillaSynagogue.org
http://kehillasynagogue.org/online-hebrewbiblical-
mailto:sjgrodin@comcast.net.
mailto:jennakemp25@gmail.com
mailto:sjgrodin@comcast.net.
mailto:sjgrodin@comcast.net.
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Adult Education (continued) 
 
"Drumming As Prayer" Class 
A Two-Class Series: September 18 & September 21 
Taught by Debbie Fier, Kehilla Musical Prayer Leader & 
“Heartbeat of the Service"  
     Drumming is an active form of meditation. It 
provides a wonderful way to be present, express 
yourself and learn how to drum with a group in sacred 
community space. At Kehilla, we are creating an 
intergenerational drum group, called Ketzev Kehilla, 
(the Beats of Kehilla), and we have been learning 
some of the rhythms for the Kehilla melodies and also 
drumming at our Chai Shabbat services. 
     This is a two-class series. It can be taken as a series 
or as individual classes. (However, if you want to 
drum at High Holy Days services, you must come to 
both classes.) 
       Those who wish to will have the opportunity to 
drum for our High Holy Days services at the Scottish 
Rite Center in Oakland. Participants who want to join 
us in drumming need to commit to coming to both 
classes of the series (exceptions may be made IF you 
have taken previous ‘Drumming as Prayer’ classes with 
Debbie. In those cases you must come to at least 1 
class). If you have taken this class before, and enjoy 
drumming in our Kehilla circle, please come to the 
class!  We will always learn new rhythms, practice new 
exercises and continue building on what we have 
previously done. 
     All ages and all levels welcome!  Please bring a 
drum if you have one.  If you need a drum for the 
class, please email Sasha@kehillasynagogue.org and 
we will do our best to provide one. Hand percussion 
(shakers, claves, etc.) will be provided. 
     Dates: Sunday, Sept 18 - 4-5:30 and Wednesday,  
Sept 21, 7-8:30 in the Fireside Room.  
    Cost:  2-class series: $36 members/ $46 non-
members; Individual class: $20 members/ $25 non-
members 
    Location: Fireside Room 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Chai Mitzvah Group Forming: “A Jewish Year” 
Begins Sunday, October 16, 5:30pm 

In response to many requests for a more structured, 
group-based program for exploring Judaism, Kehilla is 
offering a Chai Mitzvah group beginning in October.  
What is “Chai Mitzvah,” you ask?  It’s a curriculum and 
structure created by a Jewish-multidenominational 
(including Renewal) group of rabbis and educators, 
designed to support group study and a period of 
committed personal exploration.  No prior experience 
with Judaism or Hebrew is required.  Here’s what the 
creators have to say about it: 

“Chai Mitzvah is a unique adult engagement program 
that encourages an integrated, experiential approach 
to Jewish life through five simple components. Each 
participant:  

1. Attends monthly group learning with a set 
curriculum provided by Chai Mitzvah.  

2. Chooses an independent study topic for the year.  

3. Chooses a ritual/spiritual practice to take on for the 
year.  

4. Chooses a social action activity to commit to for the 
year.  

5. Celebrates the journey!”  

In our case, we’ve chosen “A Jewish Year” as an 
overarching theme. Participants will investigate and 
experience the Jewish calendar as it occurs, separately 
or together, as interests dictate.  Our mitzvah group 
will meet on third Sundays starting in October, with 
minimal costs set to cover our fee from Chai Mitzvah 
for the materials (the more participants, the lower the 
cost, but we are setting the initial registration fee 
$18/person for the 9-month period).  The group may 
decide to engage speakers or project leaders on 
particular topics and share the cost of that additional 
enrichment.  For more information about the 
program, see www.chaimitzvah.org.  For questions 
about our group, contact sjgrodin@comcastnet. 

Dates: Monthly for 9 months, beginning Sunday,  
Oct. 16, 5:30-7pm 

Cost: $18/person 

Location: Back classsroom, main floor 

mailto:Sasha@kehillasynagogue.org
http://www.chaimitzvah.org.
mailto:sjgrodin@comcastnet.
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Adult Education (continued) 
 

Elements of Magical Judaism 
Begins Monday, October 16, 6:00pm 
with Reclaiming* Teachers  
Jude Elf & Maggid Jonathan Furst 
Join us for a six-week exploration of Earth-based 
Judaism through the elements of Earth, Air, Fire, 
Water and Spirit. Develop personal practices and 
improvisational ritual co-creation skills, blending 
modern G!ddess-oriented magic with traditional 
Jewish and ancient Hebraic spirituality.  
Dates: Mondays, October 17 - November 21, 6pm  
Cost: $240-$90 sliding scale 
Location: Sanctuary 
For More Info: contact jfurst@pobox.com or  
415-516-4904 
*Learn more about Reclaiming here: 
http://www.reclaiming.org/  
Co-sponsored by the Jewitch Collective and Derech 
Ha'Aretz Outdoor Yeshiva 
 
I Never Knew Hebrew Could Be So Much Fun 
Class 
Begins Sunday, October 23, 10:30am 
Taught by Bracha Stone 
Once again Bracha is offering her fabulous course in 
beginning Hebrew. Absolutely no previous Hebrew 
experience is required or expected. Come and find out 
why you don’t have to know very much at all in order 
to have Hebrew take on a very special place in your 
life. Bracha loves to teach this class since adults tend 
to be very compliant students and they ask such 
serious questions. Form a community of like-minded 
adults, play games, sing songs and learn, learn, learn.  
Repeaters welcomed!! 

Dates:  Sunday, Oct. 23, 30, Nov. 6, 10:30am-11:45am 
Cost:  $54 members, $66 nonmembers 
Location: Given at the time of registration. 
Call Bracha for questions or concerns. 510-703-2220. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Personalizing Our Experience With Jewish 
Liturgy 
First meeting: Sunday, October 23, 6:30pm 
A new group convened by Bracha Stone 
Designed for those who want to explore an expanded 
and creative relationship to Jewish liturgy. While there 
is no expectation of a belief in "God," this group is 
designed for those who desire to personally connect 
to "something-bigger-than-us" and/or "the-wisdom-
deep-within-us." We will witness and be witnessed as 
we explore our attraction and creative responses to 
traditional Jewish prayer practice. We will meet 
together once a month for 5 months. We will also 
participate in a weekly email conversation concerning 
our intentions, and the challenges and blessings we 
experience as we enact our them. 
Dates:  First meeting is Sunday, Oct. 23, 6:30-8:30. 
There will be a meeting at the same time in the 
evening in November, December, January and 
February. Specific dates for each month will be 
determined by October 1st.  
Cost:  $120 members, $150 nonmembers 
Location: Given at the time of registration.  
Call Bracha for questions or concerns. 510-703-2220.  

A Class in the Poetic Word 
Begins Wednesday, October 26, 7pm 
Taught by Lenore Weiss 
Come learn about several outstanding twentieth-
century American Jewish poets, including a number of 
contemporary writers. The four-session class will 
examine work by poets who express diverse 
connections to the Jewish experience.  For the first 
hour of each session, we will examine and discuss the 
poet’s work. Using writing prompts from the readings, 
during the second hour we will respond to the poetry 
in whatever written form we choose. Open to all. No 
writing experience is required. Special guest visits by 
local poets. All lovers of the word are encouraged to 
participate. Bring a notebook and pen. 
Dates: Wednesday, Oct. 26, Nov.  9,  Nov. 23, Nov. 30, 
7-9pm 
Cost: $88 members, $112 nonmembers 
Location: Fireside Room 
 

mailto:jfurst@pobox.com
http://www.reclaiming.org/
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A Community Forum on the Movement for Black Lives Platform 
[continued] 
     Part of the platform, called Invest/Divest, deals 
with connections between U.S. military spending and 
interventions abroad on the one hand, and the lack of 
funding for domestic social needs and militarization of 
U.S. police on the other hand. This part of the 
platform also addresses U.S. military support for Israel 
and the unjust treatment of Palestinians under 
Occupation, using language that some Jewish people 
and organizations have objected to strongly.   
     Our intention is to create a community forum that 
centers the Platform’s demands for racial and 

economic justice, while making space for the complex 
emotional responses that may arise for us in 
relationship to Jewish identity, racial identity and all 
the aspects of ourselves that make each of us who we 
are.  
     Please be in touch with us if you have questions or 
feedback.  
     RSVP if you can  to Sasha@kehillasynagogue.org.  
 – it will help us a lot as we plan the afternoon. 

 
 

Join the 30th Annual G.R.I.P. Harmony Walk in Richmond 
To End Hunger & Homelessness-to Benefit the Greater Richmond Interfaith Program 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     On October 29, Greater Richmond Interfaith 
Program is hosting its 30th annual Harmony Walk/Run 
to End Homelessness in Richmond. Several Kehilla 
members and members of St. John’s Church joined a 
team last year in memory of David McPhail and Judy 
Abel, GRIP activists who both died in September, 
2015.  
     That team raised over $1,000 in support of the 
Souper Center, a program operated by GRIP, which 
serves meals to homeless and needy residents and 
also runs a family shelter. David and Irene, his wife, 
both Kehilla members, and Betty Young, started a 
group now called David’s Dinner Group which 
prepares a monthly meal for families staying at the 
GRIP shelter. Several Kehilla members, people who 
had been members of an El Cerrito church where 
David had ministered, and members of St John’s 
Presbyterian Church in Berkeley, are in the dinner 
group as well. 
     David did this Walk every year through 2014. 

Kehilla members have another opportunity this year 
to remember and honor David while helping to ease 
homelessness. 
     We encourage everyone’s participation in or pledge 
of money to the team. We will have a team name and 
a team page set-up with the Harmony Walk website 
by mid-September. 
     The web address with a link to our team page & 
further details will be provided in the Kehilla weekly 
e-mails.    
     Check-in on October 29 begins at 9:00 a.m. The Run 
starts at 10:30 a.m. The Walk starts at 10:45 a.m. You 
can walk or run for as much, or as little, a distance as 
you want.  And, there will be a festival in the park 
after the walk.  
     Please consider sending a donation or joining the 
team after the team page is setup. If you have 
questions about the team, feel free to contact Sue 
Goldberg directly at suegoldberg@sbcglobal.net 

 
Pictured: Alex Madonik, Ruthie Levin, Richard Speiglman, Sue Goldberg 

 

mailto:Sasha@kehillasynagogue.org.
mailto:suegoldberg@sbcglobal.net
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An Interview with Spiritual Leader Avi Rose 
by Bill Lazarus

     More refugees are 
fleeing persecution now 
than at any time since the 
end of World War II, says 
Avi Rose, who has spent 
most of his life as a political 
and social activist, and who 
now finds himself turning 
more and more to issues of 
immigration and the flood 
of people seeking safe 
haven. With millions of 
refugees left homeless and 
nationless as the result of 
warfare in Syria and 
elsewhere, Avi sees the 

Jewish response as extending “beyond empathizing. 
“It’s identifying,” he says. “We need to see ourselves 
as coming out of Egypt.” 

     “We were strangers. We know the heart of the 
stranger,” adds Avi, who is executive director of 
Jewish Family and Community Services East Bay . That 
“central narrative” of the Jewish people is a key these 
days to the work of JFCS. About 2,000 of the 8,000 
people it annually serves are refugees and other 
immigrants. While the work of JFCS has historically 
been geared toward helping the Jewish community, it 
is not exclusively so. Avi says, “Tikkun Olam is not 
about bringing healing only to the Jewish people. It’s 
about “olam.” It’s about the world as a whole.” 

     When Avi started work at JFCS in 2005, the agency 
was already involved with helping immigrants from all 
over the world. When the surge of Jewish immigration 
from the Former Soviet Union subsided in the 1990’s, 
JFCS began to serve people from other countries, 
including Afghanistan, Bosnia, Cambodia, Iran, Iraq 
and Syria. Many of these refugees are Muslims. JFCS 
currently helps numerous families from Afghanistan, 
many of whom were subject to persecution after 
assisting Americans in the war against the Taliban. 
JFCS also has devoted itself to helping LGBT refugees 
fleeing particularly harsh oppression because of their 
sexual orientation or gender identities. 

     As a youth, Avi grew up mostly in Phoenix in a 
liberal Jewish family, largely out-of-kilter with the 

mostly right-wing community. His dad hailed from the 
Bronx, and was himself the son of immigrant parents 
who made their way to the United States from 
Lithuania. When Avi was 13, he moved with his family 
to Sacramento, and soon started spending time in the 
Bay Area. It was the late 1960s and “politics, drugs and 
rock and roll — it was all here.” 

     Avi became a political activist in high school, and 
chose to go to college at Brandeis, which was a hotbed 
of leftist politics. While he came out as a gay man in 
college, his activism was focused more on anti-war 
work and economic issues. After college, he worked 
for a period as a union steward. Avi joined other 
progressive Jews in the Boston Committee to 
Challenge Antisemitism and became, in the 1980s, 
involved in New Jewish Agenda, a national 
organization that he co-chaired, and that focused on a 
wide variety of issues, including Mid-East peace, 
feminism, disarmament, LGBT rights, oppression in 
Central America and the sanctuary movement. Avi 
also took up work battling AIDS, and co-edited Twice 
Blessed, a book about gay and lesbian Jews. 

     While Avi was aware of immigration issues, it 
wasn’t then a focus of his work and activism. That 
changed in 2005 when he started at JCFS and found it 
“powerful” to be working to help both Russian Jews 
and Afghan Muslims. “I’m really impressed by the 
resilience of most of the refugees whom we are 
helping.  They are individuals with their own quirks, 
strengths and shortcomings, and most have 
experienced significant trauma. It is a huge 
undertaking to leave your home – everyone and 
everything you know – and start your life over again in 
a new country..” 

     While, culturally, the Bay Area is “really welcoming, 
economically, this is a really hard area to come to,” Avi 
says. As a result, families crowd into small living 
quarters together, and people work two or three jobs 
to get by. 

     At seders, Avi has hosted refugees. “It’s powerful to 
be at a seder with somebody who has recently had to 
‘leave Egypt,’” he says. Avi also asks, “What is more 
Jewish than resettling refugees?” He answers himself 
in a word. “Nothing.”
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A Note on the Israel/Palestine Values Survey 
by Rabbi David J. Cooper 

 
     Last month we send out to every member 
household a survey to determine support for a 
statement of values on Israel/Palestine. One could 
indicate where one stood on a spectrum from very 
much disagreeing to strong agreement (scale of 1 to 
5). 
     As of this writing, 141 responses have been 
received. 
     99 responses are 5’s – strongly agree. (71.7%) 
     26 are 4’s – generally agree (18.8%) 
     7 are 3’s – more or less neutral (5.1%) 
     3 are 2’s – generally disagree (2.2%) 

     3 are 1’s – very much disagree (2.2%) 
     In a few days, I will be reading the many written 
comments on the proposed wording and I plan to 
print some of them in the November Kol Kehilla, with 
the permission of their authors to print with ascription 
or anonymously. 
     The decision to adopt the statement as is (or with 
grammatical changes) will be in the hands of the 
Kehilla Board. Currently the plan is that in October the 
results of the survey and representative comments 
and suggestions will be forwarded to the Board for 
their consideration and action. 

 
Chevra Kadisha Sh'mira Readings Project 

 
    Kehilla’s Chevra Kadisha is pleased to announce the 
completion of our “Sh’mira Readings Project.”  We 
now have two beautiful volumes that can be used by 
the shomrim (“watchers”) –those who sit with the 
body of a community member who has died until the 
time of burial. 
    Traditionally, shomrim read Psalms during the 
sh’mira  (“watching”).  In Kehilla we have provided 
other readings—poetry and prose from Jewish and 
non-Jewish sources as well as portions of our liturgy—
so that each shomer might deepen his or her own 
reflections on the meaning of life and death.   
     As we embarked on revising and expanding these 
additional readings, our discussions and study led us 
to taking a closer look at The Book of Psalms as well.  
We looked at many different translations and 

interpretations and selected the one for each Psalm 
that we thought invoked the values of Jewish Renewal 
movement.  
     A small group from Kehilla’s Chevra Kadisha 
traveled to Boston in June to present a workshop on 
these readings and to discuss Kehilla’s approach to 
sh’mira at the annual K’vod v Nichum (“honor and 
comfort”) conference.  More than thirty people 
attended our workshop and received our presentation 
with great enthusiasm.   
     We will formally present Kehilla’s Readings for 
Shmira and Psalms for Shmira at the Morning Service, 
Sept 17.  We invite the entire community to join in 
our simcha and to learn more about the practice of 
sh’mira.   

 

Finding Your Spiritual Direction 
 
     Spiritual direction is a process of inner listening that 
enables individuals to discern the movement of the 
Spirit in their lives, so they can come to understand 
both the spiritual dimension and the spiritual direction 
of their experience. In this sense, spiritual direction is 
a pathway to teshuvah, toward finding one’s way back 
to the Source that birthed and sustains each of us.  

     Spiritual directors have been trained to help those 
seeking the Spirit to find direction. They also help 
seekers find appropriate spiritual practices. 

     Rabbi Burt offers individual Kehilla congregants 
hour-long meetings in spiritual direction. Any Kehilla 
member is entitled to such a session once a year 
without cost. Burt usually meets with congregants at 
Kehilla on Tuesday afternoons and evenings, several 
times a month. He also sees people at his home in El 
Sobrante at other times during the week. If you are 
interested in meeting with Rabbi Burt, please contact 
him at Rabburt@earthlink.net, or by calling 
510.283.5704. 

 
 

mailto:Rabburt@earthlink.net,
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Competing Death Penalty Initiatives on November Ballot 

by Beth Weinberger 
 

     This November we'll have a chance to vote again to 
repeal California's death penalty, replacing it with Life 
Without Possibility of Parole.  Unfortunately, a 
competing measure that would attempt to change the 
appeals process to expedite executions has caused 
confusion, especially as the latter measure's title is 
misleading.  So here's an explanation of each of the 
initiatives with recommendations in keeping with 
Kehilla policy. 

 
The Justice that Works Act of 2016—Proposition #62  

 This is essentially the same as Prop. 34 on the 
2012 ballot, which Kehilla supported.  It would replace 
the death penalty with life without the possibility of 
parole.  It would: 

 End state killing and eliminate the possibility 
of executing innocent people.  Since 1973, 
156 people, convicted of murder, have been 
exonerated, 3 of them in California. 

 Keep dangerous criminals from ever being 
released. 

 Save approximately $150 million a year that 
could be put to more productive use. 

 Increase to 60% the portion of wages earned 
by persons sentenced to life without parole 
that may go to victim restitution funds. 

Recommendation:  Support Prop. 62 
 
Death Penalty Reform & Savings Act of 2016—
Proposition #66 

  Prop. 66 attempts to “reform” a  failed death 
penalty system by changing the appeals process.  It 
would remove current safeguards, limit the ability to 
present new evidence of innocence and set unrealistic 
deadlines for trials and appeals.  The changed 

procedures and new deadlines would force hiring of 
hundreds of new, inexperienced attorneys at taxpayer 
expense. If it succeeded, it would: 

 Increase the chances of wrongful convictions 
and execution of innocent people 

 Interfere with our due process and appeals 
processes, which might be found 
unconstitutional after costly and lengthy 
lawsuits. 

 Authorize the state to house death row 
inmates in new prisons. 

 Model California's system after Texas' rapid 
execution mill. 

 Move appeals from the state Supreme Court 
to local county courts, prioritizing these cases 
and the shortened timelines.  It would 
overwhelm lower courts and severely limit 
their ability to hear other types of cases or 
conduct any other court business. 

Recommendation: Oppose Prop. 66 
 
        This fall you'll have a chance to hear more about, 
question and discuss these initiatives, as well 
as a number of others at a Kehilla Ballot Initiatives 
evening, October 17.  Mark your calendars and see 
Richard Speiglman's article, also in this issue, on some 
of the other initiatives, researched and recommended 
by Oakland Community Organizations (OCO.) 
     If you want more information now about the death 
penalty initiatives; if you want to help with the 
campaigns or donate to them, go to 
www.yeson62.com or contact me at 
bethw0104@mindspring.com.  

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Not Registered to Vote?  
 

Please contact karenrachels@gmail.com 
of Kehilla’s Economic Justice Committee 
She will help you get registered before 

the November election 

http://www.yeson62.com
mailto:bethw0104@mindspring.com.
mailto:karenrachels@gmail.com
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Community Discussion of Ballot Propositions and Local Measures 
by Richard Speiglman 

 
Monday, October 17, 7-9pm 

Kehilla Social Hall 
Sponsored by  

Kehilla Economic Justice Committee, Greening Committee and Anti-Death Penalty Action Group 

Bring yourself, your friends and your family, your questions and your answers 

     When I was a kid in Des Moines, reform Rabbi 
Edward Zerin (Temple B’nai Jeshurun) used to implore 
youth – perhaps it was at our B’nai Mitzvot – to be 
“informed, participating Jews.”  I may have taken this 
to be the 11th Commandment, and I think the 
instruction was responsible for my 50-something years 
of reading at least the local, state, and national news 
sections of the daily newspaper.  Sometime later, a 
sociology professor suggested that the important 
news appears in the business section.  We won’t get 
into the question of sports news. 

     I never fully understood the Jews part of the 
obligation.  But nevertheless I’m pretty sure the 
informed/participating charge includes voting and, to 
the extent possible, understanding the implications of 
your vote prior to casting it. 

     In their length, California ballots present a serious 
challenge.  We need each other’s help to become well-
informed prior to voting.  Instead of sitting home 
alone the night before the election frantically trying to 
decide how to vote on propositions and local 
measures, on the evening of October 17th please join 
other community members to discuss ballot 
measures. 

 Bring your sample ballot (and your mail-in or 
absentee ballot if you have one) 

 Join discussion of some of the most important 
state and local ballot measures (if only we had 
time to tend to all of them!) 

 Written materials on all the state propositions 
and some local measures will be available, 
including recommendations from Kehilla, 
Oakland Community Organizations (OCO), and 
other organizations 

 Kehilla members and others actively engaged 
in working on some of the measures will offer 
brief presentations 

 
See the next page for OCO's recommendations on 

several state, county, and City of Oakland issues.  
We’ll have expanded endorsement information by 
October 17th.   

 
Please forward information on other measures, or 

for other localities, to Richard or Beth: 

rspeiglman@sbcglobal.net  

bethw0104@mindspring.com   

Or bring the information with you on October 17th.   

If possible, RSVP to Beth or Richard (see their 
contact information above.) 

mailto:rspeiglman@sbcglobal.net
mailto:bethw0104@mindspring.com
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Oakland Community Organizations 

Recommendations on CA, Alameda County, and City of Oakland issues 

Number Title or focus Content OCO 
endorsement 

State Propositions 

55 Tax extension 
Extends the temporary personal income tax on 
incomes over $250,000 to fund education and 

health care (Prop 30 extension) 
Support 

56 Tobacco tax Increases the cigarette tax to $2 / pack Support 

 57 Public Safety & 
Rehabilitation Act 

Increases parole chances for felons convicted of 
non-violent crimes and provides more 

opportunities to earn credits for good behavior 
Support 

 62 Death penalty Repeals the death penalty in CA Support* 

64 Adult Use of Marijuana Act 
Legalizes adults’ growing, possessing, and using 

marijuana for nonmedical purposes, with certain 
restrictions; establishes regulatory system for 

legal market.  

Neutral 

Alameda County Measures 

A Affordable Housing bond 
(property tax) 

Funding for a variety of approaches to promote 
affordable housing  Support 

Oakland City and School District Measures  

JJ Protect Oakland Renters 
Act  

Strengthen tenants’ rights by requiring owners to 
petition through the Rent Board for rent increases 

above annual CPI, extending just cause eviction 
protections to buildings built through 1995, and 

increasing Rent Board transparency and 
accountability 

Support 

LL 
Form civilian oversight 
commission of police 

department 
Promotes civilian oversight of police department Support 

KK 
Infrastructure 

improvements bond 
(property tax) 

Funding for a variety of improvements to streets, 
sidewalks, public buildings, and some funds for 

affordable housing 
Neutral  

HH Tax distributors of sugar-
sweetened beverages 

Promotes public health by raising price of sugar-
sweetened beverages Support 

G1 Oakland Unified School 
District  bond (parcel tax) 

Funds educator salary increases and middle 
school improvements (as of last draft seen) No vote (yet) 

* Kehilla recommends a yes vote on Prop. 62 and a no vote on Prop 66 (which would speed-up 
executions).  See accompanying article, “Competing Death Penalty Initiatives on November Ballot" on 
p. 17. 
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Seeking Shelter in the Days of Awe:  
 Immigrants and Refugees, Longing and Home 
[continued from p. 1] 
 
You can read a more complete description of our 
theme below.  Throughout the High Holy Days season 
and beyond, we’ll be integrating the spiritual practices 
of this time with ways to learn about and respond to 
the crises of migration that are shaking our world.  
During High Holy Days services we’ll hear from some 
of the folks in our community about their experiences 
with immigrants and refugees.  We’ll also have 
resources available during services about how to 
connect with local groups and join in efforts to 
respond.   
    And in the months following the High Holy Days, 
we’ll host a series of four community workshops, 
featuring congregants working to support immigrants 
and refugees.  The workshop topics are: Considering 
Offering Housing to a Refugee; Being Part of an 
Accompaniment Team for an Immigrant Family or 
Unaccompanied Minor; Immigration Policy, Advocacy 
and Intersectionality with Economic and Racial Justice 
Issues; and Kehilla as Sanctuary/Refuge for 
Immigrants.  
    May our practice during this season help each of us 
grow toward greater wholeness, joy, compassion and 
justice. 
    Our Theme for 5777:  Immigrants and Refugees, 
Longing and Home  
    A river goes out from the first place that was home, 
to water the garden, and from there it divides and 
becomes four headwaters. (Bereshit 2:10) 
    In the beginning all was one, undifferentiated and 
whole.  To come into the joy of embodied life is also to 
come into separateness.  And to be separate is to long 
for reconnection, to yearn for wholeness and for 
home.  The Yamim Nora’im (High Holy Days) point us 

in the direction of home, and outfit us for the promise 
and uncertainty of the journey.  We soften our hearts 
and open lines of communication with people we’ve 
hurt and who have hurt us.  We practice 
accountability, forgiveness, compassion and 
generosity.  We touch those who are dear to us with 
an extra measure of tenderness and gratitude. 
    This year we set out on this path in a world of 
growing displacement and migration. People forced 
from their homes by war, violence, poverty, drought, 
gentrification, and a swiftly changing climate are 
fighting for survival and searching for a refuge where 
they and their families can be safe.  Some in Kehilla 
are personally impacted, and many in our community 
are stepping up to help--by working to end structural 
violence, by challenging the economics underlying 
displacement, by offering loving personal support to 
immigrants and refugees, by fighting for policies that 
welcome immigrants and refugees, and by joining the 
struggle against deportation, targeting and 
discrimination against people who are undocumented.  
    As a community this year we will enter the inner 
landscape of exile and return.  We’ll encounter the 
stranger who dwells within us, and the stranger who 
dwells among us.  Together we will turn toward this 
tidal wave of displacement, expanding our capacity to 
welcome and support the growing number of 
immigrants and refugees in our midst.  As Torah 
teaches (Lev. 19:33-34), When a stranger resides with 
you in your land, you shall not wrong them.  The 
stranger who resides with you shall be to you as one of 
your citizens; you shall love them as yourself, for you 
were strangers in the land of Mitzrayim. 
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Coming Soon: Pronoun Stickers for Your Nametag 
by Hazzan Shulamit Wise Fairman, Lynn Bravewomon and Rabbi Dev Noily 

  
   As Davey Shlasko writes in the 
Trans*Ally Workbook, 
    “Most of the time, most people 
are on autopilot about pronouns. 
They call all women she, her and 
hers, and all men he, him and his. 
But being on autopilot doesn’t 
always work. Sometimes—
especially, but not only, when 
talking about trans* people—it can 
lead you to call someone a pronoun 
that isn’t what they’re usually 
called or what they want to be 
called.”  
     We are continuing to make 
Kehilla a more welcoming and 
inclusive space for all of our 
members.  All of us appreciate it 
when other people see us as who 
we are.  For  trans* people 
pronouns can be a constant source 
of being seen and affirmed when preferred pronouns 
are used by others; conversely the absence of 
accurate pronouns denies a critical piece of 
recognition and affirmation of identity. 
     Kehilla’s intention to build gender pronoun 
language in our community culture is part of gender-

inclusion efforts that reverse the 
invisibility caused when the wrong 
pronouns are used. 
     As a community of spiritual practice, 
it feels especially important that Kehilla 
be a place where everyone can be seen 
and affirmed in all of who we are.  So 
soon you’ll see a set of pronoun 
stickers next to our nametags. 
 Everyone has the option to add a 
pronoun sticker to your nametag, to let 
others know which pronouns you use.  
By using a sticker, cisgender people can 
support others in our community for 
whom “pronoun autopilot” doesn’t 
work well. 
     Whatever our gender identity, all of 
us have some experiences of resonance 
with the gender we were raised in, and 
some experiences of dissonance with 
the gender we were raised in.  We can 

all lean into those experiences to cultivate our 
compassion for ourselves and each other as we 
navigate this complex and shifting terrain of gender 
identity. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
    

    

A vocabulary moment: 

trans* refers to people whose 
gender identity is different from 

the gender identity they were 
assigned at birth, including 

people who are transgender, 
genderqueer, gender-

nonconforming, gender non-
binary, gender fluid, gender 

fabulous people. 

Cisgender refers to people 
whose gender identity is, for the 

most part, aligned with the 
gender they were assigned at 
birth and in which they were 

socialized. 

Kehilla Sings! 

 
         Interested in being part of a Kehilla Choir this Fall 
and Winter? We may offer this opportunity through 
our Adult Ed program with Bon Singer, a veteran 
cantor and synagogue choir director who has also 
directed Ya'Elah and Kitka.  
     PLEASE click on the following link and fill out a short 
questionnaire by Aug 28 to help us discern whether 
and how to move forward, and pass it on to your 
friends! 

 https://goo.gl/forms/Vd6jFONpn4IphBrK2 

https://goo.gl/forms/Vd6jFONpn4IphBrK2
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The Annual Kehilla Membership Retreat:  
Toward Further Improvements in Accessibility  

by Marilyn Golden & Don Stone 

In our debrief after another successful annual retreat, Kehilla’s Retreat Committee discussed how to achieve further 
improvements in the accessibility of the retreat to all members. Below is a report.  It addresses all dimensions of 
accessibility including affordability, access to the location, planning issues, and mobility access.  
 

Addressing Accessibility  at the Annual Kehilla Summer Retreat

     In the Retreat Committee’s debriefing of this year’s 
retreat, one focus of discussion has been about the 
accessibility challenges of Bort Meadow. There are 
various kinds of accessibility needs, including   
affordability, location, registration constraints, and 
physical mobility, all which contribute to the retreat 
location and experience being attractive and 
welcoming. 
     Affordability. We’ve had many comments that our 
past weekend retreats at retreat centers were out of 
the price range of many individuals and especially 
families—even with elective camping such as at Walker 
Creek Ranch.  
    Location issues: We have had requests for a location 
that is easy to get to on a Friday afternoon for people 
who want to camp the first night—and also for people 
who want make a round trip on Saturday. At Bort 
Meadow and at Walker Ranch, there is lack of cell 
phone reception. This can limit some members’ 
capacity to take part. Sometimes at Bort, there have 
been difficulties getting in and out of the locked gate 
when no one was on duty Friday.  
     Planning flexibility.  We need a site that is big 
enough that it does not require us to commit to a 
certain attendance well in advance. It helps to have 
flexibility that allows for final week commitment to 
attending, or even the day-of. Camping or easy 
commuting helps last minute planning and increases 
the numbers attending—about 25-30% of participants 
sign up or show up the last week. 
     Physical mobility. Challenges come with bumpiness 
or steepness of the terrain, any steps (none at Bort 
Meadow), accessibility to bathrooms (new Bort 
Meadow bathrooms are wheelchair accessible, though 
far from activities), parking availability, drop-off option 
for those needing it, and distance between the 
different stations—food, service, bathrooms, drop-off 
spot. We have had requests from people with mobility 
needs to have more accommodations so that they can 
attend either Bort Meadow, or another site.  
     Given these parameters, we are proceeding in the 
following manner: 

      *Reserve Bort Meadow for a weekend in July 2017 
(already have requested 7/14-16/2017, will hear back 
in late October if we got it). 
     *Tell anyone interested that we welcome their 
research on an alternative site that takes into account 
the factors mentioned above (our deposit for Bort 
Meadow, assuming we get our request, will be small 
enough to forfeit if we find a better site). 
     *Be proactive in responding to accessibility needs. 
Build into the reservation process a way to 
communicate specific needs and figure out best 
practices to meet them. For instance, the registration 
form/website will have a contact person for 
accessibility needs when we start to advertise next 
year’s retreat—Marilyn Golden may be filling this 
function. So coming up with solutions to specific needs 
can be creatively addressed well in advance. 
     Several congregants have already volunteered to 
assist with accessibility issues, including suggesting 
other sites/centers and being available to accompany 
individuals needing assistance to navigate at Bort 
Meadow, which is largely relatively flat, though the 
ground has a bumpy, uneven surface. 
     *Research alternative means of conveyance to 
transport individuals from point to point at the Bort 
Meadow site, possibly in ways that make use of the 
assistance from a volunteer. This research has already 
begun, with an initial finding that vehicles like golf carts 
are probably too expensive to own, rent, or transport 
from rental locations. Kehilla may have access to one 
or more ordinary wheelchairs that can be used. Or, all 
terrain wheelchairs may be one possibility. There may 
be other ways to deal with the bumpy terrain between 
the car turn-around and the dining tables that are not 
dependent upon volunteer assistance, and allow for 
more independent movement. 
     *Other concerns, suggestions, or ideas, regarding 
Kehilla Retreat accessibility issues or how to address 
them? Want to volunteer your assistance? 
     Contact either Marilyn Golden 
at mgolden@dredf.org, or Don Stone 
at donstone1@aol.com or 510-703-0073. 

mailto:mgolden@dredf.org,
mailto:donstone1@aol.com
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On the Origins of Kehilla: 
Social Justice 

                                                     by Rabbi Burt Jacobson 
Note: This is the fifth of a series of 
personal essays on the beginnings of 
Kehilla. Each article shares the 
origins of one or more of the ideals 
and/or values that motivated me to 
start Kehilla. The essays are adapted 

from the manuscript of the book I am in the process of 
completing, tentatively titled There is Only One Love: 
The Ba’al Shem Tov in the Modern World. 
     My passion for social justice came from my mother, 
Gert Jacobson. As the chairwoman of the Anti-
Defamation League in Cleveland during World War II, 
she tried to awaken the Jewish community to the Nazi 
atrocities in Europe. When our family moved to Texas 
in 1947, Gert became the chairwoman of the Anti-
Defamation League in San Antonio. In that capacity she 
worked with teachers in the public schools, instructing 
them on how to promote racial, ethnic and religious 
tolerance in their classrooms.  
     My mother’s commitment to social justice stemmed 
from her father, Ruby Goldberg. My grandfather, who 
was born in Romania, was a women’s tailor. A secular 
Yiddish-speaking Jew, he was strongly drawn to 
socialism. He became a negotiator for the International 
Ladies’ Garment Workers Union in New York. My 
mother remembered him coming home from the 
negotiations, infuriated by the tightfisted attitudes of 
the factory owners. He would go to the kitchen, pick up 
a carving knife and bang it repeatedly on the counter. 
“Those G… d…. bosses, those G… d…. bosses, they 
won’t give us a nickel! They won’t give us a nickel! 
      I did not hear that story until I was an adult, but I 
learned about the biblical prophets as a young student 
in the religious school of Temple Beth El in San 
Antonio. I came to admire the commitment of the 
Reform movement to social justice. 
       Yet, I did not study the words of the biblical 
prophets until I entered rabbinical school. In 1961, as a 
second-year student at the Jewish Theological 
Seminary, I took a seminar with Abraham Joshua 
Heschel on the prophets. By this time, Heschel was well 
on his way to becoming the most well-known Jewish 
religious thinker in the United States.  
       Heschel had completed his dissertation on the 
prophets in the late 1930s in Germany, just as the Nazi 
regime had come into power. In the late 1950s he 
decided to rewrite the book in English. The members of 

our seminar were privileged to read the galley proofs 
of The Prophets with him.  
    In the book’s introduction, Heschel wrote: 
     The things that horrified the prophets are even now 
daily occurrences all over the world. There is no society 
to which Amos’ words would not apply. 

Listen to this, you merchants who crush the 
poor,and trample on the needy! You who are 
thinking,“When will this New Moon festival  
finally be over so that we can sell our grain, and 
this Sabbath day, so we can market our wheat? 
Then we will tamper with the scales, making the 
bushel-measure smaller and the shekel-weight 
bigger. And then we can make slaves of the 
poor, buying them for their debt of a piece of 
silver or a pair of sandals, and we will even get 
paid for moldy wheat.”YHWH, the Pride of Israel, 
has sworn: ‘’I will never forget what you have 
done!’  Amos 8:4-7 

      Indeed, [Heschel continued] the sort of crimes and 
even the amount delinquency that fill the prophets of 
Israel with dismay do not go beyond that which we 
regard as normal, as typical ingredients of social 
dynamics. To us, a single act of injustice—cheating in 
business, exploitation of the poor—is slight; to the 
prophets, a disaster. To us injustice is injurious to the 
welfare of the people; to the prophets, it is a 
deathblow to existence; to us, an episode; to them, a 
catastrophe, a threat to the world.  
     Heschel’s prose was incandescent. I found his ability 
to enter the consciousness of the prophets utterly 
remarkable. As a result, the voices of the prophets 
have both stirred and haunted me throughout my life. 
     In the following years I found myself especially 
drawn to Amos, the first of the literary prophets, who 
focused almost exclusively on the necessity for social 
justice. Amos seemed totally relevant to the political 
climate of the late 1960s. Indeed, the Reverend Martin 
Luther King, Jr., who became Heschel’s friend and 
colleague, often cited Amos’ words. The day before he 
was assassinated in 1968, King delivered a speech in 
support of the striking sanitation workers in Memphis, 
in which he said:    

"Somehow the preacher must have a kind of fire 
shut up in his bones. And whenever injustice is 
around he must tell it. Somehow the preacher must  
[continued on next page] 
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On the Origins of Kehilla (continued) 
 
be an Amos, who said, “When God speaks, who can 
but prophesy?” Again with Amos, “Let justice roll 
down like waters and righteousness like a mighty 
stream.”  

       In the late 1960s I taught classes about Amos and 
his message to both high school students and adults. I 
emphasized the prophet’s fiery denunciations of 
corruption, wealth, luxury, perversion of justice and 
superficial religion.  

       As I thought about starting a synagogue in the early 
1980s, the fierce voice of Amos called out to me. I felt 
that this radical prophet of justice simply had to be 
given a platform in a city like Berkeley, which had been 
strongly identified with rapid social change, civic 
unrest, and political upheaval in the 1960s and ‘70s. 
The political Left was still robust and there were 
moral/political issues— the Israel-Palestine conflict, 
nuclear weapons, central American refugees—that 
cried out to be dealt with from a prophetic religious 
perspective. 

 
Thank you for Your Generosity 

 

Bar/Bat Mitvah Program 
Susan Coto McKenna and Rafael Coto 

General Fund 
Jane Weisbin and Charles Reilly 

Nueva Esperanza Accompaniment Teams (NEAT) 
Hope Friedman 
Irene McPhail 

Carolyn Schour 
Herbert Salomon and Marcia Liberson 

Simone Masson 
Lisa Rothman 
Ralph Silber 

Sandy Vaughn 
And members of Kehilla's three Accompaniment Teams 

Rabbi's Discretionary Fund 
David Levine and Laurel Zien

All Congregants Deserve A Safe Home 

If you or anyone in your home is experiencing: 
     >Child abuse  
     >Elder abuse  
     >Dependent adult abuse  
     >Teen dating violence 
     >Intimate partner violence (domestic violence) 
    The Kehilla Committee Against Abuse (CAA), working along side the Spiritual Life Practices Committee (SLPC), is 
here to help you become or remain safe.   If you are experiencing any kind of abuse, please call: Steven Falk, long-
time Kehilla member, at (510) 708-0517; Julie Patrusky, experienced domestic violence counselor and long-time 
Kehilla member, at (510) 528-0299; or Rabbi David at (510) 547-2424 x103.   Call the Shalom Bayit (Peace in the 
Home) helpline for counseling and advocacy for teen dating violence and domestic violence issues at: (866) SHALOM-
7 (742-5667) toll-free within the Bay Area or (510) 451-7233 (SAFE) outside the Bay Area.



 24 

 
 

 

 

 

 

September 2016 
Fri., Sept. 2, NO Kabbalat Shabbat service tonight. 
Please join us on Friday night, Sept 16.  

Sat., Sept 3, 10:30am, Elul Shabbat Service on the 
Marina – Rosh Chodesh. Yes, it is one month to go to 
Rosh Hashanah and at this special outdoor service on 
the Marina we will celebrate the New Moon of Elul 
which includes Hallel, the musical holiday celebration 
prayers, led by Beth Dickinson. Discussion led by Rabbi 
David on our High Holy Day theme on our how our 
work on immigration and refugees connects to our 
Jewish path. Check the website for location. Bring a 
chair with you and prepare to dress warmly. Kiddush to 
follow.  Please bring vegetarian finger foods to share, if 
you are able.  

Tues., Sept. 6, 7:30pm. Middle East Peace Committee 
Meeting. Back classroom. 

Wed., Sept. 7, 7:50am Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room. (Enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview.)  Doors open at 7:50 a.m., 
short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30, 
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. 

Wed., Sept. 7, 6:30pm  Spiritual Life Practices 
Committee Meeting.  Fireside Room. 

Thurs., Sept. 8, 4-6pm. Kehilla School. Please enter 
through the kitchen door. 

Thurs., Sept. 8, 6:30pm. "700 Benches: 
Experiencing Biblical Hebrew." Taught by Jenna Kemp 
First class of the series.. (See details on p. 10)  

Fri., Sept. 9, 6:30pm, Friday Night Peace Walk with 
Rabbi David and OCO. This is an easy opportunity to 
really be part of the movement for peace in our own 
community led by Oakland Community Organizations’ 
Ceasefire campaign. Rabbi David has affirmed to OCO 
that we will try to have at least ten Kehilla folk join him 
at these walks for community peace.. The campaign is 
many-sided, including the training and mobilization of 
neighborhood peace interveners, the retraining of 
police, and a weekly peace walk with local 
congregations to support a “culture of peace and 
healing” in neighborhoods at risk. Rabbi David reports 
that he has done this about 10 times and it is an 

especially nice way to meet people from across the 
spectrum of Oakland communities.Meet inside First 
Mt. Sinai Church, 1970 86th Ave. For info, call 510-606-
5064.    

Sat., Sept. 10, 10am. Chai Elul Shabbat and New 
Member Welcome. Join our “Bima Team” for a 
spirited, musical service as we immerse in the month of 
Elul and prepare for the High Holy Days. Our newest 
members will receive a special honor during the Torah 
service, and we’ll kick off the morning with Ketzev 
Kehilla, our prayerful percussion orchestra. Come one, 
come all! Children most welcome! Vegetarian potluck 
luncheon to follow. Please bring a vegetarian dish to 
share.  Kiddush also sponsored by Ruth Goldstone & 
James Eder in honor of Ruth's mother Merle S. 
Goldstone's yartzheit. 

Mon., Sept. 12, 7pm. Book Discussion Group. We will 
discuss The Fixer by Bernard Malamud. Fireside Room. 
(See p. 8 for details.) 

Mon., Sept. 12, 7:30pm. Conversion Group. Buber 
Room. (See p. 10 for details.) 

Tues., Sept. 13, 7pm. Generosity Committee meeting. 
Fireside Room. 

Wed., Sept. 14, 7:50am Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room. (Enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview.)  Doors open at 7:50 a.m., 
short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30, 
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. 

Thurs., Sept. 15, 4-6pm. Kehilla School. Please enter 
through the kitchen door. 

Thurs., Sept. 15, 6:30pm. "700 Benches: 
Experiencing Biblical Hebrew." Taught by Jenna Kemp. 
(See details on p. 10.)  

Fri., Sept. 16, 5:30-7:30pm Solar Lights for Gaza 
Fundraiser and Pre-Shabbat Potluck: This is a special 
pre-Shabbat Service gathering and potluck meal 
organized by Kehilla’s Greening Committee and Middle 
East Peace Committee. The purpose is to raise 
tzedakah for Rebuilding Alliance’s project to provide 
solar lights for the residents of Gaza where electricity is 

Kehilla Community Synagogue 
1300 Grand Avenue (at Fairview) 

Piedmont, CA  94610 
(510) 547-2424 

Please come fragrance-free to all Kehilla events, 
for the health of people with respiratory conditions 

and chemical sensitivities. 
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often available for only four or five hours in a day. This 
is especially needed by children who would otherwise 
study at night by hazardous candle or kerosene light. 
(See article p. 8 .) Guest speaker: Donna Baranski-
Walker, founder of Rebuilding Alliance. We will have a 
Potluck Dinner in the Social Hall starting at 5:30.  Please 
bring a vegetarian or fish dish to share.  

Fri., Sept. 16, 7:30pm, Kabbalat Shabbat with Hazzan 
Shulamit, Julie Nesnansky, and Beth Dickinson. Join us 
for a soulful and spirited musical evening to welcome in 
the joy and peace of Shabbat.  Kiddush to follow. 
Please bring veggie finger foods to share! 

Sat., Sept. 17, 10:30am, Elul Shabbat Service with our 
Chevra Kadisha, at Kehilla led by Rabbi David, Hazzan 
Shulamit, and Julie Nesnansky. Celebrating the 
completion of our “Sh’mira Readings Project.” Sh’mira 
is the ritual of staying with the body of the deceased in 
the period preceding the funeral during which the 
shomer (“guardian”) traditionally reads from the book 
of psalms. For our members when they do Sh’mira, 
Kehilla’s Chevra Kadisha has assembled readings from 
innovative and interpretive translations of the psalms 
some of which we will read at this service. We will have 
a short Torah reading that morning with one aliyah. 
Deuteronomy 22:6-12. If you want to chant this, email 
Rabbi David.  In the Fireside Room. Kiddush sponsored 
by the Chevra Kadisha. 

Sat., Sept. 17, 3:30-6:30pm. Kehilla High Holy Days Art 
Reception. Fireside Room and throughout the building. 
(See announcement, p.4 for details.) 

Sun., Sept. 18, 3:30-7pm. A Community Forum on the 
Movement for Black Lives Platform Study & 
Conversation. With Kehilla leaders, staff, and 
members.  (See article, p. 9 for details.) Buber Room. 

Sun., Sept. 18, 1- 3 pm, “We Are the Bridge” Exhibit 
Reception at Osher Marin JCC in San Rafael. Sponsored 
by the Faith Trio (Kehilla, Islamic Cultural Center, 
Montclair Presbyterian). Includes at least two artists 
who are Kehilla members, Lea Delson and Susan 
Freundlich. 200 North San Pedro Rd. San Rafael 94903. 

Sun., Sept. 18, 2pm.  Yoga for Renewal. Rooted in 
Jewish Mystical Teachings. With Julie Emden of Jewish 
LearningWorks.  Co-sponsored by Kehilla.  4th Street 
Yoga, 1809C 4th Street, Berkeley, CA 94710. $25 Public 
/$20 members of co-sponsoring organizations. 
Register: tinyurl.com/yoga918.  

Sun., Sept. 18, 4pm. "Drumming As Prayer" class with 
Debbie Fier. Fireside Room. (See p. _ for details.) 

Wed., Sept. 21, 7:50am Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room (Enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview)  Doors open at 7:50 a.m., 

short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30, 
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. 

Wed., Sept. 21, 7pm. "Drumming As Prayer" class with 
Debbie Fier. Fireside Room. (See p. 11 for details.) 

Thurs., Sept. 22, 4-6pm. Kehilla School. Please enter 
through the kitchen door. 

Thurs., Sept. 22, 6:30pm. "700 Benches: 
Experiencing Biblical Hebrew." Taught by Jenna Kemp. 
Back classroom, main floor. (See details on p. 10.)  

Fri., Sept. 23,  6:-9:00 Bar/Bat Mitzvah Shabbat 
Celebration: This evening is for all Bar Bat Mitzvah 
family members and is a required part of the BBM 
Program. Come to the synagogue to welcome in the 
new school year and the New Year with a festive 
Shabbat evening. We will begin with a short table 
service followed by a vegetarian potluck.   Fireside 
Room & Sanctuary. 

Fri., Sept. 23,  6:30pm Tot Shabbat.  For babies and 
children up to 5 years old (or older if they enjoy it) and 
their grown-ups. Led by Jen Miriam Kantor, Alon 
Altman and Jen’s puppet friends. Please bring a 
vegetarian potluck dish.  Social Hall. Childcare will be 
provided upon request. 

Sat., Sept. 24, No Shabbat Morning service – Join us 
tonight for Pre-Holy Days Ingathering. 

Sat., Sept. 24. The Bird of Many Colors: A Pre-Holy 
Days Ingathering: 7:15pm schmooze with 
refreshments in the Social Hall, program begins at 8pm.  
Gather with us one week before Rosh Hashanah, as we 
turn together toward the Days of Awe. This year, rather 
than observing Selichot with a service, all are welcome 
to an evening of community, music, stories, meditation 
and reflection.  Join us in the social hall for a little nosh 
and socializing, followed by a program led by the 
Kehilla spiritual leadership and musical prayer leaders, 
as we focus our awareness and maybe set some 
intention for our experience of the holy days.   If you 
are new to Kehilla, or to Kehilla’s observance of the 
High Holydays, this evening is a lovely way to begin the 
experience.  If you’re accustomed to the Selichot 
services of the last few years, you’ll find a similar 
opportunity in this program for settling into intention 
and reflection. 

Sun., Sept. 25, 8:15am-4pm, ROPES course for Bar/Bat 
Mitzvah Students. Students will carpool together to 
the spectacular Fort Miley for a day of fun, adventure 
and an exploration of team building activities. BBM 
families will receive more information about this in the 
mail. 
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Sun., Sept. 25, 1:15-3:30 pm. Interfaith Environmental 
Activity with the Faith Trio (Kehilla, Islamic Cultural 
Center, Montclair Presbyterian). This interfaith activity 
involves removing non-native plants in Joaquin Miller 
Park. Four more volunteers from Kehilla are still 
needed. To volunteer, call Lea Delson 510-528-6725. 

Sun., Sept. 25, 9am. Joyfully Jewish for 
Kindergarteners. Back classroom, main floor. 

Sun., Sept. 25, 5pm. "Mrs. Reiff and the Counterfeit 
Shop," a staged play reading by Stephanie Anne 
Johnson. Sponsored by Kehilla. A touching portrait of 
the friendship between a Black teenager and a 
Holocaust survivor in the 1960s.(See details, p. 6.) 

Tues., Sept. 27, 6:45pm. (Dinner at 6:15)  Board of 
Trustees Meeting. All are welcome. Fireside  Room. 

Wed., Sept. 28, 7:50am Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room. (Enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview.)  Doors open at 7:50 a.m., 
short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30, 
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. 

Thurs., Sept. 29, 4-6pm. Kehilla School. Please enter 
through the kitchen door. 

Thurs., Sept. 29, 6:30pm. "700 Benches: 
Experiencing Biblical Hebrew." Taught by Jenna Kemp. 
Back classroom, main floor. (See details on p. 10.)  

Fri., Sept. 30.  No Services. 
 

October 2016 
Sat., Oct. 1, 10:30am, Elul Shabbat Service at Kehilla 
with Sharon Grodin and Julie Nesnanksy, a smaller 
service in the Fireside Room, with music and reflection.   
  
Sun., Oct. 2, 6:30pm, Erev Rosh Hashanah services at 
Scottish Rite Center, 1547 Lakeside Drive, Oakland.  For 
both adults and children, start at 6:30pm. Sermon by 
Rabbi Dev.  
 
Mon., Oct. 3. Rosh Hashanah services. SERVICES WILL 
END before 12:45! at Scottish Rite Center, 1547 
Lakeside Drive, Oakland. Our leaders are determined to 
conclude the service  in time for tashlich and lunch at a 
reasonable hour. 
8:30 – 9:15am. Silent Meditation Space - 3rd Floor 
9:30am – 12:40pm. Main Rosh Hashanah Morning 
Service, beginning with Ketzev Kehilla with Kehilla’s 
Spiritual Leaders, Hazzan Shulamit and our Musical 
Prayer Leaders 
10:00 – 11:15am. Family and Youth Service with Rabbi 
Dev Noily, Sandra Razieli, Natalie Boskin, and Musical 

Prayer Leader Beth Dickinson and surprise guests! 
Children, teens and adults welcome. 

10:15 - 11:15am. Rosh Hashanah Toddler Services with 
Jen Miriam and Alon Altman. Geared towards babies, 
tots, and kids up to 5 years olds and their grown ups or 
families. 
12:45-12:55pm, Tashlich at Lake Merritt (across the 
street from services) with Rabbi David. 

 Tues., Oct. 4, 9:30am-12:30pm, Second Day Rosh 
Hashanah Services at Kehilla, 1300 Grand Avenue, 
Piedmont, with Rabbi Chaya Gusfield and Eve Decker. 
Kehilla Sanctuary. Receive the replenishment of 
contemplative song, story, and silence. Rabbi Chaya 
Gusfield and Buddhist teacher and musician Eve Decker 
use the beautiful complement of Jewish and Buddhist 
teachings, music, and spiritual practices to delve deeply 
into the essence of this holy day. A more intimate 
service for the second day. 

Wed., Oct. 5, 7:50am Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room. (Enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview.)  Doors open at 7:50 a.m., 
short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30, 
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. 

Wed., Oct. 5, 6:30pm. Spiritual Life Practices 
Committee meeting. Fireside Room. 

Wed., Oct. 5, 7:30pm. Middle East Peace Committee 
Meeting. Fireside Room. 

Thurs., Oct. 6. No Kehilla School. 

Fri., Oct. 7, 7:30pm. NO Kabbalat Shabbat services. 
Please join us for Shabbat Shuva on Saturday morning, 
Oct 8. Our next Kabbalat Shabbat service with Hazzan 
Shulamit will be on November 4.   

Sat., Oct. 8, 10:30am. Shabbat Shuva Service at 
Kehilla.  Join Howard Hamburger and Julie Nesnansky 
for the special Shabbat service situated within the Ten 
Days of Awe. We take the themes of the High Holydays 
and we explore them in the context of Shabbat in a 
smaller service context. Kiddush sponsored by Beth 
Weinberger in memory of her mother, Frieda 
Weinberger, and by Amy Bat Tzipora in memory of her 
beloved Bubbies, Zaydies, mother and father. 

Mon., Oct. 10, 7pm.  Book Discussion Group.  We will 
discuss Mystics of Mile End by Sigal Samuel. Fireside 
Room. 

Tues., Oct. 11, 6:30pm. Kol Nidre Service (for grown 
ups) at Scottish Rite Center, 1547 Lakeside Drive, 
Oakland. Judaism’s most cherished prayer sung once a 
year, Kol Nidre, kicks off a day of collective 
introspection. Sermon by Rabbi David. 
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 Tues., Oct. 11, 6:30pm. Family Kol Nidre Service (for 
children and family) at Kehilla, 1300 Grand Avenue, 
Piedmont Led by Rabbi Dev Noily & Lior Ben-Hur.  
Geared toward children ages 6-12.  Children of all ages 
and adults welcome. 

Tues., Oct. 11, 6:30pm, Toddler Kol Nidre Service (for 
babies and tots) at Kehilla, 1300 Grand Avenue, 
Piedmont Led by Jen Miriam and Alon Altman.  A 
musical, spiritual journey geared toward kids up to 5 
years old and their grown ups.  

Wed., Oct. 12. Yom Kippur Morning Services 
at Scottish Rite Center, 1547 Lakeside Drive, Oakland 
8:30am- 9:15am, Silent Meditation Space 
9:30am,  Main Yom Kippur Morning Service 
10:00am- 11:00am, Youth Services  (6th - 8th grades) 

 Wed., Oct. 12. Yom Kippur Afternoon/Evening 
Services & Activities at Kehilla, 1300 Grand Avenue, 
Piedmont 
2:00- 4:30pm Drop off potluck offerings at Kehilla (or 
bring them at 7:45pm) 
2:30-3:30 pm Workshops 
4:30 pm Yizkor (Remembrance of those who died) 
5:15 pm Rabbi Burt sermon, Healing Service & 
Dukhanen (Priestly blessings) 
6:30 pm Ne’ila (Closing the Gates) 
8:00pm-9:30pm Community Pot Luck Break-Fast at 
Kehilla. Please bring a vegetarian main dish to share. 
Food can be dropped off at Kehilla between 2:00 & 
4:30 p.m., or at 7:45 p.m. 

Thurs., Oct. 13. No Kehilla School. 

Fri., Oct. 14, 6:30pm, Friday Night Peace Walk with 
OCO. Usually Rabbi David is on these walks but may be 
out of town this weekend. But Kehilla people have 
been coming, so it would be great to continue to have 
our shul’s participation in David’s absence. This is an 
easy opportunity to really be part of the movement for 
peace in our own community led by Oakland 
Community Organizations’ Ceasefire campaign. The 
campaign is many-sided including the training and 
mobilization of neighborhood peace interveners, the 
retraining of police, and a weekly peace walk with local 
congregations to support a “culture of peace and 
healing” in neighborhoods at risk. The neighbors there 
support these walks and it has always been peaceful 
and friendly. It’s a nice way to meet people from across 
the spectrum of Oakland communities who support 
Ceasefire efforts. Meet inside First Mt. Sinai Church, 
1970 86th Ave. For info, call 510-606-5064.   

Sat. Oct. 15, 10:30am. Shabbat Service with Sharon 
Grodin and Beth Dickinson. As we read the poem that 
comprises parashat Haazinu (Deuteronomy 32), we can 

see the influence of the theology of the prophets on 
this chapter. Of course, the prophets were centuries 
after Moses, so this is a much later insert into the 
Torah with a very different way of seeing God. What 
was this theology and how does it connect to later 
Jewish spirituality and to our social activism today? We 
will especially look at Deuteronomy 32:37-40. Kiddush 
to follow. Bring a veggy potluck dish to share. Fireside 
Room. 

Sun., Oct. 16, 11am-1pm. Kehilla Neighborhood 
Brunches. 

Sun., Oct. 16, 5:30pm. Chai Mitzvah Group. Back 
classroom, main floor.   (See details, p. 11.)  

Mon., Oct. 17, 7-9pm. Community Discussion of Ballot 
Propositions and Local Measures.  Sponsored by the 
Economic Justice Committee, the Greening Committee 
and Anti-Death Penalty Action Group. Social Hall. (See 
article, p. 17.) 

Mon., Oct. 17, 6:30pm. "Elements of Magical Judaism" 
class. Taught by Jude Elfe & Jonathan Furst. Sanctuary.  
(See p. 12 for details.) 

Wed., Oct. 19, 7:50am Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room. (Enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview.)  Doors open at 7:50 a.m., 
short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30, 
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. 

Wed., Oct. 19, 7pm. Economic Justice Committee 
Meeting. Social Hall. 

Thurs., Oct. 20, 4-6pm. Kehilla School. Please enter 
through the kitchen door. 

Fri., Oct. 21, 6:30pm, Sukkot Shabbat Friday Evening 
Potluck in the Sukkah. Bring the whole family and join 
us for a Sukkot dinner in the Sukkah (and/or Social 
Hall). This is not a ritual-heavy event – our major 
purpose is to celebrate and be happy, which is the very 
purpose the Torah describes for the holiday. We’ll do a 
few blessings, then a potluck dinner, conversation, 
perhaps a chance for kids to make sukkah decorations, 
and then, as you choose to, do the ritual of blessing the 
lulav palm frond and shaking in blessing to all the 
world’s directions with Rabbi David. At Kehilla 
Remember: Bring a veggy potluck dish to share and be 
joyous. 

Sat., Oct. 22, 10:30am. Sukkot Shabbat with Special 
Procession.  Appropriate for everyone in the family. 
Join Rabbi David & Julie Nesnansky as we celebrate 
Sukkot with a joyous musical service and processions 
(“hakafot”) with lulav followed by Kiddush in the 
sukkah. Bring veggie finger food to share. 
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Mon. Oct. 24. Simchat Torah Celebration at Chochmat 
HaLev  2215 Prince St., Berkeley at Fulton. 
Join with all the Bay Area Renewal communities for a 
night of sacred and ecstastic dancing to live music and 
special Torah chanting to celebrate the conclusion of 
our High Holy Day journey.    
6:00pm  Special Kids Celebration with Jen Miriam and 
Alon Altman, dance and sing around the Torah with  
puppets, music and friends 
6:30pm Vegetarian potluck dinner 
7:00 pm Maariv, Dancing and Torah service with the 
Shirat HaLev Musicians 
9:30 pm- Kiddush and refreshments 
Donation:  Members of participating organizations: 
$15-10   General Public $20-15   Children: $5 

Tues., Oct. 25, 6:45pm. (Dinner at 6:15)  Board of 
Trustees Meeting. All are welcome. Fireside  Room. 

Wed., Oct. 26, 7:50am Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room. (Enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview.)  Doors open at 7:50 a.m., 
short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30, 
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. 

Wed., Oct. 26, 7pm. A Class in the Poetic Word. Taught 
by Lenore Weiss. Fireside Room. (See p. 12 for details.) 

Thurs., Oct. 27, 4-6pm.  Kehilla School. Please enter 
through the kitchen door. 

Thurs., Oct. 27, 6:30pm. "700 Benches: 
Experiencing Biblical Hebrew." Taught by Jenna Kemp. 
(See details on p. 10)  

Fri., Oct. 28, 6:30pm, Tot Shabbat. For children up to 5 
years old (or older if they enjoy it) and their grown-ups. 
Led by Jen Miriam Kantor, Alon Altman and Jen’s 
puppet friends. Please bring a vegetarian potluck dish. 
In the Social Hall. 

Sat., Oct 29, 10:30am.  Shabbat Service and Torah 
Study with Rabbi David and Beth Dickinson. Here we go 
again! We are starting the Torah anew from the first 
parasha of the Torah. We will be looking at the mythic 
Garden of Eden story and how it has been 
reinterpreted in traditional and modern midrash (such 
as by Lilith Magazine and John Steinbeck). During the 
service, rather than chanting the Torah we will study 

and discuss Chapter 3 of Genesis. Followed by Kiddush. 
Bring veggie finger food to share. 

Sat., Oct.29, 9am. 30th annual Harmony Walk/Run to 
End Homelessness in Richmond, hosted by the Greater 
Richmond Interfaith Program (GRIP). Check-in 9:30am. 
Walk begins 10:30am.The web address with a link to 
our team page & further details will be provided in the 
Kehilla weekly e-mails. You can walk or run for as 
much, or as little, a distance as you want.  And, there 
will be a festival in the park after the walk. (See 
announcement, p. 14.) 

Sun., Oct. 30, 2:30-5:00, (1) Nuts and Bolts Workshop 
for Parents & (2) Interactive Discussion with Shalom 
Bayit for Bar/Bat Mitzvah Students 
(1) is required for parents, (2) is highly recommended 
for Students 
   Parents who have previously gone through the 
program will be coming to and share their nuts and 
bolts experiences about planning for the whole year, 
including sharing details about how to keep things 
organized, as well as kiddush and party planning. 
Simultaneously, Zephira Derblich-Milea from Shalom 
Bayit will be presenting her award-winning workshop, 
“Love Shouldn’t Hurt.” www.shalom-bayit.org/teen 
In this workshop, students will have the opportunity to 
learn and discuss about how to build and maintain 
healthy relationships.    
For questions or to request childcare for BBM related 
activities, contact sandra@kehillasynagogue.org.  

Mon., Oct. 31, 6:30-9:30pm. "Elements of Magical 
Judaism" class. Taught by Jude Elfe & Jonathan Furst. 
Sanctuary.  (See p. 12 for details.) 

Sat., Nov. 5, 6:45pm. Annual Harvest Dinner of the 
Faith Trio (Kehilla, Islamic Cultural Center, Montclair 
Presbyterian). Come early at 6:15 if you would like to 
be present at the Muslim evening prayer. Followed by 
multi-faith blessings before dinner. Designated potluck: 
Kehilla members bring veggy salads (fish okay). 
Muslims, Jews and Christians eating together and an 
opportunity to discuss the subject of the evening: 
Solidarity: A Spiritual Necessity. At the Islamic Cultural 
Center, 1433 Madison Street, Oakland. 
 

 
  

http://www.shalom-bayit.org/teen
mailto:sandra@kehillasynagogue.org.
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Kehilla Community Synagogue 
Please use the following number for all staff:  (510) 547-2424 

Co-Rabbi, David J. Cooper 
Rabbidavid@kehillasynagogue.org 

Co-Rabbi, Dev Noily  
RabbiDev@kehillasynagogue.org 

Executive Director,  Michael Saxe-Taller 
Michael@kehillasynagogue.org 

Managing Director, Beth Bittle 
Beth@kehillasynagogue.org 

Hazzan Shulamit Wise Fairman 
Shulamit@kehillasynagogue.org 

Bar/Bat Mitvzah Program Director, Sandra Razieli 
Sandra@kehillasynagogue.org 

Founding Rabbi, Burt Jacobson   (510) 283-5704 
RabBurt@earthlink.net 
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Communications Coordinator,  
Sasha Gottfried 
Sasha@kehillasynagogue.org 

Youth Programs Coordinator,  
Natalie Boskin  
Natalie@kehillasynagogue.org 

Bookkeeper, Molly Melamed 
Molly@kehillasynagogue.org 

Events Line: 

Fax: (510) 547-2442 

Chevra Kadisha: 
Jane Hoberman: 510-843-6047 

Committee Against Abuse: 
Steven Falk: 510-339-0517 

Spiritual Life Practices Committee Chair:  
Shoshana Finacom 
Spirituallife@kehillasynagogue.org 
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              High Holy Days 5777/2016 
                     Seeking Shelter in the Days of Awe:  
            Immigrants and Refugees, Longing and Home 
                                                    by Rabbi Dev Noily 

     In March of this year a 
group of Kehilla members 
working on immigration 
issues called a meeting to 
connect people in our 
community who are involved 

in all kinds of work and service with immigrants and 
refugees, and the laws and policies affecting them. 
    Here are some of the ways people who came to the 
meeting are engaged: 

 Working with Nueva Esperanza to form 
accompaniment teams who provide direct 
support to newly arrived Central American 
immigrants; 

 Supporting LGBT refugees through the Jewish 
Family and Community Services of the East 
Bay LGBT refugee resettlement program ; 

 Working with Jewish Voice for Peace doing 
neighborhood canvassing focused on 
welcoming refugees and ending Muslim 
profiling; 

 Participating in monthly vigils at the ICE West 
County Detention Facility to support 
immigrant detainees and their families; 

 Exploring Kehilla's potential to be a sanctuary 
synagogue for those who face deportation; 

 Providing legal or counseling services to 
immigrants; 

 Providing direct or financial support for Syrian 
and other refugees in Europe, through the 
Hebrew Immigrant Aid Society (HIAS) and 
other agencies; 

 Working with the East Bay Interfaith 
Immigration Coalition; 

 Providing support to Syrian refugees coming 
to the U.S. 

    I left that meeting inspired and moved by the 
incredible energy among people in the Kehilla 
community.  There are so many ways that so many 
people are supporting immigrants and refugees, 

fighting against deportations and human rights 
abuses, and advocating for policy changes that reflect 
our commitment to welcome people who are fleeing 
war, persecution and social and economic turmoil.   
    One thing that came up at the meeting was the 
need to let more people know about the work that’s 
happening, and to help more people join in.  How 
could we get word out about where contributions are 
needed and how people contribute—whether 
someone has an occasional few hours or dollars to 
give, or has housing to share, or can offer an ongoing 
gift of time? 
    When the Spiritual Leadership team (Rabbi David, 
Hazzan Shulamit, Avi Rose, Rabbi Burt, Howard 
Hamburger, Sandra Razieli, Sharon Grodin and myself) 
met to consider our theme for this year’s High Holy 
Days, “immigrants and refugees” emerged as a 
compelling choice.  We saw at least a trio of 
interconnected reasons to dig into this ground:  (1) the 
urgent humanitarian and justice issues underlying the 
unprecedented migration underway, (2) the energy 
already flowing in Kehilla to address the crises, and (3) 
the potential for our coming together for High Holy 
Days to help more people respond to the crises.  
    One more reason to let ourselves be guided by this 
theme is its profoundly rich spiritual terrain.  
Experiences of seeking refuge, migrating, yearning for 
home and offering harbor and kindness to those 
fleeing from danger open up the big questions that all 
of us sometimes face in moments of stillness.  What is 
the sense of disorientation, separateness or apartness 
that we sometimes feel? How do we come to be at 
home in the world and in ourselves? What is our 
longing for connection and at-one-ment—where does 
it come from, and where can it lead us? What are our 
personal and communal histories of migration and 
how do they shape us? How can we move toward 
harmony and balance between our unique individual 
experience and our shared connection to all that is? 

[continued on p. 19]
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Renew Your Membership Now! 
    Kehilla members in good standing will automatically 

receive complimentary admission to High Holy Day 
services when you renew your membership for 2015-16.  

Your admission to High Holy Day services will be your 
name at the door, along with your name tag.  

    To renew your membership, please visit our website at 
www.KehillaSynagogue.org.     

 

Discounts 
On First-Time Membership 

    We are offering a discount on membership dues 
through December 1, 2016. Dues are $200 for Adults 
under 30, and $660 for Adults 30 and over, and will 
include tickets to all High Holy Day services. Conversely, 
any payment made for High Holy Day tickets can be 
applied to the cost of membership. Payment plans can be 
arranged. 

   Visit the website at www.KehillaSynagogue.org and 
click on “JOIN” for more information, or  contact Sasha at 
(510) 547-2424 x100 or Sasha@KehillaSynagogue.org.   

 

 

High Holy Day Tickets  
for the General Public 

Tickets to services  for the general public can be 
ordered on the website at 

http://kehillasynagogue.org/highholydays/  

Tickets will also be available 
 for purchase at the door. 

High Holy Days Schedule 
The Bird of Many Colors:  

A Pre-Holy Days Ingathering 
Saturday, September 24  

Social hour at 7:15, Program at 8pm 

Erev Rosh Hashanah at Scottish Rite Center  
Sunday, October 2, 6:30pm  

Rosh Hashanah at Scottish Rite Center  
Monday, October 3, 9:30am  

Rosh Hashanah Family & Youth Service 
 at Scottish Rite Center 
Monday, October 3, 10am 

Rosh Hashanah Toddler Services 
at Scottish Rite Center 

Monday, October 3, 10:15am 

Second Day Rosh Hashanah at Kehilla  
Tuesday, October 4, 9:30am 

Shabbat Shuvah at Kehilla 
Saturday, October 8, 10:30am 

Kol Nidre at Scottish Rite Center 
 Tuesday, October 11, 6:30pm  

Kol Nidre Family Service at Kehilla  
Tuesday, October 11, 6:30pm 

Kol Nidre Toddler Service at Kehilla  
Tuesday, October 11, 6:30pm 

Yom Kippur Day at Scottish Rite Center  
Wednesday, October 12, 9:30am  

Yom Kippur Youth Service for 6th-8th Graders 
at Scottish Rite Center 

Wednesday, October 12, 10am 

Yom Kippur Afternoon/Evening at Kehilla 
Wednesday, October 12 

2:00-4:30pm: Drop off potluck offerings* 
2:30-3:30pm: Workshops 

 4:30pm: Yizkor (Remembrance) 
5:15pm: Rabbi Burt Teaching, Healing Service & Dukhanen  

6:30pm: Ne’ila (Closing the Gates) 
8pm: Community Potluck Break-fast 

*Please bring a vegetarian main dish to share. Food can be 
dropped off at Kehilla between 2:00 & 4:30pm or at 7:45pm 

 

 

KKeehhiillllaa  HHiigghh  HHoollyy  DDaayyss  
22001166//55777777 

http://www.KehillaSynagogue.org.
http://www.KehillaSynagogue.org
mailto:Sasha@KehillaSynagogue.org.
http://kehillasynagogue.org/highholydays/
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Executively Speaking  
A New Year: Looking Ahead 

                                         by Michael Saxe-Taller, Executive Director 
      

       It is again that time of the Jewish 
cycle when we reflect on the past year    
and imagine the one that is coming.   
     This year, my first full Jewish year at 
Kehilla, was filled with important 

moments and solid growth for us as a congregation. We 
finished the year a stronger, more cohesive community. 
We have increased our membership, solidified our 
finances, updated our technology, prepared for an 
upcoming rabbinic transition and developed even more 
committed congregant leaders (for specifics, see my June 
Kol Kehilla article at http://kehillasynagogue.org/oh-
what-a-year/. I think we can be proud of all that we did 
to strengthen our community and to make constructive 
change in the communities around us. 
     I am jazzed for the year that is coming up. We enter 
the year planted on firm ground,  prepared to face the 
next important set of challenges for us as a community. I 
think these include: 
     Caring for our building – Our physical home is in need 
of some significant repair. In addition, we want our 
building to be more accessible and more welcoming to 
our own community and to those who join us.  
     Completing our Rabbinic transition – Rabbis David and 
Dev will be serving as Co-Rabbis for this year until the  

 
next stage of the transition occurs in July 2017. We will 
have many chances to appreciate Rabbi David for his 
years of work and to prepare for Rabbi Dev’s step into 
the senior rabbinic role. We will also be searching for a 
dynamic new Director of Kehilla School to join our Kehilla 
leadership team.  
     Addressing the issues of a growing community – 
Kehilla grew by 25 member households in the past year 
and we have reason to think that we will continue to 
grow this year as well. We will need to put attention to 
welcoming our new members, as well as to how we 
maintain our intimacy and individual care while we grow. 
     Thinking about our next 5-10 years – As our present 
day situation has become stable, we now have the 
opportunity to image our future as a congregation and to 
strategize and prioritize the steps that will get us there.    
The Kehilla Board and many of our other committees will 
have opportunities to do this kind of thinking. 
     I am excited for the opportunity to engage with you 
this year on these issues and on the many other aspects 
of Kehilla life.  
     May we all have a sweet year of working, building, 
growing and celebrating together as a community. 
L’Shana Tova

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

It's Membership Renewal Time! 

    It is time again for you to renew your annual Kehilla dues pledge. 

     We are excited to have a new membership renewal and registration process, a result of another one of our 
year’s major accomplishments - a new, upgraded database. We now have one form that is used for membership 
renewals, new memberships and religious school registrations. The form will combine all fees and allow you to 
set up a payment plan. We will also be able to automatically update your contact information into the database.  

     We strongly encourage everyone to renew their membership electronically. If you need a paper registration 
form, please contact Sasha Gottfried at 510-547-2424 x100 or Sasha@kehillasynagogue.org  

     You have recently received a letter and a couple of emails outlining the renewal/registration process. You can 
access the renewal/registration form by going to the to the Kehilla website or to the link in the renewal emails.  

     We deeply appreciate your membership in this community and look forward to another year together! 

  

http://kehillasynagogue.org/oh-
mailto:Sasha@kehillasynagogue.org
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Chai Elul Shabbat & 
New Member Welcome 

Saturday, September 10, 10am 

      Join our “Bima Team” for a spirited, musical service as 
we immerse in the month of Elul and prepare for the High 
Holy Days. Our newest members will receive a special 
honor during the Torah service, and we’ll kick off the 
morning with Ketzev Kehilla, our prayerful percussion 
orchestra. Come one, come all! Children most welcome! 
Vegetarian potluck luncheon to follow. Please bring a 
vegetarian dish to share.  Kiddush also sponsored by Ruth 
Goldstone & James Eder in honor of Ruth's mother Merle 
S. Goldstone's yartzheit. 

 

Solar Lights for Gaza Fundraiser & 
 Pre-Shabbat Potluck 

Friday, September 16, 5:30pm 
     This is a special pre-Shabbat Service gathering and 
potluck meal organized by Kehilla’s Greening Committee 
and Middle East Peace Committee. The purpose is to raise 
tzedakah for Rebuilding Alliance’s project to provide solar 
lights for the residents of Gaza where electricity is often 
available for only four or five hours in a day. This is 
especially needed by children who would otherwise study 
at night by hazardous candle or kerosene light. Guest 
speaker: Donna Baranski-Walker, founder of Rebuilding 
Alliance. We will have a Potluck Dinner in the Social Hall 
starting at 6:00.  Please bring a vegetarian or fish dish to 
share.  Followed by Kabbalat Shabbat Service at 7:30. (See 
article, p. 8.) 

 

Elul Shabbat Service with  
the Chevra Kadisha 

Saturday, September 17, 10:30am 

     Led by Rabbi David, Hazzan Shulamit, and Julie 
Nesnansky. Celebrating the completion of our “Sh’mira 
Readings Project.” Sh’mira is the ritual of staying with the 
body of the deceased in the period preceding the funeral 
during which the shomer (“guardian”) traditionally reads 
from the book of psalms. For our members, when they do 
Sh’mira, Kehilla’s Chevra Kadisha has assembled readings 
from innovative and interpretive translations of the psalms, 
some of which we will read at this service. We will have a 
short Torah reading that morning with one aliyah. 
Deuteronomy 22:6-12. If you want to chant this, email 
Rabbi David.  In the Fireside Room. Kiddush sponsored by 
the Chevra Kadisha. 

A Community Forum on the  
Movement for Black Lives Platform 

Study & Conversation 
Sunday September 18, 3:30 – 7:00pm 

     Join us as we come together to study the 
platform as a community and to listen deeply to 
what the Movement’s leaders are saying. Rabbi 
David, Rabbi Dev, Hazzan Shulamit, and Rabbi Burt 
have endorsed the Movement for Black Lives 
Platform as individuals.  We invite you to read the 
entire platform, either ahead of time or at the 
Forum.   
    Our intention is to create a community forum 
that centers the Platform’s demands for racial and 
economic justice, while making space for the 
complex emotional responses that may arise for us 
in relationship to Jewish identity, racial identity and 
all the aspects of ourselves that make each of us 
who we are. 
    ( See article on p. 9 for details.)  

Kehilla High Holy Days Art Reception 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Saturday, September 17, 3:30-6:30pm 

     Kehilla is honored to present a group show 
reflecting this year’s High Holy Days theme of 
Immigrants. Refugees. Longing. Home. For the first 
time, Kehilla will be using art to deepen our 
individual and collective connection to the High Holy 
Days. 
     Over 20 Kehilla members have contributed more 
than 30 pieces, including sketches, paintings, mixed 
media, ceramics, photos, and narrative. The work is 
both beautiful and powerful. We invite you to join us 
at the artists’ reception.  Thanks to the talent and 
generosity of our congregation, art will be displayed 
not only in the Fireside Room but throughout the 
synagogue. Light refreshments will be served. We 
look forward to seeing you there! 
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A Gym for Writers 
     Have you always wanted to explore writing and 
other writers, but need a supportive environment 
to get the ink going? Here's an open invitation for 
all those who'd like to discuss forming a Jewish-
based writing group. 
     The possibilities might include — a place where 
we can generate new writing based on prompts 
and other self-starters, exchange information 
about our favorite Jewish writers and poets, read 
together, or something else.  
      If interested, please contact Lenore Weiss at 
webcontentlw@gmail.com  with "Gym for 
Writers"  in the subject line.   

Yoga for Renewal: 
Rooted in Jewish Mystical Teachings 

with Julie Emden of Jewish LearningWorks 

 

Sunday, September 18, 2:00-4:00pm 

     Integrate, mind, body, heart and spirit. Enhance 
your practices for living in balance and wellness with 
this gentle, grounded Iyengar-based yoga and 
movement practice infused with themes of 
realignment and renewal for the Jewish New Year. 

     Location:  4th Street Yoga, 1809 4th St., Berkeley 
     Cost:  $25.   Register: yogasept20.eventbrite.com 

     Co-sponsored by 4th Street Yoga, Chochmat HaLev, 
Congregation Netivot Shalom, Kehilla Community 

Synagogue, Temple Sinai Oakland. 

     Contact: jemden@jewishlearningworks.org 
About Julie Emden:  Julie directs the Embodied Jewish 
Learning Initiative at Jewish LearningWorks. A graduate of 
five fellowship and certification programs related to her 
work as a Jewish Educator and as a Yoga, Movement and 
Dance Instructor, Julie holds a BA from the University of 
Michigan. She holds teaching certifications in Iyengar-
based yoga from the Yoga Room in Berkeley, in Yoga and 
Jewish Spirituality from Elat Chayyim Center for Jewish 
Spirituality, and in Movement-based Expressive Arts from 
Tamalpa Institute.  

 “We Are the Bridge” Exhibit Reception 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Sunday, September 18, 1- 3 pm 
     This exhibit showcases works by artists of multiple 
faith traditions, and is sponsored by the Faith Trio 
(Kehilla, Islamic Cultural Center, and Montclair 
Presbyterian).  It includes a large selection from the 
May 2015 interfaith exhibition held at the Islamic 
Cultural Center of Northern California. Kehilla artists 
Tamar Raine, Susan Freundlich and Lea Delson are 
represented in this exhibit, along with many other 
wonderful artists.  Free Reception with Music. 

 At Osher Marin JCC  
 200 North San Pedro Rd. San Rafael 

 
Mission Dolores Window by Lea Delson 

 

The Bird of Many Colors: 
A Pre-Holy Days Ingathering 

Saturday, September 24 
Shmooze: 7:15pm  Program: 8pm 

     Gather with us one week before Rosh Hashanah, as 
we turn together toward the Days of Awe. This year, 
rather than observing Selichot with a service, all are 
welcome to an evening of community, music, stories, 
meditation and reflection.  

      Join us in the social hall for a little nosh and 
socializing, followed by a program led by the Kehilla 
spiritual leadership and musical prayer leaders, as we 
focus our awareness and maybe set some intention for 
our experience of the holy days.   If you are new to 
Kehilla, or to Kehilla’s observance of the High Holydays, 
this evening is a lovely way to begin the experience.  If 
you’re accustomed to the Selichot services of the last 
few years, you’ll find a similar opportunity in this 
program for settling into intention and reflection. 

 

mailto:webcontentlw@gmail.com
mailto:jemden@jewishlearningworks.org
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"Mrs. Reiff And The Counterfeit Shop" 
by Stephanie Anne Johnson 

A Staged Play Reading 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Sunday, September 25, 5pm 

     We are delighted to present a staged reading of 
Stephanie Anne Johnson’s newest play. This 
autobiographical portrait begins when teenaged 
Stephanie looks into the window of an art store in 
Englewood, New Jersey. 
      Welcomed by Mrs. Reiff, the owner of the 
Counterfeit Shop, they develop a decades long 
friendship which transcends age, culture, race, and 
religion. There are flashbacks to highlight this 
historical moment on the East Coast when Black 
people and Jewish people shared common cause in 
the quest for social justice. A surprising cultural 
intersection is revealed at the end of the play. 
      Susan Felix, Bruce Bierman, and Stephanie Anne 
Johnson will be the readers. Bruce Bierman will lead 
participants in Jewish dance before an open 
discussion of this play in development.   
     People of all ages are welcome to attend this 
event.  Admission is free. Donations for the actors 
and technician will be gratefully accepted. 

In the Sanctuary 

 

Sukkot Shabbat: 
Friday Evening Potluck in the Sukkah 

 
Friday, October 21, 6:30pm 

    Bring the whole family and join us for a Sukkot 
dinner in the Sukkah (and/or Social Hall). This is not a 
ritual-heavy event – our major purpose is to 
celebrate and be happy which is the very purpose 
the Torah describes for the holiday. We’ll do a few 
blessings, then a potluck dinner, conversation, 
perhaps a chance for kids to make sukkah 
decorations, and then, as you choose to, do the ritual 
of blessing the lulav palm frond and shaking in 
blessing to all the world’s directions with Rabbi 
David.   Remember: Bring a veggie potluck dish to 
share and be joyous! (Fish okay, but no shellfish, 
please.) 

 

Annual Harvest Dinner of the Faith Trio 
“Solidarity: A Spiritual Necessity”  

 

 
Saturday evening, November 5 

 
6:15 Come early if you would like to be present at the 
Muslim evening service 
6:45 Multi-Faith Blessings, Potluck Dinner (see below) 
and Conversation 
 
     The Faith Trio is an alliance of Kehilla Community 
Synagogue, Islamic Cultural Center of Northern 
California, and Montclair Presbyterian Church. Every 
year we hold an autumn gathering. Often we have a 
theme for discussion at the tables. The opening 
question this year: “What is your earliest memory of an 
experience where you met someone from another 
religious background?” Our discussions will focus on 
the spiritual necessity for interfaith solidarity.  
Designated potluck: Kehilla members bring veggy 
salads (fish okay). 

At the Islamic Cultural Center of Northern California 
1433 Madison Street, Oakland near 14th Street 
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Kehilla Neighborhood Brunches Return! 
Sunday, October 16, 11:00am-1:00pm

If you have ever wanted to find out more about the 
Kehilla members in your neighborhood and to make 
connections in your local village - come to a Kehilla 
Neighborhood Brunch!   This year our brunch is on the 
day of the first evening of Sukkot. 

WHERE: We expect to have hosts for Berkeley, 
Richmond, South Oakland and the 
Rockridge/Temescal/Grand Lake/Piedmont area of 
Oakland. WHAT: The hosts will provide juice, coffee 
and tea.   

Guests are asked to bring vegetarian brunch items to 
share. 

Save the Date and look for further announcements in 
the weekly emails or call the office!  We hope to see 
you there!  If you are willing to volunteer your home, 
please email chesed@kehillasynagogue.org.  Your offer 
will be much appreciated. 

Shalom, 
The Chesed Committee 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Erev Simchat Torah Celebration!  
Monday, October 24 

 

 

 

 

at Chochmat HaLev   
2215 Prince St., Berkeley at Fulton. 

Join with all the Bay Area Renewal communities for 
a night of sacred and ecstastic dancing to live 
music and special Torah chanting to celebrate the 
conclusion of our High Holy Day journey.    

6:00pm  Special Kids Celebration with Jen Miriam 
and Alon Altman, dance and sing around the Torah 
with  puppets, music and friends 

6:30pm Vegetarian potluck dinner 

7:00 pm Maariv, Dancing and Torah service with 
the Shirat HaLev Musicians 

9:30 pm- Kiddush and refreshments 

Donation:  Members of participating organizations: 
$15-10   General Public $20-15   Children: $5 

Save the Date! 

The Buddha & The Ba’al Shem Tov 
With Zoketsu Norman Fischer, Rabbi Burt Jacobson &  

Rabbi Dev Noily  
Come celebrate Rabbi Burt's 80th Birthday! 

Saturday Evening, November 19, 7:30pm 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

   Our own visionary teacher Rabbi Burt and noted poet, 
meditation teacher and Zen Buddhist priest, Norman 
Fischer will be in dialogue, moderated by Rabbi Dev. They 
will explore parallels in the teaching and lives of the 
Buddha and the Ba’al Shem Tov, two enlightened teachers 
who saw the Divine everywhere, and taught the spiritual 
values of mystery, compassion, love and joy. 

   Come and celebrate Rabbi Burt’s 80th birthday and 50th 
year in the rabbinate! The dialogue will be followed by 
delectable desserts and drinks in the Social Hall. 

   PLEASE NOTE – We will be celebrating Rabbi Burt’s 80th 
throughout Shabbat on November 18 & 19.  We will have 
Kabbalat Shabbat services and oneg on Friday night, and 
special Shabbat morning services and lunch on Saturday. 

Sanctuary 
 

 

 

 

mailto:chesed@kehillasynagogue.org.
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Book Discussion Group 
All Kehilla members are welcome to join us for our customary meetings on the second Monday of the month at 7pm in 
the Fireside Room. These books are from the San Francisco Jewiish Community Library and there might be copies to 
borrow. 

Monday, September 12, 7pm 
The Fixer by Bernard Malamud 

     The Fixer (1966) is Bernard Malamud's best-known 
and most acclaimed novel -- one that makes manifest his 
roots in Russian fiction, especially that of Isaac Babel.  
Set in Kiev in 1911 during a period of heightened anti-
Semitism, the novel tells the story of Yakov Bok, a Jewish 
handyman blamed for the brutal murder of a young 
Russian boy. Bok leaves his village to try his luck in Kiev, 
and after denying his Jewish identity, finds himself 
working for a member of the anti-Semitic Black 
Hundreds Society. When the boy is found nearly drained 
of blood in a cave, the Black Hundreds accuse the Jews of 
ritual murder. Arrested and imprisoned, Bok refuses to 
confess to a crime that he did not commit. 
 

 

Monday, October 10, 7pm 
Mystics of Mile End by Sigal Samuel 

     Sigal Samuel’s debut novel, in the vein of Nicole 
Krauss’s bestselling The History of Love, is an imaginative 
story that delves into the heart of Jewish mysticism, 
faith, and family. In the half-Hasidic, half-hipster 
Montreal neighborhood of Mile End, eleven-year-old Lev 
Meyer is discovering that there may be a place for 
Judaism in his life. As he learns about science in his day 
school, Lev begins his own extracurricular study of the 
Bible’s Tree of Knowledge with neighbor Mr. Katz, who is 
building his own Tree out of trash. Meanwhile his sister 
Samara is secretly studying for her Bat Mitzvah with 
next-door neighbor and Holocaust survivor, Mr. 
Glassman. All the while his father, David, a professor of 
Jewish mysticism, is a non-believer. 

 
Solar Lights for Gaza Fundraiser & 

 Pre-Shabbat Potluck 
Please join Kehilla’s Greening and Middle East Peace Committees for a potluck dinner on  

September 16 at 5:30pm and fundraiser to support the children of Gaza. 

         Gaza is still recovering from fifty-one days of 
bombing in 2014. Electricity, water, and sewage systems 
are all still very fragile, and more than 17,000 people are 
still in temporary housing. Families there are affected 
daily by rolling black-outs. Far too often electricity is 
only available for 4 hours per day. Children must do 
their homework by dangerous kerosene lamps or 
candlelight. For the last year, the Rebuilding Alliance, a 
local non-profit organization, has been fundraising and 
shpping solar powered lights to Non-Governmental 
Organizations in Gaza. Our goal is to help raise funds to 
help them send the next pallet of 1,920 solar-powered 
lights to Gaza's children. 
     Our speaker for the evening will be Donna Baranski-
Walker, founder and Executive Director of Rebuilding 
Alliance, who was in Gaza in April to distribute the first 
pallet of solar lights. Rebuilding Alliance is working with 
Palestinian Non-Governmental Organizations in Gaza to 
distribute the solar lights to children and families in 
need. Donna will explain how Rebuilding Alliance is able 
to send the solar-powered lights through the blockade 
following pre-clearance by both Palestinian and Israeli 
Customs. She also will tell us about their NGO partners 
and some of the families she visited in Gaza. This will be 

a rare opportunity to hear directly from someone who 
has spent time in Gaza supporting children and families.  
     Rebuilding Alliance has already delivered three pallets 
of solar lights so children in Gaza can safely study and 
spend time with their families. There are 700,000 
children in Gaza.  Please join us on Sept. 16th to help 
Rebuilding Alliance send more Luci Lights to Gaza's 
children. 
     We will have a Potluck Dinner in the Social Hall 
starting at 5:30. Please bring a vegetarian or fish dish to 
share.  
     And please join us after dinner and the presentation 
for a spirited, musical Kabbalat Shabbat service to sing, 
meditate, dance, and rest in the joy and peace of 
Shabbat. Led by Hazzan Shulamit and Julie Nesnansky. 
     We hope you can join us on September 16 to hear first 
hand from our guest about her experience personally 
delivering solar lights to Gaza. But if you can’t make it, 
please make a donation to this great project!  
     You can donate at this link: 
https://commitchange.com/ca/burlingame-
94010/rebuilding-alliance/events/kehilla-for-gazas-
children 

https://commitchange.com/ca/burlingame-
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You’re Invited: 
A Community Forum on the Movement for Black Lives Platform: 

Study & Conversation 

Sunday September 18, 3:30 – 7:00pm 
by Rabbi Dev Noily 

     In early August the Movement for Black Lives 
Platform was published.  Organizers described their 
project this way: 

In response to the sustained and increasingly visible 
violence against Black communities in the U.S. and 
globally, a collective of more than 50 organizations 
representing thousands of Black people from across 
the country have come together with renewed 
energy and purpose to articulate a common vision 
and agenda. 
Our resistance and rebellion are not new, but like 
other times in history have come to a critical mass, 
and the bravery of those in Ferguson and across 
the country captured the attention of the world. A 
year ago, over 2,000 of us gathered in Cleveland to 
reflect on the state of our movement for liberation 
and celebrate our people, both those who have 
fallen and those who have survived. It was there 
that we began the process of uniting to articulate a 
shared vision of the world we want to live in. 

     The Platform articulates that sweeping and radical 
vision for racial and economic justice. It addresses 
reparations, education, healthcare, housing, policing, 
militarization (domestic and foreign), incarceration, 
criminalization, community control, and other aspects 
of U.S. society and policy that impact Black lives. 
     We’re excited to come together to study the 
platform as a community and to listen deeply to what 
the Movement’s leaders are saying. Rabbi David, 
Hazzan Shulamit, Rabbi Burt and I have endorsed the 
Movement for Black Lives Platform as individuals.  As I 
read the Platform I felt the tectonic plates of racial 
injustice in our country begin to shift.  In the profound 
language of the background pieces I could hear more 
of the stories of Black lives, deepening my awareness 
of the differences between my experience as White 
person and the experiences of so many Black people I 

live alongside.   I heard the Platform as a call to listen 
to Black voices, as a call to compassion, and as a call to 
join more fully in the M4BL struggle to root out the 
injustice that continues to rot the core of our country.  
This feels like an extraordinary historic moment to me, 
and I feel humbled and grateful for the Movement for 
Black Lives as path to justice for all of us. 
     We’d like Kehilla to consider endorsing the Platform 
as an organization as well. This Forum will be our first 
communal conversation about the Platform, and will 
help us to discern the next steps in this process.   
     The primary focus of our learning and 
conversations will be the current and historic 
experiences of Black people in the U.S., and the ways 
that White supremacy has operated, and continues to 
operate in our society and in our souls. 
     We invite you to read the entire platform, either 
ahead of time or at the September 18 Community 
Forum.  The first part of the afternoon will be devoted 
to studying the Platform.  You will find links to a 
summary of the Platform, and to the deeper analysis 
of each of its six parts on our website at this link: 
http://kehillasynagogue.org/event/a-community-
forum-on-the-movement-for-black-lives-platform-
study-conversation/  
     After doing text study with the Platform we’ll have 
a break and a nosh/snack.  The second half of the 
afternoon will be a compassionate listening-style 
session, where people gather in facilitated small 
groups to share their responses, reactions to and 
questions about the platform.  We will have at least 
one small group for People of Color.  We’ll end with 
everyone coming together to share highlights from the 
small group conversations.  You may come for the 
whole time, or just the first half, or just the second 
half.   [continued on p. 13.]

 

http://kehillasynagogue.org/event/a-community-
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New Adult Education Classes Fall 2016 

To Register for Classes: You can register and pay online at www.KehillaSynagogue.org (click on the 
"LEARN" link and then click on Adult Education), or send check payable to Kehilla to Kehilla, 

 1300 Grand Ave., Piedmont, CA 94610.  

 
 
“700 Benches: Experiencing Biblical Hebrew” 
Class 
Begins September 8, 6:30pm 
Taught by Jenna Kemp 
Have you ever wanted to read and understand Torah 
Hebrew? As a first phase in the launch of Kehilla’s new 
“700 Benches” beit-midrash program,  Kehilla is 
offering  a class designed to be an immersive 
experience in the language and structure of biblical 
Hebrew. What do we mean by “immersive?" Think of 
once a week jumping into the deep end of the pool—
with water wings as needed, swim buddies, and a 
lifeguard. 
This class is a multi-level beit-midrash in which 
students will learn the grammar that will allow them 
to begin reading biblical Hebrew without an English 
translation. Working primarily in chevrutah (pairs, 
small groups), we will learn grammar together, while 
simultaneously reading biblical narrative in Hebrew. 
People at all levels of Hebrew abilities are encouraged 
to join. Students will be expected to do some 
homework and memorization, but the emphasis is on 
concepts and resources that will allow you to begin to 
“swim” on your own! 
If you are interested in the class, but need some work 
on your aleph-bet, you will find resources to help get 
you up to speed on our website at this link: 
http://kehillasynagogue.org/online-hebrewbiblical-
text-resources/ 
Prerequisite: Aleph-bet and Vowels 
Dates:  Thursdays, Sept. 8- Sept. 29, Oct. 27, Nov. 3 (A 
six-session series) 
Time: 6:30-8:30pm 
Cost: $150 Kehilla members, $180 General Public.  No 
one turned away for lack of ability to pay the full 
amount. If you are unable to pay the full amount, 
please contact sjgrodin@comcast.net. 
Questions? Contact Jenna Stover-Kemp at 
jennakemp25@gmail.com or Sharon Grodin at 
sjgrodin@comcast.net. No one is turned away for lack 
of funds; please discuss this with us. 

 
 

 
 
Conversion Group  
Begins September 12, 7:30pm 
Led by Rabbi Dev Noily and Sharon Grodin 

 Kehilla’s conversion group is the communal portion of 
a process of individual inquiry that each participant 
anticipates will lead to adopting Judaism.  Kehilla’s 
spiritual leaders Rabbi Dev and Sharon Grodin are 
available to guide participants in their reading, 
selection of classes, and experiences that inform their 
education toward discernment about this decision. 
 The group is not an “introduction to Judaism” class, 
but rather a forum where participants reflect on and 
share insights about the studies and experiences each 
is undertaking within Kehilla and elsewhere.  The 
group meets once a month for 1-1/2 hours, which 
typically includes some learning together and 
responding to each others’ questions. Because this 
group is intended to support conversion in the 
context of Kehilla community, after the first two 
sessions, participants are expected to decide whether 
Kehilla is a good fit for them; if so, participants will be 
come members, and if not, participants will be 
supported in finding an alternative for their 
conversion studies. 
If you are interested in this group, please contact 
Sharon Grodin at sjgrodin@comcast.net.  
Dates:  Mondays, Sept. 12, Nov. 14, Dec. 12  
Cost: No charge (but see above about membership).  
Led by Rabbi Dev and Sharon Grodin. 
Location: Sanctuary/Buber Room 

 

http://www.KehillaSynagogue.org
http://kehillasynagogue.org/online-hebrewbiblical-
mailto:sjgrodin@comcast.net.
mailto:jennakemp25@gmail.com
mailto:sjgrodin@comcast.net.
mailto:sjgrodin@comcast.net.
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Adult Education (continued) 
 
"Drumming As Prayer" Class 
A Two-Class Series: September 18 & September 21 
Taught by Debbie Fier, Kehilla Musical Prayer Leader & 
“Heartbeat of the Service"  
     Drumming is an active form of meditation. It 
provides a wonderful way to be present, express 
yourself and learn how to drum with a group in sacred 
community space. At Kehilla, we are creating an 
intergenerational drum group, called Ketzev Kehilla, 
(the Beats of Kehilla), and we have been learning 
some of the rhythms for the Kehilla melodies and also 
drumming at our Chai Shabbat services. 
     This is a two-class series. It can be taken as a series 
or as individual classes. (However, if you want to 
drum at High Holy Days services, you must come to 
both classes.) 
       Those who wish to will have the opportunity to 
drum for our High Holy Days services at the Scottish 
Rite Center in Oakland. Participants who want to join 
us in drumming need to commit to coming to both 
classes of the series (exceptions may be made IF you 
have taken previous ‘Drumming as Prayer’ classes with 
Debbie. In those cases you must come to at least 1 
class). If you have taken this class before, and enjoy 
drumming in our Kehilla circle, please come to the 
class!  We will always learn new rhythms, practice new 
exercises and continue building on what we have 
previously done. 
     All ages and all levels welcome!  Please bring a 
drum if you have one.  If you need a drum for the 
class, please email Sasha@kehillasynagogue.org and 
we will do our best to provide one. Hand percussion 
(shakers, claves, etc.) will be provided. 
     Dates: Sunday, Sept 18 - 4-5:30 and Wednesday,  
Sept 21, 7-8:30 in the Fireside Room.  
    Cost:  2-class series: $36 members/ $46 non-
members; Individual class: $20 members/ $25 non-
members 
    Location: Fireside Room 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Chai Mitzvah Group Forming: “A Jewish Year” 
Begins Sunday, October 16, 5:30pm 

In response to many requests for a more structured, 
group-based program for exploring Judaism, Kehilla is 
offering a Chai Mitzvah group beginning in October.  
What is “Chai Mitzvah,” you ask?  It’s a curriculum and 
structure created by a Jewish-multidenominational 
(including Renewal) group of rabbis and educators, 
designed to support group study and a period of 
committed personal exploration.  No prior experience 
with Judaism or Hebrew is required.  Here’s what the 
creators have to say about it: 

“Chai Mitzvah is a unique adult engagement program 
that encourages an integrated, experiential approach 
to Jewish life through five simple components. Each 
participant:  

1. Attends monthly group learning with a set 
curriculum provided by Chai Mitzvah.  

2. Chooses an independent study topic for the year.  

3. Chooses a ritual/spiritual practice to take on for the 
year.  

4. Chooses a social action activity to commit to for the 
year.  

5. Celebrates the journey!”  

In our case, we’ve chosen “A Jewish Year” as an 
overarching theme. Participants will investigate and 
experience the Jewish calendar as it occurs, separately 
or together, as interests dictate.  Our mitzvah group 
will meet on third Sundays starting in October, with 
minimal costs set to cover our fee from Chai Mitzvah 
for the materials (the more participants, the lower the 
cost, but we are setting the initial registration fee 
$18/person for the 9-month period).  The group may 
decide to engage speakers or project leaders on 
particular topics and share the cost of that additional 
enrichment.  For more information about the 
program, see www.chaimitzvah.org.  For questions 
about our group, contact sjgrodin@comcastnet. 

Dates: Monthly for 9 months, beginning Sunday,  
Oct. 16, 5:30-7pm 

Cost: $18/person 

Location: Back classsroom, main floor 

mailto:Sasha@kehillasynagogue.org
http://www.chaimitzvah.org.
mailto:sjgrodin@comcastnet.
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Adult Education (continued) 
 

Elements of Magical Judaism 
Begins Monday, October 16, 6:00pm 
with Reclaiming* Teachers  
Jude Elf & Maggid Jonathan Furst 
Join us for a six-week exploration of Earth-based 
Judaism through the elements of Earth, Air, Fire, 
Water and Spirit. Develop personal practices and 
improvisational ritual co-creation skills, blending 
modern G!ddess-oriented magic with traditional 
Jewish and ancient Hebraic spirituality.  
Dates: Mondays, October 17 - November 21, 6pm  
Cost: $240-$90 sliding scale 
Location: Sanctuary 
For More Info: contact jfurst@pobox.com or  
415-516-4904 
*Learn more about Reclaiming here: 
http://www.reclaiming.org/  
Co-sponsored by the Jewitch Collective and Derech 
Ha'Aretz Outdoor Yeshiva 
 
I Never Knew Hebrew Could Be So Much Fun 
Class 
Begins Sunday, October 23, 10:30am 
Taught by Bracha Stone 
Once again Bracha is offering her fabulous course in 
beginning Hebrew. Absolutely no previous Hebrew 
experience is required or expected. Come and find out 
why you don’t have to know very much at all in order 
to have Hebrew take on a very special place in your 
life. Bracha loves to teach this class since adults tend 
to be very compliant students and they ask such 
serious questions. Form a community of like-minded 
adults, play games, sing songs and learn, learn, learn.  
Repeaters welcomed!! 

Dates:  Sunday, Oct. 23, 30, Nov. 6, 10:30am-11:45am 
Cost:  $54 members, $66 nonmembers 
Location: Given at the time of registration. 
Call Bracha for questions or concerns. 510-703-2220. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Personalizing Our Experience With Jewish 
Liturgy 
First meeting: Sunday, October 23, 6:30pm 
A new group convened by Bracha Stone 
Designed for those who want to explore an expanded 
and creative relationship to Jewish liturgy. While there 
is no expectation of a belief in "God," this group is 
designed for those who desire to personally connect 
to "something-bigger-than-us" and/or "the-wisdom-
deep-within-us." We will witness and be witnessed as 
we explore our attraction and creative responses to 
traditional Jewish prayer practice. We will meet 
together once a month for 5 months. We will also 
participate in a weekly email conversation concerning 
our intentions, and the challenges and blessings we 
experience as we enact our them. 
Dates:  First meeting is Sunday, Oct. 23, 6:30-8:30. 
There will be a meeting at the same time in the 
evening in November, December, January and 
February. Specific dates for each month will be 
determined by October 1st.  
Cost:  $120 members, $150 nonmembers 
Location: Given at the time of registration.  
Call Bracha for questions or concerns. 510-703-2220.  

A Class in the Poetic Word 
Begins Wednesday, October 26, 7pm 
Taught by Lenore Weiss 
Come learn about several outstanding twentieth-
century American Jewish poets, including a number of 
contemporary writers. The four-session class will 
examine work by poets who express diverse 
connections to the Jewish experience.  For the first 
hour of each session, we will examine and discuss the 
poet’s work. Using writing prompts from the readings, 
during the second hour we will respond to the poetry 
in whatever written form we choose. Open to all. No 
writing experience is required. Special guest visits by 
local poets. All lovers of the word are encouraged to 
participate. Bring a notebook and pen. 
Dates: Wednesday, Oct. 26, Nov.  9,  Nov. 23, Nov. 30, 
7-9pm 
Cost: $88 members, $112 nonmembers 
Location: Fireside Room 
 

mailto:jfurst@pobox.com
http://www.reclaiming.org/
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A Community Forum on the Movement for Black Lives Platform 
[continued] 
     Part of the platform, called Invest/Divest, deals 
with connections between U.S. military spending and 
interventions abroad on the one hand, and the lack of 
funding for domestic social needs and militarization of 
U.S. police on the other hand. This part of the 
platform also addresses U.S. military support for Israel 
and the unjust treatment of Palestinians under 
Occupation, using language that some Jewish people 
and organizations have objected to strongly.   
     Our intention is to create a community forum that 
centers the Platform’s demands for racial and 

economic justice, while making space for the complex 
emotional responses that may arise for us in 
relationship to Jewish identity, racial identity and all 
the aspects of ourselves that make each of us who we 
are.  
     Please be in touch with us if you have questions or 
feedback.  
     RSVP if you can  to Sasha@kehillasynagogue.org.  
 – it will help us a lot as we plan the afternoon. 

 
 

Join the 30th Annual G.R.I.P. Harmony Walk in Richmond 
To End Hunger & Homelessness-to Benefit the Greater Richmond Interfaith Program 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     On October 29, Greater Richmond Interfaith 
Program is hosting its 30th annual Harmony Walk/Run 
to End Homelessness in Richmond. Several Kehilla 
members and members of St. John’s Church joined a 
team last year in memory of David McPhail and Judy 
Abel, GRIP activists who both died in September, 
2015.  
     That team raised over $1,000 in support of the 
Souper Center, a program operated by GRIP, which 
serves meals to homeless and needy residents and 
also runs a family shelter. David and Irene, his wife, 
both Kehilla members, and Betty Young, started a 
group now called David’s Dinner Group which 
prepares a monthly meal for families staying at the 
GRIP shelter. Several Kehilla members, people who 
had been members of an El Cerrito church where 
David had ministered, and members of St John’s 
Presbyterian Church in Berkeley, are in the dinner 
group as well. 
     David did this Walk every year through 2014. 

Kehilla members have another opportunity this year 
to remember and honor David while helping to ease 
homelessness. 
     We encourage everyone’s participation in or pledge 
of money to the team. We will have a team name and 
a team page set-up with the Harmony Walk website 
by mid-September. 
     The web address with a link to our team page & 
further details will be provided in the Kehilla weekly 
e-mails.    
     Check-in on October 29 begins at 9:00 a.m. The Run 
starts at 10:30 a.m. The Walk starts at 10:45 a.m. You 
can walk or run for as much, or as little, a distance as 
you want.  And, there will be a festival in the park 
after the walk.  
     Please consider sending a donation or joining the 
team after the team page is setup. If you have 
questions about the team, feel free to contact Sue 
Goldberg directly at suegoldberg@sbcglobal.net 

 
Pictured: Alex Madonik, Ruthie Levin, Richard Speiglman, Sue Goldberg 

 

mailto:Sasha@kehillasynagogue.org.
mailto:suegoldberg@sbcglobal.net
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An Interview with Spiritual Leader Avi Rose 
by Bill Lazarus

     More refugees are 
fleeing persecution now 
than at any time since the 
end of World War II, says 
Avi Rose, who has spent 
most of his life as a political 
and social activist, and who 
now finds himself turning 
more and more to issues of 
immigration and the flood 
of people seeking safe 
haven. With millions of 
refugees left homeless and 
nationless as the result of 
warfare in Syria and 
elsewhere, Avi sees the 

Jewish response as extending “beyond empathizing. 
“It’s identifying,” he says. “We need to see ourselves 
as coming out of Egypt.” 

     “We were strangers. We know the heart of the 
stranger,” adds Avi, who is executive director of 
Jewish Family and Community Services East Bay . That 
“central narrative” of the Jewish people is a key these 
days to the work of JFCS. About 2,000 of the 8,000 
people it annually serves are refugees and other 
immigrants. While the work of JFCS has historically 
been geared toward helping the Jewish community, it 
is not exclusively so. Avi says, “Tikkun Olam is not 
about bringing healing only to the Jewish people. It’s 
about “olam.” It’s about the world as a whole.” 

     When Avi started work at JFCS in 2005, the agency 
was already involved with helping immigrants from all 
over the world. When the surge of Jewish immigration 
from the Former Soviet Union subsided in the 1990’s, 
JFCS began to serve people from other countries, 
including Afghanistan, Bosnia, Cambodia, Iran, Iraq 
and Syria. Many of these refugees are Muslims. JFCS 
currently helps numerous families from Afghanistan, 
many of whom were subject to persecution after 
assisting Americans in the war against the Taliban. 
JFCS also has devoted itself to helping LGBT refugees 
fleeing particularly harsh oppression because of their 
sexual orientation or gender identities. 

     As a youth, Avi grew up mostly in Phoenix in a 
liberal Jewish family, largely out-of-kilter with the 

mostly right-wing community. His dad hailed from the 
Bronx, and was himself the son of immigrant parents 
who made their way to the United States from 
Lithuania. When Avi was 13, he moved with his family 
to Sacramento, and soon started spending time in the 
Bay Area. It was the late 1960s and “politics, drugs and 
rock and roll — it was all here.” 

     Avi became a political activist in high school, and 
chose to go to college at Brandeis, which was a hotbed 
of leftist politics. While he came out as a gay man in 
college, his activism was focused more on anti-war 
work and economic issues. After college, he worked 
for a period as a union steward. Avi joined other 
progressive Jews in the Boston Committee to 
Challenge Antisemitism and became, in the 1980s, 
involved in New Jewish Agenda, a national 
organization that he co-chaired, and that focused on a 
wide variety of issues, including Mid-East peace, 
feminism, disarmament, LGBT rights, oppression in 
Central America and the sanctuary movement. Avi 
also took up work battling AIDS, and co-edited Twice 
Blessed, a book about gay and lesbian Jews. 

     While Avi was aware of immigration issues, it 
wasn’t then a focus of his work and activism. That 
changed in 2005 when he started at JCFS and found it 
“powerful” to be working to help both Russian Jews 
and Afghan Muslims. “I’m really impressed by the 
resilience of most of the refugees whom we are 
helping.  They are individuals with their own quirks, 
strengths and shortcomings, and most have 
experienced significant trauma. It is a huge 
undertaking to leave your home – everyone and 
everything you know – and start your life over again in 
a new country..” 

     While, culturally, the Bay Area is “really welcoming, 
economically, this is a really hard area to come to,” Avi 
says. As a result, families crowd into small living 
quarters together, and people work two or three jobs 
to get by. 

     At seders, Avi has hosted refugees. “It’s powerful to 
be at a seder with somebody who has recently had to 
‘leave Egypt,’” he says. Avi also asks, “What is more 
Jewish than resettling refugees?” He answers himself 
in a word. “Nothing.”
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A Note on the Israel/Palestine Values Survey 
by Rabbi David J. Cooper 

 
     Last month we send out to every member 
household a survey to determine support for a 
statement of values on Israel/Palestine. One could 
indicate where one stood on a spectrum from very 
much disagreeing to strong agreement (scale of 1 to 
5). 
     As of this writing, 141 responses have been 
received. 
     99 responses are 5’s – strongly agree. (71.7%) 
     26 are 4’s – generally agree (18.8%) 
     7 are 3’s – more or less neutral (5.1%) 
     3 are 2’s – generally disagree (2.2%) 

     3 are 1’s – very much disagree (2.2%) 
     In a few days, I will be reading the many written 
comments on the proposed wording and I plan to 
print some of them in the November Kol Kehilla, with 
the permission of their authors to print with ascription 
or anonymously. 
     The decision to adopt the statement as is (or with 
grammatical changes) will be in the hands of the 
Kehilla Board. Currently the plan is that in October the 
results of the survey and representative comments 
and suggestions will be forwarded to the Board for 
their consideration and action. 

 
Chevra Kadisha Sh'mira Readings Project 

 
    Kehilla’s Chevra Kadisha is pleased to announce the 
completion of our “Sh’mira Readings Project.”  We 
now have two beautiful volumes that can be used by 
the shomrim (“watchers”) –those who sit with the 
body of a community member who has died until the 
time of burial. 
    Traditionally, shomrim read Psalms during the 
sh’mira  (“watching”).  In Kehilla we have provided 
other readings—poetry and prose from Jewish and 
non-Jewish sources as well as portions of our liturgy—
so that each shomer might deepen his or her own 
reflections on the meaning of life and death.   
     As we embarked on revising and expanding these 
additional readings, our discussions and study led us 
to taking a closer look at The Book of Psalms as well.  
We looked at many different translations and 

interpretations and selected the one for each Psalm 
that we thought invoked the values of Jewish Renewal 
movement.  
     A small group from Kehilla’s Chevra Kadisha 
traveled to Boston in June to present a workshop on 
these readings and to discuss Kehilla’s approach to 
sh’mira at the annual K’vod v Nichum (“honor and 
comfort”) conference.  More than thirty people 
attended our workshop and received our presentation 
with great enthusiasm.   
     We will formally present Kehilla’s Readings for 
Shmira and Psalms for Shmira at the Morning Service, 
Sept 17.  We invite the entire community to join in 
our simcha and to learn more about the practice of 
sh’mira.   

 

Finding Your Spiritual Direction 
 
     Spiritual direction is a process of inner listening that 
enables individuals to discern the movement of the 
Spirit in their lives, so they can come to understand 
both the spiritual dimension and the spiritual direction 
of their experience. In this sense, spiritual direction is 
a pathway to teshuvah, toward finding one’s way back 
to the Source that birthed and sustains each of us.  

     Spiritual directors have been trained to help those 
seeking the Spirit to find direction. They also help 
seekers find appropriate spiritual practices. 

     Rabbi Burt offers individual Kehilla congregants 
hour-long meetings in spiritual direction. Any Kehilla 
member is entitled to such a session once a year 
without cost. Burt usually meets with congregants at 
Kehilla on Tuesday afternoons and evenings, several 
times a month. He also sees people at his home in El 
Sobrante at other times during the week. If you are 
interested in meeting with Rabbi Burt, please contact 
him at Rabburt@earthlink.net, or by calling 
510.283.5704. 

 
 

mailto:Rabburt@earthlink.net,
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Competing Death Penalty Initiatives on November Ballot 

by Beth Weinberger 
 

     This November we'll have a chance to vote again to 
repeal California's death penalty, replacing it with Life 
Without Possibility of Parole.  Unfortunately, a 
competing measure that would attempt to change the 
appeals process to expedite executions has caused 
confusion, especially as the latter measure's title is 
misleading.  So here's an explanation of each of the 
initiatives with recommendations in keeping with 
Kehilla policy. 

 
The Justice that Works Act of 2016—Proposition #62  

 This is essentially the same as Prop. 34 on the 
2012 ballot, which Kehilla supported.  It would replace 
the death penalty with life without the possibility of 
parole.  It would: 

 End state killing and eliminate the possibility 
of executing innocent people.  Since 1973, 
156 people, convicted of murder, have been 
exonerated, 3 of them in California. 

 Keep dangerous criminals from ever being 
released. 

 Save approximately $150 million a year that 
could be put to more productive use. 

 Increase to 60% the portion of wages earned 
by persons sentenced to life without parole 
that may go to victim restitution funds. 

Recommendation:  Support Prop. 62 
 
Death Penalty Reform & Savings Act of 2016—
Proposition #66 

  Prop. 66 attempts to “reform” a  failed death 
penalty system by changing the appeals process.  It 
would remove current safeguards, limit the ability to 
present new evidence of innocence and set unrealistic 
deadlines for trials and appeals.  The changed 

procedures and new deadlines would force hiring of 
hundreds of new, inexperienced attorneys at taxpayer 
expense. If it succeeded, it would: 

 Increase the chances of wrongful convictions 
and execution of innocent people 

 Interfere with our due process and appeals 
processes, which might be found 
unconstitutional after costly and lengthy 
lawsuits. 

 Authorize the state to house death row 
inmates in new prisons. 

 Model California's system after Texas' rapid 
execution mill. 

 Move appeals from the state Supreme Court 
to local county courts, prioritizing these cases 
and the shortened timelines.  It would 
overwhelm lower courts and severely limit 
their ability to hear other types of cases or 
conduct any other court business. 

Recommendation: Oppose Prop. 66 
 
        This fall you'll have a chance to hear more about, 
question and discuss these initiatives, as well 
as a number of others at a Kehilla Ballot Initiatives 
evening, October 17.  Mark your calendars and see 
Richard Speiglman's article, also in this issue, on some 
of the other initiatives, researched and recommended 
by Oakland Community Organizations (OCO.) 
     If you want more information now about the death 
penalty initiatives; if you want to help with the 
campaigns or donate to them, go to 
www.yeson62.com or contact me at 
bethw0104@mindspring.com.  

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Not Registered to Vote?  
 

Please contact karenrachels@gmail.com 
of Kehilla’s Economic Justice Committee 
She will help you get registered before 

the November election 

http://www.yeson62.com
mailto:bethw0104@mindspring.com.
mailto:karenrachels@gmail.com
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Community Discussion of Ballot Propositions and Local Measures 
by Richard Speiglman 

 
Monday, October 17, 7-9pm 

Kehilla Social Hall 
Sponsored by  

Kehilla Economic Justice Committee, Greening Committee and Anti-Death Penalty Action Group 

Bring yourself, your friends and your family, your questions and your answers 

     When I was a kid in Des Moines, reform Rabbi 
Edward Zerin (Temple B’nai Jeshurun) used to implore 
youth – perhaps it was at our B’nai Mitzvot – to be 
“informed, participating Jews.”  I may have taken this 
to be the 11th Commandment, and I think the 
instruction was responsible for my 50-something years 
of reading at least the local, state, and national news 
sections of the daily newspaper.  Sometime later, a 
sociology professor suggested that the important 
news appears in the business section.  We won’t get 
into the question of sports news. 

     I never fully understood the Jews part of the 
obligation.  But nevertheless I’m pretty sure the 
informed/participating charge includes voting and, to 
the extent possible, understanding the implications of 
your vote prior to casting it. 

     In their length, California ballots present a serious 
challenge.  We need each other’s help to become well-
informed prior to voting.  Instead of sitting home 
alone the night before the election frantically trying to 
decide how to vote on propositions and local 
measures, on the evening of October 17th please join 
other community members to discuss ballot 
measures. 

 Bring your sample ballot (and your mail-in or 
absentee ballot if you have one) 

 Join discussion of some of the most important 
state and local ballot measures (if only we had 
time to tend to all of them!) 

 Written materials on all the state propositions 
and some local measures will be available, 
including recommendations from Kehilla, 
Oakland Community Organizations (OCO), and 
other organizations 

 Kehilla members and others actively engaged 
in working on some of the measures will offer 
brief presentations 

 
See the next page for OCO's recommendations on 

several state, county, and City of Oakland issues.  
We’ll have expanded endorsement information by 
October 17th.   

 
Please forward information on other measures, or 

for other localities, to Richard or Beth: 

rspeiglman@sbcglobal.net  

bethw0104@mindspring.com   

Or bring the information with you on October 17th.   

If possible, RSVP to Beth or Richard (see their 
contact information above.) 

mailto:rspeiglman@sbcglobal.net
mailto:bethw0104@mindspring.com
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Oakland Community Organizations 

Recommendations on CA, Alameda County, and City of Oakland issues 

Number Title or focus Content OCO 
endorsement 

State Propositions 

55 Tax extension 
Extends the temporary personal income tax on 
incomes over $250,000 to fund education and 

health care (Prop 30 extension) 
Support 

56 Tobacco tax Increases the cigarette tax to $2 / pack Support 

 57 Public Safety & 
Rehabilitation Act 

Increases parole chances for felons convicted of 
non-violent crimes and provides more 

opportunities to earn credits for good behavior 
Support 

 62 Death penalty Repeals the death penalty in CA Support* 

64 Adult Use of Marijuana Act 
Legalizes adults’ growing, possessing, and using 

marijuana for nonmedical purposes, with certain 
restrictions; establishes regulatory system for 

legal market.  

Neutral 

Alameda County Measures 

A Affordable Housing bond 
(property tax) 

Funding for a variety of approaches to promote 
affordable housing  Support 

Oakland City and School District Measures  

JJ Protect Oakland Renters 
Act  

Strengthen tenants’ rights by requiring owners to 
petition through the Rent Board for rent increases 

above annual CPI, extending just cause eviction 
protections to buildings built through 1995, and 

increasing Rent Board transparency and 
accountability 

Support 

LL 
Form civilian oversight 
commission of police 

department 
Promotes civilian oversight of police department Support 

KK 
Infrastructure 

improvements bond 
(property tax) 

Funding for a variety of improvements to streets, 
sidewalks, public buildings, and some funds for 

affordable housing 
Neutral  

HH Tax distributors of sugar-
sweetened beverages 

Promotes public health by raising price of sugar-
sweetened beverages Support 

G1 Oakland Unified School 
District  bond (parcel tax) 

Funds educator salary increases and middle 
school improvements (as of last draft seen) No vote (yet) 

* Kehilla recommends a yes vote on Prop. 62 and a no vote on Prop 66 (which would speed-up 
executions).  See accompanying article, “Competing Death Penalty Initiatives on November Ballot" on 
p. 17. 
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Seeking Shelter in the Days of Awe:  
 Immigrants and Refugees, Longing and Home 
[continued from p. 1] 
 
You can read a more complete description of our 
theme below.  Throughout the High Holy Days season 
and beyond, we’ll be integrating the spiritual practices 
of this time with ways to learn about and respond to 
the crises of migration that are shaking our world.  
During High Holy Days services we’ll hear from some 
of the folks in our community about their experiences 
with immigrants and refugees.  We’ll also have 
resources available during services about how to 
connect with local groups and join in efforts to 
respond.   
    And in the months following the High Holy Days, 
we’ll host a series of four community workshops, 
featuring congregants working to support immigrants 
and refugees.  The workshop topics are: Considering 
Offering Housing to a Refugee; Being Part of an 
Accompaniment Team for an Immigrant Family or 
Unaccompanied Minor; Immigration Policy, Advocacy 
and Intersectionality with Economic and Racial Justice 
Issues; and Kehilla as Sanctuary/Refuge for 
Immigrants.  
    May our practice during this season help each of us 
grow toward greater wholeness, joy, compassion and 
justice. 
    Our Theme for 5777:  Immigrants and Refugees, 
Longing and Home  
    A river goes out from the first place that was home, 
to water the garden, and from there it divides and 
becomes four headwaters. (Bereshit 2:10) 
    In the beginning all was one, undifferentiated and 
whole.  To come into the joy of embodied life is also to 
come into separateness.  And to be separate is to long 
for reconnection, to yearn for wholeness and for 
home.  The Yamim Nora’im (High Holy Days) point us 

in the direction of home, and outfit us for the promise 
and uncertainty of the journey.  We soften our hearts 
and open lines of communication with people we’ve 
hurt and who have hurt us.  We practice 
accountability, forgiveness, compassion and 
generosity.  We touch those who are dear to us with 
an extra measure of tenderness and gratitude. 
    This year we set out on this path in a world of 
growing displacement and migration. People forced 
from their homes by war, violence, poverty, drought, 
gentrification, and a swiftly changing climate are 
fighting for survival and searching for a refuge where 
they and their families can be safe.  Some in Kehilla 
are personally impacted, and many in our community 
are stepping up to help--by working to end structural 
violence, by challenging the economics underlying 
displacement, by offering loving personal support to 
immigrants and refugees, by fighting for policies that 
welcome immigrants and refugees, and by joining the 
struggle against deportation, targeting and 
discrimination against people who are undocumented.  
    As a community this year we will enter the inner 
landscape of exile and return.  We’ll encounter the 
stranger who dwells within us, and the stranger who 
dwells among us.  Together we will turn toward this 
tidal wave of displacement, expanding our capacity to 
welcome and support the growing number of 
immigrants and refugees in our midst.  As Torah 
teaches (Lev. 19:33-34), When a stranger resides with 
you in your land, you shall not wrong them.  The 
stranger who resides with you shall be to you as one of 
your citizens; you shall love them as yourself, for you 
were strangers in the land of Mitzrayim. 
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Coming Soon: Pronoun Stickers for Your Nametag 
by Hazzan Shulamit Wise Fairman, Lynn Bravewomon and Rabbi Dev Noily 

  
   As Davey Shlasko writes in the 
Trans*Ally Workbook, 
    “Most of the time, most people 
are on autopilot about pronouns. 
They call all women she, her and 
hers, and all men he, him and his. 
But being on autopilot doesn’t 
always work. Sometimes—
especially, but not only, when 
talking about trans* people—it can 
lead you to call someone a pronoun 
that isn’t what they’re usually 
called or what they want to be 
called.”  
     We are continuing to make 
Kehilla a more welcoming and 
inclusive space for all of our 
members.  All of us appreciate it 
when other people see us as who 
we are.  For  trans* people 
pronouns can be a constant source 
of being seen and affirmed when preferred pronouns 
are used by others; conversely the absence of 
accurate pronouns denies a critical piece of 
recognition and affirmation of identity. 
     Kehilla’s intention to build gender pronoun 
language in our community culture is part of gender-

inclusion efforts that reverse the 
invisibility caused when the wrong 
pronouns are used. 
     As a community of spiritual practice, 
it feels especially important that Kehilla 
be a place where everyone can be seen 
and affirmed in all of who we are.  So 
soon you’ll see a set of pronoun 
stickers next to our nametags. 
 Everyone has the option to add a 
pronoun sticker to your nametag, to let 
others know which pronouns you use.  
By using a sticker, cisgender people can 
support others in our community for 
whom “pronoun autopilot” doesn’t 
work well. 
     Whatever our gender identity, all of 
us have some experiences of resonance 
with the gender we were raised in, and 
some experiences of dissonance with 
the gender we were raised in.  We can 

all lean into those experiences to cultivate our 
compassion for ourselves and each other as we 
navigate this complex and shifting terrain of gender 
identity. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
    

    

A vocabulary moment: 

trans* refers to people whose 
gender identity is different from 

the gender identity they were 
assigned at birth, including 

people who are transgender, 
genderqueer, gender-

nonconforming, gender non-
binary, gender fluid, gender 

fabulous people. 

Cisgender refers to people 
whose gender identity is, for the 

most part, aligned with the 
gender they were assigned at 
birth and in which they were 

socialized. 

Kehilla Sings! 

 
         Interested in being part of a Kehilla Choir this Fall 
and Winter? We may offer this opportunity through 
our Adult Ed program with Bon Singer, a veteran 
cantor and synagogue choir director who has also 
directed Ya'Elah and Kitka.  
     PLEASE click on the following link and fill out a short 
questionnaire by Aug 28 to help us discern whether 
and how to move forward, and pass it on to your 
friends! 

 https://goo.gl/forms/Vd6jFONpn4IphBrK2 

https://goo.gl/forms/Vd6jFONpn4IphBrK2
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The Annual Kehilla Membership Retreat:  
Toward Further Improvements in Accessibility  

by Marilyn Golden & Don Stone 

In our debrief after another successful annual retreat, Kehilla’s Retreat Committee discussed how to achieve further 
improvements in the accessibility of the retreat to all members. Below is a report.  It addresses all dimensions of 
accessibility including affordability, access to the location, planning issues, and mobility access.  
 

Addressing Accessibility  at the Annual Kehilla Summer Retreat

     In the Retreat Committee’s debriefing of this year’s 
retreat, one focus of discussion has been about the 
accessibility challenges of Bort Meadow. There are 
various kinds of accessibility needs, including   
affordability, location, registration constraints, and 
physical mobility, all which contribute to the retreat 
location and experience being attractive and 
welcoming. 
     Affordability. We’ve had many comments that our 
past weekend retreats at retreat centers were out of 
the price range of many individuals and especially 
families—even with elective camping such as at Walker 
Creek Ranch.  
    Location issues: We have had requests for a location 
that is easy to get to on a Friday afternoon for people 
who want to camp the first night—and also for people 
who want make a round trip on Saturday. At Bort 
Meadow and at Walker Ranch, there is lack of cell 
phone reception. This can limit some members’ 
capacity to take part. Sometimes at Bort, there have 
been difficulties getting in and out of the locked gate 
when no one was on duty Friday.  
     Planning flexibility.  We need a site that is big 
enough that it does not require us to commit to a 
certain attendance well in advance. It helps to have 
flexibility that allows for final week commitment to 
attending, or even the day-of. Camping or easy 
commuting helps last minute planning and increases 
the numbers attending—about 25-30% of participants 
sign up or show up the last week. 
     Physical mobility. Challenges come with bumpiness 
or steepness of the terrain, any steps (none at Bort 
Meadow), accessibility to bathrooms (new Bort 
Meadow bathrooms are wheelchair accessible, though 
far from activities), parking availability, drop-off option 
for those needing it, and distance between the 
different stations—food, service, bathrooms, drop-off 
spot. We have had requests from people with mobility 
needs to have more accommodations so that they can 
attend either Bort Meadow, or another site.  
     Given these parameters, we are proceeding in the 
following manner: 

      *Reserve Bort Meadow for a weekend in July 2017 
(already have requested 7/14-16/2017, will hear back 
in late October if we got it). 
     *Tell anyone interested that we welcome their 
research on an alternative site that takes into account 
the factors mentioned above (our deposit for Bort 
Meadow, assuming we get our request, will be small 
enough to forfeit if we find a better site). 
     *Be proactive in responding to accessibility needs. 
Build into the reservation process a way to 
communicate specific needs and figure out best 
practices to meet them. For instance, the registration 
form/website will have a contact person for 
accessibility needs when we start to advertise next 
year’s retreat—Marilyn Golden may be filling this 
function. So coming up with solutions to specific needs 
can be creatively addressed well in advance. 
     Several congregants have already volunteered to 
assist with accessibility issues, including suggesting 
other sites/centers and being available to accompany 
individuals needing assistance to navigate at Bort 
Meadow, which is largely relatively flat, though the 
ground has a bumpy, uneven surface. 
     *Research alternative means of conveyance to 
transport individuals from point to point at the Bort 
Meadow site, possibly in ways that make use of the 
assistance from a volunteer. This research has already 
begun, with an initial finding that vehicles like golf carts 
are probably too expensive to own, rent, or transport 
from rental locations. Kehilla may have access to one 
or more ordinary wheelchairs that can be used. Or, all 
terrain wheelchairs may be one possibility. There may 
be other ways to deal with the bumpy terrain between 
the car turn-around and the dining tables that are not 
dependent upon volunteer assistance, and allow for 
more independent movement. 
     *Other concerns, suggestions, or ideas, regarding 
Kehilla Retreat accessibility issues or how to address 
them? Want to volunteer your assistance? 
     Contact either Marilyn Golden 
at mgolden@dredf.org, or Don Stone 
at donstone1@aol.com or 510-703-0073. 

mailto:mgolden@dredf.org,
mailto:donstone1@aol.com
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On the Origins of Kehilla: 
Social Justice 

                                                     by Rabbi Burt Jacobson 
Note: This is the fifth of a series of 
personal essays on the beginnings of 
Kehilla. Each article shares the 
origins of one or more of the ideals 
and/or values that motivated me to 
start Kehilla. The essays are adapted 

from the manuscript of the book I am in the process of 
completing, tentatively titled There is Only One Love: 
The Ba’al Shem Tov in the Modern World. 
     My passion for social justice came from my mother, 
Gert Jacobson. As the chairwoman of the Anti-
Defamation League in Cleveland during World War II, 
she tried to awaken the Jewish community to the Nazi 
atrocities in Europe. When our family moved to Texas 
in 1947, Gert became the chairwoman of the Anti-
Defamation League in San Antonio. In that capacity she 
worked with teachers in the public schools, instructing 
them on how to promote racial, ethnic and religious 
tolerance in their classrooms.  
     My mother’s commitment to social justice stemmed 
from her father, Ruby Goldberg. My grandfather, who 
was born in Romania, was a women’s tailor. A secular 
Yiddish-speaking Jew, he was strongly drawn to 
socialism. He became a negotiator for the International 
Ladies’ Garment Workers Union in New York. My 
mother remembered him coming home from the 
negotiations, infuriated by the tightfisted attitudes of 
the factory owners. He would go to the kitchen, pick up 
a carving knife and bang it repeatedly on the counter. 
“Those G… d…. bosses, those G… d…. bosses, they 
won’t give us a nickel! They won’t give us a nickel! 
      I did not hear that story until I was an adult, but I 
learned about the biblical prophets as a young student 
in the religious school of Temple Beth El in San 
Antonio. I came to admire the commitment of the 
Reform movement to social justice. 
       Yet, I did not study the words of the biblical 
prophets until I entered rabbinical school. In 1961, as a 
second-year student at the Jewish Theological 
Seminary, I took a seminar with Abraham Joshua 
Heschel on the prophets. By this time, Heschel was well 
on his way to becoming the most well-known Jewish 
religious thinker in the United States.  
       Heschel had completed his dissertation on the 
prophets in the late 1930s in Germany, just as the Nazi 
regime had come into power. In the late 1950s he 
decided to rewrite the book in English. The members of 

our seminar were privileged to read the galley proofs 
of The Prophets with him.  
    In the book’s introduction, Heschel wrote: 
     The things that horrified the prophets are even now 
daily occurrences all over the world. There is no society 
to which Amos’ words would not apply. 

Listen to this, you merchants who crush the 
poor,and trample on the needy! You who are 
thinking,“When will this New Moon festival  
finally be over so that we can sell our grain, and 
this Sabbath day, so we can market our wheat? 
Then we will tamper with the scales, making the 
bushel-measure smaller and the shekel-weight 
bigger. And then we can make slaves of the 
poor, buying them for their debt of a piece of 
silver or a pair of sandals, and we will even get 
paid for moldy wheat.”YHWH, the Pride of Israel, 
has sworn: ‘’I will never forget what you have 
done!’  Amos 8:4-7 

      Indeed, [Heschel continued] the sort of crimes and 
even the amount delinquency that fill the prophets of 
Israel with dismay do not go beyond that which we 
regard as normal, as typical ingredients of social 
dynamics. To us, a single act of injustice—cheating in 
business, exploitation of the poor—is slight; to the 
prophets, a disaster. To us injustice is injurious to the 
welfare of the people; to the prophets, it is a 
deathblow to existence; to us, an episode; to them, a 
catastrophe, a threat to the world.  
     Heschel’s prose was incandescent. I found his ability 
to enter the consciousness of the prophets utterly 
remarkable. As a result, the voices of the prophets 
have both stirred and haunted me throughout my life. 
     In the following years I found myself especially 
drawn to Amos, the first of the literary prophets, who 
focused almost exclusively on the necessity for social 
justice. Amos seemed totally relevant to the political 
climate of the late 1960s. Indeed, the Reverend Martin 
Luther King, Jr., who became Heschel’s friend and 
colleague, often cited Amos’ words. The day before he 
was assassinated in 1968, King delivered a speech in 
support of the striking sanitation workers in Memphis, 
in which he said:    

"Somehow the preacher must have a kind of fire 
shut up in his bones. And whenever injustice is 
around he must tell it. Somehow the preacher must  
[continued on next page] 
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On the Origins of Kehilla (continued) 
 
be an Amos, who said, “When God speaks, who can 
but prophesy?” Again with Amos, “Let justice roll 
down like waters and righteousness like a mighty 
stream.”  

       In the late 1960s I taught classes about Amos and 
his message to both high school students and adults. I 
emphasized the prophet’s fiery denunciations of 
corruption, wealth, luxury, perversion of justice and 
superficial religion.  

       As I thought about starting a synagogue in the early 
1980s, the fierce voice of Amos called out to me. I felt 
that this radical prophet of justice simply had to be 
given a platform in a city like Berkeley, which had been 
strongly identified with rapid social change, civic 
unrest, and political upheaval in the 1960s and ‘70s. 
The political Left was still robust and there were 
moral/political issues— the Israel-Palestine conflict, 
nuclear weapons, central American refugees—that 
cried out to be dealt with from a prophetic religious 
perspective. 

 
Thank you for Your Generosity 

 

Bar/Bat Mitvah Program 
Susan Coto McKenna and Rafael Coto 

General Fund 
Jane Weisbin and Charles Reilly 

Nueva Esperanza Accompaniment Teams (NEAT) 
Hope Friedman 
Irene McPhail 

Carolyn Schour 
Herbert Salomon and Marcia Liberson 

Simone Masson 
Lisa Rothman 
Ralph Silber 

Sandy Vaughn 
And members of Kehilla's three Accompaniment Teams 

Rabbi's Discretionary Fund 
David Levine and Laurel Zien

All Congregants Deserve A Safe Home 

If you or anyone in your home is experiencing: 
     >Child abuse  
     >Elder abuse  
     >Dependent adult abuse  
     >Teen dating violence 
     >Intimate partner violence (domestic violence) 
    The Kehilla Committee Against Abuse (CAA), working along side the Spiritual Life Practices Committee (SLPC), is 
here to help you become or remain safe.   If you are experiencing any kind of abuse, please call: Steven Falk, long-
time Kehilla member, at (510) 708-0517; Julie Patrusky, experienced domestic violence counselor and long-time 
Kehilla member, at (510) 528-0299; or Rabbi David at (510) 547-2424 x103.   Call the Shalom Bayit (Peace in the 
Home) helpline for counseling and advocacy for teen dating violence and domestic violence issues at: (866) SHALOM-
7 (742-5667) toll-free within the Bay Area or (510) 451-7233 (SAFE) outside the Bay Area.
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September 2016 
Fri., Sept. 2, NO Kabbalat Shabbat service tonight. 
Please join us on Friday night, Sept 16.  

Sat., Sept 3, 10:30am, Elul Shabbat Service on the 
Marina – Rosh Chodesh. Yes, it is one month to go to 
Rosh Hashanah and at this special outdoor service on 
the Marina we will celebrate the New Moon of Elul 
which includes Hallel, the musical holiday celebration 
prayers, led by Beth Dickinson. Discussion led by Rabbi 
David on our High Holy Day theme on our how our 
work on immigration and refugees connects to our 
Jewish path. Check the website for location. Bring a 
chair with you and prepare to dress warmly. Kiddush to 
follow.  Please bring vegetarian finger foods to share, if 
you are able.  

Tues., Sept. 6, 7:30pm. Middle East Peace Committee 
Meeting. Back classroom. 

Wed., Sept. 7, 7:50am Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room. (Enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview.)  Doors open at 7:50 a.m., 
short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30, 
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. 

Wed., Sept. 7, 6:30pm  Spiritual Life Practices 
Committee Meeting.  Fireside Room. 

Thurs., Sept. 8, 4-6pm. Kehilla School. Please enter 
through the kitchen door. 

Thurs., Sept. 8, 6:30pm. "700 Benches: 
Experiencing Biblical Hebrew." Taught by Jenna Kemp 
First class of the series.. (See details on p. 10)  

Fri., Sept. 9, 6:30pm, Friday Night Peace Walk with 
Rabbi David and OCO. This is an easy opportunity to 
really be part of the movement for peace in our own 
community led by Oakland Community Organizations’ 
Ceasefire campaign. Rabbi David has affirmed to OCO 
that we will try to have at least ten Kehilla folk join him 
at these walks for community peace.. The campaign is 
many-sided, including the training and mobilization of 
neighborhood peace interveners, the retraining of 
police, and a weekly peace walk with local 
congregations to support a “culture of peace and 
healing” in neighborhoods at risk. Rabbi David reports 
that he has done this about 10 times and it is an 

especially nice way to meet people from across the 
spectrum of Oakland communities.Meet inside First 
Mt. Sinai Church, 1970 86th Ave. For info, call 510-606-
5064.    

Sat., Sept. 10, 10am. Chai Elul Shabbat and New 
Member Welcome. Join our “Bima Team” for a 
spirited, musical service as we immerse in the month of 
Elul and prepare for the High Holy Days. Our newest 
members will receive a special honor during the Torah 
service, and we’ll kick off the morning with Ketzev 
Kehilla, our prayerful percussion orchestra. Come one, 
come all! Children most welcome! Vegetarian potluck 
luncheon to follow. Please bring a vegetarian dish to 
share.  Kiddush also sponsored by Ruth Goldstone & 
James Eder in honor of Ruth's mother Merle S. 
Goldstone's yartzheit. 

Mon., Sept. 12, 7pm. Book Discussion Group. We will 
discuss The Fixer by Bernard Malamud. Fireside Room. 
(See p. 8 for details.) 

Mon., Sept. 12, 7:30pm. Conversion Group. Buber 
Room. (See p. 10 for details.) 

Tues., Sept. 13, 7pm. Generosity Committee meeting. 
Fireside Room. 

Wed., Sept. 14, 7:50am Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room. (Enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview.)  Doors open at 7:50 a.m., 
short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30, 
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. 

Thurs., Sept. 15, 4-6pm. Kehilla School. Please enter 
through the kitchen door. 

Thurs., Sept. 15, 6:30pm. "700 Benches: 
Experiencing Biblical Hebrew." Taught by Jenna Kemp. 
(See details on p. 10.)  

Fri., Sept. 16, 5:30-7:30pm Solar Lights for Gaza 
Fundraiser and Pre-Shabbat Potluck: This is a special 
pre-Shabbat Service gathering and potluck meal 
organized by Kehilla’s Greening Committee and Middle 
East Peace Committee. The purpose is to raise 
tzedakah for Rebuilding Alliance’s project to provide 
solar lights for the residents of Gaza where electricity is 

Kehilla Community Synagogue 
1300 Grand Avenue (at Fairview) 

Piedmont, CA  94610 
(510) 547-2424 

Please come fragrance-free to all Kehilla events, 
for the health of people with respiratory conditions 

and chemical sensitivities. 
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often available for only four or five hours in a day. This 
is especially needed by children who would otherwise 
study at night by hazardous candle or kerosene light. 
(See article p. 8 .) Guest speaker: Donna Baranski-
Walker, founder of Rebuilding Alliance. We will have a 
Potluck Dinner in the Social Hall starting at 5:30.  Please 
bring a vegetarian or fish dish to share.  

Fri., Sept. 16, 7:30pm, Kabbalat Shabbat with Hazzan 
Shulamit, Julie Nesnansky, and Beth Dickinson. Join us 
for a soulful and spirited musical evening to welcome in 
the joy and peace of Shabbat.  Kiddush to follow. 
Please bring veggie finger foods to share! 

Sat., Sept. 17, 10:30am, Elul Shabbat Service with our 
Chevra Kadisha, at Kehilla led by Rabbi David, Hazzan 
Shulamit, and Julie Nesnansky. Celebrating the 
completion of our “Sh’mira Readings Project.” Sh’mira 
is the ritual of staying with the body of the deceased in 
the period preceding the funeral during which the 
shomer (“guardian”) traditionally reads from the book 
of psalms. For our members when they do Sh’mira, 
Kehilla’s Chevra Kadisha has assembled readings from 
innovative and interpretive translations of the psalms 
some of which we will read at this service. We will have 
a short Torah reading that morning with one aliyah. 
Deuteronomy 22:6-12. If you want to chant this, email 
Rabbi David.  In the Fireside Room. Kiddush sponsored 
by the Chevra Kadisha. 

Sat., Sept. 17, 3:30-6:30pm. Kehilla High Holy Days Art 
Reception. Fireside Room and throughout the building. 
(See announcement, p.4 for details.) 

Sun., Sept. 18, 3:30-7pm. A Community Forum on the 
Movement for Black Lives Platform Study & 
Conversation. With Kehilla leaders, staff, and 
members.  (See article, p. 9 for details.) Buber Room. 

Sun., Sept. 18, 1- 3 pm, “We Are the Bridge” Exhibit 
Reception at Osher Marin JCC in San Rafael. Sponsored 
by the Faith Trio (Kehilla, Islamic Cultural Center, 
Montclair Presbyterian). Includes at least two artists 
who are Kehilla members, Lea Delson and Susan 
Freundlich. 200 North San Pedro Rd. San Rafael 94903. 

Sun., Sept. 18, 2pm.  Yoga for Renewal. Rooted in 
Jewish Mystical Teachings. With Julie Emden of Jewish 
LearningWorks.  Co-sponsored by Kehilla.  4th Street 
Yoga, 1809C 4th Street, Berkeley, CA 94710. $25 Public 
/$20 members of co-sponsoring organizations. 
Register: tinyurl.com/yoga918.  

Sun., Sept. 18, 4pm. "Drumming As Prayer" class with 
Debbie Fier. Fireside Room. (See p. _ for details.) 

Wed., Sept. 21, 7:50am Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room (Enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview)  Doors open at 7:50 a.m., 

short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30, 
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. 

Wed., Sept. 21, 7pm. "Drumming As Prayer" class with 
Debbie Fier. Fireside Room. (See p. 11 for details.) 

Thurs., Sept. 22, 4-6pm. Kehilla School. Please enter 
through the kitchen door. 

Thurs., Sept. 22, 6:30pm. "700 Benches: 
Experiencing Biblical Hebrew." Taught by Jenna Kemp. 
Back classroom, main floor. (See details on p. 10.)  

Fri., Sept. 23,  6:-9:00 Bar/Bat Mitzvah Shabbat 
Celebration: This evening is for all Bar Bat Mitzvah 
family members and is a required part of the BBM 
Program. Come to the synagogue to welcome in the 
new school year and the New Year with a festive 
Shabbat evening. We will begin with a short table 
service followed by a vegetarian potluck.   Fireside 
Room & Sanctuary. 

Fri., Sept. 23,  6:30pm Tot Shabbat.  For babies and 
children up to 5 years old (or older if they enjoy it) and 
their grown-ups. Led by Jen Miriam Kantor, Alon 
Altman and Jen’s puppet friends. Please bring a 
vegetarian potluck dish.  Social Hall. Childcare will be 
provided upon request. 

Sat., Sept. 24, No Shabbat Morning service – Join us 
tonight for Pre-Holy Days Ingathering. 

Sat., Sept. 24. The Bird of Many Colors: A Pre-Holy 
Days Ingathering: 7:15pm schmooze with 
refreshments in the Social Hall, program begins at 8pm.  
Gather with us one week before Rosh Hashanah, as we 
turn together toward the Days of Awe. This year, rather 
than observing Selichot with a service, all are welcome 
to an evening of community, music, stories, meditation 
and reflection.  Join us in the social hall for a little nosh 
and socializing, followed by a program led by the 
Kehilla spiritual leadership and musical prayer leaders, 
as we focus our awareness and maybe set some 
intention for our experience of the holy days.   If you 
are new to Kehilla, or to Kehilla’s observance of the 
High Holydays, this evening is a lovely way to begin the 
experience.  If you’re accustomed to the Selichot 
services of the last few years, you’ll find a similar 
opportunity in this program for settling into intention 
and reflection. 

Sun., Sept. 25, 8:15am-4pm, ROPES course for Bar/Bat 
Mitzvah Students. Students will carpool together to 
the spectacular Fort Miley for a day of fun, adventure 
and an exploration of team building activities. BBM 
families will receive more information about this in the 
mail. 
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Sun., Sept. 25, 1:15-3:30 pm. Interfaith Environmental 
Activity with the Faith Trio (Kehilla, Islamic Cultural 
Center, Montclair Presbyterian). This interfaith activity 
involves removing non-native plants in Joaquin Miller 
Park. Four more volunteers from Kehilla are still 
needed. To volunteer, call Lea Delson 510-528-6725. 

Sun., Sept. 25, 9am. Joyfully Jewish for 
Kindergarteners. Back classroom, main floor. 

Sun., Sept. 25, 5pm. "Mrs. Reiff and the Counterfeit 
Shop," a staged play reading by Stephanie Anne 
Johnson. Sponsored by Kehilla. A touching portrait of 
the friendship between a Black teenager and a 
Holocaust survivor in the 1960s.(See details, p. 6.) 

Tues., Sept. 27, 6:45pm. (Dinner at 6:15)  Board of 
Trustees Meeting. All are welcome. Fireside  Room. 

Wed., Sept. 28, 7:50am Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room. (Enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview.)  Doors open at 7:50 a.m., 
short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30, 
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. 

Thurs., Sept. 29, 4-6pm. Kehilla School. Please enter 
through the kitchen door. 

Thurs., Sept. 29, 6:30pm. "700 Benches: 
Experiencing Biblical Hebrew." Taught by Jenna Kemp. 
Back classroom, main floor. (See details on p. 10.)  

Fri., Sept. 30.  No Services. 
 

October 2016 
Sat., Oct. 1, 10:30am, Elul Shabbat Service at Kehilla 
with Sharon Grodin and Julie Nesnanksy, a smaller 
service in the Fireside Room, with music and reflection.   
  
Sun., Oct. 2, 6:30pm, Erev Rosh Hashanah services at 
Scottish Rite Center, 1547 Lakeside Drive, Oakland.  For 
both adults and children, start at 6:30pm. Sermon by 
Rabbi Dev.  
 
Mon., Oct. 3. Rosh Hashanah services. SERVICES WILL 
END before 12:45! at Scottish Rite Center, 1547 
Lakeside Drive, Oakland. Our leaders are determined to 
conclude the service  in time for tashlich and lunch at a 
reasonable hour. 
8:30 – 9:15am. Silent Meditation Space - 3rd Floor 
9:30am – 12:40pm. Main Rosh Hashanah Morning 
Service, beginning with Ketzev Kehilla with Kehilla’s 
Spiritual Leaders, Hazzan Shulamit and our Musical 
Prayer Leaders 
10:00 – 11:15am. Family and Youth Service with Rabbi 
Dev Noily, Sandra Razieli, Natalie Boskin, and Musical 

Prayer Leader Beth Dickinson and surprise guests! 
Children, teens and adults welcome. 

10:15 - 11:15am. Rosh Hashanah Toddler Services with 
Jen Miriam and Alon Altman. Geared towards babies, 
tots, and kids up to 5 years olds and their grown ups or 
families. 
12:45-12:55pm, Tashlich at Lake Merritt (across the 
street from services) with Rabbi David. 

 Tues., Oct. 4, 9:30am-12:30pm, Second Day Rosh 
Hashanah Services at Kehilla, 1300 Grand Avenue, 
Piedmont, with Rabbi Chaya Gusfield and Eve Decker. 
Kehilla Sanctuary. Receive the replenishment of 
contemplative song, story, and silence. Rabbi Chaya 
Gusfield and Buddhist teacher and musician Eve Decker 
use the beautiful complement of Jewish and Buddhist 
teachings, music, and spiritual practices to delve deeply 
into the essence of this holy day. A more intimate 
service for the second day. 

Wed., Oct. 5, 7:50am Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room. (Enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview.)  Doors open at 7:50 a.m., 
short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30, 
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. 

Wed., Oct. 5, 6:30pm. Spiritual Life Practices 
Committee meeting. Fireside Room. 

Wed., Oct. 5, 7:30pm. Middle East Peace Committee 
Meeting. Fireside Room. 

Thurs., Oct. 6. No Kehilla School. 

Fri., Oct. 7, 7:30pm. NO Kabbalat Shabbat services. 
Please join us for Shabbat Shuva on Saturday morning, 
Oct 8. Our next Kabbalat Shabbat service with Hazzan 
Shulamit will be on November 4.   

Sat., Oct. 8, 10:30am. Shabbat Shuva Service at 
Kehilla.  Join Howard Hamburger and Julie Nesnansky 
for the special Shabbat service situated within the Ten 
Days of Awe. We take the themes of the High Holydays 
and we explore them in the context of Shabbat in a 
smaller service context. Kiddush sponsored by Beth 
Weinberger in memory of her mother, Frieda 
Weinberger, and by Amy Bat Tzipora in memory of her 
beloved Bubbies, Zaydies, mother and father. 

Mon., Oct. 10, 7pm.  Book Discussion Group.  We will 
discuss Mystics of Mile End by Sigal Samuel. Fireside 
Room. 

Tues., Oct. 11, 6:30pm. Kol Nidre Service (for grown 
ups) at Scottish Rite Center, 1547 Lakeside Drive, 
Oakland. Judaism’s most cherished prayer sung once a 
year, Kol Nidre, kicks off a day of collective 
introspection. Sermon by Rabbi David. 
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 Tues., Oct. 11, 6:30pm. Family Kol Nidre Service (for 
children and family) at Kehilla, 1300 Grand Avenue, 
Piedmont Led by Rabbi Dev Noily & Lior Ben-Hur.  
Geared toward children ages 6-12.  Children of all ages 
and adults welcome. 

Tues., Oct. 11, 6:30pm, Toddler Kol Nidre Service (for 
babies and tots) at Kehilla, 1300 Grand Avenue, 
Piedmont Led by Jen Miriam and Alon Altman.  A 
musical, spiritual journey geared toward kids up to 5 
years old and their grown ups.  

Wed., Oct. 12. Yom Kippur Morning Services 
at Scottish Rite Center, 1547 Lakeside Drive, Oakland 
8:30am- 9:15am, Silent Meditation Space 
9:30am,  Main Yom Kippur Morning Service 
10:00am- 11:00am, Youth Services  (6th - 8th grades) 

 Wed., Oct. 12. Yom Kippur Afternoon/Evening 
Services & Activities at Kehilla, 1300 Grand Avenue, 
Piedmont 
2:00- 4:30pm Drop off potluck offerings at Kehilla (or 
bring them at 7:45pm) 
2:30-3:30 pm Workshops 
4:30 pm Yizkor (Remembrance of those who died) 
5:15 pm Rabbi Burt sermon, Healing Service & 
Dukhanen (Priestly blessings) 
6:30 pm Ne’ila (Closing the Gates) 
8:00pm-9:30pm Community Pot Luck Break-Fast at 
Kehilla. Please bring a vegetarian main dish to share. 
Food can be dropped off at Kehilla between 2:00 & 
4:30 p.m., or at 7:45 p.m. 

Thurs., Oct. 13. No Kehilla School. 

Fri., Oct. 14, 6:30pm, Friday Night Peace Walk with 
OCO. Usually Rabbi David is on these walks but may be 
out of town this weekend. But Kehilla people have 
been coming, so it would be great to continue to have 
our shul’s participation in David’s absence. This is an 
easy opportunity to really be part of the movement for 
peace in our own community led by Oakland 
Community Organizations’ Ceasefire campaign. The 
campaign is many-sided including the training and 
mobilization of neighborhood peace interveners, the 
retraining of police, and a weekly peace walk with local 
congregations to support a “culture of peace and 
healing” in neighborhoods at risk. The neighbors there 
support these walks and it has always been peaceful 
and friendly. It’s a nice way to meet people from across 
the spectrum of Oakland communities who support 
Ceasefire efforts. Meet inside First Mt. Sinai Church, 
1970 86th Ave. For info, call 510-606-5064.   

Sat. Oct. 15, 10:30am. Shabbat Service with Sharon 
Grodin and Beth Dickinson. As we read the poem that 
comprises parashat Haazinu (Deuteronomy 32), we can 

see the influence of the theology of the prophets on 
this chapter. Of course, the prophets were centuries 
after Moses, so this is a much later insert into the 
Torah with a very different way of seeing God. What 
was this theology and how does it connect to later 
Jewish spirituality and to our social activism today? We 
will especially look at Deuteronomy 32:37-40. Kiddush 
to follow. Bring a veggy potluck dish to share. Fireside 
Room. 

Sun., Oct. 16, 11am-1pm. Kehilla Neighborhood 
Brunches. 

Sun., Oct. 16, 5:30pm. Chai Mitzvah Group. Back 
classroom, main floor.   (See details, p. 11.)  

Mon., Oct. 17, 7-9pm. Community Discussion of Ballot 
Propositions and Local Measures.  Sponsored by the 
Economic Justice Committee, the Greening Committee 
and Anti-Death Penalty Action Group. Social Hall. (See 
article, p. 17.) 

Mon., Oct. 17, 6:30pm. "Elements of Magical Judaism" 
class. Taught by Jude Elfe & Jonathan Furst. Sanctuary.  
(See p. 12 for details.) 

Wed., Oct. 19, 7:50am Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room. (Enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview.)  Doors open at 7:50 a.m., 
short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30, 
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. 

Wed., Oct. 19, 7pm. Economic Justice Committee 
Meeting. Social Hall. 

Thurs., Oct. 20, 4-6pm. Kehilla School. Please enter 
through the kitchen door. 

Fri., Oct. 21, 6:30pm, Sukkot Shabbat Friday Evening 
Potluck in the Sukkah. Bring the whole family and join 
us for a Sukkot dinner in the Sukkah (and/or Social 
Hall). This is not a ritual-heavy event – our major 
purpose is to celebrate and be happy, which is the very 
purpose the Torah describes for the holiday. We’ll do a 
few blessings, then a potluck dinner, conversation, 
perhaps a chance for kids to make sukkah decorations, 
and then, as you choose to, do the ritual of blessing the 
lulav palm frond and shaking in blessing to all the 
world’s directions with Rabbi David. At Kehilla 
Remember: Bring a veggy potluck dish to share and be 
joyous. 

Sat., Oct. 22, 10:30am. Sukkot Shabbat with Special 
Procession.  Appropriate for everyone in the family. 
Join Rabbi David & Julie Nesnansky as we celebrate 
Sukkot with a joyous musical service and processions 
(“hakafot”) with lulav followed by Kiddush in the 
sukkah. Bring veggie finger food to share. 
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Mon. Oct. 24. Simchat Torah Celebration at Chochmat 
HaLev  2215 Prince St., Berkeley at Fulton. 
Join with all the Bay Area Renewal communities for a 
night of sacred and ecstastic dancing to live music and 
special Torah chanting to celebrate the conclusion of 
our High Holy Day journey.    
6:00pm  Special Kids Celebration with Jen Miriam and 
Alon Altman, dance and sing around the Torah with  
puppets, music and friends 
6:30pm Vegetarian potluck dinner 
7:00 pm Maariv, Dancing and Torah service with the 
Shirat HaLev Musicians 
9:30 pm- Kiddush and refreshments 
Donation:  Members of participating organizations: 
$15-10   General Public $20-15   Children: $5 

Tues., Oct. 25, 6:45pm. (Dinner at 6:15)  Board of 
Trustees Meeting. All are welcome. Fireside  Room. 

Wed., Oct. 26, 7:50am Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room. (Enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview.)  Doors open at 7:50 a.m., 
short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30, 
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. 

Wed., Oct. 26, 7pm. A Class in the Poetic Word. Taught 
by Lenore Weiss. Fireside Room. (See p. 12 for details.) 

Thurs., Oct. 27, 4-6pm.  Kehilla School. Please enter 
through the kitchen door. 

Thurs., Oct. 27, 6:30pm. "700 Benches: 
Experiencing Biblical Hebrew." Taught by Jenna Kemp. 
(See details on p. 10)  

Fri., Oct. 28, 6:30pm, Tot Shabbat. For children up to 5 
years old (or older if they enjoy it) and their grown-ups. 
Led by Jen Miriam Kantor, Alon Altman and Jen’s 
puppet friends. Please bring a vegetarian potluck dish. 
In the Social Hall. 

Sat., Oct 29, 10:30am.  Shabbat Service and Torah 
Study with Rabbi David and Beth Dickinson. Here we go 
again! We are starting the Torah anew from the first 
parasha of the Torah. We will be looking at the mythic 
Garden of Eden story and how it has been 
reinterpreted in traditional and modern midrash (such 
as by Lilith Magazine and John Steinbeck). During the 
service, rather than chanting the Torah we will study 

and discuss Chapter 3 of Genesis. Followed by Kiddush. 
Bring veggie finger food to share. 

Sat., Oct.29, 9am. 30th annual Harmony Walk/Run to 
End Homelessness in Richmond, hosted by the Greater 
Richmond Interfaith Program (GRIP). Check-in 9:30am. 
Walk begins 10:30am.The web address with a link to 
our team page & further details will be provided in the 
Kehilla weekly e-mails. You can walk or run for as 
much, or as little, a distance as you want.  And, there 
will be a festival in the park after the walk. (See 
announcement, p. 14.) 

Sun., Oct. 30, 2:30-5:00, (1) Nuts and Bolts Workshop 
for Parents & (2) Interactive Discussion with Shalom 
Bayit for Bar/Bat Mitzvah Students 
(1) is required for parents, (2) is highly recommended 
for Students 
   Parents who have previously gone through the 
program will be coming to and share their nuts and 
bolts experiences about planning for the whole year, 
including sharing details about how to keep things 
organized, as well as kiddush and party planning. 
Simultaneously, Zephira Derblich-Milea from Shalom 
Bayit will be presenting her award-winning workshop, 
“Love Shouldn’t Hurt.” www.shalom-bayit.org/teen 
In this workshop, students will have the opportunity to 
learn and discuss about how to build and maintain 
healthy relationships.    
For questions or to request childcare for BBM related 
activities, contact sandra@kehillasynagogue.org.  

Mon., Oct. 31, 6:30-9:30pm. "Elements of Magical 
Judaism" class. Taught by Jude Elfe & Jonathan Furst. 
Sanctuary.  (See p. 12 for details.) 

Sat., Nov. 5, 6:45pm. Annual Harvest Dinner of the 
Faith Trio (Kehilla, Islamic Cultural Center, Montclair 
Presbyterian). Come early at 6:15 if you would like to 
be present at the Muslim evening prayer. Followed by 
multi-faith blessings before dinner. Designated potluck: 
Kehilla members bring veggy salads (fish okay). 
Muslims, Jews and Christians eating together and an 
opportunity to discuss the subject of the evening: 
Solidarity: A Spiritual Necessity. At the Islamic Cultural 
Center, 1433 Madison Street, Oakland. 
 

 
  

http://www.shalom-bayit.org/teen
mailto:sandra@kehillasynagogue.org.
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Kehilla Community Synagogue 
Please use the following number for all staff:  (510) 547-2424 

Co-Rabbi, David J. Cooper 
Rabbidavid@kehillasynagogue.org 

Co-Rabbi, Dev Noily  
RabbiDev@kehillasynagogue.org 

Executive Director,  Michael Saxe-Taller 
Michael@kehillasynagogue.org 

Managing Director, Beth Bittle 
Beth@kehillasynagogue.org 

Hazzan Shulamit Wise Fairman 
Shulamit@kehillasynagogue.org 

Bar/Bat Mitvzah Program Director, Sandra Razieli 
Sandra@kehillasynagogue.org 

Founding Rabbi, Burt Jacobson   (510) 283-5704 
RabBurt@earthlink.net 
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Communications Coordinator,  
Sasha Gottfried 
Sasha@kehillasynagogue.org 

Youth Programs Coordinator,  
Natalie Boskin  
Natalie@kehillasynagogue.org 

Bookkeeper, Molly Melamed 
Molly@kehillasynagogue.org 

Events Line: 

Fax: (510) 547-2442 

Chevra Kadisha: 
Jane Hoberman: 510-843-6047 

Committee Against Abuse: 
Steven Falk: 510-339-0517 

Spiritual Life Practices Committee Chair:  
Shoshana Finacom 
Spirituallife@kehillasynagogue.org 
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              High Holy Days 5777/2016 
                     Seeking Shelter in the Days of Awe:  
            Immigrants and Refugees, Longing and Home 
                                                    by Rabbi Dev Noily 

     In March of this year a 
group of Kehilla members 
working on immigration 
issues called a meeting to 
connect people in our 
community who are involved 

in all kinds of work and service with immigrants and 
refugees, and the laws and policies affecting them. 
    Here are some of the ways people who came to the 
meeting are engaged: 

 Working with Nueva Esperanza to form 
accompaniment teams who provide direct 
support to newly arrived Central American 
immigrants; 

 Supporting LGBT refugees through the Jewish 
Family and Community Services of the East 
Bay LGBT refugee resettlement program ; 

 Working with Jewish Voice for Peace doing 
neighborhood canvassing focused on 
welcoming refugees and ending Muslim 
profiling; 

 Participating in monthly vigils at the ICE West 
County Detention Facility to support 
immigrant detainees and their families; 

 Exploring Kehilla's potential to be a sanctuary 
synagogue for those who face deportation; 

 Providing legal or counseling services to 
immigrants; 

 Providing direct or financial support for Syrian 
and other refugees in Europe, through the 
Hebrew Immigrant Aid Society (HIAS) and 
other agencies; 

 Working with the East Bay Interfaith 
Immigration Coalition; 

 Providing support to Syrian refugees coming 
to the U.S. 

    I left that meeting inspired and moved by the 
incredible energy among people in the Kehilla 
community.  There are so many ways that so many 
people are supporting immigrants and refugees, 

fighting against deportations and human rights 
abuses, and advocating for policy changes that reflect 
our commitment to welcome people who are fleeing 
war, persecution and social and economic turmoil.   
    One thing that came up at the meeting was the 
need to let more people know about the work that’s 
happening, and to help more people join in.  How 
could we get word out about where contributions are 
needed and how people contribute—whether 
someone has an occasional few hours or dollars to 
give, or has housing to share, or can offer an ongoing 
gift of time? 
    When the Spiritual Leadership team (Rabbi David, 
Hazzan Shulamit, Avi Rose, Rabbi Burt, Howard 
Hamburger, Sandra Razieli, Sharon Grodin and myself) 
met to consider our theme for this year’s High Holy 
Days, “immigrants and refugees” emerged as a 
compelling choice.  We saw at least a trio of 
interconnected reasons to dig into this ground:  (1) the 
urgent humanitarian and justice issues underlying the 
unprecedented migration underway, (2) the energy 
already flowing in Kehilla to address the crises, and (3) 
the potential for our coming together for High Holy 
Days to help more people respond to the crises.  
    One more reason to let ourselves be guided by this 
theme is its profoundly rich spiritual terrain.  
Experiences of seeking refuge, migrating, yearning for 
home and offering harbor and kindness to those 
fleeing from danger open up the big questions that all 
of us sometimes face in moments of stillness.  What is 
the sense of disorientation, separateness or apartness 
that we sometimes feel? How do we come to be at 
home in the world and in ourselves? What is our 
longing for connection and at-one-ment—where does 
it come from, and where can it lead us? What are our 
personal and communal histories of migration and 
how do they shape us? How can we move toward 
harmony and balance between our unique individual 
experience and our shared connection to all that is? 

[continued on p. 19]
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Renew Your Membership Now! 
    Kehilla members in good standing will automatically 

receive complimentary admission to High Holy Day 
services when you renew your membership for 2015-16.  

Your admission to High Holy Day services will be your 
name at the door, along with your name tag.  

    To renew your membership, please visit our website at 
www.KehillaSynagogue.org.     

 

Discounts 
On First-Time Membership 

    We are offering a discount on membership dues 
through December 1, 2016. Dues are $200 for Adults 
under 30, and $660 for Adults 30 and over, and will 
include tickets to all High Holy Day services. Conversely, 
any payment made for High Holy Day tickets can be 
applied to the cost of membership. Payment plans can be 
arranged. 

   Visit the website at www.KehillaSynagogue.org and 
click on “JOIN” for more information, or  contact Sasha at 
(510) 547-2424 x100 or Sasha@KehillaSynagogue.org.   

 

 

High Holy Day Tickets  
for the General Public 

Tickets to services  for the general public can be 
ordered on the website at 

http://kehillasynagogue.org/highholydays/  

Tickets will also be available 
 for purchase at the door. 

High Holy Days Schedule 
The Bird of Many Colors:  

A Pre-Holy Days Ingathering 
Saturday, September 24  

Social hour at 7:15, Program at 8pm 

Erev Rosh Hashanah at Scottish Rite Center  
Sunday, October 2, 6:30pm  

Rosh Hashanah at Scottish Rite Center  
Monday, October 3, 9:30am  

Rosh Hashanah Family & Youth Service 
 at Scottish Rite Center 
Monday, October 3, 10am 

Rosh Hashanah Toddler Services 
at Scottish Rite Center 

Monday, October 3, 10:15am 

Second Day Rosh Hashanah at Kehilla  
Tuesday, October 4, 9:30am 

Shabbat Shuvah at Kehilla 
Saturday, October 8, 10:30am 

Kol Nidre at Scottish Rite Center 
 Tuesday, October 11, 6:30pm  

Kol Nidre Family Service at Kehilla  
Tuesday, October 11, 6:30pm 

Kol Nidre Toddler Service at Kehilla  
Tuesday, October 11, 6:30pm 

Yom Kippur Day at Scottish Rite Center  
Wednesday, October 12, 9:30am  

Yom Kippur Youth Service for 6th-8th Graders 
at Scottish Rite Center 

Wednesday, October 12, 10am 

Yom Kippur Afternoon/Evening at Kehilla 
Wednesday, October 12 

2:00-4:30pm: Drop off potluck offerings* 
2:30-3:30pm: Workshops 

 4:30pm: Yizkor (Remembrance) 
5:15pm: Rabbi Burt Teaching, Healing Service & Dukhanen  

6:30pm: Ne’ila (Closing the Gates) 
8pm: Community Potluck Break-fast 

*Please bring a vegetarian main dish to share. Food can be 
dropped off at Kehilla between 2:00 & 4:30pm or at 7:45pm 

 

 

KKeehhiillllaa  HHiigghh  HHoollyy  DDaayyss  
22001166//55777777 

http://www.KehillaSynagogue.org.
http://www.KehillaSynagogue.org
mailto:Sasha@KehillaSynagogue.org.
http://kehillasynagogue.org/highholydays/
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Executively Speaking  
A New Year: Looking Ahead 

                                         by Michael Saxe-Taller, Executive Director 
      

       It is again that time of the Jewish 
cycle when we reflect on the past year    
and imagine the one that is coming.   
     This year, my first full Jewish year at 
Kehilla, was filled with important 

moments and solid growth for us as a congregation. We 
finished the year a stronger, more cohesive community. 
We have increased our membership, solidified our 
finances, updated our technology, prepared for an 
upcoming rabbinic transition and developed even more 
committed congregant leaders (for specifics, see my June 
Kol Kehilla article at http://kehillasynagogue.org/oh-
what-a-year/. I think we can be proud of all that we did 
to strengthen our community and to make constructive 
change in the communities around us. 
     I am jazzed for the year that is coming up. We enter 
the year planted on firm ground,  prepared to face the 
next important set of challenges for us as a community. I 
think these include: 
     Caring for our building – Our physical home is in need 
of some significant repair. In addition, we want our 
building to be more accessible and more welcoming to 
our own community and to those who join us.  
     Completing our Rabbinic transition – Rabbis David and 
Dev will be serving as Co-Rabbis for this year until the  

 
next stage of the transition occurs in July 2017. We will 
have many chances to appreciate Rabbi David for his 
years of work and to prepare for Rabbi Dev’s step into 
the senior rabbinic role. We will also be searching for a 
dynamic new Director of Kehilla School to join our Kehilla 
leadership team.  
     Addressing the issues of a growing community – 
Kehilla grew by 25 member households in the past year 
and we have reason to think that we will continue to 
grow this year as well. We will need to put attention to 
welcoming our new members, as well as to how we 
maintain our intimacy and individual care while we grow. 
     Thinking about our next 5-10 years – As our present 
day situation has become stable, we now have the 
opportunity to image our future as a congregation and to 
strategize and prioritize the steps that will get us there.    
The Kehilla Board and many of our other committees will 
have opportunities to do this kind of thinking. 
     I am excited for the opportunity to engage with you 
this year on these issues and on the many other aspects 
of Kehilla life.  
     May we all have a sweet year of working, building, 
growing and celebrating together as a community. 
L’Shana Tova

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

It's Membership Renewal Time! 

    It is time again for you to renew your annual Kehilla dues pledge. 

     We are excited to have a new membership renewal and registration process, a result of another one of our 
year’s major accomplishments - a new, upgraded database. We now have one form that is used for membership 
renewals, new memberships and religious school registrations. The form will combine all fees and allow you to 
set up a payment plan. We will also be able to automatically update your contact information into the database.  

     We strongly encourage everyone to renew their membership electronically. If you need a paper registration 
form, please contact Sasha Gottfried at 510-547-2424 x100 or Sasha@kehillasynagogue.org  

     You have recently received a letter and a couple of emails outlining the renewal/registration process. You can 
access the renewal/registration form by going to the to the Kehilla website or to the link in the renewal emails.  

     We deeply appreciate your membership in this community and look forward to another year together! 

  

http://kehillasynagogue.org/oh-
mailto:Sasha@kehillasynagogue.org
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Chai Elul Shabbat & 
New Member Welcome 

Saturday, September 10, 10am 

      Join our “Bima Team” for a spirited, musical service as 
we immerse in the month of Elul and prepare for the High 
Holy Days. Our newest members will receive a special 
honor during the Torah service, and we’ll kick off the 
morning with Ketzev Kehilla, our prayerful percussion 
orchestra. Come one, come all! Children most welcome! 
Vegetarian potluck luncheon to follow. Please bring a 
vegetarian dish to share.  Kiddush also sponsored by Ruth 
Goldstone & James Eder in honor of Ruth's mother Merle 
S. Goldstone's yartzheit. 

 

Solar Lights for Gaza Fundraiser & 
 Pre-Shabbat Potluck 

Friday, September 16, 5:30pm 
     This is a special pre-Shabbat Service gathering and 
potluck meal organized by Kehilla’s Greening Committee 
and Middle East Peace Committee. The purpose is to raise 
tzedakah for Rebuilding Alliance’s project to provide solar 
lights for the residents of Gaza where electricity is often 
available for only four or five hours in a day. This is 
especially needed by children who would otherwise study 
at night by hazardous candle or kerosene light. Guest 
speaker: Donna Baranski-Walker, founder of Rebuilding 
Alliance. We will have a Potluck Dinner in the Social Hall 
starting at 6:00.  Please bring a vegetarian or fish dish to 
share.  Followed by Kabbalat Shabbat Service at 7:30. (See 
article, p. 8.) 

 

Elul Shabbat Service with  
the Chevra Kadisha 

Saturday, September 17, 10:30am 

     Led by Rabbi David, Hazzan Shulamit, and Julie 
Nesnansky. Celebrating the completion of our “Sh’mira 
Readings Project.” Sh’mira is the ritual of staying with the 
body of the deceased in the period preceding the funeral 
during which the shomer (“guardian”) traditionally reads 
from the book of psalms. For our members, when they do 
Sh’mira, Kehilla’s Chevra Kadisha has assembled readings 
from innovative and interpretive translations of the psalms, 
some of which we will read at this service. We will have a 
short Torah reading that morning with one aliyah. 
Deuteronomy 22:6-12. If you want to chant this, email 
Rabbi David.  In the Fireside Room. Kiddush sponsored by 
the Chevra Kadisha. 

A Community Forum on the  
Movement for Black Lives Platform 

Study & Conversation 
Sunday September 18, 3:30 – 7:00pm 

     Join us as we come together to study the 
platform as a community and to listen deeply to 
what the Movement’s leaders are saying. Rabbi 
David, Rabbi Dev, Hazzan Shulamit, and Rabbi Burt 
have endorsed the Movement for Black Lives 
Platform as individuals.  We invite you to read the 
entire platform, either ahead of time or at the 
Forum.   
    Our intention is to create a community forum 
that centers the Platform’s demands for racial and 
economic justice, while making space for the 
complex emotional responses that may arise for us 
in relationship to Jewish identity, racial identity and 
all the aspects of ourselves that make each of us 
who we are. 
    ( See article on p. 9 for details.)  

Kehilla High Holy Days Art Reception 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Saturday, September 17, 3:30-6:30pm 

     Kehilla is honored to present a group show 
reflecting this year’s High Holy Days theme of 
Immigrants. Refugees. Longing. Home. For the first 
time, Kehilla will be using art to deepen our 
individual and collective connection to the High Holy 
Days. 
     Over 20 Kehilla members have contributed more 
than 30 pieces, including sketches, paintings, mixed 
media, ceramics, photos, and narrative. The work is 
both beautiful and powerful. We invite you to join us 
at the artists’ reception.  Thanks to the talent and 
generosity of our congregation, art will be displayed 
not only in the Fireside Room but throughout the 
synagogue. Light refreshments will be served. We 
look forward to seeing you there! 
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A Gym for Writers 
     Have you always wanted to explore writing and 
other writers, but need a supportive environment 
to get the ink going? Here's an open invitation for 
all those who'd like to discuss forming a Jewish-
based writing group. 
     The possibilities might include — a place where 
we can generate new writing based on prompts 
and other self-starters, exchange information 
about our favorite Jewish writers and poets, read 
together, or something else.  
      If interested, please contact Lenore Weiss at 
webcontentlw@gmail.com  with "Gym for 
Writers"  in the subject line.   

Yoga for Renewal: 
Rooted in Jewish Mystical Teachings 

with Julie Emden of Jewish LearningWorks 

 

Sunday, September 18, 2:00-4:00pm 

     Integrate, mind, body, heart and spirit. Enhance 
your practices for living in balance and wellness with 
this gentle, grounded Iyengar-based yoga and 
movement practice infused with themes of 
realignment and renewal for the Jewish New Year. 

     Location:  4th Street Yoga, 1809 4th St., Berkeley 
     Cost:  $25.   Register: yogasept20.eventbrite.com 

     Co-sponsored by 4th Street Yoga, Chochmat HaLev, 
Congregation Netivot Shalom, Kehilla Community 

Synagogue, Temple Sinai Oakland. 

     Contact: jemden@jewishlearningworks.org 
About Julie Emden:  Julie directs the Embodied Jewish 
Learning Initiative at Jewish LearningWorks. A graduate of 
five fellowship and certification programs related to her 
work as a Jewish Educator and as a Yoga, Movement and 
Dance Instructor, Julie holds a BA from the University of 
Michigan. She holds teaching certifications in Iyengar-
based yoga from the Yoga Room in Berkeley, in Yoga and 
Jewish Spirituality from Elat Chayyim Center for Jewish 
Spirituality, and in Movement-based Expressive Arts from 
Tamalpa Institute.  

 “We Are the Bridge” Exhibit Reception 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Sunday, September 18, 1- 3 pm 
     This exhibit showcases works by artists of multiple 
faith traditions, and is sponsored by the Faith Trio 
(Kehilla, Islamic Cultural Center, and Montclair 
Presbyterian).  It includes a large selection from the 
May 2015 interfaith exhibition held at the Islamic 
Cultural Center of Northern California. Kehilla artists 
Tamar Raine, Susan Freundlich and Lea Delson are 
represented in this exhibit, along with many other 
wonderful artists.  Free Reception with Music. 

 At Osher Marin JCC  
 200 North San Pedro Rd. San Rafael 

 
Mission Dolores Window by Lea Delson 

 

The Bird of Many Colors: 
A Pre-Holy Days Ingathering 

Saturday, September 24 
Shmooze: 7:15pm  Program: 8pm 

     Gather with us one week before Rosh Hashanah, as 
we turn together toward the Days of Awe. This year, 
rather than observing Selichot with a service, all are 
welcome to an evening of community, music, stories, 
meditation and reflection.  

      Join us in the social hall for a little nosh and 
socializing, followed by a program led by the Kehilla 
spiritual leadership and musical prayer leaders, as we 
focus our awareness and maybe set some intention for 
our experience of the holy days.   If you are new to 
Kehilla, or to Kehilla’s observance of the High Holydays, 
this evening is a lovely way to begin the experience.  If 
you’re accustomed to the Selichot services of the last 
few years, you’ll find a similar opportunity in this 
program for settling into intention and reflection. 

 

mailto:webcontentlw@gmail.com
mailto:jemden@jewishlearningworks.org
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"Mrs. Reiff And The Counterfeit Shop" 
by Stephanie Anne Johnson 

A Staged Play Reading 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Sunday, September 25, 5pm 

     We are delighted to present a staged reading of 
Stephanie Anne Johnson’s newest play. This 
autobiographical portrait begins when teenaged 
Stephanie looks into the window of an art store in 
Englewood, New Jersey. 
      Welcomed by Mrs. Reiff, the owner of the 
Counterfeit Shop, they develop a decades long 
friendship which transcends age, culture, race, and 
religion. There are flashbacks to highlight this 
historical moment on the East Coast when Black 
people and Jewish people shared common cause in 
the quest for social justice. A surprising cultural 
intersection is revealed at the end of the play. 
      Susan Felix, Bruce Bierman, and Stephanie Anne 
Johnson will be the readers. Bruce Bierman will lead 
participants in Jewish dance before an open 
discussion of this play in development.   
     People of all ages are welcome to attend this 
event.  Admission is free. Donations for the actors 
and technician will be gratefully accepted. 

In the Sanctuary 

 

Sukkot Shabbat: 
Friday Evening Potluck in the Sukkah 

 
Friday, October 21, 6:30pm 

    Bring the whole family and join us for a Sukkot 
dinner in the Sukkah (and/or Social Hall). This is not a 
ritual-heavy event – our major purpose is to 
celebrate and be happy which is the very purpose 
the Torah describes for the holiday. We’ll do a few 
blessings, then a potluck dinner, conversation, 
perhaps a chance for kids to make sukkah 
decorations, and then, as you choose to, do the ritual 
of blessing the lulav palm frond and shaking in 
blessing to all the world’s directions with Rabbi 
David.   Remember: Bring a veggie potluck dish to 
share and be joyous! (Fish okay, but no shellfish, 
please.) 

 

Annual Harvest Dinner of the Faith Trio 
“Solidarity: A Spiritual Necessity”  

 

 
Saturday evening, November 5 

 
6:15 Come early if you would like to be present at the 
Muslim evening service 
6:45 Multi-Faith Blessings, Potluck Dinner (see below) 
and Conversation 
 
     The Faith Trio is an alliance of Kehilla Community 
Synagogue, Islamic Cultural Center of Northern 
California, and Montclair Presbyterian Church. Every 
year we hold an autumn gathering. Often we have a 
theme for discussion at the tables. The opening 
question this year: “What is your earliest memory of an 
experience where you met someone from another 
religious background?” Our discussions will focus on 
the spiritual necessity for interfaith solidarity.  
Designated potluck: Kehilla members bring veggy 
salads (fish okay). 

At the Islamic Cultural Center of Northern California 
1433 Madison Street, Oakland near 14th Street 
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Kehilla Neighborhood Brunches Return! 
Sunday, October 16, 11:00am-1:00pm

If you have ever wanted to find out more about the 
Kehilla members in your neighborhood and to make 
connections in your local village - come to a Kehilla 
Neighborhood Brunch!   This year our brunch is on the 
day of the first evening of Sukkot. 

WHERE: We expect to have hosts for Berkeley, 
Richmond, South Oakland and the 
Rockridge/Temescal/Grand Lake/Piedmont area of 
Oakland. WHAT: The hosts will provide juice, coffee 
and tea.   

Guests are asked to bring vegetarian brunch items to 
share. 

Save the Date and look for further announcements in 
the weekly emails or call the office!  We hope to see 
you there!  If you are willing to volunteer your home, 
please email chesed@kehillasynagogue.org.  Your offer 
will be much appreciated. 

Shalom, 
The Chesed Committee 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Erev Simchat Torah Celebration!  
Monday, October 24 

 

 

 

 

at Chochmat HaLev   
2215 Prince St., Berkeley at Fulton. 

Join with all the Bay Area Renewal communities for 
a night of sacred and ecstastic dancing to live 
music and special Torah chanting to celebrate the 
conclusion of our High Holy Day journey.    

6:00pm  Special Kids Celebration with Jen Miriam 
and Alon Altman, dance and sing around the Torah 
with  puppets, music and friends 

6:30pm Vegetarian potluck dinner 

7:00 pm Maariv, Dancing and Torah service with 
the Shirat HaLev Musicians 

9:30 pm- Kiddush and refreshments 

Donation:  Members of participating organizations: 
$15-10   General Public $20-15   Children: $5 

Save the Date! 

The Buddha & The Ba’al Shem Tov 
With Zoketsu Norman Fischer, Rabbi Burt Jacobson &  

Rabbi Dev Noily  
Come celebrate Rabbi Burt's 80th Birthday! 

Saturday Evening, November 19, 7:30pm 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

   Our own visionary teacher Rabbi Burt and noted poet, 
meditation teacher and Zen Buddhist priest, Norman 
Fischer will be in dialogue, moderated by Rabbi Dev. They 
will explore parallels in the teaching and lives of the 
Buddha and the Ba’al Shem Tov, two enlightened teachers 
who saw the Divine everywhere, and taught the spiritual 
values of mystery, compassion, love and joy. 

   Come and celebrate Rabbi Burt’s 80th birthday and 50th 
year in the rabbinate! The dialogue will be followed by 
delectable desserts and drinks in the Social Hall. 

   PLEASE NOTE – We will be celebrating Rabbi Burt’s 80th 
throughout Shabbat on November 18 & 19.  We will have 
Kabbalat Shabbat services and oneg on Friday night, and 
special Shabbat morning services and lunch on Saturday. 

Sanctuary 
 

 

 

 

mailto:chesed@kehillasynagogue.org.
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Book Discussion Group 
All Kehilla members are welcome to join us for our customary meetings on the second Monday of the month at 7pm in 
the Fireside Room. These books are from the San Francisco Jewiish Community Library and there might be copies to 
borrow. 

Monday, September 12, 7pm 
The Fixer by Bernard Malamud 

     The Fixer (1966) is Bernard Malamud's best-known 
and most acclaimed novel -- one that makes manifest his 
roots in Russian fiction, especially that of Isaac Babel.  
Set in Kiev in 1911 during a period of heightened anti-
Semitism, the novel tells the story of Yakov Bok, a Jewish 
handyman blamed for the brutal murder of a young 
Russian boy. Bok leaves his village to try his luck in Kiev, 
and after denying his Jewish identity, finds himself 
working for a member of the anti-Semitic Black 
Hundreds Society. When the boy is found nearly drained 
of blood in a cave, the Black Hundreds accuse the Jews of 
ritual murder. Arrested and imprisoned, Bok refuses to 
confess to a crime that he did not commit. 
 

 

Monday, October 10, 7pm 
Mystics of Mile End by Sigal Samuel 

     Sigal Samuel’s debut novel, in the vein of Nicole 
Krauss’s bestselling The History of Love, is an imaginative 
story that delves into the heart of Jewish mysticism, 
faith, and family. In the half-Hasidic, half-hipster 
Montreal neighborhood of Mile End, eleven-year-old Lev 
Meyer is discovering that there may be a place for 
Judaism in his life. As he learns about science in his day 
school, Lev begins his own extracurricular study of the 
Bible’s Tree of Knowledge with neighbor Mr. Katz, who is 
building his own Tree out of trash. Meanwhile his sister 
Samara is secretly studying for her Bat Mitzvah with 
next-door neighbor and Holocaust survivor, Mr. 
Glassman. All the while his father, David, a professor of 
Jewish mysticism, is a non-believer. 

 
Solar Lights for Gaza Fundraiser & 

 Pre-Shabbat Potluck 
Please join Kehilla’s Greening and Middle East Peace Committees for a potluck dinner on  

September 16 at 5:30pm and fundraiser to support the children of Gaza. 

         Gaza is still recovering from fifty-one days of 
bombing in 2014. Electricity, water, and sewage systems 
are all still very fragile, and more than 17,000 people are 
still in temporary housing. Families there are affected 
daily by rolling black-outs. Far too often electricity is 
only available for 4 hours per day. Children must do 
their homework by dangerous kerosene lamps or 
candlelight. For the last year, the Rebuilding Alliance, a 
local non-profit organization, has been fundraising and 
shpping solar powered lights to Non-Governmental 
Organizations in Gaza. Our goal is to help raise funds to 
help them send the next pallet of 1,920 solar-powered 
lights to Gaza's children. 
     Our speaker for the evening will be Donna Baranski-
Walker, founder and Executive Director of Rebuilding 
Alliance, who was in Gaza in April to distribute the first 
pallet of solar lights. Rebuilding Alliance is working with 
Palestinian Non-Governmental Organizations in Gaza to 
distribute the solar lights to children and families in 
need. Donna will explain how Rebuilding Alliance is able 
to send the solar-powered lights through the blockade 
following pre-clearance by both Palestinian and Israeli 
Customs. She also will tell us about their NGO partners 
and some of the families she visited in Gaza. This will be 

a rare opportunity to hear directly from someone who 
has spent time in Gaza supporting children and families.  
     Rebuilding Alliance has already delivered three pallets 
of solar lights so children in Gaza can safely study and 
spend time with their families. There are 700,000 
children in Gaza.  Please join us on Sept. 16th to help 
Rebuilding Alliance send more Luci Lights to Gaza's 
children. 
     We will have a Potluck Dinner in the Social Hall 
starting at 5:30. Please bring a vegetarian or fish dish to 
share.  
     And please join us after dinner and the presentation 
for a spirited, musical Kabbalat Shabbat service to sing, 
meditate, dance, and rest in the joy and peace of 
Shabbat. Led by Hazzan Shulamit and Julie Nesnansky. 
     We hope you can join us on September 16 to hear first 
hand from our guest about her experience personally 
delivering solar lights to Gaza. But if you can’t make it, 
please make a donation to this great project!  
     You can donate at this link: 
https://commitchange.com/ca/burlingame-
94010/rebuilding-alliance/events/kehilla-for-gazas-
children 

https://commitchange.com/ca/burlingame-
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You’re Invited: 
A Community Forum on the Movement for Black Lives Platform: 

Study & Conversation 

Sunday September 18, 3:30 – 7:00pm 
by Rabbi Dev Noily 

     In early August the Movement for Black Lives 
Platform was published.  Organizers described their 
project this way: 

In response to the sustained and increasingly visible 
violence against Black communities in the U.S. and 
globally, a collective of more than 50 organizations 
representing thousands of Black people from across 
the country have come together with renewed 
energy and purpose to articulate a common vision 
and agenda. 
Our resistance and rebellion are not new, but like 
other times in history have come to a critical mass, 
and the bravery of those in Ferguson and across 
the country captured the attention of the world. A 
year ago, over 2,000 of us gathered in Cleveland to 
reflect on the state of our movement for liberation 
and celebrate our people, both those who have 
fallen and those who have survived. It was there 
that we began the process of uniting to articulate a 
shared vision of the world we want to live in. 

     The Platform articulates that sweeping and radical 
vision for racial and economic justice. It addresses 
reparations, education, healthcare, housing, policing, 
militarization (domestic and foreign), incarceration, 
criminalization, community control, and other aspects 
of U.S. society and policy that impact Black lives. 
     We’re excited to come together to study the 
platform as a community and to listen deeply to what 
the Movement’s leaders are saying. Rabbi David, 
Hazzan Shulamit, Rabbi Burt and I have endorsed the 
Movement for Black Lives Platform as individuals.  As I 
read the Platform I felt the tectonic plates of racial 
injustice in our country begin to shift.  In the profound 
language of the background pieces I could hear more 
of the stories of Black lives, deepening my awareness 
of the differences between my experience as White 
person and the experiences of so many Black people I 

live alongside.   I heard the Platform as a call to listen 
to Black voices, as a call to compassion, and as a call to 
join more fully in the M4BL struggle to root out the 
injustice that continues to rot the core of our country.  
This feels like an extraordinary historic moment to me, 
and I feel humbled and grateful for the Movement for 
Black Lives as path to justice for all of us. 
     We’d like Kehilla to consider endorsing the Platform 
as an organization as well. This Forum will be our first 
communal conversation about the Platform, and will 
help us to discern the next steps in this process.   
     The primary focus of our learning and 
conversations will be the current and historic 
experiences of Black people in the U.S., and the ways 
that White supremacy has operated, and continues to 
operate in our society and in our souls. 
     We invite you to read the entire platform, either 
ahead of time or at the September 18 Community 
Forum.  The first part of the afternoon will be devoted 
to studying the Platform.  You will find links to a 
summary of the Platform, and to the deeper analysis 
of each of its six parts on our website at this link: 
http://kehillasynagogue.org/event/a-community-
forum-on-the-movement-for-black-lives-platform-
study-conversation/  
     After doing text study with the Platform we’ll have 
a break and a nosh/snack.  The second half of the 
afternoon will be a compassionate listening-style 
session, where people gather in facilitated small 
groups to share their responses, reactions to and 
questions about the platform.  We will have at least 
one small group for People of Color.  We’ll end with 
everyone coming together to share highlights from the 
small group conversations.  You may come for the 
whole time, or just the first half, or just the second 
half.   [continued on p. 13.]

 

http://kehillasynagogue.org/event/a-community-
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New Adult Education Classes Fall 2016 

To Register for Classes: You can register and pay online at www.KehillaSynagogue.org (click on the 
"LEARN" link and then click on Adult Education), or send check payable to Kehilla to Kehilla, 

 1300 Grand Ave., Piedmont, CA 94610.  

 
 
“700 Benches: Experiencing Biblical Hebrew” 
Class 
Begins September 8, 6:30pm 
Taught by Jenna Kemp 
Have you ever wanted to read and understand Torah 
Hebrew? As a first phase in the launch of Kehilla’s new 
“700 Benches” beit-midrash program,  Kehilla is 
offering  a class designed to be an immersive 
experience in the language and structure of biblical 
Hebrew. What do we mean by “immersive?" Think of 
once a week jumping into the deep end of the pool—
with water wings as needed, swim buddies, and a 
lifeguard. 
This class is a multi-level beit-midrash in which 
students will learn the grammar that will allow them 
to begin reading biblical Hebrew without an English 
translation. Working primarily in chevrutah (pairs, 
small groups), we will learn grammar together, while 
simultaneously reading biblical narrative in Hebrew. 
People at all levels of Hebrew abilities are encouraged 
to join. Students will be expected to do some 
homework and memorization, but the emphasis is on 
concepts and resources that will allow you to begin to 
“swim” on your own! 
If you are interested in the class, but need some work 
on your aleph-bet, you will find resources to help get 
you up to speed on our website at this link: 
http://kehillasynagogue.org/online-hebrewbiblical-
text-resources/ 
Prerequisite: Aleph-bet and Vowels 
Dates:  Thursdays, Sept. 8- Sept. 29, Oct. 27, Nov. 3 (A 
six-session series) 
Time: 6:30-8:30pm 
Cost: $150 Kehilla members, $180 General Public.  No 
one turned away for lack of ability to pay the full 
amount. If you are unable to pay the full amount, 
please contact sjgrodin@comcast.net. 
Questions? Contact Jenna Stover-Kemp at 
jennakemp25@gmail.com or Sharon Grodin at 
sjgrodin@comcast.net. No one is turned away for lack 
of funds; please discuss this with us. 

 
 

 
 
Conversion Group  
Begins September 12, 7:30pm 
Led by Rabbi Dev Noily and Sharon Grodin 

 Kehilla’s conversion group is the communal portion of 
a process of individual inquiry that each participant 
anticipates will lead to adopting Judaism.  Kehilla’s 
spiritual leaders Rabbi Dev and Sharon Grodin are 
available to guide participants in their reading, 
selection of classes, and experiences that inform their 
education toward discernment about this decision. 
 The group is not an “introduction to Judaism” class, 
but rather a forum where participants reflect on and 
share insights about the studies and experiences each 
is undertaking within Kehilla and elsewhere.  The 
group meets once a month for 1-1/2 hours, which 
typically includes some learning together and 
responding to each others’ questions. Because this 
group is intended to support conversion in the 
context of Kehilla community, after the first two 
sessions, participants are expected to decide whether 
Kehilla is a good fit for them; if so, participants will be 
come members, and if not, participants will be 
supported in finding an alternative for their 
conversion studies. 
If you are interested in this group, please contact 
Sharon Grodin at sjgrodin@comcast.net.  
Dates:  Mondays, Sept. 12, Nov. 14, Dec. 12  
Cost: No charge (but see above about membership).  
Led by Rabbi Dev and Sharon Grodin. 
Location: Sanctuary/Buber Room 

 

http://www.KehillaSynagogue.org
http://kehillasynagogue.org/online-hebrewbiblical-
mailto:sjgrodin@comcast.net.
mailto:jennakemp25@gmail.com
mailto:sjgrodin@comcast.net.
mailto:sjgrodin@comcast.net.


 11 

Adult Education (continued) 
 
"Drumming As Prayer" Class 
A Two-Class Series: September 18 & September 21 
Taught by Debbie Fier, Kehilla Musical Prayer Leader & 
“Heartbeat of the Service"  
     Drumming is an active form of meditation. It 
provides a wonderful way to be present, express 
yourself and learn how to drum with a group in sacred 
community space. At Kehilla, we are creating an 
intergenerational drum group, called Ketzev Kehilla, 
(the Beats of Kehilla), and we have been learning 
some of the rhythms for the Kehilla melodies and also 
drumming at our Chai Shabbat services. 
     This is a two-class series. It can be taken as a series 
or as individual classes. (However, if you want to 
drum at High Holy Days services, you must come to 
both classes.) 
       Those who wish to will have the opportunity to 
drum for our High Holy Days services at the Scottish 
Rite Center in Oakland. Participants who want to join 
us in drumming need to commit to coming to both 
classes of the series (exceptions may be made IF you 
have taken previous ‘Drumming as Prayer’ classes with 
Debbie. In those cases you must come to at least 1 
class). If you have taken this class before, and enjoy 
drumming in our Kehilla circle, please come to the 
class!  We will always learn new rhythms, practice new 
exercises and continue building on what we have 
previously done. 
     All ages and all levels welcome!  Please bring a 
drum if you have one.  If you need a drum for the 
class, please email Sasha@kehillasynagogue.org and 
we will do our best to provide one. Hand percussion 
(shakers, claves, etc.) will be provided. 
     Dates: Sunday, Sept 18 - 4-5:30 and Wednesday,  
Sept 21, 7-8:30 in the Fireside Room.  
    Cost:  2-class series: $36 members/ $46 non-
members; Individual class: $20 members/ $25 non-
members 
    Location: Fireside Room 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Chai Mitzvah Group Forming: “A Jewish Year” 
Begins Sunday, October 16, 5:30pm 

In response to many requests for a more structured, 
group-based program for exploring Judaism, Kehilla is 
offering a Chai Mitzvah group beginning in October.  
What is “Chai Mitzvah,” you ask?  It’s a curriculum and 
structure created by a Jewish-multidenominational 
(including Renewal) group of rabbis and educators, 
designed to support group study and a period of 
committed personal exploration.  No prior experience 
with Judaism or Hebrew is required.  Here’s what the 
creators have to say about it: 

“Chai Mitzvah is a unique adult engagement program 
that encourages an integrated, experiential approach 
to Jewish life through five simple components. Each 
participant:  

1. Attends monthly group learning with a set 
curriculum provided by Chai Mitzvah.  

2. Chooses an independent study topic for the year.  

3. Chooses a ritual/spiritual practice to take on for the 
year.  

4. Chooses a social action activity to commit to for the 
year.  

5. Celebrates the journey!”  

In our case, we’ve chosen “A Jewish Year” as an 
overarching theme. Participants will investigate and 
experience the Jewish calendar as it occurs, separately 
or together, as interests dictate.  Our mitzvah group 
will meet on third Sundays starting in October, with 
minimal costs set to cover our fee from Chai Mitzvah 
for the materials (the more participants, the lower the 
cost, but we are setting the initial registration fee 
$18/person for the 9-month period).  The group may 
decide to engage speakers or project leaders on 
particular topics and share the cost of that additional 
enrichment.  For more information about the 
program, see www.chaimitzvah.org.  For questions 
about our group, contact sjgrodin@comcastnet. 

Dates: Monthly for 9 months, beginning Sunday,  
Oct. 16, 5:30-7pm 

Cost: $18/person 

Location: Back classsroom, main floor 

mailto:Sasha@kehillasynagogue.org
http://www.chaimitzvah.org.
mailto:sjgrodin@comcastnet.
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Adult Education (continued) 
 

Elements of Magical Judaism 
Begins Monday, October 16, 6:00pm 
with Reclaiming* Teachers  
Jude Elf & Maggid Jonathan Furst 
Join us for a six-week exploration of Earth-based 
Judaism through the elements of Earth, Air, Fire, 
Water and Spirit. Develop personal practices and 
improvisational ritual co-creation skills, blending 
modern G!ddess-oriented magic with traditional 
Jewish and ancient Hebraic spirituality.  
Dates: Mondays, October 17 - November 21, 6pm  
Cost: $240-$90 sliding scale 
Location: Sanctuary 
For More Info: contact jfurst@pobox.com or  
415-516-4904 
*Learn more about Reclaiming here: 
http://www.reclaiming.org/  
Co-sponsored by the Jewitch Collective and Derech 
Ha'Aretz Outdoor Yeshiva 
 
I Never Knew Hebrew Could Be So Much Fun 
Class 
Begins Sunday, October 23, 10:30am 
Taught by Bracha Stone 
Once again Bracha is offering her fabulous course in 
beginning Hebrew. Absolutely no previous Hebrew 
experience is required or expected. Come and find out 
why you don’t have to know very much at all in order 
to have Hebrew take on a very special place in your 
life. Bracha loves to teach this class since adults tend 
to be very compliant students and they ask such 
serious questions. Form a community of like-minded 
adults, play games, sing songs and learn, learn, learn.  
Repeaters welcomed!! 

Dates:  Sunday, Oct. 23, 30, Nov. 6, 10:30am-11:45am 
Cost:  $54 members, $66 nonmembers 
Location: Given at the time of registration. 
Call Bracha for questions or concerns. 510-703-2220. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Personalizing Our Experience With Jewish 
Liturgy 
First meeting: Sunday, October 23, 6:30pm 
A new group convened by Bracha Stone 
Designed for those who want to explore an expanded 
and creative relationship to Jewish liturgy. While there 
is no expectation of a belief in "God," this group is 
designed for those who desire to personally connect 
to "something-bigger-than-us" and/or "the-wisdom-
deep-within-us." We will witness and be witnessed as 
we explore our attraction and creative responses to 
traditional Jewish prayer practice. We will meet 
together once a month for 5 months. We will also 
participate in a weekly email conversation concerning 
our intentions, and the challenges and blessings we 
experience as we enact our them. 
Dates:  First meeting is Sunday, Oct. 23, 6:30-8:30. 
There will be a meeting at the same time in the 
evening in November, December, January and 
February. Specific dates for each month will be 
determined by October 1st.  
Cost:  $120 members, $150 nonmembers 
Location: Given at the time of registration.  
Call Bracha for questions or concerns. 510-703-2220.  

A Class in the Poetic Word 
Begins Wednesday, October 26, 7pm 
Taught by Lenore Weiss 
Come learn about several outstanding twentieth-
century American Jewish poets, including a number of 
contemporary writers. The four-session class will 
examine work by poets who express diverse 
connections to the Jewish experience.  For the first 
hour of each session, we will examine and discuss the 
poet’s work. Using writing prompts from the readings, 
during the second hour we will respond to the poetry 
in whatever written form we choose. Open to all. No 
writing experience is required. Special guest visits by 
local poets. All lovers of the word are encouraged to 
participate. Bring a notebook and pen. 
Dates: Wednesday, Oct. 26, Nov.  9,  Nov. 23, Nov. 30, 
7-9pm 
Cost: $88 members, $112 nonmembers 
Location: Fireside Room 
 

mailto:jfurst@pobox.com
http://www.reclaiming.org/
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A Community Forum on the Movement for Black Lives Platform 
[continued] 
     Part of the platform, called Invest/Divest, deals 
with connections between U.S. military spending and 
interventions abroad on the one hand, and the lack of 
funding for domestic social needs and militarization of 
U.S. police on the other hand. This part of the 
platform also addresses U.S. military support for Israel 
and the unjust treatment of Palestinians under 
Occupation, using language that some Jewish people 
and organizations have objected to strongly.   
     Our intention is to create a community forum that 
centers the Platform’s demands for racial and 

economic justice, while making space for the complex 
emotional responses that may arise for us in 
relationship to Jewish identity, racial identity and all 
the aspects of ourselves that make each of us who we 
are.  
     Please be in touch with us if you have questions or 
feedback.  
     RSVP if you can  to Sasha@kehillasynagogue.org.  
 – it will help us a lot as we plan the afternoon. 

 
 

Join the 30th Annual G.R.I.P. Harmony Walk in Richmond 
To End Hunger & Homelessness-to Benefit the Greater Richmond Interfaith Program 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     On October 29, Greater Richmond Interfaith 
Program is hosting its 30th annual Harmony Walk/Run 
to End Homelessness in Richmond. Several Kehilla 
members and members of St. John’s Church joined a 
team last year in memory of David McPhail and Judy 
Abel, GRIP activists who both died in September, 
2015.  
     That team raised over $1,000 in support of the 
Souper Center, a program operated by GRIP, which 
serves meals to homeless and needy residents and 
also runs a family shelter. David and Irene, his wife, 
both Kehilla members, and Betty Young, started a 
group now called David’s Dinner Group which 
prepares a monthly meal for families staying at the 
GRIP shelter. Several Kehilla members, people who 
had been members of an El Cerrito church where 
David had ministered, and members of St John’s 
Presbyterian Church in Berkeley, are in the dinner 
group as well. 
     David did this Walk every year through 2014. 

Kehilla members have another opportunity this year 
to remember and honor David while helping to ease 
homelessness. 
     We encourage everyone’s participation in or pledge 
of money to the team. We will have a team name and 
a team page set-up with the Harmony Walk website 
by mid-September. 
     The web address with a link to our team page & 
further details will be provided in the Kehilla weekly 
e-mails.    
     Check-in on October 29 begins at 9:00 a.m. The Run 
starts at 10:30 a.m. The Walk starts at 10:45 a.m. You 
can walk or run for as much, or as little, a distance as 
you want.  And, there will be a festival in the park 
after the walk.  
     Please consider sending a donation or joining the 
team after the team page is setup. If you have 
questions about the team, feel free to contact Sue 
Goldberg directly at suegoldberg@sbcglobal.net 

 
Pictured: Alex Madonik, Ruthie Levin, Richard Speiglman, Sue Goldberg 

 

mailto:Sasha@kehillasynagogue.org.
mailto:suegoldberg@sbcglobal.net
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An Interview with Spiritual Leader Avi Rose 
by Bill Lazarus

     More refugees are 
fleeing persecution now 
than at any time since the 
end of World War II, says 
Avi Rose, who has spent 
most of his life as a political 
and social activist, and who 
now finds himself turning 
more and more to issues of 
immigration and the flood 
of people seeking safe 
haven. With millions of 
refugees left homeless and 
nationless as the result of 
warfare in Syria and 
elsewhere, Avi sees the 

Jewish response as extending “beyond empathizing. 
“It’s identifying,” he says. “We need to see ourselves 
as coming out of Egypt.” 

     “We were strangers. We know the heart of the 
stranger,” adds Avi, who is executive director of 
Jewish Family and Community Services East Bay . That 
“central narrative” of the Jewish people is a key these 
days to the work of JFCS. About 2,000 of the 8,000 
people it annually serves are refugees and other 
immigrants. While the work of JFCS has historically 
been geared toward helping the Jewish community, it 
is not exclusively so. Avi says, “Tikkun Olam is not 
about bringing healing only to the Jewish people. It’s 
about “olam.” It’s about the world as a whole.” 

     When Avi started work at JFCS in 2005, the agency 
was already involved with helping immigrants from all 
over the world. When the surge of Jewish immigration 
from the Former Soviet Union subsided in the 1990’s, 
JFCS began to serve people from other countries, 
including Afghanistan, Bosnia, Cambodia, Iran, Iraq 
and Syria. Many of these refugees are Muslims. JFCS 
currently helps numerous families from Afghanistan, 
many of whom were subject to persecution after 
assisting Americans in the war against the Taliban. 
JFCS also has devoted itself to helping LGBT refugees 
fleeing particularly harsh oppression because of their 
sexual orientation or gender identities. 

     As a youth, Avi grew up mostly in Phoenix in a 
liberal Jewish family, largely out-of-kilter with the 

mostly right-wing community. His dad hailed from the 
Bronx, and was himself the son of immigrant parents 
who made their way to the United States from 
Lithuania. When Avi was 13, he moved with his family 
to Sacramento, and soon started spending time in the 
Bay Area. It was the late 1960s and “politics, drugs and 
rock and roll — it was all here.” 

     Avi became a political activist in high school, and 
chose to go to college at Brandeis, which was a hotbed 
of leftist politics. While he came out as a gay man in 
college, his activism was focused more on anti-war 
work and economic issues. After college, he worked 
for a period as a union steward. Avi joined other 
progressive Jews in the Boston Committee to 
Challenge Antisemitism and became, in the 1980s, 
involved in New Jewish Agenda, a national 
organization that he co-chaired, and that focused on a 
wide variety of issues, including Mid-East peace, 
feminism, disarmament, LGBT rights, oppression in 
Central America and the sanctuary movement. Avi 
also took up work battling AIDS, and co-edited Twice 
Blessed, a book about gay and lesbian Jews. 

     While Avi was aware of immigration issues, it 
wasn’t then a focus of his work and activism. That 
changed in 2005 when he started at JCFS and found it 
“powerful” to be working to help both Russian Jews 
and Afghan Muslims. “I’m really impressed by the 
resilience of most of the refugees whom we are 
helping.  They are individuals with their own quirks, 
strengths and shortcomings, and most have 
experienced significant trauma. It is a huge 
undertaking to leave your home – everyone and 
everything you know – and start your life over again in 
a new country..” 

     While, culturally, the Bay Area is “really welcoming, 
economically, this is a really hard area to come to,” Avi 
says. As a result, families crowd into small living 
quarters together, and people work two or three jobs 
to get by. 

     At seders, Avi has hosted refugees. “It’s powerful to 
be at a seder with somebody who has recently had to 
‘leave Egypt,’” he says. Avi also asks, “What is more 
Jewish than resettling refugees?” He answers himself 
in a word. “Nothing.”
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A Note on the Israel/Palestine Values Survey 
by Rabbi David J. Cooper 

 
     Last month we send out to every member 
household a survey to determine support for a 
statement of values on Israel/Palestine. One could 
indicate where one stood on a spectrum from very 
much disagreeing to strong agreement (scale of 1 to 
5). 
     As of this writing, 141 responses have been 
received. 
     99 responses are 5’s – strongly agree. (71.7%) 
     26 are 4’s – generally agree (18.8%) 
     7 are 3’s – more or less neutral (5.1%) 
     3 are 2’s – generally disagree (2.2%) 

     3 are 1’s – very much disagree (2.2%) 
     In a few days, I will be reading the many written 
comments on the proposed wording and I plan to 
print some of them in the November Kol Kehilla, with 
the permission of their authors to print with ascription 
or anonymously. 
     The decision to adopt the statement as is (or with 
grammatical changes) will be in the hands of the 
Kehilla Board. Currently the plan is that in October the 
results of the survey and representative comments 
and suggestions will be forwarded to the Board for 
their consideration and action. 

 
Chevra Kadisha Sh'mira Readings Project 

 
    Kehilla’s Chevra Kadisha is pleased to announce the 
completion of our “Sh’mira Readings Project.”  We 
now have two beautiful volumes that can be used by 
the shomrim (“watchers”) –those who sit with the 
body of a community member who has died until the 
time of burial. 
    Traditionally, shomrim read Psalms during the 
sh’mira  (“watching”).  In Kehilla we have provided 
other readings—poetry and prose from Jewish and 
non-Jewish sources as well as portions of our liturgy—
so that each shomer might deepen his or her own 
reflections on the meaning of life and death.   
     As we embarked on revising and expanding these 
additional readings, our discussions and study led us 
to taking a closer look at The Book of Psalms as well.  
We looked at many different translations and 

interpretations and selected the one for each Psalm 
that we thought invoked the values of Jewish Renewal 
movement.  
     A small group from Kehilla’s Chevra Kadisha 
traveled to Boston in June to present a workshop on 
these readings and to discuss Kehilla’s approach to 
sh’mira at the annual K’vod v Nichum (“honor and 
comfort”) conference.  More than thirty people 
attended our workshop and received our presentation 
with great enthusiasm.   
     We will formally present Kehilla’s Readings for 
Shmira and Psalms for Shmira at the Morning Service, 
Sept 17.  We invite the entire community to join in 
our simcha and to learn more about the practice of 
sh’mira.   

 

Finding Your Spiritual Direction 
 
     Spiritual direction is a process of inner listening that 
enables individuals to discern the movement of the 
Spirit in their lives, so they can come to understand 
both the spiritual dimension and the spiritual direction 
of their experience. In this sense, spiritual direction is 
a pathway to teshuvah, toward finding one’s way back 
to the Source that birthed and sustains each of us.  

     Spiritual directors have been trained to help those 
seeking the Spirit to find direction. They also help 
seekers find appropriate spiritual practices. 

     Rabbi Burt offers individual Kehilla congregants 
hour-long meetings in spiritual direction. Any Kehilla 
member is entitled to such a session once a year 
without cost. Burt usually meets with congregants at 
Kehilla on Tuesday afternoons and evenings, several 
times a month. He also sees people at his home in El 
Sobrante at other times during the week. If you are 
interested in meeting with Rabbi Burt, please contact 
him at Rabburt@earthlink.net, or by calling 
510.283.5704. 

 
 

mailto:Rabburt@earthlink.net,
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Competing Death Penalty Initiatives on November Ballot 

by Beth Weinberger 
 

     This November we'll have a chance to vote again to 
repeal California's death penalty, replacing it with Life 
Without Possibility of Parole.  Unfortunately, a 
competing measure that would attempt to change the 
appeals process to expedite executions has caused 
confusion, especially as the latter measure's title is 
misleading.  So here's an explanation of each of the 
initiatives with recommendations in keeping with 
Kehilla policy. 

 
The Justice that Works Act of 2016—Proposition #62  

 This is essentially the same as Prop. 34 on the 
2012 ballot, which Kehilla supported.  It would replace 
the death penalty with life without the possibility of 
parole.  It would: 

 End state killing and eliminate the possibility 
of executing innocent people.  Since 1973, 
156 people, convicted of murder, have been 
exonerated, 3 of them in California. 

 Keep dangerous criminals from ever being 
released. 

 Save approximately $150 million a year that 
could be put to more productive use. 

 Increase to 60% the portion of wages earned 
by persons sentenced to life without parole 
that may go to victim restitution funds. 

Recommendation:  Support Prop. 62 
 
Death Penalty Reform & Savings Act of 2016—
Proposition #66 

  Prop. 66 attempts to “reform” a  failed death 
penalty system by changing the appeals process.  It 
would remove current safeguards, limit the ability to 
present new evidence of innocence and set unrealistic 
deadlines for trials and appeals.  The changed 

procedures and new deadlines would force hiring of 
hundreds of new, inexperienced attorneys at taxpayer 
expense. If it succeeded, it would: 

 Increase the chances of wrongful convictions 
and execution of innocent people 

 Interfere with our due process and appeals 
processes, which might be found 
unconstitutional after costly and lengthy 
lawsuits. 

 Authorize the state to house death row 
inmates in new prisons. 

 Model California's system after Texas' rapid 
execution mill. 

 Move appeals from the state Supreme Court 
to local county courts, prioritizing these cases 
and the shortened timelines.  It would 
overwhelm lower courts and severely limit 
their ability to hear other types of cases or 
conduct any other court business. 

Recommendation: Oppose Prop. 66 
 
        This fall you'll have a chance to hear more about, 
question and discuss these initiatives, as well 
as a number of others at a Kehilla Ballot Initiatives 
evening, October 17.  Mark your calendars and see 
Richard Speiglman's article, also in this issue, on some 
of the other initiatives, researched and recommended 
by Oakland Community Organizations (OCO.) 
     If you want more information now about the death 
penalty initiatives; if you want to help with the 
campaigns or donate to them, go to 
www.yeson62.com or contact me at 
bethw0104@mindspring.com.  

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Not Registered to Vote?  
 

Please contact karenrachels@gmail.com 
of Kehilla’s Economic Justice Committee 
She will help you get registered before 

the November election 

http://www.yeson62.com
mailto:bethw0104@mindspring.com.
mailto:karenrachels@gmail.com
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Community Discussion of Ballot Propositions and Local Measures 
by Richard Speiglman 

 
Monday, October 17, 7-9pm 

Kehilla Social Hall 
Sponsored by  

Kehilla Economic Justice Committee, Greening Committee and Anti-Death Penalty Action Group 

Bring yourself, your friends and your family, your questions and your answers 

     When I was a kid in Des Moines, reform Rabbi 
Edward Zerin (Temple B’nai Jeshurun) used to implore 
youth – perhaps it was at our B’nai Mitzvot – to be 
“informed, participating Jews.”  I may have taken this 
to be the 11th Commandment, and I think the 
instruction was responsible for my 50-something years 
of reading at least the local, state, and national news 
sections of the daily newspaper.  Sometime later, a 
sociology professor suggested that the important 
news appears in the business section.  We won’t get 
into the question of sports news. 

     I never fully understood the Jews part of the 
obligation.  But nevertheless I’m pretty sure the 
informed/participating charge includes voting and, to 
the extent possible, understanding the implications of 
your vote prior to casting it. 

     In their length, California ballots present a serious 
challenge.  We need each other’s help to become well-
informed prior to voting.  Instead of sitting home 
alone the night before the election frantically trying to 
decide how to vote on propositions and local 
measures, on the evening of October 17th please join 
other community members to discuss ballot 
measures. 

 Bring your sample ballot (and your mail-in or 
absentee ballot if you have one) 

 Join discussion of some of the most important 
state and local ballot measures (if only we had 
time to tend to all of them!) 

 Written materials on all the state propositions 
and some local measures will be available, 
including recommendations from Kehilla, 
Oakland Community Organizations (OCO), and 
other organizations 

 Kehilla members and others actively engaged 
in working on some of the measures will offer 
brief presentations 

 
See the next page for OCO's recommendations on 

several state, county, and City of Oakland issues.  
We’ll have expanded endorsement information by 
October 17th.   

 
Please forward information on other measures, or 

for other localities, to Richard or Beth: 

rspeiglman@sbcglobal.net  

bethw0104@mindspring.com   

Or bring the information with you on October 17th.   

If possible, RSVP to Beth or Richard (see their 
contact information above.) 

mailto:rspeiglman@sbcglobal.net
mailto:bethw0104@mindspring.com


 18 

Oakland Community Organizations 

Recommendations on CA, Alameda County, and City of Oakland issues 

Number Title or focus Content OCO 
endorsement 

State Propositions 

55 Tax extension 
Extends the temporary personal income tax on 
incomes over $250,000 to fund education and 

health care (Prop 30 extension) 
Support 

56 Tobacco tax Increases the cigarette tax to $2 / pack Support 

 57 Public Safety & 
Rehabilitation Act 

Increases parole chances for felons convicted of 
non-violent crimes and provides more 

opportunities to earn credits for good behavior 
Support 

 62 Death penalty Repeals the death penalty in CA Support* 

64 Adult Use of Marijuana Act 
Legalizes adults’ growing, possessing, and using 

marijuana for nonmedical purposes, with certain 
restrictions; establishes regulatory system for 

legal market.  

Neutral 

Alameda County Measures 

A Affordable Housing bond 
(property tax) 

Funding for a variety of approaches to promote 
affordable housing  Support 

Oakland City and School District Measures  

JJ Protect Oakland Renters 
Act  

Strengthen tenants’ rights by requiring owners to 
petition through the Rent Board for rent increases 

above annual CPI, extending just cause eviction 
protections to buildings built through 1995, and 

increasing Rent Board transparency and 
accountability 

Support 

LL 
Form civilian oversight 
commission of police 

department 
Promotes civilian oversight of police department Support 

KK 
Infrastructure 

improvements bond 
(property tax) 

Funding for a variety of improvements to streets, 
sidewalks, public buildings, and some funds for 

affordable housing 
Neutral  

HH Tax distributors of sugar-
sweetened beverages 

Promotes public health by raising price of sugar-
sweetened beverages Support 

G1 Oakland Unified School 
District  bond (parcel tax) 

Funds educator salary increases and middle 
school improvements (as of last draft seen) No vote (yet) 

* Kehilla recommends a yes vote on Prop. 62 and a no vote on Prop 66 (which would speed-up 
executions).  See accompanying article, “Competing Death Penalty Initiatives on November Ballot" on 
p. 17. 
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Seeking Shelter in the Days of Awe:  
 Immigrants and Refugees, Longing and Home 
[continued from p. 1] 
 
You can read a more complete description of our 
theme below.  Throughout the High Holy Days season 
and beyond, we’ll be integrating the spiritual practices 
of this time with ways to learn about and respond to 
the crises of migration that are shaking our world.  
During High Holy Days services we’ll hear from some 
of the folks in our community about their experiences 
with immigrants and refugees.  We’ll also have 
resources available during services about how to 
connect with local groups and join in efforts to 
respond.   
    And in the months following the High Holy Days, 
we’ll host a series of four community workshops, 
featuring congregants working to support immigrants 
and refugees.  The workshop topics are: Considering 
Offering Housing to a Refugee; Being Part of an 
Accompaniment Team for an Immigrant Family or 
Unaccompanied Minor; Immigration Policy, Advocacy 
and Intersectionality with Economic and Racial Justice 
Issues; and Kehilla as Sanctuary/Refuge for 
Immigrants.  
    May our practice during this season help each of us 
grow toward greater wholeness, joy, compassion and 
justice. 
    Our Theme for 5777:  Immigrants and Refugees, 
Longing and Home  
    A river goes out from the first place that was home, 
to water the garden, and from there it divides and 
becomes four headwaters. (Bereshit 2:10) 
    In the beginning all was one, undifferentiated and 
whole.  To come into the joy of embodied life is also to 
come into separateness.  And to be separate is to long 
for reconnection, to yearn for wholeness and for 
home.  The Yamim Nora’im (High Holy Days) point us 

in the direction of home, and outfit us for the promise 
and uncertainty of the journey.  We soften our hearts 
and open lines of communication with people we’ve 
hurt and who have hurt us.  We practice 
accountability, forgiveness, compassion and 
generosity.  We touch those who are dear to us with 
an extra measure of tenderness and gratitude. 
    This year we set out on this path in a world of 
growing displacement and migration. People forced 
from their homes by war, violence, poverty, drought, 
gentrification, and a swiftly changing climate are 
fighting for survival and searching for a refuge where 
they and their families can be safe.  Some in Kehilla 
are personally impacted, and many in our community 
are stepping up to help--by working to end structural 
violence, by challenging the economics underlying 
displacement, by offering loving personal support to 
immigrants and refugees, by fighting for policies that 
welcome immigrants and refugees, and by joining the 
struggle against deportation, targeting and 
discrimination against people who are undocumented.  
    As a community this year we will enter the inner 
landscape of exile and return.  We’ll encounter the 
stranger who dwells within us, and the stranger who 
dwells among us.  Together we will turn toward this 
tidal wave of displacement, expanding our capacity to 
welcome and support the growing number of 
immigrants and refugees in our midst.  As Torah 
teaches (Lev. 19:33-34), When a stranger resides with 
you in your land, you shall not wrong them.  The 
stranger who resides with you shall be to you as one of 
your citizens; you shall love them as yourself, for you 
were strangers in the land of Mitzrayim. 
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Coming Soon: Pronoun Stickers for Your Nametag 
by Hazzan Shulamit Wise Fairman, Lynn Bravewomon and Rabbi Dev Noily 

  
   As Davey Shlasko writes in the 
Trans*Ally Workbook, 
    “Most of the time, most people 
are on autopilot about pronouns. 
They call all women she, her and 
hers, and all men he, him and his. 
But being on autopilot doesn’t 
always work. Sometimes—
especially, but not only, when 
talking about trans* people—it can 
lead you to call someone a pronoun 
that isn’t what they’re usually 
called or what they want to be 
called.”  
     We are continuing to make 
Kehilla a more welcoming and 
inclusive space for all of our 
members.  All of us appreciate it 
when other people see us as who 
we are.  For  trans* people 
pronouns can be a constant source 
of being seen and affirmed when preferred pronouns 
are used by others; conversely the absence of 
accurate pronouns denies a critical piece of 
recognition and affirmation of identity. 
     Kehilla’s intention to build gender pronoun 
language in our community culture is part of gender-

inclusion efforts that reverse the 
invisibility caused when the wrong 
pronouns are used. 
     As a community of spiritual practice, 
it feels especially important that Kehilla 
be a place where everyone can be seen 
and affirmed in all of who we are.  So 
soon you’ll see a set of pronoun 
stickers next to our nametags. 
 Everyone has the option to add a 
pronoun sticker to your nametag, to let 
others know which pronouns you use.  
By using a sticker, cisgender people can 
support others in our community for 
whom “pronoun autopilot” doesn’t 
work well. 
     Whatever our gender identity, all of 
us have some experiences of resonance 
with the gender we were raised in, and 
some experiences of dissonance with 
the gender we were raised in.  We can 

all lean into those experiences to cultivate our 
compassion for ourselves and each other as we 
navigate this complex and shifting terrain of gender 
identity. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
    

    

A vocabulary moment: 

trans* refers to people whose 
gender identity is different from 

the gender identity they were 
assigned at birth, including 

people who are transgender, 
genderqueer, gender-

nonconforming, gender non-
binary, gender fluid, gender 

fabulous people. 

Cisgender refers to people 
whose gender identity is, for the 

most part, aligned with the 
gender they were assigned at 
birth and in which they were 

socialized. 

Kehilla Sings! 

 
         Interested in being part of a Kehilla Choir this Fall 
and Winter? We may offer this opportunity through 
our Adult Ed program with Bon Singer, a veteran 
cantor and synagogue choir director who has also 
directed Ya'Elah and Kitka.  
     PLEASE click on the following link and fill out a short 
questionnaire by Aug 28 to help us discern whether 
and how to move forward, and pass it on to your 
friends! 

 https://goo.gl/forms/Vd6jFONpn4IphBrK2 

https://goo.gl/forms/Vd6jFONpn4IphBrK2
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The Annual Kehilla Membership Retreat:  
Toward Further Improvements in Accessibility  

by Marilyn Golden & Don Stone 

In our debrief after another successful annual retreat, Kehilla’s Retreat Committee discussed how to achieve further 
improvements in the accessibility of the retreat to all members. Below is a report.  It addresses all dimensions of 
accessibility including affordability, access to the location, planning issues, and mobility access.  
 

Addressing Accessibility  at the Annual Kehilla Summer Retreat

     In the Retreat Committee’s debriefing of this year’s 
retreat, one focus of discussion has been about the 
accessibility challenges of Bort Meadow. There are 
various kinds of accessibility needs, including   
affordability, location, registration constraints, and 
physical mobility, all which contribute to the retreat 
location and experience being attractive and 
welcoming. 
     Affordability. We’ve had many comments that our 
past weekend retreats at retreat centers were out of 
the price range of many individuals and especially 
families—even with elective camping such as at Walker 
Creek Ranch.  
    Location issues: We have had requests for a location 
that is easy to get to on a Friday afternoon for people 
who want to camp the first night—and also for people 
who want make a round trip on Saturday. At Bort 
Meadow and at Walker Ranch, there is lack of cell 
phone reception. This can limit some members’ 
capacity to take part. Sometimes at Bort, there have 
been difficulties getting in and out of the locked gate 
when no one was on duty Friday.  
     Planning flexibility.  We need a site that is big 
enough that it does not require us to commit to a 
certain attendance well in advance. It helps to have 
flexibility that allows for final week commitment to 
attending, or even the day-of. Camping or easy 
commuting helps last minute planning and increases 
the numbers attending—about 25-30% of participants 
sign up or show up the last week. 
     Physical mobility. Challenges come with bumpiness 
or steepness of the terrain, any steps (none at Bort 
Meadow), accessibility to bathrooms (new Bort 
Meadow bathrooms are wheelchair accessible, though 
far from activities), parking availability, drop-off option 
for those needing it, and distance between the 
different stations—food, service, bathrooms, drop-off 
spot. We have had requests from people with mobility 
needs to have more accommodations so that they can 
attend either Bort Meadow, or another site.  
     Given these parameters, we are proceeding in the 
following manner: 

      *Reserve Bort Meadow for a weekend in July 2017 
(already have requested 7/14-16/2017, will hear back 
in late October if we got it). 
     *Tell anyone interested that we welcome their 
research on an alternative site that takes into account 
the factors mentioned above (our deposit for Bort 
Meadow, assuming we get our request, will be small 
enough to forfeit if we find a better site). 
     *Be proactive in responding to accessibility needs. 
Build into the reservation process a way to 
communicate specific needs and figure out best 
practices to meet them. For instance, the registration 
form/website will have a contact person for 
accessibility needs when we start to advertise next 
year’s retreat—Marilyn Golden may be filling this 
function. So coming up with solutions to specific needs 
can be creatively addressed well in advance. 
     Several congregants have already volunteered to 
assist with accessibility issues, including suggesting 
other sites/centers and being available to accompany 
individuals needing assistance to navigate at Bort 
Meadow, which is largely relatively flat, though the 
ground has a bumpy, uneven surface. 
     *Research alternative means of conveyance to 
transport individuals from point to point at the Bort 
Meadow site, possibly in ways that make use of the 
assistance from a volunteer. This research has already 
begun, with an initial finding that vehicles like golf carts 
are probably too expensive to own, rent, or transport 
from rental locations. Kehilla may have access to one 
or more ordinary wheelchairs that can be used. Or, all 
terrain wheelchairs may be one possibility. There may 
be other ways to deal with the bumpy terrain between 
the car turn-around and the dining tables that are not 
dependent upon volunteer assistance, and allow for 
more independent movement. 
     *Other concerns, suggestions, or ideas, regarding 
Kehilla Retreat accessibility issues or how to address 
them? Want to volunteer your assistance? 
     Contact either Marilyn Golden 
at mgolden@dredf.org, or Don Stone 
at donstone1@aol.com or 510-703-0073. 

mailto:mgolden@dredf.org,
mailto:donstone1@aol.com
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On the Origins of Kehilla: 
Social Justice 

                                                     by Rabbi Burt Jacobson 
Note: This is the fifth of a series of 
personal essays on the beginnings of 
Kehilla. Each article shares the 
origins of one or more of the ideals 
and/or values that motivated me to 
start Kehilla. The essays are adapted 

from the manuscript of the book I am in the process of 
completing, tentatively titled There is Only One Love: 
The Ba’al Shem Tov in the Modern World. 
     My passion for social justice came from my mother, 
Gert Jacobson. As the chairwoman of the Anti-
Defamation League in Cleveland during World War II, 
she tried to awaken the Jewish community to the Nazi 
atrocities in Europe. When our family moved to Texas 
in 1947, Gert became the chairwoman of the Anti-
Defamation League in San Antonio. In that capacity she 
worked with teachers in the public schools, instructing 
them on how to promote racial, ethnic and religious 
tolerance in their classrooms.  
     My mother’s commitment to social justice stemmed 
from her father, Ruby Goldberg. My grandfather, who 
was born in Romania, was a women’s tailor. A secular 
Yiddish-speaking Jew, he was strongly drawn to 
socialism. He became a negotiator for the International 
Ladies’ Garment Workers Union in New York. My 
mother remembered him coming home from the 
negotiations, infuriated by the tightfisted attitudes of 
the factory owners. He would go to the kitchen, pick up 
a carving knife and bang it repeatedly on the counter. 
“Those G… d…. bosses, those G… d…. bosses, they 
won’t give us a nickel! They won’t give us a nickel! 
      I did not hear that story until I was an adult, but I 
learned about the biblical prophets as a young student 
in the religious school of Temple Beth El in San 
Antonio. I came to admire the commitment of the 
Reform movement to social justice. 
       Yet, I did not study the words of the biblical 
prophets until I entered rabbinical school. In 1961, as a 
second-year student at the Jewish Theological 
Seminary, I took a seminar with Abraham Joshua 
Heschel on the prophets. By this time, Heschel was well 
on his way to becoming the most well-known Jewish 
religious thinker in the United States.  
       Heschel had completed his dissertation on the 
prophets in the late 1930s in Germany, just as the Nazi 
regime had come into power. In the late 1950s he 
decided to rewrite the book in English. The members of 

our seminar were privileged to read the galley proofs 
of The Prophets with him.  
    In the book’s introduction, Heschel wrote: 
     The things that horrified the prophets are even now 
daily occurrences all over the world. There is no society 
to which Amos’ words would not apply. 

Listen to this, you merchants who crush the 
poor,and trample on the needy! You who are 
thinking,“When will this New Moon festival  
finally be over so that we can sell our grain, and 
this Sabbath day, so we can market our wheat? 
Then we will tamper with the scales, making the 
bushel-measure smaller and the shekel-weight 
bigger. And then we can make slaves of the 
poor, buying them for their debt of a piece of 
silver or a pair of sandals, and we will even get 
paid for moldy wheat.”YHWH, the Pride of Israel, 
has sworn: ‘’I will never forget what you have 
done!’  Amos 8:4-7 

      Indeed, [Heschel continued] the sort of crimes and 
even the amount delinquency that fill the prophets of 
Israel with dismay do not go beyond that which we 
regard as normal, as typical ingredients of social 
dynamics. To us, a single act of injustice—cheating in 
business, exploitation of the poor—is slight; to the 
prophets, a disaster. To us injustice is injurious to the 
welfare of the people; to the prophets, it is a 
deathblow to existence; to us, an episode; to them, a 
catastrophe, a threat to the world.  
     Heschel’s prose was incandescent. I found his ability 
to enter the consciousness of the prophets utterly 
remarkable. As a result, the voices of the prophets 
have both stirred and haunted me throughout my life. 
     In the following years I found myself especially 
drawn to Amos, the first of the literary prophets, who 
focused almost exclusively on the necessity for social 
justice. Amos seemed totally relevant to the political 
climate of the late 1960s. Indeed, the Reverend Martin 
Luther King, Jr., who became Heschel’s friend and 
colleague, often cited Amos’ words. The day before he 
was assassinated in 1968, King delivered a speech in 
support of the striking sanitation workers in Memphis, 
in which he said:    

"Somehow the preacher must have a kind of fire 
shut up in his bones. And whenever injustice is 
around he must tell it. Somehow the preacher must  
[continued on next page] 
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On the Origins of Kehilla (continued) 
 
be an Amos, who said, “When God speaks, who can 
but prophesy?” Again with Amos, “Let justice roll 
down like waters and righteousness like a mighty 
stream.”  

       In the late 1960s I taught classes about Amos and 
his message to both high school students and adults. I 
emphasized the prophet’s fiery denunciations of 
corruption, wealth, luxury, perversion of justice and 
superficial religion.  

       As I thought about starting a synagogue in the early 
1980s, the fierce voice of Amos called out to me. I felt 
that this radical prophet of justice simply had to be 
given a platform in a city like Berkeley, which had been 
strongly identified with rapid social change, civic 
unrest, and political upheaval in the 1960s and ‘70s. 
The political Left was still robust and there were 
moral/political issues— the Israel-Palestine conflict, 
nuclear weapons, central American refugees—that 
cried out to be dealt with from a prophetic religious 
perspective. 

 
Thank you for Your Generosity 

 

Bar/Bat Mitvah Program 
Susan Coto McKenna and Rafael Coto 

General Fund 
Jane Weisbin and Charles Reilly 

Nueva Esperanza Accompaniment Teams (NEAT) 
Hope Friedman 
Irene McPhail 

Carolyn Schour 
Herbert Salomon and Marcia Liberson 

Simone Masson 
Lisa Rothman 
Ralph Silber 

Sandy Vaughn 
And members of Kehilla's three Accompaniment Teams 

Rabbi's Discretionary Fund 
David Levine and Laurel Zien

All Congregants Deserve A Safe Home 

If you or anyone in your home is experiencing: 
     >Child abuse  
     >Elder abuse  
     >Dependent adult abuse  
     >Teen dating violence 
     >Intimate partner violence (domestic violence) 
    The Kehilla Committee Against Abuse (CAA), working along side the Spiritual Life Practices Committee (SLPC), is 
here to help you become or remain safe.   If you are experiencing any kind of abuse, please call: Steven Falk, long-
time Kehilla member, at (510) 708-0517; Julie Patrusky, experienced domestic violence counselor and long-time 
Kehilla member, at (510) 528-0299; or Rabbi David at (510) 547-2424 x103.   Call the Shalom Bayit (Peace in the 
Home) helpline for counseling and advocacy for teen dating violence and domestic violence issues at: (866) SHALOM-
7 (742-5667) toll-free within the Bay Area or (510) 451-7233 (SAFE) outside the Bay Area.
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September 2016 
Fri., Sept. 2, NO Kabbalat Shabbat service tonight. 
Please join us on Friday night, Sept 16.  

Sat., Sept 3, 10:30am, Elul Shabbat Service on the 
Marina – Rosh Chodesh. Yes, it is one month to go to 
Rosh Hashanah and at this special outdoor service on 
the Marina we will celebrate the New Moon of Elul 
which includes Hallel, the musical holiday celebration 
prayers, led by Beth Dickinson. Discussion led by Rabbi 
David on our High Holy Day theme on our how our 
work on immigration and refugees connects to our 
Jewish path. Check the website for location. Bring a 
chair with you and prepare to dress warmly. Kiddush to 
follow.  Please bring vegetarian finger foods to share, if 
you are able.  

Tues., Sept. 6, 7:30pm. Middle East Peace Committee 
Meeting. Back classroom. 

Wed., Sept. 7, 7:50am Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room. (Enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview.)  Doors open at 7:50 a.m., 
short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30, 
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. 

Wed., Sept. 7, 6:30pm  Spiritual Life Practices 
Committee Meeting.  Fireside Room. 

Thurs., Sept. 8, 4-6pm. Kehilla School. Please enter 
through the kitchen door. 

Thurs., Sept. 8, 6:30pm. "700 Benches: 
Experiencing Biblical Hebrew." Taught by Jenna Kemp 
First class of the series.. (See details on p. 10)  

Fri., Sept. 9, 6:30pm, Friday Night Peace Walk with 
Rabbi David and OCO. This is an easy opportunity to 
really be part of the movement for peace in our own 
community led by Oakland Community Organizations’ 
Ceasefire campaign. Rabbi David has affirmed to OCO 
that we will try to have at least ten Kehilla folk join him 
at these walks for community peace.. The campaign is 
many-sided, including the training and mobilization of 
neighborhood peace interveners, the retraining of 
police, and a weekly peace walk with local 
congregations to support a “culture of peace and 
healing” in neighborhoods at risk. Rabbi David reports 
that he has done this about 10 times and it is an 

especially nice way to meet people from across the 
spectrum of Oakland communities.Meet inside First 
Mt. Sinai Church, 1970 86th Ave. For info, call 510-606-
5064.    

Sat., Sept. 10, 10am. Chai Elul Shabbat and New 
Member Welcome. Join our “Bima Team” for a 
spirited, musical service as we immerse in the month of 
Elul and prepare for the High Holy Days. Our newest 
members will receive a special honor during the Torah 
service, and we’ll kick off the morning with Ketzev 
Kehilla, our prayerful percussion orchestra. Come one, 
come all! Children most welcome! Vegetarian potluck 
luncheon to follow. Please bring a vegetarian dish to 
share.  Kiddush also sponsored by Ruth Goldstone & 
James Eder in honor of Ruth's mother Merle S. 
Goldstone's yartzheit. 

Mon., Sept. 12, 7pm. Book Discussion Group. We will 
discuss The Fixer by Bernard Malamud. Fireside Room. 
(See p. 8 for details.) 

Mon., Sept. 12, 7:30pm. Conversion Group. Buber 
Room. (See p. 10 for details.) 

Tues., Sept. 13, 7pm. Generosity Committee meeting. 
Fireside Room. 

Wed., Sept. 14, 7:50am Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room. (Enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview.)  Doors open at 7:50 a.m., 
short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30, 
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. 

Thurs., Sept. 15, 4-6pm. Kehilla School. Please enter 
through the kitchen door. 

Thurs., Sept. 15, 6:30pm. "700 Benches: 
Experiencing Biblical Hebrew." Taught by Jenna Kemp. 
(See details on p. 10.)  

Fri., Sept. 16, 5:30-7:30pm Solar Lights for Gaza 
Fundraiser and Pre-Shabbat Potluck: This is a special 
pre-Shabbat Service gathering and potluck meal 
organized by Kehilla’s Greening Committee and Middle 
East Peace Committee. The purpose is to raise 
tzedakah for Rebuilding Alliance’s project to provide 
solar lights for the residents of Gaza where electricity is 

Kehilla Community Synagogue 
1300 Grand Avenue (at Fairview) 

Piedmont, CA  94610 
(510) 547-2424 

Please come fragrance-free to all Kehilla events, 
for the health of people with respiratory conditions 

and chemical sensitivities. 
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often available for only four or five hours in a day. This 
is especially needed by children who would otherwise 
study at night by hazardous candle or kerosene light. 
(See article p. 8 .) Guest speaker: Donna Baranski-
Walker, founder of Rebuilding Alliance. We will have a 
Potluck Dinner in the Social Hall starting at 5:30.  Please 
bring a vegetarian or fish dish to share.  

Fri., Sept. 16, 7:30pm, Kabbalat Shabbat with Hazzan 
Shulamit, Julie Nesnansky, and Beth Dickinson. Join us 
for a soulful and spirited musical evening to welcome in 
the joy and peace of Shabbat.  Kiddush to follow. 
Please bring veggie finger foods to share! 

Sat., Sept. 17, 10:30am, Elul Shabbat Service with our 
Chevra Kadisha, at Kehilla led by Rabbi David, Hazzan 
Shulamit, and Julie Nesnansky. Celebrating the 
completion of our “Sh’mira Readings Project.” Sh’mira 
is the ritual of staying with the body of the deceased in 
the period preceding the funeral during which the 
shomer (“guardian”) traditionally reads from the book 
of psalms. For our members when they do Sh’mira, 
Kehilla’s Chevra Kadisha has assembled readings from 
innovative and interpretive translations of the psalms 
some of which we will read at this service. We will have 
a short Torah reading that morning with one aliyah. 
Deuteronomy 22:6-12. If you want to chant this, email 
Rabbi David.  In the Fireside Room. Kiddush sponsored 
by the Chevra Kadisha. 

Sat., Sept. 17, 3:30-6:30pm. Kehilla High Holy Days Art 
Reception. Fireside Room and throughout the building. 
(See announcement, p.4 for details.) 

Sun., Sept. 18, 3:30-7pm. A Community Forum on the 
Movement for Black Lives Platform Study & 
Conversation. With Kehilla leaders, staff, and 
members.  (See article, p. 9 for details.) Buber Room. 

Sun., Sept. 18, 1- 3 pm, “We Are the Bridge” Exhibit 
Reception at Osher Marin JCC in San Rafael. Sponsored 
by the Faith Trio (Kehilla, Islamic Cultural Center, 
Montclair Presbyterian). Includes at least two artists 
who are Kehilla members, Lea Delson and Susan 
Freundlich. 200 North San Pedro Rd. San Rafael 94903. 

Sun., Sept. 18, 2pm.  Yoga for Renewal. Rooted in 
Jewish Mystical Teachings. With Julie Emden of Jewish 
LearningWorks.  Co-sponsored by Kehilla.  4th Street 
Yoga, 1809C 4th Street, Berkeley, CA 94710. $25 Public 
/$20 members of co-sponsoring organizations. 
Register: tinyurl.com/yoga918.  

Sun., Sept. 18, 4pm. "Drumming As Prayer" class with 
Debbie Fier. Fireside Room. (See p. _ for details.) 

Wed., Sept. 21, 7:50am Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room (Enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview)  Doors open at 7:50 a.m., 

short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30, 
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. 

Wed., Sept. 21, 7pm. "Drumming As Prayer" class with 
Debbie Fier. Fireside Room. (See p. 11 for details.) 

Thurs., Sept. 22, 4-6pm. Kehilla School. Please enter 
through the kitchen door. 

Thurs., Sept. 22, 6:30pm. "700 Benches: 
Experiencing Biblical Hebrew." Taught by Jenna Kemp. 
Back classroom, main floor. (See details on p. 10.)  

Fri., Sept. 23,  6:-9:00 Bar/Bat Mitzvah Shabbat 
Celebration: This evening is for all Bar Bat Mitzvah 
family members and is a required part of the BBM 
Program. Come to the synagogue to welcome in the 
new school year and the New Year with a festive 
Shabbat evening. We will begin with a short table 
service followed by a vegetarian potluck.   Fireside 
Room & Sanctuary. 

Fri., Sept. 23,  6:30pm Tot Shabbat.  For babies and 
children up to 5 years old (or older if they enjoy it) and 
their grown-ups. Led by Jen Miriam Kantor, Alon 
Altman and Jen’s puppet friends. Please bring a 
vegetarian potluck dish.  Social Hall. Childcare will be 
provided upon request. 

Sat., Sept. 24, No Shabbat Morning service – Join us 
tonight for Pre-Holy Days Ingathering. 

Sat., Sept. 24. The Bird of Many Colors: A Pre-Holy 
Days Ingathering: 7:15pm schmooze with 
refreshments in the Social Hall, program begins at 8pm.  
Gather with us one week before Rosh Hashanah, as we 
turn together toward the Days of Awe. This year, rather 
than observing Selichot with a service, all are welcome 
to an evening of community, music, stories, meditation 
and reflection.  Join us in the social hall for a little nosh 
and socializing, followed by a program led by the 
Kehilla spiritual leadership and musical prayer leaders, 
as we focus our awareness and maybe set some 
intention for our experience of the holy days.   If you 
are new to Kehilla, or to Kehilla’s observance of the 
High Holydays, this evening is a lovely way to begin the 
experience.  If you’re accustomed to the Selichot 
services of the last few years, you’ll find a similar 
opportunity in this program for settling into intention 
and reflection. 

Sun., Sept. 25, 8:15am-4pm, ROPES course for Bar/Bat 
Mitzvah Students. Students will carpool together to 
the spectacular Fort Miley for a day of fun, adventure 
and an exploration of team building activities. BBM 
families will receive more information about this in the 
mail. 
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Sun., Sept. 25, 1:15-3:30 pm. Interfaith Environmental 
Activity with the Faith Trio (Kehilla, Islamic Cultural 
Center, Montclair Presbyterian). This interfaith activity 
involves removing non-native plants in Joaquin Miller 
Park. Four more volunteers from Kehilla are still 
needed. To volunteer, call Lea Delson 510-528-6725. 

Sun., Sept. 25, 9am. Joyfully Jewish for 
Kindergarteners. Back classroom, main floor. 

Sun., Sept. 25, 5pm. "Mrs. Reiff and the Counterfeit 
Shop," a staged play reading by Stephanie Anne 
Johnson. Sponsored by Kehilla. A touching portrait of 
the friendship between a Black teenager and a 
Holocaust survivor in the 1960s.(See details, p. 6.) 

Tues., Sept. 27, 6:45pm. (Dinner at 6:15)  Board of 
Trustees Meeting. All are welcome. Fireside  Room. 

Wed., Sept. 28, 7:50am Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room. (Enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview.)  Doors open at 7:50 a.m., 
short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30, 
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. 

Thurs., Sept. 29, 4-6pm. Kehilla School. Please enter 
through the kitchen door. 

Thurs., Sept. 29, 6:30pm. "700 Benches: 
Experiencing Biblical Hebrew." Taught by Jenna Kemp. 
Back classroom, main floor. (See details on p. 10.)  

Fri., Sept. 30.  No Services. 
 

October 2016 
Sat., Oct. 1, 10:30am, Elul Shabbat Service at Kehilla 
with Sharon Grodin and Julie Nesnanksy, a smaller 
service in the Fireside Room, with music and reflection.   
  
Sun., Oct. 2, 6:30pm, Erev Rosh Hashanah services at 
Scottish Rite Center, 1547 Lakeside Drive, Oakland.  For 
both adults and children, start at 6:30pm. Sermon by 
Rabbi Dev.  
 
Mon., Oct. 3. Rosh Hashanah services. SERVICES WILL 
END before 12:45! at Scottish Rite Center, 1547 
Lakeside Drive, Oakland. Our leaders are determined to 
conclude the service  in time for tashlich and lunch at a 
reasonable hour. 
8:30 – 9:15am. Silent Meditation Space - 3rd Floor 
9:30am – 12:40pm. Main Rosh Hashanah Morning 
Service, beginning with Ketzev Kehilla with Kehilla’s 
Spiritual Leaders, Hazzan Shulamit and our Musical 
Prayer Leaders 
10:00 – 11:15am. Family and Youth Service with Rabbi 
Dev Noily, Sandra Razieli, Natalie Boskin, and Musical 

Prayer Leader Beth Dickinson and surprise guests! 
Children, teens and adults welcome. 

10:15 - 11:15am. Rosh Hashanah Toddler Services with 
Jen Miriam and Alon Altman. Geared towards babies, 
tots, and kids up to 5 years olds and their grown ups or 
families. 
12:45-12:55pm, Tashlich at Lake Merritt (across the 
street from services) with Rabbi David. 

 Tues., Oct. 4, 9:30am-12:30pm, Second Day Rosh 
Hashanah Services at Kehilla, 1300 Grand Avenue, 
Piedmont, with Rabbi Chaya Gusfield and Eve Decker. 
Kehilla Sanctuary. Receive the replenishment of 
contemplative song, story, and silence. Rabbi Chaya 
Gusfield and Buddhist teacher and musician Eve Decker 
use the beautiful complement of Jewish and Buddhist 
teachings, music, and spiritual practices to delve deeply 
into the essence of this holy day. A more intimate 
service for the second day. 

Wed., Oct. 5, 7:50am Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room. (Enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview.)  Doors open at 7:50 a.m., 
short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30, 
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. 

Wed., Oct. 5, 6:30pm. Spiritual Life Practices 
Committee meeting. Fireside Room. 

Wed., Oct. 5, 7:30pm. Middle East Peace Committee 
Meeting. Fireside Room. 

Thurs., Oct. 6. No Kehilla School. 

Fri., Oct. 7, 7:30pm. NO Kabbalat Shabbat services. 
Please join us for Shabbat Shuva on Saturday morning, 
Oct 8. Our next Kabbalat Shabbat service with Hazzan 
Shulamit will be on November 4.   

Sat., Oct. 8, 10:30am. Shabbat Shuva Service at 
Kehilla.  Join Howard Hamburger and Julie Nesnansky 
for the special Shabbat service situated within the Ten 
Days of Awe. We take the themes of the High Holydays 
and we explore them in the context of Shabbat in a 
smaller service context. Kiddush sponsored by Beth 
Weinberger in memory of her mother, Frieda 
Weinberger, and by Amy Bat Tzipora in memory of her 
beloved Bubbies, Zaydies, mother and father. 

Mon., Oct. 10, 7pm.  Book Discussion Group.  We will 
discuss Mystics of Mile End by Sigal Samuel. Fireside 
Room. 

Tues., Oct. 11, 6:30pm. Kol Nidre Service (for grown 
ups) at Scottish Rite Center, 1547 Lakeside Drive, 
Oakland. Judaism’s most cherished prayer sung once a 
year, Kol Nidre, kicks off a day of collective 
introspection. Sermon by Rabbi David. 
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 Tues., Oct. 11, 6:30pm. Family Kol Nidre Service (for 
children and family) at Kehilla, 1300 Grand Avenue, 
Piedmont Led by Rabbi Dev Noily & Lior Ben-Hur.  
Geared toward children ages 6-12.  Children of all ages 
and adults welcome. 

Tues., Oct. 11, 6:30pm, Toddler Kol Nidre Service (for 
babies and tots) at Kehilla, 1300 Grand Avenue, 
Piedmont Led by Jen Miriam and Alon Altman.  A 
musical, spiritual journey geared toward kids up to 5 
years old and their grown ups.  

Wed., Oct. 12. Yom Kippur Morning Services 
at Scottish Rite Center, 1547 Lakeside Drive, Oakland 
8:30am- 9:15am, Silent Meditation Space 
9:30am,  Main Yom Kippur Morning Service 
10:00am- 11:00am, Youth Services  (6th - 8th grades) 

 Wed., Oct. 12. Yom Kippur Afternoon/Evening 
Services & Activities at Kehilla, 1300 Grand Avenue, 
Piedmont 
2:00- 4:30pm Drop off potluck offerings at Kehilla (or 
bring them at 7:45pm) 
2:30-3:30 pm Workshops 
4:30 pm Yizkor (Remembrance of those who died) 
5:15 pm Rabbi Burt sermon, Healing Service & 
Dukhanen (Priestly blessings) 
6:30 pm Ne’ila (Closing the Gates) 
8:00pm-9:30pm Community Pot Luck Break-Fast at 
Kehilla. Please bring a vegetarian main dish to share. 
Food can be dropped off at Kehilla between 2:00 & 
4:30 p.m., or at 7:45 p.m. 

Thurs., Oct. 13. No Kehilla School. 

Fri., Oct. 14, 6:30pm, Friday Night Peace Walk with 
OCO. Usually Rabbi David is on these walks but may be 
out of town this weekend. But Kehilla people have 
been coming, so it would be great to continue to have 
our shul’s participation in David’s absence. This is an 
easy opportunity to really be part of the movement for 
peace in our own community led by Oakland 
Community Organizations’ Ceasefire campaign. The 
campaign is many-sided including the training and 
mobilization of neighborhood peace interveners, the 
retraining of police, and a weekly peace walk with local 
congregations to support a “culture of peace and 
healing” in neighborhoods at risk. The neighbors there 
support these walks and it has always been peaceful 
and friendly. It’s a nice way to meet people from across 
the spectrum of Oakland communities who support 
Ceasefire efforts. Meet inside First Mt. Sinai Church, 
1970 86th Ave. For info, call 510-606-5064.   

Sat. Oct. 15, 10:30am. Shabbat Service with Sharon 
Grodin and Beth Dickinson. As we read the poem that 
comprises parashat Haazinu (Deuteronomy 32), we can 

see the influence of the theology of the prophets on 
this chapter. Of course, the prophets were centuries 
after Moses, so this is a much later insert into the 
Torah with a very different way of seeing God. What 
was this theology and how does it connect to later 
Jewish spirituality and to our social activism today? We 
will especially look at Deuteronomy 32:37-40. Kiddush 
to follow. Bring a veggy potluck dish to share. Fireside 
Room. 

Sun., Oct. 16, 11am-1pm. Kehilla Neighborhood 
Brunches. 

Sun., Oct. 16, 5:30pm. Chai Mitzvah Group. Back 
classroom, main floor.   (See details, p. 11.)  

Mon., Oct. 17, 7-9pm. Community Discussion of Ballot 
Propositions and Local Measures.  Sponsored by the 
Economic Justice Committee, the Greening Committee 
and Anti-Death Penalty Action Group. Social Hall. (See 
article, p. 17.) 

Mon., Oct. 17, 6:30pm. "Elements of Magical Judaism" 
class. Taught by Jude Elfe & Jonathan Furst. Sanctuary.  
(See p. 12 for details.) 

Wed., Oct. 19, 7:50am Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room. (Enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview.)  Doors open at 7:50 a.m., 
short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30, 
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. 

Wed., Oct. 19, 7pm. Economic Justice Committee 
Meeting. Social Hall. 

Thurs., Oct. 20, 4-6pm. Kehilla School. Please enter 
through the kitchen door. 

Fri., Oct. 21, 6:30pm, Sukkot Shabbat Friday Evening 
Potluck in the Sukkah. Bring the whole family and join 
us for a Sukkot dinner in the Sukkah (and/or Social 
Hall). This is not a ritual-heavy event – our major 
purpose is to celebrate and be happy, which is the very 
purpose the Torah describes for the holiday. We’ll do a 
few blessings, then a potluck dinner, conversation, 
perhaps a chance for kids to make sukkah decorations, 
and then, as you choose to, do the ritual of blessing the 
lulav palm frond and shaking in blessing to all the 
world’s directions with Rabbi David. At Kehilla 
Remember: Bring a veggy potluck dish to share and be 
joyous. 

Sat., Oct. 22, 10:30am. Sukkot Shabbat with Special 
Procession.  Appropriate for everyone in the family. 
Join Rabbi David & Julie Nesnansky as we celebrate 
Sukkot with a joyous musical service and processions 
(“hakafot”) with lulav followed by Kiddush in the 
sukkah. Bring veggie finger food to share. 
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Mon. Oct. 24. Simchat Torah Celebration at Chochmat 
HaLev  2215 Prince St., Berkeley at Fulton. 
Join with all the Bay Area Renewal communities for a 
night of sacred and ecstastic dancing to live music and 
special Torah chanting to celebrate the conclusion of 
our High Holy Day journey.    
6:00pm  Special Kids Celebration with Jen Miriam and 
Alon Altman, dance and sing around the Torah with  
puppets, music and friends 
6:30pm Vegetarian potluck dinner 
7:00 pm Maariv, Dancing and Torah service with the 
Shirat HaLev Musicians 
9:30 pm- Kiddush and refreshments 
Donation:  Members of participating organizations: 
$15-10   General Public $20-15   Children: $5 

Tues., Oct. 25, 6:45pm. (Dinner at 6:15)  Board of 
Trustees Meeting. All are welcome. Fireside  Room. 

Wed., Oct. 26, 7:50am Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room. (Enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview.)  Doors open at 7:50 a.m., 
short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30, 
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. 

Wed., Oct. 26, 7pm. A Class in the Poetic Word. Taught 
by Lenore Weiss. Fireside Room. (See p. 12 for details.) 

Thurs., Oct. 27, 4-6pm.  Kehilla School. Please enter 
through the kitchen door. 

Thurs., Oct. 27, 6:30pm. "700 Benches: 
Experiencing Biblical Hebrew." Taught by Jenna Kemp. 
(See details on p. 10)  

Fri., Oct. 28, 6:30pm, Tot Shabbat. For children up to 5 
years old (or older if they enjoy it) and their grown-ups. 
Led by Jen Miriam Kantor, Alon Altman and Jen’s 
puppet friends. Please bring a vegetarian potluck dish. 
In the Social Hall. 

Sat., Oct 29, 10:30am.  Shabbat Service and Torah 
Study with Rabbi David and Beth Dickinson. Here we go 
again! We are starting the Torah anew from the first 
parasha of the Torah. We will be looking at the mythic 
Garden of Eden story and how it has been 
reinterpreted in traditional and modern midrash (such 
as by Lilith Magazine and John Steinbeck). During the 
service, rather than chanting the Torah we will study 

and discuss Chapter 3 of Genesis. Followed by Kiddush. 
Bring veggie finger food to share. 

Sat., Oct.29, 9am. 30th annual Harmony Walk/Run to 
End Homelessness in Richmond, hosted by the Greater 
Richmond Interfaith Program (GRIP). Check-in 9:30am. 
Walk begins 10:30am.The web address with a link to 
our team page & further details will be provided in the 
Kehilla weekly e-mails. You can walk or run for as 
much, or as little, a distance as you want.  And, there 
will be a festival in the park after the walk. (See 
announcement, p. 14.) 

Sun., Oct. 30, 2:30-5:00, (1) Nuts and Bolts Workshop 
for Parents & (2) Interactive Discussion with Shalom 
Bayit for Bar/Bat Mitzvah Students 
(1) is required for parents, (2) is highly recommended 
for Students 
   Parents who have previously gone through the 
program will be coming to and share their nuts and 
bolts experiences about planning for the whole year, 
including sharing details about how to keep things 
organized, as well as kiddush and party planning. 
Simultaneously, Zephira Derblich-Milea from Shalom 
Bayit will be presenting her award-winning workshop, 
“Love Shouldn’t Hurt.” www.shalom-bayit.org/teen 
In this workshop, students will have the opportunity to 
learn and discuss about how to build and maintain 
healthy relationships.    
For questions or to request childcare for BBM related 
activities, contact sandra@kehillasynagogue.org.  

Mon., Oct. 31, 6:30-9:30pm. "Elements of Magical 
Judaism" class. Taught by Jude Elfe & Jonathan Furst. 
Sanctuary.  (See p. 12 for details.) 

Sat., Nov. 5, 6:45pm. Annual Harvest Dinner of the 
Faith Trio (Kehilla, Islamic Cultural Center, Montclair 
Presbyterian). Come early at 6:15 if you would like to 
be present at the Muslim evening prayer. Followed by 
multi-faith blessings before dinner. Designated potluck: 
Kehilla members bring veggy salads (fish okay). 
Muslims, Jews and Christians eating together and an 
opportunity to discuss the subject of the evening: 
Solidarity: A Spiritual Necessity. At the Islamic Cultural 
Center, 1433 Madison Street, Oakland. 
 

 
  

http://www.shalom-bayit.org/teen
mailto:sandra@kehillasynagogue.org.
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Kehilla Community Synagogue 
Please use the following number for all staff:  (510) 547-2424 

Co-Rabbi, David J. Cooper 
Rabbidavid@kehillasynagogue.org 

Co-Rabbi, Dev Noily  
RabbiDev@kehillasynagogue.org 

Executive Director,  Michael Saxe-Taller 
Michael@kehillasynagogue.org 

Managing Director, Beth Bittle 
Beth@kehillasynagogue.org 

Hazzan Shulamit Wise Fairman 
Shulamit@kehillasynagogue.org 

Bar/Bat Mitvzah Program Director, Sandra Razieli 
Sandra@kehillasynagogue.org 

Founding Rabbi, Burt Jacobson   (510) 283-5704 
RabBurt@earthlink.net 
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Communications Coordinator,  
Sasha Gottfried 
Sasha@kehillasynagogue.org 

Youth Programs Coordinator,  
Natalie Boskin  
Natalie@kehillasynagogue.org 

Bookkeeper, Molly Melamed 
Molly@kehillasynagogue.org 

Events Line: 

Fax: (510) 547-2442 

Chevra Kadisha: 
Jane Hoberman: 510-843-6047 

Committee Against Abuse: 
Steven Falk: 510-339-0517 

Spiritual Life Practices Committee Chair:  
Shoshana Finacom 
Spirituallife@kehillasynagogue.org 
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              High Holy Days 5777/2016 
                     Seeking Shelter in the Days of Awe:  
            Immigrants and Refugees, Longing and Home 
                                                    by Rabbi Dev Noily 

     In March of this year a 
group of Kehilla members 
working on immigration 
issues called a meeting to 
connect people in our 
community who are involved 

in all kinds of work and service with immigrants and 
refugees, and the laws and policies affecting them. 
    Here are some of the ways people who came to the 
meeting are engaged: 

 Working with Nueva Esperanza to form 
accompaniment teams who provide direct 
support to newly arrived Central American 
immigrants; 

 Supporting LGBT refugees through the Jewish 
Family and Community Services of the East 
Bay LGBT refugee resettlement program ; 

 Working with Jewish Voice for Peace doing 
neighborhood canvassing focused on 
welcoming refugees and ending Muslim 
profiling; 

 Participating in monthly vigils at the ICE West 
County Detention Facility to support 
immigrant detainees and their families; 

 Exploring Kehilla's potential to be a sanctuary 
synagogue for those who face deportation; 

 Providing legal or counseling services to 
immigrants; 

 Providing direct or financial support for Syrian 
and other refugees in Europe, through the 
Hebrew Immigrant Aid Society (HIAS) and 
other agencies; 

 Working with the East Bay Interfaith 
Immigration Coalition; 

 Providing support to Syrian refugees coming 
to the U.S. 

    I left that meeting inspired and moved by the 
incredible energy among people in the Kehilla 
community.  There are so many ways that so many 
people are supporting immigrants and refugees, 

fighting against deportations and human rights 
abuses, and advocating for policy changes that reflect 
our commitment to welcome people who are fleeing 
war, persecution and social and economic turmoil.   
    One thing that came up at the meeting was the 
need to let more people know about the work that’s 
happening, and to help more people join in.  How 
could we get word out about where contributions are 
needed and how people contribute—whether 
someone has an occasional few hours or dollars to 
give, or has housing to share, or can offer an ongoing 
gift of time? 
    When the Spiritual Leadership team (Rabbi David, 
Hazzan Shulamit, Avi Rose, Rabbi Burt, Howard 
Hamburger, Sandra Razieli, Sharon Grodin and myself) 
met to consider our theme for this year’s High Holy 
Days, “immigrants and refugees” emerged as a 
compelling choice.  We saw at least a trio of 
interconnected reasons to dig into this ground:  (1) the 
urgent humanitarian and justice issues underlying the 
unprecedented migration underway, (2) the energy 
already flowing in Kehilla to address the crises, and (3) 
the potential for our coming together for High Holy 
Days to help more people respond to the crises.  
    One more reason to let ourselves be guided by this 
theme is its profoundly rich spiritual terrain.  
Experiences of seeking refuge, migrating, yearning for 
home and offering harbor and kindness to those 
fleeing from danger open up the big questions that all 
of us sometimes face in moments of stillness.  What is 
the sense of disorientation, separateness or apartness 
that we sometimes feel? How do we come to be at 
home in the world and in ourselves? What is our 
longing for connection and at-one-ment—where does 
it come from, and where can it lead us? What are our 
personal and communal histories of migration and 
how do they shape us? How can we move toward 
harmony and balance between our unique individual 
experience and our shared connection to all that is? 

[continued on p. 19]
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Renew Your Membership Now! 
    Kehilla members in good standing will automatically 

receive complimentary admission to High Holy Day 
services when you renew your membership for 2015-16.  

Your admission to High Holy Day services will be your 
name at the door, along with your name tag.  

    To renew your membership, please visit our website at 
www.KehillaSynagogue.org.     

 

Discounts 
On First-Time Membership 

    We are offering a discount on membership dues 
through December 1, 2016. Dues are $200 for Adults 
under 30, and $660 for Adults 30 and over, and will 
include tickets to all High Holy Day services. Conversely, 
any payment made for High Holy Day tickets can be 
applied to the cost of membership. Payment plans can be 
arranged. 

   Visit the website at www.KehillaSynagogue.org and 
click on “JOIN” for more information, or  contact Sasha at 
(510) 547-2424 x100 or Sasha@KehillaSynagogue.org.   

 

 

High Holy Day Tickets  
for the General Public 

Tickets to services  for the general public can be 
ordered on the website at 

http://kehillasynagogue.org/highholydays/  

Tickets will also be available 
 for purchase at the door. 

High Holy Days Schedule 
The Bird of Many Colors:  

A Pre-Holy Days Ingathering 
Saturday, September 24  

Social hour at 7:15, Program at 8pm 

Erev Rosh Hashanah at Scottish Rite Center  
Sunday, October 2, 6:30pm  

Rosh Hashanah at Scottish Rite Center  
Monday, October 3, 9:30am  

Rosh Hashanah Family & Youth Service 
 at Scottish Rite Center 
Monday, October 3, 10am 

Rosh Hashanah Toddler Services 
at Scottish Rite Center 

Monday, October 3, 10:15am 

Second Day Rosh Hashanah at Kehilla  
Tuesday, October 4, 9:30am 

Shabbat Shuvah at Kehilla 
Saturday, October 8, 10:30am 

Kol Nidre at Scottish Rite Center 
 Tuesday, October 11, 6:30pm  

Kol Nidre Family Service at Kehilla  
Tuesday, October 11, 6:30pm 

Kol Nidre Toddler Service at Kehilla  
Tuesday, October 11, 6:30pm 

Yom Kippur Day at Scottish Rite Center  
Wednesday, October 12, 9:30am  

Yom Kippur Youth Service for 6th-8th Graders 
at Scottish Rite Center 

Wednesday, October 12, 10am 

Yom Kippur Afternoon/Evening at Kehilla 
Wednesday, October 12 

2:00-4:30pm: Drop off potluck offerings* 
2:30-3:30pm: Workshops 

 4:30pm: Yizkor (Remembrance) 
5:15pm: Rabbi Burt Teaching, Healing Service & Dukhanen  

6:30pm: Ne’ila (Closing the Gates) 
8pm: Community Potluck Break-fast 

*Please bring a vegetarian main dish to share. Food can be 
dropped off at Kehilla between 2:00 & 4:30pm or at 7:45pm 

 

 

KKeehhiillllaa  HHiigghh  HHoollyy  DDaayyss  
22001166//55777777 

http://www.KehillaSynagogue.org.
http://www.KehillaSynagogue.org
mailto:Sasha@KehillaSynagogue.org.
http://kehillasynagogue.org/highholydays/
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Executively Speaking  
A New Year: Looking Ahead 

                                         by Michael Saxe-Taller, Executive Director 
      

       It is again that time of the Jewish 
cycle when we reflect on the past year    
and imagine the one that is coming.   
     This year, my first full Jewish year at 
Kehilla, was filled with important 

moments and solid growth for us as a congregation. We 
finished the year a stronger, more cohesive community. 
We have increased our membership, solidified our 
finances, updated our technology, prepared for an 
upcoming rabbinic transition and developed even more 
committed congregant leaders (for specifics, see my June 
Kol Kehilla article at http://kehillasynagogue.org/oh-
what-a-year/. I think we can be proud of all that we did 
to strengthen our community and to make constructive 
change in the communities around us. 
     I am jazzed for the year that is coming up. We enter 
the year planted on firm ground,  prepared to face the 
next important set of challenges for us as a community. I 
think these include: 
     Caring for our building – Our physical home is in need 
of some significant repair. In addition, we want our 
building to be more accessible and more welcoming to 
our own community and to those who join us.  
     Completing our Rabbinic transition – Rabbis David and 
Dev will be serving as Co-Rabbis for this year until the  

 
next stage of the transition occurs in July 2017. We will 
have many chances to appreciate Rabbi David for his 
years of work and to prepare for Rabbi Dev’s step into 
the senior rabbinic role. We will also be searching for a 
dynamic new Director of Kehilla School to join our Kehilla 
leadership team.  
     Addressing the issues of a growing community – 
Kehilla grew by 25 member households in the past year 
and we have reason to think that we will continue to 
grow this year as well. We will need to put attention to 
welcoming our new members, as well as to how we 
maintain our intimacy and individual care while we grow. 
     Thinking about our next 5-10 years – As our present 
day situation has become stable, we now have the 
opportunity to image our future as a congregation and to 
strategize and prioritize the steps that will get us there.    
The Kehilla Board and many of our other committees will 
have opportunities to do this kind of thinking. 
     I am excited for the opportunity to engage with you 
this year on these issues and on the many other aspects 
of Kehilla life.  
     May we all have a sweet year of working, building, 
growing and celebrating together as a community. 
L’Shana Tova

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

It's Membership Renewal Time! 

    It is time again for you to renew your annual Kehilla dues pledge. 

     We are excited to have a new membership renewal and registration process, a result of another one of our 
year’s major accomplishments - a new, upgraded database. We now have one form that is used for membership 
renewals, new memberships and religious school registrations. The form will combine all fees and allow you to 
set up a payment plan. We will also be able to automatically update your contact information into the database.  

     We strongly encourage everyone to renew their membership electronically. If you need a paper registration 
form, please contact Sasha Gottfried at 510-547-2424 x100 or Sasha@kehillasynagogue.org  

     You have recently received a letter and a couple of emails outlining the renewal/registration process. You can 
access the renewal/registration form by going to the to the Kehilla website or to the link in the renewal emails.  

     We deeply appreciate your membership in this community and look forward to another year together! 

  

http://kehillasynagogue.org/oh-
mailto:Sasha@kehillasynagogue.org
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Chai Elul Shabbat & 
New Member Welcome 

Saturday, September 10, 10am 

      Join our “Bima Team” for a spirited, musical service as 
we immerse in the month of Elul and prepare for the High 
Holy Days. Our newest members will receive a special 
honor during the Torah service, and we’ll kick off the 
morning with Ketzev Kehilla, our prayerful percussion 
orchestra. Come one, come all! Children most welcome! 
Vegetarian potluck luncheon to follow. Please bring a 
vegetarian dish to share.  Kiddush also sponsored by Ruth 
Goldstone & James Eder in honor of Ruth's mother Merle 
S. Goldstone's yartzheit. 

 

Solar Lights for Gaza Fundraiser & 
 Pre-Shabbat Potluck 

Friday, September 16, 5:30pm 
     This is a special pre-Shabbat Service gathering and 
potluck meal organized by Kehilla’s Greening Committee 
and Middle East Peace Committee. The purpose is to raise 
tzedakah for Rebuilding Alliance’s project to provide solar 
lights for the residents of Gaza where electricity is often 
available for only four or five hours in a day. This is 
especially needed by children who would otherwise study 
at night by hazardous candle or kerosene light. Guest 
speaker: Donna Baranski-Walker, founder of Rebuilding 
Alliance. We will have a Potluck Dinner in the Social Hall 
starting at 6:00.  Please bring a vegetarian or fish dish to 
share.  Followed by Kabbalat Shabbat Service at 7:30. (See 
article, p. 8.) 

 

Elul Shabbat Service with  
the Chevra Kadisha 

Saturday, September 17, 10:30am 

     Led by Rabbi David, Hazzan Shulamit, and Julie 
Nesnansky. Celebrating the completion of our “Sh’mira 
Readings Project.” Sh’mira is the ritual of staying with the 
body of the deceased in the period preceding the funeral 
during which the shomer (“guardian”) traditionally reads 
from the book of psalms. For our members, when they do 
Sh’mira, Kehilla’s Chevra Kadisha has assembled readings 
from innovative and interpretive translations of the psalms, 
some of which we will read at this service. We will have a 
short Torah reading that morning with one aliyah. 
Deuteronomy 22:6-12. If you want to chant this, email 
Rabbi David.  In the Fireside Room. Kiddush sponsored by 
the Chevra Kadisha. 

A Community Forum on the  
Movement for Black Lives Platform 

Study & Conversation 
Sunday September 18, 3:30 – 7:00pm 

     Join us as we come together to study the 
platform as a community and to listen deeply to 
what the Movement’s leaders are saying. Rabbi 
David, Rabbi Dev, Hazzan Shulamit, and Rabbi Burt 
have endorsed the Movement for Black Lives 
Platform as individuals.  We invite you to read the 
entire platform, either ahead of time or at the 
Forum.   
    Our intention is to create a community forum 
that centers the Platform’s demands for racial and 
economic justice, while making space for the 
complex emotional responses that may arise for us 
in relationship to Jewish identity, racial identity and 
all the aspects of ourselves that make each of us 
who we are. 
    ( See article on p. 9 for details.)  

Kehilla High Holy Days Art Reception 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Saturday, September 17, 3:30-6:30pm 

     Kehilla is honored to present a group show 
reflecting this year’s High Holy Days theme of 
Immigrants. Refugees. Longing. Home. For the first 
time, Kehilla will be using art to deepen our 
individual and collective connection to the High Holy 
Days. 
     Over 20 Kehilla members have contributed more 
than 30 pieces, including sketches, paintings, mixed 
media, ceramics, photos, and narrative. The work is 
both beautiful and powerful. We invite you to join us 
at the artists’ reception.  Thanks to the talent and 
generosity of our congregation, art will be displayed 
not only in the Fireside Room but throughout the 
synagogue. Light refreshments will be served. We 
look forward to seeing you there! 
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A Gym for Writers 
     Have you always wanted to explore writing and 
other writers, but need a supportive environment 
to get the ink going? Here's an open invitation for 
all those who'd like to discuss forming a Jewish-
based writing group. 
     The possibilities might include — a place where 
we can generate new writing based on prompts 
and other self-starters, exchange information 
about our favorite Jewish writers and poets, read 
together, or something else.  
      If interested, please contact Lenore Weiss at 
webcontentlw@gmail.com  with "Gym for 
Writers"  in the subject line.   

Yoga for Renewal: 
Rooted in Jewish Mystical Teachings 

with Julie Emden of Jewish LearningWorks 

 

Sunday, September 18, 2:00-4:00pm 

     Integrate, mind, body, heart and spirit. Enhance 
your practices for living in balance and wellness with 
this gentle, grounded Iyengar-based yoga and 
movement practice infused with themes of 
realignment and renewal for the Jewish New Year. 

     Location:  4th Street Yoga, 1809 4th St., Berkeley 
     Cost:  $25.   Register: yogasept20.eventbrite.com 

     Co-sponsored by 4th Street Yoga, Chochmat HaLev, 
Congregation Netivot Shalom, Kehilla Community 

Synagogue, Temple Sinai Oakland. 

     Contact: jemden@jewishlearningworks.org 
About Julie Emden:  Julie directs the Embodied Jewish 
Learning Initiative at Jewish LearningWorks. A graduate of 
five fellowship and certification programs related to her 
work as a Jewish Educator and as a Yoga, Movement and 
Dance Instructor, Julie holds a BA from the University of 
Michigan. She holds teaching certifications in Iyengar-
based yoga from the Yoga Room in Berkeley, in Yoga and 
Jewish Spirituality from Elat Chayyim Center for Jewish 
Spirituality, and in Movement-based Expressive Arts from 
Tamalpa Institute.  

 “We Are the Bridge” Exhibit Reception 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Sunday, September 18, 1- 3 pm 
     This exhibit showcases works by artists of multiple 
faith traditions, and is sponsored by the Faith Trio 
(Kehilla, Islamic Cultural Center, and Montclair 
Presbyterian).  It includes a large selection from the 
May 2015 interfaith exhibition held at the Islamic 
Cultural Center of Northern California. Kehilla artists 
Tamar Raine, Susan Freundlich and Lea Delson are 
represented in this exhibit, along with many other 
wonderful artists.  Free Reception with Music. 

 At Osher Marin JCC  
 200 North San Pedro Rd. San Rafael 

 
Mission Dolores Window by Lea Delson 

 

The Bird of Many Colors: 
A Pre-Holy Days Ingathering 

Saturday, September 24 
Shmooze: 7:15pm  Program: 8pm 

     Gather with us one week before Rosh Hashanah, as 
we turn together toward the Days of Awe. This year, 
rather than observing Selichot with a service, all are 
welcome to an evening of community, music, stories, 
meditation and reflection.  

      Join us in the social hall for a little nosh and 
socializing, followed by a program led by the Kehilla 
spiritual leadership and musical prayer leaders, as we 
focus our awareness and maybe set some intention for 
our experience of the holy days.   If you are new to 
Kehilla, or to Kehilla’s observance of the High Holydays, 
this evening is a lovely way to begin the experience.  If 
you’re accustomed to the Selichot services of the last 
few years, you’ll find a similar opportunity in this 
program for settling into intention and reflection. 

 

mailto:webcontentlw@gmail.com
mailto:jemden@jewishlearningworks.org
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"Mrs. Reiff And The Counterfeit Shop" 
by Stephanie Anne Johnson 

A Staged Play Reading 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Sunday, September 25, 5pm 

     We are delighted to present a staged reading of 
Stephanie Anne Johnson’s newest play. This 
autobiographical portrait begins when teenaged 
Stephanie looks into the window of an art store in 
Englewood, New Jersey. 
      Welcomed by Mrs. Reiff, the owner of the 
Counterfeit Shop, they develop a decades long 
friendship which transcends age, culture, race, and 
religion. There are flashbacks to highlight this 
historical moment on the East Coast when Black 
people and Jewish people shared common cause in 
the quest for social justice. A surprising cultural 
intersection is revealed at the end of the play. 
      Susan Felix, Bruce Bierman, and Stephanie Anne 
Johnson will be the readers. Bruce Bierman will lead 
participants in Jewish dance before an open 
discussion of this play in development.   
     People of all ages are welcome to attend this 
event.  Admission is free. Donations for the actors 
and technician will be gratefully accepted. 

In the Sanctuary 

 

Sukkot Shabbat: 
Friday Evening Potluck in the Sukkah 

 
Friday, October 21, 6:30pm 

    Bring the whole family and join us for a Sukkot 
dinner in the Sukkah (and/or Social Hall). This is not a 
ritual-heavy event – our major purpose is to 
celebrate and be happy which is the very purpose 
the Torah describes for the holiday. We’ll do a few 
blessings, then a potluck dinner, conversation, 
perhaps a chance for kids to make sukkah 
decorations, and then, as you choose to, do the ritual 
of blessing the lulav palm frond and shaking in 
blessing to all the world’s directions with Rabbi 
David.   Remember: Bring a veggie potluck dish to 
share and be joyous! (Fish okay, but no shellfish, 
please.) 

 

Annual Harvest Dinner of the Faith Trio 
“Solidarity: A Spiritual Necessity”  

 

 
Saturday evening, November 5 

 
6:15 Come early if you would like to be present at the 
Muslim evening service 
6:45 Multi-Faith Blessings, Potluck Dinner (see below) 
and Conversation 
 
     The Faith Trio is an alliance of Kehilla Community 
Synagogue, Islamic Cultural Center of Northern 
California, and Montclair Presbyterian Church. Every 
year we hold an autumn gathering. Often we have a 
theme for discussion at the tables. The opening 
question this year: “What is your earliest memory of an 
experience where you met someone from another 
religious background?” Our discussions will focus on 
the spiritual necessity for interfaith solidarity.  
Designated potluck: Kehilla members bring veggy 
salads (fish okay). 

At the Islamic Cultural Center of Northern California 
1433 Madison Street, Oakland near 14th Street 
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Kehilla Neighborhood Brunches Return! 
Sunday, October 16, 11:00am-1:00pm

If you have ever wanted to find out more about the 
Kehilla members in your neighborhood and to make 
connections in your local village - come to a Kehilla 
Neighborhood Brunch!   This year our brunch is on the 
day of the first evening of Sukkot. 

WHERE: We expect to have hosts for Berkeley, 
Richmond, South Oakland and the 
Rockridge/Temescal/Grand Lake/Piedmont area of 
Oakland. WHAT: The hosts will provide juice, coffee 
and tea.   

Guests are asked to bring vegetarian brunch items to 
share. 

Save the Date and look for further announcements in 
the weekly emails or call the office!  We hope to see 
you there!  If you are willing to volunteer your home, 
please email chesed@kehillasynagogue.org.  Your offer 
will be much appreciated. 

Shalom, 
The Chesed Committee 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Erev Simchat Torah Celebration!  
Monday, October 24 

 

 

 

 

at Chochmat HaLev   
2215 Prince St., Berkeley at Fulton. 

Join with all the Bay Area Renewal communities for 
a night of sacred and ecstastic dancing to live 
music and special Torah chanting to celebrate the 
conclusion of our High Holy Day journey.    

6:00pm  Special Kids Celebration with Jen Miriam 
and Alon Altman, dance and sing around the Torah 
with  puppets, music and friends 

6:30pm Vegetarian potluck dinner 

7:00 pm Maariv, Dancing and Torah service with 
the Shirat HaLev Musicians 

9:30 pm- Kiddush and refreshments 

Donation:  Members of participating organizations: 
$15-10   General Public $20-15   Children: $5 

Save the Date! 

The Buddha & The Ba’al Shem Tov 
With Zoketsu Norman Fischer, Rabbi Burt Jacobson &  

Rabbi Dev Noily  
Come celebrate Rabbi Burt's 80th Birthday! 

Saturday Evening, November 19, 7:30pm 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

   Our own visionary teacher Rabbi Burt and noted poet, 
meditation teacher and Zen Buddhist priest, Norman 
Fischer will be in dialogue, moderated by Rabbi Dev. They 
will explore parallels in the teaching and lives of the 
Buddha and the Ba’al Shem Tov, two enlightened teachers 
who saw the Divine everywhere, and taught the spiritual 
values of mystery, compassion, love and joy. 

   Come and celebrate Rabbi Burt’s 80th birthday and 50th 
year in the rabbinate! The dialogue will be followed by 
delectable desserts and drinks in the Social Hall. 

   PLEASE NOTE – We will be celebrating Rabbi Burt’s 80th 
throughout Shabbat on November 18 & 19.  We will have 
Kabbalat Shabbat services and oneg on Friday night, and 
special Shabbat morning services and lunch on Saturday. 

Sanctuary 
 

 

 

 

mailto:chesed@kehillasynagogue.org.
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Book Discussion Group 
All Kehilla members are welcome to join us for our customary meetings on the second Monday of the month at 7pm in 
the Fireside Room. These books are from the San Francisco Jewiish Community Library and there might be copies to 
borrow. 

Monday, September 12, 7pm 
The Fixer by Bernard Malamud 

     The Fixer (1966) is Bernard Malamud's best-known 
and most acclaimed novel -- one that makes manifest his 
roots in Russian fiction, especially that of Isaac Babel.  
Set in Kiev in 1911 during a period of heightened anti-
Semitism, the novel tells the story of Yakov Bok, a Jewish 
handyman blamed for the brutal murder of a young 
Russian boy. Bok leaves his village to try his luck in Kiev, 
and after denying his Jewish identity, finds himself 
working for a member of the anti-Semitic Black 
Hundreds Society. When the boy is found nearly drained 
of blood in a cave, the Black Hundreds accuse the Jews of 
ritual murder. Arrested and imprisoned, Bok refuses to 
confess to a crime that he did not commit. 
 

 

Monday, October 10, 7pm 
Mystics of Mile End by Sigal Samuel 

     Sigal Samuel’s debut novel, in the vein of Nicole 
Krauss’s bestselling The History of Love, is an imaginative 
story that delves into the heart of Jewish mysticism, 
faith, and family. In the half-Hasidic, half-hipster 
Montreal neighborhood of Mile End, eleven-year-old Lev 
Meyer is discovering that there may be a place for 
Judaism in his life. As he learns about science in his day 
school, Lev begins his own extracurricular study of the 
Bible’s Tree of Knowledge with neighbor Mr. Katz, who is 
building his own Tree out of trash. Meanwhile his sister 
Samara is secretly studying for her Bat Mitzvah with 
next-door neighbor and Holocaust survivor, Mr. 
Glassman. All the while his father, David, a professor of 
Jewish mysticism, is a non-believer. 

 
Solar Lights for Gaza Fundraiser & 

 Pre-Shabbat Potluck 
Please join Kehilla’s Greening and Middle East Peace Committees for a potluck dinner on  

September 16 at 5:30pm and fundraiser to support the children of Gaza. 

         Gaza is still recovering from fifty-one days of 
bombing in 2014. Electricity, water, and sewage systems 
are all still very fragile, and more than 17,000 people are 
still in temporary housing. Families there are affected 
daily by rolling black-outs. Far too often electricity is 
only available for 4 hours per day. Children must do 
their homework by dangerous kerosene lamps or 
candlelight. For the last year, the Rebuilding Alliance, a 
local non-profit organization, has been fundraising and 
shpping solar powered lights to Non-Governmental 
Organizations in Gaza. Our goal is to help raise funds to 
help them send the next pallet of 1,920 solar-powered 
lights to Gaza's children. 
     Our speaker for the evening will be Donna Baranski-
Walker, founder and Executive Director of Rebuilding 
Alliance, who was in Gaza in April to distribute the first 
pallet of solar lights. Rebuilding Alliance is working with 
Palestinian Non-Governmental Organizations in Gaza to 
distribute the solar lights to children and families in 
need. Donna will explain how Rebuilding Alliance is able 
to send the solar-powered lights through the blockade 
following pre-clearance by both Palestinian and Israeli 
Customs. She also will tell us about their NGO partners 
and some of the families she visited in Gaza. This will be 

a rare opportunity to hear directly from someone who 
has spent time in Gaza supporting children and families.  
     Rebuilding Alliance has already delivered three pallets 
of solar lights so children in Gaza can safely study and 
spend time with their families. There are 700,000 
children in Gaza.  Please join us on Sept. 16th to help 
Rebuilding Alliance send more Luci Lights to Gaza's 
children. 
     We will have a Potluck Dinner in the Social Hall 
starting at 5:30. Please bring a vegetarian or fish dish to 
share.  
     And please join us after dinner and the presentation 
for a spirited, musical Kabbalat Shabbat service to sing, 
meditate, dance, and rest in the joy and peace of 
Shabbat. Led by Hazzan Shulamit and Julie Nesnansky. 
     We hope you can join us on September 16 to hear first 
hand from our guest about her experience personally 
delivering solar lights to Gaza. But if you can’t make it, 
please make a donation to this great project!  
     You can donate at this link: 
https://commitchange.com/ca/burlingame-
94010/rebuilding-alliance/events/kehilla-for-gazas-
children 

https://commitchange.com/ca/burlingame-
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You’re Invited: 
A Community Forum on the Movement for Black Lives Platform: 

Study & Conversation 

Sunday September 18, 3:30 – 7:00pm 
by Rabbi Dev Noily 

     In early August the Movement for Black Lives 
Platform was published.  Organizers described their 
project this way: 

In response to the sustained and increasingly visible 
violence against Black communities in the U.S. and 
globally, a collective of more than 50 organizations 
representing thousands of Black people from across 
the country have come together with renewed 
energy and purpose to articulate a common vision 
and agenda. 
Our resistance and rebellion are not new, but like 
other times in history have come to a critical mass, 
and the bravery of those in Ferguson and across 
the country captured the attention of the world. A 
year ago, over 2,000 of us gathered in Cleveland to 
reflect on the state of our movement for liberation 
and celebrate our people, both those who have 
fallen and those who have survived. It was there 
that we began the process of uniting to articulate a 
shared vision of the world we want to live in. 

     The Platform articulates that sweeping and radical 
vision for racial and economic justice. It addresses 
reparations, education, healthcare, housing, policing, 
militarization (domestic and foreign), incarceration, 
criminalization, community control, and other aspects 
of U.S. society and policy that impact Black lives. 
     We’re excited to come together to study the 
platform as a community and to listen deeply to what 
the Movement’s leaders are saying. Rabbi David, 
Hazzan Shulamit, Rabbi Burt and I have endorsed the 
Movement for Black Lives Platform as individuals.  As I 
read the Platform I felt the tectonic plates of racial 
injustice in our country begin to shift.  In the profound 
language of the background pieces I could hear more 
of the stories of Black lives, deepening my awareness 
of the differences between my experience as White 
person and the experiences of so many Black people I 

live alongside.   I heard the Platform as a call to listen 
to Black voices, as a call to compassion, and as a call to 
join more fully in the M4BL struggle to root out the 
injustice that continues to rot the core of our country.  
This feels like an extraordinary historic moment to me, 
and I feel humbled and grateful for the Movement for 
Black Lives as path to justice for all of us. 
     We’d like Kehilla to consider endorsing the Platform 
as an organization as well. This Forum will be our first 
communal conversation about the Platform, and will 
help us to discern the next steps in this process.   
     The primary focus of our learning and 
conversations will be the current and historic 
experiences of Black people in the U.S., and the ways 
that White supremacy has operated, and continues to 
operate in our society and in our souls. 
     We invite you to read the entire platform, either 
ahead of time or at the September 18 Community 
Forum.  The first part of the afternoon will be devoted 
to studying the Platform.  You will find links to a 
summary of the Platform, and to the deeper analysis 
of each of its six parts on our website at this link: 
http://kehillasynagogue.org/event/a-community-
forum-on-the-movement-for-black-lives-platform-
study-conversation/  
     After doing text study with the Platform we’ll have 
a break and a nosh/snack.  The second half of the 
afternoon will be a compassionate listening-style 
session, where people gather in facilitated small 
groups to share their responses, reactions to and 
questions about the platform.  We will have at least 
one small group for People of Color.  We’ll end with 
everyone coming together to share highlights from the 
small group conversations.  You may come for the 
whole time, or just the first half, or just the second 
half.   [continued on p. 13.]

 

http://kehillasynagogue.org/event/a-community-
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New Adult Education Classes Fall 2016 

To Register for Classes: You can register and pay online at www.KehillaSynagogue.org (click on the 
"LEARN" link and then click on Adult Education), or send check payable to Kehilla to Kehilla, 

 1300 Grand Ave., Piedmont, CA 94610.  

 
 
“700 Benches: Experiencing Biblical Hebrew” 
Class 
Begins September 8, 6:30pm 
Taught by Jenna Kemp 
Have you ever wanted to read and understand Torah 
Hebrew? As a first phase in the launch of Kehilla’s new 
“700 Benches” beit-midrash program,  Kehilla is 
offering  a class designed to be an immersive 
experience in the language and structure of biblical 
Hebrew. What do we mean by “immersive?" Think of 
once a week jumping into the deep end of the pool—
with water wings as needed, swim buddies, and a 
lifeguard. 
This class is a multi-level beit-midrash in which 
students will learn the grammar that will allow them 
to begin reading biblical Hebrew without an English 
translation. Working primarily in chevrutah (pairs, 
small groups), we will learn grammar together, while 
simultaneously reading biblical narrative in Hebrew. 
People at all levels of Hebrew abilities are encouraged 
to join. Students will be expected to do some 
homework and memorization, but the emphasis is on 
concepts and resources that will allow you to begin to 
“swim” on your own! 
If you are interested in the class, but need some work 
on your aleph-bet, you will find resources to help get 
you up to speed on our website at this link: 
http://kehillasynagogue.org/online-hebrewbiblical-
text-resources/ 
Prerequisite: Aleph-bet and Vowels 
Dates:  Thursdays, Sept. 8- Sept. 29, Oct. 27, Nov. 3 (A 
six-session series) 
Time: 6:30-8:30pm 
Cost: $150 Kehilla members, $180 General Public.  No 
one turned away for lack of ability to pay the full 
amount. If you are unable to pay the full amount, 
please contact sjgrodin@comcast.net. 
Questions? Contact Jenna Stover-Kemp at 
jennakemp25@gmail.com or Sharon Grodin at 
sjgrodin@comcast.net. No one is turned away for lack 
of funds; please discuss this with us. 

 
 

 
 
Conversion Group  
Begins September 12, 7:30pm 
Led by Rabbi Dev Noily and Sharon Grodin 

 Kehilla’s conversion group is the communal portion of 
a process of individual inquiry that each participant 
anticipates will lead to adopting Judaism.  Kehilla’s 
spiritual leaders Rabbi Dev and Sharon Grodin are 
available to guide participants in their reading, 
selection of classes, and experiences that inform their 
education toward discernment about this decision. 
 The group is not an “introduction to Judaism” class, 
but rather a forum where participants reflect on and 
share insights about the studies and experiences each 
is undertaking within Kehilla and elsewhere.  The 
group meets once a month for 1-1/2 hours, which 
typically includes some learning together and 
responding to each others’ questions. Because this 
group is intended to support conversion in the 
context of Kehilla community, after the first two 
sessions, participants are expected to decide whether 
Kehilla is a good fit for them; if so, participants will be 
come members, and if not, participants will be 
supported in finding an alternative for their 
conversion studies. 
If you are interested in this group, please contact 
Sharon Grodin at sjgrodin@comcast.net.  
Dates:  Mondays, Sept. 12, Nov. 14, Dec. 12  
Cost: No charge (but see above about membership).  
Led by Rabbi Dev and Sharon Grodin. 
Location: Sanctuary/Buber Room 

 

http://www.KehillaSynagogue.org
http://kehillasynagogue.org/online-hebrewbiblical-
mailto:sjgrodin@comcast.net.
mailto:jennakemp25@gmail.com
mailto:sjgrodin@comcast.net.
mailto:sjgrodin@comcast.net.
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Adult Education (continued) 
 
"Drumming As Prayer" Class 
A Two-Class Series: September 18 & September 21 
Taught by Debbie Fier, Kehilla Musical Prayer Leader & 
“Heartbeat of the Service"  
     Drumming is an active form of meditation. It 
provides a wonderful way to be present, express 
yourself and learn how to drum with a group in sacred 
community space. At Kehilla, we are creating an 
intergenerational drum group, called Ketzev Kehilla, 
(the Beats of Kehilla), and we have been learning 
some of the rhythms for the Kehilla melodies and also 
drumming at our Chai Shabbat services. 
     This is a two-class series. It can be taken as a series 
or as individual classes. (However, if you want to 
drum at High Holy Days services, you must come to 
both classes.) 
       Those who wish to will have the opportunity to 
drum for our High Holy Days services at the Scottish 
Rite Center in Oakland. Participants who want to join 
us in drumming need to commit to coming to both 
classes of the series (exceptions may be made IF you 
have taken previous ‘Drumming as Prayer’ classes with 
Debbie. In those cases you must come to at least 1 
class). If you have taken this class before, and enjoy 
drumming in our Kehilla circle, please come to the 
class!  We will always learn new rhythms, practice new 
exercises and continue building on what we have 
previously done. 
     All ages and all levels welcome!  Please bring a 
drum if you have one.  If you need a drum for the 
class, please email Sasha@kehillasynagogue.org and 
we will do our best to provide one. Hand percussion 
(shakers, claves, etc.) will be provided. 
     Dates: Sunday, Sept 18 - 4-5:30 and Wednesday,  
Sept 21, 7-8:30 in the Fireside Room.  
    Cost:  2-class series: $36 members/ $46 non-
members; Individual class: $20 members/ $25 non-
members 
    Location: Fireside Room 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Chai Mitzvah Group Forming: “A Jewish Year” 
Begins Sunday, October 16, 5:30pm 

In response to many requests for a more structured, 
group-based program for exploring Judaism, Kehilla is 
offering a Chai Mitzvah group beginning in October.  
What is “Chai Mitzvah,” you ask?  It’s a curriculum and 
structure created by a Jewish-multidenominational 
(including Renewal) group of rabbis and educators, 
designed to support group study and a period of 
committed personal exploration.  No prior experience 
with Judaism or Hebrew is required.  Here’s what the 
creators have to say about it: 

“Chai Mitzvah is a unique adult engagement program 
that encourages an integrated, experiential approach 
to Jewish life through five simple components. Each 
participant:  

1. Attends monthly group learning with a set 
curriculum provided by Chai Mitzvah.  

2. Chooses an independent study topic for the year.  

3. Chooses a ritual/spiritual practice to take on for the 
year.  

4. Chooses a social action activity to commit to for the 
year.  

5. Celebrates the journey!”  

In our case, we’ve chosen “A Jewish Year” as an 
overarching theme. Participants will investigate and 
experience the Jewish calendar as it occurs, separately 
or together, as interests dictate.  Our mitzvah group 
will meet on third Sundays starting in October, with 
minimal costs set to cover our fee from Chai Mitzvah 
for the materials (the more participants, the lower the 
cost, but we are setting the initial registration fee 
$18/person for the 9-month period).  The group may 
decide to engage speakers or project leaders on 
particular topics and share the cost of that additional 
enrichment.  For more information about the 
program, see www.chaimitzvah.org.  For questions 
about our group, contact sjgrodin@comcastnet. 

Dates: Monthly for 9 months, beginning Sunday,  
Oct. 16, 5:30-7pm 

Cost: $18/person 

Location: Back classsroom, main floor 

mailto:Sasha@kehillasynagogue.org
http://www.chaimitzvah.org.
mailto:sjgrodin@comcastnet.
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Adult Education (continued) 
 

Elements of Magical Judaism 
Begins Monday, October 16, 6:00pm 
with Reclaiming* Teachers  
Jude Elf & Maggid Jonathan Furst 
Join us for a six-week exploration of Earth-based 
Judaism through the elements of Earth, Air, Fire, 
Water and Spirit. Develop personal practices and 
improvisational ritual co-creation skills, blending 
modern G!ddess-oriented magic with traditional 
Jewish and ancient Hebraic spirituality.  
Dates: Mondays, October 17 - November 21, 6pm  
Cost: $240-$90 sliding scale 
Location: Sanctuary 
For More Info: contact jfurst@pobox.com or  
415-516-4904 
*Learn more about Reclaiming here: 
http://www.reclaiming.org/  
Co-sponsored by the Jewitch Collective and Derech 
Ha'Aretz Outdoor Yeshiva 
 
I Never Knew Hebrew Could Be So Much Fun 
Class 
Begins Sunday, October 23, 10:30am 
Taught by Bracha Stone 
Once again Bracha is offering her fabulous course in 
beginning Hebrew. Absolutely no previous Hebrew 
experience is required or expected. Come and find out 
why you don’t have to know very much at all in order 
to have Hebrew take on a very special place in your 
life. Bracha loves to teach this class since adults tend 
to be very compliant students and they ask such 
serious questions. Form a community of like-minded 
adults, play games, sing songs and learn, learn, learn.  
Repeaters welcomed!! 

Dates:  Sunday, Oct. 23, 30, Nov. 6, 10:30am-11:45am 
Cost:  $54 members, $66 nonmembers 
Location: Given at the time of registration. 
Call Bracha for questions or concerns. 510-703-2220. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Personalizing Our Experience With Jewish 
Liturgy 
First meeting: Sunday, October 23, 6:30pm 
A new group convened by Bracha Stone 
Designed for those who want to explore an expanded 
and creative relationship to Jewish liturgy. While there 
is no expectation of a belief in "God," this group is 
designed for those who desire to personally connect 
to "something-bigger-than-us" and/or "the-wisdom-
deep-within-us." We will witness and be witnessed as 
we explore our attraction and creative responses to 
traditional Jewish prayer practice. We will meet 
together once a month for 5 months. We will also 
participate in a weekly email conversation concerning 
our intentions, and the challenges and blessings we 
experience as we enact our them. 
Dates:  First meeting is Sunday, Oct. 23, 6:30-8:30. 
There will be a meeting at the same time in the 
evening in November, December, January and 
February. Specific dates for each month will be 
determined by October 1st.  
Cost:  $120 members, $150 nonmembers 
Location: Given at the time of registration.  
Call Bracha for questions or concerns. 510-703-2220.  

A Class in the Poetic Word 
Begins Wednesday, October 26, 7pm 
Taught by Lenore Weiss 
Come learn about several outstanding twentieth-
century American Jewish poets, including a number of 
contemporary writers. The four-session class will 
examine work by poets who express diverse 
connections to the Jewish experience.  For the first 
hour of each session, we will examine and discuss the 
poet’s work. Using writing prompts from the readings, 
during the second hour we will respond to the poetry 
in whatever written form we choose. Open to all. No 
writing experience is required. Special guest visits by 
local poets. All lovers of the word are encouraged to 
participate. Bring a notebook and pen. 
Dates: Wednesday, Oct. 26, Nov.  9,  Nov. 23, Nov. 30, 
7-9pm 
Cost: $88 members, $112 nonmembers 
Location: Fireside Room 
 

mailto:jfurst@pobox.com
http://www.reclaiming.org/
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A Community Forum on the Movement for Black Lives Platform 
[continued] 
     Part of the platform, called Invest/Divest, deals 
with connections between U.S. military spending and 
interventions abroad on the one hand, and the lack of 
funding for domestic social needs and militarization of 
U.S. police on the other hand. This part of the 
platform also addresses U.S. military support for Israel 
and the unjust treatment of Palestinians under 
Occupation, using language that some Jewish people 
and organizations have objected to strongly.   
     Our intention is to create a community forum that 
centers the Platform’s demands for racial and 

economic justice, while making space for the complex 
emotional responses that may arise for us in 
relationship to Jewish identity, racial identity and all 
the aspects of ourselves that make each of us who we 
are.  
     Please be in touch with us if you have questions or 
feedback.  
     RSVP if you can  to Sasha@kehillasynagogue.org.  
 – it will help us a lot as we plan the afternoon. 

 
 

Join the 30th Annual G.R.I.P. Harmony Walk in Richmond 
To End Hunger & Homelessness-to Benefit the Greater Richmond Interfaith Program 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     On October 29, Greater Richmond Interfaith 
Program is hosting its 30th annual Harmony Walk/Run 
to End Homelessness in Richmond. Several Kehilla 
members and members of St. John’s Church joined a 
team last year in memory of David McPhail and Judy 
Abel, GRIP activists who both died in September, 
2015.  
     That team raised over $1,000 in support of the 
Souper Center, a program operated by GRIP, which 
serves meals to homeless and needy residents and 
also runs a family shelter. David and Irene, his wife, 
both Kehilla members, and Betty Young, started a 
group now called David’s Dinner Group which 
prepares a monthly meal for families staying at the 
GRIP shelter. Several Kehilla members, people who 
had been members of an El Cerrito church where 
David had ministered, and members of St John’s 
Presbyterian Church in Berkeley, are in the dinner 
group as well. 
     David did this Walk every year through 2014. 

Kehilla members have another opportunity this year 
to remember and honor David while helping to ease 
homelessness. 
     We encourage everyone’s participation in or pledge 
of money to the team. We will have a team name and 
a team page set-up with the Harmony Walk website 
by mid-September. 
     The web address with a link to our team page & 
further details will be provided in the Kehilla weekly 
e-mails.    
     Check-in on October 29 begins at 9:00 a.m. The Run 
starts at 10:30 a.m. The Walk starts at 10:45 a.m. You 
can walk or run for as much, or as little, a distance as 
you want.  And, there will be a festival in the park 
after the walk.  
     Please consider sending a donation or joining the 
team after the team page is setup. If you have 
questions about the team, feel free to contact Sue 
Goldberg directly at suegoldberg@sbcglobal.net 

 
Pictured: Alex Madonik, Ruthie Levin, Richard Speiglman, Sue Goldberg 

 

mailto:Sasha@kehillasynagogue.org.
mailto:suegoldberg@sbcglobal.net
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An Interview with Spiritual Leader Avi Rose 
by Bill Lazarus

     More refugees are 
fleeing persecution now 
than at any time since the 
end of World War II, says 
Avi Rose, who has spent 
most of his life as a political 
and social activist, and who 
now finds himself turning 
more and more to issues of 
immigration and the flood 
of people seeking safe 
haven. With millions of 
refugees left homeless and 
nationless as the result of 
warfare in Syria and 
elsewhere, Avi sees the 

Jewish response as extending “beyond empathizing. 
“It’s identifying,” he says. “We need to see ourselves 
as coming out of Egypt.” 

     “We were strangers. We know the heart of the 
stranger,” adds Avi, who is executive director of 
Jewish Family and Community Services East Bay . That 
“central narrative” of the Jewish people is a key these 
days to the work of JFCS. About 2,000 of the 8,000 
people it annually serves are refugees and other 
immigrants. While the work of JFCS has historically 
been geared toward helping the Jewish community, it 
is not exclusively so. Avi says, “Tikkun Olam is not 
about bringing healing only to the Jewish people. It’s 
about “olam.” It’s about the world as a whole.” 

     When Avi started work at JFCS in 2005, the agency 
was already involved with helping immigrants from all 
over the world. When the surge of Jewish immigration 
from the Former Soviet Union subsided in the 1990’s, 
JFCS began to serve people from other countries, 
including Afghanistan, Bosnia, Cambodia, Iran, Iraq 
and Syria. Many of these refugees are Muslims. JFCS 
currently helps numerous families from Afghanistan, 
many of whom were subject to persecution after 
assisting Americans in the war against the Taliban. 
JFCS also has devoted itself to helping LGBT refugees 
fleeing particularly harsh oppression because of their 
sexual orientation or gender identities. 

     As a youth, Avi grew up mostly in Phoenix in a 
liberal Jewish family, largely out-of-kilter with the 

mostly right-wing community. His dad hailed from the 
Bronx, and was himself the son of immigrant parents 
who made their way to the United States from 
Lithuania. When Avi was 13, he moved with his family 
to Sacramento, and soon started spending time in the 
Bay Area. It was the late 1960s and “politics, drugs and 
rock and roll — it was all here.” 

     Avi became a political activist in high school, and 
chose to go to college at Brandeis, which was a hotbed 
of leftist politics. While he came out as a gay man in 
college, his activism was focused more on anti-war 
work and economic issues. After college, he worked 
for a period as a union steward. Avi joined other 
progressive Jews in the Boston Committee to 
Challenge Antisemitism and became, in the 1980s, 
involved in New Jewish Agenda, a national 
organization that he co-chaired, and that focused on a 
wide variety of issues, including Mid-East peace, 
feminism, disarmament, LGBT rights, oppression in 
Central America and the sanctuary movement. Avi 
also took up work battling AIDS, and co-edited Twice 
Blessed, a book about gay and lesbian Jews. 

     While Avi was aware of immigration issues, it 
wasn’t then a focus of his work and activism. That 
changed in 2005 when he started at JCFS and found it 
“powerful” to be working to help both Russian Jews 
and Afghan Muslims. “I’m really impressed by the 
resilience of most of the refugees whom we are 
helping.  They are individuals with their own quirks, 
strengths and shortcomings, and most have 
experienced significant trauma. It is a huge 
undertaking to leave your home – everyone and 
everything you know – and start your life over again in 
a new country..” 

     While, culturally, the Bay Area is “really welcoming, 
economically, this is a really hard area to come to,” Avi 
says. As a result, families crowd into small living 
quarters together, and people work two or three jobs 
to get by. 

     At seders, Avi has hosted refugees. “It’s powerful to 
be at a seder with somebody who has recently had to 
‘leave Egypt,’” he says. Avi also asks, “What is more 
Jewish than resettling refugees?” He answers himself 
in a word. “Nothing.”
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A Note on the Israel/Palestine Values Survey 
by Rabbi David J. Cooper 

 
     Last month we send out to every member 
household a survey to determine support for a 
statement of values on Israel/Palestine. One could 
indicate where one stood on a spectrum from very 
much disagreeing to strong agreement (scale of 1 to 
5). 
     As of this writing, 141 responses have been 
received. 
     99 responses are 5’s – strongly agree. (71.7%) 
     26 are 4’s – generally agree (18.8%) 
     7 are 3’s – more or less neutral (5.1%) 
     3 are 2’s – generally disagree (2.2%) 

     3 are 1’s – very much disagree (2.2%) 
     In a few days, I will be reading the many written 
comments on the proposed wording and I plan to 
print some of them in the November Kol Kehilla, with 
the permission of their authors to print with ascription 
or anonymously. 
     The decision to adopt the statement as is (or with 
grammatical changes) will be in the hands of the 
Kehilla Board. Currently the plan is that in October the 
results of the survey and representative comments 
and suggestions will be forwarded to the Board for 
their consideration and action. 

 
Chevra Kadisha Sh'mira Readings Project 

 
    Kehilla’s Chevra Kadisha is pleased to announce the 
completion of our “Sh’mira Readings Project.”  We 
now have two beautiful volumes that can be used by 
the shomrim (“watchers”) –those who sit with the 
body of a community member who has died until the 
time of burial. 
    Traditionally, shomrim read Psalms during the 
sh’mira  (“watching”).  In Kehilla we have provided 
other readings—poetry and prose from Jewish and 
non-Jewish sources as well as portions of our liturgy—
so that each shomer might deepen his or her own 
reflections on the meaning of life and death.   
     As we embarked on revising and expanding these 
additional readings, our discussions and study led us 
to taking a closer look at The Book of Psalms as well.  
We looked at many different translations and 

interpretations and selected the one for each Psalm 
that we thought invoked the values of Jewish Renewal 
movement.  
     A small group from Kehilla’s Chevra Kadisha 
traveled to Boston in June to present a workshop on 
these readings and to discuss Kehilla’s approach to 
sh’mira at the annual K’vod v Nichum (“honor and 
comfort”) conference.  More than thirty people 
attended our workshop and received our presentation 
with great enthusiasm.   
     We will formally present Kehilla’s Readings for 
Shmira and Psalms for Shmira at the Morning Service, 
Sept 17.  We invite the entire community to join in 
our simcha and to learn more about the practice of 
sh’mira.   

 

Finding Your Spiritual Direction 
 
     Spiritual direction is a process of inner listening that 
enables individuals to discern the movement of the 
Spirit in their lives, so they can come to understand 
both the spiritual dimension and the spiritual direction 
of their experience. In this sense, spiritual direction is 
a pathway to teshuvah, toward finding one’s way back 
to the Source that birthed and sustains each of us.  

     Spiritual directors have been trained to help those 
seeking the Spirit to find direction. They also help 
seekers find appropriate spiritual practices. 

     Rabbi Burt offers individual Kehilla congregants 
hour-long meetings in spiritual direction. Any Kehilla 
member is entitled to such a session once a year 
without cost. Burt usually meets with congregants at 
Kehilla on Tuesday afternoons and evenings, several 
times a month. He also sees people at his home in El 
Sobrante at other times during the week. If you are 
interested in meeting with Rabbi Burt, please contact 
him at Rabburt@earthlink.net, or by calling 
510.283.5704. 

 
 

mailto:Rabburt@earthlink.net,
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Competing Death Penalty Initiatives on November Ballot 

by Beth Weinberger 
 

     This November we'll have a chance to vote again to 
repeal California's death penalty, replacing it with Life 
Without Possibility of Parole.  Unfortunately, a 
competing measure that would attempt to change the 
appeals process to expedite executions has caused 
confusion, especially as the latter measure's title is 
misleading.  So here's an explanation of each of the 
initiatives with recommendations in keeping with 
Kehilla policy. 

 
The Justice that Works Act of 2016—Proposition #62  

 This is essentially the same as Prop. 34 on the 
2012 ballot, which Kehilla supported.  It would replace 
the death penalty with life without the possibility of 
parole.  It would: 

 End state killing and eliminate the possibility 
of executing innocent people.  Since 1973, 
156 people, convicted of murder, have been 
exonerated, 3 of them in California. 

 Keep dangerous criminals from ever being 
released. 

 Save approximately $150 million a year that 
could be put to more productive use. 

 Increase to 60% the portion of wages earned 
by persons sentenced to life without parole 
that may go to victim restitution funds. 

Recommendation:  Support Prop. 62 
 
Death Penalty Reform & Savings Act of 2016—
Proposition #66 

  Prop. 66 attempts to “reform” a  failed death 
penalty system by changing the appeals process.  It 
would remove current safeguards, limit the ability to 
present new evidence of innocence and set unrealistic 
deadlines for trials and appeals.  The changed 

procedures and new deadlines would force hiring of 
hundreds of new, inexperienced attorneys at taxpayer 
expense. If it succeeded, it would: 

 Increase the chances of wrongful convictions 
and execution of innocent people 

 Interfere with our due process and appeals 
processes, which might be found 
unconstitutional after costly and lengthy 
lawsuits. 

 Authorize the state to house death row 
inmates in new prisons. 

 Model California's system after Texas' rapid 
execution mill. 

 Move appeals from the state Supreme Court 
to local county courts, prioritizing these cases 
and the shortened timelines.  It would 
overwhelm lower courts and severely limit 
their ability to hear other types of cases or 
conduct any other court business. 

Recommendation: Oppose Prop. 66 
 
        This fall you'll have a chance to hear more about, 
question and discuss these initiatives, as well 
as a number of others at a Kehilla Ballot Initiatives 
evening, October 17.  Mark your calendars and see 
Richard Speiglman's article, also in this issue, on some 
of the other initiatives, researched and recommended 
by Oakland Community Organizations (OCO.) 
     If you want more information now about the death 
penalty initiatives; if you want to help with the 
campaigns or donate to them, go to 
www.yeson62.com or contact me at 
bethw0104@mindspring.com.  

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Not Registered to Vote?  
 

Please contact karenrachels@gmail.com 
of Kehilla’s Economic Justice Committee 
She will help you get registered before 

the November election 

http://www.yeson62.com
mailto:bethw0104@mindspring.com.
mailto:karenrachels@gmail.com
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Community Discussion of Ballot Propositions and Local Measures 
by Richard Speiglman 

 
Monday, October 17, 7-9pm 

Kehilla Social Hall 
Sponsored by  

Kehilla Economic Justice Committee, Greening Committee and Anti-Death Penalty Action Group 

Bring yourself, your friends and your family, your questions and your answers 

     When I was a kid in Des Moines, reform Rabbi 
Edward Zerin (Temple B’nai Jeshurun) used to implore 
youth – perhaps it was at our B’nai Mitzvot – to be 
“informed, participating Jews.”  I may have taken this 
to be the 11th Commandment, and I think the 
instruction was responsible for my 50-something years 
of reading at least the local, state, and national news 
sections of the daily newspaper.  Sometime later, a 
sociology professor suggested that the important 
news appears in the business section.  We won’t get 
into the question of sports news. 

     I never fully understood the Jews part of the 
obligation.  But nevertheless I’m pretty sure the 
informed/participating charge includes voting and, to 
the extent possible, understanding the implications of 
your vote prior to casting it. 

     In their length, California ballots present a serious 
challenge.  We need each other’s help to become well-
informed prior to voting.  Instead of sitting home 
alone the night before the election frantically trying to 
decide how to vote on propositions and local 
measures, on the evening of October 17th please join 
other community members to discuss ballot 
measures. 

 Bring your sample ballot (and your mail-in or 
absentee ballot if you have one) 

 Join discussion of some of the most important 
state and local ballot measures (if only we had 
time to tend to all of them!) 

 Written materials on all the state propositions 
and some local measures will be available, 
including recommendations from Kehilla, 
Oakland Community Organizations (OCO), and 
other organizations 

 Kehilla members and others actively engaged 
in working on some of the measures will offer 
brief presentations 

 
See the next page for OCO's recommendations on 

several state, county, and City of Oakland issues.  
We’ll have expanded endorsement information by 
October 17th.   

 
Please forward information on other measures, or 

for other localities, to Richard or Beth: 

rspeiglman@sbcglobal.net  

bethw0104@mindspring.com   

Or bring the information with you on October 17th.   

If possible, RSVP to Beth or Richard (see their 
contact information above.) 

mailto:rspeiglman@sbcglobal.net
mailto:bethw0104@mindspring.com


 18 

Oakland Community Organizations 

Recommendations on CA, Alameda County, and City of Oakland issues 

Number Title or focus Content OCO 
endorsement 

State Propositions 

55 Tax extension 
Extends the temporary personal income tax on 
incomes over $250,000 to fund education and 

health care (Prop 30 extension) 
Support 

56 Tobacco tax Increases the cigarette tax to $2 / pack Support 

 57 Public Safety & 
Rehabilitation Act 

Increases parole chances for felons convicted of 
non-violent crimes and provides more 

opportunities to earn credits for good behavior 
Support 

 62 Death penalty Repeals the death penalty in CA Support* 

64 Adult Use of Marijuana Act 
Legalizes adults’ growing, possessing, and using 

marijuana for nonmedical purposes, with certain 
restrictions; establishes regulatory system for 

legal market.  

Neutral 

Alameda County Measures 

A Affordable Housing bond 
(property tax) 

Funding for a variety of approaches to promote 
affordable housing  Support 

Oakland City and School District Measures  

JJ Protect Oakland Renters 
Act  

Strengthen tenants’ rights by requiring owners to 
petition through the Rent Board for rent increases 

above annual CPI, extending just cause eviction 
protections to buildings built through 1995, and 

increasing Rent Board transparency and 
accountability 

Support 

LL 
Form civilian oversight 
commission of police 

department 
Promotes civilian oversight of police department Support 

KK 
Infrastructure 

improvements bond 
(property tax) 

Funding for a variety of improvements to streets, 
sidewalks, public buildings, and some funds for 

affordable housing 
Neutral  

HH Tax distributors of sugar-
sweetened beverages 

Promotes public health by raising price of sugar-
sweetened beverages Support 

G1 Oakland Unified School 
District  bond (parcel tax) 

Funds educator salary increases and middle 
school improvements (as of last draft seen) No vote (yet) 

* Kehilla recommends a yes vote on Prop. 62 and a no vote on Prop 66 (which would speed-up 
executions).  See accompanying article, “Competing Death Penalty Initiatives on November Ballot" on 
p. 17. 
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Seeking Shelter in the Days of Awe:  
 Immigrants and Refugees, Longing and Home 
[continued from p. 1] 
 
You can read a more complete description of our 
theme below.  Throughout the High Holy Days season 
and beyond, we’ll be integrating the spiritual practices 
of this time with ways to learn about and respond to 
the crises of migration that are shaking our world.  
During High Holy Days services we’ll hear from some 
of the folks in our community about their experiences 
with immigrants and refugees.  We’ll also have 
resources available during services about how to 
connect with local groups and join in efforts to 
respond.   
    And in the months following the High Holy Days, 
we’ll host a series of four community workshops, 
featuring congregants working to support immigrants 
and refugees.  The workshop topics are: Considering 
Offering Housing to a Refugee; Being Part of an 
Accompaniment Team for an Immigrant Family or 
Unaccompanied Minor; Immigration Policy, Advocacy 
and Intersectionality with Economic and Racial Justice 
Issues; and Kehilla as Sanctuary/Refuge for 
Immigrants.  
    May our practice during this season help each of us 
grow toward greater wholeness, joy, compassion and 
justice. 
    Our Theme for 5777:  Immigrants and Refugees, 
Longing and Home  
    A river goes out from the first place that was home, 
to water the garden, and from there it divides and 
becomes four headwaters. (Bereshit 2:10) 
    In the beginning all was one, undifferentiated and 
whole.  To come into the joy of embodied life is also to 
come into separateness.  And to be separate is to long 
for reconnection, to yearn for wholeness and for 
home.  The Yamim Nora’im (High Holy Days) point us 

in the direction of home, and outfit us for the promise 
and uncertainty of the journey.  We soften our hearts 
and open lines of communication with people we’ve 
hurt and who have hurt us.  We practice 
accountability, forgiveness, compassion and 
generosity.  We touch those who are dear to us with 
an extra measure of tenderness and gratitude. 
    This year we set out on this path in a world of 
growing displacement and migration. People forced 
from their homes by war, violence, poverty, drought, 
gentrification, and a swiftly changing climate are 
fighting for survival and searching for a refuge where 
they and their families can be safe.  Some in Kehilla 
are personally impacted, and many in our community 
are stepping up to help--by working to end structural 
violence, by challenging the economics underlying 
displacement, by offering loving personal support to 
immigrants and refugees, by fighting for policies that 
welcome immigrants and refugees, and by joining the 
struggle against deportation, targeting and 
discrimination against people who are undocumented.  
    As a community this year we will enter the inner 
landscape of exile and return.  We’ll encounter the 
stranger who dwells within us, and the stranger who 
dwells among us.  Together we will turn toward this 
tidal wave of displacement, expanding our capacity to 
welcome and support the growing number of 
immigrants and refugees in our midst.  As Torah 
teaches (Lev. 19:33-34), When a stranger resides with 
you in your land, you shall not wrong them.  The 
stranger who resides with you shall be to you as one of 
your citizens; you shall love them as yourself, for you 
were strangers in the land of Mitzrayim. 
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Coming Soon: Pronoun Stickers for Your Nametag 
by Hazzan Shulamit Wise Fairman, Lynn Bravewomon and Rabbi Dev Noily 

  
   As Davey Shlasko writes in the 
Trans*Ally Workbook, 
    “Most of the time, most people 
are on autopilot about pronouns. 
They call all women she, her and 
hers, and all men he, him and his. 
But being on autopilot doesn’t 
always work. Sometimes—
especially, but not only, when 
talking about trans* people—it can 
lead you to call someone a pronoun 
that isn’t what they’re usually 
called or what they want to be 
called.”  
     We are continuing to make 
Kehilla a more welcoming and 
inclusive space for all of our 
members.  All of us appreciate it 
when other people see us as who 
we are.  For  trans* people 
pronouns can be a constant source 
of being seen and affirmed when preferred pronouns 
are used by others; conversely the absence of 
accurate pronouns denies a critical piece of 
recognition and affirmation of identity. 
     Kehilla’s intention to build gender pronoun 
language in our community culture is part of gender-

inclusion efforts that reverse the 
invisibility caused when the wrong 
pronouns are used. 
     As a community of spiritual practice, 
it feels especially important that Kehilla 
be a place where everyone can be seen 
and affirmed in all of who we are.  So 
soon you’ll see a set of pronoun 
stickers next to our nametags. 
 Everyone has the option to add a 
pronoun sticker to your nametag, to let 
others know which pronouns you use.  
By using a sticker, cisgender people can 
support others in our community for 
whom “pronoun autopilot” doesn’t 
work well. 
     Whatever our gender identity, all of 
us have some experiences of resonance 
with the gender we were raised in, and 
some experiences of dissonance with 
the gender we were raised in.  We can 

all lean into those experiences to cultivate our 
compassion for ourselves and each other as we 
navigate this complex and shifting terrain of gender 
identity. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
    

    

A vocabulary moment: 

trans* refers to people whose 
gender identity is different from 

the gender identity they were 
assigned at birth, including 

people who are transgender, 
genderqueer, gender-

nonconforming, gender non-
binary, gender fluid, gender 

fabulous people. 

Cisgender refers to people 
whose gender identity is, for the 

most part, aligned with the 
gender they were assigned at 
birth and in which they were 

socialized. 

Kehilla Sings! 

 
         Interested in being part of a Kehilla Choir this Fall 
and Winter? We may offer this opportunity through 
our Adult Ed program with Bon Singer, a veteran 
cantor and synagogue choir director who has also 
directed Ya'Elah and Kitka.  
     PLEASE click on the following link and fill out a short 
questionnaire by Aug 28 to help us discern whether 
and how to move forward, and pass it on to your 
friends! 

 https://goo.gl/forms/Vd6jFONpn4IphBrK2 

https://goo.gl/forms/Vd6jFONpn4IphBrK2
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The Annual Kehilla Membership Retreat:  
Toward Further Improvements in Accessibility  

by Marilyn Golden & Don Stone 

In our debrief after another successful annual retreat, Kehilla’s Retreat Committee discussed how to achieve further 
improvements in the accessibility of the retreat to all members. Below is a report.  It addresses all dimensions of 
accessibility including affordability, access to the location, planning issues, and mobility access.  
 

Addressing Accessibility  at the Annual Kehilla Summer Retreat

     In the Retreat Committee’s debriefing of this year’s 
retreat, one focus of discussion has been about the 
accessibility challenges of Bort Meadow. There are 
various kinds of accessibility needs, including   
affordability, location, registration constraints, and 
physical mobility, all which contribute to the retreat 
location and experience being attractive and 
welcoming. 
     Affordability. We’ve had many comments that our 
past weekend retreats at retreat centers were out of 
the price range of many individuals and especially 
families—even with elective camping such as at Walker 
Creek Ranch.  
    Location issues: We have had requests for a location 
that is easy to get to on a Friday afternoon for people 
who want to camp the first night—and also for people 
who want make a round trip on Saturday. At Bort 
Meadow and at Walker Ranch, there is lack of cell 
phone reception. This can limit some members’ 
capacity to take part. Sometimes at Bort, there have 
been difficulties getting in and out of the locked gate 
when no one was on duty Friday.  
     Planning flexibility.  We need a site that is big 
enough that it does not require us to commit to a 
certain attendance well in advance. It helps to have 
flexibility that allows for final week commitment to 
attending, or even the day-of. Camping or easy 
commuting helps last minute planning and increases 
the numbers attending—about 25-30% of participants 
sign up or show up the last week. 
     Physical mobility. Challenges come with bumpiness 
or steepness of the terrain, any steps (none at Bort 
Meadow), accessibility to bathrooms (new Bort 
Meadow bathrooms are wheelchair accessible, though 
far from activities), parking availability, drop-off option 
for those needing it, and distance between the 
different stations—food, service, bathrooms, drop-off 
spot. We have had requests from people with mobility 
needs to have more accommodations so that they can 
attend either Bort Meadow, or another site.  
     Given these parameters, we are proceeding in the 
following manner: 

      *Reserve Bort Meadow for a weekend in July 2017 
(already have requested 7/14-16/2017, will hear back 
in late October if we got it). 
     *Tell anyone interested that we welcome their 
research on an alternative site that takes into account 
the factors mentioned above (our deposit for Bort 
Meadow, assuming we get our request, will be small 
enough to forfeit if we find a better site). 
     *Be proactive in responding to accessibility needs. 
Build into the reservation process a way to 
communicate specific needs and figure out best 
practices to meet them. For instance, the registration 
form/website will have a contact person for 
accessibility needs when we start to advertise next 
year’s retreat—Marilyn Golden may be filling this 
function. So coming up with solutions to specific needs 
can be creatively addressed well in advance. 
     Several congregants have already volunteered to 
assist with accessibility issues, including suggesting 
other sites/centers and being available to accompany 
individuals needing assistance to navigate at Bort 
Meadow, which is largely relatively flat, though the 
ground has a bumpy, uneven surface. 
     *Research alternative means of conveyance to 
transport individuals from point to point at the Bort 
Meadow site, possibly in ways that make use of the 
assistance from a volunteer. This research has already 
begun, with an initial finding that vehicles like golf carts 
are probably too expensive to own, rent, or transport 
from rental locations. Kehilla may have access to one 
or more ordinary wheelchairs that can be used. Or, all 
terrain wheelchairs may be one possibility. There may 
be other ways to deal with the bumpy terrain between 
the car turn-around and the dining tables that are not 
dependent upon volunteer assistance, and allow for 
more independent movement. 
     *Other concerns, suggestions, or ideas, regarding 
Kehilla Retreat accessibility issues or how to address 
them? Want to volunteer your assistance? 
     Contact either Marilyn Golden 
at mgolden@dredf.org, or Don Stone 
at donstone1@aol.com or 510-703-0073. 

mailto:mgolden@dredf.org,
mailto:donstone1@aol.com
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On the Origins of Kehilla: 
Social Justice 

                                                     by Rabbi Burt Jacobson 
Note: This is the fifth of a series of 
personal essays on the beginnings of 
Kehilla. Each article shares the 
origins of one or more of the ideals 
and/or values that motivated me to 
start Kehilla. The essays are adapted 

from the manuscript of the book I am in the process of 
completing, tentatively titled There is Only One Love: 
The Ba’al Shem Tov in the Modern World. 
     My passion for social justice came from my mother, 
Gert Jacobson. As the chairwoman of the Anti-
Defamation League in Cleveland during World War II, 
she tried to awaken the Jewish community to the Nazi 
atrocities in Europe. When our family moved to Texas 
in 1947, Gert became the chairwoman of the Anti-
Defamation League in San Antonio. In that capacity she 
worked with teachers in the public schools, instructing 
them on how to promote racial, ethnic and religious 
tolerance in their classrooms.  
     My mother’s commitment to social justice stemmed 
from her father, Ruby Goldberg. My grandfather, who 
was born in Romania, was a women’s tailor. A secular 
Yiddish-speaking Jew, he was strongly drawn to 
socialism. He became a negotiator for the International 
Ladies’ Garment Workers Union in New York. My 
mother remembered him coming home from the 
negotiations, infuriated by the tightfisted attitudes of 
the factory owners. He would go to the kitchen, pick up 
a carving knife and bang it repeatedly on the counter. 
“Those G… d…. bosses, those G… d…. bosses, they 
won’t give us a nickel! They won’t give us a nickel! 
      I did not hear that story until I was an adult, but I 
learned about the biblical prophets as a young student 
in the religious school of Temple Beth El in San 
Antonio. I came to admire the commitment of the 
Reform movement to social justice. 
       Yet, I did not study the words of the biblical 
prophets until I entered rabbinical school. In 1961, as a 
second-year student at the Jewish Theological 
Seminary, I took a seminar with Abraham Joshua 
Heschel on the prophets. By this time, Heschel was well 
on his way to becoming the most well-known Jewish 
religious thinker in the United States.  
       Heschel had completed his dissertation on the 
prophets in the late 1930s in Germany, just as the Nazi 
regime had come into power. In the late 1950s he 
decided to rewrite the book in English. The members of 

our seminar were privileged to read the galley proofs 
of The Prophets with him.  
    In the book’s introduction, Heschel wrote: 
     The things that horrified the prophets are even now 
daily occurrences all over the world. There is no society 
to which Amos’ words would not apply. 

Listen to this, you merchants who crush the 
poor,and trample on the needy! You who are 
thinking,“When will this New Moon festival  
finally be over so that we can sell our grain, and 
this Sabbath day, so we can market our wheat? 
Then we will tamper with the scales, making the 
bushel-measure smaller and the shekel-weight 
bigger. And then we can make slaves of the 
poor, buying them for their debt of a piece of 
silver or a pair of sandals, and we will even get 
paid for moldy wheat.”YHWH, the Pride of Israel, 
has sworn: ‘’I will never forget what you have 
done!’  Amos 8:4-7 

      Indeed, [Heschel continued] the sort of crimes and 
even the amount delinquency that fill the prophets of 
Israel with dismay do not go beyond that which we 
regard as normal, as typical ingredients of social 
dynamics. To us, a single act of injustice—cheating in 
business, exploitation of the poor—is slight; to the 
prophets, a disaster. To us injustice is injurious to the 
welfare of the people; to the prophets, it is a 
deathblow to existence; to us, an episode; to them, a 
catastrophe, a threat to the world.  
     Heschel’s prose was incandescent. I found his ability 
to enter the consciousness of the prophets utterly 
remarkable. As a result, the voices of the prophets 
have both stirred and haunted me throughout my life. 
     In the following years I found myself especially 
drawn to Amos, the first of the literary prophets, who 
focused almost exclusively on the necessity for social 
justice. Amos seemed totally relevant to the political 
climate of the late 1960s. Indeed, the Reverend Martin 
Luther King, Jr., who became Heschel’s friend and 
colleague, often cited Amos’ words. The day before he 
was assassinated in 1968, King delivered a speech in 
support of the striking sanitation workers in Memphis, 
in which he said:    

"Somehow the preacher must have a kind of fire 
shut up in his bones. And whenever injustice is 
around he must tell it. Somehow the preacher must  
[continued on next page] 
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On the Origins of Kehilla (continued) 
 
be an Amos, who said, “When God speaks, who can 
but prophesy?” Again with Amos, “Let justice roll 
down like waters and righteousness like a mighty 
stream.”  

       In the late 1960s I taught classes about Amos and 
his message to both high school students and adults. I 
emphasized the prophet’s fiery denunciations of 
corruption, wealth, luxury, perversion of justice and 
superficial religion.  

       As I thought about starting a synagogue in the early 
1980s, the fierce voice of Amos called out to me. I felt 
that this radical prophet of justice simply had to be 
given a platform in a city like Berkeley, which had been 
strongly identified with rapid social change, civic 
unrest, and political upheaval in the 1960s and ‘70s. 
The political Left was still robust and there were 
moral/political issues— the Israel-Palestine conflict, 
nuclear weapons, central American refugees—that 
cried out to be dealt with from a prophetic religious 
perspective. 

 
Thank you for Your Generosity 

 

Bar/Bat Mitvah Program 
Susan Coto McKenna and Rafael Coto 

General Fund 
Jane Weisbin and Charles Reilly 

Nueva Esperanza Accompaniment Teams (NEAT) 
Hope Friedman 
Irene McPhail 

Carolyn Schour 
Herbert Salomon and Marcia Liberson 

Simone Masson 
Lisa Rothman 
Ralph Silber 

Sandy Vaughn 
And members of Kehilla's three Accompaniment Teams 

Rabbi's Discretionary Fund 
David Levine and Laurel Zien

All Congregants Deserve A Safe Home 

If you or anyone in your home is experiencing: 
     >Child abuse  
     >Elder abuse  
     >Dependent adult abuse  
     >Teen dating violence 
     >Intimate partner violence (domestic violence) 
    The Kehilla Committee Against Abuse (CAA), working along side the Spiritual Life Practices Committee (SLPC), is 
here to help you become or remain safe.   If you are experiencing any kind of abuse, please call: Steven Falk, long-
time Kehilla member, at (510) 708-0517; Julie Patrusky, experienced domestic violence counselor and long-time 
Kehilla member, at (510) 528-0299; or Rabbi David at (510) 547-2424 x103.   Call the Shalom Bayit (Peace in the 
Home) helpline for counseling and advocacy for teen dating violence and domestic violence issues at: (866) SHALOM-
7 (742-5667) toll-free within the Bay Area or (510) 451-7233 (SAFE) outside the Bay Area.



 24 

 
 

 

 

 

 

September 2016 
Fri., Sept. 2, NO Kabbalat Shabbat service tonight. 
Please join us on Friday night, Sept 16.  

Sat., Sept 3, 10:30am, Elul Shabbat Service on the 
Marina – Rosh Chodesh. Yes, it is one month to go to 
Rosh Hashanah and at this special outdoor service on 
the Marina we will celebrate the New Moon of Elul 
which includes Hallel, the musical holiday celebration 
prayers, led by Beth Dickinson. Discussion led by Rabbi 
David on our High Holy Day theme on our how our 
work on immigration and refugees connects to our 
Jewish path. Check the website for location. Bring a 
chair with you and prepare to dress warmly. Kiddush to 
follow.  Please bring vegetarian finger foods to share, if 
you are able.  

Tues., Sept. 6, 7:30pm. Middle East Peace Committee 
Meeting. Back classroom. 

Wed., Sept. 7, 7:50am Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room. (Enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview.)  Doors open at 7:50 a.m., 
short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30, 
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. 

Wed., Sept. 7, 6:30pm  Spiritual Life Practices 
Committee Meeting.  Fireside Room. 

Thurs., Sept. 8, 4-6pm. Kehilla School. Please enter 
through the kitchen door. 

Thurs., Sept. 8, 6:30pm. "700 Benches: 
Experiencing Biblical Hebrew." Taught by Jenna Kemp 
First class of the series.. (See details on p. 10)  

Fri., Sept. 9, 6:30pm, Friday Night Peace Walk with 
Rabbi David and OCO. This is an easy opportunity to 
really be part of the movement for peace in our own 
community led by Oakland Community Organizations’ 
Ceasefire campaign. Rabbi David has affirmed to OCO 
that we will try to have at least ten Kehilla folk join him 
at these walks for community peace.. The campaign is 
many-sided, including the training and mobilization of 
neighborhood peace interveners, the retraining of 
police, and a weekly peace walk with local 
congregations to support a “culture of peace and 
healing” in neighborhoods at risk. Rabbi David reports 
that he has done this about 10 times and it is an 

especially nice way to meet people from across the 
spectrum of Oakland communities.Meet inside First 
Mt. Sinai Church, 1970 86th Ave. For info, call 510-606-
5064.    

Sat., Sept. 10, 10am. Chai Elul Shabbat and New 
Member Welcome. Join our “Bima Team” for a 
spirited, musical service as we immerse in the month of 
Elul and prepare for the High Holy Days. Our newest 
members will receive a special honor during the Torah 
service, and we’ll kick off the morning with Ketzev 
Kehilla, our prayerful percussion orchestra. Come one, 
come all! Children most welcome! Vegetarian potluck 
luncheon to follow. Please bring a vegetarian dish to 
share.  Kiddush also sponsored by Ruth Goldstone & 
James Eder in honor of Ruth's mother Merle S. 
Goldstone's yartzheit. 

Mon., Sept. 12, 7pm. Book Discussion Group. We will 
discuss The Fixer by Bernard Malamud. Fireside Room. 
(See p. 8 for details.) 

Mon., Sept. 12, 7:30pm. Conversion Group. Buber 
Room. (See p. 10 for details.) 

Tues., Sept. 13, 7pm. Generosity Committee meeting. 
Fireside Room. 

Wed., Sept. 14, 7:50am Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room. (Enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview.)  Doors open at 7:50 a.m., 
short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30, 
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. 

Thurs., Sept. 15, 4-6pm. Kehilla School. Please enter 
through the kitchen door. 

Thurs., Sept. 15, 6:30pm. "700 Benches: 
Experiencing Biblical Hebrew." Taught by Jenna Kemp. 
(See details on p. 10.)  

Fri., Sept. 16, 5:30-7:30pm Solar Lights for Gaza 
Fundraiser and Pre-Shabbat Potluck: This is a special 
pre-Shabbat Service gathering and potluck meal 
organized by Kehilla’s Greening Committee and Middle 
East Peace Committee. The purpose is to raise 
tzedakah for Rebuilding Alliance’s project to provide 
solar lights for the residents of Gaza where electricity is 

Kehilla Community Synagogue 
1300 Grand Avenue (at Fairview) 

Piedmont, CA  94610 
(510) 547-2424 

Please come fragrance-free to all Kehilla events, 
for the health of people with respiratory conditions 

and chemical sensitivities. 
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often available for only four or five hours in a day. This 
is especially needed by children who would otherwise 
study at night by hazardous candle or kerosene light. 
(See article p. 8 .) Guest speaker: Donna Baranski-
Walker, founder of Rebuilding Alliance. We will have a 
Potluck Dinner in the Social Hall starting at 5:30.  Please 
bring a vegetarian or fish dish to share.  

Fri., Sept. 16, 7:30pm, Kabbalat Shabbat with Hazzan 
Shulamit, Julie Nesnansky, and Beth Dickinson. Join us 
for a soulful and spirited musical evening to welcome in 
the joy and peace of Shabbat.  Kiddush to follow. 
Please bring veggie finger foods to share! 

Sat., Sept. 17, 10:30am, Elul Shabbat Service with our 
Chevra Kadisha, at Kehilla led by Rabbi David, Hazzan 
Shulamit, and Julie Nesnansky. Celebrating the 
completion of our “Sh’mira Readings Project.” Sh’mira 
is the ritual of staying with the body of the deceased in 
the period preceding the funeral during which the 
shomer (“guardian”) traditionally reads from the book 
of psalms. For our members when they do Sh’mira, 
Kehilla’s Chevra Kadisha has assembled readings from 
innovative and interpretive translations of the psalms 
some of which we will read at this service. We will have 
a short Torah reading that morning with one aliyah. 
Deuteronomy 22:6-12. If you want to chant this, email 
Rabbi David.  In the Fireside Room. Kiddush sponsored 
by the Chevra Kadisha. 

Sat., Sept. 17, 3:30-6:30pm. Kehilla High Holy Days Art 
Reception. Fireside Room and throughout the building. 
(See announcement, p.4 for details.) 

Sun., Sept. 18, 3:30-7pm. A Community Forum on the 
Movement for Black Lives Platform Study & 
Conversation. With Kehilla leaders, staff, and 
members.  (See article, p. 9 for details.) Buber Room. 

Sun., Sept. 18, 1- 3 pm, “We Are the Bridge” Exhibit 
Reception at Osher Marin JCC in San Rafael. Sponsored 
by the Faith Trio (Kehilla, Islamic Cultural Center, 
Montclair Presbyterian). Includes at least two artists 
who are Kehilla members, Lea Delson and Susan 
Freundlich. 200 North San Pedro Rd. San Rafael 94903. 

Sun., Sept. 18, 2pm.  Yoga for Renewal. Rooted in 
Jewish Mystical Teachings. With Julie Emden of Jewish 
LearningWorks.  Co-sponsored by Kehilla.  4th Street 
Yoga, 1809C 4th Street, Berkeley, CA 94710. $25 Public 
/$20 members of co-sponsoring organizations. 
Register: tinyurl.com/yoga918.  

Sun., Sept. 18, 4pm. "Drumming As Prayer" class with 
Debbie Fier. Fireside Room. (See p. _ for details.) 

Wed., Sept. 21, 7:50am Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room (Enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview)  Doors open at 7:50 a.m., 

short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30, 
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. 

Wed., Sept. 21, 7pm. "Drumming As Prayer" class with 
Debbie Fier. Fireside Room. (See p. 11 for details.) 

Thurs., Sept. 22, 4-6pm. Kehilla School. Please enter 
through the kitchen door. 

Thurs., Sept. 22, 6:30pm. "700 Benches: 
Experiencing Biblical Hebrew." Taught by Jenna Kemp. 
Back classroom, main floor. (See details on p. 10.)  

Fri., Sept. 23,  6:-9:00 Bar/Bat Mitzvah Shabbat 
Celebration: This evening is for all Bar Bat Mitzvah 
family members and is a required part of the BBM 
Program. Come to the synagogue to welcome in the 
new school year and the New Year with a festive 
Shabbat evening. We will begin with a short table 
service followed by a vegetarian potluck.   Fireside 
Room & Sanctuary. 

Fri., Sept. 23,  6:30pm Tot Shabbat.  For babies and 
children up to 5 years old (or older if they enjoy it) and 
their grown-ups. Led by Jen Miriam Kantor, Alon 
Altman and Jen’s puppet friends. Please bring a 
vegetarian potluck dish.  Social Hall. Childcare will be 
provided upon request. 

Sat., Sept. 24, No Shabbat Morning service – Join us 
tonight for Pre-Holy Days Ingathering. 

Sat., Sept. 24. The Bird of Many Colors: A Pre-Holy 
Days Ingathering: 7:15pm schmooze with 
refreshments in the Social Hall, program begins at 8pm.  
Gather with us one week before Rosh Hashanah, as we 
turn together toward the Days of Awe. This year, rather 
than observing Selichot with a service, all are welcome 
to an evening of community, music, stories, meditation 
and reflection.  Join us in the social hall for a little nosh 
and socializing, followed by a program led by the 
Kehilla spiritual leadership and musical prayer leaders, 
as we focus our awareness and maybe set some 
intention for our experience of the holy days.   If you 
are new to Kehilla, or to Kehilla’s observance of the 
High Holydays, this evening is a lovely way to begin the 
experience.  If you’re accustomed to the Selichot 
services of the last few years, you’ll find a similar 
opportunity in this program for settling into intention 
and reflection. 

Sun., Sept. 25, 8:15am-4pm, ROPES course for Bar/Bat 
Mitzvah Students. Students will carpool together to 
the spectacular Fort Miley for a day of fun, adventure 
and an exploration of team building activities. BBM 
families will receive more information about this in the 
mail. 
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Sun., Sept. 25, 1:15-3:30 pm. Interfaith Environmental 
Activity with the Faith Trio (Kehilla, Islamic Cultural 
Center, Montclair Presbyterian). This interfaith activity 
involves removing non-native plants in Joaquin Miller 
Park. Four more volunteers from Kehilla are still 
needed. To volunteer, call Lea Delson 510-528-6725. 

Sun., Sept. 25, 9am. Joyfully Jewish for 
Kindergarteners. Back classroom, main floor. 

Sun., Sept. 25, 5pm. "Mrs. Reiff and the Counterfeit 
Shop," a staged play reading by Stephanie Anne 
Johnson. Sponsored by Kehilla. A touching portrait of 
the friendship between a Black teenager and a 
Holocaust survivor in the 1960s.(See details, p. 6.) 

Tues., Sept. 27, 6:45pm. (Dinner at 6:15)  Board of 
Trustees Meeting. All are welcome. Fireside  Room. 

Wed., Sept. 28, 7:50am Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room. (Enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview.)  Doors open at 7:50 a.m., 
short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30, 
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. 

Thurs., Sept. 29, 4-6pm. Kehilla School. Please enter 
through the kitchen door. 

Thurs., Sept. 29, 6:30pm. "700 Benches: 
Experiencing Biblical Hebrew." Taught by Jenna Kemp. 
Back classroom, main floor. (See details on p. 10.)  

Fri., Sept. 30.  No Services. 
 

October 2016 
Sat., Oct. 1, 10:30am, Elul Shabbat Service at Kehilla 
with Sharon Grodin and Julie Nesnanksy, a smaller 
service in the Fireside Room, with music and reflection.   
  
Sun., Oct. 2, 6:30pm, Erev Rosh Hashanah services at 
Scottish Rite Center, 1547 Lakeside Drive, Oakland.  For 
both adults and children, start at 6:30pm. Sermon by 
Rabbi Dev.  
 
Mon., Oct. 3. Rosh Hashanah services. SERVICES WILL 
END before 12:45! at Scottish Rite Center, 1547 
Lakeside Drive, Oakland. Our leaders are determined to 
conclude the service  in time for tashlich and lunch at a 
reasonable hour. 
8:30 – 9:15am. Silent Meditation Space - 3rd Floor 
9:30am – 12:40pm. Main Rosh Hashanah Morning 
Service, beginning with Ketzev Kehilla with Kehilla’s 
Spiritual Leaders, Hazzan Shulamit and our Musical 
Prayer Leaders 
10:00 – 11:15am. Family and Youth Service with Rabbi 
Dev Noily, Sandra Razieli, Natalie Boskin, and Musical 

Prayer Leader Beth Dickinson and surprise guests! 
Children, teens and adults welcome. 

10:15 - 11:15am. Rosh Hashanah Toddler Services with 
Jen Miriam and Alon Altman. Geared towards babies, 
tots, and kids up to 5 years olds and their grown ups or 
families. 
12:45-12:55pm, Tashlich at Lake Merritt (across the 
street from services) with Rabbi David. 

 Tues., Oct. 4, 9:30am-12:30pm, Second Day Rosh 
Hashanah Services at Kehilla, 1300 Grand Avenue, 
Piedmont, with Rabbi Chaya Gusfield and Eve Decker. 
Kehilla Sanctuary. Receive the replenishment of 
contemplative song, story, and silence. Rabbi Chaya 
Gusfield and Buddhist teacher and musician Eve Decker 
use the beautiful complement of Jewish and Buddhist 
teachings, music, and spiritual practices to delve deeply 
into the essence of this holy day. A more intimate 
service for the second day. 

Wed., Oct. 5, 7:50am Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room. (Enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview.)  Doors open at 7:50 a.m., 
short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30, 
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. 

Wed., Oct. 5, 6:30pm. Spiritual Life Practices 
Committee meeting. Fireside Room. 

Wed., Oct. 5, 7:30pm. Middle East Peace Committee 
Meeting. Fireside Room. 

Thurs., Oct. 6. No Kehilla School. 

Fri., Oct. 7, 7:30pm. NO Kabbalat Shabbat services. 
Please join us for Shabbat Shuva on Saturday morning, 
Oct 8. Our next Kabbalat Shabbat service with Hazzan 
Shulamit will be on November 4.   

Sat., Oct. 8, 10:30am. Shabbat Shuva Service at 
Kehilla.  Join Howard Hamburger and Julie Nesnansky 
for the special Shabbat service situated within the Ten 
Days of Awe. We take the themes of the High Holydays 
and we explore them in the context of Shabbat in a 
smaller service context. Kiddush sponsored by Beth 
Weinberger in memory of her mother, Frieda 
Weinberger, and by Amy Bat Tzipora in memory of her 
beloved Bubbies, Zaydies, mother and father. 

Mon., Oct. 10, 7pm.  Book Discussion Group.  We will 
discuss Mystics of Mile End by Sigal Samuel. Fireside 
Room. 

Tues., Oct. 11, 6:30pm. Kol Nidre Service (for grown 
ups) at Scottish Rite Center, 1547 Lakeside Drive, 
Oakland. Judaism’s most cherished prayer sung once a 
year, Kol Nidre, kicks off a day of collective 
introspection. Sermon by Rabbi David. 
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 Tues., Oct. 11, 6:30pm. Family Kol Nidre Service (for 
children and family) at Kehilla, 1300 Grand Avenue, 
Piedmont Led by Rabbi Dev Noily & Lior Ben-Hur.  
Geared toward children ages 6-12.  Children of all ages 
and adults welcome. 

Tues., Oct. 11, 6:30pm, Toddler Kol Nidre Service (for 
babies and tots) at Kehilla, 1300 Grand Avenue, 
Piedmont Led by Jen Miriam and Alon Altman.  A 
musical, spiritual journey geared toward kids up to 5 
years old and their grown ups.  

Wed., Oct. 12. Yom Kippur Morning Services 
at Scottish Rite Center, 1547 Lakeside Drive, Oakland 
8:30am- 9:15am, Silent Meditation Space 
9:30am,  Main Yom Kippur Morning Service 
10:00am- 11:00am, Youth Services  (6th - 8th grades) 

 Wed., Oct. 12. Yom Kippur Afternoon/Evening 
Services & Activities at Kehilla, 1300 Grand Avenue, 
Piedmont 
2:00- 4:30pm Drop off potluck offerings at Kehilla (or 
bring them at 7:45pm) 
2:30-3:30 pm Workshops 
4:30 pm Yizkor (Remembrance of those who died) 
5:15 pm Rabbi Burt sermon, Healing Service & 
Dukhanen (Priestly blessings) 
6:30 pm Ne’ila (Closing the Gates) 
8:00pm-9:30pm Community Pot Luck Break-Fast at 
Kehilla. Please bring a vegetarian main dish to share. 
Food can be dropped off at Kehilla between 2:00 & 
4:30 p.m., or at 7:45 p.m. 

Thurs., Oct. 13. No Kehilla School. 

Fri., Oct. 14, 6:30pm, Friday Night Peace Walk with 
OCO. Usually Rabbi David is on these walks but may be 
out of town this weekend. But Kehilla people have 
been coming, so it would be great to continue to have 
our shul’s participation in David’s absence. This is an 
easy opportunity to really be part of the movement for 
peace in our own community led by Oakland 
Community Organizations’ Ceasefire campaign. The 
campaign is many-sided including the training and 
mobilization of neighborhood peace interveners, the 
retraining of police, and a weekly peace walk with local 
congregations to support a “culture of peace and 
healing” in neighborhoods at risk. The neighbors there 
support these walks and it has always been peaceful 
and friendly. It’s a nice way to meet people from across 
the spectrum of Oakland communities who support 
Ceasefire efforts. Meet inside First Mt. Sinai Church, 
1970 86th Ave. For info, call 510-606-5064.   

Sat. Oct. 15, 10:30am. Shabbat Service with Sharon 
Grodin and Beth Dickinson. As we read the poem that 
comprises parashat Haazinu (Deuteronomy 32), we can 

see the influence of the theology of the prophets on 
this chapter. Of course, the prophets were centuries 
after Moses, so this is a much later insert into the 
Torah with a very different way of seeing God. What 
was this theology and how does it connect to later 
Jewish spirituality and to our social activism today? We 
will especially look at Deuteronomy 32:37-40. Kiddush 
to follow. Bring a veggy potluck dish to share. Fireside 
Room. 

Sun., Oct. 16, 11am-1pm. Kehilla Neighborhood 
Brunches. 

Sun., Oct. 16, 5:30pm. Chai Mitzvah Group. Back 
classroom, main floor.   (See details, p. 11.)  

Mon., Oct. 17, 7-9pm. Community Discussion of Ballot 
Propositions and Local Measures.  Sponsored by the 
Economic Justice Committee, the Greening Committee 
and Anti-Death Penalty Action Group. Social Hall. (See 
article, p. 17.) 

Mon., Oct. 17, 6:30pm. "Elements of Magical Judaism" 
class. Taught by Jude Elfe & Jonathan Furst. Sanctuary.  
(See p. 12 for details.) 

Wed., Oct. 19, 7:50am Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room. (Enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview.)  Doors open at 7:50 a.m., 
short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30, 
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. 

Wed., Oct. 19, 7pm. Economic Justice Committee 
Meeting. Social Hall. 

Thurs., Oct. 20, 4-6pm. Kehilla School. Please enter 
through the kitchen door. 

Fri., Oct. 21, 6:30pm, Sukkot Shabbat Friday Evening 
Potluck in the Sukkah. Bring the whole family and join 
us for a Sukkot dinner in the Sukkah (and/or Social 
Hall). This is not a ritual-heavy event – our major 
purpose is to celebrate and be happy, which is the very 
purpose the Torah describes for the holiday. We’ll do a 
few blessings, then a potluck dinner, conversation, 
perhaps a chance for kids to make sukkah decorations, 
and then, as you choose to, do the ritual of blessing the 
lulav palm frond and shaking in blessing to all the 
world’s directions with Rabbi David. At Kehilla 
Remember: Bring a veggy potluck dish to share and be 
joyous. 

Sat., Oct. 22, 10:30am. Sukkot Shabbat with Special 
Procession.  Appropriate for everyone in the family. 
Join Rabbi David & Julie Nesnansky as we celebrate 
Sukkot with a joyous musical service and processions 
(“hakafot”) with lulav followed by Kiddush in the 
sukkah. Bring veggie finger food to share. 
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Mon. Oct. 24. Simchat Torah Celebration at Chochmat 
HaLev  2215 Prince St., Berkeley at Fulton. 
Join with all the Bay Area Renewal communities for a 
night of sacred and ecstastic dancing to live music and 
special Torah chanting to celebrate the conclusion of 
our High Holy Day journey.    
6:00pm  Special Kids Celebration with Jen Miriam and 
Alon Altman, dance and sing around the Torah with  
puppets, music and friends 
6:30pm Vegetarian potluck dinner 
7:00 pm Maariv, Dancing and Torah service with the 
Shirat HaLev Musicians 
9:30 pm- Kiddush and refreshments 
Donation:  Members of participating organizations: 
$15-10   General Public $20-15   Children: $5 

Tues., Oct. 25, 6:45pm. (Dinner at 6:15)  Board of 
Trustees Meeting. All are welcome. Fireside  Room. 

Wed., Oct. 26, 7:50am Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room. (Enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview.)  Doors open at 7:50 a.m., 
short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30, 
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. 

Wed., Oct. 26, 7pm. A Class in the Poetic Word. Taught 
by Lenore Weiss. Fireside Room. (See p. 12 for details.) 

Thurs., Oct. 27, 4-6pm.  Kehilla School. Please enter 
through the kitchen door. 

Thurs., Oct. 27, 6:30pm. "700 Benches: 
Experiencing Biblical Hebrew." Taught by Jenna Kemp. 
(See details on p. 10)  

Fri., Oct. 28, 6:30pm, Tot Shabbat. For children up to 5 
years old (or older if they enjoy it) and their grown-ups. 
Led by Jen Miriam Kantor, Alon Altman and Jen’s 
puppet friends. Please bring a vegetarian potluck dish. 
In the Social Hall. 

Sat., Oct 29, 10:30am.  Shabbat Service and Torah 
Study with Rabbi David and Beth Dickinson. Here we go 
again! We are starting the Torah anew from the first 
parasha of the Torah. We will be looking at the mythic 
Garden of Eden story and how it has been 
reinterpreted in traditional and modern midrash (such 
as by Lilith Magazine and John Steinbeck). During the 
service, rather than chanting the Torah we will study 

and discuss Chapter 3 of Genesis. Followed by Kiddush. 
Bring veggie finger food to share. 

Sat., Oct.29, 9am. 30th annual Harmony Walk/Run to 
End Homelessness in Richmond, hosted by the Greater 
Richmond Interfaith Program (GRIP). Check-in 9:30am. 
Walk begins 10:30am.The web address with a link to 
our team page & further details will be provided in the 
Kehilla weekly e-mails. You can walk or run for as 
much, or as little, a distance as you want.  And, there 
will be a festival in the park after the walk. (See 
announcement, p. 14.) 

Sun., Oct. 30, 2:30-5:00, (1) Nuts and Bolts Workshop 
for Parents & (2) Interactive Discussion with Shalom 
Bayit for Bar/Bat Mitzvah Students 
(1) is required for parents, (2) is highly recommended 
for Students 
   Parents who have previously gone through the 
program will be coming to and share their nuts and 
bolts experiences about planning for the whole year, 
including sharing details about how to keep things 
organized, as well as kiddush and party planning. 
Simultaneously, Zephira Derblich-Milea from Shalom 
Bayit will be presenting her award-winning workshop, 
“Love Shouldn’t Hurt.” www.shalom-bayit.org/teen 
In this workshop, students will have the opportunity to 
learn and discuss about how to build and maintain 
healthy relationships.    
For questions or to request childcare for BBM related 
activities, contact sandra@kehillasynagogue.org.  

Mon., Oct. 31, 6:30-9:30pm. "Elements of Magical 
Judaism" class. Taught by Jude Elfe & Jonathan Furst. 
Sanctuary.  (See p. 12 for details.) 

Sat., Nov. 5, 6:45pm. Annual Harvest Dinner of the 
Faith Trio (Kehilla, Islamic Cultural Center, Montclair 
Presbyterian). Come early at 6:15 if you would like to 
be present at the Muslim evening prayer. Followed by 
multi-faith blessings before dinner. Designated potluck: 
Kehilla members bring veggy salads (fish okay). 
Muslims, Jews and Christians eating together and an 
opportunity to discuss the subject of the evening: 
Solidarity: A Spiritual Necessity. At the Islamic Cultural 
Center, 1433 Madison Street, Oakland. 
 

 
  

http://www.shalom-bayit.org/teen
mailto:sandra@kehillasynagogue.org.
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Kehilla Community Synagogue 
Please use the following number for all staff:  (510) 547-2424 

Co-Rabbi, David J. Cooper 
Rabbidavid@kehillasynagogue.org 

Co-Rabbi, Dev Noily  
RabbiDev@kehillasynagogue.org 

Executive Director,  Michael Saxe-Taller 
Michael@kehillasynagogue.org 

Managing Director, Beth Bittle 
Beth@kehillasynagogue.org 

Hazzan Shulamit Wise Fairman 
Shulamit@kehillasynagogue.org 

Bar/Bat Mitvzah Program Director, Sandra Razieli 
Sandra@kehillasynagogue.org 

Founding Rabbi, Burt Jacobson   (510) 283-5704 
RabBurt@earthlink.net 
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Communications Coordinator,  
Sasha Gottfried 
Sasha@kehillasynagogue.org 

Youth Programs Coordinator,  
Natalie Boskin  
Natalie@kehillasynagogue.org 

Bookkeeper, Molly Melamed 
Molly@kehillasynagogue.org 

Events Line: 

Fax: (510) 547-2442 

Chevra Kadisha: 
Jane Hoberman: 510-843-6047 

Committee Against Abuse: 
Steven Falk: 510-339-0517 

Spiritual Life Practices Committee Chair:  
Shoshana Finacom 
Spirituallife@kehillasynagogue.org 
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              High Holy Days 5777/2016 
                     Seeking Shelter in the Days of Awe:  
            Immigrants and Refugees, Longing and Home 
                                                    by Rabbi Dev Noily 

     In March of this year a 
group of Kehilla members 
working on immigration 
issues called a meeting to 
connect people in our 
community who are involved 

in all kinds of work and service with immigrants and 
refugees, and the laws and policies affecting them. 
    Here are some of the ways people who came to the 
meeting are engaged: 

 Working with Nueva Esperanza to form 
accompaniment teams who provide direct 
support to newly arrived Central American 
immigrants; 

 Supporting LGBT refugees through the Jewish 
Family and Community Services of the East 
Bay LGBT refugee resettlement program ; 

 Working with Jewish Voice for Peace doing 
neighborhood canvassing focused on 
welcoming refugees and ending Muslim 
profiling; 

 Participating in monthly vigils at the ICE West 
County Detention Facility to support 
immigrant detainees and their families; 

 Exploring Kehilla's potential to be a sanctuary 
synagogue for those who face deportation; 

 Providing legal or counseling services to 
immigrants; 

 Providing direct or financial support for Syrian 
and other refugees in Europe, through the 
Hebrew Immigrant Aid Society (HIAS) and 
other agencies; 

 Working with the East Bay Interfaith 
Immigration Coalition; 

 Providing support to Syrian refugees coming 
to the U.S. 

    I left that meeting inspired and moved by the 
incredible energy among people in the Kehilla 
community.  There are so many ways that so many 
people are supporting immigrants and refugees, 

fighting against deportations and human rights 
abuses, and advocating for policy changes that reflect 
our commitment to welcome people who are fleeing 
war, persecution and social and economic turmoil.   
    One thing that came up at the meeting was the 
need to let more people know about the work that’s 
happening, and to help more people join in.  How 
could we get word out about where contributions are 
needed and how people contribute—whether 
someone has an occasional few hours or dollars to 
give, or has housing to share, or can offer an ongoing 
gift of time? 
    When the Spiritual Leadership team (Rabbi David, 
Hazzan Shulamit, Avi Rose, Rabbi Burt, Howard 
Hamburger, Sandra Razieli, Sharon Grodin and myself) 
met to consider our theme for this year’s High Holy 
Days, “immigrants and refugees” emerged as a 
compelling choice.  We saw at least a trio of 
interconnected reasons to dig into this ground:  (1) the 
urgent humanitarian and justice issues underlying the 
unprecedented migration underway, (2) the energy 
already flowing in Kehilla to address the crises, and (3) 
the potential for our coming together for High Holy 
Days to help more people respond to the crises.  
    One more reason to let ourselves be guided by this 
theme is its profoundly rich spiritual terrain.  
Experiences of seeking refuge, migrating, yearning for 
home and offering harbor and kindness to those 
fleeing from danger open up the big questions that all 
of us sometimes face in moments of stillness.  What is 
the sense of disorientation, separateness or apartness 
that we sometimes feel? How do we come to be at 
home in the world and in ourselves? What is our 
longing for connection and at-one-ment—where does 
it come from, and where can it lead us? What are our 
personal and communal histories of migration and 
how do they shape us? How can we move toward 
harmony and balance between our unique individual 
experience and our shared connection to all that is? 

[continued on p. 19]
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Renew Your Membership Now! 
    Kehilla members in good standing will automatically 

receive complimentary admission to High Holy Day 
services when you renew your membership for 2015-16.  

Your admission to High Holy Day services will be your 
name at the door, along with your name tag.  

    To renew your membership, please visit our website at 
www.KehillaSynagogue.org.     

 

Discounts 
On First-Time Membership 

    We are offering a discount on membership dues 
through December 1, 2016. Dues are $200 for Adults 
under 30, and $660 for Adults 30 and over, and will 
include tickets to all High Holy Day services. Conversely, 
any payment made for High Holy Day tickets can be 
applied to the cost of membership. Payment plans can be 
arranged. 

   Visit the website at www.KehillaSynagogue.org and 
click on “JOIN” for more information, or  contact Sasha at 
(510) 547-2424 x100 or Sasha@KehillaSynagogue.org.   

 

 

High Holy Day Tickets  
for the General Public 

Tickets to services  for the general public can be 
ordered on the website at 

http://kehillasynagogue.org/highholydays/  

Tickets will also be available 
 for purchase at the door. 

High Holy Days Schedule 
The Bird of Many Colors:  

A Pre-Holy Days Ingathering 
Saturday, September 24  

Social hour at 7:15, Program at 8pm 

Erev Rosh Hashanah at Scottish Rite Center  
Sunday, October 2, 6:30pm  

Rosh Hashanah at Scottish Rite Center  
Monday, October 3, 9:30am  

Rosh Hashanah Family & Youth Service 
 at Scottish Rite Center 
Monday, October 3, 10am 

Rosh Hashanah Toddler Services 
at Scottish Rite Center 

Monday, October 3, 10:15am 

Second Day Rosh Hashanah at Kehilla  
Tuesday, October 4, 9:30am 

Shabbat Shuvah at Kehilla 
Saturday, October 8, 10:30am 

Kol Nidre at Scottish Rite Center 
 Tuesday, October 11, 6:30pm  

Kol Nidre Family Service at Kehilla  
Tuesday, October 11, 6:30pm 

Kol Nidre Toddler Service at Kehilla  
Tuesday, October 11, 6:30pm 

Yom Kippur Day at Scottish Rite Center  
Wednesday, October 12, 9:30am  

Yom Kippur Youth Service for 6th-8th Graders 
at Scottish Rite Center 

Wednesday, October 12, 10am 

Yom Kippur Afternoon/Evening at Kehilla 
Wednesday, October 12 

2:00-4:30pm: Drop off potluck offerings* 
2:30-3:30pm: Workshops 

 4:30pm: Yizkor (Remembrance) 
5:15pm: Rabbi Burt Teaching, Healing Service & Dukhanen  

6:30pm: Ne’ila (Closing the Gates) 
8pm: Community Potluck Break-fast 

*Please bring a vegetarian main dish to share. Food can be 
dropped off at Kehilla between 2:00 & 4:30pm or at 7:45pm 

 

 

KKeehhiillllaa  HHiigghh  HHoollyy  DDaayyss  
22001166//55777777 

http://www.KehillaSynagogue.org.
http://www.KehillaSynagogue.org
mailto:Sasha@KehillaSynagogue.org.
http://kehillasynagogue.org/highholydays/
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Executively Speaking  
A New Year: Looking Ahead 

                                         by Michael Saxe-Taller, Executive Director 
      

       It is again that time of the Jewish 
cycle when we reflect on the past year    
and imagine the one that is coming.   
     This year, my first full Jewish year at 
Kehilla, was filled with important 

moments and solid growth for us as a congregation. We 
finished the year a stronger, more cohesive community. 
We have increased our membership, solidified our 
finances, updated our technology, prepared for an 
upcoming rabbinic transition and developed even more 
committed congregant leaders (for specifics, see my June 
Kol Kehilla article at http://kehillasynagogue.org/oh-
what-a-year/. I think we can be proud of all that we did 
to strengthen our community and to make constructive 
change in the communities around us. 
     I am jazzed for the year that is coming up. We enter 
the year planted on firm ground,  prepared to face the 
next important set of challenges for us as a community. I 
think these include: 
     Caring for our building – Our physical home is in need 
of some significant repair. In addition, we want our 
building to be more accessible and more welcoming to 
our own community and to those who join us.  
     Completing our Rabbinic transition – Rabbis David and 
Dev will be serving as Co-Rabbis for this year until the  

 
next stage of the transition occurs in July 2017. We will 
have many chances to appreciate Rabbi David for his 
years of work and to prepare for Rabbi Dev’s step into 
the senior rabbinic role. We will also be searching for a 
dynamic new Director of Kehilla School to join our Kehilla 
leadership team.  
     Addressing the issues of a growing community – 
Kehilla grew by 25 member households in the past year 
and we have reason to think that we will continue to 
grow this year as well. We will need to put attention to 
welcoming our new members, as well as to how we 
maintain our intimacy and individual care while we grow. 
     Thinking about our next 5-10 years – As our present 
day situation has become stable, we now have the 
opportunity to image our future as a congregation and to 
strategize and prioritize the steps that will get us there.    
The Kehilla Board and many of our other committees will 
have opportunities to do this kind of thinking. 
     I am excited for the opportunity to engage with you 
this year on these issues and on the many other aspects 
of Kehilla life.  
     May we all have a sweet year of working, building, 
growing and celebrating together as a community. 
L’Shana Tova

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

It's Membership Renewal Time! 

    It is time again for you to renew your annual Kehilla dues pledge. 

     We are excited to have a new membership renewal and registration process, a result of another one of our 
year’s major accomplishments - a new, upgraded database. We now have one form that is used for membership 
renewals, new memberships and religious school registrations. The form will combine all fees and allow you to 
set up a payment plan. We will also be able to automatically update your contact information into the database.  

     We strongly encourage everyone to renew their membership electronically. If you need a paper registration 
form, please contact Sasha Gottfried at 510-547-2424 x100 or Sasha@kehillasynagogue.org  

     You have recently received a letter and a couple of emails outlining the renewal/registration process. You can 
access the renewal/registration form by going to the to the Kehilla website or to the link in the renewal emails.  

     We deeply appreciate your membership in this community and look forward to another year together! 

  

http://kehillasynagogue.org/oh-
mailto:Sasha@kehillasynagogue.org
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Chai Elul Shabbat & 
New Member Welcome 

Saturday, September 10, 10am 

      Join our “Bima Team” for a spirited, musical service as 
we immerse in the month of Elul and prepare for the High 
Holy Days. Our newest members will receive a special 
honor during the Torah service, and we’ll kick off the 
morning with Ketzev Kehilla, our prayerful percussion 
orchestra. Come one, come all! Children most welcome! 
Vegetarian potluck luncheon to follow. Please bring a 
vegetarian dish to share.  Kiddush also sponsored by Ruth 
Goldstone & James Eder in honor of Ruth's mother Merle 
S. Goldstone's yartzheit. 

 

Solar Lights for Gaza Fundraiser & 
 Pre-Shabbat Potluck 

Friday, September 16, 5:30pm 
     This is a special pre-Shabbat Service gathering and 
potluck meal organized by Kehilla’s Greening Committee 
and Middle East Peace Committee. The purpose is to raise 
tzedakah for Rebuilding Alliance’s project to provide solar 
lights for the residents of Gaza where electricity is often 
available for only four or five hours in a day. This is 
especially needed by children who would otherwise study 
at night by hazardous candle or kerosene light. Guest 
speaker: Donna Baranski-Walker, founder of Rebuilding 
Alliance. We will have a Potluck Dinner in the Social Hall 
starting at 6:00.  Please bring a vegetarian or fish dish to 
share.  Followed by Kabbalat Shabbat Service at 7:30. (See 
article, p. 8.) 

 

Elul Shabbat Service with  
the Chevra Kadisha 

Saturday, September 17, 10:30am 

     Led by Rabbi David, Hazzan Shulamit, and Julie 
Nesnansky. Celebrating the completion of our “Sh’mira 
Readings Project.” Sh’mira is the ritual of staying with the 
body of the deceased in the period preceding the funeral 
during which the shomer (“guardian”) traditionally reads 
from the book of psalms. For our members, when they do 
Sh’mira, Kehilla’s Chevra Kadisha has assembled readings 
from innovative and interpretive translations of the psalms, 
some of which we will read at this service. We will have a 
short Torah reading that morning with one aliyah. 
Deuteronomy 22:6-12. If you want to chant this, email 
Rabbi David.  In the Fireside Room. Kiddush sponsored by 
the Chevra Kadisha. 

A Community Forum on the  
Movement for Black Lives Platform 

Study & Conversation 
Sunday September 18, 3:30 – 7:00pm 

     Join us as we come together to study the 
platform as a community and to listen deeply to 
what the Movement’s leaders are saying. Rabbi 
David, Rabbi Dev, Hazzan Shulamit, and Rabbi Burt 
have endorsed the Movement for Black Lives 
Platform as individuals.  We invite you to read the 
entire platform, either ahead of time or at the 
Forum.   
    Our intention is to create a community forum 
that centers the Platform’s demands for racial and 
economic justice, while making space for the 
complex emotional responses that may arise for us 
in relationship to Jewish identity, racial identity and 
all the aspects of ourselves that make each of us 
who we are. 
    ( See article on p. 9 for details.)  

Kehilla High Holy Days Art Reception 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Saturday, September 17, 3:30-6:30pm 

     Kehilla is honored to present a group show 
reflecting this year’s High Holy Days theme of 
Immigrants. Refugees. Longing. Home. For the first 
time, Kehilla will be using art to deepen our 
individual and collective connection to the High Holy 
Days. 
     Over 20 Kehilla members have contributed more 
than 30 pieces, including sketches, paintings, mixed 
media, ceramics, photos, and narrative. The work is 
both beautiful and powerful. We invite you to join us 
at the artists’ reception.  Thanks to the talent and 
generosity of our congregation, art will be displayed 
not only in the Fireside Room but throughout the 
synagogue. Light refreshments will be served. We 
look forward to seeing you there! 
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A Gym for Writers 
     Have you always wanted to explore writing and 
other writers, but need a supportive environment 
to get the ink going? Here's an open invitation for 
all those who'd like to discuss forming a Jewish-
based writing group. 
     The possibilities might include — a place where 
we can generate new writing based on prompts 
and other self-starters, exchange information 
about our favorite Jewish writers and poets, read 
together, or something else.  
      If interested, please contact Lenore Weiss at 
webcontentlw@gmail.com  with "Gym for 
Writers"  in the subject line.   

Yoga for Renewal: 
Rooted in Jewish Mystical Teachings 

with Julie Emden of Jewish LearningWorks 

 

Sunday, September 18, 2:00-4:00pm 

     Integrate, mind, body, heart and spirit. Enhance 
your practices for living in balance and wellness with 
this gentle, grounded Iyengar-based yoga and 
movement practice infused with themes of 
realignment and renewal for the Jewish New Year. 

     Location:  4th Street Yoga, 1809 4th St., Berkeley 
     Cost:  $25.   Register: yogasept20.eventbrite.com 

     Co-sponsored by 4th Street Yoga, Chochmat HaLev, 
Congregation Netivot Shalom, Kehilla Community 

Synagogue, Temple Sinai Oakland. 

     Contact: jemden@jewishlearningworks.org 
About Julie Emden:  Julie directs the Embodied Jewish 
Learning Initiative at Jewish LearningWorks. A graduate of 
five fellowship and certification programs related to her 
work as a Jewish Educator and as a Yoga, Movement and 
Dance Instructor, Julie holds a BA from the University of 
Michigan. She holds teaching certifications in Iyengar-
based yoga from the Yoga Room in Berkeley, in Yoga and 
Jewish Spirituality from Elat Chayyim Center for Jewish 
Spirituality, and in Movement-based Expressive Arts from 
Tamalpa Institute.  

 “We Are the Bridge” Exhibit Reception 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Sunday, September 18, 1- 3 pm 
     This exhibit showcases works by artists of multiple 
faith traditions, and is sponsored by the Faith Trio 
(Kehilla, Islamic Cultural Center, and Montclair 
Presbyterian).  It includes a large selection from the 
May 2015 interfaith exhibition held at the Islamic 
Cultural Center of Northern California. Kehilla artists 
Tamar Raine, Susan Freundlich and Lea Delson are 
represented in this exhibit, along with many other 
wonderful artists.  Free Reception with Music. 

 At Osher Marin JCC  
 200 North San Pedro Rd. San Rafael 

 
Mission Dolores Window by Lea Delson 

 

The Bird of Many Colors: 
A Pre-Holy Days Ingathering 

Saturday, September 24 
Shmooze: 7:15pm  Program: 8pm 

     Gather with us one week before Rosh Hashanah, as 
we turn together toward the Days of Awe. This year, 
rather than observing Selichot with a service, all are 
welcome to an evening of community, music, stories, 
meditation and reflection.  

      Join us in the social hall for a little nosh and 
socializing, followed by a program led by the Kehilla 
spiritual leadership and musical prayer leaders, as we 
focus our awareness and maybe set some intention for 
our experience of the holy days.   If you are new to 
Kehilla, or to Kehilla’s observance of the High Holydays, 
this evening is a lovely way to begin the experience.  If 
you’re accustomed to the Selichot services of the last 
few years, you’ll find a similar opportunity in this 
program for settling into intention and reflection. 

 

mailto:webcontentlw@gmail.com
mailto:jemden@jewishlearningworks.org
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"Mrs. Reiff And The Counterfeit Shop" 
by Stephanie Anne Johnson 

A Staged Play Reading 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Sunday, September 25, 5pm 

     We are delighted to present a staged reading of 
Stephanie Anne Johnson’s newest play. This 
autobiographical portrait begins when teenaged 
Stephanie looks into the window of an art store in 
Englewood, New Jersey. 
      Welcomed by Mrs. Reiff, the owner of the 
Counterfeit Shop, they develop a decades long 
friendship which transcends age, culture, race, and 
religion. There are flashbacks to highlight this 
historical moment on the East Coast when Black 
people and Jewish people shared common cause in 
the quest for social justice. A surprising cultural 
intersection is revealed at the end of the play. 
      Susan Felix, Bruce Bierman, and Stephanie Anne 
Johnson will be the readers. Bruce Bierman will lead 
participants in Jewish dance before an open 
discussion of this play in development.   
     People of all ages are welcome to attend this 
event.  Admission is free. Donations for the actors 
and technician will be gratefully accepted. 

In the Sanctuary 

 

Sukkot Shabbat: 
Friday Evening Potluck in the Sukkah 

 
Friday, October 21, 6:30pm 

    Bring the whole family and join us for a Sukkot 
dinner in the Sukkah (and/or Social Hall). This is not a 
ritual-heavy event – our major purpose is to 
celebrate and be happy which is the very purpose 
the Torah describes for the holiday. We’ll do a few 
blessings, then a potluck dinner, conversation, 
perhaps a chance for kids to make sukkah 
decorations, and then, as you choose to, do the ritual 
of blessing the lulav palm frond and shaking in 
blessing to all the world’s directions with Rabbi 
David.   Remember: Bring a veggie potluck dish to 
share and be joyous! (Fish okay, but no shellfish, 
please.) 

 

Annual Harvest Dinner of the Faith Trio 
“Solidarity: A Spiritual Necessity”  

 

 
Saturday evening, November 5 

 
6:15 Come early if you would like to be present at the 
Muslim evening service 
6:45 Multi-Faith Blessings, Potluck Dinner (see below) 
and Conversation 
 
     The Faith Trio is an alliance of Kehilla Community 
Synagogue, Islamic Cultural Center of Northern 
California, and Montclair Presbyterian Church. Every 
year we hold an autumn gathering. Often we have a 
theme for discussion at the tables. The opening 
question this year: “What is your earliest memory of an 
experience where you met someone from another 
religious background?” Our discussions will focus on 
the spiritual necessity for interfaith solidarity.  
Designated potluck: Kehilla members bring veggy 
salads (fish okay). 

At the Islamic Cultural Center of Northern California 
1433 Madison Street, Oakland near 14th Street 
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Kehilla Neighborhood Brunches Return! 
Sunday, October 16, 11:00am-1:00pm

If you have ever wanted to find out more about the 
Kehilla members in your neighborhood and to make 
connections in your local village - come to a Kehilla 
Neighborhood Brunch!   This year our brunch is on the 
day of the first evening of Sukkot. 

WHERE: We expect to have hosts for Berkeley, 
Richmond, South Oakland and the 
Rockridge/Temescal/Grand Lake/Piedmont area of 
Oakland. WHAT: The hosts will provide juice, coffee 
and tea.   

Guests are asked to bring vegetarian brunch items to 
share. 

Save the Date and look for further announcements in 
the weekly emails or call the office!  We hope to see 
you there!  If you are willing to volunteer your home, 
please email chesed@kehillasynagogue.org.  Your offer 
will be much appreciated. 

Shalom, 
The Chesed Committee 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Erev Simchat Torah Celebration!  
Monday, October 24 

 

 

 

 

at Chochmat HaLev   
2215 Prince St., Berkeley at Fulton. 

Join with all the Bay Area Renewal communities for 
a night of sacred and ecstastic dancing to live 
music and special Torah chanting to celebrate the 
conclusion of our High Holy Day journey.    

6:00pm  Special Kids Celebration with Jen Miriam 
and Alon Altman, dance and sing around the Torah 
with  puppets, music and friends 

6:30pm Vegetarian potluck dinner 

7:00 pm Maariv, Dancing and Torah service with 
the Shirat HaLev Musicians 

9:30 pm- Kiddush and refreshments 

Donation:  Members of participating organizations: 
$15-10   General Public $20-15   Children: $5 

Save the Date! 

The Buddha & The Ba’al Shem Tov 
With Zoketsu Norman Fischer, Rabbi Burt Jacobson &  

Rabbi Dev Noily  
Come celebrate Rabbi Burt's 80th Birthday! 

Saturday Evening, November 19, 7:30pm 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

   Our own visionary teacher Rabbi Burt and noted poet, 
meditation teacher and Zen Buddhist priest, Norman 
Fischer will be in dialogue, moderated by Rabbi Dev. They 
will explore parallels in the teaching and lives of the 
Buddha and the Ba’al Shem Tov, two enlightened teachers 
who saw the Divine everywhere, and taught the spiritual 
values of mystery, compassion, love and joy. 

   Come and celebrate Rabbi Burt’s 80th birthday and 50th 
year in the rabbinate! The dialogue will be followed by 
delectable desserts and drinks in the Social Hall. 

   PLEASE NOTE – We will be celebrating Rabbi Burt’s 80th 
throughout Shabbat on November 18 & 19.  We will have 
Kabbalat Shabbat services and oneg on Friday night, and 
special Shabbat morning services and lunch on Saturday. 

Sanctuary 
 

 

 

 

mailto:chesed@kehillasynagogue.org.
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Book Discussion Group 
All Kehilla members are welcome to join us for our customary meetings on the second Monday of the month at 7pm in 
the Fireside Room. These books are from the San Francisco Jewiish Community Library and there might be copies to 
borrow. 

Monday, September 12, 7pm 
The Fixer by Bernard Malamud 

     The Fixer (1966) is Bernard Malamud's best-known 
and most acclaimed novel -- one that makes manifest his 
roots in Russian fiction, especially that of Isaac Babel.  
Set in Kiev in 1911 during a period of heightened anti-
Semitism, the novel tells the story of Yakov Bok, a Jewish 
handyman blamed for the brutal murder of a young 
Russian boy. Bok leaves his village to try his luck in Kiev, 
and after denying his Jewish identity, finds himself 
working for a member of the anti-Semitic Black 
Hundreds Society. When the boy is found nearly drained 
of blood in a cave, the Black Hundreds accuse the Jews of 
ritual murder. Arrested and imprisoned, Bok refuses to 
confess to a crime that he did not commit. 
 

 

Monday, October 10, 7pm 
Mystics of Mile End by Sigal Samuel 

     Sigal Samuel’s debut novel, in the vein of Nicole 
Krauss’s bestselling The History of Love, is an imaginative 
story that delves into the heart of Jewish mysticism, 
faith, and family. In the half-Hasidic, half-hipster 
Montreal neighborhood of Mile End, eleven-year-old Lev 
Meyer is discovering that there may be a place for 
Judaism in his life. As he learns about science in his day 
school, Lev begins his own extracurricular study of the 
Bible’s Tree of Knowledge with neighbor Mr. Katz, who is 
building his own Tree out of trash. Meanwhile his sister 
Samara is secretly studying for her Bat Mitzvah with 
next-door neighbor and Holocaust survivor, Mr. 
Glassman. All the while his father, David, a professor of 
Jewish mysticism, is a non-believer. 

 
Solar Lights for Gaza Fundraiser & 

 Pre-Shabbat Potluck 
Please join Kehilla’s Greening and Middle East Peace Committees for a potluck dinner on  

September 16 at 5:30pm and fundraiser to support the children of Gaza. 

         Gaza is still recovering from fifty-one days of 
bombing in 2014. Electricity, water, and sewage systems 
are all still very fragile, and more than 17,000 people are 
still in temporary housing. Families there are affected 
daily by rolling black-outs. Far too often electricity is 
only available for 4 hours per day. Children must do 
their homework by dangerous kerosene lamps or 
candlelight. For the last year, the Rebuilding Alliance, a 
local non-profit organization, has been fundraising and 
shpping solar powered lights to Non-Governmental 
Organizations in Gaza. Our goal is to help raise funds to 
help them send the next pallet of 1,920 solar-powered 
lights to Gaza's children. 
     Our speaker for the evening will be Donna Baranski-
Walker, founder and Executive Director of Rebuilding 
Alliance, who was in Gaza in April to distribute the first 
pallet of solar lights. Rebuilding Alliance is working with 
Palestinian Non-Governmental Organizations in Gaza to 
distribute the solar lights to children and families in 
need. Donna will explain how Rebuilding Alliance is able 
to send the solar-powered lights through the blockade 
following pre-clearance by both Palestinian and Israeli 
Customs. She also will tell us about their NGO partners 
and some of the families she visited in Gaza. This will be 

a rare opportunity to hear directly from someone who 
has spent time in Gaza supporting children and families.  
     Rebuilding Alliance has already delivered three pallets 
of solar lights so children in Gaza can safely study and 
spend time with their families. There are 700,000 
children in Gaza.  Please join us on Sept. 16th to help 
Rebuilding Alliance send more Luci Lights to Gaza's 
children. 
     We will have a Potluck Dinner in the Social Hall 
starting at 5:30. Please bring a vegetarian or fish dish to 
share.  
     And please join us after dinner and the presentation 
for a spirited, musical Kabbalat Shabbat service to sing, 
meditate, dance, and rest in the joy and peace of 
Shabbat. Led by Hazzan Shulamit and Julie Nesnansky. 
     We hope you can join us on September 16 to hear first 
hand from our guest about her experience personally 
delivering solar lights to Gaza. But if you can’t make it, 
please make a donation to this great project!  
     You can donate at this link: 
https://commitchange.com/ca/burlingame-
94010/rebuilding-alliance/events/kehilla-for-gazas-
children 

https://commitchange.com/ca/burlingame-
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You’re Invited: 
A Community Forum on the Movement for Black Lives Platform: 

Study & Conversation 

Sunday September 18, 3:30 – 7:00pm 
by Rabbi Dev Noily 

     In early August the Movement for Black Lives 
Platform was published.  Organizers described their 
project this way: 

In response to the sustained and increasingly visible 
violence against Black communities in the U.S. and 
globally, a collective of more than 50 organizations 
representing thousands of Black people from across 
the country have come together with renewed 
energy and purpose to articulate a common vision 
and agenda. 
Our resistance and rebellion are not new, but like 
other times in history have come to a critical mass, 
and the bravery of those in Ferguson and across 
the country captured the attention of the world. A 
year ago, over 2,000 of us gathered in Cleveland to 
reflect on the state of our movement for liberation 
and celebrate our people, both those who have 
fallen and those who have survived. It was there 
that we began the process of uniting to articulate a 
shared vision of the world we want to live in. 

     The Platform articulates that sweeping and radical 
vision for racial and economic justice. It addresses 
reparations, education, healthcare, housing, policing, 
militarization (domestic and foreign), incarceration, 
criminalization, community control, and other aspects 
of U.S. society and policy that impact Black lives. 
     We’re excited to come together to study the 
platform as a community and to listen deeply to what 
the Movement’s leaders are saying. Rabbi David, 
Hazzan Shulamit, Rabbi Burt and I have endorsed the 
Movement for Black Lives Platform as individuals.  As I 
read the Platform I felt the tectonic plates of racial 
injustice in our country begin to shift.  In the profound 
language of the background pieces I could hear more 
of the stories of Black lives, deepening my awareness 
of the differences between my experience as White 
person and the experiences of so many Black people I 

live alongside.   I heard the Platform as a call to listen 
to Black voices, as a call to compassion, and as a call to 
join more fully in the M4BL struggle to root out the 
injustice that continues to rot the core of our country.  
This feels like an extraordinary historic moment to me, 
and I feel humbled and grateful for the Movement for 
Black Lives as path to justice for all of us. 
     We’d like Kehilla to consider endorsing the Platform 
as an organization as well. This Forum will be our first 
communal conversation about the Platform, and will 
help us to discern the next steps in this process.   
     The primary focus of our learning and 
conversations will be the current and historic 
experiences of Black people in the U.S., and the ways 
that White supremacy has operated, and continues to 
operate in our society and in our souls. 
     We invite you to read the entire platform, either 
ahead of time or at the September 18 Community 
Forum.  The first part of the afternoon will be devoted 
to studying the Platform.  You will find links to a 
summary of the Platform, and to the deeper analysis 
of each of its six parts on our website at this link: 
http://kehillasynagogue.org/event/a-community-
forum-on-the-movement-for-black-lives-platform-
study-conversation/  
     After doing text study with the Platform we’ll have 
a break and a nosh/snack.  The second half of the 
afternoon will be a compassionate listening-style 
session, where people gather in facilitated small 
groups to share their responses, reactions to and 
questions about the platform.  We will have at least 
one small group for People of Color.  We’ll end with 
everyone coming together to share highlights from the 
small group conversations.  You may come for the 
whole time, or just the first half, or just the second 
half.   [continued on p. 13.]

 

http://kehillasynagogue.org/event/a-community-
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New Adult Education Classes Fall 2016 

To Register for Classes: You can register and pay online at www.KehillaSynagogue.org (click on the 
"LEARN" link and then click on Adult Education), or send check payable to Kehilla to Kehilla, 

 1300 Grand Ave., Piedmont, CA 94610.  

 
 
“700 Benches: Experiencing Biblical Hebrew” 
Class 
Begins September 8, 6:30pm 
Taught by Jenna Kemp 
Have you ever wanted to read and understand Torah 
Hebrew? As a first phase in the launch of Kehilla’s new 
“700 Benches” beit-midrash program,  Kehilla is 
offering  a class designed to be an immersive 
experience in the language and structure of biblical 
Hebrew. What do we mean by “immersive?" Think of 
once a week jumping into the deep end of the pool—
with water wings as needed, swim buddies, and a 
lifeguard. 
This class is a multi-level beit-midrash in which 
students will learn the grammar that will allow them 
to begin reading biblical Hebrew without an English 
translation. Working primarily in chevrutah (pairs, 
small groups), we will learn grammar together, while 
simultaneously reading biblical narrative in Hebrew. 
People at all levels of Hebrew abilities are encouraged 
to join. Students will be expected to do some 
homework and memorization, but the emphasis is on 
concepts and resources that will allow you to begin to 
“swim” on your own! 
If you are interested in the class, but need some work 
on your aleph-bet, you will find resources to help get 
you up to speed on our website at this link: 
http://kehillasynagogue.org/online-hebrewbiblical-
text-resources/ 
Prerequisite: Aleph-bet and Vowels 
Dates:  Thursdays, Sept. 8- Sept. 29, Oct. 27, Nov. 3 (A 
six-session series) 
Time: 6:30-8:30pm 
Cost: $150 Kehilla members, $180 General Public.  No 
one turned away for lack of ability to pay the full 
amount. If you are unable to pay the full amount, 
please contact sjgrodin@comcast.net. 
Questions? Contact Jenna Stover-Kemp at 
jennakemp25@gmail.com or Sharon Grodin at 
sjgrodin@comcast.net. No one is turned away for lack 
of funds; please discuss this with us. 

 
 

 
 
Conversion Group  
Begins September 12, 7:30pm 
Led by Rabbi Dev Noily and Sharon Grodin 

 Kehilla’s conversion group is the communal portion of 
a process of individual inquiry that each participant 
anticipates will lead to adopting Judaism.  Kehilla’s 
spiritual leaders Rabbi Dev and Sharon Grodin are 
available to guide participants in their reading, 
selection of classes, and experiences that inform their 
education toward discernment about this decision. 
 The group is not an “introduction to Judaism” class, 
but rather a forum where participants reflect on and 
share insights about the studies and experiences each 
is undertaking within Kehilla and elsewhere.  The 
group meets once a month for 1-1/2 hours, which 
typically includes some learning together and 
responding to each others’ questions. Because this 
group is intended to support conversion in the 
context of Kehilla community, after the first two 
sessions, participants are expected to decide whether 
Kehilla is a good fit for them; if so, participants will be 
come members, and if not, participants will be 
supported in finding an alternative for their 
conversion studies. 
If you are interested in this group, please contact 
Sharon Grodin at sjgrodin@comcast.net.  
Dates:  Mondays, Sept. 12, Nov. 14, Dec. 12  
Cost: No charge (but see above about membership).  
Led by Rabbi Dev and Sharon Grodin. 
Location: Sanctuary/Buber Room 

 

http://www.KehillaSynagogue.org
http://kehillasynagogue.org/online-hebrewbiblical-
mailto:sjgrodin@comcast.net.
mailto:jennakemp25@gmail.com
mailto:sjgrodin@comcast.net.
mailto:sjgrodin@comcast.net.
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Adult Education (continued) 
 
"Drumming As Prayer" Class 
A Two-Class Series: September 18 & September 21 
Taught by Debbie Fier, Kehilla Musical Prayer Leader & 
“Heartbeat of the Service"  
     Drumming is an active form of meditation. It 
provides a wonderful way to be present, express 
yourself and learn how to drum with a group in sacred 
community space. At Kehilla, we are creating an 
intergenerational drum group, called Ketzev Kehilla, 
(the Beats of Kehilla), and we have been learning 
some of the rhythms for the Kehilla melodies and also 
drumming at our Chai Shabbat services. 
     This is a two-class series. It can be taken as a series 
or as individual classes. (However, if you want to 
drum at High Holy Days services, you must come to 
both classes.) 
       Those who wish to will have the opportunity to 
drum for our High Holy Days services at the Scottish 
Rite Center in Oakland. Participants who want to join 
us in drumming need to commit to coming to both 
classes of the series (exceptions may be made IF you 
have taken previous ‘Drumming as Prayer’ classes with 
Debbie. In those cases you must come to at least 1 
class). If you have taken this class before, and enjoy 
drumming in our Kehilla circle, please come to the 
class!  We will always learn new rhythms, practice new 
exercises and continue building on what we have 
previously done. 
     All ages and all levels welcome!  Please bring a 
drum if you have one.  If you need a drum for the 
class, please email Sasha@kehillasynagogue.org and 
we will do our best to provide one. Hand percussion 
(shakers, claves, etc.) will be provided. 
     Dates: Sunday, Sept 18 - 4-5:30 and Wednesday,  
Sept 21, 7-8:30 in the Fireside Room.  
    Cost:  2-class series: $36 members/ $46 non-
members; Individual class: $20 members/ $25 non-
members 
    Location: Fireside Room 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Chai Mitzvah Group Forming: “A Jewish Year” 
Begins Sunday, October 16, 5:30pm 

In response to many requests for a more structured, 
group-based program for exploring Judaism, Kehilla is 
offering a Chai Mitzvah group beginning in October.  
What is “Chai Mitzvah,” you ask?  It’s a curriculum and 
structure created by a Jewish-multidenominational 
(including Renewal) group of rabbis and educators, 
designed to support group study and a period of 
committed personal exploration.  No prior experience 
with Judaism or Hebrew is required.  Here’s what the 
creators have to say about it: 

“Chai Mitzvah is a unique adult engagement program 
that encourages an integrated, experiential approach 
to Jewish life through five simple components. Each 
participant:  

1. Attends monthly group learning with a set 
curriculum provided by Chai Mitzvah.  

2. Chooses an independent study topic for the year.  

3. Chooses a ritual/spiritual practice to take on for the 
year.  

4. Chooses a social action activity to commit to for the 
year.  

5. Celebrates the journey!”  

In our case, we’ve chosen “A Jewish Year” as an 
overarching theme. Participants will investigate and 
experience the Jewish calendar as it occurs, separately 
or together, as interests dictate.  Our mitzvah group 
will meet on third Sundays starting in October, with 
minimal costs set to cover our fee from Chai Mitzvah 
for the materials (the more participants, the lower the 
cost, but we are setting the initial registration fee 
$18/person for the 9-month period).  The group may 
decide to engage speakers or project leaders on 
particular topics and share the cost of that additional 
enrichment.  For more information about the 
program, see www.chaimitzvah.org.  For questions 
about our group, contact sjgrodin@comcastnet. 

Dates: Monthly for 9 months, beginning Sunday,  
Oct. 16, 5:30-7pm 

Cost: $18/person 

Location: Back classsroom, main floor 

mailto:Sasha@kehillasynagogue.org
http://www.chaimitzvah.org.
mailto:sjgrodin@comcastnet.
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Adult Education (continued) 
 

Elements of Magical Judaism 
Begins Monday, October 16, 6:00pm 
with Reclaiming* Teachers  
Jude Elf & Maggid Jonathan Furst 
Join us for a six-week exploration of Earth-based 
Judaism through the elements of Earth, Air, Fire, 
Water and Spirit. Develop personal practices and 
improvisational ritual co-creation skills, blending 
modern G!ddess-oriented magic with traditional 
Jewish and ancient Hebraic spirituality.  
Dates: Mondays, October 17 - November 21, 6pm  
Cost: $240-$90 sliding scale 
Location: Sanctuary 
For More Info: contact jfurst@pobox.com or  
415-516-4904 
*Learn more about Reclaiming here: 
http://www.reclaiming.org/  
Co-sponsored by the Jewitch Collective and Derech 
Ha'Aretz Outdoor Yeshiva 
 
I Never Knew Hebrew Could Be So Much Fun 
Class 
Begins Sunday, October 23, 10:30am 
Taught by Bracha Stone 
Once again Bracha is offering her fabulous course in 
beginning Hebrew. Absolutely no previous Hebrew 
experience is required or expected. Come and find out 
why you don’t have to know very much at all in order 
to have Hebrew take on a very special place in your 
life. Bracha loves to teach this class since adults tend 
to be very compliant students and they ask such 
serious questions. Form a community of like-minded 
adults, play games, sing songs and learn, learn, learn.  
Repeaters welcomed!! 

Dates:  Sunday, Oct. 23, 30, Nov. 6, 10:30am-11:45am 
Cost:  $54 members, $66 nonmembers 
Location: Given at the time of registration. 
Call Bracha for questions or concerns. 510-703-2220. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Personalizing Our Experience With Jewish 
Liturgy 
First meeting: Sunday, October 23, 6:30pm 
A new group convened by Bracha Stone 
Designed for those who want to explore an expanded 
and creative relationship to Jewish liturgy. While there 
is no expectation of a belief in "God," this group is 
designed for those who desire to personally connect 
to "something-bigger-than-us" and/or "the-wisdom-
deep-within-us." We will witness and be witnessed as 
we explore our attraction and creative responses to 
traditional Jewish prayer practice. We will meet 
together once a month for 5 months. We will also 
participate in a weekly email conversation concerning 
our intentions, and the challenges and blessings we 
experience as we enact our them. 
Dates:  First meeting is Sunday, Oct. 23, 6:30-8:30. 
There will be a meeting at the same time in the 
evening in November, December, January and 
February. Specific dates for each month will be 
determined by October 1st.  
Cost:  $120 members, $150 nonmembers 
Location: Given at the time of registration.  
Call Bracha for questions or concerns. 510-703-2220.  

A Class in the Poetic Word 
Begins Wednesday, October 26, 7pm 
Taught by Lenore Weiss 
Come learn about several outstanding twentieth-
century American Jewish poets, including a number of 
contemporary writers. The four-session class will 
examine work by poets who express diverse 
connections to the Jewish experience.  For the first 
hour of each session, we will examine and discuss the 
poet’s work. Using writing prompts from the readings, 
during the second hour we will respond to the poetry 
in whatever written form we choose. Open to all. No 
writing experience is required. Special guest visits by 
local poets. All lovers of the word are encouraged to 
participate. Bring a notebook and pen. 
Dates: Wednesday, Oct. 26, Nov.  9,  Nov. 23, Nov. 30, 
7-9pm 
Cost: $88 members, $112 nonmembers 
Location: Fireside Room 
 

mailto:jfurst@pobox.com
http://www.reclaiming.org/
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A Community Forum on the Movement for Black Lives Platform 
[continued] 
     Part of the platform, called Invest/Divest, deals 
with connections between U.S. military spending and 
interventions abroad on the one hand, and the lack of 
funding for domestic social needs and militarization of 
U.S. police on the other hand. This part of the 
platform also addresses U.S. military support for Israel 
and the unjust treatment of Palestinians under 
Occupation, using language that some Jewish people 
and organizations have objected to strongly.   
     Our intention is to create a community forum that 
centers the Platform’s demands for racial and 

economic justice, while making space for the complex 
emotional responses that may arise for us in 
relationship to Jewish identity, racial identity and all 
the aspects of ourselves that make each of us who we 
are.  
     Please be in touch with us if you have questions or 
feedback.  
     RSVP if you can  to Sasha@kehillasynagogue.org.  
 – it will help us a lot as we plan the afternoon. 

 
 

Join the 30th Annual G.R.I.P. Harmony Walk in Richmond 
To End Hunger & Homelessness-to Benefit the Greater Richmond Interfaith Program 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     On October 29, Greater Richmond Interfaith 
Program is hosting its 30th annual Harmony Walk/Run 
to End Homelessness in Richmond. Several Kehilla 
members and members of St. John’s Church joined a 
team last year in memory of David McPhail and Judy 
Abel, GRIP activists who both died in September, 
2015.  
     That team raised over $1,000 in support of the 
Souper Center, a program operated by GRIP, which 
serves meals to homeless and needy residents and 
also runs a family shelter. David and Irene, his wife, 
both Kehilla members, and Betty Young, started a 
group now called David’s Dinner Group which 
prepares a monthly meal for families staying at the 
GRIP shelter. Several Kehilla members, people who 
had been members of an El Cerrito church where 
David had ministered, and members of St John’s 
Presbyterian Church in Berkeley, are in the dinner 
group as well. 
     David did this Walk every year through 2014. 

Kehilla members have another opportunity this year 
to remember and honor David while helping to ease 
homelessness. 
     We encourage everyone’s participation in or pledge 
of money to the team. We will have a team name and 
a team page set-up with the Harmony Walk website 
by mid-September. 
     The web address with a link to our team page & 
further details will be provided in the Kehilla weekly 
e-mails.    
     Check-in on October 29 begins at 9:00 a.m. The Run 
starts at 10:30 a.m. The Walk starts at 10:45 a.m. You 
can walk or run for as much, or as little, a distance as 
you want.  And, there will be a festival in the park 
after the walk.  
     Please consider sending a donation or joining the 
team after the team page is setup. If you have 
questions about the team, feel free to contact Sue 
Goldberg directly at suegoldberg@sbcglobal.net 

 
Pictured: Alex Madonik, Ruthie Levin, Richard Speiglman, Sue Goldberg 

 

mailto:Sasha@kehillasynagogue.org.
mailto:suegoldberg@sbcglobal.net
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An Interview with Spiritual Leader Avi Rose 
by Bill Lazarus

     More refugees are 
fleeing persecution now 
than at any time since the 
end of World War II, says 
Avi Rose, who has spent 
most of his life as a political 
and social activist, and who 
now finds himself turning 
more and more to issues of 
immigration and the flood 
of people seeking safe 
haven. With millions of 
refugees left homeless and 
nationless as the result of 
warfare in Syria and 
elsewhere, Avi sees the 

Jewish response as extending “beyond empathizing. 
“It’s identifying,” he says. “We need to see ourselves 
as coming out of Egypt.” 

     “We were strangers. We know the heart of the 
stranger,” adds Avi, who is executive director of 
Jewish Family and Community Services East Bay . That 
“central narrative” of the Jewish people is a key these 
days to the work of JFCS. About 2,000 of the 8,000 
people it annually serves are refugees and other 
immigrants. While the work of JFCS has historically 
been geared toward helping the Jewish community, it 
is not exclusively so. Avi says, “Tikkun Olam is not 
about bringing healing only to the Jewish people. It’s 
about “olam.” It’s about the world as a whole.” 

     When Avi started work at JFCS in 2005, the agency 
was already involved with helping immigrants from all 
over the world. When the surge of Jewish immigration 
from the Former Soviet Union subsided in the 1990’s, 
JFCS began to serve people from other countries, 
including Afghanistan, Bosnia, Cambodia, Iran, Iraq 
and Syria. Many of these refugees are Muslims. JFCS 
currently helps numerous families from Afghanistan, 
many of whom were subject to persecution after 
assisting Americans in the war against the Taliban. 
JFCS also has devoted itself to helping LGBT refugees 
fleeing particularly harsh oppression because of their 
sexual orientation or gender identities. 

     As a youth, Avi grew up mostly in Phoenix in a 
liberal Jewish family, largely out-of-kilter with the 

mostly right-wing community. His dad hailed from the 
Bronx, and was himself the son of immigrant parents 
who made their way to the United States from 
Lithuania. When Avi was 13, he moved with his family 
to Sacramento, and soon started spending time in the 
Bay Area. It was the late 1960s and “politics, drugs and 
rock and roll — it was all here.” 

     Avi became a political activist in high school, and 
chose to go to college at Brandeis, which was a hotbed 
of leftist politics. While he came out as a gay man in 
college, his activism was focused more on anti-war 
work and economic issues. After college, he worked 
for a period as a union steward. Avi joined other 
progressive Jews in the Boston Committee to 
Challenge Antisemitism and became, in the 1980s, 
involved in New Jewish Agenda, a national 
organization that he co-chaired, and that focused on a 
wide variety of issues, including Mid-East peace, 
feminism, disarmament, LGBT rights, oppression in 
Central America and the sanctuary movement. Avi 
also took up work battling AIDS, and co-edited Twice 
Blessed, a book about gay and lesbian Jews. 

     While Avi was aware of immigration issues, it 
wasn’t then a focus of his work and activism. That 
changed in 2005 when he started at JCFS and found it 
“powerful” to be working to help both Russian Jews 
and Afghan Muslims. “I’m really impressed by the 
resilience of most of the refugees whom we are 
helping.  They are individuals with their own quirks, 
strengths and shortcomings, and most have 
experienced significant trauma. It is a huge 
undertaking to leave your home – everyone and 
everything you know – and start your life over again in 
a new country..” 

     While, culturally, the Bay Area is “really welcoming, 
economically, this is a really hard area to come to,” Avi 
says. As a result, families crowd into small living 
quarters together, and people work two or three jobs 
to get by. 

     At seders, Avi has hosted refugees. “It’s powerful to 
be at a seder with somebody who has recently had to 
‘leave Egypt,’” he says. Avi also asks, “What is more 
Jewish than resettling refugees?” He answers himself 
in a word. “Nothing.”
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A Note on the Israel/Palestine Values Survey 
by Rabbi David J. Cooper 

 
     Last month we send out to every member 
household a survey to determine support for a 
statement of values on Israel/Palestine. One could 
indicate where one stood on a spectrum from very 
much disagreeing to strong agreement (scale of 1 to 
5). 
     As of this writing, 141 responses have been 
received. 
     99 responses are 5’s – strongly agree. (71.7%) 
     26 are 4’s – generally agree (18.8%) 
     7 are 3’s – more or less neutral (5.1%) 
     3 are 2’s – generally disagree (2.2%) 

     3 are 1’s – very much disagree (2.2%) 
     In a few days, I will be reading the many written 
comments on the proposed wording and I plan to 
print some of them in the November Kol Kehilla, with 
the permission of their authors to print with ascription 
or anonymously. 
     The decision to adopt the statement as is (or with 
grammatical changes) will be in the hands of the 
Kehilla Board. Currently the plan is that in October the 
results of the survey and representative comments 
and suggestions will be forwarded to the Board for 
their consideration and action. 

 
Chevra Kadisha Sh'mira Readings Project 

 
    Kehilla’s Chevra Kadisha is pleased to announce the 
completion of our “Sh’mira Readings Project.”  We 
now have two beautiful volumes that can be used by 
the shomrim (“watchers”) –those who sit with the 
body of a community member who has died until the 
time of burial. 
    Traditionally, shomrim read Psalms during the 
sh’mira  (“watching”).  In Kehilla we have provided 
other readings—poetry and prose from Jewish and 
non-Jewish sources as well as portions of our liturgy—
so that each shomer might deepen his or her own 
reflections on the meaning of life and death.   
     As we embarked on revising and expanding these 
additional readings, our discussions and study led us 
to taking a closer look at The Book of Psalms as well.  
We looked at many different translations and 

interpretations and selected the one for each Psalm 
that we thought invoked the values of Jewish Renewal 
movement.  
     A small group from Kehilla’s Chevra Kadisha 
traveled to Boston in June to present a workshop on 
these readings and to discuss Kehilla’s approach to 
sh’mira at the annual K’vod v Nichum (“honor and 
comfort”) conference.  More than thirty people 
attended our workshop and received our presentation 
with great enthusiasm.   
     We will formally present Kehilla’s Readings for 
Shmira and Psalms for Shmira at the Morning Service, 
Sept 17.  We invite the entire community to join in 
our simcha and to learn more about the practice of 
sh’mira.   

 

Finding Your Spiritual Direction 
 
     Spiritual direction is a process of inner listening that 
enables individuals to discern the movement of the 
Spirit in their lives, so they can come to understand 
both the spiritual dimension and the spiritual direction 
of their experience. In this sense, spiritual direction is 
a pathway to teshuvah, toward finding one’s way back 
to the Source that birthed and sustains each of us.  

     Spiritual directors have been trained to help those 
seeking the Spirit to find direction. They also help 
seekers find appropriate spiritual practices. 

     Rabbi Burt offers individual Kehilla congregants 
hour-long meetings in spiritual direction. Any Kehilla 
member is entitled to such a session once a year 
without cost. Burt usually meets with congregants at 
Kehilla on Tuesday afternoons and evenings, several 
times a month. He also sees people at his home in El 
Sobrante at other times during the week. If you are 
interested in meeting with Rabbi Burt, please contact 
him at Rabburt@earthlink.net, or by calling 
510.283.5704. 

 
 

mailto:Rabburt@earthlink.net,
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Competing Death Penalty Initiatives on November Ballot 

by Beth Weinberger 
 

     This November we'll have a chance to vote again to 
repeal California's death penalty, replacing it with Life 
Without Possibility of Parole.  Unfortunately, a 
competing measure that would attempt to change the 
appeals process to expedite executions has caused 
confusion, especially as the latter measure's title is 
misleading.  So here's an explanation of each of the 
initiatives with recommendations in keeping with 
Kehilla policy. 

 
The Justice that Works Act of 2016—Proposition #62  

 This is essentially the same as Prop. 34 on the 
2012 ballot, which Kehilla supported.  It would replace 
the death penalty with life without the possibility of 
parole.  It would: 

 End state killing and eliminate the possibility 
of executing innocent people.  Since 1973, 
156 people, convicted of murder, have been 
exonerated, 3 of them in California. 

 Keep dangerous criminals from ever being 
released. 

 Save approximately $150 million a year that 
could be put to more productive use. 

 Increase to 60% the portion of wages earned 
by persons sentenced to life without parole 
that may go to victim restitution funds. 

Recommendation:  Support Prop. 62 
 
Death Penalty Reform & Savings Act of 2016—
Proposition #66 

  Prop. 66 attempts to “reform” a  failed death 
penalty system by changing the appeals process.  It 
would remove current safeguards, limit the ability to 
present new evidence of innocence and set unrealistic 
deadlines for trials and appeals.  The changed 

procedures and new deadlines would force hiring of 
hundreds of new, inexperienced attorneys at taxpayer 
expense. If it succeeded, it would: 

 Increase the chances of wrongful convictions 
and execution of innocent people 

 Interfere with our due process and appeals 
processes, which might be found 
unconstitutional after costly and lengthy 
lawsuits. 

 Authorize the state to house death row 
inmates in new prisons. 

 Model California's system after Texas' rapid 
execution mill. 

 Move appeals from the state Supreme Court 
to local county courts, prioritizing these cases 
and the shortened timelines.  It would 
overwhelm lower courts and severely limit 
their ability to hear other types of cases or 
conduct any other court business. 

Recommendation: Oppose Prop. 66 
 
        This fall you'll have a chance to hear more about, 
question and discuss these initiatives, as well 
as a number of others at a Kehilla Ballot Initiatives 
evening, October 17.  Mark your calendars and see 
Richard Speiglman's article, also in this issue, on some 
of the other initiatives, researched and recommended 
by Oakland Community Organizations (OCO.) 
     If you want more information now about the death 
penalty initiatives; if you want to help with the 
campaigns or donate to them, go to 
www.yeson62.com or contact me at 
bethw0104@mindspring.com.  

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Not Registered to Vote?  
 

Please contact karenrachels@gmail.com 
of Kehilla’s Economic Justice Committee 
She will help you get registered before 

the November election 

http://www.yeson62.com
mailto:bethw0104@mindspring.com.
mailto:karenrachels@gmail.com


 17 

 

Community Discussion of Ballot Propositions and Local Measures 
by Richard Speiglman 

 
Monday, October 17, 7-9pm 

Kehilla Social Hall 
Sponsored by  

Kehilla Economic Justice Committee, Greening Committee and Anti-Death Penalty Action Group 

Bring yourself, your friends and your family, your questions and your answers 

     When I was a kid in Des Moines, reform Rabbi 
Edward Zerin (Temple B’nai Jeshurun) used to implore 
youth – perhaps it was at our B’nai Mitzvot – to be 
“informed, participating Jews.”  I may have taken this 
to be the 11th Commandment, and I think the 
instruction was responsible for my 50-something years 
of reading at least the local, state, and national news 
sections of the daily newspaper.  Sometime later, a 
sociology professor suggested that the important 
news appears in the business section.  We won’t get 
into the question of sports news. 

     I never fully understood the Jews part of the 
obligation.  But nevertheless I’m pretty sure the 
informed/participating charge includes voting and, to 
the extent possible, understanding the implications of 
your vote prior to casting it. 

     In their length, California ballots present a serious 
challenge.  We need each other’s help to become well-
informed prior to voting.  Instead of sitting home 
alone the night before the election frantically trying to 
decide how to vote on propositions and local 
measures, on the evening of October 17th please join 
other community members to discuss ballot 
measures. 

 Bring your sample ballot (and your mail-in or 
absentee ballot if you have one) 

 Join discussion of some of the most important 
state and local ballot measures (if only we had 
time to tend to all of them!) 

 Written materials on all the state propositions 
and some local measures will be available, 
including recommendations from Kehilla, 
Oakland Community Organizations (OCO), and 
other organizations 

 Kehilla members and others actively engaged 
in working on some of the measures will offer 
brief presentations 

 
See the next page for OCO's recommendations on 

several state, county, and City of Oakland issues.  
We’ll have expanded endorsement information by 
October 17th.   

 
Please forward information on other measures, or 

for other localities, to Richard or Beth: 

rspeiglman@sbcglobal.net  

bethw0104@mindspring.com   

Or bring the information with you on October 17th.   

If possible, RSVP to Beth or Richard (see their 
contact information above.) 

mailto:rspeiglman@sbcglobal.net
mailto:bethw0104@mindspring.com


 18 

Oakland Community Organizations 

Recommendations on CA, Alameda County, and City of Oakland issues 

Number Title or focus Content OCO 
endorsement 

State Propositions 

55 Tax extension 
Extends the temporary personal income tax on 
incomes over $250,000 to fund education and 

health care (Prop 30 extension) 
Support 

56 Tobacco tax Increases the cigarette tax to $2 / pack Support 

 57 Public Safety & 
Rehabilitation Act 

Increases parole chances for felons convicted of 
non-violent crimes and provides more 

opportunities to earn credits for good behavior 
Support 

 62 Death penalty Repeals the death penalty in CA Support* 

64 Adult Use of Marijuana Act 
Legalizes adults’ growing, possessing, and using 

marijuana for nonmedical purposes, with certain 
restrictions; establishes regulatory system for 

legal market.  

Neutral 

Alameda County Measures 

A Affordable Housing bond 
(property tax) 

Funding for a variety of approaches to promote 
affordable housing  Support 

Oakland City and School District Measures  

JJ Protect Oakland Renters 
Act  

Strengthen tenants’ rights by requiring owners to 
petition through the Rent Board for rent increases 

above annual CPI, extending just cause eviction 
protections to buildings built through 1995, and 

increasing Rent Board transparency and 
accountability 

Support 

LL 
Form civilian oversight 
commission of police 

department 
Promotes civilian oversight of police department Support 

KK 
Infrastructure 

improvements bond 
(property tax) 

Funding for a variety of improvements to streets, 
sidewalks, public buildings, and some funds for 

affordable housing 
Neutral  

HH Tax distributors of sugar-
sweetened beverages 

Promotes public health by raising price of sugar-
sweetened beverages Support 

G1 Oakland Unified School 
District  bond (parcel tax) 

Funds educator salary increases and middle 
school improvements (as of last draft seen) No vote (yet) 

* Kehilla recommends a yes vote on Prop. 62 and a no vote on Prop 66 (which would speed-up 
executions).  See accompanying article, “Competing Death Penalty Initiatives on November Ballot" on 
p. 17. 
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Seeking Shelter in the Days of Awe:  
 Immigrants and Refugees, Longing and Home 
[continued from p. 1] 
 
You can read a more complete description of our 
theme below.  Throughout the High Holy Days season 
and beyond, we’ll be integrating the spiritual practices 
of this time with ways to learn about and respond to 
the crises of migration that are shaking our world.  
During High Holy Days services we’ll hear from some 
of the folks in our community about their experiences 
with immigrants and refugees.  We’ll also have 
resources available during services about how to 
connect with local groups and join in efforts to 
respond.   
    And in the months following the High Holy Days, 
we’ll host a series of four community workshops, 
featuring congregants working to support immigrants 
and refugees.  The workshop topics are: Considering 
Offering Housing to a Refugee; Being Part of an 
Accompaniment Team for an Immigrant Family or 
Unaccompanied Minor; Immigration Policy, Advocacy 
and Intersectionality with Economic and Racial Justice 
Issues; and Kehilla as Sanctuary/Refuge for 
Immigrants.  
    May our practice during this season help each of us 
grow toward greater wholeness, joy, compassion and 
justice. 
    Our Theme for 5777:  Immigrants and Refugees, 
Longing and Home  
    A river goes out from the first place that was home, 
to water the garden, and from there it divides and 
becomes four headwaters. (Bereshit 2:10) 
    In the beginning all was one, undifferentiated and 
whole.  To come into the joy of embodied life is also to 
come into separateness.  And to be separate is to long 
for reconnection, to yearn for wholeness and for 
home.  The Yamim Nora’im (High Holy Days) point us 

in the direction of home, and outfit us for the promise 
and uncertainty of the journey.  We soften our hearts 
and open lines of communication with people we’ve 
hurt and who have hurt us.  We practice 
accountability, forgiveness, compassion and 
generosity.  We touch those who are dear to us with 
an extra measure of tenderness and gratitude. 
    This year we set out on this path in a world of 
growing displacement and migration. People forced 
from their homes by war, violence, poverty, drought, 
gentrification, and a swiftly changing climate are 
fighting for survival and searching for a refuge where 
they and their families can be safe.  Some in Kehilla 
are personally impacted, and many in our community 
are stepping up to help--by working to end structural 
violence, by challenging the economics underlying 
displacement, by offering loving personal support to 
immigrants and refugees, by fighting for policies that 
welcome immigrants and refugees, and by joining the 
struggle against deportation, targeting and 
discrimination against people who are undocumented.  
    As a community this year we will enter the inner 
landscape of exile and return.  We’ll encounter the 
stranger who dwells within us, and the stranger who 
dwells among us.  Together we will turn toward this 
tidal wave of displacement, expanding our capacity to 
welcome and support the growing number of 
immigrants and refugees in our midst.  As Torah 
teaches (Lev. 19:33-34), When a stranger resides with 
you in your land, you shall not wrong them.  The 
stranger who resides with you shall be to you as one of 
your citizens; you shall love them as yourself, for you 
were strangers in the land of Mitzrayim. 
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Coming Soon: Pronoun Stickers for Your Nametag 
by Hazzan Shulamit Wise Fairman, Lynn Bravewomon and Rabbi Dev Noily 

  
   As Davey Shlasko writes in the 
Trans*Ally Workbook, 
    “Most of the time, most people 
are on autopilot about pronouns. 
They call all women she, her and 
hers, and all men he, him and his. 
But being on autopilot doesn’t 
always work. Sometimes—
especially, but not only, when 
talking about trans* people—it can 
lead you to call someone a pronoun 
that isn’t what they’re usually 
called or what they want to be 
called.”  
     We are continuing to make 
Kehilla a more welcoming and 
inclusive space for all of our 
members.  All of us appreciate it 
when other people see us as who 
we are.  For  trans* people 
pronouns can be a constant source 
of being seen and affirmed when preferred pronouns 
are used by others; conversely the absence of 
accurate pronouns denies a critical piece of 
recognition and affirmation of identity. 
     Kehilla’s intention to build gender pronoun 
language in our community culture is part of gender-

inclusion efforts that reverse the 
invisibility caused when the wrong 
pronouns are used. 
     As a community of spiritual practice, 
it feels especially important that Kehilla 
be a place where everyone can be seen 
and affirmed in all of who we are.  So 
soon you’ll see a set of pronoun 
stickers next to our nametags. 
 Everyone has the option to add a 
pronoun sticker to your nametag, to let 
others know which pronouns you use.  
By using a sticker, cisgender people can 
support others in our community for 
whom “pronoun autopilot” doesn’t 
work well. 
     Whatever our gender identity, all of 
us have some experiences of resonance 
with the gender we were raised in, and 
some experiences of dissonance with 
the gender we were raised in.  We can 

all lean into those experiences to cultivate our 
compassion for ourselves and each other as we 
navigate this complex and shifting terrain of gender 
identity. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
    

    

A vocabulary moment: 

trans* refers to people whose 
gender identity is different from 

the gender identity they were 
assigned at birth, including 

people who are transgender, 
genderqueer, gender-

nonconforming, gender non-
binary, gender fluid, gender 

fabulous people. 

Cisgender refers to people 
whose gender identity is, for the 

most part, aligned with the 
gender they were assigned at 
birth and in which they were 

socialized. 

Kehilla Sings! 

 
         Interested in being part of a Kehilla Choir this Fall 
and Winter? We may offer this opportunity through 
our Adult Ed program with Bon Singer, a veteran 
cantor and synagogue choir director who has also 
directed Ya'Elah and Kitka.  
     PLEASE click on the following link and fill out a short 
questionnaire by Aug 28 to help us discern whether 
and how to move forward, and pass it on to your 
friends! 

 https://goo.gl/forms/Vd6jFONpn4IphBrK2 

https://goo.gl/forms/Vd6jFONpn4IphBrK2
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The Annual Kehilla Membership Retreat:  
Toward Further Improvements in Accessibility  

by Marilyn Golden & Don Stone 

In our debrief after another successful annual retreat, Kehilla’s Retreat Committee discussed how to achieve further 
improvements in the accessibility of the retreat to all members. Below is a report.  It addresses all dimensions of 
accessibility including affordability, access to the location, planning issues, and mobility access.  
 

Addressing Accessibility  at the Annual Kehilla Summer Retreat

     In the Retreat Committee’s debriefing of this year’s 
retreat, one focus of discussion has been about the 
accessibility challenges of Bort Meadow. There are 
various kinds of accessibility needs, including   
affordability, location, registration constraints, and 
physical mobility, all which contribute to the retreat 
location and experience being attractive and 
welcoming. 
     Affordability. We’ve had many comments that our 
past weekend retreats at retreat centers were out of 
the price range of many individuals and especially 
families—even with elective camping such as at Walker 
Creek Ranch.  
    Location issues: We have had requests for a location 
that is easy to get to on a Friday afternoon for people 
who want to camp the first night—and also for people 
who want make a round trip on Saturday. At Bort 
Meadow and at Walker Ranch, there is lack of cell 
phone reception. This can limit some members’ 
capacity to take part. Sometimes at Bort, there have 
been difficulties getting in and out of the locked gate 
when no one was on duty Friday.  
     Planning flexibility.  We need a site that is big 
enough that it does not require us to commit to a 
certain attendance well in advance. It helps to have 
flexibility that allows for final week commitment to 
attending, or even the day-of. Camping or easy 
commuting helps last minute planning and increases 
the numbers attending—about 25-30% of participants 
sign up or show up the last week. 
     Physical mobility. Challenges come with bumpiness 
or steepness of the terrain, any steps (none at Bort 
Meadow), accessibility to bathrooms (new Bort 
Meadow bathrooms are wheelchair accessible, though 
far from activities), parking availability, drop-off option 
for those needing it, and distance between the 
different stations—food, service, bathrooms, drop-off 
spot. We have had requests from people with mobility 
needs to have more accommodations so that they can 
attend either Bort Meadow, or another site.  
     Given these parameters, we are proceeding in the 
following manner: 

      *Reserve Bort Meadow for a weekend in July 2017 
(already have requested 7/14-16/2017, will hear back 
in late October if we got it). 
     *Tell anyone interested that we welcome their 
research on an alternative site that takes into account 
the factors mentioned above (our deposit for Bort 
Meadow, assuming we get our request, will be small 
enough to forfeit if we find a better site). 
     *Be proactive in responding to accessibility needs. 
Build into the reservation process a way to 
communicate specific needs and figure out best 
practices to meet them. For instance, the registration 
form/website will have a contact person for 
accessibility needs when we start to advertise next 
year’s retreat—Marilyn Golden may be filling this 
function. So coming up with solutions to specific needs 
can be creatively addressed well in advance. 
     Several congregants have already volunteered to 
assist with accessibility issues, including suggesting 
other sites/centers and being available to accompany 
individuals needing assistance to navigate at Bort 
Meadow, which is largely relatively flat, though the 
ground has a bumpy, uneven surface. 
     *Research alternative means of conveyance to 
transport individuals from point to point at the Bort 
Meadow site, possibly in ways that make use of the 
assistance from a volunteer. This research has already 
begun, with an initial finding that vehicles like golf carts 
are probably too expensive to own, rent, or transport 
from rental locations. Kehilla may have access to one 
or more ordinary wheelchairs that can be used. Or, all 
terrain wheelchairs may be one possibility. There may 
be other ways to deal with the bumpy terrain between 
the car turn-around and the dining tables that are not 
dependent upon volunteer assistance, and allow for 
more independent movement. 
     *Other concerns, suggestions, or ideas, regarding 
Kehilla Retreat accessibility issues or how to address 
them? Want to volunteer your assistance? 
     Contact either Marilyn Golden 
at mgolden@dredf.org, or Don Stone 
at donstone1@aol.com or 510-703-0073. 

mailto:mgolden@dredf.org,
mailto:donstone1@aol.com
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On the Origins of Kehilla: 
Social Justice 

                                                     by Rabbi Burt Jacobson 
Note: This is the fifth of a series of 
personal essays on the beginnings of 
Kehilla. Each article shares the 
origins of one or more of the ideals 
and/or values that motivated me to 
start Kehilla. The essays are adapted 

from the manuscript of the book I am in the process of 
completing, tentatively titled There is Only One Love: 
The Ba’al Shem Tov in the Modern World. 
     My passion for social justice came from my mother, 
Gert Jacobson. As the chairwoman of the Anti-
Defamation League in Cleveland during World War II, 
she tried to awaken the Jewish community to the Nazi 
atrocities in Europe. When our family moved to Texas 
in 1947, Gert became the chairwoman of the Anti-
Defamation League in San Antonio. In that capacity she 
worked with teachers in the public schools, instructing 
them on how to promote racial, ethnic and religious 
tolerance in their classrooms.  
     My mother’s commitment to social justice stemmed 
from her father, Ruby Goldberg. My grandfather, who 
was born in Romania, was a women’s tailor. A secular 
Yiddish-speaking Jew, he was strongly drawn to 
socialism. He became a negotiator for the International 
Ladies’ Garment Workers Union in New York. My 
mother remembered him coming home from the 
negotiations, infuriated by the tightfisted attitudes of 
the factory owners. He would go to the kitchen, pick up 
a carving knife and bang it repeatedly on the counter. 
“Those G… d…. bosses, those G… d…. bosses, they 
won’t give us a nickel! They won’t give us a nickel! 
      I did not hear that story until I was an adult, but I 
learned about the biblical prophets as a young student 
in the religious school of Temple Beth El in San 
Antonio. I came to admire the commitment of the 
Reform movement to social justice. 
       Yet, I did not study the words of the biblical 
prophets until I entered rabbinical school. In 1961, as a 
second-year student at the Jewish Theological 
Seminary, I took a seminar with Abraham Joshua 
Heschel on the prophets. By this time, Heschel was well 
on his way to becoming the most well-known Jewish 
religious thinker in the United States.  
       Heschel had completed his dissertation on the 
prophets in the late 1930s in Germany, just as the Nazi 
regime had come into power. In the late 1950s he 
decided to rewrite the book in English. The members of 

our seminar were privileged to read the galley proofs 
of The Prophets with him.  
    In the book’s introduction, Heschel wrote: 
     The things that horrified the prophets are even now 
daily occurrences all over the world. There is no society 
to which Amos’ words would not apply. 

Listen to this, you merchants who crush the 
poor,and trample on the needy! You who are 
thinking,“When will this New Moon festival  
finally be over so that we can sell our grain, and 
this Sabbath day, so we can market our wheat? 
Then we will tamper with the scales, making the 
bushel-measure smaller and the shekel-weight 
bigger. And then we can make slaves of the 
poor, buying them for their debt of a piece of 
silver or a pair of sandals, and we will even get 
paid for moldy wheat.”YHWH, the Pride of Israel, 
has sworn: ‘’I will never forget what you have 
done!’  Amos 8:4-7 

      Indeed, [Heschel continued] the sort of crimes and 
even the amount delinquency that fill the prophets of 
Israel with dismay do not go beyond that which we 
regard as normal, as typical ingredients of social 
dynamics. To us, a single act of injustice—cheating in 
business, exploitation of the poor—is slight; to the 
prophets, a disaster. To us injustice is injurious to the 
welfare of the people; to the prophets, it is a 
deathblow to existence; to us, an episode; to them, a 
catastrophe, a threat to the world.  
     Heschel’s prose was incandescent. I found his ability 
to enter the consciousness of the prophets utterly 
remarkable. As a result, the voices of the prophets 
have both stirred and haunted me throughout my life. 
     In the following years I found myself especially 
drawn to Amos, the first of the literary prophets, who 
focused almost exclusively on the necessity for social 
justice. Amos seemed totally relevant to the political 
climate of the late 1960s. Indeed, the Reverend Martin 
Luther King, Jr., who became Heschel’s friend and 
colleague, often cited Amos’ words. The day before he 
was assassinated in 1968, King delivered a speech in 
support of the striking sanitation workers in Memphis, 
in which he said:    

"Somehow the preacher must have a kind of fire 
shut up in his bones. And whenever injustice is 
around he must tell it. Somehow the preacher must  
[continued on next page] 
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On the Origins of Kehilla (continued) 
 
be an Amos, who said, “When God speaks, who can 
but prophesy?” Again with Amos, “Let justice roll 
down like waters and righteousness like a mighty 
stream.”  

       In the late 1960s I taught classes about Amos and 
his message to both high school students and adults. I 
emphasized the prophet’s fiery denunciations of 
corruption, wealth, luxury, perversion of justice and 
superficial religion.  

       As I thought about starting a synagogue in the early 
1980s, the fierce voice of Amos called out to me. I felt 
that this radical prophet of justice simply had to be 
given a platform in a city like Berkeley, which had been 
strongly identified with rapid social change, civic 
unrest, and political upheaval in the 1960s and ‘70s. 
The political Left was still robust and there were 
moral/political issues— the Israel-Palestine conflict, 
nuclear weapons, central American refugees—that 
cried out to be dealt with from a prophetic religious 
perspective. 

 
Thank you for Your Generosity 

 

Bar/Bat Mitvah Program 
Susan Coto McKenna and Rafael Coto 

General Fund 
Jane Weisbin and Charles Reilly 

Nueva Esperanza Accompaniment Teams (NEAT) 
Hope Friedman 
Irene McPhail 

Carolyn Schour 
Herbert Salomon and Marcia Liberson 

Simone Masson 
Lisa Rothman 
Ralph Silber 

Sandy Vaughn 
And members of Kehilla's three Accompaniment Teams 

Rabbi's Discretionary Fund 
David Levine and Laurel Zien

All Congregants Deserve A Safe Home 

If you or anyone in your home is experiencing: 
     >Child abuse  
     >Elder abuse  
     >Dependent adult abuse  
     >Teen dating violence 
     >Intimate partner violence (domestic violence) 
    The Kehilla Committee Against Abuse (CAA), working along side the Spiritual Life Practices Committee (SLPC), is 
here to help you become or remain safe.   If you are experiencing any kind of abuse, please call: Steven Falk, long-
time Kehilla member, at (510) 708-0517; Julie Patrusky, experienced domestic violence counselor and long-time 
Kehilla member, at (510) 528-0299; or Rabbi David at (510) 547-2424 x103.   Call the Shalom Bayit (Peace in the 
Home) helpline for counseling and advocacy for teen dating violence and domestic violence issues at: (866) SHALOM-
7 (742-5667) toll-free within the Bay Area or (510) 451-7233 (SAFE) outside the Bay Area.
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September 2016 
Fri., Sept. 2, NO Kabbalat Shabbat service tonight. 
Please join us on Friday night, Sept 16.  

Sat., Sept 3, 10:30am, Elul Shabbat Service on the 
Marina – Rosh Chodesh. Yes, it is one month to go to 
Rosh Hashanah and at this special outdoor service on 
the Marina we will celebrate the New Moon of Elul 
which includes Hallel, the musical holiday celebration 
prayers, led by Beth Dickinson. Discussion led by Rabbi 
David on our High Holy Day theme on our how our 
work on immigration and refugees connects to our 
Jewish path. Check the website for location. Bring a 
chair with you and prepare to dress warmly. Kiddush to 
follow.  Please bring vegetarian finger foods to share, if 
you are able.  

Tues., Sept. 6, 7:30pm. Middle East Peace Committee 
Meeting. Back classroom. 

Wed., Sept. 7, 7:50am Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room. (Enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview.)  Doors open at 7:50 a.m., 
short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30, 
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. 

Wed., Sept. 7, 6:30pm  Spiritual Life Practices 
Committee Meeting.  Fireside Room. 

Thurs., Sept. 8, 4-6pm. Kehilla School. Please enter 
through the kitchen door. 

Thurs., Sept. 8, 6:30pm. "700 Benches: 
Experiencing Biblical Hebrew." Taught by Jenna Kemp 
First class of the series.. (See details on p. 10)  

Fri., Sept. 9, 6:30pm, Friday Night Peace Walk with 
Rabbi David and OCO. This is an easy opportunity to 
really be part of the movement for peace in our own 
community led by Oakland Community Organizations’ 
Ceasefire campaign. Rabbi David has affirmed to OCO 
that we will try to have at least ten Kehilla folk join him 
at these walks for community peace.. The campaign is 
many-sided, including the training and mobilization of 
neighborhood peace interveners, the retraining of 
police, and a weekly peace walk with local 
congregations to support a “culture of peace and 
healing” in neighborhoods at risk. Rabbi David reports 
that he has done this about 10 times and it is an 

especially nice way to meet people from across the 
spectrum of Oakland communities.Meet inside First 
Mt. Sinai Church, 1970 86th Ave. For info, call 510-606-
5064.    

Sat., Sept. 10, 10am. Chai Elul Shabbat and New 
Member Welcome. Join our “Bima Team” for a 
spirited, musical service as we immerse in the month of 
Elul and prepare for the High Holy Days. Our newest 
members will receive a special honor during the Torah 
service, and we’ll kick off the morning with Ketzev 
Kehilla, our prayerful percussion orchestra. Come one, 
come all! Children most welcome! Vegetarian potluck 
luncheon to follow. Please bring a vegetarian dish to 
share.  Kiddush also sponsored by Ruth Goldstone & 
James Eder in honor of Ruth's mother Merle S. 
Goldstone's yartzheit. 

Mon., Sept. 12, 7pm. Book Discussion Group. We will 
discuss The Fixer by Bernard Malamud. Fireside Room. 
(See p. 8 for details.) 

Mon., Sept. 12, 7:30pm. Conversion Group. Buber 
Room. (See p. 10 for details.) 

Tues., Sept. 13, 7pm. Generosity Committee meeting. 
Fireside Room. 

Wed., Sept. 14, 7:50am Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room. (Enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview.)  Doors open at 7:50 a.m., 
short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30, 
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. 

Thurs., Sept. 15, 4-6pm. Kehilla School. Please enter 
through the kitchen door. 

Thurs., Sept. 15, 6:30pm. "700 Benches: 
Experiencing Biblical Hebrew." Taught by Jenna Kemp. 
(See details on p. 10.)  

Fri., Sept. 16, 5:30-7:30pm Solar Lights for Gaza 
Fundraiser and Pre-Shabbat Potluck: This is a special 
pre-Shabbat Service gathering and potluck meal 
organized by Kehilla’s Greening Committee and Middle 
East Peace Committee. The purpose is to raise 
tzedakah for Rebuilding Alliance’s project to provide 
solar lights for the residents of Gaza where electricity is 

Kehilla Community Synagogue 
1300 Grand Avenue (at Fairview) 

Piedmont, CA  94610 
(510) 547-2424 

Please come fragrance-free to all Kehilla events, 
for the health of people with respiratory conditions 

and chemical sensitivities. 
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often available for only four or five hours in a day. This 
is especially needed by children who would otherwise 
study at night by hazardous candle or kerosene light. 
(See article p. 8 .) Guest speaker: Donna Baranski-
Walker, founder of Rebuilding Alliance. We will have a 
Potluck Dinner in the Social Hall starting at 5:30.  Please 
bring a vegetarian or fish dish to share.  

Fri., Sept. 16, 7:30pm, Kabbalat Shabbat with Hazzan 
Shulamit, Julie Nesnansky, and Beth Dickinson. Join us 
for a soulful and spirited musical evening to welcome in 
the joy and peace of Shabbat.  Kiddush to follow. 
Please bring veggie finger foods to share! 

Sat., Sept. 17, 10:30am, Elul Shabbat Service with our 
Chevra Kadisha, at Kehilla led by Rabbi David, Hazzan 
Shulamit, and Julie Nesnansky. Celebrating the 
completion of our “Sh’mira Readings Project.” Sh’mira 
is the ritual of staying with the body of the deceased in 
the period preceding the funeral during which the 
shomer (“guardian”) traditionally reads from the book 
of psalms. For our members when they do Sh’mira, 
Kehilla’s Chevra Kadisha has assembled readings from 
innovative and interpretive translations of the psalms 
some of which we will read at this service. We will have 
a short Torah reading that morning with one aliyah. 
Deuteronomy 22:6-12. If you want to chant this, email 
Rabbi David.  In the Fireside Room. Kiddush sponsored 
by the Chevra Kadisha. 

Sat., Sept. 17, 3:30-6:30pm. Kehilla High Holy Days Art 
Reception. Fireside Room and throughout the building. 
(See announcement, p.4 for details.) 

Sun., Sept. 18, 3:30-7pm. A Community Forum on the 
Movement for Black Lives Platform Study & 
Conversation. With Kehilla leaders, staff, and 
members.  (See article, p. 9 for details.) Buber Room. 

Sun., Sept. 18, 1- 3 pm, “We Are the Bridge” Exhibit 
Reception at Osher Marin JCC in San Rafael. Sponsored 
by the Faith Trio (Kehilla, Islamic Cultural Center, 
Montclair Presbyterian). Includes at least two artists 
who are Kehilla members, Lea Delson and Susan 
Freundlich. 200 North San Pedro Rd. San Rafael 94903. 

Sun., Sept. 18, 2pm.  Yoga for Renewal. Rooted in 
Jewish Mystical Teachings. With Julie Emden of Jewish 
LearningWorks.  Co-sponsored by Kehilla.  4th Street 
Yoga, 1809C 4th Street, Berkeley, CA 94710. $25 Public 
/$20 members of co-sponsoring organizations. 
Register: tinyurl.com/yoga918.  

Sun., Sept. 18, 4pm. "Drumming As Prayer" class with 
Debbie Fier. Fireside Room. (See p. _ for details.) 

Wed., Sept. 21, 7:50am Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room (Enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview)  Doors open at 7:50 a.m., 

short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30, 
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. 

Wed., Sept. 21, 7pm. "Drumming As Prayer" class with 
Debbie Fier. Fireside Room. (See p. 11 for details.) 

Thurs., Sept. 22, 4-6pm. Kehilla School. Please enter 
through the kitchen door. 

Thurs., Sept. 22, 6:30pm. "700 Benches: 
Experiencing Biblical Hebrew." Taught by Jenna Kemp. 
Back classroom, main floor. (See details on p. 10.)  

Fri., Sept. 23,  6:-9:00 Bar/Bat Mitzvah Shabbat 
Celebration: This evening is for all Bar Bat Mitzvah 
family members and is a required part of the BBM 
Program. Come to the synagogue to welcome in the 
new school year and the New Year with a festive 
Shabbat evening. We will begin with a short table 
service followed by a vegetarian potluck.   Fireside 
Room & Sanctuary. 

Fri., Sept. 23,  6:30pm Tot Shabbat.  For babies and 
children up to 5 years old (or older if they enjoy it) and 
their grown-ups. Led by Jen Miriam Kantor, Alon 
Altman and Jen’s puppet friends. Please bring a 
vegetarian potluck dish.  Social Hall. Childcare will be 
provided upon request. 

Sat., Sept. 24, No Shabbat Morning service – Join us 
tonight for Pre-Holy Days Ingathering. 

Sat., Sept. 24. The Bird of Many Colors: A Pre-Holy 
Days Ingathering: 7:15pm schmooze with 
refreshments in the Social Hall, program begins at 8pm.  
Gather with us one week before Rosh Hashanah, as we 
turn together toward the Days of Awe. This year, rather 
than observing Selichot with a service, all are welcome 
to an evening of community, music, stories, meditation 
and reflection.  Join us in the social hall for a little nosh 
and socializing, followed by a program led by the 
Kehilla spiritual leadership and musical prayer leaders, 
as we focus our awareness and maybe set some 
intention for our experience of the holy days.   If you 
are new to Kehilla, or to Kehilla’s observance of the 
High Holydays, this evening is a lovely way to begin the 
experience.  If you’re accustomed to the Selichot 
services of the last few years, you’ll find a similar 
opportunity in this program for settling into intention 
and reflection. 

Sun., Sept. 25, 8:15am-4pm, ROPES course for Bar/Bat 
Mitzvah Students. Students will carpool together to 
the spectacular Fort Miley for a day of fun, adventure 
and an exploration of team building activities. BBM 
families will receive more information about this in the 
mail. 
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Sun., Sept. 25, 1:15-3:30 pm. Interfaith Environmental 
Activity with the Faith Trio (Kehilla, Islamic Cultural 
Center, Montclair Presbyterian). This interfaith activity 
involves removing non-native plants in Joaquin Miller 
Park. Four more volunteers from Kehilla are still 
needed. To volunteer, call Lea Delson 510-528-6725. 

Sun., Sept. 25, 9am. Joyfully Jewish for 
Kindergarteners. Back classroom, main floor. 

Sun., Sept. 25, 5pm. "Mrs. Reiff and the Counterfeit 
Shop," a staged play reading by Stephanie Anne 
Johnson. Sponsored by Kehilla. A touching portrait of 
the friendship between a Black teenager and a 
Holocaust survivor in the 1960s.(See details, p. 6.) 

Tues., Sept. 27, 6:45pm. (Dinner at 6:15)  Board of 
Trustees Meeting. All are welcome. Fireside  Room. 

Wed., Sept. 28, 7:50am Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room. (Enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview.)  Doors open at 7:50 a.m., 
short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30, 
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. 

Thurs., Sept. 29, 4-6pm. Kehilla School. Please enter 
through the kitchen door. 

Thurs., Sept. 29, 6:30pm. "700 Benches: 
Experiencing Biblical Hebrew." Taught by Jenna Kemp. 
Back classroom, main floor. (See details on p. 10.)  

Fri., Sept. 30.  No Services. 
 

October 2016 
Sat., Oct. 1, 10:30am, Elul Shabbat Service at Kehilla 
with Sharon Grodin and Julie Nesnanksy, a smaller 
service in the Fireside Room, with music and reflection.   
  
Sun., Oct. 2, 6:30pm, Erev Rosh Hashanah services at 
Scottish Rite Center, 1547 Lakeside Drive, Oakland.  For 
both adults and children, start at 6:30pm. Sermon by 
Rabbi Dev.  
 
Mon., Oct. 3. Rosh Hashanah services. SERVICES WILL 
END before 12:45! at Scottish Rite Center, 1547 
Lakeside Drive, Oakland. Our leaders are determined to 
conclude the service  in time for tashlich and lunch at a 
reasonable hour. 
8:30 – 9:15am. Silent Meditation Space - 3rd Floor 
9:30am – 12:40pm. Main Rosh Hashanah Morning 
Service, beginning with Ketzev Kehilla with Kehilla’s 
Spiritual Leaders, Hazzan Shulamit and our Musical 
Prayer Leaders 
10:00 – 11:15am. Family and Youth Service with Rabbi 
Dev Noily, Sandra Razieli, Natalie Boskin, and Musical 

Prayer Leader Beth Dickinson and surprise guests! 
Children, teens and adults welcome. 

10:15 - 11:15am. Rosh Hashanah Toddler Services with 
Jen Miriam and Alon Altman. Geared towards babies, 
tots, and kids up to 5 years olds and their grown ups or 
families. 
12:45-12:55pm, Tashlich at Lake Merritt (across the 
street from services) with Rabbi David. 

 Tues., Oct. 4, 9:30am-12:30pm, Second Day Rosh 
Hashanah Services at Kehilla, 1300 Grand Avenue, 
Piedmont, with Rabbi Chaya Gusfield and Eve Decker. 
Kehilla Sanctuary. Receive the replenishment of 
contemplative song, story, and silence. Rabbi Chaya 
Gusfield and Buddhist teacher and musician Eve Decker 
use the beautiful complement of Jewish and Buddhist 
teachings, music, and spiritual practices to delve deeply 
into the essence of this holy day. A more intimate 
service for the second day. 

Wed., Oct. 5, 7:50am Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room. (Enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview.)  Doors open at 7:50 a.m., 
short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30, 
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. 

Wed., Oct. 5, 6:30pm. Spiritual Life Practices 
Committee meeting. Fireside Room. 

Wed., Oct. 5, 7:30pm. Middle East Peace Committee 
Meeting. Fireside Room. 

Thurs., Oct. 6. No Kehilla School. 

Fri., Oct. 7, 7:30pm. NO Kabbalat Shabbat services. 
Please join us for Shabbat Shuva on Saturday morning, 
Oct 8. Our next Kabbalat Shabbat service with Hazzan 
Shulamit will be on November 4.   

Sat., Oct. 8, 10:30am. Shabbat Shuva Service at 
Kehilla.  Join Howard Hamburger and Julie Nesnansky 
for the special Shabbat service situated within the Ten 
Days of Awe. We take the themes of the High Holydays 
and we explore them in the context of Shabbat in a 
smaller service context. Kiddush sponsored by Beth 
Weinberger in memory of her mother, Frieda 
Weinberger, and by Amy Bat Tzipora in memory of her 
beloved Bubbies, Zaydies, mother and father. 

Mon., Oct. 10, 7pm.  Book Discussion Group.  We will 
discuss Mystics of Mile End by Sigal Samuel. Fireside 
Room. 

Tues., Oct. 11, 6:30pm. Kol Nidre Service (for grown 
ups) at Scottish Rite Center, 1547 Lakeside Drive, 
Oakland. Judaism’s most cherished prayer sung once a 
year, Kol Nidre, kicks off a day of collective 
introspection. Sermon by Rabbi David. 
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 Tues., Oct. 11, 6:30pm. Family Kol Nidre Service (for 
children and family) at Kehilla, 1300 Grand Avenue, 
Piedmont Led by Rabbi Dev Noily & Lior Ben-Hur.  
Geared toward children ages 6-12.  Children of all ages 
and adults welcome. 

Tues., Oct. 11, 6:30pm, Toddler Kol Nidre Service (for 
babies and tots) at Kehilla, 1300 Grand Avenue, 
Piedmont Led by Jen Miriam and Alon Altman.  A 
musical, spiritual journey geared toward kids up to 5 
years old and their grown ups.  

Wed., Oct. 12. Yom Kippur Morning Services 
at Scottish Rite Center, 1547 Lakeside Drive, Oakland 
8:30am- 9:15am, Silent Meditation Space 
9:30am,  Main Yom Kippur Morning Service 
10:00am- 11:00am, Youth Services  (6th - 8th grades) 

 Wed., Oct. 12. Yom Kippur Afternoon/Evening 
Services & Activities at Kehilla, 1300 Grand Avenue, 
Piedmont 
2:00- 4:30pm Drop off potluck offerings at Kehilla (or 
bring them at 7:45pm) 
2:30-3:30 pm Workshops 
4:30 pm Yizkor (Remembrance of those who died) 
5:15 pm Rabbi Burt sermon, Healing Service & 
Dukhanen (Priestly blessings) 
6:30 pm Ne’ila (Closing the Gates) 
8:00pm-9:30pm Community Pot Luck Break-Fast at 
Kehilla. Please bring a vegetarian main dish to share. 
Food can be dropped off at Kehilla between 2:00 & 
4:30 p.m., or at 7:45 p.m. 

Thurs., Oct. 13. No Kehilla School. 

Fri., Oct. 14, 6:30pm, Friday Night Peace Walk with 
OCO. Usually Rabbi David is on these walks but may be 
out of town this weekend. But Kehilla people have 
been coming, so it would be great to continue to have 
our shul’s participation in David’s absence. This is an 
easy opportunity to really be part of the movement for 
peace in our own community led by Oakland 
Community Organizations’ Ceasefire campaign. The 
campaign is many-sided including the training and 
mobilization of neighborhood peace interveners, the 
retraining of police, and a weekly peace walk with local 
congregations to support a “culture of peace and 
healing” in neighborhoods at risk. The neighbors there 
support these walks and it has always been peaceful 
and friendly. It’s a nice way to meet people from across 
the spectrum of Oakland communities who support 
Ceasefire efforts. Meet inside First Mt. Sinai Church, 
1970 86th Ave. For info, call 510-606-5064.   

Sat. Oct. 15, 10:30am. Shabbat Service with Sharon 
Grodin and Beth Dickinson. As we read the poem that 
comprises parashat Haazinu (Deuteronomy 32), we can 

see the influence of the theology of the prophets on 
this chapter. Of course, the prophets were centuries 
after Moses, so this is a much later insert into the 
Torah with a very different way of seeing God. What 
was this theology and how does it connect to later 
Jewish spirituality and to our social activism today? We 
will especially look at Deuteronomy 32:37-40. Kiddush 
to follow. Bring a veggy potluck dish to share. Fireside 
Room. 

Sun., Oct. 16, 11am-1pm. Kehilla Neighborhood 
Brunches. 

Sun., Oct. 16, 5:30pm. Chai Mitzvah Group. Back 
classroom, main floor.   (See details, p. 11.)  

Mon., Oct. 17, 7-9pm. Community Discussion of Ballot 
Propositions and Local Measures.  Sponsored by the 
Economic Justice Committee, the Greening Committee 
and Anti-Death Penalty Action Group. Social Hall. (See 
article, p. 17.) 

Mon., Oct. 17, 6:30pm. "Elements of Magical Judaism" 
class. Taught by Jude Elfe & Jonathan Furst. Sanctuary.  
(See p. 12 for details.) 

Wed., Oct. 19, 7:50am Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room. (Enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview.)  Doors open at 7:50 a.m., 
short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30, 
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. 

Wed., Oct. 19, 7pm. Economic Justice Committee 
Meeting. Social Hall. 

Thurs., Oct. 20, 4-6pm. Kehilla School. Please enter 
through the kitchen door. 

Fri., Oct. 21, 6:30pm, Sukkot Shabbat Friday Evening 
Potluck in the Sukkah. Bring the whole family and join 
us for a Sukkot dinner in the Sukkah (and/or Social 
Hall). This is not a ritual-heavy event – our major 
purpose is to celebrate and be happy, which is the very 
purpose the Torah describes for the holiday. We’ll do a 
few blessings, then a potluck dinner, conversation, 
perhaps a chance for kids to make sukkah decorations, 
and then, as you choose to, do the ritual of blessing the 
lulav palm frond and shaking in blessing to all the 
world’s directions with Rabbi David. At Kehilla 
Remember: Bring a veggy potluck dish to share and be 
joyous. 

Sat., Oct. 22, 10:30am. Sukkot Shabbat with Special 
Procession.  Appropriate for everyone in the family. 
Join Rabbi David & Julie Nesnansky as we celebrate 
Sukkot with a joyous musical service and processions 
(“hakafot”) with lulav followed by Kiddush in the 
sukkah. Bring veggie finger food to share. 
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Mon. Oct. 24. Simchat Torah Celebration at Chochmat 
HaLev  2215 Prince St., Berkeley at Fulton. 
Join with all the Bay Area Renewal communities for a 
night of sacred and ecstastic dancing to live music and 
special Torah chanting to celebrate the conclusion of 
our High Holy Day journey.    
6:00pm  Special Kids Celebration with Jen Miriam and 
Alon Altman, dance and sing around the Torah with  
puppets, music and friends 
6:30pm Vegetarian potluck dinner 
7:00 pm Maariv, Dancing and Torah service with the 
Shirat HaLev Musicians 
9:30 pm- Kiddush and refreshments 
Donation:  Members of participating organizations: 
$15-10   General Public $20-15   Children: $5 

Tues., Oct. 25, 6:45pm. (Dinner at 6:15)  Board of 
Trustees Meeting. All are welcome. Fireside  Room. 

Wed., Oct. 26, 7:50am Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room. (Enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview.)  Doors open at 7:50 a.m., 
short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30, 
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. 

Wed., Oct. 26, 7pm. A Class in the Poetic Word. Taught 
by Lenore Weiss. Fireside Room. (See p. 12 for details.) 

Thurs., Oct. 27, 4-6pm.  Kehilla School. Please enter 
through the kitchen door. 

Thurs., Oct. 27, 6:30pm. "700 Benches: 
Experiencing Biblical Hebrew." Taught by Jenna Kemp. 
(See details on p. 10)  

Fri., Oct. 28, 6:30pm, Tot Shabbat. For children up to 5 
years old (or older if they enjoy it) and their grown-ups. 
Led by Jen Miriam Kantor, Alon Altman and Jen’s 
puppet friends. Please bring a vegetarian potluck dish. 
In the Social Hall. 

Sat., Oct 29, 10:30am.  Shabbat Service and Torah 
Study with Rabbi David and Beth Dickinson. Here we go 
again! We are starting the Torah anew from the first 
parasha of the Torah. We will be looking at the mythic 
Garden of Eden story and how it has been 
reinterpreted in traditional and modern midrash (such 
as by Lilith Magazine and John Steinbeck). During the 
service, rather than chanting the Torah we will study 

and discuss Chapter 3 of Genesis. Followed by Kiddush. 
Bring veggie finger food to share. 

Sat., Oct.29, 9am. 30th annual Harmony Walk/Run to 
End Homelessness in Richmond, hosted by the Greater 
Richmond Interfaith Program (GRIP). Check-in 9:30am. 
Walk begins 10:30am.The web address with a link to 
our team page & further details will be provided in the 
Kehilla weekly e-mails. You can walk or run for as 
much, or as little, a distance as you want.  And, there 
will be a festival in the park after the walk. (See 
announcement, p. 14.) 

Sun., Oct. 30, 2:30-5:00, (1) Nuts and Bolts Workshop 
for Parents & (2) Interactive Discussion with Shalom 
Bayit for Bar/Bat Mitzvah Students 
(1) is required for parents, (2) is highly recommended 
for Students 
   Parents who have previously gone through the 
program will be coming to and share their nuts and 
bolts experiences about planning for the whole year, 
including sharing details about how to keep things 
organized, as well as kiddush and party planning. 
Simultaneously, Zephira Derblich-Milea from Shalom 
Bayit will be presenting her award-winning workshop, 
“Love Shouldn’t Hurt.” www.shalom-bayit.org/teen 
In this workshop, students will have the opportunity to 
learn and discuss about how to build and maintain 
healthy relationships.    
For questions or to request childcare for BBM related 
activities, contact sandra@kehillasynagogue.org.  

Mon., Oct. 31, 6:30-9:30pm. "Elements of Magical 
Judaism" class. Taught by Jude Elfe & Jonathan Furst. 
Sanctuary.  (See p. 12 for details.) 

Sat., Nov. 5, 6:45pm. Annual Harvest Dinner of the 
Faith Trio (Kehilla, Islamic Cultural Center, Montclair 
Presbyterian). Come early at 6:15 if you would like to 
be present at the Muslim evening prayer. Followed by 
multi-faith blessings before dinner. Designated potluck: 
Kehilla members bring veggy salads (fish okay). 
Muslims, Jews and Christians eating together and an 
opportunity to discuss the subject of the evening: 
Solidarity: A Spiritual Necessity. At the Islamic Cultural 
Center, 1433 Madison Street, Oakland. 
 

 
  

http://www.shalom-bayit.org/teen
mailto:sandra@kehillasynagogue.org.
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Kehilla Community Synagogue 
Please use the following number for all staff:  (510) 547-2424 

Co-Rabbi, David J. Cooper 
Rabbidavid@kehillasynagogue.org 

Co-Rabbi, Dev Noily  
RabbiDev@kehillasynagogue.org 

Executive Director,  Michael Saxe-Taller 
Michael@kehillasynagogue.org 

Managing Director, Beth Bittle 
Beth@kehillasynagogue.org 

Hazzan Shulamit Wise Fairman 
Shulamit@kehillasynagogue.org 

Bar/Bat Mitvzah Program Director, Sandra Razieli 
Sandra@kehillasynagogue.org 

Founding Rabbi, Burt Jacobson   (510) 283-5704 
RabBurt@earthlink.net 
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Communications Coordinator,  
Sasha Gottfried 
Sasha@kehillasynagogue.org 

Youth Programs Coordinator,  
Natalie Boskin  
Natalie@kehillasynagogue.org 

Bookkeeper, Molly Melamed 
Molly@kehillasynagogue.org 

Events Line: 

Fax: (510) 547-2442 

Chevra Kadisha: 
Jane Hoberman: 510-843-6047 

Committee Against Abuse: 
Steven Falk: 510-339-0517 

Spiritual Life Practices Committee Chair:  
Shoshana Finacom 
Spirituallife@kehillasynagogue.org 
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              High Holy Days 5777/2016 
                     Seeking Shelter in the Days of Awe:  
            Immigrants and Refugees, Longing and Home 
                                                    by Rabbi Dev Noily 

     In March of this year a 
group of Kehilla members 
working on immigration 
issues called a meeting to 
connect people in our 
community who are involved 

in all kinds of work and service with immigrants and 
refugees, and the laws and policies affecting them. 
    Here are some of the ways people who came to the 
meeting are engaged: 

 Working with Nueva Esperanza to form 
accompaniment teams who provide direct 
support to newly arrived Central American 
immigrants; 

 Supporting LGBT refugees through the Jewish 
Family and Community Services of the East 
Bay LGBT refugee resettlement program ; 

 Working with Jewish Voice for Peace doing 
neighborhood canvassing focused on 
welcoming refugees and ending Muslim 
profiling; 

 Participating in monthly vigils at the ICE West 
County Detention Facility to support 
immigrant detainees and their families; 

 Exploring Kehilla's potential to be a sanctuary 
synagogue for those who face deportation; 

 Providing legal or counseling services to 
immigrants; 

 Providing direct or financial support for Syrian 
and other refugees in Europe, through the 
Hebrew Immigrant Aid Society (HIAS) and 
other agencies; 

 Working with the East Bay Interfaith 
Immigration Coalition; 

 Providing support to Syrian refugees coming 
to the U.S. 

    I left that meeting inspired and moved by the 
incredible energy among people in the Kehilla 
community.  There are so many ways that so many 
people are supporting immigrants and refugees, 

fighting against deportations and human rights 
abuses, and advocating for policy changes that reflect 
our commitment to welcome people who are fleeing 
war, persecution and social and economic turmoil.   
    One thing that came up at the meeting was the 
need to let more people know about the work that’s 
happening, and to help more people join in.  How 
could we get word out about where contributions are 
needed and how people contribute—whether 
someone has an occasional few hours or dollars to 
give, or has housing to share, or can offer an ongoing 
gift of time? 
    When the Spiritual Leadership team (Rabbi David, 
Hazzan Shulamit, Avi Rose, Rabbi Burt, Howard 
Hamburger, Sandra Razieli, Sharon Grodin and myself) 
met to consider our theme for this year’s High Holy 
Days, “immigrants and refugees” emerged as a 
compelling choice.  We saw at least a trio of 
interconnected reasons to dig into this ground:  (1) the 
urgent humanitarian and justice issues underlying the 
unprecedented migration underway, (2) the energy 
already flowing in Kehilla to address the crises, and (3) 
the potential for our coming together for High Holy 
Days to help more people respond to the crises.  
    One more reason to let ourselves be guided by this 
theme is its profoundly rich spiritual terrain.  
Experiences of seeking refuge, migrating, yearning for 
home and offering harbor and kindness to those 
fleeing from danger open up the big questions that all 
of us sometimes face in moments of stillness.  What is 
the sense of disorientation, separateness or apartness 
that we sometimes feel? How do we come to be at 
home in the world and in ourselves? What is our 
longing for connection and at-one-ment—where does 
it come from, and where can it lead us? What are our 
personal and communal histories of migration and 
how do they shape us? How can we move toward 
harmony and balance between our unique individual 
experience and our shared connection to all that is? 

[continued on p. 19]
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Renew Your Membership Now! 
    Kehilla members in good standing will automatically 

receive complimentary admission to High Holy Day 
services when you renew your membership for 2015-16.  

Your admission to High Holy Day services will be your 
name at the door, along with your name tag.  

    To renew your membership, please visit our website at 
www.KehillaSynagogue.org.     

 

Discounts 
On First-Time Membership 

    We are offering a discount on membership dues 
through December 1, 2016. Dues are $200 for Adults 
under 30, and $660 for Adults 30 and over, and will 
include tickets to all High Holy Day services. Conversely, 
any payment made for High Holy Day tickets can be 
applied to the cost of membership. Payment plans can be 
arranged. 

   Visit the website at www.KehillaSynagogue.org and 
click on “JOIN” for more information, or  contact Sasha at 
(510) 547-2424 x100 or Sasha@KehillaSynagogue.org.   

 

 

High Holy Day Tickets  
for the General Public 

Tickets to services  for the general public can be 
ordered on the website at 

http://kehillasynagogue.org/highholydays/  

Tickets will also be available 
 for purchase at the door. 

High Holy Days Schedule 
The Bird of Many Colors:  

A Pre-Holy Days Ingathering 
Saturday, September 24  

Social hour at 7:15, Program at 8pm 

Erev Rosh Hashanah at Scottish Rite Center  
Sunday, October 2, 6:30pm  

Rosh Hashanah at Scottish Rite Center  
Monday, October 3, 9:30am  

Rosh Hashanah Family & Youth Service 
 at Scottish Rite Center 
Monday, October 3, 10am 

Rosh Hashanah Toddler Services 
at Scottish Rite Center 

Monday, October 3, 10:15am 

Second Day Rosh Hashanah at Kehilla  
Tuesday, October 4, 9:30am 

Shabbat Shuvah at Kehilla 
Saturday, October 8, 10:30am 

Kol Nidre at Scottish Rite Center 
 Tuesday, October 11, 6:30pm  

Kol Nidre Family Service at Kehilla  
Tuesday, October 11, 6:30pm 

Kol Nidre Toddler Service at Kehilla  
Tuesday, October 11, 6:30pm 

Yom Kippur Day at Scottish Rite Center  
Wednesday, October 12, 9:30am  

Yom Kippur Youth Service for 6th-8th Graders 
at Scottish Rite Center 

Wednesday, October 12, 10am 

Yom Kippur Afternoon/Evening at Kehilla 
Wednesday, October 12 

2:00-4:30pm: Drop off potluck offerings* 
2:30-3:30pm: Workshops 

 4:30pm: Yizkor (Remembrance) 
5:15pm: Rabbi Burt Teaching, Healing Service & Dukhanen  

6:30pm: Ne’ila (Closing the Gates) 
8pm: Community Potluck Break-fast 

*Please bring a vegetarian main dish to share. Food can be 
dropped off at Kehilla between 2:00 & 4:30pm or at 7:45pm 

 

 

KKeehhiillllaa  HHiigghh  HHoollyy  DDaayyss  
22001166//55777777 

http://www.KehillaSynagogue.org.
http://www.KehillaSynagogue.org
mailto:Sasha@KehillaSynagogue.org.
http://kehillasynagogue.org/highholydays/
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Executively Speaking  
A New Year: Looking Ahead 

                                         by Michael Saxe-Taller, Executive Director 
      

       It is again that time of the Jewish 
cycle when we reflect on the past year    
and imagine the one that is coming.   
     This year, my first full Jewish year at 
Kehilla, was filled with important 

moments and solid growth for us as a congregation. We 
finished the year a stronger, more cohesive community. 
We have increased our membership, solidified our 
finances, updated our technology, prepared for an 
upcoming rabbinic transition and developed even more 
committed congregant leaders (for specifics, see my June 
Kol Kehilla article at http://kehillasynagogue.org/oh-
what-a-year/. I think we can be proud of all that we did 
to strengthen our community and to make constructive 
change in the communities around us. 
     I am jazzed for the year that is coming up. We enter 
the year planted on firm ground,  prepared to face the 
next important set of challenges for us as a community. I 
think these include: 
     Caring for our building – Our physical home is in need 
of some significant repair. In addition, we want our 
building to be more accessible and more welcoming to 
our own community and to those who join us.  
     Completing our Rabbinic transition – Rabbis David and 
Dev will be serving as Co-Rabbis for this year until the  

 
next stage of the transition occurs in July 2017. We will 
have many chances to appreciate Rabbi David for his 
years of work and to prepare for Rabbi Dev’s step into 
the senior rabbinic role. We will also be searching for a 
dynamic new Director of Kehilla School to join our Kehilla 
leadership team.  
     Addressing the issues of a growing community – 
Kehilla grew by 25 member households in the past year 
and we have reason to think that we will continue to 
grow this year as well. We will need to put attention to 
welcoming our new members, as well as to how we 
maintain our intimacy and individual care while we grow. 
     Thinking about our next 5-10 years – As our present 
day situation has become stable, we now have the 
opportunity to image our future as a congregation and to 
strategize and prioritize the steps that will get us there.    
The Kehilla Board and many of our other committees will 
have opportunities to do this kind of thinking. 
     I am excited for the opportunity to engage with you 
this year on these issues and on the many other aspects 
of Kehilla life.  
     May we all have a sweet year of working, building, 
growing and celebrating together as a community. 
L’Shana Tova

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

It's Membership Renewal Time! 

    It is time again for you to renew your annual Kehilla dues pledge. 

     We are excited to have a new membership renewal and registration process, a result of another one of our 
year’s major accomplishments - a new, upgraded database. We now have one form that is used for membership 
renewals, new memberships and religious school registrations. The form will combine all fees and allow you to 
set up a payment plan. We will also be able to automatically update your contact information into the database.  

     We strongly encourage everyone to renew their membership electronically. If you need a paper registration 
form, please contact Sasha Gottfried at 510-547-2424 x100 or Sasha@kehillasynagogue.org  

     You have recently received a letter and a couple of emails outlining the renewal/registration process. You can 
access the renewal/registration form by going to the to the Kehilla website or to the link in the renewal emails.  

     We deeply appreciate your membership in this community and look forward to another year together! 

  

http://kehillasynagogue.org/oh-
mailto:Sasha@kehillasynagogue.org
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Chai Elul Shabbat & 
New Member Welcome 

Saturday, September 10, 10am 

      Join our “Bima Team” for a spirited, musical service as 
we immerse in the month of Elul and prepare for the High 
Holy Days. Our newest members will receive a special 
honor during the Torah service, and we’ll kick off the 
morning with Ketzev Kehilla, our prayerful percussion 
orchestra. Come one, come all! Children most welcome! 
Vegetarian potluck luncheon to follow. Please bring a 
vegetarian dish to share.  Kiddush also sponsored by Ruth 
Goldstone & James Eder in honor of Ruth's mother Merle 
S. Goldstone's yartzheit. 

 

Solar Lights for Gaza Fundraiser & 
 Pre-Shabbat Potluck 

Friday, September 16, 5:30pm 
     This is a special pre-Shabbat Service gathering and 
potluck meal organized by Kehilla’s Greening Committee 
and Middle East Peace Committee. The purpose is to raise 
tzedakah for Rebuilding Alliance’s project to provide solar 
lights for the residents of Gaza where electricity is often 
available for only four or five hours in a day. This is 
especially needed by children who would otherwise study 
at night by hazardous candle or kerosene light. Guest 
speaker: Donna Baranski-Walker, founder of Rebuilding 
Alliance. We will have a Potluck Dinner in the Social Hall 
starting at 6:00.  Please bring a vegetarian or fish dish to 
share.  Followed by Kabbalat Shabbat Service at 7:30. (See 
article, p. 8.) 

 

Elul Shabbat Service with  
the Chevra Kadisha 

Saturday, September 17, 10:30am 

     Led by Rabbi David, Hazzan Shulamit, and Julie 
Nesnansky. Celebrating the completion of our “Sh’mira 
Readings Project.” Sh’mira is the ritual of staying with the 
body of the deceased in the period preceding the funeral 
during which the shomer (“guardian”) traditionally reads 
from the book of psalms. For our members, when they do 
Sh’mira, Kehilla’s Chevra Kadisha has assembled readings 
from innovative and interpretive translations of the psalms, 
some of which we will read at this service. We will have a 
short Torah reading that morning with one aliyah. 
Deuteronomy 22:6-12. If you want to chant this, email 
Rabbi David.  In the Fireside Room. Kiddush sponsored by 
the Chevra Kadisha. 

A Community Forum on the  
Movement for Black Lives Platform 

Study & Conversation 
Sunday September 18, 3:30 – 7:00pm 

     Join us as we come together to study the 
platform as a community and to listen deeply to 
what the Movement’s leaders are saying. Rabbi 
David, Rabbi Dev, Hazzan Shulamit, and Rabbi Burt 
have endorsed the Movement for Black Lives 
Platform as individuals.  We invite you to read the 
entire platform, either ahead of time or at the 
Forum.   
    Our intention is to create a community forum 
that centers the Platform’s demands for racial and 
economic justice, while making space for the 
complex emotional responses that may arise for us 
in relationship to Jewish identity, racial identity and 
all the aspects of ourselves that make each of us 
who we are. 
    ( See article on p. 9 for details.)  

Kehilla High Holy Days Art Reception 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Saturday, September 17, 3:30-6:30pm 

     Kehilla is honored to present a group show 
reflecting this year’s High Holy Days theme of 
Immigrants. Refugees. Longing. Home. For the first 
time, Kehilla will be using art to deepen our 
individual and collective connection to the High Holy 
Days. 
     Over 20 Kehilla members have contributed more 
than 30 pieces, including sketches, paintings, mixed 
media, ceramics, photos, and narrative. The work is 
both beautiful and powerful. We invite you to join us 
at the artists’ reception.  Thanks to the talent and 
generosity of our congregation, art will be displayed 
not only in the Fireside Room but throughout the 
synagogue. Light refreshments will be served. We 
look forward to seeing you there! 
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A Gym for Writers 
     Have you always wanted to explore writing and 
other writers, but need a supportive environment 
to get the ink going? Here's an open invitation for 
all those who'd like to discuss forming a Jewish-
based writing group. 
     The possibilities might include — a place where 
we can generate new writing based on prompts 
and other self-starters, exchange information 
about our favorite Jewish writers and poets, read 
together, or something else.  
      If interested, please contact Lenore Weiss at 
webcontentlw@gmail.com  with "Gym for 
Writers"  in the subject line.   

Yoga for Renewal: 
Rooted in Jewish Mystical Teachings 

with Julie Emden of Jewish LearningWorks 

 

Sunday, September 18, 2:00-4:00pm 

     Integrate, mind, body, heart and spirit. Enhance 
your practices for living in balance and wellness with 
this gentle, grounded Iyengar-based yoga and 
movement practice infused with themes of 
realignment and renewal for the Jewish New Year. 

     Location:  4th Street Yoga, 1809 4th St., Berkeley 
     Cost:  $25.   Register: yogasept20.eventbrite.com 

     Co-sponsored by 4th Street Yoga, Chochmat HaLev, 
Congregation Netivot Shalom, Kehilla Community 

Synagogue, Temple Sinai Oakland. 

     Contact: jemden@jewishlearningworks.org 
About Julie Emden:  Julie directs the Embodied Jewish 
Learning Initiative at Jewish LearningWorks. A graduate of 
five fellowship and certification programs related to her 
work as a Jewish Educator and as a Yoga, Movement and 
Dance Instructor, Julie holds a BA from the University of 
Michigan. She holds teaching certifications in Iyengar-
based yoga from the Yoga Room in Berkeley, in Yoga and 
Jewish Spirituality from Elat Chayyim Center for Jewish 
Spirituality, and in Movement-based Expressive Arts from 
Tamalpa Institute.  

 “We Are the Bridge” Exhibit Reception 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Sunday, September 18, 1- 3 pm 
     This exhibit showcases works by artists of multiple 
faith traditions, and is sponsored by the Faith Trio 
(Kehilla, Islamic Cultural Center, and Montclair 
Presbyterian).  It includes a large selection from the 
May 2015 interfaith exhibition held at the Islamic 
Cultural Center of Northern California. Kehilla artists 
Tamar Raine, Susan Freundlich and Lea Delson are 
represented in this exhibit, along with many other 
wonderful artists.  Free Reception with Music. 

 At Osher Marin JCC  
 200 North San Pedro Rd. San Rafael 

 
Mission Dolores Window by Lea Delson 

 

The Bird of Many Colors: 
A Pre-Holy Days Ingathering 

Saturday, September 24 
Shmooze: 7:15pm  Program: 8pm 

     Gather with us one week before Rosh Hashanah, as 
we turn together toward the Days of Awe. This year, 
rather than observing Selichot with a service, all are 
welcome to an evening of community, music, stories, 
meditation and reflection.  

      Join us in the social hall for a little nosh and 
socializing, followed by a program led by the Kehilla 
spiritual leadership and musical prayer leaders, as we 
focus our awareness and maybe set some intention for 
our experience of the holy days.   If you are new to 
Kehilla, or to Kehilla’s observance of the High Holydays, 
this evening is a lovely way to begin the experience.  If 
you’re accustomed to the Selichot services of the last 
few years, you’ll find a similar opportunity in this 
program for settling into intention and reflection. 

 

mailto:webcontentlw@gmail.com
mailto:jemden@jewishlearningworks.org
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"Mrs. Reiff And The Counterfeit Shop" 
by Stephanie Anne Johnson 

A Staged Play Reading 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Sunday, September 25, 5pm 

     We are delighted to present a staged reading of 
Stephanie Anne Johnson’s newest play. This 
autobiographical portrait begins when teenaged 
Stephanie looks into the window of an art store in 
Englewood, New Jersey. 
      Welcomed by Mrs. Reiff, the owner of the 
Counterfeit Shop, they develop a decades long 
friendship which transcends age, culture, race, and 
religion. There are flashbacks to highlight this 
historical moment on the East Coast when Black 
people and Jewish people shared common cause in 
the quest for social justice. A surprising cultural 
intersection is revealed at the end of the play. 
      Susan Felix, Bruce Bierman, and Stephanie Anne 
Johnson will be the readers. Bruce Bierman will lead 
participants in Jewish dance before an open 
discussion of this play in development.   
     People of all ages are welcome to attend this 
event.  Admission is free. Donations for the actors 
and technician will be gratefully accepted. 

In the Sanctuary 

 

Sukkot Shabbat: 
Friday Evening Potluck in the Sukkah 

 
Friday, October 21, 6:30pm 

    Bring the whole family and join us for a Sukkot 
dinner in the Sukkah (and/or Social Hall). This is not a 
ritual-heavy event – our major purpose is to 
celebrate and be happy which is the very purpose 
the Torah describes for the holiday. We’ll do a few 
blessings, then a potluck dinner, conversation, 
perhaps a chance for kids to make sukkah 
decorations, and then, as you choose to, do the ritual 
of blessing the lulav palm frond and shaking in 
blessing to all the world’s directions with Rabbi 
David.   Remember: Bring a veggie potluck dish to 
share and be joyous! (Fish okay, but no shellfish, 
please.) 

 

Annual Harvest Dinner of the Faith Trio 
“Solidarity: A Spiritual Necessity”  

 

 
Saturday evening, November 5 

 
6:15 Come early if you would like to be present at the 
Muslim evening service 
6:45 Multi-Faith Blessings, Potluck Dinner (see below) 
and Conversation 
 
     The Faith Trio is an alliance of Kehilla Community 
Synagogue, Islamic Cultural Center of Northern 
California, and Montclair Presbyterian Church. Every 
year we hold an autumn gathering. Often we have a 
theme for discussion at the tables. The opening 
question this year: “What is your earliest memory of an 
experience where you met someone from another 
religious background?” Our discussions will focus on 
the spiritual necessity for interfaith solidarity.  
Designated potluck: Kehilla members bring veggy 
salads (fish okay). 

At the Islamic Cultural Center of Northern California 
1433 Madison Street, Oakland near 14th Street 
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Kehilla Neighborhood Brunches Return! 
Sunday, October 16, 11:00am-1:00pm

If you have ever wanted to find out more about the 
Kehilla members in your neighborhood and to make 
connections in your local village - come to a Kehilla 
Neighborhood Brunch!   This year our brunch is on the 
day of the first evening of Sukkot. 

WHERE: We expect to have hosts for Berkeley, 
Richmond, South Oakland and the 
Rockridge/Temescal/Grand Lake/Piedmont area of 
Oakland. WHAT: The hosts will provide juice, coffee 
and tea.   

Guests are asked to bring vegetarian brunch items to 
share. 

Save the Date and look for further announcements in 
the weekly emails or call the office!  We hope to see 
you there!  If you are willing to volunteer your home, 
please email chesed@kehillasynagogue.org.  Your offer 
will be much appreciated. 

Shalom, 
The Chesed Committee 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Erev Simchat Torah Celebration!  
Monday, October 24 

 

 

 

 

at Chochmat HaLev   
2215 Prince St., Berkeley at Fulton. 

Join with all the Bay Area Renewal communities for 
a night of sacred and ecstastic dancing to live 
music and special Torah chanting to celebrate the 
conclusion of our High Holy Day journey.    

6:00pm  Special Kids Celebration with Jen Miriam 
and Alon Altman, dance and sing around the Torah 
with  puppets, music and friends 

6:30pm Vegetarian potluck dinner 

7:00 pm Maariv, Dancing and Torah service with 
the Shirat HaLev Musicians 

9:30 pm- Kiddush and refreshments 

Donation:  Members of participating organizations: 
$15-10   General Public $20-15   Children: $5 

Save the Date! 

The Buddha & The Ba’al Shem Tov 
With Zoketsu Norman Fischer, Rabbi Burt Jacobson &  

Rabbi Dev Noily  
Come celebrate Rabbi Burt's 80th Birthday! 

Saturday Evening, November 19, 7:30pm 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

   Our own visionary teacher Rabbi Burt and noted poet, 
meditation teacher and Zen Buddhist priest, Norman 
Fischer will be in dialogue, moderated by Rabbi Dev. They 
will explore parallels in the teaching and lives of the 
Buddha and the Ba’al Shem Tov, two enlightened teachers 
who saw the Divine everywhere, and taught the spiritual 
values of mystery, compassion, love and joy. 

   Come and celebrate Rabbi Burt’s 80th birthday and 50th 
year in the rabbinate! The dialogue will be followed by 
delectable desserts and drinks in the Social Hall. 

   PLEASE NOTE – We will be celebrating Rabbi Burt’s 80th 
throughout Shabbat on November 18 & 19.  We will have 
Kabbalat Shabbat services and oneg on Friday night, and 
special Shabbat morning services and lunch on Saturday. 

Sanctuary 
 

 

 

 

mailto:chesed@kehillasynagogue.org.
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Book Discussion Group 
All Kehilla members are welcome to join us for our customary meetings on the second Monday of the month at 7pm in 
the Fireside Room. These books are from the San Francisco Jewiish Community Library and there might be copies to 
borrow. 

Monday, September 12, 7pm 
The Fixer by Bernard Malamud 

     The Fixer (1966) is Bernard Malamud's best-known 
and most acclaimed novel -- one that makes manifest his 
roots in Russian fiction, especially that of Isaac Babel.  
Set in Kiev in 1911 during a period of heightened anti-
Semitism, the novel tells the story of Yakov Bok, a Jewish 
handyman blamed for the brutal murder of a young 
Russian boy. Bok leaves his village to try his luck in Kiev, 
and after denying his Jewish identity, finds himself 
working for a member of the anti-Semitic Black 
Hundreds Society. When the boy is found nearly drained 
of blood in a cave, the Black Hundreds accuse the Jews of 
ritual murder. Arrested and imprisoned, Bok refuses to 
confess to a crime that he did not commit. 
 

 

Monday, October 10, 7pm 
Mystics of Mile End by Sigal Samuel 

     Sigal Samuel’s debut novel, in the vein of Nicole 
Krauss’s bestselling The History of Love, is an imaginative 
story that delves into the heart of Jewish mysticism, 
faith, and family. In the half-Hasidic, half-hipster 
Montreal neighborhood of Mile End, eleven-year-old Lev 
Meyer is discovering that there may be a place for 
Judaism in his life. As he learns about science in his day 
school, Lev begins his own extracurricular study of the 
Bible’s Tree of Knowledge with neighbor Mr. Katz, who is 
building his own Tree out of trash. Meanwhile his sister 
Samara is secretly studying for her Bat Mitzvah with 
next-door neighbor and Holocaust survivor, Mr. 
Glassman. All the while his father, David, a professor of 
Jewish mysticism, is a non-believer. 

 
Solar Lights for Gaza Fundraiser & 

 Pre-Shabbat Potluck 
Please join Kehilla’s Greening and Middle East Peace Committees for a potluck dinner on  

September 16 at 5:30pm and fundraiser to support the children of Gaza. 

         Gaza is still recovering from fifty-one days of 
bombing in 2014. Electricity, water, and sewage systems 
are all still very fragile, and more than 17,000 people are 
still in temporary housing. Families there are affected 
daily by rolling black-outs. Far too often electricity is 
only available for 4 hours per day. Children must do 
their homework by dangerous kerosene lamps or 
candlelight. For the last year, the Rebuilding Alliance, a 
local non-profit organization, has been fundraising and 
shpping solar powered lights to Non-Governmental 
Organizations in Gaza. Our goal is to help raise funds to 
help them send the next pallet of 1,920 solar-powered 
lights to Gaza's children. 
     Our speaker for the evening will be Donna Baranski-
Walker, founder and Executive Director of Rebuilding 
Alliance, who was in Gaza in April to distribute the first 
pallet of solar lights. Rebuilding Alliance is working with 
Palestinian Non-Governmental Organizations in Gaza to 
distribute the solar lights to children and families in 
need. Donna will explain how Rebuilding Alliance is able 
to send the solar-powered lights through the blockade 
following pre-clearance by both Palestinian and Israeli 
Customs. She also will tell us about their NGO partners 
and some of the families she visited in Gaza. This will be 

a rare opportunity to hear directly from someone who 
has spent time in Gaza supporting children and families.  
     Rebuilding Alliance has already delivered three pallets 
of solar lights so children in Gaza can safely study and 
spend time with their families. There are 700,000 
children in Gaza.  Please join us on Sept. 16th to help 
Rebuilding Alliance send more Luci Lights to Gaza's 
children. 
     We will have a Potluck Dinner in the Social Hall 
starting at 5:30. Please bring a vegetarian or fish dish to 
share.  
     And please join us after dinner and the presentation 
for a spirited, musical Kabbalat Shabbat service to sing, 
meditate, dance, and rest in the joy and peace of 
Shabbat. Led by Hazzan Shulamit and Julie Nesnansky. 
     We hope you can join us on September 16 to hear first 
hand from our guest about her experience personally 
delivering solar lights to Gaza. But if you can’t make it, 
please make a donation to this great project!  
     You can donate at this link: 
https://commitchange.com/ca/burlingame-
94010/rebuilding-alliance/events/kehilla-for-gazas-
children 

https://commitchange.com/ca/burlingame-
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You’re Invited: 
A Community Forum on the Movement for Black Lives Platform: 

Study & Conversation 

Sunday September 18, 3:30 – 7:00pm 
by Rabbi Dev Noily 

     In early August the Movement for Black Lives 
Platform was published.  Organizers described their 
project this way: 

In response to the sustained and increasingly visible 
violence against Black communities in the U.S. and 
globally, a collective of more than 50 organizations 
representing thousands of Black people from across 
the country have come together with renewed 
energy and purpose to articulate a common vision 
and agenda. 
Our resistance and rebellion are not new, but like 
other times in history have come to a critical mass, 
and the bravery of those in Ferguson and across 
the country captured the attention of the world. A 
year ago, over 2,000 of us gathered in Cleveland to 
reflect on the state of our movement for liberation 
and celebrate our people, both those who have 
fallen and those who have survived. It was there 
that we began the process of uniting to articulate a 
shared vision of the world we want to live in. 

     The Platform articulates that sweeping and radical 
vision for racial and economic justice. It addresses 
reparations, education, healthcare, housing, policing, 
militarization (domestic and foreign), incarceration, 
criminalization, community control, and other aspects 
of U.S. society and policy that impact Black lives. 
     We’re excited to come together to study the 
platform as a community and to listen deeply to what 
the Movement’s leaders are saying. Rabbi David, 
Hazzan Shulamit, Rabbi Burt and I have endorsed the 
Movement for Black Lives Platform as individuals.  As I 
read the Platform I felt the tectonic plates of racial 
injustice in our country begin to shift.  In the profound 
language of the background pieces I could hear more 
of the stories of Black lives, deepening my awareness 
of the differences between my experience as White 
person and the experiences of so many Black people I 

live alongside.   I heard the Platform as a call to listen 
to Black voices, as a call to compassion, and as a call to 
join more fully in the M4BL struggle to root out the 
injustice that continues to rot the core of our country.  
This feels like an extraordinary historic moment to me, 
and I feel humbled and grateful for the Movement for 
Black Lives as path to justice for all of us. 
     We’d like Kehilla to consider endorsing the Platform 
as an organization as well. This Forum will be our first 
communal conversation about the Platform, and will 
help us to discern the next steps in this process.   
     The primary focus of our learning and 
conversations will be the current and historic 
experiences of Black people in the U.S., and the ways 
that White supremacy has operated, and continues to 
operate in our society and in our souls. 
     We invite you to read the entire platform, either 
ahead of time or at the September 18 Community 
Forum.  The first part of the afternoon will be devoted 
to studying the Platform.  You will find links to a 
summary of the Platform, and to the deeper analysis 
of each of its six parts on our website at this link: 
http://kehillasynagogue.org/event/a-community-
forum-on-the-movement-for-black-lives-platform-
study-conversation/  
     After doing text study with the Platform we’ll have 
a break and a nosh/snack.  The second half of the 
afternoon will be a compassionate listening-style 
session, where people gather in facilitated small 
groups to share their responses, reactions to and 
questions about the platform.  We will have at least 
one small group for People of Color.  We’ll end with 
everyone coming together to share highlights from the 
small group conversations.  You may come for the 
whole time, or just the first half, or just the second 
half.   [continued on p. 13.]

 

http://kehillasynagogue.org/event/a-community-
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New Adult Education Classes Fall 2016 

To Register for Classes: You can register and pay online at www.KehillaSynagogue.org (click on the 
"LEARN" link and then click on Adult Education), or send check payable to Kehilla to Kehilla, 

 1300 Grand Ave., Piedmont, CA 94610.  

 
 
“700 Benches: Experiencing Biblical Hebrew” 
Class 
Begins September 8, 6:30pm 
Taught by Jenna Kemp 
Have you ever wanted to read and understand Torah 
Hebrew? As a first phase in the launch of Kehilla’s new 
“700 Benches” beit-midrash program,  Kehilla is 
offering  a class designed to be an immersive 
experience in the language and structure of biblical 
Hebrew. What do we mean by “immersive?" Think of 
once a week jumping into the deep end of the pool—
with water wings as needed, swim buddies, and a 
lifeguard. 
This class is a multi-level beit-midrash in which 
students will learn the grammar that will allow them 
to begin reading biblical Hebrew without an English 
translation. Working primarily in chevrutah (pairs, 
small groups), we will learn grammar together, while 
simultaneously reading biblical narrative in Hebrew. 
People at all levels of Hebrew abilities are encouraged 
to join. Students will be expected to do some 
homework and memorization, but the emphasis is on 
concepts and resources that will allow you to begin to 
“swim” on your own! 
If you are interested in the class, but need some work 
on your aleph-bet, you will find resources to help get 
you up to speed on our website at this link: 
http://kehillasynagogue.org/online-hebrewbiblical-
text-resources/ 
Prerequisite: Aleph-bet and Vowels 
Dates:  Thursdays, Sept. 8- Sept. 29, Oct. 27, Nov. 3 (A 
six-session series) 
Time: 6:30-8:30pm 
Cost: $150 Kehilla members, $180 General Public.  No 
one turned away for lack of ability to pay the full 
amount. If you are unable to pay the full amount, 
please contact sjgrodin@comcast.net. 
Questions? Contact Jenna Stover-Kemp at 
jennakemp25@gmail.com or Sharon Grodin at 
sjgrodin@comcast.net. No one is turned away for lack 
of funds; please discuss this with us. 

 
 

 
 
Conversion Group  
Begins September 12, 7:30pm 
Led by Rabbi Dev Noily and Sharon Grodin 

 Kehilla’s conversion group is the communal portion of 
a process of individual inquiry that each participant 
anticipates will lead to adopting Judaism.  Kehilla’s 
spiritual leaders Rabbi Dev and Sharon Grodin are 
available to guide participants in their reading, 
selection of classes, and experiences that inform their 
education toward discernment about this decision. 
 The group is not an “introduction to Judaism” class, 
but rather a forum where participants reflect on and 
share insights about the studies and experiences each 
is undertaking within Kehilla and elsewhere.  The 
group meets once a month for 1-1/2 hours, which 
typically includes some learning together and 
responding to each others’ questions. Because this 
group is intended to support conversion in the 
context of Kehilla community, after the first two 
sessions, participants are expected to decide whether 
Kehilla is a good fit for them; if so, participants will be 
come members, and if not, participants will be 
supported in finding an alternative for their 
conversion studies. 
If you are interested in this group, please contact 
Sharon Grodin at sjgrodin@comcast.net.  
Dates:  Mondays, Sept. 12, Nov. 14, Dec. 12  
Cost: No charge (but see above about membership).  
Led by Rabbi Dev and Sharon Grodin. 
Location: Sanctuary/Buber Room 

 

http://www.KehillaSynagogue.org
http://kehillasynagogue.org/online-hebrewbiblical-
mailto:sjgrodin@comcast.net.
mailto:jennakemp25@gmail.com
mailto:sjgrodin@comcast.net.
mailto:sjgrodin@comcast.net.


 11 

Adult Education (continued) 
 
"Drumming As Prayer" Class 
A Two-Class Series: September 18 & September 21 
Taught by Debbie Fier, Kehilla Musical Prayer Leader & 
“Heartbeat of the Service"  
     Drumming is an active form of meditation. It 
provides a wonderful way to be present, express 
yourself and learn how to drum with a group in sacred 
community space. At Kehilla, we are creating an 
intergenerational drum group, called Ketzev Kehilla, 
(the Beats of Kehilla), and we have been learning 
some of the rhythms for the Kehilla melodies and also 
drumming at our Chai Shabbat services. 
     This is a two-class series. It can be taken as a series 
or as individual classes. (However, if you want to 
drum at High Holy Days services, you must come to 
both classes.) 
       Those who wish to will have the opportunity to 
drum for our High Holy Days services at the Scottish 
Rite Center in Oakland. Participants who want to join 
us in drumming need to commit to coming to both 
classes of the series (exceptions may be made IF you 
have taken previous ‘Drumming as Prayer’ classes with 
Debbie. In those cases you must come to at least 1 
class). If you have taken this class before, and enjoy 
drumming in our Kehilla circle, please come to the 
class!  We will always learn new rhythms, practice new 
exercises and continue building on what we have 
previously done. 
     All ages and all levels welcome!  Please bring a 
drum if you have one.  If you need a drum for the 
class, please email Sasha@kehillasynagogue.org and 
we will do our best to provide one. Hand percussion 
(shakers, claves, etc.) will be provided. 
     Dates: Sunday, Sept 18 - 4-5:30 and Wednesday,  
Sept 21, 7-8:30 in the Fireside Room.  
    Cost:  2-class series: $36 members/ $46 non-
members; Individual class: $20 members/ $25 non-
members 
    Location: Fireside Room 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Chai Mitzvah Group Forming: “A Jewish Year” 
Begins Sunday, October 16, 5:30pm 

In response to many requests for a more structured, 
group-based program for exploring Judaism, Kehilla is 
offering a Chai Mitzvah group beginning in October.  
What is “Chai Mitzvah,” you ask?  It’s a curriculum and 
structure created by a Jewish-multidenominational 
(including Renewal) group of rabbis and educators, 
designed to support group study and a period of 
committed personal exploration.  No prior experience 
with Judaism or Hebrew is required.  Here’s what the 
creators have to say about it: 

“Chai Mitzvah is a unique adult engagement program 
that encourages an integrated, experiential approach 
to Jewish life through five simple components. Each 
participant:  

1. Attends monthly group learning with a set 
curriculum provided by Chai Mitzvah.  

2. Chooses an independent study topic for the year.  

3. Chooses a ritual/spiritual practice to take on for the 
year.  

4. Chooses a social action activity to commit to for the 
year.  

5. Celebrates the journey!”  

In our case, we’ve chosen “A Jewish Year” as an 
overarching theme. Participants will investigate and 
experience the Jewish calendar as it occurs, separately 
or together, as interests dictate.  Our mitzvah group 
will meet on third Sundays starting in October, with 
minimal costs set to cover our fee from Chai Mitzvah 
for the materials (the more participants, the lower the 
cost, but we are setting the initial registration fee 
$18/person for the 9-month period).  The group may 
decide to engage speakers or project leaders on 
particular topics and share the cost of that additional 
enrichment.  For more information about the 
program, see www.chaimitzvah.org.  For questions 
about our group, contact sjgrodin@comcastnet. 

Dates: Monthly for 9 months, beginning Sunday,  
Oct. 16, 5:30-7pm 

Cost: $18/person 

Location: Back classsroom, main floor 

mailto:Sasha@kehillasynagogue.org
http://www.chaimitzvah.org.
mailto:sjgrodin@comcastnet.
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Adult Education (continued) 
 

Elements of Magical Judaism 
Begins Monday, October 16, 6:00pm 
with Reclaiming* Teachers  
Jude Elf & Maggid Jonathan Furst 
Join us for a six-week exploration of Earth-based 
Judaism through the elements of Earth, Air, Fire, 
Water and Spirit. Develop personal practices and 
improvisational ritual co-creation skills, blending 
modern G!ddess-oriented magic with traditional 
Jewish and ancient Hebraic spirituality.  
Dates: Mondays, October 17 - November 21, 6pm  
Cost: $240-$90 sliding scale 
Location: Sanctuary 
For More Info: contact jfurst@pobox.com or  
415-516-4904 
*Learn more about Reclaiming here: 
http://www.reclaiming.org/  
Co-sponsored by the Jewitch Collective and Derech 
Ha'Aretz Outdoor Yeshiva 
 
I Never Knew Hebrew Could Be So Much Fun 
Class 
Begins Sunday, October 23, 10:30am 
Taught by Bracha Stone 
Once again Bracha is offering her fabulous course in 
beginning Hebrew. Absolutely no previous Hebrew 
experience is required or expected. Come and find out 
why you don’t have to know very much at all in order 
to have Hebrew take on a very special place in your 
life. Bracha loves to teach this class since adults tend 
to be very compliant students and they ask such 
serious questions. Form a community of like-minded 
adults, play games, sing songs and learn, learn, learn.  
Repeaters welcomed!! 

Dates:  Sunday, Oct. 23, 30, Nov. 6, 10:30am-11:45am 
Cost:  $54 members, $66 nonmembers 
Location: Given at the time of registration. 
Call Bracha for questions or concerns. 510-703-2220. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Personalizing Our Experience With Jewish 
Liturgy 
First meeting: Sunday, October 23, 6:30pm 
A new group convened by Bracha Stone 
Designed for those who want to explore an expanded 
and creative relationship to Jewish liturgy. While there 
is no expectation of a belief in "God," this group is 
designed for those who desire to personally connect 
to "something-bigger-than-us" and/or "the-wisdom-
deep-within-us." We will witness and be witnessed as 
we explore our attraction and creative responses to 
traditional Jewish prayer practice. We will meet 
together once a month for 5 months. We will also 
participate in a weekly email conversation concerning 
our intentions, and the challenges and blessings we 
experience as we enact our them. 
Dates:  First meeting is Sunday, Oct. 23, 6:30-8:30. 
There will be a meeting at the same time in the 
evening in November, December, January and 
February. Specific dates for each month will be 
determined by October 1st.  
Cost:  $120 members, $150 nonmembers 
Location: Given at the time of registration.  
Call Bracha for questions or concerns. 510-703-2220.  

A Class in the Poetic Word 
Begins Wednesday, October 26, 7pm 
Taught by Lenore Weiss 
Come learn about several outstanding twentieth-
century American Jewish poets, including a number of 
contemporary writers. The four-session class will 
examine work by poets who express diverse 
connections to the Jewish experience.  For the first 
hour of each session, we will examine and discuss the 
poet’s work. Using writing prompts from the readings, 
during the second hour we will respond to the poetry 
in whatever written form we choose. Open to all. No 
writing experience is required. Special guest visits by 
local poets. All lovers of the word are encouraged to 
participate. Bring a notebook and pen. 
Dates: Wednesday, Oct. 26, Nov.  9,  Nov. 23, Nov. 30, 
7-9pm 
Cost: $88 members, $112 nonmembers 
Location: Fireside Room 
 

mailto:jfurst@pobox.com
http://www.reclaiming.org/
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A Community Forum on the Movement for Black Lives Platform 
[continued] 
     Part of the platform, called Invest/Divest, deals 
with connections between U.S. military spending and 
interventions abroad on the one hand, and the lack of 
funding for domestic social needs and militarization of 
U.S. police on the other hand. This part of the 
platform also addresses U.S. military support for Israel 
and the unjust treatment of Palestinians under 
Occupation, using language that some Jewish people 
and organizations have objected to strongly.   
     Our intention is to create a community forum that 
centers the Platform’s demands for racial and 

economic justice, while making space for the complex 
emotional responses that may arise for us in 
relationship to Jewish identity, racial identity and all 
the aspects of ourselves that make each of us who we 
are.  
     Please be in touch with us if you have questions or 
feedback.  
     RSVP if you can  to Sasha@kehillasynagogue.org.  
 – it will help us a lot as we plan the afternoon. 

 
 

Join the 30th Annual G.R.I.P. Harmony Walk in Richmond 
To End Hunger & Homelessness-to Benefit the Greater Richmond Interfaith Program 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     On October 29, Greater Richmond Interfaith 
Program is hosting its 30th annual Harmony Walk/Run 
to End Homelessness in Richmond. Several Kehilla 
members and members of St. John’s Church joined a 
team last year in memory of David McPhail and Judy 
Abel, GRIP activists who both died in September, 
2015.  
     That team raised over $1,000 in support of the 
Souper Center, a program operated by GRIP, which 
serves meals to homeless and needy residents and 
also runs a family shelter. David and Irene, his wife, 
both Kehilla members, and Betty Young, started a 
group now called David’s Dinner Group which 
prepares a monthly meal for families staying at the 
GRIP shelter. Several Kehilla members, people who 
had been members of an El Cerrito church where 
David had ministered, and members of St John’s 
Presbyterian Church in Berkeley, are in the dinner 
group as well. 
     David did this Walk every year through 2014. 

Kehilla members have another opportunity this year 
to remember and honor David while helping to ease 
homelessness. 
     We encourage everyone’s participation in or pledge 
of money to the team. We will have a team name and 
a team page set-up with the Harmony Walk website 
by mid-September. 
     The web address with a link to our team page & 
further details will be provided in the Kehilla weekly 
e-mails.    
     Check-in on October 29 begins at 9:00 a.m. The Run 
starts at 10:30 a.m. The Walk starts at 10:45 a.m. You 
can walk or run for as much, or as little, a distance as 
you want.  And, there will be a festival in the park 
after the walk.  
     Please consider sending a donation or joining the 
team after the team page is setup. If you have 
questions about the team, feel free to contact Sue 
Goldberg directly at suegoldberg@sbcglobal.net 

 
Pictured: Alex Madonik, Ruthie Levin, Richard Speiglman, Sue Goldberg 

 

mailto:Sasha@kehillasynagogue.org.
mailto:suegoldberg@sbcglobal.net
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An Interview with Spiritual Leader Avi Rose 
by Bill Lazarus

     More refugees are 
fleeing persecution now 
than at any time since the 
end of World War II, says 
Avi Rose, who has spent 
most of his life as a political 
and social activist, and who 
now finds himself turning 
more and more to issues of 
immigration and the flood 
of people seeking safe 
haven. With millions of 
refugees left homeless and 
nationless as the result of 
warfare in Syria and 
elsewhere, Avi sees the 

Jewish response as extending “beyond empathizing. 
“It’s identifying,” he says. “We need to see ourselves 
as coming out of Egypt.” 

     “We were strangers. We know the heart of the 
stranger,” adds Avi, who is executive director of 
Jewish Family and Community Services East Bay . That 
“central narrative” of the Jewish people is a key these 
days to the work of JFCS. About 2,000 of the 8,000 
people it annually serves are refugees and other 
immigrants. While the work of JFCS has historically 
been geared toward helping the Jewish community, it 
is not exclusively so. Avi says, “Tikkun Olam is not 
about bringing healing only to the Jewish people. It’s 
about “olam.” It’s about the world as a whole.” 

     When Avi started work at JFCS in 2005, the agency 
was already involved with helping immigrants from all 
over the world. When the surge of Jewish immigration 
from the Former Soviet Union subsided in the 1990’s, 
JFCS began to serve people from other countries, 
including Afghanistan, Bosnia, Cambodia, Iran, Iraq 
and Syria. Many of these refugees are Muslims. JFCS 
currently helps numerous families from Afghanistan, 
many of whom were subject to persecution after 
assisting Americans in the war against the Taliban. 
JFCS also has devoted itself to helping LGBT refugees 
fleeing particularly harsh oppression because of their 
sexual orientation or gender identities. 

     As a youth, Avi grew up mostly in Phoenix in a 
liberal Jewish family, largely out-of-kilter with the 

mostly right-wing community. His dad hailed from the 
Bronx, and was himself the son of immigrant parents 
who made their way to the United States from 
Lithuania. When Avi was 13, he moved with his family 
to Sacramento, and soon started spending time in the 
Bay Area. It was the late 1960s and “politics, drugs and 
rock and roll — it was all here.” 

     Avi became a political activist in high school, and 
chose to go to college at Brandeis, which was a hotbed 
of leftist politics. While he came out as a gay man in 
college, his activism was focused more on anti-war 
work and economic issues. After college, he worked 
for a period as a union steward. Avi joined other 
progressive Jews in the Boston Committee to 
Challenge Antisemitism and became, in the 1980s, 
involved in New Jewish Agenda, a national 
organization that he co-chaired, and that focused on a 
wide variety of issues, including Mid-East peace, 
feminism, disarmament, LGBT rights, oppression in 
Central America and the sanctuary movement. Avi 
also took up work battling AIDS, and co-edited Twice 
Blessed, a book about gay and lesbian Jews. 

     While Avi was aware of immigration issues, it 
wasn’t then a focus of his work and activism. That 
changed in 2005 when he started at JCFS and found it 
“powerful” to be working to help both Russian Jews 
and Afghan Muslims. “I’m really impressed by the 
resilience of most of the refugees whom we are 
helping.  They are individuals with their own quirks, 
strengths and shortcomings, and most have 
experienced significant trauma. It is a huge 
undertaking to leave your home – everyone and 
everything you know – and start your life over again in 
a new country..” 

     While, culturally, the Bay Area is “really welcoming, 
economically, this is a really hard area to come to,” Avi 
says. As a result, families crowd into small living 
quarters together, and people work two or three jobs 
to get by. 

     At seders, Avi has hosted refugees. “It’s powerful to 
be at a seder with somebody who has recently had to 
‘leave Egypt,’” he says. Avi also asks, “What is more 
Jewish than resettling refugees?” He answers himself 
in a word. “Nothing.”
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A Note on the Israel/Palestine Values Survey 
by Rabbi David J. Cooper 

 
     Last month we send out to every member 
household a survey to determine support for a 
statement of values on Israel/Palestine. One could 
indicate where one stood on a spectrum from very 
much disagreeing to strong agreement (scale of 1 to 
5). 
     As of this writing, 141 responses have been 
received. 
     99 responses are 5’s – strongly agree. (71.7%) 
     26 are 4’s – generally agree (18.8%) 
     7 are 3’s – more or less neutral (5.1%) 
     3 are 2’s – generally disagree (2.2%) 

     3 are 1’s – very much disagree (2.2%) 
     In a few days, I will be reading the many written 
comments on the proposed wording and I plan to 
print some of them in the November Kol Kehilla, with 
the permission of their authors to print with ascription 
or anonymously. 
     The decision to adopt the statement as is (or with 
grammatical changes) will be in the hands of the 
Kehilla Board. Currently the plan is that in October the 
results of the survey and representative comments 
and suggestions will be forwarded to the Board for 
their consideration and action. 

 
Chevra Kadisha Sh'mira Readings Project 

 
    Kehilla’s Chevra Kadisha is pleased to announce the 
completion of our “Sh’mira Readings Project.”  We 
now have two beautiful volumes that can be used by 
the shomrim (“watchers”) –those who sit with the 
body of a community member who has died until the 
time of burial. 
    Traditionally, shomrim read Psalms during the 
sh’mira  (“watching”).  In Kehilla we have provided 
other readings—poetry and prose from Jewish and 
non-Jewish sources as well as portions of our liturgy—
so that each shomer might deepen his or her own 
reflections on the meaning of life and death.   
     As we embarked on revising and expanding these 
additional readings, our discussions and study led us 
to taking a closer look at The Book of Psalms as well.  
We looked at many different translations and 

interpretations and selected the one for each Psalm 
that we thought invoked the values of Jewish Renewal 
movement.  
     A small group from Kehilla’s Chevra Kadisha 
traveled to Boston in June to present a workshop on 
these readings and to discuss Kehilla’s approach to 
sh’mira at the annual K’vod v Nichum (“honor and 
comfort”) conference.  More than thirty people 
attended our workshop and received our presentation 
with great enthusiasm.   
     We will formally present Kehilla’s Readings for 
Shmira and Psalms for Shmira at the Morning Service, 
Sept 17.  We invite the entire community to join in 
our simcha and to learn more about the practice of 
sh’mira.   

 

Finding Your Spiritual Direction 
 
     Spiritual direction is a process of inner listening that 
enables individuals to discern the movement of the 
Spirit in their lives, so they can come to understand 
both the spiritual dimension and the spiritual direction 
of their experience. In this sense, spiritual direction is 
a pathway to teshuvah, toward finding one’s way back 
to the Source that birthed and sustains each of us.  

     Spiritual directors have been trained to help those 
seeking the Spirit to find direction. They also help 
seekers find appropriate spiritual practices. 

     Rabbi Burt offers individual Kehilla congregants 
hour-long meetings in spiritual direction. Any Kehilla 
member is entitled to such a session once a year 
without cost. Burt usually meets with congregants at 
Kehilla on Tuesday afternoons and evenings, several 
times a month. He also sees people at his home in El 
Sobrante at other times during the week. If you are 
interested in meeting with Rabbi Burt, please contact 
him at Rabburt@earthlink.net, or by calling 
510.283.5704. 

 
 

mailto:Rabburt@earthlink.net,
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Competing Death Penalty Initiatives on November Ballot 

by Beth Weinberger 
 

     This November we'll have a chance to vote again to 
repeal California's death penalty, replacing it with Life 
Without Possibility of Parole.  Unfortunately, a 
competing measure that would attempt to change the 
appeals process to expedite executions has caused 
confusion, especially as the latter measure's title is 
misleading.  So here's an explanation of each of the 
initiatives with recommendations in keeping with 
Kehilla policy. 

 
The Justice that Works Act of 2016—Proposition #62  

 This is essentially the same as Prop. 34 on the 
2012 ballot, which Kehilla supported.  It would replace 
the death penalty with life without the possibility of 
parole.  It would: 

 End state killing and eliminate the possibility 
of executing innocent people.  Since 1973, 
156 people, convicted of murder, have been 
exonerated, 3 of them in California. 

 Keep dangerous criminals from ever being 
released. 

 Save approximately $150 million a year that 
could be put to more productive use. 

 Increase to 60% the portion of wages earned 
by persons sentenced to life without parole 
that may go to victim restitution funds. 

Recommendation:  Support Prop. 62 
 
Death Penalty Reform & Savings Act of 2016—
Proposition #66 

  Prop. 66 attempts to “reform” a  failed death 
penalty system by changing the appeals process.  It 
would remove current safeguards, limit the ability to 
present new evidence of innocence and set unrealistic 
deadlines for trials and appeals.  The changed 

procedures and new deadlines would force hiring of 
hundreds of new, inexperienced attorneys at taxpayer 
expense. If it succeeded, it would: 

 Increase the chances of wrongful convictions 
and execution of innocent people 

 Interfere with our due process and appeals 
processes, which might be found 
unconstitutional after costly and lengthy 
lawsuits. 

 Authorize the state to house death row 
inmates in new prisons. 

 Model California's system after Texas' rapid 
execution mill. 

 Move appeals from the state Supreme Court 
to local county courts, prioritizing these cases 
and the shortened timelines.  It would 
overwhelm lower courts and severely limit 
their ability to hear other types of cases or 
conduct any other court business. 

Recommendation: Oppose Prop. 66 
 
        This fall you'll have a chance to hear more about, 
question and discuss these initiatives, as well 
as a number of others at a Kehilla Ballot Initiatives 
evening, October 17.  Mark your calendars and see 
Richard Speiglman's article, also in this issue, on some 
of the other initiatives, researched and recommended 
by Oakland Community Organizations (OCO.) 
     If you want more information now about the death 
penalty initiatives; if you want to help with the 
campaigns or donate to them, go to 
www.yeson62.com or contact me at 
bethw0104@mindspring.com.  

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Not Registered to Vote?  
 

Please contact karenrachels@gmail.com 
of Kehilla’s Economic Justice Committee 
She will help you get registered before 

the November election 

http://www.yeson62.com
mailto:bethw0104@mindspring.com.
mailto:karenrachels@gmail.com
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Community Discussion of Ballot Propositions and Local Measures 
by Richard Speiglman 

 
Monday, October 17, 7-9pm 

Kehilla Social Hall 
Sponsored by  

Kehilla Economic Justice Committee, Greening Committee and Anti-Death Penalty Action Group 

Bring yourself, your friends and your family, your questions and your answers 

     When I was a kid in Des Moines, reform Rabbi 
Edward Zerin (Temple B’nai Jeshurun) used to implore 
youth – perhaps it was at our B’nai Mitzvot – to be 
“informed, participating Jews.”  I may have taken this 
to be the 11th Commandment, and I think the 
instruction was responsible for my 50-something years 
of reading at least the local, state, and national news 
sections of the daily newspaper.  Sometime later, a 
sociology professor suggested that the important 
news appears in the business section.  We won’t get 
into the question of sports news. 

     I never fully understood the Jews part of the 
obligation.  But nevertheless I’m pretty sure the 
informed/participating charge includes voting and, to 
the extent possible, understanding the implications of 
your vote prior to casting it. 

     In their length, California ballots present a serious 
challenge.  We need each other’s help to become well-
informed prior to voting.  Instead of sitting home 
alone the night before the election frantically trying to 
decide how to vote on propositions and local 
measures, on the evening of October 17th please join 
other community members to discuss ballot 
measures. 

 Bring your sample ballot (and your mail-in or 
absentee ballot if you have one) 

 Join discussion of some of the most important 
state and local ballot measures (if only we had 
time to tend to all of them!) 

 Written materials on all the state propositions 
and some local measures will be available, 
including recommendations from Kehilla, 
Oakland Community Organizations (OCO), and 
other organizations 

 Kehilla members and others actively engaged 
in working on some of the measures will offer 
brief presentations 

 
See the next page for OCO's recommendations on 

several state, county, and City of Oakland issues.  
We’ll have expanded endorsement information by 
October 17th.   

 
Please forward information on other measures, or 

for other localities, to Richard or Beth: 

rspeiglman@sbcglobal.net  

bethw0104@mindspring.com   

Or bring the information with you on October 17th.   

If possible, RSVP to Beth or Richard (see their 
contact information above.) 

mailto:rspeiglman@sbcglobal.net
mailto:bethw0104@mindspring.com
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Oakland Community Organizations 

Recommendations on CA, Alameda County, and City of Oakland issues 

Number Title or focus Content OCO 
endorsement 

State Propositions 

55 Tax extension 
Extends the temporary personal income tax on 
incomes over $250,000 to fund education and 

health care (Prop 30 extension) 
Support 

56 Tobacco tax Increases the cigarette tax to $2 / pack Support 

 57 Public Safety & 
Rehabilitation Act 

Increases parole chances for felons convicted of 
non-violent crimes and provides more 

opportunities to earn credits for good behavior 
Support 

 62 Death penalty Repeals the death penalty in CA Support* 

64 Adult Use of Marijuana Act 
Legalizes adults’ growing, possessing, and using 

marijuana for nonmedical purposes, with certain 
restrictions; establishes regulatory system for 

legal market.  

Neutral 

Alameda County Measures 

A Affordable Housing bond 
(property tax) 

Funding for a variety of approaches to promote 
affordable housing  Support 

Oakland City and School District Measures  

JJ Protect Oakland Renters 
Act  

Strengthen tenants’ rights by requiring owners to 
petition through the Rent Board for rent increases 

above annual CPI, extending just cause eviction 
protections to buildings built through 1995, and 

increasing Rent Board transparency and 
accountability 

Support 

LL 
Form civilian oversight 
commission of police 

department 
Promotes civilian oversight of police department Support 

KK 
Infrastructure 

improvements bond 
(property tax) 

Funding for a variety of improvements to streets, 
sidewalks, public buildings, and some funds for 

affordable housing 
Neutral  

HH Tax distributors of sugar-
sweetened beverages 

Promotes public health by raising price of sugar-
sweetened beverages Support 

G1 Oakland Unified School 
District  bond (parcel tax) 

Funds educator salary increases and middle 
school improvements (as of last draft seen) No vote (yet) 

* Kehilla recommends a yes vote on Prop. 62 and a no vote on Prop 66 (which would speed-up 
executions).  See accompanying article, “Competing Death Penalty Initiatives on November Ballot" on 
p. 17. 
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Seeking Shelter in the Days of Awe:  
 Immigrants and Refugees, Longing and Home 
[continued from p. 1] 
 
You can read a more complete description of our 
theme below.  Throughout the High Holy Days season 
and beyond, we’ll be integrating the spiritual practices 
of this time with ways to learn about and respond to 
the crises of migration that are shaking our world.  
During High Holy Days services we’ll hear from some 
of the folks in our community about their experiences 
with immigrants and refugees.  We’ll also have 
resources available during services about how to 
connect with local groups and join in efforts to 
respond.   
    And in the months following the High Holy Days, 
we’ll host a series of four community workshops, 
featuring congregants working to support immigrants 
and refugees.  The workshop topics are: Considering 
Offering Housing to a Refugee; Being Part of an 
Accompaniment Team for an Immigrant Family or 
Unaccompanied Minor; Immigration Policy, Advocacy 
and Intersectionality with Economic and Racial Justice 
Issues; and Kehilla as Sanctuary/Refuge for 
Immigrants.  
    May our practice during this season help each of us 
grow toward greater wholeness, joy, compassion and 
justice. 
    Our Theme for 5777:  Immigrants and Refugees, 
Longing and Home  
    A river goes out from the first place that was home, 
to water the garden, and from there it divides and 
becomes four headwaters. (Bereshit 2:10) 
    In the beginning all was one, undifferentiated and 
whole.  To come into the joy of embodied life is also to 
come into separateness.  And to be separate is to long 
for reconnection, to yearn for wholeness and for 
home.  The Yamim Nora’im (High Holy Days) point us 

in the direction of home, and outfit us for the promise 
and uncertainty of the journey.  We soften our hearts 
and open lines of communication with people we’ve 
hurt and who have hurt us.  We practice 
accountability, forgiveness, compassion and 
generosity.  We touch those who are dear to us with 
an extra measure of tenderness and gratitude. 
    This year we set out on this path in a world of 
growing displacement and migration. People forced 
from their homes by war, violence, poverty, drought, 
gentrification, and a swiftly changing climate are 
fighting for survival and searching for a refuge where 
they and their families can be safe.  Some in Kehilla 
are personally impacted, and many in our community 
are stepping up to help--by working to end structural 
violence, by challenging the economics underlying 
displacement, by offering loving personal support to 
immigrants and refugees, by fighting for policies that 
welcome immigrants and refugees, and by joining the 
struggle against deportation, targeting and 
discrimination against people who are undocumented.  
    As a community this year we will enter the inner 
landscape of exile and return.  We’ll encounter the 
stranger who dwells within us, and the stranger who 
dwells among us.  Together we will turn toward this 
tidal wave of displacement, expanding our capacity to 
welcome and support the growing number of 
immigrants and refugees in our midst.  As Torah 
teaches (Lev. 19:33-34), When a stranger resides with 
you in your land, you shall not wrong them.  The 
stranger who resides with you shall be to you as one of 
your citizens; you shall love them as yourself, for you 
were strangers in the land of Mitzrayim. 
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Coming Soon: Pronoun Stickers for Your Nametag 
by Hazzan Shulamit Wise Fairman, Lynn Bravewomon and Rabbi Dev Noily 

  
   As Davey Shlasko writes in the 
Trans*Ally Workbook, 
    “Most of the time, most people 
are on autopilot about pronouns. 
They call all women she, her and 
hers, and all men he, him and his. 
But being on autopilot doesn’t 
always work. Sometimes—
especially, but not only, when 
talking about trans* people—it can 
lead you to call someone a pronoun 
that isn’t what they’re usually 
called or what they want to be 
called.”  
     We are continuing to make 
Kehilla a more welcoming and 
inclusive space for all of our 
members.  All of us appreciate it 
when other people see us as who 
we are.  For  trans* people 
pronouns can be a constant source 
of being seen and affirmed when preferred pronouns 
are used by others; conversely the absence of 
accurate pronouns denies a critical piece of 
recognition and affirmation of identity. 
     Kehilla’s intention to build gender pronoun 
language in our community culture is part of gender-

inclusion efforts that reverse the 
invisibility caused when the wrong 
pronouns are used. 
     As a community of spiritual practice, 
it feels especially important that Kehilla 
be a place where everyone can be seen 
and affirmed in all of who we are.  So 
soon you’ll see a set of pronoun 
stickers next to our nametags. 
 Everyone has the option to add a 
pronoun sticker to your nametag, to let 
others know which pronouns you use.  
By using a sticker, cisgender people can 
support others in our community for 
whom “pronoun autopilot” doesn’t 
work well. 
     Whatever our gender identity, all of 
us have some experiences of resonance 
with the gender we were raised in, and 
some experiences of dissonance with 
the gender we were raised in.  We can 

all lean into those experiences to cultivate our 
compassion for ourselves and each other as we 
navigate this complex and shifting terrain of gender 
identity. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
    

    

A vocabulary moment: 

trans* refers to people whose 
gender identity is different from 

the gender identity they were 
assigned at birth, including 

people who are transgender, 
genderqueer, gender-

nonconforming, gender non-
binary, gender fluid, gender 

fabulous people. 

Cisgender refers to people 
whose gender identity is, for the 

most part, aligned with the 
gender they were assigned at 
birth and in which they were 

socialized. 

Kehilla Sings! 

 
         Interested in being part of a Kehilla Choir this Fall 
and Winter? We may offer this opportunity through 
our Adult Ed program with Bon Singer, a veteran 
cantor and synagogue choir director who has also 
directed Ya'Elah and Kitka.  
     PLEASE click on the following link and fill out a short 
questionnaire by Aug 28 to help us discern whether 
and how to move forward, and pass it on to your 
friends! 

 https://goo.gl/forms/Vd6jFONpn4IphBrK2 

https://goo.gl/forms/Vd6jFONpn4IphBrK2
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The Annual Kehilla Membership Retreat:  
Toward Further Improvements in Accessibility  

by Marilyn Golden & Don Stone 

In our debrief after another successful annual retreat, Kehilla’s Retreat Committee discussed how to achieve further 
improvements in the accessibility of the retreat to all members. Below is a report.  It addresses all dimensions of 
accessibility including affordability, access to the location, planning issues, and mobility access.  
 

Addressing Accessibility  at the Annual Kehilla Summer Retreat

     In the Retreat Committee’s debriefing of this year’s 
retreat, one focus of discussion has been about the 
accessibility challenges of Bort Meadow. There are 
various kinds of accessibility needs, including   
affordability, location, registration constraints, and 
physical mobility, all which contribute to the retreat 
location and experience being attractive and 
welcoming. 
     Affordability. We’ve had many comments that our 
past weekend retreats at retreat centers were out of 
the price range of many individuals and especially 
families—even with elective camping such as at Walker 
Creek Ranch.  
    Location issues: We have had requests for a location 
that is easy to get to on a Friday afternoon for people 
who want to camp the first night—and also for people 
who want make a round trip on Saturday. At Bort 
Meadow and at Walker Ranch, there is lack of cell 
phone reception. This can limit some members’ 
capacity to take part. Sometimes at Bort, there have 
been difficulties getting in and out of the locked gate 
when no one was on duty Friday.  
     Planning flexibility.  We need a site that is big 
enough that it does not require us to commit to a 
certain attendance well in advance. It helps to have 
flexibility that allows for final week commitment to 
attending, or even the day-of. Camping or easy 
commuting helps last minute planning and increases 
the numbers attending—about 25-30% of participants 
sign up or show up the last week. 
     Physical mobility. Challenges come with bumpiness 
or steepness of the terrain, any steps (none at Bort 
Meadow), accessibility to bathrooms (new Bort 
Meadow bathrooms are wheelchair accessible, though 
far from activities), parking availability, drop-off option 
for those needing it, and distance between the 
different stations—food, service, bathrooms, drop-off 
spot. We have had requests from people with mobility 
needs to have more accommodations so that they can 
attend either Bort Meadow, or another site.  
     Given these parameters, we are proceeding in the 
following manner: 

      *Reserve Bort Meadow for a weekend in July 2017 
(already have requested 7/14-16/2017, will hear back 
in late October if we got it). 
     *Tell anyone interested that we welcome their 
research on an alternative site that takes into account 
the factors mentioned above (our deposit for Bort 
Meadow, assuming we get our request, will be small 
enough to forfeit if we find a better site). 
     *Be proactive in responding to accessibility needs. 
Build into the reservation process a way to 
communicate specific needs and figure out best 
practices to meet them. For instance, the registration 
form/website will have a contact person for 
accessibility needs when we start to advertise next 
year’s retreat—Marilyn Golden may be filling this 
function. So coming up with solutions to specific needs 
can be creatively addressed well in advance. 
     Several congregants have already volunteered to 
assist with accessibility issues, including suggesting 
other sites/centers and being available to accompany 
individuals needing assistance to navigate at Bort 
Meadow, which is largely relatively flat, though the 
ground has a bumpy, uneven surface. 
     *Research alternative means of conveyance to 
transport individuals from point to point at the Bort 
Meadow site, possibly in ways that make use of the 
assistance from a volunteer. This research has already 
begun, with an initial finding that vehicles like golf carts 
are probably too expensive to own, rent, or transport 
from rental locations. Kehilla may have access to one 
or more ordinary wheelchairs that can be used. Or, all 
terrain wheelchairs may be one possibility. There may 
be other ways to deal with the bumpy terrain between 
the car turn-around and the dining tables that are not 
dependent upon volunteer assistance, and allow for 
more independent movement. 
     *Other concerns, suggestions, or ideas, regarding 
Kehilla Retreat accessibility issues or how to address 
them? Want to volunteer your assistance? 
     Contact either Marilyn Golden 
at mgolden@dredf.org, or Don Stone 
at donstone1@aol.com or 510-703-0073. 

mailto:mgolden@dredf.org,
mailto:donstone1@aol.com
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On the Origins of Kehilla: 
Social Justice 

                                                     by Rabbi Burt Jacobson 
Note: This is the fifth of a series of 
personal essays on the beginnings of 
Kehilla. Each article shares the 
origins of one or more of the ideals 
and/or values that motivated me to 
start Kehilla. The essays are adapted 

from the manuscript of the book I am in the process of 
completing, tentatively titled There is Only One Love: 
The Ba’al Shem Tov in the Modern World. 
     My passion for social justice came from my mother, 
Gert Jacobson. As the chairwoman of the Anti-
Defamation League in Cleveland during World War II, 
she tried to awaken the Jewish community to the Nazi 
atrocities in Europe. When our family moved to Texas 
in 1947, Gert became the chairwoman of the Anti-
Defamation League in San Antonio. In that capacity she 
worked with teachers in the public schools, instructing 
them on how to promote racial, ethnic and religious 
tolerance in their classrooms.  
     My mother’s commitment to social justice stemmed 
from her father, Ruby Goldberg. My grandfather, who 
was born in Romania, was a women’s tailor. A secular 
Yiddish-speaking Jew, he was strongly drawn to 
socialism. He became a negotiator for the International 
Ladies’ Garment Workers Union in New York. My 
mother remembered him coming home from the 
negotiations, infuriated by the tightfisted attitudes of 
the factory owners. He would go to the kitchen, pick up 
a carving knife and bang it repeatedly on the counter. 
“Those G… d…. bosses, those G… d…. bosses, they 
won’t give us a nickel! They won’t give us a nickel! 
      I did not hear that story until I was an adult, but I 
learned about the biblical prophets as a young student 
in the religious school of Temple Beth El in San 
Antonio. I came to admire the commitment of the 
Reform movement to social justice. 
       Yet, I did not study the words of the biblical 
prophets until I entered rabbinical school. In 1961, as a 
second-year student at the Jewish Theological 
Seminary, I took a seminar with Abraham Joshua 
Heschel on the prophets. By this time, Heschel was well 
on his way to becoming the most well-known Jewish 
religious thinker in the United States.  
       Heschel had completed his dissertation on the 
prophets in the late 1930s in Germany, just as the Nazi 
regime had come into power. In the late 1950s he 
decided to rewrite the book in English. The members of 

our seminar were privileged to read the galley proofs 
of The Prophets with him.  
    In the book’s introduction, Heschel wrote: 
     The things that horrified the prophets are even now 
daily occurrences all over the world. There is no society 
to which Amos’ words would not apply. 

Listen to this, you merchants who crush the 
poor,and trample on the needy! You who are 
thinking,“When will this New Moon festival  
finally be over so that we can sell our grain, and 
this Sabbath day, so we can market our wheat? 
Then we will tamper with the scales, making the 
bushel-measure smaller and the shekel-weight 
bigger. And then we can make slaves of the 
poor, buying them for their debt of a piece of 
silver or a pair of sandals, and we will even get 
paid for moldy wheat.”YHWH, the Pride of Israel, 
has sworn: ‘’I will never forget what you have 
done!’  Amos 8:4-7 

      Indeed, [Heschel continued] the sort of crimes and 
even the amount delinquency that fill the prophets of 
Israel with dismay do not go beyond that which we 
regard as normal, as typical ingredients of social 
dynamics. To us, a single act of injustice—cheating in 
business, exploitation of the poor—is slight; to the 
prophets, a disaster. To us injustice is injurious to the 
welfare of the people; to the prophets, it is a 
deathblow to existence; to us, an episode; to them, a 
catastrophe, a threat to the world.  
     Heschel’s prose was incandescent. I found his ability 
to enter the consciousness of the prophets utterly 
remarkable. As a result, the voices of the prophets 
have both stirred and haunted me throughout my life. 
     In the following years I found myself especially 
drawn to Amos, the first of the literary prophets, who 
focused almost exclusively on the necessity for social 
justice. Amos seemed totally relevant to the political 
climate of the late 1960s. Indeed, the Reverend Martin 
Luther King, Jr., who became Heschel’s friend and 
colleague, often cited Amos’ words. The day before he 
was assassinated in 1968, King delivered a speech in 
support of the striking sanitation workers in Memphis, 
in which he said:    

"Somehow the preacher must have a kind of fire 
shut up in his bones. And whenever injustice is 
around he must tell it. Somehow the preacher must  
[continued on next page] 
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On the Origins of Kehilla (continued) 
 
be an Amos, who said, “When God speaks, who can 
but prophesy?” Again with Amos, “Let justice roll 
down like waters and righteousness like a mighty 
stream.”  

       In the late 1960s I taught classes about Amos and 
his message to both high school students and adults. I 
emphasized the prophet’s fiery denunciations of 
corruption, wealth, luxury, perversion of justice and 
superficial religion.  

       As I thought about starting a synagogue in the early 
1980s, the fierce voice of Amos called out to me. I felt 
that this radical prophet of justice simply had to be 
given a platform in a city like Berkeley, which had been 
strongly identified with rapid social change, civic 
unrest, and political upheaval in the 1960s and ‘70s. 
The political Left was still robust and there were 
moral/political issues— the Israel-Palestine conflict, 
nuclear weapons, central American refugees—that 
cried out to be dealt with from a prophetic religious 
perspective. 

 
Thank you for Your Generosity 

 

Bar/Bat Mitvah Program 
Susan Coto McKenna and Rafael Coto 

General Fund 
Jane Weisbin and Charles Reilly 

Nueva Esperanza Accompaniment Teams (NEAT) 
Hope Friedman 
Irene McPhail 

Carolyn Schour 
Herbert Salomon and Marcia Liberson 

Simone Masson 
Lisa Rothman 
Ralph Silber 

Sandy Vaughn 
And members of Kehilla's three Accompaniment Teams 

Rabbi's Discretionary Fund 
David Levine and Laurel Zien

All Congregants Deserve A Safe Home 

If you or anyone in your home is experiencing: 
     >Child abuse  
     >Elder abuse  
     >Dependent adult abuse  
     >Teen dating violence 
     >Intimate partner violence (domestic violence) 
    The Kehilla Committee Against Abuse (CAA), working along side the Spiritual Life Practices Committee (SLPC), is 
here to help you become or remain safe.   If you are experiencing any kind of abuse, please call: Steven Falk, long-
time Kehilla member, at (510) 708-0517; Julie Patrusky, experienced domestic violence counselor and long-time 
Kehilla member, at (510) 528-0299; or Rabbi David at (510) 547-2424 x103.   Call the Shalom Bayit (Peace in the 
Home) helpline for counseling and advocacy for teen dating violence and domestic violence issues at: (866) SHALOM-
7 (742-5667) toll-free within the Bay Area or (510) 451-7233 (SAFE) outside the Bay Area.
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September 2016 
Fri., Sept. 2, NO Kabbalat Shabbat service tonight. 
Please join us on Friday night, Sept 16.  

Sat., Sept 3, 10:30am, Elul Shabbat Service on the 
Marina – Rosh Chodesh. Yes, it is one month to go to 
Rosh Hashanah and at this special outdoor service on 
the Marina we will celebrate the New Moon of Elul 
which includes Hallel, the musical holiday celebration 
prayers, led by Beth Dickinson. Discussion led by Rabbi 
David on our High Holy Day theme on our how our 
work on immigration and refugees connects to our 
Jewish path. Check the website for location. Bring a 
chair with you and prepare to dress warmly. Kiddush to 
follow.  Please bring vegetarian finger foods to share, if 
you are able.  

Tues., Sept. 6, 7:30pm. Middle East Peace Committee 
Meeting. Back classroom. 

Wed., Sept. 7, 7:50am Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room. (Enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview.)  Doors open at 7:50 a.m., 
short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30, 
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. 

Wed., Sept. 7, 6:30pm  Spiritual Life Practices 
Committee Meeting.  Fireside Room. 

Thurs., Sept. 8, 4-6pm. Kehilla School. Please enter 
through the kitchen door. 

Thurs., Sept. 8, 6:30pm. "700 Benches: 
Experiencing Biblical Hebrew." Taught by Jenna Kemp 
First class of the series.. (See details on p. 10)  

Fri., Sept. 9, 6:30pm, Friday Night Peace Walk with 
Rabbi David and OCO. This is an easy opportunity to 
really be part of the movement for peace in our own 
community led by Oakland Community Organizations’ 
Ceasefire campaign. Rabbi David has affirmed to OCO 
that we will try to have at least ten Kehilla folk join him 
at these walks for community peace.. The campaign is 
many-sided, including the training and mobilization of 
neighborhood peace interveners, the retraining of 
police, and a weekly peace walk with local 
congregations to support a “culture of peace and 
healing” in neighborhoods at risk. Rabbi David reports 
that he has done this about 10 times and it is an 

especially nice way to meet people from across the 
spectrum of Oakland communities.Meet inside First 
Mt. Sinai Church, 1970 86th Ave. For info, call 510-606-
5064.    

Sat., Sept. 10, 10am. Chai Elul Shabbat and New 
Member Welcome. Join our “Bima Team” for a 
spirited, musical service as we immerse in the month of 
Elul and prepare for the High Holy Days. Our newest 
members will receive a special honor during the Torah 
service, and we’ll kick off the morning with Ketzev 
Kehilla, our prayerful percussion orchestra. Come one, 
come all! Children most welcome! Vegetarian potluck 
luncheon to follow. Please bring a vegetarian dish to 
share.  Kiddush also sponsored by Ruth Goldstone & 
James Eder in honor of Ruth's mother Merle S. 
Goldstone's yartzheit. 

Mon., Sept. 12, 7pm. Book Discussion Group. We will 
discuss The Fixer by Bernard Malamud. Fireside Room. 
(See p. 8 for details.) 

Mon., Sept. 12, 7:30pm. Conversion Group. Buber 
Room. (See p. 10 for details.) 

Tues., Sept. 13, 7pm. Generosity Committee meeting. 
Fireside Room. 

Wed., Sept. 14, 7:50am Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room. (Enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview.)  Doors open at 7:50 a.m., 
short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30, 
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. 

Thurs., Sept. 15, 4-6pm. Kehilla School. Please enter 
through the kitchen door. 

Thurs., Sept. 15, 6:30pm. "700 Benches: 
Experiencing Biblical Hebrew." Taught by Jenna Kemp. 
(See details on p. 10.)  

Fri., Sept. 16, 5:30-7:30pm Solar Lights for Gaza 
Fundraiser and Pre-Shabbat Potluck: This is a special 
pre-Shabbat Service gathering and potluck meal 
organized by Kehilla’s Greening Committee and Middle 
East Peace Committee. The purpose is to raise 
tzedakah for Rebuilding Alliance’s project to provide 
solar lights for the residents of Gaza where electricity is 

Kehilla Community Synagogue 
1300 Grand Avenue (at Fairview) 

Piedmont, CA  94610 
(510) 547-2424 

Please come fragrance-free to all Kehilla events, 
for the health of people with respiratory conditions 

and chemical sensitivities. 
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often available for only four or five hours in a day. This 
is especially needed by children who would otherwise 
study at night by hazardous candle or kerosene light. 
(See article p. 8 .) Guest speaker: Donna Baranski-
Walker, founder of Rebuilding Alliance. We will have a 
Potluck Dinner in the Social Hall starting at 5:30.  Please 
bring a vegetarian or fish dish to share.  

Fri., Sept. 16, 7:30pm, Kabbalat Shabbat with Hazzan 
Shulamit, Julie Nesnansky, and Beth Dickinson. Join us 
for a soulful and spirited musical evening to welcome in 
the joy and peace of Shabbat.  Kiddush to follow. 
Please bring veggie finger foods to share! 

Sat., Sept. 17, 10:30am, Elul Shabbat Service with our 
Chevra Kadisha, at Kehilla led by Rabbi David, Hazzan 
Shulamit, and Julie Nesnansky. Celebrating the 
completion of our “Sh’mira Readings Project.” Sh’mira 
is the ritual of staying with the body of the deceased in 
the period preceding the funeral during which the 
shomer (“guardian”) traditionally reads from the book 
of psalms. For our members when they do Sh’mira, 
Kehilla’s Chevra Kadisha has assembled readings from 
innovative and interpretive translations of the psalms 
some of which we will read at this service. We will have 
a short Torah reading that morning with one aliyah. 
Deuteronomy 22:6-12. If you want to chant this, email 
Rabbi David.  In the Fireside Room. Kiddush sponsored 
by the Chevra Kadisha. 

Sat., Sept. 17, 3:30-6:30pm. Kehilla High Holy Days Art 
Reception. Fireside Room and throughout the building. 
(See announcement, p.4 for details.) 

Sun., Sept. 18, 3:30-7pm. A Community Forum on the 
Movement for Black Lives Platform Study & 
Conversation. With Kehilla leaders, staff, and 
members.  (See article, p. 9 for details.) Buber Room. 

Sun., Sept. 18, 1- 3 pm, “We Are the Bridge” Exhibit 
Reception at Osher Marin JCC in San Rafael. Sponsored 
by the Faith Trio (Kehilla, Islamic Cultural Center, 
Montclair Presbyterian). Includes at least two artists 
who are Kehilla members, Lea Delson and Susan 
Freundlich. 200 North San Pedro Rd. San Rafael 94903. 

Sun., Sept. 18, 2pm.  Yoga for Renewal. Rooted in 
Jewish Mystical Teachings. With Julie Emden of Jewish 
LearningWorks.  Co-sponsored by Kehilla.  4th Street 
Yoga, 1809C 4th Street, Berkeley, CA 94710. $25 Public 
/$20 members of co-sponsoring organizations. 
Register: tinyurl.com/yoga918.  

Sun., Sept. 18, 4pm. "Drumming As Prayer" class with 
Debbie Fier. Fireside Room. (See p. _ for details.) 

Wed., Sept. 21, 7:50am Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room (Enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview)  Doors open at 7:50 a.m., 

short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30, 
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. 

Wed., Sept. 21, 7pm. "Drumming As Prayer" class with 
Debbie Fier. Fireside Room. (See p. 11 for details.) 

Thurs., Sept. 22, 4-6pm. Kehilla School. Please enter 
through the kitchen door. 

Thurs., Sept. 22, 6:30pm. "700 Benches: 
Experiencing Biblical Hebrew." Taught by Jenna Kemp. 
Back classroom, main floor. (See details on p. 10.)  

Fri., Sept. 23,  6:-9:00 Bar/Bat Mitzvah Shabbat 
Celebration: This evening is for all Bar Bat Mitzvah 
family members and is a required part of the BBM 
Program. Come to the synagogue to welcome in the 
new school year and the New Year with a festive 
Shabbat evening. We will begin with a short table 
service followed by a vegetarian potluck.   Fireside 
Room & Sanctuary. 

Fri., Sept. 23,  6:30pm Tot Shabbat.  For babies and 
children up to 5 years old (or older if they enjoy it) and 
their grown-ups. Led by Jen Miriam Kantor, Alon 
Altman and Jen’s puppet friends. Please bring a 
vegetarian potluck dish.  Social Hall. Childcare will be 
provided upon request. 

Sat., Sept. 24, No Shabbat Morning service – Join us 
tonight for Pre-Holy Days Ingathering. 

Sat., Sept. 24. The Bird of Many Colors: A Pre-Holy 
Days Ingathering: 7:15pm schmooze with 
refreshments in the Social Hall, program begins at 8pm.  
Gather with us one week before Rosh Hashanah, as we 
turn together toward the Days of Awe. This year, rather 
than observing Selichot with a service, all are welcome 
to an evening of community, music, stories, meditation 
and reflection.  Join us in the social hall for a little nosh 
and socializing, followed by a program led by the 
Kehilla spiritual leadership and musical prayer leaders, 
as we focus our awareness and maybe set some 
intention for our experience of the holy days.   If you 
are new to Kehilla, or to Kehilla’s observance of the 
High Holydays, this evening is a lovely way to begin the 
experience.  If you’re accustomed to the Selichot 
services of the last few years, you’ll find a similar 
opportunity in this program for settling into intention 
and reflection. 

Sun., Sept. 25, 8:15am-4pm, ROPES course for Bar/Bat 
Mitzvah Students. Students will carpool together to 
the spectacular Fort Miley for a day of fun, adventure 
and an exploration of team building activities. BBM 
families will receive more information about this in the 
mail. 
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Sun., Sept. 25, 1:15-3:30 pm. Interfaith Environmental 
Activity with the Faith Trio (Kehilla, Islamic Cultural 
Center, Montclair Presbyterian). This interfaith activity 
involves removing non-native plants in Joaquin Miller 
Park. Four more volunteers from Kehilla are still 
needed. To volunteer, call Lea Delson 510-528-6725. 

Sun., Sept. 25, 9am. Joyfully Jewish for 
Kindergarteners. Back classroom, main floor. 

Sun., Sept. 25, 5pm. "Mrs. Reiff and the Counterfeit 
Shop," a staged play reading by Stephanie Anne 
Johnson. Sponsored by Kehilla. A touching portrait of 
the friendship between a Black teenager and a 
Holocaust survivor in the 1960s.(See details, p. 6.) 

Tues., Sept. 27, 6:45pm. (Dinner at 6:15)  Board of 
Trustees Meeting. All are welcome. Fireside  Room. 

Wed., Sept. 28, 7:50am Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room. (Enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview.)  Doors open at 7:50 a.m., 
short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30, 
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. 

Thurs., Sept. 29, 4-6pm. Kehilla School. Please enter 
through the kitchen door. 

Thurs., Sept. 29, 6:30pm. "700 Benches: 
Experiencing Biblical Hebrew." Taught by Jenna Kemp. 
Back classroom, main floor. (See details on p. 10.)  

Fri., Sept. 30.  No Services. 
 

October 2016 
Sat., Oct. 1, 10:30am, Elul Shabbat Service at Kehilla 
with Sharon Grodin and Julie Nesnanksy, a smaller 
service in the Fireside Room, with music and reflection.   
  
Sun., Oct. 2, 6:30pm, Erev Rosh Hashanah services at 
Scottish Rite Center, 1547 Lakeside Drive, Oakland.  For 
both adults and children, start at 6:30pm. Sermon by 
Rabbi Dev.  
 
Mon., Oct. 3. Rosh Hashanah services. SERVICES WILL 
END before 12:45! at Scottish Rite Center, 1547 
Lakeside Drive, Oakland. Our leaders are determined to 
conclude the service  in time for tashlich and lunch at a 
reasonable hour. 
8:30 – 9:15am. Silent Meditation Space - 3rd Floor 
9:30am – 12:40pm. Main Rosh Hashanah Morning 
Service, beginning with Ketzev Kehilla with Kehilla’s 
Spiritual Leaders, Hazzan Shulamit and our Musical 
Prayer Leaders 
10:00 – 11:15am. Family and Youth Service with Rabbi 
Dev Noily, Sandra Razieli, Natalie Boskin, and Musical 

Prayer Leader Beth Dickinson and surprise guests! 
Children, teens and adults welcome. 

10:15 - 11:15am. Rosh Hashanah Toddler Services with 
Jen Miriam and Alon Altman. Geared towards babies, 
tots, and kids up to 5 years olds and their grown ups or 
families. 
12:45-12:55pm, Tashlich at Lake Merritt (across the 
street from services) with Rabbi David. 

 Tues., Oct. 4, 9:30am-12:30pm, Second Day Rosh 
Hashanah Services at Kehilla, 1300 Grand Avenue, 
Piedmont, with Rabbi Chaya Gusfield and Eve Decker. 
Kehilla Sanctuary. Receive the replenishment of 
contemplative song, story, and silence. Rabbi Chaya 
Gusfield and Buddhist teacher and musician Eve Decker 
use the beautiful complement of Jewish and Buddhist 
teachings, music, and spiritual practices to delve deeply 
into the essence of this holy day. A more intimate 
service for the second day. 

Wed., Oct. 5, 7:50am Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room. (Enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview.)  Doors open at 7:50 a.m., 
short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30, 
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. 

Wed., Oct. 5, 6:30pm. Spiritual Life Practices 
Committee meeting. Fireside Room. 

Wed., Oct. 5, 7:30pm. Middle East Peace Committee 
Meeting. Fireside Room. 

Thurs., Oct. 6. No Kehilla School. 

Fri., Oct. 7, 7:30pm. NO Kabbalat Shabbat services. 
Please join us for Shabbat Shuva on Saturday morning, 
Oct 8. Our next Kabbalat Shabbat service with Hazzan 
Shulamit will be on November 4.   

Sat., Oct. 8, 10:30am. Shabbat Shuva Service at 
Kehilla.  Join Howard Hamburger and Julie Nesnansky 
for the special Shabbat service situated within the Ten 
Days of Awe. We take the themes of the High Holydays 
and we explore them in the context of Shabbat in a 
smaller service context. Kiddush sponsored by Beth 
Weinberger in memory of her mother, Frieda 
Weinberger, and by Amy Bat Tzipora in memory of her 
beloved Bubbies, Zaydies, mother and father. 

Mon., Oct. 10, 7pm.  Book Discussion Group.  We will 
discuss Mystics of Mile End by Sigal Samuel. Fireside 
Room. 

Tues., Oct. 11, 6:30pm. Kol Nidre Service (for grown 
ups) at Scottish Rite Center, 1547 Lakeside Drive, 
Oakland. Judaism’s most cherished prayer sung once a 
year, Kol Nidre, kicks off a day of collective 
introspection. Sermon by Rabbi David. 
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 Tues., Oct. 11, 6:30pm. Family Kol Nidre Service (for 
children and family) at Kehilla, 1300 Grand Avenue, 
Piedmont Led by Rabbi Dev Noily & Lior Ben-Hur.  
Geared toward children ages 6-12.  Children of all ages 
and adults welcome. 

Tues., Oct. 11, 6:30pm, Toddler Kol Nidre Service (for 
babies and tots) at Kehilla, 1300 Grand Avenue, 
Piedmont Led by Jen Miriam and Alon Altman.  A 
musical, spiritual journey geared toward kids up to 5 
years old and their grown ups.  

Wed., Oct. 12. Yom Kippur Morning Services 
at Scottish Rite Center, 1547 Lakeside Drive, Oakland 
8:30am- 9:15am, Silent Meditation Space 
9:30am,  Main Yom Kippur Morning Service 
10:00am- 11:00am, Youth Services  (6th - 8th grades) 

 Wed., Oct. 12. Yom Kippur Afternoon/Evening 
Services & Activities at Kehilla, 1300 Grand Avenue, 
Piedmont 
2:00- 4:30pm Drop off potluck offerings at Kehilla (or 
bring them at 7:45pm) 
2:30-3:30 pm Workshops 
4:30 pm Yizkor (Remembrance of those who died) 
5:15 pm Rabbi Burt sermon, Healing Service & 
Dukhanen (Priestly blessings) 
6:30 pm Ne’ila (Closing the Gates) 
8:00pm-9:30pm Community Pot Luck Break-Fast at 
Kehilla. Please bring a vegetarian main dish to share. 
Food can be dropped off at Kehilla between 2:00 & 
4:30 p.m., or at 7:45 p.m. 

Thurs., Oct. 13. No Kehilla School. 

Fri., Oct. 14, 6:30pm, Friday Night Peace Walk with 
OCO. Usually Rabbi David is on these walks but may be 
out of town this weekend. But Kehilla people have 
been coming, so it would be great to continue to have 
our shul’s participation in David’s absence. This is an 
easy opportunity to really be part of the movement for 
peace in our own community led by Oakland 
Community Organizations’ Ceasefire campaign. The 
campaign is many-sided including the training and 
mobilization of neighborhood peace interveners, the 
retraining of police, and a weekly peace walk with local 
congregations to support a “culture of peace and 
healing” in neighborhoods at risk. The neighbors there 
support these walks and it has always been peaceful 
and friendly. It’s a nice way to meet people from across 
the spectrum of Oakland communities who support 
Ceasefire efforts. Meet inside First Mt. Sinai Church, 
1970 86th Ave. For info, call 510-606-5064.   

Sat. Oct. 15, 10:30am. Shabbat Service with Sharon 
Grodin and Beth Dickinson. As we read the poem that 
comprises parashat Haazinu (Deuteronomy 32), we can 

see the influence of the theology of the prophets on 
this chapter. Of course, the prophets were centuries 
after Moses, so this is a much later insert into the 
Torah with a very different way of seeing God. What 
was this theology and how does it connect to later 
Jewish spirituality and to our social activism today? We 
will especially look at Deuteronomy 32:37-40. Kiddush 
to follow. Bring a veggy potluck dish to share. Fireside 
Room. 

Sun., Oct. 16, 11am-1pm. Kehilla Neighborhood 
Brunches. 

Sun., Oct. 16, 5:30pm. Chai Mitzvah Group. Back 
classroom, main floor.   (See details, p. 11.)  

Mon., Oct. 17, 7-9pm. Community Discussion of Ballot 
Propositions and Local Measures.  Sponsored by the 
Economic Justice Committee, the Greening Committee 
and Anti-Death Penalty Action Group. Social Hall. (See 
article, p. 17.) 

Mon., Oct. 17, 6:30pm. "Elements of Magical Judaism" 
class. Taught by Jude Elfe & Jonathan Furst. Sanctuary.  
(See p. 12 for details.) 

Wed., Oct. 19, 7:50am Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room. (Enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview.)  Doors open at 7:50 a.m., 
short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30, 
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. 

Wed., Oct. 19, 7pm. Economic Justice Committee 
Meeting. Social Hall. 

Thurs., Oct. 20, 4-6pm. Kehilla School. Please enter 
through the kitchen door. 

Fri., Oct. 21, 6:30pm, Sukkot Shabbat Friday Evening 
Potluck in the Sukkah. Bring the whole family and join 
us for a Sukkot dinner in the Sukkah (and/or Social 
Hall). This is not a ritual-heavy event – our major 
purpose is to celebrate and be happy, which is the very 
purpose the Torah describes for the holiday. We’ll do a 
few blessings, then a potluck dinner, conversation, 
perhaps a chance for kids to make sukkah decorations, 
and then, as you choose to, do the ritual of blessing the 
lulav palm frond and shaking in blessing to all the 
world’s directions with Rabbi David. At Kehilla 
Remember: Bring a veggy potluck dish to share and be 
joyous. 

Sat., Oct. 22, 10:30am. Sukkot Shabbat with Special 
Procession.  Appropriate for everyone in the family. 
Join Rabbi David & Julie Nesnansky as we celebrate 
Sukkot with a joyous musical service and processions 
(“hakafot”) with lulav followed by Kiddush in the 
sukkah. Bring veggie finger food to share. 
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Mon. Oct. 24. Simchat Torah Celebration at Chochmat 
HaLev  2215 Prince St., Berkeley at Fulton. 
Join with all the Bay Area Renewal communities for a 
night of sacred and ecstastic dancing to live music and 
special Torah chanting to celebrate the conclusion of 
our High Holy Day journey.    
6:00pm  Special Kids Celebration with Jen Miriam and 
Alon Altman, dance and sing around the Torah with  
puppets, music and friends 
6:30pm Vegetarian potluck dinner 
7:00 pm Maariv, Dancing and Torah service with the 
Shirat HaLev Musicians 
9:30 pm- Kiddush and refreshments 
Donation:  Members of participating organizations: 
$15-10   General Public $20-15   Children: $5 

Tues., Oct. 25, 6:45pm. (Dinner at 6:15)  Board of 
Trustees Meeting. All are welcome. Fireside  Room. 

Wed., Oct. 26, 7:50am Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room. (Enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview.)  Doors open at 7:50 a.m., 
short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30, 
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. 

Wed., Oct. 26, 7pm. A Class in the Poetic Word. Taught 
by Lenore Weiss. Fireside Room. (See p. 12 for details.) 

Thurs., Oct. 27, 4-6pm.  Kehilla School. Please enter 
through the kitchen door. 

Thurs., Oct. 27, 6:30pm. "700 Benches: 
Experiencing Biblical Hebrew." Taught by Jenna Kemp. 
(See details on p. 10)  

Fri., Oct. 28, 6:30pm, Tot Shabbat. For children up to 5 
years old (or older if they enjoy it) and their grown-ups. 
Led by Jen Miriam Kantor, Alon Altman and Jen’s 
puppet friends. Please bring a vegetarian potluck dish. 
In the Social Hall. 

Sat., Oct 29, 10:30am.  Shabbat Service and Torah 
Study with Rabbi David and Beth Dickinson. Here we go 
again! We are starting the Torah anew from the first 
parasha of the Torah. We will be looking at the mythic 
Garden of Eden story and how it has been 
reinterpreted in traditional and modern midrash (such 
as by Lilith Magazine and John Steinbeck). During the 
service, rather than chanting the Torah we will study 

and discuss Chapter 3 of Genesis. Followed by Kiddush. 
Bring veggie finger food to share. 

Sat., Oct.29, 9am. 30th annual Harmony Walk/Run to 
End Homelessness in Richmond, hosted by the Greater 
Richmond Interfaith Program (GRIP). Check-in 9:30am. 
Walk begins 10:30am.The web address with a link to 
our team page & further details will be provided in the 
Kehilla weekly e-mails. You can walk or run for as 
much, or as little, a distance as you want.  And, there 
will be a festival in the park after the walk. (See 
announcement, p. 14.) 

Sun., Oct. 30, 2:30-5:00, (1) Nuts and Bolts Workshop 
for Parents & (2) Interactive Discussion with Shalom 
Bayit for Bar/Bat Mitzvah Students 
(1) is required for parents, (2) is highly recommended 
for Students 
   Parents who have previously gone through the 
program will be coming to and share their nuts and 
bolts experiences about planning for the whole year, 
including sharing details about how to keep things 
organized, as well as kiddush and party planning. 
Simultaneously, Zephira Derblich-Milea from Shalom 
Bayit will be presenting her award-winning workshop, 
“Love Shouldn’t Hurt.” www.shalom-bayit.org/teen 
In this workshop, students will have the opportunity to 
learn and discuss about how to build and maintain 
healthy relationships.    
For questions or to request childcare for BBM related 
activities, contact sandra@kehillasynagogue.org.  

Mon., Oct. 31, 6:30-9:30pm. "Elements of Magical 
Judaism" class. Taught by Jude Elfe & Jonathan Furst. 
Sanctuary.  (See p. 12 for details.) 

Sat., Nov. 5, 6:45pm. Annual Harvest Dinner of the 
Faith Trio (Kehilla, Islamic Cultural Center, Montclair 
Presbyterian). Come early at 6:15 if you would like to 
be present at the Muslim evening prayer. Followed by 
multi-faith blessings before dinner. Designated potluck: 
Kehilla members bring veggy salads (fish okay). 
Muslims, Jews and Christians eating together and an 
opportunity to discuss the subject of the evening: 
Solidarity: A Spiritual Necessity. At the Islamic Cultural 
Center, 1433 Madison Street, Oakland. 
 

 
  

http://www.shalom-bayit.org/teen
mailto:sandra@kehillasynagogue.org.
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Kehilla Community Synagogue 
Please use the following number for all staff:  (510) 547-2424 

Co-Rabbi, David J. Cooper 
Rabbidavid@kehillasynagogue.org 

Co-Rabbi, Dev Noily  
RabbiDev@kehillasynagogue.org 

Executive Director,  Michael Saxe-Taller 
Michael@kehillasynagogue.org 

Managing Director, Beth Bittle 
Beth@kehillasynagogue.org 

Hazzan Shulamit Wise Fairman 
Shulamit@kehillasynagogue.org 

Bar/Bat Mitvzah Program Director, Sandra Razieli 
Sandra@kehillasynagogue.org 

Founding Rabbi, Burt Jacobson   (510) 283-5704 
RabBurt@earthlink.net 
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Communications Coordinator,  
Sasha Gottfried 
Sasha@kehillasynagogue.org 

Youth Programs Coordinator,  
Natalie Boskin  
Natalie@kehillasynagogue.org 

Bookkeeper, Molly Melamed 
Molly@kehillasynagogue.org 

Events Line: 

Fax: (510) 547-2442 

Chevra Kadisha: 
Jane Hoberman: 510-843-6047 

Committee Against Abuse: 
Steven Falk: 510-339-0517 

Spiritual Life Practices Committee Chair:  
Shoshana Finacom 
Spirituallife@kehillasynagogue.org 
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              High Holy Days 5777/2016 
                     Seeking Shelter in the Days of Awe:  
            Immigrants and Refugees, Longing and Home 
                                                    by Rabbi Dev Noily 

     In March of this year a 
group of Kehilla members 
working on immigration 
issues called a meeting to 
connect people in our 
community who are involved 

in all kinds of work and service with immigrants and 
refugees, and the laws and policies affecting them. 
    Here are some of the ways people who came to the 
meeting are engaged: 

 Working with Nueva Esperanza to form 
accompaniment teams who provide direct 
support to newly arrived Central American 
immigrants; 

 Supporting LGBT refugees through the Jewish 
Family and Community Services of the East 
Bay LGBT refugee resettlement program ; 

 Working with Jewish Voice for Peace doing 
neighborhood canvassing focused on 
welcoming refugees and ending Muslim 
profiling; 

 Participating in monthly vigils at the ICE West 
County Detention Facility to support 
immigrant detainees and their families; 

 Exploring Kehilla's potential to be a sanctuary 
synagogue for those who face deportation; 

 Providing legal or counseling services to 
immigrants; 

 Providing direct or financial support for Syrian 
and other refugees in Europe, through the 
Hebrew Immigrant Aid Society (HIAS) and 
other agencies; 

 Working with the East Bay Interfaith 
Immigration Coalition; 

 Providing support to Syrian refugees coming 
to the U.S. 

    I left that meeting inspired and moved by the 
incredible energy among people in the Kehilla 
community.  There are so many ways that so many 
people are supporting immigrants and refugees, 

fighting against deportations and human rights 
abuses, and advocating for policy changes that reflect 
our commitment to welcome people who are fleeing 
war, persecution and social and economic turmoil.   
    One thing that came up at the meeting was the 
need to let more people know about the work that’s 
happening, and to help more people join in.  How 
could we get word out about where contributions are 
needed and how people contribute—whether 
someone has an occasional few hours or dollars to 
give, or has housing to share, or can offer an ongoing 
gift of time? 
    When the Spiritual Leadership team (Rabbi David, 
Hazzan Shulamit, Avi Rose, Rabbi Burt, Howard 
Hamburger, Sandra Razieli, Sharon Grodin and myself) 
met to consider our theme for this year’s High Holy 
Days, “immigrants and refugees” emerged as a 
compelling choice.  We saw at least a trio of 
interconnected reasons to dig into this ground:  (1) the 
urgent humanitarian and justice issues underlying the 
unprecedented migration underway, (2) the energy 
already flowing in Kehilla to address the crises, and (3) 
the potential for our coming together for High Holy 
Days to help more people respond to the crises.  
    One more reason to let ourselves be guided by this 
theme is its profoundly rich spiritual terrain.  
Experiences of seeking refuge, migrating, yearning for 
home and offering harbor and kindness to those 
fleeing from danger open up the big questions that all 
of us sometimes face in moments of stillness.  What is 
the sense of disorientation, separateness or apartness 
that we sometimes feel? How do we come to be at 
home in the world and in ourselves? What is our 
longing for connection and at-one-ment—where does 
it come from, and where can it lead us? What are our 
personal and communal histories of migration and 
how do they shape us? How can we move toward 
harmony and balance between our unique individual 
experience and our shared connection to all that is? 

[continued on p. 19]
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Renew Your Membership Now! 
    Kehilla members in good standing will automatically 

receive complimentary admission to High Holy Day 
services when you renew your membership for 2015-16.  

Your admission to High Holy Day services will be your 
name at the door, along with your name tag.  

    To renew your membership, please visit our website at 
www.KehillaSynagogue.org.     

 

Discounts 
On First-Time Membership 

    We are offering a discount on membership dues 
through December 1, 2016. Dues are $200 for Adults 
under 30, and $660 for Adults 30 and over, and will 
include tickets to all High Holy Day services. Conversely, 
any payment made for High Holy Day tickets can be 
applied to the cost of membership. Payment plans can be 
arranged. 

   Visit the website at www.KehillaSynagogue.org and 
click on “JOIN” for more information, or  contact Sasha at 
(510) 547-2424 x100 or Sasha@KehillaSynagogue.org.   

 

 

High Holy Day Tickets  
for the General Public 

Tickets to services  for the general public can be 
ordered on the website at 

http://kehillasynagogue.org/highholydays/  

Tickets will also be available 
 for purchase at the door. 

High Holy Days Schedule 
The Bird of Many Colors:  

A Pre-Holy Days Ingathering 
Saturday, September 24  

Social hour at 7:15, Program at 8pm 

Erev Rosh Hashanah at Scottish Rite Center  
Sunday, October 2, 6:30pm  

Rosh Hashanah at Scottish Rite Center  
Monday, October 3, 9:30am  

Rosh Hashanah Family & Youth Service 
 at Scottish Rite Center 
Monday, October 3, 10am 

Rosh Hashanah Toddler Services 
at Scottish Rite Center 

Monday, October 3, 10:15am 

Second Day Rosh Hashanah at Kehilla  
Tuesday, October 4, 9:30am 

Shabbat Shuvah at Kehilla 
Saturday, October 8, 10:30am 

Kol Nidre at Scottish Rite Center 
 Tuesday, October 11, 6:30pm  

Kol Nidre Family Service at Kehilla  
Tuesday, October 11, 6:30pm 

Kol Nidre Toddler Service at Kehilla  
Tuesday, October 11, 6:30pm 

Yom Kippur Day at Scottish Rite Center  
Wednesday, October 12, 9:30am  

Yom Kippur Youth Service for 6th-8th Graders 
at Scottish Rite Center 

Wednesday, October 12, 10am 

Yom Kippur Afternoon/Evening at Kehilla 
Wednesday, October 12 

2:00-4:30pm: Drop off potluck offerings* 
2:30-3:30pm: Workshops 

 4:30pm: Yizkor (Remembrance) 
5:15pm: Rabbi Burt Teaching, Healing Service & Dukhanen  

6:30pm: Ne’ila (Closing the Gates) 
8pm: Community Potluck Break-fast 

*Please bring a vegetarian main dish to share. Food can be 
dropped off at Kehilla between 2:00 & 4:30pm or at 7:45pm 

 

 

KKeehhiillllaa  HHiigghh  HHoollyy  DDaayyss  
22001166//55777777 

http://www.KehillaSynagogue.org.
http://www.KehillaSynagogue.org
mailto:Sasha@KehillaSynagogue.org.
http://kehillasynagogue.org/highholydays/
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Executively Speaking  
A New Year: Looking Ahead 

                                         by Michael Saxe-Taller, Executive Director 
      

       It is again that time of the Jewish 
cycle when we reflect on the past year    
and imagine the one that is coming.   
     This year, my first full Jewish year at 
Kehilla, was filled with important 

moments and solid growth for us as a congregation. We 
finished the year a stronger, more cohesive community. 
We have increased our membership, solidified our 
finances, updated our technology, prepared for an 
upcoming rabbinic transition and developed even more 
committed congregant leaders (for specifics, see my June 
Kol Kehilla article at http://kehillasynagogue.org/oh-
what-a-year/. I think we can be proud of all that we did 
to strengthen our community and to make constructive 
change in the communities around us. 
     I am jazzed for the year that is coming up. We enter 
the year planted on firm ground,  prepared to face the 
next important set of challenges for us as a community. I 
think these include: 
     Caring for our building – Our physical home is in need 
of some significant repair. In addition, we want our 
building to be more accessible and more welcoming to 
our own community and to those who join us.  
     Completing our Rabbinic transition – Rabbis David and 
Dev will be serving as Co-Rabbis for this year until the  

 
next stage of the transition occurs in July 2017. We will 
have many chances to appreciate Rabbi David for his 
years of work and to prepare for Rabbi Dev’s step into 
the senior rabbinic role. We will also be searching for a 
dynamic new Director of Kehilla School to join our Kehilla 
leadership team.  
     Addressing the issues of a growing community – 
Kehilla grew by 25 member households in the past year 
and we have reason to think that we will continue to 
grow this year as well. We will need to put attention to 
welcoming our new members, as well as to how we 
maintain our intimacy and individual care while we grow. 
     Thinking about our next 5-10 years – As our present 
day situation has become stable, we now have the 
opportunity to image our future as a congregation and to 
strategize and prioritize the steps that will get us there.    
The Kehilla Board and many of our other committees will 
have opportunities to do this kind of thinking. 
     I am excited for the opportunity to engage with you 
this year on these issues and on the many other aspects 
of Kehilla life.  
     May we all have a sweet year of working, building, 
growing and celebrating together as a community. 
L’Shana Tova

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

It's Membership Renewal Time! 

    It is time again for you to renew your annual Kehilla dues pledge. 

     We are excited to have a new membership renewal and registration process, a result of another one of our 
year’s major accomplishments - a new, upgraded database. We now have one form that is used for membership 
renewals, new memberships and religious school registrations. The form will combine all fees and allow you to 
set up a payment plan. We will also be able to automatically update your contact information into the database.  

     We strongly encourage everyone to renew their membership electronically. If you need a paper registration 
form, please contact Sasha Gottfried at 510-547-2424 x100 or Sasha@kehillasynagogue.org  

     You have recently received a letter and a couple of emails outlining the renewal/registration process. You can 
access the renewal/registration form by going to the to the Kehilla website or to the link in the renewal emails.  

     We deeply appreciate your membership in this community and look forward to another year together! 

  

http://kehillasynagogue.org/oh-
mailto:Sasha@kehillasynagogue.org
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Chai Elul Shabbat & 
New Member Welcome 

Saturday, September 10, 10am 

      Join our “Bima Team” for a spirited, musical service as 
we immerse in the month of Elul and prepare for the High 
Holy Days. Our newest members will receive a special 
honor during the Torah service, and we’ll kick off the 
morning with Ketzev Kehilla, our prayerful percussion 
orchestra. Come one, come all! Children most welcome! 
Vegetarian potluck luncheon to follow. Please bring a 
vegetarian dish to share.  Kiddush also sponsored by Ruth 
Goldstone & James Eder in honor of Ruth's mother Merle 
S. Goldstone's yartzheit. 

 

Solar Lights for Gaza Fundraiser & 
 Pre-Shabbat Potluck 

Friday, September 16, 5:30pm 
     This is a special pre-Shabbat Service gathering and 
potluck meal organized by Kehilla’s Greening Committee 
and Middle East Peace Committee. The purpose is to raise 
tzedakah for Rebuilding Alliance’s project to provide solar 
lights for the residents of Gaza where electricity is often 
available for only four or five hours in a day. This is 
especially needed by children who would otherwise study 
at night by hazardous candle or kerosene light. Guest 
speaker: Donna Baranski-Walker, founder of Rebuilding 
Alliance. We will have a Potluck Dinner in the Social Hall 
starting at 6:00.  Please bring a vegetarian or fish dish to 
share.  Followed by Kabbalat Shabbat Service at 7:30. (See 
article, p. 8.) 

 

Elul Shabbat Service with  
the Chevra Kadisha 

Saturday, September 17, 10:30am 

     Led by Rabbi David, Hazzan Shulamit, and Julie 
Nesnansky. Celebrating the completion of our “Sh’mira 
Readings Project.” Sh’mira is the ritual of staying with the 
body of the deceased in the period preceding the funeral 
during which the shomer (“guardian”) traditionally reads 
from the book of psalms. For our members, when they do 
Sh’mira, Kehilla’s Chevra Kadisha has assembled readings 
from innovative and interpretive translations of the psalms, 
some of which we will read at this service. We will have a 
short Torah reading that morning with one aliyah. 
Deuteronomy 22:6-12. If you want to chant this, email 
Rabbi David.  In the Fireside Room. Kiddush sponsored by 
the Chevra Kadisha. 

A Community Forum on the  
Movement for Black Lives Platform 

Study & Conversation 
Sunday September 18, 3:30 – 7:00pm 

     Join us as we come together to study the 
platform as a community and to listen deeply to 
what the Movement’s leaders are saying. Rabbi 
David, Rabbi Dev, Hazzan Shulamit, and Rabbi Burt 
have endorsed the Movement for Black Lives 
Platform as individuals.  We invite you to read the 
entire platform, either ahead of time or at the 
Forum.   
    Our intention is to create a community forum 
that centers the Platform’s demands for racial and 
economic justice, while making space for the 
complex emotional responses that may arise for us 
in relationship to Jewish identity, racial identity and 
all the aspects of ourselves that make each of us 
who we are. 
    ( See article on p. 9 for details.)  

Kehilla High Holy Days Art Reception 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Saturday, September 17, 3:30-6:30pm 

     Kehilla is honored to present a group show 
reflecting this year’s High Holy Days theme of 
Immigrants. Refugees. Longing. Home. For the first 
time, Kehilla will be using art to deepen our 
individual and collective connection to the High Holy 
Days. 
     Over 20 Kehilla members have contributed more 
than 30 pieces, including sketches, paintings, mixed 
media, ceramics, photos, and narrative. The work is 
both beautiful and powerful. We invite you to join us 
at the artists’ reception.  Thanks to the talent and 
generosity of our congregation, art will be displayed 
not only in the Fireside Room but throughout the 
synagogue. Light refreshments will be served. We 
look forward to seeing you there! 
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A Gym for Writers 
     Have you always wanted to explore writing and 
other writers, but need a supportive environment 
to get the ink going? Here's an open invitation for 
all those who'd like to discuss forming a Jewish-
based writing group. 
     The possibilities might include — a place where 
we can generate new writing based on prompts 
and other self-starters, exchange information 
about our favorite Jewish writers and poets, read 
together, or something else.  
      If interested, please contact Lenore Weiss at 
webcontentlw@gmail.com  with "Gym for 
Writers"  in the subject line.   

Yoga for Renewal: 
Rooted in Jewish Mystical Teachings 

with Julie Emden of Jewish LearningWorks 

 

Sunday, September 18, 2:00-4:00pm 

     Integrate, mind, body, heart and spirit. Enhance 
your practices for living in balance and wellness with 
this gentle, grounded Iyengar-based yoga and 
movement practice infused with themes of 
realignment and renewal for the Jewish New Year. 

     Location:  4th Street Yoga, 1809 4th St., Berkeley 
     Cost:  $25.   Register: yogasept20.eventbrite.com 

     Co-sponsored by 4th Street Yoga, Chochmat HaLev, 
Congregation Netivot Shalom, Kehilla Community 

Synagogue, Temple Sinai Oakland. 

     Contact: jemden@jewishlearningworks.org 
About Julie Emden:  Julie directs the Embodied Jewish 
Learning Initiative at Jewish LearningWorks. A graduate of 
five fellowship and certification programs related to her 
work as a Jewish Educator and as a Yoga, Movement and 
Dance Instructor, Julie holds a BA from the University of 
Michigan. She holds teaching certifications in Iyengar-
based yoga from the Yoga Room in Berkeley, in Yoga and 
Jewish Spirituality from Elat Chayyim Center for Jewish 
Spirituality, and in Movement-based Expressive Arts from 
Tamalpa Institute.  

 “We Are the Bridge” Exhibit Reception 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Sunday, September 18, 1- 3 pm 
     This exhibit showcases works by artists of multiple 
faith traditions, and is sponsored by the Faith Trio 
(Kehilla, Islamic Cultural Center, and Montclair 
Presbyterian).  It includes a large selection from the 
May 2015 interfaith exhibition held at the Islamic 
Cultural Center of Northern California. Kehilla artists 
Tamar Raine, Susan Freundlich and Lea Delson are 
represented in this exhibit, along with many other 
wonderful artists.  Free Reception with Music. 

 At Osher Marin JCC  
 200 North San Pedro Rd. San Rafael 

 
Mission Dolores Window by Lea Delson 

 

The Bird of Many Colors: 
A Pre-Holy Days Ingathering 

Saturday, September 24 
Shmooze: 7:15pm  Program: 8pm 

     Gather with us one week before Rosh Hashanah, as 
we turn together toward the Days of Awe. This year, 
rather than observing Selichot with a service, all are 
welcome to an evening of community, music, stories, 
meditation and reflection.  

      Join us in the social hall for a little nosh and 
socializing, followed by a program led by the Kehilla 
spiritual leadership and musical prayer leaders, as we 
focus our awareness and maybe set some intention for 
our experience of the holy days.   If you are new to 
Kehilla, or to Kehilla’s observance of the High Holydays, 
this evening is a lovely way to begin the experience.  If 
you’re accustomed to the Selichot services of the last 
few years, you’ll find a similar opportunity in this 
program for settling into intention and reflection. 

 

mailto:webcontentlw@gmail.com
mailto:jemden@jewishlearningworks.org
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"Mrs. Reiff And The Counterfeit Shop" 
by Stephanie Anne Johnson 

A Staged Play Reading 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Sunday, September 25, 5pm 

     We are delighted to present a staged reading of 
Stephanie Anne Johnson’s newest play. This 
autobiographical portrait begins when teenaged 
Stephanie looks into the window of an art store in 
Englewood, New Jersey. 
      Welcomed by Mrs. Reiff, the owner of the 
Counterfeit Shop, they develop a decades long 
friendship which transcends age, culture, race, and 
religion. There are flashbacks to highlight this 
historical moment on the East Coast when Black 
people and Jewish people shared common cause in 
the quest for social justice. A surprising cultural 
intersection is revealed at the end of the play. 
      Susan Felix, Bruce Bierman, and Stephanie Anne 
Johnson will be the readers. Bruce Bierman will lead 
participants in Jewish dance before an open 
discussion of this play in development.   
     People of all ages are welcome to attend this 
event.  Admission is free. Donations for the actors 
and technician will be gratefully accepted. 

In the Sanctuary 

 

Sukkot Shabbat: 
Friday Evening Potluck in the Sukkah 

 
Friday, October 21, 6:30pm 

    Bring the whole family and join us for a Sukkot 
dinner in the Sukkah (and/or Social Hall). This is not a 
ritual-heavy event – our major purpose is to 
celebrate and be happy which is the very purpose 
the Torah describes for the holiday. We’ll do a few 
blessings, then a potluck dinner, conversation, 
perhaps a chance for kids to make sukkah 
decorations, and then, as you choose to, do the ritual 
of blessing the lulav palm frond and shaking in 
blessing to all the world’s directions with Rabbi 
David.   Remember: Bring a veggie potluck dish to 
share and be joyous! (Fish okay, but no shellfish, 
please.) 

 

Annual Harvest Dinner of the Faith Trio 
“Solidarity: A Spiritual Necessity”  

 

 
Saturday evening, November 5 

 
6:15 Come early if you would like to be present at the 
Muslim evening service 
6:45 Multi-Faith Blessings, Potluck Dinner (see below) 
and Conversation 
 
     The Faith Trio is an alliance of Kehilla Community 
Synagogue, Islamic Cultural Center of Northern 
California, and Montclair Presbyterian Church. Every 
year we hold an autumn gathering. Often we have a 
theme for discussion at the tables. The opening 
question this year: “What is your earliest memory of an 
experience where you met someone from another 
religious background?” Our discussions will focus on 
the spiritual necessity for interfaith solidarity.  
Designated potluck: Kehilla members bring veggy 
salads (fish okay). 

At the Islamic Cultural Center of Northern California 
1433 Madison Street, Oakland near 14th Street 
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Kehilla Neighborhood Brunches Return! 
Sunday, October 16, 11:00am-1:00pm

If you have ever wanted to find out more about the 
Kehilla members in your neighborhood and to make 
connections in your local village - come to a Kehilla 
Neighborhood Brunch!   This year our brunch is on the 
day of the first evening of Sukkot. 

WHERE: We expect to have hosts for Berkeley, 
Richmond, South Oakland and the 
Rockridge/Temescal/Grand Lake/Piedmont area of 
Oakland. WHAT: The hosts will provide juice, coffee 
and tea.   

Guests are asked to bring vegetarian brunch items to 
share. 

Save the Date and look for further announcements in 
the weekly emails or call the office!  We hope to see 
you there!  If you are willing to volunteer your home, 
please email chesed@kehillasynagogue.org.  Your offer 
will be much appreciated. 

Shalom, 
The Chesed Committee 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Erev Simchat Torah Celebration!  
Monday, October 24 

 

 

 

 

at Chochmat HaLev   
2215 Prince St., Berkeley at Fulton. 

Join with all the Bay Area Renewal communities for 
a night of sacred and ecstastic dancing to live 
music and special Torah chanting to celebrate the 
conclusion of our High Holy Day journey.    

6:00pm  Special Kids Celebration with Jen Miriam 
and Alon Altman, dance and sing around the Torah 
with  puppets, music and friends 

6:30pm Vegetarian potluck dinner 

7:00 pm Maariv, Dancing and Torah service with 
the Shirat HaLev Musicians 

9:30 pm- Kiddush and refreshments 

Donation:  Members of participating organizations: 
$15-10   General Public $20-15   Children: $5 

Save the Date! 

The Buddha & The Ba’al Shem Tov 
With Zoketsu Norman Fischer, Rabbi Burt Jacobson &  

Rabbi Dev Noily  
Come celebrate Rabbi Burt's 80th Birthday! 

Saturday Evening, November 19, 7:30pm 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

   Our own visionary teacher Rabbi Burt and noted poet, 
meditation teacher and Zen Buddhist priest, Norman 
Fischer will be in dialogue, moderated by Rabbi Dev. They 
will explore parallels in the teaching and lives of the 
Buddha and the Ba’al Shem Tov, two enlightened teachers 
who saw the Divine everywhere, and taught the spiritual 
values of mystery, compassion, love and joy. 

   Come and celebrate Rabbi Burt’s 80th birthday and 50th 
year in the rabbinate! The dialogue will be followed by 
delectable desserts and drinks in the Social Hall. 

   PLEASE NOTE – We will be celebrating Rabbi Burt’s 80th 
throughout Shabbat on November 18 & 19.  We will have 
Kabbalat Shabbat services and oneg on Friday night, and 
special Shabbat morning services and lunch on Saturday. 

Sanctuary 
 

 

 

 

mailto:chesed@kehillasynagogue.org.
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Book Discussion Group 
All Kehilla members are welcome to join us for our customary meetings on the second Monday of the month at 7pm in 
the Fireside Room. These books are from the San Francisco Jewiish Community Library and there might be copies to 
borrow. 

Monday, September 12, 7pm 
The Fixer by Bernard Malamud 

     The Fixer (1966) is Bernard Malamud's best-known 
and most acclaimed novel -- one that makes manifest his 
roots in Russian fiction, especially that of Isaac Babel.  
Set in Kiev in 1911 during a period of heightened anti-
Semitism, the novel tells the story of Yakov Bok, a Jewish 
handyman blamed for the brutal murder of a young 
Russian boy. Bok leaves his village to try his luck in Kiev, 
and after denying his Jewish identity, finds himself 
working for a member of the anti-Semitic Black 
Hundreds Society. When the boy is found nearly drained 
of blood in a cave, the Black Hundreds accuse the Jews of 
ritual murder. Arrested and imprisoned, Bok refuses to 
confess to a crime that he did not commit. 
 

 

Monday, October 10, 7pm 
Mystics of Mile End by Sigal Samuel 

     Sigal Samuel’s debut novel, in the vein of Nicole 
Krauss’s bestselling The History of Love, is an imaginative 
story that delves into the heart of Jewish mysticism, 
faith, and family. In the half-Hasidic, half-hipster 
Montreal neighborhood of Mile End, eleven-year-old Lev 
Meyer is discovering that there may be a place for 
Judaism in his life. As he learns about science in his day 
school, Lev begins his own extracurricular study of the 
Bible’s Tree of Knowledge with neighbor Mr. Katz, who is 
building his own Tree out of trash. Meanwhile his sister 
Samara is secretly studying for her Bat Mitzvah with 
next-door neighbor and Holocaust survivor, Mr. 
Glassman. All the while his father, David, a professor of 
Jewish mysticism, is a non-believer. 

 
Solar Lights for Gaza Fundraiser & 

 Pre-Shabbat Potluck 
Please join Kehilla’s Greening and Middle East Peace Committees for a potluck dinner on  

September 16 at 5:30pm and fundraiser to support the children of Gaza. 

         Gaza is still recovering from fifty-one days of 
bombing in 2014. Electricity, water, and sewage systems 
are all still very fragile, and more than 17,000 people are 
still in temporary housing. Families there are affected 
daily by rolling black-outs. Far too often electricity is 
only available for 4 hours per day. Children must do 
their homework by dangerous kerosene lamps or 
candlelight. For the last year, the Rebuilding Alliance, a 
local non-profit organization, has been fundraising and 
shpping solar powered lights to Non-Governmental 
Organizations in Gaza. Our goal is to help raise funds to 
help them send the next pallet of 1,920 solar-powered 
lights to Gaza's children. 
     Our speaker for the evening will be Donna Baranski-
Walker, founder and Executive Director of Rebuilding 
Alliance, who was in Gaza in April to distribute the first 
pallet of solar lights. Rebuilding Alliance is working with 
Palestinian Non-Governmental Organizations in Gaza to 
distribute the solar lights to children and families in 
need. Donna will explain how Rebuilding Alliance is able 
to send the solar-powered lights through the blockade 
following pre-clearance by both Palestinian and Israeli 
Customs. She also will tell us about their NGO partners 
and some of the families she visited in Gaza. This will be 

a rare opportunity to hear directly from someone who 
has spent time in Gaza supporting children and families.  
     Rebuilding Alliance has already delivered three pallets 
of solar lights so children in Gaza can safely study and 
spend time with their families. There are 700,000 
children in Gaza.  Please join us on Sept. 16th to help 
Rebuilding Alliance send more Luci Lights to Gaza's 
children. 
     We will have a Potluck Dinner in the Social Hall 
starting at 5:30. Please bring a vegetarian or fish dish to 
share.  
     And please join us after dinner and the presentation 
for a spirited, musical Kabbalat Shabbat service to sing, 
meditate, dance, and rest in the joy and peace of 
Shabbat. Led by Hazzan Shulamit and Julie Nesnansky. 
     We hope you can join us on September 16 to hear first 
hand from our guest about her experience personally 
delivering solar lights to Gaza. But if you can’t make it, 
please make a donation to this great project!  
     You can donate at this link: 
https://commitchange.com/ca/burlingame-
94010/rebuilding-alliance/events/kehilla-for-gazas-
children 

https://commitchange.com/ca/burlingame-
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You’re Invited: 
A Community Forum on the Movement for Black Lives Platform: 

Study & Conversation 

Sunday September 18, 3:30 – 7:00pm 
by Rabbi Dev Noily 

     In early August the Movement for Black Lives 
Platform was published.  Organizers described their 
project this way: 

In response to the sustained and increasingly visible 
violence against Black communities in the U.S. and 
globally, a collective of more than 50 organizations 
representing thousands of Black people from across 
the country have come together with renewed 
energy and purpose to articulate a common vision 
and agenda. 
Our resistance and rebellion are not new, but like 
other times in history have come to a critical mass, 
and the bravery of those in Ferguson and across 
the country captured the attention of the world. A 
year ago, over 2,000 of us gathered in Cleveland to 
reflect on the state of our movement for liberation 
and celebrate our people, both those who have 
fallen and those who have survived. It was there 
that we began the process of uniting to articulate a 
shared vision of the world we want to live in. 

     The Platform articulates that sweeping and radical 
vision for racial and economic justice. It addresses 
reparations, education, healthcare, housing, policing, 
militarization (domestic and foreign), incarceration, 
criminalization, community control, and other aspects 
of U.S. society and policy that impact Black lives. 
     We’re excited to come together to study the 
platform as a community and to listen deeply to what 
the Movement’s leaders are saying. Rabbi David, 
Hazzan Shulamit, Rabbi Burt and I have endorsed the 
Movement for Black Lives Platform as individuals.  As I 
read the Platform I felt the tectonic plates of racial 
injustice in our country begin to shift.  In the profound 
language of the background pieces I could hear more 
of the stories of Black lives, deepening my awareness 
of the differences between my experience as White 
person and the experiences of so many Black people I 

live alongside.   I heard the Platform as a call to listen 
to Black voices, as a call to compassion, and as a call to 
join more fully in the M4BL struggle to root out the 
injustice that continues to rot the core of our country.  
This feels like an extraordinary historic moment to me, 
and I feel humbled and grateful for the Movement for 
Black Lives as path to justice for all of us. 
     We’d like Kehilla to consider endorsing the Platform 
as an organization as well. This Forum will be our first 
communal conversation about the Platform, and will 
help us to discern the next steps in this process.   
     The primary focus of our learning and 
conversations will be the current and historic 
experiences of Black people in the U.S., and the ways 
that White supremacy has operated, and continues to 
operate in our society and in our souls. 
     We invite you to read the entire platform, either 
ahead of time or at the September 18 Community 
Forum.  The first part of the afternoon will be devoted 
to studying the Platform.  You will find links to a 
summary of the Platform, and to the deeper analysis 
of each of its six parts on our website at this link: 
http://kehillasynagogue.org/event/a-community-
forum-on-the-movement-for-black-lives-platform-
study-conversation/  
     After doing text study with the Platform we’ll have 
a break and a nosh/snack.  The second half of the 
afternoon will be a compassionate listening-style 
session, where people gather in facilitated small 
groups to share their responses, reactions to and 
questions about the platform.  We will have at least 
one small group for People of Color.  We’ll end with 
everyone coming together to share highlights from the 
small group conversations.  You may come for the 
whole time, or just the first half, or just the second 
half.   [continued on p. 13.]

 

http://kehillasynagogue.org/event/a-community-
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New Adult Education Classes Fall 2016 

To Register for Classes: You can register and pay online at www.KehillaSynagogue.org (click on the 
"LEARN" link and then click on Adult Education), or send check payable to Kehilla to Kehilla, 

 1300 Grand Ave., Piedmont, CA 94610.  

 
 
“700 Benches: Experiencing Biblical Hebrew” 
Class 
Begins September 8, 6:30pm 
Taught by Jenna Kemp 
Have you ever wanted to read and understand Torah 
Hebrew? As a first phase in the launch of Kehilla’s new 
“700 Benches” beit-midrash program,  Kehilla is 
offering  a class designed to be an immersive 
experience in the language and structure of biblical 
Hebrew. What do we mean by “immersive?" Think of 
once a week jumping into the deep end of the pool—
with water wings as needed, swim buddies, and a 
lifeguard. 
This class is a multi-level beit-midrash in which 
students will learn the grammar that will allow them 
to begin reading biblical Hebrew without an English 
translation. Working primarily in chevrutah (pairs, 
small groups), we will learn grammar together, while 
simultaneously reading biblical narrative in Hebrew. 
People at all levels of Hebrew abilities are encouraged 
to join. Students will be expected to do some 
homework and memorization, but the emphasis is on 
concepts and resources that will allow you to begin to 
“swim” on your own! 
If you are interested in the class, but need some work 
on your aleph-bet, you will find resources to help get 
you up to speed on our website at this link: 
http://kehillasynagogue.org/online-hebrewbiblical-
text-resources/ 
Prerequisite: Aleph-bet and Vowels 
Dates:  Thursdays, Sept. 8- Sept. 29, Oct. 27, Nov. 3 (A 
six-session series) 
Time: 6:30-8:30pm 
Cost: $150 Kehilla members, $180 General Public.  No 
one turned away for lack of ability to pay the full 
amount. If you are unable to pay the full amount, 
please contact sjgrodin@comcast.net. 
Questions? Contact Jenna Stover-Kemp at 
jennakemp25@gmail.com or Sharon Grodin at 
sjgrodin@comcast.net. No one is turned away for lack 
of funds; please discuss this with us. 

 
 

 
 
Conversion Group  
Begins September 12, 7:30pm 
Led by Rabbi Dev Noily and Sharon Grodin 

 Kehilla’s conversion group is the communal portion of 
a process of individual inquiry that each participant 
anticipates will lead to adopting Judaism.  Kehilla’s 
spiritual leaders Rabbi Dev and Sharon Grodin are 
available to guide participants in their reading, 
selection of classes, and experiences that inform their 
education toward discernment about this decision. 
 The group is not an “introduction to Judaism” class, 
but rather a forum where participants reflect on and 
share insights about the studies and experiences each 
is undertaking within Kehilla and elsewhere.  The 
group meets once a month for 1-1/2 hours, which 
typically includes some learning together and 
responding to each others’ questions. Because this 
group is intended to support conversion in the 
context of Kehilla community, after the first two 
sessions, participants are expected to decide whether 
Kehilla is a good fit for them; if so, participants will be 
come members, and if not, participants will be 
supported in finding an alternative for their 
conversion studies. 
If you are interested in this group, please contact 
Sharon Grodin at sjgrodin@comcast.net.  
Dates:  Mondays, Sept. 12, Nov. 14, Dec. 12  
Cost: No charge (but see above about membership).  
Led by Rabbi Dev and Sharon Grodin. 
Location: Sanctuary/Buber Room 

 

http://www.KehillaSynagogue.org
http://kehillasynagogue.org/online-hebrewbiblical-
mailto:sjgrodin@comcast.net.
mailto:jennakemp25@gmail.com
mailto:sjgrodin@comcast.net.
mailto:sjgrodin@comcast.net.
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Adult Education (continued) 
 
"Drumming As Prayer" Class 
A Two-Class Series: September 18 & September 21 
Taught by Debbie Fier, Kehilla Musical Prayer Leader & 
“Heartbeat of the Service"  
     Drumming is an active form of meditation. It 
provides a wonderful way to be present, express 
yourself and learn how to drum with a group in sacred 
community space. At Kehilla, we are creating an 
intergenerational drum group, called Ketzev Kehilla, 
(the Beats of Kehilla), and we have been learning 
some of the rhythms for the Kehilla melodies and also 
drumming at our Chai Shabbat services. 
     This is a two-class series. It can be taken as a series 
or as individual classes. (However, if you want to 
drum at High Holy Days services, you must come to 
both classes.) 
       Those who wish to will have the opportunity to 
drum for our High Holy Days services at the Scottish 
Rite Center in Oakland. Participants who want to join 
us in drumming need to commit to coming to both 
classes of the series (exceptions may be made IF you 
have taken previous ‘Drumming as Prayer’ classes with 
Debbie. In those cases you must come to at least 1 
class). If you have taken this class before, and enjoy 
drumming in our Kehilla circle, please come to the 
class!  We will always learn new rhythms, practice new 
exercises and continue building on what we have 
previously done. 
     All ages and all levels welcome!  Please bring a 
drum if you have one.  If you need a drum for the 
class, please email Sasha@kehillasynagogue.org and 
we will do our best to provide one. Hand percussion 
(shakers, claves, etc.) will be provided. 
     Dates: Sunday, Sept 18 - 4-5:30 and Wednesday,  
Sept 21, 7-8:30 in the Fireside Room.  
    Cost:  2-class series: $36 members/ $46 non-
members; Individual class: $20 members/ $25 non-
members 
    Location: Fireside Room 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Chai Mitzvah Group Forming: “A Jewish Year” 
Begins Sunday, October 16, 5:30pm 

In response to many requests for a more structured, 
group-based program for exploring Judaism, Kehilla is 
offering a Chai Mitzvah group beginning in October.  
What is “Chai Mitzvah,” you ask?  It’s a curriculum and 
structure created by a Jewish-multidenominational 
(including Renewal) group of rabbis and educators, 
designed to support group study and a period of 
committed personal exploration.  No prior experience 
with Judaism or Hebrew is required.  Here’s what the 
creators have to say about it: 

“Chai Mitzvah is a unique adult engagement program 
that encourages an integrated, experiential approach 
to Jewish life through five simple components. Each 
participant:  

1. Attends monthly group learning with a set 
curriculum provided by Chai Mitzvah.  

2. Chooses an independent study topic for the year.  

3. Chooses a ritual/spiritual practice to take on for the 
year.  

4. Chooses a social action activity to commit to for the 
year.  

5. Celebrates the journey!”  

In our case, we’ve chosen “A Jewish Year” as an 
overarching theme. Participants will investigate and 
experience the Jewish calendar as it occurs, separately 
or together, as interests dictate.  Our mitzvah group 
will meet on third Sundays starting in October, with 
minimal costs set to cover our fee from Chai Mitzvah 
for the materials (the more participants, the lower the 
cost, but we are setting the initial registration fee 
$18/person for the 9-month period).  The group may 
decide to engage speakers or project leaders on 
particular topics and share the cost of that additional 
enrichment.  For more information about the 
program, see www.chaimitzvah.org.  For questions 
about our group, contact sjgrodin@comcastnet. 

Dates: Monthly for 9 months, beginning Sunday,  
Oct. 16, 5:30-7pm 

Cost: $18/person 

Location: Back classsroom, main floor 

mailto:Sasha@kehillasynagogue.org
http://www.chaimitzvah.org.
mailto:sjgrodin@comcastnet.
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Adult Education (continued) 
 

Elements of Magical Judaism 
Begins Monday, October 16, 6:00pm 
with Reclaiming* Teachers  
Jude Elf & Maggid Jonathan Furst 
Join us for a six-week exploration of Earth-based 
Judaism through the elements of Earth, Air, Fire, 
Water and Spirit. Develop personal practices and 
improvisational ritual co-creation skills, blending 
modern G!ddess-oriented magic with traditional 
Jewish and ancient Hebraic spirituality.  
Dates: Mondays, October 17 - November 21, 6pm  
Cost: $240-$90 sliding scale 
Location: Sanctuary 
For More Info: contact jfurst@pobox.com or  
415-516-4904 
*Learn more about Reclaiming here: 
http://www.reclaiming.org/  
Co-sponsored by the Jewitch Collective and Derech 
Ha'Aretz Outdoor Yeshiva 
 
I Never Knew Hebrew Could Be So Much Fun 
Class 
Begins Sunday, October 23, 10:30am 
Taught by Bracha Stone 
Once again Bracha is offering her fabulous course in 
beginning Hebrew. Absolutely no previous Hebrew 
experience is required or expected. Come and find out 
why you don’t have to know very much at all in order 
to have Hebrew take on a very special place in your 
life. Bracha loves to teach this class since adults tend 
to be very compliant students and they ask such 
serious questions. Form a community of like-minded 
adults, play games, sing songs and learn, learn, learn.  
Repeaters welcomed!! 

Dates:  Sunday, Oct. 23, 30, Nov. 6, 10:30am-11:45am 
Cost:  $54 members, $66 nonmembers 
Location: Given at the time of registration. 
Call Bracha for questions or concerns. 510-703-2220. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Personalizing Our Experience With Jewish 
Liturgy 
First meeting: Sunday, October 23, 6:30pm 
A new group convened by Bracha Stone 
Designed for those who want to explore an expanded 
and creative relationship to Jewish liturgy. While there 
is no expectation of a belief in "God," this group is 
designed for those who desire to personally connect 
to "something-bigger-than-us" and/or "the-wisdom-
deep-within-us." We will witness and be witnessed as 
we explore our attraction and creative responses to 
traditional Jewish prayer practice. We will meet 
together once a month for 5 months. We will also 
participate in a weekly email conversation concerning 
our intentions, and the challenges and blessings we 
experience as we enact our them. 
Dates:  First meeting is Sunday, Oct. 23, 6:30-8:30. 
There will be a meeting at the same time in the 
evening in November, December, January and 
February. Specific dates for each month will be 
determined by October 1st.  
Cost:  $120 members, $150 nonmembers 
Location: Given at the time of registration.  
Call Bracha for questions or concerns. 510-703-2220.  

A Class in the Poetic Word 
Begins Wednesday, October 26, 7pm 
Taught by Lenore Weiss 
Come learn about several outstanding twentieth-
century American Jewish poets, including a number of 
contemporary writers. The four-session class will 
examine work by poets who express diverse 
connections to the Jewish experience.  For the first 
hour of each session, we will examine and discuss the 
poet’s work. Using writing prompts from the readings, 
during the second hour we will respond to the poetry 
in whatever written form we choose. Open to all. No 
writing experience is required. Special guest visits by 
local poets. All lovers of the word are encouraged to 
participate. Bring a notebook and pen. 
Dates: Wednesday, Oct. 26, Nov.  9,  Nov. 23, Nov. 30, 
7-9pm 
Cost: $88 members, $112 nonmembers 
Location: Fireside Room 
 

mailto:jfurst@pobox.com
http://www.reclaiming.org/
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A Community Forum on the Movement for Black Lives Platform 
[continued] 
     Part of the platform, called Invest/Divest, deals 
with connections between U.S. military spending and 
interventions abroad on the one hand, and the lack of 
funding for domestic social needs and militarization of 
U.S. police on the other hand. This part of the 
platform also addresses U.S. military support for Israel 
and the unjust treatment of Palestinians under 
Occupation, using language that some Jewish people 
and organizations have objected to strongly.   
     Our intention is to create a community forum that 
centers the Platform’s demands for racial and 

economic justice, while making space for the complex 
emotional responses that may arise for us in 
relationship to Jewish identity, racial identity and all 
the aspects of ourselves that make each of us who we 
are.  
     Please be in touch with us if you have questions or 
feedback.  
     RSVP if you can  to Sasha@kehillasynagogue.org.  
 – it will help us a lot as we plan the afternoon. 

 
 

Join the 30th Annual G.R.I.P. Harmony Walk in Richmond 
To End Hunger & Homelessness-to Benefit the Greater Richmond Interfaith Program 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     On October 29, Greater Richmond Interfaith 
Program is hosting its 30th annual Harmony Walk/Run 
to End Homelessness in Richmond. Several Kehilla 
members and members of St. John’s Church joined a 
team last year in memory of David McPhail and Judy 
Abel, GRIP activists who both died in September, 
2015.  
     That team raised over $1,000 in support of the 
Souper Center, a program operated by GRIP, which 
serves meals to homeless and needy residents and 
also runs a family shelter. David and Irene, his wife, 
both Kehilla members, and Betty Young, started a 
group now called David’s Dinner Group which 
prepares a monthly meal for families staying at the 
GRIP shelter. Several Kehilla members, people who 
had been members of an El Cerrito church where 
David had ministered, and members of St John’s 
Presbyterian Church in Berkeley, are in the dinner 
group as well. 
     David did this Walk every year through 2014. 

Kehilla members have another opportunity this year 
to remember and honor David while helping to ease 
homelessness. 
     We encourage everyone’s participation in or pledge 
of money to the team. We will have a team name and 
a team page set-up with the Harmony Walk website 
by mid-September. 
     The web address with a link to our team page & 
further details will be provided in the Kehilla weekly 
e-mails.    
     Check-in on October 29 begins at 9:00 a.m. The Run 
starts at 10:30 a.m. The Walk starts at 10:45 a.m. You 
can walk or run for as much, or as little, a distance as 
you want.  And, there will be a festival in the park 
after the walk.  
     Please consider sending a donation or joining the 
team after the team page is setup. If you have 
questions about the team, feel free to contact Sue 
Goldberg directly at suegoldberg@sbcglobal.net 

 
Pictured: Alex Madonik, Ruthie Levin, Richard Speiglman, Sue Goldberg 

 

mailto:Sasha@kehillasynagogue.org.
mailto:suegoldberg@sbcglobal.net
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An Interview with Spiritual Leader Avi Rose 
by Bill Lazarus

     More refugees are 
fleeing persecution now 
than at any time since the 
end of World War II, says 
Avi Rose, who has spent 
most of his life as a political 
and social activist, and who 
now finds himself turning 
more and more to issues of 
immigration and the flood 
of people seeking safe 
haven. With millions of 
refugees left homeless and 
nationless as the result of 
warfare in Syria and 
elsewhere, Avi sees the 

Jewish response as extending “beyond empathizing. 
“It’s identifying,” he says. “We need to see ourselves 
as coming out of Egypt.” 

     “We were strangers. We know the heart of the 
stranger,” adds Avi, who is executive director of 
Jewish Family and Community Services East Bay . That 
“central narrative” of the Jewish people is a key these 
days to the work of JFCS. About 2,000 of the 8,000 
people it annually serves are refugees and other 
immigrants. While the work of JFCS has historically 
been geared toward helping the Jewish community, it 
is not exclusively so. Avi says, “Tikkun Olam is not 
about bringing healing only to the Jewish people. It’s 
about “olam.” It’s about the world as a whole.” 

     When Avi started work at JFCS in 2005, the agency 
was already involved with helping immigrants from all 
over the world. When the surge of Jewish immigration 
from the Former Soviet Union subsided in the 1990’s, 
JFCS began to serve people from other countries, 
including Afghanistan, Bosnia, Cambodia, Iran, Iraq 
and Syria. Many of these refugees are Muslims. JFCS 
currently helps numerous families from Afghanistan, 
many of whom were subject to persecution after 
assisting Americans in the war against the Taliban. 
JFCS also has devoted itself to helping LGBT refugees 
fleeing particularly harsh oppression because of their 
sexual orientation or gender identities. 

     As a youth, Avi grew up mostly in Phoenix in a 
liberal Jewish family, largely out-of-kilter with the 

mostly right-wing community. His dad hailed from the 
Bronx, and was himself the son of immigrant parents 
who made their way to the United States from 
Lithuania. When Avi was 13, he moved with his family 
to Sacramento, and soon started spending time in the 
Bay Area. It was the late 1960s and “politics, drugs and 
rock and roll — it was all here.” 

     Avi became a political activist in high school, and 
chose to go to college at Brandeis, which was a hotbed 
of leftist politics. While he came out as a gay man in 
college, his activism was focused more on anti-war 
work and economic issues. After college, he worked 
for a period as a union steward. Avi joined other 
progressive Jews in the Boston Committee to 
Challenge Antisemitism and became, in the 1980s, 
involved in New Jewish Agenda, a national 
organization that he co-chaired, and that focused on a 
wide variety of issues, including Mid-East peace, 
feminism, disarmament, LGBT rights, oppression in 
Central America and the sanctuary movement. Avi 
also took up work battling AIDS, and co-edited Twice 
Blessed, a book about gay and lesbian Jews. 

     While Avi was aware of immigration issues, it 
wasn’t then a focus of his work and activism. That 
changed in 2005 when he started at JCFS and found it 
“powerful” to be working to help both Russian Jews 
and Afghan Muslims. “I’m really impressed by the 
resilience of most of the refugees whom we are 
helping.  They are individuals with their own quirks, 
strengths and shortcomings, and most have 
experienced significant trauma. It is a huge 
undertaking to leave your home – everyone and 
everything you know – and start your life over again in 
a new country..” 

     While, culturally, the Bay Area is “really welcoming, 
economically, this is a really hard area to come to,” Avi 
says. As a result, families crowd into small living 
quarters together, and people work two or three jobs 
to get by. 

     At seders, Avi has hosted refugees. “It’s powerful to 
be at a seder with somebody who has recently had to 
‘leave Egypt,’” he says. Avi also asks, “What is more 
Jewish than resettling refugees?” He answers himself 
in a word. “Nothing.”
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A Note on the Israel/Palestine Values Survey 
by Rabbi David J. Cooper 

 
     Last month we send out to every member 
household a survey to determine support for a 
statement of values on Israel/Palestine. One could 
indicate where one stood on a spectrum from very 
much disagreeing to strong agreement (scale of 1 to 
5). 
     As of this writing, 141 responses have been 
received. 
     99 responses are 5’s – strongly agree. (71.7%) 
     26 are 4’s – generally agree (18.8%) 
     7 are 3’s – more or less neutral (5.1%) 
     3 are 2’s – generally disagree (2.2%) 

     3 are 1’s – very much disagree (2.2%) 
     In a few days, I will be reading the many written 
comments on the proposed wording and I plan to 
print some of them in the November Kol Kehilla, with 
the permission of their authors to print with ascription 
or anonymously. 
     The decision to adopt the statement as is (or with 
grammatical changes) will be in the hands of the 
Kehilla Board. Currently the plan is that in October the 
results of the survey and representative comments 
and suggestions will be forwarded to the Board for 
their consideration and action. 

 
Chevra Kadisha Sh'mira Readings Project 

 
    Kehilla’s Chevra Kadisha is pleased to announce the 
completion of our “Sh’mira Readings Project.”  We 
now have two beautiful volumes that can be used by 
the shomrim (“watchers”) –those who sit with the 
body of a community member who has died until the 
time of burial. 
    Traditionally, shomrim read Psalms during the 
sh’mira  (“watching”).  In Kehilla we have provided 
other readings—poetry and prose from Jewish and 
non-Jewish sources as well as portions of our liturgy—
so that each shomer might deepen his or her own 
reflections on the meaning of life and death.   
     As we embarked on revising and expanding these 
additional readings, our discussions and study led us 
to taking a closer look at The Book of Psalms as well.  
We looked at many different translations and 

interpretations and selected the one for each Psalm 
that we thought invoked the values of Jewish Renewal 
movement.  
     A small group from Kehilla’s Chevra Kadisha 
traveled to Boston in June to present a workshop on 
these readings and to discuss Kehilla’s approach to 
sh’mira at the annual K’vod v Nichum (“honor and 
comfort”) conference.  More than thirty people 
attended our workshop and received our presentation 
with great enthusiasm.   
     We will formally present Kehilla’s Readings for 
Shmira and Psalms for Shmira at the Morning Service, 
Sept 17.  We invite the entire community to join in 
our simcha and to learn more about the practice of 
sh’mira.   

 

Finding Your Spiritual Direction 
 
     Spiritual direction is a process of inner listening that 
enables individuals to discern the movement of the 
Spirit in their lives, so they can come to understand 
both the spiritual dimension and the spiritual direction 
of their experience. In this sense, spiritual direction is 
a pathway to teshuvah, toward finding one’s way back 
to the Source that birthed and sustains each of us.  

     Spiritual directors have been trained to help those 
seeking the Spirit to find direction. They also help 
seekers find appropriate spiritual practices. 

     Rabbi Burt offers individual Kehilla congregants 
hour-long meetings in spiritual direction. Any Kehilla 
member is entitled to such a session once a year 
without cost. Burt usually meets with congregants at 
Kehilla on Tuesday afternoons and evenings, several 
times a month. He also sees people at his home in El 
Sobrante at other times during the week. If you are 
interested in meeting with Rabbi Burt, please contact 
him at Rabburt@earthlink.net, or by calling 
510.283.5704. 

 
 

mailto:Rabburt@earthlink.net,


 16 

 
Competing Death Penalty Initiatives on November Ballot 

by Beth Weinberger 
 

     This November we'll have a chance to vote again to 
repeal California's death penalty, replacing it with Life 
Without Possibility of Parole.  Unfortunately, a 
competing measure that would attempt to change the 
appeals process to expedite executions has caused 
confusion, especially as the latter measure's title is 
misleading.  So here's an explanation of each of the 
initiatives with recommendations in keeping with 
Kehilla policy. 

 
The Justice that Works Act of 2016—Proposition #62  

 This is essentially the same as Prop. 34 on the 
2012 ballot, which Kehilla supported.  It would replace 
the death penalty with life without the possibility of 
parole.  It would: 

 End state killing and eliminate the possibility 
of executing innocent people.  Since 1973, 
156 people, convicted of murder, have been 
exonerated, 3 of them in California. 

 Keep dangerous criminals from ever being 
released. 

 Save approximately $150 million a year that 
could be put to more productive use. 

 Increase to 60% the portion of wages earned 
by persons sentenced to life without parole 
that may go to victim restitution funds. 

Recommendation:  Support Prop. 62 
 
Death Penalty Reform & Savings Act of 2016—
Proposition #66 

  Prop. 66 attempts to “reform” a  failed death 
penalty system by changing the appeals process.  It 
would remove current safeguards, limit the ability to 
present new evidence of innocence and set unrealistic 
deadlines for trials and appeals.  The changed 

procedures and new deadlines would force hiring of 
hundreds of new, inexperienced attorneys at taxpayer 
expense. If it succeeded, it would: 

 Increase the chances of wrongful convictions 
and execution of innocent people 

 Interfere with our due process and appeals 
processes, which might be found 
unconstitutional after costly and lengthy 
lawsuits. 

 Authorize the state to house death row 
inmates in new prisons. 

 Model California's system after Texas' rapid 
execution mill. 

 Move appeals from the state Supreme Court 
to local county courts, prioritizing these cases 
and the shortened timelines.  It would 
overwhelm lower courts and severely limit 
their ability to hear other types of cases or 
conduct any other court business. 

Recommendation: Oppose Prop. 66 
 
        This fall you'll have a chance to hear more about, 
question and discuss these initiatives, as well 
as a number of others at a Kehilla Ballot Initiatives 
evening, October 17.  Mark your calendars and see 
Richard Speiglman's article, also in this issue, on some 
of the other initiatives, researched and recommended 
by Oakland Community Organizations (OCO.) 
     If you want more information now about the death 
penalty initiatives; if you want to help with the 
campaigns or donate to them, go to 
www.yeson62.com or contact me at 
bethw0104@mindspring.com.  

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Not Registered to Vote?  
 

Please contact karenrachels@gmail.com 
of Kehilla’s Economic Justice Committee 
She will help you get registered before 

the November election 

http://www.yeson62.com
mailto:bethw0104@mindspring.com.
mailto:karenrachels@gmail.com
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Community Discussion of Ballot Propositions and Local Measures 
by Richard Speiglman 

 
Monday, October 17, 7-9pm 

Kehilla Social Hall 
Sponsored by  

Kehilla Economic Justice Committee, Greening Committee and Anti-Death Penalty Action Group 

Bring yourself, your friends and your family, your questions and your answers 

     When I was a kid in Des Moines, reform Rabbi 
Edward Zerin (Temple B’nai Jeshurun) used to implore 
youth – perhaps it was at our B’nai Mitzvot – to be 
“informed, participating Jews.”  I may have taken this 
to be the 11th Commandment, and I think the 
instruction was responsible for my 50-something years 
of reading at least the local, state, and national news 
sections of the daily newspaper.  Sometime later, a 
sociology professor suggested that the important 
news appears in the business section.  We won’t get 
into the question of sports news. 

     I never fully understood the Jews part of the 
obligation.  But nevertheless I’m pretty sure the 
informed/participating charge includes voting and, to 
the extent possible, understanding the implications of 
your vote prior to casting it. 

     In their length, California ballots present a serious 
challenge.  We need each other’s help to become well-
informed prior to voting.  Instead of sitting home 
alone the night before the election frantically trying to 
decide how to vote on propositions and local 
measures, on the evening of October 17th please join 
other community members to discuss ballot 
measures. 

 Bring your sample ballot (and your mail-in or 
absentee ballot if you have one) 

 Join discussion of some of the most important 
state and local ballot measures (if only we had 
time to tend to all of them!) 

 Written materials on all the state propositions 
and some local measures will be available, 
including recommendations from Kehilla, 
Oakland Community Organizations (OCO), and 
other organizations 

 Kehilla members and others actively engaged 
in working on some of the measures will offer 
brief presentations 

 
See the next page for OCO's recommendations on 

several state, county, and City of Oakland issues.  
We’ll have expanded endorsement information by 
October 17th.   

 
Please forward information on other measures, or 

for other localities, to Richard or Beth: 

rspeiglman@sbcglobal.net  

bethw0104@mindspring.com   

Or bring the information with you on October 17th.   

If possible, RSVP to Beth or Richard (see their 
contact information above.) 

mailto:rspeiglman@sbcglobal.net
mailto:bethw0104@mindspring.com
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Oakland Community Organizations 

Recommendations on CA, Alameda County, and City of Oakland issues 

Number Title or focus Content OCO 
endorsement 

State Propositions 

55 Tax extension 
Extends the temporary personal income tax on 
incomes over $250,000 to fund education and 

health care (Prop 30 extension) 
Support 

56 Tobacco tax Increases the cigarette tax to $2 / pack Support 

 57 Public Safety & 
Rehabilitation Act 

Increases parole chances for felons convicted of 
non-violent crimes and provides more 

opportunities to earn credits for good behavior 
Support 

 62 Death penalty Repeals the death penalty in CA Support* 

64 Adult Use of Marijuana Act 
Legalizes adults’ growing, possessing, and using 

marijuana for nonmedical purposes, with certain 
restrictions; establishes regulatory system for 

legal market.  

Neutral 

Alameda County Measures 

A Affordable Housing bond 
(property tax) 

Funding for a variety of approaches to promote 
affordable housing  Support 

Oakland City and School District Measures  

JJ Protect Oakland Renters 
Act  

Strengthen tenants’ rights by requiring owners to 
petition through the Rent Board for rent increases 

above annual CPI, extending just cause eviction 
protections to buildings built through 1995, and 

increasing Rent Board transparency and 
accountability 

Support 

LL 
Form civilian oversight 
commission of police 

department 
Promotes civilian oversight of police department Support 

KK 
Infrastructure 

improvements bond 
(property tax) 

Funding for a variety of improvements to streets, 
sidewalks, public buildings, and some funds for 

affordable housing 
Neutral  

HH Tax distributors of sugar-
sweetened beverages 

Promotes public health by raising price of sugar-
sweetened beverages Support 

G1 Oakland Unified School 
District  bond (parcel tax) 

Funds educator salary increases and middle 
school improvements (as of last draft seen) No vote (yet) 

* Kehilla recommends a yes vote on Prop. 62 and a no vote on Prop 66 (which would speed-up 
executions).  See accompanying article, “Competing Death Penalty Initiatives on November Ballot" on 
p. 17. 
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Seeking Shelter in the Days of Awe:  
 Immigrants and Refugees, Longing and Home 
[continued from p. 1] 
 
You can read a more complete description of our 
theme below.  Throughout the High Holy Days season 
and beyond, we’ll be integrating the spiritual practices 
of this time with ways to learn about and respond to 
the crises of migration that are shaking our world.  
During High Holy Days services we’ll hear from some 
of the folks in our community about their experiences 
with immigrants and refugees.  We’ll also have 
resources available during services about how to 
connect with local groups and join in efforts to 
respond.   
    And in the months following the High Holy Days, 
we’ll host a series of four community workshops, 
featuring congregants working to support immigrants 
and refugees.  The workshop topics are: Considering 
Offering Housing to a Refugee; Being Part of an 
Accompaniment Team for an Immigrant Family or 
Unaccompanied Minor; Immigration Policy, Advocacy 
and Intersectionality with Economic and Racial Justice 
Issues; and Kehilla as Sanctuary/Refuge for 
Immigrants.  
    May our practice during this season help each of us 
grow toward greater wholeness, joy, compassion and 
justice. 
    Our Theme for 5777:  Immigrants and Refugees, 
Longing and Home  
    A river goes out from the first place that was home, 
to water the garden, and from there it divides and 
becomes four headwaters. (Bereshit 2:10) 
    In the beginning all was one, undifferentiated and 
whole.  To come into the joy of embodied life is also to 
come into separateness.  And to be separate is to long 
for reconnection, to yearn for wholeness and for 
home.  The Yamim Nora’im (High Holy Days) point us 

in the direction of home, and outfit us for the promise 
and uncertainty of the journey.  We soften our hearts 
and open lines of communication with people we’ve 
hurt and who have hurt us.  We practice 
accountability, forgiveness, compassion and 
generosity.  We touch those who are dear to us with 
an extra measure of tenderness and gratitude. 
    This year we set out on this path in a world of 
growing displacement and migration. People forced 
from their homes by war, violence, poverty, drought, 
gentrification, and a swiftly changing climate are 
fighting for survival and searching for a refuge where 
they and their families can be safe.  Some in Kehilla 
are personally impacted, and many in our community 
are stepping up to help--by working to end structural 
violence, by challenging the economics underlying 
displacement, by offering loving personal support to 
immigrants and refugees, by fighting for policies that 
welcome immigrants and refugees, and by joining the 
struggle against deportation, targeting and 
discrimination against people who are undocumented.  
    As a community this year we will enter the inner 
landscape of exile and return.  We’ll encounter the 
stranger who dwells within us, and the stranger who 
dwells among us.  Together we will turn toward this 
tidal wave of displacement, expanding our capacity to 
welcome and support the growing number of 
immigrants and refugees in our midst.  As Torah 
teaches (Lev. 19:33-34), When a stranger resides with 
you in your land, you shall not wrong them.  The 
stranger who resides with you shall be to you as one of 
your citizens; you shall love them as yourself, for you 
were strangers in the land of Mitzrayim. 
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Coming Soon: Pronoun Stickers for Your Nametag 
by Hazzan Shulamit Wise Fairman, Lynn Bravewomon and Rabbi Dev Noily 

  
   As Davey Shlasko writes in the 
Trans*Ally Workbook, 
    “Most of the time, most people 
are on autopilot about pronouns. 
They call all women she, her and 
hers, and all men he, him and his. 
But being on autopilot doesn’t 
always work. Sometimes—
especially, but not only, when 
talking about trans* people—it can 
lead you to call someone a pronoun 
that isn’t what they’re usually 
called or what they want to be 
called.”  
     We are continuing to make 
Kehilla a more welcoming and 
inclusive space for all of our 
members.  All of us appreciate it 
when other people see us as who 
we are.  For  trans* people 
pronouns can be a constant source 
of being seen and affirmed when preferred pronouns 
are used by others; conversely the absence of 
accurate pronouns denies a critical piece of 
recognition and affirmation of identity. 
     Kehilla’s intention to build gender pronoun 
language in our community culture is part of gender-

inclusion efforts that reverse the 
invisibility caused when the wrong 
pronouns are used. 
     As a community of spiritual practice, 
it feels especially important that Kehilla 
be a place where everyone can be seen 
and affirmed in all of who we are.  So 
soon you’ll see a set of pronoun 
stickers next to our nametags. 
 Everyone has the option to add a 
pronoun sticker to your nametag, to let 
others know which pronouns you use.  
By using a sticker, cisgender people can 
support others in our community for 
whom “pronoun autopilot” doesn’t 
work well. 
     Whatever our gender identity, all of 
us have some experiences of resonance 
with the gender we were raised in, and 
some experiences of dissonance with 
the gender we were raised in.  We can 

all lean into those experiences to cultivate our 
compassion for ourselves and each other as we 
navigate this complex and shifting terrain of gender 
identity. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
    

    

A vocabulary moment: 

trans* refers to people whose 
gender identity is different from 

the gender identity they were 
assigned at birth, including 

people who are transgender, 
genderqueer, gender-

nonconforming, gender non-
binary, gender fluid, gender 

fabulous people. 

Cisgender refers to people 
whose gender identity is, for the 

most part, aligned with the 
gender they were assigned at 
birth and in which they were 

socialized. 

Kehilla Sings! 

 
         Interested in being part of a Kehilla Choir this Fall 
and Winter? We may offer this opportunity through 
our Adult Ed program with Bon Singer, a veteran 
cantor and synagogue choir director who has also 
directed Ya'Elah and Kitka.  
     PLEASE click on the following link and fill out a short 
questionnaire by Aug 28 to help us discern whether 
and how to move forward, and pass it on to your 
friends! 

 https://goo.gl/forms/Vd6jFONpn4IphBrK2 

https://goo.gl/forms/Vd6jFONpn4IphBrK2
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The Annual Kehilla Membership Retreat:  
Toward Further Improvements in Accessibility  

by Marilyn Golden & Don Stone 

In our debrief after another successful annual retreat, Kehilla’s Retreat Committee discussed how to achieve further 
improvements in the accessibility of the retreat to all members. Below is a report.  It addresses all dimensions of 
accessibility including affordability, access to the location, planning issues, and mobility access.  
 

Addressing Accessibility  at the Annual Kehilla Summer Retreat

     In the Retreat Committee’s debriefing of this year’s 
retreat, one focus of discussion has been about the 
accessibility challenges of Bort Meadow. There are 
various kinds of accessibility needs, including   
affordability, location, registration constraints, and 
physical mobility, all which contribute to the retreat 
location and experience being attractive and 
welcoming. 
     Affordability. We’ve had many comments that our 
past weekend retreats at retreat centers were out of 
the price range of many individuals and especially 
families—even with elective camping such as at Walker 
Creek Ranch.  
    Location issues: We have had requests for a location 
that is easy to get to on a Friday afternoon for people 
who want to camp the first night—and also for people 
who want make a round trip on Saturday. At Bort 
Meadow and at Walker Ranch, there is lack of cell 
phone reception. This can limit some members’ 
capacity to take part. Sometimes at Bort, there have 
been difficulties getting in and out of the locked gate 
when no one was on duty Friday.  
     Planning flexibility.  We need a site that is big 
enough that it does not require us to commit to a 
certain attendance well in advance. It helps to have 
flexibility that allows for final week commitment to 
attending, or even the day-of. Camping or easy 
commuting helps last minute planning and increases 
the numbers attending—about 25-30% of participants 
sign up or show up the last week. 
     Physical mobility. Challenges come with bumpiness 
or steepness of the terrain, any steps (none at Bort 
Meadow), accessibility to bathrooms (new Bort 
Meadow bathrooms are wheelchair accessible, though 
far from activities), parking availability, drop-off option 
for those needing it, and distance between the 
different stations—food, service, bathrooms, drop-off 
spot. We have had requests from people with mobility 
needs to have more accommodations so that they can 
attend either Bort Meadow, or another site.  
     Given these parameters, we are proceeding in the 
following manner: 

      *Reserve Bort Meadow for a weekend in July 2017 
(already have requested 7/14-16/2017, will hear back 
in late October if we got it). 
     *Tell anyone interested that we welcome their 
research on an alternative site that takes into account 
the factors mentioned above (our deposit for Bort 
Meadow, assuming we get our request, will be small 
enough to forfeit if we find a better site). 
     *Be proactive in responding to accessibility needs. 
Build into the reservation process a way to 
communicate specific needs and figure out best 
practices to meet them. For instance, the registration 
form/website will have a contact person for 
accessibility needs when we start to advertise next 
year’s retreat—Marilyn Golden may be filling this 
function. So coming up with solutions to specific needs 
can be creatively addressed well in advance. 
     Several congregants have already volunteered to 
assist with accessibility issues, including suggesting 
other sites/centers and being available to accompany 
individuals needing assistance to navigate at Bort 
Meadow, which is largely relatively flat, though the 
ground has a bumpy, uneven surface. 
     *Research alternative means of conveyance to 
transport individuals from point to point at the Bort 
Meadow site, possibly in ways that make use of the 
assistance from a volunteer. This research has already 
begun, with an initial finding that vehicles like golf carts 
are probably too expensive to own, rent, or transport 
from rental locations. Kehilla may have access to one 
or more ordinary wheelchairs that can be used. Or, all 
terrain wheelchairs may be one possibility. There may 
be other ways to deal with the bumpy terrain between 
the car turn-around and the dining tables that are not 
dependent upon volunteer assistance, and allow for 
more independent movement. 
     *Other concerns, suggestions, or ideas, regarding 
Kehilla Retreat accessibility issues or how to address 
them? Want to volunteer your assistance? 
     Contact either Marilyn Golden 
at mgolden@dredf.org, or Don Stone 
at donstone1@aol.com or 510-703-0073. 

mailto:mgolden@dredf.org,
mailto:donstone1@aol.com
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On the Origins of Kehilla: 
Social Justice 

                                                     by Rabbi Burt Jacobson 
Note: This is the fifth of a series of 
personal essays on the beginnings of 
Kehilla. Each article shares the 
origins of one or more of the ideals 
and/or values that motivated me to 
start Kehilla. The essays are adapted 

from the manuscript of the book I am in the process of 
completing, tentatively titled There is Only One Love: 
The Ba’al Shem Tov in the Modern World. 
     My passion for social justice came from my mother, 
Gert Jacobson. As the chairwoman of the Anti-
Defamation League in Cleveland during World War II, 
she tried to awaken the Jewish community to the Nazi 
atrocities in Europe. When our family moved to Texas 
in 1947, Gert became the chairwoman of the Anti-
Defamation League in San Antonio. In that capacity she 
worked with teachers in the public schools, instructing 
them on how to promote racial, ethnic and religious 
tolerance in their classrooms.  
     My mother’s commitment to social justice stemmed 
from her father, Ruby Goldberg. My grandfather, who 
was born in Romania, was a women’s tailor. A secular 
Yiddish-speaking Jew, he was strongly drawn to 
socialism. He became a negotiator for the International 
Ladies’ Garment Workers Union in New York. My 
mother remembered him coming home from the 
negotiations, infuriated by the tightfisted attitudes of 
the factory owners. He would go to the kitchen, pick up 
a carving knife and bang it repeatedly on the counter. 
“Those G… d…. bosses, those G… d…. bosses, they 
won’t give us a nickel! They won’t give us a nickel! 
      I did not hear that story until I was an adult, but I 
learned about the biblical prophets as a young student 
in the religious school of Temple Beth El in San 
Antonio. I came to admire the commitment of the 
Reform movement to social justice. 
       Yet, I did not study the words of the biblical 
prophets until I entered rabbinical school. In 1961, as a 
second-year student at the Jewish Theological 
Seminary, I took a seminar with Abraham Joshua 
Heschel on the prophets. By this time, Heschel was well 
on his way to becoming the most well-known Jewish 
religious thinker in the United States.  
       Heschel had completed his dissertation on the 
prophets in the late 1930s in Germany, just as the Nazi 
regime had come into power. In the late 1950s he 
decided to rewrite the book in English. The members of 

our seminar were privileged to read the galley proofs 
of The Prophets with him.  
    In the book’s introduction, Heschel wrote: 
     The things that horrified the prophets are even now 
daily occurrences all over the world. There is no society 
to which Amos’ words would not apply. 

Listen to this, you merchants who crush the 
poor,and trample on the needy! You who are 
thinking,“When will this New Moon festival  
finally be over so that we can sell our grain, and 
this Sabbath day, so we can market our wheat? 
Then we will tamper with the scales, making the 
bushel-measure smaller and the shekel-weight 
bigger. And then we can make slaves of the 
poor, buying them for their debt of a piece of 
silver or a pair of sandals, and we will even get 
paid for moldy wheat.”YHWH, the Pride of Israel, 
has sworn: ‘’I will never forget what you have 
done!’  Amos 8:4-7 

      Indeed, [Heschel continued] the sort of crimes and 
even the amount delinquency that fill the prophets of 
Israel with dismay do not go beyond that which we 
regard as normal, as typical ingredients of social 
dynamics. To us, a single act of injustice—cheating in 
business, exploitation of the poor—is slight; to the 
prophets, a disaster. To us injustice is injurious to the 
welfare of the people; to the prophets, it is a 
deathblow to existence; to us, an episode; to them, a 
catastrophe, a threat to the world.  
     Heschel’s prose was incandescent. I found his ability 
to enter the consciousness of the prophets utterly 
remarkable. As a result, the voices of the prophets 
have both stirred and haunted me throughout my life. 
     In the following years I found myself especially 
drawn to Amos, the first of the literary prophets, who 
focused almost exclusively on the necessity for social 
justice. Amos seemed totally relevant to the political 
climate of the late 1960s. Indeed, the Reverend Martin 
Luther King, Jr., who became Heschel’s friend and 
colleague, often cited Amos’ words. The day before he 
was assassinated in 1968, King delivered a speech in 
support of the striking sanitation workers in Memphis, 
in which he said:    

"Somehow the preacher must have a kind of fire 
shut up in his bones. And whenever injustice is 
around he must tell it. Somehow the preacher must  
[continued on next page] 
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On the Origins of Kehilla (continued) 
 
be an Amos, who said, “When God speaks, who can 
but prophesy?” Again with Amos, “Let justice roll 
down like waters and righteousness like a mighty 
stream.”  

       In the late 1960s I taught classes about Amos and 
his message to both high school students and adults. I 
emphasized the prophet’s fiery denunciations of 
corruption, wealth, luxury, perversion of justice and 
superficial religion.  

       As I thought about starting a synagogue in the early 
1980s, the fierce voice of Amos called out to me. I felt 
that this radical prophet of justice simply had to be 
given a platform in a city like Berkeley, which had been 
strongly identified with rapid social change, civic 
unrest, and political upheaval in the 1960s and ‘70s. 
The political Left was still robust and there were 
moral/political issues— the Israel-Palestine conflict, 
nuclear weapons, central American refugees—that 
cried out to be dealt with from a prophetic religious 
perspective. 

 
Thank you for Your Generosity 

 

Bar/Bat Mitvah Program 
Susan Coto McKenna and Rafael Coto 

General Fund 
Jane Weisbin and Charles Reilly 

Nueva Esperanza Accompaniment Teams (NEAT) 
Hope Friedman 
Irene McPhail 

Carolyn Schour 
Herbert Salomon and Marcia Liberson 

Simone Masson 
Lisa Rothman 
Ralph Silber 

Sandy Vaughn 
And members of Kehilla's three Accompaniment Teams 

Rabbi's Discretionary Fund 
David Levine and Laurel Zien

All Congregants Deserve A Safe Home 

If you or anyone in your home is experiencing: 
     >Child abuse  
     >Elder abuse  
     >Dependent adult abuse  
     >Teen dating violence 
     >Intimate partner violence (domestic violence) 
    The Kehilla Committee Against Abuse (CAA), working along side the Spiritual Life Practices Committee (SLPC), is 
here to help you become or remain safe.   If you are experiencing any kind of abuse, please call: Steven Falk, long-
time Kehilla member, at (510) 708-0517; Julie Patrusky, experienced domestic violence counselor and long-time 
Kehilla member, at (510) 528-0299; or Rabbi David at (510) 547-2424 x103.   Call the Shalom Bayit (Peace in the 
Home) helpline for counseling and advocacy for teen dating violence and domestic violence issues at: (866) SHALOM-
7 (742-5667) toll-free within the Bay Area or (510) 451-7233 (SAFE) outside the Bay Area.
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September 2016 
Fri., Sept. 2, NO Kabbalat Shabbat service tonight. 
Please join us on Friday night, Sept 16.  

Sat., Sept 3, 10:30am, Elul Shabbat Service on the 
Marina – Rosh Chodesh. Yes, it is one month to go to 
Rosh Hashanah and at this special outdoor service on 
the Marina we will celebrate the New Moon of Elul 
which includes Hallel, the musical holiday celebration 
prayers, led by Beth Dickinson. Discussion led by Rabbi 
David on our High Holy Day theme on our how our 
work on immigration and refugees connects to our 
Jewish path. Check the website for location. Bring a 
chair with you and prepare to dress warmly. Kiddush to 
follow.  Please bring vegetarian finger foods to share, if 
you are able.  

Tues., Sept. 6, 7:30pm. Middle East Peace Committee 
Meeting. Back classroom. 

Wed., Sept. 7, 7:50am Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room. (Enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview.)  Doors open at 7:50 a.m., 
short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30, 
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. 

Wed., Sept. 7, 6:30pm  Spiritual Life Practices 
Committee Meeting.  Fireside Room. 

Thurs., Sept. 8, 4-6pm. Kehilla School. Please enter 
through the kitchen door. 

Thurs., Sept. 8, 6:30pm. "700 Benches: 
Experiencing Biblical Hebrew." Taught by Jenna Kemp 
First class of the series.. (See details on p. 10)  

Fri., Sept. 9, 6:30pm, Friday Night Peace Walk with 
Rabbi David and OCO. This is an easy opportunity to 
really be part of the movement for peace in our own 
community led by Oakland Community Organizations’ 
Ceasefire campaign. Rabbi David has affirmed to OCO 
that we will try to have at least ten Kehilla folk join him 
at these walks for community peace.. The campaign is 
many-sided, including the training and mobilization of 
neighborhood peace interveners, the retraining of 
police, and a weekly peace walk with local 
congregations to support a “culture of peace and 
healing” in neighborhoods at risk. Rabbi David reports 
that he has done this about 10 times and it is an 

especially nice way to meet people from across the 
spectrum of Oakland communities.Meet inside First 
Mt. Sinai Church, 1970 86th Ave. For info, call 510-606-
5064.    

Sat., Sept. 10, 10am. Chai Elul Shabbat and New 
Member Welcome. Join our “Bima Team” for a 
spirited, musical service as we immerse in the month of 
Elul and prepare for the High Holy Days. Our newest 
members will receive a special honor during the Torah 
service, and we’ll kick off the morning with Ketzev 
Kehilla, our prayerful percussion orchestra. Come one, 
come all! Children most welcome! Vegetarian potluck 
luncheon to follow. Please bring a vegetarian dish to 
share.  Kiddush also sponsored by Ruth Goldstone & 
James Eder in honor of Ruth's mother Merle S. 
Goldstone's yartzheit. 

Mon., Sept. 12, 7pm. Book Discussion Group. We will 
discuss The Fixer by Bernard Malamud. Fireside Room. 
(See p. 8 for details.) 

Mon., Sept. 12, 7:30pm. Conversion Group. Buber 
Room. (See p. 10 for details.) 

Tues., Sept. 13, 7pm. Generosity Committee meeting. 
Fireside Room. 

Wed., Sept. 14, 7:50am Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room. (Enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview.)  Doors open at 7:50 a.m., 
short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30, 
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. 

Thurs., Sept. 15, 4-6pm. Kehilla School. Please enter 
through the kitchen door. 

Thurs., Sept. 15, 6:30pm. "700 Benches: 
Experiencing Biblical Hebrew." Taught by Jenna Kemp. 
(See details on p. 10.)  

Fri., Sept. 16, 5:30-7:30pm Solar Lights for Gaza 
Fundraiser and Pre-Shabbat Potluck: This is a special 
pre-Shabbat Service gathering and potluck meal 
organized by Kehilla’s Greening Committee and Middle 
East Peace Committee. The purpose is to raise 
tzedakah for Rebuilding Alliance’s project to provide 
solar lights for the residents of Gaza where electricity is 

Kehilla Community Synagogue 
1300 Grand Avenue (at Fairview) 

Piedmont, CA  94610 
(510) 547-2424 

Please come fragrance-free to all Kehilla events, 
for the health of people with respiratory conditions 

and chemical sensitivities. 
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often available for only four or five hours in a day. This 
is especially needed by children who would otherwise 
study at night by hazardous candle or kerosene light. 
(See article p. 8 .) Guest speaker: Donna Baranski-
Walker, founder of Rebuilding Alliance. We will have a 
Potluck Dinner in the Social Hall starting at 5:30.  Please 
bring a vegetarian or fish dish to share.  

Fri., Sept. 16, 7:30pm, Kabbalat Shabbat with Hazzan 
Shulamit, Julie Nesnansky, and Beth Dickinson. Join us 
for a soulful and spirited musical evening to welcome in 
the joy and peace of Shabbat.  Kiddush to follow. 
Please bring veggie finger foods to share! 

Sat., Sept. 17, 10:30am, Elul Shabbat Service with our 
Chevra Kadisha, at Kehilla led by Rabbi David, Hazzan 
Shulamit, and Julie Nesnansky. Celebrating the 
completion of our “Sh’mira Readings Project.” Sh’mira 
is the ritual of staying with the body of the deceased in 
the period preceding the funeral during which the 
shomer (“guardian”) traditionally reads from the book 
of psalms. For our members when they do Sh’mira, 
Kehilla’s Chevra Kadisha has assembled readings from 
innovative and interpretive translations of the psalms 
some of which we will read at this service. We will have 
a short Torah reading that morning with one aliyah. 
Deuteronomy 22:6-12. If you want to chant this, email 
Rabbi David.  In the Fireside Room. Kiddush sponsored 
by the Chevra Kadisha. 

Sat., Sept. 17, 3:30-6:30pm. Kehilla High Holy Days Art 
Reception. Fireside Room and throughout the building. 
(See announcement, p.4 for details.) 

Sun., Sept. 18, 3:30-7pm. A Community Forum on the 
Movement for Black Lives Platform Study & 
Conversation. With Kehilla leaders, staff, and 
members.  (See article, p. 9 for details.) Buber Room. 

Sun., Sept. 18, 1- 3 pm, “We Are the Bridge” Exhibit 
Reception at Osher Marin JCC in San Rafael. Sponsored 
by the Faith Trio (Kehilla, Islamic Cultural Center, 
Montclair Presbyterian). Includes at least two artists 
who are Kehilla members, Lea Delson and Susan 
Freundlich. 200 North San Pedro Rd. San Rafael 94903. 

Sun., Sept. 18, 2pm.  Yoga for Renewal. Rooted in 
Jewish Mystical Teachings. With Julie Emden of Jewish 
LearningWorks.  Co-sponsored by Kehilla.  4th Street 
Yoga, 1809C 4th Street, Berkeley, CA 94710. $25 Public 
/$20 members of co-sponsoring organizations. 
Register: tinyurl.com/yoga918.  

Sun., Sept. 18, 4pm. "Drumming As Prayer" class with 
Debbie Fier. Fireside Room. (See p. _ for details.) 

Wed., Sept. 21, 7:50am Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room (Enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview)  Doors open at 7:50 a.m., 

short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30, 
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. 

Wed., Sept. 21, 7pm. "Drumming As Prayer" class with 
Debbie Fier. Fireside Room. (See p. 11 for details.) 

Thurs., Sept. 22, 4-6pm. Kehilla School. Please enter 
through the kitchen door. 

Thurs., Sept. 22, 6:30pm. "700 Benches: 
Experiencing Biblical Hebrew." Taught by Jenna Kemp. 
Back classroom, main floor. (See details on p. 10.)  

Fri., Sept. 23,  6:-9:00 Bar/Bat Mitzvah Shabbat 
Celebration: This evening is for all Bar Bat Mitzvah 
family members and is a required part of the BBM 
Program. Come to the synagogue to welcome in the 
new school year and the New Year with a festive 
Shabbat evening. We will begin with a short table 
service followed by a vegetarian potluck.   Fireside 
Room & Sanctuary. 

Fri., Sept. 23,  6:30pm Tot Shabbat.  For babies and 
children up to 5 years old (or older if they enjoy it) and 
their grown-ups. Led by Jen Miriam Kantor, Alon 
Altman and Jen’s puppet friends. Please bring a 
vegetarian potluck dish.  Social Hall. Childcare will be 
provided upon request. 

Sat., Sept. 24, No Shabbat Morning service – Join us 
tonight for Pre-Holy Days Ingathering. 

Sat., Sept. 24. The Bird of Many Colors: A Pre-Holy 
Days Ingathering: 7:15pm schmooze with 
refreshments in the Social Hall, program begins at 8pm.  
Gather with us one week before Rosh Hashanah, as we 
turn together toward the Days of Awe. This year, rather 
than observing Selichot with a service, all are welcome 
to an evening of community, music, stories, meditation 
and reflection.  Join us in the social hall for a little nosh 
and socializing, followed by a program led by the 
Kehilla spiritual leadership and musical prayer leaders, 
as we focus our awareness and maybe set some 
intention for our experience of the holy days.   If you 
are new to Kehilla, or to Kehilla’s observance of the 
High Holydays, this evening is a lovely way to begin the 
experience.  If you’re accustomed to the Selichot 
services of the last few years, you’ll find a similar 
opportunity in this program for settling into intention 
and reflection. 

Sun., Sept. 25, 8:15am-4pm, ROPES course for Bar/Bat 
Mitzvah Students. Students will carpool together to 
the spectacular Fort Miley for a day of fun, adventure 
and an exploration of team building activities. BBM 
families will receive more information about this in the 
mail. 
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Sun., Sept. 25, 1:15-3:30 pm. Interfaith Environmental 
Activity with the Faith Trio (Kehilla, Islamic Cultural 
Center, Montclair Presbyterian). This interfaith activity 
involves removing non-native plants in Joaquin Miller 
Park. Four more volunteers from Kehilla are still 
needed. To volunteer, call Lea Delson 510-528-6725. 

Sun., Sept. 25, 9am. Joyfully Jewish for 
Kindergarteners. Back classroom, main floor. 

Sun., Sept. 25, 5pm. "Mrs. Reiff and the Counterfeit 
Shop," a staged play reading by Stephanie Anne 
Johnson. Sponsored by Kehilla. A touching portrait of 
the friendship between a Black teenager and a 
Holocaust survivor in the 1960s.(See details, p. 6.) 

Tues., Sept. 27, 6:45pm. (Dinner at 6:15)  Board of 
Trustees Meeting. All are welcome. Fireside  Room. 

Wed., Sept. 28, 7:50am Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room. (Enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview.)  Doors open at 7:50 a.m., 
short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30, 
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. 

Thurs., Sept. 29, 4-6pm. Kehilla School. Please enter 
through the kitchen door. 

Thurs., Sept. 29, 6:30pm. "700 Benches: 
Experiencing Biblical Hebrew." Taught by Jenna Kemp. 
Back classroom, main floor. (See details on p. 10.)  

Fri., Sept. 30.  No Services. 
 

October 2016 
Sat., Oct. 1, 10:30am, Elul Shabbat Service at Kehilla 
with Sharon Grodin and Julie Nesnanksy, a smaller 
service in the Fireside Room, with music and reflection.   
  
Sun., Oct. 2, 6:30pm, Erev Rosh Hashanah services at 
Scottish Rite Center, 1547 Lakeside Drive, Oakland.  For 
both adults and children, start at 6:30pm. Sermon by 
Rabbi Dev.  
 
Mon., Oct. 3. Rosh Hashanah services. SERVICES WILL 
END before 12:45! at Scottish Rite Center, 1547 
Lakeside Drive, Oakland. Our leaders are determined to 
conclude the service  in time for tashlich and lunch at a 
reasonable hour. 
8:30 – 9:15am. Silent Meditation Space - 3rd Floor 
9:30am – 12:40pm. Main Rosh Hashanah Morning 
Service, beginning with Ketzev Kehilla with Kehilla’s 
Spiritual Leaders, Hazzan Shulamit and our Musical 
Prayer Leaders 
10:00 – 11:15am. Family and Youth Service with Rabbi 
Dev Noily, Sandra Razieli, Natalie Boskin, and Musical 

Prayer Leader Beth Dickinson and surprise guests! 
Children, teens and adults welcome. 

10:15 - 11:15am. Rosh Hashanah Toddler Services with 
Jen Miriam and Alon Altman. Geared towards babies, 
tots, and kids up to 5 years olds and their grown ups or 
families. 
12:45-12:55pm, Tashlich at Lake Merritt (across the 
street from services) with Rabbi David. 

 Tues., Oct. 4, 9:30am-12:30pm, Second Day Rosh 
Hashanah Services at Kehilla, 1300 Grand Avenue, 
Piedmont, with Rabbi Chaya Gusfield and Eve Decker. 
Kehilla Sanctuary. Receive the replenishment of 
contemplative song, story, and silence. Rabbi Chaya 
Gusfield and Buddhist teacher and musician Eve Decker 
use the beautiful complement of Jewish and Buddhist 
teachings, music, and spiritual practices to delve deeply 
into the essence of this holy day. A more intimate 
service for the second day. 

Wed., Oct. 5, 7:50am Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room. (Enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview.)  Doors open at 7:50 a.m., 
short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30, 
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. 

Wed., Oct. 5, 6:30pm. Spiritual Life Practices 
Committee meeting. Fireside Room. 

Wed., Oct. 5, 7:30pm. Middle East Peace Committee 
Meeting. Fireside Room. 

Thurs., Oct. 6. No Kehilla School. 

Fri., Oct. 7, 7:30pm. NO Kabbalat Shabbat services. 
Please join us for Shabbat Shuva on Saturday morning, 
Oct 8. Our next Kabbalat Shabbat service with Hazzan 
Shulamit will be on November 4.   

Sat., Oct. 8, 10:30am. Shabbat Shuva Service at 
Kehilla.  Join Howard Hamburger and Julie Nesnansky 
for the special Shabbat service situated within the Ten 
Days of Awe. We take the themes of the High Holydays 
and we explore them in the context of Shabbat in a 
smaller service context. Kiddush sponsored by Beth 
Weinberger in memory of her mother, Frieda 
Weinberger, and by Amy Bat Tzipora in memory of her 
beloved Bubbies, Zaydies, mother and father. 

Mon., Oct. 10, 7pm.  Book Discussion Group.  We will 
discuss Mystics of Mile End by Sigal Samuel. Fireside 
Room. 

Tues., Oct. 11, 6:30pm. Kol Nidre Service (for grown 
ups) at Scottish Rite Center, 1547 Lakeside Drive, 
Oakland. Judaism’s most cherished prayer sung once a 
year, Kol Nidre, kicks off a day of collective 
introspection. Sermon by Rabbi David. 
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 Tues., Oct. 11, 6:30pm. Family Kol Nidre Service (for 
children and family) at Kehilla, 1300 Grand Avenue, 
Piedmont Led by Rabbi Dev Noily & Lior Ben-Hur.  
Geared toward children ages 6-12.  Children of all ages 
and adults welcome. 

Tues., Oct. 11, 6:30pm, Toddler Kol Nidre Service (for 
babies and tots) at Kehilla, 1300 Grand Avenue, 
Piedmont Led by Jen Miriam and Alon Altman.  A 
musical, spiritual journey geared toward kids up to 5 
years old and their grown ups.  

Wed., Oct. 12. Yom Kippur Morning Services 
at Scottish Rite Center, 1547 Lakeside Drive, Oakland 
8:30am- 9:15am, Silent Meditation Space 
9:30am,  Main Yom Kippur Morning Service 
10:00am- 11:00am, Youth Services  (6th - 8th grades) 

 Wed., Oct. 12. Yom Kippur Afternoon/Evening 
Services & Activities at Kehilla, 1300 Grand Avenue, 
Piedmont 
2:00- 4:30pm Drop off potluck offerings at Kehilla (or 
bring them at 7:45pm) 
2:30-3:30 pm Workshops 
4:30 pm Yizkor (Remembrance of those who died) 
5:15 pm Rabbi Burt sermon, Healing Service & 
Dukhanen (Priestly blessings) 
6:30 pm Ne’ila (Closing the Gates) 
8:00pm-9:30pm Community Pot Luck Break-Fast at 
Kehilla. Please bring a vegetarian main dish to share. 
Food can be dropped off at Kehilla between 2:00 & 
4:30 p.m., or at 7:45 p.m. 

Thurs., Oct. 13. No Kehilla School. 

Fri., Oct. 14, 6:30pm, Friday Night Peace Walk with 
OCO. Usually Rabbi David is on these walks but may be 
out of town this weekend. But Kehilla people have 
been coming, so it would be great to continue to have 
our shul’s participation in David’s absence. This is an 
easy opportunity to really be part of the movement for 
peace in our own community led by Oakland 
Community Organizations’ Ceasefire campaign. The 
campaign is many-sided including the training and 
mobilization of neighborhood peace interveners, the 
retraining of police, and a weekly peace walk with local 
congregations to support a “culture of peace and 
healing” in neighborhoods at risk. The neighbors there 
support these walks and it has always been peaceful 
and friendly. It’s a nice way to meet people from across 
the spectrum of Oakland communities who support 
Ceasefire efforts. Meet inside First Mt. Sinai Church, 
1970 86th Ave. For info, call 510-606-5064.   

Sat. Oct. 15, 10:30am. Shabbat Service with Sharon 
Grodin and Beth Dickinson. As we read the poem that 
comprises parashat Haazinu (Deuteronomy 32), we can 

see the influence of the theology of the prophets on 
this chapter. Of course, the prophets were centuries 
after Moses, so this is a much later insert into the 
Torah with a very different way of seeing God. What 
was this theology and how does it connect to later 
Jewish spirituality and to our social activism today? We 
will especially look at Deuteronomy 32:37-40. Kiddush 
to follow. Bring a veggy potluck dish to share. Fireside 
Room. 

Sun., Oct. 16, 11am-1pm. Kehilla Neighborhood 
Brunches. 

Sun., Oct. 16, 5:30pm. Chai Mitzvah Group. Back 
classroom, main floor.   (See details, p. 11.)  

Mon., Oct. 17, 7-9pm. Community Discussion of Ballot 
Propositions and Local Measures.  Sponsored by the 
Economic Justice Committee, the Greening Committee 
and Anti-Death Penalty Action Group. Social Hall. (See 
article, p. 17.) 

Mon., Oct. 17, 6:30pm. "Elements of Magical Judaism" 
class. Taught by Jude Elfe & Jonathan Furst. Sanctuary.  
(See p. 12 for details.) 

Wed., Oct. 19, 7:50am Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room. (Enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview.)  Doors open at 7:50 a.m., 
short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30, 
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. 

Wed., Oct. 19, 7pm. Economic Justice Committee 
Meeting. Social Hall. 

Thurs., Oct. 20, 4-6pm. Kehilla School. Please enter 
through the kitchen door. 

Fri., Oct. 21, 6:30pm, Sukkot Shabbat Friday Evening 
Potluck in the Sukkah. Bring the whole family and join 
us for a Sukkot dinner in the Sukkah (and/or Social 
Hall). This is not a ritual-heavy event – our major 
purpose is to celebrate and be happy, which is the very 
purpose the Torah describes for the holiday. We’ll do a 
few blessings, then a potluck dinner, conversation, 
perhaps a chance for kids to make sukkah decorations, 
and then, as you choose to, do the ritual of blessing the 
lulav palm frond and shaking in blessing to all the 
world’s directions with Rabbi David. At Kehilla 
Remember: Bring a veggy potluck dish to share and be 
joyous. 

Sat., Oct. 22, 10:30am. Sukkot Shabbat with Special 
Procession.  Appropriate for everyone in the family. 
Join Rabbi David & Julie Nesnansky as we celebrate 
Sukkot with a joyous musical service and processions 
(“hakafot”) with lulav followed by Kiddush in the 
sukkah. Bring veggie finger food to share. 
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Mon. Oct. 24. Simchat Torah Celebration at Chochmat 
HaLev  2215 Prince St., Berkeley at Fulton. 
Join with all the Bay Area Renewal communities for a 
night of sacred and ecstastic dancing to live music and 
special Torah chanting to celebrate the conclusion of 
our High Holy Day journey.    
6:00pm  Special Kids Celebration with Jen Miriam and 
Alon Altman, dance and sing around the Torah with  
puppets, music and friends 
6:30pm Vegetarian potluck dinner 
7:00 pm Maariv, Dancing and Torah service with the 
Shirat HaLev Musicians 
9:30 pm- Kiddush and refreshments 
Donation:  Members of participating organizations: 
$15-10   General Public $20-15   Children: $5 

Tues., Oct. 25, 6:45pm. (Dinner at 6:15)  Board of 
Trustees Meeting. All are welcome. Fireside  Room. 

Wed., Oct. 26, 7:50am Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room. (Enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview.)  Doors open at 7:50 a.m., 
short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30, 
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. 

Wed., Oct. 26, 7pm. A Class in the Poetic Word. Taught 
by Lenore Weiss. Fireside Room. (See p. 12 for details.) 

Thurs., Oct. 27, 4-6pm.  Kehilla School. Please enter 
through the kitchen door. 

Thurs., Oct. 27, 6:30pm. "700 Benches: 
Experiencing Biblical Hebrew." Taught by Jenna Kemp. 
(See details on p. 10)  

Fri., Oct. 28, 6:30pm, Tot Shabbat. For children up to 5 
years old (or older if they enjoy it) and their grown-ups. 
Led by Jen Miriam Kantor, Alon Altman and Jen’s 
puppet friends. Please bring a vegetarian potluck dish. 
In the Social Hall. 

Sat., Oct 29, 10:30am.  Shabbat Service and Torah 
Study with Rabbi David and Beth Dickinson. Here we go 
again! We are starting the Torah anew from the first 
parasha of the Torah. We will be looking at the mythic 
Garden of Eden story and how it has been 
reinterpreted in traditional and modern midrash (such 
as by Lilith Magazine and John Steinbeck). During the 
service, rather than chanting the Torah we will study 

and discuss Chapter 3 of Genesis. Followed by Kiddush. 
Bring veggie finger food to share. 

Sat., Oct.29, 9am. 30th annual Harmony Walk/Run to 
End Homelessness in Richmond, hosted by the Greater 
Richmond Interfaith Program (GRIP). Check-in 9:30am. 
Walk begins 10:30am.The web address with a link to 
our team page & further details will be provided in the 
Kehilla weekly e-mails. You can walk or run for as 
much, or as little, a distance as you want.  And, there 
will be a festival in the park after the walk. (See 
announcement, p. 14.) 

Sun., Oct. 30, 2:30-5:00, (1) Nuts and Bolts Workshop 
for Parents & (2) Interactive Discussion with Shalom 
Bayit for Bar/Bat Mitzvah Students 
(1) is required for parents, (2) is highly recommended 
for Students 
   Parents who have previously gone through the 
program will be coming to and share their nuts and 
bolts experiences about planning for the whole year, 
including sharing details about how to keep things 
organized, as well as kiddush and party planning. 
Simultaneously, Zephira Derblich-Milea from Shalom 
Bayit will be presenting her award-winning workshop, 
“Love Shouldn’t Hurt.” www.shalom-bayit.org/teen 
In this workshop, students will have the opportunity to 
learn and discuss about how to build and maintain 
healthy relationships.    
For questions or to request childcare for BBM related 
activities, contact sandra@kehillasynagogue.org.  

Mon., Oct. 31, 6:30-9:30pm. "Elements of Magical 
Judaism" class. Taught by Jude Elfe & Jonathan Furst. 
Sanctuary.  (See p. 12 for details.) 

Sat., Nov. 5, 6:45pm. Annual Harvest Dinner of the 
Faith Trio (Kehilla, Islamic Cultural Center, Montclair 
Presbyterian). Come early at 6:15 if you would like to 
be present at the Muslim evening prayer. Followed by 
multi-faith blessings before dinner. Designated potluck: 
Kehilla members bring veggy salads (fish okay). 
Muslims, Jews and Christians eating together and an 
opportunity to discuss the subject of the evening: 
Solidarity: A Spiritual Necessity. At the Islamic Cultural 
Center, 1433 Madison Street, Oakland. 
 

 
  

http://www.shalom-bayit.org/teen
mailto:sandra@kehillasynagogue.org.
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Kehilla Community Synagogue 
Please use the following number for all staff:  (510) 547-2424 

Co-Rabbi, David J. Cooper 
Rabbidavid@kehillasynagogue.org 

Co-Rabbi, Dev Noily  
RabbiDev@kehillasynagogue.org 

Executive Director,  Michael Saxe-Taller 
Michael@kehillasynagogue.org 

Managing Director, Beth Bittle 
Beth@kehillasynagogue.org 

Hazzan Shulamit Wise Fairman 
Shulamit@kehillasynagogue.org 

Bar/Bat Mitvzah Program Director, Sandra Razieli 
Sandra@kehillasynagogue.org 

Founding Rabbi, Burt Jacobson   (510) 283-5704 
RabBurt@earthlink.net 
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Communications Coordinator,  
Sasha Gottfried 
Sasha@kehillasynagogue.org 

Youth Programs Coordinator,  
Natalie Boskin  
Natalie@kehillasynagogue.org 

Bookkeeper, Molly Melamed 
Molly@kehillasynagogue.org 

Events Line: 

Fax: (510) 547-2442 

Chevra Kadisha: 
Jane Hoberman: 510-843-6047 

Committee Against Abuse: 
Steven Falk: 510-339-0517 

Spiritual Life Practices Committee Chair:  
Shoshana Finacom 
Spirituallife@kehillasynagogue.org 
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              High Holy Days 5777/2016 
                     Seeking Shelter in the Days of Awe:  
            Immigrants and Refugees, Longing and Home 
                                                    by Rabbi Dev Noily 

     In March of this year a 
group of Kehilla members 
working on immigration 
issues called a meeting to 
connect people in our 
community who are involved 

in all kinds of work and service with immigrants and 
refugees, and the laws and policies affecting them. 
    Here are some of the ways people who came to the 
meeting are engaged: 

 Working with Nueva Esperanza to form 
accompaniment teams who provide direct 
support to newly arrived Central American 
immigrants; 

 Supporting LGBT refugees through the Jewish 
Family and Community Services of the East 
Bay LGBT refugee resettlement program ; 

 Working with Jewish Voice for Peace doing 
neighborhood canvassing focused on 
welcoming refugees and ending Muslim 
profiling; 

 Participating in monthly vigils at the ICE West 
County Detention Facility to support 
immigrant detainees and their families; 

 Exploring Kehilla's potential to be a sanctuary 
synagogue for those who face deportation; 

 Providing legal or counseling services to 
immigrants; 

 Providing direct or financial support for Syrian 
and other refugees in Europe, through the 
Hebrew Immigrant Aid Society (HIAS) and 
other agencies; 

 Working with the East Bay Interfaith 
Immigration Coalition; 

 Providing support to Syrian refugees coming 
to the U.S. 

    I left that meeting inspired and moved by the 
incredible energy among people in the Kehilla 
community.  There are so many ways that so many 
people are supporting immigrants and refugees, 

fighting against deportations and human rights 
abuses, and advocating for policy changes that reflect 
our commitment to welcome people who are fleeing 
war, persecution and social and economic turmoil.   
    One thing that came up at the meeting was the 
need to let more people know about the work that’s 
happening, and to help more people join in.  How 
could we get word out about where contributions are 
needed and how people contribute—whether 
someone has an occasional few hours or dollars to 
give, or has housing to share, or can offer an ongoing 
gift of time? 
    When the Spiritual Leadership team (Rabbi David, 
Hazzan Shulamit, Avi Rose, Rabbi Burt, Howard 
Hamburger, Sandra Razieli, Sharon Grodin and myself) 
met to consider our theme for this year’s High Holy 
Days, “immigrants and refugees” emerged as a 
compelling choice.  We saw at least a trio of 
interconnected reasons to dig into this ground:  (1) the 
urgent humanitarian and justice issues underlying the 
unprecedented migration underway, (2) the energy 
already flowing in Kehilla to address the crises, and (3) 
the potential for our coming together for High Holy 
Days to help more people respond to the crises.  
    One more reason to let ourselves be guided by this 
theme is its profoundly rich spiritual terrain.  
Experiences of seeking refuge, migrating, yearning for 
home and offering harbor and kindness to those 
fleeing from danger open up the big questions that all 
of us sometimes face in moments of stillness.  What is 
the sense of disorientation, separateness or apartness 
that we sometimes feel? How do we come to be at 
home in the world and in ourselves? What is our 
longing for connection and at-one-ment—where does 
it come from, and where can it lead us? What are our 
personal and communal histories of migration and 
how do they shape us? How can we move toward 
harmony and balance between our unique individual 
experience and our shared connection to all that is? 

[continued on p. 19]
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Renew Your Membership Now! 
    Kehilla members in good standing will automatically 

receive complimentary admission to High Holy Day 
services when you renew your membership for 2015-16.  

Your admission to High Holy Day services will be your 
name at the door, along with your name tag.  

    To renew your membership, please visit our website at 
www.KehillaSynagogue.org.     

 

Discounts 
On First-Time Membership 

    We are offering a discount on membership dues 
through December 1, 2016. Dues are $200 for Adults 
under 30, and $660 for Adults 30 and over, and will 
include tickets to all High Holy Day services. Conversely, 
any payment made for High Holy Day tickets can be 
applied to the cost of membership. Payment plans can be 
arranged. 

   Visit the website at www.KehillaSynagogue.org and 
click on “JOIN” for more information, or  contact Sasha at 
(510) 547-2424 x100 or Sasha@KehillaSynagogue.org.   

 

 

High Holy Day Tickets  
for the General Public 

Tickets to services  for the general public can be 
ordered on the website at 

http://kehillasynagogue.org/highholydays/  

Tickets will also be available 
 for purchase at the door. 

High Holy Days Schedule 
The Bird of Many Colors:  

A Pre-Holy Days Ingathering 
Saturday, September 24  

Social hour at 7:15, Program at 8pm 

Erev Rosh Hashanah at Scottish Rite Center  
Sunday, October 2, 6:30pm  

Rosh Hashanah at Scottish Rite Center  
Monday, October 3, 9:30am  

Rosh Hashanah Family & Youth Service 
 at Scottish Rite Center 
Monday, October 3, 10am 

Rosh Hashanah Toddler Services 
at Scottish Rite Center 

Monday, October 3, 10:15am 

Second Day Rosh Hashanah at Kehilla  
Tuesday, October 4, 9:30am 

Shabbat Shuvah at Kehilla 
Saturday, October 8, 10:30am 

Kol Nidre at Scottish Rite Center 
 Tuesday, October 11, 6:30pm  

Kol Nidre Family Service at Kehilla  
Tuesday, October 11, 6:30pm 

Kol Nidre Toddler Service at Kehilla  
Tuesday, October 11, 6:30pm 

Yom Kippur Day at Scottish Rite Center  
Wednesday, October 12, 9:30am  

Yom Kippur Youth Service for 6th-8th Graders 
at Scottish Rite Center 

Wednesday, October 12, 10am 

Yom Kippur Afternoon/Evening at Kehilla 
Wednesday, October 12 

2:00-4:30pm: Drop off potluck offerings* 
2:30-3:30pm: Workshops 

 4:30pm: Yizkor (Remembrance) 
5:15pm: Rabbi Burt Teaching, Healing Service & Dukhanen  

6:30pm: Ne’ila (Closing the Gates) 
8pm: Community Potluck Break-fast 

*Please bring a vegetarian main dish to share. Food can be 
dropped off at Kehilla between 2:00 & 4:30pm or at 7:45pm 

 

 

KKeehhiillllaa  HHiigghh  HHoollyy  DDaayyss  
22001166//55777777 

http://www.KehillaSynagogue.org.
http://www.KehillaSynagogue.org
mailto:Sasha@KehillaSynagogue.org.
http://kehillasynagogue.org/highholydays/
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Executively Speaking  
A New Year: Looking Ahead 

                                         by Michael Saxe-Taller, Executive Director 
      

       It is again that time of the Jewish 
cycle when we reflect on the past year    
and imagine the one that is coming.   
     This year, my first full Jewish year at 
Kehilla, was filled with important 

moments and solid growth for us as a congregation. We 
finished the year a stronger, more cohesive community. 
We have increased our membership, solidified our 
finances, updated our technology, prepared for an 
upcoming rabbinic transition and developed even more 
committed congregant leaders (for specifics, see my June 
Kol Kehilla article at http://kehillasynagogue.org/oh-
what-a-year/. I think we can be proud of all that we did 
to strengthen our community and to make constructive 
change in the communities around us. 
     I am jazzed for the year that is coming up. We enter 
the year planted on firm ground,  prepared to face the 
next important set of challenges for us as a community. I 
think these include: 
     Caring for our building – Our physical home is in need 
of some significant repair. In addition, we want our 
building to be more accessible and more welcoming to 
our own community and to those who join us.  
     Completing our Rabbinic transition – Rabbis David and 
Dev will be serving as Co-Rabbis for this year until the  

 
next stage of the transition occurs in July 2017. We will 
have many chances to appreciate Rabbi David for his 
years of work and to prepare for Rabbi Dev’s step into 
the senior rabbinic role. We will also be searching for a 
dynamic new Director of Kehilla School to join our Kehilla 
leadership team.  
     Addressing the issues of a growing community – 
Kehilla grew by 25 member households in the past year 
and we have reason to think that we will continue to 
grow this year as well. We will need to put attention to 
welcoming our new members, as well as to how we 
maintain our intimacy and individual care while we grow. 
     Thinking about our next 5-10 years – As our present 
day situation has become stable, we now have the 
opportunity to image our future as a congregation and to 
strategize and prioritize the steps that will get us there.    
The Kehilla Board and many of our other committees will 
have opportunities to do this kind of thinking. 
     I am excited for the opportunity to engage with you 
this year on these issues and on the many other aspects 
of Kehilla life.  
     May we all have a sweet year of working, building, 
growing and celebrating together as a community. 
L’Shana Tova

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

It's Membership Renewal Time! 

    It is time again for you to renew your annual Kehilla dues pledge. 

     We are excited to have a new membership renewal and registration process, a result of another one of our 
year’s major accomplishments - a new, upgraded database. We now have one form that is used for membership 
renewals, new memberships and religious school registrations. The form will combine all fees and allow you to 
set up a payment plan. We will also be able to automatically update your contact information into the database.  

     We strongly encourage everyone to renew their membership electronically. If you need a paper registration 
form, please contact Sasha Gottfried at 510-547-2424 x100 or Sasha@kehillasynagogue.org  

     You have recently received a letter and a couple of emails outlining the renewal/registration process. You can 
access the renewal/registration form by going to the to the Kehilla website or to the link in the renewal emails.  

     We deeply appreciate your membership in this community and look forward to another year together! 

  

http://kehillasynagogue.org/oh-
mailto:Sasha@kehillasynagogue.org
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Chai Elul Shabbat & 
New Member Welcome 

Saturday, September 10, 10am 

      Join our “Bima Team” for a spirited, musical service as 
we immerse in the month of Elul and prepare for the High 
Holy Days. Our newest members will receive a special 
honor during the Torah service, and we’ll kick off the 
morning with Ketzev Kehilla, our prayerful percussion 
orchestra. Come one, come all! Children most welcome! 
Vegetarian potluck luncheon to follow. Please bring a 
vegetarian dish to share.  Kiddush also sponsored by Ruth 
Goldstone & James Eder in honor of Ruth's mother Merle 
S. Goldstone's yartzheit. 

 

Solar Lights for Gaza Fundraiser & 
 Pre-Shabbat Potluck 

Friday, September 16, 5:30pm 
     This is a special pre-Shabbat Service gathering and 
potluck meal organized by Kehilla’s Greening Committee 
and Middle East Peace Committee. The purpose is to raise 
tzedakah for Rebuilding Alliance’s project to provide solar 
lights for the residents of Gaza where electricity is often 
available for only four or five hours in a day. This is 
especially needed by children who would otherwise study 
at night by hazardous candle or kerosene light. Guest 
speaker: Donna Baranski-Walker, founder of Rebuilding 
Alliance. We will have a Potluck Dinner in the Social Hall 
starting at 6:00.  Please bring a vegetarian or fish dish to 
share.  Followed by Kabbalat Shabbat Service at 7:30. (See 
article, p. 8.) 

 

Elul Shabbat Service with  
the Chevra Kadisha 

Saturday, September 17, 10:30am 

     Led by Rabbi David, Hazzan Shulamit, and Julie 
Nesnansky. Celebrating the completion of our “Sh’mira 
Readings Project.” Sh’mira is the ritual of staying with the 
body of the deceased in the period preceding the funeral 
during which the shomer (“guardian”) traditionally reads 
from the book of psalms. For our members, when they do 
Sh’mira, Kehilla’s Chevra Kadisha has assembled readings 
from innovative and interpretive translations of the psalms, 
some of which we will read at this service. We will have a 
short Torah reading that morning with one aliyah. 
Deuteronomy 22:6-12. If you want to chant this, email 
Rabbi David.  In the Fireside Room. Kiddush sponsored by 
the Chevra Kadisha. 

A Community Forum on the  
Movement for Black Lives Platform 

Study & Conversation 
Sunday September 18, 3:30 – 7:00pm 

     Join us as we come together to study the 
platform as a community and to listen deeply to 
what the Movement’s leaders are saying. Rabbi 
David, Rabbi Dev, Hazzan Shulamit, and Rabbi Burt 
have endorsed the Movement for Black Lives 
Platform as individuals.  We invite you to read the 
entire platform, either ahead of time or at the 
Forum.   
    Our intention is to create a community forum 
that centers the Platform’s demands for racial and 
economic justice, while making space for the 
complex emotional responses that may arise for us 
in relationship to Jewish identity, racial identity and 
all the aspects of ourselves that make each of us 
who we are. 
    ( See article on p. 9 for details.)  

Kehilla High Holy Days Art Reception 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Saturday, September 17, 3:30-6:30pm 

     Kehilla is honored to present a group show 
reflecting this year’s High Holy Days theme of 
Immigrants. Refugees. Longing. Home. For the first 
time, Kehilla will be using art to deepen our 
individual and collective connection to the High Holy 
Days. 
     Over 20 Kehilla members have contributed more 
than 30 pieces, including sketches, paintings, mixed 
media, ceramics, photos, and narrative. The work is 
both beautiful and powerful. We invite you to join us 
at the artists’ reception.  Thanks to the talent and 
generosity of our congregation, art will be displayed 
not only in the Fireside Room but throughout the 
synagogue. Light refreshments will be served. We 
look forward to seeing you there! 

 



 5

A Gym for Writers 
     Have you always wanted to explore writing and 
other writers, but need a supportive environment 
to get the ink going? Here's an open invitation for 
all those who'd like to discuss forming a Jewish-
based writing group. 
     The possibilities might include — a place where 
we can generate new writing based on prompts 
and other self-starters, exchange information 
about our favorite Jewish writers and poets, read 
together, or something else.  
      If interested, please contact Lenore Weiss at 
webcontentlw@gmail.com  with "Gym for 
Writers"  in the subject line.   

Yoga for Renewal: 
Rooted in Jewish Mystical Teachings 

with Julie Emden of Jewish LearningWorks 

 

Sunday, September 18, 2:00-4:00pm 

     Integrate, mind, body, heart and spirit. Enhance 
your practices for living in balance and wellness with 
this gentle, grounded Iyengar-based yoga and 
movement practice infused with themes of 
realignment and renewal for the Jewish New Year. 

     Location:  4th Street Yoga, 1809 4th St., Berkeley 
     Cost:  $25.   Register: yogasept20.eventbrite.com 

     Co-sponsored by 4th Street Yoga, Chochmat HaLev, 
Congregation Netivot Shalom, Kehilla Community 

Synagogue, Temple Sinai Oakland. 

     Contact: jemden@jewishlearningworks.org 
About Julie Emden:  Julie directs the Embodied Jewish 
Learning Initiative at Jewish LearningWorks. A graduate of 
five fellowship and certification programs related to her 
work as a Jewish Educator and as a Yoga, Movement and 
Dance Instructor, Julie holds a BA from the University of 
Michigan. She holds teaching certifications in Iyengar-
based yoga from the Yoga Room in Berkeley, in Yoga and 
Jewish Spirituality from Elat Chayyim Center for Jewish 
Spirituality, and in Movement-based Expressive Arts from 
Tamalpa Institute.  

 “We Are the Bridge” Exhibit Reception 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Sunday, September 18, 1- 3 pm 
     This exhibit showcases works by artists of multiple 
faith traditions, and is sponsored by the Faith Trio 
(Kehilla, Islamic Cultural Center, and Montclair 
Presbyterian).  It includes a large selection from the 
May 2015 interfaith exhibition held at the Islamic 
Cultural Center of Northern California. Kehilla artists 
Tamar Raine, Susan Freundlich and Lea Delson are 
represented in this exhibit, along with many other 
wonderful artists.  Free Reception with Music. 

 At Osher Marin JCC  
 200 North San Pedro Rd. San Rafael 

 
Mission Dolores Window by Lea Delson 

 

The Bird of Many Colors: 
A Pre-Holy Days Ingathering 

Saturday, September 24 
Shmooze: 7:15pm  Program: 8pm 

     Gather with us one week before Rosh Hashanah, as 
we turn together toward the Days of Awe. This year, 
rather than observing Selichot with a service, all are 
welcome to an evening of community, music, stories, 
meditation and reflection.  

      Join us in the social hall for a little nosh and 
socializing, followed by a program led by the Kehilla 
spiritual leadership and musical prayer leaders, as we 
focus our awareness and maybe set some intention for 
our experience of the holy days.   If you are new to 
Kehilla, or to Kehilla’s observance of the High Holydays, 
this evening is a lovely way to begin the experience.  If 
you’re accustomed to the Selichot services of the last 
few years, you’ll find a similar opportunity in this 
program for settling into intention and reflection. 

 

mailto:webcontentlw@gmail.com
mailto:jemden@jewishlearningworks.org
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"Mrs. Reiff And The Counterfeit Shop" 
by Stephanie Anne Johnson 

A Staged Play Reading 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Sunday, September 25, 5pm 

     We are delighted to present a staged reading of 
Stephanie Anne Johnson’s newest play. This 
autobiographical portrait begins when teenaged 
Stephanie looks into the window of an art store in 
Englewood, New Jersey. 
      Welcomed by Mrs. Reiff, the owner of the 
Counterfeit Shop, they develop a decades long 
friendship which transcends age, culture, race, and 
religion. There are flashbacks to highlight this 
historical moment on the East Coast when Black 
people and Jewish people shared common cause in 
the quest for social justice. A surprising cultural 
intersection is revealed at the end of the play. 
      Susan Felix, Bruce Bierman, and Stephanie Anne 
Johnson will be the readers. Bruce Bierman will lead 
participants in Jewish dance before an open 
discussion of this play in development.   
     People of all ages are welcome to attend this 
event.  Admission is free. Donations for the actors 
and technician will be gratefully accepted. 

In the Sanctuary 

 

Sukkot Shabbat: 
Friday Evening Potluck in the Sukkah 

 
Friday, October 21, 6:30pm 

    Bring the whole family and join us for a Sukkot 
dinner in the Sukkah (and/or Social Hall). This is not a 
ritual-heavy event – our major purpose is to 
celebrate and be happy which is the very purpose 
the Torah describes for the holiday. We’ll do a few 
blessings, then a potluck dinner, conversation, 
perhaps a chance for kids to make sukkah 
decorations, and then, as you choose to, do the ritual 
of blessing the lulav palm frond and shaking in 
blessing to all the world’s directions with Rabbi 
David.   Remember: Bring a veggie potluck dish to 
share and be joyous! (Fish okay, but no shellfish, 
please.) 

 

Annual Harvest Dinner of the Faith Trio 
“Solidarity: A Spiritual Necessity”  

 

 
Saturday evening, November 5 

 
6:15 Come early if you would like to be present at the 
Muslim evening service 
6:45 Multi-Faith Blessings, Potluck Dinner (see below) 
and Conversation 
 
     The Faith Trio is an alliance of Kehilla Community 
Synagogue, Islamic Cultural Center of Northern 
California, and Montclair Presbyterian Church. Every 
year we hold an autumn gathering. Often we have a 
theme for discussion at the tables. The opening 
question this year: “What is your earliest memory of an 
experience where you met someone from another 
religious background?” Our discussions will focus on 
the spiritual necessity for interfaith solidarity.  
Designated potluck: Kehilla members bring veggy 
salads (fish okay). 

At the Islamic Cultural Center of Northern California 
1433 Madison Street, Oakland near 14th Street 
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Kehilla Neighborhood Brunches Return! 
Sunday, October 16, 11:00am-1:00pm

If you have ever wanted to find out more about the 
Kehilla members in your neighborhood and to make 
connections in your local village - come to a Kehilla 
Neighborhood Brunch!   This year our brunch is on the 
day of the first evening of Sukkot. 

WHERE: We expect to have hosts for Berkeley, 
Richmond, South Oakland and the 
Rockridge/Temescal/Grand Lake/Piedmont area of 
Oakland. WHAT: The hosts will provide juice, coffee 
and tea.   

Guests are asked to bring vegetarian brunch items to 
share. 

Save the Date and look for further announcements in 
the weekly emails or call the office!  We hope to see 
you there!  If you are willing to volunteer your home, 
please email chesed@kehillasynagogue.org.  Your offer 
will be much appreciated. 

Shalom, 
The Chesed Committee 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Erev Simchat Torah Celebration!  
Monday, October 24 

 

 

 

 

at Chochmat HaLev   
2215 Prince St., Berkeley at Fulton. 

Join with all the Bay Area Renewal communities for 
a night of sacred and ecstastic dancing to live 
music and special Torah chanting to celebrate the 
conclusion of our High Holy Day journey.    

6:00pm  Special Kids Celebration with Jen Miriam 
and Alon Altman, dance and sing around the Torah 
with  puppets, music and friends 

6:30pm Vegetarian potluck dinner 

7:00 pm Maariv, Dancing and Torah service with 
the Shirat HaLev Musicians 

9:30 pm- Kiddush and refreshments 

Donation:  Members of participating organizations: 
$15-10   General Public $20-15   Children: $5 

Save the Date! 

The Buddha & The Ba’al Shem Tov 
With Zoketsu Norman Fischer, Rabbi Burt Jacobson &  

Rabbi Dev Noily  
Come celebrate Rabbi Burt's 80th Birthday! 

Saturday Evening, November 19, 7:30pm 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

   Our own visionary teacher Rabbi Burt and noted poet, 
meditation teacher and Zen Buddhist priest, Norman 
Fischer will be in dialogue, moderated by Rabbi Dev. They 
will explore parallels in the teaching and lives of the 
Buddha and the Ba’al Shem Tov, two enlightened teachers 
who saw the Divine everywhere, and taught the spiritual 
values of mystery, compassion, love and joy. 

   Come and celebrate Rabbi Burt’s 80th birthday and 50th 
year in the rabbinate! The dialogue will be followed by 
delectable desserts and drinks in the Social Hall. 

   PLEASE NOTE – We will be celebrating Rabbi Burt’s 80th 
throughout Shabbat on November 18 & 19.  We will have 
Kabbalat Shabbat services and oneg on Friday night, and 
special Shabbat morning services and lunch on Saturday. 

Sanctuary 
 

 

 

 

mailto:chesed@kehillasynagogue.org.
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Book Discussion Group 
All Kehilla members are welcome to join us for our customary meetings on the second Monday of the month at 7pm in 
the Fireside Room. These books are from the San Francisco Jewiish Community Library and there might be copies to 
borrow. 

Monday, September 12, 7pm 
The Fixer by Bernard Malamud 

     The Fixer (1966) is Bernard Malamud's best-known 
and most acclaimed novel -- one that makes manifest his 
roots in Russian fiction, especially that of Isaac Babel.  
Set in Kiev in 1911 during a period of heightened anti-
Semitism, the novel tells the story of Yakov Bok, a Jewish 
handyman blamed for the brutal murder of a young 
Russian boy. Bok leaves his village to try his luck in Kiev, 
and after denying his Jewish identity, finds himself 
working for a member of the anti-Semitic Black 
Hundreds Society. When the boy is found nearly drained 
of blood in a cave, the Black Hundreds accuse the Jews of 
ritual murder. Arrested and imprisoned, Bok refuses to 
confess to a crime that he did not commit. 
 

 

Monday, October 10, 7pm 
Mystics of Mile End by Sigal Samuel 

     Sigal Samuel’s debut novel, in the vein of Nicole 
Krauss’s bestselling The History of Love, is an imaginative 
story that delves into the heart of Jewish mysticism, 
faith, and family. In the half-Hasidic, half-hipster 
Montreal neighborhood of Mile End, eleven-year-old Lev 
Meyer is discovering that there may be a place for 
Judaism in his life. As he learns about science in his day 
school, Lev begins his own extracurricular study of the 
Bible’s Tree of Knowledge with neighbor Mr. Katz, who is 
building his own Tree out of trash. Meanwhile his sister 
Samara is secretly studying for her Bat Mitzvah with 
next-door neighbor and Holocaust survivor, Mr. 
Glassman. All the while his father, David, a professor of 
Jewish mysticism, is a non-believer. 

 
Solar Lights for Gaza Fundraiser & 

 Pre-Shabbat Potluck 
Please join Kehilla’s Greening and Middle East Peace Committees for a potluck dinner on  

September 16 at 5:30pm and fundraiser to support the children of Gaza. 

         Gaza is still recovering from fifty-one days of 
bombing in 2014. Electricity, water, and sewage systems 
are all still very fragile, and more than 17,000 people are 
still in temporary housing. Families there are affected 
daily by rolling black-outs. Far too often electricity is 
only available for 4 hours per day. Children must do 
their homework by dangerous kerosene lamps or 
candlelight. For the last year, the Rebuilding Alliance, a 
local non-profit organization, has been fundraising and 
shpping solar powered lights to Non-Governmental 
Organizations in Gaza. Our goal is to help raise funds to 
help them send the next pallet of 1,920 solar-powered 
lights to Gaza's children. 
     Our speaker for the evening will be Donna Baranski-
Walker, founder and Executive Director of Rebuilding 
Alliance, who was in Gaza in April to distribute the first 
pallet of solar lights. Rebuilding Alliance is working with 
Palestinian Non-Governmental Organizations in Gaza to 
distribute the solar lights to children and families in 
need. Donna will explain how Rebuilding Alliance is able 
to send the solar-powered lights through the blockade 
following pre-clearance by both Palestinian and Israeli 
Customs. She also will tell us about their NGO partners 
and some of the families she visited in Gaza. This will be 

a rare opportunity to hear directly from someone who 
has spent time in Gaza supporting children and families.  
     Rebuilding Alliance has already delivered three pallets 
of solar lights so children in Gaza can safely study and 
spend time with their families. There are 700,000 
children in Gaza.  Please join us on Sept. 16th to help 
Rebuilding Alliance send more Luci Lights to Gaza's 
children. 
     We will have a Potluck Dinner in the Social Hall 
starting at 5:30. Please bring a vegetarian or fish dish to 
share.  
     And please join us after dinner and the presentation 
for a spirited, musical Kabbalat Shabbat service to sing, 
meditate, dance, and rest in the joy and peace of 
Shabbat. Led by Hazzan Shulamit and Julie Nesnansky. 
     We hope you can join us on September 16 to hear first 
hand from our guest about her experience personally 
delivering solar lights to Gaza. But if you can’t make it, 
please make a donation to this great project!  
     You can donate at this link: 
https://commitchange.com/ca/burlingame-
94010/rebuilding-alliance/events/kehilla-for-gazas-
children 

https://commitchange.com/ca/burlingame-
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You’re Invited: 
A Community Forum on the Movement for Black Lives Platform: 

Study & Conversation 

Sunday September 18, 3:30 – 7:00pm 
by Rabbi Dev Noily 

     In early August the Movement for Black Lives 
Platform was published.  Organizers described their 
project this way: 

In response to the sustained and increasingly visible 
violence against Black communities in the U.S. and 
globally, a collective of more than 50 organizations 
representing thousands of Black people from across 
the country have come together with renewed 
energy and purpose to articulate a common vision 
and agenda. 
Our resistance and rebellion are not new, but like 
other times in history have come to a critical mass, 
and the bravery of those in Ferguson and across 
the country captured the attention of the world. A 
year ago, over 2,000 of us gathered in Cleveland to 
reflect on the state of our movement for liberation 
and celebrate our people, both those who have 
fallen and those who have survived. It was there 
that we began the process of uniting to articulate a 
shared vision of the world we want to live in. 

     The Platform articulates that sweeping and radical 
vision for racial and economic justice. It addresses 
reparations, education, healthcare, housing, policing, 
militarization (domestic and foreign), incarceration, 
criminalization, community control, and other aspects 
of U.S. society and policy that impact Black lives. 
     We’re excited to come together to study the 
platform as a community and to listen deeply to what 
the Movement’s leaders are saying. Rabbi David, 
Hazzan Shulamit, Rabbi Burt and I have endorsed the 
Movement for Black Lives Platform as individuals.  As I 
read the Platform I felt the tectonic plates of racial 
injustice in our country begin to shift.  In the profound 
language of the background pieces I could hear more 
of the stories of Black lives, deepening my awareness 
of the differences between my experience as White 
person and the experiences of so many Black people I 

live alongside.   I heard the Platform as a call to listen 
to Black voices, as a call to compassion, and as a call to 
join more fully in the M4BL struggle to root out the 
injustice that continues to rot the core of our country.  
This feels like an extraordinary historic moment to me, 
and I feel humbled and grateful for the Movement for 
Black Lives as path to justice for all of us. 
     We’d like Kehilla to consider endorsing the Platform 
as an organization as well. This Forum will be our first 
communal conversation about the Platform, and will 
help us to discern the next steps in this process.   
     The primary focus of our learning and 
conversations will be the current and historic 
experiences of Black people in the U.S., and the ways 
that White supremacy has operated, and continues to 
operate in our society and in our souls. 
     We invite you to read the entire platform, either 
ahead of time or at the September 18 Community 
Forum.  The first part of the afternoon will be devoted 
to studying the Platform.  You will find links to a 
summary of the Platform, and to the deeper analysis 
of each of its six parts on our website at this link: 
http://kehillasynagogue.org/event/a-community-
forum-on-the-movement-for-black-lives-platform-
study-conversation/  
     After doing text study with the Platform we’ll have 
a break and a nosh/snack.  The second half of the 
afternoon will be a compassionate listening-style 
session, where people gather in facilitated small 
groups to share their responses, reactions to and 
questions about the platform.  We will have at least 
one small group for People of Color.  We’ll end with 
everyone coming together to share highlights from the 
small group conversations.  You may come for the 
whole time, or just the first half, or just the second 
half.   [continued on p. 13.]

 

http://kehillasynagogue.org/event/a-community-
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New Adult Education Classes Fall 2016 

To Register for Classes: You can register and pay online at www.KehillaSynagogue.org (click on the 
"LEARN" link and then click on Adult Education), or send check payable to Kehilla to Kehilla, 

 1300 Grand Ave., Piedmont, CA 94610.  

 
 
“700 Benches: Experiencing Biblical Hebrew” 
Class 
Begins September 8, 6:30pm 
Taught by Jenna Kemp 
Have you ever wanted to read and understand Torah 
Hebrew? As a first phase in the launch of Kehilla’s new 
“700 Benches” beit-midrash program,  Kehilla is 
offering  a class designed to be an immersive 
experience in the language and structure of biblical 
Hebrew. What do we mean by “immersive?" Think of 
once a week jumping into the deep end of the pool—
with water wings as needed, swim buddies, and a 
lifeguard. 
This class is a multi-level beit-midrash in which 
students will learn the grammar that will allow them 
to begin reading biblical Hebrew without an English 
translation. Working primarily in chevrutah (pairs, 
small groups), we will learn grammar together, while 
simultaneously reading biblical narrative in Hebrew. 
People at all levels of Hebrew abilities are encouraged 
to join. Students will be expected to do some 
homework and memorization, but the emphasis is on 
concepts and resources that will allow you to begin to 
“swim” on your own! 
If you are interested in the class, but need some work 
on your aleph-bet, you will find resources to help get 
you up to speed on our website at this link: 
http://kehillasynagogue.org/online-hebrewbiblical-
text-resources/ 
Prerequisite: Aleph-bet and Vowels 
Dates:  Thursdays, Sept. 8- Sept. 29, Oct. 27, Nov. 3 (A 
six-session series) 
Time: 6:30-8:30pm 
Cost: $150 Kehilla members, $180 General Public.  No 
one turned away for lack of ability to pay the full 
amount. If you are unable to pay the full amount, 
please contact sjgrodin@comcast.net. 
Questions? Contact Jenna Stover-Kemp at 
jennakemp25@gmail.com or Sharon Grodin at 
sjgrodin@comcast.net. No one is turned away for lack 
of funds; please discuss this with us. 

 
 

 
 
Conversion Group  
Begins September 12, 7:30pm 
Led by Rabbi Dev Noily and Sharon Grodin 

 Kehilla’s conversion group is the communal portion of 
a process of individual inquiry that each participant 
anticipates will lead to adopting Judaism.  Kehilla’s 
spiritual leaders Rabbi Dev and Sharon Grodin are 
available to guide participants in their reading, 
selection of classes, and experiences that inform their 
education toward discernment about this decision. 
 The group is not an “introduction to Judaism” class, 
but rather a forum where participants reflect on and 
share insights about the studies and experiences each 
is undertaking within Kehilla and elsewhere.  The 
group meets once a month for 1-1/2 hours, which 
typically includes some learning together and 
responding to each others’ questions. Because this 
group is intended to support conversion in the 
context of Kehilla community, after the first two 
sessions, participants are expected to decide whether 
Kehilla is a good fit for them; if so, participants will be 
come members, and if not, participants will be 
supported in finding an alternative for their 
conversion studies. 
If you are interested in this group, please contact 
Sharon Grodin at sjgrodin@comcast.net.  
Dates:  Mondays, Sept. 12, Nov. 14, Dec. 12  
Cost: No charge (but see above about membership).  
Led by Rabbi Dev and Sharon Grodin. 
Location: Sanctuary/Buber Room 

 

http://www.KehillaSynagogue.org
http://kehillasynagogue.org/online-hebrewbiblical-
mailto:sjgrodin@comcast.net.
mailto:jennakemp25@gmail.com
mailto:sjgrodin@comcast.net.
mailto:sjgrodin@comcast.net.
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Adult Education (continued) 
 
"Drumming As Prayer" Class 
A Two-Class Series: September 18 & September 21 
Taught by Debbie Fier, Kehilla Musical Prayer Leader & 
“Heartbeat of the Service"  
     Drumming is an active form of meditation. It 
provides a wonderful way to be present, express 
yourself and learn how to drum with a group in sacred 
community space. At Kehilla, we are creating an 
intergenerational drum group, called Ketzev Kehilla, 
(the Beats of Kehilla), and we have been learning 
some of the rhythms for the Kehilla melodies and also 
drumming at our Chai Shabbat services. 
     This is a two-class series. It can be taken as a series 
or as individual classes. (However, if you want to 
drum at High Holy Days services, you must come to 
both classes.) 
       Those who wish to will have the opportunity to 
drum for our High Holy Days services at the Scottish 
Rite Center in Oakland. Participants who want to join 
us in drumming need to commit to coming to both 
classes of the series (exceptions may be made IF you 
have taken previous ‘Drumming as Prayer’ classes with 
Debbie. In those cases you must come to at least 1 
class). If you have taken this class before, and enjoy 
drumming in our Kehilla circle, please come to the 
class!  We will always learn new rhythms, practice new 
exercises and continue building on what we have 
previously done. 
     All ages and all levels welcome!  Please bring a 
drum if you have one.  If you need a drum for the 
class, please email Sasha@kehillasynagogue.org and 
we will do our best to provide one. Hand percussion 
(shakers, claves, etc.) will be provided. 
     Dates: Sunday, Sept 18 - 4-5:30 and Wednesday,  
Sept 21, 7-8:30 in the Fireside Room.  
    Cost:  2-class series: $36 members/ $46 non-
members; Individual class: $20 members/ $25 non-
members 
    Location: Fireside Room 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Chai Mitzvah Group Forming: “A Jewish Year” 
Begins Sunday, October 16, 5:30pm 

In response to many requests for a more structured, 
group-based program for exploring Judaism, Kehilla is 
offering a Chai Mitzvah group beginning in October.  
What is “Chai Mitzvah,” you ask?  It’s a curriculum and 
structure created by a Jewish-multidenominational 
(including Renewal) group of rabbis and educators, 
designed to support group study and a period of 
committed personal exploration.  No prior experience 
with Judaism or Hebrew is required.  Here’s what the 
creators have to say about it: 

“Chai Mitzvah is a unique adult engagement program 
that encourages an integrated, experiential approach 
to Jewish life through five simple components. Each 
participant:  

1. Attends monthly group learning with a set 
curriculum provided by Chai Mitzvah.  

2. Chooses an independent study topic for the year.  

3. Chooses a ritual/spiritual practice to take on for the 
year.  

4. Chooses a social action activity to commit to for the 
year.  

5. Celebrates the journey!”  

In our case, we’ve chosen “A Jewish Year” as an 
overarching theme. Participants will investigate and 
experience the Jewish calendar as it occurs, separately 
or together, as interests dictate.  Our mitzvah group 
will meet on third Sundays starting in October, with 
minimal costs set to cover our fee from Chai Mitzvah 
for the materials (the more participants, the lower the 
cost, but we are setting the initial registration fee 
$18/person for the 9-month period).  The group may 
decide to engage speakers or project leaders on 
particular topics and share the cost of that additional 
enrichment.  For more information about the 
program, see www.chaimitzvah.org.  For questions 
about our group, contact sjgrodin@comcastnet. 

Dates: Monthly for 9 months, beginning Sunday,  
Oct. 16, 5:30-7pm 

Cost: $18/person 

Location: Back classsroom, main floor 

mailto:Sasha@kehillasynagogue.org
http://www.chaimitzvah.org.
mailto:sjgrodin@comcastnet.
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Adult Education (continued) 
 

Elements of Magical Judaism 
Begins Monday, October 16, 6:00pm 
with Reclaiming* Teachers  
Jude Elf & Maggid Jonathan Furst 
Join us for a six-week exploration of Earth-based 
Judaism through the elements of Earth, Air, Fire, 
Water and Spirit. Develop personal practices and 
improvisational ritual co-creation skills, blending 
modern G!ddess-oriented magic with traditional 
Jewish and ancient Hebraic spirituality.  
Dates: Mondays, October 17 - November 21, 6pm  
Cost: $240-$90 sliding scale 
Location: Sanctuary 
For More Info: contact jfurst@pobox.com or  
415-516-4904 
*Learn more about Reclaiming here: 
http://www.reclaiming.org/  
Co-sponsored by the Jewitch Collective and Derech 
Ha'Aretz Outdoor Yeshiva 
 
I Never Knew Hebrew Could Be So Much Fun 
Class 
Begins Sunday, October 23, 10:30am 
Taught by Bracha Stone 
Once again Bracha is offering her fabulous course in 
beginning Hebrew. Absolutely no previous Hebrew 
experience is required or expected. Come and find out 
why you don’t have to know very much at all in order 
to have Hebrew take on a very special place in your 
life. Bracha loves to teach this class since adults tend 
to be very compliant students and they ask such 
serious questions. Form a community of like-minded 
adults, play games, sing songs and learn, learn, learn.  
Repeaters welcomed!! 

Dates:  Sunday, Oct. 23, 30, Nov. 6, 10:30am-11:45am 
Cost:  $54 members, $66 nonmembers 
Location: Given at the time of registration. 
Call Bracha for questions or concerns. 510-703-2220. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Personalizing Our Experience With Jewish 
Liturgy 
First meeting: Sunday, October 23, 6:30pm 
A new group convened by Bracha Stone 
Designed for those who want to explore an expanded 
and creative relationship to Jewish liturgy. While there 
is no expectation of a belief in "God," this group is 
designed for those who desire to personally connect 
to "something-bigger-than-us" and/or "the-wisdom-
deep-within-us." We will witness and be witnessed as 
we explore our attraction and creative responses to 
traditional Jewish prayer practice. We will meet 
together once a month for 5 months. We will also 
participate in a weekly email conversation concerning 
our intentions, and the challenges and blessings we 
experience as we enact our them. 
Dates:  First meeting is Sunday, Oct. 23, 6:30-8:30. 
There will be a meeting at the same time in the 
evening in November, December, January and 
February. Specific dates for each month will be 
determined by October 1st.  
Cost:  $120 members, $150 nonmembers 
Location: Given at the time of registration.  
Call Bracha for questions or concerns. 510-703-2220.  

A Class in the Poetic Word 
Begins Wednesday, October 26, 7pm 
Taught by Lenore Weiss 
Come learn about several outstanding twentieth-
century American Jewish poets, including a number of 
contemporary writers. The four-session class will 
examine work by poets who express diverse 
connections to the Jewish experience.  For the first 
hour of each session, we will examine and discuss the 
poet’s work. Using writing prompts from the readings, 
during the second hour we will respond to the poetry 
in whatever written form we choose. Open to all. No 
writing experience is required. Special guest visits by 
local poets. All lovers of the word are encouraged to 
participate. Bring a notebook and pen. 
Dates: Wednesday, Oct. 26, Nov.  9,  Nov. 23, Nov. 30, 
7-9pm 
Cost: $88 members, $112 nonmembers 
Location: Fireside Room 
 

mailto:jfurst@pobox.com
http://www.reclaiming.org/
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A Community Forum on the Movement for Black Lives Platform 
[continued] 
     Part of the platform, called Invest/Divest, deals 
with connections between U.S. military spending and 
interventions abroad on the one hand, and the lack of 
funding for domestic social needs and militarization of 
U.S. police on the other hand. This part of the 
platform also addresses U.S. military support for Israel 
and the unjust treatment of Palestinians under 
Occupation, using language that some Jewish people 
and organizations have objected to strongly.   
     Our intention is to create a community forum that 
centers the Platform’s demands for racial and 

economic justice, while making space for the complex 
emotional responses that may arise for us in 
relationship to Jewish identity, racial identity and all 
the aspects of ourselves that make each of us who we 
are.  
     Please be in touch with us if you have questions or 
feedback.  
     RSVP if you can  to Sasha@kehillasynagogue.org.  
 – it will help us a lot as we plan the afternoon. 

 
 

Join the 30th Annual G.R.I.P. Harmony Walk in Richmond 
To End Hunger & Homelessness-to Benefit the Greater Richmond Interfaith Program 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     On October 29, Greater Richmond Interfaith 
Program is hosting its 30th annual Harmony Walk/Run 
to End Homelessness in Richmond. Several Kehilla 
members and members of St. John’s Church joined a 
team last year in memory of David McPhail and Judy 
Abel, GRIP activists who both died in September, 
2015.  
     That team raised over $1,000 in support of the 
Souper Center, a program operated by GRIP, which 
serves meals to homeless and needy residents and 
also runs a family shelter. David and Irene, his wife, 
both Kehilla members, and Betty Young, started a 
group now called David’s Dinner Group which 
prepares a monthly meal for families staying at the 
GRIP shelter. Several Kehilla members, people who 
had been members of an El Cerrito church where 
David had ministered, and members of St John’s 
Presbyterian Church in Berkeley, are in the dinner 
group as well. 
     David did this Walk every year through 2014. 

Kehilla members have another opportunity this year 
to remember and honor David while helping to ease 
homelessness. 
     We encourage everyone’s participation in or pledge 
of money to the team. We will have a team name and 
a team page set-up with the Harmony Walk website 
by mid-September. 
     The web address with a link to our team page & 
further details will be provided in the Kehilla weekly 
e-mails.    
     Check-in on October 29 begins at 9:00 a.m. The Run 
starts at 10:30 a.m. The Walk starts at 10:45 a.m. You 
can walk or run for as much, or as little, a distance as 
you want.  And, there will be a festival in the park 
after the walk.  
     Please consider sending a donation or joining the 
team after the team page is setup. If you have 
questions about the team, feel free to contact Sue 
Goldberg directly at suegoldberg@sbcglobal.net 

 
Pictured: Alex Madonik, Ruthie Levin, Richard Speiglman, Sue Goldberg 

 

mailto:Sasha@kehillasynagogue.org.
mailto:suegoldberg@sbcglobal.net
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An Interview with Spiritual Leader Avi Rose 
by Bill Lazarus

     More refugees are 
fleeing persecution now 
than at any time since the 
end of World War II, says 
Avi Rose, who has spent 
most of his life as a political 
and social activist, and who 
now finds himself turning 
more and more to issues of 
immigration and the flood 
of people seeking safe 
haven. With millions of 
refugees left homeless and 
nationless as the result of 
warfare in Syria and 
elsewhere, Avi sees the 

Jewish response as extending “beyond empathizing. 
“It’s identifying,” he says. “We need to see ourselves 
as coming out of Egypt.” 

     “We were strangers. We know the heart of the 
stranger,” adds Avi, who is executive director of 
Jewish Family and Community Services East Bay . That 
“central narrative” of the Jewish people is a key these 
days to the work of JFCS. About 2,000 of the 8,000 
people it annually serves are refugees and other 
immigrants. While the work of JFCS has historically 
been geared toward helping the Jewish community, it 
is not exclusively so. Avi says, “Tikkun Olam is not 
about bringing healing only to the Jewish people. It’s 
about “olam.” It’s about the world as a whole.” 

     When Avi started work at JFCS in 2005, the agency 
was already involved with helping immigrants from all 
over the world. When the surge of Jewish immigration 
from the Former Soviet Union subsided in the 1990’s, 
JFCS began to serve people from other countries, 
including Afghanistan, Bosnia, Cambodia, Iran, Iraq 
and Syria. Many of these refugees are Muslims. JFCS 
currently helps numerous families from Afghanistan, 
many of whom were subject to persecution after 
assisting Americans in the war against the Taliban. 
JFCS also has devoted itself to helping LGBT refugees 
fleeing particularly harsh oppression because of their 
sexual orientation or gender identities. 

     As a youth, Avi grew up mostly in Phoenix in a 
liberal Jewish family, largely out-of-kilter with the 

mostly right-wing community. His dad hailed from the 
Bronx, and was himself the son of immigrant parents 
who made their way to the United States from 
Lithuania. When Avi was 13, he moved with his family 
to Sacramento, and soon started spending time in the 
Bay Area. It was the late 1960s and “politics, drugs and 
rock and roll — it was all here.” 

     Avi became a political activist in high school, and 
chose to go to college at Brandeis, which was a hotbed 
of leftist politics. While he came out as a gay man in 
college, his activism was focused more on anti-war 
work and economic issues. After college, he worked 
for a period as a union steward. Avi joined other 
progressive Jews in the Boston Committee to 
Challenge Antisemitism and became, in the 1980s, 
involved in New Jewish Agenda, a national 
organization that he co-chaired, and that focused on a 
wide variety of issues, including Mid-East peace, 
feminism, disarmament, LGBT rights, oppression in 
Central America and the sanctuary movement. Avi 
also took up work battling AIDS, and co-edited Twice 
Blessed, a book about gay and lesbian Jews. 

     While Avi was aware of immigration issues, it 
wasn’t then a focus of his work and activism. That 
changed in 2005 when he started at JCFS and found it 
“powerful” to be working to help both Russian Jews 
and Afghan Muslims. “I’m really impressed by the 
resilience of most of the refugees whom we are 
helping.  They are individuals with their own quirks, 
strengths and shortcomings, and most have 
experienced significant trauma. It is a huge 
undertaking to leave your home – everyone and 
everything you know – and start your life over again in 
a new country..” 

     While, culturally, the Bay Area is “really welcoming, 
economically, this is a really hard area to come to,” Avi 
says. As a result, families crowd into small living 
quarters together, and people work two or three jobs 
to get by. 

     At seders, Avi has hosted refugees. “It’s powerful to 
be at a seder with somebody who has recently had to 
‘leave Egypt,’” he says. Avi also asks, “What is more 
Jewish than resettling refugees?” He answers himself 
in a word. “Nothing.”



 15 

A Note on the Israel/Palestine Values Survey 
by Rabbi David J. Cooper 

 
     Last month we send out to every member 
household a survey to determine support for a 
statement of values on Israel/Palestine. One could 
indicate where one stood on a spectrum from very 
much disagreeing to strong agreement (scale of 1 to 
5). 
     As of this writing, 141 responses have been 
received. 
     99 responses are 5’s – strongly agree. (71.7%) 
     26 are 4’s – generally agree (18.8%) 
     7 are 3’s – more or less neutral (5.1%) 
     3 are 2’s – generally disagree (2.2%) 

     3 are 1’s – very much disagree (2.2%) 
     In a few days, I will be reading the many written 
comments on the proposed wording and I plan to 
print some of them in the November Kol Kehilla, with 
the permission of their authors to print with ascription 
or anonymously. 
     The decision to adopt the statement as is (or with 
grammatical changes) will be in the hands of the 
Kehilla Board. Currently the plan is that in October the 
results of the survey and representative comments 
and suggestions will be forwarded to the Board for 
their consideration and action. 

 
Chevra Kadisha Sh'mira Readings Project 

 
    Kehilla’s Chevra Kadisha is pleased to announce the 
completion of our “Sh’mira Readings Project.”  We 
now have two beautiful volumes that can be used by 
the shomrim (“watchers”) –those who sit with the 
body of a community member who has died until the 
time of burial. 
    Traditionally, shomrim read Psalms during the 
sh’mira  (“watching”).  In Kehilla we have provided 
other readings—poetry and prose from Jewish and 
non-Jewish sources as well as portions of our liturgy—
so that each shomer might deepen his or her own 
reflections on the meaning of life and death.   
     As we embarked on revising and expanding these 
additional readings, our discussions and study led us 
to taking a closer look at The Book of Psalms as well.  
We looked at many different translations and 

interpretations and selected the one for each Psalm 
that we thought invoked the values of Jewish Renewal 
movement.  
     A small group from Kehilla’s Chevra Kadisha 
traveled to Boston in June to present a workshop on 
these readings and to discuss Kehilla’s approach to 
sh’mira at the annual K’vod v Nichum (“honor and 
comfort”) conference.  More than thirty people 
attended our workshop and received our presentation 
with great enthusiasm.   
     We will formally present Kehilla’s Readings for 
Shmira and Psalms for Shmira at the Morning Service, 
Sept 17.  We invite the entire community to join in 
our simcha and to learn more about the practice of 
sh’mira.   

 

Finding Your Spiritual Direction 
 
     Spiritual direction is a process of inner listening that 
enables individuals to discern the movement of the 
Spirit in their lives, so they can come to understand 
both the spiritual dimension and the spiritual direction 
of their experience. In this sense, spiritual direction is 
a pathway to teshuvah, toward finding one’s way back 
to the Source that birthed and sustains each of us.  

     Spiritual directors have been trained to help those 
seeking the Spirit to find direction. They also help 
seekers find appropriate spiritual practices. 

     Rabbi Burt offers individual Kehilla congregants 
hour-long meetings in spiritual direction. Any Kehilla 
member is entitled to such a session once a year 
without cost. Burt usually meets with congregants at 
Kehilla on Tuesday afternoons and evenings, several 
times a month. He also sees people at his home in El 
Sobrante at other times during the week. If you are 
interested in meeting with Rabbi Burt, please contact 
him at Rabburt@earthlink.net, or by calling 
510.283.5704. 

 
 

mailto:Rabburt@earthlink.net,
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Competing Death Penalty Initiatives on November Ballot 

by Beth Weinberger 
 

     This November we'll have a chance to vote again to 
repeal California's death penalty, replacing it with Life 
Without Possibility of Parole.  Unfortunately, a 
competing measure that would attempt to change the 
appeals process to expedite executions has caused 
confusion, especially as the latter measure's title is 
misleading.  So here's an explanation of each of the 
initiatives with recommendations in keeping with 
Kehilla policy. 

 
The Justice that Works Act of 2016—Proposition #62  

 This is essentially the same as Prop. 34 on the 
2012 ballot, which Kehilla supported.  It would replace 
the death penalty with life without the possibility of 
parole.  It would: 

 End state killing and eliminate the possibility 
of executing innocent people.  Since 1973, 
156 people, convicted of murder, have been 
exonerated, 3 of them in California. 

 Keep dangerous criminals from ever being 
released. 

 Save approximately $150 million a year that 
could be put to more productive use. 

 Increase to 60% the portion of wages earned 
by persons sentenced to life without parole 
that may go to victim restitution funds. 

Recommendation:  Support Prop. 62 
 
Death Penalty Reform & Savings Act of 2016—
Proposition #66 

  Prop. 66 attempts to “reform” a  failed death 
penalty system by changing the appeals process.  It 
would remove current safeguards, limit the ability to 
present new evidence of innocence and set unrealistic 
deadlines for trials and appeals.  The changed 

procedures and new deadlines would force hiring of 
hundreds of new, inexperienced attorneys at taxpayer 
expense. If it succeeded, it would: 

 Increase the chances of wrongful convictions 
and execution of innocent people 

 Interfere with our due process and appeals 
processes, which might be found 
unconstitutional after costly and lengthy 
lawsuits. 

 Authorize the state to house death row 
inmates in new prisons. 

 Model California's system after Texas' rapid 
execution mill. 

 Move appeals from the state Supreme Court 
to local county courts, prioritizing these cases 
and the shortened timelines.  It would 
overwhelm lower courts and severely limit 
their ability to hear other types of cases or 
conduct any other court business. 

Recommendation: Oppose Prop. 66 
 
        This fall you'll have a chance to hear more about, 
question and discuss these initiatives, as well 
as a number of others at a Kehilla Ballot Initiatives 
evening, October 17.  Mark your calendars and see 
Richard Speiglman's article, also in this issue, on some 
of the other initiatives, researched and recommended 
by Oakland Community Organizations (OCO.) 
     If you want more information now about the death 
penalty initiatives; if you want to help with the 
campaigns or donate to them, go to 
www.yeson62.com or contact me at 
bethw0104@mindspring.com.  

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Not Registered to Vote?  
 

Please contact karenrachels@gmail.com 
of Kehilla’s Economic Justice Committee 
She will help you get registered before 

the November election 

http://www.yeson62.com
mailto:bethw0104@mindspring.com.
mailto:karenrachels@gmail.com
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Community Discussion of Ballot Propositions and Local Measures 
by Richard Speiglman 

 
Monday, October 17, 7-9pm 

Kehilla Social Hall 
Sponsored by  

Kehilla Economic Justice Committee, Greening Committee and Anti-Death Penalty Action Group 

Bring yourself, your friends and your family, your questions and your answers 

     When I was a kid in Des Moines, reform Rabbi 
Edward Zerin (Temple B’nai Jeshurun) used to implore 
youth – perhaps it was at our B’nai Mitzvot – to be 
“informed, participating Jews.”  I may have taken this 
to be the 11th Commandment, and I think the 
instruction was responsible for my 50-something years 
of reading at least the local, state, and national news 
sections of the daily newspaper.  Sometime later, a 
sociology professor suggested that the important 
news appears in the business section.  We won’t get 
into the question of sports news. 

     I never fully understood the Jews part of the 
obligation.  But nevertheless I’m pretty sure the 
informed/participating charge includes voting and, to 
the extent possible, understanding the implications of 
your vote prior to casting it. 

     In their length, California ballots present a serious 
challenge.  We need each other’s help to become well-
informed prior to voting.  Instead of sitting home 
alone the night before the election frantically trying to 
decide how to vote on propositions and local 
measures, on the evening of October 17th please join 
other community members to discuss ballot 
measures. 

 Bring your sample ballot (and your mail-in or 
absentee ballot if you have one) 

 Join discussion of some of the most important 
state and local ballot measures (if only we had 
time to tend to all of them!) 

 Written materials on all the state propositions 
and some local measures will be available, 
including recommendations from Kehilla, 
Oakland Community Organizations (OCO), and 
other organizations 

 Kehilla members and others actively engaged 
in working on some of the measures will offer 
brief presentations 

 
See the next page for OCO's recommendations on 

several state, county, and City of Oakland issues.  
We’ll have expanded endorsement information by 
October 17th.   

 
Please forward information on other measures, or 

for other localities, to Richard or Beth: 

rspeiglman@sbcglobal.net  

bethw0104@mindspring.com   

Or bring the information with you on October 17th.   

If possible, RSVP to Beth or Richard (see their 
contact information above.) 

mailto:rspeiglman@sbcglobal.net
mailto:bethw0104@mindspring.com
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Oakland Community Organizations 

Recommendations on CA, Alameda County, and City of Oakland issues 

Number Title or focus Content OCO 
endorsement 

State Propositions 

55 Tax extension 
Extends the temporary personal income tax on 
incomes over $250,000 to fund education and 

health care (Prop 30 extension) 
Support 

56 Tobacco tax Increases the cigarette tax to $2 / pack Support 

 57 Public Safety & 
Rehabilitation Act 

Increases parole chances for felons convicted of 
non-violent crimes and provides more 

opportunities to earn credits for good behavior 
Support 

 62 Death penalty Repeals the death penalty in CA Support* 

64 Adult Use of Marijuana Act 
Legalizes adults’ growing, possessing, and using 

marijuana for nonmedical purposes, with certain 
restrictions; establishes regulatory system for 

legal market.  

Neutral 

Alameda County Measures 

A Affordable Housing bond 
(property tax) 

Funding for a variety of approaches to promote 
affordable housing  Support 

Oakland City and School District Measures  

JJ Protect Oakland Renters 
Act  

Strengthen tenants’ rights by requiring owners to 
petition through the Rent Board for rent increases 

above annual CPI, extending just cause eviction 
protections to buildings built through 1995, and 

increasing Rent Board transparency and 
accountability 

Support 

LL 
Form civilian oversight 
commission of police 

department 
Promotes civilian oversight of police department Support 

KK 
Infrastructure 

improvements bond 
(property tax) 

Funding for a variety of improvements to streets, 
sidewalks, public buildings, and some funds for 

affordable housing 
Neutral  

HH Tax distributors of sugar-
sweetened beverages 

Promotes public health by raising price of sugar-
sweetened beverages Support 

G1 Oakland Unified School 
District  bond (parcel tax) 

Funds educator salary increases and middle 
school improvements (as of last draft seen) No vote (yet) 

* Kehilla recommends a yes vote on Prop. 62 and a no vote on Prop 66 (which would speed-up 
executions).  See accompanying article, “Competing Death Penalty Initiatives on November Ballot" on 
p. 17. 
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Seeking Shelter in the Days of Awe:  
 Immigrants and Refugees, Longing and Home 
[continued from p. 1] 
 
You can read a more complete description of our 
theme below.  Throughout the High Holy Days season 
and beyond, we’ll be integrating the spiritual practices 
of this time with ways to learn about and respond to 
the crises of migration that are shaking our world.  
During High Holy Days services we’ll hear from some 
of the folks in our community about their experiences 
with immigrants and refugees.  We’ll also have 
resources available during services about how to 
connect with local groups and join in efforts to 
respond.   
    And in the months following the High Holy Days, 
we’ll host a series of four community workshops, 
featuring congregants working to support immigrants 
and refugees.  The workshop topics are: Considering 
Offering Housing to a Refugee; Being Part of an 
Accompaniment Team for an Immigrant Family or 
Unaccompanied Minor; Immigration Policy, Advocacy 
and Intersectionality with Economic and Racial Justice 
Issues; and Kehilla as Sanctuary/Refuge for 
Immigrants.  
    May our practice during this season help each of us 
grow toward greater wholeness, joy, compassion and 
justice. 
    Our Theme for 5777:  Immigrants and Refugees, 
Longing and Home  
    A river goes out from the first place that was home, 
to water the garden, and from there it divides and 
becomes four headwaters. (Bereshit 2:10) 
    In the beginning all was one, undifferentiated and 
whole.  To come into the joy of embodied life is also to 
come into separateness.  And to be separate is to long 
for reconnection, to yearn for wholeness and for 
home.  The Yamim Nora’im (High Holy Days) point us 

in the direction of home, and outfit us for the promise 
and uncertainty of the journey.  We soften our hearts 
and open lines of communication with people we’ve 
hurt and who have hurt us.  We practice 
accountability, forgiveness, compassion and 
generosity.  We touch those who are dear to us with 
an extra measure of tenderness and gratitude. 
    This year we set out on this path in a world of 
growing displacement and migration. People forced 
from their homes by war, violence, poverty, drought, 
gentrification, and a swiftly changing climate are 
fighting for survival and searching for a refuge where 
they and their families can be safe.  Some in Kehilla 
are personally impacted, and many in our community 
are stepping up to help--by working to end structural 
violence, by challenging the economics underlying 
displacement, by offering loving personal support to 
immigrants and refugees, by fighting for policies that 
welcome immigrants and refugees, and by joining the 
struggle against deportation, targeting and 
discrimination against people who are undocumented.  
    As a community this year we will enter the inner 
landscape of exile and return.  We’ll encounter the 
stranger who dwells within us, and the stranger who 
dwells among us.  Together we will turn toward this 
tidal wave of displacement, expanding our capacity to 
welcome and support the growing number of 
immigrants and refugees in our midst.  As Torah 
teaches (Lev. 19:33-34), When a stranger resides with 
you in your land, you shall not wrong them.  The 
stranger who resides with you shall be to you as one of 
your citizens; you shall love them as yourself, for you 
were strangers in the land of Mitzrayim. 
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Coming Soon: Pronoun Stickers for Your Nametag 
by Hazzan Shulamit Wise Fairman, Lynn Bravewomon and Rabbi Dev Noily 

  
   As Davey Shlasko writes in the 
Trans*Ally Workbook, 
    “Most of the time, most people 
are on autopilot about pronouns. 
They call all women she, her and 
hers, and all men he, him and his. 
But being on autopilot doesn’t 
always work. Sometimes—
especially, but not only, when 
talking about trans* people—it can 
lead you to call someone a pronoun 
that isn’t what they’re usually 
called or what they want to be 
called.”  
     We are continuing to make 
Kehilla a more welcoming and 
inclusive space for all of our 
members.  All of us appreciate it 
when other people see us as who 
we are.  For  trans* people 
pronouns can be a constant source 
of being seen and affirmed when preferred pronouns 
are used by others; conversely the absence of 
accurate pronouns denies a critical piece of 
recognition and affirmation of identity. 
     Kehilla’s intention to build gender pronoun 
language in our community culture is part of gender-

inclusion efforts that reverse the 
invisibility caused when the wrong 
pronouns are used. 
     As a community of spiritual practice, 
it feels especially important that Kehilla 
be a place where everyone can be seen 
and affirmed in all of who we are.  So 
soon you’ll see a set of pronoun 
stickers next to our nametags. 
 Everyone has the option to add a 
pronoun sticker to your nametag, to let 
others know which pronouns you use.  
By using a sticker, cisgender people can 
support others in our community for 
whom “pronoun autopilot” doesn’t 
work well. 
     Whatever our gender identity, all of 
us have some experiences of resonance 
with the gender we were raised in, and 
some experiences of dissonance with 
the gender we were raised in.  We can 

all lean into those experiences to cultivate our 
compassion for ourselves and each other as we 
navigate this complex and shifting terrain of gender 
identity. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
    

    

A vocabulary moment: 

trans* refers to people whose 
gender identity is different from 

the gender identity they were 
assigned at birth, including 

people who are transgender, 
genderqueer, gender-

nonconforming, gender non-
binary, gender fluid, gender 

fabulous people. 

Cisgender refers to people 
whose gender identity is, for the 

most part, aligned with the 
gender they were assigned at 
birth and in which they were 

socialized. 

Kehilla Sings! 

 
         Interested in being part of a Kehilla Choir this Fall 
and Winter? We may offer this opportunity through 
our Adult Ed program with Bon Singer, a veteran 
cantor and synagogue choir director who has also 
directed Ya'Elah and Kitka.  
     PLEASE click on the following link and fill out a short 
questionnaire by Aug 28 to help us discern whether 
and how to move forward, and pass it on to your 
friends! 

 https://goo.gl/forms/Vd6jFONpn4IphBrK2 

https://goo.gl/forms/Vd6jFONpn4IphBrK2
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The Annual Kehilla Membership Retreat:  
Toward Further Improvements in Accessibility  

by Marilyn Golden & Don Stone 

In our debrief after another successful annual retreat, Kehilla’s Retreat Committee discussed how to achieve further 
improvements in the accessibility of the retreat to all members. Below is a report.  It addresses all dimensions of 
accessibility including affordability, access to the location, planning issues, and mobility access.  
 

Addressing Accessibility  at the Annual Kehilla Summer Retreat

     In the Retreat Committee’s debriefing of this year’s 
retreat, one focus of discussion has been about the 
accessibility challenges of Bort Meadow. There are 
various kinds of accessibility needs, including   
affordability, location, registration constraints, and 
physical mobility, all which contribute to the retreat 
location and experience being attractive and 
welcoming. 
     Affordability. We’ve had many comments that our 
past weekend retreats at retreat centers were out of 
the price range of many individuals and especially 
families—even with elective camping such as at Walker 
Creek Ranch.  
    Location issues: We have had requests for a location 
that is easy to get to on a Friday afternoon for people 
who want to camp the first night—and also for people 
who want make a round trip on Saturday. At Bort 
Meadow and at Walker Ranch, there is lack of cell 
phone reception. This can limit some members’ 
capacity to take part. Sometimes at Bort, there have 
been difficulties getting in and out of the locked gate 
when no one was on duty Friday.  
     Planning flexibility.  We need a site that is big 
enough that it does not require us to commit to a 
certain attendance well in advance. It helps to have 
flexibility that allows for final week commitment to 
attending, or even the day-of. Camping or easy 
commuting helps last minute planning and increases 
the numbers attending—about 25-30% of participants 
sign up or show up the last week. 
     Physical mobility. Challenges come with bumpiness 
or steepness of the terrain, any steps (none at Bort 
Meadow), accessibility to bathrooms (new Bort 
Meadow bathrooms are wheelchair accessible, though 
far from activities), parking availability, drop-off option 
for those needing it, and distance between the 
different stations—food, service, bathrooms, drop-off 
spot. We have had requests from people with mobility 
needs to have more accommodations so that they can 
attend either Bort Meadow, or another site.  
     Given these parameters, we are proceeding in the 
following manner: 

      *Reserve Bort Meadow for a weekend in July 2017 
(already have requested 7/14-16/2017, will hear back 
in late October if we got it). 
     *Tell anyone interested that we welcome their 
research on an alternative site that takes into account 
the factors mentioned above (our deposit for Bort 
Meadow, assuming we get our request, will be small 
enough to forfeit if we find a better site). 
     *Be proactive in responding to accessibility needs. 
Build into the reservation process a way to 
communicate specific needs and figure out best 
practices to meet them. For instance, the registration 
form/website will have a contact person for 
accessibility needs when we start to advertise next 
year’s retreat—Marilyn Golden may be filling this 
function. So coming up with solutions to specific needs 
can be creatively addressed well in advance. 
     Several congregants have already volunteered to 
assist with accessibility issues, including suggesting 
other sites/centers and being available to accompany 
individuals needing assistance to navigate at Bort 
Meadow, which is largely relatively flat, though the 
ground has a bumpy, uneven surface. 
     *Research alternative means of conveyance to 
transport individuals from point to point at the Bort 
Meadow site, possibly in ways that make use of the 
assistance from a volunteer. This research has already 
begun, with an initial finding that vehicles like golf carts 
are probably too expensive to own, rent, or transport 
from rental locations. Kehilla may have access to one 
or more ordinary wheelchairs that can be used. Or, all 
terrain wheelchairs may be one possibility. There may 
be other ways to deal with the bumpy terrain between 
the car turn-around and the dining tables that are not 
dependent upon volunteer assistance, and allow for 
more independent movement. 
     *Other concerns, suggestions, or ideas, regarding 
Kehilla Retreat accessibility issues or how to address 
them? Want to volunteer your assistance? 
     Contact either Marilyn Golden 
at mgolden@dredf.org, or Don Stone 
at donstone1@aol.com or 510-703-0073. 

mailto:mgolden@dredf.org,
mailto:donstone1@aol.com
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On the Origins of Kehilla: 
Social Justice 

                                                     by Rabbi Burt Jacobson 
Note: This is the fifth of a series of 
personal essays on the beginnings of 
Kehilla. Each article shares the 
origins of one or more of the ideals 
and/or values that motivated me to 
start Kehilla. The essays are adapted 

from the manuscript of the book I am in the process of 
completing, tentatively titled There is Only One Love: 
The Ba’al Shem Tov in the Modern World. 
     My passion for social justice came from my mother, 
Gert Jacobson. As the chairwoman of the Anti-
Defamation League in Cleveland during World War II, 
she tried to awaken the Jewish community to the Nazi 
atrocities in Europe. When our family moved to Texas 
in 1947, Gert became the chairwoman of the Anti-
Defamation League in San Antonio. In that capacity she 
worked with teachers in the public schools, instructing 
them on how to promote racial, ethnic and religious 
tolerance in their classrooms.  
     My mother’s commitment to social justice stemmed 
from her father, Ruby Goldberg. My grandfather, who 
was born in Romania, was a women’s tailor. A secular 
Yiddish-speaking Jew, he was strongly drawn to 
socialism. He became a negotiator for the International 
Ladies’ Garment Workers Union in New York. My 
mother remembered him coming home from the 
negotiations, infuriated by the tightfisted attitudes of 
the factory owners. He would go to the kitchen, pick up 
a carving knife and bang it repeatedly on the counter. 
“Those G… d…. bosses, those G… d…. bosses, they 
won’t give us a nickel! They won’t give us a nickel! 
      I did not hear that story until I was an adult, but I 
learned about the biblical prophets as a young student 
in the religious school of Temple Beth El in San 
Antonio. I came to admire the commitment of the 
Reform movement to social justice. 
       Yet, I did not study the words of the biblical 
prophets until I entered rabbinical school. In 1961, as a 
second-year student at the Jewish Theological 
Seminary, I took a seminar with Abraham Joshua 
Heschel on the prophets. By this time, Heschel was well 
on his way to becoming the most well-known Jewish 
religious thinker in the United States.  
       Heschel had completed his dissertation on the 
prophets in the late 1930s in Germany, just as the Nazi 
regime had come into power. In the late 1950s he 
decided to rewrite the book in English. The members of 

our seminar were privileged to read the galley proofs 
of The Prophets with him.  
    In the book’s introduction, Heschel wrote: 
     The things that horrified the prophets are even now 
daily occurrences all over the world. There is no society 
to which Amos’ words would not apply. 

Listen to this, you merchants who crush the 
poor,and trample on the needy! You who are 
thinking,“When will this New Moon festival  
finally be over so that we can sell our grain, and 
this Sabbath day, so we can market our wheat? 
Then we will tamper with the scales, making the 
bushel-measure smaller and the shekel-weight 
bigger. And then we can make slaves of the 
poor, buying them for their debt of a piece of 
silver or a pair of sandals, and we will even get 
paid for moldy wheat.”YHWH, the Pride of Israel, 
has sworn: ‘’I will never forget what you have 
done!’  Amos 8:4-7 

      Indeed, [Heschel continued] the sort of crimes and 
even the amount delinquency that fill the prophets of 
Israel with dismay do not go beyond that which we 
regard as normal, as typical ingredients of social 
dynamics. To us, a single act of injustice—cheating in 
business, exploitation of the poor—is slight; to the 
prophets, a disaster. To us injustice is injurious to the 
welfare of the people; to the prophets, it is a 
deathblow to existence; to us, an episode; to them, a 
catastrophe, a threat to the world.  
     Heschel’s prose was incandescent. I found his ability 
to enter the consciousness of the prophets utterly 
remarkable. As a result, the voices of the prophets 
have both stirred and haunted me throughout my life. 
     In the following years I found myself especially 
drawn to Amos, the first of the literary prophets, who 
focused almost exclusively on the necessity for social 
justice. Amos seemed totally relevant to the political 
climate of the late 1960s. Indeed, the Reverend Martin 
Luther King, Jr., who became Heschel’s friend and 
colleague, often cited Amos’ words. The day before he 
was assassinated in 1968, King delivered a speech in 
support of the striking sanitation workers in Memphis, 
in which he said:    

"Somehow the preacher must have a kind of fire 
shut up in his bones. And whenever injustice is 
around he must tell it. Somehow the preacher must  
[continued on next page] 
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On the Origins of Kehilla (continued) 
 
be an Amos, who said, “When God speaks, who can 
but prophesy?” Again with Amos, “Let justice roll 
down like waters and righteousness like a mighty 
stream.”  

       In the late 1960s I taught classes about Amos and 
his message to both high school students and adults. I 
emphasized the prophet’s fiery denunciations of 
corruption, wealth, luxury, perversion of justice and 
superficial religion.  

       As I thought about starting a synagogue in the early 
1980s, the fierce voice of Amos called out to me. I felt 
that this radical prophet of justice simply had to be 
given a platform in a city like Berkeley, which had been 
strongly identified with rapid social change, civic 
unrest, and political upheaval in the 1960s and ‘70s. 
The political Left was still robust and there were 
moral/political issues— the Israel-Palestine conflict, 
nuclear weapons, central American refugees—that 
cried out to be dealt with from a prophetic religious 
perspective. 

 
Thank you for Your Generosity 

 

Bar/Bat Mitvah Program 
Susan Coto McKenna and Rafael Coto 

General Fund 
Jane Weisbin and Charles Reilly 

Nueva Esperanza Accompaniment Teams (NEAT) 
Hope Friedman 
Irene McPhail 

Carolyn Schour 
Herbert Salomon and Marcia Liberson 

Simone Masson 
Lisa Rothman 
Ralph Silber 

Sandy Vaughn 
And members of Kehilla's three Accompaniment Teams 

Rabbi's Discretionary Fund 
David Levine and Laurel Zien

All Congregants Deserve A Safe Home 

If you or anyone in your home is experiencing: 
     >Child abuse  
     >Elder abuse  
     >Dependent adult abuse  
     >Teen dating violence 
     >Intimate partner violence (domestic violence) 
    The Kehilla Committee Against Abuse (CAA), working along side the Spiritual Life Practices Committee (SLPC), is 
here to help you become or remain safe.   If you are experiencing any kind of abuse, please call: Steven Falk, long-
time Kehilla member, at (510) 708-0517; Julie Patrusky, experienced domestic violence counselor and long-time 
Kehilla member, at (510) 528-0299; or Rabbi David at (510) 547-2424 x103.   Call the Shalom Bayit (Peace in the 
Home) helpline for counseling and advocacy for teen dating violence and domestic violence issues at: (866) SHALOM-
7 (742-5667) toll-free within the Bay Area or (510) 451-7233 (SAFE) outside the Bay Area.
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September 2016 
Fri., Sept. 2, NO Kabbalat Shabbat service tonight. 
Please join us on Friday night, Sept 16.  

Sat., Sept 3, 10:30am, Elul Shabbat Service on the 
Marina – Rosh Chodesh. Yes, it is one month to go to 
Rosh Hashanah and at this special outdoor service on 
the Marina we will celebrate the New Moon of Elul 
which includes Hallel, the musical holiday celebration 
prayers, led by Beth Dickinson. Discussion led by Rabbi 
David on our High Holy Day theme on our how our 
work on immigration and refugees connects to our 
Jewish path. Check the website for location. Bring a 
chair with you and prepare to dress warmly. Kiddush to 
follow.  Please bring vegetarian finger foods to share, if 
you are able.  

Tues., Sept. 6, 7:30pm. Middle East Peace Committee 
Meeting. Back classroom. 

Wed., Sept. 7, 7:50am Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room. (Enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview.)  Doors open at 7:50 a.m., 
short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30, 
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. 

Wed., Sept. 7, 6:30pm  Spiritual Life Practices 
Committee Meeting.  Fireside Room. 

Thurs., Sept. 8, 4-6pm. Kehilla School. Please enter 
through the kitchen door. 

Thurs., Sept. 8, 6:30pm. "700 Benches: 
Experiencing Biblical Hebrew." Taught by Jenna Kemp 
First class of the series.. (See details on p. 10)  

Fri., Sept. 9, 6:30pm, Friday Night Peace Walk with 
Rabbi David and OCO. This is an easy opportunity to 
really be part of the movement for peace in our own 
community led by Oakland Community Organizations’ 
Ceasefire campaign. Rabbi David has affirmed to OCO 
that we will try to have at least ten Kehilla folk join him 
at these walks for community peace.. The campaign is 
many-sided, including the training and mobilization of 
neighborhood peace interveners, the retraining of 
police, and a weekly peace walk with local 
congregations to support a “culture of peace and 
healing” in neighborhoods at risk. Rabbi David reports 
that he has done this about 10 times and it is an 

especially nice way to meet people from across the 
spectrum of Oakland communities.Meet inside First 
Mt. Sinai Church, 1970 86th Ave. For info, call 510-606-
5064.    

Sat., Sept. 10, 10am. Chai Elul Shabbat and New 
Member Welcome. Join our “Bima Team” for a 
spirited, musical service as we immerse in the month of 
Elul and prepare for the High Holy Days. Our newest 
members will receive a special honor during the Torah 
service, and we’ll kick off the morning with Ketzev 
Kehilla, our prayerful percussion orchestra. Come one, 
come all! Children most welcome! Vegetarian potluck 
luncheon to follow. Please bring a vegetarian dish to 
share.  Kiddush also sponsored by Ruth Goldstone & 
James Eder in honor of Ruth's mother Merle S. 
Goldstone's yartzheit. 

Mon., Sept. 12, 7pm. Book Discussion Group. We will 
discuss The Fixer by Bernard Malamud. Fireside Room. 
(See p. 8 for details.) 

Mon., Sept. 12, 7:30pm. Conversion Group. Buber 
Room. (See p. 10 for details.) 

Tues., Sept. 13, 7pm. Generosity Committee meeting. 
Fireside Room. 

Wed., Sept. 14, 7:50am Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room. (Enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview.)  Doors open at 7:50 a.m., 
short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30, 
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. 

Thurs., Sept. 15, 4-6pm. Kehilla School. Please enter 
through the kitchen door. 

Thurs., Sept. 15, 6:30pm. "700 Benches: 
Experiencing Biblical Hebrew." Taught by Jenna Kemp. 
(See details on p. 10.)  

Fri., Sept. 16, 5:30-7:30pm Solar Lights for Gaza 
Fundraiser and Pre-Shabbat Potluck: This is a special 
pre-Shabbat Service gathering and potluck meal 
organized by Kehilla’s Greening Committee and Middle 
East Peace Committee. The purpose is to raise 
tzedakah for Rebuilding Alliance’s project to provide 
solar lights for the residents of Gaza where electricity is 

Kehilla Community Synagogue 
1300 Grand Avenue (at Fairview) 

Piedmont, CA  94610 
(510) 547-2424 

Please come fragrance-free to all Kehilla events, 
for the health of people with respiratory conditions 

and chemical sensitivities. 
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often available for only four or five hours in a day. This 
is especially needed by children who would otherwise 
study at night by hazardous candle or kerosene light. 
(See article p. 8 .) Guest speaker: Donna Baranski-
Walker, founder of Rebuilding Alliance. We will have a 
Potluck Dinner in the Social Hall starting at 5:30.  Please 
bring a vegetarian or fish dish to share.  

Fri., Sept. 16, 7:30pm, Kabbalat Shabbat with Hazzan 
Shulamit, Julie Nesnansky, and Beth Dickinson. Join us 
for a soulful and spirited musical evening to welcome in 
the joy and peace of Shabbat.  Kiddush to follow. 
Please bring veggie finger foods to share! 

Sat., Sept. 17, 10:30am, Elul Shabbat Service with our 
Chevra Kadisha, at Kehilla led by Rabbi David, Hazzan 
Shulamit, and Julie Nesnansky. Celebrating the 
completion of our “Sh’mira Readings Project.” Sh’mira 
is the ritual of staying with the body of the deceased in 
the period preceding the funeral during which the 
shomer (“guardian”) traditionally reads from the book 
of psalms. For our members when they do Sh’mira, 
Kehilla’s Chevra Kadisha has assembled readings from 
innovative and interpretive translations of the psalms 
some of which we will read at this service. We will have 
a short Torah reading that morning with one aliyah. 
Deuteronomy 22:6-12. If you want to chant this, email 
Rabbi David.  In the Fireside Room. Kiddush sponsored 
by the Chevra Kadisha. 

Sat., Sept. 17, 3:30-6:30pm. Kehilla High Holy Days Art 
Reception. Fireside Room and throughout the building. 
(See announcement, p.4 for details.) 

Sun., Sept. 18, 3:30-7pm. A Community Forum on the 
Movement for Black Lives Platform Study & 
Conversation. With Kehilla leaders, staff, and 
members.  (See article, p. 9 for details.) Buber Room. 

Sun., Sept. 18, 1- 3 pm, “We Are the Bridge” Exhibit 
Reception at Osher Marin JCC in San Rafael. Sponsored 
by the Faith Trio (Kehilla, Islamic Cultural Center, 
Montclair Presbyterian). Includes at least two artists 
who are Kehilla members, Lea Delson and Susan 
Freundlich. 200 North San Pedro Rd. San Rafael 94903. 

Sun., Sept. 18, 2pm.  Yoga for Renewal. Rooted in 
Jewish Mystical Teachings. With Julie Emden of Jewish 
LearningWorks.  Co-sponsored by Kehilla.  4th Street 
Yoga, 1809C 4th Street, Berkeley, CA 94710. $25 Public 
/$20 members of co-sponsoring organizations. 
Register: tinyurl.com/yoga918.  

Sun., Sept. 18, 4pm. "Drumming As Prayer" class with 
Debbie Fier. Fireside Room. (See p. _ for details.) 

Wed., Sept. 21, 7:50am Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room (Enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview)  Doors open at 7:50 a.m., 

short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30, 
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. 

Wed., Sept. 21, 7pm. "Drumming As Prayer" class with 
Debbie Fier. Fireside Room. (See p. 11 for details.) 

Thurs., Sept. 22, 4-6pm. Kehilla School. Please enter 
through the kitchen door. 

Thurs., Sept. 22, 6:30pm. "700 Benches: 
Experiencing Biblical Hebrew." Taught by Jenna Kemp. 
Back classroom, main floor. (See details on p. 10.)  

Fri., Sept. 23,  6:-9:00 Bar/Bat Mitzvah Shabbat 
Celebration: This evening is for all Bar Bat Mitzvah 
family members and is a required part of the BBM 
Program. Come to the synagogue to welcome in the 
new school year and the New Year with a festive 
Shabbat evening. We will begin with a short table 
service followed by a vegetarian potluck.   Fireside 
Room & Sanctuary. 

Fri., Sept. 23,  6:30pm Tot Shabbat.  For babies and 
children up to 5 years old (or older if they enjoy it) and 
their grown-ups. Led by Jen Miriam Kantor, Alon 
Altman and Jen’s puppet friends. Please bring a 
vegetarian potluck dish.  Social Hall. Childcare will be 
provided upon request. 

Sat., Sept. 24, No Shabbat Morning service – Join us 
tonight for Pre-Holy Days Ingathering. 

Sat., Sept. 24. The Bird of Many Colors: A Pre-Holy 
Days Ingathering: 7:15pm schmooze with 
refreshments in the Social Hall, program begins at 8pm.  
Gather with us one week before Rosh Hashanah, as we 
turn together toward the Days of Awe. This year, rather 
than observing Selichot with a service, all are welcome 
to an evening of community, music, stories, meditation 
and reflection.  Join us in the social hall for a little nosh 
and socializing, followed by a program led by the 
Kehilla spiritual leadership and musical prayer leaders, 
as we focus our awareness and maybe set some 
intention for our experience of the holy days.   If you 
are new to Kehilla, or to Kehilla’s observance of the 
High Holydays, this evening is a lovely way to begin the 
experience.  If you’re accustomed to the Selichot 
services of the last few years, you’ll find a similar 
opportunity in this program for settling into intention 
and reflection. 

Sun., Sept. 25, 8:15am-4pm, ROPES course for Bar/Bat 
Mitzvah Students. Students will carpool together to 
the spectacular Fort Miley for a day of fun, adventure 
and an exploration of team building activities. BBM 
families will receive more information about this in the 
mail. 
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Sun., Sept. 25, 1:15-3:30 pm. Interfaith Environmental 
Activity with the Faith Trio (Kehilla, Islamic Cultural 
Center, Montclair Presbyterian). This interfaith activity 
involves removing non-native plants in Joaquin Miller 
Park. Four more volunteers from Kehilla are still 
needed. To volunteer, call Lea Delson 510-528-6725. 

Sun., Sept. 25, 9am. Joyfully Jewish for 
Kindergarteners. Back classroom, main floor. 

Sun., Sept. 25, 5pm. "Mrs. Reiff and the Counterfeit 
Shop," a staged play reading by Stephanie Anne 
Johnson. Sponsored by Kehilla. A touching portrait of 
the friendship between a Black teenager and a 
Holocaust survivor in the 1960s.(See details, p. 6.) 

Tues., Sept. 27, 6:45pm. (Dinner at 6:15)  Board of 
Trustees Meeting. All are welcome. Fireside  Room. 

Wed., Sept. 28, 7:50am Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room. (Enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview.)  Doors open at 7:50 a.m., 
short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30, 
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. 

Thurs., Sept. 29, 4-6pm. Kehilla School. Please enter 
through the kitchen door. 

Thurs., Sept. 29, 6:30pm. "700 Benches: 
Experiencing Biblical Hebrew." Taught by Jenna Kemp. 
Back classroom, main floor. (See details on p. 10.)  

Fri., Sept. 30.  No Services. 
 

October 2016 
Sat., Oct. 1, 10:30am, Elul Shabbat Service at Kehilla 
with Sharon Grodin and Julie Nesnanksy, a smaller 
service in the Fireside Room, with music and reflection.   
  
Sun., Oct. 2, 6:30pm, Erev Rosh Hashanah services at 
Scottish Rite Center, 1547 Lakeside Drive, Oakland.  For 
both adults and children, start at 6:30pm. Sermon by 
Rabbi Dev.  
 
Mon., Oct. 3. Rosh Hashanah services. SERVICES WILL 
END before 12:45! at Scottish Rite Center, 1547 
Lakeside Drive, Oakland. Our leaders are determined to 
conclude the service  in time for tashlich and lunch at a 
reasonable hour. 
8:30 – 9:15am. Silent Meditation Space - 3rd Floor 
9:30am – 12:40pm. Main Rosh Hashanah Morning 
Service, beginning with Ketzev Kehilla with Kehilla’s 
Spiritual Leaders, Hazzan Shulamit and our Musical 
Prayer Leaders 
10:00 – 11:15am. Family and Youth Service with Rabbi 
Dev Noily, Sandra Razieli, Natalie Boskin, and Musical 

Prayer Leader Beth Dickinson and surprise guests! 
Children, teens and adults welcome. 

10:15 - 11:15am. Rosh Hashanah Toddler Services with 
Jen Miriam and Alon Altman. Geared towards babies, 
tots, and kids up to 5 years olds and their grown ups or 
families. 
12:45-12:55pm, Tashlich at Lake Merritt (across the 
street from services) with Rabbi David. 

 Tues., Oct. 4, 9:30am-12:30pm, Second Day Rosh 
Hashanah Services at Kehilla, 1300 Grand Avenue, 
Piedmont, with Rabbi Chaya Gusfield and Eve Decker. 
Kehilla Sanctuary. Receive the replenishment of 
contemplative song, story, and silence. Rabbi Chaya 
Gusfield and Buddhist teacher and musician Eve Decker 
use the beautiful complement of Jewish and Buddhist 
teachings, music, and spiritual practices to delve deeply 
into the essence of this holy day. A more intimate 
service for the second day. 

Wed., Oct. 5, 7:50am Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room. (Enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview.)  Doors open at 7:50 a.m., 
short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30, 
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. 

Wed., Oct. 5, 6:30pm. Spiritual Life Practices 
Committee meeting. Fireside Room. 

Wed., Oct. 5, 7:30pm. Middle East Peace Committee 
Meeting. Fireside Room. 

Thurs., Oct. 6. No Kehilla School. 

Fri., Oct. 7, 7:30pm. NO Kabbalat Shabbat services. 
Please join us for Shabbat Shuva on Saturday morning, 
Oct 8. Our next Kabbalat Shabbat service with Hazzan 
Shulamit will be on November 4.   

Sat., Oct. 8, 10:30am. Shabbat Shuva Service at 
Kehilla.  Join Howard Hamburger and Julie Nesnansky 
for the special Shabbat service situated within the Ten 
Days of Awe. We take the themes of the High Holydays 
and we explore them in the context of Shabbat in a 
smaller service context. Kiddush sponsored by Beth 
Weinberger in memory of her mother, Frieda 
Weinberger, and by Amy Bat Tzipora in memory of her 
beloved Bubbies, Zaydies, mother and father. 

Mon., Oct. 10, 7pm.  Book Discussion Group.  We will 
discuss Mystics of Mile End by Sigal Samuel. Fireside 
Room. 

Tues., Oct. 11, 6:30pm. Kol Nidre Service (for grown 
ups) at Scottish Rite Center, 1547 Lakeside Drive, 
Oakland. Judaism’s most cherished prayer sung once a 
year, Kol Nidre, kicks off a day of collective 
introspection. Sermon by Rabbi David. 
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 Tues., Oct. 11, 6:30pm. Family Kol Nidre Service (for 
children and family) at Kehilla, 1300 Grand Avenue, 
Piedmont Led by Rabbi Dev Noily & Lior Ben-Hur.  
Geared toward children ages 6-12.  Children of all ages 
and adults welcome. 

Tues., Oct. 11, 6:30pm, Toddler Kol Nidre Service (for 
babies and tots) at Kehilla, 1300 Grand Avenue, 
Piedmont Led by Jen Miriam and Alon Altman.  A 
musical, spiritual journey geared toward kids up to 5 
years old and their grown ups.  

Wed., Oct. 12. Yom Kippur Morning Services 
at Scottish Rite Center, 1547 Lakeside Drive, Oakland 
8:30am- 9:15am, Silent Meditation Space 
9:30am,  Main Yom Kippur Morning Service 
10:00am- 11:00am, Youth Services  (6th - 8th grades) 

 Wed., Oct. 12. Yom Kippur Afternoon/Evening 
Services & Activities at Kehilla, 1300 Grand Avenue, 
Piedmont 
2:00- 4:30pm Drop off potluck offerings at Kehilla (or 
bring them at 7:45pm) 
2:30-3:30 pm Workshops 
4:30 pm Yizkor (Remembrance of those who died) 
5:15 pm Rabbi Burt sermon, Healing Service & 
Dukhanen (Priestly blessings) 
6:30 pm Ne’ila (Closing the Gates) 
8:00pm-9:30pm Community Pot Luck Break-Fast at 
Kehilla. Please bring a vegetarian main dish to share. 
Food can be dropped off at Kehilla between 2:00 & 
4:30 p.m., or at 7:45 p.m. 

Thurs., Oct. 13. No Kehilla School. 

Fri., Oct. 14, 6:30pm, Friday Night Peace Walk with 
OCO. Usually Rabbi David is on these walks but may be 
out of town this weekend. But Kehilla people have 
been coming, so it would be great to continue to have 
our shul’s participation in David’s absence. This is an 
easy opportunity to really be part of the movement for 
peace in our own community led by Oakland 
Community Organizations’ Ceasefire campaign. The 
campaign is many-sided including the training and 
mobilization of neighborhood peace interveners, the 
retraining of police, and a weekly peace walk with local 
congregations to support a “culture of peace and 
healing” in neighborhoods at risk. The neighbors there 
support these walks and it has always been peaceful 
and friendly. It’s a nice way to meet people from across 
the spectrum of Oakland communities who support 
Ceasefire efforts. Meet inside First Mt. Sinai Church, 
1970 86th Ave. For info, call 510-606-5064.   

Sat. Oct. 15, 10:30am. Shabbat Service with Sharon 
Grodin and Beth Dickinson. As we read the poem that 
comprises parashat Haazinu (Deuteronomy 32), we can 

see the influence of the theology of the prophets on 
this chapter. Of course, the prophets were centuries 
after Moses, so this is a much later insert into the 
Torah with a very different way of seeing God. What 
was this theology and how does it connect to later 
Jewish spirituality and to our social activism today? We 
will especially look at Deuteronomy 32:37-40. Kiddush 
to follow. Bring a veggy potluck dish to share. Fireside 
Room. 

Sun., Oct. 16, 11am-1pm. Kehilla Neighborhood 
Brunches. 

Sun., Oct. 16, 5:30pm. Chai Mitzvah Group. Back 
classroom, main floor.   (See details, p. 11.)  

Mon., Oct. 17, 7-9pm. Community Discussion of Ballot 
Propositions and Local Measures.  Sponsored by the 
Economic Justice Committee, the Greening Committee 
and Anti-Death Penalty Action Group. Social Hall. (See 
article, p. 17.) 

Mon., Oct. 17, 6:30pm. "Elements of Magical Judaism" 
class. Taught by Jude Elfe & Jonathan Furst. Sanctuary.  
(See p. 12 for details.) 

Wed., Oct. 19, 7:50am Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room. (Enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview.)  Doors open at 7:50 a.m., 
short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30, 
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. 

Wed., Oct. 19, 7pm. Economic Justice Committee 
Meeting. Social Hall. 

Thurs., Oct. 20, 4-6pm. Kehilla School. Please enter 
through the kitchen door. 

Fri., Oct. 21, 6:30pm, Sukkot Shabbat Friday Evening 
Potluck in the Sukkah. Bring the whole family and join 
us for a Sukkot dinner in the Sukkah (and/or Social 
Hall). This is not a ritual-heavy event – our major 
purpose is to celebrate and be happy, which is the very 
purpose the Torah describes for the holiday. We’ll do a 
few blessings, then a potluck dinner, conversation, 
perhaps a chance for kids to make sukkah decorations, 
and then, as you choose to, do the ritual of blessing the 
lulav palm frond and shaking in blessing to all the 
world’s directions with Rabbi David. At Kehilla 
Remember: Bring a veggy potluck dish to share and be 
joyous. 

Sat., Oct. 22, 10:30am. Sukkot Shabbat with Special 
Procession.  Appropriate for everyone in the family. 
Join Rabbi David & Julie Nesnansky as we celebrate 
Sukkot with a joyous musical service and processions 
(“hakafot”) with lulav followed by Kiddush in the 
sukkah. Bring veggie finger food to share. 
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Mon. Oct. 24. Simchat Torah Celebration at Chochmat 
HaLev  2215 Prince St., Berkeley at Fulton. 
Join with all the Bay Area Renewal communities for a 
night of sacred and ecstastic dancing to live music and 
special Torah chanting to celebrate the conclusion of 
our High Holy Day journey.    
6:00pm  Special Kids Celebration with Jen Miriam and 
Alon Altman, dance and sing around the Torah with  
puppets, music and friends 
6:30pm Vegetarian potluck dinner 
7:00 pm Maariv, Dancing and Torah service with the 
Shirat HaLev Musicians 
9:30 pm- Kiddush and refreshments 
Donation:  Members of participating organizations: 
$15-10   General Public $20-15   Children: $5 

Tues., Oct. 25, 6:45pm. (Dinner at 6:15)  Board of 
Trustees Meeting. All are welcome. Fireside  Room. 

Wed., Oct. 26, 7:50am Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room. (Enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview.)  Doors open at 7:50 a.m., 
short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30, 
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. 

Wed., Oct. 26, 7pm. A Class in the Poetic Word. Taught 
by Lenore Weiss. Fireside Room. (See p. 12 for details.) 

Thurs., Oct. 27, 4-6pm.  Kehilla School. Please enter 
through the kitchen door. 

Thurs., Oct. 27, 6:30pm. "700 Benches: 
Experiencing Biblical Hebrew." Taught by Jenna Kemp. 
(See details on p. 10)  

Fri., Oct. 28, 6:30pm, Tot Shabbat. For children up to 5 
years old (or older if they enjoy it) and their grown-ups. 
Led by Jen Miriam Kantor, Alon Altman and Jen’s 
puppet friends. Please bring a vegetarian potluck dish. 
In the Social Hall. 

Sat., Oct 29, 10:30am.  Shabbat Service and Torah 
Study with Rabbi David and Beth Dickinson. Here we go 
again! We are starting the Torah anew from the first 
parasha of the Torah. We will be looking at the mythic 
Garden of Eden story and how it has been 
reinterpreted in traditional and modern midrash (such 
as by Lilith Magazine and John Steinbeck). During the 
service, rather than chanting the Torah we will study 

and discuss Chapter 3 of Genesis. Followed by Kiddush. 
Bring veggie finger food to share. 

Sat., Oct.29, 9am. 30th annual Harmony Walk/Run to 
End Homelessness in Richmond, hosted by the Greater 
Richmond Interfaith Program (GRIP). Check-in 9:30am. 
Walk begins 10:30am.The web address with a link to 
our team page & further details will be provided in the 
Kehilla weekly e-mails. You can walk or run for as 
much, or as little, a distance as you want.  And, there 
will be a festival in the park after the walk. (See 
announcement, p. 14.) 

Sun., Oct. 30, 2:30-5:00, (1) Nuts and Bolts Workshop 
for Parents & (2) Interactive Discussion with Shalom 
Bayit for Bar/Bat Mitzvah Students 
(1) is required for parents, (2) is highly recommended 
for Students 
   Parents who have previously gone through the 
program will be coming to and share their nuts and 
bolts experiences about planning for the whole year, 
including sharing details about how to keep things 
organized, as well as kiddush and party planning. 
Simultaneously, Zephira Derblich-Milea from Shalom 
Bayit will be presenting her award-winning workshop, 
“Love Shouldn’t Hurt.” www.shalom-bayit.org/teen 
In this workshop, students will have the opportunity to 
learn and discuss about how to build and maintain 
healthy relationships.    
For questions or to request childcare for BBM related 
activities, contact sandra@kehillasynagogue.org.  

Mon., Oct. 31, 6:30-9:30pm. "Elements of Magical 
Judaism" class. Taught by Jude Elfe & Jonathan Furst. 
Sanctuary.  (See p. 12 for details.) 

Sat., Nov. 5, 6:45pm. Annual Harvest Dinner of the 
Faith Trio (Kehilla, Islamic Cultural Center, Montclair 
Presbyterian). Come early at 6:15 if you would like to 
be present at the Muslim evening prayer. Followed by 
multi-faith blessings before dinner. Designated potluck: 
Kehilla members bring veggy salads (fish okay). 
Muslims, Jews and Christians eating together and an 
opportunity to discuss the subject of the evening: 
Solidarity: A Spiritual Necessity. At the Islamic Cultural 
Center, 1433 Madison Street, Oakland. 
 

 
  

http://www.shalom-bayit.org/teen
mailto:sandra@kehillasynagogue.org.
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Kehilla Community Synagogue 
Please use the following number for all staff:  (510) 547-2424 

Co-Rabbi, David J. Cooper 
Rabbidavid@kehillasynagogue.org 

Co-Rabbi, Dev Noily  
RabbiDev@kehillasynagogue.org 

Executive Director,  Michael Saxe-Taller 
Michael@kehillasynagogue.org 

Managing Director, Beth Bittle 
Beth@kehillasynagogue.org 

Hazzan Shulamit Wise Fairman 
Shulamit@kehillasynagogue.org 

Bar/Bat Mitvzah Program Director, Sandra Razieli 
Sandra@kehillasynagogue.org 

Founding Rabbi, Burt Jacobson   (510) 283-5704 
RabBurt@earthlink.net 
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Communications Coordinator,  
Sasha Gottfried 
Sasha@kehillasynagogue.org 

Youth Programs Coordinator,  
Natalie Boskin  
Natalie@kehillasynagogue.org 

Bookkeeper, Molly Melamed 
Molly@kehillasynagogue.org 

Events Line: 

Fax: (510) 547-2442 

Chevra Kadisha: 
Jane Hoberman: 510-843-6047 

Committee Against Abuse: 
Steven Falk: 510-339-0517 

Spiritual Life Practices Committee Chair:  
Shoshana Finacom 
Spirituallife@kehillasynagogue.org 
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              High Holy Days 5777/2016 
                     Seeking Shelter in the Days of Awe:  
            Immigrants and Refugees, Longing and Home 
                                                    by Rabbi Dev Noily 

     In March of this year a 
group of Kehilla members 
working on immigration 
issues called a meeting to 
connect people in our 
community who are involved 

in all kinds of work and service with immigrants and 
refugees, and the laws and policies affecting them. 
    Here are some of the ways people who came to the 
meeting are engaged: 

 Working with Nueva Esperanza to form 
accompaniment teams who provide direct 
support to newly arrived Central American 
immigrants; 

 Supporting LGBT refugees through the Jewish 
Family and Community Services of the East 
Bay LGBT refugee resettlement program ; 

 Working with Jewish Voice for Peace doing 
neighborhood canvassing focused on 
welcoming refugees and ending Muslim 
profiling; 

 Participating in monthly vigils at the ICE West 
County Detention Facility to support 
immigrant detainees and their families; 

 Exploring Kehilla's potential to be a sanctuary 
synagogue for those who face deportation; 

 Providing legal or counseling services to 
immigrants; 

 Providing direct or financial support for Syrian 
and other refugees in Europe, through the 
Hebrew Immigrant Aid Society (HIAS) and 
other agencies; 

 Working with the East Bay Interfaith 
Immigration Coalition; 

 Providing support to Syrian refugees coming 
to the U.S. 

    I left that meeting inspired and moved by the 
incredible energy among people in the Kehilla 
community.  There are so many ways that so many 
people are supporting immigrants and refugees, 

fighting against deportations and human rights 
abuses, and advocating for policy changes that reflect 
our commitment to welcome people who are fleeing 
war, persecution and social and economic turmoil.   
    One thing that came up at the meeting was the 
need to let more people know about the work that’s 
happening, and to help more people join in.  How 
could we get word out about where contributions are 
needed and how people contribute—whether 
someone has an occasional few hours or dollars to 
give, or has housing to share, or can offer an ongoing 
gift of time? 
    When the Spiritual Leadership team (Rabbi David, 
Hazzan Shulamit, Avi Rose, Rabbi Burt, Howard 
Hamburger, Sandra Razieli, Sharon Grodin and myself) 
met to consider our theme for this year’s High Holy 
Days, “immigrants and refugees” emerged as a 
compelling choice.  We saw at least a trio of 
interconnected reasons to dig into this ground:  (1) the 
urgent humanitarian and justice issues underlying the 
unprecedented migration underway, (2) the energy 
already flowing in Kehilla to address the crises, and (3) 
the potential for our coming together for High Holy 
Days to help more people respond to the crises.  
    One more reason to let ourselves be guided by this 
theme is its profoundly rich spiritual terrain.  
Experiences of seeking refuge, migrating, yearning for 
home and offering harbor and kindness to those 
fleeing from danger open up the big questions that all 
of us sometimes face in moments of stillness.  What is 
the sense of disorientation, separateness or apartness 
that we sometimes feel? How do we come to be at 
home in the world and in ourselves? What is our 
longing for connection and at-one-ment—where does 
it come from, and where can it lead us? What are our 
personal and communal histories of migration and 
how do they shape us? How can we move toward 
harmony and balance between our unique individual 
experience and our shared connection to all that is? 

[continued on p. 19]
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Renew Your Membership Now! 
    Kehilla members in good standing will automatically 

receive complimentary admission to High Holy Day 
services when you renew your membership for 2015-16.  

Your admission to High Holy Day services will be your 
name at the door, along with your name tag.  

    To renew your membership, please visit our website at 
www.KehillaSynagogue.org.     

 

Discounts 
On First-Time Membership 

    We are offering a discount on membership dues 
through December 1, 2016. Dues are $200 for Adults 
under 30, and $660 for Adults 30 and over, and will 
include tickets to all High Holy Day services. Conversely, 
any payment made for High Holy Day tickets can be 
applied to the cost of membership. Payment plans can be 
arranged. 

   Visit the website at www.KehillaSynagogue.org and 
click on “JOIN” for more information, or  contact Sasha at 
(510) 547-2424 x100 or Sasha@KehillaSynagogue.org.   

 

 

High Holy Day Tickets  
for the General Public 

Tickets to services  for the general public can be 
ordered on the website at 

http://kehillasynagogue.org/highholydays/  

Tickets will also be available 
 for purchase at the door. 

High Holy Days Schedule 
The Bird of Many Colors:  

A Pre-Holy Days Ingathering 
Saturday, September 24  

Social hour at 7:15, Program at 8pm 

Erev Rosh Hashanah at Scottish Rite Center  
Sunday, October 2, 6:30pm  

Rosh Hashanah at Scottish Rite Center  
Monday, October 3, 9:30am  

Rosh Hashanah Family & Youth Service 
 at Scottish Rite Center 
Monday, October 3, 10am 

Rosh Hashanah Toddler Services 
at Scottish Rite Center 

Monday, October 3, 10:15am 

Second Day Rosh Hashanah at Kehilla  
Tuesday, October 4, 9:30am 

Shabbat Shuvah at Kehilla 
Saturday, October 8, 10:30am 

Kol Nidre at Scottish Rite Center 
 Tuesday, October 11, 6:30pm  

Kol Nidre Family Service at Kehilla  
Tuesday, October 11, 6:30pm 

Kol Nidre Toddler Service at Kehilla  
Tuesday, October 11, 6:30pm 

Yom Kippur Day at Scottish Rite Center  
Wednesday, October 12, 9:30am  

Yom Kippur Youth Service for 6th-8th Graders 
at Scottish Rite Center 

Wednesday, October 12, 10am 

Yom Kippur Afternoon/Evening at Kehilla 
Wednesday, October 12 

2:00-4:30pm: Drop off potluck offerings* 
2:30-3:30pm: Workshops 

 4:30pm: Yizkor (Remembrance) 
5:15pm: Rabbi Burt Teaching, Healing Service & Dukhanen  

6:30pm: Ne’ila (Closing the Gates) 
8pm: Community Potluck Break-fast 

*Please bring a vegetarian main dish to share. Food can be 
dropped off at Kehilla between 2:00 & 4:30pm or at 7:45pm 

 

 

KKeehhiillllaa  HHiigghh  HHoollyy  DDaayyss  
22001166//55777777 

http://www.KehillaSynagogue.org.
http://www.KehillaSynagogue.org
mailto:Sasha@KehillaSynagogue.org.
http://kehillasynagogue.org/highholydays/
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Executively Speaking  
A New Year: Looking Ahead 

                                         by Michael Saxe-Taller, Executive Director 
      

       It is again that time of the Jewish 
cycle when we reflect on the past year    
and imagine the one that is coming.   
     This year, my first full Jewish year at 
Kehilla, was filled with important 

moments and solid growth for us as a congregation. We 
finished the year a stronger, more cohesive community. 
We have increased our membership, solidified our 
finances, updated our technology, prepared for an 
upcoming rabbinic transition and developed even more 
committed congregant leaders (for specifics, see my June 
Kol Kehilla article at http://kehillasynagogue.org/oh-
what-a-year/. I think we can be proud of all that we did 
to strengthen our community and to make constructive 
change in the communities around us. 
     I am jazzed for the year that is coming up. We enter 
the year planted on firm ground,  prepared to face the 
next important set of challenges for us as a community. I 
think these include: 
     Caring for our building – Our physical home is in need 
of some significant repair. In addition, we want our 
building to be more accessible and more welcoming to 
our own community and to those who join us.  
     Completing our Rabbinic transition – Rabbis David and 
Dev will be serving as Co-Rabbis for this year until the  

 
next stage of the transition occurs in July 2017. We will 
have many chances to appreciate Rabbi David for his 
years of work and to prepare for Rabbi Dev’s step into 
the senior rabbinic role. We will also be searching for a 
dynamic new Director of Kehilla School to join our Kehilla 
leadership team.  
     Addressing the issues of a growing community – 
Kehilla grew by 25 member households in the past year 
and we have reason to think that we will continue to 
grow this year as well. We will need to put attention to 
welcoming our new members, as well as to how we 
maintain our intimacy and individual care while we grow. 
     Thinking about our next 5-10 years – As our present 
day situation has become stable, we now have the 
opportunity to image our future as a congregation and to 
strategize and prioritize the steps that will get us there.    
The Kehilla Board and many of our other committees will 
have opportunities to do this kind of thinking. 
     I am excited for the opportunity to engage with you 
this year on these issues and on the many other aspects 
of Kehilla life.  
     May we all have a sweet year of working, building, 
growing and celebrating together as a community. 
L’Shana Tova

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

It's Membership Renewal Time! 

    It is time again for you to renew your annual Kehilla dues pledge. 

     We are excited to have a new membership renewal and registration process, a result of another one of our 
year’s major accomplishments - a new, upgraded database. We now have one form that is used for membership 
renewals, new memberships and religious school registrations. The form will combine all fees and allow you to 
set up a payment plan. We will also be able to automatically update your contact information into the database.  

     We strongly encourage everyone to renew their membership electronically. If you need a paper registration 
form, please contact Sasha Gottfried at 510-547-2424 x100 or Sasha@kehillasynagogue.org  

     You have recently received a letter and a couple of emails outlining the renewal/registration process. You can 
access the renewal/registration form by going to the to the Kehilla website or to the link in the renewal emails.  

     We deeply appreciate your membership in this community and look forward to another year together! 

  

http://kehillasynagogue.org/oh-
mailto:Sasha@kehillasynagogue.org
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Chai Elul Shabbat & 
New Member Welcome 

Saturday, September 10, 10am 

      Join our “Bima Team” for a spirited, musical service as 
we immerse in the month of Elul and prepare for the High 
Holy Days. Our newest members will receive a special 
honor during the Torah service, and we’ll kick off the 
morning with Ketzev Kehilla, our prayerful percussion 
orchestra. Come one, come all! Children most welcome! 
Vegetarian potluck luncheon to follow. Please bring a 
vegetarian dish to share.  Kiddush also sponsored by Ruth 
Goldstone & James Eder in honor of Ruth's mother Merle 
S. Goldstone's yartzheit. 

 

Solar Lights for Gaza Fundraiser & 
 Pre-Shabbat Potluck 

Friday, September 16, 5:30pm 
     This is a special pre-Shabbat Service gathering and 
potluck meal organized by Kehilla’s Greening Committee 
and Middle East Peace Committee. The purpose is to raise 
tzedakah for Rebuilding Alliance’s project to provide solar 
lights for the residents of Gaza where electricity is often 
available for only four or five hours in a day. This is 
especially needed by children who would otherwise study 
at night by hazardous candle or kerosene light. Guest 
speaker: Donna Baranski-Walker, founder of Rebuilding 
Alliance. We will have a Potluck Dinner in the Social Hall 
starting at 6:00.  Please bring a vegetarian or fish dish to 
share.  Followed by Kabbalat Shabbat Service at 7:30. (See 
article, p. 8.) 

 

Elul Shabbat Service with  
the Chevra Kadisha 

Saturday, September 17, 10:30am 

     Led by Rabbi David, Hazzan Shulamit, and Julie 
Nesnansky. Celebrating the completion of our “Sh’mira 
Readings Project.” Sh’mira is the ritual of staying with the 
body of the deceased in the period preceding the funeral 
during which the shomer (“guardian”) traditionally reads 
from the book of psalms. For our members, when they do 
Sh’mira, Kehilla’s Chevra Kadisha has assembled readings 
from innovative and interpretive translations of the psalms, 
some of which we will read at this service. We will have a 
short Torah reading that morning with one aliyah. 
Deuteronomy 22:6-12. If you want to chant this, email 
Rabbi David.  In the Fireside Room. Kiddush sponsored by 
the Chevra Kadisha. 

A Community Forum on the  
Movement for Black Lives Platform 

Study & Conversation 
Sunday September 18, 3:30 – 7:00pm 

     Join us as we come together to study the 
platform as a community and to listen deeply to 
what the Movement’s leaders are saying. Rabbi 
David, Rabbi Dev, Hazzan Shulamit, and Rabbi Burt 
have endorsed the Movement for Black Lives 
Platform as individuals.  We invite you to read the 
entire platform, either ahead of time or at the 
Forum.   
    Our intention is to create a community forum 
that centers the Platform’s demands for racial and 
economic justice, while making space for the 
complex emotional responses that may arise for us 
in relationship to Jewish identity, racial identity and 
all the aspects of ourselves that make each of us 
who we are. 
    ( See article on p. 9 for details.)  

Kehilla High Holy Days Art Reception 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Saturday, September 17, 3:30-6:30pm 

     Kehilla is honored to present a group show 
reflecting this year’s High Holy Days theme of 
Immigrants. Refugees. Longing. Home. For the first 
time, Kehilla will be using art to deepen our 
individual and collective connection to the High Holy 
Days. 
     Over 20 Kehilla members have contributed more 
than 30 pieces, including sketches, paintings, mixed 
media, ceramics, photos, and narrative. The work is 
both beautiful and powerful. We invite you to join us 
at the artists’ reception.  Thanks to the talent and 
generosity of our congregation, art will be displayed 
not only in the Fireside Room but throughout the 
synagogue. Light refreshments will be served. We 
look forward to seeing you there! 
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A Gym for Writers 
     Have you always wanted to explore writing and 
other writers, but need a supportive environment 
to get the ink going? Here's an open invitation for 
all those who'd like to discuss forming a Jewish-
based writing group. 
     The possibilities might include — a place where 
we can generate new writing based on prompts 
and other self-starters, exchange information 
about our favorite Jewish writers and poets, read 
together, or something else.  
      If interested, please contact Lenore Weiss at 
webcontentlw@gmail.com  with "Gym for 
Writers"  in the subject line.   

Yoga for Renewal: 
Rooted in Jewish Mystical Teachings 

with Julie Emden of Jewish LearningWorks 

 

Sunday, September 18, 2:00-4:00pm 

     Integrate, mind, body, heart and spirit. Enhance 
your practices for living in balance and wellness with 
this gentle, grounded Iyengar-based yoga and 
movement practice infused with themes of 
realignment and renewal for the Jewish New Year. 

     Location:  4th Street Yoga, 1809 4th St., Berkeley 
     Cost:  $25.   Register: yogasept20.eventbrite.com 

     Co-sponsored by 4th Street Yoga, Chochmat HaLev, 
Congregation Netivot Shalom, Kehilla Community 

Synagogue, Temple Sinai Oakland. 

     Contact: jemden@jewishlearningworks.org 
About Julie Emden:  Julie directs the Embodied Jewish 
Learning Initiative at Jewish LearningWorks. A graduate of 
five fellowship and certification programs related to her 
work as a Jewish Educator and as a Yoga, Movement and 
Dance Instructor, Julie holds a BA from the University of 
Michigan. She holds teaching certifications in Iyengar-
based yoga from the Yoga Room in Berkeley, in Yoga and 
Jewish Spirituality from Elat Chayyim Center for Jewish 
Spirituality, and in Movement-based Expressive Arts from 
Tamalpa Institute.  

 “We Are the Bridge” Exhibit Reception 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Sunday, September 18, 1- 3 pm 
     This exhibit showcases works by artists of multiple 
faith traditions, and is sponsored by the Faith Trio 
(Kehilla, Islamic Cultural Center, and Montclair 
Presbyterian).  It includes a large selection from the 
May 2015 interfaith exhibition held at the Islamic 
Cultural Center of Northern California. Kehilla artists 
Tamar Raine, Susan Freundlich and Lea Delson are 
represented in this exhibit, along with many other 
wonderful artists.  Free Reception with Music. 

 At Osher Marin JCC  
 200 North San Pedro Rd. San Rafael 

 
Mission Dolores Window by Lea Delson 

 

The Bird of Many Colors: 
A Pre-Holy Days Ingathering 

Saturday, September 24 
Shmooze: 7:15pm  Program: 8pm 

     Gather with us one week before Rosh Hashanah, as 
we turn together toward the Days of Awe. This year, 
rather than observing Selichot with a service, all are 
welcome to an evening of community, music, stories, 
meditation and reflection.  

      Join us in the social hall for a little nosh and 
socializing, followed by a program led by the Kehilla 
spiritual leadership and musical prayer leaders, as we 
focus our awareness and maybe set some intention for 
our experience of the holy days.   If you are new to 
Kehilla, or to Kehilla’s observance of the High Holydays, 
this evening is a lovely way to begin the experience.  If 
you’re accustomed to the Selichot services of the last 
few years, you’ll find a similar opportunity in this 
program for settling into intention and reflection. 

 

mailto:webcontentlw@gmail.com
mailto:jemden@jewishlearningworks.org
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"Mrs. Reiff And The Counterfeit Shop" 
by Stephanie Anne Johnson 

A Staged Play Reading 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Sunday, September 25, 5pm 

     We are delighted to present a staged reading of 
Stephanie Anne Johnson’s newest play. This 
autobiographical portrait begins when teenaged 
Stephanie looks into the window of an art store in 
Englewood, New Jersey. 
      Welcomed by Mrs. Reiff, the owner of the 
Counterfeit Shop, they develop a decades long 
friendship which transcends age, culture, race, and 
religion. There are flashbacks to highlight this 
historical moment on the East Coast when Black 
people and Jewish people shared common cause in 
the quest for social justice. A surprising cultural 
intersection is revealed at the end of the play. 
      Susan Felix, Bruce Bierman, and Stephanie Anne 
Johnson will be the readers. Bruce Bierman will lead 
participants in Jewish dance before an open 
discussion of this play in development.   
     People of all ages are welcome to attend this 
event.  Admission is free. Donations for the actors 
and technician will be gratefully accepted. 

In the Sanctuary 

 

Sukkot Shabbat: 
Friday Evening Potluck in the Sukkah 

 
Friday, October 21, 6:30pm 

    Bring the whole family and join us for a Sukkot 
dinner in the Sukkah (and/or Social Hall). This is not a 
ritual-heavy event – our major purpose is to 
celebrate and be happy which is the very purpose 
the Torah describes for the holiday. We’ll do a few 
blessings, then a potluck dinner, conversation, 
perhaps a chance for kids to make sukkah 
decorations, and then, as you choose to, do the ritual 
of blessing the lulav palm frond and shaking in 
blessing to all the world’s directions with Rabbi 
David.   Remember: Bring a veggie potluck dish to 
share and be joyous! (Fish okay, but no shellfish, 
please.) 

 

Annual Harvest Dinner of the Faith Trio 
“Solidarity: A Spiritual Necessity”  

 

 
Saturday evening, November 5 

 
6:15 Come early if you would like to be present at the 
Muslim evening service 
6:45 Multi-Faith Blessings, Potluck Dinner (see below) 
and Conversation 
 
     The Faith Trio is an alliance of Kehilla Community 
Synagogue, Islamic Cultural Center of Northern 
California, and Montclair Presbyterian Church. Every 
year we hold an autumn gathering. Often we have a 
theme for discussion at the tables. The opening 
question this year: “What is your earliest memory of an 
experience where you met someone from another 
religious background?” Our discussions will focus on 
the spiritual necessity for interfaith solidarity.  
Designated potluck: Kehilla members bring veggy 
salads (fish okay). 

At the Islamic Cultural Center of Northern California 
1433 Madison Street, Oakland near 14th Street 
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Kehilla Neighborhood Brunches Return! 
Sunday, October 16, 11:00am-1:00pm

If you have ever wanted to find out more about the 
Kehilla members in your neighborhood and to make 
connections in your local village - come to a Kehilla 
Neighborhood Brunch!   This year our brunch is on the 
day of the first evening of Sukkot. 

WHERE: We expect to have hosts for Berkeley, 
Richmond, South Oakland and the 
Rockridge/Temescal/Grand Lake/Piedmont area of 
Oakland. WHAT: The hosts will provide juice, coffee 
and tea.   

Guests are asked to bring vegetarian brunch items to 
share. 

Save the Date and look for further announcements in 
the weekly emails or call the office!  We hope to see 
you there!  If you are willing to volunteer your home, 
please email chesed@kehillasynagogue.org.  Your offer 
will be much appreciated. 

Shalom, 
The Chesed Committee 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Erev Simchat Torah Celebration!  
Monday, October 24 

 

 

 

 

at Chochmat HaLev   
2215 Prince St., Berkeley at Fulton. 

Join with all the Bay Area Renewal communities for 
a night of sacred and ecstastic dancing to live 
music and special Torah chanting to celebrate the 
conclusion of our High Holy Day journey.    

6:00pm  Special Kids Celebration with Jen Miriam 
and Alon Altman, dance and sing around the Torah 
with  puppets, music and friends 

6:30pm Vegetarian potluck dinner 

7:00 pm Maariv, Dancing and Torah service with 
the Shirat HaLev Musicians 

9:30 pm- Kiddush and refreshments 

Donation:  Members of participating organizations: 
$15-10   General Public $20-15   Children: $5 

Save the Date! 

The Buddha & The Ba’al Shem Tov 
With Zoketsu Norman Fischer, Rabbi Burt Jacobson &  

Rabbi Dev Noily  
Come celebrate Rabbi Burt's 80th Birthday! 

Saturday Evening, November 19, 7:30pm 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

   Our own visionary teacher Rabbi Burt and noted poet, 
meditation teacher and Zen Buddhist priest, Norman 
Fischer will be in dialogue, moderated by Rabbi Dev. They 
will explore parallels in the teaching and lives of the 
Buddha and the Ba’al Shem Tov, two enlightened teachers 
who saw the Divine everywhere, and taught the spiritual 
values of mystery, compassion, love and joy. 

   Come and celebrate Rabbi Burt’s 80th birthday and 50th 
year in the rabbinate! The dialogue will be followed by 
delectable desserts and drinks in the Social Hall. 

   PLEASE NOTE – We will be celebrating Rabbi Burt’s 80th 
throughout Shabbat on November 18 & 19.  We will have 
Kabbalat Shabbat services and oneg on Friday night, and 
special Shabbat morning services and lunch on Saturday. 

Sanctuary 
 

 

 

 

mailto:chesed@kehillasynagogue.org.
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Book Discussion Group 
All Kehilla members are welcome to join us for our customary meetings on the second Monday of the month at 7pm in 
the Fireside Room. These books are from the San Francisco Jewiish Community Library and there might be copies to 
borrow. 

Monday, September 12, 7pm 
The Fixer by Bernard Malamud 

     The Fixer (1966) is Bernard Malamud's best-known 
and most acclaimed novel -- one that makes manifest his 
roots in Russian fiction, especially that of Isaac Babel.  
Set in Kiev in 1911 during a period of heightened anti-
Semitism, the novel tells the story of Yakov Bok, a Jewish 
handyman blamed for the brutal murder of a young 
Russian boy. Bok leaves his village to try his luck in Kiev, 
and after denying his Jewish identity, finds himself 
working for a member of the anti-Semitic Black 
Hundreds Society. When the boy is found nearly drained 
of blood in a cave, the Black Hundreds accuse the Jews of 
ritual murder. Arrested and imprisoned, Bok refuses to 
confess to a crime that he did not commit. 
 

 

Monday, October 10, 7pm 
Mystics of Mile End by Sigal Samuel 

     Sigal Samuel’s debut novel, in the vein of Nicole 
Krauss’s bestselling The History of Love, is an imaginative 
story that delves into the heart of Jewish mysticism, 
faith, and family. In the half-Hasidic, half-hipster 
Montreal neighborhood of Mile End, eleven-year-old Lev 
Meyer is discovering that there may be a place for 
Judaism in his life. As he learns about science in his day 
school, Lev begins his own extracurricular study of the 
Bible’s Tree of Knowledge with neighbor Mr. Katz, who is 
building his own Tree out of trash. Meanwhile his sister 
Samara is secretly studying for her Bat Mitzvah with 
next-door neighbor and Holocaust survivor, Mr. 
Glassman. All the while his father, David, a professor of 
Jewish mysticism, is a non-believer. 

 
Solar Lights for Gaza Fundraiser & 

 Pre-Shabbat Potluck 
Please join Kehilla’s Greening and Middle East Peace Committees for a potluck dinner on  

September 16 at 5:30pm and fundraiser to support the children of Gaza. 

         Gaza is still recovering from fifty-one days of 
bombing in 2014. Electricity, water, and sewage systems 
are all still very fragile, and more than 17,000 people are 
still in temporary housing. Families there are affected 
daily by rolling black-outs. Far too often electricity is 
only available for 4 hours per day. Children must do 
their homework by dangerous kerosene lamps or 
candlelight. For the last year, the Rebuilding Alliance, a 
local non-profit organization, has been fundraising and 
shpping solar powered lights to Non-Governmental 
Organizations in Gaza. Our goal is to help raise funds to 
help them send the next pallet of 1,920 solar-powered 
lights to Gaza's children. 
     Our speaker for the evening will be Donna Baranski-
Walker, founder and Executive Director of Rebuilding 
Alliance, who was in Gaza in April to distribute the first 
pallet of solar lights. Rebuilding Alliance is working with 
Palestinian Non-Governmental Organizations in Gaza to 
distribute the solar lights to children and families in 
need. Donna will explain how Rebuilding Alliance is able 
to send the solar-powered lights through the blockade 
following pre-clearance by both Palestinian and Israeli 
Customs. She also will tell us about their NGO partners 
and some of the families she visited in Gaza. This will be 

a rare opportunity to hear directly from someone who 
has spent time in Gaza supporting children and families.  
     Rebuilding Alliance has already delivered three pallets 
of solar lights so children in Gaza can safely study and 
spend time with their families. There are 700,000 
children in Gaza.  Please join us on Sept. 16th to help 
Rebuilding Alliance send more Luci Lights to Gaza's 
children. 
     We will have a Potluck Dinner in the Social Hall 
starting at 5:30. Please bring a vegetarian or fish dish to 
share.  
     And please join us after dinner and the presentation 
for a spirited, musical Kabbalat Shabbat service to sing, 
meditate, dance, and rest in the joy and peace of 
Shabbat. Led by Hazzan Shulamit and Julie Nesnansky. 
     We hope you can join us on September 16 to hear first 
hand from our guest about her experience personally 
delivering solar lights to Gaza. But if you can’t make it, 
please make a donation to this great project!  
     You can donate at this link: 
https://commitchange.com/ca/burlingame-
94010/rebuilding-alliance/events/kehilla-for-gazas-
children 

https://commitchange.com/ca/burlingame-
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You’re Invited: 
A Community Forum on the Movement for Black Lives Platform: 

Study & Conversation 

Sunday September 18, 3:30 – 7:00pm 
by Rabbi Dev Noily 

     In early August the Movement for Black Lives 
Platform was published.  Organizers described their 
project this way: 

In response to the sustained and increasingly visible 
violence against Black communities in the U.S. and 
globally, a collective of more than 50 organizations 
representing thousands of Black people from across 
the country have come together with renewed 
energy and purpose to articulate a common vision 
and agenda. 
Our resistance and rebellion are not new, but like 
other times in history have come to a critical mass, 
and the bravery of those in Ferguson and across 
the country captured the attention of the world. A 
year ago, over 2,000 of us gathered in Cleveland to 
reflect on the state of our movement for liberation 
and celebrate our people, both those who have 
fallen and those who have survived. It was there 
that we began the process of uniting to articulate a 
shared vision of the world we want to live in. 

     The Platform articulates that sweeping and radical 
vision for racial and economic justice. It addresses 
reparations, education, healthcare, housing, policing, 
militarization (domestic and foreign), incarceration, 
criminalization, community control, and other aspects 
of U.S. society and policy that impact Black lives. 
     We’re excited to come together to study the 
platform as a community and to listen deeply to what 
the Movement’s leaders are saying. Rabbi David, 
Hazzan Shulamit, Rabbi Burt and I have endorsed the 
Movement for Black Lives Platform as individuals.  As I 
read the Platform I felt the tectonic plates of racial 
injustice in our country begin to shift.  In the profound 
language of the background pieces I could hear more 
of the stories of Black lives, deepening my awareness 
of the differences between my experience as White 
person and the experiences of so many Black people I 

live alongside.   I heard the Platform as a call to listen 
to Black voices, as a call to compassion, and as a call to 
join more fully in the M4BL struggle to root out the 
injustice that continues to rot the core of our country.  
This feels like an extraordinary historic moment to me, 
and I feel humbled and grateful for the Movement for 
Black Lives as path to justice for all of us. 
     We’d like Kehilla to consider endorsing the Platform 
as an organization as well. This Forum will be our first 
communal conversation about the Platform, and will 
help us to discern the next steps in this process.   
     The primary focus of our learning and 
conversations will be the current and historic 
experiences of Black people in the U.S., and the ways 
that White supremacy has operated, and continues to 
operate in our society and in our souls. 
     We invite you to read the entire platform, either 
ahead of time or at the September 18 Community 
Forum.  The first part of the afternoon will be devoted 
to studying the Platform.  You will find links to a 
summary of the Platform, and to the deeper analysis 
of each of its six parts on our website at this link: 
http://kehillasynagogue.org/event/a-community-
forum-on-the-movement-for-black-lives-platform-
study-conversation/  
     After doing text study with the Platform we’ll have 
a break and a nosh/snack.  The second half of the 
afternoon will be a compassionate listening-style 
session, where people gather in facilitated small 
groups to share their responses, reactions to and 
questions about the platform.  We will have at least 
one small group for People of Color.  We’ll end with 
everyone coming together to share highlights from the 
small group conversations.  You may come for the 
whole time, or just the first half, or just the second 
half.   [continued on p. 13.]

 

http://kehillasynagogue.org/event/a-community-
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New Adult Education Classes Fall 2016 

To Register for Classes: You can register and pay online at www.KehillaSynagogue.org (click on the 
"LEARN" link and then click on Adult Education), or send check payable to Kehilla to Kehilla, 

 1300 Grand Ave., Piedmont, CA 94610.  

 
 
“700 Benches: Experiencing Biblical Hebrew” 
Class 
Begins September 8, 6:30pm 
Taught by Jenna Kemp 
Have you ever wanted to read and understand Torah 
Hebrew? As a first phase in the launch of Kehilla’s new 
“700 Benches” beit-midrash program,  Kehilla is 
offering  a class designed to be an immersive 
experience in the language and structure of biblical 
Hebrew. What do we mean by “immersive?" Think of 
once a week jumping into the deep end of the pool—
with water wings as needed, swim buddies, and a 
lifeguard. 
This class is a multi-level beit-midrash in which 
students will learn the grammar that will allow them 
to begin reading biblical Hebrew without an English 
translation. Working primarily in chevrutah (pairs, 
small groups), we will learn grammar together, while 
simultaneously reading biblical narrative in Hebrew. 
People at all levels of Hebrew abilities are encouraged 
to join. Students will be expected to do some 
homework and memorization, but the emphasis is on 
concepts and resources that will allow you to begin to 
“swim” on your own! 
If you are interested in the class, but need some work 
on your aleph-bet, you will find resources to help get 
you up to speed on our website at this link: 
http://kehillasynagogue.org/online-hebrewbiblical-
text-resources/ 
Prerequisite: Aleph-bet and Vowels 
Dates:  Thursdays, Sept. 8- Sept. 29, Oct. 27, Nov. 3 (A 
six-session series) 
Time: 6:30-8:30pm 
Cost: $150 Kehilla members, $180 General Public.  No 
one turned away for lack of ability to pay the full 
amount. If you are unable to pay the full amount, 
please contact sjgrodin@comcast.net. 
Questions? Contact Jenna Stover-Kemp at 
jennakemp25@gmail.com or Sharon Grodin at 
sjgrodin@comcast.net. No one is turned away for lack 
of funds; please discuss this with us. 

 
 

 
 
Conversion Group  
Begins September 12, 7:30pm 
Led by Rabbi Dev Noily and Sharon Grodin 

 Kehilla’s conversion group is the communal portion of 
a process of individual inquiry that each participant 
anticipates will lead to adopting Judaism.  Kehilla’s 
spiritual leaders Rabbi Dev and Sharon Grodin are 
available to guide participants in their reading, 
selection of classes, and experiences that inform their 
education toward discernment about this decision. 
 The group is not an “introduction to Judaism” class, 
but rather a forum where participants reflect on and 
share insights about the studies and experiences each 
is undertaking within Kehilla and elsewhere.  The 
group meets once a month for 1-1/2 hours, which 
typically includes some learning together and 
responding to each others’ questions. Because this 
group is intended to support conversion in the 
context of Kehilla community, after the first two 
sessions, participants are expected to decide whether 
Kehilla is a good fit for them; if so, participants will be 
come members, and if not, participants will be 
supported in finding an alternative for their 
conversion studies. 
If you are interested in this group, please contact 
Sharon Grodin at sjgrodin@comcast.net.  
Dates:  Mondays, Sept. 12, Nov. 14, Dec. 12  
Cost: No charge (but see above about membership).  
Led by Rabbi Dev and Sharon Grodin. 
Location: Sanctuary/Buber Room 

 

http://www.KehillaSynagogue.org
http://kehillasynagogue.org/online-hebrewbiblical-
mailto:sjgrodin@comcast.net.
mailto:jennakemp25@gmail.com
mailto:sjgrodin@comcast.net.
mailto:sjgrodin@comcast.net.
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Adult Education (continued) 
 
"Drumming As Prayer" Class 
A Two-Class Series: September 18 & September 21 
Taught by Debbie Fier, Kehilla Musical Prayer Leader & 
“Heartbeat of the Service"  
     Drumming is an active form of meditation. It 
provides a wonderful way to be present, express 
yourself and learn how to drum with a group in sacred 
community space. At Kehilla, we are creating an 
intergenerational drum group, called Ketzev Kehilla, 
(the Beats of Kehilla), and we have been learning 
some of the rhythms for the Kehilla melodies and also 
drumming at our Chai Shabbat services. 
     This is a two-class series. It can be taken as a series 
or as individual classes. (However, if you want to 
drum at High Holy Days services, you must come to 
both classes.) 
       Those who wish to will have the opportunity to 
drum for our High Holy Days services at the Scottish 
Rite Center in Oakland. Participants who want to join 
us in drumming need to commit to coming to both 
classes of the series (exceptions may be made IF you 
have taken previous ‘Drumming as Prayer’ classes with 
Debbie. In those cases you must come to at least 1 
class). If you have taken this class before, and enjoy 
drumming in our Kehilla circle, please come to the 
class!  We will always learn new rhythms, practice new 
exercises and continue building on what we have 
previously done. 
     All ages and all levels welcome!  Please bring a 
drum if you have one.  If you need a drum for the 
class, please email Sasha@kehillasynagogue.org and 
we will do our best to provide one. Hand percussion 
(shakers, claves, etc.) will be provided. 
     Dates: Sunday, Sept 18 - 4-5:30 and Wednesday,  
Sept 21, 7-8:30 in the Fireside Room.  
    Cost:  2-class series: $36 members/ $46 non-
members; Individual class: $20 members/ $25 non-
members 
    Location: Fireside Room 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Chai Mitzvah Group Forming: “A Jewish Year” 
Begins Sunday, October 16, 5:30pm 

In response to many requests for a more structured, 
group-based program for exploring Judaism, Kehilla is 
offering a Chai Mitzvah group beginning in October.  
What is “Chai Mitzvah,” you ask?  It’s a curriculum and 
structure created by a Jewish-multidenominational 
(including Renewal) group of rabbis and educators, 
designed to support group study and a period of 
committed personal exploration.  No prior experience 
with Judaism or Hebrew is required.  Here’s what the 
creators have to say about it: 

“Chai Mitzvah is a unique adult engagement program 
that encourages an integrated, experiential approach 
to Jewish life through five simple components. Each 
participant:  

1. Attends monthly group learning with a set 
curriculum provided by Chai Mitzvah.  

2. Chooses an independent study topic for the year.  

3. Chooses a ritual/spiritual practice to take on for the 
year.  

4. Chooses a social action activity to commit to for the 
year.  

5. Celebrates the journey!”  

In our case, we’ve chosen “A Jewish Year” as an 
overarching theme. Participants will investigate and 
experience the Jewish calendar as it occurs, separately 
or together, as interests dictate.  Our mitzvah group 
will meet on third Sundays starting in October, with 
minimal costs set to cover our fee from Chai Mitzvah 
for the materials (the more participants, the lower the 
cost, but we are setting the initial registration fee 
$18/person for the 9-month period).  The group may 
decide to engage speakers or project leaders on 
particular topics and share the cost of that additional 
enrichment.  For more information about the 
program, see www.chaimitzvah.org.  For questions 
about our group, contact sjgrodin@comcastnet. 

Dates: Monthly for 9 months, beginning Sunday,  
Oct. 16, 5:30-7pm 

Cost: $18/person 

Location: Back classsroom, main floor 

mailto:Sasha@kehillasynagogue.org
http://www.chaimitzvah.org.
mailto:sjgrodin@comcastnet.
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Adult Education (continued) 
 

Elements of Magical Judaism 
Begins Monday, October 16, 6:00pm 
with Reclaiming* Teachers  
Jude Elf & Maggid Jonathan Furst 
Join us for a six-week exploration of Earth-based 
Judaism through the elements of Earth, Air, Fire, 
Water and Spirit. Develop personal practices and 
improvisational ritual co-creation skills, blending 
modern G!ddess-oriented magic with traditional 
Jewish and ancient Hebraic spirituality.  
Dates: Mondays, October 17 - November 21, 6pm  
Cost: $240-$90 sliding scale 
Location: Sanctuary 
For More Info: contact jfurst@pobox.com or  
415-516-4904 
*Learn more about Reclaiming here: 
http://www.reclaiming.org/  
Co-sponsored by the Jewitch Collective and Derech 
Ha'Aretz Outdoor Yeshiva 
 
I Never Knew Hebrew Could Be So Much Fun 
Class 
Begins Sunday, October 23, 10:30am 
Taught by Bracha Stone 
Once again Bracha is offering her fabulous course in 
beginning Hebrew. Absolutely no previous Hebrew 
experience is required or expected. Come and find out 
why you don’t have to know very much at all in order 
to have Hebrew take on a very special place in your 
life. Bracha loves to teach this class since adults tend 
to be very compliant students and they ask such 
serious questions. Form a community of like-minded 
adults, play games, sing songs and learn, learn, learn.  
Repeaters welcomed!! 

Dates:  Sunday, Oct. 23, 30, Nov. 6, 10:30am-11:45am 
Cost:  $54 members, $66 nonmembers 
Location: Given at the time of registration. 
Call Bracha for questions or concerns. 510-703-2220. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Personalizing Our Experience With Jewish 
Liturgy 
First meeting: Sunday, October 23, 6:30pm 
A new group convened by Bracha Stone 
Designed for those who want to explore an expanded 
and creative relationship to Jewish liturgy. While there 
is no expectation of a belief in "God," this group is 
designed for those who desire to personally connect 
to "something-bigger-than-us" and/or "the-wisdom-
deep-within-us." We will witness and be witnessed as 
we explore our attraction and creative responses to 
traditional Jewish prayer practice. We will meet 
together once a month for 5 months. We will also 
participate in a weekly email conversation concerning 
our intentions, and the challenges and blessings we 
experience as we enact our them. 
Dates:  First meeting is Sunday, Oct. 23, 6:30-8:30. 
There will be a meeting at the same time in the 
evening in November, December, January and 
February. Specific dates for each month will be 
determined by October 1st.  
Cost:  $120 members, $150 nonmembers 
Location: Given at the time of registration.  
Call Bracha for questions or concerns. 510-703-2220.  

A Class in the Poetic Word 
Begins Wednesday, October 26, 7pm 
Taught by Lenore Weiss 
Come learn about several outstanding twentieth-
century American Jewish poets, including a number of 
contemporary writers. The four-session class will 
examine work by poets who express diverse 
connections to the Jewish experience.  For the first 
hour of each session, we will examine and discuss the 
poet’s work. Using writing prompts from the readings, 
during the second hour we will respond to the poetry 
in whatever written form we choose. Open to all. No 
writing experience is required. Special guest visits by 
local poets. All lovers of the word are encouraged to 
participate. Bring a notebook and pen. 
Dates: Wednesday, Oct. 26, Nov.  9,  Nov. 23, Nov. 30, 
7-9pm 
Cost: $88 members, $112 nonmembers 
Location: Fireside Room 
 

mailto:jfurst@pobox.com
http://www.reclaiming.org/
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A Community Forum on the Movement for Black Lives Platform 
[continued] 
     Part of the platform, called Invest/Divest, deals 
with connections between U.S. military spending and 
interventions abroad on the one hand, and the lack of 
funding for domestic social needs and militarization of 
U.S. police on the other hand. This part of the 
platform also addresses U.S. military support for Israel 
and the unjust treatment of Palestinians under 
Occupation, using language that some Jewish people 
and organizations have objected to strongly.   
     Our intention is to create a community forum that 
centers the Platform’s demands for racial and 

economic justice, while making space for the complex 
emotional responses that may arise for us in 
relationship to Jewish identity, racial identity and all 
the aspects of ourselves that make each of us who we 
are.  
     Please be in touch with us if you have questions or 
feedback.  
     RSVP if you can  to Sasha@kehillasynagogue.org.  
 – it will help us a lot as we plan the afternoon. 

 
 

Join the 30th Annual G.R.I.P. Harmony Walk in Richmond 
To End Hunger & Homelessness-to Benefit the Greater Richmond Interfaith Program 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     On October 29, Greater Richmond Interfaith 
Program is hosting its 30th annual Harmony Walk/Run 
to End Homelessness in Richmond. Several Kehilla 
members and members of St. John’s Church joined a 
team last year in memory of David McPhail and Judy 
Abel, GRIP activists who both died in September, 
2015.  
     That team raised over $1,000 in support of the 
Souper Center, a program operated by GRIP, which 
serves meals to homeless and needy residents and 
also runs a family shelter. David and Irene, his wife, 
both Kehilla members, and Betty Young, started a 
group now called David’s Dinner Group which 
prepares a monthly meal for families staying at the 
GRIP shelter. Several Kehilla members, people who 
had been members of an El Cerrito church where 
David had ministered, and members of St John’s 
Presbyterian Church in Berkeley, are in the dinner 
group as well. 
     David did this Walk every year through 2014. 

Kehilla members have another opportunity this year 
to remember and honor David while helping to ease 
homelessness. 
     We encourage everyone’s participation in or pledge 
of money to the team. We will have a team name and 
a team page set-up with the Harmony Walk website 
by mid-September. 
     The web address with a link to our team page & 
further details will be provided in the Kehilla weekly 
e-mails.    
     Check-in on October 29 begins at 9:00 a.m. The Run 
starts at 10:30 a.m. The Walk starts at 10:45 a.m. You 
can walk or run for as much, or as little, a distance as 
you want.  And, there will be a festival in the park 
after the walk.  
     Please consider sending a donation or joining the 
team after the team page is setup. If you have 
questions about the team, feel free to contact Sue 
Goldberg directly at suegoldberg@sbcglobal.net 

 
Pictured: Alex Madonik, Ruthie Levin, Richard Speiglman, Sue Goldberg 

 

mailto:Sasha@kehillasynagogue.org.
mailto:suegoldberg@sbcglobal.net
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An Interview with Spiritual Leader Avi Rose 
by Bill Lazarus

     More refugees are 
fleeing persecution now 
than at any time since the 
end of World War II, says 
Avi Rose, who has spent 
most of his life as a political 
and social activist, and who 
now finds himself turning 
more and more to issues of 
immigration and the flood 
of people seeking safe 
haven. With millions of 
refugees left homeless and 
nationless as the result of 
warfare in Syria and 
elsewhere, Avi sees the 

Jewish response as extending “beyond empathizing. 
“It’s identifying,” he says. “We need to see ourselves 
as coming out of Egypt.” 

     “We were strangers. We know the heart of the 
stranger,” adds Avi, who is executive director of 
Jewish Family and Community Services East Bay . That 
“central narrative” of the Jewish people is a key these 
days to the work of JFCS. About 2,000 of the 8,000 
people it annually serves are refugees and other 
immigrants. While the work of JFCS has historically 
been geared toward helping the Jewish community, it 
is not exclusively so. Avi says, “Tikkun Olam is not 
about bringing healing only to the Jewish people. It’s 
about “olam.” It’s about the world as a whole.” 

     When Avi started work at JFCS in 2005, the agency 
was already involved with helping immigrants from all 
over the world. When the surge of Jewish immigration 
from the Former Soviet Union subsided in the 1990’s, 
JFCS began to serve people from other countries, 
including Afghanistan, Bosnia, Cambodia, Iran, Iraq 
and Syria. Many of these refugees are Muslims. JFCS 
currently helps numerous families from Afghanistan, 
many of whom were subject to persecution after 
assisting Americans in the war against the Taliban. 
JFCS also has devoted itself to helping LGBT refugees 
fleeing particularly harsh oppression because of their 
sexual orientation or gender identities. 

     As a youth, Avi grew up mostly in Phoenix in a 
liberal Jewish family, largely out-of-kilter with the 

mostly right-wing community. His dad hailed from the 
Bronx, and was himself the son of immigrant parents 
who made their way to the United States from 
Lithuania. When Avi was 13, he moved with his family 
to Sacramento, and soon started spending time in the 
Bay Area. It was the late 1960s and “politics, drugs and 
rock and roll — it was all here.” 

     Avi became a political activist in high school, and 
chose to go to college at Brandeis, which was a hotbed 
of leftist politics. While he came out as a gay man in 
college, his activism was focused more on anti-war 
work and economic issues. After college, he worked 
for a period as a union steward. Avi joined other 
progressive Jews in the Boston Committee to 
Challenge Antisemitism and became, in the 1980s, 
involved in New Jewish Agenda, a national 
organization that he co-chaired, and that focused on a 
wide variety of issues, including Mid-East peace, 
feminism, disarmament, LGBT rights, oppression in 
Central America and the sanctuary movement. Avi 
also took up work battling AIDS, and co-edited Twice 
Blessed, a book about gay and lesbian Jews. 

     While Avi was aware of immigration issues, it 
wasn’t then a focus of his work and activism. That 
changed in 2005 when he started at JCFS and found it 
“powerful” to be working to help both Russian Jews 
and Afghan Muslims. “I’m really impressed by the 
resilience of most of the refugees whom we are 
helping.  They are individuals with their own quirks, 
strengths and shortcomings, and most have 
experienced significant trauma. It is a huge 
undertaking to leave your home – everyone and 
everything you know – and start your life over again in 
a new country..” 

     While, culturally, the Bay Area is “really welcoming, 
economically, this is a really hard area to come to,” Avi 
says. As a result, families crowd into small living 
quarters together, and people work two or three jobs 
to get by. 

     At seders, Avi has hosted refugees. “It’s powerful to 
be at a seder with somebody who has recently had to 
‘leave Egypt,’” he says. Avi also asks, “What is more 
Jewish than resettling refugees?” He answers himself 
in a word. “Nothing.”
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A Note on the Israel/Palestine Values Survey 
by Rabbi David J. Cooper 

 
     Last month we send out to every member 
household a survey to determine support for a 
statement of values on Israel/Palestine. One could 
indicate where one stood on a spectrum from very 
much disagreeing to strong agreement (scale of 1 to 
5). 
     As of this writing, 141 responses have been 
received. 
     99 responses are 5’s – strongly agree. (71.7%) 
     26 are 4’s – generally agree (18.8%) 
     7 are 3’s – more or less neutral (5.1%) 
     3 are 2’s – generally disagree (2.2%) 

     3 are 1’s – very much disagree (2.2%) 
     In a few days, I will be reading the many written 
comments on the proposed wording and I plan to 
print some of them in the November Kol Kehilla, with 
the permission of their authors to print with ascription 
or anonymously. 
     The decision to adopt the statement as is (or with 
grammatical changes) will be in the hands of the 
Kehilla Board. Currently the plan is that in October the 
results of the survey and representative comments 
and suggestions will be forwarded to the Board for 
their consideration and action. 

 
Chevra Kadisha Sh'mira Readings Project 

 
    Kehilla’s Chevra Kadisha is pleased to announce the 
completion of our “Sh’mira Readings Project.”  We 
now have two beautiful volumes that can be used by 
the shomrim (“watchers”) –those who sit with the 
body of a community member who has died until the 
time of burial. 
    Traditionally, shomrim read Psalms during the 
sh’mira  (“watching”).  In Kehilla we have provided 
other readings—poetry and prose from Jewish and 
non-Jewish sources as well as portions of our liturgy—
so that each shomer might deepen his or her own 
reflections on the meaning of life and death.   
     As we embarked on revising and expanding these 
additional readings, our discussions and study led us 
to taking a closer look at The Book of Psalms as well.  
We looked at many different translations and 

interpretations and selected the one for each Psalm 
that we thought invoked the values of Jewish Renewal 
movement.  
     A small group from Kehilla’s Chevra Kadisha 
traveled to Boston in June to present a workshop on 
these readings and to discuss Kehilla’s approach to 
sh’mira at the annual K’vod v Nichum (“honor and 
comfort”) conference.  More than thirty people 
attended our workshop and received our presentation 
with great enthusiasm.   
     We will formally present Kehilla’s Readings for 
Shmira and Psalms for Shmira at the Morning Service, 
Sept 17.  We invite the entire community to join in 
our simcha and to learn more about the practice of 
sh’mira.   

 

Finding Your Spiritual Direction 
 
     Spiritual direction is a process of inner listening that 
enables individuals to discern the movement of the 
Spirit in their lives, so they can come to understand 
both the spiritual dimension and the spiritual direction 
of their experience. In this sense, spiritual direction is 
a pathway to teshuvah, toward finding one’s way back 
to the Source that birthed and sustains each of us.  

     Spiritual directors have been trained to help those 
seeking the Spirit to find direction. They also help 
seekers find appropriate spiritual practices. 

     Rabbi Burt offers individual Kehilla congregants 
hour-long meetings in spiritual direction. Any Kehilla 
member is entitled to such a session once a year 
without cost. Burt usually meets with congregants at 
Kehilla on Tuesday afternoons and evenings, several 
times a month. He also sees people at his home in El 
Sobrante at other times during the week. If you are 
interested in meeting with Rabbi Burt, please contact 
him at Rabburt@earthlink.net, or by calling 
510.283.5704. 

 
 

mailto:Rabburt@earthlink.net,
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Competing Death Penalty Initiatives on November Ballot 

by Beth Weinberger 
 

     This November we'll have a chance to vote again to 
repeal California's death penalty, replacing it with Life 
Without Possibility of Parole.  Unfortunately, a 
competing measure that would attempt to change the 
appeals process to expedite executions has caused 
confusion, especially as the latter measure's title is 
misleading.  So here's an explanation of each of the 
initiatives with recommendations in keeping with 
Kehilla policy. 

 
The Justice that Works Act of 2016—Proposition #62  

 This is essentially the same as Prop. 34 on the 
2012 ballot, which Kehilla supported.  It would replace 
the death penalty with life without the possibility of 
parole.  It would: 

 End state killing and eliminate the possibility 
of executing innocent people.  Since 1973, 
156 people, convicted of murder, have been 
exonerated, 3 of them in California. 

 Keep dangerous criminals from ever being 
released. 

 Save approximately $150 million a year that 
could be put to more productive use. 

 Increase to 60% the portion of wages earned 
by persons sentenced to life without parole 
that may go to victim restitution funds. 

Recommendation:  Support Prop. 62 
 
Death Penalty Reform & Savings Act of 2016—
Proposition #66 

  Prop. 66 attempts to “reform” a  failed death 
penalty system by changing the appeals process.  It 
would remove current safeguards, limit the ability to 
present new evidence of innocence and set unrealistic 
deadlines for trials and appeals.  The changed 

procedures and new deadlines would force hiring of 
hundreds of new, inexperienced attorneys at taxpayer 
expense. If it succeeded, it would: 

 Increase the chances of wrongful convictions 
and execution of innocent people 

 Interfere with our due process and appeals 
processes, which might be found 
unconstitutional after costly and lengthy 
lawsuits. 

 Authorize the state to house death row 
inmates in new prisons. 

 Model California's system after Texas' rapid 
execution mill. 

 Move appeals from the state Supreme Court 
to local county courts, prioritizing these cases 
and the shortened timelines.  It would 
overwhelm lower courts and severely limit 
their ability to hear other types of cases or 
conduct any other court business. 

Recommendation: Oppose Prop. 66 
 
        This fall you'll have a chance to hear more about, 
question and discuss these initiatives, as well 
as a number of others at a Kehilla Ballot Initiatives 
evening, October 17.  Mark your calendars and see 
Richard Speiglman's article, also in this issue, on some 
of the other initiatives, researched and recommended 
by Oakland Community Organizations (OCO.) 
     If you want more information now about the death 
penalty initiatives; if you want to help with the 
campaigns or donate to them, go to 
www.yeson62.com or contact me at 
bethw0104@mindspring.com.  

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Not Registered to Vote?  
 

Please contact karenrachels@gmail.com 
of Kehilla’s Economic Justice Committee 
She will help you get registered before 

the November election 

http://www.yeson62.com
mailto:bethw0104@mindspring.com.
mailto:karenrachels@gmail.com
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Community Discussion of Ballot Propositions and Local Measures 
by Richard Speiglman 

 
Monday, October 17, 7-9pm 

Kehilla Social Hall 
Sponsored by  

Kehilla Economic Justice Committee, Greening Committee and Anti-Death Penalty Action Group 

Bring yourself, your friends and your family, your questions and your answers 

     When I was a kid in Des Moines, reform Rabbi 
Edward Zerin (Temple B’nai Jeshurun) used to implore 
youth – perhaps it was at our B’nai Mitzvot – to be 
“informed, participating Jews.”  I may have taken this 
to be the 11th Commandment, and I think the 
instruction was responsible for my 50-something years 
of reading at least the local, state, and national news 
sections of the daily newspaper.  Sometime later, a 
sociology professor suggested that the important 
news appears in the business section.  We won’t get 
into the question of sports news. 

     I never fully understood the Jews part of the 
obligation.  But nevertheless I’m pretty sure the 
informed/participating charge includes voting and, to 
the extent possible, understanding the implications of 
your vote prior to casting it. 

     In their length, California ballots present a serious 
challenge.  We need each other’s help to become well-
informed prior to voting.  Instead of sitting home 
alone the night before the election frantically trying to 
decide how to vote on propositions and local 
measures, on the evening of October 17th please join 
other community members to discuss ballot 
measures. 

 Bring your sample ballot (and your mail-in or 
absentee ballot if you have one) 

 Join discussion of some of the most important 
state and local ballot measures (if only we had 
time to tend to all of them!) 

 Written materials on all the state propositions 
and some local measures will be available, 
including recommendations from Kehilla, 
Oakland Community Organizations (OCO), and 
other organizations 

 Kehilla members and others actively engaged 
in working on some of the measures will offer 
brief presentations 

 
See the next page for OCO's recommendations on 

several state, county, and City of Oakland issues.  
We’ll have expanded endorsement information by 
October 17th.   

 
Please forward information on other measures, or 

for other localities, to Richard or Beth: 

rspeiglman@sbcglobal.net  

bethw0104@mindspring.com   

Or bring the information with you on October 17th.   

If possible, RSVP to Beth or Richard (see their 
contact information above.) 

mailto:rspeiglman@sbcglobal.net
mailto:bethw0104@mindspring.com
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Oakland Community Organizations 

Recommendations on CA, Alameda County, and City of Oakland issues 

Number Title or focus Content OCO 
endorsement 

State Propositions 

55 Tax extension 
Extends the temporary personal income tax on 
incomes over $250,000 to fund education and 

health care (Prop 30 extension) 
Support 

56 Tobacco tax Increases the cigarette tax to $2 / pack Support 

 57 Public Safety & 
Rehabilitation Act 

Increases parole chances for felons convicted of 
non-violent crimes and provides more 

opportunities to earn credits for good behavior 
Support 

 62 Death penalty Repeals the death penalty in CA Support* 

64 Adult Use of Marijuana Act 
Legalizes adults’ growing, possessing, and using 

marijuana for nonmedical purposes, with certain 
restrictions; establishes regulatory system for 

legal market.  

Neutral 

Alameda County Measures 

A Affordable Housing bond 
(property tax) 

Funding for a variety of approaches to promote 
affordable housing  Support 

Oakland City and School District Measures  

JJ Protect Oakland Renters 
Act  

Strengthen tenants’ rights by requiring owners to 
petition through the Rent Board for rent increases 

above annual CPI, extending just cause eviction 
protections to buildings built through 1995, and 

increasing Rent Board transparency and 
accountability 

Support 

LL 
Form civilian oversight 
commission of police 

department 
Promotes civilian oversight of police department Support 

KK 
Infrastructure 

improvements bond 
(property tax) 

Funding for a variety of improvements to streets, 
sidewalks, public buildings, and some funds for 

affordable housing 
Neutral  

HH Tax distributors of sugar-
sweetened beverages 

Promotes public health by raising price of sugar-
sweetened beverages Support 

G1 Oakland Unified School 
District  bond (parcel tax) 

Funds educator salary increases and middle 
school improvements (as of last draft seen) No vote (yet) 

* Kehilla recommends a yes vote on Prop. 62 and a no vote on Prop 66 (which would speed-up 
executions).  See accompanying article, “Competing Death Penalty Initiatives on November Ballot" on 
p. 17. 
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Seeking Shelter in the Days of Awe:  
 Immigrants and Refugees, Longing and Home 
[continued from p. 1] 
 
You can read a more complete description of our 
theme below.  Throughout the High Holy Days season 
and beyond, we’ll be integrating the spiritual practices 
of this time with ways to learn about and respond to 
the crises of migration that are shaking our world.  
During High Holy Days services we’ll hear from some 
of the folks in our community about their experiences 
with immigrants and refugees.  We’ll also have 
resources available during services about how to 
connect with local groups and join in efforts to 
respond.   
    And in the months following the High Holy Days, 
we’ll host a series of four community workshops, 
featuring congregants working to support immigrants 
and refugees.  The workshop topics are: Considering 
Offering Housing to a Refugee; Being Part of an 
Accompaniment Team for an Immigrant Family or 
Unaccompanied Minor; Immigration Policy, Advocacy 
and Intersectionality with Economic and Racial Justice 
Issues; and Kehilla as Sanctuary/Refuge for 
Immigrants.  
    May our practice during this season help each of us 
grow toward greater wholeness, joy, compassion and 
justice. 
    Our Theme for 5777:  Immigrants and Refugees, 
Longing and Home  
    A river goes out from the first place that was home, 
to water the garden, and from there it divides and 
becomes four headwaters. (Bereshit 2:10) 
    In the beginning all was one, undifferentiated and 
whole.  To come into the joy of embodied life is also to 
come into separateness.  And to be separate is to long 
for reconnection, to yearn for wholeness and for 
home.  The Yamim Nora’im (High Holy Days) point us 

in the direction of home, and outfit us for the promise 
and uncertainty of the journey.  We soften our hearts 
and open lines of communication with people we’ve 
hurt and who have hurt us.  We practice 
accountability, forgiveness, compassion and 
generosity.  We touch those who are dear to us with 
an extra measure of tenderness and gratitude. 
    This year we set out on this path in a world of 
growing displacement and migration. People forced 
from their homes by war, violence, poverty, drought, 
gentrification, and a swiftly changing climate are 
fighting for survival and searching for a refuge where 
they and their families can be safe.  Some in Kehilla 
are personally impacted, and many in our community 
are stepping up to help--by working to end structural 
violence, by challenging the economics underlying 
displacement, by offering loving personal support to 
immigrants and refugees, by fighting for policies that 
welcome immigrants and refugees, and by joining the 
struggle against deportation, targeting and 
discrimination against people who are undocumented.  
    As a community this year we will enter the inner 
landscape of exile and return.  We’ll encounter the 
stranger who dwells within us, and the stranger who 
dwells among us.  Together we will turn toward this 
tidal wave of displacement, expanding our capacity to 
welcome and support the growing number of 
immigrants and refugees in our midst.  As Torah 
teaches (Lev. 19:33-34), When a stranger resides with 
you in your land, you shall not wrong them.  The 
stranger who resides with you shall be to you as one of 
your citizens; you shall love them as yourself, for you 
were strangers in the land of Mitzrayim. 
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Coming Soon: Pronoun Stickers for Your Nametag 
by Hazzan Shulamit Wise Fairman, Lynn Bravewomon and Rabbi Dev Noily 

  
   As Davey Shlasko writes in the 
Trans*Ally Workbook, 
    “Most of the time, most people 
are on autopilot about pronouns. 
They call all women she, her and 
hers, and all men he, him and his. 
But being on autopilot doesn’t 
always work. Sometimes—
especially, but not only, when 
talking about trans* people—it can 
lead you to call someone a pronoun 
that isn’t what they’re usually 
called or what they want to be 
called.”  
     We are continuing to make 
Kehilla a more welcoming and 
inclusive space for all of our 
members.  All of us appreciate it 
when other people see us as who 
we are.  For  trans* people 
pronouns can be a constant source 
of being seen and affirmed when preferred pronouns 
are used by others; conversely the absence of 
accurate pronouns denies a critical piece of 
recognition and affirmation of identity. 
     Kehilla’s intention to build gender pronoun 
language in our community culture is part of gender-

inclusion efforts that reverse the 
invisibility caused when the wrong 
pronouns are used. 
     As a community of spiritual practice, 
it feels especially important that Kehilla 
be a place where everyone can be seen 
and affirmed in all of who we are.  So 
soon you’ll see a set of pronoun 
stickers next to our nametags. 
 Everyone has the option to add a 
pronoun sticker to your nametag, to let 
others know which pronouns you use.  
By using a sticker, cisgender people can 
support others in our community for 
whom “pronoun autopilot” doesn’t 
work well. 
     Whatever our gender identity, all of 
us have some experiences of resonance 
with the gender we were raised in, and 
some experiences of dissonance with 
the gender we were raised in.  We can 

all lean into those experiences to cultivate our 
compassion for ourselves and each other as we 
navigate this complex and shifting terrain of gender 
identity. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
    

    

A vocabulary moment: 

trans* refers to people whose 
gender identity is different from 

the gender identity they were 
assigned at birth, including 

people who are transgender, 
genderqueer, gender-

nonconforming, gender non-
binary, gender fluid, gender 

fabulous people. 

Cisgender refers to people 
whose gender identity is, for the 

most part, aligned with the 
gender they were assigned at 
birth and in which they were 

socialized. 

Kehilla Sings! 

 
         Interested in being part of a Kehilla Choir this Fall 
and Winter? We may offer this opportunity through 
our Adult Ed program with Bon Singer, a veteran 
cantor and synagogue choir director who has also 
directed Ya'Elah and Kitka.  
     PLEASE click on the following link and fill out a short 
questionnaire by Aug 28 to help us discern whether 
and how to move forward, and pass it on to your 
friends! 

 https://goo.gl/forms/Vd6jFONpn4IphBrK2 

https://goo.gl/forms/Vd6jFONpn4IphBrK2
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The Annual Kehilla Membership Retreat:  
Toward Further Improvements in Accessibility  

by Marilyn Golden & Don Stone 

In our debrief after another successful annual retreat, Kehilla’s Retreat Committee discussed how to achieve further 
improvements in the accessibility of the retreat to all members. Below is a report.  It addresses all dimensions of 
accessibility including affordability, access to the location, planning issues, and mobility access.  
 

Addressing Accessibility  at the Annual Kehilla Summer Retreat

     In the Retreat Committee’s debriefing of this year’s 
retreat, one focus of discussion has been about the 
accessibility challenges of Bort Meadow. There are 
various kinds of accessibility needs, including   
affordability, location, registration constraints, and 
physical mobility, all which contribute to the retreat 
location and experience being attractive and 
welcoming. 
     Affordability. We’ve had many comments that our 
past weekend retreats at retreat centers were out of 
the price range of many individuals and especially 
families—even with elective camping such as at Walker 
Creek Ranch.  
    Location issues: We have had requests for a location 
that is easy to get to on a Friday afternoon for people 
who want to camp the first night—and also for people 
who want make a round trip on Saturday. At Bort 
Meadow and at Walker Ranch, there is lack of cell 
phone reception. This can limit some members’ 
capacity to take part. Sometimes at Bort, there have 
been difficulties getting in and out of the locked gate 
when no one was on duty Friday.  
     Planning flexibility.  We need a site that is big 
enough that it does not require us to commit to a 
certain attendance well in advance. It helps to have 
flexibility that allows for final week commitment to 
attending, or even the day-of. Camping or easy 
commuting helps last minute planning and increases 
the numbers attending—about 25-30% of participants 
sign up or show up the last week. 
     Physical mobility. Challenges come with bumpiness 
or steepness of the terrain, any steps (none at Bort 
Meadow), accessibility to bathrooms (new Bort 
Meadow bathrooms are wheelchair accessible, though 
far from activities), parking availability, drop-off option 
for those needing it, and distance between the 
different stations—food, service, bathrooms, drop-off 
spot. We have had requests from people with mobility 
needs to have more accommodations so that they can 
attend either Bort Meadow, or another site.  
     Given these parameters, we are proceeding in the 
following manner: 

      *Reserve Bort Meadow for a weekend in July 2017 
(already have requested 7/14-16/2017, will hear back 
in late October if we got it). 
     *Tell anyone interested that we welcome their 
research on an alternative site that takes into account 
the factors mentioned above (our deposit for Bort 
Meadow, assuming we get our request, will be small 
enough to forfeit if we find a better site). 
     *Be proactive in responding to accessibility needs. 
Build into the reservation process a way to 
communicate specific needs and figure out best 
practices to meet them. For instance, the registration 
form/website will have a contact person for 
accessibility needs when we start to advertise next 
year’s retreat—Marilyn Golden may be filling this 
function. So coming up with solutions to specific needs 
can be creatively addressed well in advance. 
     Several congregants have already volunteered to 
assist with accessibility issues, including suggesting 
other sites/centers and being available to accompany 
individuals needing assistance to navigate at Bort 
Meadow, which is largely relatively flat, though the 
ground has a bumpy, uneven surface. 
     *Research alternative means of conveyance to 
transport individuals from point to point at the Bort 
Meadow site, possibly in ways that make use of the 
assistance from a volunteer. This research has already 
begun, with an initial finding that vehicles like golf carts 
are probably too expensive to own, rent, or transport 
from rental locations. Kehilla may have access to one 
or more ordinary wheelchairs that can be used. Or, all 
terrain wheelchairs may be one possibility. There may 
be other ways to deal with the bumpy terrain between 
the car turn-around and the dining tables that are not 
dependent upon volunteer assistance, and allow for 
more independent movement. 
     *Other concerns, suggestions, or ideas, regarding 
Kehilla Retreat accessibility issues or how to address 
them? Want to volunteer your assistance? 
     Contact either Marilyn Golden 
at mgolden@dredf.org, or Don Stone 
at donstone1@aol.com or 510-703-0073. 

mailto:mgolden@dredf.org,
mailto:donstone1@aol.com
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On the Origins of Kehilla: 
Social Justice 

                                                     by Rabbi Burt Jacobson 
Note: This is the fifth of a series of 
personal essays on the beginnings of 
Kehilla. Each article shares the 
origins of one or more of the ideals 
and/or values that motivated me to 
start Kehilla. The essays are adapted 

from the manuscript of the book I am in the process of 
completing, tentatively titled There is Only One Love: 
The Ba’al Shem Tov in the Modern World. 
     My passion for social justice came from my mother, 
Gert Jacobson. As the chairwoman of the Anti-
Defamation League in Cleveland during World War II, 
she tried to awaken the Jewish community to the Nazi 
atrocities in Europe. When our family moved to Texas 
in 1947, Gert became the chairwoman of the Anti-
Defamation League in San Antonio. In that capacity she 
worked with teachers in the public schools, instructing 
them on how to promote racial, ethnic and religious 
tolerance in their classrooms.  
     My mother’s commitment to social justice stemmed 
from her father, Ruby Goldberg. My grandfather, who 
was born in Romania, was a women’s tailor. A secular 
Yiddish-speaking Jew, he was strongly drawn to 
socialism. He became a negotiator for the International 
Ladies’ Garment Workers Union in New York. My 
mother remembered him coming home from the 
negotiations, infuriated by the tightfisted attitudes of 
the factory owners. He would go to the kitchen, pick up 
a carving knife and bang it repeatedly on the counter. 
“Those G… d…. bosses, those G… d…. bosses, they 
won’t give us a nickel! They won’t give us a nickel! 
      I did not hear that story until I was an adult, but I 
learned about the biblical prophets as a young student 
in the religious school of Temple Beth El in San 
Antonio. I came to admire the commitment of the 
Reform movement to social justice. 
       Yet, I did not study the words of the biblical 
prophets until I entered rabbinical school. In 1961, as a 
second-year student at the Jewish Theological 
Seminary, I took a seminar with Abraham Joshua 
Heschel on the prophets. By this time, Heschel was well 
on his way to becoming the most well-known Jewish 
religious thinker in the United States.  
       Heschel had completed his dissertation on the 
prophets in the late 1930s in Germany, just as the Nazi 
regime had come into power. In the late 1950s he 
decided to rewrite the book in English. The members of 

our seminar were privileged to read the galley proofs 
of The Prophets with him.  
    In the book’s introduction, Heschel wrote: 
     The things that horrified the prophets are even now 
daily occurrences all over the world. There is no society 
to which Amos’ words would not apply. 

Listen to this, you merchants who crush the 
poor,and trample on the needy! You who are 
thinking,“When will this New Moon festival  
finally be over so that we can sell our grain, and 
this Sabbath day, so we can market our wheat? 
Then we will tamper with the scales, making the 
bushel-measure smaller and the shekel-weight 
bigger. And then we can make slaves of the 
poor, buying them for their debt of a piece of 
silver or a pair of sandals, and we will even get 
paid for moldy wheat.”YHWH, the Pride of Israel, 
has sworn: ‘’I will never forget what you have 
done!’  Amos 8:4-7 

      Indeed, [Heschel continued] the sort of crimes and 
even the amount delinquency that fill the prophets of 
Israel with dismay do not go beyond that which we 
regard as normal, as typical ingredients of social 
dynamics. To us, a single act of injustice—cheating in 
business, exploitation of the poor—is slight; to the 
prophets, a disaster. To us injustice is injurious to the 
welfare of the people; to the prophets, it is a 
deathblow to existence; to us, an episode; to them, a 
catastrophe, a threat to the world.  
     Heschel’s prose was incandescent. I found his ability 
to enter the consciousness of the prophets utterly 
remarkable. As a result, the voices of the prophets 
have both stirred and haunted me throughout my life. 
     In the following years I found myself especially 
drawn to Amos, the first of the literary prophets, who 
focused almost exclusively on the necessity for social 
justice. Amos seemed totally relevant to the political 
climate of the late 1960s. Indeed, the Reverend Martin 
Luther King, Jr., who became Heschel’s friend and 
colleague, often cited Amos’ words. The day before he 
was assassinated in 1968, King delivered a speech in 
support of the striking sanitation workers in Memphis, 
in which he said:    

"Somehow the preacher must have a kind of fire 
shut up in his bones. And whenever injustice is 
around he must tell it. Somehow the preacher must  
[continued on next page] 



 23 

On the Origins of Kehilla (continued) 
 
be an Amos, who said, “When God speaks, who can 
but prophesy?” Again with Amos, “Let justice roll 
down like waters and righteousness like a mighty 
stream.”  

       In the late 1960s I taught classes about Amos and 
his message to both high school students and adults. I 
emphasized the prophet’s fiery denunciations of 
corruption, wealth, luxury, perversion of justice and 
superficial religion.  

       As I thought about starting a synagogue in the early 
1980s, the fierce voice of Amos called out to me. I felt 
that this radical prophet of justice simply had to be 
given a platform in a city like Berkeley, which had been 
strongly identified with rapid social change, civic 
unrest, and political upheaval in the 1960s and ‘70s. 
The political Left was still robust and there were 
moral/political issues— the Israel-Palestine conflict, 
nuclear weapons, central American refugees—that 
cried out to be dealt with from a prophetic religious 
perspective. 

 
Thank you for Your Generosity 

 

Bar/Bat Mitvah Program 
Susan Coto McKenna and Rafael Coto 

General Fund 
Jane Weisbin and Charles Reilly 

Nueva Esperanza Accompaniment Teams (NEAT) 
Hope Friedman 
Irene McPhail 

Carolyn Schour 
Herbert Salomon and Marcia Liberson 

Simone Masson 
Lisa Rothman 
Ralph Silber 

Sandy Vaughn 
And members of Kehilla's three Accompaniment Teams 

Rabbi's Discretionary Fund 
David Levine and Laurel Zien

All Congregants Deserve A Safe Home 

If you or anyone in your home is experiencing: 
     >Child abuse  
     >Elder abuse  
     >Dependent adult abuse  
     >Teen dating violence 
     >Intimate partner violence (domestic violence) 
    The Kehilla Committee Against Abuse (CAA), working along side the Spiritual Life Practices Committee (SLPC), is 
here to help you become or remain safe.   If you are experiencing any kind of abuse, please call: Steven Falk, long-
time Kehilla member, at (510) 708-0517; Julie Patrusky, experienced domestic violence counselor and long-time 
Kehilla member, at (510) 528-0299; or Rabbi David at (510) 547-2424 x103.   Call the Shalom Bayit (Peace in the 
Home) helpline for counseling and advocacy for teen dating violence and domestic violence issues at: (866) SHALOM-
7 (742-5667) toll-free within the Bay Area or (510) 451-7233 (SAFE) outside the Bay Area.
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September 2016 
Fri., Sept. 2, NO Kabbalat Shabbat service tonight. 
Please join us on Friday night, Sept 16.  

Sat., Sept 3, 10:30am, Elul Shabbat Service on the 
Marina – Rosh Chodesh. Yes, it is one month to go to 
Rosh Hashanah and at this special outdoor service on 
the Marina we will celebrate the New Moon of Elul 
which includes Hallel, the musical holiday celebration 
prayers, led by Beth Dickinson. Discussion led by Rabbi 
David on our High Holy Day theme on our how our 
work on immigration and refugees connects to our 
Jewish path. Check the website for location. Bring a 
chair with you and prepare to dress warmly. Kiddush to 
follow.  Please bring vegetarian finger foods to share, if 
you are able.  

Tues., Sept. 6, 7:30pm. Middle East Peace Committee 
Meeting. Back classroom. 

Wed., Sept. 7, 7:50am Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room. (Enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview.)  Doors open at 7:50 a.m., 
short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30, 
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. 

Wed., Sept. 7, 6:30pm  Spiritual Life Practices 
Committee Meeting.  Fireside Room. 

Thurs., Sept. 8, 4-6pm. Kehilla School. Please enter 
through the kitchen door. 

Thurs., Sept. 8, 6:30pm. "700 Benches: 
Experiencing Biblical Hebrew." Taught by Jenna Kemp 
First class of the series.. (See details on p. 10)  

Fri., Sept. 9, 6:30pm, Friday Night Peace Walk with 
Rabbi David and OCO. This is an easy opportunity to 
really be part of the movement for peace in our own 
community led by Oakland Community Organizations’ 
Ceasefire campaign. Rabbi David has affirmed to OCO 
that we will try to have at least ten Kehilla folk join him 
at these walks for community peace.. The campaign is 
many-sided, including the training and mobilization of 
neighborhood peace interveners, the retraining of 
police, and a weekly peace walk with local 
congregations to support a “culture of peace and 
healing” in neighborhoods at risk. Rabbi David reports 
that he has done this about 10 times and it is an 

especially nice way to meet people from across the 
spectrum of Oakland communities.Meet inside First 
Mt. Sinai Church, 1970 86th Ave. For info, call 510-606-
5064.    

Sat., Sept. 10, 10am. Chai Elul Shabbat and New 
Member Welcome. Join our “Bima Team” for a 
spirited, musical service as we immerse in the month of 
Elul and prepare for the High Holy Days. Our newest 
members will receive a special honor during the Torah 
service, and we’ll kick off the morning with Ketzev 
Kehilla, our prayerful percussion orchestra. Come one, 
come all! Children most welcome! Vegetarian potluck 
luncheon to follow. Please bring a vegetarian dish to 
share.  Kiddush also sponsored by Ruth Goldstone & 
James Eder in honor of Ruth's mother Merle S. 
Goldstone's yartzheit. 

Mon., Sept. 12, 7pm. Book Discussion Group. We will 
discuss The Fixer by Bernard Malamud. Fireside Room. 
(See p. 8 for details.) 

Mon., Sept. 12, 7:30pm. Conversion Group. Buber 
Room. (See p. 10 for details.) 

Tues., Sept. 13, 7pm. Generosity Committee meeting. 
Fireside Room. 

Wed., Sept. 14, 7:50am Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room. (Enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview.)  Doors open at 7:50 a.m., 
short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30, 
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. 

Thurs., Sept. 15, 4-6pm. Kehilla School. Please enter 
through the kitchen door. 

Thurs., Sept. 15, 6:30pm. "700 Benches: 
Experiencing Biblical Hebrew." Taught by Jenna Kemp. 
(See details on p. 10.)  

Fri., Sept. 16, 5:30-7:30pm Solar Lights for Gaza 
Fundraiser and Pre-Shabbat Potluck: This is a special 
pre-Shabbat Service gathering and potluck meal 
organized by Kehilla’s Greening Committee and Middle 
East Peace Committee. The purpose is to raise 
tzedakah for Rebuilding Alliance’s project to provide 
solar lights for the residents of Gaza where electricity is 

Kehilla Community Synagogue 
1300 Grand Avenue (at Fairview) 

Piedmont, CA  94610 
(510) 547-2424 

Please come fragrance-free to all Kehilla events, 
for the health of people with respiratory conditions 

and chemical sensitivities. 
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often available for only four or five hours in a day. This 
is especially needed by children who would otherwise 
study at night by hazardous candle or kerosene light. 
(See article p. 8 .) Guest speaker: Donna Baranski-
Walker, founder of Rebuilding Alliance. We will have a 
Potluck Dinner in the Social Hall starting at 5:30.  Please 
bring a vegetarian or fish dish to share.  

Fri., Sept. 16, 7:30pm, Kabbalat Shabbat with Hazzan 
Shulamit, Julie Nesnansky, and Beth Dickinson. Join us 
for a soulful and spirited musical evening to welcome in 
the joy and peace of Shabbat.  Kiddush to follow. 
Please bring veggie finger foods to share! 

Sat., Sept. 17, 10:30am, Elul Shabbat Service with our 
Chevra Kadisha, at Kehilla led by Rabbi David, Hazzan 
Shulamit, and Julie Nesnansky. Celebrating the 
completion of our “Sh’mira Readings Project.” Sh’mira 
is the ritual of staying with the body of the deceased in 
the period preceding the funeral during which the 
shomer (“guardian”) traditionally reads from the book 
of psalms. For our members when they do Sh’mira, 
Kehilla’s Chevra Kadisha has assembled readings from 
innovative and interpretive translations of the psalms 
some of which we will read at this service. We will have 
a short Torah reading that morning with one aliyah. 
Deuteronomy 22:6-12. If you want to chant this, email 
Rabbi David.  In the Fireside Room. Kiddush sponsored 
by the Chevra Kadisha. 

Sat., Sept. 17, 3:30-6:30pm. Kehilla High Holy Days Art 
Reception. Fireside Room and throughout the building. 
(See announcement, p.4 for details.) 

Sun., Sept. 18, 3:30-7pm. A Community Forum on the 
Movement for Black Lives Platform Study & 
Conversation. With Kehilla leaders, staff, and 
members.  (See article, p. 9 for details.) Buber Room. 

Sun., Sept. 18, 1- 3 pm, “We Are the Bridge” Exhibit 
Reception at Osher Marin JCC in San Rafael. Sponsored 
by the Faith Trio (Kehilla, Islamic Cultural Center, 
Montclair Presbyterian). Includes at least two artists 
who are Kehilla members, Lea Delson and Susan 
Freundlich. 200 North San Pedro Rd. San Rafael 94903. 

Sun., Sept. 18, 2pm.  Yoga for Renewal. Rooted in 
Jewish Mystical Teachings. With Julie Emden of Jewish 
LearningWorks.  Co-sponsored by Kehilla.  4th Street 
Yoga, 1809C 4th Street, Berkeley, CA 94710. $25 Public 
/$20 members of co-sponsoring organizations. 
Register: tinyurl.com/yoga918.  

Sun., Sept. 18, 4pm. "Drumming As Prayer" class with 
Debbie Fier. Fireside Room. (See p. _ for details.) 

Wed., Sept. 21, 7:50am Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room (Enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview)  Doors open at 7:50 a.m., 

short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30, 
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. 

Wed., Sept. 21, 7pm. "Drumming As Prayer" class with 
Debbie Fier. Fireside Room. (See p. 11 for details.) 

Thurs., Sept. 22, 4-6pm. Kehilla School. Please enter 
through the kitchen door. 

Thurs., Sept. 22, 6:30pm. "700 Benches: 
Experiencing Biblical Hebrew." Taught by Jenna Kemp. 
Back classroom, main floor. (See details on p. 10.)  

Fri., Sept. 23,  6:-9:00 Bar/Bat Mitzvah Shabbat 
Celebration: This evening is for all Bar Bat Mitzvah 
family members and is a required part of the BBM 
Program. Come to the synagogue to welcome in the 
new school year and the New Year with a festive 
Shabbat evening. We will begin with a short table 
service followed by a vegetarian potluck.   Fireside 
Room & Sanctuary. 

Fri., Sept. 23,  6:30pm Tot Shabbat.  For babies and 
children up to 5 years old (or older if they enjoy it) and 
their grown-ups. Led by Jen Miriam Kantor, Alon 
Altman and Jen’s puppet friends. Please bring a 
vegetarian potluck dish.  Social Hall. Childcare will be 
provided upon request. 

Sat., Sept. 24, No Shabbat Morning service – Join us 
tonight for Pre-Holy Days Ingathering. 

Sat., Sept. 24. The Bird of Many Colors: A Pre-Holy 
Days Ingathering: 7:15pm schmooze with 
refreshments in the Social Hall, program begins at 8pm.  
Gather with us one week before Rosh Hashanah, as we 
turn together toward the Days of Awe. This year, rather 
than observing Selichot with a service, all are welcome 
to an evening of community, music, stories, meditation 
and reflection.  Join us in the social hall for a little nosh 
and socializing, followed by a program led by the 
Kehilla spiritual leadership and musical prayer leaders, 
as we focus our awareness and maybe set some 
intention for our experience of the holy days.   If you 
are new to Kehilla, or to Kehilla’s observance of the 
High Holydays, this evening is a lovely way to begin the 
experience.  If you’re accustomed to the Selichot 
services of the last few years, you’ll find a similar 
opportunity in this program for settling into intention 
and reflection. 

Sun., Sept. 25, 8:15am-4pm, ROPES course for Bar/Bat 
Mitzvah Students. Students will carpool together to 
the spectacular Fort Miley for a day of fun, adventure 
and an exploration of team building activities. BBM 
families will receive more information about this in the 
mail. 
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Sun., Sept. 25, 1:15-3:30 pm. Interfaith Environmental 
Activity with the Faith Trio (Kehilla, Islamic Cultural 
Center, Montclair Presbyterian). This interfaith activity 
involves removing non-native plants in Joaquin Miller 
Park. Four more volunteers from Kehilla are still 
needed. To volunteer, call Lea Delson 510-528-6725. 

Sun., Sept. 25, 9am. Joyfully Jewish for 
Kindergarteners. Back classroom, main floor. 

Sun., Sept. 25, 5pm. "Mrs. Reiff and the Counterfeit 
Shop," a staged play reading by Stephanie Anne 
Johnson. Sponsored by Kehilla. A touching portrait of 
the friendship between a Black teenager and a 
Holocaust survivor in the 1960s.(See details, p. 6.) 

Tues., Sept. 27, 6:45pm. (Dinner at 6:15)  Board of 
Trustees Meeting. All are welcome. Fireside  Room. 

Wed., Sept. 28, 7:50am Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room. (Enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview.)  Doors open at 7:50 a.m., 
short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30, 
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. 

Thurs., Sept. 29, 4-6pm. Kehilla School. Please enter 
through the kitchen door. 

Thurs., Sept. 29, 6:30pm. "700 Benches: 
Experiencing Biblical Hebrew." Taught by Jenna Kemp. 
Back classroom, main floor. (See details on p. 10.)  

Fri., Sept. 30.  No Services. 
 

October 2016 
Sat., Oct. 1, 10:30am, Elul Shabbat Service at Kehilla 
with Sharon Grodin and Julie Nesnanksy, a smaller 
service in the Fireside Room, with music and reflection.   
  
Sun., Oct. 2, 6:30pm, Erev Rosh Hashanah services at 
Scottish Rite Center, 1547 Lakeside Drive, Oakland.  For 
both adults and children, start at 6:30pm. Sermon by 
Rabbi Dev.  
 
Mon., Oct. 3. Rosh Hashanah services. SERVICES WILL 
END before 12:45! at Scottish Rite Center, 1547 
Lakeside Drive, Oakland. Our leaders are determined to 
conclude the service  in time for tashlich and lunch at a 
reasonable hour. 
8:30 – 9:15am. Silent Meditation Space - 3rd Floor 
9:30am – 12:40pm. Main Rosh Hashanah Morning 
Service, beginning with Ketzev Kehilla with Kehilla’s 
Spiritual Leaders, Hazzan Shulamit and our Musical 
Prayer Leaders 
10:00 – 11:15am. Family and Youth Service with Rabbi 
Dev Noily, Sandra Razieli, Natalie Boskin, and Musical 

Prayer Leader Beth Dickinson and surprise guests! 
Children, teens and adults welcome. 

10:15 - 11:15am. Rosh Hashanah Toddler Services with 
Jen Miriam and Alon Altman. Geared towards babies, 
tots, and kids up to 5 years olds and their grown ups or 
families. 
12:45-12:55pm, Tashlich at Lake Merritt (across the 
street from services) with Rabbi David. 

 Tues., Oct. 4, 9:30am-12:30pm, Second Day Rosh 
Hashanah Services at Kehilla, 1300 Grand Avenue, 
Piedmont, with Rabbi Chaya Gusfield and Eve Decker. 
Kehilla Sanctuary. Receive the replenishment of 
contemplative song, story, and silence. Rabbi Chaya 
Gusfield and Buddhist teacher and musician Eve Decker 
use the beautiful complement of Jewish and Buddhist 
teachings, music, and spiritual practices to delve deeply 
into the essence of this holy day. A more intimate 
service for the second day. 

Wed., Oct. 5, 7:50am Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room. (Enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview.)  Doors open at 7:50 a.m., 
short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30, 
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. 

Wed., Oct. 5, 6:30pm. Spiritual Life Practices 
Committee meeting. Fireside Room. 

Wed., Oct. 5, 7:30pm. Middle East Peace Committee 
Meeting. Fireside Room. 

Thurs., Oct. 6. No Kehilla School. 

Fri., Oct. 7, 7:30pm. NO Kabbalat Shabbat services. 
Please join us for Shabbat Shuva on Saturday morning, 
Oct 8. Our next Kabbalat Shabbat service with Hazzan 
Shulamit will be on November 4.   

Sat., Oct. 8, 10:30am. Shabbat Shuva Service at 
Kehilla.  Join Howard Hamburger and Julie Nesnansky 
for the special Shabbat service situated within the Ten 
Days of Awe. We take the themes of the High Holydays 
and we explore them in the context of Shabbat in a 
smaller service context. Kiddush sponsored by Beth 
Weinberger in memory of her mother, Frieda 
Weinberger, and by Amy Bat Tzipora in memory of her 
beloved Bubbies, Zaydies, mother and father. 

Mon., Oct. 10, 7pm.  Book Discussion Group.  We will 
discuss Mystics of Mile End by Sigal Samuel. Fireside 
Room. 

Tues., Oct. 11, 6:30pm. Kol Nidre Service (for grown 
ups) at Scottish Rite Center, 1547 Lakeside Drive, 
Oakland. Judaism’s most cherished prayer sung once a 
year, Kol Nidre, kicks off a day of collective 
introspection. Sermon by Rabbi David. 



 27 

 Tues., Oct. 11, 6:30pm. Family Kol Nidre Service (for 
children and family) at Kehilla, 1300 Grand Avenue, 
Piedmont Led by Rabbi Dev Noily & Lior Ben-Hur.  
Geared toward children ages 6-12.  Children of all ages 
and adults welcome. 

Tues., Oct. 11, 6:30pm, Toddler Kol Nidre Service (for 
babies and tots) at Kehilla, 1300 Grand Avenue, 
Piedmont Led by Jen Miriam and Alon Altman.  A 
musical, spiritual journey geared toward kids up to 5 
years old and their grown ups.  

Wed., Oct. 12. Yom Kippur Morning Services 
at Scottish Rite Center, 1547 Lakeside Drive, Oakland 
8:30am- 9:15am, Silent Meditation Space 
9:30am,  Main Yom Kippur Morning Service 
10:00am- 11:00am, Youth Services  (6th - 8th grades) 

 Wed., Oct. 12. Yom Kippur Afternoon/Evening 
Services & Activities at Kehilla, 1300 Grand Avenue, 
Piedmont 
2:00- 4:30pm Drop off potluck offerings at Kehilla (or 
bring them at 7:45pm) 
2:30-3:30 pm Workshops 
4:30 pm Yizkor (Remembrance of those who died) 
5:15 pm Rabbi Burt sermon, Healing Service & 
Dukhanen (Priestly blessings) 
6:30 pm Ne’ila (Closing the Gates) 
8:00pm-9:30pm Community Pot Luck Break-Fast at 
Kehilla. Please bring a vegetarian main dish to share. 
Food can be dropped off at Kehilla between 2:00 & 
4:30 p.m., or at 7:45 p.m. 

Thurs., Oct. 13. No Kehilla School. 

Fri., Oct. 14, 6:30pm, Friday Night Peace Walk with 
OCO. Usually Rabbi David is on these walks but may be 
out of town this weekend. But Kehilla people have 
been coming, so it would be great to continue to have 
our shul’s participation in David’s absence. This is an 
easy opportunity to really be part of the movement for 
peace in our own community led by Oakland 
Community Organizations’ Ceasefire campaign. The 
campaign is many-sided including the training and 
mobilization of neighborhood peace interveners, the 
retraining of police, and a weekly peace walk with local 
congregations to support a “culture of peace and 
healing” in neighborhoods at risk. The neighbors there 
support these walks and it has always been peaceful 
and friendly. It’s a nice way to meet people from across 
the spectrum of Oakland communities who support 
Ceasefire efforts. Meet inside First Mt. Sinai Church, 
1970 86th Ave. For info, call 510-606-5064.   

Sat. Oct. 15, 10:30am. Shabbat Service with Sharon 
Grodin and Beth Dickinson. As we read the poem that 
comprises parashat Haazinu (Deuteronomy 32), we can 

see the influence of the theology of the prophets on 
this chapter. Of course, the prophets were centuries 
after Moses, so this is a much later insert into the 
Torah with a very different way of seeing God. What 
was this theology and how does it connect to later 
Jewish spirituality and to our social activism today? We 
will especially look at Deuteronomy 32:37-40. Kiddush 
to follow. Bring a veggy potluck dish to share. Fireside 
Room. 

Sun., Oct. 16, 11am-1pm. Kehilla Neighborhood 
Brunches. 

Sun., Oct. 16, 5:30pm. Chai Mitzvah Group. Back 
classroom, main floor.   (See details, p. 11.)  

Mon., Oct. 17, 7-9pm. Community Discussion of Ballot 
Propositions and Local Measures.  Sponsored by the 
Economic Justice Committee, the Greening Committee 
and Anti-Death Penalty Action Group. Social Hall. (See 
article, p. 17.) 

Mon., Oct. 17, 6:30pm. "Elements of Magical Judaism" 
class. Taught by Jude Elfe & Jonathan Furst. Sanctuary.  
(See p. 12 for details.) 

Wed., Oct. 19, 7:50am Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room. (Enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview.)  Doors open at 7:50 a.m., 
short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30, 
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. 

Wed., Oct. 19, 7pm. Economic Justice Committee 
Meeting. Social Hall. 

Thurs., Oct. 20, 4-6pm. Kehilla School. Please enter 
through the kitchen door. 

Fri., Oct. 21, 6:30pm, Sukkot Shabbat Friday Evening 
Potluck in the Sukkah. Bring the whole family and join 
us for a Sukkot dinner in the Sukkah (and/or Social 
Hall). This is not a ritual-heavy event – our major 
purpose is to celebrate and be happy, which is the very 
purpose the Torah describes for the holiday. We’ll do a 
few blessings, then a potluck dinner, conversation, 
perhaps a chance for kids to make sukkah decorations, 
and then, as you choose to, do the ritual of blessing the 
lulav palm frond and shaking in blessing to all the 
world’s directions with Rabbi David. At Kehilla 
Remember: Bring a veggy potluck dish to share and be 
joyous. 

Sat., Oct. 22, 10:30am. Sukkot Shabbat with Special 
Procession.  Appropriate for everyone in the family. 
Join Rabbi David & Julie Nesnansky as we celebrate 
Sukkot with a joyous musical service and processions 
(“hakafot”) with lulav followed by Kiddush in the 
sukkah. Bring veggie finger food to share. 
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Mon. Oct. 24. Simchat Torah Celebration at Chochmat 
HaLev  2215 Prince St., Berkeley at Fulton. 
Join with all the Bay Area Renewal communities for a 
night of sacred and ecstastic dancing to live music and 
special Torah chanting to celebrate the conclusion of 
our High Holy Day journey.    
6:00pm  Special Kids Celebration with Jen Miriam and 
Alon Altman, dance and sing around the Torah with  
puppets, music and friends 
6:30pm Vegetarian potluck dinner 
7:00 pm Maariv, Dancing and Torah service with the 
Shirat HaLev Musicians 
9:30 pm- Kiddush and refreshments 
Donation:  Members of participating organizations: 
$15-10   General Public $20-15   Children: $5 

Tues., Oct. 25, 6:45pm. (Dinner at 6:15)  Board of 
Trustees Meeting. All are welcome. Fireside  Room. 

Wed., Oct. 26, 7:50am Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room. (Enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview.)  Doors open at 7:50 a.m., 
short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30, 
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. 

Wed., Oct. 26, 7pm. A Class in the Poetic Word. Taught 
by Lenore Weiss. Fireside Room. (See p. 12 for details.) 

Thurs., Oct. 27, 4-6pm.  Kehilla School. Please enter 
through the kitchen door. 

Thurs., Oct. 27, 6:30pm. "700 Benches: 
Experiencing Biblical Hebrew." Taught by Jenna Kemp. 
(See details on p. 10)  

Fri., Oct. 28, 6:30pm, Tot Shabbat. For children up to 5 
years old (or older if they enjoy it) and their grown-ups. 
Led by Jen Miriam Kantor, Alon Altman and Jen’s 
puppet friends. Please bring a vegetarian potluck dish. 
In the Social Hall. 

Sat., Oct 29, 10:30am.  Shabbat Service and Torah 
Study with Rabbi David and Beth Dickinson. Here we go 
again! We are starting the Torah anew from the first 
parasha of the Torah. We will be looking at the mythic 
Garden of Eden story and how it has been 
reinterpreted in traditional and modern midrash (such 
as by Lilith Magazine and John Steinbeck). During the 
service, rather than chanting the Torah we will study 

and discuss Chapter 3 of Genesis. Followed by Kiddush. 
Bring veggie finger food to share. 

Sat., Oct.29, 9am. 30th annual Harmony Walk/Run to 
End Homelessness in Richmond, hosted by the Greater 
Richmond Interfaith Program (GRIP). Check-in 9:30am. 
Walk begins 10:30am.The web address with a link to 
our team page & further details will be provided in the 
Kehilla weekly e-mails. You can walk or run for as 
much, or as little, a distance as you want.  And, there 
will be a festival in the park after the walk. (See 
announcement, p. 14.) 

Sun., Oct. 30, 2:30-5:00, (1) Nuts and Bolts Workshop 
for Parents & (2) Interactive Discussion with Shalom 
Bayit for Bar/Bat Mitzvah Students 
(1) is required for parents, (2) is highly recommended 
for Students 
   Parents who have previously gone through the 
program will be coming to and share their nuts and 
bolts experiences about planning for the whole year, 
including sharing details about how to keep things 
organized, as well as kiddush and party planning. 
Simultaneously, Zephira Derblich-Milea from Shalom 
Bayit will be presenting her award-winning workshop, 
“Love Shouldn’t Hurt.” www.shalom-bayit.org/teen 
In this workshop, students will have the opportunity to 
learn and discuss about how to build and maintain 
healthy relationships.    
For questions or to request childcare for BBM related 
activities, contact sandra@kehillasynagogue.org.  

Mon., Oct. 31, 6:30-9:30pm. "Elements of Magical 
Judaism" class. Taught by Jude Elfe & Jonathan Furst. 
Sanctuary.  (See p. 12 for details.) 

Sat., Nov. 5, 6:45pm. Annual Harvest Dinner of the 
Faith Trio (Kehilla, Islamic Cultural Center, Montclair 
Presbyterian). Come early at 6:15 if you would like to 
be present at the Muslim evening prayer. Followed by 
multi-faith blessings before dinner. Designated potluck: 
Kehilla members bring veggy salads (fish okay). 
Muslims, Jews and Christians eating together and an 
opportunity to discuss the subject of the evening: 
Solidarity: A Spiritual Necessity. At the Islamic Cultural 
Center, 1433 Madison Street, Oakland. 
 

 
  

http://www.shalom-bayit.org/teen
mailto:sandra@kehillasynagogue.org.
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Kehilla Community Synagogue 
Please use the following number for all staff:  (510) 547-2424 

Co-Rabbi, David J. Cooper 
Rabbidavid@kehillasynagogue.org 

Co-Rabbi, Dev Noily  
RabbiDev@kehillasynagogue.org 

Executive Director,  Michael Saxe-Taller 
Michael@kehillasynagogue.org 

Managing Director, Beth Bittle 
Beth@kehillasynagogue.org 

Hazzan Shulamit Wise Fairman 
Shulamit@kehillasynagogue.org 

Bar/Bat Mitvzah Program Director, Sandra Razieli 
Sandra@kehillasynagogue.org 

Founding Rabbi, Burt Jacobson   (510) 283-5704 
RabBurt@earthlink.net 
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Communications Coordinator,  
Sasha Gottfried 
Sasha@kehillasynagogue.org 

Youth Programs Coordinator,  
Natalie Boskin  
Natalie@kehillasynagogue.org 

Bookkeeper, Molly Melamed 
Molly@kehillasynagogue.org 

Events Line: 

Fax: (510) 547-2442 

Chevra Kadisha: 
Jane Hoberman: 510-843-6047 

Committee Against Abuse: 
Steven Falk: 510-339-0517 

Spiritual Life Practices Committee Chair:  
Shoshana Finacom 
Spirituallife@kehillasynagogue.org 
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mailto:Beth@kehillasynagogue.org
mailto:Shulamit@kehillasynagogue.org
mailto:Sandra@kehillasynagogue.org
mailto:RabBurt@earthlink.net
mailto:Sasha@kehillasynagogue.org
mailto:Natalie@kehillasynagogue.org
mailto:Molly@kehillasynagogue.org
mailto:Spirituallife@kehillasynagogue.org
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              High Holy Days 5777/2016 
                     Seeking Shelter in the Days of Awe:  
            Immigrants and Refugees, Longing and Home 
                                                    by Rabbi Dev Noily 

     In March of this year a 
group of Kehilla members 
working on immigration 
issues called a meeting to 
connect people in our 
community who are involved 

in all kinds of work and service with immigrants and 
refugees, and the laws and policies affecting them. 
    Here are some of the ways people who came to the 
meeting are engaged: 

 Working with Nueva Esperanza to form 
accompaniment teams who provide direct 
support to newly arrived Central American 
immigrants; 

 Supporting LGBT refugees through the Jewish 
Family and Community Services of the East 
Bay LGBT refugee resettlement program ; 

 Working with Jewish Voice for Peace doing 
neighborhood canvassing focused on 
welcoming refugees and ending Muslim 
profiling; 

 Participating in monthly vigils at the ICE West 
County Detention Facility to support 
immigrant detainees and their families; 

 Exploring Kehilla's potential to be a sanctuary 
synagogue for those who face deportation; 

 Providing legal or counseling services to 
immigrants; 

 Providing direct or financial support for Syrian 
and other refugees in Europe, through the 
Hebrew Immigrant Aid Society (HIAS) and 
other agencies; 

 Working with the East Bay Interfaith 
Immigration Coalition; 

 Providing support to Syrian refugees coming 
to the U.S. 

    I left that meeting inspired and moved by the 
incredible energy among people in the Kehilla 
community.  There are so many ways that so many 
people are supporting immigrants and refugees, 

fighting against deportations and human rights 
abuses, and advocating for policy changes that reflect 
our commitment to welcome people who are fleeing 
war, persecution and social and economic turmoil.   
    One thing that came up at the meeting was the 
need to let more people know about the work that’s 
happening, and to help more people join in.  How 
could we get word out about where contributions are 
needed and how people contribute—whether 
someone has an occasional few hours or dollars to 
give, or has housing to share, or can offer an ongoing 
gift of time? 
    When the Spiritual Leadership team (Rabbi David, 
Hazzan Shulamit, Avi Rose, Rabbi Burt, Howard 
Hamburger, Sandra Razieli, Sharon Grodin and myself) 
met to consider our theme for this year’s High Holy 
Days, “immigrants and refugees” emerged as a 
compelling choice.  We saw at least a trio of 
interconnected reasons to dig into this ground:  (1) the 
urgent humanitarian and justice issues underlying the 
unprecedented migration underway, (2) the energy 
already flowing in Kehilla to address the crises, and (3) 
the potential for our coming together for High Holy 
Days to help more people respond to the crises.  
    One more reason to let ourselves be guided by this 
theme is its profoundly rich spiritual terrain.  
Experiences of seeking refuge, migrating, yearning for 
home and offering harbor and kindness to those 
fleeing from danger open up the big questions that all 
of us sometimes face in moments of stillness.  What is 
the sense of disorientation, separateness or apartness 
that we sometimes feel? How do we come to be at 
home in the world and in ourselves? What is our 
longing for connection and at-one-ment—where does 
it come from, and where can it lead us? What are our 
personal and communal histories of migration and 
how do they shape us? How can we move toward 
harmony and balance between our unique individual 
experience and our shared connection to all that is? 

[continued on p. 19]

 

 KOL 
KEHILLA 

The Newsletter of Kehilla Community Synagogue 

September/October 2016 
 



2 

 

Renew Your Membership Now! 
    Kehilla members in good standing will automatically 

receive complimentary admission to High Holy Day 
services when you renew your membership for 2015-16.  

Your admission to High Holy Day services will be your 
name at the door, along with your name tag.  

    To renew your membership, please visit our website at 
www.KehillaSynagogue.org.     

 

Discounts 
On First-Time Membership 

    We are offering a discount on membership dues 
through December 1, 2016. Dues are $200 for Adults 
under 30, and $660 for Adults 30 and over, and will 
include tickets to all High Holy Day services. Conversely, 
any payment made for High Holy Day tickets can be 
applied to the cost of membership. Payment plans can be 
arranged. 

   Visit the website at www.KehillaSynagogue.org and 
click on “JOIN” for more information, or  contact Sasha at 
(510) 547-2424 x100 or Sasha@KehillaSynagogue.org.   

 

 

High Holy Day Tickets  
for the General Public 

Tickets to services  for the general public can be 
ordered on the website at 

http://kehillasynagogue.org/highholydays/  

Tickets will also be available 
 for purchase at the door. 

High Holy Days Schedule 
The Bird of Many Colors:  

A Pre-Holy Days Ingathering 
Saturday, September 24  

Social hour at 7:15, Program at 8pm 

Erev Rosh Hashanah at Scottish Rite Center  
Sunday, October 2, 6:30pm  

Rosh Hashanah at Scottish Rite Center  
Monday, October 3, 9:30am  

Rosh Hashanah Family & Youth Service 
 at Scottish Rite Center 
Monday, October 3, 10am 

Rosh Hashanah Toddler Services 
at Scottish Rite Center 

Monday, October 3, 10:15am 

Second Day Rosh Hashanah at Kehilla  
Tuesday, October 4, 9:30am 

Shabbat Shuvah at Kehilla 
Saturday, October 8, 10:30am 

Kol Nidre at Scottish Rite Center 
 Tuesday, October 11, 6:30pm  

Kol Nidre Family Service at Kehilla  
Tuesday, October 11, 6:30pm 

Kol Nidre Toddler Service at Kehilla  
Tuesday, October 11, 6:30pm 

Yom Kippur Day at Scottish Rite Center  
Wednesday, October 12, 9:30am  

Yom Kippur Youth Service for 6th-8th Graders 
at Scottish Rite Center 

Wednesday, October 12, 10am 

Yom Kippur Afternoon/Evening at Kehilla 
Wednesday, October 12 

2:00-4:30pm: Drop off potluck offerings* 
2:30-3:30pm: Workshops 

 4:30pm: Yizkor (Remembrance) 
5:15pm: Rabbi Burt Teaching, Healing Service & Dukhanen  

6:30pm: Ne’ila (Closing the Gates) 
8pm: Community Potluck Break-fast 

*Please bring a vegetarian main dish to share. Food can be 
dropped off at Kehilla between 2:00 & 4:30pm or at 7:45pm 

 

 

KKeehhiillllaa  HHiigghh  HHoollyy  DDaayyss  
22001166//55777777 

http://www.KehillaSynagogue.org.
http://www.KehillaSynagogue.org
mailto:Sasha@KehillaSynagogue.org.
http://kehillasynagogue.org/highholydays/
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Executively Speaking  
A New Year: Looking Ahead 

                                         by Michael Saxe-Taller, Executive Director 
      

       It is again that time of the Jewish 
cycle when we reflect on the past year    
and imagine the one that is coming.   
     This year, my first full Jewish year at 
Kehilla, was filled with important 

moments and solid growth for us as a congregation. We 
finished the year a stronger, more cohesive community. 
We have increased our membership, solidified our 
finances, updated our technology, prepared for an 
upcoming rabbinic transition and developed even more 
committed congregant leaders (for specifics, see my June 
Kol Kehilla article at http://kehillasynagogue.org/oh-
what-a-year/. I think we can be proud of all that we did 
to strengthen our community and to make constructive 
change in the communities around us. 
     I am jazzed for the year that is coming up. We enter 
the year planted on firm ground,  prepared to face the 
next important set of challenges for us as a community. I 
think these include: 
     Caring for our building – Our physical home is in need 
of some significant repair. In addition, we want our 
building to be more accessible and more welcoming to 
our own community and to those who join us.  
     Completing our Rabbinic transition – Rabbis David and 
Dev will be serving as Co-Rabbis for this year until the  

 
next stage of the transition occurs in July 2017. We will 
have many chances to appreciate Rabbi David for his 
years of work and to prepare for Rabbi Dev’s step into 
the senior rabbinic role. We will also be searching for a 
dynamic new Director of Kehilla School to join our Kehilla 
leadership team.  
     Addressing the issues of a growing community – 
Kehilla grew by 25 member households in the past year 
and we have reason to think that we will continue to 
grow this year as well. We will need to put attention to 
welcoming our new members, as well as to how we 
maintain our intimacy and individual care while we grow. 
     Thinking about our next 5-10 years – As our present 
day situation has become stable, we now have the 
opportunity to image our future as a congregation and to 
strategize and prioritize the steps that will get us there.    
The Kehilla Board and many of our other committees will 
have opportunities to do this kind of thinking. 
     I am excited for the opportunity to engage with you 
this year on these issues and on the many other aspects 
of Kehilla life.  
     May we all have a sweet year of working, building, 
growing and celebrating together as a community. 
L’Shana Tova

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

It's Membership Renewal Time! 

    It is time again for you to renew your annual Kehilla dues pledge. 

     We are excited to have a new membership renewal and registration process, a result of another one of our 
year’s major accomplishments - a new, upgraded database. We now have one form that is used for membership 
renewals, new memberships and religious school registrations. The form will combine all fees and allow you to 
set up a payment plan. We will also be able to automatically update your contact information into the database.  

     We strongly encourage everyone to renew their membership electronically. If you need a paper registration 
form, please contact Sasha Gottfried at 510-547-2424 x100 or Sasha@kehillasynagogue.org  

     You have recently received a letter and a couple of emails outlining the renewal/registration process. You can 
access the renewal/registration form by going to the to the Kehilla website or to the link in the renewal emails.  

     We deeply appreciate your membership in this community and look forward to another year together! 

  

http://kehillasynagogue.org/oh-
mailto:Sasha@kehillasynagogue.org
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Chai Elul Shabbat & 
New Member Welcome 

Saturday, September 10, 10am 

      Join our “Bima Team” for a spirited, musical service as 
we immerse in the month of Elul and prepare for the High 
Holy Days. Our newest members will receive a special 
honor during the Torah service, and we’ll kick off the 
morning with Ketzev Kehilla, our prayerful percussion 
orchestra. Come one, come all! Children most welcome! 
Vegetarian potluck luncheon to follow. Please bring a 
vegetarian dish to share.  Kiddush also sponsored by Ruth 
Goldstone & James Eder in honor of Ruth's mother Merle 
S. Goldstone's yartzheit. 

 

Solar Lights for Gaza Fundraiser & 
 Pre-Shabbat Potluck 

Friday, September 16, 5:30pm 
     This is a special pre-Shabbat Service gathering and 
potluck meal organized by Kehilla’s Greening Committee 
and Middle East Peace Committee. The purpose is to raise 
tzedakah for Rebuilding Alliance’s project to provide solar 
lights for the residents of Gaza where electricity is often 
available for only four or five hours in a day. This is 
especially needed by children who would otherwise study 
at night by hazardous candle or kerosene light. Guest 
speaker: Donna Baranski-Walker, founder of Rebuilding 
Alliance. We will have a Potluck Dinner in the Social Hall 
starting at 6:00.  Please bring a vegetarian or fish dish to 
share.  Followed by Kabbalat Shabbat Service at 7:30. (See 
article, p. 8.) 

 

Elul Shabbat Service with  
the Chevra Kadisha 

Saturday, September 17, 10:30am 

     Led by Rabbi David, Hazzan Shulamit, and Julie 
Nesnansky. Celebrating the completion of our “Sh’mira 
Readings Project.” Sh’mira is the ritual of staying with the 
body of the deceased in the period preceding the funeral 
during which the shomer (“guardian”) traditionally reads 
from the book of psalms. For our members, when they do 
Sh’mira, Kehilla’s Chevra Kadisha has assembled readings 
from innovative and interpretive translations of the psalms, 
some of which we will read at this service. We will have a 
short Torah reading that morning with one aliyah. 
Deuteronomy 22:6-12. If you want to chant this, email 
Rabbi David.  In the Fireside Room. Kiddush sponsored by 
the Chevra Kadisha. 

A Community Forum on the  
Movement for Black Lives Platform 

Study & Conversation 
Sunday September 18, 3:30 – 7:00pm 

     Join us as we come together to study the 
platform as a community and to listen deeply to 
what the Movement’s leaders are saying. Rabbi 
David, Rabbi Dev, Hazzan Shulamit, and Rabbi Burt 
have endorsed the Movement for Black Lives 
Platform as individuals.  We invite you to read the 
entire platform, either ahead of time or at the 
Forum.   
    Our intention is to create a community forum 
that centers the Platform’s demands for racial and 
economic justice, while making space for the 
complex emotional responses that may arise for us 
in relationship to Jewish identity, racial identity and 
all the aspects of ourselves that make each of us 
who we are. 
    ( See article on p. 9 for details.)  

Kehilla High Holy Days Art Reception 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Saturday, September 17, 3:30-6:30pm 

     Kehilla is honored to present a group show 
reflecting this year’s High Holy Days theme of 
Immigrants. Refugees. Longing. Home. For the first 
time, Kehilla will be using art to deepen our 
individual and collective connection to the High Holy 
Days. 
     Over 20 Kehilla members have contributed more 
than 30 pieces, including sketches, paintings, mixed 
media, ceramics, photos, and narrative. The work is 
both beautiful and powerful. We invite you to join us 
at the artists’ reception.  Thanks to the talent and 
generosity of our congregation, art will be displayed 
not only in the Fireside Room but throughout the 
synagogue. Light refreshments will be served. We 
look forward to seeing you there! 
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A Gym for Writers 
     Have you always wanted to explore writing and 
other writers, but need a supportive environment 
to get the ink going? Here's an open invitation for 
all those who'd like to discuss forming a Jewish-
based writing group. 
     The possibilities might include — a place where 
we can generate new writing based on prompts 
and other self-starters, exchange information 
about our favorite Jewish writers and poets, read 
together, or something else.  
      If interested, please contact Lenore Weiss at 
webcontentlw@gmail.com  with "Gym for 
Writers"  in the subject line.   

Yoga for Renewal: 
Rooted in Jewish Mystical Teachings 

with Julie Emden of Jewish LearningWorks 

 

Sunday, September 18, 2:00-4:00pm 

     Integrate, mind, body, heart and spirit. Enhance 
your practices for living in balance and wellness with 
this gentle, grounded Iyengar-based yoga and 
movement practice infused with themes of 
realignment and renewal for the Jewish New Year. 

     Location:  4th Street Yoga, 1809 4th St., Berkeley 
     Cost:  $25.   Register: yogasept20.eventbrite.com 

     Co-sponsored by 4th Street Yoga, Chochmat HaLev, 
Congregation Netivot Shalom, Kehilla Community 

Synagogue, Temple Sinai Oakland. 

     Contact: jemden@jewishlearningworks.org 
About Julie Emden:  Julie directs the Embodied Jewish 
Learning Initiative at Jewish LearningWorks. A graduate of 
five fellowship and certification programs related to her 
work as a Jewish Educator and as a Yoga, Movement and 
Dance Instructor, Julie holds a BA from the University of 
Michigan. She holds teaching certifications in Iyengar-
based yoga from the Yoga Room in Berkeley, in Yoga and 
Jewish Spirituality from Elat Chayyim Center for Jewish 
Spirituality, and in Movement-based Expressive Arts from 
Tamalpa Institute.  

 “We Are the Bridge” Exhibit Reception 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Sunday, September 18, 1- 3 pm 
     This exhibit showcases works by artists of multiple 
faith traditions, and is sponsored by the Faith Trio 
(Kehilla, Islamic Cultural Center, and Montclair 
Presbyterian).  It includes a large selection from the 
May 2015 interfaith exhibition held at the Islamic 
Cultural Center of Northern California. Kehilla artists 
Tamar Raine, Susan Freundlich and Lea Delson are 
represented in this exhibit, along with many other 
wonderful artists.  Free Reception with Music. 

 At Osher Marin JCC  
 200 North San Pedro Rd. San Rafael 

 
Mission Dolores Window by Lea Delson 

 

The Bird of Many Colors: 
A Pre-Holy Days Ingathering 

Saturday, September 24 
Shmooze: 7:15pm  Program: 8pm 

     Gather with us one week before Rosh Hashanah, as 
we turn together toward the Days of Awe. This year, 
rather than observing Selichot with a service, all are 
welcome to an evening of community, music, stories, 
meditation and reflection.  

      Join us in the social hall for a little nosh and 
socializing, followed by a program led by the Kehilla 
spiritual leadership and musical prayer leaders, as we 
focus our awareness and maybe set some intention for 
our experience of the holy days.   If you are new to 
Kehilla, or to Kehilla’s observance of the High Holydays, 
this evening is a lovely way to begin the experience.  If 
you’re accustomed to the Selichot services of the last 
few years, you’ll find a similar opportunity in this 
program for settling into intention and reflection. 

 

mailto:webcontentlw@gmail.com
mailto:jemden@jewishlearningworks.org
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"Mrs. Reiff And The Counterfeit Shop" 
by Stephanie Anne Johnson 

A Staged Play Reading 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Sunday, September 25, 5pm 

     We are delighted to present a staged reading of 
Stephanie Anne Johnson’s newest play. This 
autobiographical portrait begins when teenaged 
Stephanie looks into the window of an art store in 
Englewood, New Jersey. 
      Welcomed by Mrs. Reiff, the owner of the 
Counterfeit Shop, they develop a decades long 
friendship which transcends age, culture, race, and 
religion. There are flashbacks to highlight this 
historical moment on the East Coast when Black 
people and Jewish people shared common cause in 
the quest for social justice. A surprising cultural 
intersection is revealed at the end of the play. 
      Susan Felix, Bruce Bierman, and Stephanie Anne 
Johnson will be the readers. Bruce Bierman will lead 
participants in Jewish dance before an open 
discussion of this play in development.   
     People of all ages are welcome to attend this 
event.  Admission is free. Donations for the actors 
and technician will be gratefully accepted. 

In the Sanctuary 

 

Sukkot Shabbat: 
Friday Evening Potluck in the Sukkah 

 
Friday, October 21, 6:30pm 

    Bring the whole family and join us for a Sukkot 
dinner in the Sukkah (and/or Social Hall). This is not a 
ritual-heavy event – our major purpose is to 
celebrate and be happy which is the very purpose 
the Torah describes for the holiday. We’ll do a few 
blessings, then a potluck dinner, conversation, 
perhaps a chance for kids to make sukkah 
decorations, and then, as you choose to, do the ritual 
of blessing the lulav palm frond and shaking in 
blessing to all the world’s directions with Rabbi 
David.   Remember: Bring a veggie potluck dish to 
share and be joyous! (Fish okay, but no shellfish, 
please.) 

 

Annual Harvest Dinner of the Faith Trio 
“Solidarity: A Spiritual Necessity”  

 

 
Saturday evening, November 5 

 
6:15 Come early if you would like to be present at the 
Muslim evening service 
6:45 Multi-Faith Blessings, Potluck Dinner (see below) 
and Conversation 
 
     The Faith Trio is an alliance of Kehilla Community 
Synagogue, Islamic Cultural Center of Northern 
California, and Montclair Presbyterian Church. Every 
year we hold an autumn gathering. Often we have a 
theme for discussion at the tables. The opening 
question this year: “What is your earliest memory of an 
experience where you met someone from another 
religious background?” Our discussions will focus on 
the spiritual necessity for interfaith solidarity.  
Designated potluck: Kehilla members bring veggy 
salads (fish okay). 

At the Islamic Cultural Center of Northern California 
1433 Madison Street, Oakland near 14th Street 

 



 7

Kehilla Neighborhood Brunches Return! 
Sunday, October 16, 11:00am-1:00pm

If you have ever wanted to find out more about the 
Kehilla members in your neighborhood and to make 
connections in your local village - come to a Kehilla 
Neighborhood Brunch!   This year our brunch is on the 
day of the first evening of Sukkot. 

WHERE: We expect to have hosts for Berkeley, 
Richmond, South Oakland and the 
Rockridge/Temescal/Grand Lake/Piedmont area of 
Oakland. WHAT: The hosts will provide juice, coffee 
and tea.   

Guests are asked to bring vegetarian brunch items to 
share. 

Save the Date and look for further announcements in 
the weekly emails or call the office!  We hope to see 
you there!  If you are willing to volunteer your home, 
please email chesed@kehillasynagogue.org.  Your offer 
will be much appreciated. 

Shalom, 
The Chesed Committee 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Erev Simchat Torah Celebration!  
Monday, October 24 

 

 

 

 

at Chochmat HaLev   
2215 Prince St., Berkeley at Fulton. 

Join with all the Bay Area Renewal communities for 
a night of sacred and ecstastic dancing to live 
music and special Torah chanting to celebrate the 
conclusion of our High Holy Day journey.    

6:00pm  Special Kids Celebration with Jen Miriam 
and Alon Altman, dance and sing around the Torah 
with  puppets, music and friends 

6:30pm Vegetarian potluck dinner 

7:00 pm Maariv, Dancing and Torah service with 
the Shirat HaLev Musicians 

9:30 pm- Kiddush and refreshments 

Donation:  Members of participating organizations: 
$15-10   General Public $20-15   Children: $5 

Save the Date! 

The Buddha & The Ba’al Shem Tov 
With Zoketsu Norman Fischer, Rabbi Burt Jacobson &  

Rabbi Dev Noily  
Come celebrate Rabbi Burt's 80th Birthday! 

Saturday Evening, November 19, 7:30pm 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

   Our own visionary teacher Rabbi Burt and noted poet, 
meditation teacher and Zen Buddhist priest, Norman 
Fischer will be in dialogue, moderated by Rabbi Dev. They 
will explore parallels in the teaching and lives of the 
Buddha and the Ba’al Shem Tov, two enlightened teachers 
who saw the Divine everywhere, and taught the spiritual 
values of mystery, compassion, love and joy. 

   Come and celebrate Rabbi Burt’s 80th birthday and 50th 
year in the rabbinate! The dialogue will be followed by 
delectable desserts and drinks in the Social Hall. 

   PLEASE NOTE – We will be celebrating Rabbi Burt’s 80th 
throughout Shabbat on November 18 & 19.  We will have 
Kabbalat Shabbat services and oneg on Friday night, and 
special Shabbat morning services and lunch on Saturday. 

Sanctuary 
 

 

 

 

mailto:chesed@kehillasynagogue.org.
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Book Discussion Group 
All Kehilla members are welcome to join us for our customary meetings on the second Monday of the month at 7pm in 
the Fireside Room. These books are from the San Francisco Jewiish Community Library and there might be copies to 
borrow. 

Monday, September 12, 7pm 
The Fixer by Bernard Malamud 

     The Fixer (1966) is Bernard Malamud's best-known 
and most acclaimed novel -- one that makes manifest his 
roots in Russian fiction, especially that of Isaac Babel.  
Set in Kiev in 1911 during a period of heightened anti-
Semitism, the novel tells the story of Yakov Bok, a Jewish 
handyman blamed for the brutal murder of a young 
Russian boy. Bok leaves his village to try his luck in Kiev, 
and after denying his Jewish identity, finds himself 
working for a member of the anti-Semitic Black 
Hundreds Society. When the boy is found nearly drained 
of blood in a cave, the Black Hundreds accuse the Jews of 
ritual murder. Arrested and imprisoned, Bok refuses to 
confess to a crime that he did not commit. 
 

 

Monday, October 10, 7pm 
Mystics of Mile End by Sigal Samuel 

     Sigal Samuel’s debut novel, in the vein of Nicole 
Krauss’s bestselling The History of Love, is an imaginative 
story that delves into the heart of Jewish mysticism, 
faith, and family. In the half-Hasidic, half-hipster 
Montreal neighborhood of Mile End, eleven-year-old Lev 
Meyer is discovering that there may be a place for 
Judaism in his life. As he learns about science in his day 
school, Lev begins his own extracurricular study of the 
Bible’s Tree of Knowledge with neighbor Mr. Katz, who is 
building his own Tree out of trash. Meanwhile his sister 
Samara is secretly studying for her Bat Mitzvah with 
next-door neighbor and Holocaust survivor, Mr. 
Glassman. All the while his father, David, a professor of 
Jewish mysticism, is a non-believer. 

 
Solar Lights for Gaza Fundraiser & 

 Pre-Shabbat Potluck 
Please join Kehilla’s Greening and Middle East Peace Committees for a potluck dinner on  

September 16 at 5:30pm and fundraiser to support the children of Gaza. 

         Gaza is still recovering from fifty-one days of 
bombing in 2014. Electricity, water, and sewage systems 
are all still very fragile, and more than 17,000 people are 
still in temporary housing. Families there are affected 
daily by rolling black-outs. Far too often electricity is 
only available for 4 hours per day. Children must do 
their homework by dangerous kerosene lamps or 
candlelight. For the last year, the Rebuilding Alliance, a 
local non-profit organization, has been fundraising and 
shpping solar powered lights to Non-Governmental 
Organizations in Gaza. Our goal is to help raise funds to 
help them send the next pallet of 1,920 solar-powered 
lights to Gaza's children. 
     Our speaker for the evening will be Donna Baranski-
Walker, founder and Executive Director of Rebuilding 
Alliance, who was in Gaza in April to distribute the first 
pallet of solar lights. Rebuilding Alliance is working with 
Palestinian Non-Governmental Organizations in Gaza to 
distribute the solar lights to children and families in 
need. Donna will explain how Rebuilding Alliance is able 
to send the solar-powered lights through the blockade 
following pre-clearance by both Palestinian and Israeli 
Customs. She also will tell us about their NGO partners 
and some of the families she visited in Gaza. This will be 

a rare opportunity to hear directly from someone who 
has spent time in Gaza supporting children and families.  
     Rebuilding Alliance has already delivered three pallets 
of solar lights so children in Gaza can safely study and 
spend time with their families. There are 700,000 
children in Gaza.  Please join us on Sept. 16th to help 
Rebuilding Alliance send more Luci Lights to Gaza's 
children. 
     We will have a Potluck Dinner in the Social Hall 
starting at 5:30. Please bring a vegetarian or fish dish to 
share.  
     And please join us after dinner and the presentation 
for a spirited, musical Kabbalat Shabbat service to sing, 
meditate, dance, and rest in the joy and peace of 
Shabbat. Led by Hazzan Shulamit and Julie Nesnansky. 
     We hope you can join us on September 16 to hear first 
hand from our guest about her experience personally 
delivering solar lights to Gaza. But if you can’t make it, 
please make a donation to this great project!  
     You can donate at this link: 
https://commitchange.com/ca/burlingame-
94010/rebuilding-alliance/events/kehilla-for-gazas-
children 

https://commitchange.com/ca/burlingame-
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You’re Invited: 
A Community Forum on the Movement for Black Lives Platform: 

Study & Conversation 

Sunday September 18, 3:30 – 7:00pm 
by Rabbi Dev Noily 

     In early August the Movement for Black Lives 
Platform was published.  Organizers described their 
project this way: 

In response to the sustained and increasingly visible 
violence against Black communities in the U.S. and 
globally, a collective of more than 50 organizations 
representing thousands of Black people from across 
the country have come together with renewed 
energy and purpose to articulate a common vision 
and agenda. 
Our resistance and rebellion are not new, but like 
other times in history have come to a critical mass, 
and the bravery of those in Ferguson and across 
the country captured the attention of the world. A 
year ago, over 2,000 of us gathered in Cleveland to 
reflect on the state of our movement for liberation 
and celebrate our people, both those who have 
fallen and those who have survived. It was there 
that we began the process of uniting to articulate a 
shared vision of the world we want to live in. 

     The Platform articulates that sweeping and radical 
vision for racial and economic justice. It addresses 
reparations, education, healthcare, housing, policing, 
militarization (domestic and foreign), incarceration, 
criminalization, community control, and other aspects 
of U.S. society and policy that impact Black lives. 
     We’re excited to come together to study the 
platform as a community and to listen deeply to what 
the Movement’s leaders are saying. Rabbi David, 
Hazzan Shulamit, Rabbi Burt and I have endorsed the 
Movement for Black Lives Platform as individuals.  As I 
read the Platform I felt the tectonic plates of racial 
injustice in our country begin to shift.  In the profound 
language of the background pieces I could hear more 
of the stories of Black lives, deepening my awareness 
of the differences between my experience as White 
person and the experiences of so many Black people I 

live alongside.   I heard the Platform as a call to listen 
to Black voices, as a call to compassion, and as a call to 
join more fully in the M4BL struggle to root out the 
injustice that continues to rot the core of our country.  
This feels like an extraordinary historic moment to me, 
and I feel humbled and grateful for the Movement for 
Black Lives as path to justice for all of us. 
     We’d like Kehilla to consider endorsing the Platform 
as an organization as well. This Forum will be our first 
communal conversation about the Platform, and will 
help us to discern the next steps in this process.   
     The primary focus of our learning and 
conversations will be the current and historic 
experiences of Black people in the U.S., and the ways 
that White supremacy has operated, and continues to 
operate in our society and in our souls. 
     We invite you to read the entire platform, either 
ahead of time or at the September 18 Community 
Forum.  The first part of the afternoon will be devoted 
to studying the Platform.  You will find links to a 
summary of the Platform, and to the deeper analysis 
of each of its six parts on our website at this link: 
http://kehillasynagogue.org/event/a-community-
forum-on-the-movement-for-black-lives-platform-
study-conversation/  
     After doing text study with the Platform we’ll have 
a break and a nosh/snack.  The second half of the 
afternoon will be a compassionate listening-style 
session, where people gather in facilitated small 
groups to share their responses, reactions to and 
questions about the platform.  We will have at least 
one small group for People of Color.  We’ll end with 
everyone coming together to share highlights from the 
small group conversations.  You may come for the 
whole time, or just the first half, or just the second 
half.   [continued on p. 13.]

 

http://kehillasynagogue.org/event/a-community-


 10 

New Adult Education Classes Fall 2016 

To Register for Classes: You can register and pay online at www.KehillaSynagogue.org (click on the 
"LEARN" link and then click on Adult Education), or send check payable to Kehilla to Kehilla, 

 1300 Grand Ave., Piedmont, CA 94610.  

 
 
“700 Benches: Experiencing Biblical Hebrew” 
Class 
Begins September 8, 6:30pm 
Taught by Jenna Kemp 
Have you ever wanted to read and understand Torah 
Hebrew? As a first phase in the launch of Kehilla’s new 
“700 Benches” beit-midrash program,  Kehilla is 
offering  a class designed to be an immersive 
experience in the language and structure of biblical 
Hebrew. What do we mean by “immersive?" Think of 
once a week jumping into the deep end of the pool—
with water wings as needed, swim buddies, and a 
lifeguard. 
This class is a multi-level beit-midrash in which 
students will learn the grammar that will allow them 
to begin reading biblical Hebrew without an English 
translation. Working primarily in chevrutah (pairs, 
small groups), we will learn grammar together, while 
simultaneously reading biblical narrative in Hebrew. 
People at all levels of Hebrew abilities are encouraged 
to join. Students will be expected to do some 
homework and memorization, but the emphasis is on 
concepts and resources that will allow you to begin to 
“swim” on your own! 
If you are interested in the class, but need some work 
on your aleph-bet, you will find resources to help get 
you up to speed on our website at this link: 
http://kehillasynagogue.org/online-hebrewbiblical-
text-resources/ 
Prerequisite: Aleph-bet and Vowels 
Dates:  Thursdays, Sept. 8- Sept. 29, Oct. 27, Nov. 3 (A 
six-session series) 
Time: 6:30-8:30pm 
Cost: $150 Kehilla members, $180 General Public.  No 
one turned away for lack of ability to pay the full 
amount. If you are unable to pay the full amount, 
please contact sjgrodin@comcast.net. 
Questions? Contact Jenna Stover-Kemp at 
jennakemp25@gmail.com or Sharon Grodin at 
sjgrodin@comcast.net. No one is turned away for lack 
of funds; please discuss this with us. 

 
 

 
 
Conversion Group  
Begins September 12, 7:30pm 
Led by Rabbi Dev Noily and Sharon Grodin 

 Kehilla’s conversion group is the communal portion of 
a process of individual inquiry that each participant 
anticipates will lead to adopting Judaism.  Kehilla’s 
spiritual leaders Rabbi Dev and Sharon Grodin are 
available to guide participants in their reading, 
selection of classes, and experiences that inform their 
education toward discernment about this decision. 
 The group is not an “introduction to Judaism” class, 
but rather a forum where participants reflect on and 
share insights about the studies and experiences each 
is undertaking within Kehilla and elsewhere.  The 
group meets once a month for 1-1/2 hours, which 
typically includes some learning together and 
responding to each others’ questions. Because this 
group is intended to support conversion in the 
context of Kehilla community, after the first two 
sessions, participants are expected to decide whether 
Kehilla is a good fit for them; if so, participants will be 
come members, and if not, participants will be 
supported in finding an alternative for their 
conversion studies. 
If you are interested in this group, please contact 
Sharon Grodin at sjgrodin@comcast.net.  
Dates:  Mondays, Sept. 12, Nov. 14, Dec. 12  
Cost: No charge (but see above about membership).  
Led by Rabbi Dev and Sharon Grodin. 
Location: Sanctuary/Buber Room 

 

http://www.KehillaSynagogue.org
http://kehillasynagogue.org/online-hebrewbiblical-
mailto:sjgrodin@comcast.net.
mailto:jennakemp25@gmail.com
mailto:sjgrodin@comcast.net.
mailto:sjgrodin@comcast.net.
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Adult Education (continued) 
 
"Drumming As Prayer" Class 
A Two-Class Series: September 18 & September 21 
Taught by Debbie Fier, Kehilla Musical Prayer Leader & 
“Heartbeat of the Service"  
     Drumming is an active form of meditation. It 
provides a wonderful way to be present, express 
yourself and learn how to drum with a group in sacred 
community space. At Kehilla, we are creating an 
intergenerational drum group, called Ketzev Kehilla, 
(the Beats of Kehilla), and we have been learning 
some of the rhythms for the Kehilla melodies and also 
drumming at our Chai Shabbat services. 
     This is a two-class series. It can be taken as a series 
or as individual classes. (However, if you want to 
drum at High Holy Days services, you must come to 
both classes.) 
       Those who wish to will have the opportunity to 
drum for our High Holy Days services at the Scottish 
Rite Center in Oakland. Participants who want to join 
us in drumming need to commit to coming to both 
classes of the series (exceptions may be made IF you 
have taken previous ‘Drumming as Prayer’ classes with 
Debbie. In those cases you must come to at least 1 
class). If you have taken this class before, and enjoy 
drumming in our Kehilla circle, please come to the 
class!  We will always learn new rhythms, practice new 
exercises and continue building on what we have 
previously done. 
     All ages and all levels welcome!  Please bring a 
drum if you have one.  If you need a drum for the 
class, please email Sasha@kehillasynagogue.org and 
we will do our best to provide one. Hand percussion 
(shakers, claves, etc.) will be provided. 
     Dates: Sunday, Sept 18 - 4-5:30 and Wednesday,  
Sept 21, 7-8:30 in the Fireside Room.  
    Cost:  2-class series: $36 members/ $46 non-
members; Individual class: $20 members/ $25 non-
members 
    Location: Fireside Room 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Chai Mitzvah Group Forming: “A Jewish Year” 
Begins Sunday, October 16, 5:30pm 

In response to many requests for a more structured, 
group-based program for exploring Judaism, Kehilla is 
offering a Chai Mitzvah group beginning in October.  
What is “Chai Mitzvah,” you ask?  It’s a curriculum and 
structure created by a Jewish-multidenominational 
(including Renewal) group of rabbis and educators, 
designed to support group study and a period of 
committed personal exploration.  No prior experience 
with Judaism or Hebrew is required.  Here’s what the 
creators have to say about it: 

“Chai Mitzvah is a unique adult engagement program 
that encourages an integrated, experiential approach 
to Jewish life through five simple components. Each 
participant:  

1. Attends monthly group learning with a set 
curriculum provided by Chai Mitzvah.  

2. Chooses an independent study topic for the year.  

3. Chooses a ritual/spiritual practice to take on for the 
year.  

4. Chooses a social action activity to commit to for the 
year.  

5. Celebrates the journey!”  

In our case, we’ve chosen “A Jewish Year” as an 
overarching theme. Participants will investigate and 
experience the Jewish calendar as it occurs, separately 
or together, as interests dictate.  Our mitzvah group 
will meet on third Sundays starting in October, with 
minimal costs set to cover our fee from Chai Mitzvah 
for the materials (the more participants, the lower the 
cost, but we are setting the initial registration fee 
$18/person for the 9-month period).  The group may 
decide to engage speakers or project leaders on 
particular topics and share the cost of that additional 
enrichment.  For more information about the 
program, see www.chaimitzvah.org.  For questions 
about our group, contact sjgrodin@comcastnet. 

Dates: Monthly for 9 months, beginning Sunday,  
Oct. 16, 5:30-7pm 

Cost: $18/person 

Location: Back classsroom, main floor 

mailto:Sasha@kehillasynagogue.org
http://www.chaimitzvah.org.
mailto:sjgrodin@comcastnet.
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Adult Education (continued) 
 

Elements of Magical Judaism 
Begins Monday, October 16, 6:00pm 
with Reclaiming* Teachers  
Jude Elf & Maggid Jonathan Furst 
Join us for a six-week exploration of Earth-based 
Judaism through the elements of Earth, Air, Fire, 
Water and Spirit. Develop personal practices and 
improvisational ritual co-creation skills, blending 
modern G!ddess-oriented magic with traditional 
Jewish and ancient Hebraic spirituality.  
Dates: Mondays, October 17 - November 21, 6pm  
Cost: $240-$90 sliding scale 
Location: Sanctuary 
For More Info: contact jfurst@pobox.com or  
415-516-4904 
*Learn more about Reclaiming here: 
http://www.reclaiming.org/  
Co-sponsored by the Jewitch Collective and Derech 
Ha'Aretz Outdoor Yeshiva 
 
I Never Knew Hebrew Could Be So Much Fun 
Class 
Begins Sunday, October 23, 10:30am 
Taught by Bracha Stone 
Once again Bracha is offering her fabulous course in 
beginning Hebrew. Absolutely no previous Hebrew 
experience is required or expected. Come and find out 
why you don’t have to know very much at all in order 
to have Hebrew take on a very special place in your 
life. Bracha loves to teach this class since adults tend 
to be very compliant students and they ask such 
serious questions. Form a community of like-minded 
adults, play games, sing songs and learn, learn, learn.  
Repeaters welcomed!! 

Dates:  Sunday, Oct. 23, 30, Nov. 6, 10:30am-11:45am 
Cost:  $54 members, $66 nonmembers 
Location: Given at the time of registration. 
Call Bracha for questions or concerns. 510-703-2220. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Personalizing Our Experience With Jewish 
Liturgy 
First meeting: Sunday, October 23, 6:30pm 
A new group convened by Bracha Stone 
Designed for those who want to explore an expanded 
and creative relationship to Jewish liturgy. While there 
is no expectation of a belief in "God," this group is 
designed for those who desire to personally connect 
to "something-bigger-than-us" and/or "the-wisdom-
deep-within-us." We will witness and be witnessed as 
we explore our attraction and creative responses to 
traditional Jewish prayer practice. We will meet 
together once a month for 5 months. We will also 
participate in a weekly email conversation concerning 
our intentions, and the challenges and blessings we 
experience as we enact our them. 
Dates:  First meeting is Sunday, Oct. 23, 6:30-8:30. 
There will be a meeting at the same time in the 
evening in November, December, January and 
February. Specific dates for each month will be 
determined by October 1st.  
Cost:  $120 members, $150 nonmembers 
Location: Given at the time of registration.  
Call Bracha for questions or concerns. 510-703-2220.  

A Class in the Poetic Word 
Begins Wednesday, October 26, 7pm 
Taught by Lenore Weiss 
Come learn about several outstanding twentieth-
century American Jewish poets, including a number of 
contemporary writers. The four-session class will 
examine work by poets who express diverse 
connections to the Jewish experience.  For the first 
hour of each session, we will examine and discuss the 
poet’s work. Using writing prompts from the readings, 
during the second hour we will respond to the poetry 
in whatever written form we choose. Open to all. No 
writing experience is required. Special guest visits by 
local poets. All lovers of the word are encouraged to 
participate. Bring a notebook and pen. 
Dates: Wednesday, Oct. 26, Nov.  9,  Nov. 23, Nov. 30, 
7-9pm 
Cost: $88 members, $112 nonmembers 
Location: Fireside Room 
 

mailto:jfurst@pobox.com
http://www.reclaiming.org/
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A Community Forum on the Movement for Black Lives Platform 
[continued] 
     Part of the platform, called Invest/Divest, deals 
with connections between U.S. military spending and 
interventions abroad on the one hand, and the lack of 
funding for domestic social needs and militarization of 
U.S. police on the other hand. This part of the 
platform also addresses U.S. military support for Israel 
and the unjust treatment of Palestinians under 
Occupation, using language that some Jewish people 
and organizations have objected to strongly.   
     Our intention is to create a community forum that 
centers the Platform’s demands for racial and 

economic justice, while making space for the complex 
emotional responses that may arise for us in 
relationship to Jewish identity, racial identity and all 
the aspects of ourselves that make each of us who we 
are.  
     Please be in touch with us if you have questions or 
feedback.  
     RSVP if you can  to Sasha@kehillasynagogue.org.  
 – it will help us a lot as we plan the afternoon. 

 
 

Join the 30th Annual G.R.I.P. Harmony Walk in Richmond 
To End Hunger & Homelessness-to Benefit the Greater Richmond Interfaith Program 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     On October 29, Greater Richmond Interfaith 
Program is hosting its 30th annual Harmony Walk/Run 
to End Homelessness in Richmond. Several Kehilla 
members and members of St. John’s Church joined a 
team last year in memory of David McPhail and Judy 
Abel, GRIP activists who both died in September, 
2015.  
     That team raised over $1,000 in support of the 
Souper Center, a program operated by GRIP, which 
serves meals to homeless and needy residents and 
also runs a family shelter. David and Irene, his wife, 
both Kehilla members, and Betty Young, started a 
group now called David’s Dinner Group which 
prepares a monthly meal for families staying at the 
GRIP shelter. Several Kehilla members, people who 
had been members of an El Cerrito church where 
David had ministered, and members of St John’s 
Presbyterian Church in Berkeley, are in the dinner 
group as well. 
     David did this Walk every year through 2014. 

Kehilla members have another opportunity this year 
to remember and honor David while helping to ease 
homelessness. 
     We encourage everyone’s participation in or pledge 
of money to the team. We will have a team name and 
a team page set-up with the Harmony Walk website 
by mid-September. 
     The web address with a link to our team page & 
further details will be provided in the Kehilla weekly 
e-mails.    
     Check-in on October 29 begins at 9:00 a.m. The Run 
starts at 10:30 a.m. The Walk starts at 10:45 a.m. You 
can walk or run for as much, or as little, a distance as 
you want.  And, there will be a festival in the park 
after the walk.  
     Please consider sending a donation or joining the 
team after the team page is setup. If you have 
questions about the team, feel free to contact Sue 
Goldberg directly at suegoldberg@sbcglobal.net 

 
Pictured: Alex Madonik, Ruthie Levin, Richard Speiglman, Sue Goldberg 

 

mailto:Sasha@kehillasynagogue.org.
mailto:suegoldberg@sbcglobal.net
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An Interview with Spiritual Leader Avi Rose 
by Bill Lazarus

     More refugees are 
fleeing persecution now 
than at any time since the 
end of World War II, says 
Avi Rose, who has spent 
most of his life as a political 
and social activist, and who 
now finds himself turning 
more and more to issues of 
immigration and the flood 
of people seeking safe 
haven. With millions of 
refugees left homeless and 
nationless as the result of 
warfare in Syria and 
elsewhere, Avi sees the 

Jewish response as extending “beyond empathizing. 
“It’s identifying,” he says. “We need to see ourselves 
as coming out of Egypt.” 

     “We were strangers. We know the heart of the 
stranger,” adds Avi, who is executive director of 
Jewish Family and Community Services East Bay . That 
“central narrative” of the Jewish people is a key these 
days to the work of JFCS. About 2,000 of the 8,000 
people it annually serves are refugees and other 
immigrants. While the work of JFCS has historically 
been geared toward helping the Jewish community, it 
is not exclusively so. Avi says, “Tikkun Olam is not 
about bringing healing only to the Jewish people. It’s 
about “olam.” It’s about the world as a whole.” 

     When Avi started work at JFCS in 2005, the agency 
was already involved with helping immigrants from all 
over the world. When the surge of Jewish immigration 
from the Former Soviet Union subsided in the 1990’s, 
JFCS began to serve people from other countries, 
including Afghanistan, Bosnia, Cambodia, Iran, Iraq 
and Syria. Many of these refugees are Muslims. JFCS 
currently helps numerous families from Afghanistan, 
many of whom were subject to persecution after 
assisting Americans in the war against the Taliban. 
JFCS also has devoted itself to helping LGBT refugees 
fleeing particularly harsh oppression because of their 
sexual orientation or gender identities. 

     As a youth, Avi grew up mostly in Phoenix in a 
liberal Jewish family, largely out-of-kilter with the 

mostly right-wing community. His dad hailed from the 
Bronx, and was himself the son of immigrant parents 
who made their way to the United States from 
Lithuania. When Avi was 13, he moved with his family 
to Sacramento, and soon started spending time in the 
Bay Area. It was the late 1960s and “politics, drugs and 
rock and roll — it was all here.” 

     Avi became a political activist in high school, and 
chose to go to college at Brandeis, which was a hotbed 
of leftist politics. While he came out as a gay man in 
college, his activism was focused more on anti-war 
work and economic issues. After college, he worked 
for a period as a union steward. Avi joined other 
progressive Jews in the Boston Committee to 
Challenge Antisemitism and became, in the 1980s, 
involved in New Jewish Agenda, a national 
organization that he co-chaired, and that focused on a 
wide variety of issues, including Mid-East peace, 
feminism, disarmament, LGBT rights, oppression in 
Central America and the sanctuary movement. Avi 
also took up work battling AIDS, and co-edited Twice 
Blessed, a book about gay and lesbian Jews. 

     While Avi was aware of immigration issues, it 
wasn’t then a focus of his work and activism. That 
changed in 2005 when he started at JCFS and found it 
“powerful” to be working to help both Russian Jews 
and Afghan Muslims. “I’m really impressed by the 
resilience of most of the refugees whom we are 
helping.  They are individuals with their own quirks, 
strengths and shortcomings, and most have 
experienced significant trauma. It is a huge 
undertaking to leave your home – everyone and 
everything you know – and start your life over again in 
a new country..” 

     While, culturally, the Bay Area is “really welcoming, 
economically, this is a really hard area to come to,” Avi 
says. As a result, families crowd into small living 
quarters together, and people work two or three jobs 
to get by. 

     At seders, Avi has hosted refugees. “It’s powerful to 
be at a seder with somebody who has recently had to 
‘leave Egypt,’” he says. Avi also asks, “What is more 
Jewish than resettling refugees?” He answers himself 
in a word. “Nothing.”
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A Note on the Israel/Palestine Values Survey 
by Rabbi David J. Cooper 

 
     Last month we send out to every member 
household a survey to determine support for a 
statement of values on Israel/Palestine. One could 
indicate where one stood on a spectrum from very 
much disagreeing to strong agreement (scale of 1 to 
5). 
     As of this writing, 141 responses have been 
received. 
     99 responses are 5’s – strongly agree. (71.7%) 
     26 are 4’s – generally agree (18.8%) 
     7 are 3’s – more or less neutral (5.1%) 
     3 are 2’s – generally disagree (2.2%) 

     3 are 1’s – very much disagree (2.2%) 
     In a few days, I will be reading the many written 
comments on the proposed wording and I plan to 
print some of them in the November Kol Kehilla, with 
the permission of their authors to print with ascription 
or anonymously. 
     The decision to adopt the statement as is (or with 
grammatical changes) will be in the hands of the 
Kehilla Board. Currently the plan is that in October the 
results of the survey and representative comments 
and suggestions will be forwarded to the Board for 
their consideration and action. 

 
Chevra Kadisha Sh'mira Readings Project 

 
    Kehilla’s Chevra Kadisha is pleased to announce the 
completion of our “Sh’mira Readings Project.”  We 
now have two beautiful volumes that can be used by 
the shomrim (“watchers”) –those who sit with the 
body of a community member who has died until the 
time of burial. 
    Traditionally, shomrim read Psalms during the 
sh’mira  (“watching”).  In Kehilla we have provided 
other readings—poetry and prose from Jewish and 
non-Jewish sources as well as portions of our liturgy—
so that each shomer might deepen his or her own 
reflections on the meaning of life and death.   
     As we embarked on revising and expanding these 
additional readings, our discussions and study led us 
to taking a closer look at The Book of Psalms as well.  
We looked at many different translations and 

interpretations and selected the one for each Psalm 
that we thought invoked the values of Jewish Renewal 
movement.  
     A small group from Kehilla’s Chevra Kadisha 
traveled to Boston in June to present a workshop on 
these readings and to discuss Kehilla’s approach to 
sh’mira at the annual K’vod v Nichum (“honor and 
comfort”) conference.  More than thirty people 
attended our workshop and received our presentation 
with great enthusiasm.   
     We will formally present Kehilla’s Readings for 
Shmira and Psalms for Shmira at the Morning Service, 
Sept 17.  We invite the entire community to join in 
our simcha and to learn more about the practice of 
sh’mira.   

 

Finding Your Spiritual Direction 
 
     Spiritual direction is a process of inner listening that 
enables individuals to discern the movement of the 
Spirit in their lives, so they can come to understand 
both the spiritual dimension and the spiritual direction 
of their experience. In this sense, spiritual direction is 
a pathway to teshuvah, toward finding one’s way back 
to the Source that birthed and sustains each of us.  

     Spiritual directors have been trained to help those 
seeking the Spirit to find direction. They also help 
seekers find appropriate spiritual practices. 

     Rabbi Burt offers individual Kehilla congregants 
hour-long meetings in spiritual direction. Any Kehilla 
member is entitled to such a session once a year 
without cost. Burt usually meets with congregants at 
Kehilla on Tuesday afternoons and evenings, several 
times a month. He also sees people at his home in El 
Sobrante at other times during the week. If you are 
interested in meeting with Rabbi Burt, please contact 
him at Rabburt@earthlink.net, or by calling 
510.283.5704. 

 
 

mailto:Rabburt@earthlink.net,
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Competing Death Penalty Initiatives on November Ballot 

by Beth Weinberger 
 

     This November we'll have a chance to vote again to 
repeal California's death penalty, replacing it with Life 
Without Possibility of Parole.  Unfortunately, a 
competing measure that would attempt to change the 
appeals process to expedite executions has caused 
confusion, especially as the latter measure's title is 
misleading.  So here's an explanation of each of the 
initiatives with recommendations in keeping with 
Kehilla policy. 

 
The Justice that Works Act of 2016—Proposition #62  

 This is essentially the same as Prop. 34 on the 
2012 ballot, which Kehilla supported.  It would replace 
the death penalty with life without the possibility of 
parole.  It would: 

 End state killing and eliminate the possibility 
of executing innocent people.  Since 1973, 
156 people, convicted of murder, have been 
exonerated, 3 of them in California. 

 Keep dangerous criminals from ever being 
released. 

 Save approximately $150 million a year that 
could be put to more productive use. 

 Increase to 60% the portion of wages earned 
by persons sentenced to life without parole 
that may go to victim restitution funds. 

Recommendation:  Support Prop. 62 
 
Death Penalty Reform & Savings Act of 2016—
Proposition #66 

  Prop. 66 attempts to “reform” a  failed death 
penalty system by changing the appeals process.  It 
would remove current safeguards, limit the ability to 
present new evidence of innocence and set unrealistic 
deadlines for trials and appeals.  The changed 

procedures and new deadlines would force hiring of 
hundreds of new, inexperienced attorneys at taxpayer 
expense. If it succeeded, it would: 

 Increase the chances of wrongful convictions 
and execution of innocent people 

 Interfere with our due process and appeals 
processes, which might be found 
unconstitutional after costly and lengthy 
lawsuits. 

 Authorize the state to house death row 
inmates in new prisons. 

 Model California's system after Texas' rapid 
execution mill. 

 Move appeals from the state Supreme Court 
to local county courts, prioritizing these cases 
and the shortened timelines.  It would 
overwhelm lower courts and severely limit 
their ability to hear other types of cases or 
conduct any other court business. 

Recommendation: Oppose Prop. 66 
 
        This fall you'll have a chance to hear more about, 
question and discuss these initiatives, as well 
as a number of others at a Kehilla Ballot Initiatives 
evening, October 17.  Mark your calendars and see 
Richard Speiglman's article, also in this issue, on some 
of the other initiatives, researched and recommended 
by Oakland Community Organizations (OCO.) 
     If you want more information now about the death 
penalty initiatives; if you want to help with the 
campaigns or donate to them, go to 
www.yeson62.com or contact me at 
bethw0104@mindspring.com.  

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Not Registered to Vote?  
 

Please contact karenrachels@gmail.com 
of Kehilla’s Economic Justice Committee 
She will help you get registered before 

the November election 

http://www.yeson62.com
mailto:bethw0104@mindspring.com.
mailto:karenrachels@gmail.com
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Community Discussion of Ballot Propositions and Local Measures 
by Richard Speiglman 

 
Monday, October 17, 7-9pm 

Kehilla Social Hall 
Sponsored by  

Kehilla Economic Justice Committee, Greening Committee and Anti-Death Penalty Action Group 

Bring yourself, your friends and your family, your questions and your answers 

     When I was a kid in Des Moines, reform Rabbi 
Edward Zerin (Temple B’nai Jeshurun) used to implore 
youth – perhaps it was at our B’nai Mitzvot – to be 
“informed, participating Jews.”  I may have taken this 
to be the 11th Commandment, and I think the 
instruction was responsible for my 50-something years 
of reading at least the local, state, and national news 
sections of the daily newspaper.  Sometime later, a 
sociology professor suggested that the important 
news appears in the business section.  We won’t get 
into the question of sports news. 

     I never fully understood the Jews part of the 
obligation.  But nevertheless I’m pretty sure the 
informed/participating charge includes voting and, to 
the extent possible, understanding the implications of 
your vote prior to casting it. 

     In their length, California ballots present a serious 
challenge.  We need each other’s help to become well-
informed prior to voting.  Instead of sitting home 
alone the night before the election frantically trying to 
decide how to vote on propositions and local 
measures, on the evening of October 17th please join 
other community members to discuss ballot 
measures. 

 Bring your sample ballot (and your mail-in or 
absentee ballot if you have one) 

 Join discussion of some of the most important 
state and local ballot measures (if only we had 
time to tend to all of them!) 

 Written materials on all the state propositions 
and some local measures will be available, 
including recommendations from Kehilla, 
Oakland Community Organizations (OCO), and 
other organizations 

 Kehilla members and others actively engaged 
in working on some of the measures will offer 
brief presentations 

 
See the next page for OCO's recommendations on 

several state, county, and City of Oakland issues.  
We’ll have expanded endorsement information by 
October 17th.   

 
Please forward information on other measures, or 

for other localities, to Richard or Beth: 

rspeiglman@sbcglobal.net  

bethw0104@mindspring.com   

Or bring the information with you on October 17th.   

If possible, RSVP to Beth or Richard (see their 
contact information above.) 

mailto:rspeiglman@sbcglobal.net
mailto:bethw0104@mindspring.com
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Oakland Community Organizations 

Recommendations on CA, Alameda County, and City of Oakland issues 

Number Title or focus Content OCO 
endorsement 

State Propositions 

55 Tax extension 
Extends the temporary personal income tax on 
incomes over $250,000 to fund education and 

health care (Prop 30 extension) 
Support 

56 Tobacco tax Increases the cigarette tax to $2 / pack Support 

 57 Public Safety & 
Rehabilitation Act 

Increases parole chances for felons convicted of 
non-violent crimes and provides more 

opportunities to earn credits for good behavior 
Support 

 62 Death penalty Repeals the death penalty in CA Support* 

64 Adult Use of Marijuana Act 
Legalizes adults’ growing, possessing, and using 

marijuana for nonmedical purposes, with certain 
restrictions; establishes regulatory system for 

legal market.  

Neutral 

Alameda County Measures 

A Affordable Housing bond 
(property tax) 

Funding for a variety of approaches to promote 
affordable housing  Support 

Oakland City and School District Measures  

JJ Protect Oakland Renters 
Act  

Strengthen tenants’ rights by requiring owners to 
petition through the Rent Board for rent increases 

above annual CPI, extending just cause eviction 
protections to buildings built through 1995, and 

increasing Rent Board transparency and 
accountability 

Support 

LL 
Form civilian oversight 
commission of police 

department 
Promotes civilian oversight of police department Support 

KK 
Infrastructure 

improvements bond 
(property tax) 

Funding for a variety of improvements to streets, 
sidewalks, public buildings, and some funds for 

affordable housing 
Neutral  

HH Tax distributors of sugar-
sweetened beverages 

Promotes public health by raising price of sugar-
sweetened beverages Support 

G1 Oakland Unified School 
District  bond (parcel tax) 

Funds educator salary increases and middle 
school improvements (as of last draft seen) No vote (yet) 

* Kehilla recommends a yes vote on Prop. 62 and a no vote on Prop 66 (which would speed-up 
executions).  See accompanying article, “Competing Death Penalty Initiatives on November Ballot" on 
p. 17. 
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Seeking Shelter in the Days of Awe:  
 Immigrants and Refugees, Longing and Home 
[continued from p. 1] 
 
You can read a more complete description of our 
theme below.  Throughout the High Holy Days season 
and beyond, we’ll be integrating the spiritual practices 
of this time with ways to learn about and respond to 
the crises of migration that are shaking our world.  
During High Holy Days services we’ll hear from some 
of the folks in our community about their experiences 
with immigrants and refugees.  We’ll also have 
resources available during services about how to 
connect with local groups and join in efforts to 
respond.   
    And in the months following the High Holy Days, 
we’ll host a series of four community workshops, 
featuring congregants working to support immigrants 
and refugees.  The workshop topics are: Considering 
Offering Housing to a Refugee; Being Part of an 
Accompaniment Team for an Immigrant Family or 
Unaccompanied Minor; Immigration Policy, Advocacy 
and Intersectionality with Economic and Racial Justice 
Issues; and Kehilla as Sanctuary/Refuge for 
Immigrants.  
    May our practice during this season help each of us 
grow toward greater wholeness, joy, compassion and 
justice. 
    Our Theme for 5777:  Immigrants and Refugees, 
Longing and Home  
    A river goes out from the first place that was home, 
to water the garden, and from there it divides and 
becomes four headwaters. (Bereshit 2:10) 
    In the beginning all was one, undifferentiated and 
whole.  To come into the joy of embodied life is also to 
come into separateness.  And to be separate is to long 
for reconnection, to yearn for wholeness and for 
home.  The Yamim Nora’im (High Holy Days) point us 

in the direction of home, and outfit us for the promise 
and uncertainty of the journey.  We soften our hearts 
and open lines of communication with people we’ve 
hurt and who have hurt us.  We practice 
accountability, forgiveness, compassion and 
generosity.  We touch those who are dear to us with 
an extra measure of tenderness and gratitude. 
    This year we set out on this path in a world of 
growing displacement and migration. People forced 
from their homes by war, violence, poverty, drought, 
gentrification, and a swiftly changing climate are 
fighting for survival and searching for a refuge where 
they and their families can be safe.  Some in Kehilla 
are personally impacted, and many in our community 
are stepping up to help--by working to end structural 
violence, by challenging the economics underlying 
displacement, by offering loving personal support to 
immigrants and refugees, by fighting for policies that 
welcome immigrants and refugees, and by joining the 
struggle against deportation, targeting and 
discrimination against people who are undocumented.  
    As a community this year we will enter the inner 
landscape of exile and return.  We’ll encounter the 
stranger who dwells within us, and the stranger who 
dwells among us.  Together we will turn toward this 
tidal wave of displacement, expanding our capacity to 
welcome and support the growing number of 
immigrants and refugees in our midst.  As Torah 
teaches (Lev. 19:33-34), When a stranger resides with 
you in your land, you shall not wrong them.  The 
stranger who resides with you shall be to you as one of 
your citizens; you shall love them as yourself, for you 
were strangers in the land of Mitzrayim. 
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Coming Soon: Pronoun Stickers for Your Nametag 
by Hazzan Shulamit Wise Fairman, Lynn Bravewomon and Rabbi Dev Noily 

  
   As Davey Shlasko writes in the 
Trans*Ally Workbook, 
    “Most of the time, most people 
are on autopilot about pronouns. 
They call all women she, her and 
hers, and all men he, him and his. 
But being on autopilot doesn’t 
always work. Sometimes—
especially, but not only, when 
talking about trans* people—it can 
lead you to call someone a pronoun 
that isn’t what they’re usually 
called or what they want to be 
called.”  
     We are continuing to make 
Kehilla a more welcoming and 
inclusive space for all of our 
members.  All of us appreciate it 
when other people see us as who 
we are.  For  trans* people 
pronouns can be a constant source 
of being seen and affirmed when preferred pronouns 
are used by others; conversely the absence of 
accurate pronouns denies a critical piece of 
recognition and affirmation of identity. 
     Kehilla’s intention to build gender pronoun 
language in our community culture is part of gender-

inclusion efforts that reverse the 
invisibility caused when the wrong 
pronouns are used. 
     As a community of spiritual practice, 
it feels especially important that Kehilla 
be a place where everyone can be seen 
and affirmed in all of who we are.  So 
soon you’ll see a set of pronoun 
stickers next to our nametags. 
 Everyone has the option to add a 
pronoun sticker to your nametag, to let 
others know which pronouns you use.  
By using a sticker, cisgender people can 
support others in our community for 
whom “pronoun autopilot” doesn’t 
work well. 
     Whatever our gender identity, all of 
us have some experiences of resonance 
with the gender we were raised in, and 
some experiences of dissonance with 
the gender we were raised in.  We can 

all lean into those experiences to cultivate our 
compassion for ourselves and each other as we 
navigate this complex and shifting terrain of gender 
identity. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
    

    

A vocabulary moment: 

trans* refers to people whose 
gender identity is different from 

the gender identity they were 
assigned at birth, including 

people who are transgender, 
genderqueer, gender-

nonconforming, gender non-
binary, gender fluid, gender 

fabulous people. 

Cisgender refers to people 
whose gender identity is, for the 

most part, aligned with the 
gender they were assigned at 
birth and in which they were 

socialized. 

Kehilla Sings! 

 
         Interested in being part of a Kehilla Choir this Fall 
and Winter? We may offer this opportunity through 
our Adult Ed program with Bon Singer, a veteran 
cantor and synagogue choir director who has also 
directed Ya'Elah and Kitka.  
     PLEASE click on the following link and fill out a short 
questionnaire by Aug 28 to help us discern whether 
and how to move forward, and pass it on to your 
friends! 

 https://goo.gl/forms/Vd6jFONpn4IphBrK2 

https://goo.gl/forms/Vd6jFONpn4IphBrK2


 21 

The Annual Kehilla Membership Retreat:  
Toward Further Improvements in Accessibility  

by Marilyn Golden & Don Stone 

In our debrief after another successful annual retreat, Kehilla’s Retreat Committee discussed how to achieve further 
improvements in the accessibility of the retreat to all members. Below is a report.  It addresses all dimensions of 
accessibility including affordability, access to the location, planning issues, and mobility access.  
 

Addressing Accessibility  at the Annual Kehilla Summer Retreat

     In the Retreat Committee’s debriefing of this year’s 
retreat, one focus of discussion has been about the 
accessibility challenges of Bort Meadow. There are 
various kinds of accessibility needs, including   
affordability, location, registration constraints, and 
physical mobility, all which contribute to the retreat 
location and experience being attractive and 
welcoming. 
     Affordability. We’ve had many comments that our 
past weekend retreats at retreat centers were out of 
the price range of many individuals and especially 
families—even with elective camping such as at Walker 
Creek Ranch.  
    Location issues: We have had requests for a location 
that is easy to get to on a Friday afternoon for people 
who want to camp the first night—and also for people 
who want make a round trip on Saturday. At Bort 
Meadow and at Walker Ranch, there is lack of cell 
phone reception. This can limit some members’ 
capacity to take part. Sometimes at Bort, there have 
been difficulties getting in and out of the locked gate 
when no one was on duty Friday.  
     Planning flexibility.  We need a site that is big 
enough that it does not require us to commit to a 
certain attendance well in advance. It helps to have 
flexibility that allows for final week commitment to 
attending, or even the day-of. Camping or easy 
commuting helps last minute planning and increases 
the numbers attending—about 25-30% of participants 
sign up or show up the last week. 
     Physical mobility. Challenges come with bumpiness 
or steepness of the terrain, any steps (none at Bort 
Meadow), accessibility to bathrooms (new Bort 
Meadow bathrooms are wheelchair accessible, though 
far from activities), parking availability, drop-off option 
for those needing it, and distance between the 
different stations—food, service, bathrooms, drop-off 
spot. We have had requests from people with mobility 
needs to have more accommodations so that they can 
attend either Bort Meadow, or another site.  
     Given these parameters, we are proceeding in the 
following manner: 

      *Reserve Bort Meadow for a weekend in July 2017 
(already have requested 7/14-16/2017, will hear back 
in late October if we got it). 
     *Tell anyone interested that we welcome their 
research on an alternative site that takes into account 
the factors mentioned above (our deposit for Bort 
Meadow, assuming we get our request, will be small 
enough to forfeit if we find a better site). 
     *Be proactive in responding to accessibility needs. 
Build into the reservation process a way to 
communicate specific needs and figure out best 
practices to meet them. For instance, the registration 
form/website will have a contact person for 
accessibility needs when we start to advertise next 
year’s retreat—Marilyn Golden may be filling this 
function. So coming up with solutions to specific needs 
can be creatively addressed well in advance. 
     Several congregants have already volunteered to 
assist with accessibility issues, including suggesting 
other sites/centers and being available to accompany 
individuals needing assistance to navigate at Bort 
Meadow, which is largely relatively flat, though the 
ground has a bumpy, uneven surface. 
     *Research alternative means of conveyance to 
transport individuals from point to point at the Bort 
Meadow site, possibly in ways that make use of the 
assistance from a volunteer. This research has already 
begun, with an initial finding that vehicles like golf carts 
are probably too expensive to own, rent, or transport 
from rental locations. Kehilla may have access to one 
or more ordinary wheelchairs that can be used. Or, all 
terrain wheelchairs may be one possibility. There may 
be other ways to deal with the bumpy terrain between 
the car turn-around and the dining tables that are not 
dependent upon volunteer assistance, and allow for 
more independent movement. 
     *Other concerns, suggestions, or ideas, regarding 
Kehilla Retreat accessibility issues or how to address 
them? Want to volunteer your assistance? 
     Contact either Marilyn Golden 
at mgolden@dredf.org, or Don Stone 
at donstone1@aol.com or 510-703-0073. 

mailto:mgolden@dredf.org,
mailto:donstone1@aol.com
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On the Origins of Kehilla: 
Social Justice 

                                                     by Rabbi Burt Jacobson 
Note: This is the fifth of a series of 
personal essays on the beginnings of 
Kehilla. Each article shares the 
origins of one or more of the ideals 
and/or values that motivated me to 
start Kehilla. The essays are adapted 

from the manuscript of the book I am in the process of 
completing, tentatively titled There is Only One Love: 
The Ba’al Shem Tov in the Modern World. 
     My passion for social justice came from my mother, 
Gert Jacobson. As the chairwoman of the Anti-
Defamation League in Cleveland during World War II, 
she tried to awaken the Jewish community to the Nazi 
atrocities in Europe. When our family moved to Texas 
in 1947, Gert became the chairwoman of the Anti-
Defamation League in San Antonio. In that capacity she 
worked with teachers in the public schools, instructing 
them on how to promote racial, ethnic and religious 
tolerance in their classrooms.  
     My mother’s commitment to social justice stemmed 
from her father, Ruby Goldberg. My grandfather, who 
was born in Romania, was a women’s tailor. A secular 
Yiddish-speaking Jew, he was strongly drawn to 
socialism. He became a negotiator for the International 
Ladies’ Garment Workers Union in New York. My 
mother remembered him coming home from the 
negotiations, infuriated by the tightfisted attitudes of 
the factory owners. He would go to the kitchen, pick up 
a carving knife and bang it repeatedly on the counter. 
“Those G… d…. bosses, those G… d…. bosses, they 
won’t give us a nickel! They won’t give us a nickel! 
      I did not hear that story until I was an adult, but I 
learned about the biblical prophets as a young student 
in the religious school of Temple Beth El in San 
Antonio. I came to admire the commitment of the 
Reform movement to social justice. 
       Yet, I did not study the words of the biblical 
prophets until I entered rabbinical school. In 1961, as a 
second-year student at the Jewish Theological 
Seminary, I took a seminar with Abraham Joshua 
Heschel on the prophets. By this time, Heschel was well 
on his way to becoming the most well-known Jewish 
religious thinker in the United States.  
       Heschel had completed his dissertation on the 
prophets in the late 1930s in Germany, just as the Nazi 
regime had come into power. In the late 1950s he 
decided to rewrite the book in English. The members of 

our seminar were privileged to read the galley proofs 
of The Prophets with him.  
    In the book’s introduction, Heschel wrote: 
     The things that horrified the prophets are even now 
daily occurrences all over the world. There is no society 
to which Amos’ words would not apply. 

Listen to this, you merchants who crush the 
poor,and trample on the needy! You who are 
thinking,“When will this New Moon festival  
finally be over so that we can sell our grain, and 
this Sabbath day, so we can market our wheat? 
Then we will tamper with the scales, making the 
bushel-measure smaller and the shekel-weight 
bigger. And then we can make slaves of the 
poor, buying them for their debt of a piece of 
silver or a pair of sandals, and we will even get 
paid for moldy wheat.”YHWH, the Pride of Israel, 
has sworn: ‘’I will never forget what you have 
done!’  Amos 8:4-7 

      Indeed, [Heschel continued] the sort of crimes and 
even the amount delinquency that fill the prophets of 
Israel with dismay do not go beyond that which we 
regard as normal, as typical ingredients of social 
dynamics. To us, a single act of injustice—cheating in 
business, exploitation of the poor—is slight; to the 
prophets, a disaster. To us injustice is injurious to the 
welfare of the people; to the prophets, it is a 
deathblow to existence; to us, an episode; to them, a 
catastrophe, a threat to the world.  
     Heschel’s prose was incandescent. I found his ability 
to enter the consciousness of the prophets utterly 
remarkable. As a result, the voices of the prophets 
have both stirred and haunted me throughout my life. 
     In the following years I found myself especially 
drawn to Amos, the first of the literary prophets, who 
focused almost exclusively on the necessity for social 
justice. Amos seemed totally relevant to the political 
climate of the late 1960s. Indeed, the Reverend Martin 
Luther King, Jr., who became Heschel’s friend and 
colleague, often cited Amos’ words. The day before he 
was assassinated in 1968, King delivered a speech in 
support of the striking sanitation workers in Memphis, 
in which he said:    

"Somehow the preacher must have a kind of fire 
shut up in his bones. And whenever injustice is 
around he must tell it. Somehow the preacher must  
[continued on next page] 
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On the Origins of Kehilla (continued) 
 
be an Amos, who said, “When God speaks, who can 
but prophesy?” Again with Amos, “Let justice roll 
down like waters and righteousness like a mighty 
stream.”  

       In the late 1960s I taught classes about Amos and 
his message to both high school students and adults. I 
emphasized the prophet’s fiery denunciations of 
corruption, wealth, luxury, perversion of justice and 
superficial religion.  

       As I thought about starting a synagogue in the early 
1980s, the fierce voice of Amos called out to me. I felt 
that this radical prophet of justice simply had to be 
given a platform in a city like Berkeley, which had been 
strongly identified with rapid social change, civic 
unrest, and political upheaval in the 1960s and ‘70s. 
The political Left was still robust and there were 
moral/political issues— the Israel-Palestine conflict, 
nuclear weapons, central American refugees—that 
cried out to be dealt with from a prophetic religious 
perspective. 

 
Thank you for Your Generosity 

 

Bar/Bat Mitvah Program 
Susan Coto McKenna and Rafael Coto 

General Fund 
Jane Weisbin and Charles Reilly 

Nueva Esperanza Accompaniment Teams (NEAT) 
Hope Friedman 
Irene McPhail 

Carolyn Schour 
Herbert Salomon and Marcia Liberson 

Simone Masson 
Lisa Rothman 
Ralph Silber 

Sandy Vaughn 
And members of Kehilla's three Accompaniment Teams 

Rabbi's Discretionary Fund 
David Levine and Laurel Zien

All Congregants Deserve A Safe Home 

If you or anyone in your home is experiencing: 
     >Child abuse  
     >Elder abuse  
     >Dependent adult abuse  
     >Teen dating violence 
     >Intimate partner violence (domestic violence) 
    The Kehilla Committee Against Abuse (CAA), working along side the Spiritual Life Practices Committee (SLPC), is 
here to help you become or remain safe.   If you are experiencing any kind of abuse, please call: Steven Falk, long-
time Kehilla member, at (510) 708-0517; Julie Patrusky, experienced domestic violence counselor and long-time 
Kehilla member, at (510) 528-0299; or Rabbi David at (510) 547-2424 x103.   Call the Shalom Bayit (Peace in the 
Home) helpline for counseling and advocacy for teen dating violence and domestic violence issues at: (866) SHALOM-
7 (742-5667) toll-free within the Bay Area or (510) 451-7233 (SAFE) outside the Bay Area.
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September 2016 
Fri., Sept. 2, NO Kabbalat Shabbat service tonight. 
Please join us on Friday night, Sept 16.  

Sat., Sept 3, 10:30am, Elul Shabbat Service on the 
Marina – Rosh Chodesh. Yes, it is one month to go to 
Rosh Hashanah and at this special outdoor service on 
the Marina we will celebrate the New Moon of Elul 
which includes Hallel, the musical holiday celebration 
prayers, led by Beth Dickinson. Discussion led by Rabbi 
David on our High Holy Day theme on our how our 
work on immigration and refugees connects to our 
Jewish path. Check the website for location. Bring a 
chair with you and prepare to dress warmly. Kiddush to 
follow.  Please bring vegetarian finger foods to share, if 
you are able.  

Tues., Sept. 6, 7:30pm. Middle East Peace Committee 
Meeting. Back classroom. 

Wed., Sept. 7, 7:50am Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room. (Enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview.)  Doors open at 7:50 a.m., 
short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30, 
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. 

Wed., Sept. 7, 6:30pm  Spiritual Life Practices 
Committee Meeting.  Fireside Room. 

Thurs., Sept. 8, 4-6pm. Kehilla School. Please enter 
through the kitchen door. 

Thurs., Sept. 8, 6:30pm. "700 Benches: 
Experiencing Biblical Hebrew." Taught by Jenna Kemp 
First class of the series.. (See details on p. 10)  

Fri., Sept. 9, 6:30pm, Friday Night Peace Walk with 
Rabbi David and OCO. This is an easy opportunity to 
really be part of the movement for peace in our own 
community led by Oakland Community Organizations’ 
Ceasefire campaign. Rabbi David has affirmed to OCO 
that we will try to have at least ten Kehilla folk join him 
at these walks for community peace.. The campaign is 
many-sided, including the training and mobilization of 
neighborhood peace interveners, the retraining of 
police, and a weekly peace walk with local 
congregations to support a “culture of peace and 
healing” in neighborhoods at risk. Rabbi David reports 
that he has done this about 10 times and it is an 

especially nice way to meet people from across the 
spectrum of Oakland communities.Meet inside First 
Mt. Sinai Church, 1970 86th Ave. For info, call 510-606-
5064.    

Sat., Sept. 10, 10am. Chai Elul Shabbat and New 
Member Welcome. Join our “Bima Team” for a 
spirited, musical service as we immerse in the month of 
Elul and prepare for the High Holy Days. Our newest 
members will receive a special honor during the Torah 
service, and we’ll kick off the morning with Ketzev 
Kehilla, our prayerful percussion orchestra. Come one, 
come all! Children most welcome! Vegetarian potluck 
luncheon to follow. Please bring a vegetarian dish to 
share.  Kiddush also sponsored by Ruth Goldstone & 
James Eder in honor of Ruth's mother Merle S. 
Goldstone's yartzheit. 

Mon., Sept. 12, 7pm. Book Discussion Group. We will 
discuss The Fixer by Bernard Malamud. Fireside Room. 
(See p. 8 for details.) 

Mon., Sept. 12, 7:30pm. Conversion Group. Buber 
Room. (See p. 10 for details.) 

Tues., Sept. 13, 7pm. Generosity Committee meeting. 
Fireside Room. 

Wed., Sept. 14, 7:50am Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room. (Enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview.)  Doors open at 7:50 a.m., 
short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30, 
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. 

Thurs., Sept. 15, 4-6pm. Kehilla School. Please enter 
through the kitchen door. 

Thurs., Sept. 15, 6:30pm. "700 Benches: 
Experiencing Biblical Hebrew." Taught by Jenna Kemp. 
(See details on p. 10.)  

Fri., Sept. 16, 5:30-7:30pm Solar Lights for Gaza 
Fundraiser and Pre-Shabbat Potluck: This is a special 
pre-Shabbat Service gathering and potluck meal 
organized by Kehilla’s Greening Committee and Middle 
East Peace Committee. The purpose is to raise 
tzedakah for Rebuilding Alliance’s project to provide 
solar lights for the residents of Gaza where electricity is 

Kehilla Community Synagogue 
1300 Grand Avenue (at Fairview) 

Piedmont, CA  94610 
(510) 547-2424 

Please come fragrance-free to all Kehilla events, 
for the health of people with respiratory conditions 

and chemical sensitivities. 
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often available for only four or five hours in a day. This 
is especially needed by children who would otherwise 
study at night by hazardous candle or kerosene light. 
(See article p. 8 .) Guest speaker: Donna Baranski-
Walker, founder of Rebuilding Alliance. We will have a 
Potluck Dinner in the Social Hall starting at 5:30.  Please 
bring a vegetarian or fish dish to share.  

Fri., Sept. 16, 7:30pm, Kabbalat Shabbat with Hazzan 
Shulamit, Julie Nesnansky, and Beth Dickinson. Join us 
for a soulful and spirited musical evening to welcome in 
the joy and peace of Shabbat.  Kiddush to follow. 
Please bring veggie finger foods to share! 

Sat., Sept. 17, 10:30am, Elul Shabbat Service with our 
Chevra Kadisha, at Kehilla led by Rabbi David, Hazzan 
Shulamit, and Julie Nesnansky. Celebrating the 
completion of our “Sh’mira Readings Project.” Sh’mira 
is the ritual of staying with the body of the deceased in 
the period preceding the funeral during which the 
shomer (“guardian”) traditionally reads from the book 
of psalms. For our members when they do Sh’mira, 
Kehilla’s Chevra Kadisha has assembled readings from 
innovative and interpretive translations of the psalms 
some of which we will read at this service. We will have 
a short Torah reading that morning with one aliyah. 
Deuteronomy 22:6-12. If you want to chant this, email 
Rabbi David.  In the Fireside Room. Kiddush sponsored 
by the Chevra Kadisha. 

Sat., Sept. 17, 3:30-6:30pm. Kehilla High Holy Days Art 
Reception. Fireside Room and throughout the building. 
(See announcement, p.4 for details.) 

Sun., Sept. 18, 3:30-7pm. A Community Forum on the 
Movement for Black Lives Platform Study & 
Conversation. With Kehilla leaders, staff, and 
members.  (See article, p. 9 for details.) Buber Room. 

Sun., Sept. 18, 1- 3 pm, “We Are the Bridge” Exhibit 
Reception at Osher Marin JCC in San Rafael. Sponsored 
by the Faith Trio (Kehilla, Islamic Cultural Center, 
Montclair Presbyterian). Includes at least two artists 
who are Kehilla members, Lea Delson and Susan 
Freundlich. 200 North San Pedro Rd. San Rafael 94903. 

Sun., Sept. 18, 2pm.  Yoga for Renewal. Rooted in 
Jewish Mystical Teachings. With Julie Emden of Jewish 
LearningWorks.  Co-sponsored by Kehilla.  4th Street 
Yoga, 1809C 4th Street, Berkeley, CA 94710. $25 Public 
/$20 members of co-sponsoring organizations. 
Register: tinyurl.com/yoga918.  

Sun., Sept. 18, 4pm. "Drumming As Prayer" class with 
Debbie Fier. Fireside Room. (See p. _ for details.) 

Wed., Sept. 21, 7:50am Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room (Enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview)  Doors open at 7:50 a.m., 

short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30, 
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. 

Wed., Sept. 21, 7pm. "Drumming As Prayer" class with 
Debbie Fier. Fireside Room. (See p. 11 for details.) 

Thurs., Sept. 22, 4-6pm. Kehilla School. Please enter 
through the kitchen door. 

Thurs., Sept. 22, 6:30pm. "700 Benches: 
Experiencing Biblical Hebrew." Taught by Jenna Kemp. 
Back classroom, main floor. (See details on p. 10.)  

Fri., Sept. 23,  6:-9:00 Bar/Bat Mitzvah Shabbat 
Celebration: This evening is for all Bar Bat Mitzvah 
family members and is a required part of the BBM 
Program. Come to the synagogue to welcome in the 
new school year and the New Year with a festive 
Shabbat evening. We will begin with a short table 
service followed by a vegetarian potluck.   Fireside 
Room & Sanctuary. 

Fri., Sept. 23,  6:30pm Tot Shabbat.  For babies and 
children up to 5 years old (or older if they enjoy it) and 
their grown-ups. Led by Jen Miriam Kantor, Alon 
Altman and Jen’s puppet friends. Please bring a 
vegetarian potluck dish.  Social Hall. Childcare will be 
provided upon request. 

Sat., Sept. 24, No Shabbat Morning service – Join us 
tonight for Pre-Holy Days Ingathering. 

Sat., Sept. 24. The Bird of Many Colors: A Pre-Holy 
Days Ingathering: 7:15pm schmooze with 
refreshments in the Social Hall, program begins at 8pm.  
Gather with us one week before Rosh Hashanah, as we 
turn together toward the Days of Awe. This year, rather 
than observing Selichot with a service, all are welcome 
to an evening of community, music, stories, meditation 
and reflection.  Join us in the social hall for a little nosh 
and socializing, followed by a program led by the 
Kehilla spiritual leadership and musical prayer leaders, 
as we focus our awareness and maybe set some 
intention for our experience of the holy days.   If you 
are new to Kehilla, or to Kehilla’s observance of the 
High Holydays, this evening is a lovely way to begin the 
experience.  If you’re accustomed to the Selichot 
services of the last few years, you’ll find a similar 
opportunity in this program for settling into intention 
and reflection. 

Sun., Sept. 25, 8:15am-4pm, ROPES course for Bar/Bat 
Mitzvah Students. Students will carpool together to 
the spectacular Fort Miley for a day of fun, adventure 
and an exploration of team building activities. BBM 
families will receive more information about this in the 
mail. 
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Sun., Sept. 25, 1:15-3:30 pm. Interfaith Environmental 
Activity with the Faith Trio (Kehilla, Islamic Cultural 
Center, Montclair Presbyterian). This interfaith activity 
involves removing non-native plants in Joaquin Miller 
Park. Four more volunteers from Kehilla are still 
needed. To volunteer, call Lea Delson 510-528-6725. 

Sun., Sept. 25, 9am. Joyfully Jewish for 
Kindergarteners. Back classroom, main floor. 

Sun., Sept. 25, 5pm. "Mrs. Reiff and the Counterfeit 
Shop," a staged play reading by Stephanie Anne 
Johnson. Sponsored by Kehilla. A touching portrait of 
the friendship between a Black teenager and a 
Holocaust survivor in the 1960s.(See details, p. 6.) 

Tues., Sept. 27, 6:45pm. (Dinner at 6:15)  Board of 
Trustees Meeting. All are welcome. Fireside  Room. 

Wed., Sept. 28, 7:50am Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room. (Enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview.)  Doors open at 7:50 a.m., 
short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30, 
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. 

Thurs., Sept. 29, 4-6pm. Kehilla School. Please enter 
through the kitchen door. 

Thurs., Sept. 29, 6:30pm. "700 Benches: 
Experiencing Biblical Hebrew." Taught by Jenna Kemp. 
Back classroom, main floor. (See details on p. 10.)  

Fri., Sept. 30.  No Services. 
 

October 2016 
Sat., Oct. 1, 10:30am, Elul Shabbat Service at Kehilla 
with Sharon Grodin and Julie Nesnanksy, a smaller 
service in the Fireside Room, with music and reflection.   
  
Sun., Oct. 2, 6:30pm, Erev Rosh Hashanah services at 
Scottish Rite Center, 1547 Lakeside Drive, Oakland.  For 
both adults and children, start at 6:30pm. Sermon by 
Rabbi Dev.  
 
Mon., Oct. 3. Rosh Hashanah services. SERVICES WILL 
END before 12:45! at Scottish Rite Center, 1547 
Lakeside Drive, Oakland. Our leaders are determined to 
conclude the service  in time for tashlich and lunch at a 
reasonable hour. 
8:30 – 9:15am. Silent Meditation Space - 3rd Floor 
9:30am – 12:40pm. Main Rosh Hashanah Morning 
Service, beginning with Ketzev Kehilla with Kehilla’s 
Spiritual Leaders, Hazzan Shulamit and our Musical 
Prayer Leaders 
10:00 – 11:15am. Family and Youth Service with Rabbi 
Dev Noily, Sandra Razieli, Natalie Boskin, and Musical 

Prayer Leader Beth Dickinson and surprise guests! 
Children, teens and adults welcome. 

10:15 - 11:15am. Rosh Hashanah Toddler Services with 
Jen Miriam and Alon Altman. Geared towards babies, 
tots, and kids up to 5 years olds and their grown ups or 
families. 
12:45-12:55pm, Tashlich at Lake Merritt (across the 
street from services) with Rabbi David. 

 Tues., Oct. 4, 9:30am-12:30pm, Second Day Rosh 
Hashanah Services at Kehilla, 1300 Grand Avenue, 
Piedmont, with Rabbi Chaya Gusfield and Eve Decker. 
Kehilla Sanctuary. Receive the replenishment of 
contemplative song, story, and silence. Rabbi Chaya 
Gusfield and Buddhist teacher and musician Eve Decker 
use the beautiful complement of Jewish and Buddhist 
teachings, music, and spiritual practices to delve deeply 
into the essence of this holy day. A more intimate 
service for the second day. 

Wed., Oct. 5, 7:50am Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room. (Enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview.)  Doors open at 7:50 a.m., 
short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30, 
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. 

Wed., Oct. 5, 6:30pm. Spiritual Life Practices 
Committee meeting. Fireside Room. 

Wed., Oct. 5, 7:30pm. Middle East Peace Committee 
Meeting. Fireside Room. 

Thurs., Oct. 6. No Kehilla School. 

Fri., Oct. 7, 7:30pm. NO Kabbalat Shabbat services. 
Please join us for Shabbat Shuva on Saturday morning, 
Oct 8. Our next Kabbalat Shabbat service with Hazzan 
Shulamit will be on November 4.   

Sat., Oct. 8, 10:30am. Shabbat Shuva Service at 
Kehilla.  Join Howard Hamburger and Julie Nesnansky 
for the special Shabbat service situated within the Ten 
Days of Awe. We take the themes of the High Holydays 
and we explore them in the context of Shabbat in a 
smaller service context. Kiddush sponsored by Beth 
Weinberger in memory of her mother, Frieda 
Weinberger, and by Amy Bat Tzipora in memory of her 
beloved Bubbies, Zaydies, mother and father. 

Mon., Oct. 10, 7pm.  Book Discussion Group.  We will 
discuss Mystics of Mile End by Sigal Samuel. Fireside 
Room. 

Tues., Oct. 11, 6:30pm. Kol Nidre Service (for grown 
ups) at Scottish Rite Center, 1547 Lakeside Drive, 
Oakland. Judaism’s most cherished prayer sung once a 
year, Kol Nidre, kicks off a day of collective 
introspection. Sermon by Rabbi David. 
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 Tues., Oct. 11, 6:30pm. Family Kol Nidre Service (for 
children and family) at Kehilla, 1300 Grand Avenue, 
Piedmont Led by Rabbi Dev Noily & Lior Ben-Hur.  
Geared toward children ages 6-12.  Children of all ages 
and adults welcome. 

Tues., Oct. 11, 6:30pm, Toddler Kol Nidre Service (for 
babies and tots) at Kehilla, 1300 Grand Avenue, 
Piedmont Led by Jen Miriam and Alon Altman.  A 
musical, spiritual journey geared toward kids up to 5 
years old and their grown ups.  

Wed., Oct. 12. Yom Kippur Morning Services 
at Scottish Rite Center, 1547 Lakeside Drive, Oakland 
8:30am- 9:15am, Silent Meditation Space 
9:30am,  Main Yom Kippur Morning Service 
10:00am- 11:00am, Youth Services  (6th - 8th grades) 

 Wed., Oct. 12. Yom Kippur Afternoon/Evening 
Services & Activities at Kehilla, 1300 Grand Avenue, 
Piedmont 
2:00- 4:30pm Drop off potluck offerings at Kehilla (or 
bring them at 7:45pm) 
2:30-3:30 pm Workshops 
4:30 pm Yizkor (Remembrance of those who died) 
5:15 pm Rabbi Burt sermon, Healing Service & 
Dukhanen (Priestly blessings) 
6:30 pm Ne’ila (Closing the Gates) 
8:00pm-9:30pm Community Pot Luck Break-Fast at 
Kehilla. Please bring a vegetarian main dish to share. 
Food can be dropped off at Kehilla between 2:00 & 
4:30 p.m., or at 7:45 p.m. 

Thurs., Oct. 13. No Kehilla School. 

Fri., Oct. 14, 6:30pm, Friday Night Peace Walk with 
OCO. Usually Rabbi David is on these walks but may be 
out of town this weekend. But Kehilla people have 
been coming, so it would be great to continue to have 
our shul’s participation in David’s absence. This is an 
easy opportunity to really be part of the movement for 
peace in our own community led by Oakland 
Community Organizations’ Ceasefire campaign. The 
campaign is many-sided including the training and 
mobilization of neighborhood peace interveners, the 
retraining of police, and a weekly peace walk with local 
congregations to support a “culture of peace and 
healing” in neighborhoods at risk. The neighbors there 
support these walks and it has always been peaceful 
and friendly. It’s a nice way to meet people from across 
the spectrum of Oakland communities who support 
Ceasefire efforts. Meet inside First Mt. Sinai Church, 
1970 86th Ave. For info, call 510-606-5064.   

Sat. Oct. 15, 10:30am. Shabbat Service with Sharon 
Grodin and Beth Dickinson. As we read the poem that 
comprises parashat Haazinu (Deuteronomy 32), we can 

see the influence of the theology of the prophets on 
this chapter. Of course, the prophets were centuries 
after Moses, so this is a much later insert into the 
Torah with a very different way of seeing God. What 
was this theology and how does it connect to later 
Jewish spirituality and to our social activism today? We 
will especially look at Deuteronomy 32:37-40. Kiddush 
to follow. Bring a veggy potluck dish to share. Fireside 
Room. 

Sun., Oct. 16, 11am-1pm. Kehilla Neighborhood 
Brunches. 

Sun., Oct. 16, 5:30pm. Chai Mitzvah Group. Back 
classroom, main floor.   (See details, p. 11.)  

Mon., Oct. 17, 7-9pm. Community Discussion of Ballot 
Propositions and Local Measures.  Sponsored by the 
Economic Justice Committee, the Greening Committee 
and Anti-Death Penalty Action Group. Social Hall. (See 
article, p. 17.) 

Mon., Oct. 17, 6:30pm. "Elements of Magical Judaism" 
class. Taught by Jude Elfe & Jonathan Furst. Sanctuary.  
(See p. 12 for details.) 

Wed., Oct. 19, 7:50am Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room. (Enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview.)  Doors open at 7:50 a.m., 
short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30, 
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. 

Wed., Oct. 19, 7pm. Economic Justice Committee 
Meeting. Social Hall. 

Thurs., Oct. 20, 4-6pm. Kehilla School. Please enter 
through the kitchen door. 

Fri., Oct. 21, 6:30pm, Sukkot Shabbat Friday Evening 
Potluck in the Sukkah. Bring the whole family and join 
us for a Sukkot dinner in the Sukkah (and/or Social 
Hall). This is not a ritual-heavy event – our major 
purpose is to celebrate and be happy, which is the very 
purpose the Torah describes for the holiday. We’ll do a 
few blessings, then a potluck dinner, conversation, 
perhaps a chance for kids to make sukkah decorations, 
and then, as you choose to, do the ritual of blessing the 
lulav palm frond and shaking in blessing to all the 
world’s directions with Rabbi David. At Kehilla 
Remember: Bring a veggy potluck dish to share and be 
joyous. 

Sat., Oct. 22, 10:30am. Sukkot Shabbat with Special 
Procession.  Appropriate for everyone in the family. 
Join Rabbi David & Julie Nesnansky as we celebrate 
Sukkot with a joyous musical service and processions 
(“hakafot”) with lulav followed by Kiddush in the 
sukkah. Bring veggie finger food to share. 
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Mon. Oct. 24. Simchat Torah Celebration at Chochmat 
HaLev  2215 Prince St., Berkeley at Fulton. 
Join with all the Bay Area Renewal communities for a 
night of sacred and ecstastic dancing to live music and 
special Torah chanting to celebrate the conclusion of 
our High Holy Day journey.    
6:00pm  Special Kids Celebration with Jen Miriam and 
Alon Altman, dance and sing around the Torah with  
puppets, music and friends 
6:30pm Vegetarian potluck dinner 
7:00 pm Maariv, Dancing and Torah service with the 
Shirat HaLev Musicians 
9:30 pm- Kiddush and refreshments 
Donation:  Members of participating organizations: 
$15-10   General Public $20-15   Children: $5 

Tues., Oct. 25, 6:45pm. (Dinner at 6:15)  Board of 
Trustees Meeting. All are welcome. Fireside  Room. 

Wed., Oct. 26, 7:50am Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room. (Enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview.)  Doors open at 7:50 a.m., 
short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30, 
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. 

Wed., Oct. 26, 7pm. A Class in the Poetic Word. Taught 
by Lenore Weiss. Fireside Room. (See p. 12 for details.) 

Thurs., Oct. 27, 4-6pm.  Kehilla School. Please enter 
through the kitchen door. 

Thurs., Oct. 27, 6:30pm. "700 Benches: 
Experiencing Biblical Hebrew." Taught by Jenna Kemp. 
(See details on p. 10)  

Fri., Oct. 28, 6:30pm, Tot Shabbat. For children up to 5 
years old (or older if they enjoy it) and their grown-ups. 
Led by Jen Miriam Kantor, Alon Altman and Jen’s 
puppet friends. Please bring a vegetarian potluck dish. 
In the Social Hall. 

Sat., Oct 29, 10:30am.  Shabbat Service and Torah 
Study with Rabbi David and Beth Dickinson. Here we go 
again! We are starting the Torah anew from the first 
parasha of the Torah. We will be looking at the mythic 
Garden of Eden story and how it has been 
reinterpreted in traditional and modern midrash (such 
as by Lilith Magazine and John Steinbeck). During the 
service, rather than chanting the Torah we will study 

and discuss Chapter 3 of Genesis. Followed by Kiddush. 
Bring veggie finger food to share. 

Sat., Oct.29, 9am. 30th annual Harmony Walk/Run to 
End Homelessness in Richmond, hosted by the Greater 
Richmond Interfaith Program (GRIP). Check-in 9:30am. 
Walk begins 10:30am.The web address with a link to 
our team page & further details will be provided in the 
Kehilla weekly e-mails. You can walk or run for as 
much, or as little, a distance as you want.  And, there 
will be a festival in the park after the walk. (See 
announcement, p. 14.) 

Sun., Oct. 30, 2:30-5:00, (1) Nuts and Bolts Workshop 
for Parents & (2) Interactive Discussion with Shalom 
Bayit for Bar/Bat Mitzvah Students 
(1) is required for parents, (2) is highly recommended 
for Students 
   Parents who have previously gone through the 
program will be coming to and share their nuts and 
bolts experiences about planning for the whole year, 
including sharing details about how to keep things 
organized, as well as kiddush and party planning. 
Simultaneously, Zephira Derblich-Milea from Shalom 
Bayit will be presenting her award-winning workshop, 
“Love Shouldn’t Hurt.” www.shalom-bayit.org/teen 
In this workshop, students will have the opportunity to 
learn and discuss about how to build and maintain 
healthy relationships.    
For questions or to request childcare for BBM related 
activities, contact sandra@kehillasynagogue.org.  

Mon., Oct. 31, 6:30-9:30pm. "Elements of Magical 
Judaism" class. Taught by Jude Elfe & Jonathan Furst. 
Sanctuary.  (See p. 12 for details.) 

Sat., Nov. 5, 6:45pm. Annual Harvest Dinner of the 
Faith Trio (Kehilla, Islamic Cultural Center, Montclair 
Presbyterian). Come early at 6:15 if you would like to 
be present at the Muslim evening prayer. Followed by 
multi-faith blessings before dinner. Designated potluck: 
Kehilla members bring veggy salads (fish okay). 
Muslims, Jews and Christians eating together and an 
opportunity to discuss the subject of the evening: 
Solidarity: A Spiritual Necessity. At the Islamic Cultural 
Center, 1433 Madison Street, Oakland. 
 

 
  

http://www.shalom-bayit.org/teen
mailto:sandra@kehillasynagogue.org.
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Kehilla Community Synagogue 
Please use the following number for all staff:  (510) 547-2424 

Co-Rabbi, David J. Cooper 
Rabbidavid@kehillasynagogue.org 

Co-Rabbi, Dev Noily  
RabbiDev@kehillasynagogue.org 

Executive Director,  Michael Saxe-Taller 
Michael@kehillasynagogue.org 

Managing Director, Beth Bittle 
Beth@kehillasynagogue.org 

Hazzan Shulamit Wise Fairman 
Shulamit@kehillasynagogue.org 

Bar/Bat Mitvzah Program Director, Sandra Razieli 
Sandra@kehillasynagogue.org 

Founding Rabbi, Burt Jacobson   (510) 283-5704 
RabBurt@earthlink.net 
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Communications Coordinator,  
Sasha Gottfried 
Sasha@kehillasynagogue.org 

Youth Programs Coordinator,  
Natalie Boskin  
Natalie@kehillasynagogue.org 

Bookkeeper, Molly Melamed 
Molly@kehillasynagogue.org 

Events Line: 

Fax: (510) 547-2442 

Chevra Kadisha: 
Jane Hoberman: 510-843-6047 

Committee Against Abuse: 
Steven Falk: 510-339-0517 

Spiritual Life Practices Committee Chair:  
Shoshana Finacom 
Spirituallife@kehillasynagogue.org 
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              High Holy Days 5777/2016 
                     Seeking Shelter in the Days of Awe:  
            Immigrants and Refugees, Longing and Home 
                                                    by Rabbi Dev Noily 

     In March of this year a 
group of Kehilla members 
working on immigration 
issues called a meeting to 
connect people in our 
community who are involved 

in all kinds of work and service with immigrants and 
refugees, and the laws and policies affecting them. 
    Here are some of the ways people who came to the 
meeting are engaged: 

 Working with Nueva Esperanza to form 
accompaniment teams who provide direct 
support to newly arrived Central American 
immigrants; 

 Supporting LGBT refugees through the Jewish 
Family and Community Services of the East 
Bay LGBT refugee resettlement program ; 

 Working with Jewish Voice for Peace doing 
neighborhood canvassing focused on 
welcoming refugees and ending Muslim 
profiling; 

 Participating in monthly vigils at the ICE West 
County Detention Facility to support 
immigrant detainees and their families; 

 Exploring Kehilla's potential to be a sanctuary 
synagogue for those who face deportation; 

 Providing legal or counseling services to 
immigrants; 

 Providing direct or financial support for Syrian 
and other refugees in Europe, through the 
Hebrew Immigrant Aid Society (HIAS) and 
other agencies; 

 Working with the East Bay Interfaith 
Immigration Coalition; 

 Providing support to Syrian refugees coming 
to the U.S. 

    I left that meeting inspired and moved by the 
incredible energy among people in the Kehilla 
community.  There are so many ways that so many 
people are supporting immigrants and refugees, 

fighting against deportations and human rights 
abuses, and advocating for policy changes that reflect 
our commitment to welcome people who are fleeing 
war, persecution and social and economic turmoil.   
    One thing that came up at the meeting was the 
need to let more people know about the work that’s 
happening, and to help more people join in.  How 
could we get word out about where contributions are 
needed and how people contribute—whether 
someone has an occasional few hours or dollars to 
give, or has housing to share, or can offer an ongoing 
gift of time? 
    When the Spiritual Leadership team (Rabbi David, 
Hazzan Shulamit, Avi Rose, Rabbi Burt, Howard 
Hamburger, Sandra Razieli, Sharon Grodin and myself) 
met to consider our theme for this year’s High Holy 
Days, “immigrants and refugees” emerged as a 
compelling choice.  We saw at least a trio of 
interconnected reasons to dig into this ground:  (1) the 
urgent humanitarian and justice issues underlying the 
unprecedented migration underway, (2) the energy 
already flowing in Kehilla to address the crises, and (3) 
the potential for our coming together for High Holy 
Days to help more people respond to the crises.  
    One more reason to let ourselves be guided by this 
theme is its profoundly rich spiritual terrain.  
Experiences of seeking refuge, migrating, yearning for 
home and offering harbor and kindness to those 
fleeing from danger open up the big questions that all 
of us sometimes face in moments of stillness.  What is 
the sense of disorientation, separateness or apartness 
that we sometimes feel? How do we come to be at 
home in the world and in ourselves? What is our 
longing for connection and at-one-ment—where does 
it come from, and where can it lead us? What are our 
personal and communal histories of migration and 
how do they shape us? How can we move toward 
harmony and balance between our unique individual 
experience and our shared connection to all that is? 

[continued on p. 19]
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Renew Your Membership Now! 
    Kehilla members in good standing will automatically 

receive complimentary admission to High Holy Day 
services when you renew your membership for 2015-16.  

Your admission to High Holy Day services will be your 
name at the door, along with your name tag.  

    To renew your membership, please visit our website at 
www.KehillaSynagogue.org.     

 

Discounts 
On First-Time Membership 

    We are offering a discount on membership dues 
through December 1, 2016. Dues are $200 for Adults 
under 30, and $660 for Adults 30 and over, and will 
include tickets to all High Holy Day services. Conversely, 
any payment made for High Holy Day tickets can be 
applied to the cost of membership. Payment plans can be 
arranged. 

   Visit the website at www.KehillaSynagogue.org and 
click on “JOIN” for more information, or  contact Sasha at 
(510) 547-2424 x100 or Sasha@KehillaSynagogue.org.   

 

 

High Holy Day Tickets  
for the General Public 

Tickets to services  for the general public can be 
ordered on the website at 

http://kehillasynagogue.org/highholydays/  

Tickets will also be available 
 for purchase at the door. 

High Holy Days Schedule 
The Bird of Many Colors:  

A Pre-Holy Days Ingathering 
Saturday, September 24  

Social hour at 7:15, Program at 8pm 

Erev Rosh Hashanah at Scottish Rite Center  
Sunday, October 2, 6:30pm  

Rosh Hashanah at Scottish Rite Center  
Monday, October 3, 9:30am  

Rosh Hashanah Family & Youth Service 
 at Scottish Rite Center 
Monday, October 3, 10am 

Rosh Hashanah Toddler Services 
at Scottish Rite Center 

Monday, October 3, 10:15am 

Second Day Rosh Hashanah at Kehilla  
Tuesday, October 4, 9:30am 

Shabbat Shuvah at Kehilla 
Saturday, October 8, 10:30am 

Kol Nidre at Scottish Rite Center 
 Tuesday, October 11, 6:30pm  

Kol Nidre Family Service at Kehilla  
Tuesday, October 11, 6:30pm 

Kol Nidre Toddler Service at Kehilla  
Tuesday, October 11, 6:30pm 

Yom Kippur Day at Scottish Rite Center  
Wednesday, October 12, 9:30am  

Yom Kippur Youth Service for 6th-8th Graders 
at Scottish Rite Center 

Wednesday, October 12, 10am 

Yom Kippur Afternoon/Evening at Kehilla 
Wednesday, October 12 

2:00-4:30pm: Drop off potluck offerings* 
2:30-3:30pm: Workshops 

 4:30pm: Yizkor (Remembrance) 
5:15pm: Rabbi Burt Teaching, Healing Service & Dukhanen  

6:30pm: Ne’ila (Closing the Gates) 
8pm: Community Potluck Break-fast 

*Please bring a vegetarian main dish to share. Food can be 
dropped off at Kehilla between 2:00 & 4:30pm or at 7:45pm 

 

 

KKeehhiillllaa  HHiigghh  HHoollyy  DDaayyss  
22001166//55777777 

http://www.KehillaSynagogue.org.
http://www.KehillaSynagogue.org
mailto:Sasha@KehillaSynagogue.org.
http://kehillasynagogue.org/highholydays/
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Executively Speaking  
A New Year: Looking Ahead 

                                         by Michael Saxe-Taller, Executive Director 
      

       It is again that time of the Jewish 
cycle when we reflect on the past year    
and imagine the one that is coming.   
     This year, my first full Jewish year at 
Kehilla, was filled with important 

moments and solid growth for us as a congregation. We 
finished the year a stronger, more cohesive community. 
We have increased our membership, solidified our 
finances, updated our technology, prepared for an 
upcoming rabbinic transition and developed even more 
committed congregant leaders (for specifics, see my June 
Kol Kehilla article at http://kehillasynagogue.org/oh-
what-a-year/. I think we can be proud of all that we did 
to strengthen our community and to make constructive 
change in the communities around us. 
     I am jazzed for the year that is coming up. We enter 
the year planted on firm ground,  prepared to face the 
next important set of challenges for us as a community. I 
think these include: 
     Caring for our building – Our physical home is in need 
of some significant repair. In addition, we want our 
building to be more accessible and more welcoming to 
our own community and to those who join us.  
     Completing our Rabbinic transition – Rabbis David and 
Dev will be serving as Co-Rabbis for this year until the  

 
next stage of the transition occurs in July 2017. We will 
have many chances to appreciate Rabbi David for his 
years of work and to prepare for Rabbi Dev’s step into 
the senior rabbinic role. We will also be searching for a 
dynamic new Director of Kehilla School to join our Kehilla 
leadership team.  
     Addressing the issues of a growing community – 
Kehilla grew by 25 member households in the past year 
and we have reason to think that we will continue to 
grow this year as well. We will need to put attention to 
welcoming our new members, as well as to how we 
maintain our intimacy and individual care while we grow. 
     Thinking about our next 5-10 years – As our present 
day situation has become stable, we now have the 
opportunity to image our future as a congregation and to 
strategize and prioritize the steps that will get us there.    
The Kehilla Board and many of our other committees will 
have opportunities to do this kind of thinking. 
     I am excited for the opportunity to engage with you 
this year on these issues and on the many other aspects 
of Kehilla life.  
     May we all have a sweet year of working, building, 
growing and celebrating together as a community. 
L’Shana Tova

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

It's Membership Renewal Time! 

    It is time again for you to renew your annual Kehilla dues pledge. 

     We are excited to have a new membership renewal and registration process, a result of another one of our 
year’s major accomplishments - a new, upgraded database. We now have one form that is used for membership 
renewals, new memberships and religious school registrations. The form will combine all fees and allow you to 
set up a payment plan. We will also be able to automatically update your contact information into the database.  

     We strongly encourage everyone to renew their membership electronically. If you need a paper registration 
form, please contact Sasha Gottfried at 510-547-2424 x100 or Sasha@kehillasynagogue.org  

     You have recently received a letter and a couple of emails outlining the renewal/registration process. You can 
access the renewal/registration form by going to the to the Kehilla website or to the link in the renewal emails.  

     We deeply appreciate your membership in this community and look forward to another year together! 

  

http://kehillasynagogue.org/oh-
mailto:Sasha@kehillasynagogue.org
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Chai Elul Shabbat & 
New Member Welcome 

Saturday, September 10, 10am 

      Join our “Bima Team” for a spirited, musical service as 
we immerse in the month of Elul and prepare for the High 
Holy Days. Our newest members will receive a special 
honor during the Torah service, and we’ll kick off the 
morning with Ketzev Kehilla, our prayerful percussion 
orchestra. Come one, come all! Children most welcome! 
Vegetarian potluck luncheon to follow. Please bring a 
vegetarian dish to share.  Kiddush also sponsored by Ruth 
Goldstone & James Eder in honor of Ruth's mother Merle 
S. Goldstone's yartzheit. 

 

Solar Lights for Gaza Fundraiser & 
 Pre-Shabbat Potluck 

Friday, September 16, 5:30pm 
     This is a special pre-Shabbat Service gathering and 
potluck meal organized by Kehilla’s Greening Committee 
and Middle East Peace Committee. The purpose is to raise 
tzedakah for Rebuilding Alliance’s project to provide solar 
lights for the residents of Gaza where electricity is often 
available for only four or five hours in a day. This is 
especially needed by children who would otherwise study 
at night by hazardous candle or kerosene light. Guest 
speaker: Donna Baranski-Walker, founder of Rebuilding 
Alliance. We will have a Potluck Dinner in the Social Hall 
starting at 6:00.  Please bring a vegetarian or fish dish to 
share.  Followed by Kabbalat Shabbat Service at 7:30. (See 
article, p. 8.) 

 

Elul Shabbat Service with  
the Chevra Kadisha 

Saturday, September 17, 10:30am 

     Led by Rabbi David, Hazzan Shulamit, and Julie 
Nesnansky. Celebrating the completion of our “Sh’mira 
Readings Project.” Sh’mira is the ritual of staying with the 
body of the deceased in the period preceding the funeral 
during which the shomer (“guardian”) traditionally reads 
from the book of psalms. For our members, when they do 
Sh’mira, Kehilla’s Chevra Kadisha has assembled readings 
from innovative and interpretive translations of the psalms, 
some of which we will read at this service. We will have a 
short Torah reading that morning with one aliyah. 
Deuteronomy 22:6-12. If you want to chant this, email 
Rabbi David.  In the Fireside Room. Kiddush sponsored by 
the Chevra Kadisha. 

A Community Forum on the  
Movement for Black Lives Platform 

Study & Conversation 
Sunday September 18, 3:30 – 7:00pm 

     Join us as we come together to study the 
platform as a community and to listen deeply to 
what the Movement’s leaders are saying. Rabbi 
David, Rabbi Dev, Hazzan Shulamit, and Rabbi Burt 
have endorsed the Movement for Black Lives 
Platform as individuals.  We invite you to read the 
entire platform, either ahead of time or at the 
Forum.   
    Our intention is to create a community forum 
that centers the Platform’s demands for racial and 
economic justice, while making space for the 
complex emotional responses that may arise for us 
in relationship to Jewish identity, racial identity and 
all the aspects of ourselves that make each of us 
who we are. 
    ( See article on p. 9 for details.)  

Kehilla High Holy Days Art Reception 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Saturday, September 17, 3:30-6:30pm 

     Kehilla is honored to present a group show 
reflecting this year’s High Holy Days theme of 
Immigrants. Refugees. Longing. Home. For the first 
time, Kehilla will be using art to deepen our 
individual and collective connection to the High Holy 
Days. 
     Over 20 Kehilla members have contributed more 
than 30 pieces, including sketches, paintings, mixed 
media, ceramics, photos, and narrative. The work is 
both beautiful and powerful. We invite you to join us 
at the artists’ reception.  Thanks to the talent and 
generosity of our congregation, art will be displayed 
not only in the Fireside Room but throughout the 
synagogue. Light refreshments will be served. We 
look forward to seeing you there! 
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A Gym for Writers 
     Have you always wanted to explore writing and 
other writers, but need a supportive environment 
to get the ink going? Here's an open invitation for 
all those who'd like to discuss forming a Jewish-
based writing group. 
     The possibilities might include — a place where 
we can generate new writing based on prompts 
and other self-starters, exchange information 
about our favorite Jewish writers and poets, read 
together, or something else.  
      If interested, please contact Lenore Weiss at 
webcontentlw@gmail.com  with "Gym for 
Writers"  in the subject line.   

Yoga for Renewal: 
Rooted in Jewish Mystical Teachings 

with Julie Emden of Jewish LearningWorks 

 

Sunday, September 18, 2:00-4:00pm 

     Integrate, mind, body, heart and spirit. Enhance 
your practices for living in balance and wellness with 
this gentle, grounded Iyengar-based yoga and 
movement practice infused with themes of 
realignment and renewal for the Jewish New Year. 

     Location:  4th Street Yoga, 1809 4th St., Berkeley 
     Cost:  $25.   Register: yogasept20.eventbrite.com 

     Co-sponsored by 4th Street Yoga, Chochmat HaLev, 
Congregation Netivot Shalom, Kehilla Community 

Synagogue, Temple Sinai Oakland. 

     Contact: jemden@jewishlearningworks.org 
About Julie Emden:  Julie directs the Embodied Jewish 
Learning Initiative at Jewish LearningWorks. A graduate of 
five fellowship and certification programs related to her 
work as a Jewish Educator and as a Yoga, Movement and 
Dance Instructor, Julie holds a BA from the University of 
Michigan. She holds teaching certifications in Iyengar-
based yoga from the Yoga Room in Berkeley, in Yoga and 
Jewish Spirituality from Elat Chayyim Center for Jewish 
Spirituality, and in Movement-based Expressive Arts from 
Tamalpa Institute.  

 “We Are the Bridge” Exhibit Reception 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Sunday, September 18, 1- 3 pm 
     This exhibit showcases works by artists of multiple 
faith traditions, and is sponsored by the Faith Trio 
(Kehilla, Islamic Cultural Center, and Montclair 
Presbyterian).  It includes a large selection from the 
May 2015 interfaith exhibition held at the Islamic 
Cultural Center of Northern California. Kehilla artists 
Tamar Raine, Susan Freundlich and Lea Delson are 
represented in this exhibit, along with many other 
wonderful artists.  Free Reception with Music. 

 At Osher Marin JCC  
 200 North San Pedro Rd. San Rafael 

 
Mission Dolores Window by Lea Delson 

 

The Bird of Many Colors: 
A Pre-Holy Days Ingathering 

Saturday, September 24 
Shmooze: 7:15pm  Program: 8pm 

     Gather with us one week before Rosh Hashanah, as 
we turn together toward the Days of Awe. This year, 
rather than observing Selichot with a service, all are 
welcome to an evening of community, music, stories, 
meditation and reflection.  

      Join us in the social hall for a little nosh and 
socializing, followed by a program led by the Kehilla 
spiritual leadership and musical prayer leaders, as we 
focus our awareness and maybe set some intention for 
our experience of the holy days.   If you are new to 
Kehilla, or to Kehilla’s observance of the High Holydays, 
this evening is a lovely way to begin the experience.  If 
you’re accustomed to the Selichot services of the last 
few years, you’ll find a similar opportunity in this 
program for settling into intention and reflection. 

 

mailto:webcontentlw@gmail.com
mailto:jemden@jewishlearningworks.org
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"Mrs. Reiff And The Counterfeit Shop" 
by Stephanie Anne Johnson 

A Staged Play Reading 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Sunday, September 25, 5pm 

     We are delighted to present a staged reading of 
Stephanie Anne Johnson’s newest play. This 
autobiographical portrait begins when teenaged 
Stephanie looks into the window of an art store in 
Englewood, New Jersey. 
      Welcomed by Mrs. Reiff, the owner of the 
Counterfeit Shop, they develop a decades long 
friendship which transcends age, culture, race, and 
religion. There are flashbacks to highlight this 
historical moment on the East Coast when Black 
people and Jewish people shared common cause in 
the quest for social justice. A surprising cultural 
intersection is revealed at the end of the play. 
      Susan Felix, Bruce Bierman, and Stephanie Anne 
Johnson will be the readers. Bruce Bierman will lead 
participants in Jewish dance before an open 
discussion of this play in development.   
     People of all ages are welcome to attend this 
event.  Admission is free. Donations for the actors 
and technician will be gratefully accepted. 

In the Sanctuary 

 

Sukkot Shabbat: 
Friday Evening Potluck in the Sukkah 

 
Friday, October 21, 6:30pm 

    Bring the whole family and join us for a Sukkot 
dinner in the Sukkah (and/or Social Hall). This is not a 
ritual-heavy event – our major purpose is to 
celebrate and be happy which is the very purpose 
the Torah describes for the holiday. We’ll do a few 
blessings, then a potluck dinner, conversation, 
perhaps a chance for kids to make sukkah 
decorations, and then, as you choose to, do the ritual 
of blessing the lulav palm frond and shaking in 
blessing to all the world’s directions with Rabbi 
David.   Remember: Bring a veggie potluck dish to 
share and be joyous! (Fish okay, but no shellfish, 
please.) 

 

Annual Harvest Dinner of the Faith Trio 
“Solidarity: A Spiritual Necessity”  

 

 
Saturday evening, November 5 

 
6:15 Come early if you would like to be present at the 
Muslim evening service 
6:45 Multi-Faith Blessings, Potluck Dinner (see below) 
and Conversation 
 
     The Faith Trio is an alliance of Kehilla Community 
Synagogue, Islamic Cultural Center of Northern 
California, and Montclair Presbyterian Church. Every 
year we hold an autumn gathering. Often we have a 
theme for discussion at the tables. The opening 
question this year: “What is your earliest memory of an 
experience where you met someone from another 
religious background?” Our discussions will focus on 
the spiritual necessity for interfaith solidarity.  
Designated potluck: Kehilla members bring veggy 
salads (fish okay). 

At the Islamic Cultural Center of Northern California 
1433 Madison Street, Oakland near 14th Street 
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Kehilla Neighborhood Brunches Return! 
Sunday, October 16, 11:00am-1:00pm

If you have ever wanted to find out more about the 
Kehilla members in your neighborhood and to make 
connections in your local village - come to a Kehilla 
Neighborhood Brunch!   This year our brunch is on the 
day of the first evening of Sukkot. 

WHERE: We expect to have hosts for Berkeley, 
Richmond, South Oakland and the 
Rockridge/Temescal/Grand Lake/Piedmont area of 
Oakland. WHAT: The hosts will provide juice, coffee 
and tea.   

Guests are asked to bring vegetarian brunch items to 
share. 

Save the Date and look for further announcements in 
the weekly emails or call the office!  We hope to see 
you there!  If you are willing to volunteer your home, 
please email chesed@kehillasynagogue.org.  Your offer 
will be much appreciated. 

Shalom, 
The Chesed Committee 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Erev Simchat Torah Celebration!  
Monday, October 24 

 

 

 

 

at Chochmat HaLev   
2215 Prince St., Berkeley at Fulton. 

Join with all the Bay Area Renewal communities for 
a night of sacred and ecstastic dancing to live 
music and special Torah chanting to celebrate the 
conclusion of our High Holy Day journey.    

6:00pm  Special Kids Celebration with Jen Miriam 
and Alon Altman, dance and sing around the Torah 
with  puppets, music and friends 

6:30pm Vegetarian potluck dinner 

7:00 pm Maariv, Dancing and Torah service with 
the Shirat HaLev Musicians 

9:30 pm- Kiddush and refreshments 

Donation:  Members of participating organizations: 
$15-10   General Public $20-15   Children: $5 

Save the Date! 

The Buddha & The Ba’al Shem Tov 
With Zoketsu Norman Fischer, Rabbi Burt Jacobson &  

Rabbi Dev Noily  
Come celebrate Rabbi Burt's 80th Birthday! 

Saturday Evening, November 19, 7:30pm 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

   Our own visionary teacher Rabbi Burt and noted poet, 
meditation teacher and Zen Buddhist priest, Norman 
Fischer will be in dialogue, moderated by Rabbi Dev. They 
will explore parallels in the teaching and lives of the 
Buddha and the Ba’al Shem Tov, two enlightened teachers 
who saw the Divine everywhere, and taught the spiritual 
values of mystery, compassion, love and joy. 

   Come and celebrate Rabbi Burt’s 80th birthday and 50th 
year in the rabbinate! The dialogue will be followed by 
delectable desserts and drinks in the Social Hall. 

   PLEASE NOTE – We will be celebrating Rabbi Burt’s 80th 
throughout Shabbat on November 18 & 19.  We will have 
Kabbalat Shabbat services and oneg on Friday night, and 
special Shabbat morning services and lunch on Saturday. 

Sanctuary 
 

 

 

 

mailto:chesed@kehillasynagogue.org.
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Book Discussion Group 
All Kehilla members are welcome to join us for our customary meetings on the second Monday of the month at 7pm in 
the Fireside Room. These books are from the San Francisco Jewiish Community Library and there might be copies to 
borrow. 

Monday, September 12, 7pm 
The Fixer by Bernard Malamud 

     The Fixer (1966) is Bernard Malamud's best-known 
and most acclaimed novel -- one that makes manifest his 
roots in Russian fiction, especially that of Isaac Babel.  
Set in Kiev in 1911 during a period of heightened anti-
Semitism, the novel tells the story of Yakov Bok, a Jewish 
handyman blamed for the brutal murder of a young 
Russian boy. Bok leaves his village to try his luck in Kiev, 
and after denying his Jewish identity, finds himself 
working for a member of the anti-Semitic Black 
Hundreds Society. When the boy is found nearly drained 
of blood in a cave, the Black Hundreds accuse the Jews of 
ritual murder. Arrested and imprisoned, Bok refuses to 
confess to a crime that he did not commit. 
 

 

Monday, October 10, 7pm 
Mystics of Mile End by Sigal Samuel 

     Sigal Samuel’s debut novel, in the vein of Nicole 
Krauss’s bestselling The History of Love, is an imaginative 
story that delves into the heart of Jewish mysticism, 
faith, and family. In the half-Hasidic, half-hipster 
Montreal neighborhood of Mile End, eleven-year-old Lev 
Meyer is discovering that there may be a place for 
Judaism in his life. As he learns about science in his day 
school, Lev begins his own extracurricular study of the 
Bible’s Tree of Knowledge with neighbor Mr. Katz, who is 
building his own Tree out of trash. Meanwhile his sister 
Samara is secretly studying for her Bat Mitzvah with 
next-door neighbor and Holocaust survivor, Mr. 
Glassman. All the while his father, David, a professor of 
Jewish mysticism, is a non-believer. 

 
Solar Lights for Gaza Fundraiser & 

 Pre-Shabbat Potluck 
Please join Kehilla’s Greening and Middle East Peace Committees for a potluck dinner on  

September 16 at 5:30pm and fundraiser to support the children of Gaza. 

         Gaza is still recovering from fifty-one days of 
bombing in 2014. Electricity, water, and sewage systems 
are all still very fragile, and more than 17,000 people are 
still in temporary housing. Families there are affected 
daily by rolling black-outs. Far too often electricity is 
only available for 4 hours per day. Children must do 
their homework by dangerous kerosene lamps or 
candlelight. For the last year, the Rebuilding Alliance, a 
local non-profit organization, has been fundraising and 
shpping solar powered lights to Non-Governmental 
Organizations in Gaza. Our goal is to help raise funds to 
help them send the next pallet of 1,920 solar-powered 
lights to Gaza's children. 
     Our speaker for the evening will be Donna Baranski-
Walker, founder and Executive Director of Rebuilding 
Alliance, who was in Gaza in April to distribute the first 
pallet of solar lights. Rebuilding Alliance is working with 
Palestinian Non-Governmental Organizations in Gaza to 
distribute the solar lights to children and families in 
need. Donna will explain how Rebuilding Alliance is able 
to send the solar-powered lights through the blockade 
following pre-clearance by both Palestinian and Israeli 
Customs. She also will tell us about their NGO partners 
and some of the families she visited in Gaza. This will be 

a rare opportunity to hear directly from someone who 
has spent time in Gaza supporting children and families.  
     Rebuilding Alliance has already delivered three pallets 
of solar lights so children in Gaza can safely study and 
spend time with their families. There are 700,000 
children in Gaza.  Please join us on Sept. 16th to help 
Rebuilding Alliance send more Luci Lights to Gaza's 
children. 
     We will have a Potluck Dinner in the Social Hall 
starting at 5:30. Please bring a vegetarian or fish dish to 
share.  
     And please join us after dinner and the presentation 
for a spirited, musical Kabbalat Shabbat service to sing, 
meditate, dance, and rest in the joy and peace of 
Shabbat. Led by Hazzan Shulamit and Julie Nesnansky. 
     We hope you can join us on September 16 to hear first 
hand from our guest about her experience personally 
delivering solar lights to Gaza. But if you can’t make it, 
please make a donation to this great project!  
     You can donate at this link: 
https://commitchange.com/ca/burlingame-
94010/rebuilding-alliance/events/kehilla-for-gazas-
children 

https://commitchange.com/ca/burlingame-
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You’re Invited: 
A Community Forum on the Movement for Black Lives Platform: 

Study & Conversation 

Sunday September 18, 3:30 – 7:00pm 
by Rabbi Dev Noily 

     In early August the Movement for Black Lives 
Platform was published.  Organizers described their 
project this way: 

In response to the sustained and increasingly visible 
violence against Black communities in the U.S. and 
globally, a collective of more than 50 organizations 
representing thousands of Black people from across 
the country have come together with renewed 
energy and purpose to articulate a common vision 
and agenda. 
Our resistance and rebellion are not new, but like 
other times in history have come to a critical mass, 
and the bravery of those in Ferguson and across 
the country captured the attention of the world. A 
year ago, over 2,000 of us gathered in Cleveland to 
reflect on the state of our movement for liberation 
and celebrate our people, both those who have 
fallen and those who have survived. It was there 
that we began the process of uniting to articulate a 
shared vision of the world we want to live in. 

     The Platform articulates that sweeping and radical 
vision for racial and economic justice. It addresses 
reparations, education, healthcare, housing, policing, 
militarization (domestic and foreign), incarceration, 
criminalization, community control, and other aspects 
of U.S. society and policy that impact Black lives. 
     We’re excited to come together to study the 
platform as a community and to listen deeply to what 
the Movement’s leaders are saying. Rabbi David, 
Hazzan Shulamit, Rabbi Burt and I have endorsed the 
Movement for Black Lives Platform as individuals.  As I 
read the Platform I felt the tectonic plates of racial 
injustice in our country begin to shift.  In the profound 
language of the background pieces I could hear more 
of the stories of Black lives, deepening my awareness 
of the differences between my experience as White 
person and the experiences of so many Black people I 

live alongside.   I heard the Platform as a call to listen 
to Black voices, as a call to compassion, and as a call to 
join more fully in the M4BL struggle to root out the 
injustice that continues to rot the core of our country.  
This feels like an extraordinary historic moment to me, 
and I feel humbled and grateful for the Movement for 
Black Lives as path to justice for all of us. 
     We’d like Kehilla to consider endorsing the Platform 
as an organization as well. This Forum will be our first 
communal conversation about the Platform, and will 
help us to discern the next steps in this process.   
     The primary focus of our learning and 
conversations will be the current and historic 
experiences of Black people in the U.S., and the ways 
that White supremacy has operated, and continues to 
operate in our society and in our souls. 
     We invite you to read the entire platform, either 
ahead of time or at the September 18 Community 
Forum.  The first part of the afternoon will be devoted 
to studying the Platform.  You will find links to a 
summary of the Platform, and to the deeper analysis 
of each of its six parts on our website at this link: 
http://kehillasynagogue.org/event/a-community-
forum-on-the-movement-for-black-lives-platform-
study-conversation/  
     After doing text study with the Platform we’ll have 
a break and a nosh/snack.  The second half of the 
afternoon will be a compassionate listening-style 
session, where people gather in facilitated small 
groups to share their responses, reactions to and 
questions about the platform.  We will have at least 
one small group for People of Color.  We’ll end with 
everyone coming together to share highlights from the 
small group conversations.  You may come for the 
whole time, or just the first half, or just the second 
half.   [continued on p. 13.]

 

http://kehillasynagogue.org/event/a-community-
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New Adult Education Classes Fall 2016 

To Register for Classes: You can register and pay online at www.KehillaSynagogue.org (click on the 
"LEARN" link and then click on Adult Education), or send check payable to Kehilla to Kehilla, 

 1300 Grand Ave., Piedmont, CA 94610.  

 
 
“700 Benches: Experiencing Biblical Hebrew” 
Class 
Begins September 8, 6:30pm 
Taught by Jenna Kemp 
Have you ever wanted to read and understand Torah 
Hebrew? As a first phase in the launch of Kehilla’s new 
“700 Benches” beit-midrash program,  Kehilla is 
offering  a class designed to be an immersive 
experience in the language and structure of biblical 
Hebrew. What do we mean by “immersive?" Think of 
once a week jumping into the deep end of the pool—
with water wings as needed, swim buddies, and a 
lifeguard. 
This class is a multi-level beit-midrash in which 
students will learn the grammar that will allow them 
to begin reading biblical Hebrew without an English 
translation. Working primarily in chevrutah (pairs, 
small groups), we will learn grammar together, while 
simultaneously reading biblical narrative in Hebrew. 
People at all levels of Hebrew abilities are encouraged 
to join. Students will be expected to do some 
homework and memorization, but the emphasis is on 
concepts and resources that will allow you to begin to 
“swim” on your own! 
If you are interested in the class, but need some work 
on your aleph-bet, you will find resources to help get 
you up to speed on our website at this link: 
http://kehillasynagogue.org/online-hebrewbiblical-
text-resources/ 
Prerequisite: Aleph-bet and Vowels 
Dates:  Thursdays, Sept. 8- Sept. 29, Oct. 27, Nov. 3 (A 
six-session series) 
Time: 6:30-8:30pm 
Cost: $150 Kehilla members, $180 General Public.  No 
one turned away for lack of ability to pay the full 
amount. If you are unable to pay the full amount, 
please contact sjgrodin@comcast.net. 
Questions? Contact Jenna Stover-Kemp at 
jennakemp25@gmail.com or Sharon Grodin at 
sjgrodin@comcast.net. No one is turned away for lack 
of funds; please discuss this with us. 

 
 

 
 
Conversion Group  
Begins September 12, 7:30pm 
Led by Rabbi Dev Noily and Sharon Grodin 

 Kehilla’s conversion group is the communal portion of 
a process of individual inquiry that each participant 
anticipates will lead to adopting Judaism.  Kehilla’s 
spiritual leaders Rabbi Dev and Sharon Grodin are 
available to guide participants in their reading, 
selection of classes, and experiences that inform their 
education toward discernment about this decision. 
 The group is not an “introduction to Judaism” class, 
but rather a forum where participants reflect on and 
share insights about the studies and experiences each 
is undertaking within Kehilla and elsewhere.  The 
group meets once a month for 1-1/2 hours, which 
typically includes some learning together and 
responding to each others’ questions. Because this 
group is intended to support conversion in the 
context of Kehilla community, after the first two 
sessions, participants are expected to decide whether 
Kehilla is a good fit for them; if so, participants will be 
come members, and if not, participants will be 
supported in finding an alternative for their 
conversion studies. 
If you are interested in this group, please contact 
Sharon Grodin at sjgrodin@comcast.net.  
Dates:  Mondays, Sept. 12, Nov. 14, Dec. 12  
Cost: No charge (but see above about membership).  
Led by Rabbi Dev and Sharon Grodin. 
Location: Sanctuary/Buber Room 

 

http://www.KehillaSynagogue.org
http://kehillasynagogue.org/online-hebrewbiblical-
mailto:sjgrodin@comcast.net.
mailto:jennakemp25@gmail.com
mailto:sjgrodin@comcast.net.
mailto:sjgrodin@comcast.net.
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Adult Education (continued) 
 
"Drumming As Prayer" Class 
A Two-Class Series: September 18 & September 21 
Taught by Debbie Fier, Kehilla Musical Prayer Leader & 
“Heartbeat of the Service"  
     Drumming is an active form of meditation. It 
provides a wonderful way to be present, express 
yourself and learn how to drum with a group in sacred 
community space. At Kehilla, we are creating an 
intergenerational drum group, called Ketzev Kehilla, 
(the Beats of Kehilla), and we have been learning 
some of the rhythms for the Kehilla melodies and also 
drumming at our Chai Shabbat services. 
     This is a two-class series. It can be taken as a series 
or as individual classes. (However, if you want to 
drum at High Holy Days services, you must come to 
both classes.) 
       Those who wish to will have the opportunity to 
drum for our High Holy Days services at the Scottish 
Rite Center in Oakland. Participants who want to join 
us in drumming need to commit to coming to both 
classes of the series (exceptions may be made IF you 
have taken previous ‘Drumming as Prayer’ classes with 
Debbie. In those cases you must come to at least 1 
class). If you have taken this class before, and enjoy 
drumming in our Kehilla circle, please come to the 
class!  We will always learn new rhythms, practice new 
exercises and continue building on what we have 
previously done. 
     All ages and all levels welcome!  Please bring a 
drum if you have one.  If you need a drum for the 
class, please email Sasha@kehillasynagogue.org and 
we will do our best to provide one. Hand percussion 
(shakers, claves, etc.) will be provided. 
     Dates: Sunday, Sept 18 - 4-5:30 and Wednesday,  
Sept 21, 7-8:30 in the Fireside Room.  
    Cost:  2-class series: $36 members/ $46 non-
members; Individual class: $20 members/ $25 non-
members 
    Location: Fireside Room 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Chai Mitzvah Group Forming: “A Jewish Year” 
Begins Sunday, October 16, 5:30pm 

In response to many requests for a more structured, 
group-based program for exploring Judaism, Kehilla is 
offering a Chai Mitzvah group beginning in October.  
What is “Chai Mitzvah,” you ask?  It’s a curriculum and 
structure created by a Jewish-multidenominational 
(including Renewal) group of rabbis and educators, 
designed to support group study and a period of 
committed personal exploration.  No prior experience 
with Judaism or Hebrew is required.  Here’s what the 
creators have to say about it: 

“Chai Mitzvah is a unique adult engagement program 
that encourages an integrated, experiential approach 
to Jewish life through five simple components. Each 
participant:  

1. Attends monthly group learning with a set 
curriculum provided by Chai Mitzvah.  

2. Chooses an independent study topic for the year.  

3. Chooses a ritual/spiritual practice to take on for the 
year.  

4. Chooses a social action activity to commit to for the 
year.  

5. Celebrates the journey!”  

In our case, we’ve chosen “A Jewish Year” as an 
overarching theme. Participants will investigate and 
experience the Jewish calendar as it occurs, separately 
or together, as interests dictate.  Our mitzvah group 
will meet on third Sundays starting in October, with 
minimal costs set to cover our fee from Chai Mitzvah 
for the materials (the more participants, the lower the 
cost, but we are setting the initial registration fee 
$18/person for the 9-month period).  The group may 
decide to engage speakers or project leaders on 
particular topics and share the cost of that additional 
enrichment.  For more information about the 
program, see www.chaimitzvah.org.  For questions 
about our group, contact sjgrodin@comcastnet. 

Dates: Monthly for 9 months, beginning Sunday,  
Oct. 16, 5:30-7pm 

Cost: $18/person 

Location: Back classsroom, main floor 

mailto:Sasha@kehillasynagogue.org
http://www.chaimitzvah.org.
mailto:sjgrodin@comcastnet.
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Adult Education (continued) 
 

Elements of Magical Judaism 
Begins Monday, October 16, 6:00pm 
with Reclaiming* Teachers  
Jude Elf & Maggid Jonathan Furst 
Join us for a six-week exploration of Earth-based 
Judaism through the elements of Earth, Air, Fire, 
Water and Spirit. Develop personal practices and 
improvisational ritual co-creation skills, blending 
modern G!ddess-oriented magic with traditional 
Jewish and ancient Hebraic spirituality.  
Dates: Mondays, October 17 - November 21, 6pm  
Cost: $240-$90 sliding scale 
Location: Sanctuary 
For More Info: contact jfurst@pobox.com or  
415-516-4904 
*Learn more about Reclaiming here: 
http://www.reclaiming.org/  
Co-sponsored by the Jewitch Collective and Derech 
Ha'Aretz Outdoor Yeshiva 
 
I Never Knew Hebrew Could Be So Much Fun 
Class 
Begins Sunday, October 23, 10:30am 
Taught by Bracha Stone 
Once again Bracha is offering her fabulous course in 
beginning Hebrew. Absolutely no previous Hebrew 
experience is required or expected. Come and find out 
why you don’t have to know very much at all in order 
to have Hebrew take on a very special place in your 
life. Bracha loves to teach this class since adults tend 
to be very compliant students and they ask such 
serious questions. Form a community of like-minded 
adults, play games, sing songs and learn, learn, learn.  
Repeaters welcomed!! 

Dates:  Sunday, Oct. 23, 30, Nov. 6, 10:30am-11:45am 
Cost:  $54 members, $66 nonmembers 
Location: Given at the time of registration. 
Call Bracha for questions or concerns. 510-703-2220. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Personalizing Our Experience With Jewish 
Liturgy 
First meeting: Sunday, October 23, 6:30pm 
A new group convened by Bracha Stone 
Designed for those who want to explore an expanded 
and creative relationship to Jewish liturgy. While there 
is no expectation of a belief in "God," this group is 
designed for those who desire to personally connect 
to "something-bigger-than-us" and/or "the-wisdom-
deep-within-us." We will witness and be witnessed as 
we explore our attraction and creative responses to 
traditional Jewish prayer practice. We will meet 
together once a month for 5 months. We will also 
participate in a weekly email conversation concerning 
our intentions, and the challenges and blessings we 
experience as we enact our them. 
Dates:  First meeting is Sunday, Oct. 23, 6:30-8:30. 
There will be a meeting at the same time in the 
evening in November, December, January and 
February. Specific dates for each month will be 
determined by October 1st.  
Cost:  $120 members, $150 nonmembers 
Location: Given at the time of registration.  
Call Bracha for questions or concerns. 510-703-2220.  

A Class in the Poetic Word 
Begins Wednesday, October 26, 7pm 
Taught by Lenore Weiss 
Come learn about several outstanding twentieth-
century American Jewish poets, including a number of 
contemporary writers. The four-session class will 
examine work by poets who express diverse 
connections to the Jewish experience.  For the first 
hour of each session, we will examine and discuss the 
poet’s work. Using writing prompts from the readings, 
during the second hour we will respond to the poetry 
in whatever written form we choose. Open to all. No 
writing experience is required. Special guest visits by 
local poets. All lovers of the word are encouraged to 
participate. Bring a notebook and pen. 
Dates: Wednesday, Oct. 26, Nov.  9,  Nov. 23, Nov. 30, 
7-9pm 
Cost: $88 members, $112 nonmembers 
Location: Fireside Room 
 

mailto:jfurst@pobox.com
http://www.reclaiming.org/
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A Community Forum on the Movement for Black Lives Platform 
[continued] 
     Part of the platform, called Invest/Divest, deals 
with connections between U.S. military spending and 
interventions abroad on the one hand, and the lack of 
funding for domestic social needs and militarization of 
U.S. police on the other hand. This part of the 
platform also addresses U.S. military support for Israel 
and the unjust treatment of Palestinians under 
Occupation, using language that some Jewish people 
and organizations have objected to strongly.   
     Our intention is to create a community forum that 
centers the Platform’s demands for racial and 

economic justice, while making space for the complex 
emotional responses that may arise for us in 
relationship to Jewish identity, racial identity and all 
the aspects of ourselves that make each of us who we 
are.  
     Please be in touch with us if you have questions or 
feedback.  
     RSVP if you can  to Sasha@kehillasynagogue.org.  
 – it will help us a lot as we plan the afternoon. 

 
 

Join the 30th Annual G.R.I.P. Harmony Walk in Richmond 
To End Hunger & Homelessness-to Benefit the Greater Richmond Interfaith Program 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     On October 29, Greater Richmond Interfaith 
Program is hosting its 30th annual Harmony Walk/Run 
to End Homelessness in Richmond. Several Kehilla 
members and members of St. John’s Church joined a 
team last year in memory of David McPhail and Judy 
Abel, GRIP activists who both died in September, 
2015.  
     That team raised over $1,000 in support of the 
Souper Center, a program operated by GRIP, which 
serves meals to homeless and needy residents and 
also runs a family shelter. David and Irene, his wife, 
both Kehilla members, and Betty Young, started a 
group now called David’s Dinner Group which 
prepares a monthly meal for families staying at the 
GRIP shelter. Several Kehilla members, people who 
had been members of an El Cerrito church where 
David had ministered, and members of St John’s 
Presbyterian Church in Berkeley, are in the dinner 
group as well. 
     David did this Walk every year through 2014. 

Kehilla members have another opportunity this year 
to remember and honor David while helping to ease 
homelessness. 
     We encourage everyone’s participation in or pledge 
of money to the team. We will have a team name and 
a team page set-up with the Harmony Walk website 
by mid-September. 
     The web address with a link to our team page & 
further details will be provided in the Kehilla weekly 
e-mails.    
     Check-in on October 29 begins at 9:00 a.m. The Run 
starts at 10:30 a.m. The Walk starts at 10:45 a.m. You 
can walk or run for as much, or as little, a distance as 
you want.  And, there will be a festival in the park 
after the walk.  
     Please consider sending a donation or joining the 
team after the team page is setup. If you have 
questions about the team, feel free to contact Sue 
Goldberg directly at suegoldberg@sbcglobal.net 

 
Pictured: Alex Madonik, Ruthie Levin, Richard Speiglman, Sue Goldberg 

 

mailto:Sasha@kehillasynagogue.org.
mailto:suegoldberg@sbcglobal.net
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An Interview with Spiritual Leader Avi Rose 
by Bill Lazarus

     More refugees are 
fleeing persecution now 
than at any time since the 
end of World War II, says 
Avi Rose, who has spent 
most of his life as a political 
and social activist, and who 
now finds himself turning 
more and more to issues of 
immigration and the flood 
of people seeking safe 
haven. With millions of 
refugees left homeless and 
nationless as the result of 
warfare in Syria and 
elsewhere, Avi sees the 

Jewish response as extending “beyond empathizing. 
“It’s identifying,” he says. “We need to see ourselves 
as coming out of Egypt.” 

     “We were strangers. We know the heart of the 
stranger,” adds Avi, who is executive director of 
Jewish Family and Community Services East Bay . That 
“central narrative” of the Jewish people is a key these 
days to the work of JFCS. About 2,000 of the 8,000 
people it annually serves are refugees and other 
immigrants. While the work of JFCS has historically 
been geared toward helping the Jewish community, it 
is not exclusively so. Avi says, “Tikkun Olam is not 
about bringing healing only to the Jewish people. It’s 
about “olam.” It’s about the world as a whole.” 

     When Avi started work at JFCS in 2005, the agency 
was already involved with helping immigrants from all 
over the world. When the surge of Jewish immigration 
from the Former Soviet Union subsided in the 1990’s, 
JFCS began to serve people from other countries, 
including Afghanistan, Bosnia, Cambodia, Iran, Iraq 
and Syria. Many of these refugees are Muslims. JFCS 
currently helps numerous families from Afghanistan, 
many of whom were subject to persecution after 
assisting Americans in the war against the Taliban. 
JFCS also has devoted itself to helping LGBT refugees 
fleeing particularly harsh oppression because of their 
sexual orientation or gender identities. 

     As a youth, Avi grew up mostly in Phoenix in a 
liberal Jewish family, largely out-of-kilter with the 

mostly right-wing community. His dad hailed from the 
Bronx, and was himself the son of immigrant parents 
who made their way to the United States from 
Lithuania. When Avi was 13, he moved with his family 
to Sacramento, and soon started spending time in the 
Bay Area. It was the late 1960s and “politics, drugs and 
rock and roll — it was all here.” 

     Avi became a political activist in high school, and 
chose to go to college at Brandeis, which was a hotbed 
of leftist politics. While he came out as a gay man in 
college, his activism was focused more on anti-war 
work and economic issues. After college, he worked 
for a period as a union steward. Avi joined other 
progressive Jews in the Boston Committee to 
Challenge Antisemitism and became, in the 1980s, 
involved in New Jewish Agenda, a national 
organization that he co-chaired, and that focused on a 
wide variety of issues, including Mid-East peace, 
feminism, disarmament, LGBT rights, oppression in 
Central America and the sanctuary movement. Avi 
also took up work battling AIDS, and co-edited Twice 
Blessed, a book about gay and lesbian Jews. 

     While Avi was aware of immigration issues, it 
wasn’t then a focus of his work and activism. That 
changed in 2005 when he started at JCFS and found it 
“powerful” to be working to help both Russian Jews 
and Afghan Muslims. “I’m really impressed by the 
resilience of most of the refugees whom we are 
helping.  They are individuals with their own quirks, 
strengths and shortcomings, and most have 
experienced significant trauma. It is a huge 
undertaking to leave your home – everyone and 
everything you know – and start your life over again in 
a new country..” 

     While, culturally, the Bay Area is “really welcoming, 
economically, this is a really hard area to come to,” Avi 
says. As a result, families crowd into small living 
quarters together, and people work two or three jobs 
to get by. 

     At seders, Avi has hosted refugees. “It’s powerful to 
be at a seder with somebody who has recently had to 
‘leave Egypt,’” he says. Avi also asks, “What is more 
Jewish than resettling refugees?” He answers himself 
in a word. “Nothing.”
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A Note on the Israel/Palestine Values Survey 
by Rabbi David J. Cooper 

 
     Last month we send out to every member 
household a survey to determine support for a 
statement of values on Israel/Palestine. One could 
indicate where one stood on a spectrum from very 
much disagreeing to strong agreement (scale of 1 to 
5). 
     As of this writing, 141 responses have been 
received. 
     99 responses are 5’s – strongly agree. (71.7%) 
     26 are 4’s – generally agree (18.8%) 
     7 are 3’s – more or less neutral (5.1%) 
     3 are 2’s – generally disagree (2.2%) 

     3 are 1’s – very much disagree (2.2%) 
     In a few days, I will be reading the many written 
comments on the proposed wording and I plan to 
print some of them in the November Kol Kehilla, with 
the permission of their authors to print with ascription 
or anonymously. 
     The decision to adopt the statement as is (or with 
grammatical changes) will be in the hands of the 
Kehilla Board. Currently the plan is that in October the 
results of the survey and representative comments 
and suggestions will be forwarded to the Board for 
their consideration and action. 

 
Chevra Kadisha Sh'mira Readings Project 

 
    Kehilla’s Chevra Kadisha is pleased to announce the 
completion of our “Sh’mira Readings Project.”  We 
now have two beautiful volumes that can be used by 
the shomrim (“watchers”) –those who sit with the 
body of a community member who has died until the 
time of burial. 
    Traditionally, shomrim read Psalms during the 
sh’mira  (“watching”).  In Kehilla we have provided 
other readings—poetry and prose from Jewish and 
non-Jewish sources as well as portions of our liturgy—
so that each shomer might deepen his or her own 
reflections on the meaning of life and death.   
     As we embarked on revising and expanding these 
additional readings, our discussions and study led us 
to taking a closer look at The Book of Psalms as well.  
We looked at many different translations and 

interpretations and selected the one for each Psalm 
that we thought invoked the values of Jewish Renewal 
movement.  
     A small group from Kehilla’s Chevra Kadisha 
traveled to Boston in June to present a workshop on 
these readings and to discuss Kehilla’s approach to 
sh’mira at the annual K’vod v Nichum (“honor and 
comfort”) conference.  More than thirty people 
attended our workshop and received our presentation 
with great enthusiasm.   
     We will formally present Kehilla’s Readings for 
Shmira and Psalms for Shmira at the Morning Service, 
Sept 17.  We invite the entire community to join in 
our simcha and to learn more about the practice of 
sh’mira.   

 

Finding Your Spiritual Direction 
 
     Spiritual direction is a process of inner listening that 
enables individuals to discern the movement of the 
Spirit in their lives, so they can come to understand 
both the spiritual dimension and the spiritual direction 
of their experience. In this sense, spiritual direction is 
a pathway to teshuvah, toward finding one’s way back 
to the Source that birthed and sustains each of us.  

     Spiritual directors have been trained to help those 
seeking the Spirit to find direction. They also help 
seekers find appropriate spiritual practices. 

     Rabbi Burt offers individual Kehilla congregants 
hour-long meetings in spiritual direction. Any Kehilla 
member is entitled to such a session once a year 
without cost. Burt usually meets with congregants at 
Kehilla on Tuesday afternoons and evenings, several 
times a month. He also sees people at his home in El 
Sobrante at other times during the week. If you are 
interested in meeting with Rabbi Burt, please contact 
him at Rabburt@earthlink.net, or by calling 
510.283.5704. 

 
 

mailto:Rabburt@earthlink.net,
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Competing Death Penalty Initiatives on November Ballot 

by Beth Weinberger 
 

     This November we'll have a chance to vote again to 
repeal California's death penalty, replacing it with Life 
Without Possibility of Parole.  Unfortunately, a 
competing measure that would attempt to change the 
appeals process to expedite executions has caused 
confusion, especially as the latter measure's title is 
misleading.  So here's an explanation of each of the 
initiatives with recommendations in keeping with 
Kehilla policy. 

 
The Justice that Works Act of 2016—Proposition #62  

 This is essentially the same as Prop. 34 on the 
2012 ballot, which Kehilla supported.  It would replace 
the death penalty with life without the possibility of 
parole.  It would: 

 End state killing and eliminate the possibility 
of executing innocent people.  Since 1973, 
156 people, convicted of murder, have been 
exonerated, 3 of them in California. 

 Keep dangerous criminals from ever being 
released. 

 Save approximately $150 million a year that 
could be put to more productive use. 

 Increase to 60% the portion of wages earned 
by persons sentenced to life without parole 
that may go to victim restitution funds. 

Recommendation:  Support Prop. 62 
 
Death Penalty Reform & Savings Act of 2016—
Proposition #66 

  Prop. 66 attempts to “reform” a  failed death 
penalty system by changing the appeals process.  It 
would remove current safeguards, limit the ability to 
present new evidence of innocence and set unrealistic 
deadlines for trials and appeals.  The changed 

procedures and new deadlines would force hiring of 
hundreds of new, inexperienced attorneys at taxpayer 
expense. If it succeeded, it would: 

 Increase the chances of wrongful convictions 
and execution of innocent people 

 Interfere with our due process and appeals 
processes, which might be found 
unconstitutional after costly and lengthy 
lawsuits. 

 Authorize the state to house death row 
inmates in new prisons. 

 Model California's system after Texas' rapid 
execution mill. 

 Move appeals from the state Supreme Court 
to local county courts, prioritizing these cases 
and the shortened timelines.  It would 
overwhelm lower courts and severely limit 
their ability to hear other types of cases or 
conduct any other court business. 

Recommendation: Oppose Prop. 66 
 
        This fall you'll have a chance to hear more about, 
question and discuss these initiatives, as well 
as a number of others at a Kehilla Ballot Initiatives 
evening, October 17.  Mark your calendars and see 
Richard Speiglman's article, also in this issue, on some 
of the other initiatives, researched and recommended 
by Oakland Community Organizations (OCO.) 
     If you want more information now about the death 
penalty initiatives; if you want to help with the 
campaigns or donate to them, go to 
www.yeson62.com or contact me at 
bethw0104@mindspring.com.  

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Not Registered to Vote?  
 

Please contact karenrachels@gmail.com 
of Kehilla’s Economic Justice Committee 
She will help you get registered before 

the November election 

http://www.yeson62.com
mailto:bethw0104@mindspring.com.
mailto:karenrachels@gmail.com
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Community Discussion of Ballot Propositions and Local Measures 
by Richard Speiglman 

 
Monday, October 17, 7-9pm 

Kehilla Social Hall 
Sponsored by  

Kehilla Economic Justice Committee, Greening Committee and Anti-Death Penalty Action Group 

Bring yourself, your friends and your family, your questions and your answers 

     When I was a kid in Des Moines, reform Rabbi 
Edward Zerin (Temple B’nai Jeshurun) used to implore 
youth – perhaps it was at our B’nai Mitzvot – to be 
“informed, participating Jews.”  I may have taken this 
to be the 11th Commandment, and I think the 
instruction was responsible for my 50-something years 
of reading at least the local, state, and national news 
sections of the daily newspaper.  Sometime later, a 
sociology professor suggested that the important 
news appears in the business section.  We won’t get 
into the question of sports news. 

     I never fully understood the Jews part of the 
obligation.  But nevertheless I’m pretty sure the 
informed/participating charge includes voting and, to 
the extent possible, understanding the implications of 
your vote prior to casting it. 

     In their length, California ballots present a serious 
challenge.  We need each other’s help to become well-
informed prior to voting.  Instead of sitting home 
alone the night before the election frantically trying to 
decide how to vote on propositions and local 
measures, on the evening of October 17th please join 
other community members to discuss ballot 
measures. 

 Bring your sample ballot (and your mail-in or 
absentee ballot if you have one) 

 Join discussion of some of the most important 
state and local ballot measures (if only we had 
time to tend to all of them!) 

 Written materials on all the state propositions 
and some local measures will be available, 
including recommendations from Kehilla, 
Oakland Community Organizations (OCO), and 
other organizations 

 Kehilla members and others actively engaged 
in working on some of the measures will offer 
brief presentations 

 
See the next page for OCO's recommendations on 

several state, county, and City of Oakland issues.  
We’ll have expanded endorsement information by 
October 17th.   

 
Please forward information on other measures, or 

for other localities, to Richard or Beth: 

rspeiglman@sbcglobal.net  

bethw0104@mindspring.com   

Or bring the information with you on October 17th.   

If possible, RSVP to Beth or Richard (see their 
contact information above.) 

mailto:rspeiglman@sbcglobal.net
mailto:bethw0104@mindspring.com
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Oakland Community Organizations 

Recommendations on CA, Alameda County, and City of Oakland issues 

Number Title or focus Content OCO 
endorsement 

State Propositions 

55 Tax extension 
Extends the temporary personal income tax on 
incomes over $250,000 to fund education and 

health care (Prop 30 extension) 
Support 

56 Tobacco tax Increases the cigarette tax to $2 / pack Support 

 57 Public Safety & 
Rehabilitation Act 

Increases parole chances for felons convicted of 
non-violent crimes and provides more 

opportunities to earn credits for good behavior 
Support 

 62 Death penalty Repeals the death penalty in CA Support* 

64 Adult Use of Marijuana Act 
Legalizes adults’ growing, possessing, and using 

marijuana for nonmedical purposes, with certain 
restrictions; establishes regulatory system for 

legal market.  

Neutral 

Alameda County Measures 

A Affordable Housing bond 
(property tax) 

Funding for a variety of approaches to promote 
affordable housing  Support 

Oakland City and School District Measures  

JJ Protect Oakland Renters 
Act  

Strengthen tenants’ rights by requiring owners to 
petition through the Rent Board for rent increases 

above annual CPI, extending just cause eviction 
protections to buildings built through 1995, and 

increasing Rent Board transparency and 
accountability 

Support 

LL 
Form civilian oversight 
commission of police 

department 
Promotes civilian oversight of police department Support 

KK 
Infrastructure 

improvements bond 
(property tax) 

Funding for a variety of improvements to streets, 
sidewalks, public buildings, and some funds for 

affordable housing 
Neutral  

HH Tax distributors of sugar-
sweetened beverages 

Promotes public health by raising price of sugar-
sweetened beverages Support 

G1 Oakland Unified School 
District  bond (parcel tax) 

Funds educator salary increases and middle 
school improvements (as of last draft seen) No vote (yet) 

* Kehilla recommends a yes vote on Prop. 62 and a no vote on Prop 66 (which would speed-up 
executions).  See accompanying article, “Competing Death Penalty Initiatives on November Ballot" on 
p. 17. 



 19 

 

Seeking Shelter in the Days of Awe:  
 Immigrants and Refugees, Longing and Home 
[continued from p. 1] 
 
You can read a more complete description of our 
theme below.  Throughout the High Holy Days season 
and beyond, we’ll be integrating the spiritual practices 
of this time with ways to learn about and respond to 
the crises of migration that are shaking our world.  
During High Holy Days services we’ll hear from some 
of the folks in our community about their experiences 
with immigrants and refugees.  We’ll also have 
resources available during services about how to 
connect with local groups and join in efforts to 
respond.   
    And in the months following the High Holy Days, 
we’ll host a series of four community workshops, 
featuring congregants working to support immigrants 
and refugees.  The workshop topics are: Considering 
Offering Housing to a Refugee; Being Part of an 
Accompaniment Team for an Immigrant Family or 
Unaccompanied Minor; Immigration Policy, Advocacy 
and Intersectionality with Economic and Racial Justice 
Issues; and Kehilla as Sanctuary/Refuge for 
Immigrants.  
    May our practice during this season help each of us 
grow toward greater wholeness, joy, compassion and 
justice. 
    Our Theme for 5777:  Immigrants and Refugees, 
Longing and Home  
    A river goes out from the first place that was home, 
to water the garden, and from there it divides and 
becomes four headwaters. (Bereshit 2:10) 
    In the beginning all was one, undifferentiated and 
whole.  To come into the joy of embodied life is also to 
come into separateness.  And to be separate is to long 
for reconnection, to yearn for wholeness and for 
home.  The Yamim Nora’im (High Holy Days) point us 

in the direction of home, and outfit us for the promise 
and uncertainty of the journey.  We soften our hearts 
and open lines of communication with people we’ve 
hurt and who have hurt us.  We practice 
accountability, forgiveness, compassion and 
generosity.  We touch those who are dear to us with 
an extra measure of tenderness and gratitude. 
    This year we set out on this path in a world of 
growing displacement and migration. People forced 
from their homes by war, violence, poverty, drought, 
gentrification, and a swiftly changing climate are 
fighting for survival and searching for a refuge where 
they and their families can be safe.  Some in Kehilla 
are personally impacted, and many in our community 
are stepping up to help--by working to end structural 
violence, by challenging the economics underlying 
displacement, by offering loving personal support to 
immigrants and refugees, by fighting for policies that 
welcome immigrants and refugees, and by joining the 
struggle against deportation, targeting and 
discrimination against people who are undocumented.  
    As a community this year we will enter the inner 
landscape of exile and return.  We’ll encounter the 
stranger who dwells within us, and the stranger who 
dwells among us.  Together we will turn toward this 
tidal wave of displacement, expanding our capacity to 
welcome and support the growing number of 
immigrants and refugees in our midst.  As Torah 
teaches (Lev. 19:33-34), When a stranger resides with 
you in your land, you shall not wrong them.  The 
stranger who resides with you shall be to you as one of 
your citizens; you shall love them as yourself, for you 
were strangers in the land of Mitzrayim. 
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Coming Soon: Pronoun Stickers for Your Nametag 
by Hazzan Shulamit Wise Fairman, Lynn Bravewomon and Rabbi Dev Noily 

  
   As Davey Shlasko writes in the 
Trans*Ally Workbook, 
    “Most of the time, most people 
are on autopilot about pronouns. 
They call all women she, her and 
hers, and all men he, him and his. 
But being on autopilot doesn’t 
always work. Sometimes—
especially, but not only, when 
talking about trans* people—it can 
lead you to call someone a pronoun 
that isn’t what they’re usually 
called or what they want to be 
called.”  
     We are continuing to make 
Kehilla a more welcoming and 
inclusive space for all of our 
members.  All of us appreciate it 
when other people see us as who 
we are.  For  trans* people 
pronouns can be a constant source 
of being seen and affirmed when preferred pronouns 
are used by others; conversely the absence of 
accurate pronouns denies a critical piece of 
recognition and affirmation of identity. 
     Kehilla’s intention to build gender pronoun 
language in our community culture is part of gender-

inclusion efforts that reverse the 
invisibility caused when the wrong 
pronouns are used. 
     As a community of spiritual practice, 
it feels especially important that Kehilla 
be a place where everyone can be seen 
and affirmed in all of who we are.  So 
soon you’ll see a set of pronoun 
stickers next to our nametags. 
 Everyone has the option to add a 
pronoun sticker to your nametag, to let 
others know which pronouns you use.  
By using a sticker, cisgender people can 
support others in our community for 
whom “pronoun autopilot” doesn’t 
work well. 
     Whatever our gender identity, all of 
us have some experiences of resonance 
with the gender we were raised in, and 
some experiences of dissonance with 
the gender we were raised in.  We can 

all lean into those experiences to cultivate our 
compassion for ourselves and each other as we 
navigate this complex and shifting terrain of gender 
identity. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
    

    

A vocabulary moment: 

trans* refers to people whose 
gender identity is different from 

the gender identity they were 
assigned at birth, including 

people who are transgender, 
genderqueer, gender-

nonconforming, gender non-
binary, gender fluid, gender 

fabulous people. 

Cisgender refers to people 
whose gender identity is, for the 

most part, aligned with the 
gender they were assigned at 
birth and in which they were 

socialized. 

Kehilla Sings! 

 
         Interested in being part of a Kehilla Choir this Fall 
and Winter? We may offer this opportunity through 
our Adult Ed program with Bon Singer, a veteran 
cantor and synagogue choir director who has also 
directed Ya'Elah and Kitka.  
     PLEASE click on the following link and fill out a short 
questionnaire by Aug 28 to help us discern whether 
and how to move forward, and pass it on to your 
friends! 

 https://goo.gl/forms/Vd6jFONpn4IphBrK2 

https://goo.gl/forms/Vd6jFONpn4IphBrK2
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The Annual Kehilla Membership Retreat:  
Toward Further Improvements in Accessibility  

by Marilyn Golden & Don Stone 

In our debrief after another successful annual retreat, Kehilla’s Retreat Committee discussed how to achieve further 
improvements in the accessibility of the retreat to all members. Below is a report.  It addresses all dimensions of 
accessibility including affordability, access to the location, planning issues, and mobility access.  
 

Addressing Accessibility  at the Annual Kehilla Summer Retreat

     In the Retreat Committee’s debriefing of this year’s 
retreat, one focus of discussion has been about the 
accessibility challenges of Bort Meadow. There are 
various kinds of accessibility needs, including   
affordability, location, registration constraints, and 
physical mobility, all which contribute to the retreat 
location and experience being attractive and 
welcoming. 
     Affordability. We’ve had many comments that our 
past weekend retreats at retreat centers were out of 
the price range of many individuals and especially 
families—even with elective camping such as at Walker 
Creek Ranch.  
    Location issues: We have had requests for a location 
that is easy to get to on a Friday afternoon for people 
who want to camp the first night—and also for people 
who want make a round trip on Saturday. At Bort 
Meadow and at Walker Ranch, there is lack of cell 
phone reception. This can limit some members’ 
capacity to take part. Sometimes at Bort, there have 
been difficulties getting in and out of the locked gate 
when no one was on duty Friday.  
     Planning flexibility.  We need a site that is big 
enough that it does not require us to commit to a 
certain attendance well in advance. It helps to have 
flexibility that allows for final week commitment to 
attending, or even the day-of. Camping or easy 
commuting helps last minute planning and increases 
the numbers attending—about 25-30% of participants 
sign up or show up the last week. 
     Physical mobility. Challenges come with bumpiness 
or steepness of the terrain, any steps (none at Bort 
Meadow), accessibility to bathrooms (new Bort 
Meadow bathrooms are wheelchair accessible, though 
far from activities), parking availability, drop-off option 
for those needing it, and distance between the 
different stations—food, service, bathrooms, drop-off 
spot. We have had requests from people with mobility 
needs to have more accommodations so that they can 
attend either Bort Meadow, or another site.  
     Given these parameters, we are proceeding in the 
following manner: 

      *Reserve Bort Meadow for a weekend in July 2017 
(already have requested 7/14-16/2017, will hear back 
in late October if we got it). 
     *Tell anyone interested that we welcome their 
research on an alternative site that takes into account 
the factors mentioned above (our deposit for Bort 
Meadow, assuming we get our request, will be small 
enough to forfeit if we find a better site). 
     *Be proactive in responding to accessibility needs. 
Build into the reservation process a way to 
communicate specific needs and figure out best 
practices to meet them. For instance, the registration 
form/website will have a contact person for 
accessibility needs when we start to advertise next 
year’s retreat—Marilyn Golden may be filling this 
function. So coming up with solutions to specific needs 
can be creatively addressed well in advance. 
     Several congregants have already volunteered to 
assist with accessibility issues, including suggesting 
other sites/centers and being available to accompany 
individuals needing assistance to navigate at Bort 
Meadow, which is largely relatively flat, though the 
ground has a bumpy, uneven surface. 
     *Research alternative means of conveyance to 
transport individuals from point to point at the Bort 
Meadow site, possibly in ways that make use of the 
assistance from a volunteer. This research has already 
begun, with an initial finding that vehicles like golf carts 
are probably too expensive to own, rent, or transport 
from rental locations. Kehilla may have access to one 
or more ordinary wheelchairs that can be used. Or, all 
terrain wheelchairs may be one possibility. There may 
be other ways to deal with the bumpy terrain between 
the car turn-around and the dining tables that are not 
dependent upon volunteer assistance, and allow for 
more independent movement. 
     *Other concerns, suggestions, or ideas, regarding 
Kehilla Retreat accessibility issues or how to address 
them? Want to volunteer your assistance? 
     Contact either Marilyn Golden 
at mgolden@dredf.org, or Don Stone 
at donstone1@aol.com or 510-703-0073. 

mailto:mgolden@dredf.org,
mailto:donstone1@aol.com
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On the Origins of Kehilla: 
Social Justice 

                                                     by Rabbi Burt Jacobson 
Note: This is the fifth of a series of 
personal essays on the beginnings of 
Kehilla. Each article shares the 
origins of one or more of the ideals 
and/or values that motivated me to 
start Kehilla. The essays are adapted 

from the manuscript of the book I am in the process of 
completing, tentatively titled There is Only One Love: 
The Ba’al Shem Tov in the Modern World. 
     My passion for social justice came from my mother, 
Gert Jacobson. As the chairwoman of the Anti-
Defamation League in Cleveland during World War II, 
she tried to awaken the Jewish community to the Nazi 
atrocities in Europe. When our family moved to Texas 
in 1947, Gert became the chairwoman of the Anti-
Defamation League in San Antonio. In that capacity she 
worked with teachers in the public schools, instructing 
them on how to promote racial, ethnic and religious 
tolerance in their classrooms.  
     My mother’s commitment to social justice stemmed 
from her father, Ruby Goldberg. My grandfather, who 
was born in Romania, was a women’s tailor. A secular 
Yiddish-speaking Jew, he was strongly drawn to 
socialism. He became a negotiator for the International 
Ladies’ Garment Workers Union in New York. My 
mother remembered him coming home from the 
negotiations, infuriated by the tightfisted attitudes of 
the factory owners. He would go to the kitchen, pick up 
a carving knife and bang it repeatedly on the counter. 
“Those G… d…. bosses, those G… d…. bosses, they 
won’t give us a nickel! They won’t give us a nickel! 
      I did not hear that story until I was an adult, but I 
learned about the biblical prophets as a young student 
in the religious school of Temple Beth El in San 
Antonio. I came to admire the commitment of the 
Reform movement to social justice. 
       Yet, I did not study the words of the biblical 
prophets until I entered rabbinical school. In 1961, as a 
second-year student at the Jewish Theological 
Seminary, I took a seminar with Abraham Joshua 
Heschel on the prophets. By this time, Heschel was well 
on his way to becoming the most well-known Jewish 
religious thinker in the United States.  
       Heschel had completed his dissertation on the 
prophets in the late 1930s in Germany, just as the Nazi 
regime had come into power. In the late 1950s he 
decided to rewrite the book in English. The members of 

our seminar were privileged to read the galley proofs 
of The Prophets with him.  
    In the book’s introduction, Heschel wrote: 
     The things that horrified the prophets are even now 
daily occurrences all over the world. There is no society 
to which Amos’ words would not apply. 

Listen to this, you merchants who crush the 
poor,and trample on the needy! You who are 
thinking,“When will this New Moon festival  
finally be over so that we can sell our grain, and 
this Sabbath day, so we can market our wheat? 
Then we will tamper with the scales, making the 
bushel-measure smaller and the shekel-weight 
bigger. And then we can make slaves of the 
poor, buying them for their debt of a piece of 
silver or a pair of sandals, and we will even get 
paid for moldy wheat.”YHWH, the Pride of Israel, 
has sworn: ‘’I will never forget what you have 
done!’  Amos 8:4-7 

      Indeed, [Heschel continued] the sort of crimes and 
even the amount delinquency that fill the prophets of 
Israel with dismay do not go beyond that which we 
regard as normal, as typical ingredients of social 
dynamics. To us, a single act of injustice—cheating in 
business, exploitation of the poor—is slight; to the 
prophets, a disaster. To us injustice is injurious to the 
welfare of the people; to the prophets, it is a 
deathblow to existence; to us, an episode; to them, a 
catastrophe, a threat to the world.  
     Heschel’s prose was incandescent. I found his ability 
to enter the consciousness of the prophets utterly 
remarkable. As a result, the voices of the prophets 
have both stirred and haunted me throughout my life. 
     In the following years I found myself especially 
drawn to Amos, the first of the literary prophets, who 
focused almost exclusively on the necessity for social 
justice. Amos seemed totally relevant to the political 
climate of the late 1960s. Indeed, the Reverend Martin 
Luther King, Jr., who became Heschel’s friend and 
colleague, often cited Amos’ words. The day before he 
was assassinated in 1968, King delivered a speech in 
support of the striking sanitation workers in Memphis, 
in which he said:    

"Somehow the preacher must have a kind of fire 
shut up in his bones. And whenever injustice is 
around he must tell it. Somehow the preacher must  
[continued on next page] 
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On the Origins of Kehilla (continued) 
 
be an Amos, who said, “When God speaks, who can 
but prophesy?” Again with Amos, “Let justice roll 
down like waters and righteousness like a mighty 
stream.”  

       In the late 1960s I taught classes about Amos and 
his message to both high school students and adults. I 
emphasized the prophet’s fiery denunciations of 
corruption, wealth, luxury, perversion of justice and 
superficial religion.  

       As I thought about starting a synagogue in the early 
1980s, the fierce voice of Amos called out to me. I felt 
that this radical prophet of justice simply had to be 
given a platform in a city like Berkeley, which had been 
strongly identified with rapid social change, civic 
unrest, and political upheaval in the 1960s and ‘70s. 
The political Left was still robust and there were 
moral/political issues— the Israel-Palestine conflict, 
nuclear weapons, central American refugees—that 
cried out to be dealt with from a prophetic religious 
perspective. 

 
Thank you for Your Generosity 

 

Bar/Bat Mitvah Program 
Susan Coto McKenna and Rafael Coto 

General Fund 
Jane Weisbin and Charles Reilly 

Nueva Esperanza Accompaniment Teams (NEAT) 
Hope Friedman 
Irene McPhail 

Carolyn Schour 
Herbert Salomon and Marcia Liberson 

Simone Masson 
Lisa Rothman 
Ralph Silber 

Sandy Vaughn 
And members of Kehilla's three Accompaniment Teams 

Rabbi's Discretionary Fund 
David Levine and Laurel Zien

All Congregants Deserve A Safe Home 

If you or anyone in your home is experiencing: 
     >Child abuse  
     >Elder abuse  
     >Dependent adult abuse  
     >Teen dating violence 
     >Intimate partner violence (domestic violence) 
    The Kehilla Committee Against Abuse (CAA), working along side the Spiritual Life Practices Committee (SLPC), is 
here to help you become or remain safe.   If you are experiencing any kind of abuse, please call: Steven Falk, long-
time Kehilla member, at (510) 708-0517; Julie Patrusky, experienced domestic violence counselor and long-time 
Kehilla member, at (510) 528-0299; or Rabbi David at (510) 547-2424 x103.   Call the Shalom Bayit (Peace in the 
Home) helpline for counseling and advocacy for teen dating violence and domestic violence issues at: (866) SHALOM-
7 (742-5667) toll-free within the Bay Area or (510) 451-7233 (SAFE) outside the Bay Area.
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September 2016 
Fri., Sept. 2, NO Kabbalat Shabbat service tonight. 
Please join us on Friday night, Sept 16.  

Sat., Sept 3, 10:30am, Elul Shabbat Service on the 
Marina – Rosh Chodesh. Yes, it is one month to go to 
Rosh Hashanah and at this special outdoor service on 
the Marina we will celebrate the New Moon of Elul 
which includes Hallel, the musical holiday celebration 
prayers, led by Beth Dickinson. Discussion led by Rabbi 
David on our High Holy Day theme on our how our 
work on immigration and refugees connects to our 
Jewish path. Check the website for location. Bring a 
chair with you and prepare to dress warmly. Kiddush to 
follow.  Please bring vegetarian finger foods to share, if 
you are able.  

Tues., Sept. 6, 7:30pm. Middle East Peace Committee 
Meeting. Back classroom. 

Wed., Sept. 7, 7:50am Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room. (Enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview.)  Doors open at 7:50 a.m., 
short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30, 
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. 

Wed., Sept. 7, 6:30pm  Spiritual Life Practices 
Committee Meeting.  Fireside Room. 

Thurs., Sept. 8, 4-6pm. Kehilla School. Please enter 
through the kitchen door. 

Thurs., Sept. 8, 6:30pm. "700 Benches: 
Experiencing Biblical Hebrew." Taught by Jenna Kemp 
First class of the series.. (See details on p. 10)  

Fri., Sept. 9, 6:30pm, Friday Night Peace Walk with 
Rabbi David and OCO. This is an easy opportunity to 
really be part of the movement for peace in our own 
community led by Oakland Community Organizations’ 
Ceasefire campaign. Rabbi David has affirmed to OCO 
that we will try to have at least ten Kehilla folk join him 
at these walks for community peace.. The campaign is 
many-sided, including the training and mobilization of 
neighborhood peace interveners, the retraining of 
police, and a weekly peace walk with local 
congregations to support a “culture of peace and 
healing” in neighborhoods at risk. Rabbi David reports 
that he has done this about 10 times and it is an 

especially nice way to meet people from across the 
spectrum of Oakland communities.Meet inside First 
Mt. Sinai Church, 1970 86th Ave. For info, call 510-606-
5064.    

Sat., Sept. 10, 10am. Chai Elul Shabbat and New 
Member Welcome. Join our “Bima Team” for a 
spirited, musical service as we immerse in the month of 
Elul and prepare for the High Holy Days. Our newest 
members will receive a special honor during the Torah 
service, and we’ll kick off the morning with Ketzev 
Kehilla, our prayerful percussion orchestra. Come one, 
come all! Children most welcome! Vegetarian potluck 
luncheon to follow. Please bring a vegetarian dish to 
share.  Kiddush also sponsored by Ruth Goldstone & 
James Eder in honor of Ruth's mother Merle S. 
Goldstone's yartzheit. 

Mon., Sept. 12, 7pm. Book Discussion Group. We will 
discuss The Fixer by Bernard Malamud. Fireside Room. 
(See p. 8 for details.) 

Mon., Sept. 12, 7:30pm. Conversion Group. Buber 
Room. (See p. 10 for details.) 

Tues., Sept. 13, 7pm. Generosity Committee meeting. 
Fireside Room. 

Wed., Sept. 14, 7:50am Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room. (Enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview.)  Doors open at 7:50 a.m., 
short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30, 
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. 

Thurs., Sept. 15, 4-6pm. Kehilla School. Please enter 
through the kitchen door. 

Thurs., Sept. 15, 6:30pm. "700 Benches: 
Experiencing Biblical Hebrew." Taught by Jenna Kemp. 
(See details on p. 10.)  

Fri., Sept. 16, 5:30-7:30pm Solar Lights for Gaza 
Fundraiser and Pre-Shabbat Potluck: This is a special 
pre-Shabbat Service gathering and potluck meal 
organized by Kehilla’s Greening Committee and Middle 
East Peace Committee. The purpose is to raise 
tzedakah for Rebuilding Alliance’s project to provide 
solar lights for the residents of Gaza where electricity is 

Kehilla Community Synagogue 
1300 Grand Avenue (at Fairview) 

Piedmont, CA  94610 
(510) 547-2424 

Please come fragrance-free to all Kehilla events, 
for the health of people with respiratory conditions 

and chemical sensitivities. 
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often available for only four or five hours in a day. This 
is especially needed by children who would otherwise 
study at night by hazardous candle or kerosene light. 
(See article p. 8 .) Guest speaker: Donna Baranski-
Walker, founder of Rebuilding Alliance. We will have a 
Potluck Dinner in the Social Hall starting at 5:30.  Please 
bring a vegetarian or fish dish to share.  

Fri., Sept. 16, 7:30pm, Kabbalat Shabbat with Hazzan 
Shulamit, Julie Nesnansky, and Beth Dickinson. Join us 
for a soulful and spirited musical evening to welcome in 
the joy and peace of Shabbat.  Kiddush to follow. 
Please bring veggie finger foods to share! 

Sat., Sept. 17, 10:30am, Elul Shabbat Service with our 
Chevra Kadisha, at Kehilla led by Rabbi David, Hazzan 
Shulamit, and Julie Nesnansky. Celebrating the 
completion of our “Sh’mira Readings Project.” Sh’mira 
is the ritual of staying with the body of the deceased in 
the period preceding the funeral during which the 
shomer (“guardian”) traditionally reads from the book 
of psalms. For our members when they do Sh’mira, 
Kehilla’s Chevra Kadisha has assembled readings from 
innovative and interpretive translations of the psalms 
some of which we will read at this service. We will have 
a short Torah reading that morning with one aliyah. 
Deuteronomy 22:6-12. If you want to chant this, email 
Rabbi David.  In the Fireside Room. Kiddush sponsored 
by the Chevra Kadisha. 

Sat., Sept. 17, 3:30-6:30pm. Kehilla High Holy Days Art 
Reception. Fireside Room and throughout the building. 
(See announcement, p.4 for details.) 

Sun., Sept. 18, 3:30-7pm. A Community Forum on the 
Movement for Black Lives Platform Study & 
Conversation. With Kehilla leaders, staff, and 
members.  (See article, p. 9 for details.) Buber Room. 

Sun., Sept. 18, 1- 3 pm, “We Are the Bridge” Exhibit 
Reception at Osher Marin JCC in San Rafael. Sponsored 
by the Faith Trio (Kehilla, Islamic Cultural Center, 
Montclair Presbyterian). Includes at least two artists 
who are Kehilla members, Lea Delson and Susan 
Freundlich. 200 North San Pedro Rd. San Rafael 94903. 

Sun., Sept. 18, 2pm.  Yoga for Renewal. Rooted in 
Jewish Mystical Teachings. With Julie Emden of Jewish 
LearningWorks.  Co-sponsored by Kehilla.  4th Street 
Yoga, 1809C 4th Street, Berkeley, CA 94710. $25 Public 
/$20 members of co-sponsoring organizations. 
Register: tinyurl.com/yoga918.  

Sun., Sept. 18, 4pm. "Drumming As Prayer" class with 
Debbie Fier. Fireside Room. (See p. _ for details.) 

Wed., Sept. 21, 7:50am Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room (Enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview)  Doors open at 7:50 a.m., 

short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30, 
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. 

Wed., Sept. 21, 7pm. "Drumming As Prayer" class with 
Debbie Fier. Fireside Room. (See p. 11 for details.) 

Thurs., Sept. 22, 4-6pm. Kehilla School. Please enter 
through the kitchen door. 

Thurs., Sept. 22, 6:30pm. "700 Benches: 
Experiencing Biblical Hebrew." Taught by Jenna Kemp. 
Back classroom, main floor. (See details on p. 10.)  

Fri., Sept. 23,  6:-9:00 Bar/Bat Mitzvah Shabbat 
Celebration: This evening is for all Bar Bat Mitzvah 
family members and is a required part of the BBM 
Program. Come to the synagogue to welcome in the 
new school year and the New Year with a festive 
Shabbat evening. We will begin with a short table 
service followed by a vegetarian potluck.   Fireside 
Room & Sanctuary. 

Fri., Sept. 23,  6:30pm Tot Shabbat.  For babies and 
children up to 5 years old (or older if they enjoy it) and 
their grown-ups. Led by Jen Miriam Kantor, Alon 
Altman and Jen’s puppet friends. Please bring a 
vegetarian potluck dish.  Social Hall. Childcare will be 
provided upon request. 

Sat., Sept. 24, No Shabbat Morning service – Join us 
tonight for Pre-Holy Days Ingathering. 

Sat., Sept. 24. The Bird of Many Colors: A Pre-Holy 
Days Ingathering: 7:15pm schmooze with 
refreshments in the Social Hall, program begins at 8pm.  
Gather with us one week before Rosh Hashanah, as we 
turn together toward the Days of Awe. This year, rather 
than observing Selichot with a service, all are welcome 
to an evening of community, music, stories, meditation 
and reflection.  Join us in the social hall for a little nosh 
and socializing, followed by a program led by the 
Kehilla spiritual leadership and musical prayer leaders, 
as we focus our awareness and maybe set some 
intention for our experience of the holy days.   If you 
are new to Kehilla, or to Kehilla’s observance of the 
High Holydays, this evening is a lovely way to begin the 
experience.  If you’re accustomed to the Selichot 
services of the last few years, you’ll find a similar 
opportunity in this program for settling into intention 
and reflection. 

Sun., Sept. 25, 8:15am-4pm, ROPES course for Bar/Bat 
Mitzvah Students. Students will carpool together to 
the spectacular Fort Miley for a day of fun, adventure 
and an exploration of team building activities. BBM 
families will receive more information about this in the 
mail. 
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Sun., Sept. 25, 1:15-3:30 pm. Interfaith Environmental 
Activity with the Faith Trio (Kehilla, Islamic Cultural 
Center, Montclair Presbyterian). This interfaith activity 
involves removing non-native plants in Joaquin Miller 
Park. Four more volunteers from Kehilla are still 
needed. To volunteer, call Lea Delson 510-528-6725. 

Sun., Sept. 25, 9am. Joyfully Jewish for 
Kindergarteners. Back classroom, main floor. 

Sun., Sept. 25, 5pm. "Mrs. Reiff and the Counterfeit 
Shop," a staged play reading by Stephanie Anne 
Johnson. Sponsored by Kehilla. A touching portrait of 
the friendship between a Black teenager and a 
Holocaust survivor in the 1960s.(See details, p. 6.) 

Tues., Sept. 27, 6:45pm. (Dinner at 6:15)  Board of 
Trustees Meeting. All are welcome. Fireside  Room. 

Wed., Sept. 28, 7:50am Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room. (Enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview.)  Doors open at 7:50 a.m., 
short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30, 
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. 

Thurs., Sept. 29, 4-6pm. Kehilla School. Please enter 
through the kitchen door. 

Thurs., Sept. 29, 6:30pm. "700 Benches: 
Experiencing Biblical Hebrew." Taught by Jenna Kemp. 
Back classroom, main floor. (See details on p. 10.)  

Fri., Sept. 30.  No Services. 
 

October 2016 
Sat., Oct. 1, 10:30am, Elul Shabbat Service at Kehilla 
with Sharon Grodin and Julie Nesnanksy, a smaller 
service in the Fireside Room, with music and reflection.   
  
Sun., Oct. 2, 6:30pm, Erev Rosh Hashanah services at 
Scottish Rite Center, 1547 Lakeside Drive, Oakland.  For 
both adults and children, start at 6:30pm. Sermon by 
Rabbi Dev.  
 
Mon., Oct. 3. Rosh Hashanah services. SERVICES WILL 
END before 12:45! at Scottish Rite Center, 1547 
Lakeside Drive, Oakland. Our leaders are determined to 
conclude the service  in time for tashlich and lunch at a 
reasonable hour. 
8:30 – 9:15am. Silent Meditation Space - 3rd Floor 
9:30am – 12:40pm. Main Rosh Hashanah Morning 
Service, beginning with Ketzev Kehilla with Kehilla’s 
Spiritual Leaders, Hazzan Shulamit and our Musical 
Prayer Leaders 
10:00 – 11:15am. Family and Youth Service with Rabbi 
Dev Noily, Sandra Razieli, Natalie Boskin, and Musical 

Prayer Leader Beth Dickinson and surprise guests! 
Children, teens and adults welcome. 

10:15 - 11:15am. Rosh Hashanah Toddler Services with 
Jen Miriam and Alon Altman. Geared towards babies, 
tots, and kids up to 5 years olds and their grown ups or 
families. 
12:45-12:55pm, Tashlich at Lake Merritt (across the 
street from services) with Rabbi David. 

 Tues., Oct. 4, 9:30am-12:30pm, Second Day Rosh 
Hashanah Services at Kehilla, 1300 Grand Avenue, 
Piedmont, with Rabbi Chaya Gusfield and Eve Decker. 
Kehilla Sanctuary. Receive the replenishment of 
contemplative song, story, and silence. Rabbi Chaya 
Gusfield and Buddhist teacher and musician Eve Decker 
use the beautiful complement of Jewish and Buddhist 
teachings, music, and spiritual practices to delve deeply 
into the essence of this holy day. A more intimate 
service for the second day. 

Wed., Oct. 5, 7:50am Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room. (Enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview.)  Doors open at 7:50 a.m., 
short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30, 
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. 

Wed., Oct. 5, 6:30pm. Spiritual Life Practices 
Committee meeting. Fireside Room. 

Wed., Oct. 5, 7:30pm. Middle East Peace Committee 
Meeting. Fireside Room. 

Thurs., Oct. 6. No Kehilla School. 

Fri., Oct. 7, 7:30pm. NO Kabbalat Shabbat services. 
Please join us for Shabbat Shuva on Saturday morning, 
Oct 8. Our next Kabbalat Shabbat service with Hazzan 
Shulamit will be on November 4.   

Sat., Oct. 8, 10:30am. Shabbat Shuva Service at 
Kehilla.  Join Howard Hamburger and Julie Nesnansky 
for the special Shabbat service situated within the Ten 
Days of Awe. We take the themes of the High Holydays 
and we explore them in the context of Shabbat in a 
smaller service context. Kiddush sponsored by Beth 
Weinberger in memory of her mother, Frieda 
Weinberger, and by Amy Bat Tzipora in memory of her 
beloved Bubbies, Zaydies, mother and father. 

Mon., Oct. 10, 7pm.  Book Discussion Group.  We will 
discuss Mystics of Mile End by Sigal Samuel. Fireside 
Room. 

Tues., Oct. 11, 6:30pm. Kol Nidre Service (for grown 
ups) at Scottish Rite Center, 1547 Lakeside Drive, 
Oakland. Judaism’s most cherished prayer sung once a 
year, Kol Nidre, kicks off a day of collective 
introspection. Sermon by Rabbi David. 
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 Tues., Oct. 11, 6:30pm. Family Kol Nidre Service (for 
children and family) at Kehilla, 1300 Grand Avenue, 
Piedmont Led by Rabbi Dev Noily & Lior Ben-Hur.  
Geared toward children ages 6-12.  Children of all ages 
and adults welcome. 

Tues., Oct. 11, 6:30pm, Toddler Kol Nidre Service (for 
babies and tots) at Kehilla, 1300 Grand Avenue, 
Piedmont Led by Jen Miriam and Alon Altman.  A 
musical, spiritual journey geared toward kids up to 5 
years old and their grown ups.  

Wed., Oct. 12. Yom Kippur Morning Services 
at Scottish Rite Center, 1547 Lakeside Drive, Oakland 
8:30am- 9:15am, Silent Meditation Space 
9:30am,  Main Yom Kippur Morning Service 
10:00am- 11:00am, Youth Services  (6th - 8th grades) 

 Wed., Oct. 12. Yom Kippur Afternoon/Evening 
Services & Activities at Kehilla, 1300 Grand Avenue, 
Piedmont 
2:00- 4:30pm Drop off potluck offerings at Kehilla (or 
bring them at 7:45pm) 
2:30-3:30 pm Workshops 
4:30 pm Yizkor (Remembrance of those who died) 
5:15 pm Rabbi Burt sermon, Healing Service & 
Dukhanen (Priestly blessings) 
6:30 pm Ne’ila (Closing the Gates) 
8:00pm-9:30pm Community Pot Luck Break-Fast at 
Kehilla. Please bring a vegetarian main dish to share. 
Food can be dropped off at Kehilla between 2:00 & 
4:30 p.m., or at 7:45 p.m. 

Thurs., Oct. 13. No Kehilla School. 

Fri., Oct. 14, 6:30pm, Friday Night Peace Walk with 
OCO. Usually Rabbi David is on these walks but may be 
out of town this weekend. But Kehilla people have 
been coming, so it would be great to continue to have 
our shul’s participation in David’s absence. This is an 
easy opportunity to really be part of the movement for 
peace in our own community led by Oakland 
Community Organizations’ Ceasefire campaign. The 
campaign is many-sided including the training and 
mobilization of neighborhood peace interveners, the 
retraining of police, and a weekly peace walk with local 
congregations to support a “culture of peace and 
healing” in neighborhoods at risk. The neighbors there 
support these walks and it has always been peaceful 
and friendly. It’s a nice way to meet people from across 
the spectrum of Oakland communities who support 
Ceasefire efforts. Meet inside First Mt. Sinai Church, 
1970 86th Ave. For info, call 510-606-5064.   

Sat. Oct. 15, 10:30am. Shabbat Service with Sharon 
Grodin and Beth Dickinson. As we read the poem that 
comprises parashat Haazinu (Deuteronomy 32), we can 

see the influence of the theology of the prophets on 
this chapter. Of course, the prophets were centuries 
after Moses, so this is a much later insert into the 
Torah with a very different way of seeing God. What 
was this theology and how does it connect to later 
Jewish spirituality and to our social activism today? We 
will especially look at Deuteronomy 32:37-40. Kiddush 
to follow. Bring a veggy potluck dish to share. Fireside 
Room. 

Sun., Oct. 16, 11am-1pm. Kehilla Neighborhood 
Brunches. 

Sun., Oct. 16, 5:30pm. Chai Mitzvah Group. Back 
classroom, main floor.   (See details, p. 11.)  

Mon., Oct. 17, 7-9pm. Community Discussion of Ballot 
Propositions and Local Measures.  Sponsored by the 
Economic Justice Committee, the Greening Committee 
and Anti-Death Penalty Action Group. Social Hall. (See 
article, p. 17.) 

Mon., Oct. 17, 6:30pm. "Elements of Magical Judaism" 
class. Taught by Jude Elfe & Jonathan Furst. Sanctuary.  
(See p. 12 for details.) 

Wed., Oct. 19, 7:50am Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room. (Enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview.)  Doors open at 7:50 a.m., 
short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30, 
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. 

Wed., Oct. 19, 7pm. Economic Justice Committee 
Meeting. Social Hall. 

Thurs., Oct. 20, 4-6pm. Kehilla School. Please enter 
through the kitchen door. 

Fri., Oct. 21, 6:30pm, Sukkot Shabbat Friday Evening 
Potluck in the Sukkah. Bring the whole family and join 
us for a Sukkot dinner in the Sukkah (and/or Social 
Hall). This is not a ritual-heavy event – our major 
purpose is to celebrate and be happy, which is the very 
purpose the Torah describes for the holiday. We’ll do a 
few blessings, then a potluck dinner, conversation, 
perhaps a chance for kids to make sukkah decorations, 
and then, as you choose to, do the ritual of blessing the 
lulav palm frond and shaking in blessing to all the 
world’s directions with Rabbi David. At Kehilla 
Remember: Bring a veggy potluck dish to share and be 
joyous. 

Sat., Oct. 22, 10:30am. Sukkot Shabbat with Special 
Procession.  Appropriate for everyone in the family. 
Join Rabbi David & Julie Nesnansky as we celebrate 
Sukkot with a joyous musical service and processions 
(“hakafot”) with lulav followed by Kiddush in the 
sukkah. Bring veggie finger food to share. 
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Mon. Oct. 24. Simchat Torah Celebration at Chochmat 
HaLev  2215 Prince St., Berkeley at Fulton. 
Join with all the Bay Area Renewal communities for a 
night of sacred and ecstastic dancing to live music and 
special Torah chanting to celebrate the conclusion of 
our High Holy Day journey.    
6:00pm  Special Kids Celebration with Jen Miriam and 
Alon Altman, dance and sing around the Torah with  
puppets, music and friends 
6:30pm Vegetarian potluck dinner 
7:00 pm Maariv, Dancing and Torah service with the 
Shirat HaLev Musicians 
9:30 pm- Kiddush and refreshments 
Donation:  Members of participating organizations: 
$15-10   General Public $20-15   Children: $5 

Tues., Oct. 25, 6:45pm. (Dinner at 6:15)  Board of 
Trustees Meeting. All are welcome. Fireside  Room. 

Wed., Oct. 26, 7:50am Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room. (Enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview.)  Doors open at 7:50 a.m., 
short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30, 
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. 

Wed., Oct. 26, 7pm. A Class in the Poetic Word. Taught 
by Lenore Weiss. Fireside Room. (See p. 12 for details.) 

Thurs., Oct. 27, 4-6pm.  Kehilla School. Please enter 
through the kitchen door. 

Thurs., Oct. 27, 6:30pm. "700 Benches: 
Experiencing Biblical Hebrew." Taught by Jenna Kemp. 
(See details on p. 10)  

Fri., Oct. 28, 6:30pm, Tot Shabbat. For children up to 5 
years old (or older if they enjoy it) and their grown-ups. 
Led by Jen Miriam Kantor, Alon Altman and Jen’s 
puppet friends. Please bring a vegetarian potluck dish. 
In the Social Hall. 

Sat., Oct 29, 10:30am.  Shabbat Service and Torah 
Study with Rabbi David and Beth Dickinson. Here we go 
again! We are starting the Torah anew from the first 
parasha of the Torah. We will be looking at the mythic 
Garden of Eden story and how it has been 
reinterpreted in traditional and modern midrash (such 
as by Lilith Magazine and John Steinbeck). During the 
service, rather than chanting the Torah we will study 

and discuss Chapter 3 of Genesis. Followed by Kiddush. 
Bring veggie finger food to share. 

Sat., Oct.29, 9am. 30th annual Harmony Walk/Run to 
End Homelessness in Richmond, hosted by the Greater 
Richmond Interfaith Program (GRIP). Check-in 9:30am. 
Walk begins 10:30am.The web address with a link to 
our team page & further details will be provided in the 
Kehilla weekly e-mails. You can walk or run for as 
much, or as little, a distance as you want.  And, there 
will be a festival in the park after the walk. (See 
announcement, p. 14.) 

Sun., Oct. 30, 2:30-5:00, (1) Nuts and Bolts Workshop 
for Parents & (2) Interactive Discussion with Shalom 
Bayit for Bar/Bat Mitzvah Students 
(1) is required for parents, (2) is highly recommended 
for Students 
   Parents who have previously gone through the 
program will be coming to and share their nuts and 
bolts experiences about planning for the whole year, 
including sharing details about how to keep things 
organized, as well as kiddush and party planning. 
Simultaneously, Zephira Derblich-Milea from Shalom 
Bayit will be presenting her award-winning workshop, 
“Love Shouldn’t Hurt.” www.shalom-bayit.org/teen 
In this workshop, students will have the opportunity to 
learn and discuss about how to build and maintain 
healthy relationships.    
For questions or to request childcare for BBM related 
activities, contact sandra@kehillasynagogue.org.  

Mon., Oct. 31, 6:30-9:30pm. "Elements of Magical 
Judaism" class. Taught by Jude Elfe & Jonathan Furst. 
Sanctuary.  (See p. 12 for details.) 

Sat., Nov. 5, 6:45pm. Annual Harvest Dinner of the 
Faith Trio (Kehilla, Islamic Cultural Center, Montclair 
Presbyterian). Come early at 6:15 if you would like to 
be present at the Muslim evening prayer. Followed by 
multi-faith blessings before dinner. Designated potluck: 
Kehilla members bring veggy salads (fish okay). 
Muslims, Jews and Christians eating together and an 
opportunity to discuss the subject of the evening: 
Solidarity: A Spiritual Necessity. At the Islamic Cultural 
Center, 1433 Madison Street, Oakland. 
 

 
  

http://www.shalom-bayit.org/teen
mailto:sandra@kehillasynagogue.org.
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Kehilla Community Synagogue 
Please use the following number for all staff:  (510) 547-2424 

Co-Rabbi, David J. Cooper 
Rabbidavid@kehillasynagogue.org 

Co-Rabbi, Dev Noily  
RabbiDev@kehillasynagogue.org 

Executive Director,  Michael Saxe-Taller 
Michael@kehillasynagogue.org 

Managing Director, Beth Bittle 
Beth@kehillasynagogue.org 

Hazzan Shulamit Wise Fairman 
Shulamit@kehillasynagogue.org 

Bar/Bat Mitvzah Program Director, Sandra Razieli 
Sandra@kehillasynagogue.org 

Founding Rabbi, Burt Jacobson   (510) 283-5704 
RabBurt@earthlink.net 
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Communications Coordinator,  
Sasha Gottfried 
Sasha@kehillasynagogue.org 

Youth Programs Coordinator,  
Natalie Boskin  
Natalie@kehillasynagogue.org 

Bookkeeper, Molly Melamed 
Molly@kehillasynagogue.org 

Events Line: 

Fax: (510) 547-2442 

Chevra Kadisha: 
Jane Hoberman: 510-843-6047 

Committee Against Abuse: 
Steven Falk: 510-339-0517 

Spiritual Life Practices Committee Chair:  
Shoshana Finacom 
Spirituallife@kehillasynagogue.org 

x100 

 

x107 

 

x102 

x216 

mailto:Rabbidavid@kehillasynagogue.org
mailto:RabbiDev@kehillasynagogue.org
mailto:Michael@kehillasynagogue.org
mailto:Beth@kehillasynagogue.org
mailto:Shulamit@kehillasynagogue.org
mailto:Sandra@kehillasynagogue.org
mailto:RabBurt@earthlink.net
mailto:Sasha@kehillasynagogue.org
mailto:Natalie@kehillasynagogue.org
mailto:Molly@kehillasynagogue.org
mailto:Spirituallife@kehillasynagogue.org


 30 

 

 
Kehilla Community Synagogue 

1300 Grand Avenue                                   

Piedmont CA  94610      

                  
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

 

 
 



1 

 

       
 
 
                                      

              High Holy Days 5777/2016 
                     Seeking Shelter in the Days of Awe:  
            Immigrants and Refugees, Longing and Home 
                                                    by Rabbi Dev Noily 

     In March of this year a 
group of Kehilla members 
working on immigration 
issues called a meeting to 
connect people in our 
community who are involved 

in all kinds of work and service with immigrants and 
refugees, and the laws and policies affecting them. 
    Here are some of the ways people who came to the 
meeting are engaged: 

 Working with Nueva Esperanza to form 
accompaniment teams who provide direct 
support to newly arrived Central American 
immigrants; 

 Supporting LGBT refugees through the Jewish 
Family and Community Services of the East 
Bay LGBT refugee resettlement program ; 

 Working with Jewish Voice for Peace doing 
neighborhood canvassing focused on 
welcoming refugees and ending Muslim 
profiling; 

 Participating in monthly vigils at the ICE West 
County Detention Facility to support 
immigrant detainees and their families; 

 Exploring Kehilla's potential to be a sanctuary 
synagogue for those who face deportation; 

 Providing legal or counseling services to 
immigrants; 

 Providing direct or financial support for Syrian 
and other refugees in Europe, through the 
Hebrew Immigrant Aid Society (HIAS) and 
other agencies; 

 Working with the East Bay Interfaith 
Immigration Coalition; 

 Providing support to Syrian refugees coming 
to the U.S. 

    I left that meeting inspired and moved by the 
incredible energy among people in the Kehilla 
community.  There are so many ways that so many 
people are supporting immigrants and refugees, 

fighting against deportations and human rights 
abuses, and advocating for policy changes that reflect 
our commitment to welcome people who are fleeing 
war, persecution and social and economic turmoil.   
    One thing that came up at the meeting was the 
need to let more people know about the work that’s 
happening, and to help more people join in.  How 
could we get word out about where contributions are 
needed and how people contribute—whether 
someone has an occasional few hours or dollars to 
give, or has housing to share, or can offer an ongoing 
gift of time? 
    When the Spiritual Leadership team (Rabbi David, 
Hazzan Shulamit, Avi Rose, Rabbi Burt, Howard 
Hamburger, Sandra Razieli, Sharon Grodin and myself) 
met to consider our theme for this year’s High Holy 
Days, “immigrants and refugees” emerged as a 
compelling choice.  We saw at least a trio of 
interconnected reasons to dig into this ground:  (1) the 
urgent humanitarian and justice issues underlying the 
unprecedented migration underway, (2) the energy 
already flowing in Kehilla to address the crises, and (3) 
the potential for our coming together for High Holy 
Days to help more people respond to the crises.  
    One more reason to let ourselves be guided by this 
theme is its profoundly rich spiritual terrain.  
Experiences of seeking refuge, migrating, yearning for 
home and offering harbor and kindness to those 
fleeing from danger open up the big questions that all 
of us sometimes face in moments of stillness.  What is 
the sense of disorientation, separateness or apartness 
that we sometimes feel? How do we come to be at 
home in the world and in ourselves? What is our 
longing for connection and at-one-ment—where does 
it come from, and where can it lead us? What are our 
personal and communal histories of migration and 
how do they shape us? How can we move toward 
harmony and balance between our unique individual 
experience and our shared connection to all that is? 

[continued on p. 19]
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Renew Your Membership Now! 
    Kehilla members in good standing will automatically 

receive complimentary admission to High Holy Day 
services when you renew your membership for 2015-16.  

Your admission to High Holy Day services will be your 
name at the door, along with your name tag.  

    To renew your membership, please visit our website at 
www.KehillaSynagogue.org.     

 

Discounts 
On First-Time Membership 

    We are offering a discount on membership dues 
through December 1, 2016. Dues are $200 for Adults 
under 30, and $660 for Adults 30 and over, and will 
include tickets to all High Holy Day services. Conversely, 
any payment made for High Holy Day tickets can be 
applied to the cost of membership. Payment plans can be 
arranged. 

   Visit the website at www.KehillaSynagogue.org and 
click on “JOIN” for more information, or  contact Sasha at 
(510) 547-2424 x100 or Sasha@KehillaSynagogue.org.   

 

 

High Holy Day Tickets  
for the General Public 

Tickets to services  for the general public can be 
ordered on the website at 

http://kehillasynagogue.org/highholydays/  

Tickets will also be available 
 for purchase at the door. 

High Holy Days Schedule 
The Bird of Many Colors:  

A Pre-Holy Days Ingathering 
Saturday, September 24  

Social hour at 7:15, Program at 8pm 

Erev Rosh Hashanah at Scottish Rite Center  
Sunday, October 2, 6:30pm  

Rosh Hashanah at Scottish Rite Center  
Monday, October 3, 9:30am  

Rosh Hashanah Family & Youth Service 
 at Scottish Rite Center 
Monday, October 3, 10am 

Rosh Hashanah Toddler Services 
at Scottish Rite Center 

Monday, October 3, 10:15am 

Second Day Rosh Hashanah at Kehilla  
Tuesday, October 4, 9:30am 

Shabbat Shuvah at Kehilla 
Saturday, October 8, 10:30am 

Kol Nidre at Scottish Rite Center 
 Tuesday, October 11, 6:30pm  

Kol Nidre Family Service at Kehilla  
Tuesday, October 11, 6:30pm 

Kol Nidre Toddler Service at Kehilla  
Tuesday, October 11, 6:30pm 

Yom Kippur Day at Scottish Rite Center  
Wednesday, October 12, 9:30am  

Yom Kippur Youth Service for 6th-8th Graders 
at Scottish Rite Center 

Wednesday, October 12, 10am 

Yom Kippur Afternoon/Evening at Kehilla 
Wednesday, October 12 

2:00-4:30pm: Drop off potluck offerings* 
2:30-3:30pm: Workshops 

 4:30pm: Yizkor (Remembrance) 
5:15pm: Rabbi Burt Teaching, Healing Service & Dukhanen  

6:30pm: Ne’ila (Closing the Gates) 
8pm: Community Potluck Break-fast 

*Please bring a vegetarian main dish to share. Food can be 
dropped off at Kehilla between 2:00 & 4:30pm or at 7:45pm 

 

 

KKeehhiillllaa  HHiigghh  HHoollyy  DDaayyss  
22001166//55777777 

http://www.KehillaSynagogue.org.
http://www.KehillaSynagogue.org
mailto:Sasha@KehillaSynagogue.org.
http://kehillasynagogue.org/highholydays/
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Executively Speaking  
A New Year: Looking Ahead 

                                         by Michael Saxe-Taller, Executive Director 
      

       It is again that time of the Jewish 
cycle when we reflect on the past year    
and imagine the one that is coming.   
     This year, my first full Jewish year at 
Kehilla, was filled with important 

moments and solid growth for us as a congregation. We 
finished the year a stronger, more cohesive community. 
We have increased our membership, solidified our 
finances, updated our technology, prepared for an 
upcoming rabbinic transition and developed even more 
committed congregant leaders (for specifics, see my June 
Kol Kehilla article at http://kehillasynagogue.org/oh-
what-a-year/. I think we can be proud of all that we did 
to strengthen our community and to make constructive 
change in the communities around us. 
     I am jazzed for the year that is coming up. We enter 
the year planted on firm ground,  prepared to face the 
next important set of challenges for us as a community. I 
think these include: 
     Caring for our building – Our physical home is in need 
of some significant repair. In addition, we want our 
building to be more accessible and more welcoming to 
our own community and to those who join us.  
     Completing our Rabbinic transition – Rabbis David and 
Dev will be serving as Co-Rabbis for this year until the  

 
next stage of the transition occurs in July 2017. We will 
have many chances to appreciate Rabbi David for his 
years of work and to prepare for Rabbi Dev’s step into 
the senior rabbinic role. We will also be searching for a 
dynamic new Director of Kehilla School to join our Kehilla 
leadership team.  
     Addressing the issues of a growing community – 
Kehilla grew by 25 member households in the past year 
and we have reason to think that we will continue to 
grow this year as well. We will need to put attention to 
welcoming our new members, as well as to how we 
maintain our intimacy and individual care while we grow. 
     Thinking about our next 5-10 years – As our present 
day situation has become stable, we now have the 
opportunity to image our future as a congregation and to 
strategize and prioritize the steps that will get us there.    
The Kehilla Board and many of our other committees will 
have opportunities to do this kind of thinking. 
     I am excited for the opportunity to engage with you 
this year on these issues and on the many other aspects 
of Kehilla life.  
     May we all have a sweet year of working, building, 
growing and celebrating together as a community. 
L’Shana Tova

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

It's Membership Renewal Time! 

    It is time again for you to renew your annual Kehilla dues pledge. 

     We are excited to have a new membership renewal and registration process, a result of another one of our 
year’s major accomplishments - a new, upgraded database. We now have one form that is used for membership 
renewals, new memberships and religious school registrations. The form will combine all fees and allow you to 
set up a payment plan. We will also be able to automatically update your contact information into the database.  

     We strongly encourage everyone to renew their membership electronically. If you need a paper registration 
form, please contact Sasha Gottfried at 510-547-2424 x100 or Sasha@kehillasynagogue.org  

     You have recently received a letter and a couple of emails outlining the renewal/registration process. You can 
access the renewal/registration form by going to the to the Kehilla website or to the link in the renewal emails.  

     We deeply appreciate your membership in this community and look forward to another year together! 

  

http://kehillasynagogue.org/oh-
mailto:Sasha@kehillasynagogue.org
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Chai Elul Shabbat & 
New Member Welcome 

Saturday, September 10, 10am 

      Join our “Bima Team” for a spirited, musical service as 
we immerse in the month of Elul and prepare for the High 
Holy Days. Our newest members will receive a special 
honor during the Torah service, and we’ll kick off the 
morning with Ketzev Kehilla, our prayerful percussion 
orchestra. Come one, come all! Children most welcome! 
Vegetarian potluck luncheon to follow. Please bring a 
vegetarian dish to share.  Kiddush also sponsored by Ruth 
Goldstone & James Eder in honor of Ruth's mother Merle 
S. Goldstone's yartzheit. 

 

Solar Lights for Gaza Fundraiser & 
 Pre-Shabbat Potluck 

Friday, September 16, 5:30pm 
     This is a special pre-Shabbat Service gathering and 
potluck meal organized by Kehilla’s Greening Committee 
and Middle East Peace Committee. The purpose is to raise 
tzedakah for Rebuilding Alliance’s project to provide solar 
lights for the residents of Gaza where electricity is often 
available for only four or five hours in a day. This is 
especially needed by children who would otherwise study 
at night by hazardous candle or kerosene light. Guest 
speaker: Donna Baranski-Walker, founder of Rebuilding 
Alliance. We will have a Potluck Dinner in the Social Hall 
starting at 6:00.  Please bring a vegetarian or fish dish to 
share.  Followed by Kabbalat Shabbat Service at 7:30. (See 
article, p. 8.) 

 

Elul Shabbat Service with  
the Chevra Kadisha 

Saturday, September 17, 10:30am 

     Led by Rabbi David, Hazzan Shulamit, and Julie 
Nesnansky. Celebrating the completion of our “Sh’mira 
Readings Project.” Sh’mira is the ritual of staying with the 
body of the deceased in the period preceding the funeral 
during which the shomer (“guardian”) traditionally reads 
from the book of psalms. For our members, when they do 
Sh’mira, Kehilla’s Chevra Kadisha has assembled readings 
from innovative and interpretive translations of the psalms, 
some of which we will read at this service. We will have a 
short Torah reading that morning with one aliyah. 
Deuteronomy 22:6-12. If you want to chant this, email 
Rabbi David.  In the Fireside Room. Kiddush sponsored by 
the Chevra Kadisha. 

A Community Forum on the  
Movement for Black Lives Platform 

Study & Conversation 
Sunday September 18, 3:30 – 7:00pm 

     Join us as we come together to study the 
platform as a community and to listen deeply to 
what the Movement’s leaders are saying. Rabbi 
David, Rabbi Dev, Hazzan Shulamit, and Rabbi Burt 
have endorsed the Movement for Black Lives 
Platform as individuals.  We invite you to read the 
entire platform, either ahead of time or at the 
Forum.   
    Our intention is to create a community forum 
that centers the Platform’s demands for racial and 
economic justice, while making space for the 
complex emotional responses that may arise for us 
in relationship to Jewish identity, racial identity and 
all the aspects of ourselves that make each of us 
who we are. 
    ( See article on p. 9 for details.)  

Kehilla High Holy Days Art Reception 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Saturday, September 17, 3:30-6:30pm 

     Kehilla is honored to present a group show 
reflecting this year’s High Holy Days theme of 
Immigrants. Refugees. Longing. Home. For the first 
time, Kehilla will be using art to deepen our 
individual and collective connection to the High Holy 
Days. 
     Over 20 Kehilla members have contributed more 
than 30 pieces, including sketches, paintings, mixed 
media, ceramics, photos, and narrative. The work is 
both beautiful and powerful. We invite you to join us 
at the artists’ reception.  Thanks to the talent and 
generosity of our congregation, art will be displayed 
not only in the Fireside Room but throughout the 
synagogue. Light refreshments will be served. We 
look forward to seeing you there! 
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A Gym for Writers 
     Have you always wanted to explore writing and 
other writers, but need a supportive environment 
to get the ink going? Here's an open invitation for 
all those who'd like to discuss forming a Jewish-
based writing group. 
     The possibilities might include — a place where 
we can generate new writing based on prompts 
and other self-starters, exchange information 
about our favorite Jewish writers and poets, read 
together, or something else.  
      If interested, please contact Lenore Weiss at 
webcontentlw@gmail.com  with "Gym for 
Writers"  in the subject line.   

Yoga for Renewal: 
Rooted in Jewish Mystical Teachings 

with Julie Emden of Jewish LearningWorks 

 

Sunday, September 18, 2:00-4:00pm 

     Integrate, mind, body, heart and spirit. Enhance 
your practices for living in balance and wellness with 
this gentle, grounded Iyengar-based yoga and 
movement practice infused with themes of 
realignment and renewal for the Jewish New Year. 

     Location:  4th Street Yoga, 1809 4th St., Berkeley 
     Cost:  $25.   Register: yogasept20.eventbrite.com 

     Co-sponsored by 4th Street Yoga, Chochmat HaLev, 
Congregation Netivot Shalom, Kehilla Community 

Synagogue, Temple Sinai Oakland. 

     Contact: jemden@jewishlearningworks.org 
About Julie Emden:  Julie directs the Embodied Jewish 
Learning Initiative at Jewish LearningWorks. A graduate of 
five fellowship and certification programs related to her 
work as a Jewish Educator and as a Yoga, Movement and 
Dance Instructor, Julie holds a BA from the University of 
Michigan. She holds teaching certifications in Iyengar-
based yoga from the Yoga Room in Berkeley, in Yoga and 
Jewish Spirituality from Elat Chayyim Center for Jewish 
Spirituality, and in Movement-based Expressive Arts from 
Tamalpa Institute.  

 “We Are the Bridge” Exhibit Reception 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Sunday, September 18, 1- 3 pm 
     This exhibit showcases works by artists of multiple 
faith traditions, and is sponsored by the Faith Trio 
(Kehilla, Islamic Cultural Center, and Montclair 
Presbyterian).  It includes a large selection from the 
May 2015 interfaith exhibition held at the Islamic 
Cultural Center of Northern California. Kehilla artists 
Tamar Raine, Susan Freundlich and Lea Delson are 
represented in this exhibit, along with many other 
wonderful artists.  Free Reception with Music. 

 At Osher Marin JCC  
 200 North San Pedro Rd. San Rafael 

 
Mission Dolores Window by Lea Delson 

 

The Bird of Many Colors: 
A Pre-Holy Days Ingathering 

Saturday, September 24 
Shmooze: 7:15pm  Program: 8pm 

     Gather with us one week before Rosh Hashanah, as 
we turn together toward the Days of Awe. This year, 
rather than observing Selichot with a service, all are 
welcome to an evening of community, music, stories, 
meditation and reflection.  

      Join us in the social hall for a little nosh and 
socializing, followed by a program led by the Kehilla 
spiritual leadership and musical prayer leaders, as we 
focus our awareness and maybe set some intention for 
our experience of the holy days.   If you are new to 
Kehilla, or to Kehilla’s observance of the High Holydays, 
this evening is a lovely way to begin the experience.  If 
you’re accustomed to the Selichot services of the last 
few years, you’ll find a similar opportunity in this 
program for settling into intention and reflection. 

 

mailto:webcontentlw@gmail.com
mailto:jemden@jewishlearningworks.org
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"Mrs. Reiff And The Counterfeit Shop" 
by Stephanie Anne Johnson 

A Staged Play Reading 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Sunday, September 25, 5pm 

     We are delighted to present a staged reading of 
Stephanie Anne Johnson’s newest play. This 
autobiographical portrait begins when teenaged 
Stephanie looks into the window of an art store in 
Englewood, New Jersey. 
      Welcomed by Mrs. Reiff, the owner of the 
Counterfeit Shop, they develop a decades long 
friendship which transcends age, culture, race, and 
religion. There are flashbacks to highlight this 
historical moment on the East Coast when Black 
people and Jewish people shared common cause in 
the quest for social justice. A surprising cultural 
intersection is revealed at the end of the play. 
      Susan Felix, Bruce Bierman, and Stephanie Anne 
Johnson will be the readers. Bruce Bierman will lead 
participants in Jewish dance before an open 
discussion of this play in development.   
     People of all ages are welcome to attend this 
event.  Admission is free. Donations for the actors 
and technician will be gratefully accepted. 

In the Sanctuary 

 

Sukkot Shabbat: 
Friday Evening Potluck in the Sukkah 

 
Friday, October 21, 6:30pm 

    Bring the whole family and join us for a Sukkot 
dinner in the Sukkah (and/or Social Hall). This is not a 
ritual-heavy event – our major purpose is to 
celebrate and be happy which is the very purpose 
the Torah describes for the holiday. We’ll do a few 
blessings, then a potluck dinner, conversation, 
perhaps a chance for kids to make sukkah 
decorations, and then, as you choose to, do the ritual 
of blessing the lulav palm frond and shaking in 
blessing to all the world’s directions with Rabbi 
David.   Remember: Bring a veggie potluck dish to 
share and be joyous! (Fish okay, but no shellfish, 
please.) 

 

Annual Harvest Dinner of the Faith Trio 
“Solidarity: A Spiritual Necessity”  

 

 
Saturday evening, November 5 

 
6:15 Come early if you would like to be present at the 
Muslim evening service 
6:45 Multi-Faith Blessings, Potluck Dinner (see below) 
and Conversation 
 
     The Faith Trio is an alliance of Kehilla Community 
Synagogue, Islamic Cultural Center of Northern 
California, and Montclair Presbyterian Church. Every 
year we hold an autumn gathering. Often we have a 
theme for discussion at the tables. The opening 
question this year: “What is your earliest memory of an 
experience where you met someone from another 
religious background?” Our discussions will focus on 
the spiritual necessity for interfaith solidarity.  
Designated potluck: Kehilla members bring veggy 
salads (fish okay). 

At the Islamic Cultural Center of Northern California 
1433 Madison Street, Oakland near 14th Street 
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Kehilla Neighborhood Brunches Return! 
Sunday, October 16, 11:00am-1:00pm

If you have ever wanted to find out more about the 
Kehilla members in your neighborhood and to make 
connections in your local village - come to a Kehilla 
Neighborhood Brunch!   This year our brunch is on the 
day of the first evening of Sukkot. 

WHERE: We expect to have hosts for Berkeley, 
Richmond, South Oakland and the 
Rockridge/Temescal/Grand Lake/Piedmont area of 
Oakland. WHAT: The hosts will provide juice, coffee 
and tea.   

Guests are asked to bring vegetarian brunch items to 
share. 

Save the Date and look for further announcements in 
the weekly emails or call the office!  We hope to see 
you there!  If you are willing to volunteer your home, 
please email chesed@kehillasynagogue.org.  Your offer 
will be much appreciated. 

Shalom, 
The Chesed Committee 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Erev Simchat Torah Celebration!  
Monday, October 24 

 

 

 

 

at Chochmat HaLev   
2215 Prince St., Berkeley at Fulton. 

Join with all the Bay Area Renewal communities for 
a night of sacred and ecstastic dancing to live 
music and special Torah chanting to celebrate the 
conclusion of our High Holy Day journey.    

6:00pm  Special Kids Celebration with Jen Miriam 
and Alon Altman, dance and sing around the Torah 
with  puppets, music and friends 

6:30pm Vegetarian potluck dinner 

7:00 pm Maariv, Dancing and Torah service with 
the Shirat HaLev Musicians 

9:30 pm- Kiddush and refreshments 

Donation:  Members of participating organizations: 
$15-10   General Public $20-15   Children: $5 

Save the Date! 

The Buddha & The Ba’al Shem Tov 
With Zoketsu Norman Fischer, Rabbi Burt Jacobson &  

Rabbi Dev Noily  
Come celebrate Rabbi Burt's 80th Birthday! 

Saturday Evening, November 19, 7:30pm 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

   Our own visionary teacher Rabbi Burt and noted poet, 
meditation teacher and Zen Buddhist priest, Norman 
Fischer will be in dialogue, moderated by Rabbi Dev. They 
will explore parallels in the teaching and lives of the 
Buddha and the Ba’al Shem Tov, two enlightened teachers 
who saw the Divine everywhere, and taught the spiritual 
values of mystery, compassion, love and joy. 

   Come and celebrate Rabbi Burt’s 80th birthday and 50th 
year in the rabbinate! The dialogue will be followed by 
delectable desserts and drinks in the Social Hall. 

   PLEASE NOTE – We will be celebrating Rabbi Burt’s 80th 
throughout Shabbat on November 18 & 19.  We will have 
Kabbalat Shabbat services and oneg on Friday night, and 
special Shabbat morning services and lunch on Saturday. 

Sanctuary 
 

 

 

 

mailto:chesed@kehillasynagogue.org.
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Book Discussion Group 
All Kehilla members are welcome to join us for our customary meetings on the second Monday of the month at 7pm in 
the Fireside Room. These books are from the San Francisco Jewiish Community Library and there might be copies to 
borrow. 

Monday, September 12, 7pm 
The Fixer by Bernard Malamud 

     The Fixer (1966) is Bernard Malamud's best-known 
and most acclaimed novel -- one that makes manifest his 
roots in Russian fiction, especially that of Isaac Babel.  
Set in Kiev in 1911 during a period of heightened anti-
Semitism, the novel tells the story of Yakov Bok, a Jewish 
handyman blamed for the brutal murder of a young 
Russian boy. Bok leaves his village to try his luck in Kiev, 
and after denying his Jewish identity, finds himself 
working for a member of the anti-Semitic Black 
Hundreds Society. When the boy is found nearly drained 
of blood in a cave, the Black Hundreds accuse the Jews of 
ritual murder. Arrested and imprisoned, Bok refuses to 
confess to a crime that he did not commit. 
 

 

Monday, October 10, 7pm 
Mystics of Mile End by Sigal Samuel 

     Sigal Samuel’s debut novel, in the vein of Nicole 
Krauss’s bestselling The History of Love, is an imaginative 
story that delves into the heart of Jewish mysticism, 
faith, and family. In the half-Hasidic, half-hipster 
Montreal neighborhood of Mile End, eleven-year-old Lev 
Meyer is discovering that there may be a place for 
Judaism in his life. As he learns about science in his day 
school, Lev begins his own extracurricular study of the 
Bible’s Tree of Knowledge with neighbor Mr. Katz, who is 
building his own Tree out of trash. Meanwhile his sister 
Samara is secretly studying for her Bat Mitzvah with 
next-door neighbor and Holocaust survivor, Mr. 
Glassman. All the while his father, David, a professor of 
Jewish mysticism, is a non-believer. 

 
Solar Lights for Gaza Fundraiser & 

 Pre-Shabbat Potluck 
Please join Kehilla’s Greening and Middle East Peace Committees for a potluck dinner on  

September 16 at 5:30pm and fundraiser to support the children of Gaza. 

         Gaza is still recovering from fifty-one days of 
bombing in 2014. Electricity, water, and sewage systems 
are all still very fragile, and more than 17,000 people are 
still in temporary housing. Families there are affected 
daily by rolling black-outs. Far too often electricity is 
only available for 4 hours per day. Children must do 
their homework by dangerous kerosene lamps or 
candlelight. For the last year, the Rebuilding Alliance, a 
local non-profit organization, has been fundraising and 
shpping solar powered lights to Non-Governmental 
Organizations in Gaza. Our goal is to help raise funds to 
help them send the next pallet of 1,920 solar-powered 
lights to Gaza's children. 
     Our speaker for the evening will be Donna Baranski-
Walker, founder and Executive Director of Rebuilding 
Alliance, who was in Gaza in April to distribute the first 
pallet of solar lights. Rebuilding Alliance is working with 
Palestinian Non-Governmental Organizations in Gaza to 
distribute the solar lights to children and families in 
need. Donna will explain how Rebuilding Alliance is able 
to send the solar-powered lights through the blockade 
following pre-clearance by both Palestinian and Israeli 
Customs. She also will tell us about their NGO partners 
and some of the families she visited in Gaza. This will be 

a rare opportunity to hear directly from someone who 
has spent time in Gaza supporting children and families.  
     Rebuilding Alliance has already delivered three pallets 
of solar lights so children in Gaza can safely study and 
spend time with their families. There are 700,000 
children in Gaza.  Please join us on Sept. 16th to help 
Rebuilding Alliance send more Luci Lights to Gaza's 
children. 
     We will have a Potluck Dinner in the Social Hall 
starting at 5:30. Please bring a vegetarian or fish dish to 
share.  
     And please join us after dinner and the presentation 
for a spirited, musical Kabbalat Shabbat service to sing, 
meditate, dance, and rest in the joy and peace of 
Shabbat. Led by Hazzan Shulamit and Julie Nesnansky. 
     We hope you can join us on September 16 to hear first 
hand from our guest about her experience personally 
delivering solar lights to Gaza. But if you can’t make it, 
please make a donation to this great project!  
     You can donate at this link: 
https://commitchange.com/ca/burlingame-
94010/rebuilding-alliance/events/kehilla-for-gazas-
children 

https://commitchange.com/ca/burlingame-
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You’re Invited: 
A Community Forum on the Movement for Black Lives Platform: 

Study & Conversation 

Sunday September 18, 3:30 – 7:00pm 
by Rabbi Dev Noily 

     In early August the Movement for Black Lives 
Platform was published.  Organizers described their 
project this way: 

In response to the sustained and increasingly visible 
violence against Black communities in the U.S. and 
globally, a collective of more than 50 organizations 
representing thousands of Black people from across 
the country have come together with renewed 
energy and purpose to articulate a common vision 
and agenda. 
Our resistance and rebellion are not new, but like 
other times in history have come to a critical mass, 
and the bravery of those in Ferguson and across 
the country captured the attention of the world. A 
year ago, over 2,000 of us gathered in Cleveland to 
reflect on the state of our movement for liberation 
and celebrate our people, both those who have 
fallen and those who have survived. It was there 
that we began the process of uniting to articulate a 
shared vision of the world we want to live in. 

     The Platform articulates that sweeping and radical 
vision for racial and economic justice. It addresses 
reparations, education, healthcare, housing, policing, 
militarization (domestic and foreign), incarceration, 
criminalization, community control, and other aspects 
of U.S. society and policy that impact Black lives. 
     We’re excited to come together to study the 
platform as a community and to listen deeply to what 
the Movement’s leaders are saying. Rabbi David, 
Hazzan Shulamit, Rabbi Burt and I have endorsed the 
Movement for Black Lives Platform as individuals.  As I 
read the Platform I felt the tectonic plates of racial 
injustice in our country begin to shift.  In the profound 
language of the background pieces I could hear more 
of the stories of Black lives, deepening my awareness 
of the differences between my experience as White 
person and the experiences of so many Black people I 

live alongside.   I heard the Platform as a call to listen 
to Black voices, as a call to compassion, and as a call to 
join more fully in the M4BL struggle to root out the 
injustice that continues to rot the core of our country.  
This feels like an extraordinary historic moment to me, 
and I feel humbled and grateful for the Movement for 
Black Lives as path to justice for all of us. 
     We’d like Kehilla to consider endorsing the Platform 
as an organization as well. This Forum will be our first 
communal conversation about the Platform, and will 
help us to discern the next steps in this process.   
     The primary focus of our learning and 
conversations will be the current and historic 
experiences of Black people in the U.S., and the ways 
that White supremacy has operated, and continues to 
operate in our society and in our souls. 
     We invite you to read the entire platform, either 
ahead of time or at the September 18 Community 
Forum.  The first part of the afternoon will be devoted 
to studying the Platform.  You will find links to a 
summary of the Platform, and to the deeper analysis 
of each of its six parts on our website at this link: 
http://kehillasynagogue.org/event/a-community-
forum-on-the-movement-for-black-lives-platform-
study-conversation/  
     After doing text study with the Platform we’ll have 
a break and a nosh/snack.  The second half of the 
afternoon will be a compassionate listening-style 
session, where people gather in facilitated small 
groups to share their responses, reactions to and 
questions about the platform.  We will have at least 
one small group for People of Color.  We’ll end with 
everyone coming together to share highlights from the 
small group conversations.  You may come for the 
whole time, or just the first half, or just the second 
half.   [continued on p. 13.]

 

http://kehillasynagogue.org/event/a-community-
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New Adult Education Classes Fall 2016 

To Register for Classes: You can register and pay online at www.KehillaSynagogue.org (click on the 
"LEARN" link and then click on Adult Education), or send check payable to Kehilla to Kehilla, 

 1300 Grand Ave., Piedmont, CA 94610.  

 
 
“700 Benches: Experiencing Biblical Hebrew” 
Class 
Begins September 8, 6:30pm 
Taught by Jenna Kemp 
Have you ever wanted to read and understand Torah 
Hebrew? As a first phase in the launch of Kehilla’s new 
“700 Benches” beit-midrash program,  Kehilla is 
offering  a class designed to be an immersive 
experience in the language and structure of biblical 
Hebrew. What do we mean by “immersive?" Think of 
once a week jumping into the deep end of the pool—
with water wings as needed, swim buddies, and a 
lifeguard. 
This class is a multi-level beit-midrash in which 
students will learn the grammar that will allow them 
to begin reading biblical Hebrew without an English 
translation. Working primarily in chevrutah (pairs, 
small groups), we will learn grammar together, while 
simultaneously reading biblical narrative in Hebrew. 
People at all levels of Hebrew abilities are encouraged 
to join. Students will be expected to do some 
homework and memorization, but the emphasis is on 
concepts and resources that will allow you to begin to 
“swim” on your own! 
If you are interested in the class, but need some work 
on your aleph-bet, you will find resources to help get 
you up to speed on our website at this link: 
http://kehillasynagogue.org/online-hebrewbiblical-
text-resources/ 
Prerequisite: Aleph-bet and Vowels 
Dates:  Thursdays, Sept. 8- Sept. 29, Oct. 27, Nov. 3 (A 
six-session series) 
Time: 6:30-8:30pm 
Cost: $150 Kehilla members, $180 General Public.  No 
one turned away for lack of ability to pay the full 
amount. If you are unable to pay the full amount, 
please contact sjgrodin@comcast.net. 
Questions? Contact Jenna Stover-Kemp at 
jennakemp25@gmail.com or Sharon Grodin at 
sjgrodin@comcast.net. No one is turned away for lack 
of funds; please discuss this with us. 

 
 

 
 
Conversion Group  
Begins September 12, 7:30pm 
Led by Rabbi Dev Noily and Sharon Grodin 

 Kehilla’s conversion group is the communal portion of 
a process of individual inquiry that each participant 
anticipates will lead to adopting Judaism.  Kehilla’s 
spiritual leaders Rabbi Dev and Sharon Grodin are 
available to guide participants in their reading, 
selection of classes, and experiences that inform their 
education toward discernment about this decision. 
 The group is not an “introduction to Judaism” class, 
but rather a forum where participants reflect on and 
share insights about the studies and experiences each 
is undertaking within Kehilla and elsewhere.  The 
group meets once a month for 1-1/2 hours, which 
typically includes some learning together and 
responding to each others’ questions. Because this 
group is intended to support conversion in the 
context of Kehilla community, after the first two 
sessions, participants are expected to decide whether 
Kehilla is a good fit for them; if so, participants will be 
come members, and if not, participants will be 
supported in finding an alternative for their 
conversion studies. 
If you are interested in this group, please contact 
Sharon Grodin at sjgrodin@comcast.net.  
Dates:  Mondays, Sept. 12, Nov. 14, Dec. 12  
Cost: No charge (but see above about membership).  
Led by Rabbi Dev and Sharon Grodin. 
Location: Sanctuary/Buber Room 

 

http://www.KehillaSynagogue.org
http://kehillasynagogue.org/online-hebrewbiblical-
mailto:sjgrodin@comcast.net.
mailto:jennakemp25@gmail.com
mailto:sjgrodin@comcast.net.
mailto:sjgrodin@comcast.net.
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Adult Education (continued) 
 
"Drumming As Prayer" Class 
A Two-Class Series: September 18 & September 21 
Taught by Debbie Fier, Kehilla Musical Prayer Leader & 
“Heartbeat of the Service"  
     Drumming is an active form of meditation. It 
provides a wonderful way to be present, express 
yourself and learn how to drum with a group in sacred 
community space. At Kehilla, we are creating an 
intergenerational drum group, called Ketzev Kehilla, 
(the Beats of Kehilla), and we have been learning 
some of the rhythms for the Kehilla melodies and also 
drumming at our Chai Shabbat services. 
     This is a two-class series. It can be taken as a series 
or as individual classes. (However, if you want to 
drum at High Holy Days services, you must come to 
both classes.) 
       Those who wish to will have the opportunity to 
drum for our High Holy Days services at the Scottish 
Rite Center in Oakland. Participants who want to join 
us in drumming need to commit to coming to both 
classes of the series (exceptions may be made IF you 
have taken previous ‘Drumming as Prayer’ classes with 
Debbie. In those cases you must come to at least 1 
class). If you have taken this class before, and enjoy 
drumming in our Kehilla circle, please come to the 
class!  We will always learn new rhythms, practice new 
exercises and continue building on what we have 
previously done. 
     All ages and all levels welcome!  Please bring a 
drum if you have one.  If you need a drum for the 
class, please email Sasha@kehillasynagogue.org and 
we will do our best to provide one. Hand percussion 
(shakers, claves, etc.) will be provided. 
     Dates: Sunday, Sept 18 - 4-5:30 and Wednesday,  
Sept 21, 7-8:30 in the Fireside Room.  
    Cost:  2-class series: $36 members/ $46 non-
members; Individual class: $20 members/ $25 non-
members 
    Location: Fireside Room 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Chai Mitzvah Group Forming: “A Jewish Year” 
Begins Sunday, October 16, 5:30pm 

In response to many requests for a more structured, 
group-based program for exploring Judaism, Kehilla is 
offering a Chai Mitzvah group beginning in October.  
What is “Chai Mitzvah,” you ask?  It’s a curriculum and 
structure created by a Jewish-multidenominational 
(including Renewal) group of rabbis and educators, 
designed to support group study and a period of 
committed personal exploration.  No prior experience 
with Judaism or Hebrew is required.  Here’s what the 
creators have to say about it: 

“Chai Mitzvah is a unique adult engagement program 
that encourages an integrated, experiential approach 
to Jewish life through five simple components. Each 
participant:  

1. Attends monthly group learning with a set 
curriculum provided by Chai Mitzvah.  

2. Chooses an independent study topic for the year.  

3. Chooses a ritual/spiritual practice to take on for the 
year.  

4. Chooses a social action activity to commit to for the 
year.  

5. Celebrates the journey!”  

In our case, we’ve chosen “A Jewish Year” as an 
overarching theme. Participants will investigate and 
experience the Jewish calendar as it occurs, separately 
or together, as interests dictate.  Our mitzvah group 
will meet on third Sundays starting in October, with 
minimal costs set to cover our fee from Chai Mitzvah 
for the materials (the more participants, the lower the 
cost, but we are setting the initial registration fee 
$18/person for the 9-month period).  The group may 
decide to engage speakers or project leaders on 
particular topics and share the cost of that additional 
enrichment.  For more information about the 
program, see www.chaimitzvah.org.  For questions 
about our group, contact sjgrodin@comcastnet. 

Dates: Monthly for 9 months, beginning Sunday,  
Oct. 16, 5:30-7pm 

Cost: $18/person 

Location: Back classsroom, main floor 

mailto:Sasha@kehillasynagogue.org
http://www.chaimitzvah.org.
mailto:sjgrodin@comcastnet.
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Adult Education (continued) 
 

Elements of Magical Judaism 
Begins Monday, October 16, 6:00pm 
with Reclaiming* Teachers  
Jude Elf & Maggid Jonathan Furst 
Join us for a six-week exploration of Earth-based 
Judaism through the elements of Earth, Air, Fire, 
Water and Spirit. Develop personal practices and 
improvisational ritual co-creation skills, blending 
modern G!ddess-oriented magic with traditional 
Jewish and ancient Hebraic spirituality.  
Dates: Mondays, October 17 - November 21, 6pm  
Cost: $240-$90 sliding scale 
Location: Sanctuary 
For More Info: contact jfurst@pobox.com or  
415-516-4904 
*Learn more about Reclaiming here: 
http://www.reclaiming.org/  
Co-sponsored by the Jewitch Collective and Derech 
Ha'Aretz Outdoor Yeshiva 
 
I Never Knew Hebrew Could Be So Much Fun 
Class 
Begins Sunday, October 23, 10:30am 
Taught by Bracha Stone 
Once again Bracha is offering her fabulous course in 
beginning Hebrew. Absolutely no previous Hebrew 
experience is required or expected. Come and find out 
why you don’t have to know very much at all in order 
to have Hebrew take on a very special place in your 
life. Bracha loves to teach this class since adults tend 
to be very compliant students and they ask such 
serious questions. Form a community of like-minded 
adults, play games, sing songs and learn, learn, learn.  
Repeaters welcomed!! 

Dates:  Sunday, Oct. 23, 30, Nov. 6, 10:30am-11:45am 
Cost:  $54 members, $66 nonmembers 
Location: Given at the time of registration. 
Call Bracha for questions or concerns. 510-703-2220. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Personalizing Our Experience With Jewish 
Liturgy 
First meeting: Sunday, October 23, 6:30pm 
A new group convened by Bracha Stone 
Designed for those who want to explore an expanded 
and creative relationship to Jewish liturgy. While there 
is no expectation of a belief in "God," this group is 
designed for those who desire to personally connect 
to "something-bigger-than-us" and/or "the-wisdom-
deep-within-us." We will witness and be witnessed as 
we explore our attraction and creative responses to 
traditional Jewish prayer practice. We will meet 
together once a month for 5 months. We will also 
participate in a weekly email conversation concerning 
our intentions, and the challenges and blessings we 
experience as we enact our them. 
Dates:  First meeting is Sunday, Oct. 23, 6:30-8:30. 
There will be a meeting at the same time in the 
evening in November, December, January and 
February. Specific dates for each month will be 
determined by October 1st.  
Cost:  $120 members, $150 nonmembers 
Location: Given at the time of registration.  
Call Bracha for questions or concerns. 510-703-2220.  

A Class in the Poetic Word 
Begins Wednesday, October 26, 7pm 
Taught by Lenore Weiss 
Come learn about several outstanding twentieth-
century American Jewish poets, including a number of 
contemporary writers. The four-session class will 
examine work by poets who express diverse 
connections to the Jewish experience.  For the first 
hour of each session, we will examine and discuss the 
poet’s work. Using writing prompts from the readings, 
during the second hour we will respond to the poetry 
in whatever written form we choose. Open to all. No 
writing experience is required. Special guest visits by 
local poets. All lovers of the word are encouraged to 
participate. Bring a notebook and pen. 
Dates: Wednesday, Oct. 26, Nov.  9,  Nov. 23, Nov. 30, 
7-9pm 
Cost: $88 members, $112 nonmembers 
Location: Fireside Room 
 

mailto:jfurst@pobox.com
http://www.reclaiming.org/
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A Community Forum on the Movement for Black Lives Platform 
[continued] 
     Part of the platform, called Invest/Divest, deals 
with connections between U.S. military spending and 
interventions abroad on the one hand, and the lack of 
funding for domestic social needs and militarization of 
U.S. police on the other hand. This part of the 
platform also addresses U.S. military support for Israel 
and the unjust treatment of Palestinians under 
Occupation, using language that some Jewish people 
and organizations have objected to strongly.   
     Our intention is to create a community forum that 
centers the Platform’s demands for racial and 

economic justice, while making space for the complex 
emotional responses that may arise for us in 
relationship to Jewish identity, racial identity and all 
the aspects of ourselves that make each of us who we 
are.  
     Please be in touch with us if you have questions or 
feedback.  
     RSVP if you can  to Sasha@kehillasynagogue.org.  
 – it will help us a lot as we plan the afternoon. 

 
 

Join the 30th Annual G.R.I.P. Harmony Walk in Richmond 
To End Hunger & Homelessness-to Benefit the Greater Richmond Interfaith Program 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     On October 29, Greater Richmond Interfaith 
Program is hosting its 30th annual Harmony Walk/Run 
to End Homelessness in Richmond. Several Kehilla 
members and members of St. John’s Church joined a 
team last year in memory of David McPhail and Judy 
Abel, GRIP activists who both died in September, 
2015.  
     That team raised over $1,000 in support of the 
Souper Center, a program operated by GRIP, which 
serves meals to homeless and needy residents and 
also runs a family shelter. David and Irene, his wife, 
both Kehilla members, and Betty Young, started a 
group now called David’s Dinner Group which 
prepares a monthly meal for families staying at the 
GRIP shelter. Several Kehilla members, people who 
had been members of an El Cerrito church where 
David had ministered, and members of St John’s 
Presbyterian Church in Berkeley, are in the dinner 
group as well. 
     David did this Walk every year through 2014. 

Kehilla members have another opportunity this year 
to remember and honor David while helping to ease 
homelessness. 
     We encourage everyone’s participation in or pledge 
of money to the team. We will have a team name and 
a team page set-up with the Harmony Walk website 
by mid-September. 
     The web address with a link to our team page & 
further details will be provided in the Kehilla weekly 
e-mails.    
     Check-in on October 29 begins at 9:00 a.m. The Run 
starts at 10:30 a.m. The Walk starts at 10:45 a.m. You 
can walk or run for as much, or as little, a distance as 
you want.  And, there will be a festival in the park 
after the walk.  
     Please consider sending a donation or joining the 
team after the team page is setup. If you have 
questions about the team, feel free to contact Sue 
Goldberg directly at suegoldberg@sbcglobal.net 

 
Pictured: Alex Madonik, Ruthie Levin, Richard Speiglman, Sue Goldberg 

 

mailto:Sasha@kehillasynagogue.org.
mailto:suegoldberg@sbcglobal.net
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An Interview with Spiritual Leader Avi Rose 
by Bill Lazarus

     More refugees are 
fleeing persecution now 
than at any time since the 
end of World War II, says 
Avi Rose, who has spent 
most of his life as a political 
and social activist, and who 
now finds himself turning 
more and more to issues of 
immigration and the flood 
of people seeking safe 
haven. With millions of 
refugees left homeless and 
nationless as the result of 
warfare in Syria and 
elsewhere, Avi sees the 

Jewish response as extending “beyond empathizing. 
“It’s identifying,” he says. “We need to see ourselves 
as coming out of Egypt.” 

     “We were strangers. We know the heart of the 
stranger,” adds Avi, who is executive director of 
Jewish Family and Community Services East Bay . That 
“central narrative” of the Jewish people is a key these 
days to the work of JFCS. About 2,000 of the 8,000 
people it annually serves are refugees and other 
immigrants. While the work of JFCS has historically 
been geared toward helping the Jewish community, it 
is not exclusively so. Avi says, “Tikkun Olam is not 
about bringing healing only to the Jewish people. It’s 
about “olam.” It’s about the world as a whole.” 

     When Avi started work at JFCS in 2005, the agency 
was already involved with helping immigrants from all 
over the world. When the surge of Jewish immigration 
from the Former Soviet Union subsided in the 1990’s, 
JFCS began to serve people from other countries, 
including Afghanistan, Bosnia, Cambodia, Iran, Iraq 
and Syria. Many of these refugees are Muslims. JFCS 
currently helps numerous families from Afghanistan, 
many of whom were subject to persecution after 
assisting Americans in the war against the Taliban. 
JFCS also has devoted itself to helping LGBT refugees 
fleeing particularly harsh oppression because of their 
sexual orientation or gender identities. 

     As a youth, Avi grew up mostly in Phoenix in a 
liberal Jewish family, largely out-of-kilter with the 

mostly right-wing community. His dad hailed from the 
Bronx, and was himself the son of immigrant parents 
who made their way to the United States from 
Lithuania. When Avi was 13, he moved with his family 
to Sacramento, and soon started spending time in the 
Bay Area. It was the late 1960s and “politics, drugs and 
rock and roll — it was all here.” 

     Avi became a political activist in high school, and 
chose to go to college at Brandeis, which was a hotbed 
of leftist politics. While he came out as a gay man in 
college, his activism was focused more on anti-war 
work and economic issues. After college, he worked 
for a period as a union steward. Avi joined other 
progressive Jews in the Boston Committee to 
Challenge Antisemitism and became, in the 1980s, 
involved in New Jewish Agenda, a national 
organization that he co-chaired, and that focused on a 
wide variety of issues, including Mid-East peace, 
feminism, disarmament, LGBT rights, oppression in 
Central America and the sanctuary movement. Avi 
also took up work battling AIDS, and co-edited Twice 
Blessed, a book about gay and lesbian Jews. 

     While Avi was aware of immigration issues, it 
wasn’t then a focus of his work and activism. That 
changed in 2005 when he started at JCFS and found it 
“powerful” to be working to help both Russian Jews 
and Afghan Muslims. “I’m really impressed by the 
resilience of most of the refugees whom we are 
helping.  They are individuals with their own quirks, 
strengths and shortcomings, and most have 
experienced significant trauma. It is a huge 
undertaking to leave your home – everyone and 
everything you know – and start your life over again in 
a new country..” 

     While, culturally, the Bay Area is “really welcoming, 
economically, this is a really hard area to come to,” Avi 
says. As a result, families crowd into small living 
quarters together, and people work two or three jobs 
to get by. 

     At seders, Avi has hosted refugees. “It’s powerful to 
be at a seder with somebody who has recently had to 
‘leave Egypt,’” he says. Avi also asks, “What is more 
Jewish than resettling refugees?” He answers himself 
in a word. “Nothing.”
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A Note on the Israel/Palestine Values Survey 
by Rabbi David J. Cooper 

 
     Last month we send out to every member 
household a survey to determine support for a 
statement of values on Israel/Palestine. One could 
indicate where one stood on a spectrum from very 
much disagreeing to strong agreement (scale of 1 to 
5). 
     As of this writing, 141 responses have been 
received. 
     99 responses are 5’s – strongly agree. (71.7%) 
     26 are 4’s – generally agree (18.8%) 
     7 are 3’s – more or less neutral (5.1%) 
     3 are 2’s – generally disagree (2.2%) 

     3 are 1’s – very much disagree (2.2%) 
     In a few days, I will be reading the many written 
comments on the proposed wording and I plan to 
print some of them in the November Kol Kehilla, with 
the permission of their authors to print with ascription 
or anonymously. 
     The decision to adopt the statement as is (or with 
grammatical changes) will be in the hands of the 
Kehilla Board. Currently the plan is that in October the 
results of the survey and representative comments 
and suggestions will be forwarded to the Board for 
their consideration and action. 

 
Chevra Kadisha Sh'mira Readings Project 

 
    Kehilla’s Chevra Kadisha is pleased to announce the 
completion of our “Sh’mira Readings Project.”  We 
now have two beautiful volumes that can be used by 
the shomrim (“watchers”) –those who sit with the 
body of a community member who has died until the 
time of burial. 
    Traditionally, shomrim read Psalms during the 
sh’mira  (“watching”).  In Kehilla we have provided 
other readings—poetry and prose from Jewish and 
non-Jewish sources as well as portions of our liturgy—
so that each shomer might deepen his or her own 
reflections on the meaning of life and death.   
     As we embarked on revising and expanding these 
additional readings, our discussions and study led us 
to taking a closer look at The Book of Psalms as well.  
We looked at many different translations and 

interpretations and selected the one for each Psalm 
that we thought invoked the values of Jewish Renewal 
movement.  
     A small group from Kehilla’s Chevra Kadisha 
traveled to Boston in June to present a workshop on 
these readings and to discuss Kehilla’s approach to 
sh’mira at the annual K’vod v Nichum (“honor and 
comfort”) conference.  More than thirty people 
attended our workshop and received our presentation 
with great enthusiasm.   
     We will formally present Kehilla’s Readings for 
Shmira and Psalms for Shmira at the Morning Service, 
Sept 17.  We invite the entire community to join in 
our simcha and to learn more about the practice of 
sh’mira.   

 

Finding Your Spiritual Direction 
 
     Spiritual direction is a process of inner listening that 
enables individuals to discern the movement of the 
Spirit in their lives, so they can come to understand 
both the spiritual dimension and the spiritual direction 
of their experience. In this sense, spiritual direction is 
a pathway to teshuvah, toward finding one’s way back 
to the Source that birthed and sustains each of us.  

     Spiritual directors have been trained to help those 
seeking the Spirit to find direction. They also help 
seekers find appropriate spiritual practices. 

     Rabbi Burt offers individual Kehilla congregants 
hour-long meetings in spiritual direction. Any Kehilla 
member is entitled to such a session once a year 
without cost. Burt usually meets with congregants at 
Kehilla on Tuesday afternoons and evenings, several 
times a month. He also sees people at his home in El 
Sobrante at other times during the week. If you are 
interested in meeting with Rabbi Burt, please contact 
him at Rabburt@earthlink.net, or by calling 
510.283.5704. 

 
 

mailto:Rabburt@earthlink.net,
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Competing Death Penalty Initiatives on November Ballot 

by Beth Weinberger 
 

     This November we'll have a chance to vote again to 
repeal California's death penalty, replacing it with Life 
Without Possibility of Parole.  Unfortunately, a 
competing measure that would attempt to change the 
appeals process to expedite executions has caused 
confusion, especially as the latter measure's title is 
misleading.  So here's an explanation of each of the 
initiatives with recommendations in keeping with 
Kehilla policy. 

 
The Justice that Works Act of 2016—Proposition #62  

 This is essentially the same as Prop. 34 on the 
2012 ballot, which Kehilla supported.  It would replace 
the death penalty with life without the possibility of 
parole.  It would: 

 End state killing and eliminate the possibility 
of executing innocent people.  Since 1973, 
156 people, convicted of murder, have been 
exonerated, 3 of them in California. 

 Keep dangerous criminals from ever being 
released. 

 Save approximately $150 million a year that 
could be put to more productive use. 

 Increase to 60% the portion of wages earned 
by persons sentenced to life without parole 
that may go to victim restitution funds. 

Recommendation:  Support Prop. 62 
 
Death Penalty Reform & Savings Act of 2016—
Proposition #66 

  Prop. 66 attempts to “reform” a  failed death 
penalty system by changing the appeals process.  It 
would remove current safeguards, limit the ability to 
present new evidence of innocence and set unrealistic 
deadlines for trials and appeals.  The changed 

procedures and new deadlines would force hiring of 
hundreds of new, inexperienced attorneys at taxpayer 
expense. If it succeeded, it would: 

 Increase the chances of wrongful convictions 
and execution of innocent people 

 Interfere with our due process and appeals 
processes, which might be found 
unconstitutional after costly and lengthy 
lawsuits. 

 Authorize the state to house death row 
inmates in new prisons. 

 Model California's system after Texas' rapid 
execution mill. 

 Move appeals from the state Supreme Court 
to local county courts, prioritizing these cases 
and the shortened timelines.  It would 
overwhelm lower courts and severely limit 
their ability to hear other types of cases or 
conduct any other court business. 

Recommendation: Oppose Prop. 66 
 
        This fall you'll have a chance to hear more about, 
question and discuss these initiatives, as well 
as a number of others at a Kehilla Ballot Initiatives 
evening, October 17.  Mark your calendars and see 
Richard Speiglman's article, also in this issue, on some 
of the other initiatives, researched and recommended 
by Oakland Community Organizations (OCO.) 
     If you want more information now about the death 
penalty initiatives; if you want to help with the 
campaigns or donate to them, go to 
www.yeson62.com or contact me at 
bethw0104@mindspring.com.  

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Not Registered to Vote?  
 

Please contact karenrachels@gmail.com 
of Kehilla’s Economic Justice Committee 
She will help you get registered before 

the November election 

http://www.yeson62.com
mailto:bethw0104@mindspring.com.
mailto:karenrachels@gmail.com
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Community Discussion of Ballot Propositions and Local Measures 
by Richard Speiglman 

 
Monday, October 17, 7-9pm 

Kehilla Social Hall 
Sponsored by  

Kehilla Economic Justice Committee, Greening Committee and Anti-Death Penalty Action Group 

Bring yourself, your friends and your family, your questions and your answers 

     When I was a kid in Des Moines, reform Rabbi 
Edward Zerin (Temple B’nai Jeshurun) used to implore 
youth – perhaps it was at our B’nai Mitzvot – to be 
“informed, participating Jews.”  I may have taken this 
to be the 11th Commandment, and I think the 
instruction was responsible for my 50-something years 
of reading at least the local, state, and national news 
sections of the daily newspaper.  Sometime later, a 
sociology professor suggested that the important 
news appears in the business section.  We won’t get 
into the question of sports news. 

     I never fully understood the Jews part of the 
obligation.  But nevertheless I’m pretty sure the 
informed/participating charge includes voting and, to 
the extent possible, understanding the implications of 
your vote prior to casting it. 

     In their length, California ballots present a serious 
challenge.  We need each other’s help to become well-
informed prior to voting.  Instead of sitting home 
alone the night before the election frantically trying to 
decide how to vote on propositions and local 
measures, on the evening of October 17th please join 
other community members to discuss ballot 
measures. 

 Bring your sample ballot (and your mail-in or 
absentee ballot if you have one) 

 Join discussion of some of the most important 
state and local ballot measures (if only we had 
time to tend to all of them!) 

 Written materials on all the state propositions 
and some local measures will be available, 
including recommendations from Kehilla, 
Oakland Community Organizations (OCO), and 
other organizations 

 Kehilla members and others actively engaged 
in working on some of the measures will offer 
brief presentations 

 
See the next page for OCO's recommendations on 

several state, county, and City of Oakland issues.  
We’ll have expanded endorsement information by 
October 17th.   

 
Please forward information on other measures, or 

for other localities, to Richard or Beth: 

rspeiglman@sbcglobal.net  

bethw0104@mindspring.com   

Or bring the information with you on October 17th.   

If possible, RSVP to Beth or Richard (see their 
contact information above.) 

mailto:rspeiglman@sbcglobal.net
mailto:bethw0104@mindspring.com
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Oakland Community Organizations 

Recommendations on CA, Alameda County, and City of Oakland issues 

Number Title or focus Content OCO 
endorsement 

State Propositions 

55 Tax extension 
Extends the temporary personal income tax on 
incomes over $250,000 to fund education and 

health care (Prop 30 extension) 
Support 

56 Tobacco tax Increases the cigarette tax to $2 / pack Support 

 57 Public Safety & 
Rehabilitation Act 

Increases parole chances for felons convicted of 
non-violent crimes and provides more 

opportunities to earn credits for good behavior 
Support 

 62 Death penalty Repeals the death penalty in CA Support* 

64 Adult Use of Marijuana Act 
Legalizes adults’ growing, possessing, and using 

marijuana for nonmedical purposes, with certain 
restrictions; establishes regulatory system for 

legal market.  

Neutral 

Alameda County Measures 

A Affordable Housing bond 
(property tax) 

Funding for a variety of approaches to promote 
affordable housing  Support 

Oakland City and School District Measures  

JJ Protect Oakland Renters 
Act  

Strengthen tenants’ rights by requiring owners to 
petition through the Rent Board for rent increases 

above annual CPI, extending just cause eviction 
protections to buildings built through 1995, and 

increasing Rent Board transparency and 
accountability 

Support 

LL 
Form civilian oversight 
commission of police 

department 
Promotes civilian oversight of police department Support 

KK 
Infrastructure 

improvements bond 
(property tax) 

Funding for a variety of improvements to streets, 
sidewalks, public buildings, and some funds for 

affordable housing 
Neutral  

HH Tax distributors of sugar-
sweetened beverages 

Promotes public health by raising price of sugar-
sweetened beverages Support 

G1 Oakland Unified School 
District  bond (parcel tax) 

Funds educator salary increases and middle 
school improvements (as of last draft seen) No vote (yet) 

* Kehilla recommends a yes vote on Prop. 62 and a no vote on Prop 66 (which would speed-up 
executions).  See accompanying article, “Competing Death Penalty Initiatives on November Ballot" on 
p. 17. 
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Seeking Shelter in the Days of Awe:  
 Immigrants and Refugees, Longing and Home 
[continued from p. 1] 
 
You can read a more complete description of our 
theme below.  Throughout the High Holy Days season 
and beyond, we’ll be integrating the spiritual practices 
of this time with ways to learn about and respond to 
the crises of migration that are shaking our world.  
During High Holy Days services we’ll hear from some 
of the folks in our community about their experiences 
with immigrants and refugees.  We’ll also have 
resources available during services about how to 
connect with local groups and join in efforts to 
respond.   
    And in the months following the High Holy Days, 
we’ll host a series of four community workshops, 
featuring congregants working to support immigrants 
and refugees.  The workshop topics are: Considering 
Offering Housing to a Refugee; Being Part of an 
Accompaniment Team for an Immigrant Family or 
Unaccompanied Minor; Immigration Policy, Advocacy 
and Intersectionality with Economic and Racial Justice 
Issues; and Kehilla as Sanctuary/Refuge for 
Immigrants.  
    May our practice during this season help each of us 
grow toward greater wholeness, joy, compassion and 
justice. 
    Our Theme for 5777:  Immigrants and Refugees, 
Longing and Home  
    A river goes out from the first place that was home, 
to water the garden, and from there it divides and 
becomes four headwaters. (Bereshit 2:10) 
    In the beginning all was one, undifferentiated and 
whole.  To come into the joy of embodied life is also to 
come into separateness.  And to be separate is to long 
for reconnection, to yearn for wholeness and for 
home.  The Yamim Nora’im (High Holy Days) point us 

in the direction of home, and outfit us for the promise 
and uncertainty of the journey.  We soften our hearts 
and open lines of communication with people we’ve 
hurt and who have hurt us.  We practice 
accountability, forgiveness, compassion and 
generosity.  We touch those who are dear to us with 
an extra measure of tenderness and gratitude. 
    This year we set out on this path in a world of 
growing displacement and migration. People forced 
from their homes by war, violence, poverty, drought, 
gentrification, and a swiftly changing climate are 
fighting for survival and searching for a refuge where 
they and their families can be safe.  Some in Kehilla 
are personally impacted, and many in our community 
are stepping up to help--by working to end structural 
violence, by challenging the economics underlying 
displacement, by offering loving personal support to 
immigrants and refugees, by fighting for policies that 
welcome immigrants and refugees, and by joining the 
struggle against deportation, targeting and 
discrimination against people who are undocumented.  
    As a community this year we will enter the inner 
landscape of exile and return.  We’ll encounter the 
stranger who dwells within us, and the stranger who 
dwells among us.  Together we will turn toward this 
tidal wave of displacement, expanding our capacity to 
welcome and support the growing number of 
immigrants and refugees in our midst.  As Torah 
teaches (Lev. 19:33-34), When a stranger resides with 
you in your land, you shall not wrong them.  The 
stranger who resides with you shall be to you as one of 
your citizens; you shall love them as yourself, for you 
were strangers in the land of Mitzrayim. 
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Coming Soon: Pronoun Stickers for Your Nametag 
by Hazzan Shulamit Wise Fairman, Lynn Bravewomon and Rabbi Dev Noily 

  
   As Davey Shlasko writes in the 
Trans*Ally Workbook, 
    “Most of the time, most people 
are on autopilot about pronouns. 
They call all women she, her and 
hers, and all men he, him and his. 
But being on autopilot doesn’t 
always work. Sometimes—
especially, but not only, when 
talking about trans* people—it can 
lead you to call someone a pronoun 
that isn’t what they’re usually 
called or what they want to be 
called.”  
     We are continuing to make 
Kehilla a more welcoming and 
inclusive space for all of our 
members.  All of us appreciate it 
when other people see us as who 
we are.  For  trans* people 
pronouns can be a constant source 
of being seen and affirmed when preferred pronouns 
are used by others; conversely the absence of 
accurate pronouns denies a critical piece of 
recognition and affirmation of identity. 
     Kehilla’s intention to build gender pronoun 
language in our community culture is part of gender-

inclusion efforts that reverse the 
invisibility caused when the wrong 
pronouns are used. 
     As a community of spiritual practice, 
it feels especially important that Kehilla 
be a place where everyone can be seen 
and affirmed in all of who we are.  So 
soon you’ll see a set of pronoun 
stickers next to our nametags. 
 Everyone has the option to add a 
pronoun sticker to your nametag, to let 
others know which pronouns you use.  
By using a sticker, cisgender people can 
support others in our community for 
whom “pronoun autopilot” doesn’t 
work well. 
     Whatever our gender identity, all of 
us have some experiences of resonance 
with the gender we were raised in, and 
some experiences of dissonance with 
the gender we were raised in.  We can 

all lean into those experiences to cultivate our 
compassion for ourselves and each other as we 
navigate this complex and shifting terrain of gender 
identity. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
    

    

A vocabulary moment: 

trans* refers to people whose 
gender identity is different from 

the gender identity they were 
assigned at birth, including 

people who are transgender, 
genderqueer, gender-

nonconforming, gender non-
binary, gender fluid, gender 

fabulous people. 

Cisgender refers to people 
whose gender identity is, for the 

most part, aligned with the 
gender they were assigned at 
birth and in which they were 

socialized. 

Kehilla Sings! 

 
         Interested in being part of a Kehilla Choir this Fall 
and Winter? We may offer this opportunity through 
our Adult Ed program with Bon Singer, a veteran 
cantor and synagogue choir director who has also 
directed Ya'Elah and Kitka.  
     PLEASE click on the following link and fill out a short 
questionnaire by Aug 28 to help us discern whether 
and how to move forward, and pass it on to your 
friends! 

 https://goo.gl/forms/Vd6jFONpn4IphBrK2 

https://goo.gl/forms/Vd6jFONpn4IphBrK2
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The Annual Kehilla Membership Retreat:  
Toward Further Improvements in Accessibility  

by Marilyn Golden & Don Stone 

In our debrief after another successful annual retreat, Kehilla’s Retreat Committee discussed how to achieve further 
improvements in the accessibility of the retreat to all members. Below is a report.  It addresses all dimensions of 
accessibility including affordability, access to the location, planning issues, and mobility access.  
 

Addressing Accessibility  at the Annual Kehilla Summer Retreat

     In the Retreat Committee’s debriefing of this year’s 
retreat, one focus of discussion has been about the 
accessibility challenges of Bort Meadow. There are 
various kinds of accessibility needs, including   
affordability, location, registration constraints, and 
physical mobility, all which contribute to the retreat 
location and experience being attractive and 
welcoming. 
     Affordability. We’ve had many comments that our 
past weekend retreats at retreat centers were out of 
the price range of many individuals and especially 
families—even with elective camping such as at Walker 
Creek Ranch.  
    Location issues: We have had requests for a location 
that is easy to get to on a Friday afternoon for people 
who want to camp the first night—and also for people 
who want make a round trip on Saturday. At Bort 
Meadow and at Walker Ranch, there is lack of cell 
phone reception. This can limit some members’ 
capacity to take part. Sometimes at Bort, there have 
been difficulties getting in and out of the locked gate 
when no one was on duty Friday.  
     Planning flexibility.  We need a site that is big 
enough that it does not require us to commit to a 
certain attendance well in advance. It helps to have 
flexibility that allows for final week commitment to 
attending, or even the day-of. Camping or easy 
commuting helps last minute planning and increases 
the numbers attending—about 25-30% of participants 
sign up or show up the last week. 
     Physical mobility. Challenges come with bumpiness 
or steepness of the terrain, any steps (none at Bort 
Meadow), accessibility to bathrooms (new Bort 
Meadow bathrooms are wheelchair accessible, though 
far from activities), parking availability, drop-off option 
for those needing it, and distance between the 
different stations—food, service, bathrooms, drop-off 
spot. We have had requests from people with mobility 
needs to have more accommodations so that they can 
attend either Bort Meadow, or another site.  
     Given these parameters, we are proceeding in the 
following manner: 

      *Reserve Bort Meadow for a weekend in July 2017 
(already have requested 7/14-16/2017, will hear back 
in late October if we got it). 
     *Tell anyone interested that we welcome their 
research on an alternative site that takes into account 
the factors mentioned above (our deposit for Bort 
Meadow, assuming we get our request, will be small 
enough to forfeit if we find a better site). 
     *Be proactive in responding to accessibility needs. 
Build into the reservation process a way to 
communicate specific needs and figure out best 
practices to meet them. For instance, the registration 
form/website will have a contact person for 
accessibility needs when we start to advertise next 
year’s retreat—Marilyn Golden may be filling this 
function. So coming up with solutions to specific needs 
can be creatively addressed well in advance. 
     Several congregants have already volunteered to 
assist with accessibility issues, including suggesting 
other sites/centers and being available to accompany 
individuals needing assistance to navigate at Bort 
Meadow, which is largely relatively flat, though the 
ground has a bumpy, uneven surface. 
     *Research alternative means of conveyance to 
transport individuals from point to point at the Bort 
Meadow site, possibly in ways that make use of the 
assistance from a volunteer. This research has already 
begun, with an initial finding that vehicles like golf carts 
are probably too expensive to own, rent, or transport 
from rental locations. Kehilla may have access to one 
or more ordinary wheelchairs that can be used. Or, all 
terrain wheelchairs may be one possibility. There may 
be other ways to deal with the bumpy terrain between 
the car turn-around and the dining tables that are not 
dependent upon volunteer assistance, and allow for 
more independent movement. 
     *Other concerns, suggestions, or ideas, regarding 
Kehilla Retreat accessibility issues or how to address 
them? Want to volunteer your assistance? 
     Contact either Marilyn Golden 
at mgolden@dredf.org, or Don Stone 
at donstone1@aol.com or 510-703-0073. 

mailto:mgolden@dredf.org,
mailto:donstone1@aol.com
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On the Origins of Kehilla: 
Social Justice 

                                                     by Rabbi Burt Jacobson 
Note: This is the fifth of a series of 
personal essays on the beginnings of 
Kehilla. Each article shares the 
origins of one or more of the ideals 
and/or values that motivated me to 
start Kehilla. The essays are adapted 

from the manuscript of the book I am in the process of 
completing, tentatively titled There is Only One Love: 
The Ba’al Shem Tov in the Modern World. 
     My passion for social justice came from my mother, 
Gert Jacobson. As the chairwoman of the Anti-
Defamation League in Cleveland during World War II, 
she tried to awaken the Jewish community to the Nazi 
atrocities in Europe. When our family moved to Texas 
in 1947, Gert became the chairwoman of the Anti-
Defamation League in San Antonio. In that capacity she 
worked with teachers in the public schools, instructing 
them on how to promote racial, ethnic and religious 
tolerance in their classrooms.  
     My mother’s commitment to social justice stemmed 
from her father, Ruby Goldberg. My grandfather, who 
was born in Romania, was a women’s tailor. A secular 
Yiddish-speaking Jew, he was strongly drawn to 
socialism. He became a negotiator for the International 
Ladies’ Garment Workers Union in New York. My 
mother remembered him coming home from the 
negotiations, infuriated by the tightfisted attitudes of 
the factory owners. He would go to the kitchen, pick up 
a carving knife and bang it repeatedly on the counter. 
“Those G… d…. bosses, those G… d…. bosses, they 
won’t give us a nickel! They won’t give us a nickel! 
      I did not hear that story until I was an adult, but I 
learned about the biblical prophets as a young student 
in the religious school of Temple Beth El in San 
Antonio. I came to admire the commitment of the 
Reform movement to social justice. 
       Yet, I did not study the words of the biblical 
prophets until I entered rabbinical school. In 1961, as a 
second-year student at the Jewish Theological 
Seminary, I took a seminar with Abraham Joshua 
Heschel on the prophets. By this time, Heschel was well 
on his way to becoming the most well-known Jewish 
religious thinker in the United States.  
       Heschel had completed his dissertation on the 
prophets in the late 1930s in Germany, just as the Nazi 
regime had come into power. In the late 1950s he 
decided to rewrite the book in English. The members of 

our seminar were privileged to read the galley proofs 
of The Prophets with him.  
    In the book’s introduction, Heschel wrote: 
     The things that horrified the prophets are even now 
daily occurrences all over the world. There is no society 
to which Amos’ words would not apply. 

Listen to this, you merchants who crush the 
poor,and trample on the needy! You who are 
thinking,“When will this New Moon festival  
finally be over so that we can sell our grain, and 
this Sabbath day, so we can market our wheat? 
Then we will tamper with the scales, making the 
bushel-measure smaller and the shekel-weight 
bigger. And then we can make slaves of the 
poor, buying them for their debt of a piece of 
silver or a pair of sandals, and we will even get 
paid for moldy wheat.”YHWH, the Pride of Israel, 
has sworn: ‘’I will never forget what you have 
done!’  Amos 8:4-7 

      Indeed, [Heschel continued] the sort of crimes and 
even the amount delinquency that fill the prophets of 
Israel with dismay do not go beyond that which we 
regard as normal, as typical ingredients of social 
dynamics. To us, a single act of injustice—cheating in 
business, exploitation of the poor—is slight; to the 
prophets, a disaster. To us injustice is injurious to the 
welfare of the people; to the prophets, it is a 
deathblow to existence; to us, an episode; to them, a 
catastrophe, a threat to the world.  
     Heschel’s prose was incandescent. I found his ability 
to enter the consciousness of the prophets utterly 
remarkable. As a result, the voices of the prophets 
have both stirred and haunted me throughout my life. 
     In the following years I found myself especially 
drawn to Amos, the first of the literary prophets, who 
focused almost exclusively on the necessity for social 
justice. Amos seemed totally relevant to the political 
climate of the late 1960s. Indeed, the Reverend Martin 
Luther King, Jr., who became Heschel’s friend and 
colleague, often cited Amos’ words. The day before he 
was assassinated in 1968, King delivered a speech in 
support of the striking sanitation workers in Memphis, 
in which he said:    

"Somehow the preacher must have a kind of fire 
shut up in his bones. And whenever injustice is 
around he must tell it. Somehow the preacher must  
[continued on next page] 
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On the Origins of Kehilla (continued) 
 
be an Amos, who said, “When God speaks, who can 
but prophesy?” Again with Amos, “Let justice roll 
down like waters and righteousness like a mighty 
stream.”  

       In the late 1960s I taught classes about Amos and 
his message to both high school students and adults. I 
emphasized the prophet’s fiery denunciations of 
corruption, wealth, luxury, perversion of justice and 
superficial religion.  

       As I thought about starting a synagogue in the early 
1980s, the fierce voice of Amos called out to me. I felt 
that this radical prophet of justice simply had to be 
given a platform in a city like Berkeley, which had been 
strongly identified with rapid social change, civic 
unrest, and political upheaval in the 1960s and ‘70s. 
The political Left was still robust and there were 
moral/political issues— the Israel-Palestine conflict, 
nuclear weapons, central American refugees—that 
cried out to be dealt with from a prophetic religious 
perspective. 

 
Thank you for Your Generosity 

 

Bar/Bat Mitvah Program 
Susan Coto McKenna and Rafael Coto 

General Fund 
Jane Weisbin and Charles Reilly 

Nueva Esperanza Accompaniment Teams (NEAT) 
Hope Friedman 
Irene McPhail 

Carolyn Schour 
Herbert Salomon and Marcia Liberson 

Simone Masson 
Lisa Rothman 
Ralph Silber 

Sandy Vaughn 
And members of Kehilla's three Accompaniment Teams 

Rabbi's Discretionary Fund 
David Levine and Laurel Zien

All Congregants Deserve A Safe Home 

If you or anyone in your home is experiencing: 
     >Child abuse  
     >Elder abuse  
     >Dependent adult abuse  
     >Teen dating violence 
     >Intimate partner violence (domestic violence) 
    The Kehilla Committee Against Abuse (CAA), working along side the Spiritual Life Practices Committee (SLPC), is 
here to help you become or remain safe.   If you are experiencing any kind of abuse, please call: Steven Falk, long-
time Kehilla member, at (510) 708-0517; Julie Patrusky, experienced domestic violence counselor and long-time 
Kehilla member, at (510) 528-0299; or Rabbi David at (510) 547-2424 x103.   Call the Shalom Bayit (Peace in the 
Home) helpline for counseling and advocacy for teen dating violence and domestic violence issues at: (866) SHALOM-
7 (742-5667) toll-free within the Bay Area or (510) 451-7233 (SAFE) outside the Bay Area.
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September 2016 
Fri., Sept. 2, NO Kabbalat Shabbat service tonight. 
Please join us on Friday night, Sept 16.  

Sat., Sept 3, 10:30am, Elul Shabbat Service on the 
Marina – Rosh Chodesh. Yes, it is one month to go to 
Rosh Hashanah and at this special outdoor service on 
the Marina we will celebrate the New Moon of Elul 
which includes Hallel, the musical holiday celebration 
prayers, led by Beth Dickinson. Discussion led by Rabbi 
David on our High Holy Day theme on our how our 
work on immigration and refugees connects to our 
Jewish path. Check the website for location. Bring a 
chair with you and prepare to dress warmly. Kiddush to 
follow.  Please bring vegetarian finger foods to share, if 
you are able.  

Tues., Sept. 6, 7:30pm. Middle East Peace Committee 
Meeting. Back classroom. 

Wed., Sept. 7, 7:50am Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room. (Enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview.)  Doors open at 7:50 a.m., 
short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30, 
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. 

Wed., Sept. 7, 6:30pm  Spiritual Life Practices 
Committee Meeting.  Fireside Room. 

Thurs., Sept. 8, 4-6pm. Kehilla School. Please enter 
through the kitchen door. 

Thurs., Sept. 8, 6:30pm. "700 Benches: 
Experiencing Biblical Hebrew." Taught by Jenna Kemp 
First class of the series.. (See details on p. 10)  

Fri., Sept. 9, 6:30pm, Friday Night Peace Walk with 
Rabbi David and OCO. This is an easy opportunity to 
really be part of the movement for peace in our own 
community led by Oakland Community Organizations’ 
Ceasefire campaign. Rabbi David has affirmed to OCO 
that we will try to have at least ten Kehilla folk join him 
at these walks for community peace.. The campaign is 
many-sided, including the training and mobilization of 
neighborhood peace interveners, the retraining of 
police, and a weekly peace walk with local 
congregations to support a “culture of peace and 
healing” in neighborhoods at risk. Rabbi David reports 
that he has done this about 10 times and it is an 

especially nice way to meet people from across the 
spectrum of Oakland communities.Meet inside First 
Mt. Sinai Church, 1970 86th Ave. For info, call 510-606-
5064.    

Sat., Sept. 10, 10am. Chai Elul Shabbat and New 
Member Welcome. Join our “Bima Team” for a 
spirited, musical service as we immerse in the month of 
Elul and prepare for the High Holy Days. Our newest 
members will receive a special honor during the Torah 
service, and we’ll kick off the morning with Ketzev 
Kehilla, our prayerful percussion orchestra. Come one, 
come all! Children most welcome! Vegetarian potluck 
luncheon to follow. Please bring a vegetarian dish to 
share.  Kiddush also sponsored by Ruth Goldstone & 
James Eder in honor of Ruth's mother Merle S. 
Goldstone's yartzheit. 

Mon., Sept. 12, 7pm. Book Discussion Group. We will 
discuss The Fixer by Bernard Malamud. Fireside Room. 
(See p. 8 for details.) 

Mon., Sept. 12, 7:30pm. Conversion Group. Buber 
Room. (See p. 10 for details.) 

Tues., Sept. 13, 7pm. Generosity Committee meeting. 
Fireside Room. 

Wed., Sept. 14, 7:50am Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room. (Enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview.)  Doors open at 7:50 a.m., 
short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30, 
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. 

Thurs., Sept. 15, 4-6pm. Kehilla School. Please enter 
through the kitchen door. 

Thurs., Sept. 15, 6:30pm. "700 Benches: 
Experiencing Biblical Hebrew." Taught by Jenna Kemp. 
(See details on p. 10.)  

Fri., Sept. 16, 5:30-7:30pm Solar Lights for Gaza 
Fundraiser and Pre-Shabbat Potluck: This is a special 
pre-Shabbat Service gathering and potluck meal 
organized by Kehilla’s Greening Committee and Middle 
East Peace Committee. The purpose is to raise 
tzedakah for Rebuilding Alliance’s project to provide 
solar lights for the residents of Gaza where electricity is 

Kehilla Community Synagogue 
1300 Grand Avenue (at Fairview) 

Piedmont, CA  94610 
(510) 547-2424 

Please come fragrance-free to all Kehilla events, 
for the health of people with respiratory conditions 

and chemical sensitivities. 
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often available for only four or five hours in a day. This 
is especially needed by children who would otherwise 
study at night by hazardous candle or kerosene light. 
(See article p. 8 .) Guest speaker: Donna Baranski-
Walker, founder of Rebuilding Alliance. We will have a 
Potluck Dinner in the Social Hall starting at 5:30.  Please 
bring a vegetarian or fish dish to share.  

Fri., Sept. 16, 7:30pm, Kabbalat Shabbat with Hazzan 
Shulamit, Julie Nesnansky, and Beth Dickinson. Join us 
for a soulful and spirited musical evening to welcome in 
the joy and peace of Shabbat.  Kiddush to follow. 
Please bring veggie finger foods to share! 

Sat., Sept. 17, 10:30am, Elul Shabbat Service with our 
Chevra Kadisha, at Kehilla led by Rabbi David, Hazzan 
Shulamit, and Julie Nesnansky. Celebrating the 
completion of our “Sh’mira Readings Project.” Sh’mira 
is the ritual of staying with the body of the deceased in 
the period preceding the funeral during which the 
shomer (“guardian”) traditionally reads from the book 
of psalms. For our members when they do Sh’mira, 
Kehilla’s Chevra Kadisha has assembled readings from 
innovative and interpretive translations of the psalms 
some of which we will read at this service. We will have 
a short Torah reading that morning with one aliyah. 
Deuteronomy 22:6-12. If you want to chant this, email 
Rabbi David.  In the Fireside Room. Kiddush sponsored 
by the Chevra Kadisha. 

Sat., Sept. 17, 3:30-6:30pm. Kehilla High Holy Days Art 
Reception. Fireside Room and throughout the building. 
(See announcement, p.4 for details.) 

Sun., Sept. 18, 3:30-7pm. A Community Forum on the 
Movement for Black Lives Platform Study & 
Conversation. With Kehilla leaders, staff, and 
members.  (See article, p. 9 for details.) Buber Room. 

Sun., Sept. 18, 1- 3 pm, “We Are the Bridge” Exhibit 
Reception at Osher Marin JCC in San Rafael. Sponsored 
by the Faith Trio (Kehilla, Islamic Cultural Center, 
Montclair Presbyterian). Includes at least two artists 
who are Kehilla members, Lea Delson and Susan 
Freundlich. 200 North San Pedro Rd. San Rafael 94903. 

Sun., Sept. 18, 2pm.  Yoga for Renewal. Rooted in 
Jewish Mystical Teachings. With Julie Emden of Jewish 
LearningWorks.  Co-sponsored by Kehilla.  4th Street 
Yoga, 1809C 4th Street, Berkeley, CA 94710. $25 Public 
/$20 members of co-sponsoring organizations. 
Register: tinyurl.com/yoga918.  

Sun., Sept. 18, 4pm. "Drumming As Prayer" class with 
Debbie Fier. Fireside Room. (See p. _ for details.) 

Wed., Sept. 21, 7:50am Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room (Enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview)  Doors open at 7:50 a.m., 

short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30, 
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. 

Wed., Sept. 21, 7pm. "Drumming As Prayer" class with 
Debbie Fier. Fireside Room. (See p. 11 for details.) 

Thurs., Sept. 22, 4-6pm. Kehilla School. Please enter 
through the kitchen door. 

Thurs., Sept. 22, 6:30pm. "700 Benches: 
Experiencing Biblical Hebrew." Taught by Jenna Kemp. 
Back classroom, main floor. (See details on p. 10.)  

Fri., Sept. 23,  6:-9:00 Bar/Bat Mitzvah Shabbat 
Celebration: This evening is for all Bar Bat Mitzvah 
family members and is a required part of the BBM 
Program. Come to the synagogue to welcome in the 
new school year and the New Year with a festive 
Shabbat evening. We will begin with a short table 
service followed by a vegetarian potluck.   Fireside 
Room & Sanctuary. 

Fri., Sept. 23,  6:30pm Tot Shabbat.  For babies and 
children up to 5 years old (or older if they enjoy it) and 
their grown-ups. Led by Jen Miriam Kantor, Alon 
Altman and Jen’s puppet friends. Please bring a 
vegetarian potluck dish.  Social Hall. Childcare will be 
provided upon request. 

Sat., Sept. 24, No Shabbat Morning service – Join us 
tonight for Pre-Holy Days Ingathering. 

Sat., Sept. 24. The Bird of Many Colors: A Pre-Holy 
Days Ingathering: 7:15pm schmooze with 
refreshments in the Social Hall, program begins at 8pm.  
Gather with us one week before Rosh Hashanah, as we 
turn together toward the Days of Awe. This year, rather 
than observing Selichot with a service, all are welcome 
to an evening of community, music, stories, meditation 
and reflection.  Join us in the social hall for a little nosh 
and socializing, followed by a program led by the 
Kehilla spiritual leadership and musical prayer leaders, 
as we focus our awareness and maybe set some 
intention for our experience of the holy days.   If you 
are new to Kehilla, or to Kehilla’s observance of the 
High Holydays, this evening is a lovely way to begin the 
experience.  If you’re accustomed to the Selichot 
services of the last few years, you’ll find a similar 
opportunity in this program for settling into intention 
and reflection. 

Sun., Sept. 25, 8:15am-4pm, ROPES course for Bar/Bat 
Mitzvah Students. Students will carpool together to 
the spectacular Fort Miley for a day of fun, adventure 
and an exploration of team building activities. BBM 
families will receive more information about this in the 
mail. 
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Sun., Sept. 25, 1:15-3:30 pm. Interfaith Environmental 
Activity with the Faith Trio (Kehilla, Islamic Cultural 
Center, Montclair Presbyterian). This interfaith activity 
involves removing non-native plants in Joaquin Miller 
Park. Four more volunteers from Kehilla are still 
needed. To volunteer, call Lea Delson 510-528-6725. 

Sun., Sept. 25, 9am. Joyfully Jewish for 
Kindergarteners. Back classroom, main floor. 

Sun., Sept. 25, 5pm. "Mrs. Reiff and the Counterfeit 
Shop," a staged play reading by Stephanie Anne 
Johnson. Sponsored by Kehilla. A touching portrait of 
the friendship between a Black teenager and a 
Holocaust survivor in the 1960s.(See details, p. 6.) 

Tues., Sept. 27, 6:45pm. (Dinner at 6:15)  Board of 
Trustees Meeting. All are welcome. Fireside  Room. 

Wed., Sept. 28, 7:50am Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room. (Enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview.)  Doors open at 7:50 a.m., 
short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30, 
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. 

Thurs., Sept. 29, 4-6pm. Kehilla School. Please enter 
through the kitchen door. 

Thurs., Sept. 29, 6:30pm. "700 Benches: 
Experiencing Biblical Hebrew." Taught by Jenna Kemp. 
Back classroom, main floor. (See details on p. 10.)  

Fri., Sept. 30.  No Services. 
 

October 2016 
Sat., Oct. 1, 10:30am, Elul Shabbat Service at Kehilla 
with Sharon Grodin and Julie Nesnanksy, a smaller 
service in the Fireside Room, with music and reflection.   
  
Sun., Oct. 2, 6:30pm, Erev Rosh Hashanah services at 
Scottish Rite Center, 1547 Lakeside Drive, Oakland.  For 
both adults and children, start at 6:30pm. Sermon by 
Rabbi Dev.  
 
Mon., Oct. 3. Rosh Hashanah services. SERVICES WILL 
END before 12:45! at Scottish Rite Center, 1547 
Lakeside Drive, Oakland. Our leaders are determined to 
conclude the service  in time for tashlich and lunch at a 
reasonable hour. 
8:30 – 9:15am. Silent Meditation Space - 3rd Floor 
9:30am – 12:40pm. Main Rosh Hashanah Morning 
Service, beginning with Ketzev Kehilla with Kehilla’s 
Spiritual Leaders, Hazzan Shulamit and our Musical 
Prayer Leaders 
10:00 – 11:15am. Family and Youth Service with Rabbi 
Dev Noily, Sandra Razieli, Natalie Boskin, and Musical 

Prayer Leader Beth Dickinson and surprise guests! 
Children, teens and adults welcome. 

10:15 - 11:15am. Rosh Hashanah Toddler Services with 
Jen Miriam and Alon Altman. Geared towards babies, 
tots, and kids up to 5 years olds and their grown ups or 
families. 
12:45-12:55pm, Tashlich at Lake Merritt (across the 
street from services) with Rabbi David. 

 Tues., Oct. 4, 9:30am-12:30pm, Second Day Rosh 
Hashanah Services at Kehilla, 1300 Grand Avenue, 
Piedmont, with Rabbi Chaya Gusfield and Eve Decker. 
Kehilla Sanctuary. Receive the replenishment of 
contemplative song, story, and silence. Rabbi Chaya 
Gusfield and Buddhist teacher and musician Eve Decker 
use the beautiful complement of Jewish and Buddhist 
teachings, music, and spiritual practices to delve deeply 
into the essence of this holy day. A more intimate 
service for the second day. 

Wed., Oct. 5, 7:50am Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room. (Enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview.)  Doors open at 7:50 a.m., 
short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30, 
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. 

Wed., Oct. 5, 6:30pm. Spiritual Life Practices 
Committee meeting. Fireside Room. 

Wed., Oct. 5, 7:30pm. Middle East Peace Committee 
Meeting. Fireside Room. 

Thurs., Oct. 6. No Kehilla School. 

Fri., Oct. 7, 7:30pm. NO Kabbalat Shabbat services. 
Please join us for Shabbat Shuva on Saturday morning, 
Oct 8. Our next Kabbalat Shabbat service with Hazzan 
Shulamit will be on November 4.   

Sat., Oct. 8, 10:30am. Shabbat Shuva Service at 
Kehilla.  Join Howard Hamburger and Julie Nesnansky 
for the special Shabbat service situated within the Ten 
Days of Awe. We take the themes of the High Holydays 
and we explore them in the context of Shabbat in a 
smaller service context. Kiddush sponsored by Beth 
Weinberger in memory of her mother, Frieda 
Weinberger, and by Amy Bat Tzipora in memory of her 
beloved Bubbies, Zaydies, mother and father. 

Mon., Oct. 10, 7pm.  Book Discussion Group.  We will 
discuss Mystics of Mile End by Sigal Samuel. Fireside 
Room. 

Tues., Oct. 11, 6:30pm. Kol Nidre Service (for grown 
ups) at Scottish Rite Center, 1547 Lakeside Drive, 
Oakland. Judaism’s most cherished prayer sung once a 
year, Kol Nidre, kicks off a day of collective 
introspection. Sermon by Rabbi David. 
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 Tues., Oct. 11, 6:30pm. Family Kol Nidre Service (for 
children and family) at Kehilla, 1300 Grand Avenue, 
Piedmont Led by Rabbi Dev Noily & Lior Ben-Hur.  
Geared toward children ages 6-12.  Children of all ages 
and adults welcome. 

Tues., Oct. 11, 6:30pm, Toddler Kol Nidre Service (for 
babies and tots) at Kehilla, 1300 Grand Avenue, 
Piedmont Led by Jen Miriam and Alon Altman.  A 
musical, spiritual journey geared toward kids up to 5 
years old and their grown ups.  

Wed., Oct. 12. Yom Kippur Morning Services 
at Scottish Rite Center, 1547 Lakeside Drive, Oakland 
8:30am- 9:15am, Silent Meditation Space 
9:30am,  Main Yom Kippur Morning Service 
10:00am- 11:00am, Youth Services  (6th - 8th grades) 

 Wed., Oct. 12. Yom Kippur Afternoon/Evening 
Services & Activities at Kehilla, 1300 Grand Avenue, 
Piedmont 
2:00- 4:30pm Drop off potluck offerings at Kehilla (or 
bring them at 7:45pm) 
2:30-3:30 pm Workshops 
4:30 pm Yizkor (Remembrance of those who died) 
5:15 pm Rabbi Burt sermon, Healing Service & 
Dukhanen (Priestly blessings) 
6:30 pm Ne’ila (Closing the Gates) 
8:00pm-9:30pm Community Pot Luck Break-Fast at 
Kehilla. Please bring a vegetarian main dish to share. 
Food can be dropped off at Kehilla between 2:00 & 
4:30 p.m., or at 7:45 p.m. 

Thurs., Oct. 13. No Kehilla School. 

Fri., Oct. 14, 6:30pm, Friday Night Peace Walk with 
OCO. Usually Rabbi David is on these walks but may be 
out of town this weekend. But Kehilla people have 
been coming, so it would be great to continue to have 
our shul’s participation in David’s absence. This is an 
easy opportunity to really be part of the movement for 
peace in our own community led by Oakland 
Community Organizations’ Ceasefire campaign. The 
campaign is many-sided including the training and 
mobilization of neighborhood peace interveners, the 
retraining of police, and a weekly peace walk with local 
congregations to support a “culture of peace and 
healing” in neighborhoods at risk. The neighbors there 
support these walks and it has always been peaceful 
and friendly. It’s a nice way to meet people from across 
the spectrum of Oakland communities who support 
Ceasefire efforts. Meet inside First Mt. Sinai Church, 
1970 86th Ave. For info, call 510-606-5064.   

Sat. Oct. 15, 10:30am. Shabbat Service with Sharon 
Grodin and Beth Dickinson. As we read the poem that 
comprises parashat Haazinu (Deuteronomy 32), we can 

see the influence of the theology of the prophets on 
this chapter. Of course, the prophets were centuries 
after Moses, so this is a much later insert into the 
Torah with a very different way of seeing God. What 
was this theology and how does it connect to later 
Jewish spirituality and to our social activism today? We 
will especially look at Deuteronomy 32:37-40. Kiddush 
to follow. Bring a veggy potluck dish to share. Fireside 
Room. 

Sun., Oct. 16, 11am-1pm. Kehilla Neighborhood 
Brunches. 

Sun., Oct. 16, 5:30pm. Chai Mitzvah Group. Back 
classroom, main floor.   (See details, p. 11.)  

Mon., Oct. 17, 7-9pm. Community Discussion of Ballot 
Propositions and Local Measures.  Sponsored by the 
Economic Justice Committee, the Greening Committee 
and Anti-Death Penalty Action Group. Social Hall. (See 
article, p. 17.) 

Mon., Oct. 17, 6:30pm. "Elements of Magical Judaism" 
class. Taught by Jude Elfe & Jonathan Furst. Sanctuary.  
(See p. 12 for details.) 

Wed., Oct. 19, 7:50am Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room. (Enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview.)  Doors open at 7:50 a.m., 
short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30, 
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. 

Wed., Oct. 19, 7pm. Economic Justice Committee 
Meeting. Social Hall. 

Thurs., Oct. 20, 4-6pm. Kehilla School. Please enter 
through the kitchen door. 

Fri., Oct. 21, 6:30pm, Sukkot Shabbat Friday Evening 
Potluck in the Sukkah. Bring the whole family and join 
us for a Sukkot dinner in the Sukkah (and/or Social 
Hall). This is not a ritual-heavy event – our major 
purpose is to celebrate and be happy, which is the very 
purpose the Torah describes for the holiday. We’ll do a 
few blessings, then a potluck dinner, conversation, 
perhaps a chance for kids to make sukkah decorations, 
and then, as you choose to, do the ritual of blessing the 
lulav palm frond and shaking in blessing to all the 
world’s directions with Rabbi David. At Kehilla 
Remember: Bring a veggy potluck dish to share and be 
joyous. 

Sat., Oct. 22, 10:30am. Sukkot Shabbat with Special 
Procession.  Appropriate for everyone in the family. 
Join Rabbi David & Julie Nesnansky as we celebrate 
Sukkot with a joyous musical service and processions 
(“hakafot”) with lulav followed by Kiddush in the 
sukkah. Bring veggie finger food to share. 
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Mon. Oct. 24. Simchat Torah Celebration at Chochmat 
HaLev  2215 Prince St., Berkeley at Fulton. 
Join with all the Bay Area Renewal communities for a 
night of sacred and ecstastic dancing to live music and 
special Torah chanting to celebrate the conclusion of 
our High Holy Day journey.    
6:00pm  Special Kids Celebration with Jen Miriam and 
Alon Altman, dance and sing around the Torah with  
puppets, music and friends 
6:30pm Vegetarian potluck dinner 
7:00 pm Maariv, Dancing and Torah service with the 
Shirat HaLev Musicians 
9:30 pm- Kiddush and refreshments 
Donation:  Members of participating organizations: 
$15-10   General Public $20-15   Children: $5 

Tues., Oct. 25, 6:45pm. (Dinner at 6:15)  Board of 
Trustees Meeting. All are welcome. Fireside  Room. 

Wed., Oct. 26, 7:50am Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room. (Enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview.)  Doors open at 7:50 a.m., 
short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30, 
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. 

Wed., Oct. 26, 7pm. A Class in the Poetic Word. Taught 
by Lenore Weiss. Fireside Room. (See p. 12 for details.) 

Thurs., Oct. 27, 4-6pm.  Kehilla School. Please enter 
through the kitchen door. 

Thurs., Oct. 27, 6:30pm. "700 Benches: 
Experiencing Biblical Hebrew." Taught by Jenna Kemp. 
(See details on p. 10)  

Fri., Oct. 28, 6:30pm, Tot Shabbat. For children up to 5 
years old (or older if they enjoy it) and their grown-ups. 
Led by Jen Miriam Kantor, Alon Altman and Jen’s 
puppet friends. Please bring a vegetarian potluck dish. 
In the Social Hall. 

Sat., Oct 29, 10:30am.  Shabbat Service and Torah 
Study with Rabbi David and Beth Dickinson. Here we go 
again! We are starting the Torah anew from the first 
parasha of the Torah. We will be looking at the mythic 
Garden of Eden story and how it has been 
reinterpreted in traditional and modern midrash (such 
as by Lilith Magazine and John Steinbeck). During the 
service, rather than chanting the Torah we will study 

and discuss Chapter 3 of Genesis. Followed by Kiddush. 
Bring veggie finger food to share. 

Sat., Oct.29, 9am. 30th annual Harmony Walk/Run to 
End Homelessness in Richmond, hosted by the Greater 
Richmond Interfaith Program (GRIP). Check-in 9:30am. 
Walk begins 10:30am.The web address with a link to 
our team page & further details will be provided in the 
Kehilla weekly e-mails. You can walk or run for as 
much, or as little, a distance as you want.  And, there 
will be a festival in the park after the walk. (See 
announcement, p. 14.) 

Sun., Oct. 30, 2:30-5:00, (1) Nuts and Bolts Workshop 
for Parents & (2) Interactive Discussion with Shalom 
Bayit for Bar/Bat Mitzvah Students 
(1) is required for parents, (2) is highly recommended 
for Students 
   Parents who have previously gone through the 
program will be coming to and share their nuts and 
bolts experiences about planning for the whole year, 
including sharing details about how to keep things 
organized, as well as kiddush and party planning. 
Simultaneously, Zephira Derblich-Milea from Shalom 
Bayit will be presenting her award-winning workshop, 
“Love Shouldn’t Hurt.” www.shalom-bayit.org/teen 
In this workshop, students will have the opportunity to 
learn and discuss about how to build and maintain 
healthy relationships.    
For questions or to request childcare for BBM related 
activities, contact sandra@kehillasynagogue.org.  

Mon., Oct. 31, 6:30-9:30pm. "Elements of Magical 
Judaism" class. Taught by Jude Elfe & Jonathan Furst. 
Sanctuary.  (See p. 12 for details.) 

Sat., Nov. 5, 6:45pm. Annual Harvest Dinner of the 
Faith Trio (Kehilla, Islamic Cultural Center, Montclair 
Presbyterian). Come early at 6:15 if you would like to 
be present at the Muslim evening prayer. Followed by 
multi-faith blessings before dinner. Designated potluck: 
Kehilla members bring veggy salads (fish okay). 
Muslims, Jews and Christians eating together and an 
opportunity to discuss the subject of the evening: 
Solidarity: A Spiritual Necessity. At the Islamic Cultural 
Center, 1433 Madison Street, Oakland. 
 

 
  

http://www.shalom-bayit.org/teen
mailto:sandra@kehillasynagogue.org.


 29 

 

Kehilla Community Synagogue 
Please use the following number for all staff:  (510) 547-2424 

Co-Rabbi, David J. Cooper 
Rabbidavid@kehillasynagogue.org 

Co-Rabbi, Dev Noily  
RabbiDev@kehillasynagogue.org 

Executive Director,  Michael Saxe-Taller 
Michael@kehillasynagogue.org 

Managing Director, Beth Bittle 
Beth@kehillasynagogue.org 

Hazzan Shulamit Wise Fairman 
Shulamit@kehillasynagogue.org 

Bar/Bat Mitvzah Program Director, Sandra Razieli 
Sandra@kehillasynagogue.org 

Founding Rabbi, Burt Jacobson   (510) 283-5704 
RabBurt@earthlink.net 
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Communications Coordinator,  
Sasha Gottfried 
Sasha@kehillasynagogue.org 

Youth Programs Coordinator,  
Natalie Boskin  
Natalie@kehillasynagogue.org 

Bookkeeper, Molly Melamed 
Molly@kehillasynagogue.org 

Events Line: 

Fax: (510) 547-2442 

Chevra Kadisha: 
Jane Hoberman: 510-843-6047 

Committee Against Abuse: 
Steven Falk: 510-339-0517 

Spiritual Life Practices Committee Chair:  
Shoshana Finacom 
Spirituallife@kehillasynagogue.org 
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              High Holy Days 5777/2016 
                     Seeking Shelter in the Days of Awe:  
            Immigrants and Refugees, Longing and Home 
                                                    by Rabbi Dev Noily 

     In March of this year a 
group of Kehilla members 
working on immigration 
issues called a meeting to 
connect people in our 
community who are involved 

in all kinds of work and service with immigrants and 
refugees, and the laws and policies affecting them. 
    Here are some of the ways people who came to the 
meeting are engaged: 

 Working with Nueva Esperanza to form 
accompaniment teams who provide direct 
support to newly arrived Central American 
immigrants; 

 Supporting LGBT refugees through the Jewish 
Family and Community Services of the East 
Bay LGBT refugee resettlement program ; 

 Working with Jewish Voice for Peace doing 
neighborhood canvassing focused on 
welcoming refugees and ending Muslim 
profiling; 

 Participating in monthly vigils at the ICE West 
County Detention Facility to support 
immigrant detainees and their families; 

 Exploring Kehilla's potential to be a sanctuary 
synagogue for those who face deportation; 

 Providing legal or counseling services to 
immigrants; 

 Providing direct or financial support for Syrian 
and other refugees in Europe, through the 
Hebrew Immigrant Aid Society (HIAS) and 
other agencies; 

 Working with the East Bay Interfaith 
Immigration Coalition; 

 Providing support to Syrian refugees coming 
to the U.S. 

    I left that meeting inspired and moved by the 
incredible energy among people in the Kehilla 
community.  There are so many ways that so many 
people are supporting immigrants and refugees, 

fighting against deportations and human rights 
abuses, and advocating for policy changes that reflect 
our commitment to welcome people who are fleeing 
war, persecution and social and economic turmoil.   
    One thing that came up at the meeting was the 
need to let more people know about the work that’s 
happening, and to help more people join in.  How 
could we get word out about where contributions are 
needed and how people contribute—whether 
someone has an occasional few hours or dollars to 
give, or has housing to share, or can offer an ongoing 
gift of time? 
    When the Spiritual Leadership team (Rabbi David, 
Hazzan Shulamit, Avi Rose, Rabbi Burt, Howard 
Hamburger, Sandra Razieli, Sharon Grodin and myself) 
met to consider our theme for this year’s High Holy 
Days, “immigrants and refugees” emerged as a 
compelling choice.  We saw at least a trio of 
interconnected reasons to dig into this ground:  (1) the 
urgent humanitarian and justice issues underlying the 
unprecedented migration underway, (2) the energy 
already flowing in Kehilla to address the crises, and (3) 
the potential for our coming together for High Holy 
Days to help more people respond to the crises.  
    One more reason to let ourselves be guided by this 
theme is its profoundly rich spiritual terrain.  
Experiences of seeking refuge, migrating, yearning for 
home and offering harbor and kindness to those 
fleeing from danger open up the big questions that all 
of us sometimes face in moments of stillness.  What is 
the sense of disorientation, separateness or apartness 
that we sometimes feel? How do we come to be at 
home in the world and in ourselves? What is our 
longing for connection and at-one-ment—where does 
it come from, and where can it lead us? What are our 
personal and communal histories of migration and 
how do they shape us? How can we move toward 
harmony and balance between our unique individual 
experience and our shared connection to all that is? 

[continued on p. 19]
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Renew Your Membership Now! 
    Kehilla members in good standing will automatically 

receive complimentary admission to High Holy Day 
services when you renew your membership for 2015-16.  

Your admission to High Holy Day services will be your 
name at the door, along with your name tag.  

    To renew your membership, please visit our website at 
www.KehillaSynagogue.org.     

 

Discounts 
On First-Time Membership 

    We are offering a discount on membership dues 
through December 1, 2016. Dues are $200 for Adults 
under 30, and $660 for Adults 30 and over, and will 
include tickets to all High Holy Day services. Conversely, 
any payment made for High Holy Day tickets can be 
applied to the cost of membership. Payment plans can be 
arranged. 

   Visit the website at www.KehillaSynagogue.org and 
click on “JOIN” for more information, or  contact Sasha at 
(510) 547-2424 x100 or Sasha@KehillaSynagogue.org.   

 

 

High Holy Day Tickets  
for the General Public 

Tickets to services  for the general public can be 
ordered on the website at 

http://kehillasynagogue.org/highholydays/  

Tickets will also be available 
 for purchase at the door. 

High Holy Days Schedule 
The Bird of Many Colors:  

A Pre-Holy Days Ingathering 
Saturday, September 24  

Social hour at 7:15, Program at 8pm 

Erev Rosh Hashanah at Scottish Rite Center  
Sunday, October 2, 6:30pm  

Rosh Hashanah at Scottish Rite Center  
Monday, October 3, 9:30am  

Rosh Hashanah Family & Youth Service 
 at Scottish Rite Center 
Monday, October 3, 10am 

Rosh Hashanah Toddler Services 
at Scottish Rite Center 

Monday, October 3, 10:15am 

Second Day Rosh Hashanah at Kehilla  
Tuesday, October 4, 9:30am 

Shabbat Shuvah at Kehilla 
Saturday, October 8, 10:30am 

Kol Nidre at Scottish Rite Center 
 Tuesday, October 11, 6:30pm  

Kol Nidre Family Service at Kehilla  
Tuesday, October 11, 6:30pm 

Kol Nidre Toddler Service at Kehilla  
Tuesday, October 11, 6:30pm 

Yom Kippur Day at Scottish Rite Center  
Wednesday, October 12, 9:30am  

Yom Kippur Youth Service for 6th-8th Graders 
at Scottish Rite Center 

Wednesday, October 12, 10am 

Yom Kippur Afternoon/Evening at Kehilla 
Wednesday, October 12 

2:00-4:30pm: Drop off potluck offerings* 
2:30-3:30pm: Workshops 

 4:30pm: Yizkor (Remembrance) 
5:15pm: Rabbi Burt Teaching, Healing Service & Dukhanen  

6:30pm: Ne’ila (Closing the Gates) 
8pm: Community Potluck Break-fast 

*Please bring a vegetarian main dish to share. Food can be 
dropped off at Kehilla between 2:00 & 4:30pm or at 7:45pm 

 

 

KKeehhiillllaa  HHiigghh  HHoollyy  DDaayyss  
22001166//55777777 

http://www.KehillaSynagogue.org.
http://www.KehillaSynagogue.org
mailto:Sasha@KehillaSynagogue.org.
http://kehillasynagogue.org/highholydays/
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Executively Speaking  
A New Year: Looking Ahead 

                                         by Michael Saxe-Taller, Executive Director 
      

       It is again that time of the Jewish 
cycle when we reflect on the past year    
and imagine the one that is coming.   
     This year, my first full Jewish year at 
Kehilla, was filled with important 

moments and solid growth for us as a congregation. We 
finished the year a stronger, more cohesive community. 
We have increased our membership, solidified our 
finances, updated our technology, prepared for an 
upcoming rabbinic transition and developed even more 
committed congregant leaders (for specifics, see my June 
Kol Kehilla article at http://kehillasynagogue.org/oh-
what-a-year/. I think we can be proud of all that we did 
to strengthen our community and to make constructive 
change in the communities around us. 
     I am jazzed for the year that is coming up. We enter 
the year planted on firm ground,  prepared to face the 
next important set of challenges for us as a community. I 
think these include: 
     Caring for our building – Our physical home is in need 
of some significant repair. In addition, we want our 
building to be more accessible and more welcoming to 
our own community and to those who join us.  
     Completing our Rabbinic transition – Rabbis David and 
Dev will be serving as Co-Rabbis for this year until the  

 
next stage of the transition occurs in July 2017. We will 
have many chances to appreciate Rabbi David for his 
years of work and to prepare for Rabbi Dev’s step into 
the senior rabbinic role. We will also be searching for a 
dynamic new Director of Kehilla School to join our Kehilla 
leadership team.  
     Addressing the issues of a growing community – 
Kehilla grew by 25 member households in the past year 
and we have reason to think that we will continue to 
grow this year as well. We will need to put attention to 
welcoming our new members, as well as to how we 
maintain our intimacy and individual care while we grow. 
     Thinking about our next 5-10 years – As our present 
day situation has become stable, we now have the 
opportunity to image our future as a congregation and to 
strategize and prioritize the steps that will get us there.    
The Kehilla Board and many of our other committees will 
have opportunities to do this kind of thinking. 
     I am excited for the opportunity to engage with you 
this year on these issues and on the many other aspects 
of Kehilla life.  
     May we all have a sweet year of working, building, 
growing and celebrating together as a community. 
L’Shana Tova

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

It's Membership Renewal Time! 

    It is time again for you to renew your annual Kehilla dues pledge. 

     We are excited to have a new membership renewal and registration process, a result of another one of our 
year’s major accomplishments - a new, upgraded database. We now have one form that is used for membership 
renewals, new memberships and religious school registrations. The form will combine all fees and allow you to 
set up a payment plan. We will also be able to automatically update your contact information into the database.  

     We strongly encourage everyone to renew their membership electronically. If you need a paper registration 
form, please contact Sasha Gottfried at 510-547-2424 x100 or Sasha@kehillasynagogue.org  

     You have recently received a letter and a couple of emails outlining the renewal/registration process. You can 
access the renewal/registration form by going to the to the Kehilla website or to the link in the renewal emails.  

     We deeply appreciate your membership in this community and look forward to another year together! 

  

http://kehillasynagogue.org/oh-
mailto:Sasha@kehillasynagogue.org
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Chai Elul Shabbat & 
New Member Welcome 

Saturday, September 10, 10am 

      Join our “Bima Team” for a spirited, musical service as 
we immerse in the month of Elul and prepare for the High 
Holy Days. Our newest members will receive a special 
honor during the Torah service, and we’ll kick off the 
morning with Ketzev Kehilla, our prayerful percussion 
orchestra. Come one, come all! Children most welcome! 
Vegetarian potluck luncheon to follow. Please bring a 
vegetarian dish to share.  Kiddush also sponsored by Ruth 
Goldstone & James Eder in honor of Ruth's mother Merle 
S. Goldstone's yartzheit. 

 

Solar Lights for Gaza Fundraiser & 
 Pre-Shabbat Potluck 

Friday, September 16, 5:30pm 
     This is a special pre-Shabbat Service gathering and 
potluck meal organized by Kehilla’s Greening Committee 
and Middle East Peace Committee. The purpose is to raise 
tzedakah for Rebuilding Alliance’s project to provide solar 
lights for the residents of Gaza where electricity is often 
available for only four or five hours in a day. This is 
especially needed by children who would otherwise study 
at night by hazardous candle or kerosene light. Guest 
speaker: Donna Baranski-Walker, founder of Rebuilding 
Alliance. We will have a Potluck Dinner in the Social Hall 
starting at 6:00.  Please bring a vegetarian or fish dish to 
share.  Followed by Kabbalat Shabbat Service at 7:30. (See 
article, p. 8.) 

 

Elul Shabbat Service with  
the Chevra Kadisha 

Saturday, September 17, 10:30am 

     Led by Rabbi David, Hazzan Shulamit, and Julie 
Nesnansky. Celebrating the completion of our “Sh’mira 
Readings Project.” Sh’mira is the ritual of staying with the 
body of the deceased in the period preceding the funeral 
during which the shomer (“guardian”) traditionally reads 
from the book of psalms. For our members, when they do 
Sh’mira, Kehilla’s Chevra Kadisha has assembled readings 
from innovative and interpretive translations of the psalms, 
some of which we will read at this service. We will have a 
short Torah reading that morning with one aliyah. 
Deuteronomy 22:6-12. If you want to chant this, email 
Rabbi David.  In the Fireside Room. Kiddush sponsored by 
the Chevra Kadisha. 

A Community Forum on the  
Movement for Black Lives Platform 

Study & Conversation 
Sunday September 18, 3:30 – 7:00pm 

     Join us as we come together to study the 
platform as a community and to listen deeply to 
what the Movement’s leaders are saying. Rabbi 
David, Rabbi Dev, Hazzan Shulamit, and Rabbi Burt 
have endorsed the Movement for Black Lives 
Platform as individuals.  We invite you to read the 
entire platform, either ahead of time or at the 
Forum.   
    Our intention is to create a community forum 
that centers the Platform’s demands for racial and 
economic justice, while making space for the 
complex emotional responses that may arise for us 
in relationship to Jewish identity, racial identity and 
all the aspects of ourselves that make each of us 
who we are. 
    ( See article on p. 9 for details.)  

Kehilla High Holy Days Art Reception 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Saturday, September 17, 3:30-6:30pm 

     Kehilla is honored to present a group show 
reflecting this year’s High Holy Days theme of 
Immigrants. Refugees. Longing. Home. For the first 
time, Kehilla will be using art to deepen our 
individual and collective connection to the High Holy 
Days. 
     Over 20 Kehilla members have contributed more 
than 30 pieces, including sketches, paintings, mixed 
media, ceramics, photos, and narrative. The work is 
both beautiful and powerful. We invite you to join us 
at the artists’ reception.  Thanks to the talent and 
generosity of our congregation, art will be displayed 
not only in the Fireside Room but throughout the 
synagogue. Light refreshments will be served. We 
look forward to seeing you there! 
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A Gym for Writers 
     Have you always wanted to explore writing and 
other writers, but need a supportive environment 
to get the ink going? Here's an open invitation for 
all those who'd like to discuss forming a Jewish-
based writing group. 
     The possibilities might include — a place where 
we can generate new writing based on prompts 
and other self-starters, exchange information 
about our favorite Jewish writers and poets, read 
together, or something else.  
      If interested, please contact Lenore Weiss at 
webcontentlw@gmail.com  with "Gym for 
Writers"  in the subject line.   

Yoga for Renewal: 
Rooted in Jewish Mystical Teachings 

with Julie Emden of Jewish LearningWorks 

 

Sunday, September 18, 2:00-4:00pm 

     Integrate, mind, body, heart and spirit. Enhance 
your practices for living in balance and wellness with 
this gentle, grounded Iyengar-based yoga and 
movement practice infused with themes of 
realignment and renewal for the Jewish New Year. 

     Location:  4th Street Yoga, 1809 4th St., Berkeley 
     Cost:  $25.   Register: yogasept20.eventbrite.com 

     Co-sponsored by 4th Street Yoga, Chochmat HaLev, 
Congregation Netivot Shalom, Kehilla Community 

Synagogue, Temple Sinai Oakland. 

     Contact: jemden@jewishlearningworks.org 
About Julie Emden:  Julie directs the Embodied Jewish 
Learning Initiative at Jewish LearningWorks. A graduate of 
five fellowship and certification programs related to her 
work as a Jewish Educator and as a Yoga, Movement and 
Dance Instructor, Julie holds a BA from the University of 
Michigan. She holds teaching certifications in Iyengar-
based yoga from the Yoga Room in Berkeley, in Yoga and 
Jewish Spirituality from Elat Chayyim Center for Jewish 
Spirituality, and in Movement-based Expressive Arts from 
Tamalpa Institute.  

 “We Are the Bridge” Exhibit Reception 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Sunday, September 18, 1- 3 pm 
     This exhibit showcases works by artists of multiple 
faith traditions, and is sponsored by the Faith Trio 
(Kehilla, Islamic Cultural Center, and Montclair 
Presbyterian).  It includes a large selection from the 
May 2015 interfaith exhibition held at the Islamic 
Cultural Center of Northern California. Kehilla artists 
Tamar Raine, Susan Freundlich and Lea Delson are 
represented in this exhibit, along with many other 
wonderful artists.  Free Reception with Music. 

 At Osher Marin JCC  
 200 North San Pedro Rd. San Rafael 

 
Mission Dolores Window by Lea Delson 

 

The Bird of Many Colors: 
A Pre-Holy Days Ingathering 

Saturday, September 24 
Shmooze: 7:15pm  Program: 8pm 

     Gather with us one week before Rosh Hashanah, as 
we turn together toward the Days of Awe. This year, 
rather than observing Selichot with a service, all are 
welcome to an evening of community, music, stories, 
meditation and reflection.  

      Join us in the social hall for a little nosh and 
socializing, followed by a program led by the Kehilla 
spiritual leadership and musical prayer leaders, as we 
focus our awareness and maybe set some intention for 
our experience of the holy days.   If you are new to 
Kehilla, or to Kehilla’s observance of the High Holydays, 
this evening is a lovely way to begin the experience.  If 
you’re accustomed to the Selichot services of the last 
few years, you’ll find a similar opportunity in this 
program for settling into intention and reflection. 

 

mailto:webcontentlw@gmail.com
mailto:jemden@jewishlearningworks.org
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"Mrs. Reiff And The Counterfeit Shop" 
by Stephanie Anne Johnson 

A Staged Play Reading 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Sunday, September 25, 5pm 

     We are delighted to present a staged reading of 
Stephanie Anne Johnson’s newest play. This 
autobiographical portrait begins when teenaged 
Stephanie looks into the window of an art store in 
Englewood, New Jersey. 
      Welcomed by Mrs. Reiff, the owner of the 
Counterfeit Shop, they develop a decades long 
friendship which transcends age, culture, race, and 
religion. There are flashbacks to highlight this 
historical moment on the East Coast when Black 
people and Jewish people shared common cause in 
the quest for social justice. A surprising cultural 
intersection is revealed at the end of the play. 
      Susan Felix, Bruce Bierman, and Stephanie Anne 
Johnson will be the readers. Bruce Bierman will lead 
participants in Jewish dance before an open 
discussion of this play in development.   
     People of all ages are welcome to attend this 
event.  Admission is free. Donations for the actors 
and technician will be gratefully accepted. 

In the Sanctuary 

 

Sukkot Shabbat: 
Friday Evening Potluck in the Sukkah 

 
Friday, October 21, 6:30pm 

    Bring the whole family and join us for a Sukkot 
dinner in the Sukkah (and/or Social Hall). This is not a 
ritual-heavy event – our major purpose is to 
celebrate and be happy which is the very purpose 
the Torah describes for the holiday. We’ll do a few 
blessings, then a potluck dinner, conversation, 
perhaps a chance for kids to make sukkah 
decorations, and then, as you choose to, do the ritual 
of blessing the lulav palm frond and shaking in 
blessing to all the world’s directions with Rabbi 
David.   Remember: Bring a veggie potluck dish to 
share and be joyous! (Fish okay, but no shellfish, 
please.) 

 

Annual Harvest Dinner of the Faith Trio 
“Solidarity: A Spiritual Necessity”  

 

 
Saturday evening, November 5 

 
6:15 Come early if you would like to be present at the 
Muslim evening service 
6:45 Multi-Faith Blessings, Potluck Dinner (see below) 
and Conversation 
 
     The Faith Trio is an alliance of Kehilla Community 
Synagogue, Islamic Cultural Center of Northern 
California, and Montclair Presbyterian Church. Every 
year we hold an autumn gathering. Often we have a 
theme for discussion at the tables. The opening 
question this year: “What is your earliest memory of an 
experience where you met someone from another 
religious background?” Our discussions will focus on 
the spiritual necessity for interfaith solidarity.  
Designated potluck: Kehilla members bring veggy 
salads (fish okay). 

At the Islamic Cultural Center of Northern California 
1433 Madison Street, Oakland near 14th Street 
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Kehilla Neighborhood Brunches Return! 
Sunday, October 16, 11:00am-1:00pm

If you have ever wanted to find out more about the 
Kehilla members in your neighborhood and to make 
connections in your local village - come to a Kehilla 
Neighborhood Brunch!   This year our brunch is on the 
day of the first evening of Sukkot. 

WHERE: We expect to have hosts for Berkeley, 
Richmond, South Oakland and the 
Rockridge/Temescal/Grand Lake/Piedmont area of 
Oakland. WHAT: The hosts will provide juice, coffee 
and tea.   

Guests are asked to bring vegetarian brunch items to 
share. 

Save the Date and look for further announcements in 
the weekly emails or call the office!  We hope to see 
you there!  If you are willing to volunteer your home, 
please email chesed@kehillasynagogue.org.  Your offer 
will be much appreciated. 

Shalom, 
The Chesed Committee 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Erev Simchat Torah Celebration!  
Monday, October 24 

 

 

 

 

at Chochmat HaLev   
2215 Prince St., Berkeley at Fulton. 

Join with all the Bay Area Renewal communities for 
a night of sacred and ecstastic dancing to live 
music and special Torah chanting to celebrate the 
conclusion of our High Holy Day journey.    

6:00pm  Special Kids Celebration with Jen Miriam 
and Alon Altman, dance and sing around the Torah 
with  puppets, music and friends 

6:30pm Vegetarian potluck dinner 

7:00 pm Maariv, Dancing and Torah service with 
the Shirat HaLev Musicians 

9:30 pm- Kiddush and refreshments 

Donation:  Members of participating organizations: 
$15-10   General Public $20-15   Children: $5 

Save the Date! 

The Buddha & The Ba’al Shem Tov 
With Zoketsu Norman Fischer, Rabbi Burt Jacobson &  

Rabbi Dev Noily  
Come celebrate Rabbi Burt's 80th Birthday! 

Saturday Evening, November 19, 7:30pm 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

   Our own visionary teacher Rabbi Burt and noted poet, 
meditation teacher and Zen Buddhist priest, Norman 
Fischer will be in dialogue, moderated by Rabbi Dev. They 
will explore parallels in the teaching and lives of the 
Buddha and the Ba’al Shem Tov, two enlightened teachers 
who saw the Divine everywhere, and taught the spiritual 
values of mystery, compassion, love and joy. 

   Come and celebrate Rabbi Burt’s 80th birthday and 50th 
year in the rabbinate! The dialogue will be followed by 
delectable desserts and drinks in the Social Hall. 

   PLEASE NOTE – We will be celebrating Rabbi Burt’s 80th 
throughout Shabbat on November 18 & 19.  We will have 
Kabbalat Shabbat services and oneg on Friday night, and 
special Shabbat morning services and lunch on Saturday. 

Sanctuary 
 

 

 

 

mailto:chesed@kehillasynagogue.org.
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Book Discussion Group 
All Kehilla members are welcome to join us for our customary meetings on the second Monday of the month at 7pm in 
the Fireside Room. These books are from the San Francisco Jewiish Community Library and there might be copies to 
borrow. 

Monday, September 12, 7pm 
The Fixer by Bernard Malamud 

     The Fixer (1966) is Bernard Malamud's best-known 
and most acclaimed novel -- one that makes manifest his 
roots in Russian fiction, especially that of Isaac Babel.  
Set in Kiev in 1911 during a period of heightened anti-
Semitism, the novel tells the story of Yakov Bok, a Jewish 
handyman blamed for the brutal murder of a young 
Russian boy. Bok leaves his village to try his luck in Kiev, 
and after denying his Jewish identity, finds himself 
working for a member of the anti-Semitic Black 
Hundreds Society. When the boy is found nearly drained 
of blood in a cave, the Black Hundreds accuse the Jews of 
ritual murder. Arrested and imprisoned, Bok refuses to 
confess to a crime that he did not commit. 
 

 

Monday, October 10, 7pm 
Mystics of Mile End by Sigal Samuel 

     Sigal Samuel’s debut novel, in the vein of Nicole 
Krauss’s bestselling The History of Love, is an imaginative 
story that delves into the heart of Jewish mysticism, 
faith, and family. In the half-Hasidic, half-hipster 
Montreal neighborhood of Mile End, eleven-year-old Lev 
Meyer is discovering that there may be a place for 
Judaism in his life. As he learns about science in his day 
school, Lev begins his own extracurricular study of the 
Bible’s Tree of Knowledge with neighbor Mr. Katz, who is 
building his own Tree out of trash. Meanwhile his sister 
Samara is secretly studying for her Bat Mitzvah with 
next-door neighbor and Holocaust survivor, Mr. 
Glassman. All the while his father, David, a professor of 
Jewish mysticism, is a non-believer. 

 
Solar Lights for Gaza Fundraiser & 

 Pre-Shabbat Potluck 
Please join Kehilla’s Greening and Middle East Peace Committees for a potluck dinner on  

September 16 at 5:30pm and fundraiser to support the children of Gaza. 

         Gaza is still recovering from fifty-one days of 
bombing in 2014. Electricity, water, and sewage systems 
are all still very fragile, and more than 17,000 people are 
still in temporary housing. Families there are affected 
daily by rolling black-outs. Far too often electricity is 
only available for 4 hours per day. Children must do 
their homework by dangerous kerosene lamps or 
candlelight. For the last year, the Rebuilding Alliance, a 
local non-profit organization, has been fundraising and 
shpping solar powered lights to Non-Governmental 
Organizations in Gaza. Our goal is to help raise funds to 
help them send the next pallet of 1,920 solar-powered 
lights to Gaza's children. 
     Our speaker for the evening will be Donna Baranski-
Walker, founder and Executive Director of Rebuilding 
Alliance, who was in Gaza in April to distribute the first 
pallet of solar lights. Rebuilding Alliance is working with 
Palestinian Non-Governmental Organizations in Gaza to 
distribute the solar lights to children and families in 
need. Donna will explain how Rebuilding Alliance is able 
to send the solar-powered lights through the blockade 
following pre-clearance by both Palestinian and Israeli 
Customs. She also will tell us about their NGO partners 
and some of the families she visited in Gaza. This will be 

a rare opportunity to hear directly from someone who 
has spent time in Gaza supporting children and families.  
     Rebuilding Alliance has already delivered three pallets 
of solar lights so children in Gaza can safely study and 
spend time with their families. There are 700,000 
children in Gaza.  Please join us on Sept. 16th to help 
Rebuilding Alliance send more Luci Lights to Gaza's 
children. 
     We will have a Potluck Dinner in the Social Hall 
starting at 5:30. Please bring a vegetarian or fish dish to 
share.  
     And please join us after dinner and the presentation 
for a spirited, musical Kabbalat Shabbat service to sing, 
meditate, dance, and rest in the joy and peace of 
Shabbat. Led by Hazzan Shulamit and Julie Nesnansky. 
     We hope you can join us on September 16 to hear first 
hand from our guest about her experience personally 
delivering solar lights to Gaza. But if you can’t make it, 
please make a donation to this great project!  
     You can donate at this link: 
https://commitchange.com/ca/burlingame-
94010/rebuilding-alliance/events/kehilla-for-gazas-
children 

https://commitchange.com/ca/burlingame-
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You’re Invited: 
A Community Forum on the Movement for Black Lives Platform: 

Study & Conversation 

Sunday September 18, 3:30 – 7:00pm 
by Rabbi Dev Noily 

     In early August the Movement for Black Lives 
Platform was published.  Organizers described their 
project this way: 

In response to the sustained and increasingly visible 
violence against Black communities in the U.S. and 
globally, a collective of more than 50 organizations 
representing thousands of Black people from across 
the country have come together with renewed 
energy and purpose to articulate a common vision 
and agenda. 
Our resistance and rebellion are not new, but like 
other times in history have come to a critical mass, 
and the bravery of those in Ferguson and across 
the country captured the attention of the world. A 
year ago, over 2,000 of us gathered in Cleveland to 
reflect on the state of our movement for liberation 
and celebrate our people, both those who have 
fallen and those who have survived. It was there 
that we began the process of uniting to articulate a 
shared vision of the world we want to live in. 

     The Platform articulates that sweeping and radical 
vision for racial and economic justice. It addresses 
reparations, education, healthcare, housing, policing, 
militarization (domestic and foreign), incarceration, 
criminalization, community control, and other aspects 
of U.S. society and policy that impact Black lives. 
     We’re excited to come together to study the 
platform as a community and to listen deeply to what 
the Movement’s leaders are saying. Rabbi David, 
Hazzan Shulamit, Rabbi Burt and I have endorsed the 
Movement for Black Lives Platform as individuals.  As I 
read the Platform I felt the tectonic plates of racial 
injustice in our country begin to shift.  In the profound 
language of the background pieces I could hear more 
of the stories of Black lives, deepening my awareness 
of the differences between my experience as White 
person and the experiences of so many Black people I 

live alongside.   I heard the Platform as a call to listen 
to Black voices, as a call to compassion, and as a call to 
join more fully in the M4BL struggle to root out the 
injustice that continues to rot the core of our country.  
This feels like an extraordinary historic moment to me, 
and I feel humbled and grateful for the Movement for 
Black Lives as path to justice for all of us. 
     We’d like Kehilla to consider endorsing the Platform 
as an organization as well. This Forum will be our first 
communal conversation about the Platform, and will 
help us to discern the next steps in this process.   
     The primary focus of our learning and 
conversations will be the current and historic 
experiences of Black people in the U.S., and the ways 
that White supremacy has operated, and continues to 
operate in our society and in our souls. 
     We invite you to read the entire platform, either 
ahead of time or at the September 18 Community 
Forum.  The first part of the afternoon will be devoted 
to studying the Platform.  You will find links to a 
summary of the Platform, and to the deeper analysis 
of each of its six parts on our website at this link: 
http://kehillasynagogue.org/event/a-community-
forum-on-the-movement-for-black-lives-platform-
study-conversation/  
     After doing text study with the Platform we’ll have 
a break and a nosh/snack.  The second half of the 
afternoon will be a compassionate listening-style 
session, where people gather in facilitated small 
groups to share their responses, reactions to and 
questions about the platform.  We will have at least 
one small group for People of Color.  We’ll end with 
everyone coming together to share highlights from the 
small group conversations.  You may come for the 
whole time, or just the first half, or just the second 
half.   [continued on p. 13.]

 

http://kehillasynagogue.org/event/a-community-
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New Adult Education Classes Fall 2016 

To Register for Classes: You can register and pay online at www.KehillaSynagogue.org (click on the 
"LEARN" link and then click on Adult Education), or send check payable to Kehilla to Kehilla, 

 1300 Grand Ave., Piedmont, CA 94610.  

 
 
“700 Benches: Experiencing Biblical Hebrew” 
Class 
Begins September 8, 6:30pm 
Taught by Jenna Kemp 
Have you ever wanted to read and understand Torah 
Hebrew? As a first phase in the launch of Kehilla’s new 
“700 Benches” beit-midrash program,  Kehilla is 
offering  a class designed to be an immersive 
experience in the language and structure of biblical 
Hebrew. What do we mean by “immersive?" Think of 
once a week jumping into the deep end of the pool—
with water wings as needed, swim buddies, and a 
lifeguard. 
This class is a multi-level beit-midrash in which 
students will learn the grammar that will allow them 
to begin reading biblical Hebrew without an English 
translation. Working primarily in chevrutah (pairs, 
small groups), we will learn grammar together, while 
simultaneously reading biblical narrative in Hebrew. 
People at all levels of Hebrew abilities are encouraged 
to join. Students will be expected to do some 
homework and memorization, but the emphasis is on 
concepts and resources that will allow you to begin to 
“swim” on your own! 
If you are interested in the class, but need some work 
on your aleph-bet, you will find resources to help get 
you up to speed on our website at this link: 
http://kehillasynagogue.org/online-hebrewbiblical-
text-resources/ 
Prerequisite: Aleph-bet and Vowels 
Dates:  Thursdays, Sept. 8- Sept. 29, Oct. 27, Nov. 3 (A 
six-session series) 
Time: 6:30-8:30pm 
Cost: $150 Kehilla members, $180 General Public.  No 
one turned away for lack of ability to pay the full 
amount. If you are unable to pay the full amount, 
please contact sjgrodin@comcast.net. 
Questions? Contact Jenna Stover-Kemp at 
jennakemp25@gmail.com or Sharon Grodin at 
sjgrodin@comcast.net. No one is turned away for lack 
of funds; please discuss this with us. 

 
 

 
 
Conversion Group  
Begins September 12, 7:30pm 
Led by Rabbi Dev Noily and Sharon Grodin 

 Kehilla’s conversion group is the communal portion of 
a process of individual inquiry that each participant 
anticipates will lead to adopting Judaism.  Kehilla’s 
spiritual leaders Rabbi Dev and Sharon Grodin are 
available to guide participants in their reading, 
selection of classes, and experiences that inform their 
education toward discernment about this decision. 
 The group is not an “introduction to Judaism” class, 
but rather a forum where participants reflect on and 
share insights about the studies and experiences each 
is undertaking within Kehilla and elsewhere.  The 
group meets once a month for 1-1/2 hours, which 
typically includes some learning together and 
responding to each others’ questions. Because this 
group is intended to support conversion in the 
context of Kehilla community, after the first two 
sessions, participants are expected to decide whether 
Kehilla is a good fit for them; if so, participants will be 
come members, and if not, participants will be 
supported in finding an alternative for their 
conversion studies. 
If you are interested in this group, please contact 
Sharon Grodin at sjgrodin@comcast.net.  
Dates:  Mondays, Sept. 12, Nov. 14, Dec. 12  
Cost: No charge (but see above about membership).  
Led by Rabbi Dev and Sharon Grodin. 
Location: Sanctuary/Buber Room 

 

http://www.KehillaSynagogue.org
http://kehillasynagogue.org/online-hebrewbiblical-
mailto:sjgrodin@comcast.net.
mailto:jennakemp25@gmail.com
mailto:sjgrodin@comcast.net.
mailto:sjgrodin@comcast.net.
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Adult Education (continued) 
 
"Drumming As Prayer" Class 
A Two-Class Series: September 18 & September 21 
Taught by Debbie Fier, Kehilla Musical Prayer Leader & 
“Heartbeat of the Service"  
     Drumming is an active form of meditation. It 
provides a wonderful way to be present, express 
yourself and learn how to drum with a group in sacred 
community space. At Kehilla, we are creating an 
intergenerational drum group, called Ketzev Kehilla, 
(the Beats of Kehilla), and we have been learning 
some of the rhythms for the Kehilla melodies and also 
drumming at our Chai Shabbat services. 
     This is a two-class series. It can be taken as a series 
or as individual classes. (However, if you want to 
drum at High Holy Days services, you must come to 
both classes.) 
       Those who wish to will have the opportunity to 
drum for our High Holy Days services at the Scottish 
Rite Center in Oakland. Participants who want to join 
us in drumming need to commit to coming to both 
classes of the series (exceptions may be made IF you 
have taken previous ‘Drumming as Prayer’ classes with 
Debbie. In those cases you must come to at least 1 
class). If you have taken this class before, and enjoy 
drumming in our Kehilla circle, please come to the 
class!  We will always learn new rhythms, practice new 
exercises and continue building on what we have 
previously done. 
     All ages and all levels welcome!  Please bring a 
drum if you have one.  If you need a drum for the 
class, please email Sasha@kehillasynagogue.org and 
we will do our best to provide one. Hand percussion 
(shakers, claves, etc.) will be provided. 
     Dates: Sunday, Sept 18 - 4-5:30 and Wednesday,  
Sept 21, 7-8:30 in the Fireside Room.  
    Cost:  2-class series: $36 members/ $46 non-
members; Individual class: $20 members/ $25 non-
members 
    Location: Fireside Room 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Chai Mitzvah Group Forming: “A Jewish Year” 
Begins Sunday, October 16, 5:30pm 

In response to many requests for a more structured, 
group-based program for exploring Judaism, Kehilla is 
offering a Chai Mitzvah group beginning in October.  
What is “Chai Mitzvah,” you ask?  It’s a curriculum and 
structure created by a Jewish-multidenominational 
(including Renewal) group of rabbis and educators, 
designed to support group study and a period of 
committed personal exploration.  No prior experience 
with Judaism or Hebrew is required.  Here’s what the 
creators have to say about it: 

“Chai Mitzvah is a unique adult engagement program 
that encourages an integrated, experiential approach 
to Jewish life through five simple components. Each 
participant:  

1. Attends monthly group learning with a set 
curriculum provided by Chai Mitzvah.  

2. Chooses an independent study topic for the year.  

3. Chooses a ritual/spiritual practice to take on for the 
year.  

4. Chooses a social action activity to commit to for the 
year.  

5. Celebrates the journey!”  

In our case, we’ve chosen “A Jewish Year” as an 
overarching theme. Participants will investigate and 
experience the Jewish calendar as it occurs, separately 
or together, as interests dictate.  Our mitzvah group 
will meet on third Sundays starting in October, with 
minimal costs set to cover our fee from Chai Mitzvah 
for the materials (the more participants, the lower the 
cost, but we are setting the initial registration fee 
$18/person for the 9-month period).  The group may 
decide to engage speakers or project leaders on 
particular topics and share the cost of that additional 
enrichment.  For more information about the 
program, see www.chaimitzvah.org.  For questions 
about our group, contact sjgrodin@comcastnet. 

Dates: Monthly for 9 months, beginning Sunday,  
Oct. 16, 5:30-7pm 

Cost: $18/person 

Location: Back classsroom, main floor 

mailto:Sasha@kehillasynagogue.org
http://www.chaimitzvah.org.
mailto:sjgrodin@comcastnet.
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Adult Education (continued) 
 

Elements of Magical Judaism 
Begins Monday, October 16, 6:00pm 
with Reclaiming* Teachers  
Jude Elf & Maggid Jonathan Furst 
Join us for a six-week exploration of Earth-based 
Judaism through the elements of Earth, Air, Fire, 
Water and Spirit. Develop personal practices and 
improvisational ritual co-creation skills, blending 
modern G!ddess-oriented magic with traditional 
Jewish and ancient Hebraic spirituality.  
Dates: Mondays, October 17 - November 21, 6pm  
Cost: $240-$90 sliding scale 
Location: Sanctuary 
For More Info: contact jfurst@pobox.com or  
415-516-4904 
*Learn more about Reclaiming here: 
http://www.reclaiming.org/  
Co-sponsored by the Jewitch Collective and Derech 
Ha'Aretz Outdoor Yeshiva 
 
I Never Knew Hebrew Could Be So Much Fun 
Class 
Begins Sunday, October 23, 10:30am 
Taught by Bracha Stone 
Once again Bracha is offering her fabulous course in 
beginning Hebrew. Absolutely no previous Hebrew 
experience is required or expected. Come and find out 
why you don’t have to know very much at all in order 
to have Hebrew take on a very special place in your 
life. Bracha loves to teach this class since adults tend 
to be very compliant students and they ask such 
serious questions. Form a community of like-minded 
adults, play games, sing songs and learn, learn, learn.  
Repeaters welcomed!! 

Dates:  Sunday, Oct. 23, 30, Nov. 6, 10:30am-11:45am 
Cost:  $54 members, $66 nonmembers 
Location: Given at the time of registration. 
Call Bracha for questions or concerns. 510-703-2220. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Personalizing Our Experience With Jewish 
Liturgy 
First meeting: Sunday, October 23, 6:30pm 
A new group convened by Bracha Stone 
Designed for those who want to explore an expanded 
and creative relationship to Jewish liturgy. While there 
is no expectation of a belief in "God," this group is 
designed for those who desire to personally connect 
to "something-bigger-than-us" and/or "the-wisdom-
deep-within-us." We will witness and be witnessed as 
we explore our attraction and creative responses to 
traditional Jewish prayer practice. We will meet 
together once a month for 5 months. We will also 
participate in a weekly email conversation concerning 
our intentions, and the challenges and blessings we 
experience as we enact our them. 
Dates:  First meeting is Sunday, Oct. 23, 6:30-8:30. 
There will be a meeting at the same time in the 
evening in November, December, January and 
February. Specific dates for each month will be 
determined by October 1st.  
Cost:  $120 members, $150 nonmembers 
Location: Given at the time of registration.  
Call Bracha for questions or concerns. 510-703-2220.  

A Class in the Poetic Word 
Begins Wednesday, October 26, 7pm 
Taught by Lenore Weiss 
Come learn about several outstanding twentieth-
century American Jewish poets, including a number of 
contemporary writers. The four-session class will 
examine work by poets who express diverse 
connections to the Jewish experience.  For the first 
hour of each session, we will examine and discuss the 
poet’s work. Using writing prompts from the readings, 
during the second hour we will respond to the poetry 
in whatever written form we choose. Open to all. No 
writing experience is required. Special guest visits by 
local poets. All lovers of the word are encouraged to 
participate. Bring a notebook and pen. 
Dates: Wednesday, Oct. 26, Nov.  9,  Nov. 23, Nov. 30, 
7-9pm 
Cost: $88 members, $112 nonmembers 
Location: Fireside Room 
 

mailto:jfurst@pobox.com
http://www.reclaiming.org/
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A Community Forum on the Movement for Black Lives Platform 
[continued] 
     Part of the platform, called Invest/Divest, deals 
with connections between U.S. military spending and 
interventions abroad on the one hand, and the lack of 
funding for domestic social needs and militarization of 
U.S. police on the other hand. This part of the 
platform also addresses U.S. military support for Israel 
and the unjust treatment of Palestinians under 
Occupation, using language that some Jewish people 
and organizations have objected to strongly.   
     Our intention is to create a community forum that 
centers the Platform’s demands for racial and 

economic justice, while making space for the complex 
emotional responses that may arise for us in 
relationship to Jewish identity, racial identity and all 
the aspects of ourselves that make each of us who we 
are.  
     Please be in touch with us if you have questions or 
feedback.  
     RSVP if you can  to Sasha@kehillasynagogue.org.  
 – it will help us a lot as we plan the afternoon. 

 
 

Join the 30th Annual G.R.I.P. Harmony Walk in Richmond 
To End Hunger & Homelessness-to Benefit the Greater Richmond Interfaith Program 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     On October 29, Greater Richmond Interfaith 
Program is hosting its 30th annual Harmony Walk/Run 
to End Homelessness in Richmond. Several Kehilla 
members and members of St. John’s Church joined a 
team last year in memory of David McPhail and Judy 
Abel, GRIP activists who both died in September, 
2015.  
     That team raised over $1,000 in support of the 
Souper Center, a program operated by GRIP, which 
serves meals to homeless and needy residents and 
also runs a family shelter. David and Irene, his wife, 
both Kehilla members, and Betty Young, started a 
group now called David’s Dinner Group which 
prepares a monthly meal for families staying at the 
GRIP shelter. Several Kehilla members, people who 
had been members of an El Cerrito church where 
David had ministered, and members of St John’s 
Presbyterian Church in Berkeley, are in the dinner 
group as well. 
     David did this Walk every year through 2014. 

Kehilla members have another opportunity this year 
to remember and honor David while helping to ease 
homelessness. 
     We encourage everyone’s participation in or pledge 
of money to the team. We will have a team name and 
a team page set-up with the Harmony Walk website 
by mid-September. 
     The web address with a link to our team page & 
further details will be provided in the Kehilla weekly 
e-mails.    
     Check-in on October 29 begins at 9:00 a.m. The Run 
starts at 10:30 a.m. The Walk starts at 10:45 a.m. You 
can walk or run for as much, or as little, a distance as 
you want.  And, there will be a festival in the park 
after the walk.  
     Please consider sending a donation or joining the 
team after the team page is setup. If you have 
questions about the team, feel free to contact Sue 
Goldberg directly at suegoldberg@sbcglobal.net 

 
Pictured: Alex Madonik, Ruthie Levin, Richard Speiglman, Sue Goldberg 

 

mailto:Sasha@kehillasynagogue.org.
mailto:suegoldberg@sbcglobal.net
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An Interview with Spiritual Leader Avi Rose 
by Bill Lazarus

     More refugees are 
fleeing persecution now 
than at any time since the 
end of World War II, says 
Avi Rose, who has spent 
most of his life as a political 
and social activist, and who 
now finds himself turning 
more and more to issues of 
immigration and the flood 
of people seeking safe 
haven. With millions of 
refugees left homeless and 
nationless as the result of 
warfare in Syria and 
elsewhere, Avi sees the 

Jewish response as extending “beyond empathizing. 
“It’s identifying,” he says. “We need to see ourselves 
as coming out of Egypt.” 

     “We were strangers. We know the heart of the 
stranger,” adds Avi, who is executive director of 
Jewish Family and Community Services East Bay . That 
“central narrative” of the Jewish people is a key these 
days to the work of JFCS. About 2,000 of the 8,000 
people it annually serves are refugees and other 
immigrants. While the work of JFCS has historically 
been geared toward helping the Jewish community, it 
is not exclusively so. Avi says, “Tikkun Olam is not 
about bringing healing only to the Jewish people. It’s 
about “olam.” It’s about the world as a whole.” 

     When Avi started work at JFCS in 2005, the agency 
was already involved with helping immigrants from all 
over the world. When the surge of Jewish immigration 
from the Former Soviet Union subsided in the 1990’s, 
JFCS began to serve people from other countries, 
including Afghanistan, Bosnia, Cambodia, Iran, Iraq 
and Syria. Many of these refugees are Muslims. JFCS 
currently helps numerous families from Afghanistan, 
many of whom were subject to persecution after 
assisting Americans in the war against the Taliban. 
JFCS also has devoted itself to helping LGBT refugees 
fleeing particularly harsh oppression because of their 
sexual orientation or gender identities. 

     As a youth, Avi grew up mostly in Phoenix in a 
liberal Jewish family, largely out-of-kilter with the 

mostly right-wing community. His dad hailed from the 
Bronx, and was himself the son of immigrant parents 
who made their way to the United States from 
Lithuania. When Avi was 13, he moved with his family 
to Sacramento, and soon started spending time in the 
Bay Area. It was the late 1960s and “politics, drugs and 
rock and roll — it was all here.” 

     Avi became a political activist in high school, and 
chose to go to college at Brandeis, which was a hotbed 
of leftist politics. While he came out as a gay man in 
college, his activism was focused more on anti-war 
work and economic issues. After college, he worked 
for a period as a union steward. Avi joined other 
progressive Jews in the Boston Committee to 
Challenge Antisemitism and became, in the 1980s, 
involved in New Jewish Agenda, a national 
organization that he co-chaired, and that focused on a 
wide variety of issues, including Mid-East peace, 
feminism, disarmament, LGBT rights, oppression in 
Central America and the sanctuary movement. Avi 
also took up work battling AIDS, and co-edited Twice 
Blessed, a book about gay and lesbian Jews. 

     While Avi was aware of immigration issues, it 
wasn’t then a focus of his work and activism. That 
changed in 2005 when he started at JCFS and found it 
“powerful” to be working to help both Russian Jews 
and Afghan Muslims. “I’m really impressed by the 
resilience of most of the refugees whom we are 
helping.  They are individuals with their own quirks, 
strengths and shortcomings, and most have 
experienced significant trauma. It is a huge 
undertaking to leave your home – everyone and 
everything you know – and start your life over again in 
a new country..” 

     While, culturally, the Bay Area is “really welcoming, 
economically, this is a really hard area to come to,” Avi 
says. As a result, families crowd into small living 
quarters together, and people work two or three jobs 
to get by. 

     At seders, Avi has hosted refugees. “It’s powerful to 
be at a seder with somebody who has recently had to 
‘leave Egypt,’” he says. Avi also asks, “What is more 
Jewish than resettling refugees?” He answers himself 
in a word. “Nothing.”
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A Note on the Israel/Palestine Values Survey 
by Rabbi David J. Cooper 

 
     Last month we send out to every member 
household a survey to determine support for a 
statement of values on Israel/Palestine. One could 
indicate where one stood on a spectrum from very 
much disagreeing to strong agreement (scale of 1 to 
5). 
     As of this writing, 141 responses have been 
received. 
     99 responses are 5’s – strongly agree. (71.7%) 
     26 are 4’s – generally agree (18.8%) 
     7 are 3’s – more or less neutral (5.1%) 
     3 are 2’s – generally disagree (2.2%) 

     3 are 1’s – very much disagree (2.2%) 
     In a few days, I will be reading the many written 
comments on the proposed wording and I plan to 
print some of them in the November Kol Kehilla, with 
the permission of their authors to print with ascription 
or anonymously. 
     The decision to adopt the statement as is (or with 
grammatical changes) will be in the hands of the 
Kehilla Board. Currently the plan is that in October the 
results of the survey and representative comments 
and suggestions will be forwarded to the Board for 
their consideration and action. 

 
Chevra Kadisha Sh'mira Readings Project 

 
    Kehilla’s Chevra Kadisha is pleased to announce the 
completion of our “Sh’mira Readings Project.”  We 
now have two beautiful volumes that can be used by 
the shomrim (“watchers”) –those who sit with the 
body of a community member who has died until the 
time of burial. 
    Traditionally, shomrim read Psalms during the 
sh’mira  (“watching”).  In Kehilla we have provided 
other readings—poetry and prose from Jewish and 
non-Jewish sources as well as portions of our liturgy—
so that each shomer might deepen his or her own 
reflections on the meaning of life and death.   
     As we embarked on revising and expanding these 
additional readings, our discussions and study led us 
to taking a closer look at The Book of Psalms as well.  
We looked at many different translations and 

interpretations and selected the one for each Psalm 
that we thought invoked the values of Jewish Renewal 
movement.  
     A small group from Kehilla’s Chevra Kadisha 
traveled to Boston in June to present a workshop on 
these readings and to discuss Kehilla’s approach to 
sh’mira at the annual K’vod v Nichum (“honor and 
comfort”) conference.  More than thirty people 
attended our workshop and received our presentation 
with great enthusiasm.   
     We will formally present Kehilla’s Readings for 
Shmira and Psalms for Shmira at the Morning Service, 
Sept 17.  We invite the entire community to join in 
our simcha and to learn more about the practice of 
sh’mira.   

 

Finding Your Spiritual Direction 
 
     Spiritual direction is a process of inner listening that 
enables individuals to discern the movement of the 
Spirit in their lives, so they can come to understand 
both the spiritual dimension and the spiritual direction 
of their experience. In this sense, spiritual direction is 
a pathway to teshuvah, toward finding one’s way back 
to the Source that birthed and sustains each of us.  

     Spiritual directors have been trained to help those 
seeking the Spirit to find direction. They also help 
seekers find appropriate spiritual practices. 

     Rabbi Burt offers individual Kehilla congregants 
hour-long meetings in spiritual direction. Any Kehilla 
member is entitled to such a session once a year 
without cost. Burt usually meets with congregants at 
Kehilla on Tuesday afternoons and evenings, several 
times a month. He also sees people at his home in El 
Sobrante at other times during the week. If you are 
interested in meeting with Rabbi Burt, please contact 
him at Rabburt@earthlink.net, or by calling 
510.283.5704. 

 
 

mailto:Rabburt@earthlink.net,
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Competing Death Penalty Initiatives on November Ballot 

by Beth Weinberger 
 

     This November we'll have a chance to vote again to 
repeal California's death penalty, replacing it with Life 
Without Possibility of Parole.  Unfortunately, a 
competing measure that would attempt to change the 
appeals process to expedite executions has caused 
confusion, especially as the latter measure's title is 
misleading.  So here's an explanation of each of the 
initiatives with recommendations in keeping with 
Kehilla policy. 

 
The Justice that Works Act of 2016—Proposition #62  

 This is essentially the same as Prop. 34 on the 
2012 ballot, which Kehilla supported.  It would replace 
the death penalty with life without the possibility of 
parole.  It would: 

 End state killing and eliminate the possibility 
of executing innocent people.  Since 1973, 
156 people, convicted of murder, have been 
exonerated, 3 of them in California. 

 Keep dangerous criminals from ever being 
released. 

 Save approximately $150 million a year that 
could be put to more productive use. 

 Increase to 60% the portion of wages earned 
by persons sentenced to life without parole 
that may go to victim restitution funds. 

Recommendation:  Support Prop. 62 
 
Death Penalty Reform & Savings Act of 2016—
Proposition #66 

  Prop. 66 attempts to “reform” a  failed death 
penalty system by changing the appeals process.  It 
would remove current safeguards, limit the ability to 
present new evidence of innocence and set unrealistic 
deadlines for trials and appeals.  The changed 

procedures and new deadlines would force hiring of 
hundreds of new, inexperienced attorneys at taxpayer 
expense. If it succeeded, it would: 

 Increase the chances of wrongful convictions 
and execution of innocent people 

 Interfere with our due process and appeals 
processes, which might be found 
unconstitutional after costly and lengthy 
lawsuits. 

 Authorize the state to house death row 
inmates in new prisons. 

 Model California's system after Texas' rapid 
execution mill. 

 Move appeals from the state Supreme Court 
to local county courts, prioritizing these cases 
and the shortened timelines.  It would 
overwhelm lower courts and severely limit 
their ability to hear other types of cases or 
conduct any other court business. 

Recommendation: Oppose Prop. 66 
 
        This fall you'll have a chance to hear more about, 
question and discuss these initiatives, as well 
as a number of others at a Kehilla Ballot Initiatives 
evening, October 17.  Mark your calendars and see 
Richard Speiglman's article, also in this issue, on some 
of the other initiatives, researched and recommended 
by Oakland Community Organizations (OCO.) 
     If you want more information now about the death 
penalty initiatives; if you want to help with the 
campaigns or donate to them, go to 
www.yeson62.com or contact me at 
bethw0104@mindspring.com.  

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Not Registered to Vote?  
 

Please contact karenrachels@gmail.com 
of Kehilla’s Economic Justice Committee 
She will help you get registered before 

the November election 

http://www.yeson62.com
mailto:bethw0104@mindspring.com.
mailto:karenrachels@gmail.com
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Community Discussion of Ballot Propositions and Local Measures 
by Richard Speiglman 

 
Monday, October 17, 7-9pm 

Kehilla Social Hall 
Sponsored by  

Kehilla Economic Justice Committee, Greening Committee and Anti-Death Penalty Action Group 

Bring yourself, your friends and your family, your questions and your answers 

     When I was a kid in Des Moines, reform Rabbi 
Edward Zerin (Temple B’nai Jeshurun) used to implore 
youth – perhaps it was at our B’nai Mitzvot – to be 
“informed, participating Jews.”  I may have taken this 
to be the 11th Commandment, and I think the 
instruction was responsible for my 50-something years 
of reading at least the local, state, and national news 
sections of the daily newspaper.  Sometime later, a 
sociology professor suggested that the important 
news appears in the business section.  We won’t get 
into the question of sports news. 

     I never fully understood the Jews part of the 
obligation.  But nevertheless I’m pretty sure the 
informed/participating charge includes voting and, to 
the extent possible, understanding the implications of 
your vote prior to casting it. 

     In their length, California ballots present a serious 
challenge.  We need each other’s help to become well-
informed prior to voting.  Instead of sitting home 
alone the night before the election frantically trying to 
decide how to vote on propositions and local 
measures, on the evening of October 17th please join 
other community members to discuss ballot 
measures. 

 Bring your sample ballot (and your mail-in or 
absentee ballot if you have one) 

 Join discussion of some of the most important 
state and local ballot measures (if only we had 
time to tend to all of them!) 

 Written materials on all the state propositions 
and some local measures will be available, 
including recommendations from Kehilla, 
Oakland Community Organizations (OCO), and 
other organizations 

 Kehilla members and others actively engaged 
in working on some of the measures will offer 
brief presentations 

 
See the next page for OCO's recommendations on 

several state, county, and City of Oakland issues.  
We’ll have expanded endorsement information by 
October 17th.   

 
Please forward information on other measures, or 

for other localities, to Richard or Beth: 

rspeiglman@sbcglobal.net  

bethw0104@mindspring.com   

Or bring the information with you on October 17th.   

If possible, RSVP to Beth or Richard (see their 
contact information above.) 

mailto:rspeiglman@sbcglobal.net
mailto:bethw0104@mindspring.com
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Oakland Community Organizations 

Recommendations on CA, Alameda County, and City of Oakland issues 

Number Title or focus Content OCO 
endorsement 

State Propositions 

55 Tax extension 
Extends the temporary personal income tax on 
incomes over $250,000 to fund education and 

health care (Prop 30 extension) 
Support 

56 Tobacco tax Increases the cigarette tax to $2 / pack Support 

 57 Public Safety & 
Rehabilitation Act 

Increases parole chances for felons convicted of 
non-violent crimes and provides more 

opportunities to earn credits for good behavior 
Support 

 62 Death penalty Repeals the death penalty in CA Support* 

64 Adult Use of Marijuana Act 
Legalizes adults’ growing, possessing, and using 

marijuana for nonmedical purposes, with certain 
restrictions; establishes regulatory system for 

legal market.  

Neutral 

Alameda County Measures 

A Affordable Housing bond 
(property tax) 

Funding for a variety of approaches to promote 
affordable housing  Support 

Oakland City and School District Measures  

JJ Protect Oakland Renters 
Act  

Strengthen tenants’ rights by requiring owners to 
petition through the Rent Board for rent increases 

above annual CPI, extending just cause eviction 
protections to buildings built through 1995, and 

increasing Rent Board transparency and 
accountability 

Support 

LL 
Form civilian oversight 
commission of police 

department 
Promotes civilian oversight of police department Support 

KK 
Infrastructure 

improvements bond 
(property tax) 

Funding for a variety of improvements to streets, 
sidewalks, public buildings, and some funds for 

affordable housing 
Neutral  

HH Tax distributors of sugar-
sweetened beverages 

Promotes public health by raising price of sugar-
sweetened beverages Support 

G1 Oakland Unified School 
District  bond (parcel tax) 

Funds educator salary increases and middle 
school improvements (as of last draft seen) No vote (yet) 

* Kehilla recommends a yes vote on Prop. 62 and a no vote on Prop 66 (which would speed-up 
executions).  See accompanying article, “Competing Death Penalty Initiatives on November Ballot" on 
p. 17. 
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Seeking Shelter in the Days of Awe:  
 Immigrants and Refugees, Longing and Home 
[continued from p. 1] 
 
You can read a more complete description of our 
theme below.  Throughout the High Holy Days season 
and beyond, we’ll be integrating the spiritual practices 
of this time with ways to learn about and respond to 
the crises of migration that are shaking our world.  
During High Holy Days services we’ll hear from some 
of the folks in our community about their experiences 
with immigrants and refugees.  We’ll also have 
resources available during services about how to 
connect with local groups and join in efforts to 
respond.   
    And in the months following the High Holy Days, 
we’ll host a series of four community workshops, 
featuring congregants working to support immigrants 
and refugees.  The workshop topics are: Considering 
Offering Housing to a Refugee; Being Part of an 
Accompaniment Team for an Immigrant Family or 
Unaccompanied Minor; Immigration Policy, Advocacy 
and Intersectionality with Economic and Racial Justice 
Issues; and Kehilla as Sanctuary/Refuge for 
Immigrants.  
    May our practice during this season help each of us 
grow toward greater wholeness, joy, compassion and 
justice. 
    Our Theme for 5777:  Immigrants and Refugees, 
Longing and Home  
    A river goes out from the first place that was home, 
to water the garden, and from there it divides and 
becomes four headwaters. (Bereshit 2:10) 
    In the beginning all was one, undifferentiated and 
whole.  To come into the joy of embodied life is also to 
come into separateness.  And to be separate is to long 
for reconnection, to yearn for wholeness and for 
home.  The Yamim Nora’im (High Holy Days) point us 

in the direction of home, and outfit us for the promise 
and uncertainty of the journey.  We soften our hearts 
and open lines of communication with people we’ve 
hurt and who have hurt us.  We practice 
accountability, forgiveness, compassion and 
generosity.  We touch those who are dear to us with 
an extra measure of tenderness and gratitude. 
    This year we set out on this path in a world of 
growing displacement and migration. People forced 
from their homes by war, violence, poverty, drought, 
gentrification, and a swiftly changing climate are 
fighting for survival and searching for a refuge where 
they and their families can be safe.  Some in Kehilla 
are personally impacted, and many in our community 
are stepping up to help--by working to end structural 
violence, by challenging the economics underlying 
displacement, by offering loving personal support to 
immigrants and refugees, by fighting for policies that 
welcome immigrants and refugees, and by joining the 
struggle against deportation, targeting and 
discrimination against people who are undocumented.  
    As a community this year we will enter the inner 
landscape of exile and return.  We’ll encounter the 
stranger who dwells within us, and the stranger who 
dwells among us.  Together we will turn toward this 
tidal wave of displacement, expanding our capacity to 
welcome and support the growing number of 
immigrants and refugees in our midst.  As Torah 
teaches (Lev. 19:33-34), When a stranger resides with 
you in your land, you shall not wrong them.  The 
stranger who resides with you shall be to you as one of 
your citizens; you shall love them as yourself, for you 
were strangers in the land of Mitzrayim. 
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Coming Soon: Pronoun Stickers for Your Nametag 
by Hazzan Shulamit Wise Fairman, Lynn Bravewomon and Rabbi Dev Noily 

  
   As Davey Shlasko writes in the 
Trans*Ally Workbook, 
    “Most of the time, most people 
are on autopilot about pronouns. 
They call all women she, her and 
hers, and all men he, him and his. 
But being on autopilot doesn’t 
always work. Sometimes—
especially, but not only, when 
talking about trans* people—it can 
lead you to call someone a pronoun 
that isn’t what they’re usually 
called or what they want to be 
called.”  
     We are continuing to make 
Kehilla a more welcoming and 
inclusive space for all of our 
members.  All of us appreciate it 
when other people see us as who 
we are.  For  trans* people 
pronouns can be a constant source 
of being seen and affirmed when preferred pronouns 
are used by others; conversely the absence of 
accurate pronouns denies a critical piece of 
recognition and affirmation of identity. 
     Kehilla’s intention to build gender pronoun 
language in our community culture is part of gender-

inclusion efforts that reverse the 
invisibility caused when the wrong 
pronouns are used. 
     As a community of spiritual practice, 
it feels especially important that Kehilla 
be a place where everyone can be seen 
and affirmed in all of who we are.  So 
soon you’ll see a set of pronoun 
stickers next to our nametags. 
 Everyone has the option to add a 
pronoun sticker to your nametag, to let 
others know which pronouns you use.  
By using a sticker, cisgender people can 
support others in our community for 
whom “pronoun autopilot” doesn’t 
work well. 
     Whatever our gender identity, all of 
us have some experiences of resonance 
with the gender we were raised in, and 
some experiences of dissonance with 
the gender we were raised in.  We can 

all lean into those experiences to cultivate our 
compassion for ourselves and each other as we 
navigate this complex and shifting terrain of gender 
identity. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
    

    

A vocabulary moment: 

trans* refers to people whose 
gender identity is different from 

the gender identity they were 
assigned at birth, including 

people who are transgender, 
genderqueer, gender-

nonconforming, gender non-
binary, gender fluid, gender 

fabulous people. 

Cisgender refers to people 
whose gender identity is, for the 

most part, aligned with the 
gender they were assigned at 
birth and in which they were 

socialized. 

Kehilla Sings! 

 
         Interested in being part of a Kehilla Choir this Fall 
and Winter? We may offer this opportunity through 
our Adult Ed program with Bon Singer, a veteran 
cantor and synagogue choir director who has also 
directed Ya'Elah and Kitka.  
     PLEASE click on the following link and fill out a short 
questionnaire by Aug 28 to help us discern whether 
and how to move forward, and pass it on to your 
friends! 

 https://goo.gl/forms/Vd6jFONpn4IphBrK2 

https://goo.gl/forms/Vd6jFONpn4IphBrK2
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The Annual Kehilla Membership Retreat:  
Toward Further Improvements in Accessibility  

by Marilyn Golden & Don Stone 

In our debrief after another successful annual retreat, Kehilla’s Retreat Committee discussed how to achieve further 
improvements in the accessibility of the retreat to all members. Below is a report.  It addresses all dimensions of 
accessibility including affordability, access to the location, planning issues, and mobility access.  
 

Addressing Accessibility  at the Annual Kehilla Summer Retreat

     In the Retreat Committee’s debriefing of this year’s 
retreat, one focus of discussion has been about the 
accessibility challenges of Bort Meadow. There are 
various kinds of accessibility needs, including   
affordability, location, registration constraints, and 
physical mobility, all which contribute to the retreat 
location and experience being attractive and 
welcoming. 
     Affordability. We’ve had many comments that our 
past weekend retreats at retreat centers were out of 
the price range of many individuals and especially 
families—even with elective camping such as at Walker 
Creek Ranch.  
    Location issues: We have had requests for a location 
that is easy to get to on a Friday afternoon for people 
who want to camp the first night—and also for people 
who want make a round trip on Saturday. At Bort 
Meadow and at Walker Ranch, there is lack of cell 
phone reception. This can limit some members’ 
capacity to take part. Sometimes at Bort, there have 
been difficulties getting in and out of the locked gate 
when no one was on duty Friday.  
     Planning flexibility.  We need a site that is big 
enough that it does not require us to commit to a 
certain attendance well in advance. It helps to have 
flexibility that allows for final week commitment to 
attending, or even the day-of. Camping or easy 
commuting helps last minute planning and increases 
the numbers attending—about 25-30% of participants 
sign up or show up the last week. 
     Physical mobility. Challenges come with bumpiness 
or steepness of the terrain, any steps (none at Bort 
Meadow), accessibility to bathrooms (new Bort 
Meadow bathrooms are wheelchair accessible, though 
far from activities), parking availability, drop-off option 
for those needing it, and distance between the 
different stations—food, service, bathrooms, drop-off 
spot. We have had requests from people with mobility 
needs to have more accommodations so that they can 
attend either Bort Meadow, or another site.  
     Given these parameters, we are proceeding in the 
following manner: 

      *Reserve Bort Meadow for a weekend in July 2017 
(already have requested 7/14-16/2017, will hear back 
in late October if we got it). 
     *Tell anyone interested that we welcome their 
research on an alternative site that takes into account 
the factors mentioned above (our deposit for Bort 
Meadow, assuming we get our request, will be small 
enough to forfeit if we find a better site). 
     *Be proactive in responding to accessibility needs. 
Build into the reservation process a way to 
communicate specific needs and figure out best 
practices to meet them. For instance, the registration 
form/website will have a contact person for 
accessibility needs when we start to advertise next 
year’s retreat—Marilyn Golden may be filling this 
function. So coming up with solutions to specific needs 
can be creatively addressed well in advance. 
     Several congregants have already volunteered to 
assist with accessibility issues, including suggesting 
other sites/centers and being available to accompany 
individuals needing assistance to navigate at Bort 
Meadow, which is largely relatively flat, though the 
ground has a bumpy, uneven surface. 
     *Research alternative means of conveyance to 
transport individuals from point to point at the Bort 
Meadow site, possibly in ways that make use of the 
assistance from a volunteer. This research has already 
begun, with an initial finding that vehicles like golf carts 
are probably too expensive to own, rent, or transport 
from rental locations. Kehilla may have access to one 
or more ordinary wheelchairs that can be used. Or, all 
terrain wheelchairs may be one possibility. There may 
be other ways to deal with the bumpy terrain between 
the car turn-around and the dining tables that are not 
dependent upon volunteer assistance, and allow for 
more independent movement. 
     *Other concerns, suggestions, or ideas, regarding 
Kehilla Retreat accessibility issues or how to address 
them? Want to volunteer your assistance? 
     Contact either Marilyn Golden 
at mgolden@dredf.org, or Don Stone 
at donstone1@aol.com or 510-703-0073. 

mailto:mgolden@dredf.org,
mailto:donstone1@aol.com
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On the Origins of Kehilla: 
Social Justice 

                                                     by Rabbi Burt Jacobson 
Note: This is the fifth of a series of 
personal essays on the beginnings of 
Kehilla. Each article shares the 
origins of one or more of the ideals 
and/or values that motivated me to 
start Kehilla. The essays are adapted 

from the manuscript of the book I am in the process of 
completing, tentatively titled There is Only One Love: 
The Ba’al Shem Tov in the Modern World. 
     My passion for social justice came from my mother, 
Gert Jacobson. As the chairwoman of the Anti-
Defamation League in Cleveland during World War II, 
she tried to awaken the Jewish community to the Nazi 
atrocities in Europe. When our family moved to Texas 
in 1947, Gert became the chairwoman of the Anti-
Defamation League in San Antonio. In that capacity she 
worked with teachers in the public schools, instructing 
them on how to promote racial, ethnic and religious 
tolerance in their classrooms.  
     My mother’s commitment to social justice stemmed 
from her father, Ruby Goldberg. My grandfather, who 
was born in Romania, was a women’s tailor. A secular 
Yiddish-speaking Jew, he was strongly drawn to 
socialism. He became a negotiator for the International 
Ladies’ Garment Workers Union in New York. My 
mother remembered him coming home from the 
negotiations, infuriated by the tightfisted attitudes of 
the factory owners. He would go to the kitchen, pick up 
a carving knife and bang it repeatedly on the counter. 
“Those G… d…. bosses, those G… d…. bosses, they 
won’t give us a nickel! They won’t give us a nickel! 
      I did not hear that story until I was an adult, but I 
learned about the biblical prophets as a young student 
in the religious school of Temple Beth El in San 
Antonio. I came to admire the commitment of the 
Reform movement to social justice. 
       Yet, I did not study the words of the biblical 
prophets until I entered rabbinical school. In 1961, as a 
second-year student at the Jewish Theological 
Seminary, I took a seminar with Abraham Joshua 
Heschel on the prophets. By this time, Heschel was well 
on his way to becoming the most well-known Jewish 
religious thinker in the United States.  
       Heschel had completed his dissertation on the 
prophets in the late 1930s in Germany, just as the Nazi 
regime had come into power. In the late 1950s he 
decided to rewrite the book in English. The members of 

our seminar were privileged to read the galley proofs 
of The Prophets with him.  
    In the book’s introduction, Heschel wrote: 
     The things that horrified the prophets are even now 
daily occurrences all over the world. There is no society 
to which Amos’ words would not apply. 

Listen to this, you merchants who crush the 
poor,and trample on the needy! You who are 
thinking,“When will this New Moon festival  
finally be over so that we can sell our grain, and 
this Sabbath day, so we can market our wheat? 
Then we will tamper with the scales, making the 
bushel-measure smaller and the shekel-weight 
bigger. And then we can make slaves of the 
poor, buying them for their debt of a piece of 
silver or a pair of sandals, and we will even get 
paid for moldy wheat.”YHWH, the Pride of Israel, 
has sworn: ‘’I will never forget what you have 
done!’  Amos 8:4-7 

      Indeed, [Heschel continued] the sort of crimes and 
even the amount delinquency that fill the prophets of 
Israel with dismay do not go beyond that which we 
regard as normal, as typical ingredients of social 
dynamics. To us, a single act of injustice—cheating in 
business, exploitation of the poor—is slight; to the 
prophets, a disaster. To us injustice is injurious to the 
welfare of the people; to the prophets, it is a 
deathblow to existence; to us, an episode; to them, a 
catastrophe, a threat to the world.  
     Heschel’s prose was incandescent. I found his ability 
to enter the consciousness of the prophets utterly 
remarkable. As a result, the voices of the prophets 
have both stirred and haunted me throughout my life. 
     In the following years I found myself especially 
drawn to Amos, the first of the literary prophets, who 
focused almost exclusively on the necessity for social 
justice. Amos seemed totally relevant to the political 
climate of the late 1960s. Indeed, the Reverend Martin 
Luther King, Jr., who became Heschel’s friend and 
colleague, often cited Amos’ words. The day before he 
was assassinated in 1968, King delivered a speech in 
support of the striking sanitation workers in Memphis, 
in which he said:    

"Somehow the preacher must have a kind of fire 
shut up in his bones. And whenever injustice is 
around he must tell it. Somehow the preacher must  
[continued on next page] 
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On the Origins of Kehilla (continued) 
 
be an Amos, who said, “When God speaks, who can 
but prophesy?” Again with Amos, “Let justice roll 
down like waters and righteousness like a mighty 
stream.”  

       In the late 1960s I taught classes about Amos and 
his message to both high school students and adults. I 
emphasized the prophet’s fiery denunciations of 
corruption, wealth, luxury, perversion of justice and 
superficial religion.  

       As I thought about starting a synagogue in the early 
1980s, the fierce voice of Amos called out to me. I felt 
that this radical prophet of justice simply had to be 
given a platform in a city like Berkeley, which had been 
strongly identified with rapid social change, civic 
unrest, and political upheaval in the 1960s and ‘70s. 
The political Left was still robust and there were 
moral/political issues— the Israel-Palestine conflict, 
nuclear weapons, central American refugees—that 
cried out to be dealt with from a prophetic religious 
perspective. 

 
Thank you for Your Generosity 

 

Bar/Bat Mitvah Program 
Susan Coto McKenna and Rafael Coto 

General Fund 
Jane Weisbin and Charles Reilly 

Nueva Esperanza Accompaniment Teams (NEAT) 
Hope Friedman 
Irene McPhail 

Carolyn Schour 
Herbert Salomon and Marcia Liberson 

Simone Masson 
Lisa Rothman 
Ralph Silber 

Sandy Vaughn 
And members of Kehilla's three Accompaniment Teams 

Rabbi's Discretionary Fund 
David Levine and Laurel Zien

All Congregants Deserve A Safe Home 

If you or anyone in your home is experiencing: 
     >Child abuse  
     >Elder abuse  
     >Dependent adult abuse  
     >Teen dating violence 
     >Intimate partner violence (domestic violence) 
    The Kehilla Committee Against Abuse (CAA), working along side the Spiritual Life Practices Committee (SLPC), is 
here to help you become or remain safe.   If you are experiencing any kind of abuse, please call: Steven Falk, long-
time Kehilla member, at (510) 708-0517; Julie Patrusky, experienced domestic violence counselor and long-time 
Kehilla member, at (510) 528-0299; or Rabbi David at (510) 547-2424 x103.   Call the Shalom Bayit (Peace in the 
Home) helpline for counseling and advocacy for teen dating violence and domestic violence issues at: (866) SHALOM-
7 (742-5667) toll-free within the Bay Area or (510) 451-7233 (SAFE) outside the Bay Area.
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September 2016 
Fri., Sept. 2, NO Kabbalat Shabbat service tonight. 
Please join us on Friday night, Sept 16.  

Sat., Sept 3, 10:30am, Elul Shabbat Service on the 
Marina – Rosh Chodesh. Yes, it is one month to go to 
Rosh Hashanah and at this special outdoor service on 
the Marina we will celebrate the New Moon of Elul 
which includes Hallel, the musical holiday celebration 
prayers, led by Beth Dickinson. Discussion led by Rabbi 
David on our High Holy Day theme on our how our 
work on immigration and refugees connects to our 
Jewish path. Check the website for location. Bring a 
chair with you and prepare to dress warmly. Kiddush to 
follow.  Please bring vegetarian finger foods to share, if 
you are able.  

Tues., Sept. 6, 7:30pm. Middle East Peace Committee 
Meeting. Back classroom. 

Wed., Sept. 7, 7:50am Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room. (Enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview.)  Doors open at 7:50 a.m., 
short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30, 
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. 

Wed., Sept. 7, 6:30pm  Spiritual Life Practices 
Committee Meeting.  Fireside Room. 

Thurs., Sept. 8, 4-6pm. Kehilla School. Please enter 
through the kitchen door. 

Thurs., Sept. 8, 6:30pm. "700 Benches: 
Experiencing Biblical Hebrew." Taught by Jenna Kemp 
First class of the series.. (See details on p. 10)  

Fri., Sept. 9, 6:30pm, Friday Night Peace Walk with 
Rabbi David and OCO. This is an easy opportunity to 
really be part of the movement for peace in our own 
community led by Oakland Community Organizations’ 
Ceasefire campaign. Rabbi David has affirmed to OCO 
that we will try to have at least ten Kehilla folk join him 
at these walks for community peace.. The campaign is 
many-sided, including the training and mobilization of 
neighborhood peace interveners, the retraining of 
police, and a weekly peace walk with local 
congregations to support a “culture of peace and 
healing” in neighborhoods at risk. Rabbi David reports 
that he has done this about 10 times and it is an 

especially nice way to meet people from across the 
spectrum of Oakland communities.Meet inside First 
Mt. Sinai Church, 1970 86th Ave. For info, call 510-606-
5064.    

Sat., Sept. 10, 10am. Chai Elul Shabbat and New 
Member Welcome. Join our “Bima Team” for a 
spirited, musical service as we immerse in the month of 
Elul and prepare for the High Holy Days. Our newest 
members will receive a special honor during the Torah 
service, and we’ll kick off the morning with Ketzev 
Kehilla, our prayerful percussion orchestra. Come one, 
come all! Children most welcome! Vegetarian potluck 
luncheon to follow. Please bring a vegetarian dish to 
share.  Kiddush also sponsored by Ruth Goldstone & 
James Eder in honor of Ruth's mother Merle S. 
Goldstone's yartzheit. 

Mon., Sept. 12, 7pm. Book Discussion Group. We will 
discuss The Fixer by Bernard Malamud. Fireside Room. 
(See p. 8 for details.) 

Mon., Sept. 12, 7:30pm. Conversion Group. Buber 
Room. (See p. 10 for details.) 

Tues., Sept. 13, 7pm. Generosity Committee meeting. 
Fireside Room. 

Wed., Sept. 14, 7:50am Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room. (Enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview.)  Doors open at 7:50 a.m., 
short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30, 
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. 

Thurs., Sept. 15, 4-6pm. Kehilla School. Please enter 
through the kitchen door. 

Thurs., Sept. 15, 6:30pm. "700 Benches: 
Experiencing Biblical Hebrew." Taught by Jenna Kemp. 
(See details on p. 10.)  

Fri., Sept. 16, 5:30-7:30pm Solar Lights for Gaza 
Fundraiser and Pre-Shabbat Potluck: This is a special 
pre-Shabbat Service gathering and potluck meal 
organized by Kehilla’s Greening Committee and Middle 
East Peace Committee. The purpose is to raise 
tzedakah for Rebuilding Alliance’s project to provide 
solar lights for the residents of Gaza where electricity is 

Kehilla Community Synagogue 
1300 Grand Avenue (at Fairview) 

Piedmont, CA  94610 
(510) 547-2424 

Please come fragrance-free to all Kehilla events, 
for the health of people with respiratory conditions 

and chemical sensitivities. 
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often available for only four or five hours in a day. This 
is especially needed by children who would otherwise 
study at night by hazardous candle or kerosene light. 
(See article p. 8 .) Guest speaker: Donna Baranski-
Walker, founder of Rebuilding Alliance. We will have a 
Potluck Dinner in the Social Hall starting at 5:30.  Please 
bring a vegetarian or fish dish to share.  

Fri., Sept. 16, 7:30pm, Kabbalat Shabbat with Hazzan 
Shulamit, Julie Nesnansky, and Beth Dickinson. Join us 
for a soulful and spirited musical evening to welcome in 
the joy and peace of Shabbat.  Kiddush to follow. 
Please bring veggie finger foods to share! 

Sat., Sept. 17, 10:30am, Elul Shabbat Service with our 
Chevra Kadisha, at Kehilla led by Rabbi David, Hazzan 
Shulamit, and Julie Nesnansky. Celebrating the 
completion of our “Sh’mira Readings Project.” Sh’mira 
is the ritual of staying with the body of the deceased in 
the period preceding the funeral during which the 
shomer (“guardian”) traditionally reads from the book 
of psalms. For our members when they do Sh’mira, 
Kehilla’s Chevra Kadisha has assembled readings from 
innovative and interpretive translations of the psalms 
some of which we will read at this service. We will have 
a short Torah reading that morning with one aliyah. 
Deuteronomy 22:6-12. If you want to chant this, email 
Rabbi David.  In the Fireside Room. Kiddush sponsored 
by the Chevra Kadisha. 

Sat., Sept. 17, 3:30-6:30pm. Kehilla High Holy Days Art 
Reception. Fireside Room and throughout the building. 
(See announcement, p.4 for details.) 

Sun., Sept. 18, 3:30-7pm. A Community Forum on the 
Movement for Black Lives Platform Study & 
Conversation. With Kehilla leaders, staff, and 
members.  (See article, p. 9 for details.) Buber Room. 

Sun., Sept. 18, 1- 3 pm, “We Are the Bridge” Exhibit 
Reception at Osher Marin JCC in San Rafael. Sponsored 
by the Faith Trio (Kehilla, Islamic Cultural Center, 
Montclair Presbyterian). Includes at least two artists 
who are Kehilla members, Lea Delson and Susan 
Freundlich. 200 North San Pedro Rd. San Rafael 94903. 

Sun., Sept. 18, 2pm.  Yoga for Renewal. Rooted in 
Jewish Mystical Teachings. With Julie Emden of Jewish 
LearningWorks.  Co-sponsored by Kehilla.  4th Street 
Yoga, 1809C 4th Street, Berkeley, CA 94710. $25 Public 
/$20 members of co-sponsoring organizations. 
Register: tinyurl.com/yoga918.  

Sun., Sept. 18, 4pm. "Drumming As Prayer" class with 
Debbie Fier. Fireside Room. (See p. _ for details.) 

Wed., Sept. 21, 7:50am Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room (Enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview)  Doors open at 7:50 a.m., 

short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30, 
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. 

Wed., Sept. 21, 7pm. "Drumming As Prayer" class with 
Debbie Fier. Fireside Room. (See p. 11 for details.) 

Thurs., Sept. 22, 4-6pm. Kehilla School. Please enter 
through the kitchen door. 

Thurs., Sept. 22, 6:30pm. "700 Benches: 
Experiencing Biblical Hebrew." Taught by Jenna Kemp. 
Back classroom, main floor. (See details on p. 10.)  

Fri., Sept. 23,  6:-9:00 Bar/Bat Mitzvah Shabbat 
Celebration: This evening is for all Bar Bat Mitzvah 
family members and is a required part of the BBM 
Program. Come to the synagogue to welcome in the 
new school year and the New Year with a festive 
Shabbat evening. We will begin with a short table 
service followed by a vegetarian potluck.   Fireside 
Room & Sanctuary. 

Fri., Sept. 23,  6:30pm Tot Shabbat.  For babies and 
children up to 5 years old (or older if they enjoy it) and 
their grown-ups. Led by Jen Miriam Kantor, Alon 
Altman and Jen’s puppet friends. Please bring a 
vegetarian potluck dish.  Social Hall. Childcare will be 
provided upon request. 

Sat., Sept. 24, No Shabbat Morning service – Join us 
tonight for Pre-Holy Days Ingathering. 

Sat., Sept. 24. The Bird of Many Colors: A Pre-Holy 
Days Ingathering: 7:15pm schmooze with 
refreshments in the Social Hall, program begins at 8pm.  
Gather with us one week before Rosh Hashanah, as we 
turn together toward the Days of Awe. This year, rather 
than observing Selichot with a service, all are welcome 
to an evening of community, music, stories, meditation 
and reflection.  Join us in the social hall for a little nosh 
and socializing, followed by a program led by the 
Kehilla spiritual leadership and musical prayer leaders, 
as we focus our awareness and maybe set some 
intention for our experience of the holy days.   If you 
are new to Kehilla, or to Kehilla’s observance of the 
High Holydays, this evening is a lovely way to begin the 
experience.  If you’re accustomed to the Selichot 
services of the last few years, you’ll find a similar 
opportunity in this program for settling into intention 
and reflection. 

Sun., Sept. 25, 8:15am-4pm, ROPES course for Bar/Bat 
Mitzvah Students. Students will carpool together to 
the spectacular Fort Miley for a day of fun, adventure 
and an exploration of team building activities. BBM 
families will receive more information about this in the 
mail. 
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Sun., Sept. 25, 1:15-3:30 pm. Interfaith Environmental 
Activity with the Faith Trio (Kehilla, Islamic Cultural 
Center, Montclair Presbyterian). This interfaith activity 
involves removing non-native plants in Joaquin Miller 
Park. Four more volunteers from Kehilla are still 
needed. To volunteer, call Lea Delson 510-528-6725. 

Sun., Sept. 25, 9am. Joyfully Jewish for 
Kindergarteners. Back classroom, main floor. 

Sun., Sept. 25, 5pm. "Mrs. Reiff and the Counterfeit 
Shop," a staged play reading by Stephanie Anne 
Johnson. Sponsored by Kehilla. A touching portrait of 
the friendship between a Black teenager and a 
Holocaust survivor in the 1960s.(See details, p. 6.) 

Tues., Sept. 27, 6:45pm. (Dinner at 6:15)  Board of 
Trustees Meeting. All are welcome. Fireside  Room. 

Wed., Sept. 28, 7:50am Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room. (Enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview.)  Doors open at 7:50 a.m., 
short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30, 
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. 

Thurs., Sept. 29, 4-6pm. Kehilla School. Please enter 
through the kitchen door. 

Thurs., Sept. 29, 6:30pm. "700 Benches: 
Experiencing Biblical Hebrew." Taught by Jenna Kemp. 
Back classroom, main floor. (See details on p. 10.)  

Fri., Sept. 30.  No Services. 
 

October 2016 
Sat., Oct. 1, 10:30am, Elul Shabbat Service at Kehilla 
with Sharon Grodin and Julie Nesnanksy, a smaller 
service in the Fireside Room, with music and reflection.   
  
Sun., Oct. 2, 6:30pm, Erev Rosh Hashanah services at 
Scottish Rite Center, 1547 Lakeside Drive, Oakland.  For 
both adults and children, start at 6:30pm. Sermon by 
Rabbi Dev.  
 
Mon., Oct. 3. Rosh Hashanah services. SERVICES WILL 
END before 12:45! at Scottish Rite Center, 1547 
Lakeside Drive, Oakland. Our leaders are determined to 
conclude the service  in time for tashlich and lunch at a 
reasonable hour. 
8:30 – 9:15am. Silent Meditation Space - 3rd Floor 
9:30am – 12:40pm. Main Rosh Hashanah Morning 
Service, beginning with Ketzev Kehilla with Kehilla’s 
Spiritual Leaders, Hazzan Shulamit and our Musical 
Prayer Leaders 
10:00 – 11:15am. Family and Youth Service with Rabbi 
Dev Noily, Sandra Razieli, Natalie Boskin, and Musical 

Prayer Leader Beth Dickinson and surprise guests! 
Children, teens and adults welcome. 

10:15 - 11:15am. Rosh Hashanah Toddler Services with 
Jen Miriam and Alon Altman. Geared towards babies, 
tots, and kids up to 5 years olds and their grown ups or 
families. 
12:45-12:55pm, Tashlich at Lake Merritt (across the 
street from services) with Rabbi David. 

 Tues., Oct. 4, 9:30am-12:30pm, Second Day Rosh 
Hashanah Services at Kehilla, 1300 Grand Avenue, 
Piedmont, with Rabbi Chaya Gusfield and Eve Decker. 
Kehilla Sanctuary. Receive the replenishment of 
contemplative song, story, and silence. Rabbi Chaya 
Gusfield and Buddhist teacher and musician Eve Decker 
use the beautiful complement of Jewish and Buddhist 
teachings, music, and spiritual practices to delve deeply 
into the essence of this holy day. A more intimate 
service for the second day. 

Wed., Oct. 5, 7:50am Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room. (Enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview.)  Doors open at 7:50 a.m., 
short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30, 
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. 

Wed., Oct. 5, 6:30pm. Spiritual Life Practices 
Committee meeting. Fireside Room. 

Wed., Oct. 5, 7:30pm. Middle East Peace Committee 
Meeting. Fireside Room. 

Thurs., Oct. 6. No Kehilla School. 

Fri., Oct. 7, 7:30pm. NO Kabbalat Shabbat services. 
Please join us for Shabbat Shuva on Saturday morning, 
Oct 8. Our next Kabbalat Shabbat service with Hazzan 
Shulamit will be on November 4.   

Sat., Oct. 8, 10:30am. Shabbat Shuva Service at 
Kehilla.  Join Howard Hamburger and Julie Nesnansky 
for the special Shabbat service situated within the Ten 
Days of Awe. We take the themes of the High Holydays 
and we explore them in the context of Shabbat in a 
smaller service context. Kiddush sponsored by Beth 
Weinberger in memory of her mother, Frieda 
Weinberger, and by Amy Bat Tzipora in memory of her 
beloved Bubbies, Zaydies, mother and father. 

Mon., Oct. 10, 7pm.  Book Discussion Group.  We will 
discuss Mystics of Mile End by Sigal Samuel. Fireside 
Room. 

Tues., Oct. 11, 6:30pm. Kol Nidre Service (for grown 
ups) at Scottish Rite Center, 1547 Lakeside Drive, 
Oakland. Judaism’s most cherished prayer sung once a 
year, Kol Nidre, kicks off a day of collective 
introspection. Sermon by Rabbi David. 
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 Tues., Oct. 11, 6:30pm. Family Kol Nidre Service (for 
children and family) at Kehilla, 1300 Grand Avenue, 
Piedmont Led by Rabbi Dev Noily & Lior Ben-Hur.  
Geared toward children ages 6-12.  Children of all ages 
and adults welcome. 

Tues., Oct. 11, 6:30pm, Toddler Kol Nidre Service (for 
babies and tots) at Kehilla, 1300 Grand Avenue, 
Piedmont Led by Jen Miriam and Alon Altman.  A 
musical, spiritual journey geared toward kids up to 5 
years old and their grown ups.  

Wed., Oct. 12. Yom Kippur Morning Services 
at Scottish Rite Center, 1547 Lakeside Drive, Oakland 
8:30am- 9:15am, Silent Meditation Space 
9:30am,  Main Yom Kippur Morning Service 
10:00am- 11:00am, Youth Services  (6th - 8th grades) 

 Wed., Oct. 12. Yom Kippur Afternoon/Evening 
Services & Activities at Kehilla, 1300 Grand Avenue, 
Piedmont 
2:00- 4:30pm Drop off potluck offerings at Kehilla (or 
bring them at 7:45pm) 
2:30-3:30 pm Workshops 
4:30 pm Yizkor (Remembrance of those who died) 
5:15 pm Rabbi Burt sermon, Healing Service & 
Dukhanen (Priestly blessings) 
6:30 pm Ne’ila (Closing the Gates) 
8:00pm-9:30pm Community Pot Luck Break-Fast at 
Kehilla. Please bring a vegetarian main dish to share. 
Food can be dropped off at Kehilla between 2:00 & 
4:30 p.m., or at 7:45 p.m. 

Thurs., Oct. 13. No Kehilla School. 

Fri., Oct. 14, 6:30pm, Friday Night Peace Walk with 
OCO. Usually Rabbi David is on these walks but may be 
out of town this weekend. But Kehilla people have 
been coming, so it would be great to continue to have 
our shul’s participation in David’s absence. This is an 
easy opportunity to really be part of the movement for 
peace in our own community led by Oakland 
Community Organizations’ Ceasefire campaign. The 
campaign is many-sided including the training and 
mobilization of neighborhood peace interveners, the 
retraining of police, and a weekly peace walk with local 
congregations to support a “culture of peace and 
healing” in neighborhoods at risk. The neighbors there 
support these walks and it has always been peaceful 
and friendly. It’s a nice way to meet people from across 
the spectrum of Oakland communities who support 
Ceasefire efforts. Meet inside First Mt. Sinai Church, 
1970 86th Ave. For info, call 510-606-5064.   

Sat. Oct. 15, 10:30am. Shabbat Service with Sharon 
Grodin and Beth Dickinson. As we read the poem that 
comprises parashat Haazinu (Deuteronomy 32), we can 

see the influence of the theology of the prophets on 
this chapter. Of course, the prophets were centuries 
after Moses, so this is a much later insert into the 
Torah with a very different way of seeing God. What 
was this theology and how does it connect to later 
Jewish spirituality and to our social activism today? We 
will especially look at Deuteronomy 32:37-40. Kiddush 
to follow. Bring a veggy potluck dish to share. Fireside 
Room. 

Sun., Oct. 16, 11am-1pm. Kehilla Neighborhood 
Brunches. 

Sun., Oct. 16, 5:30pm. Chai Mitzvah Group. Back 
classroom, main floor.   (See details, p. 11.)  

Mon., Oct. 17, 7-9pm. Community Discussion of Ballot 
Propositions and Local Measures.  Sponsored by the 
Economic Justice Committee, the Greening Committee 
and Anti-Death Penalty Action Group. Social Hall. (See 
article, p. 17.) 

Mon., Oct. 17, 6:30pm. "Elements of Magical Judaism" 
class. Taught by Jude Elfe & Jonathan Furst. Sanctuary.  
(See p. 12 for details.) 

Wed., Oct. 19, 7:50am Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room. (Enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview.)  Doors open at 7:50 a.m., 
short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30, 
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. 

Wed., Oct. 19, 7pm. Economic Justice Committee 
Meeting. Social Hall. 

Thurs., Oct. 20, 4-6pm. Kehilla School. Please enter 
through the kitchen door. 

Fri., Oct. 21, 6:30pm, Sukkot Shabbat Friday Evening 
Potluck in the Sukkah. Bring the whole family and join 
us for a Sukkot dinner in the Sukkah (and/or Social 
Hall). This is not a ritual-heavy event – our major 
purpose is to celebrate and be happy, which is the very 
purpose the Torah describes for the holiday. We’ll do a 
few blessings, then a potluck dinner, conversation, 
perhaps a chance for kids to make sukkah decorations, 
and then, as you choose to, do the ritual of blessing the 
lulav palm frond and shaking in blessing to all the 
world’s directions with Rabbi David. At Kehilla 
Remember: Bring a veggy potluck dish to share and be 
joyous. 

Sat., Oct. 22, 10:30am. Sukkot Shabbat with Special 
Procession.  Appropriate for everyone in the family. 
Join Rabbi David & Julie Nesnansky as we celebrate 
Sukkot with a joyous musical service and processions 
(“hakafot”) with lulav followed by Kiddush in the 
sukkah. Bring veggie finger food to share. 
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Mon. Oct. 24. Simchat Torah Celebration at Chochmat 
HaLev  2215 Prince St., Berkeley at Fulton. 
Join with all the Bay Area Renewal communities for a 
night of sacred and ecstastic dancing to live music and 
special Torah chanting to celebrate the conclusion of 
our High Holy Day journey.    
6:00pm  Special Kids Celebration with Jen Miriam and 
Alon Altman, dance and sing around the Torah with  
puppets, music and friends 
6:30pm Vegetarian potluck dinner 
7:00 pm Maariv, Dancing and Torah service with the 
Shirat HaLev Musicians 
9:30 pm- Kiddush and refreshments 
Donation:  Members of participating organizations: 
$15-10   General Public $20-15   Children: $5 

Tues., Oct. 25, 6:45pm. (Dinner at 6:15)  Board of 
Trustees Meeting. All are welcome. Fireside  Room. 

Wed., Oct. 26, 7:50am Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room. (Enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview.)  Doors open at 7:50 a.m., 
short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30, 
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. 

Wed., Oct. 26, 7pm. A Class in the Poetic Word. Taught 
by Lenore Weiss. Fireside Room. (See p. 12 for details.) 

Thurs., Oct. 27, 4-6pm.  Kehilla School. Please enter 
through the kitchen door. 

Thurs., Oct. 27, 6:30pm. "700 Benches: 
Experiencing Biblical Hebrew." Taught by Jenna Kemp. 
(See details on p. 10)  

Fri., Oct. 28, 6:30pm, Tot Shabbat. For children up to 5 
years old (or older if they enjoy it) and their grown-ups. 
Led by Jen Miriam Kantor, Alon Altman and Jen’s 
puppet friends. Please bring a vegetarian potluck dish. 
In the Social Hall. 

Sat., Oct 29, 10:30am.  Shabbat Service and Torah 
Study with Rabbi David and Beth Dickinson. Here we go 
again! We are starting the Torah anew from the first 
parasha of the Torah. We will be looking at the mythic 
Garden of Eden story and how it has been 
reinterpreted in traditional and modern midrash (such 
as by Lilith Magazine and John Steinbeck). During the 
service, rather than chanting the Torah we will study 

and discuss Chapter 3 of Genesis. Followed by Kiddush. 
Bring veggie finger food to share. 

Sat., Oct.29, 9am. 30th annual Harmony Walk/Run to 
End Homelessness in Richmond, hosted by the Greater 
Richmond Interfaith Program (GRIP). Check-in 9:30am. 
Walk begins 10:30am.The web address with a link to 
our team page & further details will be provided in the 
Kehilla weekly e-mails. You can walk or run for as 
much, or as little, a distance as you want.  And, there 
will be a festival in the park after the walk. (See 
announcement, p. 14.) 

Sun., Oct. 30, 2:30-5:00, (1) Nuts and Bolts Workshop 
for Parents & (2) Interactive Discussion with Shalom 
Bayit for Bar/Bat Mitzvah Students 
(1) is required for parents, (2) is highly recommended 
for Students 
   Parents who have previously gone through the 
program will be coming to and share their nuts and 
bolts experiences about planning for the whole year, 
including sharing details about how to keep things 
organized, as well as kiddush and party planning. 
Simultaneously, Zephira Derblich-Milea from Shalom 
Bayit will be presenting her award-winning workshop, 
“Love Shouldn’t Hurt.” www.shalom-bayit.org/teen 
In this workshop, students will have the opportunity to 
learn and discuss about how to build and maintain 
healthy relationships.    
For questions or to request childcare for BBM related 
activities, contact sandra@kehillasynagogue.org.  

Mon., Oct. 31, 6:30-9:30pm. "Elements of Magical 
Judaism" class. Taught by Jude Elfe & Jonathan Furst. 
Sanctuary.  (See p. 12 for details.) 

Sat., Nov. 5, 6:45pm. Annual Harvest Dinner of the 
Faith Trio (Kehilla, Islamic Cultural Center, Montclair 
Presbyterian). Come early at 6:15 if you would like to 
be present at the Muslim evening prayer. Followed by 
multi-faith blessings before dinner. Designated potluck: 
Kehilla members bring veggy salads (fish okay). 
Muslims, Jews and Christians eating together and an 
opportunity to discuss the subject of the evening: 
Solidarity: A Spiritual Necessity. At the Islamic Cultural 
Center, 1433 Madison Street, Oakland. 
 

 
  

http://www.shalom-bayit.org/teen
mailto:sandra@kehillasynagogue.org.
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Kehilla Community Synagogue 
Please use the following number for all staff:  (510) 547-2424 

Co-Rabbi, David J. Cooper 
Rabbidavid@kehillasynagogue.org 

Co-Rabbi, Dev Noily  
RabbiDev@kehillasynagogue.org 

Executive Director,  Michael Saxe-Taller 
Michael@kehillasynagogue.org 

Managing Director, Beth Bittle 
Beth@kehillasynagogue.org 

Hazzan Shulamit Wise Fairman 
Shulamit@kehillasynagogue.org 

Bar/Bat Mitvzah Program Director, Sandra Razieli 
Sandra@kehillasynagogue.org 

Founding Rabbi, Burt Jacobson   (510) 283-5704 
RabBurt@earthlink.net 
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Communications Coordinator,  
Sasha Gottfried 
Sasha@kehillasynagogue.org 

Youth Programs Coordinator,  
Natalie Boskin  
Natalie@kehillasynagogue.org 

Bookkeeper, Molly Melamed 
Molly@kehillasynagogue.org 

Events Line: 

Fax: (510) 547-2442 

Chevra Kadisha: 
Jane Hoberman: 510-843-6047 

Committee Against Abuse: 
Steven Falk: 510-339-0517 

Spiritual Life Practices Committee Chair:  
Shoshana Finacom 
Spirituallife@kehillasynagogue.org 
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              High Holy Days 5777/2016 
                     Seeking Shelter in the Days of Awe:  
            Immigrants and Refugees, Longing and Home 
                                                    by Rabbi Dev Noily 

     In March of this year a 
group of Kehilla members 
working on immigration 
issues called a meeting to 
connect people in our 
community who are involved 

in all kinds of work and service with immigrants and 
refugees, and the laws and policies affecting them. 
    Here are some of the ways people who came to the 
meeting are engaged: 

 Working with Nueva Esperanza to form 
accompaniment teams who provide direct 
support to newly arrived Central American 
immigrants; 

 Supporting LGBT refugees through the Jewish 
Family and Community Services of the East 
Bay LGBT refugee resettlement program ; 

 Working with Jewish Voice for Peace doing 
neighborhood canvassing focused on 
welcoming refugees and ending Muslim 
profiling; 

 Participating in monthly vigils at the ICE West 
County Detention Facility to support 
immigrant detainees and their families; 

 Exploring Kehilla's potential to be a sanctuary 
synagogue for those who face deportation; 

 Providing legal or counseling services to 
immigrants; 

 Providing direct or financial support for Syrian 
and other refugees in Europe, through the 
Hebrew Immigrant Aid Society (HIAS) and 
other agencies; 

 Working with the East Bay Interfaith 
Immigration Coalition; 

 Providing support to Syrian refugees coming 
to the U.S. 

    I left that meeting inspired and moved by the 
incredible energy among people in the Kehilla 
community.  There are so many ways that so many 
people are supporting immigrants and refugees, 

fighting against deportations and human rights 
abuses, and advocating for policy changes that reflect 
our commitment to welcome people who are fleeing 
war, persecution and social and economic turmoil.   
    One thing that came up at the meeting was the 
need to let more people know about the work that’s 
happening, and to help more people join in.  How 
could we get word out about where contributions are 
needed and how people contribute—whether 
someone has an occasional few hours or dollars to 
give, or has housing to share, or can offer an ongoing 
gift of time? 
    When the Spiritual Leadership team (Rabbi David, 
Hazzan Shulamit, Avi Rose, Rabbi Burt, Howard 
Hamburger, Sandra Razieli, Sharon Grodin and myself) 
met to consider our theme for this year’s High Holy 
Days, “immigrants and refugees” emerged as a 
compelling choice.  We saw at least a trio of 
interconnected reasons to dig into this ground:  (1) the 
urgent humanitarian and justice issues underlying the 
unprecedented migration underway, (2) the energy 
already flowing in Kehilla to address the crises, and (3) 
the potential for our coming together for High Holy 
Days to help more people respond to the crises.  
    One more reason to let ourselves be guided by this 
theme is its profoundly rich spiritual terrain.  
Experiences of seeking refuge, migrating, yearning for 
home and offering harbor and kindness to those 
fleeing from danger open up the big questions that all 
of us sometimes face in moments of stillness.  What is 
the sense of disorientation, separateness or apartness 
that we sometimes feel? How do we come to be at 
home in the world and in ourselves? What is our 
longing for connection and at-one-ment—where does 
it come from, and where can it lead us? What are our 
personal and communal histories of migration and 
how do they shape us? How can we move toward 
harmony and balance between our unique individual 
experience and our shared connection to all that is? 

[continued on p. 19]
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Renew Your Membership Now! 
    Kehilla members in good standing will automatically 

receive complimentary admission to High Holy Day 
services when you renew your membership for 2015-16.  

Your admission to High Holy Day services will be your 
name at the door, along with your name tag.  

    To renew your membership, please visit our website at 
www.KehillaSynagogue.org.     

 

Discounts 
On First-Time Membership 

    We are offering a discount on membership dues 
through December 1, 2016. Dues are $200 for Adults 
under 30, and $660 for Adults 30 and over, and will 
include tickets to all High Holy Day services. Conversely, 
any payment made for High Holy Day tickets can be 
applied to the cost of membership. Payment plans can be 
arranged. 

   Visit the website at www.KehillaSynagogue.org and 
click on “JOIN” for more information, or  contact Sasha at 
(510) 547-2424 x100 or Sasha@KehillaSynagogue.org.   

 

 

High Holy Day Tickets  
for the General Public 

Tickets to services  for the general public can be 
ordered on the website at 

http://kehillasynagogue.org/highholydays/  

Tickets will also be available 
 for purchase at the door. 

High Holy Days Schedule 
The Bird of Many Colors:  

A Pre-Holy Days Ingathering 
Saturday, September 24  

Social hour at 7:15, Program at 8pm 

Erev Rosh Hashanah at Scottish Rite Center  
Sunday, October 2, 6:30pm  

Rosh Hashanah at Scottish Rite Center  
Monday, October 3, 9:30am  

Rosh Hashanah Family & Youth Service 
 at Scottish Rite Center 
Monday, October 3, 10am 

Rosh Hashanah Toddler Services 
at Scottish Rite Center 

Monday, October 3, 10:15am 

Second Day Rosh Hashanah at Kehilla  
Tuesday, October 4, 9:30am 

Shabbat Shuvah at Kehilla 
Saturday, October 8, 10:30am 

Kol Nidre at Scottish Rite Center 
 Tuesday, October 11, 6:30pm  

Kol Nidre Family Service at Kehilla  
Tuesday, October 11, 6:30pm 

Kol Nidre Toddler Service at Kehilla  
Tuesday, October 11, 6:30pm 

Yom Kippur Day at Scottish Rite Center  
Wednesday, October 12, 9:30am  

Yom Kippur Youth Service for 6th-8th Graders 
at Scottish Rite Center 

Wednesday, October 12, 10am 

Yom Kippur Afternoon/Evening at Kehilla 
Wednesday, October 12 

2:00-4:30pm: Drop off potluck offerings* 
2:30-3:30pm: Workshops 

 4:30pm: Yizkor (Remembrance) 
5:15pm: Rabbi Burt Teaching, Healing Service & Dukhanen  

6:30pm: Ne’ila (Closing the Gates) 
8pm: Community Potluck Break-fast 

*Please bring a vegetarian main dish to share. Food can be 
dropped off at Kehilla between 2:00 & 4:30pm or at 7:45pm 

 

 

KKeehhiillllaa  HHiigghh  HHoollyy  DDaayyss  
22001166//55777777 

http://www.KehillaSynagogue.org.
http://www.KehillaSynagogue.org
mailto:Sasha@KehillaSynagogue.org.
http://kehillasynagogue.org/highholydays/
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Executively Speaking  
A New Year: Looking Ahead 

                                         by Michael Saxe-Taller, Executive Director 
      

       It is again that time of the Jewish 
cycle when we reflect on the past year    
and imagine the one that is coming.   
     This year, my first full Jewish year at 
Kehilla, was filled with important 

moments and solid growth for us as a congregation. We 
finished the year a stronger, more cohesive community. 
We have increased our membership, solidified our 
finances, updated our technology, prepared for an 
upcoming rabbinic transition and developed even more 
committed congregant leaders (for specifics, see my June 
Kol Kehilla article at http://kehillasynagogue.org/oh-
what-a-year/. I think we can be proud of all that we did 
to strengthen our community and to make constructive 
change in the communities around us. 
     I am jazzed for the year that is coming up. We enter 
the year planted on firm ground,  prepared to face the 
next important set of challenges for us as a community. I 
think these include: 
     Caring for our building – Our physical home is in need 
of some significant repair. In addition, we want our 
building to be more accessible and more welcoming to 
our own community and to those who join us.  
     Completing our Rabbinic transition – Rabbis David and 
Dev will be serving as Co-Rabbis for this year until the  

 
next stage of the transition occurs in July 2017. We will 
have many chances to appreciate Rabbi David for his 
years of work and to prepare for Rabbi Dev’s step into 
the senior rabbinic role. We will also be searching for a 
dynamic new Director of Kehilla School to join our Kehilla 
leadership team.  
     Addressing the issues of a growing community – 
Kehilla grew by 25 member households in the past year 
and we have reason to think that we will continue to 
grow this year as well. We will need to put attention to 
welcoming our new members, as well as to how we 
maintain our intimacy and individual care while we grow. 
     Thinking about our next 5-10 years – As our present 
day situation has become stable, we now have the 
opportunity to image our future as a congregation and to 
strategize and prioritize the steps that will get us there.    
The Kehilla Board and many of our other committees will 
have opportunities to do this kind of thinking. 
     I am excited for the opportunity to engage with you 
this year on these issues and on the many other aspects 
of Kehilla life.  
     May we all have a sweet year of working, building, 
growing and celebrating together as a community. 
L’Shana Tova

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

It's Membership Renewal Time! 

    It is time again for you to renew your annual Kehilla dues pledge. 

     We are excited to have a new membership renewal and registration process, a result of another one of our 
year’s major accomplishments - a new, upgraded database. We now have one form that is used for membership 
renewals, new memberships and religious school registrations. The form will combine all fees and allow you to 
set up a payment plan. We will also be able to automatically update your contact information into the database.  

     We strongly encourage everyone to renew their membership electronically. If you need a paper registration 
form, please contact Sasha Gottfried at 510-547-2424 x100 or Sasha@kehillasynagogue.org  

     You have recently received a letter and a couple of emails outlining the renewal/registration process. You can 
access the renewal/registration form by going to the to the Kehilla website or to the link in the renewal emails.  

     We deeply appreciate your membership in this community and look forward to another year together! 

  

http://kehillasynagogue.org/oh-
mailto:Sasha@kehillasynagogue.org
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Chai Elul Shabbat & 
New Member Welcome 

Saturday, September 10, 10am 

      Join our “Bima Team” for a spirited, musical service as 
we immerse in the month of Elul and prepare for the High 
Holy Days. Our newest members will receive a special 
honor during the Torah service, and we’ll kick off the 
morning with Ketzev Kehilla, our prayerful percussion 
orchestra. Come one, come all! Children most welcome! 
Vegetarian potluck luncheon to follow. Please bring a 
vegetarian dish to share.  Kiddush also sponsored by Ruth 
Goldstone & James Eder in honor of Ruth's mother Merle 
S. Goldstone's yartzheit. 

 

Solar Lights for Gaza Fundraiser & 
 Pre-Shabbat Potluck 

Friday, September 16, 5:30pm 
     This is a special pre-Shabbat Service gathering and 
potluck meal organized by Kehilla’s Greening Committee 
and Middle East Peace Committee. The purpose is to raise 
tzedakah for Rebuilding Alliance’s project to provide solar 
lights for the residents of Gaza where electricity is often 
available for only four or five hours in a day. This is 
especially needed by children who would otherwise study 
at night by hazardous candle or kerosene light. Guest 
speaker: Donna Baranski-Walker, founder of Rebuilding 
Alliance. We will have a Potluck Dinner in the Social Hall 
starting at 6:00.  Please bring a vegetarian or fish dish to 
share.  Followed by Kabbalat Shabbat Service at 7:30. (See 
article, p. 8.) 

 

Elul Shabbat Service with  
the Chevra Kadisha 

Saturday, September 17, 10:30am 

     Led by Rabbi David, Hazzan Shulamit, and Julie 
Nesnansky. Celebrating the completion of our “Sh’mira 
Readings Project.” Sh’mira is the ritual of staying with the 
body of the deceased in the period preceding the funeral 
during which the shomer (“guardian”) traditionally reads 
from the book of psalms. For our members, when they do 
Sh’mira, Kehilla’s Chevra Kadisha has assembled readings 
from innovative and interpretive translations of the psalms, 
some of which we will read at this service. We will have a 
short Torah reading that morning with one aliyah. 
Deuteronomy 22:6-12. If you want to chant this, email 
Rabbi David.  In the Fireside Room. Kiddush sponsored by 
the Chevra Kadisha. 

A Community Forum on the  
Movement for Black Lives Platform 

Study & Conversation 
Sunday September 18, 3:30 – 7:00pm 

     Join us as we come together to study the 
platform as a community and to listen deeply to 
what the Movement’s leaders are saying. Rabbi 
David, Rabbi Dev, Hazzan Shulamit, and Rabbi Burt 
have endorsed the Movement for Black Lives 
Platform as individuals.  We invite you to read the 
entire platform, either ahead of time or at the 
Forum.   
    Our intention is to create a community forum 
that centers the Platform’s demands for racial and 
economic justice, while making space for the 
complex emotional responses that may arise for us 
in relationship to Jewish identity, racial identity and 
all the aspects of ourselves that make each of us 
who we are. 
    ( See article on p. 9 for details.)  

Kehilla High Holy Days Art Reception 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Saturday, September 17, 3:30-6:30pm 

     Kehilla is honored to present a group show 
reflecting this year’s High Holy Days theme of 
Immigrants. Refugees. Longing. Home. For the first 
time, Kehilla will be using art to deepen our 
individual and collective connection to the High Holy 
Days. 
     Over 20 Kehilla members have contributed more 
than 30 pieces, including sketches, paintings, mixed 
media, ceramics, photos, and narrative. The work is 
both beautiful and powerful. We invite you to join us 
at the artists’ reception.  Thanks to the talent and 
generosity of our congregation, art will be displayed 
not only in the Fireside Room but throughout the 
synagogue. Light refreshments will be served. We 
look forward to seeing you there! 
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A Gym for Writers 
     Have you always wanted to explore writing and 
other writers, but need a supportive environment 
to get the ink going? Here's an open invitation for 
all those who'd like to discuss forming a Jewish-
based writing group. 
     The possibilities might include — a place where 
we can generate new writing based on prompts 
and other self-starters, exchange information 
about our favorite Jewish writers and poets, read 
together, or something else.  
      If interested, please contact Lenore Weiss at 
webcontentlw@gmail.com  with "Gym for 
Writers"  in the subject line.   

Yoga for Renewal: 
Rooted in Jewish Mystical Teachings 

with Julie Emden of Jewish LearningWorks 

 

Sunday, September 18, 2:00-4:00pm 

     Integrate, mind, body, heart and spirit. Enhance 
your practices for living in balance and wellness with 
this gentle, grounded Iyengar-based yoga and 
movement practice infused with themes of 
realignment and renewal for the Jewish New Year. 

     Location:  4th Street Yoga, 1809 4th St., Berkeley 
     Cost:  $25.   Register: yogasept20.eventbrite.com 

     Co-sponsored by 4th Street Yoga, Chochmat HaLev, 
Congregation Netivot Shalom, Kehilla Community 

Synagogue, Temple Sinai Oakland. 

     Contact: jemden@jewishlearningworks.org 
About Julie Emden:  Julie directs the Embodied Jewish 
Learning Initiative at Jewish LearningWorks. A graduate of 
five fellowship and certification programs related to her 
work as a Jewish Educator and as a Yoga, Movement and 
Dance Instructor, Julie holds a BA from the University of 
Michigan. She holds teaching certifications in Iyengar-
based yoga from the Yoga Room in Berkeley, in Yoga and 
Jewish Spirituality from Elat Chayyim Center for Jewish 
Spirituality, and in Movement-based Expressive Arts from 
Tamalpa Institute.  

 “We Are the Bridge” Exhibit Reception 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Sunday, September 18, 1- 3 pm 
     This exhibit showcases works by artists of multiple 
faith traditions, and is sponsored by the Faith Trio 
(Kehilla, Islamic Cultural Center, and Montclair 
Presbyterian).  It includes a large selection from the 
May 2015 interfaith exhibition held at the Islamic 
Cultural Center of Northern California. Kehilla artists 
Tamar Raine, Susan Freundlich and Lea Delson are 
represented in this exhibit, along with many other 
wonderful artists.  Free Reception with Music. 

 At Osher Marin JCC  
 200 North San Pedro Rd. San Rafael 

 
Mission Dolores Window by Lea Delson 

 

The Bird of Many Colors: 
A Pre-Holy Days Ingathering 

Saturday, September 24 
Shmooze: 7:15pm  Program: 8pm 

     Gather with us one week before Rosh Hashanah, as 
we turn together toward the Days of Awe. This year, 
rather than observing Selichot with a service, all are 
welcome to an evening of community, music, stories, 
meditation and reflection.  

      Join us in the social hall for a little nosh and 
socializing, followed by a program led by the Kehilla 
spiritual leadership and musical prayer leaders, as we 
focus our awareness and maybe set some intention for 
our experience of the holy days.   If you are new to 
Kehilla, or to Kehilla’s observance of the High Holydays, 
this evening is a lovely way to begin the experience.  If 
you’re accustomed to the Selichot services of the last 
few years, you’ll find a similar opportunity in this 
program for settling into intention and reflection. 

 

mailto:webcontentlw@gmail.com
mailto:jemden@jewishlearningworks.org
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"Mrs. Reiff And The Counterfeit Shop" 
by Stephanie Anne Johnson 

A Staged Play Reading 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Sunday, September 25, 5pm 

     We are delighted to present a staged reading of 
Stephanie Anne Johnson’s newest play. This 
autobiographical portrait begins when teenaged 
Stephanie looks into the window of an art store in 
Englewood, New Jersey. 
      Welcomed by Mrs. Reiff, the owner of the 
Counterfeit Shop, they develop a decades long 
friendship which transcends age, culture, race, and 
religion. There are flashbacks to highlight this 
historical moment on the East Coast when Black 
people and Jewish people shared common cause in 
the quest for social justice. A surprising cultural 
intersection is revealed at the end of the play. 
      Susan Felix, Bruce Bierman, and Stephanie Anne 
Johnson will be the readers. Bruce Bierman will lead 
participants in Jewish dance before an open 
discussion of this play in development.   
     People of all ages are welcome to attend this 
event.  Admission is free. Donations for the actors 
and technician will be gratefully accepted. 

In the Sanctuary 

 

Sukkot Shabbat: 
Friday Evening Potluck in the Sukkah 

 
Friday, October 21, 6:30pm 

    Bring the whole family and join us for a Sukkot 
dinner in the Sukkah (and/or Social Hall). This is not a 
ritual-heavy event – our major purpose is to 
celebrate and be happy which is the very purpose 
the Torah describes for the holiday. We’ll do a few 
blessings, then a potluck dinner, conversation, 
perhaps a chance for kids to make sukkah 
decorations, and then, as you choose to, do the ritual 
of blessing the lulav palm frond and shaking in 
blessing to all the world’s directions with Rabbi 
David.   Remember: Bring a veggie potluck dish to 
share and be joyous! (Fish okay, but no shellfish, 
please.) 

 

Annual Harvest Dinner of the Faith Trio 
“Solidarity: A Spiritual Necessity”  

 

 
Saturday evening, November 5 

 
6:15 Come early if you would like to be present at the 
Muslim evening service 
6:45 Multi-Faith Blessings, Potluck Dinner (see below) 
and Conversation 
 
     The Faith Trio is an alliance of Kehilla Community 
Synagogue, Islamic Cultural Center of Northern 
California, and Montclair Presbyterian Church. Every 
year we hold an autumn gathering. Often we have a 
theme for discussion at the tables. The opening 
question this year: “What is your earliest memory of an 
experience where you met someone from another 
religious background?” Our discussions will focus on 
the spiritual necessity for interfaith solidarity.  
Designated potluck: Kehilla members bring veggy 
salads (fish okay). 

At the Islamic Cultural Center of Northern California 
1433 Madison Street, Oakland near 14th Street 

 



 7

Kehilla Neighborhood Brunches Return! 
Sunday, October 16, 11:00am-1:00pm

If you have ever wanted to find out more about the 
Kehilla members in your neighborhood and to make 
connections in your local village - come to a Kehilla 
Neighborhood Brunch!   This year our brunch is on the 
day of the first evening of Sukkot. 

WHERE: We expect to have hosts for Berkeley, 
Richmond, South Oakland and the 
Rockridge/Temescal/Grand Lake/Piedmont area of 
Oakland. WHAT: The hosts will provide juice, coffee 
and tea.   

Guests are asked to bring vegetarian brunch items to 
share. 

Save the Date and look for further announcements in 
the weekly emails or call the office!  We hope to see 
you there!  If you are willing to volunteer your home, 
please email chesed@kehillasynagogue.org.  Your offer 
will be much appreciated. 

Shalom, 
The Chesed Committee 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Erev Simchat Torah Celebration!  
Monday, October 24 

 

 

 

 

at Chochmat HaLev   
2215 Prince St., Berkeley at Fulton. 

Join with all the Bay Area Renewal communities for 
a night of sacred and ecstastic dancing to live 
music and special Torah chanting to celebrate the 
conclusion of our High Holy Day journey.    

6:00pm  Special Kids Celebration with Jen Miriam 
and Alon Altman, dance and sing around the Torah 
with  puppets, music and friends 

6:30pm Vegetarian potluck dinner 

7:00 pm Maariv, Dancing and Torah service with 
the Shirat HaLev Musicians 

9:30 pm- Kiddush and refreshments 

Donation:  Members of participating organizations: 
$15-10   General Public $20-15   Children: $5 

Save the Date! 

The Buddha & The Ba’al Shem Tov 
With Zoketsu Norman Fischer, Rabbi Burt Jacobson &  

Rabbi Dev Noily  
Come celebrate Rabbi Burt's 80th Birthday! 

Saturday Evening, November 19, 7:30pm 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

   Our own visionary teacher Rabbi Burt and noted poet, 
meditation teacher and Zen Buddhist priest, Norman 
Fischer will be in dialogue, moderated by Rabbi Dev. They 
will explore parallels in the teaching and lives of the 
Buddha and the Ba’al Shem Tov, two enlightened teachers 
who saw the Divine everywhere, and taught the spiritual 
values of mystery, compassion, love and joy. 

   Come and celebrate Rabbi Burt’s 80th birthday and 50th 
year in the rabbinate! The dialogue will be followed by 
delectable desserts and drinks in the Social Hall. 

   PLEASE NOTE – We will be celebrating Rabbi Burt’s 80th 
throughout Shabbat on November 18 & 19.  We will have 
Kabbalat Shabbat services and oneg on Friday night, and 
special Shabbat morning services and lunch on Saturday. 

Sanctuary 
 

 

 

 

mailto:chesed@kehillasynagogue.org.
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Book Discussion Group 
All Kehilla members are welcome to join us for our customary meetings on the second Monday of the month at 7pm in 
the Fireside Room. These books are from the San Francisco Jewiish Community Library and there might be copies to 
borrow. 

Monday, September 12, 7pm 
The Fixer by Bernard Malamud 

     The Fixer (1966) is Bernard Malamud's best-known 
and most acclaimed novel -- one that makes manifest his 
roots in Russian fiction, especially that of Isaac Babel.  
Set in Kiev in 1911 during a period of heightened anti-
Semitism, the novel tells the story of Yakov Bok, a Jewish 
handyman blamed for the brutal murder of a young 
Russian boy. Bok leaves his village to try his luck in Kiev, 
and after denying his Jewish identity, finds himself 
working for a member of the anti-Semitic Black 
Hundreds Society. When the boy is found nearly drained 
of blood in a cave, the Black Hundreds accuse the Jews of 
ritual murder. Arrested and imprisoned, Bok refuses to 
confess to a crime that he did not commit. 
 

 

Monday, October 10, 7pm 
Mystics of Mile End by Sigal Samuel 

     Sigal Samuel’s debut novel, in the vein of Nicole 
Krauss’s bestselling The History of Love, is an imaginative 
story that delves into the heart of Jewish mysticism, 
faith, and family. In the half-Hasidic, half-hipster 
Montreal neighborhood of Mile End, eleven-year-old Lev 
Meyer is discovering that there may be a place for 
Judaism in his life. As he learns about science in his day 
school, Lev begins his own extracurricular study of the 
Bible’s Tree of Knowledge with neighbor Mr. Katz, who is 
building his own Tree out of trash. Meanwhile his sister 
Samara is secretly studying for her Bat Mitzvah with 
next-door neighbor and Holocaust survivor, Mr. 
Glassman. All the while his father, David, a professor of 
Jewish mysticism, is a non-believer. 

 
Solar Lights for Gaza Fundraiser & 

 Pre-Shabbat Potluck 
Please join Kehilla’s Greening and Middle East Peace Committees for a potluck dinner on  

September 16 at 5:30pm and fundraiser to support the children of Gaza. 

         Gaza is still recovering from fifty-one days of 
bombing in 2014. Electricity, water, and sewage systems 
are all still very fragile, and more than 17,000 people are 
still in temporary housing. Families there are affected 
daily by rolling black-outs. Far too often electricity is 
only available for 4 hours per day. Children must do 
their homework by dangerous kerosene lamps or 
candlelight. For the last year, the Rebuilding Alliance, a 
local non-profit organization, has been fundraising and 
shpping solar powered lights to Non-Governmental 
Organizations in Gaza. Our goal is to help raise funds to 
help them send the next pallet of 1,920 solar-powered 
lights to Gaza's children. 
     Our speaker for the evening will be Donna Baranski-
Walker, founder and Executive Director of Rebuilding 
Alliance, who was in Gaza in April to distribute the first 
pallet of solar lights. Rebuilding Alliance is working with 
Palestinian Non-Governmental Organizations in Gaza to 
distribute the solar lights to children and families in 
need. Donna will explain how Rebuilding Alliance is able 
to send the solar-powered lights through the blockade 
following pre-clearance by both Palestinian and Israeli 
Customs. She also will tell us about their NGO partners 
and some of the families she visited in Gaza. This will be 

a rare opportunity to hear directly from someone who 
has spent time in Gaza supporting children and families.  
     Rebuilding Alliance has already delivered three pallets 
of solar lights so children in Gaza can safely study and 
spend time with their families. There are 700,000 
children in Gaza.  Please join us on Sept. 16th to help 
Rebuilding Alliance send more Luci Lights to Gaza's 
children. 
     We will have a Potluck Dinner in the Social Hall 
starting at 5:30. Please bring a vegetarian or fish dish to 
share.  
     And please join us after dinner and the presentation 
for a spirited, musical Kabbalat Shabbat service to sing, 
meditate, dance, and rest in the joy and peace of 
Shabbat. Led by Hazzan Shulamit and Julie Nesnansky. 
     We hope you can join us on September 16 to hear first 
hand from our guest about her experience personally 
delivering solar lights to Gaza. But if you can’t make it, 
please make a donation to this great project!  
     You can donate at this link: 
https://commitchange.com/ca/burlingame-
94010/rebuilding-alliance/events/kehilla-for-gazas-
children 

https://commitchange.com/ca/burlingame-
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You’re Invited: 
A Community Forum on the Movement for Black Lives Platform: 

Study & Conversation 

Sunday September 18, 3:30 – 7:00pm 
by Rabbi Dev Noily 

     In early August the Movement for Black Lives 
Platform was published.  Organizers described their 
project this way: 

In response to the sustained and increasingly visible 
violence against Black communities in the U.S. and 
globally, a collective of more than 50 organizations 
representing thousands of Black people from across 
the country have come together with renewed 
energy and purpose to articulate a common vision 
and agenda. 
Our resistance and rebellion are not new, but like 
other times in history have come to a critical mass, 
and the bravery of those in Ferguson and across 
the country captured the attention of the world. A 
year ago, over 2,000 of us gathered in Cleveland to 
reflect on the state of our movement for liberation 
and celebrate our people, both those who have 
fallen and those who have survived. It was there 
that we began the process of uniting to articulate a 
shared vision of the world we want to live in. 

     The Platform articulates that sweeping and radical 
vision for racial and economic justice. It addresses 
reparations, education, healthcare, housing, policing, 
militarization (domestic and foreign), incarceration, 
criminalization, community control, and other aspects 
of U.S. society and policy that impact Black lives. 
     We’re excited to come together to study the 
platform as a community and to listen deeply to what 
the Movement’s leaders are saying. Rabbi David, 
Hazzan Shulamit, Rabbi Burt and I have endorsed the 
Movement for Black Lives Platform as individuals.  As I 
read the Platform I felt the tectonic plates of racial 
injustice in our country begin to shift.  In the profound 
language of the background pieces I could hear more 
of the stories of Black lives, deepening my awareness 
of the differences between my experience as White 
person and the experiences of so many Black people I 

live alongside.   I heard the Platform as a call to listen 
to Black voices, as a call to compassion, and as a call to 
join more fully in the M4BL struggle to root out the 
injustice that continues to rot the core of our country.  
This feels like an extraordinary historic moment to me, 
and I feel humbled and grateful for the Movement for 
Black Lives as path to justice for all of us. 
     We’d like Kehilla to consider endorsing the Platform 
as an organization as well. This Forum will be our first 
communal conversation about the Platform, and will 
help us to discern the next steps in this process.   
     The primary focus of our learning and 
conversations will be the current and historic 
experiences of Black people in the U.S., and the ways 
that White supremacy has operated, and continues to 
operate in our society and in our souls. 
     We invite you to read the entire platform, either 
ahead of time or at the September 18 Community 
Forum.  The first part of the afternoon will be devoted 
to studying the Platform.  You will find links to a 
summary of the Platform, and to the deeper analysis 
of each of its six parts on our website at this link: 
http://kehillasynagogue.org/event/a-community-
forum-on-the-movement-for-black-lives-platform-
study-conversation/  
     After doing text study with the Platform we’ll have 
a break and a nosh/snack.  The second half of the 
afternoon will be a compassionate listening-style 
session, where people gather in facilitated small 
groups to share their responses, reactions to and 
questions about the platform.  We will have at least 
one small group for People of Color.  We’ll end with 
everyone coming together to share highlights from the 
small group conversations.  You may come for the 
whole time, or just the first half, or just the second 
half.   [continued on p. 13.]

 

http://kehillasynagogue.org/event/a-community-
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New Adult Education Classes Fall 2016 

To Register for Classes: You can register and pay online at www.KehillaSynagogue.org (click on the 
"LEARN" link and then click on Adult Education), or send check payable to Kehilla to Kehilla, 

 1300 Grand Ave., Piedmont, CA 94610.  

 
 
“700 Benches: Experiencing Biblical Hebrew” 
Class 
Begins September 8, 6:30pm 
Taught by Jenna Kemp 
Have you ever wanted to read and understand Torah 
Hebrew? As a first phase in the launch of Kehilla’s new 
“700 Benches” beit-midrash program,  Kehilla is 
offering  a class designed to be an immersive 
experience in the language and structure of biblical 
Hebrew. What do we mean by “immersive?" Think of 
once a week jumping into the deep end of the pool—
with water wings as needed, swim buddies, and a 
lifeguard. 
This class is a multi-level beit-midrash in which 
students will learn the grammar that will allow them 
to begin reading biblical Hebrew without an English 
translation. Working primarily in chevrutah (pairs, 
small groups), we will learn grammar together, while 
simultaneously reading biblical narrative in Hebrew. 
People at all levels of Hebrew abilities are encouraged 
to join. Students will be expected to do some 
homework and memorization, but the emphasis is on 
concepts and resources that will allow you to begin to 
“swim” on your own! 
If you are interested in the class, but need some work 
on your aleph-bet, you will find resources to help get 
you up to speed on our website at this link: 
http://kehillasynagogue.org/online-hebrewbiblical-
text-resources/ 
Prerequisite: Aleph-bet and Vowels 
Dates:  Thursdays, Sept. 8- Sept. 29, Oct. 27, Nov. 3 (A 
six-session series) 
Time: 6:30-8:30pm 
Cost: $150 Kehilla members, $180 General Public.  No 
one turned away for lack of ability to pay the full 
amount. If you are unable to pay the full amount, 
please contact sjgrodin@comcast.net. 
Questions? Contact Jenna Stover-Kemp at 
jennakemp25@gmail.com or Sharon Grodin at 
sjgrodin@comcast.net. No one is turned away for lack 
of funds; please discuss this with us. 

 
 

 
 
Conversion Group  
Begins September 12, 7:30pm 
Led by Rabbi Dev Noily and Sharon Grodin 

 Kehilla’s conversion group is the communal portion of 
a process of individual inquiry that each participant 
anticipates will lead to adopting Judaism.  Kehilla’s 
spiritual leaders Rabbi Dev and Sharon Grodin are 
available to guide participants in their reading, 
selection of classes, and experiences that inform their 
education toward discernment about this decision. 
 The group is not an “introduction to Judaism” class, 
but rather a forum where participants reflect on and 
share insights about the studies and experiences each 
is undertaking within Kehilla and elsewhere.  The 
group meets once a month for 1-1/2 hours, which 
typically includes some learning together and 
responding to each others’ questions. Because this 
group is intended to support conversion in the 
context of Kehilla community, after the first two 
sessions, participants are expected to decide whether 
Kehilla is a good fit for them; if so, participants will be 
come members, and if not, participants will be 
supported in finding an alternative for their 
conversion studies. 
If you are interested in this group, please contact 
Sharon Grodin at sjgrodin@comcast.net.  
Dates:  Mondays, Sept. 12, Nov. 14, Dec. 12  
Cost: No charge (but see above about membership).  
Led by Rabbi Dev and Sharon Grodin. 
Location: Sanctuary/Buber Room 

 

http://www.KehillaSynagogue.org
http://kehillasynagogue.org/online-hebrewbiblical-
mailto:sjgrodin@comcast.net.
mailto:jennakemp25@gmail.com
mailto:sjgrodin@comcast.net.
mailto:sjgrodin@comcast.net.
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Adult Education (continued) 
 
"Drumming As Prayer" Class 
A Two-Class Series: September 18 & September 21 
Taught by Debbie Fier, Kehilla Musical Prayer Leader & 
“Heartbeat of the Service"  
     Drumming is an active form of meditation. It 
provides a wonderful way to be present, express 
yourself and learn how to drum with a group in sacred 
community space. At Kehilla, we are creating an 
intergenerational drum group, called Ketzev Kehilla, 
(the Beats of Kehilla), and we have been learning 
some of the rhythms for the Kehilla melodies and also 
drumming at our Chai Shabbat services. 
     This is a two-class series. It can be taken as a series 
or as individual classes. (However, if you want to 
drum at High Holy Days services, you must come to 
both classes.) 
       Those who wish to will have the opportunity to 
drum for our High Holy Days services at the Scottish 
Rite Center in Oakland. Participants who want to join 
us in drumming need to commit to coming to both 
classes of the series (exceptions may be made IF you 
have taken previous ‘Drumming as Prayer’ classes with 
Debbie. In those cases you must come to at least 1 
class). If you have taken this class before, and enjoy 
drumming in our Kehilla circle, please come to the 
class!  We will always learn new rhythms, practice new 
exercises and continue building on what we have 
previously done. 
     All ages and all levels welcome!  Please bring a 
drum if you have one.  If you need a drum for the 
class, please email Sasha@kehillasynagogue.org and 
we will do our best to provide one. Hand percussion 
(shakers, claves, etc.) will be provided. 
     Dates: Sunday, Sept 18 - 4-5:30 and Wednesday,  
Sept 21, 7-8:30 in the Fireside Room.  
    Cost:  2-class series: $36 members/ $46 non-
members; Individual class: $20 members/ $25 non-
members 
    Location: Fireside Room 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Chai Mitzvah Group Forming: “A Jewish Year” 
Begins Sunday, October 16, 5:30pm 

In response to many requests for a more structured, 
group-based program for exploring Judaism, Kehilla is 
offering a Chai Mitzvah group beginning in October.  
What is “Chai Mitzvah,” you ask?  It’s a curriculum and 
structure created by a Jewish-multidenominational 
(including Renewal) group of rabbis and educators, 
designed to support group study and a period of 
committed personal exploration.  No prior experience 
with Judaism or Hebrew is required.  Here’s what the 
creators have to say about it: 

“Chai Mitzvah is a unique adult engagement program 
that encourages an integrated, experiential approach 
to Jewish life through five simple components. Each 
participant:  

1. Attends monthly group learning with a set 
curriculum provided by Chai Mitzvah.  

2. Chooses an independent study topic for the year.  

3. Chooses a ritual/spiritual practice to take on for the 
year.  

4. Chooses a social action activity to commit to for the 
year.  

5. Celebrates the journey!”  

In our case, we’ve chosen “A Jewish Year” as an 
overarching theme. Participants will investigate and 
experience the Jewish calendar as it occurs, separately 
or together, as interests dictate.  Our mitzvah group 
will meet on third Sundays starting in October, with 
minimal costs set to cover our fee from Chai Mitzvah 
for the materials (the more participants, the lower the 
cost, but we are setting the initial registration fee 
$18/person for the 9-month period).  The group may 
decide to engage speakers or project leaders on 
particular topics and share the cost of that additional 
enrichment.  For more information about the 
program, see www.chaimitzvah.org.  For questions 
about our group, contact sjgrodin@comcastnet. 

Dates: Monthly for 9 months, beginning Sunday,  
Oct. 16, 5:30-7pm 

Cost: $18/person 

Location: Back classsroom, main floor 

mailto:Sasha@kehillasynagogue.org
http://www.chaimitzvah.org.
mailto:sjgrodin@comcastnet.
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Adult Education (continued) 
 

Elements of Magical Judaism 
Begins Monday, October 16, 6:00pm 
with Reclaiming* Teachers  
Jude Elf & Maggid Jonathan Furst 
Join us for a six-week exploration of Earth-based 
Judaism through the elements of Earth, Air, Fire, 
Water and Spirit. Develop personal practices and 
improvisational ritual co-creation skills, blending 
modern G!ddess-oriented magic with traditional 
Jewish and ancient Hebraic spirituality.  
Dates: Mondays, October 17 - November 21, 6pm  
Cost: $240-$90 sliding scale 
Location: Sanctuary 
For More Info: contact jfurst@pobox.com or  
415-516-4904 
*Learn more about Reclaiming here: 
http://www.reclaiming.org/  
Co-sponsored by the Jewitch Collective and Derech 
Ha'Aretz Outdoor Yeshiva 
 
I Never Knew Hebrew Could Be So Much Fun 
Class 
Begins Sunday, October 23, 10:30am 
Taught by Bracha Stone 
Once again Bracha is offering her fabulous course in 
beginning Hebrew. Absolutely no previous Hebrew 
experience is required or expected. Come and find out 
why you don’t have to know very much at all in order 
to have Hebrew take on a very special place in your 
life. Bracha loves to teach this class since adults tend 
to be very compliant students and they ask such 
serious questions. Form a community of like-minded 
adults, play games, sing songs and learn, learn, learn.  
Repeaters welcomed!! 

Dates:  Sunday, Oct. 23, 30, Nov. 6, 10:30am-11:45am 
Cost:  $54 members, $66 nonmembers 
Location: Given at the time of registration. 
Call Bracha for questions or concerns. 510-703-2220. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Personalizing Our Experience With Jewish 
Liturgy 
First meeting: Sunday, October 23, 6:30pm 
A new group convened by Bracha Stone 
Designed for those who want to explore an expanded 
and creative relationship to Jewish liturgy. While there 
is no expectation of a belief in "God," this group is 
designed for those who desire to personally connect 
to "something-bigger-than-us" and/or "the-wisdom-
deep-within-us." We will witness and be witnessed as 
we explore our attraction and creative responses to 
traditional Jewish prayer practice. We will meet 
together once a month for 5 months. We will also 
participate in a weekly email conversation concerning 
our intentions, and the challenges and blessings we 
experience as we enact our them. 
Dates:  First meeting is Sunday, Oct. 23, 6:30-8:30. 
There will be a meeting at the same time in the 
evening in November, December, January and 
February. Specific dates for each month will be 
determined by October 1st.  
Cost:  $120 members, $150 nonmembers 
Location: Given at the time of registration.  
Call Bracha for questions or concerns. 510-703-2220.  

A Class in the Poetic Word 
Begins Wednesday, October 26, 7pm 
Taught by Lenore Weiss 
Come learn about several outstanding twentieth-
century American Jewish poets, including a number of 
contemporary writers. The four-session class will 
examine work by poets who express diverse 
connections to the Jewish experience.  For the first 
hour of each session, we will examine and discuss the 
poet’s work. Using writing prompts from the readings, 
during the second hour we will respond to the poetry 
in whatever written form we choose. Open to all. No 
writing experience is required. Special guest visits by 
local poets. All lovers of the word are encouraged to 
participate. Bring a notebook and pen. 
Dates: Wednesday, Oct. 26, Nov.  9,  Nov. 23, Nov. 30, 
7-9pm 
Cost: $88 members, $112 nonmembers 
Location: Fireside Room 
 

mailto:jfurst@pobox.com
http://www.reclaiming.org/
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A Community Forum on the Movement for Black Lives Platform 
[continued] 
     Part of the platform, called Invest/Divest, deals 
with connections between U.S. military spending and 
interventions abroad on the one hand, and the lack of 
funding for domestic social needs and militarization of 
U.S. police on the other hand. This part of the 
platform also addresses U.S. military support for Israel 
and the unjust treatment of Palestinians under 
Occupation, using language that some Jewish people 
and organizations have objected to strongly.   
     Our intention is to create a community forum that 
centers the Platform’s demands for racial and 

economic justice, while making space for the complex 
emotional responses that may arise for us in 
relationship to Jewish identity, racial identity and all 
the aspects of ourselves that make each of us who we 
are.  
     Please be in touch with us if you have questions or 
feedback.  
     RSVP if you can  to Sasha@kehillasynagogue.org.  
 – it will help us a lot as we plan the afternoon. 

 
 

Join the 30th Annual G.R.I.P. Harmony Walk in Richmond 
To End Hunger & Homelessness-to Benefit the Greater Richmond Interfaith Program 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     On October 29, Greater Richmond Interfaith 
Program is hosting its 30th annual Harmony Walk/Run 
to End Homelessness in Richmond. Several Kehilla 
members and members of St. John’s Church joined a 
team last year in memory of David McPhail and Judy 
Abel, GRIP activists who both died in September, 
2015.  
     That team raised over $1,000 in support of the 
Souper Center, a program operated by GRIP, which 
serves meals to homeless and needy residents and 
also runs a family shelter. David and Irene, his wife, 
both Kehilla members, and Betty Young, started a 
group now called David’s Dinner Group which 
prepares a monthly meal for families staying at the 
GRIP shelter. Several Kehilla members, people who 
had been members of an El Cerrito church where 
David had ministered, and members of St John’s 
Presbyterian Church in Berkeley, are in the dinner 
group as well. 
     David did this Walk every year through 2014. 

Kehilla members have another opportunity this year 
to remember and honor David while helping to ease 
homelessness. 
     We encourage everyone’s participation in or pledge 
of money to the team. We will have a team name and 
a team page set-up with the Harmony Walk website 
by mid-September. 
     The web address with a link to our team page & 
further details will be provided in the Kehilla weekly 
e-mails.    
     Check-in on October 29 begins at 9:00 a.m. The Run 
starts at 10:30 a.m. The Walk starts at 10:45 a.m. You 
can walk or run for as much, or as little, a distance as 
you want.  And, there will be a festival in the park 
after the walk.  
     Please consider sending a donation or joining the 
team after the team page is setup. If you have 
questions about the team, feel free to contact Sue 
Goldberg directly at suegoldberg@sbcglobal.net 

 
Pictured: Alex Madonik, Ruthie Levin, Richard Speiglman, Sue Goldberg 

 

mailto:Sasha@kehillasynagogue.org.
mailto:suegoldberg@sbcglobal.net
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An Interview with Spiritual Leader Avi Rose 
by Bill Lazarus

     More refugees are 
fleeing persecution now 
than at any time since the 
end of World War II, says 
Avi Rose, who has spent 
most of his life as a political 
and social activist, and who 
now finds himself turning 
more and more to issues of 
immigration and the flood 
of people seeking safe 
haven. With millions of 
refugees left homeless and 
nationless as the result of 
warfare in Syria and 
elsewhere, Avi sees the 

Jewish response as extending “beyond empathizing. 
“It’s identifying,” he says. “We need to see ourselves 
as coming out of Egypt.” 

     “We were strangers. We know the heart of the 
stranger,” adds Avi, who is executive director of 
Jewish Family and Community Services East Bay . That 
“central narrative” of the Jewish people is a key these 
days to the work of JFCS. About 2,000 of the 8,000 
people it annually serves are refugees and other 
immigrants. While the work of JFCS has historically 
been geared toward helping the Jewish community, it 
is not exclusively so. Avi says, “Tikkun Olam is not 
about bringing healing only to the Jewish people. It’s 
about “olam.” It’s about the world as a whole.” 

     When Avi started work at JFCS in 2005, the agency 
was already involved with helping immigrants from all 
over the world. When the surge of Jewish immigration 
from the Former Soviet Union subsided in the 1990’s, 
JFCS began to serve people from other countries, 
including Afghanistan, Bosnia, Cambodia, Iran, Iraq 
and Syria. Many of these refugees are Muslims. JFCS 
currently helps numerous families from Afghanistan, 
many of whom were subject to persecution after 
assisting Americans in the war against the Taliban. 
JFCS also has devoted itself to helping LGBT refugees 
fleeing particularly harsh oppression because of their 
sexual orientation or gender identities. 

     As a youth, Avi grew up mostly in Phoenix in a 
liberal Jewish family, largely out-of-kilter with the 

mostly right-wing community. His dad hailed from the 
Bronx, and was himself the son of immigrant parents 
who made their way to the United States from 
Lithuania. When Avi was 13, he moved with his family 
to Sacramento, and soon started spending time in the 
Bay Area. It was the late 1960s and “politics, drugs and 
rock and roll — it was all here.” 

     Avi became a political activist in high school, and 
chose to go to college at Brandeis, which was a hotbed 
of leftist politics. While he came out as a gay man in 
college, his activism was focused more on anti-war 
work and economic issues. After college, he worked 
for a period as a union steward. Avi joined other 
progressive Jews in the Boston Committee to 
Challenge Antisemitism and became, in the 1980s, 
involved in New Jewish Agenda, a national 
organization that he co-chaired, and that focused on a 
wide variety of issues, including Mid-East peace, 
feminism, disarmament, LGBT rights, oppression in 
Central America and the sanctuary movement. Avi 
also took up work battling AIDS, and co-edited Twice 
Blessed, a book about gay and lesbian Jews. 

     While Avi was aware of immigration issues, it 
wasn’t then a focus of his work and activism. That 
changed in 2005 when he started at JCFS and found it 
“powerful” to be working to help both Russian Jews 
and Afghan Muslims. “I’m really impressed by the 
resilience of most of the refugees whom we are 
helping.  They are individuals with their own quirks, 
strengths and shortcomings, and most have 
experienced significant trauma. It is a huge 
undertaking to leave your home – everyone and 
everything you know – and start your life over again in 
a new country..” 

     While, culturally, the Bay Area is “really welcoming, 
economically, this is a really hard area to come to,” Avi 
says. As a result, families crowd into small living 
quarters together, and people work two or three jobs 
to get by. 

     At seders, Avi has hosted refugees. “It’s powerful to 
be at a seder with somebody who has recently had to 
‘leave Egypt,’” he says. Avi also asks, “What is more 
Jewish than resettling refugees?” He answers himself 
in a word. “Nothing.”
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A Note on the Israel/Palestine Values Survey 
by Rabbi David J. Cooper 

 
     Last month we send out to every member 
household a survey to determine support for a 
statement of values on Israel/Palestine. One could 
indicate where one stood on a spectrum from very 
much disagreeing to strong agreement (scale of 1 to 
5). 
     As of this writing, 141 responses have been 
received. 
     99 responses are 5’s – strongly agree. (71.7%) 
     26 are 4’s – generally agree (18.8%) 
     7 are 3’s – more or less neutral (5.1%) 
     3 are 2’s – generally disagree (2.2%) 

     3 are 1’s – very much disagree (2.2%) 
     In a few days, I will be reading the many written 
comments on the proposed wording and I plan to 
print some of them in the November Kol Kehilla, with 
the permission of their authors to print with ascription 
or anonymously. 
     The decision to adopt the statement as is (or with 
grammatical changes) will be in the hands of the 
Kehilla Board. Currently the plan is that in October the 
results of the survey and representative comments 
and suggestions will be forwarded to the Board for 
their consideration and action. 

 
Chevra Kadisha Sh'mira Readings Project 

 
    Kehilla’s Chevra Kadisha is pleased to announce the 
completion of our “Sh’mira Readings Project.”  We 
now have two beautiful volumes that can be used by 
the shomrim (“watchers”) –those who sit with the 
body of a community member who has died until the 
time of burial. 
    Traditionally, shomrim read Psalms during the 
sh’mira  (“watching”).  In Kehilla we have provided 
other readings—poetry and prose from Jewish and 
non-Jewish sources as well as portions of our liturgy—
so that each shomer might deepen his or her own 
reflections on the meaning of life and death.   
     As we embarked on revising and expanding these 
additional readings, our discussions and study led us 
to taking a closer look at The Book of Psalms as well.  
We looked at many different translations and 

interpretations and selected the one for each Psalm 
that we thought invoked the values of Jewish Renewal 
movement.  
     A small group from Kehilla’s Chevra Kadisha 
traveled to Boston in June to present a workshop on 
these readings and to discuss Kehilla’s approach to 
sh’mira at the annual K’vod v Nichum (“honor and 
comfort”) conference.  More than thirty people 
attended our workshop and received our presentation 
with great enthusiasm.   
     We will formally present Kehilla’s Readings for 
Shmira and Psalms for Shmira at the Morning Service, 
Sept 17.  We invite the entire community to join in 
our simcha and to learn more about the practice of 
sh’mira.   

 

Finding Your Spiritual Direction 
 
     Spiritual direction is a process of inner listening that 
enables individuals to discern the movement of the 
Spirit in their lives, so they can come to understand 
both the spiritual dimension and the spiritual direction 
of their experience. In this sense, spiritual direction is 
a pathway to teshuvah, toward finding one’s way back 
to the Source that birthed and sustains each of us.  

     Spiritual directors have been trained to help those 
seeking the Spirit to find direction. They also help 
seekers find appropriate spiritual practices. 

     Rabbi Burt offers individual Kehilla congregants 
hour-long meetings in spiritual direction. Any Kehilla 
member is entitled to such a session once a year 
without cost. Burt usually meets with congregants at 
Kehilla on Tuesday afternoons and evenings, several 
times a month. He also sees people at his home in El 
Sobrante at other times during the week. If you are 
interested in meeting with Rabbi Burt, please contact 
him at Rabburt@earthlink.net, or by calling 
510.283.5704. 

 
 

mailto:Rabburt@earthlink.net,
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Competing Death Penalty Initiatives on November Ballot 

by Beth Weinberger 
 

     This November we'll have a chance to vote again to 
repeal California's death penalty, replacing it with Life 
Without Possibility of Parole.  Unfortunately, a 
competing measure that would attempt to change the 
appeals process to expedite executions has caused 
confusion, especially as the latter measure's title is 
misleading.  So here's an explanation of each of the 
initiatives with recommendations in keeping with 
Kehilla policy. 

 
The Justice that Works Act of 2016—Proposition #62  

 This is essentially the same as Prop. 34 on the 
2012 ballot, which Kehilla supported.  It would replace 
the death penalty with life without the possibility of 
parole.  It would: 

 End state killing and eliminate the possibility 
of executing innocent people.  Since 1973, 
156 people, convicted of murder, have been 
exonerated, 3 of them in California. 

 Keep dangerous criminals from ever being 
released. 

 Save approximately $150 million a year that 
could be put to more productive use. 

 Increase to 60% the portion of wages earned 
by persons sentenced to life without parole 
that may go to victim restitution funds. 

Recommendation:  Support Prop. 62 
 
Death Penalty Reform & Savings Act of 2016—
Proposition #66 

  Prop. 66 attempts to “reform” a  failed death 
penalty system by changing the appeals process.  It 
would remove current safeguards, limit the ability to 
present new evidence of innocence and set unrealistic 
deadlines for trials and appeals.  The changed 

procedures and new deadlines would force hiring of 
hundreds of new, inexperienced attorneys at taxpayer 
expense. If it succeeded, it would: 

 Increase the chances of wrongful convictions 
and execution of innocent people 

 Interfere with our due process and appeals 
processes, which might be found 
unconstitutional after costly and lengthy 
lawsuits. 

 Authorize the state to house death row 
inmates in new prisons. 

 Model California's system after Texas' rapid 
execution mill. 

 Move appeals from the state Supreme Court 
to local county courts, prioritizing these cases 
and the shortened timelines.  It would 
overwhelm lower courts and severely limit 
their ability to hear other types of cases or 
conduct any other court business. 

Recommendation: Oppose Prop. 66 
 
        This fall you'll have a chance to hear more about, 
question and discuss these initiatives, as well 
as a number of others at a Kehilla Ballot Initiatives 
evening, October 17.  Mark your calendars and see 
Richard Speiglman's article, also in this issue, on some 
of the other initiatives, researched and recommended 
by Oakland Community Organizations (OCO.) 
     If you want more information now about the death 
penalty initiatives; if you want to help with the 
campaigns or donate to them, go to 
www.yeson62.com or contact me at 
bethw0104@mindspring.com.  

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Not Registered to Vote?  
 

Please contact karenrachels@gmail.com 
of Kehilla’s Economic Justice Committee 
She will help you get registered before 

the November election 

http://www.yeson62.com
mailto:bethw0104@mindspring.com.
mailto:karenrachels@gmail.com
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Community Discussion of Ballot Propositions and Local Measures 
by Richard Speiglman 

 
Monday, October 17, 7-9pm 

Kehilla Social Hall 
Sponsored by  

Kehilla Economic Justice Committee, Greening Committee and Anti-Death Penalty Action Group 

Bring yourself, your friends and your family, your questions and your answers 

     When I was a kid in Des Moines, reform Rabbi 
Edward Zerin (Temple B’nai Jeshurun) used to implore 
youth – perhaps it was at our B’nai Mitzvot – to be 
“informed, participating Jews.”  I may have taken this 
to be the 11th Commandment, and I think the 
instruction was responsible for my 50-something years 
of reading at least the local, state, and national news 
sections of the daily newspaper.  Sometime later, a 
sociology professor suggested that the important 
news appears in the business section.  We won’t get 
into the question of sports news. 

     I never fully understood the Jews part of the 
obligation.  But nevertheless I’m pretty sure the 
informed/participating charge includes voting and, to 
the extent possible, understanding the implications of 
your vote prior to casting it. 

     In their length, California ballots present a serious 
challenge.  We need each other’s help to become well-
informed prior to voting.  Instead of sitting home 
alone the night before the election frantically trying to 
decide how to vote on propositions and local 
measures, on the evening of October 17th please join 
other community members to discuss ballot 
measures. 

 Bring your sample ballot (and your mail-in or 
absentee ballot if you have one) 

 Join discussion of some of the most important 
state and local ballot measures (if only we had 
time to tend to all of them!) 

 Written materials on all the state propositions 
and some local measures will be available, 
including recommendations from Kehilla, 
Oakland Community Organizations (OCO), and 
other organizations 

 Kehilla members and others actively engaged 
in working on some of the measures will offer 
brief presentations 

 
See the next page for OCO's recommendations on 

several state, county, and City of Oakland issues.  
We’ll have expanded endorsement information by 
October 17th.   

 
Please forward information on other measures, or 

for other localities, to Richard or Beth: 

rspeiglman@sbcglobal.net  

bethw0104@mindspring.com   

Or bring the information with you on October 17th.   

If possible, RSVP to Beth or Richard (see their 
contact information above.) 

mailto:rspeiglman@sbcglobal.net
mailto:bethw0104@mindspring.com
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Oakland Community Organizations 

Recommendations on CA, Alameda County, and City of Oakland issues 

Number Title or focus Content OCO 
endorsement 

State Propositions 

55 Tax extension 
Extends the temporary personal income tax on 
incomes over $250,000 to fund education and 

health care (Prop 30 extension) 
Support 

56 Tobacco tax Increases the cigarette tax to $2 / pack Support 

 57 Public Safety & 
Rehabilitation Act 

Increases parole chances for felons convicted of 
non-violent crimes and provides more 

opportunities to earn credits for good behavior 
Support 

 62 Death penalty Repeals the death penalty in CA Support* 

64 Adult Use of Marijuana Act 
Legalizes adults’ growing, possessing, and using 

marijuana for nonmedical purposes, with certain 
restrictions; establishes regulatory system for 

legal market.  

Neutral 

Alameda County Measures 

A Affordable Housing bond 
(property tax) 

Funding for a variety of approaches to promote 
affordable housing  Support 

Oakland City and School District Measures  

JJ Protect Oakland Renters 
Act  

Strengthen tenants’ rights by requiring owners to 
petition through the Rent Board for rent increases 

above annual CPI, extending just cause eviction 
protections to buildings built through 1995, and 

increasing Rent Board transparency and 
accountability 

Support 

LL 
Form civilian oversight 
commission of police 

department 
Promotes civilian oversight of police department Support 

KK 
Infrastructure 

improvements bond 
(property tax) 

Funding for a variety of improvements to streets, 
sidewalks, public buildings, and some funds for 

affordable housing 
Neutral  

HH Tax distributors of sugar-
sweetened beverages 

Promotes public health by raising price of sugar-
sweetened beverages Support 

G1 Oakland Unified School 
District  bond (parcel tax) 

Funds educator salary increases and middle 
school improvements (as of last draft seen) No vote (yet) 

* Kehilla recommends a yes vote on Prop. 62 and a no vote on Prop 66 (which would speed-up 
executions).  See accompanying article, “Competing Death Penalty Initiatives on November Ballot" on 
p. 17. 
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Seeking Shelter in the Days of Awe:  
 Immigrants and Refugees, Longing and Home 
[continued from p. 1] 
 
You can read a more complete description of our 
theme below.  Throughout the High Holy Days season 
and beyond, we’ll be integrating the spiritual practices 
of this time with ways to learn about and respond to 
the crises of migration that are shaking our world.  
During High Holy Days services we’ll hear from some 
of the folks in our community about their experiences 
with immigrants and refugees.  We’ll also have 
resources available during services about how to 
connect with local groups and join in efforts to 
respond.   
    And in the months following the High Holy Days, 
we’ll host a series of four community workshops, 
featuring congregants working to support immigrants 
and refugees.  The workshop topics are: Considering 
Offering Housing to a Refugee; Being Part of an 
Accompaniment Team for an Immigrant Family or 
Unaccompanied Minor; Immigration Policy, Advocacy 
and Intersectionality with Economic and Racial Justice 
Issues; and Kehilla as Sanctuary/Refuge for 
Immigrants.  
    May our practice during this season help each of us 
grow toward greater wholeness, joy, compassion and 
justice. 
    Our Theme for 5777:  Immigrants and Refugees, 
Longing and Home  
    A river goes out from the first place that was home, 
to water the garden, and from there it divides and 
becomes four headwaters. (Bereshit 2:10) 
    In the beginning all was one, undifferentiated and 
whole.  To come into the joy of embodied life is also to 
come into separateness.  And to be separate is to long 
for reconnection, to yearn for wholeness and for 
home.  The Yamim Nora’im (High Holy Days) point us 

in the direction of home, and outfit us for the promise 
and uncertainty of the journey.  We soften our hearts 
and open lines of communication with people we’ve 
hurt and who have hurt us.  We practice 
accountability, forgiveness, compassion and 
generosity.  We touch those who are dear to us with 
an extra measure of tenderness and gratitude. 
    This year we set out on this path in a world of 
growing displacement and migration. People forced 
from their homes by war, violence, poverty, drought, 
gentrification, and a swiftly changing climate are 
fighting for survival and searching for a refuge where 
they and their families can be safe.  Some in Kehilla 
are personally impacted, and many in our community 
are stepping up to help--by working to end structural 
violence, by challenging the economics underlying 
displacement, by offering loving personal support to 
immigrants and refugees, by fighting for policies that 
welcome immigrants and refugees, and by joining the 
struggle against deportation, targeting and 
discrimination against people who are undocumented.  
    As a community this year we will enter the inner 
landscape of exile and return.  We’ll encounter the 
stranger who dwells within us, and the stranger who 
dwells among us.  Together we will turn toward this 
tidal wave of displacement, expanding our capacity to 
welcome and support the growing number of 
immigrants and refugees in our midst.  As Torah 
teaches (Lev. 19:33-34), When a stranger resides with 
you in your land, you shall not wrong them.  The 
stranger who resides with you shall be to you as one of 
your citizens; you shall love them as yourself, for you 
were strangers in the land of Mitzrayim. 
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Coming Soon: Pronoun Stickers for Your Nametag 
by Hazzan Shulamit Wise Fairman, Lynn Bravewomon and Rabbi Dev Noily 

  
   As Davey Shlasko writes in the 
Trans*Ally Workbook, 
    “Most of the time, most people 
are on autopilot about pronouns. 
They call all women she, her and 
hers, and all men he, him and his. 
But being on autopilot doesn’t 
always work. Sometimes—
especially, but not only, when 
talking about trans* people—it can 
lead you to call someone a pronoun 
that isn’t what they’re usually 
called or what they want to be 
called.”  
     We are continuing to make 
Kehilla a more welcoming and 
inclusive space for all of our 
members.  All of us appreciate it 
when other people see us as who 
we are.  For  trans* people 
pronouns can be a constant source 
of being seen and affirmed when preferred pronouns 
are used by others; conversely the absence of 
accurate pronouns denies a critical piece of 
recognition and affirmation of identity. 
     Kehilla’s intention to build gender pronoun 
language in our community culture is part of gender-

inclusion efforts that reverse the 
invisibility caused when the wrong 
pronouns are used. 
     As a community of spiritual practice, 
it feels especially important that Kehilla 
be a place where everyone can be seen 
and affirmed in all of who we are.  So 
soon you’ll see a set of pronoun 
stickers next to our nametags. 
 Everyone has the option to add a 
pronoun sticker to your nametag, to let 
others know which pronouns you use.  
By using a sticker, cisgender people can 
support others in our community for 
whom “pronoun autopilot” doesn’t 
work well. 
     Whatever our gender identity, all of 
us have some experiences of resonance 
with the gender we were raised in, and 
some experiences of dissonance with 
the gender we were raised in.  We can 

all lean into those experiences to cultivate our 
compassion for ourselves and each other as we 
navigate this complex and shifting terrain of gender 
identity. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
    

    

A vocabulary moment: 

trans* refers to people whose 
gender identity is different from 

the gender identity they were 
assigned at birth, including 

people who are transgender, 
genderqueer, gender-

nonconforming, gender non-
binary, gender fluid, gender 

fabulous people. 

Cisgender refers to people 
whose gender identity is, for the 

most part, aligned with the 
gender they were assigned at 
birth and in which they were 

socialized. 

Kehilla Sings! 

 
         Interested in being part of a Kehilla Choir this Fall 
and Winter? We may offer this opportunity through 
our Adult Ed program with Bon Singer, a veteran 
cantor and synagogue choir director who has also 
directed Ya'Elah and Kitka.  
     PLEASE click on the following link and fill out a short 
questionnaire by Aug 28 to help us discern whether 
and how to move forward, and pass it on to your 
friends! 

 https://goo.gl/forms/Vd6jFONpn4IphBrK2 

https://goo.gl/forms/Vd6jFONpn4IphBrK2


 21 

The Annual Kehilla Membership Retreat:  
Toward Further Improvements in Accessibility  

by Marilyn Golden & Don Stone 

In our debrief after another successful annual retreat, Kehilla’s Retreat Committee discussed how to achieve further 
improvements in the accessibility of the retreat to all members. Below is a report.  It addresses all dimensions of 
accessibility including affordability, access to the location, planning issues, and mobility access.  
 

Addressing Accessibility  at the Annual Kehilla Summer Retreat

     In the Retreat Committee’s debriefing of this year’s 
retreat, one focus of discussion has been about the 
accessibility challenges of Bort Meadow. There are 
various kinds of accessibility needs, including   
affordability, location, registration constraints, and 
physical mobility, all which contribute to the retreat 
location and experience being attractive and 
welcoming. 
     Affordability. We’ve had many comments that our 
past weekend retreats at retreat centers were out of 
the price range of many individuals and especially 
families—even with elective camping such as at Walker 
Creek Ranch.  
    Location issues: We have had requests for a location 
that is easy to get to on a Friday afternoon for people 
who want to camp the first night—and also for people 
who want make a round trip on Saturday. At Bort 
Meadow and at Walker Ranch, there is lack of cell 
phone reception. This can limit some members’ 
capacity to take part. Sometimes at Bort, there have 
been difficulties getting in and out of the locked gate 
when no one was on duty Friday.  
     Planning flexibility.  We need a site that is big 
enough that it does not require us to commit to a 
certain attendance well in advance. It helps to have 
flexibility that allows for final week commitment to 
attending, or even the day-of. Camping or easy 
commuting helps last minute planning and increases 
the numbers attending—about 25-30% of participants 
sign up or show up the last week. 
     Physical mobility. Challenges come with bumpiness 
or steepness of the terrain, any steps (none at Bort 
Meadow), accessibility to bathrooms (new Bort 
Meadow bathrooms are wheelchair accessible, though 
far from activities), parking availability, drop-off option 
for those needing it, and distance between the 
different stations—food, service, bathrooms, drop-off 
spot. We have had requests from people with mobility 
needs to have more accommodations so that they can 
attend either Bort Meadow, or another site.  
     Given these parameters, we are proceeding in the 
following manner: 

      *Reserve Bort Meadow for a weekend in July 2017 
(already have requested 7/14-16/2017, will hear back 
in late October if we got it). 
     *Tell anyone interested that we welcome their 
research on an alternative site that takes into account 
the factors mentioned above (our deposit for Bort 
Meadow, assuming we get our request, will be small 
enough to forfeit if we find a better site). 
     *Be proactive in responding to accessibility needs. 
Build into the reservation process a way to 
communicate specific needs and figure out best 
practices to meet them. For instance, the registration 
form/website will have a contact person for 
accessibility needs when we start to advertise next 
year’s retreat—Marilyn Golden may be filling this 
function. So coming up with solutions to specific needs 
can be creatively addressed well in advance. 
     Several congregants have already volunteered to 
assist with accessibility issues, including suggesting 
other sites/centers and being available to accompany 
individuals needing assistance to navigate at Bort 
Meadow, which is largely relatively flat, though the 
ground has a bumpy, uneven surface. 
     *Research alternative means of conveyance to 
transport individuals from point to point at the Bort 
Meadow site, possibly in ways that make use of the 
assistance from a volunteer. This research has already 
begun, with an initial finding that vehicles like golf carts 
are probably too expensive to own, rent, or transport 
from rental locations. Kehilla may have access to one 
or more ordinary wheelchairs that can be used. Or, all 
terrain wheelchairs may be one possibility. There may 
be other ways to deal with the bumpy terrain between 
the car turn-around and the dining tables that are not 
dependent upon volunteer assistance, and allow for 
more independent movement. 
     *Other concerns, suggestions, or ideas, regarding 
Kehilla Retreat accessibility issues or how to address 
them? Want to volunteer your assistance? 
     Contact either Marilyn Golden 
at mgolden@dredf.org, or Don Stone 
at donstone1@aol.com or 510-703-0073. 

mailto:mgolden@dredf.org,
mailto:donstone1@aol.com
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On the Origins of Kehilla: 
Social Justice 

                                                     by Rabbi Burt Jacobson 
Note: This is the fifth of a series of 
personal essays on the beginnings of 
Kehilla. Each article shares the 
origins of one or more of the ideals 
and/or values that motivated me to 
start Kehilla. The essays are adapted 

from the manuscript of the book I am in the process of 
completing, tentatively titled There is Only One Love: 
The Ba’al Shem Tov in the Modern World. 
     My passion for social justice came from my mother, 
Gert Jacobson. As the chairwoman of the Anti-
Defamation League in Cleveland during World War II, 
she tried to awaken the Jewish community to the Nazi 
atrocities in Europe. When our family moved to Texas 
in 1947, Gert became the chairwoman of the Anti-
Defamation League in San Antonio. In that capacity she 
worked with teachers in the public schools, instructing 
them on how to promote racial, ethnic and religious 
tolerance in their classrooms.  
     My mother’s commitment to social justice stemmed 
from her father, Ruby Goldberg. My grandfather, who 
was born in Romania, was a women’s tailor. A secular 
Yiddish-speaking Jew, he was strongly drawn to 
socialism. He became a negotiator for the International 
Ladies’ Garment Workers Union in New York. My 
mother remembered him coming home from the 
negotiations, infuriated by the tightfisted attitudes of 
the factory owners. He would go to the kitchen, pick up 
a carving knife and bang it repeatedly on the counter. 
“Those G… d…. bosses, those G… d…. bosses, they 
won’t give us a nickel! They won’t give us a nickel! 
      I did not hear that story until I was an adult, but I 
learned about the biblical prophets as a young student 
in the religious school of Temple Beth El in San 
Antonio. I came to admire the commitment of the 
Reform movement to social justice. 
       Yet, I did not study the words of the biblical 
prophets until I entered rabbinical school. In 1961, as a 
second-year student at the Jewish Theological 
Seminary, I took a seminar with Abraham Joshua 
Heschel on the prophets. By this time, Heschel was well 
on his way to becoming the most well-known Jewish 
religious thinker in the United States.  
       Heschel had completed his dissertation on the 
prophets in the late 1930s in Germany, just as the Nazi 
regime had come into power. In the late 1950s he 
decided to rewrite the book in English. The members of 

our seminar were privileged to read the galley proofs 
of The Prophets with him.  
    In the book’s introduction, Heschel wrote: 
     The things that horrified the prophets are even now 
daily occurrences all over the world. There is no society 
to which Amos’ words would not apply. 

Listen to this, you merchants who crush the 
poor,and trample on the needy! You who are 
thinking,“When will this New Moon festival  
finally be over so that we can sell our grain, and 
this Sabbath day, so we can market our wheat? 
Then we will tamper with the scales, making the 
bushel-measure smaller and the shekel-weight 
bigger. And then we can make slaves of the 
poor, buying them for their debt of a piece of 
silver or a pair of sandals, and we will even get 
paid for moldy wheat.”YHWH, the Pride of Israel, 
has sworn: ‘’I will never forget what you have 
done!’  Amos 8:4-7 

      Indeed, [Heschel continued] the sort of crimes and 
even the amount delinquency that fill the prophets of 
Israel with dismay do not go beyond that which we 
regard as normal, as typical ingredients of social 
dynamics. To us, a single act of injustice—cheating in 
business, exploitation of the poor—is slight; to the 
prophets, a disaster. To us injustice is injurious to the 
welfare of the people; to the prophets, it is a 
deathblow to existence; to us, an episode; to them, a 
catastrophe, a threat to the world.  
     Heschel’s prose was incandescent. I found his ability 
to enter the consciousness of the prophets utterly 
remarkable. As a result, the voices of the prophets 
have both stirred and haunted me throughout my life. 
     In the following years I found myself especially 
drawn to Amos, the first of the literary prophets, who 
focused almost exclusively on the necessity for social 
justice. Amos seemed totally relevant to the political 
climate of the late 1960s. Indeed, the Reverend Martin 
Luther King, Jr., who became Heschel’s friend and 
colleague, often cited Amos’ words. The day before he 
was assassinated in 1968, King delivered a speech in 
support of the striking sanitation workers in Memphis, 
in which he said:    

"Somehow the preacher must have a kind of fire 
shut up in his bones. And whenever injustice is 
around he must tell it. Somehow the preacher must  
[continued on next page] 
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On the Origins of Kehilla (continued) 
 
be an Amos, who said, “When God speaks, who can 
but prophesy?” Again with Amos, “Let justice roll 
down like waters and righteousness like a mighty 
stream.”  

       In the late 1960s I taught classes about Amos and 
his message to both high school students and adults. I 
emphasized the prophet’s fiery denunciations of 
corruption, wealth, luxury, perversion of justice and 
superficial religion.  

       As I thought about starting a synagogue in the early 
1980s, the fierce voice of Amos called out to me. I felt 
that this radical prophet of justice simply had to be 
given a platform in a city like Berkeley, which had been 
strongly identified with rapid social change, civic 
unrest, and political upheaval in the 1960s and ‘70s. 
The political Left was still robust and there were 
moral/political issues— the Israel-Palestine conflict, 
nuclear weapons, central American refugees—that 
cried out to be dealt with from a prophetic religious 
perspective. 

 
Thank you for Your Generosity 

 

Bar/Bat Mitvah Program 
Susan Coto McKenna and Rafael Coto 

General Fund 
Jane Weisbin and Charles Reilly 

Nueva Esperanza Accompaniment Teams (NEAT) 
Hope Friedman 
Irene McPhail 

Carolyn Schour 
Herbert Salomon and Marcia Liberson 

Simone Masson 
Lisa Rothman 
Ralph Silber 

Sandy Vaughn 
And members of Kehilla's three Accompaniment Teams 

Rabbi's Discretionary Fund 
David Levine and Laurel Zien

All Congregants Deserve A Safe Home 

If you or anyone in your home is experiencing: 
     >Child abuse  
     >Elder abuse  
     >Dependent adult abuse  
     >Teen dating violence 
     >Intimate partner violence (domestic violence) 
    The Kehilla Committee Against Abuse (CAA), working along side the Spiritual Life Practices Committee (SLPC), is 
here to help you become or remain safe.   If you are experiencing any kind of abuse, please call: Steven Falk, long-
time Kehilla member, at (510) 708-0517; Julie Patrusky, experienced domestic violence counselor and long-time 
Kehilla member, at (510) 528-0299; or Rabbi David at (510) 547-2424 x103.   Call the Shalom Bayit (Peace in the 
Home) helpline for counseling and advocacy for teen dating violence and domestic violence issues at: (866) SHALOM-
7 (742-5667) toll-free within the Bay Area or (510) 451-7233 (SAFE) outside the Bay Area.
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September 2016 
Fri., Sept. 2, NO Kabbalat Shabbat service tonight. 
Please join us on Friday night, Sept 16.  

Sat., Sept 3, 10:30am, Elul Shabbat Service on the 
Marina – Rosh Chodesh. Yes, it is one month to go to 
Rosh Hashanah and at this special outdoor service on 
the Marina we will celebrate the New Moon of Elul 
which includes Hallel, the musical holiday celebration 
prayers, led by Beth Dickinson. Discussion led by Rabbi 
David on our High Holy Day theme on our how our 
work on immigration and refugees connects to our 
Jewish path. Check the website for location. Bring a 
chair with you and prepare to dress warmly. Kiddush to 
follow.  Please bring vegetarian finger foods to share, if 
you are able.  

Tues., Sept. 6, 7:30pm. Middle East Peace Committee 
Meeting. Back classroom. 

Wed., Sept. 7, 7:50am Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room. (Enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview.)  Doors open at 7:50 a.m., 
short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30, 
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. 

Wed., Sept. 7, 6:30pm  Spiritual Life Practices 
Committee Meeting.  Fireside Room. 

Thurs., Sept. 8, 4-6pm. Kehilla School. Please enter 
through the kitchen door. 

Thurs., Sept. 8, 6:30pm. "700 Benches: 
Experiencing Biblical Hebrew." Taught by Jenna Kemp 
First class of the series.. (See details on p. 10)  

Fri., Sept. 9, 6:30pm, Friday Night Peace Walk with 
Rabbi David and OCO. This is an easy opportunity to 
really be part of the movement for peace in our own 
community led by Oakland Community Organizations’ 
Ceasefire campaign. Rabbi David has affirmed to OCO 
that we will try to have at least ten Kehilla folk join him 
at these walks for community peace.. The campaign is 
many-sided, including the training and mobilization of 
neighborhood peace interveners, the retraining of 
police, and a weekly peace walk with local 
congregations to support a “culture of peace and 
healing” in neighborhoods at risk. Rabbi David reports 
that he has done this about 10 times and it is an 

especially nice way to meet people from across the 
spectrum of Oakland communities.Meet inside First 
Mt. Sinai Church, 1970 86th Ave. For info, call 510-606-
5064.    

Sat., Sept. 10, 10am. Chai Elul Shabbat and New 
Member Welcome. Join our “Bima Team” for a 
spirited, musical service as we immerse in the month of 
Elul and prepare for the High Holy Days. Our newest 
members will receive a special honor during the Torah 
service, and we’ll kick off the morning with Ketzev 
Kehilla, our prayerful percussion orchestra. Come one, 
come all! Children most welcome! Vegetarian potluck 
luncheon to follow. Please bring a vegetarian dish to 
share.  Kiddush also sponsored by Ruth Goldstone & 
James Eder in honor of Ruth's mother Merle S. 
Goldstone's yartzheit. 

Mon., Sept. 12, 7pm. Book Discussion Group. We will 
discuss The Fixer by Bernard Malamud. Fireside Room. 
(See p. 8 for details.) 

Mon., Sept. 12, 7:30pm. Conversion Group. Buber 
Room. (See p. 10 for details.) 

Tues., Sept. 13, 7pm. Generosity Committee meeting. 
Fireside Room. 

Wed., Sept. 14, 7:50am Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room. (Enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview.)  Doors open at 7:50 a.m., 
short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30, 
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. 

Thurs., Sept. 15, 4-6pm. Kehilla School. Please enter 
through the kitchen door. 

Thurs., Sept. 15, 6:30pm. "700 Benches: 
Experiencing Biblical Hebrew." Taught by Jenna Kemp. 
(See details on p. 10.)  

Fri., Sept. 16, 5:30-7:30pm Solar Lights for Gaza 
Fundraiser and Pre-Shabbat Potluck: This is a special 
pre-Shabbat Service gathering and potluck meal 
organized by Kehilla’s Greening Committee and Middle 
East Peace Committee. The purpose is to raise 
tzedakah for Rebuilding Alliance’s project to provide 
solar lights for the residents of Gaza where electricity is 

Kehilla Community Synagogue 
1300 Grand Avenue (at Fairview) 

Piedmont, CA  94610 
(510) 547-2424 

Please come fragrance-free to all Kehilla events, 
for the health of people with respiratory conditions 

and chemical sensitivities. 
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often available for only four or five hours in a day. This 
is especially needed by children who would otherwise 
study at night by hazardous candle or kerosene light. 
(See article p. 8 .) Guest speaker: Donna Baranski-
Walker, founder of Rebuilding Alliance. We will have a 
Potluck Dinner in the Social Hall starting at 5:30.  Please 
bring a vegetarian or fish dish to share.  

Fri., Sept. 16, 7:30pm, Kabbalat Shabbat with Hazzan 
Shulamit, Julie Nesnansky, and Beth Dickinson. Join us 
for a soulful and spirited musical evening to welcome in 
the joy and peace of Shabbat.  Kiddush to follow. 
Please bring veggie finger foods to share! 

Sat., Sept. 17, 10:30am, Elul Shabbat Service with our 
Chevra Kadisha, at Kehilla led by Rabbi David, Hazzan 
Shulamit, and Julie Nesnansky. Celebrating the 
completion of our “Sh’mira Readings Project.” Sh’mira 
is the ritual of staying with the body of the deceased in 
the period preceding the funeral during which the 
shomer (“guardian”) traditionally reads from the book 
of psalms. For our members when they do Sh’mira, 
Kehilla’s Chevra Kadisha has assembled readings from 
innovative and interpretive translations of the psalms 
some of which we will read at this service. We will have 
a short Torah reading that morning with one aliyah. 
Deuteronomy 22:6-12. If you want to chant this, email 
Rabbi David.  In the Fireside Room. Kiddush sponsored 
by the Chevra Kadisha. 

Sat., Sept. 17, 3:30-6:30pm. Kehilla High Holy Days Art 
Reception. Fireside Room and throughout the building. 
(See announcement, p.4 for details.) 

Sun., Sept. 18, 3:30-7pm. A Community Forum on the 
Movement for Black Lives Platform Study & 
Conversation. With Kehilla leaders, staff, and 
members.  (See article, p. 9 for details.) Buber Room. 

Sun., Sept. 18, 1- 3 pm, “We Are the Bridge” Exhibit 
Reception at Osher Marin JCC in San Rafael. Sponsored 
by the Faith Trio (Kehilla, Islamic Cultural Center, 
Montclair Presbyterian). Includes at least two artists 
who are Kehilla members, Lea Delson and Susan 
Freundlich. 200 North San Pedro Rd. San Rafael 94903. 

Sun., Sept. 18, 2pm.  Yoga for Renewal. Rooted in 
Jewish Mystical Teachings. With Julie Emden of Jewish 
LearningWorks.  Co-sponsored by Kehilla.  4th Street 
Yoga, 1809C 4th Street, Berkeley, CA 94710. $25 Public 
/$20 members of co-sponsoring organizations. 
Register: tinyurl.com/yoga918.  

Sun., Sept. 18, 4pm. "Drumming As Prayer" class with 
Debbie Fier. Fireside Room. (See p. _ for details.) 

Wed., Sept. 21, 7:50am Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room (Enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview)  Doors open at 7:50 a.m., 

short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30, 
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. 

Wed., Sept. 21, 7pm. "Drumming As Prayer" class with 
Debbie Fier. Fireside Room. (See p. 11 for details.) 

Thurs., Sept. 22, 4-6pm. Kehilla School. Please enter 
through the kitchen door. 

Thurs., Sept. 22, 6:30pm. "700 Benches: 
Experiencing Biblical Hebrew." Taught by Jenna Kemp. 
Back classroom, main floor. (See details on p. 10.)  

Fri., Sept. 23,  6:-9:00 Bar/Bat Mitzvah Shabbat 
Celebration: This evening is for all Bar Bat Mitzvah 
family members and is a required part of the BBM 
Program. Come to the synagogue to welcome in the 
new school year and the New Year with a festive 
Shabbat evening. We will begin with a short table 
service followed by a vegetarian potluck.   Fireside 
Room & Sanctuary. 

Fri., Sept. 23,  6:30pm Tot Shabbat.  For babies and 
children up to 5 years old (or older if they enjoy it) and 
their grown-ups. Led by Jen Miriam Kantor, Alon 
Altman and Jen’s puppet friends. Please bring a 
vegetarian potluck dish.  Social Hall. Childcare will be 
provided upon request. 

Sat., Sept. 24, No Shabbat Morning service – Join us 
tonight for Pre-Holy Days Ingathering. 

Sat., Sept. 24. The Bird of Many Colors: A Pre-Holy 
Days Ingathering: 7:15pm schmooze with 
refreshments in the Social Hall, program begins at 8pm.  
Gather with us one week before Rosh Hashanah, as we 
turn together toward the Days of Awe. This year, rather 
than observing Selichot with a service, all are welcome 
to an evening of community, music, stories, meditation 
and reflection.  Join us in the social hall for a little nosh 
and socializing, followed by a program led by the 
Kehilla spiritual leadership and musical prayer leaders, 
as we focus our awareness and maybe set some 
intention for our experience of the holy days.   If you 
are new to Kehilla, or to Kehilla’s observance of the 
High Holydays, this evening is a lovely way to begin the 
experience.  If you’re accustomed to the Selichot 
services of the last few years, you’ll find a similar 
opportunity in this program for settling into intention 
and reflection. 

Sun., Sept. 25, 8:15am-4pm, ROPES course for Bar/Bat 
Mitzvah Students. Students will carpool together to 
the spectacular Fort Miley for a day of fun, adventure 
and an exploration of team building activities. BBM 
families will receive more information about this in the 
mail. 
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Sun., Sept. 25, 1:15-3:30 pm. Interfaith Environmental 
Activity with the Faith Trio (Kehilla, Islamic Cultural 
Center, Montclair Presbyterian). This interfaith activity 
involves removing non-native plants in Joaquin Miller 
Park. Four more volunteers from Kehilla are still 
needed. To volunteer, call Lea Delson 510-528-6725. 

Sun., Sept. 25, 9am. Joyfully Jewish for 
Kindergarteners. Back classroom, main floor. 

Sun., Sept. 25, 5pm. "Mrs. Reiff and the Counterfeit 
Shop," a staged play reading by Stephanie Anne 
Johnson. Sponsored by Kehilla. A touching portrait of 
the friendship between a Black teenager and a 
Holocaust survivor in the 1960s.(See details, p. 6.) 

Tues., Sept. 27, 6:45pm. (Dinner at 6:15)  Board of 
Trustees Meeting. All are welcome. Fireside  Room. 

Wed., Sept. 28, 7:50am Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room. (Enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview.)  Doors open at 7:50 a.m., 
short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30, 
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. 

Thurs., Sept. 29, 4-6pm. Kehilla School. Please enter 
through the kitchen door. 

Thurs., Sept. 29, 6:30pm. "700 Benches: 
Experiencing Biblical Hebrew." Taught by Jenna Kemp. 
Back classroom, main floor. (See details on p. 10.)  

Fri., Sept. 30.  No Services. 
 

October 2016 
Sat., Oct. 1, 10:30am, Elul Shabbat Service at Kehilla 
with Sharon Grodin and Julie Nesnanksy, a smaller 
service in the Fireside Room, with music and reflection.   
  
Sun., Oct. 2, 6:30pm, Erev Rosh Hashanah services at 
Scottish Rite Center, 1547 Lakeside Drive, Oakland.  For 
both adults and children, start at 6:30pm. Sermon by 
Rabbi Dev.  
 
Mon., Oct. 3. Rosh Hashanah services. SERVICES WILL 
END before 12:45! at Scottish Rite Center, 1547 
Lakeside Drive, Oakland. Our leaders are determined to 
conclude the service  in time for tashlich and lunch at a 
reasonable hour. 
8:30 – 9:15am. Silent Meditation Space - 3rd Floor 
9:30am – 12:40pm. Main Rosh Hashanah Morning 
Service, beginning with Ketzev Kehilla with Kehilla’s 
Spiritual Leaders, Hazzan Shulamit and our Musical 
Prayer Leaders 
10:00 – 11:15am. Family and Youth Service with Rabbi 
Dev Noily, Sandra Razieli, Natalie Boskin, and Musical 

Prayer Leader Beth Dickinson and surprise guests! 
Children, teens and adults welcome. 

10:15 - 11:15am. Rosh Hashanah Toddler Services with 
Jen Miriam and Alon Altman. Geared towards babies, 
tots, and kids up to 5 years olds and their grown ups or 
families. 
12:45-12:55pm, Tashlich at Lake Merritt (across the 
street from services) with Rabbi David. 

 Tues., Oct. 4, 9:30am-12:30pm, Second Day Rosh 
Hashanah Services at Kehilla, 1300 Grand Avenue, 
Piedmont, with Rabbi Chaya Gusfield and Eve Decker. 
Kehilla Sanctuary. Receive the replenishment of 
contemplative song, story, and silence. Rabbi Chaya 
Gusfield and Buddhist teacher and musician Eve Decker 
use the beautiful complement of Jewish and Buddhist 
teachings, music, and spiritual practices to delve deeply 
into the essence of this holy day. A more intimate 
service for the second day. 

Wed., Oct. 5, 7:50am Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room. (Enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview.)  Doors open at 7:50 a.m., 
short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30, 
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. 

Wed., Oct. 5, 6:30pm. Spiritual Life Practices 
Committee meeting. Fireside Room. 

Wed., Oct. 5, 7:30pm. Middle East Peace Committee 
Meeting. Fireside Room. 

Thurs., Oct. 6. No Kehilla School. 

Fri., Oct. 7, 7:30pm. NO Kabbalat Shabbat services. 
Please join us for Shabbat Shuva on Saturday morning, 
Oct 8. Our next Kabbalat Shabbat service with Hazzan 
Shulamit will be on November 4.   

Sat., Oct. 8, 10:30am. Shabbat Shuva Service at 
Kehilla.  Join Howard Hamburger and Julie Nesnansky 
for the special Shabbat service situated within the Ten 
Days of Awe. We take the themes of the High Holydays 
and we explore them in the context of Shabbat in a 
smaller service context. Kiddush sponsored by Beth 
Weinberger in memory of her mother, Frieda 
Weinberger, and by Amy Bat Tzipora in memory of her 
beloved Bubbies, Zaydies, mother and father. 

Mon., Oct. 10, 7pm.  Book Discussion Group.  We will 
discuss Mystics of Mile End by Sigal Samuel. Fireside 
Room. 

Tues., Oct. 11, 6:30pm. Kol Nidre Service (for grown 
ups) at Scottish Rite Center, 1547 Lakeside Drive, 
Oakland. Judaism’s most cherished prayer sung once a 
year, Kol Nidre, kicks off a day of collective 
introspection. Sermon by Rabbi David. 
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 Tues., Oct. 11, 6:30pm. Family Kol Nidre Service (for 
children and family) at Kehilla, 1300 Grand Avenue, 
Piedmont Led by Rabbi Dev Noily & Lior Ben-Hur.  
Geared toward children ages 6-12.  Children of all ages 
and adults welcome. 

Tues., Oct. 11, 6:30pm, Toddler Kol Nidre Service (for 
babies and tots) at Kehilla, 1300 Grand Avenue, 
Piedmont Led by Jen Miriam and Alon Altman.  A 
musical, spiritual journey geared toward kids up to 5 
years old and their grown ups.  

Wed., Oct. 12. Yom Kippur Morning Services 
at Scottish Rite Center, 1547 Lakeside Drive, Oakland 
8:30am- 9:15am, Silent Meditation Space 
9:30am,  Main Yom Kippur Morning Service 
10:00am- 11:00am, Youth Services  (6th - 8th grades) 

 Wed., Oct. 12. Yom Kippur Afternoon/Evening 
Services & Activities at Kehilla, 1300 Grand Avenue, 
Piedmont 
2:00- 4:30pm Drop off potluck offerings at Kehilla (or 
bring them at 7:45pm) 
2:30-3:30 pm Workshops 
4:30 pm Yizkor (Remembrance of those who died) 
5:15 pm Rabbi Burt sermon, Healing Service & 
Dukhanen (Priestly blessings) 
6:30 pm Ne’ila (Closing the Gates) 
8:00pm-9:30pm Community Pot Luck Break-Fast at 
Kehilla. Please bring a vegetarian main dish to share. 
Food can be dropped off at Kehilla between 2:00 & 
4:30 p.m., or at 7:45 p.m. 

Thurs., Oct. 13. No Kehilla School. 

Fri., Oct. 14, 6:30pm, Friday Night Peace Walk with 
OCO. Usually Rabbi David is on these walks but may be 
out of town this weekend. But Kehilla people have 
been coming, so it would be great to continue to have 
our shul’s participation in David’s absence. This is an 
easy opportunity to really be part of the movement for 
peace in our own community led by Oakland 
Community Organizations’ Ceasefire campaign. The 
campaign is many-sided including the training and 
mobilization of neighborhood peace interveners, the 
retraining of police, and a weekly peace walk with local 
congregations to support a “culture of peace and 
healing” in neighborhoods at risk. The neighbors there 
support these walks and it has always been peaceful 
and friendly. It’s a nice way to meet people from across 
the spectrum of Oakland communities who support 
Ceasefire efforts. Meet inside First Mt. Sinai Church, 
1970 86th Ave. For info, call 510-606-5064.   

Sat. Oct. 15, 10:30am. Shabbat Service with Sharon 
Grodin and Beth Dickinson. As we read the poem that 
comprises parashat Haazinu (Deuteronomy 32), we can 

see the influence of the theology of the prophets on 
this chapter. Of course, the prophets were centuries 
after Moses, so this is a much later insert into the 
Torah with a very different way of seeing God. What 
was this theology and how does it connect to later 
Jewish spirituality and to our social activism today? We 
will especially look at Deuteronomy 32:37-40. Kiddush 
to follow. Bring a veggy potluck dish to share. Fireside 
Room. 

Sun., Oct. 16, 11am-1pm. Kehilla Neighborhood 
Brunches. 

Sun., Oct. 16, 5:30pm. Chai Mitzvah Group. Back 
classroom, main floor.   (See details, p. 11.)  

Mon., Oct. 17, 7-9pm. Community Discussion of Ballot 
Propositions and Local Measures.  Sponsored by the 
Economic Justice Committee, the Greening Committee 
and Anti-Death Penalty Action Group. Social Hall. (See 
article, p. 17.) 

Mon., Oct. 17, 6:30pm. "Elements of Magical Judaism" 
class. Taught by Jude Elfe & Jonathan Furst. Sanctuary.  
(See p. 12 for details.) 

Wed., Oct. 19, 7:50am Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room. (Enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview.)  Doors open at 7:50 a.m., 
short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30, 
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. 

Wed., Oct. 19, 7pm. Economic Justice Committee 
Meeting. Social Hall. 

Thurs., Oct. 20, 4-6pm. Kehilla School. Please enter 
through the kitchen door. 

Fri., Oct. 21, 6:30pm, Sukkot Shabbat Friday Evening 
Potluck in the Sukkah. Bring the whole family and join 
us for a Sukkot dinner in the Sukkah (and/or Social 
Hall). This is not a ritual-heavy event – our major 
purpose is to celebrate and be happy, which is the very 
purpose the Torah describes for the holiday. We’ll do a 
few blessings, then a potluck dinner, conversation, 
perhaps a chance for kids to make sukkah decorations, 
and then, as you choose to, do the ritual of blessing the 
lulav palm frond and shaking in blessing to all the 
world’s directions with Rabbi David. At Kehilla 
Remember: Bring a veggy potluck dish to share and be 
joyous. 

Sat., Oct. 22, 10:30am. Sukkot Shabbat with Special 
Procession.  Appropriate for everyone in the family. 
Join Rabbi David & Julie Nesnansky as we celebrate 
Sukkot with a joyous musical service and processions 
(“hakafot”) with lulav followed by Kiddush in the 
sukkah. Bring veggie finger food to share. 
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Mon. Oct. 24. Simchat Torah Celebration at Chochmat 
HaLev  2215 Prince St., Berkeley at Fulton. 
Join with all the Bay Area Renewal communities for a 
night of sacred and ecstastic dancing to live music and 
special Torah chanting to celebrate the conclusion of 
our High Holy Day journey.    
6:00pm  Special Kids Celebration with Jen Miriam and 
Alon Altman, dance and sing around the Torah with  
puppets, music and friends 
6:30pm Vegetarian potluck dinner 
7:00 pm Maariv, Dancing and Torah service with the 
Shirat HaLev Musicians 
9:30 pm- Kiddush and refreshments 
Donation:  Members of participating organizations: 
$15-10   General Public $20-15   Children: $5 

Tues., Oct. 25, 6:45pm. (Dinner at 6:15)  Board of 
Trustees Meeting. All are welcome. Fireside  Room. 

Wed., Oct. 26, 7:50am Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room. (Enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview.)  Doors open at 7:50 a.m., 
short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30, 
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. 

Wed., Oct. 26, 7pm. A Class in the Poetic Word. Taught 
by Lenore Weiss. Fireside Room. (See p. 12 for details.) 

Thurs., Oct. 27, 4-6pm.  Kehilla School. Please enter 
through the kitchen door. 

Thurs., Oct. 27, 6:30pm. "700 Benches: 
Experiencing Biblical Hebrew." Taught by Jenna Kemp. 
(See details on p. 10)  

Fri., Oct. 28, 6:30pm, Tot Shabbat. For children up to 5 
years old (or older if they enjoy it) and their grown-ups. 
Led by Jen Miriam Kantor, Alon Altman and Jen’s 
puppet friends. Please bring a vegetarian potluck dish. 
In the Social Hall. 

Sat., Oct 29, 10:30am.  Shabbat Service and Torah 
Study with Rabbi David and Beth Dickinson. Here we go 
again! We are starting the Torah anew from the first 
parasha of the Torah. We will be looking at the mythic 
Garden of Eden story and how it has been 
reinterpreted in traditional and modern midrash (such 
as by Lilith Magazine and John Steinbeck). During the 
service, rather than chanting the Torah we will study 

and discuss Chapter 3 of Genesis. Followed by Kiddush. 
Bring veggie finger food to share. 

Sat., Oct.29, 9am. 30th annual Harmony Walk/Run to 
End Homelessness in Richmond, hosted by the Greater 
Richmond Interfaith Program (GRIP). Check-in 9:30am. 
Walk begins 10:30am.The web address with a link to 
our team page & further details will be provided in the 
Kehilla weekly e-mails. You can walk or run for as 
much, or as little, a distance as you want.  And, there 
will be a festival in the park after the walk. (See 
announcement, p. 14.) 

Sun., Oct. 30, 2:30-5:00, (1) Nuts and Bolts Workshop 
for Parents & (2) Interactive Discussion with Shalom 
Bayit for Bar/Bat Mitzvah Students 
(1) is required for parents, (2) is highly recommended 
for Students 
   Parents who have previously gone through the 
program will be coming to and share their nuts and 
bolts experiences about planning for the whole year, 
including sharing details about how to keep things 
organized, as well as kiddush and party planning. 
Simultaneously, Zephira Derblich-Milea from Shalom 
Bayit will be presenting her award-winning workshop, 
“Love Shouldn’t Hurt.” www.shalom-bayit.org/teen 
In this workshop, students will have the opportunity to 
learn and discuss about how to build and maintain 
healthy relationships.    
For questions or to request childcare for BBM related 
activities, contact sandra@kehillasynagogue.org.  

Mon., Oct. 31, 6:30-9:30pm. "Elements of Magical 
Judaism" class. Taught by Jude Elfe & Jonathan Furst. 
Sanctuary.  (See p. 12 for details.) 

Sat., Nov. 5, 6:45pm. Annual Harvest Dinner of the 
Faith Trio (Kehilla, Islamic Cultural Center, Montclair 
Presbyterian). Come early at 6:15 if you would like to 
be present at the Muslim evening prayer. Followed by 
multi-faith blessings before dinner. Designated potluck: 
Kehilla members bring veggy salads (fish okay). 
Muslims, Jews and Christians eating together and an 
opportunity to discuss the subject of the evening: 
Solidarity: A Spiritual Necessity. At the Islamic Cultural 
Center, 1433 Madison Street, Oakland. 
 

 
  

http://www.shalom-bayit.org/teen
mailto:sandra@kehillasynagogue.org.
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Kehilla Community Synagogue 
Please use the following number for all staff:  (510) 547-2424 

Co-Rabbi, David J. Cooper 
Rabbidavid@kehillasynagogue.org 

Co-Rabbi, Dev Noily  
RabbiDev@kehillasynagogue.org 

Executive Director,  Michael Saxe-Taller 
Michael@kehillasynagogue.org 

Managing Director, Beth Bittle 
Beth@kehillasynagogue.org 

Hazzan Shulamit Wise Fairman 
Shulamit@kehillasynagogue.org 

Bar/Bat Mitvzah Program Director, Sandra Razieli 
Sandra@kehillasynagogue.org 

Founding Rabbi, Burt Jacobson   (510) 283-5704 
RabBurt@earthlink.net 
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Communications Coordinator,  
Sasha Gottfried 
Sasha@kehillasynagogue.org 

Youth Programs Coordinator,  
Natalie Boskin  
Natalie@kehillasynagogue.org 

Bookkeeper, Molly Melamed 
Molly@kehillasynagogue.org 

Events Line: 

Fax: (510) 547-2442 

Chevra Kadisha: 
Jane Hoberman: 510-843-6047 

Committee Against Abuse: 
Steven Falk: 510-339-0517 

Spiritual Life Practices Committee Chair:  
Shoshana Finacom 
Spirituallife@kehillasynagogue.org 
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              High Holy Days 5777/2016 
                     Seeking Shelter in the Days of Awe:  
            Immigrants and Refugees, Longing and Home 
                                                    by Rabbi Dev Noily 

     In March of this year a 
group of Kehilla members 
working on immigration 
issues called a meeting to 
connect people in our 
community who are involved 

in all kinds of work and service with immigrants and 
refugees, and the laws and policies affecting them. 
    Here are some of the ways people who came to the 
meeting are engaged: 

 Working with Nueva Esperanza to form 
accompaniment teams who provide direct 
support to newly arrived Central American 
immigrants; 

 Supporting LGBT refugees through the Jewish 
Family and Community Services of the East 
Bay LGBT refugee resettlement program ; 

 Working with Jewish Voice for Peace doing 
neighborhood canvassing focused on 
welcoming refugees and ending Muslim 
profiling; 

 Participating in monthly vigils at the ICE West 
County Detention Facility to support 
immigrant detainees and their families; 

 Exploring Kehilla's potential to be a sanctuary 
synagogue for those who face deportation; 

 Providing legal or counseling services to 
immigrants; 

 Providing direct or financial support for Syrian 
and other refugees in Europe, through the 
Hebrew Immigrant Aid Society (HIAS) and 
other agencies; 

 Working with the East Bay Interfaith 
Immigration Coalition; 

 Providing support to Syrian refugees coming 
to the U.S. 

    I left that meeting inspired and moved by the 
incredible energy among people in the Kehilla 
community.  There are so many ways that so many 
people are supporting immigrants and refugees, 

fighting against deportations and human rights 
abuses, and advocating for policy changes that reflect 
our commitment to welcome people who are fleeing 
war, persecution and social and economic turmoil.   
    One thing that came up at the meeting was the 
need to let more people know about the work that’s 
happening, and to help more people join in.  How 
could we get word out about where contributions are 
needed and how people contribute—whether 
someone has an occasional few hours or dollars to 
give, or has housing to share, or can offer an ongoing 
gift of time? 
    When the Spiritual Leadership team (Rabbi David, 
Hazzan Shulamit, Avi Rose, Rabbi Burt, Howard 
Hamburger, Sandra Razieli, Sharon Grodin and myself) 
met to consider our theme for this year’s High Holy 
Days, “immigrants and refugees” emerged as a 
compelling choice.  We saw at least a trio of 
interconnected reasons to dig into this ground:  (1) the 
urgent humanitarian and justice issues underlying the 
unprecedented migration underway, (2) the energy 
already flowing in Kehilla to address the crises, and (3) 
the potential for our coming together for High Holy 
Days to help more people respond to the crises.  
    One more reason to let ourselves be guided by this 
theme is its profoundly rich spiritual terrain.  
Experiences of seeking refuge, migrating, yearning for 
home and offering harbor and kindness to those 
fleeing from danger open up the big questions that all 
of us sometimes face in moments of stillness.  What is 
the sense of disorientation, separateness or apartness 
that we sometimes feel? How do we come to be at 
home in the world and in ourselves? What is our 
longing for connection and at-one-ment—where does 
it come from, and where can it lead us? What are our 
personal and communal histories of migration and 
how do they shape us? How can we move toward 
harmony and balance between our unique individual 
experience and our shared connection to all that is? 

[continued on p. 19]
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Renew Your Membership Now! 
    Kehilla members in good standing will automatically 

receive complimentary admission to High Holy Day 
services when you renew your membership for 2015-16.  

Your admission to High Holy Day services will be your 
name at the door, along with your name tag.  

    To renew your membership, please visit our website at 
www.KehillaSynagogue.org.     

 

Discounts 
On First-Time Membership 

    We are offering a discount on membership dues 
through December 1, 2016. Dues are $200 for Adults 
under 30, and $660 for Adults 30 and over, and will 
include tickets to all High Holy Day services. Conversely, 
any payment made for High Holy Day tickets can be 
applied to the cost of membership. Payment plans can be 
arranged. 

   Visit the website at www.KehillaSynagogue.org and 
click on “JOIN” for more information, or  contact Sasha at 
(510) 547-2424 x100 or Sasha@KehillaSynagogue.org.   

 

 

High Holy Day Tickets  
for the General Public 

Tickets to services  for the general public can be 
ordered on the website at 

http://kehillasynagogue.org/highholydays/  

Tickets will also be available 
 for purchase at the door. 

High Holy Days Schedule 
The Bird of Many Colors:  

A Pre-Holy Days Ingathering 
Saturday, September 24  

Social hour at 7:15, Program at 8pm 

Erev Rosh Hashanah at Scottish Rite Center  
Sunday, October 2, 6:30pm  

Rosh Hashanah at Scottish Rite Center  
Monday, October 3, 9:30am  

Rosh Hashanah Family & Youth Service 
 at Scottish Rite Center 
Monday, October 3, 10am 

Rosh Hashanah Toddler Services 
at Scottish Rite Center 

Monday, October 3, 10:15am 

Second Day Rosh Hashanah at Kehilla  
Tuesday, October 4, 9:30am 

Shabbat Shuvah at Kehilla 
Saturday, October 8, 10:30am 

Kol Nidre at Scottish Rite Center 
 Tuesday, October 11, 6:30pm  

Kol Nidre Family Service at Kehilla  
Tuesday, October 11, 6:30pm 

Kol Nidre Toddler Service at Kehilla  
Tuesday, October 11, 6:30pm 

Yom Kippur Day at Scottish Rite Center  
Wednesday, October 12, 9:30am  

Yom Kippur Youth Service for 6th-8th Graders 
at Scottish Rite Center 

Wednesday, October 12, 10am 

Yom Kippur Afternoon/Evening at Kehilla 
Wednesday, October 12 

2:00-4:30pm: Drop off potluck offerings* 
2:30-3:30pm: Workshops 

 4:30pm: Yizkor (Remembrance) 
5:15pm: Rabbi Burt Teaching, Healing Service & Dukhanen  

6:30pm: Ne’ila (Closing the Gates) 
8pm: Community Potluck Break-fast 

*Please bring a vegetarian main dish to share. Food can be 
dropped off at Kehilla between 2:00 & 4:30pm or at 7:45pm 

 

 

KKeehhiillllaa  HHiigghh  HHoollyy  DDaayyss  
22001166//55777777 

http://www.KehillaSynagogue.org.
http://www.KehillaSynagogue.org
mailto:Sasha@KehillaSynagogue.org.
http://kehillasynagogue.org/highholydays/
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Executively Speaking  
A New Year: Looking Ahead 

                                         by Michael Saxe-Taller, Executive Director 
      

       It is again that time of the Jewish 
cycle when we reflect on the past year    
and imagine the one that is coming.   
     This year, my first full Jewish year at 
Kehilla, was filled with important 

moments and solid growth for us as a congregation. We 
finished the year a stronger, more cohesive community. 
We have increased our membership, solidified our 
finances, updated our technology, prepared for an 
upcoming rabbinic transition and developed even more 
committed congregant leaders (for specifics, see my June 
Kol Kehilla article at http://kehillasynagogue.org/oh-
what-a-year/. I think we can be proud of all that we did 
to strengthen our community and to make constructive 
change in the communities around us. 
     I am jazzed for the year that is coming up. We enter 
the year planted on firm ground,  prepared to face the 
next important set of challenges for us as a community. I 
think these include: 
     Caring for our building – Our physical home is in need 
of some significant repair. In addition, we want our 
building to be more accessible and more welcoming to 
our own community and to those who join us.  
     Completing our Rabbinic transition – Rabbis David and 
Dev will be serving as Co-Rabbis for this year until the  

 
next stage of the transition occurs in July 2017. We will 
have many chances to appreciate Rabbi David for his 
years of work and to prepare for Rabbi Dev’s step into 
the senior rabbinic role. We will also be searching for a 
dynamic new Director of Kehilla School to join our Kehilla 
leadership team.  
     Addressing the issues of a growing community – 
Kehilla grew by 25 member households in the past year 
and we have reason to think that we will continue to 
grow this year as well. We will need to put attention to 
welcoming our new members, as well as to how we 
maintain our intimacy and individual care while we grow. 
     Thinking about our next 5-10 years – As our present 
day situation has become stable, we now have the 
opportunity to image our future as a congregation and to 
strategize and prioritize the steps that will get us there.    
The Kehilla Board and many of our other committees will 
have opportunities to do this kind of thinking. 
     I am excited for the opportunity to engage with you 
this year on these issues and on the many other aspects 
of Kehilla life.  
     May we all have a sweet year of working, building, 
growing and celebrating together as a community. 
L’Shana Tova

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

It's Membership Renewal Time! 

    It is time again for you to renew your annual Kehilla dues pledge. 

     We are excited to have a new membership renewal and registration process, a result of another one of our 
year’s major accomplishments - a new, upgraded database. We now have one form that is used for membership 
renewals, new memberships and religious school registrations. The form will combine all fees and allow you to 
set up a payment plan. We will also be able to automatically update your contact information into the database.  

     We strongly encourage everyone to renew their membership electronically. If you need a paper registration 
form, please contact Sasha Gottfried at 510-547-2424 x100 or Sasha@kehillasynagogue.org  

     You have recently received a letter and a couple of emails outlining the renewal/registration process. You can 
access the renewal/registration form by going to the to the Kehilla website or to the link in the renewal emails.  

     We deeply appreciate your membership in this community and look forward to another year together! 

  

http://kehillasynagogue.org/oh-
mailto:Sasha@kehillasynagogue.org
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Chai Elul Shabbat & 
New Member Welcome 

Saturday, September 10, 10am 

      Join our “Bima Team” for a spirited, musical service as 
we immerse in the month of Elul and prepare for the High 
Holy Days. Our newest members will receive a special 
honor during the Torah service, and we’ll kick off the 
morning with Ketzev Kehilla, our prayerful percussion 
orchestra. Come one, come all! Children most welcome! 
Vegetarian potluck luncheon to follow. Please bring a 
vegetarian dish to share.  Kiddush also sponsored by Ruth 
Goldstone & James Eder in honor of Ruth's mother Merle 
S. Goldstone's yartzheit. 

 

Solar Lights for Gaza Fundraiser & 
 Pre-Shabbat Potluck 

Friday, September 16, 5:30pm 
     This is a special pre-Shabbat Service gathering and 
potluck meal organized by Kehilla’s Greening Committee 
and Middle East Peace Committee. The purpose is to raise 
tzedakah for Rebuilding Alliance’s project to provide solar 
lights for the residents of Gaza where electricity is often 
available for only four or five hours in a day. This is 
especially needed by children who would otherwise study 
at night by hazardous candle or kerosene light. Guest 
speaker: Donna Baranski-Walker, founder of Rebuilding 
Alliance. We will have a Potluck Dinner in the Social Hall 
starting at 6:00.  Please bring a vegetarian or fish dish to 
share.  Followed by Kabbalat Shabbat Service at 7:30. (See 
article, p. 8.) 

 

Elul Shabbat Service with  
the Chevra Kadisha 

Saturday, September 17, 10:30am 

     Led by Rabbi David, Hazzan Shulamit, and Julie 
Nesnansky. Celebrating the completion of our “Sh’mira 
Readings Project.” Sh’mira is the ritual of staying with the 
body of the deceased in the period preceding the funeral 
during which the shomer (“guardian”) traditionally reads 
from the book of psalms. For our members, when they do 
Sh’mira, Kehilla’s Chevra Kadisha has assembled readings 
from innovative and interpretive translations of the psalms, 
some of which we will read at this service. We will have a 
short Torah reading that morning with one aliyah. 
Deuteronomy 22:6-12. If you want to chant this, email 
Rabbi David.  In the Fireside Room. Kiddush sponsored by 
the Chevra Kadisha. 

A Community Forum on the  
Movement for Black Lives Platform 

Study & Conversation 
Sunday September 18, 3:30 – 7:00pm 

     Join us as we come together to study the 
platform as a community and to listen deeply to 
what the Movement’s leaders are saying. Rabbi 
David, Rabbi Dev, Hazzan Shulamit, and Rabbi Burt 
have endorsed the Movement for Black Lives 
Platform as individuals.  We invite you to read the 
entire platform, either ahead of time or at the 
Forum.   
    Our intention is to create a community forum 
that centers the Platform’s demands for racial and 
economic justice, while making space for the 
complex emotional responses that may arise for us 
in relationship to Jewish identity, racial identity and 
all the aspects of ourselves that make each of us 
who we are. 
    ( See article on p. 9 for details.)  

Kehilla High Holy Days Art Reception 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Saturday, September 17, 3:30-6:30pm 

     Kehilla is honored to present a group show 
reflecting this year’s High Holy Days theme of 
Immigrants. Refugees. Longing. Home. For the first 
time, Kehilla will be using art to deepen our 
individual and collective connection to the High Holy 
Days. 
     Over 20 Kehilla members have contributed more 
than 30 pieces, including sketches, paintings, mixed 
media, ceramics, photos, and narrative. The work is 
both beautiful and powerful. We invite you to join us 
at the artists’ reception.  Thanks to the talent and 
generosity of our congregation, art will be displayed 
not only in the Fireside Room but throughout the 
synagogue. Light refreshments will be served. We 
look forward to seeing you there! 
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A Gym for Writers 
     Have you always wanted to explore writing and 
other writers, but need a supportive environment 
to get the ink going? Here's an open invitation for 
all those who'd like to discuss forming a Jewish-
based writing group. 
     The possibilities might include — a place where 
we can generate new writing based on prompts 
and other self-starters, exchange information 
about our favorite Jewish writers and poets, read 
together, or something else.  
      If interested, please contact Lenore Weiss at 
webcontentlw@gmail.com  with "Gym for 
Writers"  in the subject line.   

Yoga for Renewal: 
Rooted in Jewish Mystical Teachings 

with Julie Emden of Jewish LearningWorks 

 

Sunday, September 18, 2:00-4:00pm 

     Integrate, mind, body, heart and spirit. Enhance 
your practices for living in balance and wellness with 
this gentle, grounded Iyengar-based yoga and 
movement practice infused with themes of 
realignment and renewal for the Jewish New Year. 

     Location:  4th Street Yoga, 1809 4th St., Berkeley 
     Cost:  $25.   Register: yogasept20.eventbrite.com 

     Co-sponsored by 4th Street Yoga, Chochmat HaLev, 
Congregation Netivot Shalom, Kehilla Community 

Synagogue, Temple Sinai Oakland. 

     Contact: jemden@jewishlearningworks.org 
About Julie Emden:  Julie directs the Embodied Jewish 
Learning Initiative at Jewish LearningWorks. A graduate of 
five fellowship and certification programs related to her 
work as a Jewish Educator and as a Yoga, Movement and 
Dance Instructor, Julie holds a BA from the University of 
Michigan. She holds teaching certifications in Iyengar-
based yoga from the Yoga Room in Berkeley, in Yoga and 
Jewish Spirituality from Elat Chayyim Center for Jewish 
Spirituality, and in Movement-based Expressive Arts from 
Tamalpa Institute.  

 “We Are the Bridge” Exhibit Reception 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Sunday, September 18, 1- 3 pm 
     This exhibit showcases works by artists of multiple 
faith traditions, and is sponsored by the Faith Trio 
(Kehilla, Islamic Cultural Center, and Montclair 
Presbyterian).  It includes a large selection from the 
May 2015 interfaith exhibition held at the Islamic 
Cultural Center of Northern California. Kehilla artists 
Tamar Raine, Susan Freundlich and Lea Delson are 
represented in this exhibit, along with many other 
wonderful artists.  Free Reception with Music. 

 At Osher Marin JCC  
 200 North San Pedro Rd. San Rafael 

 
Mission Dolores Window by Lea Delson 

 

The Bird of Many Colors: 
A Pre-Holy Days Ingathering 

Saturday, September 24 
Shmooze: 7:15pm  Program: 8pm 

     Gather with us one week before Rosh Hashanah, as 
we turn together toward the Days of Awe. This year, 
rather than observing Selichot with a service, all are 
welcome to an evening of community, music, stories, 
meditation and reflection.  

      Join us in the social hall for a little nosh and 
socializing, followed by a program led by the Kehilla 
spiritual leadership and musical prayer leaders, as we 
focus our awareness and maybe set some intention for 
our experience of the holy days.   If you are new to 
Kehilla, or to Kehilla’s observance of the High Holydays, 
this evening is a lovely way to begin the experience.  If 
you’re accustomed to the Selichot services of the last 
few years, you’ll find a similar opportunity in this 
program for settling into intention and reflection. 

 

mailto:webcontentlw@gmail.com
mailto:jemden@jewishlearningworks.org
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"Mrs. Reiff And The Counterfeit Shop" 
by Stephanie Anne Johnson 

A Staged Play Reading 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Sunday, September 25, 5pm 

     We are delighted to present a staged reading of 
Stephanie Anne Johnson’s newest play. This 
autobiographical portrait begins when teenaged 
Stephanie looks into the window of an art store in 
Englewood, New Jersey. 
      Welcomed by Mrs. Reiff, the owner of the 
Counterfeit Shop, they develop a decades long 
friendship which transcends age, culture, race, and 
religion. There are flashbacks to highlight this 
historical moment on the East Coast when Black 
people and Jewish people shared common cause in 
the quest for social justice. A surprising cultural 
intersection is revealed at the end of the play. 
      Susan Felix, Bruce Bierman, and Stephanie Anne 
Johnson will be the readers. Bruce Bierman will lead 
participants in Jewish dance before an open 
discussion of this play in development.   
     People of all ages are welcome to attend this 
event.  Admission is free. Donations for the actors 
and technician will be gratefully accepted. 

In the Sanctuary 

 

Sukkot Shabbat: 
Friday Evening Potluck in the Sukkah 

 
Friday, October 21, 6:30pm 

    Bring the whole family and join us for a Sukkot 
dinner in the Sukkah (and/or Social Hall). This is not a 
ritual-heavy event – our major purpose is to 
celebrate and be happy which is the very purpose 
the Torah describes for the holiday. We’ll do a few 
blessings, then a potluck dinner, conversation, 
perhaps a chance for kids to make sukkah 
decorations, and then, as you choose to, do the ritual 
of blessing the lulav palm frond and shaking in 
blessing to all the world’s directions with Rabbi 
David.   Remember: Bring a veggie potluck dish to 
share and be joyous! (Fish okay, but no shellfish, 
please.) 

 

Annual Harvest Dinner of the Faith Trio 
“Solidarity: A Spiritual Necessity”  

 

 
Saturday evening, November 5 

 
6:15 Come early if you would like to be present at the 
Muslim evening service 
6:45 Multi-Faith Blessings, Potluck Dinner (see below) 
and Conversation 
 
     The Faith Trio is an alliance of Kehilla Community 
Synagogue, Islamic Cultural Center of Northern 
California, and Montclair Presbyterian Church. Every 
year we hold an autumn gathering. Often we have a 
theme for discussion at the tables. The opening 
question this year: “What is your earliest memory of an 
experience where you met someone from another 
religious background?” Our discussions will focus on 
the spiritual necessity for interfaith solidarity.  
Designated potluck: Kehilla members bring veggy 
salads (fish okay). 

At the Islamic Cultural Center of Northern California 
1433 Madison Street, Oakland near 14th Street 
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Kehilla Neighborhood Brunches Return! 
Sunday, October 16, 11:00am-1:00pm

If you have ever wanted to find out more about the 
Kehilla members in your neighborhood and to make 
connections in your local village - come to a Kehilla 
Neighborhood Brunch!   This year our brunch is on the 
day of the first evening of Sukkot. 

WHERE: We expect to have hosts for Berkeley, 
Richmond, South Oakland and the 
Rockridge/Temescal/Grand Lake/Piedmont area of 
Oakland. WHAT: The hosts will provide juice, coffee 
and tea.   

Guests are asked to bring vegetarian brunch items to 
share. 

Save the Date and look for further announcements in 
the weekly emails or call the office!  We hope to see 
you there!  If you are willing to volunteer your home, 
please email chesed@kehillasynagogue.org.  Your offer 
will be much appreciated. 

Shalom, 
The Chesed Committee 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Erev Simchat Torah Celebration!  
Monday, October 24 

 

 

 

 

at Chochmat HaLev   
2215 Prince St., Berkeley at Fulton. 

Join with all the Bay Area Renewal communities for 
a night of sacred and ecstastic dancing to live 
music and special Torah chanting to celebrate the 
conclusion of our High Holy Day journey.    

6:00pm  Special Kids Celebration with Jen Miriam 
and Alon Altman, dance and sing around the Torah 
with  puppets, music and friends 

6:30pm Vegetarian potluck dinner 

7:00 pm Maariv, Dancing and Torah service with 
the Shirat HaLev Musicians 

9:30 pm- Kiddush and refreshments 

Donation:  Members of participating organizations: 
$15-10   General Public $20-15   Children: $5 

Save the Date! 

The Buddha & The Ba’al Shem Tov 
With Zoketsu Norman Fischer, Rabbi Burt Jacobson &  

Rabbi Dev Noily  
Come celebrate Rabbi Burt's 80th Birthday! 

Saturday Evening, November 19, 7:30pm 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

   Our own visionary teacher Rabbi Burt and noted poet, 
meditation teacher and Zen Buddhist priest, Norman 
Fischer will be in dialogue, moderated by Rabbi Dev. They 
will explore parallels in the teaching and lives of the 
Buddha and the Ba’al Shem Tov, two enlightened teachers 
who saw the Divine everywhere, and taught the spiritual 
values of mystery, compassion, love and joy. 

   Come and celebrate Rabbi Burt’s 80th birthday and 50th 
year in the rabbinate! The dialogue will be followed by 
delectable desserts and drinks in the Social Hall. 

   PLEASE NOTE – We will be celebrating Rabbi Burt’s 80th 
throughout Shabbat on November 18 & 19.  We will have 
Kabbalat Shabbat services and oneg on Friday night, and 
special Shabbat morning services and lunch on Saturday. 

Sanctuary 
 

 

 

 

mailto:chesed@kehillasynagogue.org.
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Book Discussion Group 
All Kehilla members are welcome to join us for our customary meetings on the second Monday of the month at 7pm in 
the Fireside Room. These books are from the San Francisco Jewiish Community Library and there might be copies to 
borrow. 

Monday, September 12, 7pm 
The Fixer by Bernard Malamud 

     The Fixer (1966) is Bernard Malamud's best-known 
and most acclaimed novel -- one that makes manifest his 
roots in Russian fiction, especially that of Isaac Babel.  
Set in Kiev in 1911 during a period of heightened anti-
Semitism, the novel tells the story of Yakov Bok, a Jewish 
handyman blamed for the brutal murder of a young 
Russian boy. Bok leaves his village to try his luck in Kiev, 
and after denying his Jewish identity, finds himself 
working for a member of the anti-Semitic Black 
Hundreds Society. When the boy is found nearly drained 
of blood in a cave, the Black Hundreds accuse the Jews of 
ritual murder. Arrested and imprisoned, Bok refuses to 
confess to a crime that he did not commit. 
 

 

Monday, October 10, 7pm 
Mystics of Mile End by Sigal Samuel 

     Sigal Samuel’s debut novel, in the vein of Nicole 
Krauss’s bestselling The History of Love, is an imaginative 
story that delves into the heart of Jewish mysticism, 
faith, and family. In the half-Hasidic, half-hipster 
Montreal neighborhood of Mile End, eleven-year-old Lev 
Meyer is discovering that there may be a place for 
Judaism in his life. As he learns about science in his day 
school, Lev begins his own extracurricular study of the 
Bible’s Tree of Knowledge with neighbor Mr. Katz, who is 
building his own Tree out of trash. Meanwhile his sister 
Samara is secretly studying for her Bat Mitzvah with 
next-door neighbor and Holocaust survivor, Mr. 
Glassman. All the while his father, David, a professor of 
Jewish mysticism, is a non-believer. 

 
Solar Lights for Gaza Fundraiser & 

 Pre-Shabbat Potluck 
Please join Kehilla’s Greening and Middle East Peace Committees for a potluck dinner on  

September 16 at 5:30pm and fundraiser to support the children of Gaza. 

         Gaza is still recovering from fifty-one days of 
bombing in 2014. Electricity, water, and sewage systems 
are all still very fragile, and more than 17,000 people are 
still in temporary housing. Families there are affected 
daily by rolling black-outs. Far too often electricity is 
only available for 4 hours per day. Children must do 
their homework by dangerous kerosene lamps or 
candlelight. For the last year, the Rebuilding Alliance, a 
local non-profit organization, has been fundraising and 
shpping solar powered lights to Non-Governmental 
Organizations in Gaza. Our goal is to help raise funds to 
help them send the next pallet of 1,920 solar-powered 
lights to Gaza's children. 
     Our speaker for the evening will be Donna Baranski-
Walker, founder and Executive Director of Rebuilding 
Alliance, who was in Gaza in April to distribute the first 
pallet of solar lights. Rebuilding Alliance is working with 
Palestinian Non-Governmental Organizations in Gaza to 
distribute the solar lights to children and families in 
need. Donna will explain how Rebuilding Alliance is able 
to send the solar-powered lights through the blockade 
following pre-clearance by both Palestinian and Israeli 
Customs. She also will tell us about their NGO partners 
and some of the families she visited in Gaza. This will be 

a rare opportunity to hear directly from someone who 
has spent time in Gaza supporting children and families.  
     Rebuilding Alliance has already delivered three pallets 
of solar lights so children in Gaza can safely study and 
spend time with their families. There are 700,000 
children in Gaza.  Please join us on Sept. 16th to help 
Rebuilding Alliance send more Luci Lights to Gaza's 
children. 
     We will have a Potluck Dinner in the Social Hall 
starting at 5:30. Please bring a vegetarian or fish dish to 
share.  
     And please join us after dinner and the presentation 
for a spirited, musical Kabbalat Shabbat service to sing, 
meditate, dance, and rest in the joy and peace of 
Shabbat. Led by Hazzan Shulamit and Julie Nesnansky. 
     We hope you can join us on September 16 to hear first 
hand from our guest about her experience personally 
delivering solar lights to Gaza. But if you can’t make it, 
please make a donation to this great project!  
     You can donate at this link: 
https://commitchange.com/ca/burlingame-
94010/rebuilding-alliance/events/kehilla-for-gazas-
children 

https://commitchange.com/ca/burlingame-


 9

 

 

 

You’re Invited: 
A Community Forum on the Movement for Black Lives Platform: 

Study & Conversation 

Sunday September 18, 3:30 – 7:00pm 
by Rabbi Dev Noily 

     In early August the Movement for Black Lives 
Platform was published.  Organizers described their 
project this way: 

In response to the sustained and increasingly visible 
violence against Black communities in the U.S. and 
globally, a collective of more than 50 organizations 
representing thousands of Black people from across 
the country have come together with renewed 
energy and purpose to articulate a common vision 
and agenda. 
Our resistance and rebellion are not new, but like 
other times in history have come to a critical mass, 
and the bravery of those in Ferguson and across 
the country captured the attention of the world. A 
year ago, over 2,000 of us gathered in Cleveland to 
reflect on the state of our movement for liberation 
and celebrate our people, both those who have 
fallen and those who have survived. It was there 
that we began the process of uniting to articulate a 
shared vision of the world we want to live in. 

     The Platform articulates that sweeping and radical 
vision for racial and economic justice. It addresses 
reparations, education, healthcare, housing, policing, 
militarization (domestic and foreign), incarceration, 
criminalization, community control, and other aspects 
of U.S. society and policy that impact Black lives. 
     We’re excited to come together to study the 
platform as a community and to listen deeply to what 
the Movement’s leaders are saying. Rabbi David, 
Hazzan Shulamit, Rabbi Burt and I have endorsed the 
Movement for Black Lives Platform as individuals.  As I 
read the Platform I felt the tectonic plates of racial 
injustice in our country begin to shift.  In the profound 
language of the background pieces I could hear more 
of the stories of Black lives, deepening my awareness 
of the differences between my experience as White 
person and the experiences of so many Black people I 

live alongside.   I heard the Platform as a call to listen 
to Black voices, as a call to compassion, and as a call to 
join more fully in the M4BL struggle to root out the 
injustice that continues to rot the core of our country.  
This feels like an extraordinary historic moment to me, 
and I feel humbled and grateful for the Movement for 
Black Lives as path to justice for all of us. 
     We’d like Kehilla to consider endorsing the Platform 
as an organization as well. This Forum will be our first 
communal conversation about the Platform, and will 
help us to discern the next steps in this process.   
     The primary focus of our learning and 
conversations will be the current and historic 
experiences of Black people in the U.S., and the ways 
that White supremacy has operated, and continues to 
operate in our society and in our souls. 
     We invite you to read the entire platform, either 
ahead of time or at the September 18 Community 
Forum.  The first part of the afternoon will be devoted 
to studying the Platform.  You will find links to a 
summary of the Platform, and to the deeper analysis 
of each of its six parts on our website at this link: 
http://kehillasynagogue.org/event/a-community-
forum-on-the-movement-for-black-lives-platform-
study-conversation/  
     After doing text study with the Platform we’ll have 
a break and a nosh/snack.  The second half of the 
afternoon will be a compassionate listening-style 
session, where people gather in facilitated small 
groups to share their responses, reactions to and 
questions about the platform.  We will have at least 
one small group for People of Color.  We’ll end with 
everyone coming together to share highlights from the 
small group conversations.  You may come for the 
whole time, or just the first half, or just the second 
half.   [continued on p. 13.]

 

http://kehillasynagogue.org/event/a-community-
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New Adult Education Classes Fall 2016 

To Register for Classes: You can register and pay online at www.KehillaSynagogue.org (click on the 
"LEARN" link and then click on Adult Education), or send check payable to Kehilla to Kehilla, 

 1300 Grand Ave., Piedmont, CA 94610.  

 
 
“700 Benches: Experiencing Biblical Hebrew” 
Class 
Begins September 8, 6:30pm 
Taught by Jenna Kemp 
Have you ever wanted to read and understand Torah 
Hebrew? As a first phase in the launch of Kehilla’s new 
“700 Benches” beit-midrash program,  Kehilla is 
offering  a class designed to be an immersive 
experience in the language and structure of biblical 
Hebrew. What do we mean by “immersive?" Think of 
once a week jumping into the deep end of the pool—
with water wings as needed, swim buddies, and a 
lifeguard. 
This class is a multi-level beit-midrash in which 
students will learn the grammar that will allow them 
to begin reading biblical Hebrew without an English 
translation. Working primarily in chevrutah (pairs, 
small groups), we will learn grammar together, while 
simultaneously reading biblical narrative in Hebrew. 
People at all levels of Hebrew abilities are encouraged 
to join. Students will be expected to do some 
homework and memorization, but the emphasis is on 
concepts and resources that will allow you to begin to 
“swim” on your own! 
If you are interested in the class, but need some work 
on your aleph-bet, you will find resources to help get 
you up to speed on our website at this link: 
http://kehillasynagogue.org/online-hebrewbiblical-
text-resources/ 
Prerequisite: Aleph-bet and Vowels 
Dates:  Thursdays, Sept. 8- Sept. 29, Oct. 27, Nov. 3 (A 
six-session series) 
Time: 6:30-8:30pm 
Cost: $150 Kehilla members, $180 General Public.  No 
one turned away for lack of ability to pay the full 
amount. If you are unable to pay the full amount, 
please contact sjgrodin@comcast.net. 
Questions? Contact Jenna Stover-Kemp at 
jennakemp25@gmail.com or Sharon Grodin at 
sjgrodin@comcast.net. No one is turned away for lack 
of funds; please discuss this with us. 

 
 

 
 
Conversion Group  
Begins September 12, 7:30pm 
Led by Rabbi Dev Noily and Sharon Grodin 

 Kehilla’s conversion group is the communal portion of 
a process of individual inquiry that each participant 
anticipates will lead to adopting Judaism.  Kehilla’s 
spiritual leaders Rabbi Dev and Sharon Grodin are 
available to guide participants in their reading, 
selection of classes, and experiences that inform their 
education toward discernment about this decision. 
 The group is not an “introduction to Judaism” class, 
but rather a forum where participants reflect on and 
share insights about the studies and experiences each 
is undertaking within Kehilla and elsewhere.  The 
group meets once a month for 1-1/2 hours, which 
typically includes some learning together and 
responding to each others’ questions. Because this 
group is intended to support conversion in the 
context of Kehilla community, after the first two 
sessions, participants are expected to decide whether 
Kehilla is a good fit for them; if so, participants will be 
come members, and if not, participants will be 
supported in finding an alternative for their 
conversion studies. 
If you are interested in this group, please contact 
Sharon Grodin at sjgrodin@comcast.net.  
Dates:  Mondays, Sept. 12, Nov. 14, Dec. 12  
Cost: No charge (but see above about membership).  
Led by Rabbi Dev and Sharon Grodin. 
Location: Sanctuary/Buber Room 

 

http://www.KehillaSynagogue.org
http://kehillasynagogue.org/online-hebrewbiblical-
mailto:sjgrodin@comcast.net.
mailto:jennakemp25@gmail.com
mailto:sjgrodin@comcast.net.
mailto:sjgrodin@comcast.net.
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Adult Education (continued) 
 
"Drumming As Prayer" Class 
A Two-Class Series: September 18 & September 21 
Taught by Debbie Fier, Kehilla Musical Prayer Leader & 
“Heartbeat of the Service"  
     Drumming is an active form of meditation. It 
provides a wonderful way to be present, express 
yourself and learn how to drum with a group in sacred 
community space. At Kehilla, we are creating an 
intergenerational drum group, called Ketzev Kehilla, 
(the Beats of Kehilla), and we have been learning 
some of the rhythms for the Kehilla melodies and also 
drumming at our Chai Shabbat services. 
     This is a two-class series. It can be taken as a series 
or as individual classes. (However, if you want to 
drum at High Holy Days services, you must come to 
both classes.) 
       Those who wish to will have the opportunity to 
drum for our High Holy Days services at the Scottish 
Rite Center in Oakland. Participants who want to join 
us in drumming need to commit to coming to both 
classes of the series (exceptions may be made IF you 
have taken previous ‘Drumming as Prayer’ classes with 
Debbie. In those cases you must come to at least 1 
class). If you have taken this class before, and enjoy 
drumming in our Kehilla circle, please come to the 
class!  We will always learn new rhythms, practice new 
exercises and continue building on what we have 
previously done. 
     All ages and all levels welcome!  Please bring a 
drum if you have one.  If you need a drum for the 
class, please email Sasha@kehillasynagogue.org and 
we will do our best to provide one. Hand percussion 
(shakers, claves, etc.) will be provided. 
     Dates: Sunday, Sept 18 - 4-5:30 and Wednesday,  
Sept 21, 7-8:30 in the Fireside Room.  
    Cost:  2-class series: $36 members/ $46 non-
members; Individual class: $20 members/ $25 non-
members 
    Location: Fireside Room 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Chai Mitzvah Group Forming: “A Jewish Year” 
Begins Sunday, October 16, 5:30pm 

In response to many requests for a more structured, 
group-based program for exploring Judaism, Kehilla is 
offering a Chai Mitzvah group beginning in October.  
What is “Chai Mitzvah,” you ask?  It’s a curriculum and 
structure created by a Jewish-multidenominational 
(including Renewal) group of rabbis and educators, 
designed to support group study and a period of 
committed personal exploration.  No prior experience 
with Judaism or Hebrew is required.  Here’s what the 
creators have to say about it: 

“Chai Mitzvah is a unique adult engagement program 
that encourages an integrated, experiential approach 
to Jewish life through five simple components. Each 
participant:  

1. Attends monthly group learning with a set 
curriculum provided by Chai Mitzvah.  

2. Chooses an independent study topic for the year.  

3. Chooses a ritual/spiritual practice to take on for the 
year.  

4. Chooses a social action activity to commit to for the 
year.  

5. Celebrates the journey!”  

In our case, we’ve chosen “A Jewish Year” as an 
overarching theme. Participants will investigate and 
experience the Jewish calendar as it occurs, separately 
or together, as interests dictate.  Our mitzvah group 
will meet on third Sundays starting in October, with 
minimal costs set to cover our fee from Chai Mitzvah 
for the materials (the more participants, the lower the 
cost, but we are setting the initial registration fee 
$18/person for the 9-month period).  The group may 
decide to engage speakers or project leaders on 
particular topics and share the cost of that additional 
enrichment.  For more information about the 
program, see www.chaimitzvah.org.  For questions 
about our group, contact sjgrodin@comcastnet. 

Dates: Monthly for 9 months, beginning Sunday,  
Oct. 16, 5:30-7pm 

Cost: $18/person 

Location: Back classsroom, main floor 

mailto:Sasha@kehillasynagogue.org
http://www.chaimitzvah.org.
mailto:sjgrodin@comcastnet.
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Adult Education (continued) 
 

Elements of Magical Judaism 
Begins Monday, October 16, 6:00pm 
with Reclaiming* Teachers  
Jude Elf & Maggid Jonathan Furst 
Join us for a six-week exploration of Earth-based 
Judaism through the elements of Earth, Air, Fire, 
Water and Spirit. Develop personal practices and 
improvisational ritual co-creation skills, blending 
modern G!ddess-oriented magic with traditional 
Jewish and ancient Hebraic spirituality.  
Dates: Mondays, October 17 - November 21, 6pm  
Cost: $240-$90 sliding scale 
Location: Sanctuary 
For More Info: contact jfurst@pobox.com or  
415-516-4904 
*Learn more about Reclaiming here: 
http://www.reclaiming.org/  
Co-sponsored by the Jewitch Collective and Derech 
Ha'Aretz Outdoor Yeshiva 
 
I Never Knew Hebrew Could Be So Much Fun 
Class 
Begins Sunday, October 23, 10:30am 
Taught by Bracha Stone 
Once again Bracha is offering her fabulous course in 
beginning Hebrew. Absolutely no previous Hebrew 
experience is required or expected. Come and find out 
why you don’t have to know very much at all in order 
to have Hebrew take on a very special place in your 
life. Bracha loves to teach this class since adults tend 
to be very compliant students and they ask such 
serious questions. Form a community of like-minded 
adults, play games, sing songs and learn, learn, learn.  
Repeaters welcomed!! 

Dates:  Sunday, Oct. 23, 30, Nov. 6, 10:30am-11:45am 
Cost:  $54 members, $66 nonmembers 
Location: Given at the time of registration. 
Call Bracha for questions or concerns. 510-703-2220. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Personalizing Our Experience With Jewish 
Liturgy 
First meeting: Sunday, October 23, 6:30pm 
A new group convened by Bracha Stone 
Designed for those who want to explore an expanded 
and creative relationship to Jewish liturgy. While there 
is no expectation of a belief in "God," this group is 
designed for those who desire to personally connect 
to "something-bigger-than-us" and/or "the-wisdom-
deep-within-us." We will witness and be witnessed as 
we explore our attraction and creative responses to 
traditional Jewish prayer practice. We will meet 
together once a month for 5 months. We will also 
participate in a weekly email conversation concerning 
our intentions, and the challenges and blessings we 
experience as we enact our them. 
Dates:  First meeting is Sunday, Oct. 23, 6:30-8:30. 
There will be a meeting at the same time in the 
evening in November, December, January and 
February. Specific dates for each month will be 
determined by October 1st.  
Cost:  $120 members, $150 nonmembers 
Location: Given at the time of registration.  
Call Bracha for questions or concerns. 510-703-2220.  

A Class in the Poetic Word 
Begins Wednesday, October 26, 7pm 
Taught by Lenore Weiss 
Come learn about several outstanding twentieth-
century American Jewish poets, including a number of 
contemporary writers. The four-session class will 
examine work by poets who express diverse 
connections to the Jewish experience.  For the first 
hour of each session, we will examine and discuss the 
poet’s work. Using writing prompts from the readings, 
during the second hour we will respond to the poetry 
in whatever written form we choose. Open to all. No 
writing experience is required. Special guest visits by 
local poets. All lovers of the word are encouraged to 
participate. Bring a notebook and pen. 
Dates: Wednesday, Oct. 26, Nov.  9,  Nov. 23, Nov. 30, 
7-9pm 
Cost: $88 members, $112 nonmembers 
Location: Fireside Room 
 

mailto:jfurst@pobox.com
http://www.reclaiming.org/
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A Community Forum on the Movement for Black Lives Platform 
[continued] 
     Part of the platform, called Invest/Divest, deals 
with connections between U.S. military spending and 
interventions abroad on the one hand, and the lack of 
funding for domestic social needs and militarization of 
U.S. police on the other hand. This part of the 
platform also addresses U.S. military support for Israel 
and the unjust treatment of Palestinians under 
Occupation, using language that some Jewish people 
and organizations have objected to strongly.   
     Our intention is to create a community forum that 
centers the Platform’s demands for racial and 

economic justice, while making space for the complex 
emotional responses that may arise for us in 
relationship to Jewish identity, racial identity and all 
the aspects of ourselves that make each of us who we 
are.  
     Please be in touch with us if you have questions or 
feedback.  
     RSVP if you can  to Sasha@kehillasynagogue.org.  
 – it will help us a lot as we plan the afternoon. 

 
 

Join the 30th Annual G.R.I.P. Harmony Walk in Richmond 
To End Hunger & Homelessness-to Benefit the Greater Richmond Interfaith Program 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     On October 29, Greater Richmond Interfaith 
Program is hosting its 30th annual Harmony Walk/Run 
to End Homelessness in Richmond. Several Kehilla 
members and members of St. John’s Church joined a 
team last year in memory of David McPhail and Judy 
Abel, GRIP activists who both died in September, 
2015.  
     That team raised over $1,000 in support of the 
Souper Center, a program operated by GRIP, which 
serves meals to homeless and needy residents and 
also runs a family shelter. David and Irene, his wife, 
both Kehilla members, and Betty Young, started a 
group now called David’s Dinner Group which 
prepares a monthly meal for families staying at the 
GRIP shelter. Several Kehilla members, people who 
had been members of an El Cerrito church where 
David had ministered, and members of St John’s 
Presbyterian Church in Berkeley, are in the dinner 
group as well. 
     David did this Walk every year through 2014. 

Kehilla members have another opportunity this year 
to remember and honor David while helping to ease 
homelessness. 
     We encourage everyone’s participation in or pledge 
of money to the team. We will have a team name and 
a team page set-up with the Harmony Walk website 
by mid-September. 
     The web address with a link to our team page & 
further details will be provided in the Kehilla weekly 
e-mails.    
     Check-in on October 29 begins at 9:00 a.m. The Run 
starts at 10:30 a.m. The Walk starts at 10:45 a.m. You 
can walk or run for as much, or as little, a distance as 
you want.  And, there will be a festival in the park 
after the walk.  
     Please consider sending a donation or joining the 
team after the team page is setup. If you have 
questions about the team, feel free to contact Sue 
Goldberg directly at suegoldberg@sbcglobal.net 

 
Pictured: Alex Madonik, Ruthie Levin, Richard Speiglman, Sue Goldberg 

 

mailto:Sasha@kehillasynagogue.org.
mailto:suegoldberg@sbcglobal.net
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An Interview with Spiritual Leader Avi Rose 
by Bill Lazarus

     More refugees are 
fleeing persecution now 
than at any time since the 
end of World War II, says 
Avi Rose, who has spent 
most of his life as a political 
and social activist, and who 
now finds himself turning 
more and more to issues of 
immigration and the flood 
of people seeking safe 
haven. With millions of 
refugees left homeless and 
nationless as the result of 
warfare in Syria and 
elsewhere, Avi sees the 

Jewish response as extending “beyond empathizing. 
“It’s identifying,” he says. “We need to see ourselves 
as coming out of Egypt.” 

     “We were strangers. We know the heart of the 
stranger,” adds Avi, who is executive director of 
Jewish Family and Community Services East Bay . That 
“central narrative” of the Jewish people is a key these 
days to the work of JFCS. About 2,000 of the 8,000 
people it annually serves are refugees and other 
immigrants. While the work of JFCS has historically 
been geared toward helping the Jewish community, it 
is not exclusively so. Avi says, “Tikkun Olam is not 
about bringing healing only to the Jewish people. It’s 
about “olam.” It’s about the world as a whole.” 

     When Avi started work at JFCS in 2005, the agency 
was already involved with helping immigrants from all 
over the world. When the surge of Jewish immigration 
from the Former Soviet Union subsided in the 1990’s, 
JFCS began to serve people from other countries, 
including Afghanistan, Bosnia, Cambodia, Iran, Iraq 
and Syria. Many of these refugees are Muslims. JFCS 
currently helps numerous families from Afghanistan, 
many of whom were subject to persecution after 
assisting Americans in the war against the Taliban. 
JFCS also has devoted itself to helping LGBT refugees 
fleeing particularly harsh oppression because of their 
sexual orientation or gender identities. 

     As a youth, Avi grew up mostly in Phoenix in a 
liberal Jewish family, largely out-of-kilter with the 

mostly right-wing community. His dad hailed from the 
Bronx, and was himself the son of immigrant parents 
who made their way to the United States from 
Lithuania. When Avi was 13, he moved with his family 
to Sacramento, and soon started spending time in the 
Bay Area. It was the late 1960s and “politics, drugs and 
rock and roll — it was all here.” 

     Avi became a political activist in high school, and 
chose to go to college at Brandeis, which was a hotbed 
of leftist politics. While he came out as a gay man in 
college, his activism was focused more on anti-war 
work and economic issues. After college, he worked 
for a period as a union steward. Avi joined other 
progressive Jews in the Boston Committee to 
Challenge Antisemitism and became, in the 1980s, 
involved in New Jewish Agenda, a national 
organization that he co-chaired, and that focused on a 
wide variety of issues, including Mid-East peace, 
feminism, disarmament, LGBT rights, oppression in 
Central America and the sanctuary movement. Avi 
also took up work battling AIDS, and co-edited Twice 
Blessed, a book about gay and lesbian Jews. 

     While Avi was aware of immigration issues, it 
wasn’t then a focus of his work and activism. That 
changed in 2005 when he started at JCFS and found it 
“powerful” to be working to help both Russian Jews 
and Afghan Muslims. “I’m really impressed by the 
resilience of most of the refugees whom we are 
helping.  They are individuals with their own quirks, 
strengths and shortcomings, and most have 
experienced significant trauma. It is a huge 
undertaking to leave your home – everyone and 
everything you know – and start your life over again in 
a new country..” 

     While, culturally, the Bay Area is “really welcoming, 
economically, this is a really hard area to come to,” Avi 
says. As a result, families crowd into small living 
quarters together, and people work two or three jobs 
to get by. 

     At seders, Avi has hosted refugees. “It’s powerful to 
be at a seder with somebody who has recently had to 
‘leave Egypt,’” he says. Avi also asks, “What is more 
Jewish than resettling refugees?” He answers himself 
in a word. “Nothing.”
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A Note on the Israel/Palestine Values Survey 
by Rabbi David J. Cooper 

 
     Last month we send out to every member 
household a survey to determine support for a 
statement of values on Israel/Palestine. One could 
indicate where one stood on a spectrum from very 
much disagreeing to strong agreement (scale of 1 to 
5). 
     As of this writing, 141 responses have been 
received. 
     99 responses are 5’s – strongly agree. (71.7%) 
     26 are 4’s – generally agree (18.8%) 
     7 are 3’s – more or less neutral (5.1%) 
     3 are 2’s – generally disagree (2.2%) 

     3 are 1’s – very much disagree (2.2%) 
     In a few days, I will be reading the many written 
comments on the proposed wording and I plan to 
print some of them in the November Kol Kehilla, with 
the permission of their authors to print with ascription 
or anonymously. 
     The decision to adopt the statement as is (or with 
grammatical changes) will be in the hands of the 
Kehilla Board. Currently the plan is that in October the 
results of the survey and representative comments 
and suggestions will be forwarded to the Board for 
their consideration and action. 

 
Chevra Kadisha Sh'mira Readings Project 

 
    Kehilla’s Chevra Kadisha is pleased to announce the 
completion of our “Sh’mira Readings Project.”  We 
now have two beautiful volumes that can be used by 
the shomrim (“watchers”) –those who sit with the 
body of a community member who has died until the 
time of burial. 
    Traditionally, shomrim read Psalms during the 
sh’mira  (“watching”).  In Kehilla we have provided 
other readings—poetry and prose from Jewish and 
non-Jewish sources as well as portions of our liturgy—
so that each shomer might deepen his or her own 
reflections on the meaning of life and death.   
     As we embarked on revising and expanding these 
additional readings, our discussions and study led us 
to taking a closer look at The Book of Psalms as well.  
We looked at many different translations and 

interpretations and selected the one for each Psalm 
that we thought invoked the values of Jewish Renewal 
movement.  
     A small group from Kehilla’s Chevra Kadisha 
traveled to Boston in June to present a workshop on 
these readings and to discuss Kehilla’s approach to 
sh’mira at the annual K’vod v Nichum (“honor and 
comfort”) conference.  More than thirty people 
attended our workshop and received our presentation 
with great enthusiasm.   
     We will formally present Kehilla’s Readings for 
Shmira and Psalms for Shmira at the Morning Service, 
Sept 17.  We invite the entire community to join in 
our simcha and to learn more about the practice of 
sh’mira.   

 

Finding Your Spiritual Direction 
 
     Spiritual direction is a process of inner listening that 
enables individuals to discern the movement of the 
Spirit in their lives, so they can come to understand 
both the spiritual dimension and the spiritual direction 
of their experience. In this sense, spiritual direction is 
a pathway to teshuvah, toward finding one’s way back 
to the Source that birthed and sustains each of us.  

     Spiritual directors have been trained to help those 
seeking the Spirit to find direction. They also help 
seekers find appropriate spiritual practices. 

     Rabbi Burt offers individual Kehilla congregants 
hour-long meetings in spiritual direction. Any Kehilla 
member is entitled to such a session once a year 
without cost. Burt usually meets with congregants at 
Kehilla on Tuesday afternoons and evenings, several 
times a month. He also sees people at his home in El 
Sobrante at other times during the week. If you are 
interested in meeting with Rabbi Burt, please contact 
him at Rabburt@earthlink.net, or by calling 
510.283.5704. 

 
 

mailto:Rabburt@earthlink.net,
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Competing Death Penalty Initiatives on November Ballot 

by Beth Weinberger 
 

     This November we'll have a chance to vote again to 
repeal California's death penalty, replacing it with Life 
Without Possibility of Parole.  Unfortunately, a 
competing measure that would attempt to change the 
appeals process to expedite executions has caused 
confusion, especially as the latter measure's title is 
misleading.  So here's an explanation of each of the 
initiatives with recommendations in keeping with 
Kehilla policy. 

 
The Justice that Works Act of 2016—Proposition #62  

 This is essentially the same as Prop. 34 on the 
2012 ballot, which Kehilla supported.  It would replace 
the death penalty with life without the possibility of 
parole.  It would: 

 End state killing and eliminate the possibility 
of executing innocent people.  Since 1973, 
156 people, convicted of murder, have been 
exonerated, 3 of them in California. 

 Keep dangerous criminals from ever being 
released. 

 Save approximately $150 million a year that 
could be put to more productive use. 

 Increase to 60% the portion of wages earned 
by persons sentenced to life without parole 
that may go to victim restitution funds. 

Recommendation:  Support Prop. 62 
 
Death Penalty Reform & Savings Act of 2016—
Proposition #66 

  Prop. 66 attempts to “reform” a  failed death 
penalty system by changing the appeals process.  It 
would remove current safeguards, limit the ability to 
present new evidence of innocence and set unrealistic 
deadlines for trials and appeals.  The changed 

procedures and new deadlines would force hiring of 
hundreds of new, inexperienced attorneys at taxpayer 
expense. If it succeeded, it would: 

 Increase the chances of wrongful convictions 
and execution of innocent people 

 Interfere with our due process and appeals 
processes, which might be found 
unconstitutional after costly and lengthy 
lawsuits. 

 Authorize the state to house death row 
inmates in new prisons. 

 Model California's system after Texas' rapid 
execution mill. 

 Move appeals from the state Supreme Court 
to local county courts, prioritizing these cases 
and the shortened timelines.  It would 
overwhelm lower courts and severely limit 
their ability to hear other types of cases or 
conduct any other court business. 

Recommendation: Oppose Prop. 66 
 
        This fall you'll have a chance to hear more about, 
question and discuss these initiatives, as well 
as a number of others at a Kehilla Ballot Initiatives 
evening, October 17.  Mark your calendars and see 
Richard Speiglman's article, also in this issue, on some 
of the other initiatives, researched and recommended 
by Oakland Community Organizations (OCO.) 
     If you want more information now about the death 
penalty initiatives; if you want to help with the 
campaigns or donate to them, go to 
www.yeson62.com or contact me at 
bethw0104@mindspring.com.  

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Not Registered to Vote?  
 

Please contact karenrachels@gmail.com 
of Kehilla’s Economic Justice Committee 
She will help you get registered before 

the November election 

http://www.yeson62.com
mailto:bethw0104@mindspring.com.
mailto:karenrachels@gmail.com
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Community Discussion of Ballot Propositions and Local Measures 
by Richard Speiglman 

 
Monday, October 17, 7-9pm 

Kehilla Social Hall 
Sponsored by  

Kehilla Economic Justice Committee, Greening Committee and Anti-Death Penalty Action Group 

Bring yourself, your friends and your family, your questions and your answers 

     When I was a kid in Des Moines, reform Rabbi 
Edward Zerin (Temple B’nai Jeshurun) used to implore 
youth – perhaps it was at our B’nai Mitzvot – to be 
“informed, participating Jews.”  I may have taken this 
to be the 11th Commandment, and I think the 
instruction was responsible for my 50-something years 
of reading at least the local, state, and national news 
sections of the daily newspaper.  Sometime later, a 
sociology professor suggested that the important 
news appears in the business section.  We won’t get 
into the question of sports news. 

     I never fully understood the Jews part of the 
obligation.  But nevertheless I’m pretty sure the 
informed/participating charge includes voting and, to 
the extent possible, understanding the implications of 
your vote prior to casting it. 

     In their length, California ballots present a serious 
challenge.  We need each other’s help to become well-
informed prior to voting.  Instead of sitting home 
alone the night before the election frantically trying to 
decide how to vote on propositions and local 
measures, on the evening of October 17th please join 
other community members to discuss ballot 
measures. 

 Bring your sample ballot (and your mail-in or 
absentee ballot if you have one) 

 Join discussion of some of the most important 
state and local ballot measures (if only we had 
time to tend to all of them!) 

 Written materials on all the state propositions 
and some local measures will be available, 
including recommendations from Kehilla, 
Oakland Community Organizations (OCO), and 
other organizations 

 Kehilla members and others actively engaged 
in working on some of the measures will offer 
brief presentations 

 
See the next page for OCO's recommendations on 

several state, county, and City of Oakland issues.  
We’ll have expanded endorsement information by 
October 17th.   

 
Please forward information on other measures, or 

for other localities, to Richard or Beth: 

rspeiglman@sbcglobal.net  

bethw0104@mindspring.com   

Or bring the information with you on October 17th.   

If possible, RSVP to Beth or Richard (see their 
contact information above.) 

mailto:rspeiglman@sbcglobal.net
mailto:bethw0104@mindspring.com
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Oakland Community Organizations 

Recommendations on CA, Alameda County, and City of Oakland issues 

Number Title or focus Content OCO 
endorsement 

State Propositions 

55 Tax extension 
Extends the temporary personal income tax on 
incomes over $250,000 to fund education and 

health care (Prop 30 extension) 
Support 

56 Tobacco tax Increases the cigarette tax to $2 / pack Support 

 57 Public Safety & 
Rehabilitation Act 

Increases parole chances for felons convicted of 
non-violent crimes and provides more 

opportunities to earn credits for good behavior 
Support 

 62 Death penalty Repeals the death penalty in CA Support* 

64 Adult Use of Marijuana Act 
Legalizes adults’ growing, possessing, and using 

marijuana for nonmedical purposes, with certain 
restrictions; establishes regulatory system for 

legal market.  

Neutral 

Alameda County Measures 

A Affordable Housing bond 
(property tax) 

Funding for a variety of approaches to promote 
affordable housing  Support 

Oakland City and School District Measures  

JJ Protect Oakland Renters 
Act  

Strengthen tenants’ rights by requiring owners to 
petition through the Rent Board for rent increases 

above annual CPI, extending just cause eviction 
protections to buildings built through 1995, and 

increasing Rent Board transparency and 
accountability 

Support 

LL 
Form civilian oversight 
commission of police 

department 
Promotes civilian oversight of police department Support 

KK 
Infrastructure 

improvements bond 
(property tax) 

Funding for a variety of improvements to streets, 
sidewalks, public buildings, and some funds for 

affordable housing 
Neutral  

HH Tax distributors of sugar-
sweetened beverages 

Promotes public health by raising price of sugar-
sweetened beverages Support 

G1 Oakland Unified School 
District  bond (parcel tax) 

Funds educator salary increases and middle 
school improvements (as of last draft seen) No vote (yet) 

* Kehilla recommends a yes vote on Prop. 62 and a no vote on Prop 66 (which would speed-up 
executions).  See accompanying article, “Competing Death Penalty Initiatives on November Ballot" on 
p. 17. 
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Seeking Shelter in the Days of Awe:  
 Immigrants and Refugees, Longing and Home 
[continued from p. 1] 
 
You can read a more complete description of our 
theme below.  Throughout the High Holy Days season 
and beyond, we’ll be integrating the spiritual practices 
of this time with ways to learn about and respond to 
the crises of migration that are shaking our world.  
During High Holy Days services we’ll hear from some 
of the folks in our community about their experiences 
with immigrants and refugees.  We’ll also have 
resources available during services about how to 
connect with local groups and join in efforts to 
respond.   
    And in the months following the High Holy Days, 
we’ll host a series of four community workshops, 
featuring congregants working to support immigrants 
and refugees.  The workshop topics are: Considering 
Offering Housing to a Refugee; Being Part of an 
Accompaniment Team for an Immigrant Family or 
Unaccompanied Minor; Immigration Policy, Advocacy 
and Intersectionality with Economic and Racial Justice 
Issues; and Kehilla as Sanctuary/Refuge for 
Immigrants.  
    May our practice during this season help each of us 
grow toward greater wholeness, joy, compassion and 
justice. 
    Our Theme for 5777:  Immigrants and Refugees, 
Longing and Home  
    A river goes out from the first place that was home, 
to water the garden, and from there it divides and 
becomes four headwaters. (Bereshit 2:10) 
    In the beginning all was one, undifferentiated and 
whole.  To come into the joy of embodied life is also to 
come into separateness.  And to be separate is to long 
for reconnection, to yearn for wholeness and for 
home.  The Yamim Nora’im (High Holy Days) point us 

in the direction of home, and outfit us for the promise 
and uncertainty of the journey.  We soften our hearts 
and open lines of communication with people we’ve 
hurt and who have hurt us.  We practice 
accountability, forgiveness, compassion and 
generosity.  We touch those who are dear to us with 
an extra measure of tenderness and gratitude. 
    This year we set out on this path in a world of 
growing displacement and migration. People forced 
from their homes by war, violence, poverty, drought, 
gentrification, and a swiftly changing climate are 
fighting for survival and searching for a refuge where 
they and their families can be safe.  Some in Kehilla 
are personally impacted, and many in our community 
are stepping up to help--by working to end structural 
violence, by challenging the economics underlying 
displacement, by offering loving personal support to 
immigrants and refugees, by fighting for policies that 
welcome immigrants and refugees, and by joining the 
struggle against deportation, targeting and 
discrimination against people who are undocumented.  
    As a community this year we will enter the inner 
landscape of exile and return.  We’ll encounter the 
stranger who dwells within us, and the stranger who 
dwells among us.  Together we will turn toward this 
tidal wave of displacement, expanding our capacity to 
welcome and support the growing number of 
immigrants and refugees in our midst.  As Torah 
teaches (Lev. 19:33-34), When a stranger resides with 
you in your land, you shall not wrong them.  The 
stranger who resides with you shall be to you as one of 
your citizens; you shall love them as yourself, for you 
were strangers in the land of Mitzrayim. 
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Coming Soon: Pronoun Stickers for Your Nametag 
by Hazzan Shulamit Wise Fairman, Lynn Bravewomon and Rabbi Dev Noily 

  
   As Davey Shlasko writes in the 
Trans*Ally Workbook, 
    “Most of the time, most people 
are on autopilot about pronouns. 
They call all women she, her and 
hers, and all men he, him and his. 
But being on autopilot doesn’t 
always work. Sometimes—
especially, but not only, when 
talking about trans* people—it can 
lead you to call someone a pronoun 
that isn’t what they’re usually 
called or what they want to be 
called.”  
     We are continuing to make 
Kehilla a more welcoming and 
inclusive space for all of our 
members.  All of us appreciate it 
when other people see us as who 
we are.  For  trans* people 
pronouns can be a constant source 
of being seen and affirmed when preferred pronouns 
are used by others; conversely the absence of 
accurate pronouns denies a critical piece of 
recognition and affirmation of identity. 
     Kehilla’s intention to build gender pronoun 
language in our community culture is part of gender-

inclusion efforts that reverse the 
invisibility caused when the wrong 
pronouns are used. 
     As a community of spiritual practice, 
it feels especially important that Kehilla 
be a place where everyone can be seen 
and affirmed in all of who we are.  So 
soon you’ll see a set of pronoun 
stickers next to our nametags. 
 Everyone has the option to add a 
pronoun sticker to your nametag, to let 
others know which pronouns you use.  
By using a sticker, cisgender people can 
support others in our community for 
whom “pronoun autopilot” doesn’t 
work well. 
     Whatever our gender identity, all of 
us have some experiences of resonance 
with the gender we were raised in, and 
some experiences of dissonance with 
the gender we were raised in.  We can 

all lean into those experiences to cultivate our 
compassion for ourselves and each other as we 
navigate this complex and shifting terrain of gender 
identity. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
    

    

A vocabulary moment: 

trans* refers to people whose 
gender identity is different from 

the gender identity they were 
assigned at birth, including 

people who are transgender, 
genderqueer, gender-

nonconforming, gender non-
binary, gender fluid, gender 

fabulous people. 

Cisgender refers to people 
whose gender identity is, for the 

most part, aligned with the 
gender they were assigned at 
birth and in which they were 

socialized. 

Kehilla Sings! 

 
         Interested in being part of a Kehilla Choir this Fall 
and Winter? We may offer this opportunity through 
our Adult Ed program with Bon Singer, a veteran 
cantor and synagogue choir director who has also 
directed Ya'Elah and Kitka.  
     PLEASE click on the following link and fill out a short 
questionnaire by Aug 28 to help us discern whether 
and how to move forward, and pass it on to your 
friends! 

 https://goo.gl/forms/Vd6jFONpn4IphBrK2 

https://goo.gl/forms/Vd6jFONpn4IphBrK2
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The Annual Kehilla Membership Retreat:  
Toward Further Improvements in Accessibility  

by Marilyn Golden & Don Stone 

In our debrief after another successful annual retreat, Kehilla’s Retreat Committee discussed how to achieve further 
improvements in the accessibility of the retreat to all members. Below is a report.  It addresses all dimensions of 
accessibility including affordability, access to the location, planning issues, and mobility access.  
 

Addressing Accessibility  at the Annual Kehilla Summer Retreat

     In the Retreat Committee’s debriefing of this year’s 
retreat, one focus of discussion has been about the 
accessibility challenges of Bort Meadow. There are 
various kinds of accessibility needs, including   
affordability, location, registration constraints, and 
physical mobility, all which contribute to the retreat 
location and experience being attractive and 
welcoming. 
     Affordability. We’ve had many comments that our 
past weekend retreats at retreat centers were out of 
the price range of many individuals and especially 
families—even with elective camping such as at Walker 
Creek Ranch.  
    Location issues: We have had requests for a location 
that is easy to get to on a Friday afternoon for people 
who want to camp the first night—and also for people 
who want make a round trip on Saturday. At Bort 
Meadow and at Walker Ranch, there is lack of cell 
phone reception. This can limit some members’ 
capacity to take part. Sometimes at Bort, there have 
been difficulties getting in and out of the locked gate 
when no one was on duty Friday.  
     Planning flexibility.  We need a site that is big 
enough that it does not require us to commit to a 
certain attendance well in advance. It helps to have 
flexibility that allows for final week commitment to 
attending, or even the day-of. Camping or easy 
commuting helps last minute planning and increases 
the numbers attending—about 25-30% of participants 
sign up or show up the last week. 
     Physical mobility. Challenges come with bumpiness 
or steepness of the terrain, any steps (none at Bort 
Meadow), accessibility to bathrooms (new Bort 
Meadow bathrooms are wheelchair accessible, though 
far from activities), parking availability, drop-off option 
for those needing it, and distance between the 
different stations—food, service, bathrooms, drop-off 
spot. We have had requests from people with mobility 
needs to have more accommodations so that they can 
attend either Bort Meadow, or another site.  
     Given these parameters, we are proceeding in the 
following manner: 

      *Reserve Bort Meadow for a weekend in July 2017 
(already have requested 7/14-16/2017, will hear back 
in late October if we got it). 
     *Tell anyone interested that we welcome their 
research on an alternative site that takes into account 
the factors mentioned above (our deposit for Bort 
Meadow, assuming we get our request, will be small 
enough to forfeit if we find a better site). 
     *Be proactive in responding to accessibility needs. 
Build into the reservation process a way to 
communicate specific needs and figure out best 
practices to meet them. For instance, the registration 
form/website will have a contact person for 
accessibility needs when we start to advertise next 
year’s retreat—Marilyn Golden may be filling this 
function. So coming up with solutions to specific needs 
can be creatively addressed well in advance. 
     Several congregants have already volunteered to 
assist with accessibility issues, including suggesting 
other sites/centers and being available to accompany 
individuals needing assistance to navigate at Bort 
Meadow, which is largely relatively flat, though the 
ground has a bumpy, uneven surface. 
     *Research alternative means of conveyance to 
transport individuals from point to point at the Bort 
Meadow site, possibly in ways that make use of the 
assistance from a volunteer. This research has already 
begun, with an initial finding that vehicles like golf carts 
are probably too expensive to own, rent, or transport 
from rental locations. Kehilla may have access to one 
or more ordinary wheelchairs that can be used. Or, all 
terrain wheelchairs may be one possibility. There may 
be other ways to deal with the bumpy terrain between 
the car turn-around and the dining tables that are not 
dependent upon volunteer assistance, and allow for 
more independent movement. 
     *Other concerns, suggestions, or ideas, regarding 
Kehilla Retreat accessibility issues or how to address 
them? Want to volunteer your assistance? 
     Contact either Marilyn Golden 
at mgolden@dredf.org, or Don Stone 
at donstone1@aol.com or 510-703-0073. 

mailto:mgolden@dredf.org,
mailto:donstone1@aol.com
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On the Origins of Kehilla: 
Social Justice 

                                                     by Rabbi Burt Jacobson 
Note: This is the fifth of a series of 
personal essays on the beginnings of 
Kehilla. Each article shares the 
origins of one or more of the ideals 
and/or values that motivated me to 
start Kehilla. The essays are adapted 

from the manuscript of the book I am in the process of 
completing, tentatively titled There is Only One Love: 
The Ba’al Shem Tov in the Modern World. 
     My passion for social justice came from my mother, 
Gert Jacobson. As the chairwoman of the Anti-
Defamation League in Cleveland during World War II, 
she tried to awaken the Jewish community to the Nazi 
atrocities in Europe. When our family moved to Texas 
in 1947, Gert became the chairwoman of the Anti-
Defamation League in San Antonio. In that capacity she 
worked with teachers in the public schools, instructing 
them on how to promote racial, ethnic and religious 
tolerance in their classrooms.  
     My mother’s commitment to social justice stemmed 
from her father, Ruby Goldberg. My grandfather, who 
was born in Romania, was a women’s tailor. A secular 
Yiddish-speaking Jew, he was strongly drawn to 
socialism. He became a negotiator for the International 
Ladies’ Garment Workers Union in New York. My 
mother remembered him coming home from the 
negotiations, infuriated by the tightfisted attitudes of 
the factory owners. He would go to the kitchen, pick up 
a carving knife and bang it repeatedly on the counter. 
“Those G… d…. bosses, those G… d…. bosses, they 
won’t give us a nickel! They won’t give us a nickel! 
      I did not hear that story until I was an adult, but I 
learned about the biblical prophets as a young student 
in the religious school of Temple Beth El in San 
Antonio. I came to admire the commitment of the 
Reform movement to social justice. 
       Yet, I did not study the words of the biblical 
prophets until I entered rabbinical school. In 1961, as a 
second-year student at the Jewish Theological 
Seminary, I took a seminar with Abraham Joshua 
Heschel on the prophets. By this time, Heschel was well 
on his way to becoming the most well-known Jewish 
religious thinker in the United States.  
       Heschel had completed his dissertation on the 
prophets in the late 1930s in Germany, just as the Nazi 
regime had come into power. In the late 1950s he 
decided to rewrite the book in English. The members of 

our seminar were privileged to read the galley proofs 
of The Prophets with him.  
    In the book’s introduction, Heschel wrote: 
     The things that horrified the prophets are even now 
daily occurrences all over the world. There is no society 
to which Amos’ words would not apply. 

Listen to this, you merchants who crush the 
poor,and trample on the needy! You who are 
thinking,“When will this New Moon festival  
finally be over so that we can sell our grain, and 
this Sabbath day, so we can market our wheat? 
Then we will tamper with the scales, making the 
bushel-measure smaller and the shekel-weight 
bigger. And then we can make slaves of the 
poor, buying them for their debt of a piece of 
silver or a pair of sandals, and we will even get 
paid for moldy wheat.”YHWH, the Pride of Israel, 
has sworn: ‘’I will never forget what you have 
done!’  Amos 8:4-7 

      Indeed, [Heschel continued] the sort of crimes and 
even the amount delinquency that fill the prophets of 
Israel with dismay do not go beyond that which we 
regard as normal, as typical ingredients of social 
dynamics. To us, a single act of injustice—cheating in 
business, exploitation of the poor—is slight; to the 
prophets, a disaster. To us injustice is injurious to the 
welfare of the people; to the prophets, it is a 
deathblow to existence; to us, an episode; to them, a 
catastrophe, a threat to the world.  
     Heschel’s prose was incandescent. I found his ability 
to enter the consciousness of the prophets utterly 
remarkable. As a result, the voices of the prophets 
have both stirred and haunted me throughout my life. 
     In the following years I found myself especially 
drawn to Amos, the first of the literary prophets, who 
focused almost exclusively on the necessity for social 
justice. Amos seemed totally relevant to the political 
climate of the late 1960s. Indeed, the Reverend Martin 
Luther King, Jr., who became Heschel’s friend and 
colleague, often cited Amos’ words. The day before he 
was assassinated in 1968, King delivered a speech in 
support of the striking sanitation workers in Memphis, 
in which he said:    

"Somehow the preacher must have a kind of fire 
shut up in his bones. And whenever injustice is 
around he must tell it. Somehow the preacher must  
[continued on next page] 



 23 

On the Origins of Kehilla (continued) 
 
be an Amos, who said, “When God speaks, who can 
but prophesy?” Again with Amos, “Let justice roll 
down like waters and righteousness like a mighty 
stream.”  

       In the late 1960s I taught classes about Amos and 
his message to both high school students and adults. I 
emphasized the prophet’s fiery denunciations of 
corruption, wealth, luxury, perversion of justice and 
superficial religion.  

       As I thought about starting a synagogue in the early 
1980s, the fierce voice of Amos called out to me. I felt 
that this radical prophet of justice simply had to be 
given a platform in a city like Berkeley, which had been 
strongly identified with rapid social change, civic 
unrest, and political upheaval in the 1960s and ‘70s. 
The political Left was still robust and there were 
moral/political issues— the Israel-Palestine conflict, 
nuclear weapons, central American refugees—that 
cried out to be dealt with from a prophetic religious 
perspective. 

 
Thank you for Your Generosity 

 

Bar/Bat Mitvah Program 
Susan Coto McKenna and Rafael Coto 

General Fund 
Jane Weisbin and Charles Reilly 

Nueva Esperanza Accompaniment Teams (NEAT) 
Hope Friedman 
Irene McPhail 

Carolyn Schour 
Herbert Salomon and Marcia Liberson 

Simone Masson 
Lisa Rothman 
Ralph Silber 

Sandy Vaughn 
And members of Kehilla's three Accompaniment Teams 

Rabbi's Discretionary Fund 
David Levine and Laurel Zien

All Congregants Deserve A Safe Home 

If you or anyone in your home is experiencing: 
     >Child abuse  
     >Elder abuse  
     >Dependent adult abuse  
     >Teen dating violence 
     >Intimate partner violence (domestic violence) 
    The Kehilla Committee Against Abuse (CAA), working along side the Spiritual Life Practices Committee (SLPC), is 
here to help you become or remain safe.   If you are experiencing any kind of abuse, please call: Steven Falk, long-
time Kehilla member, at (510) 708-0517; Julie Patrusky, experienced domestic violence counselor and long-time 
Kehilla member, at (510) 528-0299; or Rabbi David at (510) 547-2424 x103.   Call the Shalom Bayit (Peace in the 
Home) helpline for counseling and advocacy for teen dating violence and domestic violence issues at: (866) SHALOM-
7 (742-5667) toll-free within the Bay Area or (510) 451-7233 (SAFE) outside the Bay Area.
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September 2016 
Fri., Sept. 2, NO Kabbalat Shabbat service tonight. 
Please join us on Friday night, Sept 16.  

Sat., Sept 3, 10:30am, Elul Shabbat Service on the 
Marina – Rosh Chodesh. Yes, it is one month to go to 
Rosh Hashanah and at this special outdoor service on 
the Marina we will celebrate the New Moon of Elul 
which includes Hallel, the musical holiday celebration 
prayers, led by Beth Dickinson. Discussion led by Rabbi 
David on our High Holy Day theme on our how our 
work on immigration and refugees connects to our 
Jewish path. Check the website for location. Bring a 
chair with you and prepare to dress warmly. Kiddush to 
follow.  Please bring vegetarian finger foods to share, if 
you are able.  

Tues., Sept. 6, 7:30pm. Middle East Peace Committee 
Meeting. Back classroom. 

Wed., Sept. 7, 7:50am Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room. (Enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview.)  Doors open at 7:50 a.m., 
short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30, 
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. 

Wed., Sept. 7, 6:30pm  Spiritual Life Practices 
Committee Meeting.  Fireside Room. 

Thurs., Sept. 8, 4-6pm. Kehilla School. Please enter 
through the kitchen door. 

Thurs., Sept. 8, 6:30pm. "700 Benches: 
Experiencing Biblical Hebrew." Taught by Jenna Kemp 
First class of the series.. (See details on p. 10)  

Fri., Sept. 9, 6:30pm, Friday Night Peace Walk with 
Rabbi David and OCO. This is an easy opportunity to 
really be part of the movement for peace in our own 
community led by Oakland Community Organizations’ 
Ceasefire campaign. Rabbi David has affirmed to OCO 
that we will try to have at least ten Kehilla folk join him 
at these walks for community peace.. The campaign is 
many-sided, including the training and mobilization of 
neighborhood peace interveners, the retraining of 
police, and a weekly peace walk with local 
congregations to support a “culture of peace and 
healing” in neighborhoods at risk. Rabbi David reports 
that he has done this about 10 times and it is an 

especially nice way to meet people from across the 
spectrum of Oakland communities.Meet inside First 
Mt. Sinai Church, 1970 86th Ave. For info, call 510-606-
5064.    

Sat., Sept. 10, 10am. Chai Elul Shabbat and New 
Member Welcome. Join our “Bima Team” for a 
spirited, musical service as we immerse in the month of 
Elul and prepare for the High Holy Days. Our newest 
members will receive a special honor during the Torah 
service, and we’ll kick off the morning with Ketzev 
Kehilla, our prayerful percussion orchestra. Come one, 
come all! Children most welcome! Vegetarian potluck 
luncheon to follow. Please bring a vegetarian dish to 
share.  Kiddush also sponsored by Ruth Goldstone & 
James Eder in honor of Ruth's mother Merle S. 
Goldstone's yartzheit. 

Mon., Sept. 12, 7pm. Book Discussion Group. We will 
discuss The Fixer by Bernard Malamud. Fireside Room. 
(See p. 8 for details.) 

Mon., Sept. 12, 7:30pm. Conversion Group. Buber 
Room. (See p. 10 for details.) 

Tues., Sept. 13, 7pm. Generosity Committee meeting. 
Fireside Room. 

Wed., Sept. 14, 7:50am Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room. (Enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview.)  Doors open at 7:50 a.m., 
short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30, 
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. 

Thurs., Sept. 15, 4-6pm. Kehilla School. Please enter 
through the kitchen door. 

Thurs., Sept. 15, 6:30pm. "700 Benches: 
Experiencing Biblical Hebrew." Taught by Jenna Kemp. 
(See details on p. 10.)  

Fri., Sept. 16, 5:30-7:30pm Solar Lights for Gaza 
Fundraiser and Pre-Shabbat Potluck: This is a special 
pre-Shabbat Service gathering and potluck meal 
organized by Kehilla’s Greening Committee and Middle 
East Peace Committee. The purpose is to raise 
tzedakah for Rebuilding Alliance’s project to provide 
solar lights for the residents of Gaza where electricity is 

Kehilla Community Synagogue 
1300 Grand Avenue (at Fairview) 

Piedmont, CA  94610 
(510) 547-2424 

Please come fragrance-free to all Kehilla events, 
for the health of people with respiratory conditions 

and chemical sensitivities. 
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often available for only four or five hours in a day. This 
is especially needed by children who would otherwise 
study at night by hazardous candle or kerosene light. 
(See article p. 8 .) Guest speaker: Donna Baranski-
Walker, founder of Rebuilding Alliance. We will have a 
Potluck Dinner in the Social Hall starting at 5:30.  Please 
bring a vegetarian or fish dish to share.  

Fri., Sept. 16, 7:30pm, Kabbalat Shabbat with Hazzan 
Shulamit, Julie Nesnansky, and Beth Dickinson. Join us 
for a soulful and spirited musical evening to welcome in 
the joy and peace of Shabbat.  Kiddush to follow. 
Please bring veggie finger foods to share! 

Sat., Sept. 17, 10:30am, Elul Shabbat Service with our 
Chevra Kadisha, at Kehilla led by Rabbi David, Hazzan 
Shulamit, and Julie Nesnansky. Celebrating the 
completion of our “Sh’mira Readings Project.” Sh’mira 
is the ritual of staying with the body of the deceased in 
the period preceding the funeral during which the 
shomer (“guardian”) traditionally reads from the book 
of psalms. For our members when they do Sh’mira, 
Kehilla’s Chevra Kadisha has assembled readings from 
innovative and interpretive translations of the psalms 
some of which we will read at this service. We will have 
a short Torah reading that morning with one aliyah. 
Deuteronomy 22:6-12. If you want to chant this, email 
Rabbi David.  In the Fireside Room. Kiddush sponsored 
by the Chevra Kadisha. 

Sat., Sept. 17, 3:30-6:30pm. Kehilla High Holy Days Art 
Reception. Fireside Room and throughout the building. 
(See announcement, p.4 for details.) 

Sun., Sept. 18, 3:30-7pm. A Community Forum on the 
Movement for Black Lives Platform Study & 
Conversation. With Kehilla leaders, staff, and 
members.  (See article, p. 9 for details.) Buber Room. 

Sun., Sept. 18, 1- 3 pm, “We Are the Bridge” Exhibit 
Reception at Osher Marin JCC in San Rafael. Sponsored 
by the Faith Trio (Kehilla, Islamic Cultural Center, 
Montclair Presbyterian). Includes at least two artists 
who are Kehilla members, Lea Delson and Susan 
Freundlich. 200 North San Pedro Rd. San Rafael 94903. 

Sun., Sept. 18, 2pm.  Yoga for Renewal. Rooted in 
Jewish Mystical Teachings. With Julie Emden of Jewish 
LearningWorks.  Co-sponsored by Kehilla.  4th Street 
Yoga, 1809C 4th Street, Berkeley, CA 94710. $25 Public 
/$20 members of co-sponsoring organizations. 
Register: tinyurl.com/yoga918.  

Sun., Sept. 18, 4pm. "Drumming As Prayer" class with 
Debbie Fier. Fireside Room. (See p. _ for details.) 

Wed., Sept. 21, 7:50am Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room (Enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview)  Doors open at 7:50 a.m., 

short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30, 
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. 

Wed., Sept. 21, 7pm. "Drumming As Prayer" class with 
Debbie Fier. Fireside Room. (See p. 11 for details.) 

Thurs., Sept. 22, 4-6pm. Kehilla School. Please enter 
through the kitchen door. 

Thurs., Sept. 22, 6:30pm. "700 Benches: 
Experiencing Biblical Hebrew." Taught by Jenna Kemp. 
Back classroom, main floor. (See details on p. 10.)  

Fri., Sept. 23,  6:-9:00 Bar/Bat Mitzvah Shabbat 
Celebration: This evening is for all Bar Bat Mitzvah 
family members and is a required part of the BBM 
Program. Come to the synagogue to welcome in the 
new school year and the New Year with a festive 
Shabbat evening. We will begin with a short table 
service followed by a vegetarian potluck.   Fireside 
Room & Sanctuary. 

Fri., Sept. 23,  6:30pm Tot Shabbat.  For babies and 
children up to 5 years old (or older if they enjoy it) and 
their grown-ups. Led by Jen Miriam Kantor, Alon 
Altman and Jen’s puppet friends. Please bring a 
vegetarian potluck dish.  Social Hall. Childcare will be 
provided upon request. 

Sat., Sept. 24, No Shabbat Morning service – Join us 
tonight for Pre-Holy Days Ingathering. 

Sat., Sept. 24. The Bird of Many Colors: A Pre-Holy 
Days Ingathering: 7:15pm schmooze with 
refreshments in the Social Hall, program begins at 8pm.  
Gather with us one week before Rosh Hashanah, as we 
turn together toward the Days of Awe. This year, rather 
than observing Selichot with a service, all are welcome 
to an evening of community, music, stories, meditation 
and reflection.  Join us in the social hall for a little nosh 
and socializing, followed by a program led by the 
Kehilla spiritual leadership and musical prayer leaders, 
as we focus our awareness and maybe set some 
intention for our experience of the holy days.   If you 
are new to Kehilla, or to Kehilla’s observance of the 
High Holydays, this evening is a lovely way to begin the 
experience.  If you’re accustomed to the Selichot 
services of the last few years, you’ll find a similar 
opportunity in this program for settling into intention 
and reflection. 

Sun., Sept. 25, 8:15am-4pm, ROPES course for Bar/Bat 
Mitzvah Students. Students will carpool together to 
the spectacular Fort Miley for a day of fun, adventure 
and an exploration of team building activities. BBM 
families will receive more information about this in the 
mail. 
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Sun., Sept. 25, 1:15-3:30 pm. Interfaith Environmental 
Activity with the Faith Trio (Kehilla, Islamic Cultural 
Center, Montclair Presbyterian). This interfaith activity 
involves removing non-native plants in Joaquin Miller 
Park. Four more volunteers from Kehilla are still 
needed. To volunteer, call Lea Delson 510-528-6725. 

Sun., Sept. 25, 9am. Joyfully Jewish for 
Kindergarteners. Back classroom, main floor. 

Sun., Sept. 25, 5pm. "Mrs. Reiff and the Counterfeit 
Shop," a staged play reading by Stephanie Anne 
Johnson. Sponsored by Kehilla. A touching portrait of 
the friendship between a Black teenager and a 
Holocaust survivor in the 1960s.(See details, p. 6.) 

Tues., Sept. 27, 6:45pm. (Dinner at 6:15)  Board of 
Trustees Meeting. All are welcome. Fireside  Room. 

Wed., Sept. 28, 7:50am Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room. (Enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview.)  Doors open at 7:50 a.m., 
short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30, 
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. 

Thurs., Sept. 29, 4-6pm. Kehilla School. Please enter 
through the kitchen door. 

Thurs., Sept. 29, 6:30pm. "700 Benches: 
Experiencing Biblical Hebrew." Taught by Jenna Kemp. 
Back classroom, main floor. (See details on p. 10.)  

Fri., Sept. 30.  No Services. 
 

October 2016 
Sat., Oct. 1, 10:30am, Elul Shabbat Service at Kehilla 
with Sharon Grodin and Julie Nesnanksy, a smaller 
service in the Fireside Room, with music and reflection.   
  
Sun., Oct. 2, 6:30pm, Erev Rosh Hashanah services at 
Scottish Rite Center, 1547 Lakeside Drive, Oakland.  For 
both adults and children, start at 6:30pm. Sermon by 
Rabbi Dev.  
 
Mon., Oct. 3. Rosh Hashanah services. SERVICES WILL 
END before 12:45! at Scottish Rite Center, 1547 
Lakeside Drive, Oakland. Our leaders are determined to 
conclude the service  in time for tashlich and lunch at a 
reasonable hour. 
8:30 – 9:15am. Silent Meditation Space - 3rd Floor 
9:30am – 12:40pm. Main Rosh Hashanah Morning 
Service, beginning with Ketzev Kehilla with Kehilla’s 
Spiritual Leaders, Hazzan Shulamit and our Musical 
Prayer Leaders 
10:00 – 11:15am. Family and Youth Service with Rabbi 
Dev Noily, Sandra Razieli, Natalie Boskin, and Musical 

Prayer Leader Beth Dickinson and surprise guests! 
Children, teens and adults welcome. 

10:15 - 11:15am. Rosh Hashanah Toddler Services with 
Jen Miriam and Alon Altman. Geared towards babies, 
tots, and kids up to 5 years olds and their grown ups or 
families. 
12:45-12:55pm, Tashlich at Lake Merritt (across the 
street from services) with Rabbi David. 

 Tues., Oct. 4, 9:30am-12:30pm, Second Day Rosh 
Hashanah Services at Kehilla, 1300 Grand Avenue, 
Piedmont, with Rabbi Chaya Gusfield and Eve Decker. 
Kehilla Sanctuary. Receive the replenishment of 
contemplative song, story, and silence. Rabbi Chaya 
Gusfield and Buddhist teacher and musician Eve Decker 
use the beautiful complement of Jewish and Buddhist 
teachings, music, and spiritual practices to delve deeply 
into the essence of this holy day. A more intimate 
service for the second day. 

Wed., Oct. 5, 7:50am Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room. (Enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview.)  Doors open at 7:50 a.m., 
short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30, 
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. 

Wed., Oct. 5, 6:30pm. Spiritual Life Practices 
Committee meeting. Fireside Room. 

Wed., Oct. 5, 7:30pm. Middle East Peace Committee 
Meeting. Fireside Room. 

Thurs., Oct. 6. No Kehilla School. 

Fri., Oct. 7, 7:30pm. NO Kabbalat Shabbat services. 
Please join us for Shabbat Shuva on Saturday morning, 
Oct 8. Our next Kabbalat Shabbat service with Hazzan 
Shulamit will be on November 4.   

Sat., Oct. 8, 10:30am. Shabbat Shuva Service at 
Kehilla.  Join Howard Hamburger and Julie Nesnansky 
for the special Shabbat service situated within the Ten 
Days of Awe. We take the themes of the High Holydays 
and we explore them in the context of Shabbat in a 
smaller service context. Kiddush sponsored by Beth 
Weinberger in memory of her mother, Frieda 
Weinberger, and by Amy Bat Tzipora in memory of her 
beloved Bubbies, Zaydies, mother and father. 

Mon., Oct. 10, 7pm.  Book Discussion Group.  We will 
discuss Mystics of Mile End by Sigal Samuel. Fireside 
Room. 

Tues., Oct. 11, 6:30pm. Kol Nidre Service (for grown 
ups) at Scottish Rite Center, 1547 Lakeside Drive, 
Oakland. Judaism’s most cherished prayer sung once a 
year, Kol Nidre, kicks off a day of collective 
introspection. Sermon by Rabbi David. 
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 Tues., Oct. 11, 6:30pm. Family Kol Nidre Service (for 
children and family) at Kehilla, 1300 Grand Avenue, 
Piedmont Led by Rabbi Dev Noily & Lior Ben-Hur.  
Geared toward children ages 6-12.  Children of all ages 
and adults welcome. 

Tues., Oct. 11, 6:30pm, Toddler Kol Nidre Service (for 
babies and tots) at Kehilla, 1300 Grand Avenue, 
Piedmont Led by Jen Miriam and Alon Altman.  A 
musical, spiritual journey geared toward kids up to 5 
years old and their grown ups.  

Wed., Oct. 12. Yom Kippur Morning Services 
at Scottish Rite Center, 1547 Lakeside Drive, Oakland 
8:30am- 9:15am, Silent Meditation Space 
9:30am,  Main Yom Kippur Morning Service 
10:00am- 11:00am, Youth Services  (6th - 8th grades) 

 Wed., Oct. 12. Yom Kippur Afternoon/Evening 
Services & Activities at Kehilla, 1300 Grand Avenue, 
Piedmont 
2:00- 4:30pm Drop off potluck offerings at Kehilla (or 
bring them at 7:45pm) 
2:30-3:30 pm Workshops 
4:30 pm Yizkor (Remembrance of those who died) 
5:15 pm Rabbi Burt sermon, Healing Service & 
Dukhanen (Priestly blessings) 
6:30 pm Ne’ila (Closing the Gates) 
8:00pm-9:30pm Community Pot Luck Break-Fast at 
Kehilla. Please bring a vegetarian main dish to share. 
Food can be dropped off at Kehilla between 2:00 & 
4:30 p.m., or at 7:45 p.m. 

Thurs., Oct. 13. No Kehilla School. 

Fri., Oct. 14, 6:30pm, Friday Night Peace Walk with 
OCO. Usually Rabbi David is on these walks but may be 
out of town this weekend. But Kehilla people have 
been coming, so it would be great to continue to have 
our shul’s participation in David’s absence. This is an 
easy opportunity to really be part of the movement for 
peace in our own community led by Oakland 
Community Organizations’ Ceasefire campaign. The 
campaign is many-sided including the training and 
mobilization of neighborhood peace interveners, the 
retraining of police, and a weekly peace walk with local 
congregations to support a “culture of peace and 
healing” in neighborhoods at risk. The neighbors there 
support these walks and it has always been peaceful 
and friendly. It’s a nice way to meet people from across 
the spectrum of Oakland communities who support 
Ceasefire efforts. Meet inside First Mt. Sinai Church, 
1970 86th Ave. For info, call 510-606-5064.   

Sat. Oct. 15, 10:30am. Shabbat Service with Sharon 
Grodin and Beth Dickinson. As we read the poem that 
comprises parashat Haazinu (Deuteronomy 32), we can 

see the influence of the theology of the prophets on 
this chapter. Of course, the prophets were centuries 
after Moses, so this is a much later insert into the 
Torah with a very different way of seeing God. What 
was this theology and how does it connect to later 
Jewish spirituality and to our social activism today? We 
will especially look at Deuteronomy 32:37-40. Kiddush 
to follow. Bring a veggy potluck dish to share. Fireside 
Room. 

Sun., Oct. 16, 11am-1pm. Kehilla Neighborhood 
Brunches. 

Sun., Oct. 16, 5:30pm. Chai Mitzvah Group. Back 
classroom, main floor.   (See details, p. 11.)  

Mon., Oct. 17, 7-9pm. Community Discussion of Ballot 
Propositions and Local Measures.  Sponsored by the 
Economic Justice Committee, the Greening Committee 
and Anti-Death Penalty Action Group. Social Hall. (See 
article, p. 17.) 

Mon., Oct. 17, 6:30pm. "Elements of Magical Judaism" 
class. Taught by Jude Elfe & Jonathan Furst. Sanctuary.  
(See p. 12 for details.) 

Wed., Oct. 19, 7:50am Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room. (Enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview.)  Doors open at 7:50 a.m., 
short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30, 
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. 

Wed., Oct. 19, 7pm. Economic Justice Committee 
Meeting. Social Hall. 

Thurs., Oct. 20, 4-6pm. Kehilla School. Please enter 
through the kitchen door. 

Fri., Oct. 21, 6:30pm, Sukkot Shabbat Friday Evening 
Potluck in the Sukkah. Bring the whole family and join 
us for a Sukkot dinner in the Sukkah (and/or Social 
Hall). This is not a ritual-heavy event – our major 
purpose is to celebrate and be happy, which is the very 
purpose the Torah describes for the holiday. We’ll do a 
few blessings, then a potluck dinner, conversation, 
perhaps a chance for kids to make sukkah decorations, 
and then, as you choose to, do the ritual of blessing the 
lulav palm frond and shaking in blessing to all the 
world’s directions with Rabbi David. At Kehilla 
Remember: Bring a veggy potluck dish to share and be 
joyous. 

Sat., Oct. 22, 10:30am. Sukkot Shabbat with Special 
Procession.  Appropriate for everyone in the family. 
Join Rabbi David & Julie Nesnansky as we celebrate 
Sukkot with a joyous musical service and processions 
(“hakafot”) with lulav followed by Kiddush in the 
sukkah. Bring veggie finger food to share. 
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Mon. Oct. 24. Simchat Torah Celebration at Chochmat 
HaLev  2215 Prince St., Berkeley at Fulton. 
Join with all the Bay Area Renewal communities for a 
night of sacred and ecstastic dancing to live music and 
special Torah chanting to celebrate the conclusion of 
our High Holy Day journey.    
6:00pm  Special Kids Celebration with Jen Miriam and 
Alon Altman, dance and sing around the Torah with  
puppets, music and friends 
6:30pm Vegetarian potluck dinner 
7:00 pm Maariv, Dancing and Torah service with the 
Shirat HaLev Musicians 
9:30 pm- Kiddush and refreshments 
Donation:  Members of participating organizations: 
$15-10   General Public $20-15   Children: $5 

Tues., Oct. 25, 6:45pm. (Dinner at 6:15)  Board of 
Trustees Meeting. All are welcome. Fireside  Room. 

Wed., Oct. 26, 7:50am Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room. (Enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview.)  Doors open at 7:50 a.m., 
short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30, 
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. 

Wed., Oct. 26, 7pm. A Class in the Poetic Word. Taught 
by Lenore Weiss. Fireside Room. (See p. 12 for details.) 

Thurs., Oct. 27, 4-6pm.  Kehilla School. Please enter 
through the kitchen door. 

Thurs., Oct. 27, 6:30pm. "700 Benches: 
Experiencing Biblical Hebrew." Taught by Jenna Kemp. 
(See details on p. 10)  

Fri., Oct. 28, 6:30pm, Tot Shabbat. For children up to 5 
years old (or older if they enjoy it) and their grown-ups. 
Led by Jen Miriam Kantor, Alon Altman and Jen’s 
puppet friends. Please bring a vegetarian potluck dish. 
In the Social Hall. 

Sat., Oct 29, 10:30am.  Shabbat Service and Torah 
Study with Rabbi David and Beth Dickinson. Here we go 
again! We are starting the Torah anew from the first 
parasha of the Torah. We will be looking at the mythic 
Garden of Eden story and how it has been 
reinterpreted in traditional and modern midrash (such 
as by Lilith Magazine and John Steinbeck). During the 
service, rather than chanting the Torah we will study 

and discuss Chapter 3 of Genesis. Followed by Kiddush. 
Bring veggie finger food to share. 

Sat., Oct.29, 9am. 30th annual Harmony Walk/Run to 
End Homelessness in Richmond, hosted by the Greater 
Richmond Interfaith Program (GRIP). Check-in 9:30am. 
Walk begins 10:30am.The web address with a link to 
our team page & further details will be provided in the 
Kehilla weekly e-mails. You can walk or run for as 
much, or as little, a distance as you want.  And, there 
will be a festival in the park after the walk. (See 
announcement, p. 14.) 

Sun., Oct. 30, 2:30-5:00, (1) Nuts and Bolts Workshop 
for Parents & (2) Interactive Discussion with Shalom 
Bayit for Bar/Bat Mitzvah Students 
(1) is required for parents, (2) is highly recommended 
for Students 
   Parents who have previously gone through the 
program will be coming to and share their nuts and 
bolts experiences about planning for the whole year, 
including sharing details about how to keep things 
organized, as well as kiddush and party planning. 
Simultaneously, Zephira Derblich-Milea from Shalom 
Bayit will be presenting her award-winning workshop, 
“Love Shouldn’t Hurt.” www.shalom-bayit.org/teen 
In this workshop, students will have the opportunity to 
learn and discuss about how to build and maintain 
healthy relationships.    
For questions or to request childcare for BBM related 
activities, contact sandra@kehillasynagogue.org.  

Mon., Oct. 31, 6:30-9:30pm. "Elements of Magical 
Judaism" class. Taught by Jude Elfe & Jonathan Furst. 
Sanctuary.  (See p. 12 for details.) 

Sat., Nov. 5, 6:45pm. Annual Harvest Dinner of the 
Faith Trio (Kehilla, Islamic Cultural Center, Montclair 
Presbyterian). Come early at 6:15 if you would like to 
be present at the Muslim evening prayer. Followed by 
multi-faith blessings before dinner. Designated potluck: 
Kehilla members bring veggy salads (fish okay). 
Muslims, Jews and Christians eating together and an 
opportunity to discuss the subject of the evening: 
Solidarity: A Spiritual Necessity. At the Islamic Cultural 
Center, 1433 Madison Street, Oakland. 
 

 
  

http://www.shalom-bayit.org/teen
mailto:sandra@kehillasynagogue.org.
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Kehilla Community Synagogue 
Please use the following number for all staff:  (510) 547-2424 

Co-Rabbi, David J. Cooper 
Rabbidavid@kehillasynagogue.org 

Co-Rabbi, Dev Noily  
RabbiDev@kehillasynagogue.org 

Executive Director,  Michael Saxe-Taller 
Michael@kehillasynagogue.org 

Managing Director, Beth Bittle 
Beth@kehillasynagogue.org 

Hazzan Shulamit Wise Fairman 
Shulamit@kehillasynagogue.org 

Bar/Bat Mitvzah Program Director, Sandra Razieli 
Sandra@kehillasynagogue.org 

Founding Rabbi, Burt Jacobson   (510) 283-5704 
RabBurt@earthlink.net 
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Communications Coordinator,  
Sasha Gottfried 
Sasha@kehillasynagogue.org 

Youth Programs Coordinator,  
Natalie Boskin  
Natalie@kehillasynagogue.org 

Bookkeeper, Molly Melamed 
Molly@kehillasynagogue.org 

Events Line: 

Fax: (510) 547-2442 

Chevra Kadisha: 
Jane Hoberman: 510-843-6047 

Committee Against Abuse: 
Steven Falk: 510-339-0517 

Spiritual Life Practices Committee Chair:  
Shoshana Finacom 
Spirituallife@kehillasynagogue.org 
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              High Holy Days 5777/2016 
                     Seeking Shelter in the Days of Awe:  
            Immigrants and Refugees, Longing and Home 
                                                    by Rabbi Dev Noily 

     In March of this year a 
group of Kehilla members 
working on immigration 
issues called a meeting to 
connect people in our 
community who are involved 

in all kinds of work and service with immigrants and 
refugees, and the laws and policies affecting them. 
    Here are some of the ways people who came to the 
meeting are engaged: 

 Working with Nueva Esperanza to form 
accompaniment teams who provide direct 
support to newly arrived Central American 
immigrants; 

 Supporting LGBT refugees through the Jewish 
Family and Community Services of the East 
Bay LGBT refugee resettlement program ; 

 Working with Jewish Voice for Peace doing 
neighborhood canvassing focused on 
welcoming refugees and ending Muslim 
profiling; 

 Participating in monthly vigils at the ICE West 
County Detention Facility to support 
immigrant detainees and their families; 

 Exploring Kehilla's potential to be a sanctuary 
synagogue for those who face deportation; 

 Providing legal or counseling services to 
immigrants; 

 Providing direct or financial support for Syrian 
and other refugees in Europe, through the 
Hebrew Immigrant Aid Society (HIAS) and 
other agencies; 

 Working with the East Bay Interfaith 
Immigration Coalition; 

 Providing support to Syrian refugees coming 
to the U.S. 

    I left that meeting inspired and moved by the 
incredible energy among people in the Kehilla 
community.  There are so many ways that so many 
people are supporting immigrants and refugees, 

fighting against deportations and human rights 
abuses, and advocating for policy changes that reflect 
our commitment to welcome people who are fleeing 
war, persecution and social and economic turmoil.   
    One thing that came up at the meeting was the 
need to let more people know about the work that’s 
happening, and to help more people join in.  How 
could we get word out about where contributions are 
needed and how people contribute—whether 
someone has an occasional few hours or dollars to 
give, or has housing to share, or can offer an ongoing 
gift of time? 
    When the Spiritual Leadership team (Rabbi David, 
Hazzan Shulamit, Avi Rose, Rabbi Burt, Howard 
Hamburger, Sandra Razieli, Sharon Grodin and myself) 
met to consider our theme for this year’s High Holy 
Days, “immigrants and refugees” emerged as a 
compelling choice.  We saw at least a trio of 
interconnected reasons to dig into this ground:  (1) the 
urgent humanitarian and justice issues underlying the 
unprecedented migration underway, (2) the energy 
already flowing in Kehilla to address the crises, and (3) 
the potential for our coming together for High Holy 
Days to help more people respond to the crises.  
    One more reason to let ourselves be guided by this 
theme is its profoundly rich spiritual terrain.  
Experiences of seeking refuge, migrating, yearning for 
home and offering harbor and kindness to those 
fleeing from danger open up the big questions that all 
of us sometimes face in moments of stillness.  What is 
the sense of disorientation, separateness or apartness 
that we sometimes feel? How do we come to be at 
home in the world and in ourselves? What is our 
longing for connection and at-one-ment—where does 
it come from, and where can it lead us? What are our 
personal and communal histories of migration and 
how do they shape us? How can we move toward 
harmony and balance between our unique individual 
experience and our shared connection to all that is? 

[continued on p. 19]
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Renew Your Membership Now! 
    Kehilla members in good standing will automatically 

receive complimentary admission to High Holy Day 
services when you renew your membership for 2015-16.  

Your admission to High Holy Day services will be your 
name at the door, along with your name tag.  

    To renew your membership, please visit our website at 
www.KehillaSynagogue.org.     

 

Discounts 
On First-Time Membership 

    We are offering a discount on membership dues 
through December 1, 2016. Dues are $200 for Adults 
under 30, and $660 for Adults 30 and over, and will 
include tickets to all High Holy Day services. Conversely, 
any payment made for High Holy Day tickets can be 
applied to the cost of membership. Payment plans can be 
arranged. 

   Visit the website at www.KehillaSynagogue.org and 
click on “JOIN” for more information, or  contact Sasha at 
(510) 547-2424 x100 or Sasha@KehillaSynagogue.org.   

 

 

High Holy Day Tickets  
for the General Public 

Tickets to services  for the general public can be 
ordered on the website at 

http://kehillasynagogue.org/highholydays/  

Tickets will also be available 
 for purchase at the door. 

High Holy Days Schedule 
The Bird of Many Colors:  

A Pre-Holy Days Ingathering 
Saturday, September 24  

Social hour at 7:15, Program at 8pm 

Erev Rosh Hashanah at Scottish Rite Center  
Sunday, October 2, 6:30pm  

Rosh Hashanah at Scottish Rite Center  
Monday, October 3, 9:30am  

Rosh Hashanah Family & Youth Service 
 at Scottish Rite Center 
Monday, October 3, 10am 

Rosh Hashanah Toddler Services 
at Scottish Rite Center 

Monday, October 3, 10:15am 

Second Day Rosh Hashanah at Kehilla  
Tuesday, October 4, 9:30am 

Shabbat Shuvah at Kehilla 
Saturday, October 8, 10:30am 

Kol Nidre at Scottish Rite Center 
 Tuesday, October 11, 6:30pm  

Kol Nidre Family Service at Kehilla  
Tuesday, October 11, 6:30pm 

Kol Nidre Toddler Service at Kehilla  
Tuesday, October 11, 6:30pm 

Yom Kippur Day at Scottish Rite Center  
Wednesday, October 12, 9:30am  

Yom Kippur Youth Service for 6th-8th Graders 
at Scottish Rite Center 

Wednesday, October 12, 10am 

Yom Kippur Afternoon/Evening at Kehilla 
Wednesday, October 12 

2:00-4:30pm: Drop off potluck offerings* 
2:30-3:30pm: Workshops 

 4:30pm: Yizkor (Remembrance) 
5:15pm: Rabbi Burt Teaching, Healing Service & Dukhanen  

6:30pm: Ne’ila (Closing the Gates) 
8pm: Community Potluck Break-fast 

*Please bring a vegetarian main dish to share. Food can be 
dropped off at Kehilla between 2:00 & 4:30pm or at 7:45pm 

 

 

KKeehhiillllaa  HHiigghh  HHoollyy  DDaayyss  
22001166//55777777 

http://www.KehillaSynagogue.org.
http://www.KehillaSynagogue.org
mailto:Sasha@KehillaSynagogue.org.
http://kehillasynagogue.org/highholydays/
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Executively Speaking  
A New Year: Looking Ahead 

                                         by Michael Saxe-Taller, Executive Director 
      

       It is again that time of the Jewish 
cycle when we reflect on the past year    
and imagine the one that is coming.   
     This year, my first full Jewish year at 
Kehilla, was filled with important 

moments and solid growth for us as a congregation. We 
finished the year a stronger, more cohesive community. 
We have increased our membership, solidified our 
finances, updated our technology, prepared for an 
upcoming rabbinic transition and developed even more 
committed congregant leaders (for specifics, see my June 
Kol Kehilla article at http://kehillasynagogue.org/oh-
what-a-year/. I think we can be proud of all that we did 
to strengthen our community and to make constructive 
change in the communities around us. 
     I am jazzed for the year that is coming up. We enter 
the year planted on firm ground,  prepared to face the 
next important set of challenges for us as a community. I 
think these include: 
     Caring for our building – Our physical home is in need 
of some significant repair. In addition, we want our 
building to be more accessible and more welcoming to 
our own community and to those who join us.  
     Completing our Rabbinic transition – Rabbis David and 
Dev will be serving as Co-Rabbis for this year until the  

 
next stage of the transition occurs in July 2017. We will 
have many chances to appreciate Rabbi David for his 
years of work and to prepare for Rabbi Dev’s step into 
the senior rabbinic role. We will also be searching for a 
dynamic new Director of Kehilla School to join our Kehilla 
leadership team.  
     Addressing the issues of a growing community – 
Kehilla grew by 25 member households in the past year 
and we have reason to think that we will continue to 
grow this year as well. We will need to put attention to 
welcoming our new members, as well as to how we 
maintain our intimacy and individual care while we grow. 
     Thinking about our next 5-10 years – As our present 
day situation has become stable, we now have the 
opportunity to image our future as a congregation and to 
strategize and prioritize the steps that will get us there.    
The Kehilla Board and many of our other committees will 
have opportunities to do this kind of thinking. 
     I am excited for the opportunity to engage with you 
this year on these issues and on the many other aspects 
of Kehilla life.  
     May we all have a sweet year of working, building, 
growing and celebrating together as a community. 
L’Shana Tova

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

It's Membership Renewal Time! 

    It is time again for you to renew your annual Kehilla dues pledge. 

     We are excited to have a new membership renewal and registration process, a result of another one of our 
year’s major accomplishments - a new, upgraded database. We now have one form that is used for membership 
renewals, new memberships and religious school registrations. The form will combine all fees and allow you to 
set up a payment plan. We will also be able to automatically update your contact information into the database.  

     We strongly encourage everyone to renew their membership electronically. If you need a paper registration 
form, please contact Sasha Gottfried at 510-547-2424 x100 or Sasha@kehillasynagogue.org  

     You have recently received a letter and a couple of emails outlining the renewal/registration process. You can 
access the renewal/registration form by going to the to the Kehilla website or to the link in the renewal emails.  

     We deeply appreciate your membership in this community and look forward to another year together! 

  

http://kehillasynagogue.org/oh-
mailto:Sasha@kehillasynagogue.org
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Chai Elul Shabbat & 
New Member Welcome 

Saturday, September 10, 10am 

      Join our “Bima Team” for a spirited, musical service as 
we immerse in the month of Elul and prepare for the High 
Holy Days. Our newest members will receive a special 
honor during the Torah service, and we’ll kick off the 
morning with Ketzev Kehilla, our prayerful percussion 
orchestra. Come one, come all! Children most welcome! 
Vegetarian potluck luncheon to follow. Please bring a 
vegetarian dish to share.  Kiddush also sponsored by Ruth 
Goldstone & James Eder in honor of Ruth's mother Merle 
S. Goldstone's yartzheit. 

 

Solar Lights for Gaza Fundraiser & 
 Pre-Shabbat Potluck 

Friday, September 16, 5:30pm 
     This is a special pre-Shabbat Service gathering and 
potluck meal organized by Kehilla’s Greening Committee 
and Middle East Peace Committee. The purpose is to raise 
tzedakah for Rebuilding Alliance’s project to provide solar 
lights for the residents of Gaza where electricity is often 
available for only four or five hours in a day. This is 
especially needed by children who would otherwise study 
at night by hazardous candle or kerosene light. Guest 
speaker: Donna Baranski-Walker, founder of Rebuilding 
Alliance. We will have a Potluck Dinner in the Social Hall 
starting at 6:00.  Please bring a vegetarian or fish dish to 
share.  Followed by Kabbalat Shabbat Service at 7:30. (See 
article, p. 8.) 

 

Elul Shabbat Service with  
the Chevra Kadisha 

Saturday, September 17, 10:30am 

     Led by Rabbi David, Hazzan Shulamit, and Julie 
Nesnansky. Celebrating the completion of our “Sh’mira 
Readings Project.” Sh’mira is the ritual of staying with the 
body of the deceased in the period preceding the funeral 
during which the shomer (“guardian”) traditionally reads 
from the book of psalms. For our members, when they do 
Sh’mira, Kehilla’s Chevra Kadisha has assembled readings 
from innovative and interpretive translations of the psalms, 
some of which we will read at this service. We will have a 
short Torah reading that morning with one aliyah. 
Deuteronomy 22:6-12. If you want to chant this, email 
Rabbi David.  In the Fireside Room. Kiddush sponsored by 
the Chevra Kadisha. 

A Community Forum on the  
Movement for Black Lives Platform 

Study & Conversation 
Sunday September 18, 3:30 – 7:00pm 

     Join us as we come together to study the 
platform as a community and to listen deeply to 
what the Movement’s leaders are saying. Rabbi 
David, Rabbi Dev, Hazzan Shulamit, and Rabbi Burt 
have endorsed the Movement for Black Lives 
Platform as individuals.  We invite you to read the 
entire platform, either ahead of time or at the 
Forum.   
    Our intention is to create a community forum 
that centers the Platform’s demands for racial and 
economic justice, while making space for the 
complex emotional responses that may arise for us 
in relationship to Jewish identity, racial identity and 
all the aspects of ourselves that make each of us 
who we are. 
    ( See article on p. 9 for details.)  

Kehilla High Holy Days Art Reception 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Saturday, September 17, 3:30-6:30pm 

     Kehilla is honored to present a group show 
reflecting this year’s High Holy Days theme of 
Immigrants. Refugees. Longing. Home. For the first 
time, Kehilla will be using art to deepen our 
individual and collective connection to the High Holy 
Days. 
     Over 20 Kehilla members have contributed more 
than 30 pieces, including sketches, paintings, mixed 
media, ceramics, photos, and narrative. The work is 
both beautiful and powerful. We invite you to join us 
at the artists’ reception.  Thanks to the talent and 
generosity of our congregation, art will be displayed 
not only in the Fireside Room but throughout the 
synagogue. Light refreshments will be served. We 
look forward to seeing you there! 

 



 5

A Gym for Writers 
     Have you always wanted to explore writing and 
other writers, but need a supportive environment 
to get the ink going? Here's an open invitation for 
all those who'd like to discuss forming a Jewish-
based writing group. 
     The possibilities might include — a place where 
we can generate new writing based on prompts 
and other self-starters, exchange information 
about our favorite Jewish writers and poets, read 
together, or something else.  
      If interested, please contact Lenore Weiss at 
webcontentlw@gmail.com  with "Gym for 
Writers"  in the subject line.   

Yoga for Renewal: 
Rooted in Jewish Mystical Teachings 

with Julie Emden of Jewish LearningWorks 

 

Sunday, September 18, 2:00-4:00pm 

     Integrate, mind, body, heart and spirit. Enhance 
your practices for living in balance and wellness with 
this gentle, grounded Iyengar-based yoga and 
movement practice infused with themes of 
realignment and renewal for the Jewish New Year. 

     Location:  4th Street Yoga, 1809 4th St., Berkeley 
     Cost:  $25.   Register: yogasept20.eventbrite.com 

     Co-sponsored by 4th Street Yoga, Chochmat HaLev, 
Congregation Netivot Shalom, Kehilla Community 

Synagogue, Temple Sinai Oakland. 

     Contact: jemden@jewishlearningworks.org 
About Julie Emden:  Julie directs the Embodied Jewish 
Learning Initiative at Jewish LearningWorks. A graduate of 
five fellowship and certification programs related to her 
work as a Jewish Educator and as a Yoga, Movement and 
Dance Instructor, Julie holds a BA from the University of 
Michigan. She holds teaching certifications in Iyengar-
based yoga from the Yoga Room in Berkeley, in Yoga and 
Jewish Spirituality from Elat Chayyim Center for Jewish 
Spirituality, and in Movement-based Expressive Arts from 
Tamalpa Institute.  

 “We Are the Bridge” Exhibit Reception 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Sunday, September 18, 1- 3 pm 
     This exhibit showcases works by artists of multiple 
faith traditions, and is sponsored by the Faith Trio 
(Kehilla, Islamic Cultural Center, and Montclair 
Presbyterian).  It includes a large selection from the 
May 2015 interfaith exhibition held at the Islamic 
Cultural Center of Northern California. Kehilla artists 
Tamar Raine, Susan Freundlich and Lea Delson are 
represented in this exhibit, along with many other 
wonderful artists.  Free Reception with Music. 

 At Osher Marin JCC  
 200 North San Pedro Rd. San Rafael 

 
Mission Dolores Window by Lea Delson 

 

The Bird of Many Colors: 
A Pre-Holy Days Ingathering 

Saturday, September 24 
Shmooze: 7:15pm  Program: 8pm 

     Gather with us one week before Rosh Hashanah, as 
we turn together toward the Days of Awe. This year, 
rather than observing Selichot with a service, all are 
welcome to an evening of community, music, stories, 
meditation and reflection.  

      Join us in the social hall for a little nosh and 
socializing, followed by a program led by the Kehilla 
spiritual leadership and musical prayer leaders, as we 
focus our awareness and maybe set some intention for 
our experience of the holy days.   If you are new to 
Kehilla, or to Kehilla’s observance of the High Holydays, 
this evening is a lovely way to begin the experience.  If 
you’re accustomed to the Selichot services of the last 
few years, you’ll find a similar opportunity in this 
program for settling into intention and reflection. 

 

mailto:webcontentlw@gmail.com
mailto:jemden@jewishlearningworks.org
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"Mrs. Reiff And The Counterfeit Shop" 
by Stephanie Anne Johnson 

A Staged Play Reading 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Sunday, September 25, 5pm 

     We are delighted to present a staged reading of 
Stephanie Anne Johnson’s newest play. This 
autobiographical portrait begins when teenaged 
Stephanie looks into the window of an art store in 
Englewood, New Jersey. 
      Welcomed by Mrs. Reiff, the owner of the 
Counterfeit Shop, they develop a decades long 
friendship which transcends age, culture, race, and 
religion. There are flashbacks to highlight this 
historical moment on the East Coast when Black 
people and Jewish people shared common cause in 
the quest for social justice. A surprising cultural 
intersection is revealed at the end of the play. 
      Susan Felix, Bruce Bierman, and Stephanie Anne 
Johnson will be the readers. Bruce Bierman will lead 
participants in Jewish dance before an open 
discussion of this play in development.   
     People of all ages are welcome to attend this 
event.  Admission is free. Donations for the actors 
and technician will be gratefully accepted. 

In the Sanctuary 

 

Sukkot Shabbat: 
Friday Evening Potluck in the Sukkah 

 
Friday, October 21, 6:30pm 

    Bring the whole family and join us for a Sukkot 
dinner in the Sukkah (and/or Social Hall). This is not a 
ritual-heavy event – our major purpose is to 
celebrate and be happy which is the very purpose 
the Torah describes for the holiday. We’ll do a few 
blessings, then a potluck dinner, conversation, 
perhaps a chance for kids to make sukkah 
decorations, and then, as you choose to, do the ritual 
of blessing the lulav palm frond and shaking in 
blessing to all the world’s directions with Rabbi 
David.   Remember: Bring a veggie potluck dish to 
share and be joyous! (Fish okay, but no shellfish, 
please.) 

 

Annual Harvest Dinner of the Faith Trio 
“Solidarity: A Spiritual Necessity”  

 

 
Saturday evening, November 5 

 
6:15 Come early if you would like to be present at the 
Muslim evening service 
6:45 Multi-Faith Blessings, Potluck Dinner (see below) 
and Conversation 
 
     The Faith Trio is an alliance of Kehilla Community 
Synagogue, Islamic Cultural Center of Northern 
California, and Montclair Presbyterian Church. Every 
year we hold an autumn gathering. Often we have a 
theme for discussion at the tables. The opening 
question this year: “What is your earliest memory of an 
experience where you met someone from another 
religious background?” Our discussions will focus on 
the spiritual necessity for interfaith solidarity.  
Designated potluck: Kehilla members bring veggy 
salads (fish okay). 

At the Islamic Cultural Center of Northern California 
1433 Madison Street, Oakland near 14th Street 
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Kehilla Neighborhood Brunches Return! 
Sunday, October 16, 11:00am-1:00pm

If you have ever wanted to find out more about the 
Kehilla members in your neighborhood and to make 
connections in your local village - come to a Kehilla 
Neighborhood Brunch!   This year our brunch is on the 
day of the first evening of Sukkot. 

WHERE: We expect to have hosts for Berkeley, 
Richmond, South Oakland and the 
Rockridge/Temescal/Grand Lake/Piedmont area of 
Oakland. WHAT: The hosts will provide juice, coffee 
and tea.   

Guests are asked to bring vegetarian brunch items to 
share. 

Save the Date and look for further announcements in 
the weekly emails or call the office!  We hope to see 
you there!  If you are willing to volunteer your home, 
please email chesed@kehillasynagogue.org.  Your offer 
will be much appreciated. 

Shalom, 
The Chesed Committee 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Erev Simchat Torah Celebration!  
Monday, October 24 

 

 

 

 

at Chochmat HaLev   
2215 Prince St., Berkeley at Fulton. 

Join with all the Bay Area Renewal communities for 
a night of sacred and ecstastic dancing to live 
music and special Torah chanting to celebrate the 
conclusion of our High Holy Day journey.    

6:00pm  Special Kids Celebration with Jen Miriam 
and Alon Altman, dance and sing around the Torah 
with  puppets, music and friends 

6:30pm Vegetarian potluck dinner 

7:00 pm Maariv, Dancing and Torah service with 
the Shirat HaLev Musicians 

9:30 pm- Kiddush and refreshments 

Donation:  Members of participating organizations: 
$15-10   General Public $20-15   Children: $5 

Save the Date! 

The Buddha & The Ba’al Shem Tov 
With Zoketsu Norman Fischer, Rabbi Burt Jacobson &  

Rabbi Dev Noily  
Come celebrate Rabbi Burt's 80th Birthday! 

Saturday Evening, November 19, 7:30pm 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

   Our own visionary teacher Rabbi Burt and noted poet, 
meditation teacher and Zen Buddhist priest, Norman 
Fischer will be in dialogue, moderated by Rabbi Dev. They 
will explore parallels in the teaching and lives of the 
Buddha and the Ba’al Shem Tov, two enlightened teachers 
who saw the Divine everywhere, and taught the spiritual 
values of mystery, compassion, love and joy. 

   Come and celebrate Rabbi Burt’s 80th birthday and 50th 
year in the rabbinate! The dialogue will be followed by 
delectable desserts and drinks in the Social Hall. 

   PLEASE NOTE – We will be celebrating Rabbi Burt’s 80th 
throughout Shabbat on November 18 & 19.  We will have 
Kabbalat Shabbat services and oneg on Friday night, and 
special Shabbat morning services and lunch on Saturday. 

Sanctuary 
 

 

 

 

mailto:chesed@kehillasynagogue.org.
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Book Discussion Group 
All Kehilla members are welcome to join us for our customary meetings on the second Monday of the month at 7pm in 
the Fireside Room. These books are from the San Francisco Jewiish Community Library and there might be copies to 
borrow. 

Monday, September 12, 7pm 
The Fixer by Bernard Malamud 

     The Fixer (1966) is Bernard Malamud's best-known 
and most acclaimed novel -- one that makes manifest his 
roots in Russian fiction, especially that of Isaac Babel.  
Set in Kiev in 1911 during a period of heightened anti-
Semitism, the novel tells the story of Yakov Bok, a Jewish 
handyman blamed for the brutal murder of a young 
Russian boy. Bok leaves his village to try his luck in Kiev, 
and after denying his Jewish identity, finds himself 
working for a member of the anti-Semitic Black 
Hundreds Society. When the boy is found nearly drained 
of blood in a cave, the Black Hundreds accuse the Jews of 
ritual murder. Arrested and imprisoned, Bok refuses to 
confess to a crime that he did not commit. 
 

 

Monday, October 10, 7pm 
Mystics of Mile End by Sigal Samuel 

     Sigal Samuel’s debut novel, in the vein of Nicole 
Krauss’s bestselling The History of Love, is an imaginative 
story that delves into the heart of Jewish mysticism, 
faith, and family. In the half-Hasidic, half-hipster 
Montreal neighborhood of Mile End, eleven-year-old Lev 
Meyer is discovering that there may be a place for 
Judaism in his life. As he learns about science in his day 
school, Lev begins his own extracurricular study of the 
Bible’s Tree of Knowledge with neighbor Mr. Katz, who is 
building his own Tree out of trash. Meanwhile his sister 
Samara is secretly studying for her Bat Mitzvah with 
next-door neighbor and Holocaust survivor, Mr. 
Glassman. All the while his father, David, a professor of 
Jewish mysticism, is a non-believer. 

 
Solar Lights for Gaza Fundraiser & 

 Pre-Shabbat Potluck 
Please join Kehilla’s Greening and Middle East Peace Committees for a potluck dinner on  

September 16 at 5:30pm and fundraiser to support the children of Gaza. 

         Gaza is still recovering from fifty-one days of 
bombing in 2014. Electricity, water, and sewage systems 
are all still very fragile, and more than 17,000 people are 
still in temporary housing. Families there are affected 
daily by rolling black-outs. Far too often electricity is 
only available for 4 hours per day. Children must do 
their homework by dangerous kerosene lamps or 
candlelight. For the last year, the Rebuilding Alliance, a 
local non-profit organization, has been fundraising and 
shpping solar powered lights to Non-Governmental 
Organizations in Gaza. Our goal is to help raise funds to 
help them send the next pallet of 1,920 solar-powered 
lights to Gaza's children. 
     Our speaker for the evening will be Donna Baranski-
Walker, founder and Executive Director of Rebuilding 
Alliance, who was in Gaza in April to distribute the first 
pallet of solar lights. Rebuilding Alliance is working with 
Palestinian Non-Governmental Organizations in Gaza to 
distribute the solar lights to children and families in 
need. Donna will explain how Rebuilding Alliance is able 
to send the solar-powered lights through the blockade 
following pre-clearance by both Palestinian and Israeli 
Customs. She also will tell us about their NGO partners 
and some of the families she visited in Gaza. This will be 

a rare opportunity to hear directly from someone who 
has spent time in Gaza supporting children and families.  
     Rebuilding Alliance has already delivered three pallets 
of solar lights so children in Gaza can safely study and 
spend time with their families. There are 700,000 
children in Gaza.  Please join us on Sept. 16th to help 
Rebuilding Alliance send more Luci Lights to Gaza's 
children. 
     We will have a Potluck Dinner in the Social Hall 
starting at 5:30. Please bring a vegetarian or fish dish to 
share.  
     And please join us after dinner and the presentation 
for a spirited, musical Kabbalat Shabbat service to sing, 
meditate, dance, and rest in the joy and peace of 
Shabbat. Led by Hazzan Shulamit and Julie Nesnansky. 
     We hope you can join us on September 16 to hear first 
hand from our guest about her experience personally 
delivering solar lights to Gaza. But if you can’t make it, 
please make a donation to this great project!  
     You can donate at this link: 
https://commitchange.com/ca/burlingame-
94010/rebuilding-alliance/events/kehilla-for-gazas-
children 

https://commitchange.com/ca/burlingame-
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You’re Invited: 
A Community Forum on the Movement for Black Lives Platform: 

Study & Conversation 

Sunday September 18, 3:30 – 7:00pm 
by Rabbi Dev Noily 

     In early August the Movement for Black Lives 
Platform was published.  Organizers described their 
project this way: 

In response to the sustained and increasingly visible 
violence against Black communities in the U.S. and 
globally, a collective of more than 50 organizations 
representing thousands of Black people from across 
the country have come together with renewed 
energy and purpose to articulate a common vision 
and agenda. 
Our resistance and rebellion are not new, but like 
other times in history have come to a critical mass, 
and the bravery of those in Ferguson and across 
the country captured the attention of the world. A 
year ago, over 2,000 of us gathered in Cleveland to 
reflect on the state of our movement for liberation 
and celebrate our people, both those who have 
fallen and those who have survived. It was there 
that we began the process of uniting to articulate a 
shared vision of the world we want to live in. 

     The Platform articulates that sweeping and radical 
vision for racial and economic justice. It addresses 
reparations, education, healthcare, housing, policing, 
militarization (domestic and foreign), incarceration, 
criminalization, community control, and other aspects 
of U.S. society and policy that impact Black lives. 
     We’re excited to come together to study the 
platform as a community and to listen deeply to what 
the Movement’s leaders are saying. Rabbi David, 
Hazzan Shulamit, Rabbi Burt and I have endorsed the 
Movement for Black Lives Platform as individuals.  As I 
read the Platform I felt the tectonic plates of racial 
injustice in our country begin to shift.  In the profound 
language of the background pieces I could hear more 
of the stories of Black lives, deepening my awareness 
of the differences between my experience as White 
person and the experiences of so many Black people I 

live alongside.   I heard the Platform as a call to listen 
to Black voices, as a call to compassion, and as a call to 
join more fully in the M4BL struggle to root out the 
injustice that continues to rot the core of our country.  
This feels like an extraordinary historic moment to me, 
and I feel humbled and grateful for the Movement for 
Black Lives as path to justice for all of us. 
     We’d like Kehilla to consider endorsing the Platform 
as an organization as well. This Forum will be our first 
communal conversation about the Platform, and will 
help us to discern the next steps in this process.   
     The primary focus of our learning and 
conversations will be the current and historic 
experiences of Black people in the U.S., and the ways 
that White supremacy has operated, and continues to 
operate in our society and in our souls. 
     We invite you to read the entire platform, either 
ahead of time or at the September 18 Community 
Forum.  The first part of the afternoon will be devoted 
to studying the Platform.  You will find links to a 
summary of the Platform, and to the deeper analysis 
of each of its six parts on our website at this link: 
http://kehillasynagogue.org/event/a-community-
forum-on-the-movement-for-black-lives-platform-
study-conversation/  
     After doing text study with the Platform we’ll have 
a break and a nosh/snack.  The second half of the 
afternoon will be a compassionate listening-style 
session, where people gather in facilitated small 
groups to share their responses, reactions to and 
questions about the platform.  We will have at least 
one small group for People of Color.  We’ll end with 
everyone coming together to share highlights from the 
small group conversations.  You may come for the 
whole time, or just the first half, or just the second 
half.   [continued on p. 13.]

 

http://kehillasynagogue.org/event/a-community-
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New Adult Education Classes Fall 2016 

To Register for Classes: You can register and pay online at www.KehillaSynagogue.org (click on the 
"LEARN" link and then click on Adult Education), or send check payable to Kehilla to Kehilla, 

 1300 Grand Ave., Piedmont, CA 94610.  

 
 
“700 Benches: Experiencing Biblical Hebrew” 
Class 
Begins September 8, 6:30pm 
Taught by Jenna Kemp 
Have you ever wanted to read and understand Torah 
Hebrew? As a first phase in the launch of Kehilla’s new 
“700 Benches” beit-midrash program,  Kehilla is 
offering  a class designed to be an immersive 
experience in the language and structure of biblical 
Hebrew. What do we mean by “immersive?" Think of 
once a week jumping into the deep end of the pool—
with water wings as needed, swim buddies, and a 
lifeguard. 
This class is a multi-level beit-midrash in which 
students will learn the grammar that will allow them 
to begin reading biblical Hebrew without an English 
translation. Working primarily in chevrutah (pairs, 
small groups), we will learn grammar together, while 
simultaneously reading biblical narrative in Hebrew. 
People at all levels of Hebrew abilities are encouraged 
to join. Students will be expected to do some 
homework and memorization, but the emphasis is on 
concepts and resources that will allow you to begin to 
“swim” on your own! 
If you are interested in the class, but need some work 
on your aleph-bet, you will find resources to help get 
you up to speed on our website at this link: 
http://kehillasynagogue.org/online-hebrewbiblical-
text-resources/ 
Prerequisite: Aleph-bet and Vowels 
Dates:  Thursdays, Sept. 8- Sept. 29, Oct. 27, Nov. 3 (A 
six-session series) 
Time: 6:30-8:30pm 
Cost: $150 Kehilla members, $180 General Public.  No 
one turned away for lack of ability to pay the full 
amount. If you are unable to pay the full amount, 
please contact sjgrodin@comcast.net. 
Questions? Contact Jenna Stover-Kemp at 
jennakemp25@gmail.com or Sharon Grodin at 
sjgrodin@comcast.net. No one is turned away for lack 
of funds; please discuss this with us. 

 
 

 
 
Conversion Group  
Begins September 12, 7:30pm 
Led by Rabbi Dev Noily and Sharon Grodin 

 Kehilla’s conversion group is the communal portion of 
a process of individual inquiry that each participant 
anticipates will lead to adopting Judaism.  Kehilla’s 
spiritual leaders Rabbi Dev and Sharon Grodin are 
available to guide participants in their reading, 
selection of classes, and experiences that inform their 
education toward discernment about this decision. 
 The group is not an “introduction to Judaism” class, 
but rather a forum where participants reflect on and 
share insights about the studies and experiences each 
is undertaking within Kehilla and elsewhere.  The 
group meets once a month for 1-1/2 hours, which 
typically includes some learning together and 
responding to each others’ questions. Because this 
group is intended to support conversion in the 
context of Kehilla community, after the first two 
sessions, participants are expected to decide whether 
Kehilla is a good fit for them; if so, participants will be 
come members, and if not, participants will be 
supported in finding an alternative for their 
conversion studies. 
If you are interested in this group, please contact 
Sharon Grodin at sjgrodin@comcast.net.  
Dates:  Mondays, Sept. 12, Nov. 14, Dec. 12  
Cost: No charge (but see above about membership).  
Led by Rabbi Dev and Sharon Grodin. 
Location: Sanctuary/Buber Room 

 

http://www.KehillaSynagogue.org
http://kehillasynagogue.org/online-hebrewbiblical-
mailto:sjgrodin@comcast.net.
mailto:jennakemp25@gmail.com
mailto:sjgrodin@comcast.net.
mailto:sjgrodin@comcast.net.


 11 

Adult Education (continued) 
 
"Drumming As Prayer" Class 
A Two-Class Series: September 18 & September 21 
Taught by Debbie Fier, Kehilla Musical Prayer Leader & 
“Heartbeat of the Service"  
     Drumming is an active form of meditation. It 
provides a wonderful way to be present, express 
yourself and learn how to drum with a group in sacred 
community space. At Kehilla, we are creating an 
intergenerational drum group, called Ketzev Kehilla, 
(the Beats of Kehilla), and we have been learning 
some of the rhythms for the Kehilla melodies and also 
drumming at our Chai Shabbat services. 
     This is a two-class series. It can be taken as a series 
or as individual classes. (However, if you want to 
drum at High Holy Days services, you must come to 
both classes.) 
       Those who wish to will have the opportunity to 
drum for our High Holy Days services at the Scottish 
Rite Center in Oakland. Participants who want to join 
us in drumming need to commit to coming to both 
classes of the series (exceptions may be made IF you 
have taken previous ‘Drumming as Prayer’ classes with 
Debbie. In those cases you must come to at least 1 
class). If you have taken this class before, and enjoy 
drumming in our Kehilla circle, please come to the 
class!  We will always learn new rhythms, practice new 
exercises and continue building on what we have 
previously done. 
     All ages and all levels welcome!  Please bring a 
drum if you have one.  If you need a drum for the 
class, please email Sasha@kehillasynagogue.org and 
we will do our best to provide one. Hand percussion 
(shakers, claves, etc.) will be provided. 
     Dates: Sunday, Sept 18 - 4-5:30 and Wednesday,  
Sept 21, 7-8:30 in the Fireside Room.  
    Cost:  2-class series: $36 members/ $46 non-
members; Individual class: $20 members/ $25 non-
members 
    Location: Fireside Room 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Chai Mitzvah Group Forming: “A Jewish Year” 
Begins Sunday, October 16, 5:30pm 

In response to many requests for a more structured, 
group-based program for exploring Judaism, Kehilla is 
offering a Chai Mitzvah group beginning in October.  
What is “Chai Mitzvah,” you ask?  It’s a curriculum and 
structure created by a Jewish-multidenominational 
(including Renewal) group of rabbis and educators, 
designed to support group study and a period of 
committed personal exploration.  No prior experience 
with Judaism or Hebrew is required.  Here’s what the 
creators have to say about it: 

“Chai Mitzvah is a unique adult engagement program 
that encourages an integrated, experiential approach 
to Jewish life through five simple components. Each 
participant:  

1. Attends monthly group learning with a set 
curriculum provided by Chai Mitzvah.  

2. Chooses an independent study topic for the year.  

3. Chooses a ritual/spiritual practice to take on for the 
year.  

4. Chooses a social action activity to commit to for the 
year.  

5. Celebrates the journey!”  

In our case, we’ve chosen “A Jewish Year” as an 
overarching theme. Participants will investigate and 
experience the Jewish calendar as it occurs, separately 
or together, as interests dictate.  Our mitzvah group 
will meet on third Sundays starting in October, with 
minimal costs set to cover our fee from Chai Mitzvah 
for the materials (the more participants, the lower the 
cost, but we are setting the initial registration fee 
$18/person for the 9-month period).  The group may 
decide to engage speakers or project leaders on 
particular topics and share the cost of that additional 
enrichment.  For more information about the 
program, see www.chaimitzvah.org.  For questions 
about our group, contact sjgrodin@comcastnet. 

Dates: Monthly for 9 months, beginning Sunday,  
Oct. 16, 5:30-7pm 

Cost: $18/person 

Location: Back classsroom, main floor 

mailto:Sasha@kehillasynagogue.org
http://www.chaimitzvah.org.
mailto:sjgrodin@comcastnet.
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Adult Education (continued) 
 

Elements of Magical Judaism 
Begins Monday, October 16, 6:00pm 
with Reclaiming* Teachers  
Jude Elf & Maggid Jonathan Furst 
Join us for a six-week exploration of Earth-based 
Judaism through the elements of Earth, Air, Fire, 
Water and Spirit. Develop personal practices and 
improvisational ritual co-creation skills, blending 
modern G!ddess-oriented magic with traditional 
Jewish and ancient Hebraic spirituality.  
Dates: Mondays, October 17 - November 21, 6pm  
Cost: $240-$90 sliding scale 
Location: Sanctuary 
For More Info: contact jfurst@pobox.com or  
415-516-4904 
*Learn more about Reclaiming here: 
http://www.reclaiming.org/  
Co-sponsored by the Jewitch Collective and Derech 
Ha'Aretz Outdoor Yeshiva 
 
I Never Knew Hebrew Could Be So Much Fun 
Class 
Begins Sunday, October 23, 10:30am 
Taught by Bracha Stone 
Once again Bracha is offering her fabulous course in 
beginning Hebrew. Absolutely no previous Hebrew 
experience is required or expected. Come and find out 
why you don’t have to know very much at all in order 
to have Hebrew take on a very special place in your 
life. Bracha loves to teach this class since adults tend 
to be very compliant students and they ask such 
serious questions. Form a community of like-minded 
adults, play games, sing songs and learn, learn, learn.  
Repeaters welcomed!! 

Dates:  Sunday, Oct. 23, 30, Nov. 6, 10:30am-11:45am 
Cost:  $54 members, $66 nonmembers 
Location: Given at the time of registration. 
Call Bracha for questions or concerns. 510-703-2220. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Personalizing Our Experience With Jewish 
Liturgy 
First meeting: Sunday, October 23, 6:30pm 
A new group convened by Bracha Stone 
Designed for those who want to explore an expanded 
and creative relationship to Jewish liturgy. While there 
is no expectation of a belief in "God," this group is 
designed for those who desire to personally connect 
to "something-bigger-than-us" and/or "the-wisdom-
deep-within-us." We will witness and be witnessed as 
we explore our attraction and creative responses to 
traditional Jewish prayer practice. We will meet 
together once a month for 5 months. We will also 
participate in a weekly email conversation concerning 
our intentions, and the challenges and blessings we 
experience as we enact our them. 
Dates:  First meeting is Sunday, Oct. 23, 6:30-8:30. 
There will be a meeting at the same time in the 
evening in November, December, January and 
February. Specific dates for each month will be 
determined by October 1st.  
Cost:  $120 members, $150 nonmembers 
Location: Given at the time of registration.  
Call Bracha for questions or concerns. 510-703-2220.  

A Class in the Poetic Word 
Begins Wednesday, October 26, 7pm 
Taught by Lenore Weiss 
Come learn about several outstanding twentieth-
century American Jewish poets, including a number of 
contemporary writers. The four-session class will 
examine work by poets who express diverse 
connections to the Jewish experience.  For the first 
hour of each session, we will examine and discuss the 
poet’s work. Using writing prompts from the readings, 
during the second hour we will respond to the poetry 
in whatever written form we choose. Open to all. No 
writing experience is required. Special guest visits by 
local poets. All lovers of the word are encouraged to 
participate. Bring a notebook and pen. 
Dates: Wednesday, Oct. 26, Nov.  9,  Nov. 23, Nov. 30, 
7-9pm 
Cost: $88 members, $112 nonmembers 
Location: Fireside Room 
 

mailto:jfurst@pobox.com
http://www.reclaiming.org/
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A Community Forum on the Movement for Black Lives Platform 
[continued] 
     Part of the platform, called Invest/Divest, deals 
with connections between U.S. military spending and 
interventions abroad on the one hand, and the lack of 
funding for domestic social needs and militarization of 
U.S. police on the other hand. This part of the 
platform also addresses U.S. military support for Israel 
and the unjust treatment of Palestinians under 
Occupation, using language that some Jewish people 
and organizations have objected to strongly.   
     Our intention is to create a community forum that 
centers the Platform’s demands for racial and 

economic justice, while making space for the complex 
emotional responses that may arise for us in 
relationship to Jewish identity, racial identity and all 
the aspects of ourselves that make each of us who we 
are.  
     Please be in touch with us if you have questions or 
feedback.  
     RSVP if you can  to Sasha@kehillasynagogue.org.  
 – it will help us a lot as we plan the afternoon. 

 
 

Join the 30th Annual G.R.I.P. Harmony Walk in Richmond 
To End Hunger & Homelessness-to Benefit the Greater Richmond Interfaith Program 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     On October 29, Greater Richmond Interfaith 
Program is hosting its 30th annual Harmony Walk/Run 
to End Homelessness in Richmond. Several Kehilla 
members and members of St. John’s Church joined a 
team last year in memory of David McPhail and Judy 
Abel, GRIP activists who both died in September, 
2015.  
     That team raised over $1,000 in support of the 
Souper Center, a program operated by GRIP, which 
serves meals to homeless and needy residents and 
also runs a family shelter. David and Irene, his wife, 
both Kehilla members, and Betty Young, started a 
group now called David’s Dinner Group which 
prepares a monthly meal for families staying at the 
GRIP shelter. Several Kehilla members, people who 
had been members of an El Cerrito church where 
David had ministered, and members of St John’s 
Presbyterian Church in Berkeley, are in the dinner 
group as well. 
     David did this Walk every year through 2014. 

Kehilla members have another opportunity this year 
to remember and honor David while helping to ease 
homelessness. 
     We encourage everyone’s participation in or pledge 
of money to the team. We will have a team name and 
a team page set-up with the Harmony Walk website 
by mid-September. 
     The web address with a link to our team page & 
further details will be provided in the Kehilla weekly 
e-mails.    
     Check-in on October 29 begins at 9:00 a.m. The Run 
starts at 10:30 a.m. The Walk starts at 10:45 a.m. You 
can walk or run for as much, or as little, a distance as 
you want.  And, there will be a festival in the park 
after the walk.  
     Please consider sending a donation or joining the 
team after the team page is setup. If you have 
questions about the team, feel free to contact Sue 
Goldberg directly at suegoldberg@sbcglobal.net 

 
Pictured: Alex Madonik, Ruthie Levin, Richard Speiglman, Sue Goldberg 

 

mailto:Sasha@kehillasynagogue.org.
mailto:suegoldberg@sbcglobal.net
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An Interview with Spiritual Leader Avi Rose 
by Bill Lazarus

     More refugees are 
fleeing persecution now 
than at any time since the 
end of World War II, says 
Avi Rose, who has spent 
most of his life as a political 
and social activist, and who 
now finds himself turning 
more and more to issues of 
immigration and the flood 
of people seeking safe 
haven. With millions of 
refugees left homeless and 
nationless as the result of 
warfare in Syria and 
elsewhere, Avi sees the 

Jewish response as extending “beyond empathizing. 
“It’s identifying,” he says. “We need to see ourselves 
as coming out of Egypt.” 

     “We were strangers. We know the heart of the 
stranger,” adds Avi, who is executive director of 
Jewish Family and Community Services East Bay . That 
“central narrative” of the Jewish people is a key these 
days to the work of JFCS. About 2,000 of the 8,000 
people it annually serves are refugees and other 
immigrants. While the work of JFCS has historically 
been geared toward helping the Jewish community, it 
is not exclusively so. Avi says, “Tikkun Olam is not 
about bringing healing only to the Jewish people. It’s 
about “olam.” It’s about the world as a whole.” 

     When Avi started work at JFCS in 2005, the agency 
was already involved with helping immigrants from all 
over the world. When the surge of Jewish immigration 
from the Former Soviet Union subsided in the 1990’s, 
JFCS began to serve people from other countries, 
including Afghanistan, Bosnia, Cambodia, Iran, Iraq 
and Syria. Many of these refugees are Muslims. JFCS 
currently helps numerous families from Afghanistan, 
many of whom were subject to persecution after 
assisting Americans in the war against the Taliban. 
JFCS also has devoted itself to helping LGBT refugees 
fleeing particularly harsh oppression because of their 
sexual orientation or gender identities. 

     As a youth, Avi grew up mostly in Phoenix in a 
liberal Jewish family, largely out-of-kilter with the 

mostly right-wing community. His dad hailed from the 
Bronx, and was himself the son of immigrant parents 
who made their way to the United States from 
Lithuania. When Avi was 13, he moved with his family 
to Sacramento, and soon started spending time in the 
Bay Area. It was the late 1960s and “politics, drugs and 
rock and roll — it was all here.” 

     Avi became a political activist in high school, and 
chose to go to college at Brandeis, which was a hotbed 
of leftist politics. While he came out as a gay man in 
college, his activism was focused more on anti-war 
work and economic issues. After college, he worked 
for a period as a union steward. Avi joined other 
progressive Jews in the Boston Committee to 
Challenge Antisemitism and became, in the 1980s, 
involved in New Jewish Agenda, a national 
organization that he co-chaired, and that focused on a 
wide variety of issues, including Mid-East peace, 
feminism, disarmament, LGBT rights, oppression in 
Central America and the sanctuary movement. Avi 
also took up work battling AIDS, and co-edited Twice 
Blessed, a book about gay and lesbian Jews. 

     While Avi was aware of immigration issues, it 
wasn’t then a focus of his work and activism. That 
changed in 2005 when he started at JCFS and found it 
“powerful” to be working to help both Russian Jews 
and Afghan Muslims. “I’m really impressed by the 
resilience of most of the refugees whom we are 
helping.  They are individuals with their own quirks, 
strengths and shortcomings, and most have 
experienced significant trauma. It is a huge 
undertaking to leave your home – everyone and 
everything you know – and start your life over again in 
a new country..” 

     While, culturally, the Bay Area is “really welcoming, 
economically, this is a really hard area to come to,” Avi 
says. As a result, families crowd into small living 
quarters together, and people work two or three jobs 
to get by. 

     At seders, Avi has hosted refugees. “It’s powerful to 
be at a seder with somebody who has recently had to 
‘leave Egypt,’” he says. Avi also asks, “What is more 
Jewish than resettling refugees?” He answers himself 
in a word. “Nothing.”
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A Note on the Israel/Palestine Values Survey 
by Rabbi David J. Cooper 

 
     Last month we send out to every member 
household a survey to determine support for a 
statement of values on Israel/Palestine. One could 
indicate where one stood on a spectrum from very 
much disagreeing to strong agreement (scale of 1 to 
5). 
     As of this writing, 141 responses have been 
received. 
     99 responses are 5’s – strongly agree. (71.7%) 
     26 are 4’s – generally agree (18.8%) 
     7 are 3’s – more or less neutral (5.1%) 
     3 are 2’s – generally disagree (2.2%) 

     3 are 1’s – very much disagree (2.2%) 
     In a few days, I will be reading the many written 
comments on the proposed wording and I plan to 
print some of them in the November Kol Kehilla, with 
the permission of their authors to print with ascription 
or anonymously. 
     The decision to adopt the statement as is (or with 
grammatical changes) will be in the hands of the 
Kehilla Board. Currently the plan is that in October the 
results of the survey and representative comments 
and suggestions will be forwarded to the Board for 
their consideration and action. 

 
Chevra Kadisha Sh'mira Readings Project 

 
    Kehilla’s Chevra Kadisha is pleased to announce the 
completion of our “Sh’mira Readings Project.”  We 
now have two beautiful volumes that can be used by 
the shomrim (“watchers”) –those who sit with the 
body of a community member who has died until the 
time of burial. 
    Traditionally, shomrim read Psalms during the 
sh’mira  (“watching”).  In Kehilla we have provided 
other readings—poetry and prose from Jewish and 
non-Jewish sources as well as portions of our liturgy—
so that each shomer might deepen his or her own 
reflections on the meaning of life and death.   
     As we embarked on revising and expanding these 
additional readings, our discussions and study led us 
to taking a closer look at The Book of Psalms as well.  
We looked at many different translations and 

interpretations and selected the one for each Psalm 
that we thought invoked the values of Jewish Renewal 
movement.  
     A small group from Kehilla’s Chevra Kadisha 
traveled to Boston in June to present a workshop on 
these readings and to discuss Kehilla’s approach to 
sh’mira at the annual K’vod v Nichum (“honor and 
comfort”) conference.  More than thirty people 
attended our workshop and received our presentation 
with great enthusiasm.   
     We will formally present Kehilla’s Readings for 
Shmira and Psalms for Shmira at the Morning Service, 
Sept 17.  We invite the entire community to join in 
our simcha and to learn more about the practice of 
sh’mira.   

 

Finding Your Spiritual Direction 
 
     Spiritual direction is a process of inner listening that 
enables individuals to discern the movement of the 
Spirit in their lives, so they can come to understand 
both the spiritual dimension and the spiritual direction 
of their experience. In this sense, spiritual direction is 
a pathway to teshuvah, toward finding one’s way back 
to the Source that birthed and sustains each of us.  

     Spiritual directors have been trained to help those 
seeking the Spirit to find direction. They also help 
seekers find appropriate spiritual practices. 

     Rabbi Burt offers individual Kehilla congregants 
hour-long meetings in spiritual direction. Any Kehilla 
member is entitled to such a session once a year 
without cost. Burt usually meets with congregants at 
Kehilla on Tuesday afternoons and evenings, several 
times a month. He also sees people at his home in El 
Sobrante at other times during the week. If you are 
interested in meeting with Rabbi Burt, please contact 
him at Rabburt@earthlink.net, or by calling 
510.283.5704. 

 
 

mailto:Rabburt@earthlink.net,
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Competing Death Penalty Initiatives on November Ballot 

by Beth Weinberger 
 

     This November we'll have a chance to vote again to 
repeal California's death penalty, replacing it with Life 
Without Possibility of Parole.  Unfortunately, a 
competing measure that would attempt to change the 
appeals process to expedite executions has caused 
confusion, especially as the latter measure's title is 
misleading.  So here's an explanation of each of the 
initiatives with recommendations in keeping with 
Kehilla policy. 

 
The Justice that Works Act of 2016—Proposition #62  

 This is essentially the same as Prop. 34 on the 
2012 ballot, which Kehilla supported.  It would replace 
the death penalty with life without the possibility of 
parole.  It would: 

 End state killing and eliminate the possibility 
of executing innocent people.  Since 1973, 
156 people, convicted of murder, have been 
exonerated, 3 of them in California. 

 Keep dangerous criminals from ever being 
released. 

 Save approximately $150 million a year that 
could be put to more productive use. 

 Increase to 60% the portion of wages earned 
by persons sentenced to life without parole 
that may go to victim restitution funds. 

Recommendation:  Support Prop. 62 
 
Death Penalty Reform & Savings Act of 2016—
Proposition #66 

  Prop. 66 attempts to “reform” a  failed death 
penalty system by changing the appeals process.  It 
would remove current safeguards, limit the ability to 
present new evidence of innocence and set unrealistic 
deadlines for trials and appeals.  The changed 

procedures and new deadlines would force hiring of 
hundreds of new, inexperienced attorneys at taxpayer 
expense. If it succeeded, it would: 

 Increase the chances of wrongful convictions 
and execution of innocent people 

 Interfere with our due process and appeals 
processes, which might be found 
unconstitutional after costly and lengthy 
lawsuits. 

 Authorize the state to house death row 
inmates in new prisons. 

 Model California's system after Texas' rapid 
execution mill. 

 Move appeals from the state Supreme Court 
to local county courts, prioritizing these cases 
and the shortened timelines.  It would 
overwhelm lower courts and severely limit 
their ability to hear other types of cases or 
conduct any other court business. 

Recommendation: Oppose Prop. 66 
 
        This fall you'll have a chance to hear more about, 
question and discuss these initiatives, as well 
as a number of others at a Kehilla Ballot Initiatives 
evening, October 17.  Mark your calendars and see 
Richard Speiglman's article, also in this issue, on some 
of the other initiatives, researched and recommended 
by Oakland Community Organizations (OCO.) 
     If you want more information now about the death 
penalty initiatives; if you want to help with the 
campaigns or donate to them, go to 
www.yeson62.com or contact me at 
bethw0104@mindspring.com.  

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Not Registered to Vote?  
 

Please contact karenrachels@gmail.com 
of Kehilla’s Economic Justice Committee 
She will help you get registered before 

the November election 

http://www.yeson62.com
mailto:bethw0104@mindspring.com.
mailto:karenrachels@gmail.com
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Community Discussion of Ballot Propositions and Local Measures 
by Richard Speiglman 

 
Monday, October 17, 7-9pm 

Kehilla Social Hall 
Sponsored by  

Kehilla Economic Justice Committee, Greening Committee and Anti-Death Penalty Action Group 

Bring yourself, your friends and your family, your questions and your answers 

     When I was a kid in Des Moines, reform Rabbi 
Edward Zerin (Temple B’nai Jeshurun) used to implore 
youth – perhaps it was at our B’nai Mitzvot – to be 
“informed, participating Jews.”  I may have taken this 
to be the 11th Commandment, and I think the 
instruction was responsible for my 50-something years 
of reading at least the local, state, and national news 
sections of the daily newspaper.  Sometime later, a 
sociology professor suggested that the important 
news appears in the business section.  We won’t get 
into the question of sports news. 

     I never fully understood the Jews part of the 
obligation.  But nevertheless I’m pretty sure the 
informed/participating charge includes voting and, to 
the extent possible, understanding the implications of 
your vote prior to casting it. 

     In their length, California ballots present a serious 
challenge.  We need each other’s help to become well-
informed prior to voting.  Instead of sitting home 
alone the night before the election frantically trying to 
decide how to vote on propositions and local 
measures, on the evening of October 17th please join 
other community members to discuss ballot 
measures. 

 Bring your sample ballot (and your mail-in or 
absentee ballot if you have one) 

 Join discussion of some of the most important 
state and local ballot measures (if only we had 
time to tend to all of them!) 

 Written materials on all the state propositions 
and some local measures will be available, 
including recommendations from Kehilla, 
Oakland Community Organizations (OCO), and 
other organizations 

 Kehilla members and others actively engaged 
in working on some of the measures will offer 
brief presentations 

 
See the next page for OCO's recommendations on 

several state, county, and City of Oakland issues.  
We’ll have expanded endorsement information by 
October 17th.   

 
Please forward information on other measures, or 

for other localities, to Richard or Beth: 

rspeiglman@sbcglobal.net  

bethw0104@mindspring.com   

Or bring the information with you on October 17th.   

If possible, RSVP to Beth or Richard (see their 
contact information above.) 

mailto:rspeiglman@sbcglobal.net
mailto:bethw0104@mindspring.com
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Oakland Community Organizations 

Recommendations on CA, Alameda County, and City of Oakland issues 

Number Title or focus Content OCO 
endorsement 

State Propositions 

55 Tax extension 
Extends the temporary personal income tax on 
incomes over $250,000 to fund education and 

health care (Prop 30 extension) 
Support 

56 Tobacco tax Increases the cigarette tax to $2 / pack Support 

 57 Public Safety & 
Rehabilitation Act 

Increases parole chances for felons convicted of 
non-violent crimes and provides more 

opportunities to earn credits for good behavior 
Support 

 62 Death penalty Repeals the death penalty in CA Support* 

64 Adult Use of Marijuana Act 
Legalizes adults’ growing, possessing, and using 

marijuana for nonmedical purposes, with certain 
restrictions; establishes regulatory system for 

legal market.  

Neutral 

Alameda County Measures 

A Affordable Housing bond 
(property tax) 

Funding for a variety of approaches to promote 
affordable housing  Support 

Oakland City and School District Measures  

JJ Protect Oakland Renters 
Act  

Strengthen tenants’ rights by requiring owners to 
petition through the Rent Board for rent increases 

above annual CPI, extending just cause eviction 
protections to buildings built through 1995, and 

increasing Rent Board transparency and 
accountability 

Support 

LL 
Form civilian oversight 
commission of police 

department 
Promotes civilian oversight of police department Support 

KK 
Infrastructure 

improvements bond 
(property tax) 

Funding for a variety of improvements to streets, 
sidewalks, public buildings, and some funds for 

affordable housing 
Neutral  

HH Tax distributors of sugar-
sweetened beverages 

Promotes public health by raising price of sugar-
sweetened beverages Support 

G1 Oakland Unified School 
District  bond (parcel tax) 

Funds educator salary increases and middle 
school improvements (as of last draft seen) No vote (yet) 

* Kehilla recommends a yes vote on Prop. 62 and a no vote on Prop 66 (which would speed-up 
executions).  See accompanying article, “Competing Death Penalty Initiatives on November Ballot" on 
p. 17. 
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Seeking Shelter in the Days of Awe:  
 Immigrants and Refugees, Longing and Home 
[continued from p. 1] 
 
You can read a more complete description of our 
theme below.  Throughout the High Holy Days season 
and beyond, we’ll be integrating the spiritual practices 
of this time with ways to learn about and respond to 
the crises of migration that are shaking our world.  
During High Holy Days services we’ll hear from some 
of the folks in our community about their experiences 
with immigrants and refugees.  We’ll also have 
resources available during services about how to 
connect with local groups and join in efforts to 
respond.   
    And in the months following the High Holy Days, 
we’ll host a series of four community workshops, 
featuring congregants working to support immigrants 
and refugees.  The workshop topics are: Considering 
Offering Housing to a Refugee; Being Part of an 
Accompaniment Team for an Immigrant Family or 
Unaccompanied Minor; Immigration Policy, Advocacy 
and Intersectionality with Economic and Racial Justice 
Issues; and Kehilla as Sanctuary/Refuge for 
Immigrants.  
    May our practice during this season help each of us 
grow toward greater wholeness, joy, compassion and 
justice. 
    Our Theme for 5777:  Immigrants and Refugees, 
Longing and Home  
    A river goes out from the first place that was home, 
to water the garden, and from there it divides and 
becomes four headwaters. (Bereshit 2:10) 
    In the beginning all was one, undifferentiated and 
whole.  To come into the joy of embodied life is also to 
come into separateness.  And to be separate is to long 
for reconnection, to yearn for wholeness and for 
home.  The Yamim Nora’im (High Holy Days) point us 

in the direction of home, and outfit us for the promise 
and uncertainty of the journey.  We soften our hearts 
and open lines of communication with people we’ve 
hurt and who have hurt us.  We practice 
accountability, forgiveness, compassion and 
generosity.  We touch those who are dear to us with 
an extra measure of tenderness and gratitude. 
    This year we set out on this path in a world of 
growing displacement and migration. People forced 
from their homes by war, violence, poverty, drought, 
gentrification, and a swiftly changing climate are 
fighting for survival and searching for a refuge where 
they and their families can be safe.  Some in Kehilla 
are personally impacted, and many in our community 
are stepping up to help--by working to end structural 
violence, by challenging the economics underlying 
displacement, by offering loving personal support to 
immigrants and refugees, by fighting for policies that 
welcome immigrants and refugees, and by joining the 
struggle against deportation, targeting and 
discrimination against people who are undocumented.  
    As a community this year we will enter the inner 
landscape of exile and return.  We’ll encounter the 
stranger who dwells within us, and the stranger who 
dwells among us.  Together we will turn toward this 
tidal wave of displacement, expanding our capacity to 
welcome and support the growing number of 
immigrants and refugees in our midst.  As Torah 
teaches (Lev. 19:33-34), When a stranger resides with 
you in your land, you shall not wrong them.  The 
stranger who resides with you shall be to you as one of 
your citizens; you shall love them as yourself, for you 
were strangers in the land of Mitzrayim. 
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Coming Soon: Pronoun Stickers for Your Nametag 
by Hazzan Shulamit Wise Fairman, Lynn Bravewomon and Rabbi Dev Noily 

  
   As Davey Shlasko writes in the 
Trans*Ally Workbook, 
    “Most of the time, most people 
are on autopilot about pronouns. 
They call all women she, her and 
hers, and all men he, him and his. 
But being on autopilot doesn’t 
always work. Sometimes—
especially, but not only, when 
talking about trans* people—it can 
lead you to call someone a pronoun 
that isn’t what they’re usually 
called or what they want to be 
called.”  
     We are continuing to make 
Kehilla a more welcoming and 
inclusive space for all of our 
members.  All of us appreciate it 
when other people see us as who 
we are.  For  trans* people 
pronouns can be a constant source 
of being seen and affirmed when preferred pronouns 
are used by others; conversely the absence of 
accurate pronouns denies a critical piece of 
recognition and affirmation of identity. 
     Kehilla’s intention to build gender pronoun 
language in our community culture is part of gender-

inclusion efforts that reverse the 
invisibility caused when the wrong 
pronouns are used. 
     As a community of spiritual practice, 
it feels especially important that Kehilla 
be a place where everyone can be seen 
and affirmed in all of who we are.  So 
soon you’ll see a set of pronoun 
stickers next to our nametags. 
 Everyone has the option to add a 
pronoun sticker to your nametag, to let 
others know which pronouns you use.  
By using a sticker, cisgender people can 
support others in our community for 
whom “pronoun autopilot” doesn’t 
work well. 
     Whatever our gender identity, all of 
us have some experiences of resonance 
with the gender we were raised in, and 
some experiences of dissonance with 
the gender we were raised in.  We can 

all lean into those experiences to cultivate our 
compassion for ourselves and each other as we 
navigate this complex and shifting terrain of gender 
identity. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
    

    

A vocabulary moment: 

trans* refers to people whose 
gender identity is different from 

the gender identity they were 
assigned at birth, including 

people who are transgender, 
genderqueer, gender-

nonconforming, gender non-
binary, gender fluid, gender 

fabulous people. 

Cisgender refers to people 
whose gender identity is, for the 

most part, aligned with the 
gender they were assigned at 
birth and in which they were 

socialized. 

Kehilla Sings! 

 
         Interested in being part of a Kehilla Choir this Fall 
and Winter? We may offer this opportunity through 
our Adult Ed program with Bon Singer, a veteran 
cantor and synagogue choir director who has also 
directed Ya'Elah and Kitka.  
     PLEASE click on the following link and fill out a short 
questionnaire by Aug 28 to help us discern whether 
and how to move forward, and pass it on to your 
friends! 

 https://goo.gl/forms/Vd6jFONpn4IphBrK2 

https://goo.gl/forms/Vd6jFONpn4IphBrK2
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The Annual Kehilla Membership Retreat:  
Toward Further Improvements in Accessibility  

by Marilyn Golden & Don Stone 

In our debrief after another successful annual retreat, Kehilla’s Retreat Committee discussed how to achieve further 
improvements in the accessibility of the retreat to all members. Below is a report.  It addresses all dimensions of 
accessibility including affordability, access to the location, planning issues, and mobility access.  
 

Addressing Accessibility  at the Annual Kehilla Summer Retreat

     In the Retreat Committee’s debriefing of this year’s 
retreat, one focus of discussion has been about the 
accessibility challenges of Bort Meadow. There are 
various kinds of accessibility needs, including   
affordability, location, registration constraints, and 
physical mobility, all which contribute to the retreat 
location and experience being attractive and 
welcoming. 
     Affordability. We’ve had many comments that our 
past weekend retreats at retreat centers were out of 
the price range of many individuals and especially 
families—even with elective camping such as at Walker 
Creek Ranch.  
    Location issues: We have had requests for a location 
that is easy to get to on a Friday afternoon for people 
who want to camp the first night—and also for people 
who want make a round trip on Saturday. At Bort 
Meadow and at Walker Ranch, there is lack of cell 
phone reception. This can limit some members’ 
capacity to take part. Sometimes at Bort, there have 
been difficulties getting in and out of the locked gate 
when no one was on duty Friday.  
     Planning flexibility.  We need a site that is big 
enough that it does not require us to commit to a 
certain attendance well in advance. It helps to have 
flexibility that allows for final week commitment to 
attending, or even the day-of. Camping or easy 
commuting helps last minute planning and increases 
the numbers attending—about 25-30% of participants 
sign up or show up the last week. 
     Physical mobility. Challenges come with bumpiness 
or steepness of the terrain, any steps (none at Bort 
Meadow), accessibility to bathrooms (new Bort 
Meadow bathrooms are wheelchair accessible, though 
far from activities), parking availability, drop-off option 
for those needing it, and distance between the 
different stations—food, service, bathrooms, drop-off 
spot. We have had requests from people with mobility 
needs to have more accommodations so that they can 
attend either Bort Meadow, or another site.  
     Given these parameters, we are proceeding in the 
following manner: 

      *Reserve Bort Meadow for a weekend in July 2017 
(already have requested 7/14-16/2017, will hear back 
in late October if we got it). 
     *Tell anyone interested that we welcome their 
research on an alternative site that takes into account 
the factors mentioned above (our deposit for Bort 
Meadow, assuming we get our request, will be small 
enough to forfeit if we find a better site). 
     *Be proactive in responding to accessibility needs. 
Build into the reservation process a way to 
communicate specific needs and figure out best 
practices to meet them. For instance, the registration 
form/website will have a contact person for 
accessibility needs when we start to advertise next 
year’s retreat—Marilyn Golden may be filling this 
function. So coming up with solutions to specific needs 
can be creatively addressed well in advance. 
     Several congregants have already volunteered to 
assist with accessibility issues, including suggesting 
other sites/centers and being available to accompany 
individuals needing assistance to navigate at Bort 
Meadow, which is largely relatively flat, though the 
ground has a bumpy, uneven surface. 
     *Research alternative means of conveyance to 
transport individuals from point to point at the Bort 
Meadow site, possibly in ways that make use of the 
assistance from a volunteer. This research has already 
begun, with an initial finding that vehicles like golf carts 
are probably too expensive to own, rent, or transport 
from rental locations. Kehilla may have access to one 
or more ordinary wheelchairs that can be used. Or, all 
terrain wheelchairs may be one possibility. There may 
be other ways to deal with the bumpy terrain between 
the car turn-around and the dining tables that are not 
dependent upon volunteer assistance, and allow for 
more independent movement. 
     *Other concerns, suggestions, or ideas, regarding 
Kehilla Retreat accessibility issues or how to address 
them? Want to volunteer your assistance? 
     Contact either Marilyn Golden 
at mgolden@dredf.org, or Don Stone 
at donstone1@aol.com or 510-703-0073. 

mailto:mgolden@dredf.org,
mailto:donstone1@aol.com
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On the Origins of Kehilla: 
Social Justice 

                                                     by Rabbi Burt Jacobson 
Note: This is the fifth of a series of 
personal essays on the beginnings of 
Kehilla. Each article shares the 
origins of one or more of the ideals 
and/or values that motivated me to 
start Kehilla. The essays are adapted 

from the manuscript of the book I am in the process of 
completing, tentatively titled There is Only One Love: 
The Ba’al Shem Tov in the Modern World. 
     My passion for social justice came from my mother, 
Gert Jacobson. As the chairwoman of the Anti-
Defamation League in Cleveland during World War II, 
she tried to awaken the Jewish community to the Nazi 
atrocities in Europe. When our family moved to Texas 
in 1947, Gert became the chairwoman of the Anti-
Defamation League in San Antonio. In that capacity she 
worked with teachers in the public schools, instructing 
them on how to promote racial, ethnic and religious 
tolerance in their classrooms.  
     My mother’s commitment to social justice stemmed 
from her father, Ruby Goldberg. My grandfather, who 
was born in Romania, was a women’s tailor. A secular 
Yiddish-speaking Jew, he was strongly drawn to 
socialism. He became a negotiator for the International 
Ladies’ Garment Workers Union in New York. My 
mother remembered him coming home from the 
negotiations, infuriated by the tightfisted attitudes of 
the factory owners. He would go to the kitchen, pick up 
a carving knife and bang it repeatedly on the counter. 
“Those G… d…. bosses, those G… d…. bosses, they 
won’t give us a nickel! They won’t give us a nickel! 
      I did not hear that story until I was an adult, but I 
learned about the biblical prophets as a young student 
in the religious school of Temple Beth El in San 
Antonio. I came to admire the commitment of the 
Reform movement to social justice. 
       Yet, I did not study the words of the biblical 
prophets until I entered rabbinical school. In 1961, as a 
second-year student at the Jewish Theological 
Seminary, I took a seminar with Abraham Joshua 
Heschel on the prophets. By this time, Heschel was well 
on his way to becoming the most well-known Jewish 
religious thinker in the United States.  
       Heschel had completed his dissertation on the 
prophets in the late 1930s in Germany, just as the Nazi 
regime had come into power. In the late 1950s he 
decided to rewrite the book in English. The members of 

our seminar were privileged to read the galley proofs 
of The Prophets with him.  
    In the book’s introduction, Heschel wrote: 
     The things that horrified the prophets are even now 
daily occurrences all over the world. There is no society 
to which Amos’ words would not apply. 

Listen to this, you merchants who crush the 
poor,and trample on the needy! You who are 
thinking,“When will this New Moon festival  
finally be over so that we can sell our grain, and 
this Sabbath day, so we can market our wheat? 
Then we will tamper with the scales, making the 
bushel-measure smaller and the shekel-weight 
bigger. And then we can make slaves of the 
poor, buying them for their debt of a piece of 
silver or a pair of sandals, and we will even get 
paid for moldy wheat.”YHWH, the Pride of Israel, 
has sworn: ‘’I will never forget what you have 
done!’  Amos 8:4-7 

      Indeed, [Heschel continued] the sort of crimes and 
even the amount delinquency that fill the prophets of 
Israel with dismay do not go beyond that which we 
regard as normal, as typical ingredients of social 
dynamics. To us, a single act of injustice—cheating in 
business, exploitation of the poor—is slight; to the 
prophets, a disaster. To us injustice is injurious to the 
welfare of the people; to the prophets, it is a 
deathblow to existence; to us, an episode; to them, a 
catastrophe, a threat to the world.  
     Heschel’s prose was incandescent. I found his ability 
to enter the consciousness of the prophets utterly 
remarkable. As a result, the voices of the prophets 
have both stirred and haunted me throughout my life. 
     In the following years I found myself especially 
drawn to Amos, the first of the literary prophets, who 
focused almost exclusively on the necessity for social 
justice. Amos seemed totally relevant to the political 
climate of the late 1960s. Indeed, the Reverend Martin 
Luther King, Jr., who became Heschel’s friend and 
colleague, often cited Amos’ words. The day before he 
was assassinated in 1968, King delivered a speech in 
support of the striking sanitation workers in Memphis, 
in which he said:    

"Somehow the preacher must have a kind of fire 
shut up in his bones. And whenever injustice is 
around he must tell it. Somehow the preacher must  
[continued on next page] 
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On the Origins of Kehilla (continued) 
 
be an Amos, who said, “When God speaks, who can 
but prophesy?” Again with Amos, “Let justice roll 
down like waters and righteousness like a mighty 
stream.”  

       In the late 1960s I taught classes about Amos and 
his message to both high school students and adults. I 
emphasized the prophet’s fiery denunciations of 
corruption, wealth, luxury, perversion of justice and 
superficial religion.  

       As I thought about starting a synagogue in the early 
1980s, the fierce voice of Amos called out to me. I felt 
that this radical prophet of justice simply had to be 
given a platform in a city like Berkeley, which had been 
strongly identified with rapid social change, civic 
unrest, and political upheaval in the 1960s and ‘70s. 
The political Left was still robust and there were 
moral/political issues— the Israel-Palestine conflict, 
nuclear weapons, central American refugees—that 
cried out to be dealt with from a prophetic religious 
perspective. 

 
Thank you for Your Generosity 

 

Bar/Bat Mitvah Program 
Susan Coto McKenna and Rafael Coto 

General Fund 
Jane Weisbin and Charles Reilly 

Nueva Esperanza Accompaniment Teams (NEAT) 
Hope Friedman 
Irene McPhail 

Carolyn Schour 
Herbert Salomon and Marcia Liberson 

Simone Masson 
Lisa Rothman 
Ralph Silber 

Sandy Vaughn 
And members of Kehilla's three Accompaniment Teams 

Rabbi's Discretionary Fund 
David Levine and Laurel Zien

All Congregants Deserve A Safe Home 

If you or anyone in your home is experiencing: 
     >Child abuse  
     >Elder abuse  
     >Dependent adult abuse  
     >Teen dating violence 
     >Intimate partner violence (domestic violence) 
    The Kehilla Committee Against Abuse (CAA), working along side the Spiritual Life Practices Committee (SLPC), is 
here to help you become or remain safe.   If you are experiencing any kind of abuse, please call: Steven Falk, long-
time Kehilla member, at (510) 708-0517; Julie Patrusky, experienced domestic violence counselor and long-time 
Kehilla member, at (510) 528-0299; or Rabbi David at (510) 547-2424 x103.   Call the Shalom Bayit (Peace in the 
Home) helpline for counseling and advocacy for teen dating violence and domestic violence issues at: (866) SHALOM-
7 (742-5667) toll-free within the Bay Area or (510) 451-7233 (SAFE) outside the Bay Area.
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September 2016 
Fri., Sept. 2, NO Kabbalat Shabbat service tonight. 
Please join us on Friday night, Sept 16.  

Sat., Sept 3, 10:30am, Elul Shabbat Service on the 
Marina – Rosh Chodesh. Yes, it is one month to go to 
Rosh Hashanah and at this special outdoor service on 
the Marina we will celebrate the New Moon of Elul 
which includes Hallel, the musical holiday celebration 
prayers, led by Beth Dickinson. Discussion led by Rabbi 
David on our High Holy Day theme on our how our 
work on immigration and refugees connects to our 
Jewish path. Check the website for location. Bring a 
chair with you and prepare to dress warmly. Kiddush to 
follow.  Please bring vegetarian finger foods to share, if 
you are able.  

Tues., Sept. 6, 7:30pm. Middle East Peace Committee 
Meeting. Back classroom. 

Wed., Sept. 7, 7:50am Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room. (Enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview.)  Doors open at 7:50 a.m., 
short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30, 
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. 

Wed., Sept. 7, 6:30pm  Spiritual Life Practices 
Committee Meeting.  Fireside Room. 

Thurs., Sept. 8, 4-6pm. Kehilla School. Please enter 
through the kitchen door. 

Thurs., Sept. 8, 6:30pm. "700 Benches: 
Experiencing Biblical Hebrew." Taught by Jenna Kemp 
First class of the series.. (See details on p. 10)  

Fri., Sept. 9, 6:30pm, Friday Night Peace Walk with 
Rabbi David and OCO. This is an easy opportunity to 
really be part of the movement for peace in our own 
community led by Oakland Community Organizations’ 
Ceasefire campaign. Rabbi David has affirmed to OCO 
that we will try to have at least ten Kehilla folk join him 
at these walks for community peace.. The campaign is 
many-sided, including the training and mobilization of 
neighborhood peace interveners, the retraining of 
police, and a weekly peace walk with local 
congregations to support a “culture of peace and 
healing” in neighborhoods at risk. Rabbi David reports 
that he has done this about 10 times and it is an 

especially nice way to meet people from across the 
spectrum of Oakland communities.Meet inside First 
Mt. Sinai Church, 1970 86th Ave. For info, call 510-606-
5064.    

Sat., Sept. 10, 10am. Chai Elul Shabbat and New 
Member Welcome. Join our “Bima Team” for a 
spirited, musical service as we immerse in the month of 
Elul and prepare for the High Holy Days. Our newest 
members will receive a special honor during the Torah 
service, and we’ll kick off the morning with Ketzev 
Kehilla, our prayerful percussion orchestra. Come one, 
come all! Children most welcome! Vegetarian potluck 
luncheon to follow. Please bring a vegetarian dish to 
share.  Kiddush also sponsored by Ruth Goldstone & 
James Eder in honor of Ruth's mother Merle S. 
Goldstone's yartzheit. 

Mon., Sept. 12, 7pm. Book Discussion Group. We will 
discuss The Fixer by Bernard Malamud. Fireside Room. 
(See p. 8 for details.) 

Mon., Sept. 12, 7:30pm. Conversion Group. Buber 
Room. (See p. 10 for details.) 

Tues., Sept. 13, 7pm. Generosity Committee meeting. 
Fireside Room. 

Wed., Sept. 14, 7:50am Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room. (Enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview.)  Doors open at 7:50 a.m., 
short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30, 
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. 

Thurs., Sept. 15, 4-6pm. Kehilla School. Please enter 
through the kitchen door. 

Thurs., Sept. 15, 6:30pm. "700 Benches: 
Experiencing Biblical Hebrew." Taught by Jenna Kemp. 
(See details on p. 10.)  

Fri., Sept. 16, 5:30-7:30pm Solar Lights for Gaza 
Fundraiser and Pre-Shabbat Potluck: This is a special 
pre-Shabbat Service gathering and potluck meal 
organized by Kehilla’s Greening Committee and Middle 
East Peace Committee. The purpose is to raise 
tzedakah for Rebuilding Alliance’s project to provide 
solar lights for the residents of Gaza where electricity is 

Kehilla Community Synagogue 
1300 Grand Avenue (at Fairview) 

Piedmont, CA  94610 
(510) 547-2424 

Please come fragrance-free to all Kehilla events, 
for the health of people with respiratory conditions 

and chemical sensitivities. 
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often available for only four or five hours in a day. This 
is especially needed by children who would otherwise 
study at night by hazardous candle or kerosene light. 
(See article p. 8 .) Guest speaker: Donna Baranski-
Walker, founder of Rebuilding Alliance. We will have a 
Potluck Dinner in the Social Hall starting at 5:30.  Please 
bring a vegetarian or fish dish to share.  

Fri., Sept. 16, 7:30pm, Kabbalat Shabbat with Hazzan 
Shulamit, Julie Nesnansky, and Beth Dickinson. Join us 
for a soulful and spirited musical evening to welcome in 
the joy and peace of Shabbat.  Kiddush to follow. 
Please bring veggie finger foods to share! 

Sat., Sept. 17, 10:30am, Elul Shabbat Service with our 
Chevra Kadisha, at Kehilla led by Rabbi David, Hazzan 
Shulamit, and Julie Nesnansky. Celebrating the 
completion of our “Sh’mira Readings Project.” Sh’mira 
is the ritual of staying with the body of the deceased in 
the period preceding the funeral during which the 
shomer (“guardian”) traditionally reads from the book 
of psalms. For our members when they do Sh’mira, 
Kehilla’s Chevra Kadisha has assembled readings from 
innovative and interpretive translations of the psalms 
some of which we will read at this service. We will have 
a short Torah reading that morning with one aliyah. 
Deuteronomy 22:6-12. If you want to chant this, email 
Rabbi David.  In the Fireside Room. Kiddush sponsored 
by the Chevra Kadisha. 

Sat., Sept. 17, 3:30-6:30pm. Kehilla High Holy Days Art 
Reception. Fireside Room and throughout the building. 
(See announcement, p.4 for details.) 

Sun., Sept. 18, 3:30-7pm. A Community Forum on the 
Movement for Black Lives Platform Study & 
Conversation. With Kehilla leaders, staff, and 
members.  (See article, p. 9 for details.) Buber Room. 

Sun., Sept. 18, 1- 3 pm, “We Are the Bridge” Exhibit 
Reception at Osher Marin JCC in San Rafael. Sponsored 
by the Faith Trio (Kehilla, Islamic Cultural Center, 
Montclair Presbyterian). Includes at least two artists 
who are Kehilla members, Lea Delson and Susan 
Freundlich. 200 North San Pedro Rd. San Rafael 94903. 

Sun., Sept. 18, 2pm.  Yoga for Renewal. Rooted in 
Jewish Mystical Teachings. With Julie Emden of Jewish 
LearningWorks.  Co-sponsored by Kehilla.  4th Street 
Yoga, 1809C 4th Street, Berkeley, CA 94710. $25 Public 
/$20 members of co-sponsoring organizations. 
Register: tinyurl.com/yoga918.  

Sun., Sept. 18, 4pm. "Drumming As Prayer" class with 
Debbie Fier. Fireside Room. (See p. _ for details.) 

Wed., Sept. 21, 7:50am Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room (Enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview)  Doors open at 7:50 a.m., 

short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30, 
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. 

Wed., Sept. 21, 7pm. "Drumming As Prayer" class with 
Debbie Fier. Fireside Room. (See p. 11 for details.) 

Thurs., Sept. 22, 4-6pm. Kehilla School. Please enter 
through the kitchen door. 

Thurs., Sept. 22, 6:30pm. "700 Benches: 
Experiencing Biblical Hebrew." Taught by Jenna Kemp. 
Back classroom, main floor. (See details on p. 10.)  

Fri., Sept. 23,  6:-9:00 Bar/Bat Mitzvah Shabbat 
Celebration: This evening is for all Bar Bat Mitzvah 
family members and is a required part of the BBM 
Program. Come to the synagogue to welcome in the 
new school year and the New Year with a festive 
Shabbat evening. We will begin with a short table 
service followed by a vegetarian potluck.   Fireside 
Room & Sanctuary. 

Fri., Sept. 23,  6:30pm Tot Shabbat.  For babies and 
children up to 5 years old (or older if they enjoy it) and 
their grown-ups. Led by Jen Miriam Kantor, Alon 
Altman and Jen’s puppet friends. Please bring a 
vegetarian potluck dish.  Social Hall. Childcare will be 
provided upon request. 

Sat., Sept. 24, No Shabbat Morning service – Join us 
tonight for Pre-Holy Days Ingathering. 

Sat., Sept. 24. The Bird of Many Colors: A Pre-Holy 
Days Ingathering: 7:15pm schmooze with 
refreshments in the Social Hall, program begins at 8pm.  
Gather with us one week before Rosh Hashanah, as we 
turn together toward the Days of Awe. This year, rather 
than observing Selichot with a service, all are welcome 
to an evening of community, music, stories, meditation 
and reflection.  Join us in the social hall for a little nosh 
and socializing, followed by a program led by the 
Kehilla spiritual leadership and musical prayer leaders, 
as we focus our awareness and maybe set some 
intention for our experience of the holy days.   If you 
are new to Kehilla, or to Kehilla’s observance of the 
High Holydays, this evening is a lovely way to begin the 
experience.  If you’re accustomed to the Selichot 
services of the last few years, you’ll find a similar 
opportunity in this program for settling into intention 
and reflection. 

Sun., Sept. 25, 8:15am-4pm, ROPES course for Bar/Bat 
Mitzvah Students. Students will carpool together to 
the spectacular Fort Miley for a day of fun, adventure 
and an exploration of team building activities. BBM 
families will receive more information about this in the 
mail. 
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Sun., Sept. 25, 1:15-3:30 pm. Interfaith Environmental 
Activity with the Faith Trio (Kehilla, Islamic Cultural 
Center, Montclair Presbyterian). This interfaith activity 
involves removing non-native plants in Joaquin Miller 
Park. Four more volunteers from Kehilla are still 
needed. To volunteer, call Lea Delson 510-528-6725. 

Sun., Sept. 25, 9am. Joyfully Jewish for 
Kindergarteners. Back classroom, main floor. 

Sun., Sept. 25, 5pm. "Mrs. Reiff and the Counterfeit 
Shop," a staged play reading by Stephanie Anne 
Johnson. Sponsored by Kehilla. A touching portrait of 
the friendship between a Black teenager and a 
Holocaust survivor in the 1960s.(See details, p. 6.) 

Tues., Sept. 27, 6:45pm. (Dinner at 6:15)  Board of 
Trustees Meeting. All are welcome. Fireside  Room. 

Wed., Sept. 28, 7:50am Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room. (Enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview.)  Doors open at 7:50 a.m., 
short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30, 
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. 

Thurs., Sept. 29, 4-6pm. Kehilla School. Please enter 
through the kitchen door. 

Thurs., Sept. 29, 6:30pm. "700 Benches: 
Experiencing Biblical Hebrew." Taught by Jenna Kemp. 
Back classroom, main floor. (See details on p. 10.)  

Fri., Sept. 30.  No Services. 
 

October 2016 
Sat., Oct. 1, 10:30am, Elul Shabbat Service at Kehilla 
with Sharon Grodin and Julie Nesnanksy, a smaller 
service in the Fireside Room, with music and reflection.   
  
Sun., Oct. 2, 6:30pm, Erev Rosh Hashanah services at 
Scottish Rite Center, 1547 Lakeside Drive, Oakland.  For 
both adults and children, start at 6:30pm. Sermon by 
Rabbi Dev.  
 
Mon., Oct. 3. Rosh Hashanah services. SERVICES WILL 
END before 12:45! at Scottish Rite Center, 1547 
Lakeside Drive, Oakland. Our leaders are determined to 
conclude the service  in time for tashlich and lunch at a 
reasonable hour. 
8:30 – 9:15am. Silent Meditation Space - 3rd Floor 
9:30am – 12:40pm. Main Rosh Hashanah Morning 
Service, beginning with Ketzev Kehilla with Kehilla’s 
Spiritual Leaders, Hazzan Shulamit and our Musical 
Prayer Leaders 
10:00 – 11:15am. Family and Youth Service with Rabbi 
Dev Noily, Sandra Razieli, Natalie Boskin, and Musical 

Prayer Leader Beth Dickinson and surprise guests! 
Children, teens and adults welcome. 

10:15 - 11:15am. Rosh Hashanah Toddler Services with 
Jen Miriam and Alon Altman. Geared towards babies, 
tots, and kids up to 5 years olds and their grown ups or 
families. 
12:45-12:55pm, Tashlich at Lake Merritt (across the 
street from services) with Rabbi David. 

 Tues., Oct. 4, 9:30am-12:30pm, Second Day Rosh 
Hashanah Services at Kehilla, 1300 Grand Avenue, 
Piedmont, with Rabbi Chaya Gusfield and Eve Decker. 
Kehilla Sanctuary. Receive the replenishment of 
contemplative song, story, and silence. Rabbi Chaya 
Gusfield and Buddhist teacher and musician Eve Decker 
use the beautiful complement of Jewish and Buddhist 
teachings, music, and spiritual practices to delve deeply 
into the essence of this holy day. A more intimate 
service for the second day. 

Wed., Oct. 5, 7:50am Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room. (Enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview.)  Doors open at 7:50 a.m., 
short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30, 
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. 

Wed., Oct. 5, 6:30pm. Spiritual Life Practices 
Committee meeting. Fireside Room. 

Wed., Oct. 5, 7:30pm. Middle East Peace Committee 
Meeting. Fireside Room. 

Thurs., Oct. 6. No Kehilla School. 

Fri., Oct. 7, 7:30pm. NO Kabbalat Shabbat services. 
Please join us for Shabbat Shuva on Saturday morning, 
Oct 8. Our next Kabbalat Shabbat service with Hazzan 
Shulamit will be on November 4.   

Sat., Oct. 8, 10:30am. Shabbat Shuva Service at 
Kehilla.  Join Howard Hamburger and Julie Nesnansky 
for the special Shabbat service situated within the Ten 
Days of Awe. We take the themes of the High Holydays 
and we explore them in the context of Shabbat in a 
smaller service context. Kiddush sponsored by Beth 
Weinberger in memory of her mother, Frieda 
Weinberger, and by Amy Bat Tzipora in memory of her 
beloved Bubbies, Zaydies, mother and father. 

Mon., Oct. 10, 7pm.  Book Discussion Group.  We will 
discuss Mystics of Mile End by Sigal Samuel. Fireside 
Room. 

Tues., Oct. 11, 6:30pm. Kol Nidre Service (for grown 
ups) at Scottish Rite Center, 1547 Lakeside Drive, 
Oakland. Judaism’s most cherished prayer sung once a 
year, Kol Nidre, kicks off a day of collective 
introspection. Sermon by Rabbi David. 
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 Tues., Oct. 11, 6:30pm. Family Kol Nidre Service (for 
children and family) at Kehilla, 1300 Grand Avenue, 
Piedmont Led by Rabbi Dev Noily & Lior Ben-Hur.  
Geared toward children ages 6-12.  Children of all ages 
and adults welcome. 

Tues., Oct. 11, 6:30pm, Toddler Kol Nidre Service (for 
babies and tots) at Kehilla, 1300 Grand Avenue, 
Piedmont Led by Jen Miriam and Alon Altman.  A 
musical, spiritual journey geared toward kids up to 5 
years old and their grown ups.  

Wed., Oct. 12. Yom Kippur Morning Services 
at Scottish Rite Center, 1547 Lakeside Drive, Oakland 
8:30am- 9:15am, Silent Meditation Space 
9:30am,  Main Yom Kippur Morning Service 
10:00am- 11:00am, Youth Services  (6th - 8th grades) 

 Wed., Oct. 12. Yom Kippur Afternoon/Evening 
Services & Activities at Kehilla, 1300 Grand Avenue, 
Piedmont 
2:00- 4:30pm Drop off potluck offerings at Kehilla (or 
bring them at 7:45pm) 
2:30-3:30 pm Workshops 
4:30 pm Yizkor (Remembrance of those who died) 
5:15 pm Rabbi Burt sermon, Healing Service & 
Dukhanen (Priestly blessings) 
6:30 pm Ne’ila (Closing the Gates) 
8:00pm-9:30pm Community Pot Luck Break-Fast at 
Kehilla. Please bring a vegetarian main dish to share. 
Food can be dropped off at Kehilla between 2:00 & 
4:30 p.m., or at 7:45 p.m. 

Thurs., Oct. 13. No Kehilla School. 

Fri., Oct. 14, 6:30pm, Friday Night Peace Walk with 
OCO. Usually Rabbi David is on these walks but may be 
out of town this weekend. But Kehilla people have 
been coming, so it would be great to continue to have 
our shul’s participation in David’s absence. This is an 
easy opportunity to really be part of the movement for 
peace in our own community led by Oakland 
Community Organizations’ Ceasefire campaign. The 
campaign is many-sided including the training and 
mobilization of neighborhood peace interveners, the 
retraining of police, and a weekly peace walk with local 
congregations to support a “culture of peace and 
healing” in neighborhoods at risk. The neighbors there 
support these walks and it has always been peaceful 
and friendly. It’s a nice way to meet people from across 
the spectrum of Oakland communities who support 
Ceasefire efforts. Meet inside First Mt. Sinai Church, 
1970 86th Ave. For info, call 510-606-5064.   

Sat. Oct. 15, 10:30am. Shabbat Service with Sharon 
Grodin and Beth Dickinson. As we read the poem that 
comprises parashat Haazinu (Deuteronomy 32), we can 

see the influence of the theology of the prophets on 
this chapter. Of course, the prophets were centuries 
after Moses, so this is a much later insert into the 
Torah with a very different way of seeing God. What 
was this theology and how does it connect to later 
Jewish spirituality and to our social activism today? We 
will especially look at Deuteronomy 32:37-40. Kiddush 
to follow. Bring a veggy potluck dish to share. Fireside 
Room. 

Sun., Oct. 16, 11am-1pm. Kehilla Neighborhood 
Brunches. 

Sun., Oct. 16, 5:30pm. Chai Mitzvah Group. Back 
classroom, main floor.   (See details, p. 11.)  

Mon., Oct. 17, 7-9pm. Community Discussion of Ballot 
Propositions and Local Measures.  Sponsored by the 
Economic Justice Committee, the Greening Committee 
and Anti-Death Penalty Action Group. Social Hall. (See 
article, p. 17.) 

Mon., Oct. 17, 6:30pm. "Elements of Magical Judaism" 
class. Taught by Jude Elfe & Jonathan Furst. Sanctuary.  
(See p. 12 for details.) 

Wed., Oct. 19, 7:50am Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room. (Enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview.)  Doors open at 7:50 a.m., 
short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30, 
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. 

Wed., Oct. 19, 7pm. Economic Justice Committee 
Meeting. Social Hall. 

Thurs., Oct. 20, 4-6pm. Kehilla School. Please enter 
through the kitchen door. 

Fri., Oct. 21, 6:30pm, Sukkot Shabbat Friday Evening 
Potluck in the Sukkah. Bring the whole family and join 
us for a Sukkot dinner in the Sukkah (and/or Social 
Hall). This is not a ritual-heavy event – our major 
purpose is to celebrate and be happy, which is the very 
purpose the Torah describes for the holiday. We’ll do a 
few blessings, then a potluck dinner, conversation, 
perhaps a chance for kids to make sukkah decorations, 
and then, as you choose to, do the ritual of blessing the 
lulav palm frond and shaking in blessing to all the 
world’s directions with Rabbi David. At Kehilla 
Remember: Bring a veggy potluck dish to share and be 
joyous. 

Sat., Oct. 22, 10:30am. Sukkot Shabbat with Special 
Procession.  Appropriate for everyone in the family. 
Join Rabbi David & Julie Nesnansky as we celebrate 
Sukkot with a joyous musical service and processions 
(“hakafot”) with lulav followed by Kiddush in the 
sukkah. Bring veggie finger food to share. 
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Mon. Oct. 24. Simchat Torah Celebration at Chochmat 
HaLev  2215 Prince St., Berkeley at Fulton. 
Join with all the Bay Area Renewal communities for a 
night of sacred and ecstastic dancing to live music and 
special Torah chanting to celebrate the conclusion of 
our High Holy Day journey.    
6:00pm  Special Kids Celebration with Jen Miriam and 
Alon Altman, dance and sing around the Torah with  
puppets, music and friends 
6:30pm Vegetarian potluck dinner 
7:00 pm Maariv, Dancing and Torah service with the 
Shirat HaLev Musicians 
9:30 pm- Kiddush and refreshments 
Donation:  Members of participating organizations: 
$15-10   General Public $20-15   Children: $5 

Tues., Oct. 25, 6:45pm. (Dinner at 6:15)  Board of 
Trustees Meeting. All are welcome. Fireside  Room. 

Wed., Oct. 26, 7:50am Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room. (Enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview.)  Doors open at 7:50 a.m., 
short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30, 
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. 

Wed., Oct. 26, 7pm. A Class in the Poetic Word. Taught 
by Lenore Weiss. Fireside Room. (See p. 12 for details.) 

Thurs., Oct. 27, 4-6pm.  Kehilla School. Please enter 
through the kitchen door. 

Thurs., Oct. 27, 6:30pm. "700 Benches: 
Experiencing Biblical Hebrew." Taught by Jenna Kemp. 
(See details on p. 10)  

Fri., Oct. 28, 6:30pm, Tot Shabbat. For children up to 5 
years old (or older if they enjoy it) and their grown-ups. 
Led by Jen Miriam Kantor, Alon Altman and Jen’s 
puppet friends. Please bring a vegetarian potluck dish. 
In the Social Hall. 

Sat., Oct 29, 10:30am.  Shabbat Service and Torah 
Study with Rabbi David and Beth Dickinson. Here we go 
again! We are starting the Torah anew from the first 
parasha of the Torah. We will be looking at the mythic 
Garden of Eden story and how it has been 
reinterpreted in traditional and modern midrash (such 
as by Lilith Magazine and John Steinbeck). During the 
service, rather than chanting the Torah we will study 

and discuss Chapter 3 of Genesis. Followed by Kiddush. 
Bring veggie finger food to share. 

Sat., Oct.29, 9am. 30th annual Harmony Walk/Run to 
End Homelessness in Richmond, hosted by the Greater 
Richmond Interfaith Program (GRIP). Check-in 9:30am. 
Walk begins 10:30am.The web address with a link to 
our team page & further details will be provided in the 
Kehilla weekly e-mails. You can walk or run for as 
much, or as little, a distance as you want.  And, there 
will be a festival in the park after the walk. (See 
announcement, p. 14.) 

Sun., Oct. 30, 2:30-5:00, (1) Nuts and Bolts Workshop 
for Parents & (2) Interactive Discussion with Shalom 
Bayit for Bar/Bat Mitzvah Students 
(1) is required for parents, (2) is highly recommended 
for Students 
   Parents who have previously gone through the 
program will be coming to and share their nuts and 
bolts experiences about planning for the whole year, 
including sharing details about how to keep things 
organized, as well as kiddush and party planning. 
Simultaneously, Zephira Derblich-Milea from Shalom 
Bayit will be presenting her award-winning workshop, 
“Love Shouldn’t Hurt.” www.shalom-bayit.org/teen 
In this workshop, students will have the opportunity to 
learn and discuss about how to build and maintain 
healthy relationships.    
For questions or to request childcare for BBM related 
activities, contact sandra@kehillasynagogue.org.  

Mon., Oct. 31, 6:30-9:30pm. "Elements of Magical 
Judaism" class. Taught by Jude Elfe & Jonathan Furst. 
Sanctuary.  (See p. 12 for details.) 

Sat., Nov. 5, 6:45pm. Annual Harvest Dinner of the 
Faith Trio (Kehilla, Islamic Cultural Center, Montclair 
Presbyterian). Come early at 6:15 if you would like to 
be present at the Muslim evening prayer. Followed by 
multi-faith blessings before dinner. Designated potluck: 
Kehilla members bring veggy salads (fish okay). 
Muslims, Jews and Christians eating together and an 
opportunity to discuss the subject of the evening: 
Solidarity: A Spiritual Necessity. At the Islamic Cultural 
Center, 1433 Madison Street, Oakland. 
 

 
  

http://www.shalom-bayit.org/teen
mailto:sandra@kehillasynagogue.org.
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Kehilla Community Synagogue 
Please use the following number for all staff:  (510) 547-2424 

Co-Rabbi, David J. Cooper 
Rabbidavid@kehillasynagogue.org 

Co-Rabbi, Dev Noily  
RabbiDev@kehillasynagogue.org 

Executive Director,  Michael Saxe-Taller 
Michael@kehillasynagogue.org 

Managing Director, Beth Bittle 
Beth@kehillasynagogue.org 

Hazzan Shulamit Wise Fairman 
Shulamit@kehillasynagogue.org 

Bar/Bat Mitvzah Program Director, Sandra Razieli 
Sandra@kehillasynagogue.org 

Founding Rabbi, Burt Jacobson   (510) 283-5704 
RabBurt@earthlink.net 
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Communications Coordinator,  
Sasha Gottfried 
Sasha@kehillasynagogue.org 

Youth Programs Coordinator,  
Natalie Boskin  
Natalie@kehillasynagogue.org 

Bookkeeper, Molly Melamed 
Molly@kehillasynagogue.org 

Events Line: 

Fax: (510) 547-2442 

Chevra Kadisha: 
Jane Hoberman: 510-843-6047 

Committee Against Abuse: 
Steven Falk: 510-339-0517 

Spiritual Life Practices Committee Chair:  
Shoshana Finacom 
Spirituallife@kehillasynagogue.org 
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              High Holy Days 5777/2016 
                     Seeking Shelter in the Days of Awe:  
            Immigrants and Refugees, Longing and Home 
                                                    by Rabbi Dev Noily 

     In March of this year a 
group of Kehilla members 
working on immigration 
issues called a meeting to 
connect people in our 
community who are involved 

in all kinds of work and service with immigrants and 
refugees, and the laws and policies affecting them. 
    Here are some of the ways people who came to the 
meeting are engaged: 

 Working with Nueva Esperanza to form 
accompaniment teams who provide direct 
support to newly arrived Central American 
immigrants; 

 Supporting LGBT refugees through the Jewish 
Family and Community Services of the East 
Bay LGBT refugee resettlement program ; 

 Working with Jewish Voice for Peace doing 
neighborhood canvassing focused on 
welcoming refugees and ending Muslim 
profiling; 

 Participating in monthly vigils at the ICE West 
County Detention Facility to support 
immigrant detainees and their families; 

 Exploring Kehilla's potential to be a sanctuary 
synagogue for those who face deportation; 

 Providing legal or counseling services to 
immigrants; 

 Providing direct or financial support for Syrian 
and other refugees in Europe, through the 
Hebrew Immigrant Aid Society (HIAS) and 
other agencies; 

 Working with the East Bay Interfaith 
Immigration Coalition; 

 Providing support to Syrian refugees coming 
to the U.S. 

    I left that meeting inspired and moved by the 
incredible energy among people in the Kehilla 
community.  There are so many ways that so many 
people are supporting immigrants and refugees, 

fighting against deportations and human rights 
abuses, and advocating for policy changes that reflect 
our commitment to welcome people who are fleeing 
war, persecution and social and economic turmoil.   
    One thing that came up at the meeting was the 
need to let more people know about the work that’s 
happening, and to help more people join in.  How 
could we get word out about where contributions are 
needed and how people contribute—whether 
someone has an occasional few hours or dollars to 
give, or has housing to share, or can offer an ongoing 
gift of time? 
    When the Spiritual Leadership team (Rabbi David, 
Hazzan Shulamit, Avi Rose, Rabbi Burt, Howard 
Hamburger, Sandra Razieli, Sharon Grodin and myself) 
met to consider our theme for this year’s High Holy 
Days, “immigrants and refugees” emerged as a 
compelling choice.  We saw at least a trio of 
interconnected reasons to dig into this ground:  (1) the 
urgent humanitarian and justice issues underlying the 
unprecedented migration underway, (2) the energy 
already flowing in Kehilla to address the crises, and (3) 
the potential for our coming together for High Holy 
Days to help more people respond to the crises.  
    One more reason to let ourselves be guided by this 
theme is its profoundly rich spiritual terrain.  
Experiences of seeking refuge, migrating, yearning for 
home and offering harbor and kindness to those 
fleeing from danger open up the big questions that all 
of us sometimes face in moments of stillness.  What is 
the sense of disorientation, separateness or apartness 
that we sometimes feel? How do we come to be at 
home in the world and in ourselves? What is our 
longing for connection and at-one-ment—where does 
it come from, and where can it lead us? What are our 
personal and communal histories of migration and 
how do they shape us? How can we move toward 
harmony and balance between our unique individual 
experience and our shared connection to all that is? 

[continued on p. 19]
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Renew Your Membership Now! 
    Kehilla members in good standing will automatically 

receive complimentary admission to High Holy Day 
services when you renew your membership for 2015-16.  

Your admission to High Holy Day services will be your 
name at the door, along with your name tag.  

    To renew your membership, please visit our website at 
www.KehillaSynagogue.org.     

 

Discounts 
On First-Time Membership 

    We are offering a discount on membership dues 
through December 1, 2016. Dues are $200 for Adults 
under 30, and $660 for Adults 30 and over, and will 
include tickets to all High Holy Day services. Conversely, 
any payment made for High Holy Day tickets can be 
applied to the cost of membership. Payment plans can be 
arranged. 

   Visit the website at www.KehillaSynagogue.org and 
click on “JOIN” for more information, or  contact Sasha at 
(510) 547-2424 x100 or Sasha@KehillaSynagogue.org.   

 

 

High Holy Day Tickets  
for the General Public 

Tickets to services  for the general public can be 
ordered on the website at 

http://kehillasynagogue.org/highholydays/  

Tickets will also be available 
 for purchase at the door. 

High Holy Days Schedule 
The Bird of Many Colors:  

A Pre-Holy Days Ingathering 
Saturday, September 24  

Social hour at 7:15, Program at 8pm 

Erev Rosh Hashanah at Scottish Rite Center  
Sunday, October 2, 6:30pm  

Rosh Hashanah at Scottish Rite Center  
Monday, October 3, 9:30am  

Rosh Hashanah Family & Youth Service 
 at Scottish Rite Center 
Monday, October 3, 10am 

Rosh Hashanah Toddler Services 
at Scottish Rite Center 

Monday, October 3, 10:15am 

Second Day Rosh Hashanah at Kehilla  
Tuesday, October 4, 9:30am 

Shabbat Shuvah at Kehilla 
Saturday, October 8, 10:30am 

Kol Nidre at Scottish Rite Center 
 Tuesday, October 11, 6:30pm  

Kol Nidre Family Service at Kehilla  
Tuesday, October 11, 6:30pm 

Kol Nidre Toddler Service at Kehilla  
Tuesday, October 11, 6:30pm 

Yom Kippur Day at Scottish Rite Center  
Wednesday, October 12, 9:30am  

Yom Kippur Youth Service for 6th-8th Graders 
at Scottish Rite Center 

Wednesday, October 12, 10am 

Yom Kippur Afternoon/Evening at Kehilla 
Wednesday, October 12 

2:00-4:30pm: Drop off potluck offerings* 
2:30-3:30pm: Workshops 

 4:30pm: Yizkor (Remembrance) 
5:15pm: Rabbi Burt Teaching, Healing Service & Dukhanen  

6:30pm: Ne’ila (Closing the Gates) 
8pm: Community Potluck Break-fast 

*Please bring a vegetarian main dish to share. Food can be 
dropped off at Kehilla between 2:00 & 4:30pm or at 7:45pm 

 

 

KKeehhiillllaa  HHiigghh  HHoollyy  DDaayyss  
22001166//55777777 

http://www.KehillaSynagogue.org.
http://www.KehillaSynagogue.org
mailto:Sasha@KehillaSynagogue.org.
http://kehillasynagogue.org/highholydays/
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Executively Speaking  
A New Year: Looking Ahead 

                                         by Michael Saxe-Taller, Executive Director 
      

       It is again that time of the Jewish 
cycle when we reflect on the past year    
and imagine the one that is coming.   
     This year, my first full Jewish year at 
Kehilla, was filled with important 

moments and solid growth for us as a congregation. We 
finished the year a stronger, more cohesive community. 
We have increased our membership, solidified our 
finances, updated our technology, prepared for an 
upcoming rabbinic transition and developed even more 
committed congregant leaders (for specifics, see my June 
Kol Kehilla article at http://kehillasynagogue.org/oh-
what-a-year/. I think we can be proud of all that we did 
to strengthen our community and to make constructive 
change in the communities around us. 
     I am jazzed for the year that is coming up. We enter 
the year planted on firm ground,  prepared to face the 
next important set of challenges for us as a community. I 
think these include: 
     Caring for our building – Our physical home is in need 
of some significant repair. In addition, we want our 
building to be more accessible and more welcoming to 
our own community and to those who join us.  
     Completing our Rabbinic transition – Rabbis David and 
Dev will be serving as Co-Rabbis for this year until the  

 
next stage of the transition occurs in July 2017. We will 
have many chances to appreciate Rabbi David for his 
years of work and to prepare for Rabbi Dev’s step into 
the senior rabbinic role. We will also be searching for a 
dynamic new Director of Kehilla School to join our Kehilla 
leadership team.  
     Addressing the issues of a growing community – 
Kehilla grew by 25 member households in the past year 
and we have reason to think that we will continue to 
grow this year as well. We will need to put attention to 
welcoming our new members, as well as to how we 
maintain our intimacy and individual care while we grow. 
     Thinking about our next 5-10 years – As our present 
day situation has become stable, we now have the 
opportunity to image our future as a congregation and to 
strategize and prioritize the steps that will get us there.    
The Kehilla Board and many of our other committees will 
have opportunities to do this kind of thinking. 
     I am excited for the opportunity to engage with you 
this year on these issues and on the many other aspects 
of Kehilla life.  
     May we all have a sweet year of working, building, 
growing and celebrating together as a community. 
L’Shana Tova

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

It's Membership Renewal Time! 

    It is time again for you to renew your annual Kehilla dues pledge. 

     We are excited to have a new membership renewal and registration process, a result of another one of our 
year’s major accomplishments - a new, upgraded database. We now have one form that is used for membership 
renewals, new memberships and religious school registrations. The form will combine all fees and allow you to 
set up a payment plan. We will also be able to automatically update your contact information into the database.  

     We strongly encourage everyone to renew their membership electronically. If you need a paper registration 
form, please contact Sasha Gottfried at 510-547-2424 x100 or Sasha@kehillasynagogue.org  

     You have recently received a letter and a couple of emails outlining the renewal/registration process. You can 
access the renewal/registration form by going to the to the Kehilla website or to the link in the renewal emails.  

     We deeply appreciate your membership in this community and look forward to another year together! 

  

http://kehillasynagogue.org/oh-
mailto:Sasha@kehillasynagogue.org
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Chai Elul Shabbat & 
New Member Welcome 

Saturday, September 10, 10am 

      Join our “Bima Team” for a spirited, musical service as 
we immerse in the month of Elul and prepare for the High 
Holy Days. Our newest members will receive a special 
honor during the Torah service, and we’ll kick off the 
morning with Ketzev Kehilla, our prayerful percussion 
orchestra. Come one, come all! Children most welcome! 
Vegetarian potluck luncheon to follow. Please bring a 
vegetarian dish to share.  Kiddush also sponsored by Ruth 
Goldstone & James Eder in honor of Ruth's mother Merle 
S. Goldstone's yartzheit. 

 

Solar Lights for Gaza Fundraiser & 
 Pre-Shabbat Potluck 

Friday, September 16, 5:30pm 
     This is a special pre-Shabbat Service gathering and 
potluck meal organized by Kehilla’s Greening Committee 
and Middle East Peace Committee. The purpose is to raise 
tzedakah for Rebuilding Alliance’s project to provide solar 
lights for the residents of Gaza where electricity is often 
available for only four or five hours in a day. This is 
especially needed by children who would otherwise study 
at night by hazardous candle or kerosene light. Guest 
speaker: Donna Baranski-Walker, founder of Rebuilding 
Alliance. We will have a Potluck Dinner in the Social Hall 
starting at 6:00.  Please bring a vegetarian or fish dish to 
share.  Followed by Kabbalat Shabbat Service at 7:30. (See 
article, p. 8.) 

 

Elul Shabbat Service with  
the Chevra Kadisha 

Saturday, September 17, 10:30am 

     Led by Rabbi David, Hazzan Shulamit, and Julie 
Nesnansky. Celebrating the completion of our “Sh’mira 
Readings Project.” Sh’mira is the ritual of staying with the 
body of the deceased in the period preceding the funeral 
during which the shomer (“guardian”) traditionally reads 
from the book of psalms. For our members, when they do 
Sh’mira, Kehilla’s Chevra Kadisha has assembled readings 
from innovative and interpretive translations of the psalms, 
some of which we will read at this service. We will have a 
short Torah reading that morning with one aliyah. 
Deuteronomy 22:6-12. If you want to chant this, email 
Rabbi David.  In the Fireside Room. Kiddush sponsored by 
the Chevra Kadisha. 

A Community Forum on the  
Movement for Black Lives Platform 

Study & Conversation 
Sunday September 18, 3:30 – 7:00pm 

     Join us as we come together to study the 
platform as a community and to listen deeply to 
what the Movement’s leaders are saying. Rabbi 
David, Rabbi Dev, Hazzan Shulamit, and Rabbi Burt 
have endorsed the Movement for Black Lives 
Platform as individuals.  We invite you to read the 
entire platform, either ahead of time or at the 
Forum.   
    Our intention is to create a community forum 
that centers the Platform’s demands for racial and 
economic justice, while making space for the 
complex emotional responses that may arise for us 
in relationship to Jewish identity, racial identity and 
all the aspects of ourselves that make each of us 
who we are. 
    ( See article on p. 9 for details.)  

Kehilla High Holy Days Art Reception 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Saturday, September 17, 3:30-6:30pm 

     Kehilla is honored to present a group show 
reflecting this year’s High Holy Days theme of 
Immigrants. Refugees. Longing. Home. For the first 
time, Kehilla will be using art to deepen our 
individual and collective connection to the High Holy 
Days. 
     Over 20 Kehilla members have contributed more 
than 30 pieces, including sketches, paintings, mixed 
media, ceramics, photos, and narrative. The work is 
both beautiful and powerful. We invite you to join us 
at the artists’ reception.  Thanks to the talent and 
generosity of our congregation, art will be displayed 
not only in the Fireside Room but throughout the 
synagogue. Light refreshments will be served. We 
look forward to seeing you there! 
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A Gym for Writers 
     Have you always wanted to explore writing and 
other writers, but need a supportive environment 
to get the ink going? Here's an open invitation for 
all those who'd like to discuss forming a Jewish-
based writing group. 
     The possibilities might include — a place where 
we can generate new writing based on prompts 
and other self-starters, exchange information 
about our favorite Jewish writers and poets, read 
together, or something else.  
      If interested, please contact Lenore Weiss at 
webcontentlw@gmail.com  with "Gym for 
Writers"  in the subject line.   

Yoga for Renewal: 
Rooted in Jewish Mystical Teachings 

with Julie Emden of Jewish LearningWorks 

 

Sunday, September 18, 2:00-4:00pm 

     Integrate, mind, body, heart and spirit. Enhance 
your practices for living in balance and wellness with 
this gentle, grounded Iyengar-based yoga and 
movement practice infused with themes of 
realignment and renewal for the Jewish New Year. 

     Location:  4th Street Yoga, 1809 4th St., Berkeley 
     Cost:  $25.   Register: yogasept20.eventbrite.com 

     Co-sponsored by 4th Street Yoga, Chochmat HaLev, 
Congregation Netivot Shalom, Kehilla Community 

Synagogue, Temple Sinai Oakland. 

     Contact: jemden@jewishlearningworks.org 
About Julie Emden:  Julie directs the Embodied Jewish 
Learning Initiative at Jewish LearningWorks. A graduate of 
five fellowship and certification programs related to her 
work as a Jewish Educator and as a Yoga, Movement and 
Dance Instructor, Julie holds a BA from the University of 
Michigan. She holds teaching certifications in Iyengar-
based yoga from the Yoga Room in Berkeley, in Yoga and 
Jewish Spirituality from Elat Chayyim Center for Jewish 
Spirituality, and in Movement-based Expressive Arts from 
Tamalpa Institute.  

 “We Are the Bridge” Exhibit Reception 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Sunday, September 18, 1- 3 pm 
     This exhibit showcases works by artists of multiple 
faith traditions, and is sponsored by the Faith Trio 
(Kehilla, Islamic Cultural Center, and Montclair 
Presbyterian).  It includes a large selection from the 
May 2015 interfaith exhibition held at the Islamic 
Cultural Center of Northern California. Kehilla artists 
Tamar Raine, Susan Freundlich and Lea Delson are 
represented in this exhibit, along with many other 
wonderful artists.  Free Reception with Music. 

 At Osher Marin JCC  
 200 North San Pedro Rd. San Rafael 

 
Mission Dolores Window by Lea Delson 

 

The Bird of Many Colors: 
A Pre-Holy Days Ingathering 

Saturday, September 24 
Shmooze: 7:15pm  Program: 8pm 

     Gather with us one week before Rosh Hashanah, as 
we turn together toward the Days of Awe. This year, 
rather than observing Selichot with a service, all are 
welcome to an evening of community, music, stories, 
meditation and reflection.  

      Join us in the social hall for a little nosh and 
socializing, followed by a program led by the Kehilla 
spiritual leadership and musical prayer leaders, as we 
focus our awareness and maybe set some intention for 
our experience of the holy days.   If you are new to 
Kehilla, or to Kehilla’s observance of the High Holydays, 
this evening is a lovely way to begin the experience.  If 
you’re accustomed to the Selichot services of the last 
few years, you’ll find a similar opportunity in this 
program for settling into intention and reflection. 

 

mailto:webcontentlw@gmail.com
mailto:jemden@jewishlearningworks.org
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"Mrs. Reiff And The Counterfeit Shop" 
by Stephanie Anne Johnson 

A Staged Play Reading 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Sunday, September 25, 5pm 

     We are delighted to present a staged reading of 
Stephanie Anne Johnson’s newest play. This 
autobiographical portrait begins when teenaged 
Stephanie looks into the window of an art store in 
Englewood, New Jersey. 
      Welcomed by Mrs. Reiff, the owner of the 
Counterfeit Shop, they develop a decades long 
friendship which transcends age, culture, race, and 
religion. There are flashbacks to highlight this 
historical moment on the East Coast when Black 
people and Jewish people shared common cause in 
the quest for social justice. A surprising cultural 
intersection is revealed at the end of the play. 
      Susan Felix, Bruce Bierman, and Stephanie Anne 
Johnson will be the readers. Bruce Bierman will lead 
participants in Jewish dance before an open 
discussion of this play in development.   
     People of all ages are welcome to attend this 
event.  Admission is free. Donations for the actors 
and technician will be gratefully accepted. 

In the Sanctuary 

 

Sukkot Shabbat: 
Friday Evening Potluck in the Sukkah 

 
Friday, October 21, 6:30pm 

    Bring the whole family and join us for a Sukkot 
dinner in the Sukkah (and/or Social Hall). This is not a 
ritual-heavy event – our major purpose is to 
celebrate and be happy which is the very purpose 
the Torah describes for the holiday. We’ll do a few 
blessings, then a potluck dinner, conversation, 
perhaps a chance for kids to make sukkah 
decorations, and then, as you choose to, do the ritual 
of blessing the lulav palm frond and shaking in 
blessing to all the world’s directions with Rabbi 
David.   Remember: Bring a veggie potluck dish to 
share and be joyous! (Fish okay, but no shellfish, 
please.) 

 

Annual Harvest Dinner of the Faith Trio 
“Solidarity: A Spiritual Necessity”  

 

 
Saturday evening, November 5 

 
6:15 Come early if you would like to be present at the 
Muslim evening service 
6:45 Multi-Faith Blessings, Potluck Dinner (see below) 
and Conversation 
 
     The Faith Trio is an alliance of Kehilla Community 
Synagogue, Islamic Cultural Center of Northern 
California, and Montclair Presbyterian Church. Every 
year we hold an autumn gathering. Often we have a 
theme for discussion at the tables. The opening 
question this year: “What is your earliest memory of an 
experience where you met someone from another 
religious background?” Our discussions will focus on 
the spiritual necessity for interfaith solidarity.  
Designated potluck: Kehilla members bring veggy 
salads (fish okay). 

At the Islamic Cultural Center of Northern California 
1433 Madison Street, Oakland near 14th Street 
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Kehilla Neighborhood Brunches Return! 
Sunday, October 16, 11:00am-1:00pm

If you have ever wanted to find out more about the 
Kehilla members in your neighborhood and to make 
connections in your local village - come to a Kehilla 
Neighborhood Brunch!   This year our brunch is on the 
day of the first evening of Sukkot. 

WHERE: We expect to have hosts for Berkeley, 
Richmond, South Oakland and the 
Rockridge/Temescal/Grand Lake/Piedmont area of 
Oakland. WHAT: The hosts will provide juice, coffee 
and tea.   

Guests are asked to bring vegetarian brunch items to 
share. 

Save the Date and look for further announcements in 
the weekly emails or call the office!  We hope to see 
you there!  If you are willing to volunteer your home, 
please email chesed@kehillasynagogue.org.  Your offer 
will be much appreciated. 

Shalom, 
The Chesed Committee 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Erev Simchat Torah Celebration!  
Monday, October 24 

 

 

 

 

at Chochmat HaLev   
2215 Prince St., Berkeley at Fulton. 

Join with all the Bay Area Renewal communities for 
a night of sacred and ecstastic dancing to live 
music and special Torah chanting to celebrate the 
conclusion of our High Holy Day journey.    

6:00pm  Special Kids Celebration with Jen Miriam 
and Alon Altman, dance and sing around the Torah 
with  puppets, music and friends 

6:30pm Vegetarian potluck dinner 

7:00 pm Maariv, Dancing and Torah service with 
the Shirat HaLev Musicians 

9:30 pm- Kiddush and refreshments 

Donation:  Members of participating organizations: 
$15-10   General Public $20-15   Children: $5 

Save the Date! 

The Buddha & The Ba’al Shem Tov 
With Zoketsu Norman Fischer, Rabbi Burt Jacobson &  

Rabbi Dev Noily  
Come celebrate Rabbi Burt's 80th Birthday! 

Saturday Evening, November 19, 7:30pm 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

   Our own visionary teacher Rabbi Burt and noted poet, 
meditation teacher and Zen Buddhist priest, Norman 
Fischer will be in dialogue, moderated by Rabbi Dev. They 
will explore parallels in the teaching and lives of the 
Buddha and the Ba’al Shem Tov, two enlightened teachers 
who saw the Divine everywhere, and taught the spiritual 
values of mystery, compassion, love and joy. 

   Come and celebrate Rabbi Burt’s 80th birthday and 50th 
year in the rabbinate! The dialogue will be followed by 
delectable desserts and drinks in the Social Hall. 

   PLEASE NOTE – We will be celebrating Rabbi Burt’s 80th 
throughout Shabbat on November 18 & 19.  We will have 
Kabbalat Shabbat services and oneg on Friday night, and 
special Shabbat morning services and lunch on Saturday. 

Sanctuary 
 

 

 

 

mailto:chesed@kehillasynagogue.org.
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Book Discussion Group 
All Kehilla members are welcome to join us for our customary meetings on the second Monday of the month at 7pm in 
the Fireside Room. These books are from the San Francisco Jewiish Community Library and there might be copies to 
borrow. 

Monday, September 12, 7pm 
The Fixer by Bernard Malamud 

     The Fixer (1966) is Bernard Malamud's best-known 
and most acclaimed novel -- one that makes manifest his 
roots in Russian fiction, especially that of Isaac Babel.  
Set in Kiev in 1911 during a period of heightened anti-
Semitism, the novel tells the story of Yakov Bok, a Jewish 
handyman blamed for the brutal murder of a young 
Russian boy. Bok leaves his village to try his luck in Kiev, 
and after denying his Jewish identity, finds himself 
working for a member of the anti-Semitic Black 
Hundreds Society. When the boy is found nearly drained 
of blood in a cave, the Black Hundreds accuse the Jews of 
ritual murder. Arrested and imprisoned, Bok refuses to 
confess to a crime that he did not commit. 
 

 

Monday, October 10, 7pm 
Mystics of Mile End by Sigal Samuel 

     Sigal Samuel’s debut novel, in the vein of Nicole 
Krauss’s bestselling The History of Love, is an imaginative 
story that delves into the heart of Jewish mysticism, 
faith, and family. In the half-Hasidic, half-hipster 
Montreal neighborhood of Mile End, eleven-year-old Lev 
Meyer is discovering that there may be a place for 
Judaism in his life. As he learns about science in his day 
school, Lev begins his own extracurricular study of the 
Bible’s Tree of Knowledge with neighbor Mr. Katz, who is 
building his own Tree out of trash. Meanwhile his sister 
Samara is secretly studying for her Bat Mitzvah with 
next-door neighbor and Holocaust survivor, Mr. 
Glassman. All the while his father, David, a professor of 
Jewish mysticism, is a non-believer. 

 
Solar Lights for Gaza Fundraiser & 

 Pre-Shabbat Potluck 
Please join Kehilla’s Greening and Middle East Peace Committees for a potluck dinner on  

September 16 at 5:30pm and fundraiser to support the children of Gaza. 

         Gaza is still recovering from fifty-one days of 
bombing in 2014. Electricity, water, and sewage systems 
are all still very fragile, and more than 17,000 people are 
still in temporary housing. Families there are affected 
daily by rolling black-outs. Far too often electricity is 
only available for 4 hours per day. Children must do 
their homework by dangerous kerosene lamps or 
candlelight. For the last year, the Rebuilding Alliance, a 
local non-profit organization, has been fundraising and 
shpping solar powered lights to Non-Governmental 
Organizations in Gaza. Our goal is to help raise funds to 
help them send the next pallet of 1,920 solar-powered 
lights to Gaza's children. 
     Our speaker for the evening will be Donna Baranski-
Walker, founder and Executive Director of Rebuilding 
Alliance, who was in Gaza in April to distribute the first 
pallet of solar lights. Rebuilding Alliance is working with 
Palestinian Non-Governmental Organizations in Gaza to 
distribute the solar lights to children and families in 
need. Donna will explain how Rebuilding Alliance is able 
to send the solar-powered lights through the blockade 
following pre-clearance by both Palestinian and Israeli 
Customs. She also will tell us about their NGO partners 
and some of the families she visited in Gaza. This will be 

a rare opportunity to hear directly from someone who 
has spent time in Gaza supporting children and families.  
     Rebuilding Alliance has already delivered three pallets 
of solar lights so children in Gaza can safely study and 
spend time with their families. There are 700,000 
children in Gaza.  Please join us on Sept. 16th to help 
Rebuilding Alliance send more Luci Lights to Gaza's 
children. 
     We will have a Potluck Dinner in the Social Hall 
starting at 5:30. Please bring a vegetarian or fish dish to 
share.  
     And please join us after dinner and the presentation 
for a spirited, musical Kabbalat Shabbat service to sing, 
meditate, dance, and rest in the joy and peace of 
Shabbat. Led by Hazzan Shulamit and Julie Nesnansky. 
     We hope you can join us on September 16 to hear first 
hand from our guest about her experience personally 
delivering solar lights to Gaza. But if you can’t make it, 
please make a donation to this great project!  
     You can donate at this link: 
https://commitchange.com/ca/burlingame-
94010/rebuilding-alliance/events/kehilla-for-gazas-
children 

https://commitchange.com/ca/burlingame-
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You’re Invited: 
A Community Forum on the Movement for Black Lives Platform: 

Study & Conversation 

Sunday September 18, 3:30 – 7:00pm 
by Rabbi Dev Noily 

     In early August the Movement for Black Lives 
Platform was published.  Organizers described their 
project this way: 

In response to the sustained and increasingly visible 
violence against Black communities in the U.S. and 
globally, a collective of more than 50 organizations 
representing thousands of Black people from across 
the country have come together with renewed 
energy and purpose to articulate a common vision 
and agenda. 
Our resistance and rebellion are not new, but like 
other times in history have come to a critical mass, 
and the bravery of those in Ferguson and across 
the country captured the attention of the world. A 
year ago, over 2,000 of us gathered in Cleveland to 
reflect on the state of our movement for liberation 
and celebrate our people, both those who have 
fallen and those who have survived. It was there 
that we began the process of uniting to articulate a 
shared vision of the world we want to live in. 

     The Platform articulates that sweeping and radical 
vision for racial and economic justice. It addresses 
reparations, education, healthcare, housing, policing, 
militarization (domestic and foreign), incarceration, 
criminalization, community control, and other aspects 
of U.S. society and policy that impact Black lives. 
     We’re excited to come together to study the 
platform as a community and to listen deeply to what 
the Movement’s leaders are saying. Rabbi David, 
Hazzan Shulamit, Rabbi Burt and I have endorsed the 
Movement for Black Lives Platform as individuals.  As I 
read the Platform I felt the tectonic plates of racial 
injustice in our country begin to shift.  In the profound 
language of the background pieces I could hear more 
of the stories of Black lives, deepening my awareness 
of the differences between my experience as White 
person and the experiences of so many Black people I 

live alongside.   I heard the Platform as a call to listen 
to Black voices, as a call to compassion, and as a call to 
join more fully in the M4BL struggle to root out the 
injustice that continues to rot the core of our country.  
This feels like an extraordinary historic moment to me, 
and I feel humbled and grateful for the Movement for 
Black Lives as path to justice for all of us. 
     We’d like Kehilla to consider endorsing the Platform 
as an organization as well. This Forum will be our first 
communal conversation about the Platform, and will 
help us to discern the next steps in this process.   
     The primary focus of our learning and 
conversations will be the current and historic 
experiences of Black people in the U.S., and the ways 
that White supremacy has operated, and continues to 
operate in our society and in our souls. 
     We invite you to read the entire platform, either 
ahead of time or at the September 18 Community 
Forum.  The first part of the afternoon will be devoted 
to studying the Platform.  You will find links to a 
summary of the Platform, and to the deeper analysis 
of each of its six parts on our website at this link: 
http://kehillasynagogue.org/event/a-community-
forum-on-the-movement-for-black-lives-platform-
study-conversation/  
     After doing text study with the Platform we’ll have 
a break and a nosh/snack.  The second half of the 
afternoon will be a compassionate listening-style 
session, where people gather in facilitated small 
groups to share their responses, reactions to and 
questions about the platform.  We will have at least 
one small group for People of Color.  We’ll end with 
everyone coming together to share highlights from the 
small group conversations.  You may come for the 
whole time, or just the first half, or just the second 
half.   [continued on p. 13.]

 

http://kehillasynagogue.org/event/a-community-
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New Adult Education Classes Fall 2016 

To Register for Classes: You can register and pay online at www.KehillaSynagogue.org (click on the 
"LEARN" link and then click on Adult Education), or send check payable to Kehilla to Kehilla, 

 1300 Grand Ave., Piedmont, CA 94610.  

 
 
“700 Benches: Experiencing Biblical Hebrew” 
Class 
Begins September 8, 6:30pm 
Taught by Jenna Kemp 
Have you ever wanted to read and understand Torah 
Hebrew? As a first phase in the launch of Kehilla’s new 
“700 Benches” beit-midrash program,  Kehilla is 
offering  a class designed to be an immersive 
experience in the language and structure of biblical 
Hebrew. What do we mean by “immersive?" Think of 
once a week jumping into the deep end of the pool—
with water wings as needed, swim buddies, and a 
lifeguard. 
This class is a multi-level beit-midrash in which 
students will learn the grammar that will allow them 
to begin reading biblical Hebrew without an English 
translation. Working primarily in chevrutah (pairs, 
small groups), we will learn grammar together, while 
simultaneously reading biblical narrative in Hebrew. 
People at all levels of Hebrew abilities are encouraged 
to join. Students will be expected to do some 
homework and memorization, but the emphasis is on 
concepts and resources that will allow you to begin to 
“swim” on your own! 
If you are interested in the class, but need some work 
on your aleph-bet, you will find resources to help get 
you up to speed on our website at this link: 
http://kehillasynagogue.org/online-hebrewbiblical-
text-resources/ 
Prerequisite: Aleph-bet and Vowels 
Dates:  Thursdays, Sept. 8- Sept. 29, Oct. 27, Nov. 3 (A 
six-session series) 
Time: 6:30-8:30pm 
Cost: $150 Kehilla members, $180 General Public.  No 
one turned away for lack of ability to pay the full 
amount. If you are unable to pay the full amount, 
please contact sjgrodin@comcast.net. 
Questions? Contact Jenna Stover-Kemp at 
jennakemp25@gmail.com or Sharon Grodin at 
sjgrodin@comcast.net. No one is turned away for lack 
of funds; please discuss this with us. 

 
 

 
 
Conversion Group  
Begins September 12, 7:30pm 
Led by Rabbi Dev Noily and Sharon Grodin 

 Kehilla’s conversion group is the communal portion of 
a process of individual inquiry that each participant 
anticipates will lead to adopting Judaism.  Kehilla’s 
spiritual leaders Rabbi Dev and Sharon Grodin are 
available to guide participants in their reading, 
selection of classes, and experiences that inform their 
education toward discernment about this decision. 
 The group is not an “introduction to Judaism” class, 
but rather a forum where participants reflect on and 
share insights about the studies and experiences each 
is undertaking within Kehilla and elsewhere.  The 
group meets once a month for 1-1/2 hours, which 
typically includes some learning together and 
responding to each others’ questions. Because this 
group is intended to support conversion in the 
context of Kehilla community, after the first two 
sessions, participants are expected to decide whether 
Kehilla is a good fit for them; if so, participants will be 
come members, and if not, participants will be 
supported in finding an alternative for their 
conversion studies. 
If you are interested in this group, please contact 
Sharon Grodin at sjgrodin@comcast.net.  
Dates:  Mondays, Sept. 12, Nov. 14, Dec. 12  
Cost: No charge (but see above about membership).  
Led by Rabbi Dev and Sharon Grodin. 
Location: Sanctuary/Buber Room 

 

http://www.KehillaSynagogue.org
http://kehillasynagogue.org/online-hebrewbiblical-
mailto:sjgrodin@comcast.net.
mailto:jennakemp25@gmail.com
mailto:sjgrodin@comcast.net.
mailto:sjgrodin@comcast.net.
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Adult Education (continued) 
 
"Drumming As Prayer" Class 
A Two-Class Series: September 18 & September 21 
Taught by Debbie Fier, Kehilla Musical Prayer Leader & 
“Heartbeat of the Service"  
     Drumming is an active form of meditation. It 
provides a wonderful way to be present, express 
yourself and learn how to drum with a group in sacred 
community space. At Kehilla, we are creating an 
intergenerational drum group, called Ketzev Kehilla, 
(the Beats of Kehilla), and we have been learning 
some of the rhythms for the Kehilla melodies and also 
drumming at our Chai Shabbat services. 
     This is a two-class series. It can be taken as a series 
or as individual classes. (However, if you want to 
drum at High Holy Days services, you must come to 
both classes.) 
       Those who wish to will have the opportunity to 
drum for our High Holy Days services at the Scottish 
Rite Center in Oakland. Participants who want to join 
us in drumming need to commit to coming to both 
classes of the series (exceptions may be made IF you 
have taken previous ‘Drumming as Prayer’ classes with 
Debbie. In those cases you must come to at least 1 
class). If you have taken this class before, and enjoy 
drumming in our Kehilla circle, please come to the 
class!  We will always learn new rhythms, practice new 
exercises and continue building on what we have 
previously done. 
     All ages and all levels welcome!  Please bring a 
drum if you have one.  If you need a drum for the 
class, please email Sasha@kehillasynagogue.org and 
we will do our best to provide one. Hand percussion 
(shakers, claves, etc.) will be provided. 
     Dates: Sunday, Sept 18 - 4-5:30 and Wednesday,  
Sept 21, 7-8:30 in the Fireside Room.  
    Cost:  2-class series: $36 members/ $46 non-
members; Individual class: $20 members/ $25 non-
members 
    Location: Fireside Room 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Chai Mitzvah Group Forming: “A Jewish Year” 
Begins Sunday, October 16, 5:30pm 

In response to many requests for a more structured, 
group-based program for exploring Judaism, Kehilla is 
offering a Chai Mitzvah group beginning in October.  
What is “Chai Mitzvah,” you ask?  It’s a curriculum and 
structure created by a Jewish-multidenominational 
(including Renewal) group of rabbis and educators, 
designed to support group study and a period of 
committed personal exploration.  No prior experience 
with Judaism or Hebrew is required.  Here’s what the 
creators have to say about it: 

“Chai Mitzvah is a unique adult engagement program 
that encourages an integrated, experiential approach 
to Jewish life through five simple components. Each 
participant:  

1. Attends monthly group learning with a set 
curriculum provided by Chai Mitzvah.  

2. Chooses an independent study topic for the year.  

3. Chooses a ritual/spiritual practice to take on for the 
year.  

4. Chooses a social action activity to commit to for the 
year.  

5. Celebrates the journey!”  

In our case, we’ve chosen “A Jewish Year” as an 
overarching theme. Participants will investigate and 
experience the Jewish calendar as it occurs, separately 
or together, as interests dictate.  Our mitzvah group 
will meet on third Sundays starting in October, with 
minimal costs set to cover our fee from Chai Mitzvah 
for the materials (the more participants, the lower the 
cost, but we are setting the initial registration fee 
$18/person for the 9-month period).  The group may 
decide to engage speakers or project leaders on 
particular topics and share the cost of that additional 
enrichment.  For more information about the 
program, see www.chaimitzvah.org.  For questions 
about our group, contact sjgrodin@comcastnet. 

Dates: Monthly for 9 months, beginning Sunday,  
Oct. 16, 5:30-7pm 

Cost: $18/person 

Location: Back classsroom, main floor 

mailto:Sasha@kehillasynagogue.org
http://www.chaimitzvah.org.
mailto:sjgrodin@comcastnet.
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Adult Education (continued) 
 

Elements of Magical Judaism 
Begins Monday, October 16, 6:00pm 
with Reclaiming* Teachers  
Jude Elf & Maggid Jonathan Furst 
Join us for a six-week exploration of Earth-based 
Judaism through the elements of Earth, Air, Fire, 
Water and Spirit. Develop personal practices and 
improvisational ritual co-creation skills, blending 
modern G!ddess-oriented magic with traditional 
Jewish and ancient Hebraic spirituality.  
Dates: Mondays, October 17 - November 21, 6pm  
Cost: $240-$90 sliding scale 
Location: Sanctuary 
For More Info: contact jfurst@pobox.com or  
415-516-4904 
*Learn more about Reclaiming here: 
http://www.reclaiming.org/  
Co-sponsored by the Jewitch Collective and Derech 
Ha'Aretz Outdoor Yeshiva 
 
I Never Knew Hebrew Could Be So Much Fun 
Class 
Begins Sunday, October 23, 10:30am 
Taught by Bracha Stone 
Once again Bracha is offering her fabulous course in 
beginning Hebrew. Absolutely no previous Hebrew 
experience is required or expected. Come and find out 
why you don’t have to know very much at all in order 
to have Hebrew take on a very special place in your 
life. Bracha loves to teach this class since adults tend 
to be very compliant students and they ask such 
serious questions. Form a community of like-minded 
adults, play games, sing songs and learn, learn, learn.  
Repeaters welcomed!! 

Dates:  Sunday, Oct. 23, 30, Nov. 6, 10:30am-11:45am 
Cost:  $54 members, $66 nonmembers 
Location: Given at the time of registration. 
Call Bracha for questions or concerns. 510-703-2220. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Personalizing Our Experience With Jewish 
Liturgy 
First meeting: Sunday, October 23, 6:30pm 
A new group convened by Bracha Stone 
Designed for those who want to explore an expanded 
and creative relationship to Jewish liturgy. While there 
is no expectation of a belief in "God," this group is 
designed for those who desire to personally connect 
to "something-bigger-than-us" and/or "the-wisdom-
deep-within-us." We will witness and be witnessed as 
we explore our attraction and creative responses to 
traditional Jewish prayer practice. We will meet 
together once a month for 5 months. We will also 
participate in a weekly email conversation concerning 
our intentions, and the challenges and blessings we 
experience as we enact our them. 
Dates:  First meeting is Sunday, Oct. 23, 6:30-8:30. 
There will be a meeting at the same time in the 
evening in November, December, January and 
February. Specific dates for each month will be 
determined by October 1st.  
Cost:  $120 members, $150 nonmembers 
Location: Given at the time of registration.  
Call Bracha for questions or concerns. 510-703-2220.  

A Class in the Poetic Word 
Begins Wednesday, October 26, 7pm 
Taught by Lenore Weiss 
Come learn about several outstanding twentieth-
century American Jewish poets, including a number of 
contemporary writers. The four-session class will 
examine work by poets who express diverse 
connections to the Jewish experience.  For the first 
hour of each session, we will examine and discuss the 
poet’s work. Using writing prompts from the readings, 
during the second hour we will respond to the poetry 
in whatever written form we choose. Open to all. No 
writing experience is required. Special guest visits by 
local poets. All lovers of the word are encouraged to 
participate. Bring a notebook and pen. 
Dates: Wednesday, Oct. 26, Nov.  9,  Nov. 23, Nov. 30, 
7-9pm 
Cost: $88 members, $112 nonmembers 
Location: Fireside Room 
 

mailto:jfurst@pobox.com
http://www.reclaiming.org/
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A Community Forum on the Movement for Black Lives Platform 
[continued] 
     Part of the platform, called Invest/Divest, deals 
with connections between U.S. military spending and 
interventions abroad on the one hand, and the lack of 
funding for domestic social needs and militarization of 
U.S. police on the other hand. This part of the 
platform also addresses U.S. military support for Israel 
and the unjust treatment of Palestinians under 
Occupation, using language that some Jewish people 
and organizations have objected to strongly.   
     Our intention is to create a community forum that 
centers the Platform’s demands for racial and 

economic justice, while making space for the complex 
emotional responses that may arise for us in 
relationship to Jewish identity, racial identity and all 
the aspects of ourselves that make each of us who we 
are.  
     Please be in touch with us if you have questions or 
feedback.  
     RSVP if you can  to Sasha@kehillasynagogue.org.  
 – it will help us a lot as we plan the afternoon. 

 
 

Join the 30th Annual G.R.I.P. Harmony Walk in Richmond 
To End Hunger & Homelessness-to Benefit the Greater Richmond Interfaith Program 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     On October 29, Greater Richmond Interfaith 
Program is hosting its 30th annual Harmony Walk/Run 
to End Homelessness in Richmond. Several Kehilla 
members and members of St. John’s Church joined a 
team last year in memory of David McPhail and Judy 
Abel, GRIP activists who both died in September, 
2015.  
     That team raised over $1,000 in support of the 
Souper Center, a program operated by GRIP, which 
serves meals to homeless and needy residents and 
also runs a family shelter. David and Irene, his wife, 
both Kehilla members, and Betty Young, started a 
group now called David’s Dinner Group which 
prepares a monthly meal for families staying at the 
GRIP shelter. Several Kehilla members, people who 
had been members of an El Cerrito church where 
David had ministered, and members of St John’s 
Presbyterian Church in Berkeley, are in the dinner 
group as well. 
     David did this Walk every year through 2014. 

Kehilla members have another opportunity this year 
to remember and honor David while helping to ease 
homelessness. 
     We encourage everyone’s participation in or pledge 
of money to the team. We will have a team name and 
a team page set-up with the Harmony Walk website 
by mid-September. 
     The web address with a link to our team page & 
further details will be provided in the Kehilla weekly 
e-mails.    
     Check-in on October 29 begins at 9:00 a.m. The Run 
starts at 10:30 a.m. The Walk starts at 10:45 a.m. You 
can walk or run for as much, or as little, a distance as 
you want.  And, there will be a festival in the park 
after the walk.  
     Please consider sending a donation or joining the 
team after the team page is setup. If you have 
questions about the team, feel free to contact Sue 
Goldberg directly at suegoldberg@sbcglobal.net 

 
Pictured: Alex Madonik, Ruthie Levin, Richard Speiglman, Sue Goldberg 

 

mailto:Sasha@kehillasynagogue.org.
mailto:suegoldberg@sbcglobal.net
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An Interview with Spiritual Leader Avi Rose 
by Bill Lazarus

     More refugees are 
fleeing persecution now 
than at any time since the 
end of World War II, says 
Avi Rose, who has spent 
most of his life as a political 
and social activist, and who 
now finds himself turning 
more and more to issues of 
immigration and the flood 
of people seeking safe 
haven. With millions of 
refugees left homeless and 
nationless as the result of 
warfare in Syria and 
elsewhere, Avi sees the 

Jewish response as extending “beyond empathizing. 
“It’s identifying,” he says. “We need to see ourselves 
as coming out of Egypt.” 

     “We were strangers. We know the heart of the 
stranger,” adds Avi, who is executive director of 
Jewish Family and Community Services East Bay . That 
“central narrative” of the Jewish people is a key these 
days to the work of JFCS. About 2,000 of the 8,000 
people it annually serves are refugees and other 
immigrants. While the work of JFCS has historically 
been geared toward helping the Jewish community, it 
is not exclusively so. Avi says, “Tikkun Olam is not 
about bringing healing only to the Jewish people. It’s 
about “olam.” It’s about the world as a whole.” 

     When Avi started work at JFCS in 2005, the agency 
was already involved with helping immigrants from all 
over the world. When the surge of Jewish immigration 
from the Former Soviet Union subsided in the 1990’s, 
JFCS began to serve people from other countries, 
including Afghanistan, Bosnia, Cambodia, Iran, Iraq 
and Syria. Many of these refugees are Muslims. JFCS 
currently helps numerous families from Afghanistan, 
many of whom were subject to persecution after 
assisting Americans in the war against the Taliban. 
JFCS also has devoted itself to helping LGBT refugees 
fleeing particularly harsh oppression because of their 
sexual orientation or gender identities. 

     As a youth, Avi grew up mostly in Phoenix in a 
liberal Jewish family, largely out-of-kilter with the 

mostly right-wing community. His dad hailed from the 
Bronx, and was himself the son of immigrant parents 
who made their way to the United States from 
Lithuania. When Avi was 13, he moved with his family 
to Sacramento, and soon started spending time in the 
Bay Area. It was the late 1960s and “politics, drugs and 
rock and roll — it was all here.” 

     Avi became a political activist in high school, and 
chose to go to college at Brandeis, which was a hotbed 
of leftist politics. While he came out as a gay man in 
college, his activism was focused more on anti-war 
work and economic issues. After college, he worked 
for a period as a union steward. Avi joined other 
progressive Jews in the Boston Committee to 
Challenge Antisemitism and became, in the 1980s, 
involved in New Jewish Agenda, a national 
organization that he co-chaired, and that focused on a 
wide variety of issues, including Mid-East peace, 
feminism, disarmament, LGBT rights, oppression in 
Central America and the sanctuary movement. Avi 
also took up work battling AIDS, and co-edited Twice 
Blessed, a book about gay and lesbian Jews. 

     While Avi was aware of immigration issues, it 
wasn’t then a focus of his work and activism. That 
changed in 2005 when he started at JCFS and found it 
“powerful” to be working to help both Russian Jews 
and Afghan Muslims. “I’m really impressed by the 
resilience of most of the refugees whom we are 
helping.  They are individuals with their own quirks, 
strengths and shortcomings, and most have 
experienced significant trauma. It is a huge 
undertaking to leave your home – everyone and 
everything you know – and start your life over again in 
a new country..” 

     While, culturally, the Bay Area is “really welcoming, 
economically, this is a really hard area to come to,” Avi 
says. As a result, families crowd into small living 
quarters together, and people work two or three jobs 
to get by. 

     At seders, Avi has hosted refugees. “It’s powerful to 
be at a seder with somebody who has recently had to 
‘leave Egypt,’” he says. Avi also asks, “What is more 
Jewish than resettling refugees?” He answers himself 
in a word. “Nothing.”
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A Note on the Israel/Palestine Values Survey 
by Rabbi David J. Cooper 

 
     Last month we send out to every member 
household a survey to determine support for a 
statement of values on Israel/Palestine. One could 
indicate where one stood on a spectrum from very 
much disagreeing to strong agreement (scale of 1 to 
5). 
     As of this writing, 141 responses have been 
received. 
     99 responses are 5’s – strongly agree. (71.7%) 
     26 are 4’s – generally agree (18.8%) 
     7 are 3’s – more or less neutral (5.1%) 
     3 are 2’s – generally disagree (2.2%) 

     3 are 1’s – very much disagree (2.2%) 
     In a few days, I will be reading the many written 
comments on the proposed wording and I plan to 
print some of them in the November Kol Kehilla, with 
the permission of their authors to print with ascription 
or anonymously. 
     The decision to adopt the statement as is (or with 
grammatical changes) will be in the hands of the 
Kehilla Board. Currently the plan is that in October the 
results of the survey and representative comments 
and suggestions will be forwarded to the Board for 
their consideration and action. 

 
Chevra Kadisha Sh'mira Readings Project 

 
    Kehilla’s Chevra Kadisha is pleased to announce the 
completion of our “Sh’mira Readings Project.”  We 
now have two beautiful volumes that can be used by 
the shomrim (“watchers”) –those who sit with the 
body of a community member who has died until the 
time of burial. 
    Traditionally, shomrim read Psalms during the 
sh’mira  (“watching”).  In Kehilla we have provided 
other readings—poetry and prose from Jewish and 
non-Jewish sources as well as portions of our liturgy—
so that each shomer might deepen his or her own 
reflections on the meaning of life and death.   
     As we embarked on revising and expanding these 
additional readings, our discussions and study led us 
to taking a closer look at The Book of Psalms as well.  
We looked at many different translations and 

interpretations and selected the one for each Psalm 
that we thought invoked the values of Jewish Renewal 
movement.  
     A small group from Kehilla’s Chevra Kadisha 
traveled to Boston in June to present a workshop on 
these readings and to discuss Kehilla’s approach to 
sh’mira at the annual K’vod v Nichum (“honor and 
comfort”) conference.  More than thirty people 
attended our workshop and received our presentation 
with great enthusiasm.   
     We will formally present Kehilla’s Readings for 
Shmira and Psalms for Shmira at the Morning Service, 
Sept 17.  We invite the entire community to join in 
our simcha and to learn more about the practice of 
sh’mira.   

 

Finding Your Spiritual Direction 
 
     Spiritual direction is a process of inner listening that 
enables individuals to discern the movement of the 
Spirit in their lives, so they can come to understand 
both the spiritual dimension and the spiritual direction 
of their experience. In this sense, spiritual direction is 
a pathway to teshuvah, toward finding one’s way back 
to the Source that birthed and sustains each of us.  

     Spiritual directors have been trained to help those 
seeking the Spirit to find direction. They also help 
seekers find appropriate spiritual practices. 

     Rabbi Burt offers individual Kehilla congregants 
hour-long meetings in spiritual direction. Any Kehilla 
member is entitled to such a session once a year 
without cost. Burt usually meets with congregants at 
Kehilla on Tuesday afternoons and evenings, several 
times a month. He also sees people at his home in El 
Sobrante at other times during the week. If you are 
interested in meeting with Rabbi Burt, please contact 
him at Rabburt@earthlink.net, or by calling 
510.283.5704. 

 
 

mailto:Rabburt@earthlink.net,
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Competing Death Penalty Initiatives on November Ballot 

by Beth Weinberger 
 

     This November we'll have a chance to vote again to 
repeal California's death penalty, replacing it with Life 
Without Possibility of Parole.  Unfortunately, a 
competing measure that would attempt to change the 
appeals process to expedite executions has caused 
confusion, especially as the latter measure's title is 
misleading.  So here's an explanation of each of the 
initiatives with recommendations in keeping with 
Kehilla policy. 

 
The Justice that Works Act of 2016—Proposition #62  

 This is essentially the same as Prop. 34 on the 
2012 ballot, which Kehilla supported.  It would replace 
the death penalty with life without the possibility of 
parole.  It would: 

 End state killing and eliminate the possibility 
of executing innocent people.  Since 1973, 
156 people, convicted of murder, have been 
exonerated, 3 of them in California. 

 Keep dangerous criminals from ever being 
released. 

 Save approximately $150 million a year that 
could be put to more productive use. 

 Increase to 60% the portion of wages earned 
by persons sentenced to life without parole 
that may go to victim restitution funds. 

Recommendation:  Support Prop. 62 
 
Death Penalty Reform & Savings Act of 2016—
Proposition #66 

  Prop. 66 attempts to “reform” a  failed death 
penalty system by changing the appeals process.  It 
would remove current safeguards, limit the ability to 
present new evidence of innocence and set unrealistic 
deadlines for trials and appeals.  The changed 

procedures and new deadlines would force hiring of 
hundreds of new, inexperienced attorneys at taxpayer 
expense. If it succeeded, it would: 

 Increase the chances of wrongful convictions 
and execution of innocent people 

 Interfere with our due process and appeals 
processes, which might be found 
unconstitutional after costly and lengthy 
lawsuits. 

 Authorize the state to house death row 
inmates in new prisons. 

 Model California's system after Texas' rapid 
execution mill. 

 Move appeals from the state Supreme Court 
to local county courts, prioritizing these cases 
and the shortened timelines.  It would 
overwhelm lower courts and severely limit 
their ability to hear other types of cases or 
conduct any other court business. 

Recommendation: Oppose Prop. 66 
 
        This fall you'll have a chance to hear more about, 
question and discuss these initiatives, as well 
as a number of others at a Kehilla Ballot Initiatives 
evening, October 17.  Mark your calendars and see 
Richard Speiglman's article, also in this issue, on some 
of the other initiatives, researched and recommended 
by Oakland Community Organizations (OCO.) 
     If you want more information now about the death 
penalty initiatives; if you want to help with the 
campaigns or donate to them, go to 
www.yeson62.com or contact me at 
bethw0104@mindspring.com.  

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Not Registered to Vote?  
 

Please contact karenrachels@gmail.com 
of Kehilla’s Economic Justice Committee 
She will help you get registered before 

the November election 

http://www.yeson62.com
mailto:bethw0104@mindspring.com.
mailto:karenrachels@gmail.com
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Community Discussion of Ballot Propositions and Local Measures 
by Richard Speiglman 

 
Monday, October 17, 7-9pm 

Kehilla Social Hall 
Sponsored by  

Kehilla Economic Justice Committee, Greening Committee and Anti-Death Penalty Action Group 

Bring yourself, your friends and your family, your questions and your answers 

     When I was a kid in Des Moines, reform Rabbi 
Edward Zerin (Temple B’nai Jeshurun) used to implore 
youth – perhaps it was at our B’nai Mitzvot – to be 
“informed, participating Jews.”  I may have taken this 
to be the 11th Commandment, and I think the 
instruction was responsible for my 50-something years 
of reading at least the local, state, and national news 
sections of the daily newspaper.  Sometime later, a 
sociology professor suggested that the important 
news appears in the business section.  We won’t get 
into the question of sports news. 

     I never fully understood the Jews part of the 
obligation.  But nevertheless I’m pretty sure the 
informed/participating charge includes voting and, to 
the extent possible, understanding the implications of 
your vote prior to casting it. 

     In their length, California ballots present a serious 
challenge.  We need each other’s help to become well-
informed prior to voting.  Instead of sitting home 
alone the night before the election frantically trying to 
decide how to vote on propositions and local 
measures, on the evening of October 17th please join 
other community members to discuss ballot 
measures. 

 Bring your sample ballot (and your mail-in or 
absentee ballot if you have one) 

 Join discussion of some of the most important 
state and local ballot measures (if only we had 
time to tend to all of them!) 

 Written materials on all the state propositions 
and some local measures will be available, 
including recommendations from Kehilla, 
Oakland Community Organizations (OCO), and 
other organizations 

 Kehilla members and others actively engaged 
in working on some of the measures will offer 
brief presentations 

 
See the next page for OCO's recommendations on 

several state, county, and City of Oakland issues.  
We’ll have expanded endorsement information by 
October 17th.   

 
Please forward information on other measures, or 

for other localities, to Richard or Beth: 

rspeiglman@sbcglobal.net  

bethw0104@mindspring.com   

Or bring the information with you on October 17th.   

If possible, RSVP to Beth or Richard (see their 
contact information above.) 

mailto:rspeiglman@sbcglobal.net
mailto:bethw0104@mindspring.com
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Oakland Community Organizations 

Recommendations on CA, Alameda County, and City of Oakland issues 

Number Title or focus Content OCO 
endorsement 

State Propositions 

55 Tax extension 
Extends the temporary personal income tax on 
incomes over $250,000 to fund education and 

health care (Prop 30 extension) 
Support 

56 Tobacco tax Increases the cigarette tax to $2 / pack Support 

 57 Public Safety & 
Rehabilitation Act 

Increases parole chances for felons convicted of 
non-violent crimes and provides more 

opportunities to earn credits for good behavior 
Support 

 62 Death penalty Repeals the death penalty in CA Support* 

64 Adult Use of Marijuana Act 
Legalizes adults’ growing, possessing, and using 

marijuana for nonmedical purposes, with certain 
restrictions; establishes regulatory system for 

legal market.  

Neutral 

Alameda County Measures 

A Affordable Housing bond 
(property tax) 

Funding for a variety of approaches to promote 
affordable housing  Support 

Oakland City and School District Measures  

JJ Protect Oakland Renters 
Act  

Strengthen tenants’ rights by requiring owners to 
petition through the Rent Board for rent increases 

above annual CPI, extending just cause eviction 
protections to buildings built through 1995, and 

increasing Rent Board transparency and 
accountability 

Support 

LL 
Form civilian oversight 
commission of police 

department 
Promotes civilian oversight of police department Support 

KK 
Infrastructure 

improvements bond 
(property tax) 

Funding for a variety of improvements to streets, 
sidewalks, public buildings, and some funds for 

affordable housing 
Neutral  

HH Tax distributors of sugar-
sweetened beverages 

Promotes public health by raising price of sugar-
sweetened beverages Support 

G1 Oakland Unified School 
District  bond (parcel tax) 

Funds educator salary increases and middle 
school improvements (as of last draft seen) No vote (yet) 

* Kehilla recommends a yes vote on Prop. 62 and a no vote on Prop 66 (which would speed-up 
executions).  See accompanying article, “Competing Death Penalty Initiatives on November Ballot" on 
p. 17. 
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Seeking Shelter in the Days of Awe:  
 Immigrants and Refugees, Longing and Home 
[continued from p. 1] 
 
You can read a more complete description of our 
theme below.  Throughout the High Holy Days season 
and beyond, we’ll be integrating the spiritual practices 
of this time with ways to learn about and respond to 
the crises of migration that are shaking our world.  
During High Holy Days services we’ll hear from some 
of the folks in our community about their experiences 
with immigrants and refugees.  We’ll also have 
resources available during services about how to 
connect with local groups and join in efforts to 
respond.   
    And in the months following the High Holy Days, 
we’ll host a series of four community workshops, 
featuring congregants working to support immigrants 
and refugees.  The workshop topics are: Considering 
Offering Housing to a Refugee; Being Part of an 
Accompaniment Team for an Immigrant Family or 
Unaccompanied Minor; Immigration Policy, Advocacy 
and Intersectionality with Economic and Racial Justice 
Issues; and Kehilla as Sanctuary/Refuge for 
Immigrants.  
    May our practice during this season help each of us 
grow toward greater wholeness, joy, compassion and 
justice. 
    Our Theme for 5777:  Immigrants and Refugees, 
Longing and Home  
    A river goes out from the first place that was home, 
to water the garden, and from there it divides and 
becomes four headwaters. (Bereshit 2:10) 
    In the beginning all was one, undifferentiated and 
whole.  To come into the joy of embodied life is also to 
come into separateness.  And to be separate is to long 
for reconnection, to yearn for wholeness and for 
home.  The Yamim Nora’im (High Holy Days) point us 

in the direction of home, and outfit us for the promise 
and uncertainty of the journey.  We soften our hearts 
and open lines of communication with people we’ve 
hurt and who have hurt us.  We practice 
accountability, forgiveness, compassion and 
generosity.  We touch those who are dear to us with 
an extra measure of tenderness and gratitude. 
    This year we set out on this path in a world of 
growing displacement and migration. People forced 
from their homes by war, violence, poverty, drought, 
gentrification, and a swiftly changing climate are 
fighting for survival and searching for a refuge where 
they and their families can be safe.  Some in Kehilla 
are personally impacted, and many in our community 
are stepping up to help--by working to end structural 
violence, by challenging the economics underlying 
displacement, by offering loving personal support to 
immigrants and refugees, by fighting for policies that 
welcome immigrants and refugees, and by joining the 
struggle against deportation, targeting and 
discrimination against people who are undocumented.  
    As a community this year we will enter the inner 
landscape of exile and return.  We’ll encounter the 
stranger who dwells within us, and the stranger who 
dwells among us.  Together we will turn toward this 
tidal wave of displacement, expanding our capacity to 
welcome and support the growing number of 
immigrants and refugees in our midst.  As Torah 
teaches (Lev. 19:33-34), When a stranger resides with 
you in your land, you shall not wrong them.  The 
stranger who resides with you shall be to you as one of 
your citizens; you shall love them as yourself, for you 
were strangers in the land of Mitzrayim. 
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Coming Soon: Pronoun Stickers for Your Nametag 
by Hazzan Shulamit Wise Fairman, Lynn Bravewomon and Rabbi Dev Noily 

  
   As Davey Shlasko writes in the 
Trans*Ally Workbook, 
    “Most of the time, most people 
are on autopilot about pronouns. 
They call all women she, her and 
hers, and all men he, him and his. 
But being on autopilot doesn’t 
always work. Sometimes—
especially, but not only, when 
talking about trans* people—it can 
lead you to call someone a pronoun 
that isn’t what they’re usually 
called or what they want to be 
called.”  
     We are continuing to make 
Kehilla a more welcoming and 
inclusive space for all of our 
members.  All of us appreciate it 
when other people see us as who 
we are.  For  trans* people 
pronouns can be a constant source 
of being seen and affirmed when preferred pronouns 
are used by others; conversely the absence of 
accurate pronouns denies a critical piece of 
recognition and affirmation of identity. 
     Kehilla’s intention to build gender pronoun 
language in our community culture is part of gender-

inclusion efforts that reverse the 
invisibility caused when the wrong 
pronouns are used. 
     As a community of spiritual practice, 
it feels especially important that Kehilla 
be a place where everyone can be seen 
and affirmed in all of who we are.  So 
soon you’ll see a set of pronoun 
stickers next to our nametags. 
 Everyone has the option to add a 
pronoun sticker to your nametag, to let 
others know which pronouns you use.  
By using a sticker, cisgender people can 
support others in our community for 
whom “pronoun autopilot” doesn’t 
work well. 
     Whatever our gender identity, all of 
us have some experiences of resonance 
with the gender we were raised in, and 
some experiences of dissonance with 
the gender we were raised in.  We can 

all lean into those experiences to cultivate our 
compassion for ourselves and each other as we 
navigate this complex and shifting terrain of gender 
identity. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
    

    

A vocabulary moment: 

trans* refers to people whose 
gender identity is different from 

the gender identity they were 
assigned at birth, including 

people who are transgender, 
genderqueer, gender-

nonconforming, gender non-
binary, gender fluid, gender 

fabulous people. 

Cisgender refers to people 
whose gender identity is, for the 

most part, aligned with the 
gender they were assigned at 
birth and in which they were 

socialized. 

Kehilla Sings! 

 
         Interested in being part of a Kehilla Choir this Fall 
and Winter? We may offer this opportunity through 
our Adult Ed program with Bon Singer, a veteran 
cantor and synagogue choir director who has also 
directed Ya'Elah and Kitka.  
     PLEASE click on the following link and fill out a short 
questionnaire by Aug 28 to help us discern whether 
and how to move forward, and pass it on to your 
friends! 

 https://goo.gl/forms/Vd6jFONpn4IphBrK2 

https://goo.gl/forms/Vd6jFONpn4IphBrK2
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The Annual Kehilla Membership Retreat:  
Toward Further Improvements in Accessibility  

by Marilyn Golden & Don Stone 

In our debrief after another successful annual retreat, Kehilla’s Retreat Committee discussed how to achieve further 
improvements in the accessibility of the retreat to all members. Below is a report.  It addresses all dimensions of 
accessibility including affordability, access to the location, planning issues, and mobility access.  
 

Addressing Accessibility  at the Annual Kehilla Summer Retreat

     In the Retreat Committee’s debriefing of this year’s 
retreat, one focus of discussion has been about the 
accessibility challenges of Bort Meadow. There are 
various kinds of accessibility needs, including   
affordability, location, registration constraints, and 
physical mobility, all which contribute to the retreat 
location and experience being attractive and 
welcoming. 
     Affordability. We’ve had many comments that our 
past weekend retreats at retreat centers were out of 
the price range of many individuals and especially 
families—even with elective camping such as at Walker 
Creek Ranch.  
    Location issues: We have had requests for a location 
that is easy to get to on a Friday afternoon for people 
who want to camp the first night—and also for people 
who want make a round trip on Saturday. At Bort 
Meadow and at Walker Ranch, there is lack of cell 
phone reception. This can limit some members’ 
capacity to take part. Sometimes at Bort, there have 
been difficulties getting in and out of the locked gate 
when no one was on duty Friday.  
     Planning flexibility.  We need a site that is big 
enough that it does not require us to commit to a 
certain attendance well in advance. It helps to have 
flexibility that allows for final week commitment to 
attending, or even the day-of. Camping or easy 
commuting helps last minute planning and increases 
the numbers attending—about 25-30% of participants 
sign up or show up the last week. 
     Physical mobility. Challenges come with bumpiness 
or steepness of the terrain, any steps (none at Bort 
Meadow), accessibility to bathrooms (new Bort 
Meadow bathrooms are wheelchair accessible, though 
far from activities), parking availability, drop-off option 
for those needing it, and distance between the 
different stations—food, service, bathrooms, drop-off 
spot. We have had requests from people with mobility 
needs to have more accommodations so that they can 
attend either Bort Meadow, or another site.  
     Given these parameters, we are proceeding in the 
following manner: 

      *Reserve Bort Meadow for a weekend in July 2017 
(already have requested 7/14-16/2017, will hear back 
in late October if we got it). 
     *Tell anyone interested that we welcome their 
research on an alternative site that takes into account 
the factors mentioned above (our deposit for Bort 
Meadow, assuming we get our request, will be small 
enough to forfeit if we find a better site). 
     *Be proactive in responding to accessibility needs. 
Build into the reservation process a way to 
communicate specific needs and figure out best 
practices to meet them. For instance, the registration 
form/website will have a contact person for 
accessibility needs when we start to advertise next 
year’s retreat—Marilyn Golden may be filling this 
function. So coming up with solutions to specific needs 
can be creatively addressed well in advance. 
     Several congregants have already volunteered to 
assist with accessibility issues, including suggesting 
other sites/centers and being available to accompany 
individuals needing assistance to navigate at Bort 
Meadow, which is largely relatively flat, though the 
ground has a bumpy, uneven surface. 
     *Research alternative means of conveyance to 
transport individuals from point to point at the Bort 
Meadow site, possibly in ways that make use of the 
assistance from a volunteer. This research has already 
begun, with an initial finding that vehicles like golf carts 
are probably too expensive to own, rent, or transport 
from rental locations. Kehilla may have access to one 
or more ordinary wheelchairs that can be used. Or, all 
terrain wheelchairs may be one possibility. There may 
be other ways to deal with the bumpy terrain between 
the car turn-around and the dining tables that are not 
dependent upon volunteer assistance, and allow for 
more independent movement. 
     *Other concerns, suggestions, or ideas, regarding 
Kehilla Retreat accessibility issues or how to address 
them? Want to volunteer your assistance? 
     Contact either Marilyn Golden 
at mgolden@dredf.org, or Don Stone 
at donstone1@aol.com or 510-703-0073. 

mailto:mgolden@dredf.org,
mailto:donstone1@aol.com
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On the Origins of Kehilla: 
Social Justice 

                                                     by Rabbi Burt Jacobson 
Note: This is the fifth of a series of 
personal essays on the beginnings of 
Kehilla. Each article shares the 
origins of one or more of the ideals 
and/or values that motivated me to 
start Kehilla. The essays are adapted 

from the manuscript of the book I am in the process of 
completing, tentatively titled There is Only One Love: 
The Ba’al Shem Tov in the Modern World. 
     My passion for social justice came from my mother, 
Gert Jacobson. As the chairwoman of the Anti-
Defamation League in Cleveland during World War II, 
she tried to awaken the Jewish community to the Nazi 
atrocities in Europe. When our family moved to Texas 
in 1947, Gert became the chairwoman of the Anti-
Defamation League in San Antonio. In that capacity she 
worked with teachers in the public schools, instructing 
them on how to promote racial, ethnic and religious 
tolerance in their classrooms.  
     My mother’s commitment to social justice stemmed 
from her father, Ruby Goldberg. My grandfather, who 
was born in Romania, was a women’s tailor. A secular 
Yiddish-speaking Jew, he was strongly drawn to 
socialism. He became a negotiator for the International 
Ladies’ Garment Workers Union in New York. My 
mother remembered him coming home from the 
negotiations, infuriated by the tightfisted attitudes of 
the factory owners. He would go to the kitchen, pick up 
a carving knife and bang it repeatedly on the counter. 
“Those G… d…. bosses, those G… d…. bosses, they 
won’t give us a nickel! They won’t give us a nickel! 
      I did not hear that story until I was an adult, but I 
learned about the biblical prophets as a young student 
in the religious school of Temple Beth El in San 
Antonio. I came to admire the commitment of the 
Reform movement to social justice. 
       Yet, I did not study the words of the biblical 
prophets until I entered rabbinical school. In 1961, as a 
second-year student at the Jewish Theological 
Seminary, I took a seminar with Abraham Joshua 
Heschel on the prophets. By this time, Heschel was well 
on his way to becoming the most well-known Jewish 
religious thinker in the United States.  
       Heschel had completed his dissertation on the 
prophets in the late 1930s in Germany, just as the Nazi 
regime had come into power. In the late 1950s he 
decided to rewrite the book in English. The members of 

our seminar were privileged to read the galley proofs 
of The Prophets with him.  
    In the book’s introduction, Heschel wrote: 
     The things that horrified the prophets are even now 
daily occurrences all over the world. There is no society 
to which Amos’ words would not apply. 

Listen to this, you merchants who crush the 
poor,and trample on the needy! You who are 
thinking,“When will this New Moon festival  
finally be over so that we can sell our grain, and 
this Sabbath day, so we can market our wheat? 
Then we will tamper with the scales, making the 
bushel-measure smaller and the shekel-weight 
bigger. And then we can make slaves of the 
poor, buying them for their debt of a piece of 
silver or a pair of sandals, and we will even get 
paid for moldy wheat.”YHWH, the Pride of Israel, 
has sworn: ‘’I will never forget what you have 
done!’  Amos 8:4-7 

      Indeed, [Heschel continued] the sort of crimes and 
even the amount delinquency that fill the prophets of 
Israel with dismay do not go beyond that which we 
regard as normal, as typical ingredients of social 
dynamics. To us, a single act of injustice—cheating in 
business, exploitation of the poor—is slight; to the 
prophets, a disaster. To us injustice is injurious to the 
welfare of the people; to the prophets, it is a 
deathblow to existence; to us, an episode; to them, a 
catastrophe, a threat to the world.  
     Heschel’s prose was incandescent. I found his ability 
to enter the consciousness of the prophets utterly 
remarkable. As a result, the voices of the prophets 
have both stirred and haunted me throughout my life. 
     In the following years I found myself especially 
drawn to Amos, the first of the literary prophets, who 
focused almost exclusively on the necessity for social 
justice. Amos seemed totally relevant to the political 
climate of the late 1960s. Indeed, the Reverend Martin 
Luther King, Jr., who became Heschel’s friend and 
colleague, often cited Amos’ words. The day before he 
was assassinated in 1968, King delivered a speech in 
support of the striking sanitation workers in Memphis, 
in which he said:    

"Somehow the preacher must have a kind of fire 
shut up in his bones. And whenever injustice is 
around he must tell it. Somehow the preacher must  
[continued on next page] 
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On the Origins of Kehilla (continued) 
 
be an Amos, who said, “When God speaks, who can 
but prophesy?” Again with Amos, “Let justice roll 
down like waters and righteousness like a mighty 
stream.”  

       In the late 1960s I taught classes about Amos and 
his message to both high school students and adults. I 
emphasized the prophet’s fiery denunciations of 
corruption, wealth, luxury, perversion of justice and 
superficial religion.  

       As I thought about starting a synagogue in the early 
1980s, the fierce voice of Amos called out to me. I felt 
that this radical prophet of justice simply had to be 
given a platform in a city like Berkeley, which had been 
strongly identified with rapid social change, civic 
unrest, and political upheaval in the 1960s and ‘70s. 
The political Left was still robust and there were 
moral/political issues— the Israel-Palestine conflict, 
nuclear weapons, central American refugees—that 
cried out to be dealt with from a prophetic religious 
perspective. 

 
Thank you for Your Generosity 

 

Bar/Bat Mitvah Program 
Susan Coto McKenna and Rafael Coto 

General Fund 
Jane Weisbin and Charles Reilly 

Nueva Esperanza Accompaniment Teams (NEAT) 
Hope Friedman 
Irene McPhail 

Carolyn Schour 
Herbert Salomon and Marcia Liberson 

Simone Masson 
Lisa Rothman 
Ralph Silber 

Sandy Vaughn 
And members of Kehilla's three Accompaniment Teams 

Rabbi's Discretionary Fund 
David Levine and Laurel Zien

All Congregants Deserve A Safe Home 

If you or anyone in your home is experiencing: 
     >Child abuse  
     >Elder abuse  
     >Dependent adult abuse  
     >Teen dating violence 
     >Intimate partner violence (domestic violence) 
    The Kehilla Committee Against Abuse (CAA), working along side the Spiritual Life Practices Committee (SLPC), is 
here to help you become or remain safe.   If you are experiencing any kind of abuse, please call: Steven Falk, long-
time Kehilla member, at (510) 708-0517; Julie Patrusky, experienced domestic violence counselor and long-time 
Kehilla member, at (510) 528-0299; or Rabbi David at (510) 547-2424 x103.   Call the Shalom Bayit (Peace in the 
Home) helpline for counseling and advocacy for teen dating violence and domestic violence issues at: (866) SHALOM-
7 (742-5667) toll-free within the Bay Area or (510) 451-7233 (SAFE) outside the Bay Area.
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September 2016 
Fri., Sept. 2, NO Kabbalat Shabbat service tonight. 
Please join us on Friday night, Sept 16.  

Sat., Sept 3, 10:30am, Elul Shabbat Service on the 
Marina – Rosh Chodesh. Yes, it is one month to go to 
Rosh Hashanah and at this special outdoor service on 
the Marina we will celebrate the New Moon of Elul 
which includes Hallel, the musical holiday celebration 
prayers, led by Beth Dickinson. Discussion led by Rabbi 
David on our High Holy Day theme on our how our 
work on immigration and refugees connects to our 
Jewish path. Check the website for location. Bring a 
chair with you and prepare to dress warmly. Kiddush to 
follow.  Please bring vegetarian finger foods to share, if 
you are able.  

Tues., Sept. 6, 7:30pm. Middle East Peace Committee 
Meeting. Back classroom. 

Wed., Sept. 7, 7:50am Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room. (Enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview.)  Doors open at 7:50 a.m., 
short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30, 
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. 

Wed., Sept. 7, 6:30pm  Spiritual Life Practices 
Committee Meeting.  Fireside Room. 

Thurs., Sept. 8, 4-6pm. Kehilla School. Please enter 
through the kitchen door. 

Thurs., Sept. 8, 6:30pm. "700 Benches: 
Experiencing Biblical Hebrew." Taught by Jenna Kemp 
First class of the series.. (See details on p. 10)  

Fri., Sept. 9, 6:30pm, Friday Night Peace Walk with 
Rabbi David and OCO. This is an easy opportunity to 
really be part of the movement for peace in our own 
community led by Oakland Community Organizations’ 
Ceasefire campaign. Rabbi David has affirmed to OCO 
that we will try to have at least ten Kehilla folk join him 
at these walks for community peace.. The campaign is 
many-sided, including the training and mobilization of 
neighborhood peace interveners, the retraining of 
police, and a weekly peace walk with local 
congregations to support a “culture of peace and 
healing” in neighborhoods at risk. Rabbi David reports 
that he has done this about 10 times and it is an 

especially nice way to meet people from across the 
spectrum of Oakland communities.Meet inside First 
Mt. Sinai Church, 1970 86th Ave. For info, call 510-606-
5064.    

Sat., Sept. 10, 10am. Chai Elul Shabbat and New 
Member Welcome. Join our “Bima Team” for a 
spirited, musical service as we immerse in the month of 
Elul and prepare for the High Holy Days. Our newest 
members will receive a special honor during the Torah 
service, and we’ll kick off the morning with Ketzev 
Kehilla, our prayerful percussion orchestra. Come one, 
come all! Children most welcome! Vegetarian potluck 
luncheon to follow. Please bring a vegetarian dish to 
share.  Kiddush also sponsored by Ruth Goldstone & 
James Eder in honor of Ruth's mother Merle S. 
Goldstone's yartzheit. 

Mon., Sept. 12, 7pm. Book Discussion Group. We will 
discuss The Fixer by Bernard Malamud. Fireside Room. 
(See p. 8 for details.) 

Mon., Sept. 12, 7:30pm. Conversion Group. Buber 
Room. (See p. 10 for details.) 

Tues., Sept. 13, 7pm. Generosity Committee meeting. 
Fireside Room. 

Wed., Sept. 14, 7:50am Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room. (Enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview.)  Doors open at 7:50 a.m., 
short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30, 
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. 

Thurs., Sept. 15, 4-6pm. Kehilla School. Please enter 
through the kitchen door. 

Thurs., Sept. 15, 6:30pm. "700 Benches: 
Experiencing Biblical Hebrew." Taught by Jenna Kemp. 
(See details on p. 10.)  

Fri., Sept. 16, 5:30-7:30pm Solar Lights for Gaza 
Fundraiser and Pre-Shabbat Potluck: This is a special 
pre-Shabbat Service gathering and potluck meal 
organized by Kehilla’s Greening Committee and Middle 
East Peace Committee. The purpose is to raise 
tzedakah for Rebuilding Alliance’s project to provide 
solar lights for the residents of Gaza where electricity is 

Kehilla Community Synagogue 
1300 Grand Avenue (at Fairview) 

Piedmont, CA  94610 
(510) 547-2424 

Please come fragrance-free to all Kehilla events, 
for the health of people with respiratory conditions 

and chemical sensitivities. 
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often available for only four or five hours in a day. This 
is especially needed by children who would otherwise 
study at night by hazardous candle or kerosene light. 
(See article p. 8 .) Guest speaker: Donna Baranski-
Walker, founder of Rebuilding Alliance. We will have a 
Potluck Dinner in the Social Hall starting at 5:30.  Please 
bring a vegetarian or fish dish to share.  

Fri., Sept. 16, 7:30pm, Kabbalat Shabbat with Hazzan 
Shulamit, Julie Nesnansky, and Beth Dickinson. Join us 
for a soulful and spirited musical evening to welcome in 
the joy and peace of Shabbat.  Kiddush to follow. 
Please bring veggie finger foods to share! 

Sat., Sept. 17, 10:30am, Elul Shabbat Service with our 
Chevra Kadisha, at Kehilla led by Rabbi David, Hazzan 
Shulamit, and Julie Nesnansky. Celebrating the 
completion of our “Sh’mira Readings Project.” Sh’mira 
is the ritual of staying with the body of the deceased in 
the period preceding the funeral during which the 
shomer (“guardian”) traditionally reads from the book 
of psalms. For our members when they do Sh’mira, 
Kehilla’s Chevra Kadisha has assembled readings from 
innovative and interpretive translations of the psalms 
some of which we will read at this service. We will have 
a short Torah reading that morning with one aliyah. 
Deuteronomy 22:6-12. If you want to chant this, email 
Rabbi David.  In the Fireside Room. Kiddush sponsored 
by the Chevra Kadisha. 

Sat., Sept. 17, 3:30-6:30pm. Kehilla High Holy Days Art 
Reception. Fireside Room and throughout the building. 
(See announcement, p.4 for details.) 

Sun., Sept. 18, 3:30-7pm. A Community Forum on the 
Movement for Black Lives Platform Study & 
Conversation. With Kehilla leaders, staff, and 
members.  (See article, p. 9 for details.) Buber Room. 

Sun., Sept. 18, 1- 3 pm, “We Are the Bridge” Exhibit 
Reception at Osher Marin JCC in San Rafael. Sponsored 
by the Faith Trio (Kehilla, Islamic Cultural Center, 
Montclair Presbyterian). Includes at least two artists 
who are Kehilla members, Lea Delson and Susan 
Freundlich. 200 North San Pedro Rd. San Rafael 94903. 

Sun., Sept. 18, 2pm.  Yoga for Renewal. Rooted in 
Jewish Mystical Teachings. With Julie Emden of Jewish 
LearningWorks.  Co-sponsored by Kehilla.  4th Street 
Yoga, 1809C 4th Street, Berkeley, CA 94710. $25 Public 
/$20 members of co-sponsoring organizations. 
Register: tinyurl.com/yoga918.  

Sun., Sept. 18, 4pm. "Drumming As Prayer" class with 
Debbie Fier. Fireside Room. (See p. _ for details.) 

Wed., Sept. 21, 7:50am Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room (Enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview)  Doors open at 7:50 a.m., 

short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30, 
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. 

Wed., Sept. 21, 7pm. "Drumming As Prayer" class with 
Debbie Fier. Fireside Room. (See p. 11 for details.) 

Thurs., Sept. 22, 4-6pm. Kehilla School. Please enter 
through the kitchen door. 

Thurs., Sept. 22, 6:30pm. "700 Benches: 
Experiencing Biblical Hebrew." Taught by Jenna Kemp. 
Back classroom, main floor. (See details on p. 10.)  

Fri., Sept. 23,  6:-9:00 Bar/Bat Mitzvah Shabbat 
Celebration: This evening is for all Bar Bat Mitzvah 
family members and is a required part of the BBM 
Program. Come to the synagogue to welcome in the 
new school year and the New Year with a festive 
Shabbat evening. We will begin with a short table 
service followed by a vegetarian potluck.   Fireside 
Room & Sanctuary. 

Fri., Sept. 23,  6:30pm Tot Shabbat.  For babies and 
children up to 5 years old (or older if they enjoy it) and 
their grown-ups. Led by Jen Miriam Kantor, Alon 
Altman and Jen’s puppet friends. Please bring a 
vegetarian potluck dish.  Social Hall. Childcare will be 
provided upon request. 

Sat., Sept. 24, No Shabbat Morning service – Join us 
tonight for Pre-Holy Days Ingathering. 

Sat., Sept. 24. The Bird of Many Colors: A Pre-Holy 
Days Ingathering: 7:15pm schmooze with 
refreshments in the Social Hall, program begins at 8pm.  
Gather with us one week before Rosh Hashanah, as we 
turn together toward the Days of Awe. This year, rather 
than observing Selichot with a service, all are welcome 
to an evening of community, music, stories, meditation 
and reflection.  Join us in the social hall for a little nosh 
and socializing, followed by a program led by the 
Kehilla spiritual leadership and musical prayer leaders, 
as we focus our awareness and maybe set some 
intention for our experience of the holy days.   If you 
are new to Kehilla, or to Kehilla’s observance of the 
High Holydays, this evening is a lovely way to begin the 
experience.  If you’re accustomed to the Selichot 
services of the last few years, you’ll find a similar 
opportunity in this program for settling into intention 
and reflection. 

Sun., Sept. 25, 8:15am-4pm, ROPES course for Bar/Bat 
Mitzvah Students. Students will carpool together to 
the spectacular Fort Miley for a day of fun, adventure 
and an exploration of team building activities. BBM 
families will receive more information about this in the 
mail. 

 



 26 

Sun., Sept. 25, 1:15-3:30 pm. Interfaith Environmental 
Activity with the Faith Trio (Kehilla, Islamic Cultural 
Center, Montclair Presbyterian). This interfaith activity 
involves removing non-native plants in Joaquin Miller 
Park. Four more volunteers from Kehilla are still 
needed. To volunteer, call Lea Delson 510-528-6725. 

Sun., Sept. 25, 9am. Joyfully Jewish for 
Kindergarteners. Back classroom, main floor. 

Sun., Sept. 25, 5pm. "Mrs. Reiff and the Counterfeit 
Shop," a staged play reading by Stephanie Anne 
Johnson. Sponsored by Kehilla. A touching portrait of 
the friendship between a Black teenager and a 
Holocaust survivor in the 1960s.(See details, p. 6.) 

Tues., Sept. 27, 6:45pm. (Dinner at 6:15)  Board of 
Trustees Meeting. All are welcome. Fireside  Room. 

Wed., Sept. 28, 7:50am Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room. (Enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview.)  Doors open at 7:50 a.m., 
short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30, 
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. 

Thurs., Sept. 29, 4-6pm. Kehilla School. Please enter 
through the kitchen door. 

Thurs., Sept. 29, 6:30pm. "700 Benches: 
Experiencing Biblical Hebrew." Taught by Jenna Kemp. 
Back classroom, main floor. (See details on p. 10.)  

Fri., Sept. 30.  No Services. 
 

October 2016 
Sat., Oct. 1, 10:30am, Elul Shabbat Service at Kehilla 
with Sharon Grodin and Julie Nesnanksy, a smaller 
service in the Fireside Room, with music and reflection.   
  
Sun., Oct. 2, 6:30pm, Erev Rosh Hashanah services at 
Scottish Rite Center, 1547 Lakeside Drive, Oakland.  For 
both adults and children, start at 6:30pm. Sermon by 
Rabbi Dev.  
 
Mon., Oct. 3. Rosh Hashanah services. SERVICES WILL 
END before 12:45! at Scottish Rite Center, 1547 
Lakeside Drive, Oakland. Our leaders are determined to 
conclude the service  in time for tashlich and lunch at a 
reasonable hour. 
8:30 – 9:15am. Silent Meditation Space - 3rd Floor 
9:30am – 12:40pm. Main Rosh Hashanah Morning 
Service, beginning with Ketzev Kehilla with Kehilla’s 
Spiritual Leaders, Hazzan Shulamit and our Musical 
Prayer Leaders 
10:00 – 11:15am. Family and Youth Service with Rabbi 
Dev Noily, Sandra Razieli, Natalie Boskin, and Musical 

Prayer Leader Beth Dickinson and surprise guests! 
Children, teens and adults welcome. 

10:15 - 11:15am. Rosh Hashanah Toddler Services with 
Jen Miriam and Alon Altman. Geared towards babies, 
tots, and kids up to 5 years olds and their grown ups or 
families. 
12:45-12:55pm, Tashlich at Lake Merritt (across the 
street from services) with Rabbi David. 

 Tues., Oct. 4, 9:30am-12:30pm, Second Day Rosh 
Hashanah Services at Kehilla, 1300 Grand Avenue, 
Piedmont, with Rabbi Chaya Gusfield and Eve Decker. 
Kehilla Sanctuary. Receive the replenishment of 
contemplative song, story, and silence. Rabbi Chaya 
Gusfield and Buddhist teacher and musician Eve Decker 
use the beautiful complement of Jewish and Buddhist 
teachings, music, and spiritual practices to delve deeply 
into the essence of this holy day. A more intimate 
service for the second day. 

Wed., Oct. 5, 7:50am Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room. (Enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview.)  Doors open at 7:50 a.m., 
short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30, 
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. 

Wed., Oct. 5, 6:30pm. Spiritual Life Practices 
Committee meeting. Fireside Room. 

Wed., Oct. 5, 7:30pm. Middle East Peace Committee 
Meeting. Fireside Room. 

Thurs., Oct. 6. No Kehilla School. 

Fri., Oct. 7, 7:30pm. NO Kabbalat Shabbat services. 
Please join us for Shabbat Shuva on Saturday morning, 
Oct 8. Our next Kabbalat Shabbat service with Hazzan 
Shulamit will be on November 4.   

Sat., Oct. 8, 10:30am. Shabbat Shuva Service at 
Kehilla.  Join Howard Hamburger and Julie Nesnansky 
for the special Shabbat service situated within the Ten 
Days of Awe. We take the themes of the High Holydays 
and we explore them in the context of Shabbat in a 
smaller service context. Kiddush sponsored by Beth 
Weinberger in memory of her mother, Frieda 
Weinberger, and by Amy Bat Tzipora in memory of her 
beloved Bubbies, Zaydies, mother and father. 

Mon., Oct. 10, 7pm.  Book Discussion Group.  We will 
discuss Mystics of Mile End by Sigal Samuel. Fireside 
Room. 

Tues., Oct. 11, 6:30pm. Kol Nidre Service (for grown 
ups) at Scottish Rite Center, 1547 Lakeside Drive, 
Oakland. Judaism’s most cherished prayer sung once a 
year, Kol Nidre, kicks off a day of collective 
introspection. Sermon by Rabbi David. 
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 Tues., Oct. 11, 6:30pm. Family Kol Nidre Service (for 
children and family) at Kehilla, 1300 Grand Avenue, 
Piedmont Led by Rabbi Dev Noily & Lior Ben-Hur.  
Geared toward children ages 6-12.  Children of all ages 
and adults welcome. 

Tues., Oct. 11, 6:30pm, Toddler Kol Nidre Service (for 
babies and tots) at Kehilla, 1300 Grand Avenue, 
Piedmont Led by Jen Miriam and Alon Altman.  A 
musical, spiritual journey geared toward kids up to 5 
years old and their grown ups.  

Wed., Oct. 12. Yom Kippur Morning Services 
at Scottish Rite Center, 1547 Lakeside Drive, Oakland 
8:30am- 9:15am, Silent Meditation Space 
9:30am,  Main Yom Kippur Morning Service 
10:00am- 11:00am, Youth Services  (6th - 8th grades) 

 Wed., Oct. 12. Yom Kippur Afternoon/Evening 
Services & Activities at Kehilla, 1300 Grand Avenue, 
Piedmont 
2:00- 4:30pm Drop off potluck offerings at Kehilla (or 
bring them at 7:45pm) 
2:30-3:30 pm Workshops 
4:30 pm Yizkor (Remembrance of those who died) 
5:15 pm Rabbi Burt sermon, Healing Service & 
Dukhanen (Priestly blessings) 
6:30 pm Ne’ila (Closing the Gates) 
8:00pm-9:30pm Community Pot Luck Break-Fast at 
Kehilla. Please bring a vegetarian main dish to share. 
Food can be dropped off at Kehilla between 2:00 & 
4:30 p.m., or at 7:45 p.m. 

Thurs., Oct. 13. No Kehilla School. 

Fri., Oct. 14, 6:30pm, Friday Night Peace Walk with 
OCO. Usually Rabbi David is on these walks but may be 
out of town this weekend. But Kehilla people have 
been coming, so it would be great to continue to have 
our shul’s participation in David’s absence. This is an 
easy opportunity to really be part of the movement for 
peace in our own community led by Oakland 
Community Organizations’ Ceasefire campaign. The 
campaign is many-sided including the training and 
mobilization of neighborhood peace interveners, the 
retraining of police, and a weekly peace walk with local 
congregations to support a “culture of peace and 
healing” in neighborhoods at risk. The neighbors there 
support these walks and it has always been peaceful 
and friendly. It’s a nice way to meet people from across 
the spectrum of Oakland communities who support 
Ceasefire efforts. Meet inside First Mt. Sinai Church, 
1970 86th Ave. For info, call 510-606-5064.   

Sat. Oct. 15, 10:30am. Shabbat Service with Sharon 
Grodin and Beth Dickinson. As we read the poem that 
comprises parashat Haazinu (Deuteronomy 32), we can 

see the influence of the theology of the prophets on 
this chapter. Of course, the prophets were centuries 
after Moses, so this is a much later insert into the 
Torah with a very different way of seeing God. What 
was this theology and how does it connect to later 
Jewish spirituality and to our social activism today? We 
will especially look at Deuteronomy 32:37-40. Kiddush 
to follow. Bring a veggy potluck dish to share. Fireside 
Room. 

Sun., Oct. 16, 11am-1pm. Kehilla Neighborhood 
Brunches. 

Sun., Oct. 16, 5:30pm. Chai Mitzvah Group. Back 
classroom, main floor.   (See details, p. 11.)  

Mon., Oct. 17, 7-9pm. Community Discussion of Ballot 
Propositions and Local Measures.  Sponsored by the 
Economic Justice Committee, the Greening Committee 
and Anti-Death Penalty Action Group. Social Hall. (See 
article, p. 17.) 

Mon., Oct. 17, 6:30pm. "Elements of Magical Judaism" 
class. Taught by Jude Elfe & Jonathan Furst. Sanctuary.  
(See p. 12 for details.) 

Wed., Oct. 19, 7:50am Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room. (Enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview.)  Doors open at 7:50 a.m., 
short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30, 
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. 

Wed., Oct. 19, 7pm. Economic Justice Committee 
Meeting. Social Hall. 

Thurs., Oct. 20, 4-6pm. Kehilla School. Please enter 
through the kitchen door. 

Fri., Oct. 21, 6:30pm, Sukkot Shabbat Friday Evening 
Potluck in the Sukkah. Bring the whole family and join 
us for a Sukkot dinner in the Sukkah (and/or Social 
Hall). This is not a ritual-heavy event – our major 
purpose is to celebrate and be happy, which is the very 
purpose the Torah describes for the holiday. We’ll do a 
few blessings, then a potluck dinner, conversation, 
perhaps a chance for kids to make sukkah decorations, 
and then, as you choose to, do the ritual of blessing the 
lulav palm frond and shaking in blessing to all the 
world’s directions with Rabbi David. At Kehilla 
Remember: Bring a veggy potluck dish to share and be 
joyous. 

Sat., Oct. 22, 10:30am. Sukkot Shabbat with Special 
Procession.  Appropriate for everyone in the family. 
Join Rabbi David & Julie Nesnansky as we celebrate 
Sukkot with a joyous musical service and processions 
(“hakafot”) with lulav followed by Kiddush in the 
sukkah. Bring veggie finger food to share. 
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Mon. Oct. 24. Simchat Torah Celebration at Chochmat 
HaLev  2215 Prince St., Berkeley at Fulton. 
Join with all the Bay Area Renewal communities for a 
night of sacred and ecstastic dancing to live music and 
special Torah chanting to celebrate the conclusion of 
our High Holy Day journey.    
6:00pm  Special Kids Celebration with Jen Miriam and 
Alon Altman, dance and sing around the Torah with  
puppets, music and friends 
6:30pm Vegetarian potluck dinner 
7:00 pm Maariv, Dancing and Torah service with the 
Shirat HaLev Musicians 
9:30 pm- Kiddush and refreshments 
Donation:  Members of participating organizations: 
$15-10   General Public $20-15   Children: $5 

Tues., Oct. 25, 6:45pm. (Dinner at 6:15)  Board of 
Trustees Meeting. All are welcome. Fireside  Room. 

Wed., Oct. 26, 7:50am Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room. (Enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview.)  Doors open at 7:50 a.m., 
short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30, 
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. 

Wed., Oct. 26, 7pm. A Class in the Poetic Word. Taught 
by Lenore Weiss. Fireside Room. (See p. 12 for details.) 

Thurs., Oct. 27, 4-6pm.  Kehilla School. Please enter 
through the kitchen door. 

Thurs., Oct. 27, 6:30pm. "700 Benches: 
Experiencing Biblical Hebrew." Taught by Jenna Kemp. 
(See details on p. 10)  

Fri., Oct. 28, 6:30pm, Tot Shabbat. For children up to 5 
years old (or older if they enjoy it) and their grown-ups. 
Led by Jen Miriam Kantor, Alon Altman and Jen’s 
puppet friends. Please bring a vegetarian potluck dish. 
In the Social Hall. 

Sat., Oct 29, 10:30am.  Shabbat Service and Torah 
Study with Rabbi David and Beth Dickinson. Here we go 
again! We are starting the Torah anew from the first 
parasha of the Torah. We will be looking at the mythic 
Garden of Eden story and how it has been 
reinterpreted in traditional and modern midrash (such 
as by Lilith Magazine and John Steinbeck). During the 
service, rather than chanting the Torah we will study 

and discuss Chapter 3 of Genesis. Followed by Kiddush. 
Bring veggie finger food to share. 

Sat., Oct.29, 9am. 30th annual Harmony Walk/Run to 
End Homelessness in Richmond, hosted by the Greater 
Richmond Interfaith Program (GRIP). Check-in 9:30am. 
Walk begins 10:30am.The web address with a link to 
our team page & further details will be provided in the 
Kehilla weekly e-mails. You can walk or run for as 
much, or as little, a distance as you want.  And, there 
will be a festival in the park after the walk. (See 
announcement, p. 14.) 

Sun., Oct. 30, 2:30-5:00, (1) Nuts and Bolts Workshop 
for Parents & (2) Interactive Discussion with Shalom 
Bayit for Bar/Bat Mitzvah Students 
(1) is required for parents, (2) is highly recommended 
for Students 
   Parents who have previously gone through the 
program will be coming to and share their nuts and 
bolts experiences about planning for the whole year, 
including sharing details about how to keep things 
organized, as well as kiddush and party planning. 
Simultaneously, Zephira Derblich-Milea from Shalom 
Bayit will be presenting her award-winning workshop, 
“Love Shouldn’t Hurt.” www.shalom-bayit.org/teen 
In this workshop, students will have the opportunity to 
learn and discuss about how to build and maintain 
healthy relationships.    
For questions or to request childcare for BBM related 
activities, contact sandra@kehillasynagogue.org.  

Mon., Oct. 31, 6:30-9:30pm. "Elements of Magical 
Judaism" class. Taught by Jude Elfe & Jonathan Furst. 
Sanctuary.  (See p. 12 for details.) 

Sat., Nov. 5, 6:45pm. Annual Harvest Dinner of the 
Faith Trio (Kehilla, Islamic Cultural Center, Montclair 
Presbyterian). Come early at 6:15 if you would like to 
be present at the Muslim evening prayer. Followed by 
multi-faith blessings before dinner. Designated potluck: 
Kehilla members bring veggy salads (fish okay). 
Muslims, Jews and Christians eating together and an 
opportunity to discuss the subject of the evening: 
Solidarity: A Spiritual Necessity. At the Islamic Cultural 
Center, 1433 Madison Street, Oakland. 
 

 
  

http://www.shalom-bayit.org/teen
mailto:sandra@kehillasynagogue.org.
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Kehilla Community Synagogue 
Please use the following number for all staff:  (510) 547-2424 

Co-Rabbi, David J. Cooper 
Rabbidavid@kehillasynagogue.org 

Co-Rabbi, Dev Noily  
RabbiDev@kehillasynagogue.org 

Executive Director,  Michael Saxe-Taller 
Michael@kehillasynagogue.org 

Managing Director, Beth Bittle 
Beth@kehillasynagogue.org 

Hazzan Shulamit Wise Fairman 
Shulamit@kehillasynagogue.org 

Bar/Bat Mitvzah Program Director, Sandra Razieli 
Sandra@kehillasynagogue.org 

Founding Rabbi, Burt Jacobson   (510) 283-5704 
RabBurt@earthlink.net 

 

 

x103 

x104 

x101 

x106 

 

x105 

 

 

 

 

Communications Coordinator,  
Sasha Gottfried 
Sasha@kehillasynagogue.org 

Youth Programs Coordinator,  
Natalie Boskin  
Natalie@kehillasynagogue.org 

Bookkeeper, Molly Melamed 
Molly@kehillasynagogue.org 

Events Line: 

Fax: (510) 547-2442 

Chevra Kadisha: 
Jane Hoberman: 510-843-6047 

Committee Against Abuse: 
Steven Falk: 510-339-0517 

Spiritual Life Practices Committee Chair:  
Shoshana Finacom 
Spirituallife@kehillasynagogue.org 
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              High Holy Days 5777/2016 
                     Seeking Shelter in the Days of Awe:  
            Immigrants and Refugees, Longing and Home 
                                                    by Rabbi Dev Noily 

     In March of this year a 
group of Kehilla members 
working on immigration 
issues called a meeting to 
connect people in our 
community who are involved 

in all kinds of work and service with immigrants and 
refugees, and the laws and policies affecting them. 
    Here are some of the ways people who came to the 
meeting are engaged: 

 Working with Nueva Esperanza to form 
accompaniment teams who provide direct 
support to newly arrived Central American 
immigrants; 

 Supporting LGBT refugees through the Jewish 
Family and Community Services of the East 
Bay LGBT refugee resettlement program ; 

 Working with Jewish Voice for Peace doing 
neighborhood canvassing focused on 
welcoming refugees and ending Muslim 
profiling; 

 Participating in monthly vigils at the ICE West 
County Detention Facility to support 
immigrant detainees and their families; 

 Exploring Kehilla's potential to be a sanctuary 
synagogue for those who face deportation; 

 Providing legal or counseling services to 
immigrants; 

 Providing direct or financial support for Syrian 
and other refugees in Europe, through the 
Hebrew Immigrant Aid Society (HIAS) and 
other agencies; 

 Working with the East Bay Interfaith 
Immigration Coalition; 

 Providing support to Syrian refugees coming 
to the U.S. 

    I left that meeting inspired and moved by the 
incredible energy among people in the Kehilla 
community.  There are so many ways that so many 
people are supporting immigrants and refugees, 

fighting against deportations and human rights 
abuses, and advocating for policy changes that reflect 
our commitment to welcome people who are fleeing 
war, persecution and social and economic turmoil.   
    One thing that came up at the meeting was the 
need to let more people know about the work that’s 
happening, and to help more people join in.  How 
could we get word out about where contributions are 
needed and how people contribute—whether 
someone has an occasional few hours or dollars to 
give, or has housing to share, or can offer an ongoing 
gift of time? 
    When the Spiritual Leadership team (Rabbi David, 
Hazzan Shulamit, Avi Rose, Rabbi Burt, Howard 
Hamburger, Sandra Razieli, Sharon Grodin and myself) 
met to consider our theme for this year’s High Holy 
Days, “immigrants and refugees” emerged as a 
compelling choice.  We saw at least a trio of 
interconnected reasons to dig into this ground:  (1) the 
urgent humanitarian and justice issues underlying the 
unprecedented migration underway, (2) the energy 
already flowing in Kehilla to address the crises, and (3) 
the potential for our coming together for High Holy 
Days to help more people respond to the crises.  
    One more reason to let ourselves be guided by this 
theme is its profoundly rich spiritual terrain.  
Experiences of seeking refuge, migrating, yearning for 
home and offering harbor and kindness to those 
fleeing from danger open up the big questions that all 
of us sometimes face in moments of stillness.  What is 
the sense of disorientation, separateness or apartness 
that we sometimes feel? How do we come to be at 
home in the world and in ourselves? What is our 
longing for connection and at-one-ment—where does 
it come from, and where can it lead us? What are our 
personal and communal histories of migration and 
how do they shape us? How can we move toward 
harmony and balance between our unique individual 
experience and our shared connection to all that is? 

[continued on p. 19]

 

 KOL 
KEHILLA 

The Newsletter of Kehilla Community Synagogue 

September/October 2016 
 



2 

 

Renew Your Membership Now! 
    Kehilla members in good standing will automatically 

receive complimentary admission to High Holy Day 
services when you renew your membership for 2015-16.  

Your admission to High Holy Day services will be your 
name at the door, along with your name tag.  

    To renew your membership, please visit our website at 
www.KehillaSynagogue.org.     

 

Discounts 
On First-Time Membership 

    We are offering a discount on membership dues 
through December 1, 2016. Dues are $200 for Adults 
under 30, and $660 for Adults 30 and over, and will 
include tickets to all High Holy Day services. Conversely, 
any payment made for High Holy Day tickets can be 
applied to the cost of membership. Payment plans can be 
arranged. 

   Visit the website at www.KehillaSynagogue.org and 
click on “JOIN” for more information, or  contact Sasha at 
(510) 547-2424 x100 or Sasha@KehillaSynagogue.org.   

 

 

High Holy Day Tickets  
for the General Public 

Tickets to services  for the general public can be 
ordered on the website at 

http://kehillasynagogue.org/highholydays/  

Tickets will also be available 
 for purchase at the door. 

High Holy Days Schedule 
The Bird of Many Colors:  

A Pre-Holy Days Ingathering 
Saturday, September 24  

Social hour at 7:15, Program at 8pm 

Erev Rosh Hashanah at Scottish Rite Center  
Sunday, October 2, 6:30pm  

Rosh Hashanah at Scottish Rite Center  
Monday, October 3, 9:30am  

Rosh Hashanah Family & Youth Service 
 at Scottish Rite Center 
Monday, October 3, 10am 

Rosh Hashanah Toddler Services 
at Scottish Rite Center 

Monday, October 3, 10:15am 

Second Day Rosh Hashanah at Kehilla  
Tuesday, October 4, 9:30am 

Shabbat Shuvah at Kehilla 
Saturday, October 8, 10:30am 

Kol Nidre at Scottish Rite Center 
 Tuesday, October 11, 6:30pm  

Kol Nidre Family Service at Kehilla  
Tuesday, October 11, 6:30pm 

Kol Nidre Toddler Service at Kehilla  
Tuesday, October 11, 6:30pm 

Yom Kippur Day at Scottish Rite Center  
Wednesday, October 12, 9:30am  

Yom Kippur Youth Service for 6th-8th Graders 
at Scottish Rite Center 

Wednesday, October 12, 10am 

Yom Kippur Afternoon/Evening at Kehilla 
Wednesday, October 12 

2:00-4:30pm: Drop off potluck offerings* 
2:30-3:30pm: Workshops 

 4:30pm: Yizkor (Remembrance) 
5:15pm: Rabbi Burt Teaching, Healing Service & Dukhanen  

6:30pm: Ne’ila (Closing the Gates) 
8pm: Community Potluck Break-fast 

*Please bring a vegetarian main dish to share. Food can be 
dropped off at Kehilla between 2:00 & 4:30pm or at 7:45pm 

 

 

KKeehhiillllaa  HHiigghh  HHoollyy  DDaayyss  
22001166//55777777 

http://www.KehillaSynagogue.org.
http://www.KehillaSynagogue.org
mailto:Sasha@KehillaSynagogue.org.
http://kehillasynagogue.org/highholydays/
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Executively Speaking  
A New Year: Looking Ahead 

                                         by Michael Saxe-Taller, Executive Director 
      

       It is again that time of the Jewish 
cycle when we reflect on the past year    
and imagine the one that is coming.   
     This year, my first full Jewish year at 
Kehilla, was filled with important 

moments and solid growth for us as a congregation. We 
finished the year a stronger, more cohesive community. 
We have increased our membership, solidified our 
finances, updated our technology, prepared for an 
upcoming rabbinic transition and developed even more 
committed congregant leaders (for specifics, see my June 
Kol Kehilla article at http://kehillasynagogue.org/oh-
what-a-year/. I think we can be proud of all that we did 
to strengthen our community and to make constructive 
change in the communities around us. 
     I am jazzed for the year that is coming up. We enter 
the year planted on firm ground,  prepared to face the 
next important set of challenges for us as a community. I 
think these include: 
     Caring for our building – Our physical home is in need 
of some significant repair. In addition, we want our 
building to be more accessible and more welcoming to 
our own community and to those who join us.  
     Completing our Rabbinic transition – Rabbis David and 
Dev will be serving as Co-Rabbis for this year until the  

 
next stage of the transition occurs in July 2017. We will 
have many chances to appreciate Rabbi David for his 
years of work and to prepare for Rabbi Dev’s step into 
the senior rabbinic role. We will also be searching for a 
dynamic new Director of Kehilla School to join our Kehilla 
leadership team.  
     Addressing the issues of a growing community – 
Kehilla grew by 25 member households in the past year 
and we have reason to think that we will continue to 
grow this year as well. We will need to put attention to 
welcoming our new members, as well as to how we 
maintain our intimacy and individual care while we grow. 
     Thinking about our next 5-10 years – As our present 
day situation has become stable, we now have the 
opportunity to image our future as a congregation and to 
strategize and prioritize the steps that will get us there.    
The Kehilla Board and many of our other committees will 
have opportunities to do this kind of thinking. 
     I am excited for the opportunity to engage with you 
this year on these issues and on the many other aspects 
of Kehilla life.  
     May we all have a sweet year of working, building, 
growing and celebrating together as a community. 
L’Shana Tova

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

It's Membership Renewal Time! 

    It is time again for you to renew your annual Kehilla dues pledge. 

     We are excited to have a new membership renewal and registration process, a result of another one of our 
year’s major accomplishments - a new, upgraded database. We now have one form that is used for membership 
renewals, new memberships and religious school registrations. The form will combine all fees and allow you to 
set up a payment plan. We will also be able to automatically update your contact information into the database.  

     We strongly encourage everyone to renew their membership electronically. If you need a paper registration 
form, please contact Sasha Gottfried at 510-547-2424 x100 or Sasha@kehillasynagogue.org  

     You have recently received a letter and a couple of emails outlining the renewal/registration process. You can 
access the renewal/registration form by going to the to the Kehilla website or to the link in the renewal emails.  

     We deeply appreciate your membership in this community and look forward to another year together! 

  

http://kehillasynagogue.org/oh-
mailto:Sasha@kehillasynagogue.org
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Chai Elul Shabbat & 
New Member Welcome 

Saturday, September 10, 10am 

      Join our “Bima Team” for a spirited, musical service as 
we immerse in the month of Elul and prepare for the High 
Holy Days. Our newest members will receive a special 
honor during the Torah service, and we’ll kick off the 
morning with Ketzev Kehilla, our prayerful percussion 
orchestra. Come one, come all! Children most welcome! 
Vegetarian potluck luncheon to follow. Please bring a 
vegetarian dish to share.  Kiddush also sponsored by Ruth 
Goldstone & James Eder in honor of Ruth's mother Merle 
S. Goldstone's yartzheit. 

 

Solar Lights for Gaza Fundraiser & 
 Pre-Shabbat Potluck 

Friday, September 16, 5:30pm 
     This is a special pre-Shabbat Service gathering and 
potluck meal organized by Kehilla’s Greening Committee 
and Middle East Peace Committee. The purpose is to raise 
tzedakah for Rebuilding Alliance’s project to provide solar 
lights for the residents of Gaza where electricity is often 
available for only four or five hours in a day. This is 
especially needed by children who would otherwise study 
at night by hazardous candle or kerosene light. Guest 
speaker: Donna Baranski-Walker, founder of Rebuilding 
Alliance. We will have a Potluck Dinner in the Social Hall 
starting at 6:00.  Please bring a vegetarian or fish dish to 
share.  Followed by Kabbalat Shabbat Service at 7:30. (See 
article, p. 8.) 

 

Elul Shabbat Service with  
the Chevra Kadisha 

Saturday, September 17, 10:30am 

     Led by Rabbi David, Hazzan Shulamit, and Julie 
Nesnansky. Celebrating the completion of our “Sh’mira 
Readings Project.” Sh’mira is the ritual of staying with the 
body of the deceased in the period preceding the funeral 
during which the shomer (“guardian”) traditionally reads 
from the book of psalms. For our members, when they do 
Sh’mira, Kehilla’s Chevra Kadisha has assembled readings 
from innovative and interpretive translations of the psalms, 
some of which we will read at this service. We will have a 
short Torah reading that morning with one aliyah. 
Deuteronomy 22:6-12. If you want to chant this, email 
Rabbi David.  In the Fireside Room. Kiddush sponsored by 
the Chevra Kadisha. 

A Community Forum on the  
Movement for Black Lives Platform 

Study & Conversation 
Sunday September 18, 3:30 – 7:00pm 

     Join us as we come together to study the 
platform as a community and to listen deeply to 
what the Movement’s leaders are saying. Rabbi 
David, Rabbi Dev, Hazzan Shulamit, and Rabbi Burt 
have endorsed the Movement for Black Lives 
Platform as individuals.  We invite you to read the 
entire platform, either ahead of time or at the 
Forum.   
    Our intention is to create a community forum 
that centers the Platform’s demands for racial and 
economic justice, while making space for the 
complex emotional responses that may arise for us 
in relationship to Jewish identity, racial identity and 
all the aspects of ourselves that make each of us 
who we are. 
    ( See article on p. 9 for details.)  

Kehilla High Holy Days Art Reception 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Saturday, September 17, 3:30-6:30pm 

     Kehilla is honored to present a group show 
reflecting this year’s High Holy Days theme of 
Immigrants. Refugees. Longing. Home. For the first 
time, Kehilla will be using art to deepen our 
individual and collective connection to the High Holy 
Days. 
     Over 20 Kehilla members have contributed more 
than 30 pieces, including sketches, paintings, mixed 
media, ceramics, photos, and narrative. The work is 
both beautiful and powerful. We invite you to join us 
at the artists’ reception.  Thanks to the talent and 
generosity of our congregation, art will be displayed 
not only in the Fireside Room but throughout the 
synagogue. Light refreshments will be served. We 
look forward to seeing you there! 
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A Gym for Writers 
     Have you always wanted to explore writing and 
other writers, but need a supportive environment 
to get the ink going? Here's an open invitation for 
all those who'd like to discuss forming a Jewish-
based writing group. 
     The possibilities might include — a place where 
we can generate new writing based on prompts 
and other self-starters, exchange information 
about our favorite Jewish writers and poets, read 
together, or something else.  
      If interested, please contact Lenore Weiss at 
webcontentlw@gmail.com  with "Gym for 
Writers"  in the subject line.   

Yoga for Renewal: 
Rooted in Jewish Mystical Teachings 

with Julie Emden of Jewish LearningWorks 

 

Sunday, September 18, 2:00-4:00pm 

     Integrate, mind, body, heart and spirit. Enhance 
your practices for living in balance and wellness with 
this gentle, grounded Iyengar-based yoga and 
movement practice infused with themes of 
realignment and renewal for the Jewish New Year. 

     Location:  4th Street Yoga, 1809 4th St., Berkeley 
     Cost:  $25.   Register: yogasept20.eventbrite.com 

     Co-sponsored by 4th Street Yoga, Chochmat HaLev, 
Congregation Netivot Shalom, Kehilla Community 

Synagogue, Temple Sinai Oakland. 

     Contact: jemden@jewishlearningworks.org 
About Julie Emden:  Julie directs the Embodied Jewish 
Learning Initiative at Jewish LearningWorks. A graduate of 
five fellowship and certification programs related to her 
work as a Jewish Educator and as a Yoga, Movement and 
Dance Instructor, Julie holds a BA from the University of 
Michigan. She holds teaching certifications in Iyengar-
based yoga from the Yoga Room in Berkeley, in Yoga and 
Jewish Spirituality from Elat Chayyim Center for Jewish 
Spirituality, and in Movement-based Expressive Arts from 
Tamalpa Institute.  

 “We Are the Bridge” Exhibit Reception 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Sunday, September 18, 1- 3 pm 
     This exhibit showcases works by artists of multiple 
faith traditions, and is sponsored by the Faith Trio 
(Kehilla, Islamic Cultural Center, and Montclair 
Presbyterian).  It includes a large selection from the 
May 2015 interfaith exhibition held at the Islamic 
Cultural Center of Northern California. Kehilla artists 
Tamar Raine, Susan Freundlich and Lea Delson are 
represented in this exhibit, along with many other 
wonderful artists.  Free Reception with Music. 

 At Osher Marin JCC  
 200 North San Pedro Rd. San Rafael 

 
Mission Dolores Window by Lea Delson 

 

The Bird of Many Colors: 
A Pre-Holy Days Ingathering 

Saturday, September 24 
Shmooze: 7:15pm  Program: 8pm 

     Gather with us one week before Rosh Hashanah, as 
we turn together toward the Days of Awe. This year, 
rather than observing Selichot with a service, all are 
welcome to an evening of community, music, stories, 
meditation and reflection.  

      Join us in the social hall for a little nosh and 
socializing, followed by a program led by the Kehilla 
spiritual leadership and musical prayer leaders, as we 
focus our awareness and maybe set some intention for 
our experience of the holy days.   If you are new to 
Kehilla, or to Kehilla’s observance of the High Holydays, 
this evening is a lovely way to begin the experience.  If 
you’re accustomed to the Selichot services of the last 
few years, you’ll find a similar opportunity in this 
program for settling into intention and reflection. 

 

mailto:webcontentlw@gmail.com
mailto:jemden@jewishlearningworks.org
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"Mrs. Reiff And The Counterfeit Shop" 
by Stephanie Anne Johnson 

A Staged Play Reading 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Sunday, September 25, 5pm 

     We are delighted to present a staged reading of 
Stephanie Anne Johnson’s newest play. This 
autobiographical portrait begins when teenaged 
Stephanie looks into the window of an art store in 
Englewood, New Jersey. 
      Welcomed by Mrs. Reiff, the owner of the 
Counterfeit Shop, they develop a decades long 
friendship which transcends age, culture, race, and 
religion. There are flashbacks to highlight this 
historical moment on the East Coast when Black 
people and Jewish people shared common cause in 
the quest for social justice. A surprising cultural 
intersection is revealed at the end of the play. 
      Susan Felix, Bruce Bierman, and Stephanie Anne 
Johnson will be the readers. Bruce Bierman will lead 
participants in Jewish dance before an open 
discussion of this play in development.   
     People of all ages are welcome to attend this 
event.  Admission is free. Donations for the actors 
and technician will be gratefully accepted. 

In the Sanctuary 

 

Sukkot Shabbat: 
Friday Evening Potluck in the Sukkah 

 
Friday, October 21, 6:30pm 

    Bring the whole family and join us for a Sukkot 
dinner in the Sukkah (and/or Social Hall). This is not a 
ritual-heavy event – our major purpose is to 
celebrate and be happy which is the very purpose 
the Torah describes for the holiday. We’ll do a few 
blessings, then a potluck dinner, conversation, 
perhaps a chance for kids to make sukkah 
decorations, and then, as you choose to, do the ritual 
of blessing the lulav palm frond and shaking in 
blessing to all the world’s directions with Rabbi 
David.   Remember: Bring a veggie potluck dish to 
share and be joyous! (Fish okay, but no shellfish, 
please.) 

 

Annual Harvest Dinner of the Faith Trio 
“Solidarity: A Spiritual Necessity”  

 

 
Saturday evening, November 5 

 
6:15 Come early if you would like to be present at the 
Muslim evening service 
6:45 Multi-Faith Blessings, Potluck Dinner (see below) 
and Conversation 
 
     The Faith Trio is an alliance of Kehilla Community 
Synagogue, Islamic Cultural Center of Northern 
California, and Montclair Presbyterian Church. Every 
year we hold an autumn gathering. Often we have a 
theme for discussion at the tables. The opening 
question this year: “What is your earliest memory of an 
experience where you met someone from another 
religious background?” Our discussions will focus on 
the spiritual necessity for interfaith solidarity.  
Designated potluck: Kehilla members bring veggy 
salads (fish okay). 

At the Islamic Cultural Center of Northern California 
1433 Madison Street, Oakland near 14th Street 
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Kehilla Neighborhood Brunches Return! 
Sunday, October 16, 11:00am-1:00pm

If you have ever wanted to find out more about the 
Kehilla members in your neighborhood and to make 
connections in your local village - come to a Kehilla 
Neighborhood Brunch!   This year our brunch is on the 
day of the first evening of Sukkot. 

WHERE: We expect to have hosts for Berkeley, 
Richmond, South Oakland and the 
Rockridge/Temescal/Grand Lake/Piedmont area of 
Oakland. WHAT: The hosts will provide juice, coffee 
and tea.   

Guests are asked to bring vegetarian brunch items to 
share. 

Save the Date and look for further announcements in 
the weekly emails or call the office!  We hope to see 
you there!  If you are willing to volunteer your home, 
please email chesed@kehillasynagogue.org.  Your offer 
will be much appreciated. 

Shalom, 
The Chesed Committee 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Erev Simchat Torah Celebration!  
Monday, October 24 

 

 

 

 

at Chochmat HaLev   
2215 Prince St., Berkeley at Fulton. 

Join with all the Bay Area Renewal communities for 
a night of sacred and ecstastic dancing to live 
music and special Torah chanting to celebrate the 
conclusion of our High Holy Day journey.    

6:00pm  Special Kids Celebration with Jen Miriam 
and Alon Altman, dance and sing around the Torah 
with  puppets, music and friends 

6:30pm Vegetarian potluck dinner 

7:00 pm Maariv, Dancing and Torah service with 
the Shirat HaLev Musicians 

9:30 pm- Kiddush and refreshments 

Donation:  Members of participating organizations: 
$15-10   General Public $20-15   Children: $5 

Save the Date! 

The Buddha & The Ba’al Shem Tov 
With Zoketsu Norman Fischer, Rabbi Burt Jacobson &  

Rabbi Dev Noily  
Come celebrate Rabbi Burt's 80th Birthday! 

Saturday Evening, November 19, 7:30pm 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

   Our own visionary teacher Rabbi Burt and noted poet, 
meditation teacher and Zen Buddhist priest, Norman 
Fischer will be in dialogue, moderated by Rabbi Dev. They 
will explore parallels in the teaching and lives of the 
Buddha and the Ba’al Shem Tov, two enlightened teachers 
who saw the Divine everywhere, and taught the spiritual 
values of mystery, compassion, love and joy. 

   Come and celebrate Rabbi Burt’s 80th birthday and 50th 
year in the rabbinate! The dialogue will be followed by 
delectable desserts and drinks in the Social Hall. 

   PLEASE NOTE – We will be celebrating Rabbi Burt’s 80th 
throughout Shabbat on November 18 & 19.  We will have 
Kabbalat Shabbat services and oneg on Friday night, and 
special Shabbat morning services and lunch on Saturday. 

Sanctuary 
 

 

 

 

mailto:chesed@kehillasynagogue.org.
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Book Discussion Group 
All Kehilla members are welcome to join us for our customary meetings on the second Monday of the month at 7pm in 
the Fireside Room. These books are from the San Francisco Jewiish Community Library and there might be copies to 
borrow. 

Monday, September 12, 7pm 
The Fixer by Bernard Malamud 

     The Fixer (1966) is Bernard Malamud's best-known 
and most acclaimed novel -- one that makes manifest his 
roots in Russian fiction, especially that of Isaac Babel.  
Set in Kiev in 1911 during a period of heightened anti-
Semitism, the novel tells the story of Yakov Bok, a Jewish 
handyman blamed for the brutal murder of a young 
Russian boy. Bok leaves his village to try his luck in Kiev, 
and after denying his Jewish identity, finds himself 
working for a member of the anti-Semitic Black 
Hundreds Society. When the boy is found nearly drained 
of blood in a cave, the Black Hundreds accuse the Jews of 
ritual murder. Arrested and imprisoned, Bok refuses to 
confess to a crime that he did not commit. 
 

 

Monday, October 10, 7pm 
Mystics of Mile End by Sigal Samuel 

     Sigal Samuel’s debut novel, in the vein of Nicole 
Krauss’s bestselling The History of Love, is an imaginative 
story that delves into the heart of Jewish mysticism, 
faith, and family. In the half-Hasidic, half-hipster 
Montreal neighborhood of Mile End, eleven-year-old Lev 
Meyer is discovering that there may be a place for 
Judaism in his life. As he learns about science in his day 
school, Lev begins his own extracurricular study of the 
Bible’s Tree of Knowledge with neighbor Mr. Katz, who is 
building his own Tree out of trash. Meanwhile his sister 
Samara is secretly studying for her Bat Mitzvah with 
next-door neighbor and Holocaust survivor, Mr. 
Glassman. All the while his father, David, a professor of 
Jewish mysticism, is a non-believer. 

 
Solar Lights for Gaza Fundraiser & 

 Pre-Shabbat Potluck 
Please join Kehilla’s Greening and Middle East Peace Committees for a potluck dinner on  

September 16 at 5:30pm and fundraiser to support the children of Gaza. 

         Gaza is still recovering from fifty-one days of 
bombing in 2014. Electricity, water, and sewage systems 
are all still very fragile, and more than 17,000 people are 
still in temporary housing. Families there are affected 
daily by rolling black-outs. Far too often electricity is 
only available for 4 hours per day. Children must do 
their homework by dangerous kerosene lamps or 
candlelight. For the last year, the Rebuilding Alliance, a 
local non-profit organization, has been fundraising and 
shpping solar powered lights to Non-Governmental 
Organizations in Gaza. Our goal is to help raise funds to 
help them send the next pallet of 1,920 solar-powered 
lights to Gaza's children. 
     Our speaker for the evening will be Donna Baranski-
Walker, founder and Executive Director of Rebuilding 
Alliance, who was in Gaza in April to distribute the first 
pallet of solar lights. Rebuilding Alliance is working with 
Palestinian Non-Governmental Organizations in Gaza to 
distribute the solar lights to children and families in 
need. Donna will explain how Rebuilding Alliance is able 
to send the solar-powered lights through the blockade 
following pre-clearance by both Palestinian and Israeli 
Customs. She also will tell us about their NGO partners 
and some of the families she visited in Gaza. This will be 

a rare opportunity to hear directly from someone who 
has spent time in Gaza supporting children and families.  
     Rebuilding Alliance has already delivered three pallets 
of solar lights so children in Gaza can safely study and 
spend time with their families. There are 700,000 
children in Gaza.  Please join us on Sept. 16th to help 
Rebuilding Alliance send more Luci Lights to Gaza's 
children. 
     We will have a Potluck Dinner in the Social Hall 
starting at 5:30. Please bring a vegetarian or fish dish to 
share.  
     And please join us after dinner and the presentation 
for a spirited, musical Kabbalat Shabbat service to sing, 
meditate, dance, and rest in the joy and peace of 
Shabbat. Led by Hazzan Shulamit and Julie Nesnansky. 
     We hope you can join us on September 16 to hear first 
hand from our guest about her experience personally 
delivering solar lights to Gaza. But if you can’t make it, 
please make a donation to this great project!  
     You can donate at this link: 
https://commitchange.com/ca/burlingame-
94010/rebuilding-alliance/events/kehilla-for-gazas-
children 

https://commitchange.com/ca/burlingame-
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You’re Invited: 
A Community Forum on the Movement for Black Lives Platform: 

Study & Conversation 

Sunday September 18, 3:30 – 7:00pm 
by Rabbi Dev Noily 

     In early August the Movement for Black Lives 
Platform was published.  Organizers described their 
project this way: 

In response to the sustained and increasingly visible 
violence against Black communities in the U.S. and 
globally, a collective of more than 50 organizations 
representing thousands of Black people from across 
the country have come together with renewed 
energy and purpose to articulate a common vision 
and agenda. 
Our resistance and rebellion are not new, but like 
other times in history have come to a critical mass, 
and the bravery of those in Ferguson and across 
the country captured the attention of the world. A 
year ago, over 2,000 of us gathered in Cleveland to 
reflect on the state of our movement for liberation 
and celebrate our people, both those who have 
fallen and those who have survived. It was there 
that we began the process of uniting to articulate a 
shared vision of the world we want to live in. 

     The Platform articulates that sweeping and radical 
vision for racial and economic justice. It addresses 
reparations, education, healthcare, housing, policing, 
militarization (domestic and foreign), incarceration, 
criminalization, community control, and other aspects 
of U.S. society and policy that impact Black lives. 
     We’re excited to come together to study the 
platform as a community and to listen deeply to what 
the Movement’s leaders are saying. Rabbi David, 
Hazzan Shulamit, Rabbi Burt and I have endorsed the 
Movement for Black Lives Platform as individuals.  As I 
read the Platform I felt the tectonic plates of racial 
injustice in our country begin to shift.  In the profound 
language of the background pieces I could hear more 
of the stories of Black lives, deepening my awareness 
of the differences between my experience as White 
person and the experiences of so many Black people I 

live alongside.   I heard the Platform as a call to listen 
to Black voices, as a call to compassion, and as a call to 
join more fully in the M4BL struggle to root out the 
injustice that continues to rot the core of our country.  
This feels like an extraordinary historic moment to me, 
and I feel humbled and grateful for the Movement for 
Black Lives as path to justice for all of us. 
     We’d like Kehilla to consider endorsing the Platform 
as an organization as well. This Forum will be our first 
communal conversation about the Platform, and will 
help us to discern the next steps in this process.   
     The primary focus of our learning and 
conversations will be the current and historic 
experiences of Black people in the U.S., and the ways 
that White supremacy has operated, and continues to 
operate in our society and in our souls. 
     We invite you to read the entire platform, either 
ahead of time or at the September 18 Community 
Forum.  The first part of the afternoon will be devoted 
to studying the Platform.  You will find links to a 
summary of the Platform, and to the deeper analysis 
of each of its six parts on our website at this link: 
http://kehillasynagogue.org/event/a-community-
forum-on-the-movement-for-black-lives-platform-
study-conversation/  
     After doing text study with the Platform we’ll have 
a break and a nosh/snack.  The second half of the 
afternoon will be a compassionate listening-style 
session, where people gather in facilitated small 
groups to share their responses, reactions to and 
questions about the platform.  We will have at least 
one small group for People of Color.  We’ll end with 
everyone coming together to share highlights from the 
small group conversations.  You may come for the 
whole time, or just the first half, or just the second 
half.   [continued on p. 13.]

 

http://kehillasynagogue.org/event/a-community-
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New Adult Education Classes Fall 2016 

To Register for Classes: You can register and pay online at www.KehillaSynagogue.org (click on the 
"LEARN" link and then click on Adult Education), or send check payable to Kehilla to Kehilla, 

 1300 Grand Ave., Piedmont, CA 94610.  

 
 
“700 Benches: Experiencing Biblical Hebrew” 
Class 
Begins September 8, 6:30pm 
Taught by Jenna Kemp 
Have you ever wanted to read and understand Torah 
Hebrew? As a first phase in the launch of Kehilla’s new 
“700 Benches” beit-midrash program,  Kehilla is 
offering  a class designed to be an immersive 
experience in the language and structure of biblical 
Hebrew. What do we mean by “immersive?" Think of 
once a week jumping into the deep end of the pool—
with water wings as needed, swim buddies, and a 
lifeguard. 
This class is a multi-level beit-midrash in which 
students will learn the grammar that will allow them 
to begin reading biblical Hebrew without an English 
translation. Working primarily in chevrutah (pairs, 
small groups), we will learn grammar together, while 
simultaneously reading biblical narrative in Hebrew. 
People at all levels of Hebrew abilities are encouraged 
to join. Students will be expected to do some 
homework and memorization, but the emphasis is on 
concepts and resources that will allow you to begin to 
“swim” on your own! 
If you are interested in the class, but need some work 
on your aleph-bet, you will find resources to help get 
you up to speed on our website at this link: 
http://kehillasynagogue.org/online-hebrewbiblical-
text-resources/ 
Prerequisite: Aleph-bet and Vowels 
Dates:  Thursdays, Sept. 8- Sept. 29, Oct. 27, Nov. 3 (A 
six-session series) 
Time: 6:30-8:30pm 
Cost: $150 Kehilla members, $180 General Public.  No 
one turned away for lack of ability to pay the full 
amount. If you are unable to pay the full amount, 
please contact sjgrodin@comcast.net. 
Questions? Contact Jenna Stover-Kemp at 
jennakemp25@gmail.com or Sharon Grodin at 
sjgrodin@comcast.net. No one is turned away for lack 
of funds; please discuss this with us. 

 
 

 
 
Conversion Group  
Begins September 12, 7:30pm 
Led by Rabbi Dev Noily and Sharon Grodin 

 Kehilla’s conversion group is the communal portion of 
a process of individual inquiry that each participant 
anticipates will lead to adopting Judaism.  Kehilla’s 
spiritual leaders Rabbi Dev and Sharon Grodin are 
available to guide participants in their reading, 
selection of classes, and experiences that inform their 
education toward discernment about this decision. 
 The group is not an “introduction to Judaism” class, 
but rather a forum where participants reflect on and 
share insights about the studies and experiences each 
is undertaking within Kehilla and elsewhere.  The 
group meets once a month for 1-1/2 hours, which 
typically includes some learning together and 
responding to each others’ questions. Because this 
group is intended to support conversion in the 
context of Kehilla community, after the first two 
sessions, participants are expected to decide whether 
Kehilla is a good fit for them; if so, participants will be 
come members, and if not, participants will be 
supported in finding an alternative for their 
conversion studies. 
If you are interested in this group, please contact 
Sharon Grodin at sjgrodin@comcast.net.  
Dates:  Mondays, Sept. 12, Nov. 14, Dec. 12  
Cost: No charge (but see above about membership).  
Led by Rabbi Dev and Sharon Grodin. 
Location: Sanctuary/Buber Room 

 

http://www.KehillaSynagogue.org
http://kehillasynagogue.org/online-hebrewbiblical-
mailto:sjgrodin@comcast.net.
mailto:jennakemp25@gmail.com
mailto:sjgrodin@comcast.net.
mailto:sjgrodin@comcast.net.
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Adult Education (continued) 
 
"Drumming As Prayer" Class 
A Two-Class Series: September 18 & September 21 
Taught by Debbie Fier, Kehilla Musical Prayer Leader & 
“Heartbeat of the Service"  
     Drumming is an active form of meditation. It 
provides a wonderful way to be present, express 
yourself and learn how to drum with a group in sacred 
community space. At Kehilla, we are creating an 
intergenerational drum group, called Ketzev Kehilla, 
(the Beats of Kehilla), and we have been learning 
some of the rhythms for the Kehilla melodies and also 
drumming at our Chai Shabbat services. 
     This is a two-class series. It can be taken as a series 
or as individual classes. (However, if you want to 
drum at High Holy Days services, you must come to 
both classes.) 
       Those who wish to will have the opportunity to 
drum for our High Holy Days services at the Scottish 
Rite Center in Oakland. Participants who want to join 
us in drumming need to commit to coming to both 
classes of the series (exceptions may be made IF you 
have taken previous ‘Drumming as Prayer’ classes with 
Debbie. In those cases you must come to at least 1 
class). If you have taken this class before, and enjoy 
drumming in our Kehilla circle, please come to the 
class!  We will always learn new rhythms, practice new 
exercises and continue building on what we have 
previously done. 
     All ages and all levels welcome!  Please bring a 
drum if you have one.  If you need a drum for the 
class, please email Sasha@kehillasynagogue.org and 
we will do our best to provide one. Hand percussion 
(shakers, claves, etc.) will be provided. 
     Dates: Sunday, Sept 18 - 4-5:30 and Wednesday,  
Sept 21, 7-8:30 in the Fireside Room.  
    Cost:  2-class series: $36 members/ $46 non-
members; Individual class: $20 members/ $25 non-
members 
    Location: Fireside Room 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Chai Mitzvah Group Forming: “A Jewish Year” 
Begins Sunday, October 16, 5:30pm 

In response to many requests for a more structured, 
group-based program for exploring Judaism, Kehilla is 
offering a Chai Mitzvah group beginning in October.  
What is “Chai Mitzvah,” you ask?  It’s a curriculum and 
structure created by a Jewish-multidenominational 
(including Renewal) group of rabbis and educators, 
designed to support group study and a period of 
committed personal exploration.  No prior experience 
with Judaism or Hebrew is required.  Here’s what the 
creators have to say about it: 

“Chai Mitzvah is a unique adult engagement program 
that encourages an integrated, experiential approach 
to Jewish life through five simple components. Each 
participant:  

1. Attends monthly group learning with a set 
curriculum provided by Chai Mitzvah.  

2. Chooses an independent study topic for the year.  

3. Chooses a ritual/spiritual practice to take on for the 
year.  

4. Chooses a social action activity to commit to for the 
year.  

5. Celebrates the journey!”  

In our case, we’ve chosen “A Jewish Year” as an 
overarching theme. Participants will investigate and 
experience the Jewish calendar as it occurs, separately 
or together, as interests dictate.  Our mitzvah group 
will meet on third Sundays starting in October, with 
minimal costs set to cover our fee from Chai Mitzvah 
for the materials (the more participants, the lower the 
cost, but we are setting the initial registration fee 
$18/person for the 9-month period).  The group may 
decide to engage speakers or project leaders on 
particular topics and share the cost of that additional 
enrichment.  For more information about the 
program, see www.chaimitzvah.org.  For questions 
about our group, contact sjgrodin@comcastnet. 

Dates: Monthly for 9 months, beginning Sunday,  
Oct. 16, 5:30-7pm 

Cost: $18/person 

Location: Back classsroom, main floor 

mailto:Sasha@kehillasynagogue.org
http://www.chaimitzvah.org.
mailto:sjgrodin@comcastnet.
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Adult Education (continued) 
 

Elements of Magical Judaism 
Begins Monday, October 16, 6:00pm 
with Reclaiming* Teachers  
Jude Elf & Maggid Jonathan Furst 
Join us for a six-week exploration of Earth-based 
Judaism through the elements of Earth, Air, Fire, 
Water and Spirit. Develop personal practices and 
improvisational ritual co-creation skills, blending 
modern G!ddess-oriented magic with traditional 
Jewish and ancient Hebraic spirituality.  
Dates: Mondays, October 17 - November 21, 6pm  
Cost: $240-$90 sliding scale 
Location: Sanctuary 
For More Info: contact jfurst@pobox.com or  
415-516-4904 
*Learn more about Reclaiming here: 
http://www.reclaiming.org/  
Co-sponsored by the Jewitch Collective and Derech 
Ha'Aretz Outdoor Yeshiva 
 
I Never Knew Hebrew Could Be So Much Fun 
Class 
Begins Sunday, October 23, 10:30am 
Taught by Bracha Stone 
Once again Bracha is offering her fabulous course in 
beginning Hebrew. Absolutely no previous Hebrew 
experience is required or expected. Come and find out 
why you don’t have to know very much at all in order 
to have Hebrew take on a very special place in your 
life. Bracha loves to teach this class since adults tend 
to be very compliant students and they ask such 
serious questions. Form a community of like-minded 
adults, play games, sing songs and learn, learn, learn.  
Repeaters welcomed!! 

Dates:  Sunday, Oct. 23, 30, Nov. 6, 10:30am-11:45am 
Cost:  $54 members, $66 nonmembers 
Location: Given at the time of registration. 
Call Bracha for questions or concerns. 510-703-2220. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Personalizing Our Experience With Jewish 
Liturgy 
First meeting: Sunday, October 23, 6:30pm 
A new group convened by Bracha Stone 
Designed for those who want to explore an expanded 
and creative relationship to Jewish liturgy. While there 
is no expectation of a belief in "God," this group is 
designed for those who desire to personally connect 
to "something-bigger-than-us" and/or "the-wisdom-
deep-within-us." We will witness and be witnessed as 
we explore our attraction and creative responses to 
traditional Jewish prayer practice. We will meet 
together once a month for 5 months. We will also 
participate in a weekly email conversation concerning 
our intentions, and the challenges and blessings we 
experience as we enact our them. 
Dates:  First meeting is Sunday, Oct. 23, 6:30-8:30. 
There will be a meeting at the same time in the 
evening in November, December, January and 
February. Specific dates for each month will be 
determined by October 1st.  
Cost:  $120 members, $150 nonmembers 
Location: Given at the time of registration.  
Call Bracha for questions or concerns. 510-703-2220.  

A Class in the Poetic Word 
Begins Wednesday, October 26, 7pm 
Taught by Lenore Weiss 
Come learn about several outstanding twentieth-
century American Jewish poets, including a number of 
contemporary writers. The four-session class will 
examine work by poets who express diverse 
connections to the Jewish experience.  For the first 
hour of each session, we will examine and discuss the 
poet’s work. Using writing prompts from the readings, 
during the second hour we will respond to the poetry 
in whatever written form we choose. Open to all. No 
writing experience is required. Special guest visits by 
local poets. All lovers of the word are encouraged to 
participate. Bring a notebook and pen. 
Dates: Wednesday, Oct. 26, Nov.  9,  Nov. 23, Nov. 30, 
7-9pm 
Cost: $88 members, $112 nonmembers 
Location: Fireside Room 
 

mailto:jfurst@pobox.com
http://www.reclaiming.org/
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A Community Forum on the Movement for Black Lives Platform 
[continued] 
     Part of the platform, called Invest/Divest, deals 
with connections between U.S. military spending and 
interventions abroad on the one hand, and the lack of 
funding for domestic social needs and militarization of 
U.S. police on the other hand. This part of the 
platform also addresses U.S. military support for Israel 
and the unjust treatment of Palestinians under 
Occupation, using language that some Jewish people 
and organizations have objected to strongly.   
     Our intention is to create a community forum that 
centers the Platform’s demands for racial and 

economic justice, while making space for the complex 
emotional responses that may arise for us in 
relationship to Jewish identity, racial identity and all 
the aspects of ourselves that make each of us who we 
are.  
     Please be in touch with us if you have questions or 
feedback.  
     RSVP if you can  to Sasha@kehillasynagogue.org.  
 – it will help us a lot as we plan the afternoon. 

 
 

Join the 30th Annual G.R.I.P. Harmony Walk in Richmond 
To End Hunger & Homelessness-to Benefit the Greater Richmond Interfaith Program 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     On October 29, Greater Richmond Interfaith 
Program is hosting its 30th annual Harmony Walk/Run 
to End Homelessness in Richmond. Several Kehilla 
members and members of St. John’s Church joined a 
team last year in memory of David McPhail and Judy 
Abel, GRIP activists who both died in September, 
2015.  
     That team raised over $1,000 in support of the 
Souper Center, a program operated by GRIP, which 
serves meals to homeless and needy residents and 
also runs a family shelter. David and Irene, his wife, 
both Kehilla members, and Betty Young, started a 
group now called David’s Dinner Group which 
prepares a monthly meal for families staying at the 
GRIP shelter. Several Kehilla members, people who 
had been members of an El Cerrito church where 
David had ministered, and members of St John’s 
Presbyterian Church in Berkeley, are in the dinner 
group as well. 
     David did this Walk every year through 2014. 

Kehilla members have another opportunity this year 
to remember and honor David while helping to ease 
homelessness. 
     We encourage everyone’s participation in or pledge 
of money to the team. We will have a team name and 
a team page set-up with the Harmony Walk website 
by mid-September. 
     The web address with a link to our team page & 
further details will be provided in the Kehilla weekly 
e-mails.    
     Check-in on October 29 begins at 9:00 a.m. The Run 
starts at 10:30 a.m. The Walk starts at 10:45 a.m. You 
can walk or run for as much, or as little, a distance as 
you want.  And, there will be a festival in the park 
after the walk.  
     Please consider sending a donation or joining the 
team after the team page is setup. If you have 
questions about the team, feel free to contact Sue 
Goldberg directly at suegoldberg@sbcglobal.net 

 
Pictured: Alex Madonik, Ruthie Levin, Richard Speiglman, Sue Goldberg 

 

mailto:Sasha@kehillasynagogue.org.
mailto:suegoldberg@sbcglobal.net
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An Interview with Spiritual Leader Avi Rose 
by Bill Lazarus

     More refugees are 
fleeing persecution now 
than at any time since the 
end of World War II, says 
Avi Rose, who has spent 
most of his life as a political 
and social activist, and who 
now finds himself turning 
more and more to issues of 
immigration and the flood 
of people seeking safe 
haven. With millions of 
refugees left homeless and 
nationless as the result of 
warfare in Syria and 
elsewhere, Avi sees the 

Jewish response as extending “beyond empathizing. 
“It’s identifying,” he says. “We need to see ourselves 
as coming out of Egypt.” 

     “We were strangers. We know the heart of the 
stranger,” adds Avi, who is executive director of 
Jewish Family and Community Services East Bay . That 
“central narrative” of the Jewish people is a key these 
days to the work of JFCS. About 2,000 of the 8,000 
people it annually serves are refugees and other 
immigrants. While the work of JFCS has historically 
been geared toward helping the Jewish community, it 
is not exclusively so. Avi says, “Tikkun Olam is not 
about bringing healing only to the Jewish people. It’s 
about “olam.” It’s about the world as a whole.” 

     When Avi started work at JFCS in 2005, the agency 
was already involved with helping immigrants from all 
over the world. When the surge of Jewish immigration 
from the Former Soviet Union subsided in the 1990’s, 
JFCS began to serve people from other countries, 
including Afghanistan, Bosnia, Cambodia, Iran, Iraq 
and Syria. Many of these refugees are Muslims. JFCS 
currently helps numerous families from Afghanistan, 
many of whom were subject to persecution after 
assisting Americans in the war against the Taliban. 
JFCS also has devoted itself to helping LGBT refugees 
fleeing particularly harsh oppression because of their 
sexual orientation or gender identities. 

     As a youth, Avi grew up mostly in Phoenix in a 
liberal Jewish family, largely out-of-kilter with the 

mostly right-wing community. His dad hailed from the 
Bronx, and was himself the son of immigrant parents 
who made their way to the United States from 
Lithuania. When Avi was 13, he moved with his family 
to Sacramento, and soon started spending time in the 
Bay Area. It was the late 1960s and “politics, drugs and 
rock and roll — it was all here.” 

     Avi became a political activist in high school, and 
chose to go to college at Brandeis, which was a hotbed 
of leftist politics. While he came out as a gay man in 
college, his activism was focused more on anti-war 
work and economic issues. After college, he worked 
for a period as a union steward. Avi joined other 
progressive Jews in the Boston Committee to 
Challenge Antisemitism and became, in the 1980s, 
involved in New Jewish Agenda, a national 
organization that he co-chaired, and that focused on a 
wide variety of issues, including Mid-East peace, 
feminism, disarmament, LGBT rights, oppression in 
Central America and the sanctuary movement. Avi 
also took up work battling AIDS, and co-edited Twice 
Blessed, a book about gay and lesbian Jews. 

     While Avi was aware of immigration issues, it 
wasn’t then a focus of his work and activism. That 
changed in 2005 when he started at JCFS and found it 
“powerful” to be working to help both Russian Jews 
and Afghan Muslims. “I’m really impressed by the 
resilience of most of the refugees whom we are 
helping.  They are individuals with their own quirks, 
strengths and shortcomings, and most have 
experienced significant trauma. It is a huge 
undertaking to leave your home – everyone and 
everything you know – and start your life over again in 
a new country..” 

     While, culturally, the Bay Area is “really welcoming, 
economically, this is a really hard area to come to,” Avi 
says. As a result, families crowd into small living 
quarters together, and people work two or three jobs 
to get by. 

     At seders, Avi has hosted refugees. “It’s powerful to 
be at a seder with somebody who has recently had to 
‘leave Egypt,’” he says. Avi also asks, “What is more 
Jewish than resettling refugees?” He answers himself 
in a word. “Nothing.”
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A Note on the Israel/Palestine Values Survey 
by Rabbi David J. Cooper 

 
     Last month we send out to every member 
household a survey to determine support for a 
statement of values on Israel/Palestine. One could 
indicate where one stood on a spectrum from very 
much disagreeing to strong agreement (scale of 1 to 
5). 
     As of this writing, 141 responses have been 
received. 
     99 responses are 5’s – strongly agree. (71.7%) 
     26 are 4’s – generally agree (18.8%) 
     7 are 3’s – more or less neutral (5.1%) 
     3 are 2’s – generally disagree (2.2%) 

     3 are 1’s – very much disagree (2.2%) 
     In a few days, I will be reading the many written 
comments on the proposed wording and I plan to 
print some of them in the November Kol Kehilla, with 
the permission of their authors to print with ascription 
or anonymously. 
     The decision to adopt the statement as is (or with 
grammatical changes) will be in the hands of the 
Kehilla Board. Currently the plan is that in October the 
results of the survey and representative comments 
and suggestions will be forwarded to the Board for 
their consideration and action. 

 
Chevra Kadisha Sh'mira Readings Project 

 
    Kehilla’s Chevra Kadisha is pleased to announce the 
completion of our “Sh’mira Readings Project.”  We 
now have two beautiful volumes that can be used by 
the shomrim (“watchers”) –those who sit with the 
body of a community member who has died until the 
time of burial. 
    Traditionally, shomrim read Psalms during the 
sh’mira  (“watching”).  In Kehilla we have provided 
other readings—poetry and prose from Jewish and 
non-Jewish sources as well as portions of our liturgy—
so that each shomer might deepen his or her own 
reflections on the meaning of life and death.   
     As we embarked on revising and expanding these 
additional readings, our discussions and study led us 
to taking a closer look at The Book of Psalms as well.  
We looked at many different translations and 

interpretations and selected the one for each Psalm 
that we thought invoked the values of Jewish Renewal 
movement.  
     A small group from Kehilla’s Chevra Kadisha 
traveled to Boston in June to present a workshop on 
these readings and to discuss Kehilla’s approach to 
sh’mira at the annual K’vod v Nichum (“honor and 
comfort”) conference.  More than thirty people 
attended our workshop and received our presentation 
with great enthusiasm.   
     We will formally present Kehilla’s Readings for 
Shmira and Psalms for Shmira at the Morning Service, 
Sept 17.  We invite the entire community to join in 
our simcha and to learn more about the practice of 
sh’mira.   

 

Finding Your Spiritual Direction 
 
     Spiritual direction is a process of inner listening that 
enables individuals to discern the movement of the 
Spirit in their lives, so they can come to understand 
both the spiritual dimension and the spiritual direction 
of their experience. In this sense, spiritual direction is 
a pathway to teshuvah, toward finding one’s way back 
to the Source that birthed and sustains each of us.  

     Spiritual directors have been trained to help those 
seeking the Spirit to find direction. They also help 
seekers find appropriate spiritual practices. 

     Rabbi Burt offers individual Kehilla congregants 
hour-long meetings in spiritual direction. Any Kehilla 
member is entitled to such a session once a year 
without cost. Burt usually meets with congregants at 
Kehilla on Tuesday afternoons and evenings, several 
times a month. He also sees people at his home in El 
Sobrante at other times during the week. If you are 
interested in meeting with Rabbi Burt, please contact 
him at Rabburt@earthlink.net, or by calling 
510.283.5704. 

 
 

mailto:Rabburt@earthlink.net,


 16 

 
Competing Death Penalty Initiatives on November Ballot 

by Beth Weinberger 
 

     This November we'll have a chance to vote again to 
repeal California's death penalty, replacing it with Life 
Without Possibility of Parole.  Unfortunately, a 
competing measure that would attempt to change the 
appeals process to expedite executions has caused 
confusion, especially as the latter measure's title is 
misleading.  So here's an explanation of each of the 
initiatives with recommendations in keeping with 
Kehilla policy. 

 
The Justice that Works Act of 2016—Proposition #62  

 This is essentially the same as Prop. 34 on the 
2012 ballot, which Kehilla supported.  It would replace 
the death penalty with life without the possibility of 
parole.  It would: 

 End state killing and eliminate the possibility 
of executing innocent people.  Since 1973, 
156 people, convicted of murder, have been 
exonerated, 3 of them in California. 

 Keep dangerous criminals from ever being 
released. 

 Save approximately $150 million a year that 
could be put to more productive use. 

 Increase to 60% the portion of wages earned 
by persons sentenced to life without parole 
that may go to victim restitution funds. 

Recommendation:  Support Prop. 62 
 
Death Penalty Reform & Savings Act of 2016—
Proposition #66 

  Prop. 66 attempts to “reform” a  failed death 
penalty system by changing the appeals process.  It 
would remove current safeguards, limit the ability to 
present new evidence of innocence and set unrealistic 
deadlines for trials and appeals.  The changed 

procedures and new deadlines would force hiring of 
hundreds of new, inexperienced attorneys at taxpayer 
expense. If it succeeded, it would: 

 Increase the chances of wrongful convictions 
and execution of innocent people 

 Interfere with our due process and appeals 
processes, which might be found 
unconstitutional after costly and lengthy 
lawsuits. 

 Authorize the state to house death row 
inmates in new prisons. 

 Model California's system after Texas' rapid 
execution mill. 

 Move appeals from the state Supreme Court 
to local county courts, prioritizing these cases 
and the shortened timelines.  It would 
overwhelm lower courts and severely limit 
their ability to hear other types of cases or 
conduct any other court business. 

Recommendation: Oppose Prop. 66 
 
        This fall you'll have a chance to hear more about, 
question and discuss these initiatives, as well 
as a number of others at a Kehilla Ballot Initiatives 
evening, October 17.  Mark your calendars and see 
Richard Speiglman's article, also in this issue, on some 
of the other initiatives, researched and recommended 
by Oakland Community Organizations (OCO.) 
     If you want more information now about the death 
penalty initiatives; if you want to help with the 
campaigns or donate to them, go to 
www.yeson62.com or contact me at 
bethw0104@mindspring.com.  

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Not Registered to Vote?  
 

Please contact karenrachels@gmail.com 
of Kehilla’s Economic Justice Committee 
She will help you get registered before 

the November election 

http://www.yeson62.com
mailto:bethw0104@mindspring.com.
mailto:karenrachels@gmail.com
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Community Discussion of Ballot Propositions and Local Measures 
by Richard Speiglman 

 
Monday, October 17, 7-9pm 

Kehilla Social Hall 
Sponsored by  

Kehilla Economic Justice Committee, Greening Committee and Anti-Death Penalty Action Group 

Bring yourself, your friends and your family, your questions and your answers 

     When I was a kid in Des Moines, reform Rabbi 
Edward Zerin (Temple B’nai Jeshurun) used to implore 
youth – perhaps it was at our B’nai Mitzvot – to be 
“informed, participating Jews.”  I may have taken this 
to be the 11th Commandment, and I think the 
instruction was responsible for my 50-something years 
of reading at least the local, state, and national news 
sections of the daily newspaper.  Sometime later, a 
sociology professor suggested that the important 
news appears in the business section.  We won’t get 
into the question of sports news. 

     I never fully understood the Jews part of the 
obligation.  But nevertheless I’m pretty sure the 
informed/participating charge includes voting and, to 
the extent possible, understanding the implications of 
your vote prior to casting it. 

     In their length, California ballots present a serious 
challenge.  We need each other’s help to become well-
informed prior to voting.  Instead of sitting home 
alone the night before the election frantically trying to 
decide how to vote on propositions and local 
measures, on the evening of October 17th please join 
other community members to discuss ballot 
measures. 

 Bring your sample ballot (and your mail-in or 
absentee ballot if you have one) 

 Join discussion of some of the most important 
state and local ballot measures (if only we had 
time to tend to all of them!) 

 Written materials on all the state propositions 
and some local measures will be available, 
including recommendations from Kehilla, 
Oakland Community Organizations (OCO), and 
other organizations 

 Kehilla members and others actively engaged 
in working on some of the measures will offer 
brief presentations 

 
See the next page for OCO's recommendations on 

several state, county, and City of Oakland issues.  
We’ll have expanded endorsement information by 
October 17th.   

 
Please forward information on other measures, or 

for other localities, to Richard or Beth: 

rspeiglman@sbcglobal.net  

bethw0104@mindspring.com   

Or bring the information with you on October 17th.   

If possible, RSVP to Beth or Richard (see their 
contact information above.) 

mailto:rspeiglman@sbcglobal.net
mailto:bethw0104@mindspring.com
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Oakland Community Organizations 

Recommendations on CA, Alameda County, and City of Oakland issues 

Number Title or focus Content OCO 
endorsement 

State Propositions 

55 Tax extension 
Extends the temporary personal income tax on 
incomes over $250,000 to fund education and 

health care (Prop 30 extension) 
Support 

56 Tobacco tax Increases the cigarette tax to $2 / pack Support 

 57 Public Safety & 
Rehabilitation Act 

Increases parole chances for felons convicted of 
non-violent crimes and provides more 

opportunities to earn credits for good behavior 
Support 

 62 Death penalty Repeals the death penalty in CA Support* 

64 Adult Use of Marijuana Act 
Legalizes adults’ growing, possessing, and using 

marijuana for nonmedical purposes, with certain 
restrictions; establishes regulatory system for 

legal market.  

Neutral 

Alameda County Measures 

A Affordable Housing bond 
(property tax) 

Funding for a variety of approaches to promote 
affordable housing  Support 

Oakland City and School District Measures  

JJ Protect Oakland Renters 
Act  

Strengthen tenants’ rights by requiring owners to 
petition through the Rent Board for rent increases 

above annual CPI, extending just cause eviction 
protections to buildings built through 1995, and 

increasing Rent Board transparency and 
accountability 

Support 

LL 
Form civilian oversight 
commission of police 

department 
Promotes civilian oversight of police department Support 

KK 
Infrastructure 

improvements bond 
(property tax) 

Funding for a variety of improvements to streets, 
sidewalks, public buildings, and some funds for 

affordable housing 
Neutral  

HH Tax distributors of sugar-
sweetened beverages 

Promotes public health by raising price of sugar-
sweetened beverages Support 

G1 Oakland Unified School 
District  bond (parcel tax) 

Funds educator salary increases and middle 
school improvements (as of last draft seen) No vote (yet) 

* Kehilla recommends a yes vote on Prop. 62 and a no vote on Prop 66 (which would speed-up 
executions).  See accompanying article, “Competing Death Penalty Initiatives on November Ballot" on 
p. 17. 
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Seeking Shelter in the Days of Awe:  
 Immigrants and Refugees, Longing and Home 
[continued from p. 1] 
 
You can read a more complete description of our 
theme below.  Throughout the High Holy Days season 
and beyond, we’ll be integrating the spiritual practices 
of this time with ways to learn about and respond to 
the crises of migration that are shaking our world.  
During High Holy Days services we’ll hear from some 
of the folks in our community about their experiences 
with immigrants and refugees.  We’ll also have 
resources available during services about how to 
connect with local groups and join in efforts to 
respond.   
    And in the months following the High Holy Days, 
we’ll host a series of four community workshops, 
featuring congregants working to support immigrants 
and refugees.  The workshop topics are: Considering 
Offering Housing to a Refugee; Being Part of an 
Accompaniment Team for an Immigrant Family or 
Unaccompanied Minor; Immigration Policy, Advocacy 
and Intersectionality with Economic and Racial Justice 
Issues; and Kehilla as Sanctuary/Refuge for 
Immigrants.  
    May our practice during this season help each of us 
grow toward greater wholeness, joy, compassion and 
justice. 
    Our Theme for 5777:  Immigrants and Refugees, 
Longing and Home  
    A river goes out from the first place that was home, 
to water the garden, and from there it divides and 
becomes four headwaters. (Bereshit 2:10) 
    In the beginning all was one, undifferentiated and 
whole.  To come into the joy of embodied life is also to 
come into separateness.  And to be separate is to long 
for reconnection, to yearn for wholeness and for 
home.  The Yamim Nora’im (High Holy Days) point us 

in the direction of home, and outfit us for the promise 
and uncertainty of the journey.  We soften our hearts 
and open lines of communication with people we’ve 
hurt and who have hurt us.  We practice 
accountability, forgiveness, compassion and 
generosity.  We touch those who are dear to us with 
an extra measure of tenderness and gratitude. 
    This year we set out on this path in a world of 
growing displacement and migration. People forced 
from their homes by war, violence, poverty, drought, 
gentrification, and a swiftly changing climate are 
fighting for survival and searching for a refuge where 
they and their families can be safe.  Some in Kehilla 
are personally impacted, and many in our community 
are stepping up to help--by working to end structural 
violence, by challenging the economics underlying 
displacement, by offering loving personal support to 
immigrants and refugees, by fighting for policies that 
welcome immigrants and refugees, and by joining the 
struggle against deportation, targeting and 
discrimination against people who are undocumented.  
    As a community this year we will enter the inner 
landscape of exile and return.  We’ll encounter the 
stranger who dwells within us, and the stranger who 
dwells among us.  Together we will turn toward this 
tidal wave of displacement, expanding our capacity to 
welcome and support the growing number of 
immigrants and refugees in our midst.  As Torah 
teaches (Lev. 19:33-34), When a stranger resides with 
you in your land, you shall not wrong them.  The 
stranger who resides with you shall be to you as one of 
your citizens; you shall love them as yourself, for you 
were strangers in the land of Mitzrayim. 
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Coming Soon: Pronoun Stickers for Your Nametag 
by Hazzan Shulamit Wise Fairman, Lynn Bravewomon and Rabbi Dev Noily 

  
   As Davey Shlasko writes in the 
Trans*Ally Workbook, 
    “Most of the time, most people 
are on autopilot about pronouns. 
They call all women she, her and 
hers, and all men he, him and his. 
But being on autopilot doesn’t 
always work. Sometimes—
especially, but not only, when 
talking about trans* people—it can 
lead you to call someone a pronoun 
that isn’t what they’re usually 
called or what they want to be 
called.”  
     We are continuing to make 
Kehilla a more welcoming and 
inclusive space for all of our 
members.  All of us appreciate it 
when other people see us as who 
we are.  For  trans* people 
pronouns can be a constant source 
of being seen and affirmed when preferred pronouns 
are used by others; conversely the absence of 
accurate pronouns denies a critical piece of 
recognition and affirmation of identity. 
     Kehilla’s intention to build gender pronoun 
language in our community culture is part of gender-

inclusion efforts that reverse the 
invisibility caused when the wrong 
pronouns are used. 
     As a community of spiritual practice, 
it feels especially important that Kehilla 
be a place where everyone can be seen 
and affirmed in all of who we are.  So 
soon you’ll see a set of pronoun 
stickers next to our nametags. 
 Everyone has the option to add a 
pronoun sticker to your nametag, to let 
others know which pronouns you use.  
By using a sticker, cisgender people can 
support others in our community for 
whom “pronoun autopilot” doesn’t 
work well. 
     Whatever our gender identity, all of 
us have some experiences of resonance 
with the gender we were raised in, and 
some experiences of dissonance with 
the gender we were raised in.  We can 

all lean into those experiences to cultivate our 
compassion for ourselves and each other as we 
navigate this complex and shifting terrain of gender 
identity. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
    

    

A vocabulary moment: 

trans* refers to people whose 
gender identity is different from 

the gender identity they were 
assigned at birth, including 

people who are transgender, 
genderqueer, gender-

nonconforming, gender non-
binary, gender fluid, gender 

fabulous people. 

Cisgender refers to people 
whose gender identity is, for the 

most part, aligned with the 
gender they were assigned at 
birth and in which they were 

socialized. 

Kehilla Sings! 

 
         Interested in being part of a Kehilla Choir this Fall 
and Winter? We may offer this opportunity through 
our Adult Ed program with Bon Singer, a veteran 
cantor and synagogue choir director who has also 
directed Ya'Elah and Kitka.  
     PLEASE click on the following link and fill out a short 
questionnaire by Aug 28 to help us discern whether 
and how to move forward, and pass it on to your 
friends! 

 https://goo.gl/forms/Vd6jFONpn4IphBrK2 

https://goo.gl/forms/Vd6jFONpn4IphBrK2
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The Annual Kehilla Membership Retreat:  
Toward Further Improvements in Accessibility  

by Marilyn Golden & Don Stone 

In our debrief after another successful annual retreat, Kehilla’s Retreat Committee discussed how to achieve further 
improvements in the accessibility of the retreat to all members. Below is a report.  It addresses all dimensions of 
accessibility including affordability, access to the location, planning issues, and mobility access.  
 

Addressing Accessibility  at the Annual Kehilla Summer Retreat

     In the Retreat Committee’s debriefing of this year’s 
retreat, one focus of discussion has been about the 
accessibility challenges of Bort Meadow. There are 
various kinds of accessibility needs, including   
affordability, location, registration constraints, and 
physical mobility, all which contribute to the retreat 
location and experience being attractive and 
welcoming. 
     Affordability. We’ve had many comments that our 
past weekend retreats at retreat centers were out of 
the price range of many individuals and especially 
families—even with elective camping such as at Walker 
Creek Ranch.  
    Location issues: We have had requests for a location 
that is easy to get to on a Friday afternoon for people 
who want to camp the first night—and also for people 
who want make a round trip on Saturday. At Bort 
Meadow and at Walker Ranch, there is lack of cell 
phone reception. This can limit some members’ 
capacity to take part. Sometimes at Bort, there have 
been difficulties getting in and out of the locked gate 
when no one was on duty Friday.  
     Planning flexibility.  We need a site that is big 
enough that it does not require us to commit to a 
certain attendance well in advance. It helps to have 
flexibility that allows for final week commitment to 
attending, or even the day-of. Camping or easy 
commuting helps last minute planning and increases 
the numbers attending—about 25-30% of participants 
sign up or show up the last week. 
     Physical mobility. Challenges come with bumpiness 
or steepness of the terrain, any steps (none at Bort 
Meadow), accessibility to bathrooms (new Bort 
Meadow bathrooms are wheelchair accessible, though 
far from activities), parking availability, drop-off option 
for those needing it, and distance between the 
different stations—food, service, bathrooms, drop-off 
spot. We have had requests from people with mobility 
needs to have more accommodations so that they can 
attend either Bort Meadow, or another site.  
     Given these parameters, we are proceeding in the 
following manner: 

      *Reserve Bort Meadow for a weekend in July 2017 
(already have requested 7/14-16/2017, will hear back 
in late October if we got it). 
     *Tell anyone interested that we welcome their 
research on an alternative site that takes into account 
the factors mentioned above (our deposit for Bort 
Meadow, assuming we get our request, will be small 
enough to forfeit if we find a better site). 
     *Be proactive in responding to accessibility needs. 
Build into the reservation process a way to 
communicate specific needs and figure out best 
practices to meet them. For instance, the registration 
form/website will have a contact person for 
accessibility needs when we start to advertise next 
year’s retreat—Marilyn Golden may be filling this 
function. So coming up with solutions to specific needs 
can be creatively addressed well in advance. 
     Several congregants have already volunteered to 
assist with accessibility issues, including suggesting 
other sites/centers and being available to accompany 
individuals needing assistance to navigate at Bort 
Meadow, which is largely relatively flat, though the 
ground has a bumpy, uneven surface. 
     *Research alternative means of conveyance to 
transport individuals from point to point at the Bort 
Meadow site, possibly in ways that make use of the 
assistance from a volunteer. This research has already 
begun, with an initial finding that vehicles like golf carts 
are probably too expensive to own, rent, or transport 
from rental locations. Kehilla may have access to one 
or more ordinary wheelchairs that can be used. Or, all 
terrain wheelchairs may be one possibility. There may 
be other ways to deal with the bumpy terrain between 
the car turn-around and the dining tables that are not 
dependent upon volunteer assistance, and allow for 
more independent movement. 
     *Other concerns, suggestions, or ideas, regarding 
Kehilla Retreat accessibility issues or how to address 
them? Want to volunteer your assistance? 
     Contact either Marilyn Golden 
at mgolden@dredf.org, or Don Stone 
at donstone1@aol.com or 510-703-0073. 

mailto:mgolden@dredf.org,
mailto:donstone1@aol.com
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On the Origins of Kehilla: 
Social Justice 

                                                     by Rabbi Burt Jacobson 
Note: This is the fifth of a series of 
personal essays on the beginnings of 
Kehilla. Each article shares the 
origins of one or more of the ideals 
and/or values that motivated me to 
start Kehilla. The essays are adapted 

from the manuscript of the book I am in the process of 
completing, tentatively titled There is Only One Love: 
The Ba’al Shem Tov in the Modern World. 
     My passion for social justice came from my mother, 
Gert Jacobson. As the chairwoman of the Anti-
Defamation League in Cleveland during World War II, 
she tried to awaken the Jewish community to the Nazi 
atrocities in Europe. When our family moved to Texas 
in 1947, Gert became the chairwoman of the Anti-
Defamation League in San Antonio. In that capacity she 
worked with teachers in the public schools, instructing 
them on how to promote racial, ethnic and religious 
tolerance in their classrooms.  
     My mother’s commitment to social justice stemmed 
from her father, Ruby Goldberg. My grandfather, who 
was born in Romania, was a women’s tailor. A secular 
Yiddish-speaking Jew, he was strongly drawn to 
socialism. He became a negotiator for the International 
Ladies’ Garment Workers Union in New York. My 
mother remembered him coming home from the 
negotiations, infuriated by the tightfisted attitudes of 
the factory owners. He would go to the kitchen, pick up 
a carving knife and bang it repeatedly on the counter. 
“Those G… d…. bosses, those G… d…. bosses, they 
won’t give us a nickel! They won’t give us a nickel! 
      I did not hear that story until I was an adult, but I 
learned about the biblical prophets as a young student 
in the religious school of Temple Beth El in San 
Antonio. I came to admire the commitment of the 
Reform movement to social justice. 
       Yet, I did not study the words of the biblical 
prophets until I entered rabbinical school. In 1961, as a 
second-year student at the Jewish Theological 
Seminary, I took a seminar with Abraham Joshua 
Heschel on the prophets. By this time, Heschel was well 
on his way to becoming the most well-known Jewish 
religious thinker in the United States.  
       Heschel had completed his dissertation on the 
prophets in the late 1930s in Germany, just as the Nazi 
regime had come into power. In the late 1950s he 
decided to rewrite the book in English. The members of 

our seminar were privileged to read the galley proofs 
of The Prophets with him.  
    In the book’s introduction, Heschel wrote: 
     The things that horrified the prophets are even now 
daily occurrences all over the world. There is no society 
to which Amos’ words would not apply. 

Listen to this, you merchants who crush the 
poor,and trample on the needy! You who are 
thinking,“When will this New Moon festival  
finally be over so that we can sell our grain, and 
this Sabbath day, so we can market our wheat? 
Then we will tamper with the scales, making the 
bushel-measure smaller and the shekel-weight 
bigger. And then we can make slaves of the 
poor, buying them for their debt of a piece of 
silver or a pair of sandals, and we will even get 
paid for moldy wheat.”YHWH, the Pride of Israel, 
has sworn: ‘’I will never forget what you have 
done!’  Amos 8:4-7 

      Indeed, [Heschel continued] the sort of crimes and 
even the amount delinquency that fill the prophets of 
Israel with dismay do not go beyond that which we 
regard as normal, as typical ingredients of social 
dynamics. To us, a single act of injustice—cheating in 
business, exploitation of the poor—is slight; to the 
prophets, a disaster. To us injustice is injurious to the 
welfare of the people; to the prophets, it is a 
deathblow to existence; to us, an episode; to them, a 
catastrophe, a threat to the world.  
     Heschel’s prose was incandescent. I found his ability 
to enter the consciousness of the prophets utterly 
remarkable. As a result, the voices of the prophets 
have both stirred and haunted me throughout my life. 
     In the following years I found myself especially 
drawn to Amos, the first of the literary prophets, who 
focused almost exclusively on the necessity for social 
justice. Amos seemed totally relevant to the political 
climate of the late 1960s. Indeed, the Reverend Martin 
Luther King, Jr., who became Heschel’s friend and 
colleague, often cited Amos’ words. The day before he 
was assassinated in 1968, King delivered a speech in 
support of the striking sanitation workers in Memphis, 
in which he said:    

"Somehow the preacher must have a kind of fire 
shut up in his bones. And whenever injustice is 
around he must tell it. Somehow the preacher must  
[continued on next page] 
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On the Origins of Kehilla (continued) 
 
be an Amos, who said, “When God speaks, who can 
but prophesy?” Again with Amos, “Let justice roll 
down like waters and righteousness like a mighty 
stream.”  

       In the late 1960s I taught classes about Amos and 
his message to both high school students and adults. I 
emphasized the prophet’s fiery denunciations of 
corruption, wealth, luxury, perversion of justice and 
superficial religion.  

       As I thought about starting a synagogue in the early 
1980s, the fierce voice of Amos called out to me. I felt 
that this radical prophet of justice simply had to be 
given a platform in a city like Berkeley, which had been 
strongly identified with rapid social change, civic 
unrest, and political upheaval in the 1960s and ‘70s. 
The political Left was still robust and there were 
moral/political issues— the Israel-Palestine conflict, 
nuclear weapons, central American refugees—that 
cried out to be dealt with from a prophetic religious 
perspective. 

 
Thank you for Your Generosity 

 

Bar/Bat Mitvah Program 
Susan Coto McKenna and Rafael Coto 

General Fund 
Jane Weisbin and Charles Reilly 

Nueva Esperanza Accompaniment Teams (NEAT) 
Hope Friedman 
Irene McPhail 

Carolyn Schour 
Herbert Salomon and Marcia Liberson 

Simone Masson 
Lisa Rothman 
Ralph Silber 

Sandy Vaughn 
And members of Kehilla's three Accompaniment Teams 

Rabbi's Discretionary Fund 
David Levine and Laurel Zien

All Congregants Deserve A Safe Home 

If you or anyone in your home is experiencing: 
     >Child abuse  
     >Elder abuse  
     >Dependent adult abuse  
     >Teen dating violence 
     >Intimate partner violence (domestic violence) 
    The Kehilla Committee Against Abuse (CAA), working along side the Spiritual Life Practices Committee (SLPC), is 
here to help you become or remain safe.   If you are experiencing any kind of abuse, please call: Steven Falk, long-
time Kehilla member, at (510) 708-0517; Julie Patrusky, experienced domestic violence counselor and long-time 
Kehilla member, at (510) 528-0299; or Rabbi David at (510) 547-2424 x103.   Call the Shalom Bayit (Peace in the 
Home) helpline for counseling and advocacy for teen dating violence and domestic violence issues at: (866) SHALOM-
7 (742-5667) toll-free within the Bay Area or (510) 451-7233 (SAFE) outside the Bay Area.
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September 2016 
Fri., Sept. 2, NO Kabbalat Shabbat service tonight. 
Please join us on Friday night, Sept 16.  

Sat., Sept 3, 10:30am, Elul Shabbat Service on the 
Marina – Rosh Chodesh. Yes, it is one month to go to 
Rosh Hashanah and at this special outdoor service on 
the Marina we will celebrate the New Moon of Elul 
which includes Hallel, the musical holiday celebration 
prayers, led by Beth Dickinson. Discussion led by Rabbi 
David on our High Holy Day theme on our how our 
work on immigration and refugees connects to our 
Jewish path. Check the website for location. Bring a 
chair with you and prepare to dress warmly. Kiddush to 
follow.  Please bring vegetarian finger foods to share, if 
you are able.  

Tues., Sept. 6, 7:30pm. Middle East Peace Committee 
Meeting. Back classroom. 

Wed., Sept. 7, 7:50am Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room. (Enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview.)  Doors open at 7:50 a.m., 
short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30, 
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. 

Wed., Sept. 7, 6:30pm  Spiritual Life Practices 
Committee Meeting.  Fireside Room. 

Thurs., Sept. 8, 4-6pm. Kehilla School. Please enter 
through the kitchen door. 

Thurs., Sept. 8, 6:30pm. "700 Benches: 
Experiencing Biblical Hebrew." Taught by Jenna Kemp 
First class of the series.. (See details on p. 10)  

Fri., Sept. 9, 6:30pm, Friday Night Peace Walk with 
Rabbi David and OCO. This is an easy opportunity to 
really be part of the movement for peace in our own 
community led by Oakland Community Organizations’ 
Ceasefire campaign. Rabbi David has affirmed to OCO 
that we will try to have at least ten Kehilla folk join him 
at these walks for community peace.. The campaign is 
many-sided, including the training and mobilization of 
neighborhood peace interveners, the retraining of 
police, and a weekly peace walk with local 
congregations to support a “culture of peace and 
healing” in neighborhoods at risk. Rabbi David reports 
that he has done this about 10 times and it is an 

especially nice way to meet people from across the 
spectrum of Oakland communities.Meet inside First 
Mt. Sinai Church, 1970 86th Ave. For info, call 510-606-
5064.    

Sat., Sept. 10, 10am. Chai Elul Shabbat and New 
Member Welcome. Join our “Bima Team” for a 
spirited, musical service as we immerse in the month of 
Elul and prepare for the High Holy Days. Our newest 
members will receive a special honor during the Torah 
service, and we’ll kick off the morning with Ketzev 
Kehilla, our prayerful percussion orchestra. Come one, 
come all! Children most welcome! Vegetarian potluck 
luncheon to follow. Please bring a vegetarian dish to 
share.  Kiddush also sponsored by Ruth Goldstone & 
James Eder in honor of Ruth's mother Merle S. 
Goldstone's yartzheit. 

Mon., Sept. 12, 7pm. Book Discussion Group. We will 
discuss The Fixer by Bernard Malamud. Fireside Room. 
(See p. 8 for details.) 

Mon., Sept. 12, 7:30pm. Conversion Group. Buber 
Room. (See p. 10 for details.) 

Tues., Sept. 13, 7pm. Generosity Committee meeting. 
Fireside Room. 

Wed., Sept. 14, 7:50am Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room. (Enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview.)  Doors open at 7:50 a.m., 
short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30, 
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. 

Thurs., Sept. 15, 4-6pm. Kehilla School. Please enter 
through the kitchen door. 

Thurs., Sept. 15, 6:30pm. "700 Benches: 
Experiencing Biblical Hebrew." Taught by Jenna Kemp. 
(See details on p. 10.)  

Fri., Sept. 16, 5:30-7:30pm Solar Lights for Gaza 
Fundraiser and Pre-Shabbat Potluck: This is a special 
pre-Shabbat Service gathering and potluck meal 
organized by Kehilla’s Greening Committee and Middle 
East Peace Committee. The purpose is to raise 
tzedakah for Rebuilding Alliance’s project to provide 
solar lights for the residents of Gaza where electricity is 

Kehilla Community Synagogue 
1300 Grand Avenue (at Fairview) 

Piedmont, CA  94610 
(510) 547-2424 

Please come fragrance-free to all Kehilla events, 
for the health of people with respiratory conditions 

and chemical sensitivities. 
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often available for only four or five hours in a day. This 
is especially needed by children who would otherwise 
study at night by hazardous candle or kerosene light. 
(See article p. 8 .) Guest speaker: Donna Baranski-
Walker, founder of Rebuilding Alliance. We will have a 
Potluck Dinner in the Social Hall starting at 5:30.  Please 
bring a vegetarian or fish dish to share.  

Fri., Sept. 16, 7:30pm, Kabbalat Shabbat with Hazzan 
Shulamit, Julie Nesnansky, and Beth Dickinson. Join us 
for a soulful and spirited musical evening to welcome in 
the joy and peace of Shabbat.  Kiddush to follow. 
Please bring veggie finger foods to share! 

Sat., Sept. 17, 10:30am, Elul Shabbat Service with our 
Chevra Kadisha, at Kehilla led by Rabbi David, Hazzan 
Shulamit, and Julie Nesnansky. Celebrating the 
completion of our “Sh’mira Readings Project.” Sh’mira 
is the ritual of staying with the body of the deceased in 
the period preceding the funeral during which the 
shomer (“guardian”) traditionally reads from the book 
of psalms. For our members when they do Sh’mira, 
Kehilla’s Chevra Kadisha has assembled readings from 
innovative and interpretive translations of the psalms 
some of which we will read at this service. We will have 
a short Torah reading that morning with one aliyah. 
Deuteronomy 22:6-12. If you want to chant this, email 
Rabbi David.  In the Fireside Room. Kiddush sponsored 
by the Chevra Kadisha. 

Sat., Sept. 17, 3:30-6:30pm. Kehilla High Holy Days Art 
Reception. Fireside Room and throughout the building. 
(See announcement, p.4 for details.) 

Sun., Sept. 18, 3:30-7pm. A Community Forum on the 
Movement for Black Lives Platform Study & 
Conversation. With Kehilla leaders, staff, and 
members.  (See article, p. 9 for details.) Buber Room. 

Sun., Sept. 18, 1- 3 pm, “We Are the Bridge” Exhibit 
Reception at Osher Marin JCC in San Rafael. Sponsored 
by the Faith Trio (Kehilla, Islamic Cultural Center, 
Montclair Presbyterian). Includes at least two artists 
who are Kehilla members, Lea Delson and Susan 
Freundlich. 200 North San Pedro Rd. San Rafael 94903. 

Sun., Sept. 18, 2pm.  Yoga for Renewal. Rooted in 
Jewish Mystical Teachings. With Julie Emden of Jewish 
LearningWorks.  Co-sponsored by Kehilla.  4th Street 
Yoga, 1809C 4th Street, Berkeley, CA 94710. $25 Public 
/$20 members of co-sponsoring organizations. 
Register: tinyurl.com/yoga918.  

Sun., Sept. 18, 4pm. "Drumming As Prayer" class with 
Debbie Fier. Fireside Room. (See p. _ for details.) 

Wed., Sept. 21, 7:50am Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room (Enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview)  Doors open at 7:50 a.m., 

short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30, 
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. 

Wed., Sept. 21, 7pm. "Drumming As Prayer" class with 
Debbie Fier. Fireside Room. (See p. 11 for details.) 

Thurs., Sept. 22, 4-6pm. Kehilla School. Please enter 
through the kitchen door. 

Thurs., Sept. 22, 6:30pm. "700 Benches: 
Experiencing Biblical Hebrew." Taught by Jenna Kemp. 
Back classroom, main floor. (See details on p. 10.)  

Fri., Sept. 23,  6:-9:00 Bar/Bat Mitzvah Shabbat 
Celebration: This evening is for all Bar Bat Mitzvah 
family members and is a required part of the BBM 
Program. Come to the synagogue to welcome in the 
new school year and the New Year with a festive 
Shabbat evening. We will begin with a short table 
service followed by a vegetarian potluck.   Fireside 
Room & Sanctuary. 

Fri., Sept. 23,  6:30pm Tot Shabbat.  For babies and 
children up to 5 years old (or older if they enjoy it) and 
their grown-ups. Led by Jen Miriam Kantor, Alon 
Altman and Jen’s puppet friends. Please bring a 
vegetarian potluck dish.  Social Hall. Childcare will be 
provided upon request. 

Sat., Sept. 24, No Shabbat Morning service – Join us 
tonight for Pre-Holy Days Ingathering. 

Sat., Sept. 24. The Bird of Many Colors: A Pre-Holy 
Days Ingathering: 7:15pm schmooze with 
refreshments in the Social Hall, program begins at 8pm.  
Gather with us one week before Rosh Hashanah, as we 
turn together toward the Days of Awe. This year, rather 
than observing Selichot with a service, all are welcome 
to an evening of community, music, stories, meditation 
and reflection.  Join us in the social hall for a little nosh 
and socializing, followed by a program led by the 
Kehilla spiritual leadership and musical prayer leaders, 
as we focus our awareness and maybe set some 
intention for our experience of the holy days.   If you 
are new to Kehilla, or to Kehilla’s observance of the 
High Holydays, this evening is a lovely way to begin the 
experience.  If you’re accustomed to the Selichot 
services of the last few years, you’ll find a similar 
opportunity in this program for settling into intention 
and reflection. 

Sun., Sept. 25, 8:15am-4pm, ROPES course for Bar/Bat 
Mitzvah Students. Students will carpool together to 
the spectacular Fort Miley for a day of fun, adventure 
and an exploration of team building activities. BBM 
families will receive more information about this in the 
mail. 

 



 26 

Sun., Sept. 25, 1:15-3:30 pm. Interfaith Environmental 
Activity with the Faith Trio (Kehilla, Islamic Cultural 
Center, Montclair Presbyterian). This interfaith activity 
involves removing non-native plants in Joaquin Miller 
Park. Four more volunteers from Kehilla are still 
needed. To volunteer, call Lea Delson 510-528-6725. 

Sun., Sept. 25, 9am. Joyfully Jewish for 
Kindergarteners. Back classroom, main floor. 

Sun., Sept. 25, 5pm. "Mrs. Reiff and the Counterfeit 
Shop," a staged play reading by Stephanie Anne 
Johnson. Sponsored by Kehilla. A touching portrait of 
the friendship between a Black teenager and a 
Holocaust survivor in the 1960s.(See details, p. 6.) 

Tues., Sept. 27, 6:45pm. (Dinner at 6:15)  Board of 
Trustees Meeting. All are welcome. Fireside  Room. 

Wed., Sept. 28, 7:50am Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room. (Enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview.)  Doors open at 7:50 a.m., 
short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30, 
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. 

Thurs., Sept. 29, 4-6pm. Kehilla School. Please enter 
through the kitchen door. 

Thurs., Sept. 29, 6:30pm. "700 Benches: 
Experiencing Biblical Hebrew." Taught by Jenna Kemp. 
Back classroom, main floor. (See details on p. 10.)  

Fri., Sept. 30.  No Services. 
 

October 2016 
Sat., Oct. 1, 10:30am, Elul Shabbat Service at Kehilla 
with Sharon Grodin and Julie Nesnanksy, a smaller 
service in the Fireside Room, with music and reflection.   
  
Sun., Oct. 2, 6:30pm, Erev Rosh Hashanah services at 
Scottish Rite Center, 1547 Lakeside Drive, Oakland.  For 
both adults and children, start at 6:30pm. Sermon by 
Rabbi Dev.  
 
Mon., Oct. 3. Rosh Hashanah services. SERVICES WILL 
END before 12:45! at Scottish Rite Center, 1547 
Lakeside Drive, Oakland. Our leaders are determined to 
conclude the service  in time for tashlich and lunch at a 
reasonable hour. 
8:30 – 9:15am. Silent Meditation Space - 3rd Floor 
9:30am – 12:40pm. Main Rosh Hashanah Morning 
Service, beginning with Ketzev Kehilla with Kehilla’s 
Spiritual Leaders, Hazzan Shulamit and our Musical 
Prayer Leaders 
10:00 – 11:15am. Family and Youth Service with Rabbi 
Dev Noily, Sandra Razieli, Natalie Boskin, and Musical 

Prayer Leader Beth Dickinson and surprise guests! 
Children, teens and adults welcome. 

10:15 - 11:15am. Rosh Hashanah Toddler Services with 
Jen Miriam and Alon Altman. Geared towards babies, 
tots, and kids up to 5 years olds and their grown ups or 
families. 
12:45-12:55pm, Tashlich at Lake Merritt (across the 
street from services) with Rabbi David. 

 Tues., Oct. 4, 9:30am-12:30pm, Second Day Rosh 
Hashanah Services at Kehilla, 1300 Grand Avenue, 
Piedmont, with Rabbi Chaya Gusfield and Eve Decker. 
Kehilla Sanctuary. Receive the replenishment of 
contemplative song, story, and silence. Rabbi Chaya 
Gusfield and Buddhist teacher and musician Eve Decker 
use the beautiful complement of Jewish and Buddhist 
teachings, music, and spiritual practices to delve deeply 
into the essence of this holy day. A more intimate 
service for the second day. 

Wed., Oct. 5, 7:50am Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room. (Enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview.)  Doors open at 7:50 a.m., 
short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30, 
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. 

Wed., Oct. 5, 6:30pm. Spiritual Life Practices 
Committee meeting. Fireside Room. 

Wed., Oct. 5, 7:30pm. Middle East Peace Committee 
Meeting. Fireside Room. 

Thurs., Oct. 6. No Kehilla School. 

Fri., Oct. 7, 7:30pm. NO Kabbalat Shabbat services. 
Please join us for Shabbat Shuva on Saturday morning, 
Oct 8. Our next Kabbalat Shabbat service with Hazzan 
Shulamit will be on November 4.   

Sat., Oct. 8, 10:30am. Shabbat Shuva Service at 
Kehilla.  Join Howard Hamburger and Julie Nesnansky 
for the special Shabbat service situated within the Ten 
Days of Awe. We take the themes of the High Holydays 
and we explore them in the context of Shabbat in a 
smaller service context. Kiddush sponsored by Beth 
Weinberger in memory of her mother, Frieda 
Weinberger, and by Amy Bat Tzipora in memory of her 
beloved Bubbies, Zaydies, mother and father. 

Mon., Oct. 10, 7pm.  Book Discussion Group.  We will 
discuss Mystics of Mile End by Sigal Samuel. Fireside 
Room. 

Tues., Oct. 11, 6:30pm. Kol Nidre Service (for grown 
ups) at Scottish Rite Center, 1547 Lakeside Drive, 
Oakland. Judaism’s most cherished prayer sung once a 
year, Kol Nidre, kicks off a day of collective 
introspection. Sermon by Rabbi David. 
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 Tues., Oct. 11, 6:30pm. Family Kol Nidre Service (for 
children and family) at Kehilla, 1300 Grand Avenue, 
Piedmont Led by Rabbi Dev Noily & Lior Ben-Hur.  
Geared toward children ages 6-12.  Children of all ages 
and adults welcome. 

Tues., Oct. 11, 6:30pm, Toddler Kol Nidre Service (for 
babies and tots) at Kehilla, 1300 Grand Avenue, 
Piedmont Led by Jen Miriam and Alon Altman.  A 
musical, spiritual journey geared toward kids up to 5 
years old and their grown ups.  

Wed., Oct. 12. Yom Kippur Morning Services 
at Scottish Rite Center, 1547 Lakeside Drive, Oakland 
8:30am- 9:15am, Silent Meditation Space 
9:30am,  Main Yom Kippur Morning Service 
10:00am- 11:00am, Youth Services  (6th - 8th grades) 

 Wed., Oct. 12. Yom Kippur Afternoon/Evening 
Services & Activities at Kehilla, 1300 Grand Avenue, 
Piedmont 
2:00- 4:30pm Drop off potluck offerings at Kehilla (or 
bring them at 7:45pm) 
2:30-3:30 pm Workshops 
4:30 pm Yizkor (Remembrance of those who died) 
5:15 pm Rabbi Burt sermon, Healing Service & 
Dukhanen (Priestly blessings) 
6:30 pm Ne’ila (Closing the Gates) 
8:00pm-9:30pm Community Pot Luck Break-Fast at 
Kehilla. Please bring a vegetarian main dish to share. 
Food can be dropped off at Kehilla between 2:00 & 
4:30 p.m., or at 7:45 p.m. 

Thurs., Oct. 13. No Kehilla School. 

Fri., Oct. 14, 6:30pm, Friday Night Peace Walk with 
OCO. Usually Rabbi David is on these walks but may be 
out of town this weekend. But Kehilla people have 
been coming, so it would be great to continue to have 
our shul’s participation in David’s absence. This is an 
easy opportunity to really be part of the movement for 
peace in our own community led by Oakland 
Community Organizations’ Ceasefire campaign. The 
campaign is many-sided including the training and 
mobilization of neighborhood peace interveners, the 
retraining of police, and a weekly peace walk with local 
congregations to support a “culture of peace and 
healing” in neighborhoods at risk. The neighbors there 
support these walks and it has always been peaceful 
and friendly. It’s a nice way to meet people from across 
the spectrum of Oakland communities who support 
Ceasefire efforts. Meet inside First Mt. Sinai Church, 
1970 86th Ave. For info, call 510-606-5064.   

Sat. Oct. 15, 10:30am. Shabbat Service with Sharon 
Grodin and Beth Dickinson. As we read the poem that 
comprises parashat Haazinu (Deuteronomy 32), we can 

see the influence of the theology of the prophets on 
this chapter. Of course, the prophets were centuries 
after Moses, so this is a much later insert into the 
Torah with a very different way of seeing God. What 
was this theology and how does it connect to later 
Jewish spirituality and to our social activism today? We 
will especially look at Deuteronomy 32:37-40. Kiddush 
to follow. Bring a veggy potluck dish to share. Fireside 
Room. 

Sun., Oct. 16, 11am-1pm. Kehilla Neighborhood 
Brunches. 

Sun., Oct. 16, 5:30pm. Chai Mitzvah Group. Back 
classroom, main floor.   (See details, p. 11.)  

Mon., Oct. 17, 7-9pm. Community Discussion of Ballot 
Propositions and Local Measures.  Sponsored by the 
Economic Justice Committee, the Greening Committee 
and Anti-Death Penalty Action Group. Social Hall. (See 
article, p. 17.) 

Mon., Oct. 17, 6:30pm. "Elements of Magical Judaism" 
class. Taught by Jude Elfe & Jonathan Furst. Sanctuary.  
(See p. 12 for details.) 

Wed., Oct. 19, 7:50am Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room. (Enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview.)  Doors open at 7:50 a.m., 
short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30, 
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. 

Wed., Oct. 19, 7pm. Economic Justice Committee 
Meeting. Social Hall. 

Thurs., Oct. 20, 4-6pm. Kehilla School. Please enter 
through the kitchen door. 

Fri., Oct. 21, 6:30pm, Sukkot Shabbat Friday Evening 
Potluck in the Sukkah. Bring the whole family and join 
us for a Sukkot dinner in the Sukkah (and/or Social 
Hall). This is not a ritual-heavy event – our major 
purpose is to celebrate and be happy, which is the very 
purpose the Torah describes for the holiday. We’ll do a 
few blessings, then a potluck dinner, conversation, 
perhaps a chance for kids to make sukkah decorations, 
and then, as you choose to, do the ritual of blessing the 
lulav palm frond and shaking in blessing to all the 
world’s directions with Rabbi David. At Kehilla 
Remember: Bring a veggy potluck dish to share and be 
joyous. 

Sat., Oct. 22, 10:30am. Sukkot Shabbat with Special 
Procession.  Appropriate for everyone in the family. 
Join Rabbi David & Julie Nesnansky as we celebrate 
Sukkot with a joyous musical service and processions 
(“hakafot”) with lulav followed by Kiddush in the 
sukkah. Bring veggie finger food to share. 
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Mon. Oct. 24. Simchat Torah Celebration at Chochmat 
HaLev  2215 Prince St., Berkeley at Fulton. 
Join with all the Bay Area Renewal communities for a 
night of sacred and ecstastic dancing to live music and 
special Torah chanting to celebrate the conclusion of 
our High Holy Day journey.    
6:00pm  Special Kids Celebration with Jen Miriam and 
Alon Altman, dance and sing around the Torah with  
puppets, music and friends 
6:30pm Vegetarian potluck dinner 
7:00 pm Maariv, Dancing and Torah service with the 
Shirat HaLev Musicians 
9:30 pm- Kiddush and refreshments 
Donation:  Members of participating organizations: 
$15-10   General Public $20-15   Children: $5 

Tues., Oct. 25, 6:45pm. (Dinner at 6:15)  Board of 
Trustees Meeting. All are welcome. Fireside  Room. 

Wed., Oct. 26, 7:50am Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room. (Enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview.)  Doors open at 7:50 a.m., 
short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30, 
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. 

Wed., Oct. 26, 7pm. A Class in the Poetic Word. Taught 
by Lenore Weiss. Fireside Room. (See p. 12 for details.) 

Thurs., Oct. 27, 4-6pm.  Kehilla School. Please enter 
through the kitchen door. 

Thurs., Oct. 27, 6:30pm. "700 Benches: 
Experiencing Biblical Hebrew." Taught by Jenna Kemp. 
(See details on p. 10)  

Fri., Oct. 28, 6:30pm, Tot Shabbat. For children up to 5 
years old (or older if they enjoy it) and their grown-ups. 
Led by Jen Miriam Kantor, Alon Altman and Jen’s 
puppet friends. Please bring a vegetarian potluck dish. 
In the Social Hall. 

Sat., Oct 29, 10:30am.  Shabbat Service and Torah 
Study with Rabbi David and Beth Dickinson. Here we go 
again! We are starting the Torah anew from the first 
parasha of the Torah. We will be looking at the mythic 
Garden of Eden story and how it has been 
reinterpreted in traditional and modern midrash (such 
as by Lilith Magazine and John Steinbeck). During the 
service, rather than chanting the Torah we will study 

and discuss Chapter 3 of Genesis. Followed by Kiddush. 
Bring veggie finger food to share. 

Sat., Oct.29, 9am. 30th annual Harmony Walk/Run to 
End Homelessness in Richmond, hosted by the Greater 
Richmond Interfaith Program (GRIP). Check-in 9:30am. 
Walk begins 10:30am.The web address with a link to 
our team page & further details will be provided in the 
Kehilla weekly e-mails. You can walk or run for as 
much, or as little, a distance as you want.  And, there 
will be a festival in the park after the walk. (See 
announcement, p. 14.) 

Sun., Oct. 30, 2:30-5:00, (1) Nuts and Bolts Workshop 
for Parents & (2) Interactive Discussion with Shalom 
Bayit for Bar/Bat Mitzvah Students 
(1) is required for parents, (2) is highly recommended 
for Students 
   Parents who have previously gone through the 
program will be coming to and share their nuts and 
bolts experiences about planning for the whole year, 
including sharing details about how to keep things 
organized, as well as kiddush and party planning. 
Simultaneously, Zephira Derblich-Milea from Shalom 
Bayit will be presenting her award-winning workshop, 
“Love Shouldn’t Hurt.” www.shalom-bayit.org/teen 
In this workshop, students will have the opportunity to 
learn and discuss about how to build and maintain 
healthy relationships.    
For questions or to request childcare for BBM related 
activities, contact sandra@kehillasynagogue.org.  

Mon., Oct. 31, 6:30-9:30pm. "Elements of Magical 
Judaism" class. Taught by Jude Elfe & Jonathan Furst. 
Sanctuary.  (See p. 12 for details.) 

Sat., Nov. 5, 6:45pm. Annual Harvest Dinner of the 
Faith Trio (Kehilla, Islamic Cultural Center, Montclair 
Presbyterian). Come early at 6:15 if you would like to 
be present at the Muslim evening prayer. Followed by 
multi-faith blessings before dinner. Designated potluck: 
Kehilla members bring veggy salads (fish okay). 
Muslims, Jews and Christians eating together and an 
opportunity to discuss the subject of the evening: 
Solidarity: A Spiritual Necessity. At the Islamic Cultural 
Center, 1433 Madison Street, Oakland. 
 

 
  

http://www.shalom-bayit.org/teen
mailto:sandra@kehillasynagogue.org.
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Kehilla Community Synagogue 
Please use the following number for all staff:  (510) 547-2424 

Co-Rabbi, David J. Cooper 
Rabbidavid@kehillasynagogue.org 

Co-Rabbi, Dev Noily  
RabbiDev@kehillasynagogue.org 

Executive Director,  Michael Saxe-Taller 
Michael@kehillasynagogue.org 

Managing Director, Beth Bittle 
Beth@kehillasynagogue.org 

Hazzan Shulamit Wise Fairman 
Shulamit@kehillasynagogue.org 

Bar/Bat Mitvzah Program Director, Sandra Razieli 
Sandra@kehillasynagogue.org 

Founding Rabbi, Burt Jacobson   (510) 283-5704 
RabBurt@earthlink.net 
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Communications Coordinator,  
Sasha Gottfried 
Sasha@kehillasynagogue.org 

Youth Programs Coordinator,  
Natalie Boskin  
Natalie@kehillasynagogue.org 

Bookkeeper, Molly Melamed 
Molly@kehillasynagogue.org 

Events Line: 

Fax: (510) 547-2442 

Chevra Kadisha: 
Jane Hoberman: 510-843-6047 

Committee Against Abuse: 
Steven Falk: 510-339-0517 

Spiritual Life Practices Committee Chair:  
Shoshana Finacom 
Spirituallife@kehillasynagogue.org 
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              High Holy Days 5777/2016 
                     Seeking Shelter in the Days of Awe:  
            Immigrants and Refugees, Longing and Home 
                                                    by Rabbi Dev Noily 

     In March of this year a 
group of Kehilla members 
working on immigration 
issues called a meeting to 
connect people in our 
community who are involved 

in all kinds of work and service with immigrants and 
refugees, and the laws and policies affecting them. 
    Here are some of the ways people who came to the 
meeting are engaged: 

 Working with Nueva Esperanza to form 
accompaniment teams who provide direct 
support to newly arrived Central American 
immigrants; 

 Supporting LGBT refugees through the Jewish 
Family and Community Services of the East 
Bay LGBT refugee resettlement program ; 

 Working with Jewish Voice for Peace doing 
neighborhood canvassing focused on 
welcoming refugees and ending Muslim 
profiling; 

 Participating in monthly vigils at the ICE West 
County Detention Facility to support 
immigrant detainees and their families; 

 Exploring Kehilla's potential to be a sanctuary 
synagogue for those who face deportation; 

 Providing legal or counseling services to 
immigrants; 

 Providing direct or financial support for Syrian 
and other refugees in Europe, through the 
Hebrew Immigrant Aid Society (HIAS) and 
other agencies; 

 Working with the East Bay Interfaith 
Immigration Coalition; 

 Providing support to Syrian refugees coming 
to the U.S. 

    I left that meeting inspired and moved by the 
incredible energy among people in the Kehilla 
community.  There are so many ways that so many 
people are supporting immigrants and refugees, 

fighting against deportations and human rights 
abuses, and advocating for policy changes that reflect 
our commitment to welcome people who are fleeing 
war, persecution and social and economic turmoil.   
    One thing that came up at the meeting was the 
need to let more people know about the work that’s 
happening, and to help more people join in.  How 
could we get word out about where contributions are 
needed and how people contribute—whether 
someone has an occasional few hours or dollars to 
give, or has housing to share, or can offer an ongoing 
gift of time? 
    When the Spiritual Leadership team (Rabbi David, 
Hazzan Shulamit, Avi Rose, Rabbi Burt, Howard 
Hamburger, Sandra Razieli, Sharon Grodin and myself) 
met to consider our theme for this year’s High Holy 
Days, “immigrants and refugees” emerged as a 
compelling choice.  We saw at least a trio of 
interconnected reasons to dig into this ground:  (1) the 
urgent humanitarian and justice issues underlying the 
unprecedented migration underway, (2) the energy 
already flowing in Kehilla to address the crises, and (3) 
the potential for our coming together for High Holy 
Days to help more people respond to the crises.  
    One more reason to let ourselves be guided by this 
theme is its profoundly rich spiritual terrain.  
Experiences of seeking refuge, migrating, yearning for 
home and offering harbor and kindness to those 
fleeing from danger open up the big questions that all 
of us sometimes face in moments of stillness.  What is 
the sense of disorientation, separateness or apartness 
that we sometimes feel? How do we come to be at 
home in the world and in ourselves? What is our 
longing for connection and at-one-ment—where does 
it come from, and where can it lead us? What are our 
personal and communal histories of migration and 
how do they shape us? How can we move toward 
harmony and balance between our unique individual 
experience and our shared connection to all that is? 

[continued on p. 19]
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Renew Your Membership Now! 
    Kehilla members in good standing will automatically 

receive complimentary admission to High Holy Day 
services when you renew your membership for 2015-16.  

Your admission to High Holy Day services will be your 
name at the door, along with your name tag.  

    To renew your membership, please visit our website at 
www.KehillaSynagogue.org.     

 

Discounts 
On First-Time Membership 

    We are offering a discount on membership dues 
through December 1, 2016. Dues are $200 for Adults 
under 30, and $660 for Adults 30 and over, and will 
include tickets to all High Holy Day services. Conversely, 
any payment made for High Holy Day tickets can be 
applied to the cost of membership. Payment plans can be 
arranged. 

   Visit the website at www.KehillaSynagogue.org and 
click on “JOIN” for more information, or  contact Sasha at 
(510) 547-2424 x100 or Sasha@KehillaSynagogue.org.   

 

 

High Holy Day Tickets  
for the General Public 

Tickets to services  for the general public can be 
ordered on the website at 

http://kehillasynagogue.org/highholydays/  

Tickets will also be available 
 for purchase at the door. 

High Holy Days Schedule 
The Bird of Many Colors:  

A Pre-Holy Days Ingathering 
Saturday, September 24  

Social hour at 7:15, Program at 8pm 

Erev Rosh Hashanah at Scottish Rite Center  
Sunday, October 2, 6:30pm  

Rosh Hashanah at Scottish Rite Center  
Monday, October 3, 9:30am  

Rosh Hashanah Family & Youth Service 
 at Scottish Rite Center 
Monday, October 3, 10am 

Rosh Hashanah Toddler Services 
at Scottish Rite Center 

Monday, October 3, 10:15am 

Second Day Rosh Hashanah at Kehilla  
Tuesday, October 4, 9:30am 

Shabbat Shuvah at Kehilla 
Saturday, October 8, 10:30am 

Kol Nidre at Scottish Rite Center 
 Tuesday, October 11, 6:30pm  

Kol Nidre Family Service at Kehilla  
Tuesday, October 11, 6:30pm 

Kol Nidre Toddler Service at Kehilla  
Tuesday, October 11, 6:30pm 

Yom Kippur Day at Scottish Rite Center  
Wednesday, October 12, 9:30am  

Yom Kippur Youth Service for 6th-8th Graders 
at Scottish Rite Center 

Wednesday, October 12, 10am 

Yom Kippur Afternoon/Evening at Kehilla 
Wednesday, October 12 

2:00-4:30pm: Drop off potluck offerings* 
2:30-3:30pm: Workshops 

 4:30pm: Yizkor (Remembrance) 
5:15pm: Rabbi Burt Teaching, Healing Service & Dukhanen  

6:30pm: Ne’ila (Closing the Gates) 
8pm: Community Potluck Break-fast 

*Please bring a vegetarian main dish to share. Food can be 
dropped off at Kehilla between 2:00 & 4:30pm or at 7:45pm 

 

 

KKeehhiillllaa  HHiigghh  HHoollyy  DDaayyss  
22001166//55777777 

http://www.KehillaSynagogue.org.
http://www.KehillaSynagogue.org
mailto:Sasha@KehillaSynagogue.org.
http://kehillasynagogue.org/highholydays/
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Executively Speaking  
A New Year: Looking Ahead 

                                         by Michael Saxe-Taller, Executive Director 
      

       It is again that time of the Jewish 
cycle when we reflect on the past year    
and imagine the one that is coming.   
     This year, my first full Jewish year at 
Kehilla, was filled with important 

moments and solid growth for us as a congregation. We 
finished the year a stronger, more cohesive community. 
We have increased our membership, solidified our 
finances, updated our technology, prepared for an 
upcoming rabbinic transition and developed even more 
committed congregant leaders (for specifics, see my June 
Kol Kehilla article at http://kehillasynagogue.org/oh-
what-a-year/. I think we can be proud of all that we did 
to strengthen our community and to make constructive 
change in the communities around us. 
     I am jazzed for the year that is coming up. We enter 
the year planted on firm ground,  prepared to face the 
next important set of challenges for us as a community. I 
think these include: 
     Caring for our building – Our physical home is in need 
of some significant repair. In addition, we want our 
building to be more accessible and more welcoming to 
our own community and to those who join us.  
     Completing our Rabbinic transition – Rabbis David and 
Dev will be serving as Co-Rabbis for this year until the  

 
next stage of the transition occurs in July 2017. We will 
have many chances to appreciate Rabbi David for his 
years of work and to prepare for Rabbi Dev’s step into 
the senior rabbinic role. We will also be searching for a 
dynamic new Director of Kehilla School to join our Kehilla 
leadership team.  
     Addressing the issues of a growing community – 
Kehilla grew by 25 member households in the past year 
and we have reason to think that we will continue to 
grow this year as well. We will need to put attention to 
welcoming our new members, as well as to how we 
maintain our intimacy and individual care while we grow. 
     Thinking about our next 5-10 years – As our present 
day situation has become stable, we now have the 
opportunity to image our future as a congregation and to 
strategize and prioritize the steps that will get us there.    
The Kehilla Board and many of our other committees will 
have opportunities to do this kind of thinking. 
     I am excited for the opportunity to engage with you 
this year on these issues and on the many other aspects 
of Kehilla life.  
     May we all have a sweet year of working, building, 
growing and celebrating together as a community. 
L’Shana Tova

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

It's Membership Renewal Time! 

    It is time again for you to renew your annual Kehilla dues pledge. 

     We are excited to have a new membership renewal and registration process, a result of another one of our 
year’s major accomplishments - a new, upgraded database. We now have one form that is used for membership 
renewals, new memberships and religious school registrations. The form will combine all fees and allow you to 
set up a payment plan. We will also be able to automatically update your contact information into the database.  

     We strongly encourage everyone to renew their membership electronically. If you need a paper registration 
form, please contact Sasha Gottfried at 510-547-2424 x100 or Sasha@kehillasynagogue.org  

     You have recently received a letter and a couple of emails outlining the renewal/registration process. You can 
access the renewal/registration form by going to the to the Kehilla website or to the link in the renewal emails.  

     We deeply appreciate your membership in this community and look forward to another year together! 

  

http://kehillasynagogue.org/oh-
mailto:Sasha@kehillasynagogue.org
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Chai Elul Shabbat & 
New Member Welcome 

Saturday, September 10, 10am 

      Join our “Bima Team” for a spirited, musical service as 
we immerse in the month of Elul and prepare for the High 
Holy Days. Our newest members will receive a special 
honor during the Torah service, and we’ll kick off the 
morning with Ketzev Kehilla, our prayerful percussion 
orchestra. Come one, come all! Children most welcome! 
Vegetarian potluck luncheon to follow. Please bring a 
vegetarian dish to share.  Kiddush also sponsored by Ruth 
Goldstone & James Eder in honor of Ruth's mother Merle 
S. Goldstone's yartzheit. 

 

Solar Lights for Gaza Fundraiser & 
 Pre-Shabbat Potluck 

Friday, September 16, 5:30pm 
     This is a special pre-Shabbat Service gathering and 
potluck meal organized by Kehilla’s Greening Committee 
and Middle East Peace Committee. The purpose is to raise 
tzedakah for Rebuilding Alliance’s project to provide solar 
lights for the residents of Gaza where electricity is often 
available for only four or five hours in a day. This is 
especially needed by children who would otherwise study 
at night by hazardous candle or kerosene light. Guest 
speaker: Donna Baranski-Walker, founder of Rebuilding 
Alliance. We will have a Potluck Dinner in the Social Hall 
starting at 6:00.  Please bring a vegetarian or fish dish to 
share.  Followed by Kabbalat Shabbat Service at 7:30. (See 
article, p. 8.) 

 

Elul Shabbat Service with  
the Chevra Kadisha 

Saturday, September 17, 10:30am 

     Led by Rabbi David, Hazzan Shulamit, and Julie 
Nesnansky. Celebrating the completion of our “Sh’mira 
Readings Project.” Sh’mira is the ritual of staying with the 
body of the deceased in the period preceding the funeral 
during which the shomer (“guardian”) traditionally reads 
from the book of psalms. For our members, when they do 
Sh’mira, Kehilla’s Chevra Kadisha has assembled readings 
from innovative and interpretive translations of the psalms, 
some of which we will read at this service. We will have a 
short Torah reading that morning with one aliyah. 
Deuteronomy 22:6-12. If you want to chant this, email 
Rabbi David.  In the Fireside Room. Kiddush sponsored by 
the Chevra Kadisha. 

A Community Forum on the  
Movement for Black Lives Platform 

Study & Conversation 
Sunday September 18, 3:30 – 7:00pm 

     Join us as we come together to study the 
platform as a community and to listen deeply to 
what the Movement’s leaders are saying. Rabbi 
David, Rabbi Dev, Hazzan Shulamit, and Rabbi Burt 
have endorsed the Movement for Black Lives 
Platform as individuals.  We invite you to read the 
entire platform, either ahead of time or at the 
Forum.   
    Our intention is to create a community forum 
that centers the Platform’s demands for racial and 
economic justice, while making space for the 
complex emotional responses that may arise for us 
in relationship to Jewish identity, racial identity and 
all the aspects of ourselves that make each of us 
who we are. 
    ( See article on p. 9 for details.)  

Kehilla High Holy Days Art Reception 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Saturday, September 17, 3:30-6:30pm 

     Kehilla is honored to present a group show 
reflecting this year’s High Holy Days theme of 
Immigrants. Refugees. Longing. Home. For the first 
time, Kehilla will be using art to deepen our 
individual and collective connection to the High Holy 
Days. 
     Over 20 Kehilla members have contributed more 
than 30 pieces, including sketches, paintings, mixed 
media, ceramics, photos, and narrative. The work is 
both beautiful and powerful. We invite you to join us 
at the artists’ reception.  Thanks to the talent and 
generosity of our congregation, art will be displayed 
not only in the Fireside Room but throughout the 
synagogue. Light refreshments will be served. We 
look forward to seeing you there! 
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A Gym for Writers 
     Have you always wanted to explore writing and 
other writers, but need a supportive environment 
to get the ink going? Here's an open invitation for 
all those who'd like to discuss forming a Jewish-
based writing group. 
     The possibilities might include — a place where 
we can generate new writing based on prompts 
and other self-starters, exchange information 
about our favorite Jewish writers and poets, read 
together, or something else.  
      If interested, please contact Lenore Weiss at 
webcontentlw@gmail.com  with "Gym for 
Writers"  in the subject line.   

Yoga for Renewal: 
Rooted in Jewish Mystical Teachings 

with Julie Emden of Jewish LearningWorks 

 

Sunday, September 18, 2:00-4:00pm 

     Integrate, mind, body, heart and spirit. Enhance 
your practices for living in balance and wellness with 
this gentle, grounded Iyengar-based yoga and 
movement practice infused with themes of 
realignment and renewal for the Jewish New Year. 

     Location:  4th Street Yoga, 1809 4th St., Berkeley 
     Cost:  $25.   Register: yogasept20.eventbrite.com 

     Co-sponsored by 4th Street Yoga, Chochmat HaLev, 
Congregation Netivot Shalom, Kehilla Community 

Synagogue, Temple Sinai Oakland. 

     Contact: jemden@jewishlearningworks.org 
About Julie Emden:  Julie directs the Embodied Jewish 
Learning Initiative at Jewish LearningWorks. A graduate of 
five fellowship and certification programs related to her 
work as a Jewish Educator and as a Yoga, Movement and 
Dance Instructor, Julie holds a BA from the University of 
Michigan. She holds teaching certifications in Iyengar-
based yoga from the Yoga Room in Berkeley, in Yoga and 
Jewish Spirituality from Elat Chayyim Center for Jewish 
Spirituality, and in Movement-based Expressive Arts from 
Tamalpa Institute.  

 “We Are the Bridge” Exhibit Reception 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Sunday, September 18, 1- 3 pm 
     This exhibit showcases works by artists of multiple 
faith traditions, and is sponsored by the Faith Trio 
(Kehilla, Islamic Cultural Center, and Montclair 
Presbyterian).  It includes a large selection from the 
May 2015 interfaith exhibition held at the Islamic 
Cultural Center of Northern California. Kehilla artists 
Tamar Raine, Susan Freundlich and Lea Delson are 
represented in this exhibit, along with many other 
wonderful artists.  Free Reception with Music. 

 At Osher Marin JCC  
 200 North San Pedro Rd. San Rafael 

 
Mission Dolores Window by Lea Delson 

 

The Bird of Many Colors: 
A Pre-Holy Days Ingathering 

Saturday, September 24 
Shmooze: 7:15pm  Program: 8pm 

     Gather with us one week before Rosh Hashanah, as 
we turn together toward the Days of Awe. This year, 
rather than observing Selichot with a service, all are 
welcome to an evening of community, music, stories, 
meditation and reflection.  

      Join us in the social hall for a little nosh and 
socializing, followed by a program led by the Kehilla 
spiritual leadership and musical prayer leaders, as we 
focus our awareness and maybe set some intention for 
our experience of the holy days.   If you are new to 
Kehilla, or to Kehilla’s observance of the High Holydays, 
this evening is a lovely way to begin the experience.  If 
you’re accustomed to the Selichot services of the last 
few years, you’ll find a similar opportunity in this 
program for settling into intention and reflection. 

 

mailto:webcontentlw@gmail.com
mailto:jemden@jewishlearningworks.org
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"Mrs. Reiff And The Counterfeit Shop" 
by Stephanie Anne Johnson 

A Staged Play Reading 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Sunday, September 25, 5pm 

     We are delighted to present a staged reading of 
Stephanie Anne Johnson’s newest play. This 
autobiographical portrait begins when teenaged 
Stephanie looks into the window of an art store in 
Englewood, New Jersey. 
      Welcomed by Mrs. Reiff, the owner of the 
Counterfeit Shop, they develop a decades long 
friendship which transcends age, culture, race, and 
religion. There are flashbacks to highlight this 
historical moment on the East Coast when Black 
people and Jewish people shared common cause in 
the quest for social justice. A surprising cultural 
intersection is revealed at the end of the play. 
      Susan Felix, Bruce Bierman, and Stephanie Anne 
Johnson will be the readers. Bruce Bierman will lead 
participants in Jewish dance before an open 
discussion of this play in development.   
     People of all ages are welcome to attend this 
event.  Admission is free. Donations for the actors 
and technician will be gratefully accepted. 

In the Sanctuary 

 

Sukkot Shabbat: 
Friday Evening Potluck in the Sukkah 

 
Friday, October 21, 6:30pm 

    Bring the whole family and join us for a Sukkot 
dinner in the Sukkah (and/or Social Hall). This is not a 
ritual-heavy event – our major purpose is to 
celebrate and be happy which is the very purpose 
the Torah describes for the holiday. We’ll do a few 
blessings, then a potluck dinner, conversation, 
perhaps a chance for kids to make sukkah 
decorations, and then, as you choose to, do the ritual 
of blessing the lulav palm frond and shaking in 
blessing to all the world’s directions with Rabbi 
David.   Remember: Bring a veggie potluck dish to 
share and be joyous! (Fish okay, but no shellfish, 
please.) 

 

Annual Harvest Dinner of the Faith Trio 
“Solidarity: A Spiritual Necessity”  

 

 
Saturday evening, November 5 

 
6:15 Come early if you would like to be present at the 
Muslim evening service 
6:45 Multi-Faith Blessings, Potluck Dinner (see below) 
and Conversation 
 
     The Faith Trio is an alliance of Kehilla Community 
Synagogue, Islamic Cultural Center of Northern 
California, and Montclair Presbyterian Church. Every 
year we hold an autumn gathering. Often we have a 
theme for discussion at the tables. The opening 
question this year: “What is your earliest memory of an 
experience where you met someone from another 
religious background?” Our discussions will focus on 
the spiritual necessity for interfaith solidarity.  
Designated potluck: Kehilla members bring veggy 
salads (fish okay). 

At the Islamic Cultural Center of Northern California 
1433 Madison Street, Oakland near 14th Street 
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Kehilla Neighborhood Brunches Return! 
Sunday, October 16, 11:00am-1:00pm

If you have ever wanted to find out more about the 
Kehilla members in your neighborhood and to make 
connections in your local village - come to a Kehilla 
Neighborhood Brunch!   This year our brunch is on the 
day of the first evening of Sukkot. 

WHERE: We expect to have hosts for Berkeley, 
Richmond, South Oakland and the 
Rockridge/Temescal/Grand Lake/Piedmont area of 
Oakland. WHAT: The hosts will provide juice, coffee 
and tea.   

Guests are asked to bring vegetarian brunch items to 
share. 

Save the Date and look for further announcements in 
the weekly emails or call the office!  We hope to see 
you there!  If you are willing to volunteer your home, 
please email chesed@kehillasynagogue.org.  Your offer 
will be much appreciated. 

Shalom, 
The Chesed Committee 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Erev Simchat Torah Celebration!  
Monday, October 24 

 

 

 

 

at Chochmat HaLev   
2215 Prince St., Berkeley at Fulton. 

Join with all the Bay Area Renewal communities for 
a night of sacred and ecstastic dancing to live 
music and special Torah chanting to celebrate the 
conclusion of our High Holy Day journey.    

6:00pm  Special Kids Celebration with Jen Miriam 
and Alon Altman, dance and sing around the Torah 
with  puppets, music and friends 

6:30pm Vegetarian potluck dinner 

7:00 pm Maariv, Dancing and Torah service with 
the Shirat HaLev Musicians 

9:30 pm- Kiddush and refreshments 

Donation:  Members of participating organizations: 
$15-10   General Public $20-15   Children: $5 

Save the Date! 

The Buddha & The Ba’al Shem Tov 
With Zoketsu Norman Fischer, Rabbi Burt Jacobson &  

Rabbi Dev Noily  
Come celebrate Rabbi Burt's 80th Birthday! 

Saturday Evening, November 19, 7:30pm 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

   Our own visionary teacher Rabbi Burt and noted poet, 
meditation teacher and Zen Buddhist priest, Norman 
Fischer will be in dialogue, moderated by Rabbi Dev. They 
will explore parallels in the teaching and lives of the 
Buddha and the Ba’al Shem Tov, two enlightened teachers 
who saw the Divine everywhere, and taught the spiritual 
values of mystery, compassion, love and joy. 

   Come and celebrate Rabbi Burt’s 80th birthday and 50th 
year in the rabbinate! The dialogue will be followed by 
delectable desserts and drinks in the Social Hall. 

   PLEASE NOTE – We will be celebrating Rabbi Burt’s 80th 
throughout Shabbat on November 18 & 19.  We will have 
Kabbalat Shabbat services and oneg on Friday night, and 
special Shabbat morning services and lunch on Saturday. 

Sanctuary 
 

 

 

 

mailto:chesed@kehillasynagogue.org.
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Book Discussion Group 
All Kehilla members are welcome to join us for our customary meetings on the second Monday of the month at 7pm in 
the Fireside Room. These books are from the San Francisco Jewiish Community Library and there might be copies to 
borrow. 

Monday, September 12, 7pm 
The Fixer by Bernard Malamud 

     The Fixer (1966) is Bernard Malamud's best-known 
and most acclaimed novel -- one that makes manifest his 
roots in Russian fiction, especially that of Isaac Babel.  
Set in Kiev in 1911 during a period of heightened anti-
Semitism, the novel tells the story of Yakov Bok, a Jewish 
handyman blamed for the brutal murder of a young 
Russian boy. Bok leaves his village to try his luck in Kiev, 
and after denying his Jewish identity, finds himself 
working for a member of the anti-Semitic Black 
Hundreds Society. When the boy is found nearly drained 
of blood in a cave, the Black Hundreds accuse the Jews of 
ritual murder. Arrested and imprisoned, Bok refuses to 
confess to a crime that he did not commit. 
 

 

Monday, October 10, 7pm 
Mystics of Mile End by Sigal Samuel 

     Sigal Samuel’s debut novel, in the vein of Nicole 
Krauss’s bestselling The History of Love, is an imaginative 
story that delves into the heart of Jewish mysticism, 
faith, and family. In the half-Hasidic, half-hipster 
Montreal neighborhood of Mile End, eleven-year-old Lev 
Meyer is discovering that there may be a place for 
Judaism in his life. As he learns about science in his day 
school, Lev begins his own extracurricular study of the 
Bible’s Tree of Knowledge with neighbor Mr. Katz, who is 
building his own Tree out of trash. Meanwhile his sister 
Samara is secretly studying for her Bat Mitzvah with 
next-door neighbor and Holocaust survivor, Mr. 
Glassman. All the while his father, David, a professor of 
Jewish mysticism, is a non-believer. 

 
Solar Lights for Gaza Fundraiser & 

 Pre-Shabbat Potluck 
Please join Kehilla’s Greening and Middle East Peace Committees for a potluck dinner on  

September 16 at 5:30pm and fundraiser to support the children of Gaza. 

         Gaza is still recovering from fifty-one days of 
bombing in 2014. Electricity, water, and sewage systems 
are all still very fragile, and more than 17,000 people are 
still in temporary housing. Families there are affected 
daily by rolling black-outs. Far too often electricity is 
only available for 4 hours per day. Children must do 
their homework by dangerous kerosene lamps or 
candlelight. For the last year, the Rebuilding Alliance, a 
local non-profit organization, has been fundraising and 
shpping solar powered lights to Non-Governmental 
Organizations in Gaza. Our goal is to help raise funds to 
help them send the next pallet of 1,920 solar-powered 
lights to Gaza's children. 
     Our speaker for the evening will be Donna Baranski-
Walker, founder and Executive Director of Rebuilding 
Alliance, who was in Gaza in April to distribute the first 
pallet of solar lights. Rebuilding Alliance is working with 
Palestinian Non-Governmental Organizations in Gaza to 
distribute the solar lights to children and families in 
need. Donna will explain how Rebuilding Alliance is able 
to send the solar-powered lights through the blockade 
following pre-clearance by both Palestinian and Israeli 
Customs. She also will tell us about their NGO partners 
and some of the families she visited in Gaza. This will be 

a rare opportunity to hear directly from someone who 
has spent time in Gaza supporting children and families.  
     Rebuilding Alliance has already delivered three pallets 
of solar lights so children in Gaza can safely study and 
spend time with their families. There are 700,000 
children in Gaza.  Please join us on Sept. 16th to help 
Rebuilding Alliance send more Luci Lights to Gaza's 
children. 
     We will have a Potluck Dinner in the Social Hall 
starting at 5:30. Please bring a vegetarian or fish dish to 
share.  
     And please join us after dinner and the presentation 
for a spirited, musical Kabbalat Shabbat service to sing, 
meditate, dance, and rest in the joy and peace of 
Shabbat. Led by Hazzan Shulamit and Julie Nesnansky. 
     We hope you can join us on September 16 to hear first 
hand from our guest about her experience personally 
delivering solar lights to Gaza. But if you can’t make it, 
please make a donation to this great project!  
     You can donate at this link: 
https://commitchange.com/ca/burlingame-
94010/rebuilding-alliance/events/kehilla-for-gazas-
children 

https://commitchange.com/ca/burlingame-
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You’re Invited: 
A Community Forum on the Movement for Black Lives Platform: 

Study & Conversation 

Sunday September 18, 3:30 – 7:00pm 
by Rabbi Dev Noily 

     In early August the Movement for Black Lives 
Platform was published.  Organizers described their 
project this way: 

In response to the sustained and increasingly visible 
violence against Black communities in the U.S. and 
globally, a collective of more than 50 organizations 
representing thousands of Black people from across 
the country have come together with renewed 
energy and purpose to articulate a common vision 
and agenda. 
Our resistance and rebellion are not new, but like 
other times in history have come to a critical mass, 
and the bravery of those in Ferguson and across 
the country captured the attention of the world. A 
year ago, over 2,000 of us gathered in Cleveland to 
reflect on the state of our movement for liberation 
and celebrate our people, both those who have 
fallen and those who have survived. It was there 
that we began the process of uniting to articulate a 
shared vision of the world we want to live in. 

     The Platform articulates that sweeping and radical 
vision for racial and economic justice. It addresses 
reparations, education, healthcare, housing, policing, 
militarization (domestic and foreign), incarceration, 
criminalization, community control, and other aspects 
of U.S. society and policy that impact Black lives. 
     We’re excited to come together to study the 
platform as a community and to listen deeply to what 
the Movement’s leaders are saying. Rabbi David, 
Hazzan Shulamit, Rabbi Burt and I have endorsed the 
Movement for Black Lives Platform as individuals.  As I 
read the Platform I felt the tectonic plates of racial 
injustice in our country begin to shift.  In the profound 
language of the background pieces I could hear more 
of the stories of Black lives, deepening my awareness 
of the differences between my experience as White 
person and the experiences of so many Black people I 

live alongside.   I heard the Platform as a call to listen 
to Black voices, as a call to compassion, and as a call to 
join more fully in the M4BL struggle to root out the 
injustice that continues to rot the core of our country.  
This feels like an extraordinary historic moment to me, 
and I feel humbled and grateful for the Movement for 
Black Lives as path to justice for all of us. 
     We’d like Kehilla to consider endorsing the Platform 
as an organization as well. This Forum will be our first 
communal conversation about the Platform, and will 
help us to discern the next steps in this process.   
     The primary focus of our learning and 
conversations will be the current and historic 
experiences of Black people in the U.S., and the ways 
that White supremacy has operated, and continues to 
operate in our society and in our souls. 
     We invite you to read the entire platform, either 
ahead of time or at the September 18 Community 
Forum.  The first part of the afternoon will be devoted 
to studying the Platform.  You will find links to a 
summary of the Platform, and to the deeper analysis 
of each of its six parts on our website at this link: 
http://kehillasynagogue.org/event/a-community-
forum-on-the-movement-for-black-lives-platform-
study-conversation/  
     After doing text study with the Platform we’ll have 
a break and a nosh/snack.  The second half of the 
afternoon will be a compassionate listening-style 
session, where people gather in facilitated small 
groups to share their responses, reactions to and 
questions about the platform.  We will have at least 
one small group for People of Color.  We’ll end with 
everyone coming together to share highlights from the 
small group conversations.  You may come for the 
whole time, or just the first half, or just the second 
half.   [continued on p. 13.]

 

http://kehillasynagogue.org/event/a-community-
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New Adult Education Classes Fall 2016 

To Register for Classes: You can register and pay online at www.KehillaSynagogue.org (click on the 
"LEARN" link and then click on Adult Education), or send check payable to Kehilla to Kehilla, 

 1300 Grand Ave., Piedmont, CA 94610.  

 
 
“700 Benches: Experiencing Biblical Hebrew” 
Class 
Begins September 8, 6:30pm 
Taught by Jenna Kemp 
Have you ever wanted to read and understand Torah 
Hebrew? As a first phase in the launch of Kehilla’s new 
“700 Benches” beit-midrash program,  Kehilla is 
offering  a class designed to be an immersive 
experience in the language and structure of biblical 
Hebrew. What do we mean by “immersive?" Think of 
once a week jumping into the deep end of the pool—
with water wings as needed, swim buddies, and a 
lifeguard. 
This class is a multi-level beit-midrash in which 
students will learn the grammar that will allow them 
to begin reading biblical Hebrew without an English 
translation. Working primarily in chevrutah (pairs, 
small groups), we will learn grammar together, while 
simultaneously reading biblical narrative in Hebrew. 
People at all levels of Hebrew abilities are encouraged 
to join. Students will be expected to do some 
homework and memorization, but the emphasis is on 
concepts and resources that will allow you to begin to 
“swim” on your own! 
If you are interested in the class, but need some work 
on your aleph-bet, you will find resources to help get 
you up to speed on our website at this link: 
http://kehillasynagogue.org/online-hebrewbiblical-
text-resources/ 
Prerequisite: Aleph-bet and Vowels 
Dates:  Thursdays, Sept. 8- Sept. 29, Oct. 27, Nov. 3 (A 
six-session series) 
Time: 6:30-8:30pm 
Cost: $150 Kehilla members, $180 General Public.  No 
one turned away for lack of ability to pay the full 
amount. If you are unable to pay the full amount, 
please contact sjgrodin@comcast.net. 
Questions? Contact Jenna Stover-Kemp at 
jennakemp25@gmail.com or Sharon Grodin at 
sjgrodin@comcast.net. No one is turned away for lack 
of funds; please discuss this with us. 

 
 

 
 
Conversion Group  
Begins September 12, 7:30pm 
Led by Rabbi Dev Noily and Sharon Grodin 

 Kehilla’s conversion group is the communal portion of 
a process of individual inquiry that each participant 
anticipates will lead to adopting Judaism.  Kehilla’s 
spiritual leaders Rabbi Dev and Sharon Grodin are 
available to guide participants in their reading, 
selection of classes, and experiences that inform their 
education toward discernment about this decision. 
 The group is not an “introduction to Judaism” class, 
but rather a forum where participants reflect on and 
share insights about the studies and experiences each 
is undertaking within Kehilla and elsewhere.  The 
group meets once a month for 1-1/2 hours, which 
typically includes some learning together and 
responding to each others’ questions. Because this 
group is intended to support conversion in the 
context of Kehilla community, after the first two 
sessions, participants are expected to decide whether 
Kehilla is a good fit for them; if so, participants will be 
come members, and if not, participants will be 
supported in finding an alternative for their 
conversion studies. 
If you are interested in this group, please contact 
Sharon Grodin at sjgrodin@comcast.net.  
Dates:  Mondays, Sept. 12, Nov. 14, Dec. 12  
Cost: No charge (but see above about membership).  
Led by Rabbi Dev and Sharon Grodin. 
Location: Sanctuary/Buber Room 

 

http://www.KehillaSynagogue.org
http://kehillasynagogue.org/online-hebrewbiblical-
mailto:sjgrodin@comcast.net.
mailto:jennakemp25@gmail.com
mailto:sjgrodin@comcast.net.
mailto:sjgrodin@comcast.net.
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Adult Education (continued) 
 
"Drumming As Prayer" Class 
A Two-Class Series: September 18 & September 21 
Taught by Debbie Fier, Kehilla Musical Prayer Leader & 
“Heartbeat of the Service"  
     Drumming is an active form of meditation. It 
provides a wonderful way to be present, express 
yourself and learn how to drum with a group in sacred 
community space. At Kehilla, we are creating an 
intergenerational drum group, called Ketzev Kehilla, 
(the Beats of Kehilla), and we have been learning 
some of the rhythms for the Kehilla melodies and also 
drumming at our Chai Shabbat services. 
     This is a two-class series. It can be taken as a series 
or as individual classes. (However, if you want to 
drum at High Holy Days services, you must come to 
both classes.) 
       Those who wish to will have the opportunity to 
drum for our High Holy Days services at the Scottish 
Rite Center in Oakland. Participants who want to join 
us in drumming need to commit to coming to both 
classes of the series (exceptions may be made IF you 
have taken previous ‘Drumming as Prayer’ classes with 
Debbie. In those cases you must come to at least 1 
class). If you have taken this class before, and enjoy 
drumming in our Kehilla circle, please come to the 
class!  We will always learn new rhythms, practice new 
exercises and continue building on what we have 
previously done. 
     All ages and all levels welcome!  Please bring a 
drum if you have one.  If you need a drum for the 
class, please email Sasha@kehillasynagogue.org and 
we will do our best to provide one. Hand percussion 
(shakers, claves, etc.) will be provided. 
     Dates: Sunday, Sept 18 - 4-5:30 and Wednesday,  
Sept 21, 7-8:30 in the Fireside Room.  
    Cost:  2-class series: $36 members/ $46 non-
members; Individual class: $20 members/ $25 non-
members 
    Location: Fireside Room 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Chai Mitzvah Group Forming: “A Jewish Year” 
Begins Sunday, October 16, 5:30pm 

In response to many requests for a more structured, 
group-based program for exploring Judaism, Kehilla is 
offering a Chai Mitzvah group beginning in October.  
What is “Chai Mitzvah,” you ask?  It’s a curriculum and 
structure created by a Jewish-multidenominational 
(including Renewal) group of rabbis and educators, 
designed to support group study and a period of 
committed personal exploration.  No prior experience 
with Judaism or Hebrew is required.  Here’s what the 
creators have to say about it: 

“Chai Mitzvah is a unique adult engagement program 
that encourages an integrated, experiential approach 
to Jewish life through five simple components. Each 
participant:  

1. Attends monthly group learning with a set 
curriculum provided by Chai Mitzvah.  

2. Chooses an independent study topic for the year.  

3. Chooses a ritual/spiritual practice to take on for the 
year.  

4. Chooses a social action activity to commit to for the 
year.  

5. Celebrates the journey!”  

In our case, we’ve chosen “A Jewish Year” as an 
overarching theme. Participants will investigate and 
experience the Jewish calendar as it occurs, separately 
or together, as interests dictate.  Our mitzvah group 
will meet on third Sundays starting in October, with 
minimal costs set to cover our fee from Chai Mitzvah 
for the materials (the more participants, the lower the 
cost, but we are setting the initial registration fee 
$18/person for the 9-month period).  The group may 
decide to engage speakers or project leaders on 
particular topics and share the cost of that additional 
enrichment.  For more information about the 
program, see www.chaimitzvah.org.  For questions 
about our group, contact sjgrodin@comcastnet. 

Dates: Monthly for 9 months, beginning Sunday,  
Oct. 16, 5:30-7pm 

Cost: $18/person 

Location: Back classsroom, main floor 

mailto:Sasha@kehillasynagogue.org
http://www.chaimitzvah.org.
mailto:sjgrodin@comcastnet.
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Adult Education (continued) 
 

Elements of Magical Judaism 
Begins Monday, October 16, 6:00pm 
with Reclaiming* Teachers  
Jude Elf & Maggid Jonathan Furst 
Join us for a six-week exploration of Earth-based 
Judaism through the elements of Earth, Air, Fire, 
Water and Spirit. Develop personal practices and 
improvisational ritual co-creation skills, blending 
modern G!ddess-oriented magic with traditional 
Jewish and ancient Hebraic spirituality.  
Dates: Mondays, October 17 - November 21, 6pm  
Cost: $240-$90 sliding scale 
Location: Sanctuary 
For More Info: contact jfurst@pobox.com or  
415-516-4904 
*Learn more about Reclaiming here: 
http://www.reclaiming.org/  
Co-sponsored by the Jewitch Collective and Derech 
Ha'Aretz Outdoor Yeshiva 
 
I Never Knew Hebrew Could Be So Much Fun 
Class 
Begins Sunday, October 23, 10:30am 
Taught by Bracha Stone 
Once again Bracha is offering her fabulous course in 
beginning Hebrew. Absolutely no previous Hebrew 
experience is required or expected. Come and find out 
why you don’t have to know very much at all in order 
to have Hebrew take on a very special place in your 
life. Bracha loves to teach this class since adults tend 
to be very compliant students and they ask such 
serious questions. Form a community of like-minded 
adults, play games, sing songs and learn, learn, learn.  
Repeaters welcomed!! 

Dates:  Sunday, Oct. 23, 30, Nov. 6, 10:30am-11:45am 
Cost:  $54 members, $66 nonmembers 
Location: Given at the time of registration. 
Call Bracha for questions or concerns. 510-703-2220. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Personalizing Our Experience With Jewish 
Liturgy 
First meeting: Sunday, October 23, 6:30pm 
A new group convened by Bracha Stone 
Designed for those who want to explore an expanded 
and creative relationship to Jewish liturgy. While there 
is no expectation of a belief in "God," this group is 
designed for those who desire to personally connect 
to "something-bigger-than-us" and/or "the-wisdom-
deep-within-us." We will witness and be witnessed as 
we explore our attraction and creative responses to 
traditional Jewish prayer practice. We will meet 
together once a month for 5 months. We will also 
participate in a weekly email conversation concerning 
our intentions, and the challenges and blessings we 
experience as we enact our them. 
Dates:  First meeting is Sunday, Oct. 23, 6:30-8:30. 
There will be a meeting at the same time in the 
evening in November, December, January and 
February. Specific dates for each month will be 
determined by October 1st.  
Cost:  $120 members, $150 nonmembers 
Location: Given at the time of registration.  
Call Bracha for questions or concerns. 510-703-2220.  

A Class in the Poetic Word 
Begins Wednesday, October 26, 7pm 
Taught by Lenore Weiss 
Come learn about several outstanding twentieth-
century American Jewish poets, including a number of 
contemporary writers. The four-session class will 
examine work by poets who express diverse 
connections to the Jewish experience.  For the first 
hour of each session, we will examine and discuss the 
poet’s work. Using writing prompts from the readings, 
during the second hour we will respond to the poetry 
in whatever written form we choose. Open to all. No 
writing experience is required. Special guest visits by 
local poets. All lovers of the word are encouraged to 
participate. Bring a notebook and pen. 
Dates: Wednesday, Oct. 26, Nov.  9,  Nov. 23, Nov. 30, 
7-9pm 
Cost: $88 members, $112 nonmembers 
Location: Fireside Room 
 

mailto:jfurst@pobox.com
http://www.reclaiming.org/
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A Community Forum on the Movement for Black Lives Platform 
[continued] 
     Part of the platform, called Invest/Divest, deals 
with connections between U.S. military spending and 
interventions abroad on the one hand, and the lack of 
funding for domestic social needs and militarization of 
U.S. police on the other hand. This part of the 
platform also addresses U.S. military support for Israel 
and the unjust treatment of Palestinians under 
Occupation, using language that some Jewish people 
and organizations have objected to strongly.   
     Our intention is to create a community forum that 
centers the Platform’s demands for racial and 

economic justice, while making space for the complex 
emotional responses that may arise for us in 
relationship to Jewish identity, racial identity and all 
the aspects of ourselves that make each of us who we 
are.  
     Please be in touch with us if you have questions or 
feedback.  
     RSVP if you can  to Sasha@kehillasynagogue.org.  
 – it will help us a lot as we plan the afternoon. 

 
 

Join the 30th Annual G.R.I.P. Harmony Walk in Richmond 
To End Hunger & Homelessness-to Benefit the Greater Richmond Interfaith Program 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     On October 29, Greater Richmond Interfaith 
Program is hosting its 30th annual Harmony Walk/Run 
to End Homelessness in Richmond. Several Kehilla 
members and members of St. John’s Church joined a 
team last year in memory of David McPhail and Judy 
Abel, GRIP activists who both died in September, 
2015.  
     That team raised over $1,000 in support of the 
Souper Center, a program operated by GRIP, which 
serves meals to homeless and needy residents and 
also runs a family shelter. David and Irene, his wife, 
both Kehilla members, and Betty Young, started a 
group now called David’s Dinner Group which 
prepares a monthly meal for families staying at the 
GRIP shelter. Several Kehilla members, people who 
had been members of an El Cerrito church where 
David had ministered, and members of St John’s 
Presbyterian Church in Berkeley, are in the dinner 
group as well. 
     David did this Walk every year through 2014. 

Kehilla members have another opportunity this year 
to remember and honor David while helping to ease 
homelessness. 
     We encourage everyone’s participation in or pledge 
of money to the team. We will have a team name and 
a team page set-up with the Harmony Walk website 
by mid-September. 
     The web address with a link to our team page & 
further details will be provided in the Kehilla weekly 
e-mails.    
     Check-in on October 29 begins at 9:00 a.m. The Run 
starts at 10:30 a.m. The Walk starts at 10:45 a.m. You 
can walk or run for as much, or as little, a distance as 
you want.  And, there will be a festival in the park 
after the walk.  
     Please consider sending a donation or joining the 
team after the team page is setup. If you have 
questions about the team, feel free to contact Sue 
Goldberg directly at suegoldberg@sbcglobal.net 

 
Pictured: Alex Madonik, Ruthie Levin, Richard Speiglman, Sue Goldberg 

 

mailto:Sasha@kehillasynagogue.org.
mailto:suegoldberg@sbcglobal.net
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An Interview with Spiritual Leader Avi Rose 
by Bill Lazarus

     More refugees are 
fleeing persecution now 
than at any time since the 
end of World War II, says 
Avi Rose, who has spent 
most of his life as a political 
and social activist, and who 
now finds himself turning 
more and more to issues of 
immigration and the flood 
of people seeking safe 
haven. With millions of 
refugees left homeless and 
nationless as the result of 
warfare in Syria and 
elsewhere, Avi sees the 

Jewish response as extending “beyond empathizing. 
“It’s identifying,” he says. “We need to see ourselves 
as coming out of Egypt.” 

     “We were strangers. We know the heart of the 
stranger,” adds Avi, who is executive director of 
Jewish Family and Community Services East Bay . That 
“central narrative” of the Jewish people is a key these 
days to the work of JFCS. About 2,000 of the 8,000 
people it annually serves are refugees and other 
immigrants. While the work of JFCS has historically 
been geared toward helping the Jewish community, it 
is not exclusively so. Avi says, “Tikkun Olam is not 
about bringing healing only to the Jewish people. It’s 
about “olam.” It’s about the world as a whole.” 

     When Avi started work at JFCS in 2005, the agency 
was already involved with helping immigrants from all 
over the world. When the surge of Jewish immigration 
from the Former Soviet Union subsided in the 1990’s, 
JFCS began to serve people from other countries, 
including Afghanistan, Bosnia, Cambodia, Iran, Iraq 
and Syria. Many of these refugees are Muslims. JFCS 
currently helps numerous families from Afghanistan, 
many of whom were subject to persecution after 
assisting Americans in the war against the Taliban. 
JFCS also has devoted itself to helping LGBT refugees 
fleeing particularly harsh oppression because of their 
sexual orientation or gender identities. 

     As a youth, Avi grew up mostly in Phoenix in a 
liberal Jewish family, largely out-of-kilter with the 

mostly right-wing community. His dad hailed from the 
Bronx, and was himself the son of immigrant parents 
who made their way to the United States from 
Lithuania. When Avi was 13, he moved with his family 
to Sacramento, and soon started spending time in the 
Bay Area. It was the late 1960s and “politics, drugs and 
rock and roll — it was all here.” 

     Avi became a political activist in high school, and 
chose to go to college at Brandeis, which was a hotbed 
of leftist politics. While he came out as a gay man in 
college, his activism was focused more on anti-war 
work and economic issues. After college, he worked 
for a period as a union steward. Avi joined other 
progressive Jews in the Boston Committee to 
Challenge Antisemitism and became, in the 1980s, 
involved in New Jewish Agenda, a national 
organization that he co-chaired, and that focused on a 
wide variety of issues, including Mid-East peace, 
feminism, disarmament, LGBT rights, oppression in 
Central America and the sanctuary movement. Avi 
also took up work battling AIDS, and co-edited Twice 
Blessed, a book about gay and lesbian Jews. 

     While Avi was aware of immigration issues, it 
wasn’t then a focus of his work and activism. That 
changed in 2005 when he started at JCFS and found it 
“powerful” to be working to help both Russian Jews 
and Afghan Muslims. “I’m really impressed by the 
resilience of most of the refugees whom we are 
helping.  They are individuals with their own quirks, 
strengths and shortcomings, and most have 
experienced significant trauma. It is a huge 
undertaking to leave your home – everyone and 
everything you know – and start your life over again in 
a new country..” 

     While, culturally, the Bay Area is “really welcoming, 
economically, this is a really hard area to come to,” Avi 
says. As a result, families crowd into small living 
quarters together, and people work two or three jobs 
to get by. 

     At seders, Avi has hosted refugees. “It’s powerful to 
be at a seder with somebody who has recently had to 
‘leave Egypt,’” he says. Avi also asks, “What is more 
Jewish than resettling refugees?” He answers himself 
in a word. “Nothing.”
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A Note on the Israel/Palestine Values Survey 
by Rabbi David J. Cooper 

 
     Last month we send out to every member 
household a survey to determine support for a 
statement of values on Israel/Palestine. One could 
indicate where one stood on a spectrum from very 
much disagreeing to strong agreement (scale of 1 to 
5). 
     As of this writing, 141 responses have been 
received. 
     99 responses are 5’s – strongly agree. (71.7%) 
     26 are 4’s – generally agree (18.8%) 
     7 are 3’s – more or less neutral (5.1%) 
     3 are 2’s – generally disagree (2.2%) 

     3 are 1’s – very much disagree (2.2%) 
     In a few days, I will be reading the many written 
comments on the proposed wording and I plan to 
print some of them in the November Kol Kehilla, with 
the permission of their authors to print with ascription 
or anonymously. 
     The decision to adopt the statement as is (or with 
grammatical changes) will be in the hands of the 
Kehilla Board. Currently the plan is that in October the 
results of the survey and representative comments 
and suggestions will be forwarded to the Board for 
their consideration and action. 

 
Chevra Kadisha Sh'mira Readings Project 

 
    Kehilla’s Chevra Kadisha is pleased to announce the 
completion of our “Sh’mira Readings Project.”  We 
now have two beautiful volumes that can be used by 
the shomrim (“watchers”) –those who sit with the 
body of a community member who has died until the 
time of burial. 
    Traditionally, shomrim read Psalms during the 
sh’mira  (“watching”).  In Kehilla we have provided 
other readings—poetry and prose from Jewish and 
non-Jewish sources as well as portions of our liturgy—
so that each shomer might deepen his or her own 
reflections on the meaning of life and death.   
     As we embarked on revising and expanding these 
additional readings, our discussions and study led us 
to taking a closer look at The Book of Psalms as well.  
We looked at many different translations and 

interpretations and selected the one for each Psalm 
that we thought invoked the values of Jewish Renewal 
movement.  
     A small group from Kehilla’s Chevra Kadisha 
traveled to Boston in June to present a workshop on 
these readings and to discuss Kehilla’s approach to 
sh’mira at the annual K’vod v Nichum (“honor and 
comfort”) conference.  More than thirty people 
attended our workshop and received our presentation 
with great enthusiasm.   
     We will formally present Kehilla’s Readings for 
Shmira and Psalms for Shmira at the Morning Service, 
Sept 17.  We invite the entire community to join in 
our simcha and to learn more about the practice of 
sh’mira.   

 

Finding Your Spiritual Direction 
 
     Spiritual direction is a process of inner listening that 
enables individuals to discern the movement of the 
Spirit in their lives, so they can come to understand 
both the spiritual dimension and the spiritual direction 
of their experience. In this sense, spiritual direction is 
a pathway to teshuvah, toward finding one’s way back 
to the Source that birthed and sustains each of us.  

     Spiritual directors have been trained to help those 
seeking the Spirit to find direction. They also help 
seekers find appropriate spiritual practices. 

     Rabbi Burt offers individual Kehilla congregants 
hour-long meetings in spiritual direction. Any Kehilla 
member is entitled to such a session once a year 
without cost. Burt usually meets with congregants at 
Kehilla on Tuesday afternoons and evenings, several 
times a month. He also sees people at his home in El 
Sobrante at other times during the week. If you are 
interested in meeting with Rabbi Burt, please contact 
him at Rabburt@earthlink.net, or by calling 
510.283.5704. 

 
 

mailto:Rabburt@earthlink.net,
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Competing Death Penalty Initiatives on November Ballot 

by Beth Weinberger 
 

     This November we'll have a chance to vote again to 
repeal California's death penalty, replacing it with Life 
Without Possibility of Parole.  Unfortunately, a 
competing measure that would attempt to change the 
appeals process to expedite executions has caused 
confusion, especially as the latter measure's title is 
misleading.  So here's an explanation of each of the 
initiatives with recommendations in keeping with 
Kehilla policy. 

 
The Justice that Works Act of 2016—Proposition #62  

 This is essentially the same as Prop. 34 on the 
2012 ballot, which Kehilla supported.  It would replace 
the death penalty with life without the possibility of 
parole.  It would: 

 End state killing and eliminate the possibility 
of executing innocent people.  Since 1973, 
156 people, convicted of murder, have been 
exonerated, 3 of them in California. 

 Keep dangerous criminals from ever being 
released. 

 Save approximately $150 million a year that 
could be put to more productive use. 

 Increase to 60% the portion of wages earned 
by persons sentenced to life without parole 
that may go to victim restitution funds. 

Recommendation:  Support Prop. 62 
 
Death Penalty Reform & Savings Act of 2016—
Proposition #66 

  Prop. 66 attempts to “reform” a  failed death 
penalty system by changing the appeals process.  It 
would remove current safeguards, limit the ability to 
present new evidence of innocence and set unrealistic 
deadlines for trials and appeals.  The changed 

procedures and new deadlines would force hiring of 
hundreds of new, inexperienced attorneys at taxpayer 
expense. If it succeeded, it would: 

 Increase the chances of wrongful convictions 
and execution of innocent people 

 Interfere with our due process and appeals 
processes, which might be found 
unconstitutional after costly and lengthy 
lawsuits. 

 Authorize the state to house death row 
inmates in new prisons. 

 Model California's system after Texas' rapid 
execution mill. 

 Move appeals from the state Supreme Court 
to local county courts, prioritizing these cases 
and the shortened timelines.  It would 
overwhelm lower courts and severely limit 
their ability to hear other types of cases or 
conduct any other court business. 

Recommendation: Oppose Prop. 66 
 
        This fall you'll have a chance to hear more about, 
question and discuss these initiatives, as well 
as a number of others at a Kehilla Ballot Initiatives 
evening, October 17.  Mark your calendars and see 
Richard Speiglman's article, also in this issue, on some 
of the other initiatives, researched and recommended 
by Oakland Community Organizations (OCO.) 
     If you want more information now about the death 
penalty initiatives; if you want to help with the 
campaigns or donate to them, go to 
www.yeson62.com or contact me at 
bethw0104@mindspring.com.  

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Not Registered to Vote?  
 

Please contact karenrachels@gmail.com 
of Kehilla’s Economic Justice Committee 
She will help you get registered before 

the November election 

http://www.yeson62.com
mailto:bethw0104@mindspring.com.
mailto:karenrachels@gmail.com
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Community Discussion of Ballot Propositions and Local Measures 
by Richard Speiglman 

 
Monday, October 17, 7-9pm 

Kehilla Social Hall 
Sponsored by  

Kehilla Economic Justice Committee, Greening Committee and Anti-Death Penalty Action Group 

Bring yourself, your friends and your family, your questions and your answers 

     When I was a kid in Des Moines, reform Rabbi 
Edward Zerin (Temple B’nai Jeshurun) used to implore 
youth – perhaps it was at our B’nai Mitzvot – to be 
“informed, participating Jews.”  I may have taken this 
to be the 11th Commandment, and I think the 
instruction was responsible for my 50-something years 
of reading at least the local, state, and national news 
sections of the daily newspaper.  Sometime later, a 
sociology professor suggested that the important 
news appears in the business section.  We won’t get 
into the question of sports news. 

     I never fully understood the Jews part of the 
obligation.  But nevertheless I’m pretty sure the 
informed/participating charge includes voting and, to 
the extent possible, understanding the implications of 
your vote prior to casting it. 

     In their length, California ballots present a serious 
challenge.  We need each other’s help to become well-
informed prior to voting.  Instead of sitting home 
alone the night before the election frantically trying to 
decide how to vote on propositions and local 
measures, on the evening of October 17th please join 
other community members to discuss ballot 
measures. 

 Bring your sample ballot (and your mail-in or 
absentee ballot if you have one) 

 Join discussion of some of the most important 
state and local ballot measures (if only we had 
time to tend to all of them!) 

 Written materials on all the state propositions 
and some local measures will be available, 
including recommendations from Kehilla, 
Oakland Community Organizations (OCO), and 
other organizations 

 Kehilla members and others actively engaged 
in working on some of the measures will offer 
brief presentations 

 
See the next page for OCO's recommendations on 

several state, county, and City of Oakland issues.  
We’ll have expanded endorsement information by 
October 17th.   

 
Please forward information on other measures, or 

for other localities, to Richard or Beth: 

rspeiglman@sbcglobal.net  

bethw0104@mindspring.com   

Or bring the information with you on October 17th.   

If possible, RSVP to Beth or Richard (see their 
contact information above.) 

mailto:rspeiglman@sbcglobal.net
mailto:bethw0104@mindspring.com
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Oakland Community Organizations 

Recommendations on CA, Alameda County, and City of Oakland issues 

Number Title or focus Content OCO 
endorsement 

State Propositions 

55 Tax extension 
Extends the temporary personal income tax on 
incomes over $250,000 to fund education and 

health care (Prop 30 extension) 
Support 

56 Tobacco tax Increases the cigarette tax to $2 / pack Support 

 57 Public Safety & 
Rehabilitation Act 

Increases parole chances for felons convicted of 
non-violent crimes and provides more 

opportunities to earn credits for good behavior 
Support 

 62 Death penalty Repeals the death penalty in CA Support* 

64 Adult Use of Marijuana Act 
Legalizes adults’ growing, possessing, and using 

marijuana for nonmedical purposes, with certain 
restrictions; establishes regulatory system for 

legal market.  

Neutral 

Alameda County Measures 

A Affordable Housing bond 
(property tax) 

Funding for a variety of approaches to promote 
affordable housing  Support 

Oakland City and School District Measures  

JJ Protect Oakland Renters 
Act  

Strengthen tenants’ rights by requiring owners to 
petition through the Rent Board for rent increases 

above annual CPI, extending just cause eviction 
protections to buildings built through 1995, and 

increasing Rent Board transparency and 
accountability 

Support 

LL 
Form civilian oversight 
commission of police 

department 
Promotes civilian oversight of police department Support 

KK 
Infrastructure 

improvements bond 
(property tax) 

Funding for a variety of improvements to streets, 
sidewalks, public buildings, and some funds for 

affordable housing 
Neutral  

HH Tax distributors of sugar-
sweetened beverages 

Promotes public health by raising price of sugar-
sweetened beverages Support 

G1 Oakland Unified School 
District  bond (parcel tax) 

Funds educator salary increases and middle 
school improvements (as of last draft seen) No vote (yet) 

* Kehilla recommends a yes vote on Prop. 62 and a no vote on Prop 66 (which would speed-up 
executions).  See accompanying article, “Competing Death Penalty Initiatives on November Ballot" on 
p. 17. 
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Seeking Shelter in the Days of Awe:  
 Immigrants and Refugees, Longing and Home 
[continued from p. 1] 
 
You can read a more complete description of our 
theme below.  Throughout the High Holy Days season 
and beyond, we’ll be integrating the spiritual practices 
of this time with ways to learn about and respond to 
the crises of migration that are shaking our world.  
During High Holy Days services we’ll hear from some 
of the folks in our community about their experiences 
with immigrants and refugees.  We’ll also have 
resources available during services about how to 
connect with local groups and join in efforts to 
respond.   
    And in the months following the High Holy Days, 
we’ll host a series of four community workshops, 
featuring congregants working to support immigrants 
and refugees.  The workshop topics are: Considering 
Offering Housing to a Refugee; Being Part of an 
Accompaniment Team for an Immigrant Family or 
Unaccompanied Minor; Immigration Policy, Advocacy 
and Intersectionality with Economic and Racial Justice 
Issues; and Kehilla as Sanctuary/Refuge for 
Immigrants.  
    May our practice during this season help each of us 
grow toward greater wholeness, joy, compassion and 
justice. 
    Our Theme for 5777:  Immigrants and Refugees, 
Longing and Home  
    A river goes out from the first place that was home, 
to water the garden, and from there it divides and 
becomes four headwaters. (Bereshit 2:10) 
    In the beginning all was one, undifferentiated and 
whole.  To come into the joy of embodied life is also to 
come into separateness.  And to be separate is to long 
for reconnection, to yearn for wholeness and for 
home.  The Yamim Nora’im (High Holy Days) point us 

in the direction of home, and outfit us for the promise 
and uncertainty of the journey.  We soften our hearts 
and open lines of communication with people we’ve 
hurt and who have hurt us.  We practice 
accountability, forgiveness, compassion and 
generosity.  We touch those who are dear to us with 
an extra measure of tenderness and gratitude. 
    This year we set out on this path in a world of 
growing displacement and migration. People forced 
from their homes by war, violence, poverty, drought, 
gentrification, and a swiftly changing climate are 
fighting for survival and searching for a refuge where 
they and their families can be safe.  Some in Kehilla 
are personally impacted, and many in our community 
are stepping up to help--by working to end structural 
violence, by challenging the economics underlying 
displacement, by offering loving personal support to 
immigrants and refugees, by fighting for policies that 
welcome immigrants and refugees, and by joining the 
struggle against deportation, targeting and 
discrimination against people who are undocumented.  
    As a community this year we will enter the inner 
landscape of exile and return.  We’ll encounter the 
stranger who dwells within us, and the stranger who 
dwells among us.  Together we will turn toward this 
tidal wave of displacement, expanding our capacity to 
welcome and support the growing number of 
immigrants and refugees in our midst.  As Torah 
teaches (Lev. 19:33-34), When a stranger resides with 
you in your land, you shall not wrong them.  The 
stranger who resides with you shall be to you as one of 
your citizens; you shall love them as yourself, for you 
were strangers in the land of Mitzrayim. 
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Coming Soon: Pronoun Stickers for Your Nametag 
by Hazzan Shulamit Wise Fairman, Lynn Bravewomon and Rabbi Dev Noily 

  
   As Davey Shlasko writes in the 
Trans*Ally Workbook, 
    “Most of the time, most people 
are on autopilot about pronouns. 
They call all women she, her and 
hers, and all men he, him and his. 
But being on autopilot doesn’t 
always work. Sometimes—
especially, but not only, when 
talking about trans* people—it can 
lead you to call someone a pronoun 
that isn’t what they’re usually 
called or what they want to be 
called.”  
     We are continuing to make 
Kehilla a more welcoming and 
inclusive space for all of our 
members.  All of us appreciate it 
when other people see us as who 
we are.  For  trans* people 
pronouns can be a constant source 
of being seen and affirmed when preferred pronouns 
are used by others; conversely the absence of 
accurate pronouns denies a critical piece of 
recognition and affirmation of identity. 
     Kehilla’s intention to build gender pronoun 
language in our community culture is part of gender-

inclusion efforts that reverse the 
invisibility caused when the wrong 
pronouns are used. 
     As a community of spiritual practice, 
it feels especially important that Kehilla 
be a place where everyone can be seen 
and affirmed in all of who we are.  So 
soon you’ll see a set of pronoun 
stickers next to our nametags. 
 Everyone has the option to add a 
pronoun sticker to your nametag, to let 
others know which pronouns you use.  
By using a sticker, cisgender people can 
support others in our community for 
whom “pronoun autopilot” doesn’t 
work well. 
     Whatever our gender identity, all of 
us have some experiences of resonance 
with the gender we were raised in, and 
some experiences of dissonance with 
the gender we were raised in.  We can 

all lean into those experiences to cultivate our 
compassion for ourselves and each other as we 
navigate this complex and shifting terrain of gender 
identity. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
    

    

A vocabulary moment: 

trans* refers to people whose 
gender identity is different from 

the gender identity they were 
assigned at birth, including 

people who are transgender, 
genderqueer, gender-

nonconforming, gender non-
binary, gender fluid, gender 

fabulous people. 

Cisgender refers to people 
whose gender identity is, for the 

most part, aligned with the 
gender they were assigned at 
birth and in which they were 

socialized. 

Kehilla Sings! 

 
         Interested in being part of a Kehilla Choir this Fall 
and Winter? We may offer this opportunity through 
our Adult Ed program with Bon Singer, a veteran 
cantor and synagogue choir director who has also 
directed Ya'Elah and Kitka.  
     PLEASE click on the following link and fill out a short 
questionnaire by Aug 28 to help us discern whether 
and how to move forward, and pass it on to your 
friends! 

 https://goo.gl/forms/Vd6jFONpn4IphBrK2 

https://goo.gl/forms/Vd6jFONpn4IphBrK2
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The Annual Kehilla Membership Retreat:  
Toward Further Improvements in Accessibility  

by Marilyn Golden & Don Stone 

In our debrief after another successful annual retreat, Kehilla’s Retreat Committee discussed how to achieve further 
improvements in the accessibility of the retreat to all members. Below is a report.  It addresses all dimensions of 
accessibility including affordability, access to the location, planning issues, and mobility access.  
 

Addressing Accessibility  at the Annual Kehilla Summer Retreat

     In the Retreat Committee’s debriefing of this year’s 
retreat, one focus of discussion has been about the 
accessibility challenges of Bort Meadow. There are 
various kinds of accessibility needs, including   
affordability, location, registration constraints, and 
physical mobility, all which contribute to the retreat 
location and experience being attractive and 
welcoming. 
     Affordability. We’ve had many comments that our 
past weekend retreats at retreat centers were out of 
the price range of many individuals and especially 
families—even with elective camping such as at Walker 
Creek Ranch.  
    Location issues: We have had requests for a location 
that is easy to get to on a Friday afternoon for people 
who want to camp the first night—and also for people 
who want make a round trip on Saturday. At Bort 
Meadow and at Walker Ranch, there is lack of cell 
phone reception. This can limit some members’ 
capacity to take part. Sometimes at Bort, there have 
been difficulties getting in and out of the locked gate 
when no one was on duty Friday.  
     Planning flexibility.  We need a site that is big 
enough that it does not require us to commit to a 
certain attendance well in advance. It helps to have 
flexibility that allows for final week commitment to 
attending, or even the day-of. Camping or easy 
commuting helps last minute planning and increases 
the numbers attending—about 25-30% of participants 
sign up or show up the last week. 
     Physical mobility. Challenges come with bumpiness 
or steepness of the terrain, any steps (none at Bort 
Meadow), accessibility to bathrooms (new Bort 
Meadow bathrooms are wheelchair accessible, though 
far from activities), parking availability, drop-off option 
for those needing it, and distance between the 
different stations—food, service, bathrooms, drop-off 
spot. We have had requests from people with mobility 
needs to have more accommodations so that they can 
attend either Bort Meadow, or another site.  
     Given these parameters, we are proceeding in the 
following manner: 

      *Reserve Bort Meadow for a weekend in July 2017 
(already have requested 7/14-16/2017, will hear back 
in late October if we got it). 
     *Tell anyone interested that we welcome their 
research on an alternative site that takes into account 
the factors mentioned above (our deposit for Bort 
Meadow, assuming we get our request, will be small 
enough to forfeit if we find a better site). 
     *Be proactive in responding to accessibility needs. 
Build into the reservation process a way to 
communicate specific needs and figure out best 
practices to meet them. For instance, the registration 
form/website will have a contact person for 
accessibility needs when we start to advertise next 
year’s retreat—Marilyn Golden may be filling this 
function. So coming up with solutions to specific needs 
can be creatively addressed well in advance. 
     Several congregants have already volunteered to 
assist with accessibility issues, including suggesting 
other sites/centers and being available to accompany 
individuals needing assistance to navigate at Bort 
Meadow, which is largely relatively flat, though the 
ground has a bumpy, uneven surface. 
     *Research alternative means of conveyance to 
transport individuals from point to point at the Bort 
Meadow site, possibly in ways that make use of the 
assistance from a volunteer. This research has already 
begun, with an initial finding that vehicles like golf carts 
are probably too expensive to own, rent, or transport 
from rental locations. Kehilla may have access to one 
or more ordinary wheelchairs that can be used. Or, all 
terrain wheelchairs may be one possibility. There may 
be other ways to deal with the bumpy terrain between 
the car turn-around and the dining tables that are not 
dependent upon volunteer assistance, and allow for 
more independent movement. 
     *Other concerns, suggestions, or ideas, regarding 
Kehilla Retreat accessibility issues or how to address 
them? Want to volunteer your assistance? 
     Contact either Marilyn Golden 
at mgolden@dredf.org, or Don Stone 
at donstone1@aol.com or 510-703-0073. 

mailto:mgolden@dredf.org,
mailto:donstone1@aol.com
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On the Origins of Kehilla: 
Social Justice 

                                                     by Rabbi Burt Jacobson 
Note: This is the fifth of a series of 
personal essays on the beginnings of 
Kehilla. Each article shares the 
origins of one or more of the ideals 
and/or values that motivated me to 
start Kehilla. The essays are adapted 

from the manuscript of the book I am in the process of 
completing, tentatively titled There is Only One Love: 
The Ba’al Shem Tov in the Modern World. 
     My passion for social justice came from my mother, 
Gert Jacobson. As the chairwoman of the Anti-
Defamation League in Cleveland during World War II, 
she tried to awaken the Jewish community to the Nazi 
atrocities in Europe. When our family moved to Texas 
in 1947, Gert became the chairwoman of the Anti-
Defamation League in San Antonio. In that capacity she 
worked with teachers in the public schools, instructing 
them on how to promote racial, ethnic and religious 
tolerance in their classrooms.  
     My mother’s commitment to social justice stemmed 
from her father, Ruby Goldberg. My grandfather, who 
was born in Romania, was a women’s tailor. A secular 
Yiddish-speaking Jew, he was strongly drawn to 
socialism. He became a negotiator for the International 
Ladies’ Garment Workers Union in New York. My 
mother remembered him coming home from the 
negotiations, infuriated by the tightfisted attitudes of 
the factory owners. He would go to the kitchen, pick up 
a carving knife and bang it repeatedly on the counter. 
“Those G… d…. bosses, those G… d…. bosses, they 
won’t give us a nickel! They won’t give us a nickel! 
      I did not hear that story until I was an adult, but I 
learned about the biblical prophets as a young student 
in the religious school of Temple Beth El in San 
Antonio. I came to admire the commitment of the 
Reform movement to social justice. 
       Yet, I did not study the words of the biblical 
prophets until I entered rabbinical school. In 1961, as a 
second-year student at the Jewish Theological 
Seminary, I took a seminar with Abraham Joshua 
Heschel on the prophets. By this time, Heschel was well 
on his way to becoming the most well-known Jewish 
religious thinker in the United States.  
       Heschel had completed his dissertation on the 
prophets in the late 1930s in Germany, just as the Nazi 
regime had come into power. In the late 1950s he 
decided to rewrite the book in English. The members of 

our seminar were privileged to read the galley proofs 
of The Prophets with him.  
    In the book’s introduction, Heschel wrote: 
     The things that horrified the prophets are even now 
daily occurrences all over the world. There is no society 
to which Amos’ words would not apply. 

Listen to this, you merchants who crush the 
poor,and trample on the needy! You who are 
thinking,“When will this New Moon festival  
finally be over so that we can sell our grain, and 
this Sabbath day, so we can market our wheat? 
Then we will tamper with the scales, making the 
bushel-measure smaller and the shekel-weight 
bigger. And then we can make slaves of the 
poor, buying them for their debt of a piece of 
silver or a pair of sandals, and we will even get 
paid for moldy wheat.”YHWH, the Pride of Israel, 
has sworn: ‘’I will never forget what you have 
done!’  Amos 8:4-7 

      Indeed, [Heschel continued] the sort of crimes and 
even the amount delinquency that fill the prophets of 
Israel with dismay do not go beyond that which we 
regard as normal, as typical ingredients of social 
dynamics. To us, a single act of injustice—cheating in 
business, exploitation of the poor—is slight; to the 
prophets, a disaster. To us injustice is injurious to the 
welfare of the people; to the prophets, it is a 
deathblow to existence; to us, an episode; to them, a 
catastrophe, a threat to the world.  
     Heschel’s prose was incandescent. I found his ability 
to enter the consciousness of the prophets utterly 
remarkable. As a result, the voices of the prophets 
have both stirred and haunted me throughout my life. 
     In the following years I found myself especially 
drawn to Amos, the first of the literary prophets, who 
focused almost exclusively on the necessity for social 
justice. Amos seemed totally relevant to the political 
climate of the late 1960s. Indeed, the Reverend Martin 
Luther King, Jr., who became Heschel’s friend and 
colleague, often cited Amos’ words. The day before he 
was assassinated in 1968, King delivered a speech in 
support of the striking sanitation workers in Memphis, 
in which he said:    

"Somehow the preacher must have a kind of fire 
shut up in his bones. And whenever injustice is 
around he must tell it. Somehow the preacher must  
[continued on next page] 
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On the Origins of Kehilla (continued) 
 
be an Amos, who said, “When God speaks, who can 
but prophesy?” Again with Amos, “Let justice roll 
down like waters and righteousness like a mighty 
stream.”  

       In the late 1960s I taught classes about Amos and 
his message to both high school students and adults. I 
emphasized the prophet’s fiery denunciations of 
corruption, wealth, luxury, perversion of justice and 
superficial religion.  

       As I thought about starting a synagogue in the early 
1980s, the fierce voice of Amos called out to me. I felt 
that this radical prophet of justice simply had to be 
given a platform in a city like Berkeley, which had been 
strongly identified with rapid social change, civic 
unrest, and political upheaval in the 1960s and ‘70s. 
The political Left was still robust and there were 
moral/political issues— the Israel-Palestine conflict, 
nuclear weapons, central American refugees—that 
cried out to be dealt with from a prophetic religious 
perspective. 

 
Thank you for Your Generosity 

 

Bar/Bat Mitvah Program 
Susan Coto McKenna and Rafael Coto 

General Fund 
Jane Weisbin and Charles Reilly 

Nueva Esperanza Accompaniment Teams (NEAT) 
Hope Friedman 
Irene McPhail 

Carolyn Schour 
Herbert Salomon and Marcia Liberson 

Simone Masson 
Lisa Rothman 
Ralph Silber 

Sandy Vaughn 
And members of Kehilla's three Accompaniment Teams 

Rabbi's Discretionary Fund 
David Levine and Laurel Zien

All Congregants Deserve A Safe Home 

If you or anyone in your home is experiencing: 
     >Child abuse  
     >Elder abuse  
     >Dependent adult abuse  
     >Teen dating violence 
     >Intimate partner violence (domestic violence) 
    The Kehilla Committee Against Abuse (CAA), working along side the Spiritual Life Practices Committee (SLPC), is 
here to help you become or remain safe.   If you are experiencing any kind of abuse, please call: Steven Falk, long-
time Kehilla member, at (510) 708-0517; Julie Patrusky, experienced domestic violence counselor and long-time 
Kehilla member, at (510) 528-0299; or Rabbi David at (510) 547-2424 x103.   Call the Shalom Bayit (Peace in the 
Home) helpline for counseling and advocacy for teen dating violence and domestic violence issues at: (866) SHALOM-
7 (742-5667) toll-free within the Bay Area or (510) 451-7233 (SAFE) outside the Bay Area.



 24 

 
 

 

 

 

 

September 2016 
Fri., Sept. 2, NO Kabbalat Shabbat service tonight. 
Please join us on Friday night, Sept 16.  

Sat., Sept 3, 10:30am, Elul Shabbat Service on the 
Marina – Rosh Chodesh. Yes, it is one month to go to 
Rosh Hashanah and at this special outdoor service on 
the Marina we will celebrate the New Moon of Elul 
which includes Hallel, the musical holiday celebration 
prayers, led by Beth Dickinson. Discussion led by Rabbi 
David on our High Holy Day theme on our how our 
work on immigration and refugees connects to our 
Jewish path. Check the website for location. Bring a 
chair with you and prepare to dress warmly. Kiddush to 
follow.  Please bring vegetarian finger foods to share, if 
you are able.  

Tues., Sept. 6, 7:30pm. Middle East Peace Committee 
Meeting. Back classroom. 

Wed., Sept. 7, 7:50am Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room. (Enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview.)  Doors open at 7:50 a.m., 
short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30, 
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. 

Wed., Sept. 7, 6:30pm  Spiritual Life Practices 
Committee Meeting.  Fireside Room. 

Thurs., Sept. 8, 4-6pm. Kehilla School. Please enter 
through the kitchen door. 

Thurs., Sept. 8, 6:30pm. "700 Benches: 
Experiencing Biblical Hebrew." Taught by Jenna Kemp 
First class of the series.. (See details on p. 10)  

Fri., Sept. 9, 6:30pm, Friday Night Peace Walk with 
Rabbi David and OCO. This is an easy opportunity to 
really be part of the movement for peace in our own 
community led by Oakland Community Organizations’ 
Ceasefire campaign. Rabbi David has affirmed to OCO 
that we will try to have at least ten Kehilla folk join him 
at these walks for community peace.. The campaign is 
many-sided, including the training and mobilization of 
neighborhood peace interveners, the retraining of 
police, and a weekly peace walk with local 
congregations to support a “culture of peace and 
healing” in neighborhoods at risk. Rabbi David reports 
that he has done this about 10 times and it is an 

especially nice way to meet people from across the 
spectrum of Oakland communities.Meet inside First 
Mt. Sinai Church, 1970 86th Ave. For info, call 510-606-
5064.    

Sat., Sept. 10, 10am. Chai Elul Shabbat and New 
Member Welcome. Join our “Bima Team” for a 
spirited, musical service as we immerse in the month of 
Elul and prepare for the High Holy Days. Our newest 
members will receive a special honor during the Torah 
service, and we’ll kick off the morning with Ketzev 
Kehilla, our prayerful percussion orchestra. Come one, 
come all! Children most welcome! Vegetarian potluck 
luncheon to follow. Please bring a vegetarian dish to 
share.  Kiddush also sponsored by Ruth Goldstone & 
James Eder in honor of Ruth's mother Merle S. 
Goldstone's yartzheit. 

Mon., Sept. 12, 7pm. Book Discussion Group. We will 
discuss The Fixer by Bernard Malamud. Fireside Room. 
(See p. 8 for details.) 

Mon., Sept. 12, 7:30pm. Conversion Group. Buber 
Room. (See p. 10 for details.) 

Tues., Sept. 13, 7pm. Generosity Committee meeting. 
Fireside Room. 

Wed., Sept. 14, 7:50am Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room. (Enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview.)  Doors open at 7:50 a.m., 
short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30, 
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. 

Thurs., Sept. 15, 4-6pm. Kehilla School. Please enter 
through the kitchen door. 

Thurs., Sept. 15, 6:30pm. "700 Benches: 
Experiencing Biblical Hebrew." Taught by Jenna Kemp. 
(See details on p. 10.)  

Fri., Sept. 16, 5:30-7:30pm Solar Lights for Gaza 
Fundraiser and Pre-Shabbat Potluck: This is a special 
pre-Shabbat Service gathering and potluck meal 
organized by Kehilla’s Greening Committee and Middle 
East Peace Committee. The purpose is to raise 
tzedakah for Rebuilding Alliance’s project to provide 
solar lights for the residents of Gaza where electricity is 

Kehilla Community Synagogue 
1300 Grand Avenue (at Fairview) 

Piedmont, CA  94610 
(510) 547-2424 

Please come fragrance-free to all Kehilla events, 
for the health of people with respiratory conditions 

and chemical sensitivities. 
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often available for only four or five hours in a day. This 
is especially needed by children who would otherwise 
study at night by hazardous candle or kerosene light. 
(See article p. 8 .) Guest speaker: Donna Baranski-
Walker, founder of Rebuilding Alliance. We will have a 
Potluck Dinner in the Social Hall starting at 5:30.  Please 
bring a vegetarian or fish dish to share.  

Fri., Sept. 16, 7:30pm, Kabbalat Shabbat with Hazzan 
Shulamit, Julie Nesnansky, and Beth Dickinson. Join us 
for a soulful and spirited musical evening to welcome in 
the joy and peace of Shabbat.  Kiddush to follow. 
Please bring veggie finger foods to share! 

Sat., Sept. 17, 10:30am, Elul Shabbat Service with our 
Chevra Kadisha, at Kehilla led by Rabbi David, Hazzan 
Shulamit, and Julie Nesnansky. Celebrating the 
completion of our “Sh’mira Readings Project.” Sh’mira 
is the ritual of staying with the body of the deceased in 
the period preceding the funeral during which the 
shomer (“guardian”) traditionally reads from the book 
of psalms. For our members when they do Sh’mira, 
Kehilla’s Chevra Kadisha has assembled readings from 
innovative and interpretive translations of the psalms 
some of which we will read at this service. We will have 
a short Torah reading that morning with one aliyah. 
Deuteronomy 22:6-12. If you want to chant this, email 
Rabbi David.  In the Fireside Room. Kiddush sponsored 
by the Chevra Kadisha. 

Sat., Sept. 17, 3:30-6:30pm. Kehilla High Holy Days Art 
Reception. Fireside Room and throughout the building. 
(See announcement, p.4 for details.) 

Sun., Sept. 18, 3:30-7pm. A Community Forum on the 
Movement for Black Lives Platform Study & 
Conversation. With Kehilla leaders, staff, and 
members.  (See article, p. 9 for details.) Buber Room. 

Sun., Sept. 18, 1- 3 pm, “We Are the Bridge” Exhibit 
Reception at Osher Marin JCC in San Rafael. Sponsored 
by the Faith Trio (Kehilla, Islamic Cultural Center, 
Montclair Presbyterian). Includes at least two artists 
who are Kehilla members, Lea Delson and Susan 
Freundlich. 200 North San Pedro Rd. San Rafael 94903. 

Sun., Sept. 18, 2pm.  Yoga for Renewal. Rooted in 
Jewish Mystical Teachings. With Julie Emden of Jewish 
LearningWorks.  Co-sponsored by Kehilla.  4th Street 
Yoga, 1809C 4th Street, Berkeley, CA 94710. $25 Public 
/$20 members of co-sponsoring organizations. 
Register: tinyurl.com/yoga918.  

Sun., Sept. 18, 4pm. "Drumming As Prayer" class with 
Debbie Fier. Fireside Room. (See p. _ for details.) 

Wed., Sept. 21, 7:50am Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room (Enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview)  Doors open at 7:50 a.m., 

short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30, 
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. 

Wed., Sept. 21, 7pm. "Drumming As Prayer" class with 
Debbie Fier. Fireside Room. (See p. 11 for details.) 

Thurs., Sept. 22, 4-6pm. Kehilla School. Please enter 
through the kitchen door. 

Thurs., Sept. 22, 6:30pm. "700 Benches: 
Experiencing Biblical Hebrew." Taught by Jenna Kemp. 
Back classroom, main floor. (See details on p. 10.)  

Fri., Sept. 23,  6:-9:00 Bar/Bat Mitzvah Shabbat 
Celebration: This evening is for all Bar Bat Mitzvah 
family members and is a required part of the BBM 
Program. Come to the synagogue to welcome in the 
new school year and the New Year with a festive 
Shabbat evening. We will begin with a short table 
service followed by a vegetarian potluck.   Fireside 
Room & Sanctuary. 

Fri., Sept. 23,  6:30pm Tot Shabbat.  For babies and 
children up to 5 years old (or older if they enjoy it) and 
their grown-ups. Led by Jen Miriam Kantor, Alon 
Altman and Jen’s puppet friends. Please bring a 
vegetarian potluck dish.  Social Hall. Childcare will be 
provided upon request. 

Sat., Sept. 24, No Shabbat Morning service – Join us 
tonight for Pre-Holy Days Ingathering. 

Sat., Sept. 24. The Bird of Many Colors: A Pre-Holy 
Days Ingathering: 7:15pm schmooze with 
refreshments in the Social Hall, program begins at 8pm.  
Gather with us one week before Rosh Hashanah, as we 
turn together toward the Days of Awe. This year, rather 
than observing Selichot with a service, all are welcome 
to an evening of community, music, stories, meditation 
and reflection.  Join us in the social hall for a little nosh 
and socializing, followed by a program led by the 
Kehilla spiritual leadership and musical prayer leaders, 
as we focus our awareness and maybe set some 
intention for our experience of the holy days.   If you 
are new to Kehilla, or to Kehilla’s observance of the 
High Holydays, this evening is a lovely way to begin the 
experience.  If you’re accustomed to the Selichot 
services of the last few years, you’ll find a similar 
opportunity in this program for settling into intention 
and reflection. 

Sun., Sept. 25, 8:15am-4pm, ROPES course for Bar/Bat 
Mitzvah Students. Students will carpool together to 
the spectacular Fort Miley for a day of fun, adventure 
and an exploration of team building activities. BBM 
families will receive more information about this in the 
mail. 
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Sun., Sept. 25, 1:15-3:30 pm. Interfaith Environmental 
Activity with the Faith Trio (Kehilla, Islamic Cultural 
Center, Montclair Presbyterian). This interfaith activity 
involves removing non-native plants in Joaquin Miller 
Park. Four more volunteers from Kehilla are still 
needed. To volunteer, call Lea Delson 510-528-6725. 

Sun., Sept. 25, 9am. Joyfully Jewish for 
Kindergarteners. Back classroom, main floor. 

Sun., Sept. 25, 5pm. "Mrs. Reiff and the Counterfeit 
Shop," a staged play reading by Stephanie Anne 
Johnson. Sponsored by Kehilla. A touching portrait of 
the friendship between a Black teenager and a 
Holocaust survivor in the 1960s.(See details, p. 6.) 

Tues., Sept. 27, 6:45pm. (Dinner at 6:15)  Board of 
Trustees Meeting. All are welcome. Fireside  Room. 

Wed., Sept. 28, 7:50am Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room. (Enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview.)  Doors open at 7:50 a.m., 
short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30, 
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. 

Thurs., Sept. 29, 4-6pm. Kehilla School. Please enter 
through the kitchen door. 

Thurs., Sept. 29, 6:30pm. "700 Benches: 
Experiencing Biblical Hebrew." Taught by Jenna Kemp. 
Back classroom, main floor. (See details on p. 10.)  

Fri., Sept. 30.  No Services. 
 

October 2016 
Sat., Oct. 1, 10:30am, Elul Shabbat Service at Kehilla 
with Sharon Grodin and Julie Nesnanksy, a smaller 
service in the Fireside Room, with music and reflection.   
  
Sun., Oct. 2, 6:30pm, Erev Rosh Hashanah services at 
Scottish Rite Center, 1547 Lakeside Drive, Oakland.  For 
both adults and children, start at 6:30pm. Sermon by 
Rabbi Dev.  
 
Mon., Oct. 3. Rosh Hashanah services. SERVICES WILL 
END before 12:45! at Scottish Rite Center, 1547 
Lakeside Drive, Oakland. Our leaders are determined to 
conclude the service  in time for tashlich and lunch at a 
reasonable hour. 
8:30 – 9:15am. Silent Meditation Space - 3rd Floor 
9:30am – 12:40pm. Main Rosh Hashanah Morning 
Service, beginning with Ketzev Kehilla with Kehilla’s 
Spiritual Leaders, Hazzan Shulamit and our Musical 
Prayer Leaders 
10:00 – 11:15am. Family and Youth Service with Rabbi 
Dev Noily, Sandra Razieli, Natalie Boskin, and Musical 

Prayer Leader Beth Dickinson and surprise guests! 
Children, teens and adults welcome. 

10:15 - 11:15am. Rosh Hashanah Toddler Services with 
Jen Miriam and Alon Altman. Geared towards babies, 
tots, and kids up to 5 years olds and their grown ups or 
families. 
12:45-12:55pm, Tashlich at Lake Merritt (across the 
street from services) with Rabbi David. 

 Tues., Oct. 4, 9:30am-12:30pm, Second Day Rosh 
Hashanah Services at Kehilla, 1300 Grand Avenue, 
Piedmont, with Rabbi Chaya Gusfield and Eve Decker. 
Kehilla Sanctuary. Receive the replenishment of 
contemplative song, story, and silence. Rabbi Chaya 
Gusfield and Buddhist teacher and musician Eve Decker 
use the beautiful complement of Jewish and Buddhist 
teachings, music, and spiritual practices to delve deeply 
into the essence of this holy day. A more intimate 
service for the second day. 

Wed., Oct. 5, 7:50am Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room. (Enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview.)  Doors open at 7:50 a.m., 
short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30, 
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. 

Wed., Oct. 5, 6:30pm. Spiritual Life Practices 
Committee meeting. Fireside Room. 

Wed., Oct. 5, 7:30pm. Middle East Peace Committee 
Meeting. Fireside Room. 

Thurs., Oct. 6. No Kehilla School. 

Fri., Oct. 7, 7:30pm. NO Kabbalat Shabbat services. 
Please join us for Shabbat Shuva on Saturday morning, 
Oct 8. Our next Kabbalat Shabbat service with Hazzan 
Shulamit will be on November 4.   

Sat., Oct. 8, 10:30am. Shabbat Shuva Service at 
Kehilla.  Join Howard Hamburger and Julie Nesnansky 
for the special Shabbat service situated within the Ten 
Days of Awe. We take the themes of the High Holydays 
and we explore them in the context of Shabbat in a 
smaller service context. Kiddush sponsored by Beth 
Weinberger in memory of her mother, Frieda 
Weinberger, and by Amy Bat Tzipora in memory of her 
beloved Bubbies, Zaydies, mother and father. 

Mon., Oct. 10, 7pm.  Book Discussion Group.  We will 
discuss Mystics of Mile End by Sigal Samuel. Fireside 
Room. 

Tues., Oct. 11, 6:30pm. Kol Nidre Service (for grown 
ups) at Scottish Rite Center, 1547 Lakeside Drive, 
Oakland. Judaism’s most cherished prayer sung once a 
year, Kol Nidre, kicks off a day of collective 
introspection. Sermon by Rabbi David. 
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 Tues., Oct. 11, 6:30pm. Family Kol Nidre Service (for 
children and family) at Kehilla, 1300 Grand Avenue, 
Piedmont Led by Rabbi Dev Noily & Lior Ben-Hur.  
Geared toward children ages 6-12.  Children of all ages 
and adults welcome. 

Tues., Oct. 11, 6:30pm, Toddler Kol Nidre Service (for 
babies and tots) at Kehilla, 1300 Grand Avenue, 
Piedmont Led by Jen Miriam and Alon Altman.  A 
musical, spiritual journey geared toward kids up to 5 
years old and their grown ups.  

Wed., Oct. 12. Yom Kippur Morning Services 
at Scottish Rite Center, 1547 Lakeside Drive, Oakland 
8:30am- 9:15am, Silent Meditation Space 
9:30am,  Main Yom Kippur Morning Service 
10:00am- 11:00am, Youth Services  (6th - 8th grades) 

 Wed., Oct. 12. Yom Kippur Afternoon/Evening 
Services & Activities at Kehilla, 1300 Grand Avenue, 
Piedmont 
2:00- 4:30pm Drop off potluck offerings at Kehilla (or 
bring them at 7:45pm) 
2:30-3:30 pm Workshops 
4:30 pm Yizkor (Remembrance of those who died) 
5:15 pm Rabbi Burt sermon, Healing Service & 
Dukhanen (Priestly blessings) 
6:30 pm Ne’ila (Closing the Gates) 
8:00pm-9:30pm Community Pot Luck Break-Fast at 
Kehilla. Please bring a vegetarian main dish to share. 
Food can be dropped off at Kehilla between 2:00 & 
4:30 p.m., or at 7:45 p.m. 

Thurs., Oct. 13. No Kehilla School. 

Fri., Oct. 14, 6:30pm, Friday Night Peace Walk with 
OCO. Usually Rabbi David is on these walks but may be 
out of town this weekend. But Kehilla people have 
been coming, so it would be great to continue to have 
our shul’s participation in David’s absence. This is an 
easy opportunity to really be part of the movement for 
peace in our own community led by Oakland 
Community Organizations’ Ceasefire campaign. The 
campaign is many-sided including the training and 
mobilization of neighborhood peace interveners, the 
retraining of police, and a weekly peace walk with local 
congregations to support a “culture of peace and 
healing” in neighborhoods at risk. The neighbors there 
support these walks and it has always been peaceful 
and friendly. It’s a nice way to meet people from across 
the spectrum of Oakland communities who support 
Ceasefire efforts. Meet inside First Mt. Sinai Church, 
1970 86th Ave. For info, call 510-606-5064.   

Sat. Oct. 15, 10:30am. Shabbat Service with Sharon 
Grodin and Beth Dickinson. As we read the poem that 
comprises parashat Haazinu (Deuteronomy 32), we can 

see the influence of the theology of the prophets on 
this chapter. Of course, the prophets were centuries 
after Moses, so this is a much later insert into the 
Torah with a very different way of seeing God. What 
was this theology and how does it connect to later 
Jewish spirituality and to our social activism today? We 
will especially look at Deuteronomy 32:37-40. Kiddush 
to follow. Bring a veggy potluck dish to share. Fireside 
Room. 

Sun., Oct. 16, 11am-1pm. Kehilla Neighborhood 
Brunches. 

Sun., Oct. 16, 5:30pm. Chai Mitzvah Group. Back 
classroom, main floor.   (See details, p. 11.)  

Mon., Oct. 17, 7-9pm. Community Discussion of Ballot 
Propositions and Local Measures.  Sponsored by the 
Economic Justice Committee, the Greening Committee 
and Anti-Death Penalty Action Group. Social Hall. (See 
article, p. 17.) 

Mon., Oct. 17, 6:30pm. "Elements of Magical Judaism" 
class. Taught by Jude Elfe & Jonathan Furst. Sanctuary.  
(See p. 12 for details.) 

Wed., Oct. 19, 7:50am Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room. (Enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview.)  Doors open at 7:50 a.m., 
short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30, 
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. 

Wed., Oct. 19, 7pm. Economic Justice Committee 
Meeting. Social Hall. 

Thurs., Oct. 20, 4-6pm. Kehilla School. Please enter 
through the kitchen door. 

Fri., Oct. 21, 6:30pm, Sukkot Shabbat Friday Evening 
Potluck in the Sukkah. Bring the whole family and join 
us for a Sukkot dinner in the Sukkah (and/or Social 
Hall). This is not a ritual-heavy event – our major 
purpose is to celebrate and be happy, which is the very 
purpose the Torah describes for the holiday. We’ll do a 
few blessings, then a potluck dinner, conversation, 
perhaps a chance for kids to make sukkah decorations, 
and then, as you choose to, do the ritual of blessing the 
lulav palm frond and shaking in blessing to all the 
world’s directions with Rabbi David. At Kehilla 
Remember: Bring a veggy potluck dish to share and be 
joyous. 

Sat., Oct. 22, 10:30am. Sukkot Shabbat with Special 
Procession.  Appropriate for everyone in the family. 
Join Rabbi David & Julie Nesnansky as we celebrate 
Sukkot with a joyous musical service and processions 
(“hakafot”) with lulav followed by Kiddush in the 
sukkah. Bring veggie finger food to share. 
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Mon. Oct. 24. Simchat Torah Celebration at Chochmat 
HaLev  2215 Prince St., Berkeley at Fulton. 
Join with all the Bay Area Renewal communities for a 
night of sacred and ecstastic dancing to live music and 
special Torah chanting to celebrate the conclusion of 
our High Holy Day journey.    
6:00pm  Special Kids Celebration with Jen Miriam and 
Alon Altman, dance and sing around the Torah with  
puppets, music and friends 
6:30pm Vegetarian potluck dinner 
7:00 pm Maariv, Dancing and Torah service with the 
Shirat HaLev Musicians 
9:30 pm- Kiddush and refreshments 
Donation:  Members of participating organizations: 
$15-10   General Public $20-15   Children: $5 

Tues., Oct. 25, 6:45pm. (Dinner at 6:15)  Board of 
Trustees Meeting. All are welcome. Fireside  Room. 

Wed., Oct. 26, 7:50am Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room. (Enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview.)  Doors open at 7:50 a.m., 
short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30, 
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. 

Wed., Oct. 26, 7pm. A Class in the Poetic Word. Taught 
by Lenore Weiss. Fireside Room. (See p. 12 for details.) 

Thurs., Oct. 27, 4-6pm.  Kehilla School. Please enter 
through the kitchen door. 

Thurs., Oct. 27, 6:30pm. "700 Benches: 
Experiencing Biblical Hebrew." Taught by Jenna Kemp. 
(See details on p. 10)  

Fri., Oct. 28, 6:30pm, Tot Shabbat. For children up to 5 
years old (or older if they enjoy it) and their grown-ups. 
Led by Jen Miriam Kantor, Alon Altman and Jen’s 
puppet friends. Please bring a vegetarian potluck dish. 
In the Social Hall. 

Sat., Oct 29, 10:30am.  Shabbat Service and Torah 
Study with Rabbi David and Beth Dickinson. Here we go 
again! We are starting the Torah anew from the first 
parasha of the Torah. We will be looking at the mythic 
Garden of Eden story and how it has been 
reinterpreted in traditional and modern midrash (such 
as by Lilith Magazine and John Steinbeck). During the 
service, rather than chanting the Torah we will study 

and discuss Chapter 3 of Genesis. Followed by Kiddush. 
Bring veggie finger food to share. 

Sat., Oct.29, 9am. 30th annual Harmony Walk/Run to 
End Homelessness in Richmond, hosted by the Greater 
Richmond Interfaith Program (GRIP). Check-in 9:30am. 
Walk begins 10:30am.The web address with a link to 
our team page & further details will be provided in the 
Kehilla weekly e-mails. You can walk or run for as 
much, or as little, a distance as you want.  And, there 
will be a festival in the park after the walk. (See 
announcement, p. 14.) 

Sun., Oct. 30, 2:30-5:00, (1) Nuts and Bolts Workshop 
for Parents & (2) Interactive Discussion with Shalom 
Bayit for Bar/Bat Mitzvah Students 
(1) is required for parents, (2) is highly recommended 
for Students 
   Parents who have previously gone through the 
program will be coming to and share their nuts and 
bolts experiences about planning for the whole year, 
including sharing details about how to keep things 
organized, as well as kiddush and party planning. 
Simultaneously, Zephira Derblich-Milea from Shalom 
Bayit will be presenting her award-winning workshop, 
“Love Shouldn’t Hurt.” www.shalom-bayit.org/teen 
In this workshop, students will have the opportunity to 
learn and discuss about how to build and maintain 
healthy relationships.    
For questions or to request childcare for BBM related 
activities, contact sandra@kehillasynagogue.org.  

Mon., Oct. 31, 6:30-9:30pm. "Elements of Magical 
Judaism" class. Taught by Jude Elfe & Jonathan Furst. 
Sanctuary.  (See p. 12 for details.) 

Sat., Nov. 5, 6:45pm. Annual Harvest Dinner of the 
Faith Trio (Kehilla, Islamic Cultural Center, Montclair 
Presbyterian). Come early at 6:15 if you would like to 
be present at the Muslim evening prayer. Followed by 
multi-faith blessings before dinner. Designated potluck: 
Kehilla members bring veggy salads (fish okay). 
Muslims, Jews and Christians eating together and an 
opportunity to discuss the subject of the evening: 
Solidarity: A Spiritual Necessity. At the Islamic Cultural 
Center, 1433 Madison Street, Oakland. 
 

 
  

http://www.shalom-bayit.org/teen
mailto:sandra@kehillasynagogue.org.
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Kehilla Community Synagogue 
Please use the following number for all staff:  (510) 547-2424 

Co-Rabbi, David J. Cooper 
Rabbidavid@kehillasynagogue.org 

Co-Rabbi, Dev Noily  
RabbiDev@kehillasynagogue.org 

Executive Director,  Michael Saxe-Taller 
Michael@kehillasynagogue.org 

Managing Director, Beth Bittle 
Beth@kehillasynagogue.org 

Hazzan Shulamit Wise Fairman 
Shulamit@kehillasynagogue.org 

Bar/Bat Mitvzah Program Director, Sandra Razieli 
Sandra@kehillasynagogue.org 

Founding Rabbi, Burt Jacobson   (510) 283-5704 
RabBurt@earthlink.net 
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Communications Coordinator,  
Sasha Gottfried 
Sasha@kehillasynagogue.org 

Youth Programs Coordinator,  
Natalie Boskin  
Natalie@kehillasynagogue.org 

Bookkeeper, Molly Melamed 
Molly@kehillasynagogue.org 

Events Line: 

Fax: (510) 547-2442 

Chevra Kadisha: 
Jane Hoberman: 510-843-6047 

Committee Against Abuse: 
Steven Falk: 510-339-0517 

Spiritual Life Practices Committee Chair:  
Shoshana Finacom 
Spirituallife@kehillasynagogue.org 
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              High Holy Days 5777/2016 
                     Seeking Shelter in the Days of Awe:  
            Immigrants and Refugees, Longing and Home 
                                                    by Rabbi Dev Noily 

     In March of this year a 
group of Kehilla members 
working on immigration 
issues called a meeting to 
connect people in our 
community who are involved 

in all kinds of work and service with immigrants and 
refugees, and the laws and policies affecting them. 
    Here are some of the ways people who came to the 
meeting are engaged: 

 Working with Nueva Esperanza to form 
accompaniment teams who provide direct 
support to newly arrived Central American 
immigrants; 

 Supporting LGBT refugees through the Jewish 
Family and Community Services of the East 
Bay LGBT refugee resettlement program ; 

 Working with Jewish Voice for Peace doing 
neighborhood canvassing focused on 
welcoming refugees and ending Muslim 
profiling; 

 Participating in monthly vigils at the ICE West 
County Detention Facility to support 
immigrant detainees and their families; 

 Exploring Kehilla's potential to be a sanctuary 
synagogue for those who face deportation; 

 Providing legal or counseling services to 
immigrants; 

 Providing direct or financial support for Syrian 
and other refugees in Europe, through the 
Hebrew Immigrant Aid Society (HIAS) and 
other agencies; 

 Working with the East Bay Interfaith 
Immigration Coalition; 

 Providing support to Syrian refugees coming 
to the U.S. 

    I left that meeting inspired and moved by the 
incredible energy among people in the Kehilla 
community.  There are so many ways that so many 
people are supporting immigrants and refugees, 

fighting against deportations and human rights 
abuses, and advocating for policy changes that reflect 
our commitment to welcome people who are fleeing 
war, persecution and social and economic turmoil.   
    One thing that came up at the meeting was the 
need to let more people know about the work that’s 
happening, and to help more people join in.  How 
could we get word out about where contributions are 
needed and how people contribute—whether 
someone has an occasional few hours or dollars to 
give, or has housing to share, or can offer an ongoing 
gift of time? 
    When the Spiritual Leadership team (Rabbi David, 
Hazzan Shulamit, Avi Rose, Rabbi Burt, Howard 
Hamburger, Sandra Razieli, Sharon Grodin and myself) 
met to consider our theme for this year’s High Holy 
Days, “immigrants and refugees” emerged as a 
compelling choice.  We saw at least a trio of 
interconnected reasons to dig into this ground:  (1) the 
urgent humanitarian and justice issues underlying the 
unprecedented migration underway, (2) the energy 
already flowing in Kehilla to address the crises, and (3) 
the potential for our coming together for High Holy 
Days to help more people respond to the crises.  
    One more reason to let ourselves be guided by this 
theme is its profoundly rich spiritual terrain.  
Experiences of seeking refuge, migrating, yearning for 
home and offering harbor and kindness to those 
fleeing from danger open up the big questions that all 
of us sometimes face in moments of stillness.  What is 
the sense of disorientation, separateness or apartness 
that we sometimes feel? How do we come to be at 
home in the world and in ourselves? What is our 
longing for connection and at-one-ment—where does 
it come from, and where can it lead us? What are our 
personal and communal histories of migration and 
how do they shape us? How can we move toward 
harmony and balance between our unique individual 
experience and our shared connection to all that is? 

[continued on p. 19]
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Renew Your Membership Now! 
    Kehilla members in good standing will automatically 

receive complimentary admission to High Holy Day 
services when you renew your membership for 2015-16.  

Your admission to High Holy Day services will be your 
name at the door, along with your name tag.  

    To renew your membership, please visit our website at 
www.KehillaSynagogue.org.     

 

Discounts 
On First-Time Membership 

    We are offering a discount on membership dues 
through December 1, 2016. Dues are $200 for Adults 
under 30, and $660 for Adults 30 and over, and will 
include tickets to all High Holy Day services. Conversely, 
any payment made for High Holy Day tickets can be 
applied to the cost of membership. Payment plans can be 
arranged. 

   Visit the website at www.KehillaSynagogue.org and 
click on “JOIN” for more information, or  contact Sasha at 
(510) 547-2424 x100 or Sasha@KehillaSynagogue.org.   

 

 

High Holy Day Tickets  
for the General Public 

Tickets to services  for the general public can be 
ordered on the website at 

http://kehillasynagogue.org/highholydays/  

Tickets will also be available 
 for purchase at the door. 

High Holy Days Schedule 
The Bird of Many Colors:  

A Pre-Holy Days Ingathering 
Saturday, September 24  

Social hour at 7:15, Program at 8pm 

Erev Rosh Hashanah at Scottish Rite Center  
Sunday, October 2, 6:30pm  

Rosh Hashanah at Scottish Rite Center  
Monday, October 3, 9:30am  

Rosh Hashanah Family & Youth Service 
 at Scottish Rite Center 
Monday, October 3, 10am 

Rosh Hashanah Toddler Services 
at Scottish Rite Center 

Monday, October 3, 10:15am 

Second Day Rosh Hashanah at Kehilla  
Tuesday, October 4, 9:30am 

Shabbat Shuvah at Kehilla 
Saturday, October 8, 10:30am 

Kol Nidre at Scottish Rite Center 
 Tuesday, October 11, 6:30pm  

Kol Nidre Family Service at Kehilla  
Tuesday, October 11, 6:30pm 

Kol Nidre Toddler Service at Kehilla  
Tuesday, October 11, 6:30pm 

Yom Kippur Day at Scottish Rite Center  
Wednesday, October 12, 9:30am  

Yom Kippur Youth Service for 6th-8th Graders 
at Scottish Rite Center 

Wednesday, October 12, 10am 

Yom Kippur Afternoon/Evening at Kehilla 
Wednesday, October 12 

2:00-4:30pm: Drop off potluck offerings* 
2:30-3:30pm: Workshops 

 4:30pm: Yizkor (Remembrance) 
5:15pm: Rabbi Burt Teaching, Healing Service & Dukhanen  

6:30pm: Ne’ila (Closing the Gates) 
8pm: Community Potluck Break-fast 

*Please bring a vegetarian main dish to share. Food can be 
dropped off at Kehilla between 2:00 & 4:30pm or at 7:45pm 

 

 

KKeehhiillllaa  HHiigghh  HHoollyy  DDaayyss  
22001166//55777777 

http://www.KehillaSynagogue.org.
http://www.KehillaSynagogue.org
mailto:Sasha@KehillaSynagogue.org.
http://kehillasynagogue.org/highholydays/
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Executively Speaking  
A New Year: Looking Ahead 

                                         by Michael Saxe-Taller, Executive Director 
      

       It is again that time of the Jewish 
cycle when we reflect on the past year    
and imagine the one that is coming.   
     This year, my first full Jewish year at 
Kehilla, was filled with important 

moments and solid growth for us as a congregation. We 
finished the year a stronger, more cohesive community. 
We have increased our membership, solidified our 
finances, updated our technology, prepared for an 
upcoming rabbinic transition and developed even more 
committed congregant leaders (for specifics, see my June 
Kol Kehilla article at http://kehillasynagogue.org/oh-
what-a-year/. I think we can be proud of all that we did 
to strengthen our community and to make constructive 
change in the communities around us. 
     I am jazzed for the year that is coming up. We enter 
the year planted on firm ground,  prepared to face the 
next important set of challenges for us as a community. I 
think these include: 
     Caring for our building – Our physical home is in need 
of some significant repair. In addition, we want our 
building to be more accessible and more welcoming to 
our own community and to those who join us.  
     Completing our Rabbinic transition – Rabbis David and 
Dev will be serving as Co-Rabbis for this year until the  

 
next stage of the transition occurs in July 2017. We will 
have many chances to appreciate Rabbi David for his 
years of work and to prepare for Rabbi Dev’s step into 
the senior rabbinic role. We will also be searching for a 
dynamic new Director of Kehilla School to join our Kehilla 
leadership team.  
     Addressing the issues of a growing community – 
Kehilla grew by 25 member households in the past year 
and we have reason to think that we will continue to 
grow this year as well. We will need to put attention to 
welcoming our new members, as well as to how we 
maintain our intimacy and individual care while we grow. 
     Thinking about our next 5-10 years – As our present 
day situation has become stable, we now have the 
opportunity to image our future as a congregation and to 
strategize and prioritize the steps that will get us there.    
The Kehilla Board and many of our other committees will 
have opportunities to do this kind of thinking. 
     I am excited for the opportunity to engage with you 
this year on these issues and on the many other aspects 
of Kehilla life.  
     May we all have a sweet year of working, building, 
growing and celebrating together as a community. 
L’Shana Tova

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

It's Membership Renewal Time! 

    It is time again for you to renew your annual Kehilla dues pledge. 

     We are excited to have a new membership renewal and registration process, a result of another one of our 
year’s major accomplishments - a new, upgraded database. We now have one form that is used for membership 
renewals, new memberships and religious school registrations. The form will combine all fees and allow you to 
set up a payment plan. We will also be able to automatically update your contact information into the database.  

     We strongly encourage everyone to renew their membership electronically. If you need a paper registration 
form, please contact Sasha Gottfried at 510-547-2424 x100 or Sasha@kehillasynagogue.org  

     You have recently received a letter and a couple of emails outlining the renewal/registration process. You can 
access the renewal/registration form by going to the to the Kehilla website or to the link in the renewal emails.  

     We deeply appreciate your membership in this community and look forward to another year together! 

  

http://kehillasynagogue.org/oh-
mailto:Sasha@kehillasynagogue.org
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Chai Elul Shabbat & 
New Member Welcome 

Saturday, September 10, 10am 

      Join our “Bima Team” for a spirited, musical service as 
we immerse in the month of Elul and prepare for the High 
Holy Days. Our newest members will receive a special 
honor during the Torah service, and we’ll kick off the 
morning with Ketzev Kehilla, our prayerful percussion 
orchestra. Come one, come all! Children most welcome! 
Vegetarian potluck luncheon to follow. Please bring a 
vegetarian dish to share.  Kiddush also sponsored by Ruth 
Goldstone & James Eder in honor of Ruth's mother Merle 
S. Goldstone's yartzheit. 

 

Solar Lights for Gaza Fundraiser & 
 Pre-Shabbat Potluck 

Friday, September 16, 5:30pm 
     This is a special pre-Shabbat Service gathering and 
potluck meal organized by Kehilla’s Greening Committee 
and Middle East Peace Committee. The purpose is to raise 
tzedakah for Rebuilding Alliance’s project to provide solar 
lights for the residents of Gaza where electricity is often 
available for only four or five hours in a day. This is 
especially needed by children who would otherwise study 
at night by hazardous candle or kerosene light. Guest 
speaker: Donna Baranski-Walker, founder of Rebuilding 
Alliance. We will have a Potluck Dinner in the Social Hall 
starting at 6:00.  Please bring a vegetarian or fish dish to 
share.  Followed by Kabbalat Shabbat Service at 7:30. (See 
article, p. 8.) 

 

Elul Shabbat Service with  
the Chevra Kadisha 

Saturday, September 17, 10:30am 

     Led by Rabbi David, Hazzan Shulamit, and Julie 
Nesnansky. Celebrating the completion of our “Sh’mira 
Readings Project.” Sh’mira is the ritual of staying with the 
body of the deceased in the period preceding the funeral 
during which the shomer (“guardian”) traditionally reads 
from the book of psalms. For our members, when they do 
Sh’mira, Kehilla’s Chevra Kadisha has assembled readings 
from innovative and interpretive translations of the psalms, 
some of which we will read at this service. We will have a 
short Torah reading that morning with one aliyah. 
Deuteronomy 22:6-12. If you want to chant this, email 
Rabbi David.  In the Fireside Room. Kiddush sponsored by 
the Chevra Kadisha. 

A Community Forum on the  
Movement for Black Lives Platform 

Study & Conversation 
Sunday September 18, 3:30 – 7:00pm 

     Join us as we come together to study the 
platform as a community and to listen deeply to 
what the Movement’s leaders are saying. Rabbi 
David, Rabbi Dev, Hazzan Shulamit, and Rabbi Burt 
have endorsed the Movement for Black Lives 
Platform as individuals.  We invite you to read the 
entire platform, either ahead of time or at the 
Forum.   
    Our intention is to create a community forum 
that centers the Platform’s demands for racial and 
economic justice, while making space for the 
complex emotional responses that may arise for us 
in relationship to Jewish identity, racial identity and 
all the aspects of ourselves that make each of us 
who we are. 
    ( See article on p. 9 for details.)  

Kehilla High Holy Days Art Reception 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Saturday, September 17, 3:30-6:30pm 

     Kehilla is honored to present a group show 
reflecting this year’s High Holy Days theme of 
Immigrants. Refugees. Longing. Home. For the first 
time, Kehilla will be using art to deepen our 
individual and collective connection to the High Holy 
Days. 
     Over 20 Kehilla members have contributed more 
than 30 pieces, including sketches, paintings, mixed 
media, ceramics, photos, and narrative. The work is 
both beautiful and powerful. We invite you to join us 
at the artists’ reception.  Thanks to the talent and 
generosity of our congregation, art will be displayed 
not only in the Fireside Room but throughout the 
synagogue. Light refreshments will be served. We 
look forward to seeing you there! 
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A Gym for Writers 
     Have you always wanted to explore writing and 
other writers, but need a supportive environment 
to get the ink going? Here's an open invitation for 
all those who'd like to discuss forming a Jewish-
based writing group. 
     The possibilities might include — a place where 
we can generate new writing based on prompts 
and other self-starters, exchange information 
about our favorite Jewish writers and poets, read 
together, or something else.  
      If interested, please contact Lenore Weiss at 
webcontentlw@gmail.com  with "Gym for 
Writers"  in the subject line.   

Yoga for Renewal: 
Rooted in Jewish Mystical Teachings 

with Julie Emden of Jewish LearningWorks 

 

Sunday, September 18, 2:00-4:00pm 

     Integrate, mind, body, heart and spirit. Enhance 
your practices for living in balance and wellness with 
this gentle, grounded Iyengar-based yoga and 
movement practice infused with themes of 
realignment and renewal for the Jewish New Year. 

     Location:  4th Street Yoga, 1809 4th St., Berkeley 
     Cost:  $25.   Register: yogasept20.eventbrite.com 

     Co-sponsored by 4th Street Yoga, Chochmat HaLev, 
Congregation Netivot Shalom, Kehilla Community 

Synagogue, Temple Sinai Oakland. 

     Contact: jemden@jewishlearningworks.org 
About Julie Emden:  Julie directs the Embodied Jewish 
Learning Initiative at Jewish LearningWorks. A graduate of 
five fellowship and certification programs related to her 
work as a Jewish Educator and as a Yoga, Movement and 
Dance Instructor, Julie holds a BA from the University of 
Michigan. She holds teaching certifications in Iyengar-
based yoga from the Yoga Room in Berkeley, in Yoga and 
Jewish Spirituality from Elat Chayyim Center for Jewish 
Spirituality, and in Movement-based Expressive Arts from 
Tamalpa Institute.  

 “We Are the Bridge” Exhibit Reception 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Sunday, September 18, 1- 3 pm 
     This exhibit showcases works by artists of multiple 
faith traditions, and is sponsored by the Faith Trio 
(Kehilla, Islamic Cultural Center, and Montclair 
Presbyterian).  It includes a large selection from the 
May 2015 interfaith exhibition held at the Islamic 
Cultural Center of Northern California. Kehilla artists 
Tamar Raine, Susan Freundlich and Lea Delson are 
represented in this exhibit, along with many other 
wonderful artists.  Free Reception with Music. 

 At Osher Marin JCC  
 200 North San Pedro Rd. San Rafael 

 
Mission Dolores Window by Lea Delson 

 

The Bird of Many Colors: 
A Pre-Holy Days Ingathering 

Saturday, September 24 
Shmooze: 7:15pm  Program: 8pm 

     Gather with us one week before Rosh Hashanah, as 
we turn together toward the Days of Awe. This year, 
rather than observing Selichot with a service, all are 
welcome to an evening of community, music, stories, 
meditation and reflection.  

      Join us in the social hall for a little nosh and 
socializing, followed by a program led by the Kehilla 
spiritual leadership and musical prayer leaders, as we 
focus our awareness and maybe set some intention for 
our experience of the holy days.   If you are new to 
Kehilla, or to Kehilla’s observance of the High Holydays, 
this evening is a lovely way to begin the experience.  If 
you’re accustomed to the Selichot services of the last 
few years, you’ll find a similar opportunity in this 
program for settling into intention and reflection. 

 

mailto:webcontentlw@gmail.com
mailto:jemden@jewishlearningworks.org
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"Mrs. Reiff And The Counterfeit Shop" 
by Stephanie Anne Johnson 

A Staged Play Reading 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Sunday, September 25, 5pm 

     We are delighted to present a staged reading of 
Stephanie Anne Johnson’s newest play. This 
autobiographical portrait begins when teenaged 
Stephanie looks into the window of an art store in 
Englewood, New Jersey. 
      Welcomed by Mrs. Reiff, the owner of the 
Counterfeit Shop, they develop a decades long 
friendship which transcends age, culture, race, and 
religion. There are flashbacks to highlight this 
historical moment on the East Coast when Black 
people and Jewish people shared common cause in 
the quest for social justice. A surprising cultural 
intersection is revealed at the end of the play. 
      Susan Felix, Bruce Bierman, and Stephanie Anne 
Johnson will be the readers. Bruce Bierman will lead 
participants in Jewish dance before an open 
discussion of this play in development.   
     People of all ages are welcome to attend this 
event.  Admission is free. Donations for the actors 
and technician will be gratefully accepted. 

In the Sanctuary 

 

Sukkot Shabbat: 
Friday Evening Potluck in the Sukkah 

 
Friday, October 21, 6:30pm 

    Bring the whole family and join us for a Sukkot 
dinner in the Sukkah (and/or Social Hall). This is not a 
ritual-heavy event – our major purpose is to 
celebrate and be happy which is the very purpose 
the Torah describes for the holiday. We’ll do a few 
blessings, then a potluck dinner, conversation, 
perhaps a chance for kids to make sukkah 
decorations, and then, as you choose to, do the ritual 
of blessing the lulav palm frond and shaking in 
blessing to all the world’s directions with Rabbi 
David.   Remember: Bring a veggie potluck dish to 
share and be joyous! (Fish okay, but no shellfish, 
please.) 

 

Annual Harvest Dinner of the Faith Trio 
“Solidarity: A Spiritual Necessity”  

 

 
Saturday evening, November 5 

 
6:15 Come early if you would like to be present at the 
Muslim evening service 
6:45 Multi-Faith Blessings, Potluck Dinner (see below) 
and Conversation 
 
     The Faith Trio is an alliance of Kehilla Community 
Synagogue, Islamic Cultural Center of Northern 
California, and Montclair Presbyterian Church. Every 
year we hold an autumn gathering. Often we have a 
theme for discussion at the tables. The opening 
question this year: “What is your earliest memory of an 
experience where you met someone from another 
religious background?” Our discussions will focus on 
the spiritual necessity for interfaith solidarity.  
Designated potluck: Kehilla members bring veggy 
salads (fish okay). 

At the Islamic Cultural Center of Northern California 
1433 Madison Street, Oakland near 14th Street 
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Kehilla Neighborhood Brunches Return! 
Sunday, October 16, 11:00am-1:00pm

If you have ever wanted to find out more about the 
Kehilla members in your neighborhood and to make 
connections in your local village - come to a Kehilla 
Neighborhood Brunch!   This year our brunch is on the 
day of the first evening of Sukkot. 

WHERE: We expect to have hosts for Berkeley, 
Richmond, South Oakland and the 
Rockridge/Temescal/Grand Lake/Piedmont area of 
Oakland. WHAT: The hosts will provide juice, coffee 
and tea.   

Guests are asked to bring vegetarian brunch items to 
share. 

Save the Date and look for further announcements in 
the weekly emails or call the office!  We hope to see 
you there!  If you are willing to volunteer your home, 
please email chesed@kehillasynagogue.org.  Your offer 
will be much appreciated. 

Shalom, 
The Chesed Committee 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Erev Simchat Torah Celebration!  
Monday, October 24 

 

 

 

 

at Chochmat HaLev   
2215 Prince St., Berkeley at Fulton. 

Join with all the Bay Area Renewal communities for 
a night of sacred and ecstastic dancing to live 
music and special Torah chanting to celebrate the 
conclusion of our High Holy Day journey.    

6:00pm  Special Kids Celebration with Jen Miriam 
and Alon Altman, dance and sing around the Torah 
with  puppets, music and friends 

6:30pm Vegetarian potluck dinner 

7:00 pm Maariv, Dancing and Torah service with 
the Shirat HaLev Musicians 

9:30 pm- Kiddush and refreshments 

Donation:  Members of participating organizations: 
$15-10   General Public $20-15   Children: $5 

Save the Date! 

The Buddha & The Ba’al Shem Tov 
With Zoketsu Norman Fischer, Rabbi Burt Jacobson &  

Rabbi Dev Noily  
Come celebrate Rabbi Burt's 80th Birthday! 

Saturday Evening, November 19, 7:30pm 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

   Our own visionary teacher Rabbi Burt and noted poet, 
meditation teacher and Zen Buddhist priest, Norman 
Fischer will be in dialogue, moderated by Rabbi Dev. They 
will explore parallels in the teaching and lives of the 
Buddha and the Ba’al Shem Tov, two enlightened teachers 
who saw the Divine everywhere, and taught the spiritual 
values of mystery, compassion, love and joy. 

   Come and celebrate Rabbi Burt’s 80th birthday and 50th 
year in the rabbinate! The dialogue will be followed by 
delectable desserts and drinks in the Social Hall. 

   PLEASE NOTE – We will be celebrating Rabbi Burt’s 80th 
throughout Shabbat on November 18 & 19.  We will have 
Kabbalat Shabbat services and oneg on Friday night, and 
special Shabbat morning services and lunch on Saturday. 

Sanctuary 
 

 

 

 

mailto:chesed@kehillasynagogue.org.
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Book Discussion Group 
All Kehilla members are welcome to join us for our customary meetings on the second Monday of the month at 7pm in 
the Fireside Room. These books are from the San Francisco Jewiish Community Library and there might be copies to 
borrow. 

Monday, September 12, 7pm 
The Fixer by Bernard Malamud 

     The Fixer (1966) is Bernard Malamud's best-known 
and most acclaimed novel -- one that makes manifest his 
roots in Russian fiction, especially that of Isaac Babel.  
Set in Kiev in 1911 during a period of heightened anti-
Semitism, the novel tells the story of Yakov Bok, a Jewish 
handyman blamed for the brutal murder of a young 
Russian boy. Bok leaves his village to try his luck in Kiev, 
and after denying his Jewish identity, finds himself 
working for a member of the anti-Semitic Black 
Hundreds Society. When the boy is found nearly drained 
of blood in a cave, the Black Hundreds accuse the Jews of 
ritual murder. Arrested and imprisoned, Bok refuses to 
confess to a crime that he did not commit. 
 

 

Monday, October 10, 7pm 
Mystics of Mile End by Sigal Samuel 

     Sigal Samuel’s debut novel, in the vein of Nicole 
Krauss’s bestselling The History of Love, is an imaginative 
story that delves into the heart of Jewish mysticism, 
faith, and family. In the half-Hasidic, half-hipster 
Montreal neighborhood of Mile End, eleven-year-old Lev 
Meyer is discovering that there may be a place for 
Judaism in his life. As he learns about science in his day 
school, Lev begins his own extracurricular study of the 
Bible’s Tree of Knowledge with neighbor Mr. Katz, who is 
building his own Tree out of trash. Meanwhile his sister 
Samara is secretly studying for her Bat Mitzvah with 
next-door neighbor and Holocaust survivor, Mr. 
Glassman. All the while his father, David, a professor of 
Jewish mysticism, is a non-believer. 

 
Solar Lights for Gaza Fundraiser & 

 Pre-Shabbat Potluck 
Please join Kehilla’s Greening and Middle East Peace Committees for a potluck dinner on  

September 16 at 5:30pm and fundraiser to support the children of Gaza. 

         Gaza is still recovering from fifty-one days of 
bombing in 2014. Electricity, water, and sewage systems 
are all still very fragile, and more than 17,000 people are 
still in temporary housing. Families there are affected 
daily by rolling black-outs. Far too often electricity is 
only available for 4 hours per day. Children must do 
their homework by dangerous kerosene lamps or 
candlelight. For the last year, the Rebuilding Alliance, a 
local non-profit organization, has been fundraising and 
shpping solar powered lights to Non-Governmental 
Organizations in Gaza. Our goal is to help raise funds to 
help them send the next pallet of 1,920 solar-powered 
lights to Gaza's children. 
     Our speaker for the evening will be Donna Baranski-
Walker, founder and Executive Director of Rebuilding 
Alliance, who was in Gaza in April to distribute the first 
pallet of solar lights. Rebuilding Alliance is working with 
Palestinian Non-Governmental Organizations in Gaza to 
distribute the solar lights to children and families in 
need. Donna will explain how Rebuilding Alliance is able 
to send the solar-powered lights through the blockade 
following pre-clearance by both Palestinian and Israeli 
Customs. She also will tell us about their NGO partners 
and some of the families she visited in Gaza. This will be 

a rare opportunity to hear directly from someone who 
has spent time in Gaza supporting children and families.  
     Rebuilding Alliance has already delivered three pallets 
of solar lights so children in Gaza can safely study and 
spend time with their families. There are 700,000 
children in Gaza.  Please join us on Sept. 16th to help 
Rebuilding Alliance send more Luci Lights to Gaza's 
children. 
     We will have a Potluck Dinner in the Social Hall 
starting at 5:30. Please bring a vegetarian or fish dish to 
share.  
     And please join us after dinner and the presentation 
for a spirited, musical Kabbalat Shabbat service to sing, 
meditate, dance, and rest in the joy and peace of 
Shabbat. Led by Hazzan Shulamit and Julie Nesnansky. 
     We hope you can join us on September 16 to hear first 
hand from our guest about her experience personally 
delivering solar lights to Gaza. But if you can’t make it, 
please make a donation to this great project!  
     You can donate at this link: 
https://commitchange.com/ca/burlingame-
94010/rebuilding-alliance/events/kehilla-for-gazas-
children 

https://commitchange.com/ca/burlingame-
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You’re Invited: 
A Community Forum on the Movement for Black Lives Platform: 

Study & Conversation 

Sunday September 18, 3:30 – 7:00pm 
by Rabbi Dev Noily 

     In early August the Movement for Black Lives 
Platform was published.  Organizers described their 
project this way: 

In response to the sustained and increasingly visible 
violence against Black communities in the U.S. and 
globally, a collective of more than 50 organizations 
representing thousands of Black people from across 
the country have come together with renewed 
energy and purpose to articulate a common vision 
and agenda. 
Our resistance and rebellion are not new, but like 
other times in history have come to a critical mass, 
and the bravery of those in Ferguson and across 
the country captured the attention of the world. A 
year ago, over 2,000 of us gathered in Cleveland to 
reflect on the state of our movement for liberation 
and celebrate our people, both those who have 
fallen and those who have survived. It was there 
that we began the process of uniting to articulate a 
shared vision of the world we want to live in. 

     The Platform articulates that sweeping and radical 
vision for racial and economic justice. It addresses 
reparations, education, healthcare, housing, policing, 
militarization (domestic and foreign), incarceration, 
criminalization, community control, and other aspects 
of U.S. society and policy that impact Black lives. 
     We’re excited to come together to study the 
platform as a community and to listen deeply to what 
the Movement’s leaders are saying. Rabbi David, 
Hazzan Shulamit, Rabbi Burt and I have endorsed the 
Movement for Black Lives Platform as individuals.  As I 
read the Platform I felt the tectonic plates of racial 
injustice in our country begin to shift.  In the profound 
language of the background pieces I could hear more 
of the stories of Black lives, deepening my awareness 
of the differences between my experience as White 
person and the experiences of so many Black people I 

live alongside.   I heard the Platform as a call to listen 
to Black voices, as a call to compassion, and as a call to 
join more fully in the M4BL struggle to root out the 
injustice that continues to rot the core of our country.  
This feels like an extraordinary historic moment to me, 
and I feel humbled and grateful for the Movement for 
Black Lives as path to justice for all of us. 
     We’d like Kehilla to consider endorsing the Platform 
as an organization as well. This Forum will be our first 
communal conversation about the Platform, and will 
help us to discern the next steps in this process.   
     The primary focus of our learning and 
conversations will be the current and historic 
experiences of Black people in the U.S., and the ways 
that White supremacy has operated, and continues to 
operate in our society and in our souls. 
     We invite you to read the entire platform, either 
ahead of time or at the September 18 Community 
Forum.  The first part of the afternoon will be devoted 
to studying the Platform.  You will find links to a 
summary of the Platform, and to the deeper analysis 
of each of its six parts on our website at this link: 
http://kehillasynagogue.org/event/a-community-
forum-on-the-movement-for-black-lives-platform-
study-conversation/  
     After doing text study with the Platform we’ll have 
a break and a nosh/snack.  The second half of the 
afternoon will be a compassionate listening-style 
session, where people gather in facilitated small 
groups to share their responses, reactions to and 
questions about the platform.  We will have at least 
one small group for People of Color.  We’ll end with 
everyone coming together to share highlights from the 
small group conversations.  You may come for the 
whole time, or just the first half, or just the second 
half.   [continued on p. 13.]

 

http://kehillasynagogue.org/event/a-community-
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New Adult Education Classes Fall 2016 

To Register for Classes: You can register and pay online at www.KehillaSynagogue.org (click on the 
"LEARN" link and then click on Adult Education), or send check payable to Kehilla to Kehilla, 

 1300 Grand Ave., Piedmont, CA 94610.  

 
 
“700 Benches: Experiencing Biblical Hebrew” 
Class 
Begins September 8, 6:30pm 
Taught by Jenna Kemp 
Have you ever wanted to read and understand Torah 
Hebrew? As a first phase in the launch of Kehilla’s new 
“700 Benches” beit-midrash program,  Kehilla is 
offering  a class designed to be an immersive 
experience in the language and structure of biblical 
Hebrew. What do we mean by “immersive?" Think of 
once a week jumping into the deep end of the pool—
with water wings as needed, swim buddies, and a 
lifeguard. 
This class is a multi-level beit-midrash in which 
students will learn the grammar that will allow them 
to begin reading biblical Hebrew without an English 
translation. Working primarily in chevrutah (pairs, 
small groups), we will learn grammar together, while 
simultaneously reading biblical narrative in Hebrew. 
People at all levels of Hebrew abilities are encouraged 
to join. Students will be expected to do some 
homework and memorization, but the emphasis is on 
concepts and resources that will allow you to begin to 
“swim” on your own! 
If you are interested in the class, but need some work 
on your aleph-bet, you will find resources to help get 
you up to speed on our website at this link: 
http://kehillasynagogue.org/online-hebrewbiblical-
text-resources/ 
Prerequisite: Aleph-bet and Vowels 
Dates:  Thursdays, Sept. 8- Sept. 29, Oct. 27, Nov. 3 (A 
six-session series) 
Time: 6:30-8:30pm 
Cost: $150 Kehilla members, $180 General Public.  No 
one turned away for lack of ability to pay the full 
amount. If you are unable to pay the full amount, 
please contact sjgrodin@comcast.net. 
Questions? Contact Jenna Stover-Kemp at 
jennakemp25@gmail.com or Sharon Grodin at 
sjgrodin@comcast.net. No one is turned away for lack 
of funds; please discuss this with us. 

 
 

 
 
Conversion Group  
Begins September 12, 7:30pm 
Led by Rabbi Dev Noily and Sharon Grodin 

 Kehilla’s conversion group is the communal portion of 
a process of individual inquiry that each participant 
anticipates will lead to adopting Judaism.  Kehilla’s 
spiritual leaders Rabbi Dev and Sharon Grodin are 
available to guide participants in their reading, 
selection of classes, and experiences that inform their 
education toward discernment about this decision. 
 The group is not an “introduction to Judaism” class, 
but rather a forum where participants reflect on and 
share insights about the studies and experiences each 
is undertaking within Kehilla and elsewhere.  The 
group meets once a month for 1-1/2 hours, which 
typically includes some learning together and 
responding to each others’ questions. Because this 
group is intended to support conversion in the 
context of Kehilla community, after the first two 
sessions, participants are expected to decide whether 
Kehilla is a good fit for them; if so, participants will be 
come members, and if not, participants will be 
supported in finding an alternative for their 
conversion studies. 
If you are interested in this group, please contact 
Sharon Grodin at sjgrodin@comcast.net.  
Dates:  Mondays, Sept. 12, Nov. 14, Dec. 12  
Cost: No charge (but see above about membership).  
Led by Rabbi Dev and Sharon Grodin. 
Location: Sanctuary/Buber Room 

 

http://www.KehillaSynagogue.org
http://kehillasynagogue.org/online-hebrewbiblical-
mailto:sjgrodin@comcast.net.
mailto:jennakemp25@gmail.com
mailto:sjgrodin@comcast.net.
mailto:sjgrodin@comcast.net.
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Adult Education (continued) 
 
"Drumming As Prayer" Class 
A Two-Class Series: September 18 & September 21 
Taught by Debbie Fier, Kehilla Musical Prayer Leader & 
“Heartbeat of the Service"  
     Drumming is an active form of meditation. It 
provides a wonderful way to be present, express 
yourself and learn how to drum with a group in sacred 
community space. At Kehilla, we are creating an 
intergenerational drum group, called Ketzev Kehilla, 
(the Beats of Kehilla), and we have been learning 
some of the rhythms for the Kehilla melodies and also 
drumming at our Chai Shabbat services. 
     This is a two-class series. It can be taken as a series 
or as individual classes. (However, if you want to 
drum at High Holy Days services, you must come to 
both classes.) 
       Those who wish to will have the opportunity to 
drum for our High Holy Days services at the Scottish 
Rite Center in Oakland. Participants who want to join 
us in drumming need to commit to coming to both 
classes of the series (exceptions may be made IF you 
have taken previous ‘Drumming as Prayer’ classes with 
Debbie. In those cases you must come to at least 1 
class). If you have taken this class before, and enjoy 
drumming in our Kehilla circle, please come to the 
class!  We will always learn new rhythms, practice new 
exercises and continue building on what we have 
previously done. 
     All ages and all levels welcome!  Please bring a 
drum if you have one.  If you need a drum for the 
class, please email Sasha@kehillasynagogue.org and 
we will do our best to provide one. Hand percussion 
(shakers, claves, etc.) will be provided. 
     Dates: Sunday, Sept 18 - 4-5:30 and Wednesday,  
Sept 21, 7-8:30 in the Fireside Room.  
    Cost:  2-class series: $36 members/ $46 non-
members; Individual class: $20 members/ $25 non-
members 
    Location: Fireside Room 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Chai Mitzvah Group Forming: “A Jewish Year” 
Begins Sunday, October 16, 5:30pm 

In response to many requests for a more structured, 
group-based program for exploring Judaism, Kehilla is 
offering a Chai Mitzvah group beginning in October.  
What is “Chai Mitzvah,” you ask?  It’s a curriculum and 
structure created by a Jewish-multidenominational 
(including Renewal) group of rabbis and educators, 
designed to support group study and a period of 
committed personal exploration.  No prior experience 
with Judaism or Hebrew is required.  Here’s what the 
creators have to say about it: 

“Chai Mitzvah is a unique adult engagement program 
that encourages an integrated, experiential approach 
to Jewish life through five simple components. Each 
participant:  

1. Attends monthly group learning with a set 
curriculum provided by Chai Mitzvah.  

2. Chooses an independent study topic for the year.  

3. Chooses a ritual/spiritual practice to take on for the 
year.  

4. Chooses a social action activity to commit to for the 
year.  

5. Celebrates the journey!”  

In our case, we’ve chosen “A Jewish Year” as an 
overarching theme. Participants will investigate and 
experience the Jewish calendar as it occurs, separately 
or together, as interests dictate.  Our mitzvah group 
will meet on third Sundays starting in October, with 
minimal costs set to cover our fee from Chai Mitzvah 
for the materials (the more participants, the lower the 
cost, but we are setting the initial registration fee 
$18/person for the 9-month period).  The group may 
decide to engage speakers or project leaders on 
particular topics and share the cost of that additional 
enrichment.  For more information about the 
program, see www.chaimitzvah.org.  For questions 
about our group, contact sjgrodin@comcastnet. 

Dates: Monthly for 9 months, beginning Sunday,  
Oct. 16, 5:30-7pm 

Cost: $18/person 

Location: Back classsroom, main floor 

mailto:Sasha@kehillasynagogue.org
http://www.chaimitzvah.org.
mailto:sjgrodin@comcastnet.
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Adult Education (continued) 
 

Elements of Magical Judaism 
Begins Monday, October 16, 6:00pm 
with Reclaiming* Teachers  
Jude Elf & Maggid Jonathan Furst 
Join us for a six-week exploration of Earth-based 
Judaism through the elements of Earth, Air, Fire, 
Water and Spirit. Develop personal practices and 
improvisational ritual co-creation skills, blending 
modern G!ddess-oriented magic with traditional 
Jewish and ancient Hebraic spirituality.  
Dates: Mondays, October 17 - November 21, 6pm  
Cost: $240-$90 sliding scale 
Location: Sanctuary 
For More Info: contact jfurst@pobox.com or  
415-516-4904 
*Learn more about Reclaiming here: 
http://www.reclaiming.org/  
Co-sponsored by the Jewitch Collective and Derech 
Ha'Aretz Outdoor Yeshiva 
 
I Never Knew Hebrew Could Be So Much Fun 
Class 
Begins Sunday, October 23, 10:30am 
Taught by Bracha Stone 
Once again Bracha is offering her fabulous course in 
beginning Hebrew. Absolutely no previous Hebrew 
experience is required or expected. Come and find out 
why you don’t have to know very much at all in order 
to have Hebrew take on a very special place in your 
life. Bracha loves to teach this class since adults tend 
to be very compliant students and they ask such 
serious questions. Form a community of like-minded 
adults, play games, sing songs and learn, learn, learn.  
Repeaters welcomed!! 

Dates:  Sunday, Oct. 23, 30, Nov. 6, 10:30am-11:45am 
Cost:  $54 members, $66 nonmembers 
Location: Given at the time of registration. 
Call Bracha for questions or concerns. 510-703-2220. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Personalizing Our Experience With Jewish 
Liturgy 
First meeting: Sunday, October 23, 6:30pm 
A new group convened by Bracha Stone 
Designed for those who want to explore an expanded 
and creative relationship to Jewish liturgy. While there 
is no expectation of a belief in "God," this group is 
designed for those who desire to personally connect 
to "something-bigger-than-us" and/or "the-wisdom-
deep-within-us." We will witness and be witnessed as 
we explore our attraction and creative responses to 
traditional Jewish prayer practice. We will meet 
together once a month for 5 months. We will also 
participate in a weekly email conversation concerning 
our intentions, and the challenges and blessings we 
experience as we enact our them. 
Dates:  First meeting is Sunday, Oct. 23, 6:30-8:30. 
There will be a meeting at the same time in the 
evening in November, December, January and 
February. Specific dates for each month will be 
determined by October 1st.  
Cost:  $120 members, $150 nonmembers 
Location: Given at the time of registration.  
Call Bracha for questions or concerns. 510-703-2220.  

A Class in the Poetic Word 
Begins Wednesday, October 26, 7pm 
Taught by Lenore Weiss 
Come learn about several outstanding twentieth-
century American Jewish poets, including a number of 
contemporary writers. The four-session class will 
examine work by poets who express diverse 
connections to the Jewish experience.  For the first 
hour of each session, we will examine and discuss the 
poet’s work. Using writing prompts from the readings, 
during the second hour we will respond to the poetry 
in whatever written form we choose. Open to all. No 
writing experience is required. Special guest visits by 
local poets. All lovers of the word are encouraged to 
participate. Bring a notebook and pen. 
Dates: Wednesday, Oct. 26, Nov.  9,  Nov. 23, Nov. 30, 
7-9pm 
Cost: $88 members, $112 nonmembers 
Location: Fireside Room 
 

mailto:jfurst@pobox.com
http://www.reclaiming.org/
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A Community Forum on the Movement for Black Lives Platform 
[continued] 
     Part of the platform, called Invest/Divest, deals 
with connections between U.S. military spending and 
interventions abroad on the one hand, and the lack of 
funding for domestic social needs and militarization of 
U.S. police on the other hand. This part of the 
platform also addresses U.S. military support for Israel 
and the unjust treatment of Palestinians under 
Occupation, using language that some Jewish people 
and organizations have objected to strongly.   
     Our intention is to create a community forum that 
centers the Platform’s demands for racial and 

economic justice, while making space for the complex 
emotional responses that may arise for us in 
relationship to Jewish identity, racial identity and all 
the aspects of ourselves that make each of us who we 
are.  
     Please be in touch with us if you have questions or 
feedback.  
     RSVP if you can  to Sasha@kehillasynagogue.org.  
 – it will help us a lot as we plan the afternoon. 

 
 

Join the 30th Annual G.R.I.P. Harmony Walk in Richmond 
To End Hunger & Homelessness-to Benefit the Greater Richmond Interfaith Program 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     On October 29, Greater Richmond Interfaith 
Program is hosting its 30th annual Harmony Walk/Run 
to End Homelessness in Richmond. Several Kehilla 
members and members of St. John’s Church joined a 
team last year in memory of David McPhail and Judy 
Abel, GRIP activists who both died in September, 
2015.  
     That team raised over $1,000 in support of the 
Souper Center, a program operated by GRIP, which 
serves meals to homeless and needy residents and 
also runs a family shelter. David and Irene, his wife, 
both Kehilla members, and Betty Young, started a 
group now called David’s Dinner Group which 
prepares a monthly meal for families staying at the 
GRIP shelter. Several Kehilla members, people who 
had been members of an El Cerrito church where 
David had ministered, and members of St John’s 
Presbyterian Church in Berkeley, are in the dinner 
group as well. 
     David did this Walk every year through 2014. 

Kehilla members have another opportunity this year 
to remember and honor David while helping to ease 
homelessness. 
     We encourage everyone’s participation in or pledge 
of money to the team. We will have a team name and 
a team page set-up with the Harmony Walk website 
by mid-September. 
     The web address with a link to our team page & 
further details will be provided in the Kehilla weekly 
e-mails.    
     Check-in on October 29 begins at 9:00 a.m. The Run 
starts at 10:30 a.m. The Walk starts at 10:45 a.m. You 
can walk or run for as much, or as little, a distance as 
you want.  And, there will be a festival in the park 
after the walk.  
     Please consider sending a donation or joining the 
team after the team page is setup. If you have 
questions about the team, feel free to contact Sue 
Goldberg directly at suegoldberg@sbcglobal.net 

 
Pictured: Alex Madonik, Ruthie Levin, Richard Speiglman, Sue Goldberg 

 

mailto:Sasha@kehillasynagogue.org.
mailto:suegoldberg@sbcglobal.net
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An Interview with Spiritual Leader Avi Rose 
by Bill Lazarus

     More refugees are 
fleeing persecution now 
than at any time since the 
end of World War II, says 
Avi Rose, who has spent 
most of his life as a political 
and social activist, and who 
now finds himself turning 
more and more to issues of 
immigration and the flood 
of people seeking safe 
haven. With millions of 
refugees left homeless and 
nationless as the result of 
warfare in Syria and 
elsewhere, Avi sees the 

Jewish response as extending “beyond empathizing. 
“It’s identifying,” he says. “We need to see ourselves 
as coming out of Egypt.” 

     “We were strangers. We know the heart of the 
stranger,” adds Avi, who is executive director of 
Jewish Family and Community Services East Bay . That 
“central narrative” of the Jewish people is a key these 
days to the work of JFCS. About 2,000 of the 8,000 
people it annually serves are refugees and other 
immigrants. While the work of JFCS has historically 
been geared toward helping the Jewish community, it 
is not exclusively so. Avi says, “Tikkun Olam is not 
about bringing healing only to the Jewish people. It’s 
about “olam.” It’s about the world as a whole.” 

     When Avi started work at JFCS in 2005, the agency 
was already involved with helping immigrants from all 
over the world. When the surge of Jewish immigration 
from the Former Soviet Union subsided in the 1990’s, 
JFCS began to serve people from other countries, 
including Afghanistan, Bosnia, Cambodia, Iran, Iraq 
and Syria. Many of these refugees are Muslims. JFCS 
currently helps numerous families from Afghanistan, 
many of whom were subject to persecution after 
assisting Americans in the war against the Taliban. 
JFCS also has devoted itself to helping LGBT refugees 
fleeing particularly harsh oppression because of their 
sexual orientation or gender identities. 

     As a youth, Avi grew up mostly in Phoenix in a 
liberal Jewish family, largely out-of-kilter with the 

mostly right-wing community. His dad hailed from the 
Bronx, and was himself the son of immigrant parents 
who made their way to the United States from 
Lithuania. When Avi was 13, he moved with his family 
to Sacramento, and soon started spending time in the 
Bay Area. It was the late 1960s and “politics, drugs and 
rock and roll — it was all here.” 

     Avi became a political activist in high school, and 
chose to go to college at Brandeis, which was a hotbed 
of leftist politics. While he came out as a gay man in 
college, his activism was focused more on anti-war 
work and economic issues. After college, he worked 
for a period as a union steward. Avi joined other 
progressive Jews in the Boston Committee to 
Challenge Antisemitism and became, in the 1980s, 
involved in New Jewish Agenda, a national 
organization that he co-chaired, and that focused on a 
wide variety of issues, including Mid-East peace, 
feminism, disarmament, LGBT rights, oppression in 
Central America and the sanctuary movement. Avi 
also took up work battling AIDS, and co-edited Twice 
Blessed, a book about gay and lesbian Jews. 

     While Avi was aware of immigration issues, it 
wasn’t then a focus of his work and activism. That 
changed in 2005 when he started at JCFS and found it 
“powerful” to be working to help both Russian Jews 
and Afghan Muslims. “I’m really impressed by the 
resilience of most of the refugees whom we are 
helping.  They are individuals with their own quirks, 
strengths and shortcomings, and most have 
experienced significant trauma. It is a huge 
undertaking to leave your home – everyone and 
everything you know – and start your life over again in 
a new country..” 

     While, culturally, the Bay Area is “really welcoming, 
economically, this is a really hard area to come to,” Avi 
says. As a result, families crowd into small living 
quarters together, and people work two or three jobs 
to get by. 

     At seders, Avi has hosted refugees. “It’s powerful to 
be at a seder with somebody who has recently had to 
‘leave Egypt,’” he says. Avi also asks, “What is more 
Jewish than resettling refugees?” He answers himself 
in a word. “Nothing.”
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A Note on the Israel/Palestine Values Survey 
by Rabbi David J. Cooper 

 
     Last month we send out to every member 
household a survey to determine support for a 
statement of values on Israel/Palestine. One could 
indicate where one stood on a spectrum from very 
much disagreeing to strong agreement (scale of 1 to 
5). 
     As of this writing, 141 responses have been 
received. 
     99 responses are 5’s – strongly agree. (71.7%) 
     26 are 4’s – generally agree (18.8%) 
     7 are 3’s – more or less neutral (5.1%) 
     3 are 2’s – generally disagree (2.2%) 

     3 are 1’s – very much disagree (2.2%) 
     In a few days, I will be reading the many written 
comments on the proposed wording and I plan to 
print some of them in the November Kol Kehilla, with 
the permission of their authors to print with ascription 
or anonymously. 
     The decision to adopt the statement as is (or with 
grammatical changes) will be in the hands of the 
Kehilla Board. Currently the plan is that in October the 
results of the survey and representative comments 
and suggestions will be forwarded to the Board for 
their consideration and action. 

 
Chevra Kadisha Sh'mira Readings Project 

 
    Kehilla’s Chevra Kadisha is pleased to announce the 
completion of our “Sh’mira Readings Project.”  We 
now have two beautiful volumes that can be used by 
the shomrim (“watchers”) –those who sit with the 
body of a community member who has died until the 
time of burial. 
    Traditionally, shomrim read Psalms during the 
sh’mira  (“watching”).  In Kehilla we have provided 
other readings—poetry and prose from Jewish and 
non-Jewish sources as well as portions of our liturgy—
so that each shomer might deepen his or her own 
reflections on the meaning of life and death.   
     As we embarked on revising and expanding these 
additional readings, our discussions and study led us 
to taking a closer look at The Book of Psalms as well.  
We looked at many different translations and 

interpretations and selected the one for each Psalm 
that we thought invoked the values of Jewish Renewal 
movement.  
     A small group from Kehilla’s Chevra Kadisha 
traveled to Boston in June to present a workshop on 
these readings and to discuss Kehilla’s approach to 
sh’mira at the annual K’vod v Nichum (“honor and 
comfort”) conference.  More than thirty people 
attended our workshop and received our presentation 
with great enthusiasm.   
     We will formally present Kehilla’s Readings for 
Shmira and Psalms for Shmira at the Morning Service, 
Sept 17.  We invite the entire community to join in 
our simcha and to learn more about the practice of 
sh’mira.   

 

Finding Your Spiritual Direction 
 
     Spiritual direction is a process of inner listening that 
enables individuals to discern the movement of the 
Spirit in their lives, so they can come to understand 
both the spiritual dimension and the spiritual direction 
of their experience. In this sense, spiritual direction is 
a pathway to teshuvah, toward finding one’s way back 
to the Source that birthed and sustains each of us.  

     Spiritual directors have been trained to help those 
seeking the Spirit to find direction. They also help 
seekers find appropriate spiritual practices. 

     Rabbi Burt offers individual Kehilla congregants 
hour-long meetings in spiritual direction. Any Kehilla 
member is entitled to such a session once a year 
without cost. Burt usually meets with congregants at 
Kehilla on Tuesday afternoons and evenings, several 
times a month. He also sees people at his home in El 
Sobrante at other times during the week. If you are 
interested in meeting with Rabbi Burt, please contact 
him at Rabburt@earthlink.net, or by calling 
510.283.5704. 

 
 

mailto:Rabburt@earthlink.net,
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Competing Death Penalty Initiatives on November Ballot 

by Beth Weinberger 
 

     This November we'll have a chance to vote again to 
repeal California's death penalty, replacing it with Life 
Without Possibility of Parole.  Unfortunately, a 
competing measure that would attempt to change the 
appeals process to expedite executions has caused 
confusion, especially as the latter measure's title is 
misleading.  So here's an explanation of each of the 
initiatives with recommendations in keeping with 
Kehilla policy. 

 
The Justice that Works Act of 2016—Proposition #62  

 This is essentially the same as Prop. 34 on the 
2012 ballot, which Kehilla supported.  It would replace 
the death penalty with life without the possibility of 
parole.  It would: 

 End state killing and eliminate the possibility 
of executing innocent people.  Since 1973, 
156 people, convicted of murder, have been 
exonerated, 3 of them in California. 

 Keep dangerous criminals from ever being 
released. 

 Save approximately $150 million a year that 
could be put to more productive use. 

 Increase to 60% the portion of wages earned 
by persons sentenced to life without parole 
that may go to victim restitution funds. 

Recommendation:  Support Prop. 62 
 
Death Penalty Reform & Savings Act of 2016—
Proposition #66 

  Prop. 66 attempts to “reform” a  failed death 
penalty system by changing the appeals process.  It 
would remove current safeguards, limit the ability to 
present new evidence of innocence and set unrealistic 
deadlines for trials and appeals.  The changed 

procedures and new deadlines would force hiring of 
hundreds of new, inexperienced attorneys at taxpayer 
expense. If it succeeded, it would: 

 Increase the chances of wrongful convictions 
and execution of innocent people 

 Interfere with our due process and appeals 
processes, which might be found 
unconstitutional after costly and lengthy 
lawsuits. 

 Authorize the state to house death row 
inmates in new prisons. 

 Model California's system after Texas' rapid 
execution mill. 

 Move appeals from the state Supreme Court 
to local county courts, prioritizing these cases 
and the shortened timelines.  It would 
overwhelm lower courts and severely limit 
their ability to hear other types of cases or 
conduct any other court business. 

Recommendation: Oppose Prop. 66 
 
        This fall you'll have a chance to hear more about, 
question and discuss these initiatives, as well 
as a number of others at a Kehilla Ballot Initiatives 
evening, October 17.  Mark your calendars and see 
Richard Speiglman's article, also in this issue, on some 
of the other initiatives, researched and recommended 
by Oakland Community Organizations (OCO.) 
     If you want more information now about the death 
penalty initiatives; if you want to help with the 
campaigns or donate to them, go to 
www.yeson62.com or contact me at 
bethw0104@mindspring.com.  

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Not Registered to Vote?  
 

Please contact karenrachels@gmail.com 
of Kehilla’s Economic Justice Committee 
She will help you get registered before 

the November election 

http://www.yeson62.com
mailto:bethw0104@mindspring.com.
mailto:karenrachels@gmail.com
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Community Discussion of Ballot Propositions and Local Measures 
by Richard Speiglman 

 
Monday, October 17, 7-9pm 

Kehilla Social Hall 
Sponsored by  

Kehilla Economic Justice Committee, Greening Committee and Anti-Death Penalty Action Group 

Bring yourself, your friends and your family, your questions and your answers 

     When I was a kid in Des Moines, reform Rabbi 
Edward Zerin (Temple B’nai Jeshurun) used to implore 
youth – perhaps it was at our B’nai Mitzvot – to be 
“informed, participating Jews.”  I may have taken this 
to be the 11th Commandment, and I think the 
instruction was responsible for my 50-something years 
of reading at least the local, state, and national news 
sections of the daily newspaper.  Sometime later, a 
sociology professor suggested that the important 
news appears in the business section.  We won’t get 
into the question of sports news. 

     I never fully understood the Jews part of the 
obligation.  But nevertheless I’m pretty sure the 
informed/participating charge includes voting and, to 
the extent possible, understanding the implications of 
your vote prior to casting it. 

     In their length, California ballots present a serious 
challenge.  We need each other’s help to become well-
informed prior to voting.  Instead of sitting home 
alone the night before the election frantically trying to 
decide how to vote on propositions and local 
measures, on the evening of October 17th please join 
other community members to discuss ballot 
measures. 

 Bring your sample ballot (and your mail-in or 
absentee ballot if you have one) 

 Join discussion of some of the most important 
state and local ballot measures (if only we had 
time to tend to all of them!) 

 Written materials on all the state propositions 
and some local measures will be available, 
including recommendations from Kehilla, 
Oakland Community Organizations (OCO), and 
other organizations 

 Kehilla members and others actively engaged 
in working on some of the measures will offer 
brief presentations 

 
See the next page for OCO's recommendations on 

several state, county, and City of Oakland issues.  
We’ll have expanded endorsement information by 
October 17th.   

 
Please forward information on other measures, or 

for other localities, to Richard or Beth: 

rspeiglman@sbcglobal.net  

bethw0104@mindspring.com   

Or bring the information with you on October 17th.   

If possible, RSVP to Beth or Richard (see their 
contact information above.) 

mailto:rspeiglman@sbcglobal.net
mailto:bethw0104@mindspring.com
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Oakland Community Organizations 

Recommendations on CA, Alameda County, and City of Oakland issues 

Number Title or focus Content OCO 
endorsement 

State Propositions 

55 Tax extension 
Extends the temporary personal income tax on 
incomes over $250,000 to fund education and 

health care (Prop 30 extension) 
Support 

56 Tobacco tax Increases the cigarette tax to $2 / pack Support 

 57 Public Safety & 
Rehabilitation Act 

Increases parole chances for felons convicted of 
non-violent crimes and provides more 

opportunities to earn credits for good behavior 
Support 

 62 Death penalty Repeals the death penalty in CA Support* 

64 Adult Use of Marijuana Act 
Legalizes adults’ growing, possessing, and using 

marijuana for nonmedical purposes, with certain 
restrictions; establishes regulatory system for 

legal market.  

Neutral 

Alameda County Measures 

A Affordable Housing bond 
(property tax) 

Funding for a variety of approaches to promote 
affordable housing  Support 

Oakland City and School District Measures  

JJ Protect Oakland Renters 
Act  

Strengthen tenants’ rights by requiring owners to 
petition through the Rent Board for rent increases 

above annual CPI, extending just cause eviction 
protections to buildings built through 1995, and 

increasing Rent Board transparency and 
accountability 

Support 

LL 
Form civilian oversight 
commission of police 

department 
Promotes civilian oversight of police department Support 

KK 
Infrastructure 

improvements bond 
(property tax) 

Funding for a variety of improvements to streets, 
sidewalks, public buildings, and some funds for 

affordable housing 
Neutral  

HH Tax distributors of sugar-
sweetened beverages 

Promotes public health by raising price of sugar-
sweetened beverages Support 

G1 Oakland Unified School 
District  bond (parcel tax) 

Funds educator salary increases and middle 
school improvements (as of last draft seen) No vote (yet) 

* Kehilla recommends a yes vote on Prop. 62 and a no vote on Prop 66 (which would speed-up 
executions).  See accompanying article, “Competing Death Penalty Initiatives on November Ballot" on 
p. 17. 
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Seeking Shelter in the Days of Awe:  
 Immigrants and Refugees, Longing and Home 
[continued from p. 1] 
 
You can read a more complete description of our 
theme below.  Throughout the High Holy Days season 
and beyond, we’ll be integrating the spiritual practices 
of this time with ways to learn about and respond to 
the crises of migration that are shaking our world.  
During High Holy Days services we’ll hear from some 
of the folks in our community about their experiences 
with immigrants and refugees.  We’ll also have 
resources available during services about how to 
connect with local groups and join in efforts to 
respond.   
    And in the months following the High Holy Days, 
we’ll host a series of four community workshops, 
featuring congregants working to support immigrants 
and refugees.  The workshop topics are: Considering 
Offering Housing to a Refugee; Being Part of an 
Accompaniment Team for an Immigrant Family or 
Unaccompanied Minor; Immigration Policy, Advocacy 
and Intersectionality with Economic and Racial Justice 
Issues; and Kehilla as Sanctuary/Refuge for 
Immigrants.  
    May our practice during this season help each of us 
grow toward greater wholeness, joy, compassion and 
justice. 
    Our Theme for 5777:  Immigrants and Refugees, 
Longing and Home  
    A river goes out from the first place that was home, 
to water the garden, and from there it divides and 
becomes four headwaters. (Bereshit 2:10) 
    In the beginning all was one, undifferentiated and 
whole.  To come into the joy of embodied life is also to 
come into separateness.  And to be separate is to long 
for reconnection, to yearn for wholeness and for 
home.  The Yamim Nora’im (High Holy Days) point us 

in the direction of home, and outfit us for the promise 
and uncertainty of the journey.  We soften our hearts 
and open lines of communication with people we’ve 
hurt and who have hurt us.  We practice 
accountability, forgiveness, compassion and 
generosity.  We touch those who are dear to us with 
an extra measure of tenderness and gratitude. 
    This year we set out on this path in a world of 
growing displacement and migration. People forced 
from their homes by war, violence, poverty, drought, 
gentrification, and a swiftly changing climate are 
fighting for survival and searching for a refuge where 
they and their families can be safe.  Some in Kehilla 
are personally impacted, and many in our community 
are stepping up to help--by working to end structural 
violence, by challenging the economics underlying 
displacement, by offering loving personal support to 
immigrants and refugees, by fighting for policies that 
welcome immigrants and refugees, and by joining the 
struggle against deportation, targeting and 
discrimination against people who are undocumented.  
    As a community this year we will enter the inner 
landscape of exile and return.  We’ll encounter the 
stranger who dwells within us, and the stranger who 
dwells among us.  Together we will turn toward this 
tidal wave of displacement, expanding our capacity to 
welcome and support the growing number of 
immigrants and refugees in our midst.  As Torah 
teaches (Lev. 19:33-34), When a stranger resides with 
you in your land, you shall not wrong them.  The 
stranger who resides with you shall be to you as one of 
your citizens; you shall love them as yourself, for you 
were strangers in the land of Mitzrayim. 
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Coming Soon: Pronoun Stickers for Your Nametag 
by Hazzan Shulamit Wise Fairman, Lynn Bravewomon and Rabbi Dev Noily 

  
   As Davey Shlasko writes in the 
Trans*Ally Workbook, 
    “Most of the time, most people 
are on autopilot about pronouns. 
They call all women she, her and 
hers, and all men he, him and his. 
But being on autopilot doesn’t 
always work. Sometimes—
especially, but not only, when 
talking about trans* people—it can 
lead you to call someone a pronoun 
that isn’t what they’re usually 
called or what they want to be 
called.”  
     We are continuing to make 
Kehilla a more welcoming and 
inclusive space for all of our 
members.  All of us appreciate it 
when other people see us as who 
we are.  For  trans* people 
pronouns can be a constant source 
of being seen and affirmed when preferred pronouns 
are used by others; conversely the absence of 
accurate pronouns denies a critical piece of 
recognition and affirmation of identity. 
     Kehilla’s intention to build gender pronoun 
language in our community culture is part of gender-

inclusion efforts that reverse the 
invisibility caused when the wrong 
pronouns are used. 
     As a community of spiritual practice, 
it feels especially important that Kehilla 
be a place where everyone can be seen 
and affirmed in all of who we are.  So 
soon you’ll see a set of pronoun 
stickers next to our nametags. 
 Everyone has the option to add a 
pronoun sticker to your nametag, to let 
others know which pronouns you use.  
By using a sticker, cisgender people can 
support others in our community for 
whom “pronoun autopilot” doesn’t 
work well. 
     Whatever our gender identity, all of 
us have some experiences of resonance 
with the gender we were raised in, and 
some experiences of dissonance with 
the gender we were raised in.  We can 

all lean into those experiences to cultivate our 
compassion for ourselves and each other as we 
navigate this complex and shifting terrain of gender 
identity. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
    

    

A vocabulary moment: 

trans* refers to people whose 
gender identity is different from 

the gender identity they were 
assigned at birth, including 

people who are transgender, 
genderqueer, gender-

nonconforming, gender non-
binary, gender fluid, gender 

fabulous people. 

Cisgender refers to people 
whose gender identity is, for the 

most part, aligned with the 
gender they were assigned at 
birth and in which they were 

socialized. 

Kehilla Sings! 

 
         Interested in being part of a Kehilla Choir this Fall 
and Winter? We may offer this opportunity through 
our Adult Ed program with Bon Singer, a veteran 
cantor and synagogue choir director who has also 
directed Ya'Elah and Kitka.  
     PLEASE click on the following link and fill out a short 
questionnaire by Aug 28 to help us discern whether 
and how to move forward, and pass it on to your 
friends! 

 https://goo.gl/forms/Vd6jFONpn4IphBrK2 

https://goo.gl/forms/Vd6jFONpn4IphBrK2
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The Annual Kehilla Membership Retreat:  
Toward Further Improvements in Accessibility  

by Marilyn Golden & Don Stone 

In our debrief after another successful annual retreat, Kehilla’s Retreat Committee discussed how to achieve further 
improvements in the accessibility of the retreat to all members. Below is a report.  It addresses all dimensions of 
accessibility including affordability, access to the location, planning issues, and mobility access.  
 

Addressing Accessibility  at the Annual Kehilla Summer Retreat

     In the Retreat Committee’s debriefing of this year’s 
retreat, one focus of discussion has been about the 
accessibility challenges of Bort Meadow. There are 
various kinds of accessibility needs, including   
affordability, location, registration constraints, and 
physical mobility, all which contribute to the retreat 
location and experience being attractive and 
welcoming. 
     Affordability. We’ve had many comments that our 
past weekend retreats at retreat centers were out of 
the price range of many individuals and especially 
families—even with elective camping such as at Walker 
Creek Ranch.  
    Location issues: We have had requests for a location 
that is easy to get to on a Friday afternoon for people 
who want to camp the first night—and also for people 
who want make a round trip on Saturday. At Bort 
Meadow and at Walker Ranch, there is lack of cell 
phone reception. This can limit some members’ 
capacity to take part. Sometimes at Bort, there have 
been difficulties getting in and out of the locked gate 
when no one was on duty Friday.  
     Planning flexibility.  We need a site that is big 
enough that it does not require us to commit to a 
certain attendance well in advance. It helps to have 
flexibility that allows for final week commitment to 
attending, or even the day-of. Camping or easy 
commuting helps last minute planning and increases 
the numbers attending—about 25-30% of participants 
sign up or show up the last week. 
     Physical mobility. Challenges come with bumpiness 
or steepness of the terrain, any steps (none at Bort 
Meadow), accessibility to bathrooms (new Bort 
Meadow bathrooms are wheelchair accessible, though 
far from activities), parking availability, drop-off option 
for those needing it, and distance between the 
different stations—food, service, bathrooms, drop-off 
spot. We have had requests from people with mobility 
needs to have more accommodations so that they can 
attend either Bort Meadow, or another site.  
     Given these parameters, we are proceeding in the 
following manner: 

      *Reserve Bort Meadow for a weekend in July 2017 
(already have requested 7/14-16/2017, will hear back 
in late October if we got it). 
     *Tell anyone interested that we welcome their 
research on an alternative site that takes into account 
the factors mentioned above (our deposit for Bort 
Meadow, assuming we get our request, will be small 
enough to forfeit if we find a better site). 
     *Be proactive in responding to accessibility needs. 
Build into the reservation process a way to 
communicate specific needs and figure out best 
practices to meet them. For instance, the registration 
form/website will have a contact person for 
accessibility needs when we start to advertise next 
year’s retreat—Marilyn Golden may be filling this 
function. So coming up with solutions to specific needs 
can be creatively addressed well in advance. 
     Several congregants have already volunteered to 
assist with accessibility issues, including suggesting 
other sites/centers and being available to accompany 
individuals needing assistance to navigate at Bort 
Meadow, which is largely relatively flat, though the 
ground has a bumpy, uneven surface. 
     *Research alternative means of conveyance to 
transport individuals from point to point at the Bort 
Meadow site, possibly in ways that make use of the 
assistance from a volunteer. This research has already 
begun, with an initial finding that vehicles like golf carts 
are probably too expensive to own, rent, or transport 
from rental locations. Kehilla may have access to one 
or more ordinary wheelchairs that can be used. Or, all 
terrain wheelchairs may be one possibility. There may 
be other ways to deal with the bumpy terrain between 
the car turn-around and the dining tables that are not 
dependent upon volunteer assistance, and allow for 
more independent movement. 
     *Other concerns, suggestions, or ideas, regarding 
Kehilla Retreat accessibility issues or how to address 
them? Want to volunteer your assistance? 
     Contact either Marilyn Golden 
at mgolden@dredf.org, or Don Stone 
at donstone1@aol.com or 510-703-0073. 

mailto:mgolden@dredf.org,
mailto:donstone1@aol.com
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On the Origins of Kehilla: 
Social Justice 

                                                     by Rabbi Burt Jacobson 
Note: This is the fifth of a series of 
personal essays on the beginnings of 
Kehilla. Each article shares the 
origins of one or more of the ideals 
and/or values that motivated me to 
start Kehilla. The essays are adapted 

from the manuscript of the book I am in the process of 
completing, tentatively titled There is Only One Love: 
The Ba’al Shem Tov in the Modern World. 
     My passion for social justice came from my mother, 
Gert Jacobson. As the chairwoman of the Anti-
Defamation League in Cleveland during World War II, 
she tried to awaken the Jewish community to the Nazi 
atrocities in Europe. When our family moved to Texas 
in 1947, Gert became the chairwoman of the Anti-
Defamation League in San Antonio. In that capacity she 
worked with teachers in the public schools, instructing 
them on how to promote racial, ethnic and religious 
tolerance in their classrooms.  
     My mother’s commitment to social justice stemmed 
from her father, Ruby Goldberg. My grandfather, who 
was born in Romania, was a women’s tailor. A secular 
Yiddish-speaking Jew, he was strongly drawn to 
socialism. He became a negotiator for the International 
Ladies’ Garment Workers Union in New York. My 
mother remembered him coming home from the 
negotiations, infuriated by the tightfisted attitudes of 
the factory owners. He would go to the kitchen, pick up 
a carving knife and bang it repeatedly on the counter. 
“Those G… d…. bosses, those G… d…. bosses, they 
won’t give us a nickel! They won’t give us a nickel! 
      I did not hear that story until I was an adult, but I 
learned about the biblical prophets as a young student 
in the religious school of Temple Beth El in San 
Antonio. I came to admire the commitment of the 
Reform movement to social justice. 
       Yet, I did not study the words of the biblical 
prophets until I entered rabbinical school. In 1961, as a 
second-year student at the Jewish Theological 
Seminary, I took a seminar with Abraham Joshua 
Heschel on the prophets. By this time, Heschel was well 
on his way to becoming the most well-known Jewish 
religious thinker in the United States.  
       Heschel had completed his dissertation on the 
prophets in the late 1930s in Germany, just as the Nazi 
regime had come into power. In the late 1950s he 
decided to rewrite the book in English. The members of 

our seminar were privileged to read the galley proofs 
of The Prophets with him.  
    In the book’s introduction, Heschel wrote: 
     The things that horrified the prophets are even now 
daily occurrences all over the world. There is no society 
to which Amos’ words would not apply. 

Listen to this, you merchants who crush the 
poor,and trample on the needy! You who are 
thinking,“When will this New Moon festival  
finally be over so that we can sell our grain, and 
this Sabbath day, so we can market our wheat? 
Then we will tamper with the scales, making the 
bushel-measure smaller and the shekel-weight 
bigger. And then we can make slaves of the 
poor, buying them for their debt of a piece of 
silver or a pair of sandals, and we will even get 
paid for moldy wheat.”YHWH, the Pride of Israel, 
has sworn: ‘’I will never forget what you have 
done!’  Amos 8:4-7 

      Indeed, [Heschel continued] the sort of crimes and 
even the amount delinquency that fill the prophets of 
Israel with dismay do not go beyond that which we 
regard as normal, as typical ingredients of social 
dynamics. To us, a single act of injustice—cheating in 
business, exploitation of the poor—is slight; to the 
prophets, a disaster. To us injustice is injurious to the 
welfare of the people; to the prophets, it is a 
deathblow to existence; to us, an episode; to them, a 
catastrophe, a threat to the world.  
     Heschel’s prose was incandescent. I found his ability 
to enter the consciousness of the prophets utterly 
remarkable. As a result, the voices of the prophets 
have both stirred and haunted me throughout my life. 
     In the following years I found myself especially 
drawn to Amos, the first of the literary prophets, who 
focused almost exclusively on the necessity for social 
justice. Amos seemed totally relevant to the political 
climate of the late 1960s. Indeed, the Reverend Martin 
Luther King, Jr., who became Heschel’s friend and 
colleague, often cited Amos’ words. The day before he 
was assassinated in 1968, King delivered a speech in 
support of the striking sanitation workers in Memphis, 
in which he said:    

"Somehow the preacher must have a kind of fire 
shut up in his bones. And whenever injustice is 
around he must tell it. Somehow the preacher must  
[continued on next page] 
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On the Origins of Kehilla (continued) 
 
be an Amos, who said, “When God speaks, who can 
but prophesy?” Again with Amos, “Let justice roll 
down like waters and righteousness like a mighty 
stream.”  

       In the late 1960s I taught classes about Amos and 
his message to both high school students and adults. I 
emphasized the prophet’s fiery denunciations of 
corruption, wealth, luxury, perversion of justice and 
superficial religion.  

       As I thought about starting a synagogue in the early 
1980s, the fierce voice of Amos called out to me. I felt 
that this radical prophet of justice simply had to be 
given a platform in a city like Berkeley, which had been 
strongly identified with rapid social change, civic 
unrest, and political upheaval in the 1960s and ‘70s. 
The political Left was still robust and there were 
moral/political issues— the Israel-Palestine conflict, 
nuclear weapons, central American refugees—that 
cried out to be dealt with from a prophetic religious 
perspective. 

 
Thank you for Your Generosity 

 

Bar/Bat Mitvah Program 
Susan Coto McKenna and Rafael Coto 

General Fund 
Jane Weisbin and Charles Reilly 

Nueva Esperanza Accompaniment Teams (NEAT) 
Hope Friedman 
Irene McPhail 

Carolyn Schour 
Herbert Salomon and Marcia Liberson 

Simone Masson 
Lisa Rothman 
Ralph Silber 

Sandy Vaughn 
And members of Kehilla's three Accompaniment Teams 

Rabbi's Discretionary Fund 
David Levine and Laurel Zien

All Congregants Deserve A Safe Home 

If you or anyone in your home is experiencing: 
     >Child abuse  
     >Elder abuse  
     >Dependent adult abuse  
     >Teen dating violence 
     >Intimate partner violence (domestic violence) 
    The Kehilla Committee Against Abuse (CAA), working along side the Spiritual Life Practices Committee (SLPC), is 
here to help you become or remain safe.   If you are experiencing any kind of abuse, please call: Steven Falk, long-
time Kehilla member, at (510) 708-0517; Julie Patrusky, experienced domestic violence counselor and long-time 
Kehilla member, at (510) 528-0299; or Rabbi David at (510) 547-2424 x103.   Call the Shalom Bayit (Peace in the 
Home) helpline for counseling and advocacy for teen dating violence and domestic violence issues at: (866) SHALOM-
7 (742-5667) toll-free within the Bay Area or (510) 451-7233 (SAFE) outside the Bay Area.
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September 2016 
Fri., Sept. 2, NO Kabbalat Shabbat service tonight. 
Please join us on Friday night, Sept 16.  

Sat., Sept 3, 10:30am, Elul Shabbat Service on the 
Marina – Rosh Chodesh. Yes, it is one month to go to 
Rosh Hashanah and at this special outdoor service on 
the Marina we will celebrate the New Moon of Elul 
which includes Hallel, the musical holiday celebration 
prayers, led by Beth Dickinson. Discussion led by Rabbi 
David on our High Holy Day theme on our how our 
work on immigration and refugees connects to our 
Jewish path. Check the website for location. Bring a 
chair with you and prepare to dress warmly. Kiddush to 
follow.  Please bring vegetarian finger foods to share, if 
you are able.  

Tues., Sept. 6, 7:30pm. Middle East Peace Committee 
Meeting. Back classroom. 

Wed., Sept. 7, 7:50am Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room. (Enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview.)  Doors open at 7:50 a.m., 
short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30, 
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. 

Wed., Sept. 7, 6:30pm  Spiritual Life Practices 
Committee Meeting.  Fireside Room. 

Thurs., Sept. 8, 4-6pm. Kehilla School. Please enter 
through the kitchen door. 

Thurs., Sept. 8, 6:30pm. "700 Benches: 
Experiencing Biblical Hebrew." Taught by Jenna Kemp 
First class of the series.. (See details on p. 10)  

Fri., Sept. 9, 6:30pm, Friday Night Peace Walk with 
Rabbi David and OCO. This is an easy opportunity to 
really be part of the movement for peace in our own 
community led by Oakland Community Organizations’ 
Ceasefire campaign. Rabbi David has affirmed to OCO 
that we will try to have at least ten Kehilla folk join him 
at these walks for community peace.. The campaign is 
many-sided, including the training and mobilization of 
neighborhood peace interveners, the retraining of 
police, and a weekly peace walk with local 
congregations to support a “culture of peace and 
healing” in neighborhoods at risk. Rabbi David reports 
that he has done this about 10 times and it is an 

especially nice way to meet people from across the 
spectrum of Oakland communities.Meet inside First 
Mt. Sinai Church, 1970 86th Ave. For info, call 510-606-
5064.    

Sat., Sept. 10, 10am. Chai Elul Shabbat and New 
Member Welcome. Join our “Bima Team” for a 
spirited, musical service as we immerse in the month of 
Elul and prepare for the High Holy Days. Our newest 
members will receive a special honor during the Torah 
service, and we’ll kick off the morning with Ketzev 
Kehilla, our prayerful percussion orchestra. Come one, 
come all! Children most welcome! Vegetarian potluck 
luncheon to follow. Please bring a vegetarian dish to 
share.  Kiddush also sponsored by Ruth Goldstone & 
James Eder in honor of Ruth's mother Merle S. 
Goldstone's yartzheit. 

Mon., Sept. 12, 7pm. Book Discussion Group. We will 
discuss The Fixer by Bernard Malamud. Fireside Room. 
(See p. 8 for details.) 

Mon., Sept. 12, 7:30pm. Conversion Group. Buber 
Room. (See p. 10 for details.) 

Tues., Sept. 13, 7pm. Generosity Committee meeting. 
Fireside Room. 

Wed., Sept. 14, 7:50am Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room. (Enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview.)  Doors open at 7:50 a.m., 
short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30, 
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. 

Thurs., Sept. 15, 4-6pm. Kehilla School. Please enter 
through the kitchen door. 

Thurs., Sept. 15, 6:30pm. "700 Benches: 
Experiencing Biblical Hebrew." Taught by Jenna Kemp. 
(See details on p. 10.)  

Fri., Sept. 16, 5:30-7:30pm Solar Lights for Gaza 
Fundraiser and Pre-Shabbat Potluck: This is a special 
pre-Shabbat Service gathering and potluck meal 
organized by Kehilla’s Greening Committee and Middle 
East Peace Committee. The purpose is to raise 
tzedakah for Rebuilding Alliance’s project to provide 
solar lights for the residents of Gaza where electricity is 

Kehilla Community Synagogue 
1300 Grand Avenue (at Fairview) 

Piedmont, CA  94610 
(510) 547-2424 

Please come fragrance-free to all Kehilla events, 
for the health of people with respiratory conditions 

and chemical sensitivities. 
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often available for only four or five hours in a day. This 
is especially needed by children who would otherwise 
study at night by hazardous candle or kerosene light. 
(See article p. 8 .) Guest speaker: Donna Baranski-
Walker, founder of Rebuilding Alliance. We will have a 
Potluck Dinner in the Social Hall starting at 5:30.  Please 
bring a vegetarian or fish dish to share.  

Fri., Sept. 16, 7:30pm, Kabbalat Shabbat with Hazzan 
Shulamit, Julie Nesnansky, and Beth Dickinson. Join us 
for a soulful and spirited musical evening to welcome in 
the joy and peace of Shabbat.  Kiddush to follow. 
Please bring veggie finger foods to share! 

Sat., Sept. 17, 10:30am, Elul Shabbat Service with our 
Chevra Kadisha, at Kehilla led by Rabbi David, Hazzan 
Shulamit, and Julie Nesnansky. Celebrating the 
completion of our “Sh’mira Readings Project.” Sh’mira 
is the ritual of staying with the body of the deceased in 
the period preceding the funeral during which the 
shomer (“guardian”) traditionally reads from the book 
of psalms. For our members when they do Sh’mira, 
Kehilla’s Chevra Kadisha has assembled readings from 
innovative and interpretive translations of the psalms 
some of which we will read at this service. We will have 
a short Torah reading that morning with one aliyah. 
Deuteronomy 22:6-12. If you want to chant this, email 
Rabbi David.  In the Fireside Room. Kiddush sponsored 
by the Chevra Kadisha. 

Sat., Sept. 17, 3:30-6:30pm. Kehilla High Holy Days Art 
Reception. Fireside Room and throughout the building. 
(See announcement, p.4 for details.) 

Sun., Sept. 18, 3:30-7pm. A Community Forum on the 
Movement for Black Lives Platform Study & 
Conversation. With Kehilla leaders, staff, and 
members.  (See article, p. 9 for details.) Buber Room. 

Sun., Sept. 18, 1- 3 pm, “We Are the Bridge” Exhibit 
Reception at Osher Marin JCC in San Rafael. Sponsored 
by the Faith Trio (Kehilla, Islamic Cultural Center, 
Montclair Presbyterian). Includes at least two artists 
who are Kehilla members, Lea Delson and Susan 
Freundlich. 200 North San Pedro Rd. San Rafael 94903. 

Sun., Sept. 18, 2pm.  Yoga for Renewal. Rooted in 
Jewish Mystical Teachings. With Julie Emden of Jewish 
LearningWorks.  Co-sponsored by Kehilla.  4th Street 
Yoga, 1809C 4th Street, Berkeley, CA 94710. $25 Public 
/$20 members of co-sponsoring organizations. 
Register: tinyurl.com/yoga918.  

Sun., Sept. 18, 4pm. "Drumming As Prayer" class with 
Debbie Fier. Fireside Room. (See p. _ for details.) 

Wed., Sept. 21, 7:50am Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room (Enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview)  Doors open at 7:50 a.m., 

short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30, 
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. 

Wed., Sept. 21, 7pm. "Drumming As Prayer" class with 
Debbie Fier. Fireside Room. (See p. 11 for details.) 

Thurs., Sept. 22, 4-6pm. Kehilla School. Please enter 
through the kitchen door. 

Thurs., Sept. 22, 6:30pm. "700 Benches: 
Experiencing Biblical Hebrew." Taught by Jenna Kemp. 
Back classroom, main floor. (See details on p. 10.)  

Fri., Sept. 23,  6:-9:00 Bar/Bat Mitzvah Shabbat 
Celebration: This evening is for all Bar Bat Mitzvah 
family members and is a required part of the BBM 
Program. Come to the synagogue to welcome in the 
new school year and the New Year with a festive 
Shabbat evening. We will begin with a short table 
service followed by a vegetarian potluck.   Fireside 
Room & Sanctuary. 

Fri., Sept. 23,  6:30pm Tot Shabbat.  For babies and 
children up to 5 years old (or older if they enjoy it) and 
their grown-ups. Led by Jen Miriam Kantor, Alon 
Altman and Jen’s puppet friends. Please bring a 
vegetarian potluck dish.  Social Hall. Childcare will be 
provided upon request. 

Sat., Sept. 24, No Shabbat Morning service – Join us 
tonight for Pre-Holy Days Ingathering. 

Sat., Sept. 24. The Bird of Many Colors: A Pre-Holy 
Days Ingathering: 7:15pm schmooze with 
refreshments in the Social Hall, program begins at 8pm.  
Gather with us one week before Rosh Hashanah, as we 
turn together toward the Days of Awe. This year, rather 
than observing Selichot with a service, all are welcome 
to an evening of community, music, stories, meditation 
and reflection.  Join us in the social hall for a little nosh 
and socializing, followed by a program led by the 
Kehilla spiritual leadership and musical prayer leaders, 
as we focus our awareness and maybe set some 
intention for our experience of the holy days.   If you 
are new to Kehilla, or to Kehilla’s observance of the 
High Holydays, this evening is a lovely way to begin the 
experience.  If you’re accustomed to the Selichot 
services of the last few years, you’ll find a similar 
opportunity in this program for settling into intention 
and reflection. 

Sun., Sept. 25, 8:15am-4pm, ROPES course for Bar/Bat 
Mitzvah Students. Students will carpool together to 
the spectacular Fort Miley for a day of fun, adventure 
and an exploration of team building activities. BBM 
families will receive more information about this in the 
mail. 
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Sun., Sept. 25, 1:15-3:30 pm. Interfaith Environmental 
Activity with the Faith Trio (Kehilla, Islamic Cultural 
Center, Montclair Presbyterian). This interfaith activity 
involves removing non-native plants in Joaquin Miller 
Park. Four more volunteers from Kehilla are still 
needed. To volunteer, call Lea Delson 510-528-6725. 

Sun., Sept. 25, 9am. Joyfully Jewish for 
Kindergarteners. Back classroom, main floor. 

Sun., Sept. 25, 5pm. "Mrs. Reiff and the Counterfeit 
Shop," a staged play reading by Stephanie Anne 
Johnson. Sponsored by Kehilla. A touching portrait of 
the friendship between a Black teenager and a 
Holocaust survivor in the 1960s.(See details, p. 6.) 

Tues., Sept. 27, 6:45pm. (Dinner at 6:15)  Board of 
Trustees Meeting. All are welcome. Fireside  Room. 

Wed., Sept. 28, 7:50am Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room. (Enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview.)  Doors open at 7:50 a.m., 
short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30, 
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. 

Thurs., Sept. 29, 4-6pm. Kehilla School. Please enter 
through the kitchen door. 

Thurs., Sept. 29, 6:30pm. "700 Benches: 
Experiencing Biblical Hebrew." Taught by Jenna Kemp. 
Back classroom, main floor. (See details on p. 10.)  

Fri., Sept. 30.  No Services. 
 

October 2016 
Sat., Oct. 1, 10:30am, Elul Shabbat Service at Kehilla 
with Sharon Grodin and Julie Nesnanksy, a smaller 
service in the Fireside Room, with music and reflection.   
  
Sun., Oct. 2, 6:30pm, Erev Rosh Hashanah services at 
Scottish Rite Center, 1547 Lakeside Drive, Oakland.  For 
both adults and children, start at 6:30pm. Sermon by 
Rabbi Dev.  
 
Mon., Oct. 3. Rosh Hashanah services. SERVICES WILL 
END before 12:45! at Scottish Rite Center, 1547 
Lakeside Drive, Oakland. Our leaders are determined to 
conclude the service  in time for tashlich and lunch at a 
reasonable hour. 
8:30 – 9:15am. Silent Meditation Space - 3rd Floor 
9:30am – 12:40pm. Main Rosh Hashanah Morning 
Service, beginning with Ketzev Kehilla with Kehilla’s 
Spiritual Leaders, Hazzan Shulamit and our Musical 
Prayer Leaders 
10:00 – 11:15am. Family and Youth Service with Rabbi 
Dev Noily, Sandra Razieli, Natalie Boskin, and Musical 

Prayer Leader Beth Dickinson and surprise guests! 
Children, teens and adults welcome. 

10:15 - 11:15am. Rosh Hashanah Toddler Services with 
Jen Miriam and Alon Altman. Geared towards babies, 
tots, and kids up to 5 years olds and their grown ups or 
families. 
12:45-12:55pm, Tashlich at Lake Merritt (across the 
street from services) with Rabbi David. 

 Tues., Oct. 4, 9:30am-12:30pm, Second Day Rosh 
Hashanah Services at Kehilla, 1300 Grand Avenue, 
Piedmont, with Rabbi Chaya Gusfield and Eve Decker. 
Kehilla Sanctuary. Receive the replenishment of 
contemplative song, story, and silence. Rabbi Chaya 
Gusfield and Buddhist teacher and musician Eve Decker 
use the beautiful complement of Jewish and Buddhist 
teachings, music, and spiritual practices to delve deeply 
into the essence of this holy day. A more intimate 
service for the second day. 

Wed., Oct. 5, 7:50am Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room. (Enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview.)  Doors open at 7:50 a.m., 
short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30, 
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. 

Wed., Oct. 5, 6:30pm. Spiritual Life Practices 
Committee meeting. Fireside Room. 

Wed., Oct. 5, 7:30pm. Middle East Peace Committee 
Meeting. Fireside Room. 

Thurs., Oct. 6. No Kehilla School. 

Fri., Oct. 7, 7:30pm. NO Kabbalat Shabbat services. 
Please join us for Shabbat Shuva on Saturday morning, 
Oct 8. Our next Kabbalat Shabbat service with Hazzan 
Shulamit will be on November 4.   

Sat., Oct. 8, 10:30am. Shabbat Shuva Service at 
Kehilla.  Join Howard Hamburger and Julie Nesnansky 
for the special Shabbat service situated within the Ten 
Days of Awe. We take the themes of the High Holydays 
and we explore them in the context of Shabbat in a 
smaller service context. Kiddush sponsored by Beth 
Weinberger in memory of her mother, Frieda 
Weinberger, and by Amy Bat Tzipora in memory of her 
beloved Bubbies, Zaydies, mother and father. 

Mon., Oct. 10, 7pm.  Book Discussion Group.  We will 
discuss Mystics of Mile End by Sigal Samuel. Fireside 
Room. 

Tues., Oct. 11, 6:30pm. Kol Nidre Service (for grown 
ups) at Scottish Rite Center, 1547 Lakeside Drive, 
Oakland. Judaism’s most cherished prayer sung once a 
year, Kol Nidre, kicks off a day of collective 
introspection. Sermon by Rabbi David. 
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 Tues., Oct. 11, 6:30pm. Family Kol Nidre Service (for 
children and family) at Kehilla, 1300 Grand Avenue, 
Piedmont Led by Rabbi Dev Noily & Lior Ben-Hur.  
Geared toward children ages 6-12.  Children of all ages 
and adults welcome. 

Tues., Oct. 11, 6:30pm, Toddler Kol Nidre Service (for 
babies and tots) at Kehilla, 1300 Grand Avenue, 
Piedmont Led by Jen Miriam and Alon Altman.  A 
musical, spiritual journey geared toward kids up to 5 
years old and their grown ups.  

Wed., Oct. 12. Yom Kippur Morning Services 
at Scottish Rite Center, 1547 Lakeside Drive, Oakland 
8:30am- 9:15am, Silent Meditation Space 
9:30am,  Main Yom Kippur Morning Service 
10:00am- 11:00am, Youth Services  (6th - 8th grades) 

 Wed., Oct. 12. Yom Kippur Afternoon/Evening 
Services & Activities at Kehilla, 1300 Grand Avenue, 
Piedmont 
2:00- 4:30pm Drop off potluck offerings at Kehilla (or 
bring them at 7:45pm) 
2:30-3:30 pm Workshops 
4:30 pm Yizkor (Remembrance of those who died) 
5:15 pm Rabbi Burt sermon, Healing Service & 
Dukhanen (Priestly blessings) 
6:30 pm Ne’ila (Closing the Gates) 
8:00pm-9:30pm Community Pot Luck Break-Fast at 
Kehilla. Please bring a vegetarian main dish to share. 
Food can be dropped off at Kehilla between 2:00 & 
4:30 p.m., or at 7:45 p.m. 

Thurs., Oct. 13. No Kehilla School. 

Fri., Oct. 14, 6:30pm, Friday Night Peace Walk with 
OCO. Usually Rabbi David is on these walks but may be 
out of town this weekend. But Kehilla people have 
been coming, so it would be great to continue to have 
our shul’s participation in David’s absence. This is an 
easy opportunity to really be part of the movement for 
peace in our own community led by Oakland 
Community Organizations’ Ceasefire campaign. The 
campaign is many-sided including the training and 
mobilization of neighborhood peace interveners, the 
retraining of police, and a weekly peace walk with local 
congregations to support a “culture of peace and 
healing” in neighborhoods at risk. The neighbors there 
support these walks and it has always been peaceful 
and friendly. It’s a nice way to meet people from across 
the spectrum of Oakland communities who support 
Ceasefire efforts. Meet inside First Mt. Sinai Church, 
1970 86th Ave. For info, call 510-606-5064.   

Sat. Oct. 15, 10:30am. Shabbat Service with Sharon 
Grodin and Beth Dickinson. As we read the poem that 
comprises parashat Haazinu (Deuteronomy 32), we can 

see the influence of the theology of the prophets on 
this chapter. Of course, the prophets were centuries 
after Moses, so this is a much later insert into the 
Torah with a very different way of seeing God. What 
was this theology and how does it connect to later 
Jewish spirituality and to our social activism today? We 
will especially look at Deuteronomy 32:37-40. Kiddush 
to follow. Bring a veggy potluck dish to share. Fireside 
Room. 

Sun., Oct. 16, 11am-1pm. Kehilla Neighborhood 
Brunches. 

Sun., Oct. 16, 5:30pm. Chai Mitzvah Group. Back 
classroom, main floor.   (See details, p. 11.)  

Mon., Oct. 17, 7-9pm. Community Discussion of Ballot 
Propositions and Local Measures.  Sponsored by the 
Economic Justice Committee, the Greening Committee 
and Anti-Death Penalty Action Group. Social Hall. (See 
article, p. 17.) 

Mon., Oct. 17, 6:30pm. "Elements of Magical Judaism" 
class. Taught by Jude Elfe & Jonathan Furst. Sanctuary.  
(See p. 12 for details.) 

Wed., Oct. 19, 7:50am Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room. (Enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview.)  Doors open at 7:50 a.m., 
short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30, 
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. 

Wed., Oct. 19, 7pm. Economic Justice Committee 
Meeting. Social Hall. 

Thurs., Oct. 20, 4-6pm. Kehilla School. Please enter 
through the kitchen door. 

Fri., Oct. 21, 6:30pm, Sukkot Shabbat Friday Evening 
Potluck in the Sukkah. Bring the whole family and join 
us for a Sukkot dinner in the Sukkah (and/or Social 
Hall). This is not a ritual-heavy event – our major 
purpose is to celebrate and be happy, which is the very 
purpose the Torah describes for the holiday. We’ll do a 
few blessings, then a potluck dinner, conversation, 
perhaps a chance for kids to make sukkah decorations, 
and then, as you choose to, do the ritual of blessing the 
lulav palm frond and shaking in blessing to all the 
world’s directions with Rabbi David. At Kehilla 
Remember: Bring a veggy potluck dish to share and be 
joyous. 

Sat., Oct. 22, 10:30am. Sukkot Shabbat with Special 
Procession.  Appropriate for everyone in the family. 
Join Rabbi David & Julie Nesnansky as we celebrate 
Sukkot with a joyous musical service and processions 
(“hakafot”) with lulav followed by Kiddush in the 
sukkah. Bring veggie finger food to share. 
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Mon. Oct. 24. Simchat Torah Celebration at Chochmat 
HaLev  2215 Prince St., Berkeley at Fulton. 
Join with all the Bay Area Renewal communities for a 
night of sacred and ecstastic dancing to live music and 
special Torah chanting to celebrate the conclusion of 
our High Holy Day journey.    
6:00pm  Special Kids Celebration with Jen Miriam and 
Alon Altman, dance and sing around the Torah with  
puppets, music and friends 
6:30pm Vegetarian potluck dinner 
7:00 pm Maariv, Dancing and Torah service with the 
Shirat HaLev Musicians 
9:30 pm- Kiddush and refreshments 
Donation:  Members of participating organizations: 
$15-10   General Public $20-15   Children: $5 

Tues., Oct. 25, 6:45pm. (Dinner at 6:15)  Board of 
Trustees Meeting. All are welcome. Fireside  Room. 

Wed., Oct. 26, 7:50am Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room. (Enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview.)  Doors open at 7:50 a.m., 
short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30, 
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. 

Wed., Oct. 26, 7pm. A Class in the Poetic Word. Taught 
by Lenore Weiss. Fireside Room. (See p. 12 for details.) 

Thurs., Oct. 27, 4-6pm.  Kehilla School. Please enter 
through the kitchen door. 

Thurs., Oct. 27, 6:30pm. "700 Benches: 
Experiencing Biblical Hebrew." Taught by Jenna Kemp. 
(See details on p. 10)  

Fri., Oct. 28, 6:30pm, Tot Shabbat. For children up to 5 
years old (or older if they enjoy it) and their grown-ups. 
Led by Jen Miriam Kantor, Alon Altman and Jen’s 
puppet friends. Please bring a vegetarian potluck dish. 
In the Social Hall. 

Sat., Oct 29, 10:30am.  Shabbat Service and Torah 
Study with Rabbi David and Beth Dickinson. Here we go 
again! We are starting the Torah anew from the first 
parasha of the Torah. We will be looking at the mythic 
Garden of Eden story and how it has been 
reinterpreted in traditional and modern midrash (such 
as by Lilith Magazine and John Steinbeck). During the 
service, rather than chanting the Torah we will study 

and discuss Chapter 3 of Genesis. Followed by Kiddush. 
Bring veggie finger food to share. 

Sat., Oct.29, 9am. 30th annual Harmony Walk/Run to 
End Homelessness in Richmond, hosted by the Greater 
Richmond Interfaith Program (GRIP). Check-in 9:30am. 
Walk begins 10:30am.The web address with a link to 
our team page & further details will be provided in the 
Kehilla weekly e-mails. You can walk or run for as 
much, or as little, a distance as you want.  And, there 
will be a festival in the park after the walk. (See 
announcement, p. 14.) 

Sun., Oct. 30, 2:30-5:00, (1) Nuts and Bolts Workshop 
for Parents & (2) Interactive Discussion with Shalom 
Bayit for Bar/Bat Mitzvah Students 
(1) is required for parents, (2) is highly recommended 
for Students 
   Parents who have previously gone through the 
program will be coming to and share their nuts and 
bolts experiences about planning for the whole year, 
including sharing details about how to keep things 
organized, as well as kiddush and party planning. 
Simultaneously, Zephira Derblich-Milea from Shalom 
Bayit will be presenting her award-winning workshop, 
“Love Shouldn’t Hurt.” www.shalom-bayit.org/teen 
In this workshop, students will have the opportunity to 
learn and discuss about how to build and maintain 
healthy relationships.    
For questions or to request childcare for BBM related 
activities, contact sandra@kehillasynagogue.org.  

Mon., Oct. 31, 6:30-9:30pm. "Elements of Magical 
Judaism" class. Taught by Jude Elfe & Jonathan Furst. 
Sanctuary.  (See p. 12 for details.) 

Sat., Nov. 5, 6:45pm. Annual Harvest Dinner of the 
Faith Trio (Kehilla, Islamic Cultural Center, Montclair 
Presbyterian). Come early at 6:15 if you would like to 
be present at the Muslim evening prayer. Followed by 
multi-faith blessings before dinner. Designated potluck: 
Kehilla members bring veggy salads (fish okay). 
Muslims, Jews and Christians eating together and an 
opportunity to discuss the subject of the evening: 
Solidarity: A Spiritual Necessity. At the Islamic Cultural 
Center, 1433 Madison Street, Oakland. 
 

 
  

http://www.shalom-bayit.org/teen
mailto:sandra@kehillasynagogue.org.
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Kehilla Community Synagogue 
Please use the following number for all staff:  (510) 547-2424 

Co-Rabbi, David J. Cooper 
Rabbidavid@kehillasynagogue.org 

Co-Rabbi, Dev Noily  
RabbiDev@kehillasynagogue.org 

Executive Director,  Michael Saxe-Taller 
Michael@kehillasynagogue.org 

Managing Director, Beth Bittle 
Beth@kehillasynagogue.org 

Hazzan Shulamit Wise Fairman 
Shulamit@kehillasynagogue.org 

Bar/Bat Mitvzah Program Director, Sandra Razieli 
Sandra@kehillasynagogue.org 

Founding Rabbi, Burt Jacobson   (510) 283-5704 
RabBurt@earthlink.net 
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Communications Coordinator,  
Sasha Gottfried 
Sasha@kehillasynagogue.org 

Youth Programs Coordinator,  
Natalie Boskin  
Natalie@kehillasynagogue.org 

Bookkeeper, Molly Melamed 
Molly@kehillasynagogue.org 

Events Line: 

Fax: (510) 547-2442 

Chevra Kadisha: 
Jane Hoberman: 510-843-6047 

Committee Against Abuse: 
Steven Falk: 510-339-0517 

Spiritual Life Practices Committee Chair:  
Shoshana Finacom 
Spirituallife@kehillasynagogue.org 
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              High Holy Days 5777/2016 
                     Seeking Shelter in the Days of Awe:  
            Immigrants and Refugees, Longing and Home 
                                                    by Rabbi Dev Noily 

     In March of this year a 
group of Kehilla members 
working on immigration 
issues called a meeting to 
connect people in our 
community who are involved 

in all kinds of work and service with immigrants and 
refugees, and the laws and policies affecting them. 
    Here are some of the ways people who came to the 
meeting are engaged: 

 Working with Nueva Esperanza to form 
accompaniment teams who provide direct 
support to newly arrived Central American 
immigrants; 

 Supporting LGBT refugees through the Jewish 
Family and Community Services of the East 
Bay LGBT refugee resettlement program ; 

 Working with Jewish Voice for Peace doing 
neighborhood canvassing focused on 
welcoming refugees and ending Muslim 
profiling; 

 Participating in monthly vigils at the ICE West 
County Detention Facility to support 
immigrant detainees and their families; 

 Exploring Kehilla's potential to be a sanctuary 
synagogue for those who face deportation; 

 Providing legal or counseling services to 
immigrants; 

 Providing direct or financial support for Syrian 
and other refugees in Europe, through the 
Hebrew Immigrant Aid Society (HIAS) and 
other agencies; 

 Working with the East Bay Interfaith 
Immigration Coalition; 

 Providing support to Syrian refugees coming 
to the U.S. 

    I left that meeting inspired and moved by the 
incredible energy among people in the Kehilla 
community.  There are so many ways that so many 
people are supporting immigrants and refugees, 

fighting against deportations and human rights 
abuses, and advocating for policy changes that reflect 
our commitment to welcome people who are fleeing 
war, persecution and social and economic turmoil.   
    One thing that came up at the meeting was the 
need to let more people know about the work that’s 
happening, and to help more people join in.  How 
could we get word out about where contributions are 
needed and how people contribute—whether 
someone has an occasional few hours or dollars to 
give, or has housing to share, or can offer an ongoing 
gift of time? 
    When the Spiritual Leadership team (Rabbi David, 
Hazzan Shulamit, Avi Rose, Rabbi Burt, Howard 
Hamburger, Sandra Razieli, Sharon Grodin and myself) 
met to consider our theme for this year’s High Holy 
Days, “immigrants and refugees” emerged as a 
compelling choice.  We saw at least a trio of 
interconnected reasons to dig into this ground:  (1) the 
urgent humanitarian and justice issues underlying the 
unprecedented migration underway, (2) the energy 
already flowing in Kehilla to address the crises, and (3) 
the potential for our coming together for High Holy 
Days to help more people respond to the crises.  
    One more reason to let ourselves be guided by this 
theme is its profoundly rich spiritual terrain.  
Experiences of seeking refuge, migrating, yearning for 
home and offering harbor and kindness to those 
fleeing from danger open up the big questions that all 
of us sometimes face in moments of stillness.  What is 
the sense of disorientation, separateness or apartness 
that we sometimes feel? How do we come to be at 
home in the world and in ourselves? What is our 
longing for connection and at-one-ment—where does 
it come from, and where can it lead us? What are our 
personal and communal histories of migration and 
how do they shape us? How can we move toward 
harmony and balance between our unique individual 
experience and our shared connection to all that is? 

[continued on p. 19]
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Renew Your Membership Now! 
    Kehilla members in good standing will automatically 

receive complimentary admission to High Holy Day 
services when you renew your membership for 2015-16.  

Your admission to High Holy Day services will be your 
name at the door, along with your name tag.  

    To renew your membership, please visit our website at 
www.KehillaSynagogue.org.     

 

Discounts 
On First-Time Membership 

    We are offering a discount on membership dues 
through December 1, 2016. Dues are $200 for Adults 
under 30, and $660 for Adults 30 and over, and will 
include tickets to all High Holy Day services. Conversely, 
any payment made for High Holy Day tickets can be 
applied to the cost of membership. Payment plans can be 
arranged. 

   Visit the website at www.KehillaSynagogue.org and 
click on “JOIN” for more information, or  contact Sasha at 
(510) 547-2424 x100 or Sasha@KehillaSynagogue.org.   

 

 

High Holy Day Tickets  
for the General Public 

Tickets to services  for the general public can be 
ordered on the website at 

http://kehillasynagogue.org/highholydays/  

Tickets will also be available 
 for purchase at the door. 

High Holy Days Schedule 
The Bird of Many Colors:  

A Pre-Holy Days Ingathering 
Saturday, September 24  

Social hour at 7:15, Program at 8pm 

Erev Rosh Hashanah at Scottish Rite Center  
Sunday, October 2, 6:30pm  

Rosh Hashanah at Scottish Rite Center  
Monday, October 3, 9:30am  

Rosh Hashanah Family & Youth Service 
 at Scottish Rite Center 
Monday, October 3, 10am 

Rosh Hashanah Toddler Services 
at Scottish Rite Center 

Monday, October 3, 10:15am 

Second Day Rosh Hashanah at Kehilla  
Tuesday, October 4, 9:30am 

Shabbat Shuvah at Kehilla 
Saturday, October 8, 10:30am 

Kol Nidre at Scottish Rite Center 
 Tuesday, October 11, 6:30pm  

Kol Nidre Family Service at Kehilla  
Tuesday, October 11, 6:30pm 

Kol Nidre Toddler Service at Kehilla  
Tuesday, October 11, 6:30pm 

Yom Kippur Day at Scottish Rite Center  
Wednesday, October 12, 9:30am  

Yom Kippur Youth Service for 6th-8th Graders 
at Scottish Rite Center 

Wednesday, October 12, 10am 

Yom Kippur Afternoon/Evening at Kehilla 
Wednesday, October 12 

2:00-4:30pm: Drop off potluck offerings* 
2:30-3:30pm: Workshops 

 4:30pm: Yizkor (Remembrance) 
5:15pm: Rabbi Burt Teaching, Healing Service & Dukhanen  

6:30pm: Ne’ila (Closing the Gates) 
8pm: Community Potluck Break-fast 

*Please bring a vegetarian main dish to share. Food can be 
dropped off at Kehilla between 2:00 & 4:30pm or at 7:45pm 

 

 

KKeehhiillllaa  HHiigghh  HHoollyy  DDaayyss  
22001166//55777777 

http://www.KehillaSynagogue.org.
http://www.KehillaSynagogue.org
mailto:Sasha@KehillaSynagogue.org.
http://kehillasynagogue.org/highholydays/
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Executively Speaking  
A New Year: Looking Ahead 

                                         by Michael Saxe-Taller, Executive Director 
      

       It is again that time of the Jewish 
cycle when we reflect on the past year    
and imagine the one that is coming.   
     This year, my first full Jewish year at 
Kehilla, was filled with important 

moments and solid growth for us as a congregation. We 
finished the year a stronger, more cohesive community. 
We have increased our membership, solidified our 
finances, updated our technology, prepared for an 
upcoming rabbinic transition and developed even more 
committed congregant leaders (for specifics, see my June 
Kol Kehilla article at http://kehillasynagogue.org/oh-
what-a-year/. I think we can be proud of all that we did 
to strengthen our community and to make constructive 
change in the communities around us. 
     I am jazzed for the year that is coming up. We enter 
the year planted on firm ground,  prepared to face the 
next important set of challenges for us as a community. I 
think these include: 
     Caring for our building – Our physical home is in need 
of some significant repair. In addition, we want our 
building to be more accessible and more welcoming to 
our own community and to those who join us.  
     Completing our Rabbinic transition – Rabbis David and 
Dev will be serving as Co-Rabbis for this year until the  

 
next stage of the transition occurs in July 2017. We will 
have many chances to appreciate Rabbi David for his 
years of work and to prepare for Rabbi Dev’s step into 
the senior rabbinic role. We will also be searching for a 
dynamic new Director of Kehilla School to join our Kehilla 
leadership team.  
     Addressing the issues of a growing community – 
Kehilla grew by 25 member households in the past year 
and we have reason to think that we will continue to 
grow this year as well. We will need to put attention to 
welcoming our new members, as well as to how we 
maintain our intimacy and individual care while we grow. 
     Thinking about our next 5-10 years – As our present 
day situation has become stable, we now have the 
opportunity to image our future as a congregation and to 
strategize and prioritize the steps that will get us there.    
The Kehilla Board and many of our other committees will 
have opportunities to do this kind of thinking. 
     I am excited for the opportunity to engage with you 
this year on these issues and on the many other aspects 
of Kehilla life.  
     May we all have a sweet year of working, building, 
growing and celebrating together as a community. 
L’Shana Tova

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

It's Membership Renewal Time! 

    It is time again for you to renew your annual Kehilla dues pledge. 

     We are excited to have a new membership renewal and registration process, a result of another one of our 
year’s major accomplishments - a new, upgraded database. We now have one form that is used for membership 
renewals, new memberships and religious school registrations. The form will combine all fees and allow you to 
set up a payment plan. We will also be able to automatically update your contact information into the database.  

     We strongly encourage everyone to renew their membership electronically. If you need a paper registration 
form, please contact Sasha Gottfried at 510-547-2424 x100 or Sasha@kehillasynagogue.org  

     You have recently received a letter and a couple of emails outlining the renewal/registration process. You can 
access the renewal/registration form by going to the to the Kehilla website or to the link in the renewal emails.  

     We deeply appreciate your membership in this community and look forward to another year together! 

  

http://kehillasynagogue.org/oh-
mailto:Sasha@kehillasynagogue.org
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Chai Elul Shabbat & 
New Member Welcome 

Saturday, September 10, 10am 

      Join our “Bima Team” for a spirited, musical service as 
we immerse in the month of Elul and prepare for the High 
Holy Days. Our newest members will receive a special 
honor during the Torah service, and we’ll kick off the 
morning with Ketzev Kehilla, our prayerful percussion 
orchestra. Come one, come all! Children most welcome! 
Vegetarian potluck luncheon to follow. Please bring a 
vegetarian dish to share.  Kiddush also sponsored by Ruth 
Goldstone & James Eder in honor of Ruth's mother Merle 
S. Goldstone's yartzheit. 

 

Solar Lights for Gaza Fundraiser & 
 Pre-Shabbat Potluck 

Friday, September 16, 5:30pm 
     This is a special pre-Shabbat Service gathering and 
potluck meal organized by Kehilla’s Greening Committee 
and Middle East Peace Committee. The purpose is to raise 
tzedakah for Rebuilding Alliance’s project to provide solar 
lights for the residents of Gaza where electricity is often 
available for only four or five hours in a day. This is 
especially needed by children who would otherwise study 
at night by hazardous candle or kerosene light. Guest 
speaker: Donna Baranski-Walker, founder of Rebuilding 
Alliance. We will have a Potluck Dinner in the Social Hall 
starting at 6:00.  Please bring a vegetarian or fish dish to 
share.  Followed by Kabbalat Shabbat Service at 7:30. (See 
article, p. 8.) 

 

Elul Shabbat Service with  
the Chevra Kadisha 

Saturday, September 17, 10:30am 

     Led by Rabbi David, Hazzan Shulamit, and Julie 
Nesnansky. Celebrating the completion of our “Sh’mira 
Readings Project.” Sh’mira is the ritual of staying with the 
body of the deceased in the period preceding the funeral 
during which the shomer (“guardian”) traditionally reads 
from the book of psalms. For our members, when they do 
Sh’mira, Kehilla’s Chevra Kadisha has assembled readings 
from innovative and interpretive translations of the psalms, 
some of which we will read at this service. We will have a 
short Torah reading that morning with one aliyah. 
Deuteronomy 22:6-12. If you want to chant this, email 
Rabbi David.  In the Fireside Room. Kiddush sponsored by 
the Chevra Kadisha. 

A Community Forum on the  
Movement for Black Lives Platform 

Study & Conversation 
Sunday September 18, 3:30 – 7:00pm 

     Join us as we come together to study the 
platform as a community and to listen deeply to 
what the Movement’s leaders are saying. Rabbi 
David, Rabbi Dev, Hazzan Shulamit, and Rabbi Burt 
have endorsed the Movement for Black Lives 
Platform as individuals.  We invite you to read the 
entire platform, either ahead of time or at the 
Forum.   
    Our intention is to create a community forum 
that centers the Platform’s demands for racial and 
economic justice, while making space for the 
complex emotional responses that may arise for us 
in relationship to Jewish identity, racial identity and 
all the aspects of ourselves that make each of us 
who we are. 
    ( See article on p. 9 for details.)  

Kehilla High Holy Days Art Reception 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Saturday, September 17, 3:30-6:30pm 

     Kehilla is honored to present a group show 
reflecting this year’s High Holy Days theme of 
Immigrants. Refugees. Longing. Home. For the first 
time, Kehilla will be using art to deepen our 
individual and collective connection to the High Holy 
Days. 
     Over 20 Kehilla members have contributed more 
than 30 pieces, including sketches, paintings, mixed 
media, ceramics, photos, and narrative. The work is 
both beautiful and powerful. We invite you to join us 
at the artists’ reception.  Thanks to the talent and 
generosity of our congregation, art will be displayed 
not only in the Fireside Room but throughout the 
synagogue. Light refreshments will be served. We 
look forward to seeing you there! 
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A Gym for Writers 
     Have you always wanted to explore writing and 
other writers, but need a supportive environment 
to get the ink going? Here's an open invitation for 
all those who'd like to discuss forming a Jewish-
based writing group. 
     The possibilities might include — a place where 
we can generate new writing based on prompts 
and other self-starters, exchange information 
about our favorite Jewish writers and poets, read 
together, or something else.  
      If interested, please contact Lenore Weiss at 
webcontentlw@gmail.com  with "Gym for 
Writers"  in the subject line.   

Yoga for Renewal: 
Rooted in Jewish Mystical Teachings 

with Julie Emden of Jewish LearningWorks 

 

Sunday, September 18, 2:00-4:00pm 

     Integrate, mind, body, heart and spirit. Enhance 
your practices for living in balance and wellness with 
this gentle, grounded Iyengar-based yoga and 
movement practice infused with themes of 
realignment and renewal for the Jewish New Year. 

     Location:  4th Street Yoga, 1809 4th St., Berkeley 
     Cost:  $25.   Register: yogasept20.eventbrite.com 

     Co-sponsored by 4th Street Yoga, Chochmat HaLev, 
Congregation Netivot Shalom, Kehilla Community 

Synagogue, Temple Sinai Oakland. 

     Contact: jemden@jewishlearningworks.org 
About Julie Emden:  Julie directs the Embodied Jewish 
Learning Initiative at Jewish LearningWorks. A graduate of 
five fellowship and certification programs related to her 
work as a Jewish Educator and as a Yoga, Movement and 
Dance Instructor, Julie holds a BA from the University of 
Michigan. She holds teaching certifications in Iyengar-
based yoga from the Yoga Room in Berkeley, in Yoga and 
Jewish Spirituality from Elat Chayyim Center for Jewish 
Spirituality, and in Movement-based Expressive Arts from 
Tamalpa Institute.  

 “We Are the Bridge” Exhibit Reception 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Sunday, September 18, 1- 3 pm 
     This exhibit showcases works by artists of multiple 
faith traditions, and is sponsored by the Faith Trio 
(Kehilla, Islamic Cultural Center, and Montclair 
Presbyterian).  It includes a large selection from the 
May 2015 interfaith exhibition held at the Islamic 
Cultural Center of Northern California. Kehilla artists 
Tamar Raine, Susan Freundlich and Lea Delson are 
represented in this exhibit, along with many other 
wonderful artists.  Free Reception with Music. 

 At Osher Marin JCC  
 200 North San Pedro Rd. San Rafael 

 
Mission Dolores Window by Lea Delson 

 

The Bird of Many Colors: 
A Pre-Holy Days Ingathering 

Saturday, September 24 
Shmooze: 7:15pm  Program: 8pm 

     Gather with us one week before Rosh Hashanah, as 
we turn together toward the Days of Awe. This year, 
rather than observing Selichot with a service, all are 
welcome to an evening of community, music, stories, 
meditation and reflection.  

      Join us in the social hall for a little nosh and 
socializing, followed by a program led by the Kehilla 
spiritual leadership and musical prayer leaders, as we 
focus our awareness and maybe set some intention for 
our experience of the holy days.   If you are new to 
Kehilla, or to Kehilla’s observance of the High Holydays, 
this evening is a lovely way to begin the experience.  If 
you’re accustomed to the Selichot services of the last 
few years, you’ll find a similar opportunity in this 
program for settling into intention and reflection. 

 

mailto:webcontentlw@gmail.com
mailto:jemden@jewishlearningworks.org
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"Mrs. Reiff And The Counterfeit Shop" 
by Stephanie Anne Johnson 

A Staged Play Reading 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Sunday, September 25, 5pm 

     We are delighted to present a staged reading of 
Stephanie Anne Johnson’s newest play. This 
autobiographical portrait begins when teenaged 
Stephanie looks into the window of an art store in 
Englewood, New Jersey. 
      Welcomed by Mrs. Reiff, the owner of the 
Counterfeit Shop, they develop a decades long 
friendship which transcends age, culture, race, and 
religion. There are flashbacks to highlight this 
historical moment on the East Coast when Black 
people and Jewish people shared common cause in 
the quest for social justice. A surprising cultural 
intersection is revealed at the end of the play. 
      Susan Felix, Bruce Bierman, and Stephanie Anne 
Johnson will be the readers. Bruce Bierman will lead 
participants in Jewish dance before an open 
discussion of this play in development.   
     People of all ages are welcome to attend this 
event.  Admission is free. Donations for the actors 
and technician will be gratefully accepted. 

In the Sanctuary 

 

Sukkot Shabbat: 
Friday Evening Potluck in the Sukkah 

 
Friday, October 21, 6:30pm 

    Bring the whole family and join us for a Sukkot 
dinner in the Sukkah (and/or Social Hall). This is not a 
ritual-heavy event – our major purpose is to 
celebrate and be happy which is the very purpose 
the Torah describes for the holiday. We’ll do a few 
blessings, then a potluck dinner, conversation, 
perhaps a chance for kids to make sukkah 
decorations, and then, as you choose to, do the ritual 
of blessing the lulav palm frond and shaking in 
blessing to all the world’s directions with Rabbi 
David.   Remember: Bring a veggie potluck dish to 
share and be joyous! (Fish okay, but no shellfish, 
please.) 

 

Annual Harvest Dinner of the Faith Trio 
“Solidarity: A Spiritual Necessity”  

 

 
Saturday evening, November 5 

 
6:15 Come early if you would like to be present at the 
Muslim evening service 
6:45 Multi-Faith Blessings, Potluck Dinner (see below) 
and Conversation 
 
     The Faith Trio is an alliance of Kehilla Community 
Synagogue, Islamic Cultural Center of Northern 
California, and Montclair Presbyterian Church. Every 
year we hold an autumn gathering. Often we have a 
theme for discussion at the tables. The opening 
question this year: “What is your earliest memory of an 
experience where you met someone from another 
religious background?” Our discussions will focus on 
the spiritual necessity for interfaith solidarity.  
Designated potluck: Kehilla members bring veggy 
salads (fish okay). 

At the Islamic Cultural Center of Northern California 
1433 Madison Street, Oakland near 14th Street 
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Kehilla Neighborhood Brunches Return! 
Sunday, October 16, 11:00am-1:00pm

If you have ever wanted to find out more about the 
Kehilla members in your neighborhood and to make 
connections in your local village - come to a Kehilla 
Neighborhood Brunch!   This year our brunch is on the 
day of the first evening of Sukkot. 

WHERE: We expect to have hosts for Berkeley, 
Richmond, South Oakland and the 
Rockridge/Temescal/Grand Lake/Piedmont area of 
Oakland. WHAT: The hosts will provide juice, coffee 
and tea.   

Guests are asked to bring vegetarian brunch items to 
share. 

Save the Date and look for further announcements in 
the weekly emails or call the office!  We hope to see 
you there!  If you are willing to volunteer your home, 
please email chesed@kehillasynagogue.org.  Your offer 
will be much appreciated. 

Shalom, 
The Chesed Committee 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Erev Simchat Torah Celebration!  
Monday, October 24 

 

 

 

 

at Chochmat HaLev   
2215 Prince St., Berkeley at Fulton. 

Join with all the Bay Area Renewal communities for 
a night of sacred and ecstastic dancing to live 
music and special Torah chanting to celebrate the 
conclusion of our High Holy Day journey.    

6:00pm  Special Kids Celebration with Jen Miriam 
and Alon Altman, dance and sing around the Torah 
with  puppets, music and friends 

6:30pm Vegetarian potluck dinner 

7:00 pm Maariv, Dancing and Torah service with 
the Shirat HaLev Musicians 

9:30 pm- Kiddush and refreshments 

Donation:  Members of participating organizations: 
$15-10   General Public $20-15   Children: $5 

Save the Date! 

The Buddha & The Ba’al Shem Tov 
With Zoketsu Norman Fischer, Rabbi Burt Jacobson &  

Rabbi Dev Noily  
Come celebrate Rabbi Burt's 80th Birthday! 

Saturday Evening, November 19, 7:30pm 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

   Our own visionary teacher Rabbi Burt and noted poet, 
meditation teacher and Zen Buddhist priest, Norman 
Fischer will be in dialogue, moderated by Rabbi Dev. They 
will explore parallels in the teaching and lives of the 
Buddha and the Ba’al Shem Tov, two enlightened teachers 
who saw the Divine everywhere, and taught the spiritual 
values of mystery, compassion, love and joy. 

   Come and celebrate Rabbi Burt’s 80th birthday and 50th 
year in the rabbinate! The dialogue will be followed by 
delectable desserts and drinks in the Social Hall. 

   PLEASE NOTE – We will be celebrating Rabbi Burt’s 80th 
throughout Shabbat on November 18 & 19.  We will have 
Kabbalat Shabbat services and oneg on Friday night, and 
special Shabbat morning services and lunch on Saturday. 

Sanctuary 
 

 

 

 

mailto:chesed@kehillasynagogue.org.
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Book Discussion Group 
All Kehilla members are welcome to join us for our customary meetings on the second Monday of the month at 7pm in 
the Fireside Room. These books are from the San Francisco Jewiish Community Library and there might be copies to 
borrow. 

Monday, September 12, 7pm 
The Fixer by Bernard Malamud 

     The Fixer (1966) is Bernard Malamud's best-known 
and most acclaimed novel -- one that makes manifest his 
roots in Russian fiction, especially that of Isaac Babel.  
Set in Kiev in 1911 during a period of heightened anti-
Semitism, the novel tells the story of Yakov Bok, a Jewish 
handyman blamed for the brutal murder of a young 
Russian boy. Bok leaves his village to try his luck in Kiev, 
and after denying his Jewish identity, finds himself 
working for a member of the anti-Semitic Black 
Hundreds Society. When the boy is found nearly drained 
of blood in a cave, the Black Hundreds accuse the Jews of 
ritual murder. Arrested and imprisoned, Bok refuses to 
confess to a crime that he did not commit. 
 

 

Monday, October 10, 7pm 
Mystics of Mile End by Sigal Samuel 

     Sigal Samuel’s debut novel, in the vein of Nicole 
Krauss’s bestselling The History of Love, is an imaginative 
story that delves into the heart of Jewish mysticism, 
faith, and family. In the half-Hasidic, half-hipster 
Montreal neighborhood of Mile End, eleven-year-old Lev 
Meyer is discovering that there may be a place for 
Judaism in his life. As he learns about science in his day 
school, Lev begins his own extracurricular study of the 
Bible’s Tree of Knowledge with neighbor Mr. Katz, who is 
building his own Tree out of trash. Meanwhile his sister 
Samara is secretly studying for her Bat Mitzvah with 
next-door neighbor and Holocaust survivor, Mr. 
Glassman. All the while his father, David, a professor of 
Jewish mysticism, is a non-believer. 

 
Solar Lights for Gaza Fundraiser & 

 Pre-Shabbat Potluck 
Please join Kehilla’s Greening and Middle East Peace Committees for a potluck dinner on  

September 16 at 5:30pm and fundraiser to support the children of Gaza. 

         Gaza is still recovering from fifty-one days of 
bombing in 2014. Electricity, water, and sewage systems 
are all still very fragile, and more than 17,000 people are 
still in temporary housing. Families there are affected 
daily by rolling black-outs. Far too often electricity is 
only available for 4 hours per day. Children must do 
their homework by dangerous kerosene lamps or 
candlelight. For the last year, the Rebuilding Alliance, a 
local non-profit organization, has been fundraising and 
shpping solar powered lights to Non-Governmental 
Organizations in Gaza. Our goal is to help raise funds to 
help them send the next pallet of 1,920 solar-powered 
lights to Gaza's children. 
     Our speaker for the evening will be Donna Baranski-
Walker, founder and Executive Director of Rebuilding 
Alliance, who was in Gaza in April to distribute the first 
pallet of solar lights. Rebuilding Alliance is working with 
Palestinian Non-Governmental Organizations in Gaza to 
distribute the solar lights to children and families in 
need. Donna will explain how Rebuilding Alliance is able 
to send the solar-powered lights through the blockade 
following pre-clearance by both Palestinian and Israeli 
Customs. She also will tell us about their NGO partners 
and some of the families she visited in Gaza. This will be 

a rare opportunity to hear directly from someone who 
has spent time in Gaza supporting children and families.  
     Rebuilding Alliance has already delivered three pallets 
of solar lights so children in Gaza can safely study and 
spend time with their families. There are 700,000 
children in Gaza.  Please join us on Sept. 16th to help 
Rebuilding Alliance send more Luci Lights to Gaza's 
children. 
     We will have a Potluck Dinner in the Social Hall 
starting at 5:30. Please bring a vegetarian or fish dish to 
share.  
     And please join us after dinner and the presentation 
for a spirited, musical Kabbalat Shabbat service to sing, 
meditate, dance, and rest in the joy and peace of 
Shabbat. Led by Hazzan Shulamit and Julie Nesnansky. 
     We hope you can join us on September 16 to hear first 
hand from our guest about her experience personally 
delivering solar lights to Gaza. But if you can’t make it, 
please make a donation to this great project!  
     You can donate at this link: 
https://commitchange.com/ca/burlingame-
94010/rebuilding-alliance/events/kehilla-for-gazas-
children 

https://commitchange.com/ca/burlingame-
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You’re Invited: 
A Community Forum on the Movement for Black Lives Platform: 

Study & Conversation 

Sunday September 18, 3:30 – 7:00pm 
by Rabbi Dev Noily 

     In early August the Movement for Black Lives 
Platform was published.  Organizers described their 
project this way: 

In response to the sustained and increasingly visible 
violence against Black communities in the U.S. and 
globally, a collective of more than 50 organizations 
representing thousands of Black people from across 
the country have come together with renewed 
energy and purpose to articulate a common vision 
and agenda. 
Our resistance and rebellion are not new, but like 
other times in history have come to a critical mass, 
and the bravery of those in Ferguson and across 
the country captured the attention of the world. A 
year ago, over 2,000 of us gathered in Cleveland to 
reflect on the state of our movement for liberation 
and celebrate our people, both those who have 
fallen and those who have survived. It was there 
that we began the process of uniting to articulate a 
shared vision of the world we want to live in. 

     The Platform articulates that sweeping and radical 
vision for racial and economic justice. It addresses 
reparations, education, healthcare, housing, policing, 
militarization (domestic and foreign), incarceration, 
criminalization, community control, and other aspects 
of U.S. society and policy that impact Black lives. 
     We’re excited to come together to study the 
platform as a community and to listen deeply to what 
the Movement’s leaders are saying. Rabbi David, 
Hazzan Shulamit, Rabbi Burt and I have endorsed the 
Movement for Black Lives Platform as individuals.  As I 
read the Platform I felt the tectonic plates of racial 
injustice in our country begin to shift.  In the profound 
language of the background pieces I could hear more 
of the stories of Black lives, deepening my awareness 
of the differences between my experience as White 
person and the experiences of so many Black people I 

live alongside.   I heard the Platform as a call to listen 
to Black voices, as a call to compassion, and as a call to 
join more fully in the M4BL struggle to root out the 
injustice that continues to rot the core of our country.  
This feels like an extraordinary historic moment to me, 
and I feel humbled and grateful for the Movement for 
Black Lives as path to justice for all of us. 
     We’d like Kehilla to consider endorsing the Platform 
as an organization as well. This Forum will be our first 
communal conversation about the Platform, and will 
help us to discern the next steps in this process.   
     The primary focus of our learning and 
conversations will be the current and historic 
experiences of Black people in the U.S., and the ways 
that White supremacy has operated, and continues to 
operate in our society and in our souls. 
     We invite you to read the entire platform, either 
ahead of time or at the September 18 Community 
Forum.  The first part of the afternoon will be devoted 
to studying the Platform.  You will find links to a 
summary of the Platform, and to the deeper analysis 
of each of its six parts on our website at this link: 
http://kehillasynagogue.org/event/a-community-
forum-on-the-movement-for-black-lives-platform-
study-conversation/  
     After doing text study with the Platform we’ll have 
a break and a nosh/snack.  The second half of the 
afternoon will be a compassionate listening-style 
session, where people gather in facilitated small 
groups to share their responses, reactions to and 
questions about the platform.  We will have at least 
one small group for People of Color.  We’ll end with 
everyone coming together to share highlights from the 
small group conversations.  You may come for the 
whole time, or just the first half, or just the second 
half.   [continued on p. 13.]

 

http://kehillasynagogue.org/event/a-community-
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New Adult Education Classes Fall 2016 

To Register for Classes: You can register and pay online at www.KehillaSynagogue.org (click on the 
"LEARN" link and then click on Adult Education), or send check payable to Kehilla to Kehilla, 

 1300 Grand Ave., Piedmont, CA 94610.  

 
 
“700 Benches: Experiencing Biblical Hebrew” 
Class 
Begins September 8, 6:30pm 
Taught by Jenna Kemp 
Have you ever wanted to read and understand Torah 
Hebrew? As a first phase in the launch of Kehilla’s new 
“700 Benches” beit-midrash program,  Kehilla is 
offering  a class designed to be an immersive 
experience in the language and structure of biblical 
Hebrew. What do we mean by “immersive?" Think of 
once a week jumping into the deep end of the pool—
with water wings as needed, swim buddies, and a 
lifeguard. 
This class is a multi-level beit-midrash in which 
students will learn the grammar that will allow them 
to begin reading biblical Hebrew without an English 
translation. Working primarily in chevrutah (pairs, 
small groups), we will learn grammar together, while 
simultaneously reading biblical narrative in Hebrew. 
People at all levels of Hebrew abilities are encouraged 
to join. Students will be expected to do some 
homework and memorization, but the emphasis is on 
concepts and resources that will allow you to begin to 
“swim” on your own! 
If you are interested in the class, but need some work 
on your aleph-bet, you will find resources to help get 
you up to speed on our website at this link: 
http://kehillasynagogue.org/online-hebrewbiblical-
text-resources/ 
Prerequisite: Aleph-bet and Vowels 
Dates:  Thursdays, Sept. 8- Sept. 29, Oct. 27, Nov. 3 (A 
six-session series) 
Time: 6:30-8:30pm 
Cost: $150 Kehilla members, $180 General Public.  No 
one turned away for lack of ability to pay the full 
amount. If you are unable to pay the full amount, 
please contact sjgrodin@comcast.net. 
Questions? Contact Jenna Stover-Kemp at 
jennakemp25@gmail.com or Sharon Grodin at 
sjgrodin@comcast.net. No one is turned away for lack 
of funds; please discuss this with us. 

 
 

 
 
Conversion Group  
Begins September 12, 7:30pm 
Led by Rabbi Dev Noily and Sharon Grodin 

 Kehilla’s conversion group is the communal portion of 
a process of individual inquiry that each participant 
anticipates will lead to adopting Judaism.  Kehilla’s 
spiritual leaders Rabbi Dev and Sharon Grodin are 
available to guide participants in their reading, 
selection of classes, and experiences that inform their 
education toward discernment about this decision. 
 The group is not an “introduction to Judaism” class, 
but rather a forum where participants reflect on and 
share insights about the studies and experiences each 
is undertaking within Kehilla and elsewhere.  The 
group meets once a month for 1-1/2 hours, which 
typically includes some learning together and 
responding to each others’ questions. Because this 
group is intended to support conversion in the 
context of Kehilla community, after the first two 
sessions, participants are expected to decide whether 
Kehilla is a good fit for them; if so, participants will be 
come members, and if not, participants will be 
supported in finding an alternative for their 
conversion studies. 
If you are interested in this group, please contact 
Sharon Grodin at sjgrodin@comcast.net.  
Dates:  Mondays, Sept. 12, Nov. 14, Dec. 12  
Cost: No charge (but see above about membership).  
Led by Rabbi Dev and Sharon Grodin. 
Location: Sanctuary/Buber Room 

 

http://www.KehillaSynagogue.org
http://kehillasynagogue.org/online-hebrewbiblical-
mailto:sjgrodin@comcast.net.
mailto:jennakemp25@gmail.com
mailto:sjgrodin@comcast.net.
mailto:sjgrodin@comcast.net.
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Adult Education (continued) 
 
"Drumming As Prayer" Class 
A Two-Class Series: September 18 & September 21 
Taught by Debbie Fier, Kehilla Musical Prayer Leader & 
“Heartbeat of the Service"  
     Drumming is an active form of meditation. It 
provides a wonderful way to be present, express 
yourself and learn how to drum with a group in sacred 
community space. At Kehilla, we are creating an 
intergenerational drum group, called Ketzev Kehilla, 
(the Beats of Kehilla), and we have been learning 
some of the rhythms for the Kehilla melodies and also 
drumming at our Chai Shabbat services. 
     This is a two-class series. It can be taken as a series 
or as individual classes. (However, if you want to 
drum at High Holy Days services, you must come to 
both classes.) 
       Those who wish to will have the opportunity to 
drum for our High Holy Days services at the Scottish 
Rite Center in Oakland. Participants who want to join 
us in drumming need to commit to coming to both 
classes of the series (exceptions may be made IF you 
have taken previous ‘Drumming as Prayer’ classes with 
Debbie. In those cases you must come to at least 1 
class). If you have taken this class before, and enjoy 
drumming in our Kehilla circle, please come to the 
class!  We will always learn new rhythms, practice new 
exercises and continue building on what we have 
previously done. 
     All ages and all levels welcome!  Please bring a 
drum if you have one.  If you need a drum for the 
class, please email Sasha@kehillasynagogue.org and 
we will do our best to provide one. Hand percussion 
(shakers, claves, etc.) will be provided. 
     Dates: Sunday, Sept 18 - 4-5:30 and Wednesday,  
Sept 21, 7-8:30 in the Fireside Room.  
    Cost:  2-class series: $36 members/ $46 non-
members; Individual class: $20 members/ $25 non-
members 
    Location: Fireside Room 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Chai Mitzvah Group Forming: “A Jewish Year” 
Begins Sunday, October 16, 5:30pm 

In response to many requests for a more structured, 
group-based program for exploring Judaism, Kehilla is 
offering a Chai Mitzvah group beginning in October.  
What is “Chai Mitzvah,” you ask?  It’s a curriculum and 
structure created by a Jewish-multidenominational 
(including Renewal) group of rabbis and educators, 
designed to support group study and a period of 
committed personal exploration.  No prior experience 
with Judaism or Hebrew is required.  Here’s what the 
creators have to say about it: 

“Chai Mitzvah is a unique adult engagement program 
that encourages an integrated, experiential approach 
to Jewish life through five simple components. Each 
participant:  

1. Attends monthly group learning with a set 
curriculum provided by Chai Mitzvah.  

2. Chooses an independent study topic for the year.  

3. Chooses a ritual/spiritual practice to take on for the 
year.  

4. Chooses a social action activity to commit to for the 
year.  

5. Celebrates the journey!”  

In our case, we’ve chosen “A Jewish Year” as an 
overarching theme. Participants will investigate and 
experience the Jewish calendar as it occurs, separately 
or together, as interests dictate.  Our mitzvah group 
will meet on third Sundays starting in October, with 
minimal costs set to cover our fee from Chai Mitzvah 
for the materials (the more participants, the lower the 
cost, but we are setting the initial registration fee 
$18/person for the 9-month period).  The group may 
decide to engage speakers or project leaders on 
particular topics and share the cost of that additional 
enrichment.  For more information about the 
program, see www.chaimitzvah.org.  For questions 
about our group, contact sjgrodin@comcastnet. 

Dates: Monthly for 9 months, beginning Sunday,  
Oct. 16, 5:30-7pm 

Cost: $18/person 

Location: Back classsroom, main floor 

mailto:Sasha@kehillasynagogue.org
http://www.chaimitzvah.org.
mailto:sjgrodin@comcastnet.
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Adult Education (continued) 
 

Elements of Magical Judaism 
Begins Monday, October 16, 6:00pm 
with Reclaiming* Teachers  
Jude Elf & Maggid Jonathan Furst 
Join us for a six-week exploration of Earth-based 
Judaism through the elements of Earth, Air, Fire, 
Water and Spirit. Develop personal practices and 
improvisational ritual co-creation skills, blending 
modern G!ddess-oriented magic with traditional 
Jewish and ancient Hebraic spirituality.  
Dates: Mondays, October 17 - November 21, 6pm  
Cost: $240-$90 sliding scale 
Location: Sanctuary 
For More Info: contact jfurst@pobox.com or  
415-516-4904 
*Learn more about Reclaiming here: 
http://www.reclaiming.org/  
Co-sponsored by the Jewitch Collective and Derech 
Ha'Aretz Outdoor Yeshiva 
 
I Never Knew Hebrew Could Be So Much Fun 
Class 
Begins Sunday, October 23, 10:30am 
Taught by Bracha Stone 
Once again Bracha is offering her fabulous course in 
beginning Hebrew. Absolutely no previous Hebrew 
experience is required or expected. Come and find out 
why you don’t have to know very much at all in order 
to have Hebrew take on a very special place in your 
life. Bracha loves to teach this class since adults tend 
to be very compliant students and they ask such 
serious questions. Form a community of like-minded 
adults, play games, sing songs and learn, learn, learn.  
Repeaters welcomed!! 

Dates:  Sunday, Oct. 23, 30, Nov. 6, 10:30am-11:45am 
Cost:  $54 members, $66 nonmembers 
Location: Given at the time of registration. 
Call Bracha for questions or concerns. 510-703-2220. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Personalizing Our Experience With Jewish 
Liturgy 
First meeting: Sunday, October 23, 6:30pm 
A new group convened by Bracha Stone 
Designed for those who want to explore an expanded 
and creative relationship to Jewish liturgy. While there 
is no expectation of a belief in "God," this group is 
designed for those who desire to personally connect 
to "something-bigger-than-us" and/or "the-wisdom-
deep-within-us." We will witness and be witnessed as 
we explore our attraction and creative responses to 
traditional Jewish prayer practice. We will meet 
together once a month for 5 months. We will also 
participate in a weekly email conversation concerning 
our intentions, and the challenges and blessings we 
experience as we enact our them. 
Dates:  First meeting is Sunday, Oct. 23, 6:30-8:30. 
There will be a meeting at the same time in the 
evening in November, December, January and 
February. Specific dates for each month will be 
determined by October 1st.  
Cost:  $120 members, $150 nonmembers 
Location: Given at the time of registration.  
Call Bracha for questions or concerns. 510-703-2220.  

A Class in the Poetic Word 
Begins Wednesday, October 26, 7pm 
Taught by Lenore Weiss 
Come learn about several outstanding twentieth-
century American Jewish poets, including a number of 
contemporary writers. The four-session class will 
examine work by poets who express diverse 
connections to the Jewish experience.  For the first 
hour of each session, we will examine and discuss the 
poet’s work. Using writing prompts from the readings, 
during the second hour we will respond to the poetry 
in whatever written form we choose. Open to all. No 
writing experience is required. Special guest visits by 
local poets. All lovers of the word are encouraged to 
participate. Bring a notebook and pen. 
Dates: Wednesday, Oct. 26, Nov.  9,  Nov. 23, Nov. 30, 
7-9pm 
Cost: $88 members, $112 nonmembers 
Location: Fireside Room 
 

mailto:jfurst@pobox.com
http://www.reclaiming.org/
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A Community Forum on the Movement for Black Lives Platform 
[continued] 
     Part of the platform, called Invest/Divest, deals 
with connections between U.S. military spending and 
interventions abroad on the one hand, and the lack of 
funding for domestic social needs and militarization of 
U.S. police on the other hand. This part of the 
platform also addresses U.S. military support for Israel 
and the unjust treatment of Palestinians under 
Occupation, using language that some Jewish people 
and organizations have objected to strongly.   
     Our intention is to create a community forum that 
centers the Platform’s demands for racial and 

economic justice, while making space for the complex 
emotional responses that may arise for us in 
relationship to Jewish identity, racial identity and all 
the aspects of ourselves that make each of us who we 
are.  
     Please be in touch with us if you have questions or 
feedback.  
     RSVP if you can  to Sasha@kehillasynagogue.org.  
 – it will help us a lot as we plan the afternoon. 

 
 

Join the 30th Annual G.R.I.P. Harmony Walk in Richmond 
To End Hunger & Homelessness-to Benefit the Greater Richmond Interfaith Program 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     On October 29, Greater Richmond Interfaith 
Program is hosting its 30th annual Harmony Walk/Run 
to End Homelessness in Richmond. Several Kehilla 
members and members of St. John’s Church joined a 
team last year in memory of David McPhail and Judy 
Abel, GRIP activists who both died in September, 
2015.  
     That team raised over $1,000 in support of the 
Souper Center, a program operated by GRIP, which 
serves meals to homeless and needy residents and 
also runs a family shelter. David and Irene, his wife, 
both Kehilla members, and Betty Young, started a 
group now called David’s Dinner Group which 
prepares a monthly meal for families staying at the 
GRIP shelter. Several Kehilla members, people who 
had been members of an El Cerrito church where 
David had ministered, and members of St John’s 
Presbyterian Church in Berkeley, are in the dinner 
group as well. 
     David did this Walk every year through 2014. 

Kehilla members have another opportunity this year 
to remember and honor David while helping to ease 
homelessness. 
     We encourage everyone’s participation in or pledge 
of money to the team. We will have a team name and 
a team page set-up with the Harmony Walk website 
by mid-September. 
     The web address with a link to our team page & 
further details will be provided in the Kehilla weekly 
e-mails.    
     Check-in on October 29 begins at 9:00 a.m. The Run 
starts at 10:30 a.m. The Walk starts at 10:45 a.m. You 
can walk or run for as much, or as little, a distance as 
you want.  And, there will be a festival in the park 
after the walk.  
     Please consider sending a donation or joining the 
team after the team page is setup. If you have 
questions about the team, feel free to contact Sue 
Goldberg directly at suegoldberg@sbcglobal.net 

 
Pictured: Alex Madonik, Ruthie Levin, Richard Speiglman, Sue Goldberg 

 

mailto:Sasha@kehillasynagogue.org.
mailto:suegoldberg@sbcglobal.net
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An Interview with Spiritual Leader Avi Rose 
by Bill Lazarus

     More refugees are 
fleeing persecution now 
than at any time since the 
end of World War II, says 
Avi Rose, who has spent 
most of his life as a political 
and social activist, and who 
now finds himself turning 
more and more to issues of 
immigration and the flood 
of people seeking safe 
haven. With millions of 
refugees left homeless and 
nationless as the result of 
warfare in Syria and 
elsewhere, Avi sees the 

Jewish response as extending “beyond empathizing. 
“It’s identifying,” he says. “We need to see ourselves 
as coming out of Egypt.” 

     “We were strangers. We know the heart of the 
stranger,” adds Avi, who is executive director of 
Jewish Family and Community Services East Bay . That 
“central narrative” of the Jewish people is a key these 
days to the work of JFCS. About 2,000 of the 8,000 
people it annually serves are refugees and other 
immigrants. While the work of JFCS has historically 
been geared toward helping the Jewish community, it 
is not exclusively so. Avi says, “Tikkun Olam is not 
about bringing healing only to the Jewish people. It’s 
about “olam.” It’s about the world as a whole.” 

     When Avi started work at JFCS in 2005, the agency 
was already involved with helping immigrants from all 
over the world. When the surge of Jewish immigration 
from the Former Soviet Union subsided in the 1990’s, 
JFCS began to serve people from other countries, 
including Afghanistan, Bosnia, Cambodia, Iran, Iraq 
and Syria. Many of these refugees are Muslims. JFCS 
currently helps numerous families from Afghanistan, 
many of whom were subject to persecution after 
assisting Americans in the war against the Taliban. 
JFCS also has devoted itself to helping LGBT refugees 
fleeing particularly harsh oppression because of their 
sexual orientation or gender identities. 

     As a youth, Avi grew up mostly in Phoenix in a 
liberal Jewish family, largely out-of-kilter with the 

mostly right-wing community. His dad hailed from the 
Bronx, and was himself the son of immigrant parents 
who made their way to the United States from 
Lithuania. When Avi was 13, he moved with his family 
to Sacramento, and soon started spending time in the 
Bay Area. It was the late 1960s and “politics, drugs and 
rock and roll — it was all here.” 

     Avi became a political activist in high school, and 
chose to go to college at Brandeis, which was a hotbed 
of leftist politics. While he came out as a gay man in 
college, his activism was focused more on anti-war 
work and economic issues. After college, he worked 
for a period as a union steward. Avi joined other 
progressive Jews in the Boston Committee to 
Challenge Antisemitism and became, in the 1980s, 
involved in New Jewish Agenda, a national 
organization that he co-chaired, and that focused on a 
wide variety of issues, including Mid-East peace, 
feminism, disarmament, LGBT rights, oppression in 
Central America and the sanctuary movement. Avi 
also took up work battling AIDS, and co-edited Twice 
Blessed, a book about gay and lesbian Jews. 

     While Avi was aware of immigration issues, it 
wasn’t then a focus of his work and activism. That 
changed in 2005 when he started at JCFS and found it 
“powerful” to be working to help both Russian Jews 
and Afghan Muslims. “I’m really impressed by the 
resilience of most of the refugees whom we are 
helping.  They are individuals with their own quirks, 
strengths and shortcomings, and most have 
experienced significant trauma. It is a huge 
undertaking to leave your home – everyone and 
everything you know – and start your life over again in 
a new country..” 

     While, culturally, the Bay Area is “really welcoming, 
economically, this is a really hard area to come to,” Avi 
says. As a result, families crowd into small living 
quarters together, and people work two or three jobs 
to get by. 

     At seders, Avi has hosted refugees. “It’s powerful to 
be at a seder with somebody who has recently had to 
‘leave Egypt,’” he says. Avi also asks, “What is more 
Jewish than resettling refugees?” He answers himself 
in a word. “Nothing.”
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A Note on the Israel/Palestine Values Survey 
by Rabbi David J. Cooper 

 
     Last month we send out to every member 
household a survey to determine support for a 
statement of values on Israel/Palestine. One could 
indicate where one stood on a spectrum from very 
much disagreeing to strong agreement (scale of 1 to 
5). 
     As of this writing, 141 responses have been 
received. 
     99 responses are 5’s – strongly agree. (71.7%) 
     26 are 4’s – generally agree (18.8%) 
     7 are 3’s – more or less neutral (5.1%) 
     3 are 2’s – generally disagree (2.2%) 

     3 are 1’s – very much disagree (2.2%) 
     In a few days, I will be reading the many written 
comments on the proposed wording and I plan to 
print some of them in the November Kol Kehilla, with 
the permission of their authors to print with ascription 
or anonymously. 
     The decision to adopt the statement as is (or with 
grammatical changes) will be in the hands of the 
Kehilla Board. Currently the plan is that in October the 
results of the survey and representative comments 
and suggestions will be forwarded to the Board for 
their consideration and action. 

 
Chevra Kadisha Sh'mira Readings Project 

 
    Kehilla’s Chevra Kadisha is pleased to announce the 
completion of our “Sh’mira Readings Project.”  We 
now have two beautiful volumes that can be used by 
the shomrim (“watchers”) –those who sit with the 
body of a community member who has died until the 
time of burial. 
    Traditionally, shomrim read Psalms during the 
sh’mira  (“watching”).  In Kehilla we have provided 
other readings—poetry and prose from Jewish and 
non-Jewish sources as well as portions of our liturgy—
so that each shomer might deepen his or her own 
reflections on the meaning of life and death.   
     As we embarked on revising and expanding these 
additional readings, our discussions and study led us 
to taking a closer look at The Book of Psalms as well.  
We looked at many different translations and 

interpretations and selected the one for each Psalm 
that we thought invoked the values of Jewish Renewal 
movement.  
     A small group from Kehilla’s Chevra Kadisha 
traveled to Boston in June to present a workshop on 
these readings and to discuss Kehilla’s approach to 
sh’mira at the annual K’vod v Nichum (“honor and 
comfort”) conference.  More than thirty people 
attended our workshop and received our presentation 
with great enthusiasm.   
     We will formally present Kehilla’s Readings for 
Shmira and Psalms for Shmira at the Morning Service, 
Sept 17.  We invite the entire community to join in 
our simcha and to learn more about the practice of 
sh’mira.   

 

Finding Your Spiritual Direction 
 
     Spiritual direction is a process of inner listening that 
enables individuals to discern the movement of the 
Spirit in their lives, so they can come to understand 
both the spiritual dimension and the spiritual direction 
of their experience. In this sense, spiritual direction is 
a pathway to teshuvah, toward finding one’s way back 
to the Source that birthed and sustains each of us.  

     Spiritual directors have been trained to help those 
seeking the Spirit to find direction. They also help 
seekers find appropriate spiritual practices. 

     Rabbi Burt offers individual Kehilla congregants 
hour-long meetings in spiritual direction. Any Kehilla 
member is entitled to such a session once a year 
without cost. Burt usually meets with congregants at 
Kehilla on Tuesday afternoons and evenings, several 
times a month. He also sees people at his home in El 
Sobrante at other times during the week. If you are 
interested in meeting with Rabbi Burt, please contact 
him at Rabburt@earthlink.net, or by calling 
510.283.5704. 

 
 

mailto:Rabburt@earthlink.net,
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Competing Death Penalty Initiatives on November Ballot 

by Beth Weinberger 
 

     This November we'll have a chance to vote again to 
repeal California's death penalty, replacing it with Life 
Without Possibility of Parole.  Unfortunately, a 
competing measure that would attempt to change the 
appeals process to expedite executions has caused 
confusion, especially as the latter measure's title is 
misleading.  So here's an explanation of each of the 
initiatives with recommendations in keeping with 
Kehilla policy. 

 
The Justice that Works Act of 2016—Proposition #62  

 This is essentially the same as Prop. 34 on the 
2012 ballot, which Kehilla supported.  It would replace 
the death penalty with life without the possibility of 
parole.  It would: 

 End state killing and eliminate the possibility 
of executing innocent people.  Since 1973, 
156 people, convicted of murder, have been 
exonerated, 3 of them in California. 

 Keep dangerous criminals from ever being 
released. 

 Save approximately $150 million a year that 
could be put to more productive use. 

 Increase to 60% the portion of wages earned 
by persons sentenced to life without parole 
that may go to victim restitution funds. 

Recommendation:  Support Prop. 62 
 
Death Penalty Reform & Savings Act of 2016—
Proposition #66 

  Prop. 66 attempts to “reform” a  failed death 
penalty system by changing the appeals process.  It 
would remove current safeguards, limit the ability to 
present new evidence of innocence and set unrealistic 
deadlines for trials and appeals.  The changed 

procedures and new deadlines would force hiring of 
hundreds of new, inexperienced attorneys at taxpayer 
expense. If it succeeded, it would: 

 Increase the chances of wrongful convictions 
and execution of innocent people 

 Interfere with our due process and appeals 
processes, which might be found 
unconstitutional after costly and lengthy 
lawsuits. 

 Authorize the state to house death row 
inmates in new prisons. 

 Model California's system after Texas' rapid 
execution mill. 

 Move appeals from the state Supreme Court 
to local county courts, prioritizing these cases 
and the shortened timelines.  It would 
overwhelm lower courts and severely limit 
their ability to hear other types of cases or 
conduct any other court business. 

Recommendation: Oppose Prop. 66 
 
        This fall you'll have a chance to hear more about, 
question and discuss these initiatives, as well 
as a number of others at a Kehilla Ballot Initiatives 
evening, October 17.  Mark your calendars and see 
Richard Speiglman's article, also in this issue, on some 
of the other initiatives, researched and recommended 
by Oakland Community Organizations (OCO.) 
     If you want more information now about the death 
penalty initiatives; if you want to help with the 
campaigns or donate to them, go to 
www.yeson62.com or contact me at 
bethw0104@mindspring.com.  

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Not Registered to Vote?  
 

Please contact karenrachels@gmail.com 
of Kehilla’s Economic Justice Committee 
She will help you get registered before 

the November election 

http://www.yeson62.com
mailto:bethw0104@mindspring.com.
mailto:karenrachels@gmail.com
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Community Discussion of Ballot Propositions and Local Measures 
by Richard Speiglman 

 
Monday, October 17, 7-9pm 

Kehilla Social Hall 
Sponsored by  

Kehilla Economic Justice Committee, Greening Committee and Anti-Death Penalty Action Group 

Bring yourself, your friends and your family, your questions and your answers 

     When I was a kid in Des Moines, reform Rabbi 
Edward Zerin (Temple B’nai Jeshurun) used to implore 
youth – perhaps it was at our B’nai Mitzvot – to be 
“informed, participating Jews.”  I may have taken this 
to be the 11th Commandment, and I think the 
instruction was responsible for my 50-something years 
of reading at least the local, state, and national news 
sections of the daily newspaper.  Sometime later, a 
sociology professor suggested that the important 
news appears in the business section.  We won’t get 
into the question of sports news. 

     I never fully understood the Jews part of the 
obligation.  But nevertheless I’m pretty sure the 
informed/participating charge includes voting and, to 
the extent possible, understanding the implications of 
your vote prior to casting it. 

     In their length, California ballots present a serious 
challenge.  We need each other’s help to become well-
informed prior to voting.  Instead of sitting home 
alone the night before the election frantically trying to 
decide how to vote on propositions and local 
measures, on the evening of October 17th please join 
other community members to discuss ballot 
measures. 

 Bring your sample ballot (and your mail-in or 
absentee ballot if you have one) 

 Join discussion of some of the most important 
state and local ballot measures (if only we had 
time to tend to all of them!) 

 Written materials on all the state propositions 
and some local measures will be available, 
including recommendations from Kehilla, 
Oakland Community Organizations (OCO), and 
other organizations 

 Kehilla members and others actively engaged 
in working on some of the measures will offer 
brief presentations 

 
See the next page for OCO's recommendations on 

several state, county, and City of Oakland issues.  
We’ll have expanded endorsement information by 
October 17th.   

 
Please forward information on other measures, or 

for other localities, to Richard or Beth: 

rspeiglman@sbcglobal.net  

bethw0104@mindspring.com   

Or bring the information with you on October 17th.   

If possible, RSVP to Beth or Richard (see their 
contact information above.) 

mailto:rspeiglman@sbcglobal.net
mailto:bethw0104@mindspring.com
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Oakland Community Organizations 

Recommendations on CA, Alameda County, and City of Oakland issues 

Number Title or focus Content OCO 
endorsement 

State Propositions 

55 Tax extension 
Extends the temporary personal income tax on 
incomes over $250,000 to fund education and 

health care (Prop 30 extension) 
Support 

56 Tobacco tax Increases the cigarette tax to $2 / pack Support 

 57 Public Safety & 
Rehabilitation Act 

Increases parole chances for felons convicted of 
non-violent crimes and provides more 

opportunities to earn credits for good behavior 
Support 

 62 Death penalty Repeals the death penalty in CA Support* 

64 Adult Use of Marijuana Act 
Legalizes adults’ growing, possessing, and using 

marijuana for nonmedical purposes, with certain 
restrictions; establishes regulatory system for 

legal market.  

Neutral 

Alameda County Measures 

A Affordable Housing bond 
(property tax) 

Funding for a variety of approaches to promote 
affordable housing  Support 

Oakland City and School District Measures  

JJ Protect Oakland Renters 
Act  

Strengthen tenants’ rights by requiring owners to 
petition through the Rent Board for rent increases 

above annual CPI, extending just cause eviction 
protections to buildings built through 1995, and 

increasing Rent Board transparency and 
accountability 

Support 

LL 
Form civilian oversight 
commission of police 

department 
Promotes civilian oversight of police department Support 

KK 
Infrastructure 

improvements bond 
(property tax) 

Funding for a variety of improvements to streets, 
sidewalks, public buildings, and some funds for 

affordable housing 
Neutral  

HH Tax distributors of sugar-
sweetened beverages 

Promotes public health by raising price of sugar-
sweetened beverages Support 

G1 Oakland Unified School 
District  bond (parcel tax) 

Funds educator salary increases and middle 
school improvements (as of last draft seen) No vote (yet) 

* Kehilla recommends a yes vote on Prop. 62 and a no vote on Prop 66 (which would speed-up 
executions).  See accompanying article, “Competing Death Penalty Initiatives on November Ballot" on 
p. 17. 
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Seeking Shelter in the Days of Awe:  
 Immigrants and Refugees, Longing and Home 
[continued from p. 1] 
 
You can read a more complete description of our 
theme below.  Throughout the High Holy Days season 
and beyond, we’ll be integrating the spiritual practices 
of this time with ways to learn about and respond to 
the crises of migration that are shaking our world.  
During High Holy Days services we’ll hear from some 
of the folks in our community about their experiences 
with immigrants and refugees.  We’ll also have 
resources available during services about how to 
connect with local groups and join in efforts to 
respond.   
    And in the months following the High Holy Days, 
we’ll host a series of four community workshops, 
featuring congregants working to support immigrants 
and refugees.  The workshop topics are: Considering 
Offering Housing to a Refugee; Being Part of an 
Accompaniment Team for an Immigrant Family or 
Unaccompanied Minor; Immigration Policy, Advocacy 
and Intersectionality with Economic and Racial Justice 
Issues; and Kehilla as Sanctuary/Refuge for 
Immigrants.  
    May our practice during this season help each of us 
grow toward greater wholeness, joy, compassion and 
justice. 
    Our Theme for 5777:  Immigrants and Refugees, 
Longing and Home  
    A river goes out from the first place that was home, 
to water the garden, and from there it divides and 
becomes four headwaters. (Bereshit 2:10) 
    In the beginning all was one, undifferentiated and 
whole.  To come into the joy of embodied life is also to 
come into separateness.  And to be separate is to long 
for reconnection, to yearn for wholeness and for 
home.  The Yamim Nora’im (High Holy Days) point us 

in the direction of home, and outfit us for the promise 
and uncertainty of the journey.  We soften our hearts 
and open lines of communication with people we’ve 
hurt and who have hurt us.  We practice 
accountability, forgiveness, compassion and 
generosity.  We touch those who are dear to us with 
an extra measure of tenderness and gratitude. 
    This year we set out on this path in a world of 
growing displacement and migration. People forced 
from their homes by war, violence, poverty, drought, 
gentrification, and a swiftly changing climate are 
fighting for survival and searching for a refuge where 
they and their families can be safe.  Some in Kehilla 
are personally impacted, and many in our community 
are stepping up to help--by working to end structural 
violence, by challenging the economics underlying 
displacement, by offering loving personal support to 
immigrants and refugees, by fighting for policies that 
welcome immigrants and refugees, and by joining the 
struggle against deportation, targeting and 
discrimination against people who are undocumented.  
    As a community this year we will enter the inner 
landscape of exile and return.  We’ll encounter the 
stranger who dwells within us, and the stranger who 
dwells among us.  Together we will turn toward this 
tidal wave of displacement, expanding our capacity to 
welcome and support the growing number of 
immigrants and refugees in our midst.  As Torah 
teaches (Lev. 19:33-34), When a stranger resides with 
you in your land, you shall not wrong them.  The 
stranger who resides with you shall be to you as one of 
your citizens; you shall love them as yourself, for you 
were strangers in the land of Mitzrayim. 
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Coming Soon: Pronoun Stickers for Your Nametag 
by Hazzan Shulamit Wise Fairman, Lynn Bravewomon and Rabbi Dev Noily 

  
   As Davey Shlasko writes in the 
Trans*Ally Workbook, 
    “Most of the time, most people 
are on autopilot about pronouns. 
They call all women she, her and 
hers, and all men he, him and his. 
But being on autopilot doesn’t 
always work. Sometimes—
especially, but not only, when 
talking about trans* people—it can 
lead you to call someone a pronoun 
that isn’t what they’re usually 
called or what they want to be 
called.”  
     We are continuing to make 
Kehilla a more welcoming and 
inclusive space for all of our 
members.  All of us appreciate it 
when other people see us as who 
we are.  For  trans* people 
pronouns can be a constant source 
of being seen and affirmed when preferred pronouns 
are used by others; conversely the absence of 
accurate pronouns denies a critical piece of 
recognition and affirmation of identity. 
     Kehilla’s intention to build gender pronoun 
language in our community culture is part of gender-

inclusion efforts that reverse the 
invisibility caused when the wrong 
pronouns are used. 
     As a community of spiritual practice, 
it feels especially important that Kehilla 
be a place where everyone can be seen 
and affirmed in all of who we are.  So 
soon you’ll see a set of pronoun 
stickers next to our nametags. 
 Everyone has the option to add a 
pronoun sticker to your nametag, to let 
others know which pronouns you use.  
By using a sticker, cisgender people can 
support others in our community for 
whom “pronoun autopilot” doesn’t 
work well. 
     Whatever our gender identity, all of 
us have some experiences of resonance 
with the gender we were raised in, and 
some experiences of dissonance with 
the gender we were raised in.  We can 

all lean into those experiences to cultivate our 
compassion for ourselves and each other as we 
navigate this complex and shifting terrain of gender 
identity. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
    

    

A vocabulary moment: 

trans* refers to people whose 
gender identity is different from 

the gender identity they were 
assigned at birth, including 

people who are transgender, 
genderqueer, gender-

nonconforming, gender non-
binary, gender fluid, gender 

fabulous people. 

Cisgender refers to people 
whose gender identity is, for the 

most part, aligned with the 
gender they were assigned at 
birth and in which they were 

socialized. 

Kehilla Sings! 

 
         Interested in being part of a Kehilla Choir this Fall 
and Winter? We may offer this opportunity through 
our Adult Ed program with Bon Singer, a veteran 
cantor and synagogue choir director who has also 
directed Ya'Elah and Kitka.  
     PLEASE click on the following link and fill out a short 
questionnaire by Aug 28 to help us discern whether 
and how to move forward, and pass it on to your 
friends! 

 https://goo.gl/forms/Vd6jFONpn4IphBrK2 

https://goo.gl/forms/Vd6jFONpn4IphBrK2
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The Annual Kehilla Membership Retreat:  
Toward Further Improvements in Accessibility  

by Marilyn Golden & Don Stone 

In our debrief after another successful annual retreat, Kehilla’s Retreat Committee discussed how to achieve further 
improvements in the accessibility of the retreat to all members. Below is a report.  It addresses all dimensions of 
accessibility including affordability, access to the location, planning issues, and mobility access.  
 

Addressing Accessibility  at the Annual Kehilla Summer Retreat

     In the Retreat Committee’s debriefing of this year’s 
retreat, one focus of discussion has been about the 
accessibility challenges of Bort Meadow. There are 
various kinds of accessibility needs, including   
affordability, location, registration constraints, and 
physical mobility, all which contribute to the retreat 
location and experience being attractive and 
welcoming. 
     Affordability. We’ve had many comments that our 
past weekend retreats at retreat centers were out of 
the price range of many individuals and especially 
families—even with elective camping such as at Walker 
Creek Ranch.  
    Location issues: We have had requests for a location 
that is easy to get to on a Friday afternoon for people 
who want to camp the first night—and also for people 
who want make a round trip on Saturday. At Bort 
Meadow and at Walker Ranch, there is lack of cell 
phone reception. This can limit some members’ 
capacity to take part. Sometimes at Bort, there have 
been difficulties getting in and out of the locked gate 
when no one was on duty Friday.  
     Planning flexibility.  We need a site that is big 
enough that it does not require us to commit to a 
certain attendance well in advance. It helps to have 
flexibility that allows for final week commitment to 
attending, or even the day-of. Camping or easy 
commuting helps last minute planning and increases 
the numbers attending—about 25-30% of participants 
sign up or show up the last week. 
     Physical mobility. Challenges come with bumpiness 
or steepness of the terrain, any steps (none at Bort 
Meadow), accessibility to bathrooms (new Bort 
Meadow bathrooms are wheelchair accessible, though 
far from activities), parking availability, drop-off option 
for those needing it, and distance between the 
different stations—food, service, bathrooms, drop-off 
spot. We have had requests from people with mobility 
needs to have more accommodations so that they can 
attend either Bort Meadow, or another site.  
     Given these parameters, we are proceeding in the 
following manner: 

      *Reserve Bort Meadow for a weekend in July 2017 
(already have requested 7/14-16/2017, will hear back 
in late October if we got it). 
     *Tell anyone interested that we welcome their 
research on an alternative site that takes into account 
the factors mentioned above (our deposit for Bort 
Meadow, assuming we get our request, will be small 
enough to forfeit if we find a better site). 
     *Be proactive in responding to accessibility needs. 
Build into the reservation process a way to 
communicate specific needs and figure out best 
practices to meet them. For instance, the registration 
form/website will have a contact person for 
accessibility needs when we start to advertise next 
year’s retreat—Marilyn Golden may be filling this 
function. So coming up with solutions to specific needs 
can be creatively addressed well in advance. 
     Several congregants have already volunteered to 
assist with accessibility issues, including suggesting 
other sites/centers and being available to accompany 
individuals needing assistance to navigate at Bort 
Meadow, which is largely relatively flat, though the 
ground has a bumpy, uneven surface. 
     *Research alternative means of conveyance to 
transport individuals from point to point at the Bort 
Meadow site, possibly in ways that make use of the 
assistance from a volunteer. This research has already 
begun, with an initial finding that vehicles like golf carts 
are probably too expensive to own, rent, or transport 
from rental locations. Kehilla may have access to one 
or more ordinary wheelchairs that can be used. Or, all 
terrain wheelchairs may be one possibility. There may 
be other ways to deal with the bumpy terrain between 
the car turn-around and the dining tables that are not 
dependent upon volunteer assistance, and allow for 
more independent movement. 
     *Other concerns, suggestions, or ideas, regarding 
Kehilla Retreat accessibility issues or how to address 
them? Want to volunteer your assistance? 
     Contact either Marilyn Golden 
at mgolden@dredf.org, or Don Stone 
at donstone1@aol.com or 510-703-0073. 

mailto:mgolden@dredf.org,
mailto:donstone1@aol.com
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On the Origins of Kehilla: 
Social Justice 

                                                     by Rabbi Burt Jacobson 
Note: This is the fifth of a series of 
personal essays on the beginnings of 
Kehilla. Each article shares the 
origins of one or more of the ideals 
and/or values that motivated me to 
start Kehilla. The essays are adapted 

from the manuscript of the book I am in the process of 
completing, tentatively titled There is Only One Love: 
The Ba’al Shem Tov in the Modern World. 
     My passion for social justice came from my mother, 
Gert Jacobson. As the chairwoman of the Anti-
Defamation League in Cleveland during World War II, 
she tried to awaken the Jewish community to the Nazi 
atrocities in Europe. When our family moved to Texas 
in 1947, Gert became the chairwoman of the Anti-
Defamation League in San Antonio. In that capacity she 
worked with teachers in the public schools, instructing 
them on how to promote racial, ethnic and religious 
tolerance in their classrooms.  
     My mother’s commitment to social justice stemmed 
from her father, Ruby Goldberg. My grandfather, who 
was born in Romania, was a women’s tailor. A secular 
Yiddish-speaking Jew, he was strongly drawn to 
socialism. He became a negotiator for the International 
Ladies’ Garment Workers Union in New York. My 
mother remembered him coming home from the 
negotiations, infuriated by the tightfisted attitudes of 
the factory owners. He would go to the kitchen, pick up 
a carving knife and bang it repeatedly on the counter. 
“Those G… d…. bosses, those G… d…. bosses, they 
won’t give us a nickel! They won’t give us a nickel! 
      I did not hear that story until I was an adult, but I 
learned about the biblical prophets as a young student 
in the religious school of Temple Beth El in San 
Antonio. I came to admire the commitment of the 
Reform movement to social justice. 
       Yet, I did not study the words of the biblical 
prophets until I entered rabbinical school. In 1961, as a 
second-year student at the Jewish Theological 
Seminary, I took a seminar with Abraham Joshua 
Heschel on the prophets. By this time, Heschel was well 
on his way to becoming the most well-known Jewish 
religious thinker in the United States.  
       Heschel had completed his dissertation on the 
prophets in the late 1930s in Germany, just as the Nazi 
regime had come into power. In the late 1950s he 
decided to rewrite the book in English. The members of 

our seminar were privileged to read the galley proofs 
of The Prophets with him.  
    In the book’s introduction, Heschel wrote: 
     The things that horrified the prophets are even now 
daily occurrences all over the world. There is no society 
to which Amos’ words would not apply. 

Listen to this, you merchants who crush the 
poor,and trample on the needy! You who are 
thinking,“When will this New Moon festival  
finally be over so that we can sell our grain, and 
this Sabbath day, so we can market our wheat? 
Then we will tamper with the scales, making the 
bushel-measure smaller and the shekel-weight 
bigger. And then we can make slaves of the 
poor, buying them for their debt of a piece of 
silver or a pair of sandals, and we will even get 
paid for moldy wheat.”YHWH, the Pride of Israel, 
has sworn: ‘’I will never forget what you have 
done!’  Amos 8:4-7 

      Indeed, [Heschel continued] the sort of crimes and 
even the amount delinquency that fill the prophets of 
Israel with dismay do not go beyond that which we 
regard as normal, as typical ingredients of social 
dynamics. To us, a single act of injustice—cheating in 
business, exploitation of the poor—is slight; to the 
prophets, a disaster. To us injustice is injurious to the 
welfare of the people; to the prophets, it is a 
deathblow to existence; to us, an episode; to them, a 
catastrophe, a threat to the world.  
     Heschel’s prose was incandescent. I found his ability 
to enter the consciousness of the prophets utterly 
remarkable. As a result, the voices of the prophets 
have both stirred and haunted me throughout my life. 
     In the following years I found myself especially 
drawn to Amos, the first of the literary prophets, who 
focused almost exclusively on the necessity for social 
justice. Amos seemed totally relevant to the political 
climate of the late 1960s. Indeed, the Reverend Martin 
Luther King, Jr., who became Heschel’s friend and 
colleague, often cited Amos’ words. The day before he 
was assassinated in 1968, King delivered a speech in 
support of the striking sanitation workers in Memphis, 
in which he said:    

"Somehow the preacher must have a kind of fire 
shut up in his bones. And whenever injustice is 
around he must tell it. Somehow the preacher must  
[continued on next page] 
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On the Origins of Kehilla (continued) 
 
be an Amos, who said, “When God speaks, who can 
but prophesy?” Again with Amos, “Let justice roll 
down like waters and righteousness like a mighty 
stream.”  

       In the late 1960s I taught classes about Amos and 
his message to both high school students and adults. I 
emphasized the prophet’s fiery denunciations of 
corruption, wealth, luxury, perversion of justice and 
superficial religion.  

       As I thought about starting a synagogue in the early 
1980s, the fierce voice of Amos called out to me. I felt 
that this radical prophet of justice simply had to be 
given a platform in a city like Berkeley, which had been 
strongly identified with rapid social change, civic 
unrest, and political upheaval in the 1960s and ‘70s. 
The political Left was still robust and there were 
moral/political issues— the Israel-Palestine conflict, 
nuclear weapons, central American refugees—that 
cried out to be dealt with from a prophetic religious 
perspective. 

 
Thank you for Your Generosity 

 

Bar/Bat Mitvah Program 
Susan Coto McKenna and Rafael Coto 

General Fund 
Jane Weisbin and Charles Reilly 

Nueva Esperanza Accompaniment Teams (NEAT) 
Hope Friedman 
Irene McPhail 

Carolyn Schour 
Herbert Salomon and Marcia Liberson 

Simone Masson 
Lisa Rothman 
Ralph Silber 

Sandy Vaughn 
And members of Kehilla's three Accompaniment Teams 

Rabbi's Discretionary Fund 
David Levine and Laurel Zien

All Congregants Deserve A Safe Home 

If you or anyone in your home is experiencing: 
     >Child abuse  
     >Elder abuse  
     >Dependent adult abuse  
     >Teen dating violence 
     >Intimate partner violence (domestic violence) 
    The Kehilla Committee Against Abuse (CAA), working along side the Spiritual Life Practices Committee (SLPC), is 
here to help you become or remain safe.   If you are experiencing any kind of abuse, please call: Steven Falk, long-
time Kehilla member, at (510) 708-0517; Julie Patrusky, experienced domestic violence counselor and long-time 
Kehilla member, at (510) 528-0299; or Rabbi David at (510) 547-2424 x103.   Call the Shalom Bayit (Peace in the 
Home) helpline for counseling and advocacy for teen dating violence and domestic violence issues at: (866) SHALOM-
7 (742-5667) toll-free within the Bay Area or (510) 451-7233 (SAFE) outside the Bay Area.
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September 2016 
Fri., Sept. 2, NO Kabbalat Shabbat service tonight. 
Please join us on Friday night, Sept 16.  

Sat., Sept 3, 10:30am, Elul Shabbat Service on the 
Marina – Rosh Chodesh. Yes, it is one month to go to 
Rosh Hashanah and at this special outdoor service on 
the Marina we will celebrate the New Moon of Elul 
which includes Hallel, the musical holiday celebration 
prayers, led by Beth Dickinson. Discussion led by Rabbi 
David on our High Holy Day theme on our how our 
work on immigration and refugees connects to our 
Jewish path. Check the website for location. Bring a 
chair with you and prepare to dress warmly. Kiddush to 
follow.  Please bring vegetarian finger foods to share, if 
you are able.  

Tues., Sept. 6, 7:30pm. Middle East Peace Committee 
Meeting. Back classroom. 

Wed., Sept. 7, 7:50am Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room. (Enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview.)  Doors open at 7:50 a.m., 
short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30, 
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. 

Wed., Sept. 7, 6:30pm  Spiritual Life Practices 
Committee Meeting.  Fireside Room. 

Thurs., Sept. 8, 4-6pm. Kehilla School. Please enter 
through the kitchen door. 

Thurs., Sept. 8, 6:30pm. "700 Benches: 
Experiencing Biblical Hebrew." Taught by Jenna Kemp 
First class of the series.. (See details on p. 10)  

Fri., Sept. 9, 6:30pm, Friday Night Peace Walk with 
Rabbi David and OCO. This is an easy opportunity to 
really be part of the movement for peace in our own 
community led by Oakland Community Organizations’ 
Ceasefire campaign. Rabbi David has affirmed to OCO 
that we will try to have at least ten Kehilla folk join him 
at these walks for community peace.. The campaign is 
many-sided, including the training and mobilization of 
neighborhood peace interveners, the retraining of 
police, and a weekly peace walk with local 
congregations to support a “culture of peace and 
healing” in neighborhoods at risk. Rabbi David reports 
that he has done this about 10 times and it is an 

especially nice way to meet people from across the 
spectrum of Oakland communities.Meet inside First 
Mt. Sinai Church, 1970 86th Ave. For info, call 510-606-
5064.    

Sat., Sept. 10, 10am. Chai Elul Shabbat and New 
Member Welcome. Join our “Bima Team” for a 
spirited, musical service as we immerse in the month of 
Elul and prepare for the High Holy Days. Our newest 
members will receive a special honor during the Torah 
service, and we’ll kick off the morning with Ketzev 
Kehilla, our prayerful percussion orchestra. Come one, 
come all! Children most welcome! Vegetarian potluck 
luncheon to follow. Please bring a vegetarian dish to 
share.  Kiddush also sponsored by Ruth Goldstone & 
James Eder in honor of Ruth's mother Merle S. 
Goldstone's yartzheit. 

Mon., Sept. 12, 7pm. Book Discussion Group. We will 
discuss The Fixer by Bernard Malamud. Fireside Room. 
(See p. 8 for details.) 

Mon., Sept. 12, 7:30pm. Conversion Group. Buber 
Room. (See p. 10 for details.) 

Tues., Sept. 13, 7pm. Generosity Committee meeting. 
Fireside Room. 

Wed., Sept. 14, 7:50am Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room. (Enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview.)  Doors open at 7:50 a.m., 
short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30, 
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. 

Thurs., Sept. 15, 4-6pm. Kehilla School. Please enter 
through the kitchen door. 

Thurs., Sept. 15, 6:30pm. "700 Benches: 
Experiencing Biblical Hebrew." Taught by Jenna Kemp. 
(See details on p. 10.)  

Fri., Sept. 16, 5:30-7:30pm Solar Lights for Gaza 
Fundraiser and Pre-Shabbat Potluck: This is a special 
pre-Shabbat Service gathering and potluck meal 
organized by Kehilla’s Greening Committee and Middle 
East Peace Committee. The purpose is to raise 
tzedakah for Rebuilding Alliance’s project to provide 
solar lights for the residents of Gaza where electricity is 

Kehilla Community Synagogue 
1300 Grand Avenue (at Fairview) 

Piedmont, CA  94610 
(510) 547-2424 

Please come fragrance-free to all Kehilla events, 
for the health of people with respiratory conditions 

and chemical sensitivities. 
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often available for only four or five hours in a day. This 
is especially needed by children who would otherwise 
study at night by hazardous candle or kerosene light. 
(See article p. 8 .) Guest speaker: Donna Baranski-
Walker, founder of Rebuilding Alliance. We will have a 
Potluck Dinner in the Social Hall starting at 5:30.  Please 
bring a vegetarian or fish dish to share.  

Fri., Sept. 16, 7:30pm, Kabbalat Shabbat with Hazzan 
Shulamit, Julie Nesnansky, and Beth Dickinson. Join us 
for a soulful and spirited musical evening to welcome in 
the joy and peace of Shabbat.  Kiddush to follow. 
Please bring veggie finger foods to share! 

Sat., Sept. 17, 10:30am, Elul Shabbat Service with our 
Chevra Kadisha, at Kehilla led by Rabbi David, Hazzan 
Shulamit, and Julie Nesnansky. Celebrating the 
completion of our “Sh’mira Readings Project.” Sh’mira 
is the ritual of staying with the body of the deceased in 
the period preceding the funeral during which the 
shomer (“guardian”) traditionally reads from the book 
of psalms. For our members when they do Sh’mira, 
Kehilla’s Chevra Kadisha has assembled readings from 
innovative and interpretive translations of the psalms 
some of which we will read at this service. We will have 
a short Torah reading that morning with one aliyah. 
Deuteronomy 22:6-12. If you want to chant this, email 
Rabbi David.  In the Fireside Room. Kiddush sponsored 
by the Chevra Kadisha. 

Sat., Sept. 17, 3:30-6:30pm. Kehilla High Holy Days Art 
Reception. Fireside Room and throughout the building. 
(See announcement, p.4 for details.) 

Sun., Sept. 18, 3:30-7pm. A Community Forum on the 
Movement for Black Lives Platform Study & 
Conversation. With Kehilla leaders, staff, and 
members.  (See article, p. 9 for details.) Buber Room. 

Sun., Sept. 18, 1- 3 pm, “We Are the Bridge” Exhibit 
Reception at Osher Marin JCC in San Rafael. Sponsored 
by the Faith Trio (Kehilla, Islamic Cultural Center, 
Montclair Presbyterian). Includes at least two artists 
who are Kehilla members, Lea Delson and Susan 
Freundlich. 200 North San Pedro Rd. San Rafael 94903. 

Sun., Sept. 18, 2pm.  Yoga for Renewal. Rooted in 
Jewish Mystical Teachings. With Julie Emden of Jewish 
LearningWorks.  Co-sponsored by Kehilla.  4th Street 
Yoga, 1809C 4th Street, Berkeley, CA 94710. $25 Public 
/$20 members of co-sponsoring organizations. 
Register: tinyurl.com/yoga918.  

Sun., Sept. 18, 4pm. "Drumming As Prayer" class with 
Debbie Fier. Fireside Room. (See p. _ for details.) 

Wed., Sept. 21, 7:50am Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room (Enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview)  Doors open at 7:50 a.m., 

short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30, 
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. 

Wed., Sept. 21, 7pm. "Drumming As Prayer" class with 
Debbie Fier. Fireside Room. (See p. 11 for details.) 

Thurs., Sept. 22, 4-6pm. Kehilla School. Please enter 
through the kitchen door. 

Thurs., Sept. 22, 6:30pm. "700 Benches: 
Experiencing Biblical Hebrew." Taught by Jenna Kemp. 
Back classroom, main floor. (See details on p. 10.)  

Fri., Sept. 23,  6:-9:00 Bar/Bat Mitzvah Shabbat 
Celebration: This evening is for all Bar Bat Mitzvah 
family members and is a required part of the BBM 
Program. Come to the synagogue to welcome in the 
new school year and the New Year with a festive 
Shabbat evening. We will begin with a short table 
service followed by a vegetarian potluck.   Fireside 
Room & Sanctuary. 

Fri., Sept. 23,  6:30pm Tot Shabbat.  For babies and 
children up to 5 years old (or older if they enjoy it) and 
their grown-ups. Led by Jen Miriam Kantor, Alon 
Altman and Jen’s puppet friends. Please bring a 
vegetarian potluck dish.  Social Hall. Childcare will be 
provided upon request. 

Sat., Sept. 24, No Shabbat Morning service – Join us 
tonight for Pre-Holy Days Ingathering. 

Sat., Sept. 24. The Bird of Many Colors: A Pre-Holy 
Days Ingathering: 7:15pm schmooze with 
refreshments in the Social Hall, program begins at 8pm.  
Gather with us one week before Rosh Hashanah, as we 
turn together toward the Days of Awe. This year, rather 
than observing Selichot with a service, all are welcome 
to an evening of community, music, stories, meditation 
and reflection.  Join us in the social hall for a little nosh 
and socializing, followed by a program led by the 
Kehilla spiritual leadership and musical prayer leaders, 
as we focus our awareness and maybe set some 
intention for our experience of the holy days.   If you 
are new to Kehilla, or to Kehilla’s observance of the 
High Holydays, this evening is a lovely way to begin the 
experience.  If you’re accustomed to the Selichot 
services of the last few years, you’ll find a similar 
opportunity in this program for settling into intention 
and reflection. 

Sun., Sept. 25, 8:15am-4pm, ROPES course for Bar/Bat 
Mitzvah Students. Students will carpool together to 
the spectacular Fort Miley for a day of fun, adventure 
and an exploration of team building activities. BBM 
families will receive more information about this in the 
mail. 
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Sun., Sept. 25, 1:15-3:30 pm. Interfaith Environmental 
Activity with the Faith Trio (Kehilla, Islamic Cultural 
Center, Montclair Presbyterian). This interfaith activity 
involves removing non-native plants in Joaquin Miller 
Park. Four more volunteers from Kehilla are still 
needed. To volunteer, call Lea Delson 510-528-6725. 

Sun., Sept. 25, 9am. Joyfully Jewish for 
Kindergarteners. Back classroom, main floor. 

Sun., Sept. 25, 5pm. "Mrs. Reiff and the Counterfeit 
Shop," a staged play reading by Stephanie Anne 
Johnson. Sponsored by Kehilla. A touching portrait of 
the friendship between a Black teenager and a 
Holocaust survivor in the 1960s.(See details, p. 6.) 

Tues., Sept. 27, 6:45pm. (Dinner at 6:15)  Board of 
Trustees Meeting. All are welcome. Fireside  Room. 

Wed., Sept. 28, 7:50am Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room. (Enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview.)  Doors open at 7:50 a.m., 
short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30, 
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. 

Thurs., Sept. 29, 4-6pm. Kehilla School. Please enter 
through the kitchen door. 

Thurs., Sept. 29, 6:30pm. "700 Benches: 
Experiencing Biblical Hebrew." Taught by Jenna Kemp. 
Back classroom, main floor. (See details on p. 10.)  

Fri., Sept. 30.  No Services. 
 

October 2016 
Sat., Oct. 1, 10:30am, Elul Shabbat Service at Kehilla 
with Sharon Grodin and Julie Nesnanksy, a smaller 
service in the Fireside Room, with music and reflection.   
  
Sun., Oct. 2, 6:30pm, Erev Rosh Hashanah services at 
Scottish Rite Center, 1547 Lakeside Drive, Oakland.  For 
both adults and children, start at 6:30pm. Sermon by 
Rabbi Dev.  
 
Mon., Oct. 3. Rosh Hashanah services. SERVICES WILL 
END before 12:45! at Scottish Rite Center, 1547 
Lakeside Drive, Oakland. Our leaders are determined to 
conclude the service  in time for tashlich and lunch at a 
reasonable hour. 
8:30 – 9:15am. Silent Meditation Space - 3rd Floor 
9:30am – 12:40pm. Main Rosh Hashanah Morning 
Service, beginning with Ketzev Kehilla with Kehilla’s 
Spiritual Leaders, Hazzan Shulamit and our Musical 
Prayer Leaders 
10:00 – 11:15am. Family and Youth Service with Rabbi 
Dev Noily, Sandra Razieli, Natalie Boskin, and Musical 

Prayer Leader Beth Dickinson and surprise guests! 
Children, teens and adults welcome. 

10:15 - 11:15am. Rosh Hashanah Toddler Services with 
Jen Miriam and Alon Altman. Geared towards babies, 
tots, and kids up to 5 years olds and their grown ups or 
families. 
12:45-12:55pm, Tashlich at Lake Merritt (across the 
street from services) with Rabbi David. 

 Tues., Oct. 4, 9:30am-12:30pm, Second Day Rosh 
Hashanah Services at Kehilla, 1300 Grand Avenue, 
Piedmont, with Rabbi Chaya Gusfield and Eve Decker. 
Kehilla Sanctuary. Receive the replenishment of 
contemplative song, story, and silence. Rabbi Chaya 
Gusfield and Buddhist teacher and musician Eve Decker 
use the beautiful complement of Jewish and Buddhist 
teachings, music, and spiritual practices to delve deeply 
into the essence of this holy day. A more intimate 
service for the second day. 

Wed., Oct. 5, 7:50am Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room. (Enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview.)  Doors open at 7:50 a.m., 
short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30, 
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. 

Wed., Oct. 5, 6:30pm. Spiritual Life Practices 
Committee meeting. Fireside Room. 

Wed., Oct. 5, 7:30pm. Middle East Peace Committee 
Meeting. Fireside Room. 

Thurs., Oct. 6. No Kehilla School. 

Fri., Oct. 7, 7:30pm. NO Kabbalat Shabbat services. 
Please join us for Shabbat Shuva on Saturday morning, 
Oct 8. Our next Kabbalat Shabbat service with Hazzan 
Shulamit will be on November 4.   

Sat., Oct. 8, 10:30am. Shabbat Shuva Service at 
Kehilla.  Join Howard Hamburger and Julie Nesnansky 
for the special Shabbat service situated within the Ten 
Days of Awe. We take the themes of the High Holydays 
and we explore them in the context of Shabbat in a 
smaller service context. Kiddush sponsored by Beth 
Weinberger in memory of her mother, Frieda 
Weinberger, and by Amy Bat Tzipora in memory of her 
beloved Bubbies, Zaydies, mother and father. 

Mon., Oct. 10, 7pm.  Book Discussion Group.  We will 
discuss Mystics of Mile End by Sigal Samuel. Fireside 
Room. 

Tues., Oct. 11, 6:30pm. Kol Nidre Service (for grown 
ups) at Scottish Rite Center, 1547 Lakeside Drive, 
Oakland. Judaism’s most cherished prayer sung once a 
year, Kol Nidre, kicks off a day of collective 
introspection. Sermon by Rabbi David. 
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 Tues., Oct. 11, 6:30pm. Family Kol Nidre Service (for 
children and family) at Kehilla, 1300 Grand Avenue, 
Piedmont Led by Rabbi Dev Noily & Lior Ben-Hur.  
Geared toward children ages 6-12.  Children of all ages 
and adults welcome. 

Tues., Oct. 11, 6:30pm, Toddler Kol Nidre Service (for 
babies and tots) at Kehilla, 1300 Grand Avenue, 
Piedmont Led by Jen Miriam and Alon Altman.  A 
musical, spiritual journey geared toward kids up to 5 
years old and their grown ups.  

Wed., Oct. 12. Yom Kippur Morning Services 
at Scottish Rite Center, 1547 Lakeside Drive, Oakland 
8:30am- 9:15am, Silent Meditation Space 
9:30am,  Main Yom Kippur Morning Service 
10:00am- 11:00am, Youth Services  (6th - 8th grades) 

 Wed., Oct. 12. Yom Kippur Afternoon/Evening 
Services & Activities at Kehilla, 1300 Grand Avenue, 
Piedmont 
2:00- 4:30pm Drop off potluck offerings at Kehilla (or 
bring them at 7:45pm) 
2:30-3:30 pm Workshops 
4:30 pm Yizkor (Remembrance of those who died) 
5:15 pm Rabbi Burt sermon, Healing Service & 
Dukhanen (Priestly blessings) 
6:30 pm Ne’ila (Closing the Gates) 
8:00pm-9:30pm Community Pot Luck Break-Fast at 
Kehilla. Please bring a vegetarian main dish to share. 
Food can be dropped off at Kehilla between 2:00 & 
4:30 p.m., or at 7:45 p.m. 

Thurs., Oct. 13. No Kehilla School. 

Fri., Oct. 14, 6:30pm, Friday Night Peace Walk with 
OCO. Usually Rabbi David is on these walks but may be 
out of town this weekend. But Kehilla people have 
been coming, so it would be great to continue to have 
our shul’s participation in David’s absence. This is an 
easy opportunity to really be part of the movement for 
peace in our own community led by Oakland 
Community Organizations’ Ceasefire campaign. The 
campaign is many-sided including the training and 
mobilization of neighborhood peace interveners, the 
retraining of police, and a weekly peace walk with local 
congregations to support a “culture of peace and 
healing” in neighborhoods at risk. The neighbors there 
support these walks and it has always been peaceful 
and friendly. It’s a nice way to meet people from across 
the spectrum of Oakland communities who support 
Ceasefire efforts. Meet inside First Mt. Sinai Church, 
1970 86th Ave. For info, call 510-606-5064.   

Sat. Oct. 15, 10:30am. Shabbat Service with Sharon 
Grodin and Beth Dickinson. As we read the poem that 
comprises parashat Haazinu (Deuteronomy 32), we can 

see the influence of the theology of the prophets on 
this chapter. Of course, the prophets were centuries 
after Moses, so this is a much later insert into the 
Torah with a very different way of seeing God. What 
was this theology and how does it connect to later 
Jewish spirituality and to our social activism today? We 
will especially look at Deuteronomy 32:37-40. Kiddush 
to follow. Bring a veggy potluck dish to share. Fireside 
Room. 

Sun., Oct. 16, 11am-1pm. Kehilla Neighborhood 
Brunches. 

Sun., Oct. 16, 5:30pm. Chai Mitzvah Group. Back 
classroom, main floor.   (See details, p. 11.)  

Mon., Oct. 17, 7-9pm. Community Discussion of Ballot 
Propositions and Local Measures.  Sponsored by the 
Economic Justice Committee, the Greening Committee 
and Anti-Death Penalty Action Group. Social Hall. (See 
article, p. 17.) 

Mon., Oct. 17, 6:30pm. "Elements of Magical Judaism" 
class. Taught by Jude Elfe & Jonathan Furst. Sanctuary.  
(See p. 12 for details.) 

Wed., Oct. 19, 7:50am Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room. (Enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview.)  Doors open at 7:50 a.m., 
short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30, 
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. 

Wed., Oct. 19, 7pm. Economic Justice Committee 
Meeting. Social Hall. 

Thurs., Oct. 20, 4-6pm. Kehilla School. Please enter 
through the kitchen door. 

Fri., Oct. 21, 6:30pm, Sukkot Shabbat Friday Evening 
Potluck in the Sukkah. Bring the whole family and join 
us for a Sukkot dinner in the Sukkah (and/or Social 
Hall). This is not a ritual-heavy event – our major 
purpose is to celebrate and be happy, which is the very 
purpose the Torah describes for the holiday. We’ll do a 
few blessings, then a potluck dinner, conversation, 
perhaps a chance for kids to make sukkah decorations, 
and then, as you choose to, do the ritual of blessing the 
lulav palm frond and shaking in blessing to all the 
world’s directions with Rabbi David. At Kehilla 
Remember: Bring a veggy potluck dish to share and be 
joyous. 

Sat., Oct. 22, 10:30am. Sukkot Shabbat with Special 
Procession.  Appropriate for everyone in the family. 
Join Rabbi David & Julie Nesnansky as we celebrate 
Sukkot with a joyous musical service and processions 
(“hakafot”) with lulav followed by Kiddush in the 
sukkah. Bring veggie finger food to share. 
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Mon. Oct. 24. Simchat Torah Celebration at Chochmat 
HaLev  2215 Prince St., Berkeley at Fulton. 
Join with all the Bay Area Renewal communities for a 
night of sacred and ecstastic dancing to live music and 
special Torah chanting to celebrate the conclusion of 
our High Holy Day journey.    
6:00pm  Special Kids Celebration with Jen Miriam and 
Alon Altman, dance and sing around the Torah with  
puppets, music and friends 
6:30pm Vegetarian potluck dinner 
7:00 pm Maariv, Dancing and Torah service with the 
Shirat HaLev Musicians 
9:30 pm- Kiddush and refreshments 
Donation:  Members of participating organizations: 
$15-10   General Public $20-15   Children: $5 

Tues., Oct. 25, 6:45pm. (Dinner at 6:15)  Board of 
Trustees Meeting. All are welcome. Fireside  Room. 

Wed., Oct. 26, 7:50am Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room. (Enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview.)  Doors open at 7:50 a.m., 
short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30, 
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. 

Wed., Oct. 26, 7pm. A Class in the Poetic Word. Taught 
by Lenore Weiss. Fireside Room. (See p. 12 for details.) 

Thurs., Oct. 27, 4-6pm.  Kehilla School. Please enter 
through the kitchen door. 

Thurs., Oct. 27, 6:30pm. "700 Benches: 
Experiencing Biblical Hebrew." Taught by Jenna Kemp. 
(See details on p. 10)  

Fri., Oct. 28, 6:30pm, Tot Shabbat. For children up to 5 
years old (or older if they enjoy it) and their grown-ups. 
Led by Jen Miriam Kantor, Alon Altman and Jen’s 
puppet friends. Please bring a vegetarian potluck dish. 
In the Social Hall. 

Sat., Oct 29, 10:30am.  Shabbat Service and Torah 
Study with Rabbi David and Beth Dickinson. Here we go 
again! We are starting the Torah anew from the first 
parasha of the Torah. We will be looking at the mythic 
Garden of Eden story and how it has been 
reinterpreted in traditional and modern midrash (such 
as by Lilith Magazine and John Steinbeck). During the 
service, rather than chanting the Torah we will study 

and discuss Chapter 3 of Genesis. Followed by Kiddush. 
Bring veggie finger food to share. 

Sat., Oct.29, 9am. 30th annual Harmony Walk/Run to 
End Homelessness in Richmond, hosted by the Greater 
Richmond Interfaith Program (GRIP). Check-in 9:30am. 
Walk begins 10:30am.The web address with a link to 
our team page & further details will be provided in the 
Kehilla weekly e-mails. You can walk or run for as 
much, or as little, a distance as you want.  And, there 
will be a festival in the park after the walk. (See 
announcement, p. 14.) 

Sun., Oct. 30, 2:30-5:00, (1) Nuts and Bolts Workshop 
for Parents & (2) Interactive Discussion with Shalom 
Bayit for Bar/Bat Mitzvah Students 
(1) is required for parents, (2) is highly recommended 
for Students 
   Parents who have previously gone through the 
program will be coming to and share their nuts and 
bolts experiences about planning for the whole year, 
including sharing details about how to keep things 
organized, as well as kiddush and party planning. 
Simultaneously, Zephira Derblich-Milea from Shalom 
Bayit will be presenting her award-winning workshop, 
“Love Shouldn’t Hurt.” www.shalom-bayit.org/teen 
In this workshop, students will have the opportunity to 
learn and discuss about how to build and maintain 
healthy relationships.    
For questions or to request childcare for BBM related 
activities, contact sandra@kehillasynagogue.org.  

Mon., Oct. 31, 6:30-9:30pm. "Elements of Magical 
Judaism" class. Taught by Jude Elfe & Jonathan Furst. 
Sanctuary.  (See p. 12 for details.) 

Sat., Nov. 5, 6:45pm. Annual Harvest Dinner of the 
Faith Trio (Kehilla, Islamic Cultural Center, Montclair 
Presbyterian). Come early at 6:15 if you would like to 
be present at the Muslim evening prayer. Followed by 
multi-faith blessings before dinner. Designated potluck: 
Kehilla members bring veggy salads (fish okay). 
Muslims, Jews and Christians eating together and an 
opportunity to discuss the subject of the evening: 
Solidarity: A Spiritual Necessity. At the Islamic Cultural 
Center, 1433 Madison Street, Oakland. 
 

 
  

http://www.shalom-bayit.org/teen
mailto:sandra@kehillasynagogue.org.
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Kehilla Community Synagogue 
Please use the following number for all staff:  (510) 547-2424 

Co-Rabbi, David J. Cooper 
Rabbidavid@kehillasynagogue.org 

Co-Rabbi, Dev Noily  
RabbiDev@kehillasynagogue.org 

Executive Director,  Michael Saxe-Taller 
Michael@kehillasynagogue.org 

Managing Director, Beth Bittle 
Beth@kehillasynagogue.org 

Hazzan Shulamit Wise Fairman 
Shulamit@kehillasynagogue.org 

Bar/Bat Mitvzah Program Director, Sandra Razieli 
Sandra@kehillasynagogue.org 

Founding Rabbi, Burt Jacobson   (510) 283-5704 
RabBurt@earthlink.net 
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Communications Coordinator,  
Sasha Gottfried 
Sasha@kehillasynagogue.org 

Youth Programs Coordinator,  
Natalie Boskin  
Natalie@kehillasynagogue.org 

Bookkeeper, Molly Melamed 
Molly@kehillasynagogue.org 

Events Line: 

Fax: (510) 547-2442 

Chevra Kadisha: 
Jane Hoberman: 510-843-6047 

Committee Against Abuse: 
Steven Falk: 510-339-0517 

Spiritual Life Practices Committee Chair:  
Shoshana Finacom 
Spirituallife@kehillasynagogue.org 
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              High Holy Days 5777/2016 
                     Seeking Shelter in the Days of Awe:  
            Immigrants and Refugees, Longing and Home 
                                                    by Rabbi Dev Noily 

     In March of this year a 
group of Kehilla members 
working on immigration 
issues called a meeting to 
connect people in our 
community who are involved 

in all kinds of work and service with immigrants and 
refugees, and the laws and policies affecting them. 
    Here are some of the ways people who came to the 
meeting are engaged: 

 Working with Nueva Esperanza to form 
accompaniment teams who provide direct 
support to newly arrived Central American 
immigrants; 

 Supporting LGBT refugees through the Jewish 
Family and Community Services of the East 
Bay LGBT refugee resettlement program ; 

 Working with Jewish Voice for Peace doing 
neighborhood canvassing focused on 
welcoming refugees and ending Muslim 
profiling; 

 Participating in monthly vigils at the ICE West 
County Detention Facility to support 
immigrant detainees and their families; 

 Exploring Kehilla's potential to be a sanctuary 
synagogue for those who face deportation; 

 Providing legal or counseling services to 
immigrants; 

 Providing direct or financial support for Syrian 
and other refugees in Europe, through the 
Hebrew Immigrant Aid Society (HIAS) and 
other agencies; 

 Working with the East Bay Interfaith 
Immigration Coalition; 

 Providing support to Syrian refugees coming 
to the U.S. 

    I left that meeting inspired and moved by the 
incredible energy among people in the Kehilla 
community.  There are so many ways that so many 
people are supporting immigrants and refugees, 

fighting against deportations and human rights 
abuses, and advocating for policy changes that reflect 
our commitment to welcome people who are fleeing 
war, persecution and social and economic turmoil.   
    One thing that came up at the meeting was the 
need to let more people know about the work that’s 
happening, and to help more people join in.  How 
could we get word out about where contributions are 
needed and how people contribute—whether 
someone has an occasional few hours or dollars to 
give, or has housing to share, or can offer an ongoing 
gift of time? 
    When the Spiritual Leadership team (Rabbi David, 
Hazzan Shulamit, Avi Rose, Rabbi Burt, Howard 
Hamburger, Sandra Razieli, Sharon Grodin and myself) 
met to consider our theme for this year’s High Holy 
Days, “immigrants and refugees” emerged as a 
compelling choice.  We saw at least a trio of 
interconnected reasons to dig into this ground:  (1) the 
urgent humanitarian and justice issues underlying the 
unprecedented migration underway, (2) the energy 
already flowing in Kehilla to address the crises, and (3) 
the potential for our coming together for High Holy 
Days to help more people respond to the crises.  
    One more reason to let ourselves be guided by this 
theme is its profoundly rich spiritual terrain.  
Experiences of seeking refuge, migrating, yearning for 
home and offering harbor and kindness to those 
fleeing from danger open up the big questions that all 
of us sometimes face in moments of stillness.  What is 
the sense of disorientation, separateness or apartness 
that we sometimes feel? How do we come to be at 
home in the world and in ourselves? What is our 
longing for connection and at-one-ment—where does 
it come from, and where can it lead us? What are our 
personal and communal histories of migration and 
how do they shape us? How can we move toward 
harmony and balance between our unique individual 
experience and our shared connection to all that is? 

[continued on p. 19]
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Renew Your Membership Now! 
    Kehilla members in good standing will automatically 

receive complimentary admission to High Holy Day 
services when you renew your membership for 2015-16.  

Your admission to High Holy Day services will be your 
name at the door, along with your name tag.  

    To renew your membership, please visit our website at 
www.KehillaSynagogue.org.     

 

Discounts 
On First-Time Membership 

    We are offering a discount on membership dues 
through December 1, 2016. Dues are $200 for Adults 
under 30, and $660 for Adults 30 and over, and will 
include tickets to all High Holy Day services. Conversely, 
any payment made for High Holy Day tickets can be 
applied to the cost of membership. Payment plans can be 
arranged. 

   Visit the website at www.KehillaSynagogue.org and 
click on “JOIN” for more information, or  contact Sasha at 
(510) 547-2424 x100 or Sasha@KehillaSynagogue.org.   

 

 

High Holy Day Tickets  
for the General Public 

Tickets to services  for the general public can be 
ordered on the website at 

http://kehillasynagogue.org/highholydays/  

Tickets will also be available 
 for purchase at the door. 

High Holy Days Schedule 
The Bird of Many Colors:  

A Pre-Holy Days Ingathering 
Saturday, September 24  

Social hour at 7:15, Program at 8pm 

Erev Rosh Hashanah at Scottish Rite Center  
Sunday, October 2, 6:30pm  

Rosh Hashanah at Scottish Rite Center  
Monday, October 3, 9:30am  

Rosh Hashanah Family & Youth Service 
 at Scottish Rite Center 
Monday, October 3, 10am 

Rosh Hashanah Toddler Services 
at Scottish Rite Center 

Monday, October 3, 10:15am 

Second Day Rosh Hashanah at Kehilla  
Tuesday, October 4, 9:30am 

Shabbat Shuvah at Kehilla 
Saturday, October 8, 10:30am 

Kol Nidre at Scottish Rite Center 
 Tuesday, October 11, 6:30pm  

Kol Nidre Family Service at Kehilla  
Tuesday, October 11, 6:30pm 

Kol Nidre Toddler Service at Kehilla  
Tuesday, October 11, 6:30pm 

Yom Kippur Day at Scottish Rite Center  
Wednesday, October 12, 9:30am  

Yom Kippur Youth Service for 6th-8th Graders 
at Scottish Rite Center 

Wednesday, October 12, 10am 

Yom Kippur Afternoon/Evening at Kehilla 
Wednesday, October 12 

2:00-4:30pm: Drop off potluck offerings* 
2:30-3:30pm: Workshops 

 4:30pm: Yizkor (Remembrance) 
5:15pm: Rabbi Burt Teaching, Healing Service & Dukhanen  

6:30pm: Ne’ila (Closing the Gates) 
8pm: Community Potluck Break-fast 

*Please bring a vegetarian main dish to share. Food can be 
dropped off at Kehilla between 2:00 & 4:30pm or at 7:45pm 

 

 

KKeehhiillllaa  HHiigghh  HHoollyy  DDaayyss  
22001166//55777777 

http://www.KehillaSynagogue.org.
http://www.KehillaSynagogue.org
mailto:Sasha@KehillaSynagogue.org.
http://kehillasynagogue.org/highholydays/
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Executively Speaking  
A New Year: Looking Ahead 

                                         by Michael Saxe-Taller, Executive Director 
      

       It is again that time of the Jewish 
cycle when we reflect on the past year    
and imagine the one that is coming.   
     This year, my first full Jewish year at 
Kehilla, was filled with important 

moments and solid growth for us as a congregation. We 
finished the year a stronger, more cohesive community. 
We have increased our membership, solidified our 
finances, updated our technology, prepared for an 
upcoming rabbinic transition and developed even more 
committed congregant leaders (for specifics, see my June 
Kol Kehilla article at http://kehillasynagogue.org/oh-
what-a-year/. I think we can be proud of all that we did 
to strengthen our community and to make constructive 
change in the communities around us. 
     I am jazzed for the year that is coming up. We enter 
the year planted on firm ground,  prepared to face the 
next important set of challenges for us as a community. I 
think these include: 
     Caring for our building – Our physical home is in need 
of some significant repair. In addition, we want our 
building to be more accessible and more welcoming to 
our own community and to those who join us.  
     Completing our Rabbinic transition – Rabbis David and 
Dev will be serving as Co-Rabbis for this year until the  

 
next stage of the transition occurs in July 2017. We will 
have many chances to appreciate Rabbi David for his 
years of work and to prepare for Rabbi Dev’s step into 
the senior rabbinic role. We will also be searching for a 
dynamic new Director of Kehilla School to join our Kehilla 
leadership team.  
     Addressing the issues of a growing community – 
Kehilla grew by 25 member households in the past year 
and we have reason to think that we will continue to 
grow this year as well. We will need to put attention to 
welcoming our new members, as well as to how we 
maintain our intimacy and individual care while we grow. 
     Thinking about our next 5-10 years – As our present 
day situation has become stable, we now have the 
opportunity to image our future as a congregation and to 
strategize and prioritize the steps that will get us there.    
The Kehilla Board and many of our other committees will 
have opportunities to do this kind of thinking. 
     I am excited for the opportunity to engage with you 
this year on these issues and on the many other aspects 
of Kehilla life.  
     May we all have a sweet year of working, building, 
growing and celebrating together as a community. 
L’Shana Tova

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

It's Membership Renewal Time! 

    It is time again for you to renew your annual Kehilla dues pledge. 

     We are excited to have a new membership renewal and registration process, a result of another one of our 
year’s major accomplishments - a new, upgraded database. We now have one form that is used for membership 
renewals, new memberships and religious school registrations. The form will combine all fees and allow you to 
set up a payment plan. We will also be able to automatically update your contact information into the database.  

     We strongly encourage everyone to renew their membership electronically. If you need a paper registration 
form, please contact Sasha Gottfried at 510-547-2424 x100 or Sasha@kehillasynagogue.org  

     You have recently received a letter and a couple of emails outlining the renewal/registration process. You can 
access the renewal/registration form by going to the to the Kehilla website or to the link in the renewal emails.  

     We deeply appreciate your membership in this community and look forward to another year together! 

  

http://kehillasynagogue.org/oh-
mailto:Sasha@kehillasynagogue.org
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Chai Elul Shabbat & 
New Member Welcome 

Saturday, September 10, 10am 

      Join our “Bima Team” for a spirited, musical service as 
we immerse in the month of Elul and prepare for the High 
Holy Days. Our newest members will receive a special 
honor during the Torah service, and we’ll kick off the 
morning with Ketzev Kehilla, our prayerful percussion 
orchestra. Come one, come all! Children most welcome! 
Vegetarian potluck luncheon to follow. Please bring a 
vegetarian dish to share.  Kiddush also sponsored by Ruth 
Goldstone & James Eder in honor of Ruth's mother Merle 
S. Goldstone's yartzheit. 

 

Solar Lights for Gaza Fundraiser & 
 Pre-Shabbat Potluck 

Friday, September 16, 5:30pm 
     This is a special pre-Shabbat Service gathering and 
potluck meal organized by Kehilla’s Greening Committee 
and Middle East Peace Committee. The purpose is to raise 
tzedakah for Rebuilding Alliance’s project to provide solar 
lights for the residents of Gaza where electricity is often 
available for only four or five hours in a day. This is 
especially needed by children who would otherwise study 
at night by hazardous candle or kerosene light. Guest 
speaker: Donna Baranski-Walker, founder of Rebuilding 
Alliance. We will have a Potluck Dinner in the Social Hall 
starting at 6:00.  Please bring a vegetarian or fish dish to 
share.  Followed by Kabbalat Shabbat Service at 7:30. (See 
article, p. 8.) 

 

Elul Shabbat Service with  
the Chevra Kadisha 

Saturday, September 17, 10:30am 

     Led by Rabbi David, Hazzan Shulamit, and Julie 
Nesnansky. Celebrating the completion of our “Sh’mira 
Readings Project.” Sh’mira is the ritual of staying with the 
body of the deceased in the period preceding the funeral 
during which the shomer (“guardian”) traditionally reads 
from the book of psalms. For our members, when they do 
Sh’mira, Kehilla’s Chevra Kadisha has assembled readings 
from innovative and interpretive translations of the psalms, 
some of which we will read at this service. We will have a 
short Torah reading that morning with one aliyah. 
Deuteronomy 22:6-12. If you want to chant this, email 
Rabbi David.  In the Fireside Room. Kiddush sponsored by 
the Chevra Kadisha. 

A Community Forum on the  
Movement for Black Lives Platform 

Study & Conversation 
Sunday September 18, 3:30 – 7:00pm 

     Join us as we come together to study the 
platform as a community and to listen deeply to 
what the Movement’s leaders are saying. Rabbi 
David, Rabbi Dev, Hazzan Shulamit, and Rabbi Burt 
have endorsed the Movement for Black Lives 
Platform as individuals.  We invite you to read the 
entire platform, either ahead of time or at the 
Forum.   
    Our intention is to create a community forum 
that centers the Platform’s demands for racial and 
economic justice, while making space for the 
complex emotional responses that may arise for us 
in relationship to Jewish identity, racial identity and 
all the aspects of ourselves that make each of us 
who we are. 
    ( See article on p. 9 for details.)  

Kehilla High Holy Days Art Reception 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Saturday, September 17, 3:30-6:30pm 

     Kehilla is honored to present a group show 
reflecting this year’s High Holy Days theme of 
Immigrants. Refugees. Longing. Home. For the first 
time, Kehilla will be using art to deepen our 
individual and collective connection to the High Holy 
Days. 
     Over 20 Kehilla members have contributed more 
than 30 pieces, including sketches, paintings, mixed 
media, ceramics, photos, and narrative. The work is 
both beautiful and powerful. We invite you to join us 
at the artists’ reception.  Thanks to the talent and 
generosity of our congregation, art will be displayed 
not only in the Fireside Room but throughout the 
synagogue. Light refreshments will be served. We 
look forward to seeing you there! 
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A Gym for Writers 
     Have you always wanted to explore writing and 
other writers, but need a supportive environment 
to get the ink going? Here's an open invitation for 
all those who'd like to discuss forming a Jewish-
based writing group. 
     The possibilities might include — a place where 
we can generate new writing based on prompts 
and other self-starters, exchange information 
about our favorite Jewish writers and poets, read 
together, or something else.  
      If interested, please contact Lenore Weiss at 
webcontentlw@gmail.com  with "Gym for 
Writers"  in the subject line.   

Yoga for Renewal: 
Rooted in Jewish Mystical Teachings 

with Julie Emden of Jewish LearningWorks 

 

Sunday, September 18, 2:00-4:00pm 

     Integrate, mind, body, heart and spirit. Enhance 
your practices for living in balance and wellness with 
this gentle, grounded Iyengar-based yoga and 
movement practice infused with themes of 
realignment and renewal for the Jewish New Year. 

     Location:  4th Street Yoga, 1809 4th St., Berkeley 
     Cost:  $25.   Register: yogasept20.eventbrite.com 

     Co-sponsored by 4th Street Yoga, Chochmat HaLev, 
Congregation Netivot Shalom, Kehilla Community 

Synagogue, Temple Sinai Oakland. 

     Contact: jemden@jewishlearningworks.org 
About Julie Emden:  Julie directs the Embodied Jewish 
Learning Initiative at Jewish LearningWorks. A graduate of 
five fellowship and certification programs related to her 
work as a Jewish Educator and as a Yoga, Movement and 
Dance Instructor, Julie holds a BA from the University of 
Michigan. She holds teaching certifications in Iyengar-
based yoga from the Yoga Room in Berkeley, in Yoga and 
Jewish Spirituality from Elat Chayyim Center for Jewish 
Spirituality, and in Movement-based Expressive Arts from 
Tamalpa Institute.  

 “We Are the Bridge” Exhibit Reception 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Sunday, September 18, 1- 3 pm 
     This exhibit showcases works by artists of multiple 
faith traditions, and is sponsored by the Faith Trio 
(Kehilla, Islamic Cultural Center, and Montclair 
Presbyterian).  It includes a large selection from the 
May 2015 interfaith exhibition held at the Islamic 
Cultural Center of Northern California. Kehilla artists 
Tamar Raine, Susan Freundlich and Lea Delson are 
represented in this exhibit, along with many other 
wonderful artists.  Free Reception with Music. 

 At Osher Marin JCC  
 200 North San Pedro Rd. San Rafael 

 
Mission Dolores Window by Lea Delson 

 

The Bird of Many Colors: 
A Pre-Holy Days Ingathering 

Saturday, September 24 
Shmooze: 7:15pm  Program: 8pm 

     Gather with us one week before Rosh Hashanah, as 
we turn together toward the Days of Awe. This year, 
rather than observing Selichot with a service, all are 
welcome to an evening of community, music, stories, 
meditation and reflection.  

      Join us in the social hall for a little nosh and 
socializing, followed by a program led by the Kehilla 
spiritual leadership and musical prayer leaders, as we 
focus our awareness and maybe set some intention for 
our experience of the holy days.   If you are new to 
Kehilla, or to Kehilla’s observance of the High Holydays, 
this evening is a lovely way to begin the experience.  If 
you’re accustomed to the Selichot services of the last 
few years, you’ll find a similar opportunity in this 
program for settling into intention and reflection. 

 

mailto:webcontentlw@gmail.com
mailto:jemden@jewishlearningworks.org
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"Mrs. Reiff And The Counterfeit Shop" 
by Stephanie Anne Johnson 

A Staged Play Reading 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Sunday, September 25, 5pm 

     We are delighted to present a staged reading of 
Stephanie Anne Johnson’s newest play. This 
autobiographical portrait begins when teenaged 
Stephanie looks into the window of an art store in 
Englewood, New Jersey. 
      Welcomed by Mrs. Reiff, the owner of the 
Counterfeit Shop, they develop a decades long 
friendship which transcends age, culture, race, and 
religion. There are flashbacks to highlight this 
historical moment on the East Coast when Black 
people and Jewish people shared common cause in 
the quest for social justice. A surprising cultural 
intersection is revealed at the end of the play. 
      Susan Felix, Bruce Bierman, and Stephanie Anne 
Johnson will be the readers. Bruce Bierman will lead 
participants in Jewish dance before an open 
discussion of this play in development.   
     People of all ages are welcome to attend this 
event.  Admission is free. Donations for the actors 
and technician will be gratefully accepted. 

In the Sanctuary 

 

Sukkot Shabbat: 
Friday Evening Potluck in the Sukkah 

 
Friday, October 21, 6:30pm 

    Bring the whole family and join us for a Sukkot 
dinner in the Sukkah (and/or Social Hall). This is not a 
ritual-heavy event – our major purpose is to 
celebrate and be happy which is the very purpose 
the Torah describes for the holiday. We’ll do a few 
blessings, then a potluck dinner, conversation, 
perhaps a chance for kids to make sukkah 
decorations, and then, as you choose to, do the ritual 
of blessing the lulav palm frond and shaking in 
blessing to all the world’s directions with Rabbi 
David.   Remember: Bring a veggie potluck dish to 
share and be joyous! (Fish okay, but no shellfish, 
please.) 

 

Annual Harvest Dinner of the Faith Trio 
“Solidarity: A Spiritual Necessity”  

 

 
Saturday evening, November 5 

 
6:15 Come early if you would like to be present at the 
Muslim evening service 
6:45 Multi-Faith Blessings, Potluck Dinner (see below) 
and Conversation 
 
     The Faith Trio is an alliance of Kehilla Community 
Synagogue, Islamic Cultural Center of Northern 
California, and Montclair Presbyterian Church. Every 
year we hold an autumn gathering. Often we have a 
theme for discussion at the tables. The opening 
question this year: “What is your earliest memory of an 
experience where you met someone from another 
religious background?” Our discussions will focus on 
the spiritual necessity for interfaith solidarity.  
Designated potluck: Kehilla members bring veggy 
salads (fish okay). 

At the Islamic Cultural Center of Northern California 
1433 Madison Street, Oakland near 14th Street 

 



 7

Kehilla Neighborhood Brunches Return! 
Sunday, October 16, 11:00am-1:00pm

If you have ever wanted to find out more about the 
Kehilla members in your neighborhood and to make 
connections in your local village - come to a Kehilla 
Neighborhood Brunch!   This year our brunch is on the 
day of the first evening of Sukkot. 

WHERE: We expect to have hosts for Berkeley, 
Richmond, South Oakland and the 
Rockridge/Temescal/Grand Lake/Piedmont area of 
Oakland. WHAT: The hosts will provide juice, coffee 
and tea.   

Guests are asked to bring vegetarian brunch items to 
share. 

Save the Date and look for further announcements in 
the weekly emails or call the office!  We hope to see 
you there!  If you are willing to volunteer your home, 
please email chesed@kehillasynagogue.org.  Your offer 
will be much appreciated. 

Shalom, 
The Chesed Committee 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Erev Simchat Torah Celebration!  
Monday, October 24 

 

 

 

 

at Chochmat HaLev   
2215 Prince St., Berkeley at Fulton. 

Join with all the Bay Area Renewal communities for 
a night of sacred and ecstastic dancing to live 
music and special Torah chanting to celebrate the 
conclusion of our High Holy Day journey.    

6:00pm  Special Kids Celebration with Jen Miriam 
and Alon Altman, dance and sing around the Torah 
with  puppets, music and friends 

6:30pm Vegetarian potluck dinner 

7:00 pm Maariv, Dancing and Torah service with 
the Shirat HaLev Musicians 

9:30 pm- Kiddush and refreshments 

Donation:  Members of participating organizations: 
$15-10   General Public $20-15   Children: $5 

Save the Date! 

The Buddha & The Ba’al Shem Tov 
With Zoketsu Norman Fischer, Rabbi Burt Jacobson &  

Rabbi Dev Noily  
Come celebrate Rabbi Burt's 80th Birthday! 

Saturday Evening, November 19, 7:30pm 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

   Our own visionary teacher Rabbi Burt and noted poet, 
meditation teacher and Zen Buddhist priest, Norman 
Fischer will be in dialogue, moderated by Rabbi Dev. They 
will explore parallels in the teaching and lives of the 
Buddha and the Ba’al Shem Tov, two enlightened teachers 
who saw the Divine everywhere, and taught the spiritual 
values of mystery, compassion, love and joy. 

   Come and celebrate Rabbi Burt’s 80th birthday and 50th 
year in the rabbinate! The dialogue will be followed by 
delectable desserts and drinks in the Social Hall. 

   PLEASE NOTE – We will be celebrating Rabbi Burt’s 80th 
throughout Shabbat on November 18 & 19.  We will have 
Kabbalat Shabbat services and oneg on Friday night, and 
special Shabbat morning services and lunch on Saturday. 

Sanctuary 
 

 

 

 

mailto:chesed@kehillasynagogue.org.
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Book Discussion Group 
All Kehilla members are welcome to join us for our customary meetings on the second Monday of the month at 7pm in 
the Fireside Room. These books are from the San Francisco Jewiish Community Library and there might be copies to 
borrow. 

Monday, September 12, 7pm 
The Fixer by Bernard Malamud 

     The Fixer (1966) is Bernard Malamud's best-known 
and most acclaimed novel -- one that makes manifest his 
roots in Russian fiction, especially that of Isaac Babel.  
Set in Kiev in 1911 during a period of heightened anti-
Semitism, the novel tells the story of Yakov Bok, a Jewish 
handyman blamed for the brutal murder of a young 
Russian boy. Bok leaves his village to try his luck in Kiev, 
and after denying his Jewish identity, finds himself 
working for a member of the anti-Semitic Black 
Hundreds Society. When the boy is found nearly drained 
of blood in a cave, the Black Hundreds accuse the Jews of 
ritual murder. Arrested and imprisoned, Bok refuses to 
confess to a crime that he did not commit. 
 

 

Monday, October 10, 7pm 
Mystics of Mile End by Sigal Samuel 

     Sigal Samuel’s debut novel, in the vein of Nicole 
Krauss’s bestselling The History of Love, is an imaginative 
story that delves into the heart of Jewish mysticism, 
faith, and family. In the half-Hasidic, half-hipster 
Montreal neighborhood of Mile End, eleven-year-old Lev 
Meyer is discovering that there may be a place for 
Judaism in his life. As he learns about science in his day 
school, Lev begins his own extracurricular study of the 
Bible’s Tree of Knowledge with neighbor Mr. Katz, who is 
building his own Tree out of trash. Meanwhile his sister 
Samara is secretly studying for her Bat Mitzvah with 
next-door neighbor and Holocaust survivor, Mr. 
Glassman. All the while his father, David, a professor of 
Jewish mysticism, is a non-believer. 

 
Solar Lights for Gaza Fundraiser & 

 Pre-Shabbat Potluck 
Please join Kehilla’s Greening and Middle East Peace Committees for a potluck dinner on  

September 16 at 5:30pm and fundraiser to support the children of Gaza. 

         Gaza is still recovering from fifty-one days of 
bombing in 2014. Electricity, water, and sewage systems 
are all still very fragile, and more than 17,000 people are 
still in temporary housing. Families there are affected 
daily by rolling black-outs. Far too often electricity is 
only available for 4 hours per day. Children must do 
their homework by dangerous kerosene lamps or 
candlelight. For the last year, the Rebuilding Alliance, a 
local non-profit organization, has been fundraising and 
shpping solar powered lights to Non-Governmental 
Organizations in Gaza. Our goal is to help raise funds to 
help them send the next pallet of 1,920 solar-powered 
lights to Gaza's children. 
     Our speaker for the evening will be Donna Baranski-
Walker, founder and Executive Director of Rebuilding 
Alliance, who was in Gaza in April to distribute the first 
pallet of solar lights. Rebuilding Alliance is working with 
Palestinian Non-Governmental Organizations in Gaza to 
distribute the solar lights to children and families in 
need. Donna will explain how Rebuilding Alliance is able 
to send the solar-powered lights through the blockade 
following pre-clearance by both Palestinian and Israeli 
Customs. She also will tell us about their NGO partners 
and some of the families she visited in Gaza. This will be 

a rare opportunity to hear directly from someone who 
has spent time in Gaza supporting children and families.  
     Rebuilding Alliance has already delivered three pallets 
of solar lights so children in Gaza can safely study and 
spend time with their families. There are 700,000 
children in Gaza.  Please join us on Sept. 16th to help 
Rebuilding Alliance send more Luci Lights to Gaza's 
children. 
     We will have a Potluck Dinner in the Social Hall 
starting at 5:30. Please bring a vegetarian or fish dish to 
share.  
     And please join us after dinner and the presentation 
for a spirited, musical Kabbalat Shabbat service to sing, 
meditate, dance, and rest in the joy and peace of 
Shabbat. Led by Hazzan Shulamit and Julie Nesnansky. 
     We hope you can join us on September 16 to hear first 
hand from our guest about her experience personally 
delivering solar lights to Gaza. But if you can’t make it, 
please make a donation to this great project!  
     You can donate at this link: 
https://commitchange.com/ca/burlingame-
94010/rebuilding-alliance/events/kehilla-for-gazas-
children 

https://commitchange.com/ca/burlingame-
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You’re Invited: 
A Community Forum on the Movement for Black Lives Platform: 

Study & Conversation 

Sunday September 18, 3:30 – 7:00pm 
by Rabbi Dev Noily 

     In early August the Movement for Black Lives 
Platform was published.  Organizers described their 
project this way: 

In response to the sustained and increasingly visible 
violence against Black communities in the U.S. and 
globally, a collective of more than 50 organizations 
representing thousands of Black people from across 
the country have come together with renewed 
energy and purpose to articulate a common vision 
and agenda. 
Our resistance and rebellion are not new, but like 
other times in history have come to a critical mass, 
and the bravery of those in Ferguson and across 
the country captured the attention of the world. A 
year ago, over 2,000 of us gathered in Cleveland to 
reflect on the state of our movement for liberation 
and celebrate our people, both those who have 
fallen and those who have survived. It was there 
that we began the process of uniting to articulate a 
shared vision of the world we want to live in. 

     The Platform articulates that sweeping and radical 
vision for racial and economic justice. It addresses 
reparations, education, healthcare, housing, policing, 
militarization (domestic and foreign), incarceration, 
criminalization, community control, and other aspects 
of U.S. society and policy that impact Black lives. 
     We’re excited to come together to study the 
platform as a community and to listen deeply to what 
the Movement’s leaders are saying. Rabbi David, 
Hazzan Shulamit, Rabbi Burt and I have endorsed the 
Movement for Black Lives Platform as individuals.  As I 
read the Platform I felt the tectonic plates of racial 
injustice in our country begin to shift.  In the profound 
language of the background pieces I could hear more 
of the stories of Black lives, deepening my awareness 
of the differences between my experience as White 
person and the experiences of so many Black people I 

live alongside.   I heard the Platform as a call to listen 
to Black voices, as a call to compassion, and as a call to 
join more fully in the M4BL struggle to root out the 
injustice that continues to rot the core of our country.  
This feels like an extraordinary historic moment to me, 
and I feel humbled and grateful for the Movement for 
Black Lives as path to justice for all of us. 
     We’d like Kehilla to consider endorsing the Platform 
as an organization as well. This Forum will be our first 
communal conversation about the Platform, and will 
help us to discern the next steps in this process.   
     The primary focus of our learning and 
conversations will be the current and historic 
experiences of Black people in the U.S., and the ways 
that White supremacy has operated, and continues to 
operate in our society and in our souls. 
     We invite you to read the entire platform, either 
ahead of time or at the September 18 Community 
Forum.  The first part of the afternoon will be devoted 
to studying the Platform.  You will find links to a 
summary of the Platform, and to the deeper analysis 
of each of its six parts on our website at this link: 
http://kehillasynagogue.org/event/a-community-
forum-on-the-movement-for-black-lives-platform-
study-conversation/  
     After doing text study with the Platform we’ll have 
a break and a nosh/snack.  The second half of the 
afternoon will be a compassionate listening-style 
session, where people gather in facilitated small 
groups to share their responses, reactions to and 
questions about the platform.  We will have at least 
one small group for People of Color.  We’ll end with 
everyone coming together to share highlights from the 
small group conversations.  You may come for the 
whole time, or just the first half, or just the second 
half.   [continued on p. 13.]

 

http://kehillasynagogue.org/event/a-community-


 10 

New Adult Education Classes Fall 2016 

To Register for Classes: You can register and pay online at www.KehillaSynagogue.org (click on the 
"LEARN" link and then click on Adult Education), or send check payable to Kehilla to Kehilla, 

 1300 Grand Ave., Piedmont, CA 94610.  

 
 
“700 Benches: Experiencing Biblical Hebrew” 
Class 
Begins September 8, 6:30pm 
Taught by Jenna Kemp 
Have you ever wanted to read and understand Torah 
Hebrew? As a first phase in the launch of Kehilla’s new 
“700 Benches” beit-midrash program,  Kehilla is 
offering  a class designed to be an immersive 
experience in the language and structure of biblical 
Hebrew. What do we mean by “immersive?" Think of 
once a week jumping into the deep end of the pool—
with water wings as needed, swim buddies, and a 
lifeguard. 
This class is a multi-level beit-midrash in which 
students will learn the grammar that will allow them 
to begin reading biblical Hebrew without an English 
translation. Working primarily in chevrutah (pairs, 
small groups), we will learn grammar together, while 
simultaneously reading biblical narrative in Hebrew. 
People at all levels of Hebrew abilities are encouraged 
to join. Students will be expected to do some 
homework and memorization, but the emphasis is on 
concepts and resources that will allow you to begin to 
“swim” on your own! 
If you are interested in the class, but need some work 
on your aleph-bet, you will find resources to help get 
you up to speed on our website at this link: 
http://kehillasynagogue.org/online-hebrewbiblical-
text-resources/ 
Prerequisite: Aleph-bet and Vowels 
Dates:  Thursdays, Sept. 8- Sept. 29, Oct. 27, Nov. 3 (A 
six-session series) 
Time: 6:30-8:30pm 
Cost: $150 Kehilla members, $180 General Public.  No 
one turned away for lack of ability to pay the full 
amount. If you are unable to pay the full amount, 
please contact sjgrodin@comcast.net. 
Questions? Contact Jenna Stover-Kemp at 
jennakemp25@gmail.com or Sharon Grodin at 
sjgrodin@comcast.net. No one is turned away for lack 
of funds; please discuss this with us. 

 
 

 
 
Conversion Group  
Begins September 12, 7:30pm 
Led by Rabbi Dev Noily and Sharon Grodin 

 Kehilla’s conversion group is the communal portion of 
a process of individual inquiry that each participant 
anticipates will lead to adopting Judaism.  Kehilla’s 
spiritual leaders Rabbi Dev and Sharon Grodin are 
available to guide participants in their reading, 
selection of classes, and experiences that inform their 
education toward discernment about this decision. 
 The group is not an “introduction to Judaism” class, 
but rather a forum where participants reflect on and 
share insights about the studies and experiences each 
is undertaking within Kehilla and elsewhere.  The 
group meets once a month for 1-1/2 hours, which 
typically includes some learning together and 
responding to each others’ questions. Because this 
group is intended to support conversion in the 
context of Kehilla community, after the first two 
sessions, participants are expected to decide whether 
Kehilla is a good fit for them; if so, participants will be 
come members, and if not, participants will be 
supported in finding an alternative for their 
conversion studies. 
If you are interested in this group, please contact 
Sharon Grodin at sjgrodin@comcast.net.  
Dates:  Mondays, Sept. 12, Nov. 14, Dec. 12  
Cost: No charge (but see above about membership).  
Led by Rabbi Dev and Sharon Grodin. 
Location: Sanctuary/Buber Room 

 

http://www.KehillaSynagogue.org
http://kehillasynagogue.org/online-hebrewbiblical-
mailto:sjgrodin@comcast.net.
mailto:jennakemp25@gmail.com
mailto:sjgrodin@comcast.net.
mailto:sjgrodin@comcast.net.
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Adult Education (continued) 
 
"Drumming As Prayer" Class 
A Two-Class Series: September 18 & September 21 
Taught by Debbie Fier, Kehilla Musical Prayer Leader & 
“Heartbeat of the Service"  
     Drumming is an active form of meditation. It 
provides a wonderful way to be present, express 
yourself and learn how to drum with a group in sacred 
community space. At Kehilla, we are creating an 
intergenerational drum group, called Ketzev Kehilla, 
(the Beats of Kehilla), and we have been learning 
some of the rhythms for the Kehilla melodies and also 
drumming at our Chai Shabbat services. 
     This is a two-class series. It can be taken as a series 
or as individual classes. (However, if you want to 
drum at High Holy Days services, you must come to 
both classes.) 
       Those who wish to will have the opportunity to 
drum for our High Holy Days services at the Scottish 
Rite Center in Oakland. Participants who want to join 
us in drumming need to commit to coming to both 
classes of the series (exceptions may be made IF you 
have taken previous ‘Drumming as Prayer’ classes with 
Debbie. In those cases you must come to at least 1 
class). If you have taken this class before, and enjoy 
drumming in our Kehilla circle, please come to the 
class!  We will always learn new rhythms, practice new 
exercises and continue building on what we have 
previously done. 
     All ages and all levels welcome!  Please bring a 
drum if you have one.  If you need a drum for the 
class, please email Sasha@kehillasynagogue.org and 
we will do our best to provide one. Hand percussion 
(shakers, claves, etc.) will be provided. 
     Dates: Sunday, Sept 18 - 4-5:30 and Wednesday,  
Sept 21, 7-8:30 in the Fireside Room.  
    Cost:  2-class series: $36 members/ $46 non-
members; Individual class: $20 members/ $25 non-
members 
    Location: Fireside Room 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Chai Mitzvah Group Forming: “A Jewish Year” 
Begins Sunday, October 16, 5:30pm 

In response to many requests for a more structured, 
group-based program for exploring Judaism, Kehilla is 
offering a Chai Mitzvah group beginning in October.  
What is “Chai Mitzvah,” you ask?  It’s a curriculum and 
structure created by a Jewish-multidenominational 
(including Renewal) group of rabbis and educators, 
designed to support group study and a period of 
committed personal exploration.  No prior experience 
with Judaism or Hebrew is required.  Here’s what the 
creators have to say about it: 

“Chai Mitzvah is a unique adult engagement program 
that encourages an integrated, experiential approach 
to Jewish life through five simple components. Each 
participant:  

1. Attends monthly group learning with a set 
curriculum provided by Chai Mitzvah.  

2. Chooses an independent study topic for the year.  

3. Chooses a ritual/spiritual practice to take on for the 
year.  

4. Chooses a social action activity to commit to for the 
year.  

5. Celebrates the journey!”  

In our case, we’ve chosen “A Jewish Year” as an 
overarching theme. Participants will investigate and 
experience the Jewish calendar as it occurs, separately 
or together, as interests dictate.  Our mitzvah group 
will meet on third Sundays starting in October, with 
minimal costs set to cover our fee from Chai Mitzvah 
for the materials (the more participants, the lower the 
cost, but we are setting the initial registration fee 
$18/person for the 9-month period).  The group may 
decide to engage speakers or project leaders on 
particular topics and share the cost of that additional 
enrichment.  For more information about the 
program, see www.chaimitzvah.org.  For questions 
about our group, contact sjgrodin@comcastnet. 

Dates: Monthly for 9 months, beginning Sunday,  
Oct. 16, 5:30-7pm 

Cost: $18/person 

Location: Back classsroom, main floor 

mailto:Sasha@kehillasynagogue.org
http://www.chaimitzvah.org.
mailto:sjgrodin@comcastnet.
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Adult Education (continued) 
 

Elements of Magical Judaism 
Begins Monday, October 16, 6:00pm 
with Reclaiming* Teachers  
Jude Elf & Maggid Jonathan Furst 
Join us for a six-week exploration of Earth-based 
Judaism through the elements of Earth, Air, Fire, 
Water and Spirit. Develop personal practices and 
improvisational ritual co-creation skills, blending 
modern G!ddess-oriented magic with traditional 
Jewish and ancient Hebraic spirituality.  
Dates: Mondays, October 17 - November 21, 6pm  
Cost: $240-$90 sliding scale 
Location: Sanctuary 
For More Info: contact jfurst@pobox.com or  
415-516-4904 
*Learn more about Reclaiming here: 
http://www.reclaiming.org/  
Co-sponsored by the Jewitch Collective and Derech 
Ha'Aretz Outdoor Yeshiva 
 
I Never Knew Hebrew Could Be So Much Fun 
Class 
Begins Sunday, October 23, 10:30am 
Taught by Bracha Stone 
Once again Bracha is offering her fabulous course in 
beginning Hebrew. Absolutely no previous Hebrew 
experience is required or expected. Come and find out 
why you don’t have to know very much at all in order 
to have Hebrew take on a very special place in your 
life. Bracha loves to teach this class since adults tend 
to be very compliant students and they ask such 
serious questions. Form a community of like-minded 
adults, play games, sing songs and learn, learn, learn.  
Repeaters welcomed!! 

Dates:  Sunday, Oct. 23, 30, Nov. 6, 10:30am-11:45am 
Cost:  $54 members, $66 nonmembers 
Location: Given at the time of registration. 
Call Bracha for questions or concerns. 510-703-2220. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Personalizing Our Experience With Jewish 
Liturgy 
First meeting: Sunday, October 23, 6:30pm 
A new group convened by Bracha Stone 
Designed for those who want to explore an expanded 
and creative relationship to Jewish liturgy. While there 
is no expectation of a belief in "God," this group is 
designed for those who desire to personally connect 
to "something-bigger-than-us" and/or "the-wisdom-
deep-within-us." We will witness and be witnessed as 
we explore our attraction and creative responses to 
traditional Jewish prayer practice. We will meet 
together once a month for 5 months. We will also 
participate in a weekly email conversation concerning 
our intentions, and the challenges and blessings we 
experience as we enact our them. 
Dates:  First meeting is Sunday, Oct. 23, 6:30-8:30. 
There will be a meeting at the same time in the 
evening in November, December, January and 
February. Specific dates for each month will be 
determined by October 1st.  
Cost:  $120 members, $150 nonmembers 
Location: Given at the time of registration.  
Call Bracha for questions or concerns. 510-703-2220.  

A Class in the Poetic Word 
Begins Wednesday, October 26, 7pm 
Taught by Lenore Weiss 
Come learn about several outstanding twentieth-
century American Jewish poets, including a number of 
contemporary writers. The four-session class will 
examine work by poets who express diverse 
connections to the Jewish experience.  For the first 
hour of each session, we will examine and discuss the 
poet’s work. Using writing prompts from the readings, 
during the second hour we will respond to the poetry 
in whatever written form we choose. Open to all. No 
writing experience is required. Special guest visits by 
local poets. All lovers of the word are encouraged to 
participate. Bring a notebook and pen. 
Dates: Wednesday, Oct. 26, Nov.  9,  Nov. 23, Nov. 30, 
7-9pm 
Cost: $88 members, $112 nonmembers 
Location: Fireside Room 
 

mailto:jfurst@pobox.com
http://www.reclaiming.org/
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A Community Forum on the Movement for Black Lives Platform 
[continued] 
     Part of the platform, called Invest/Divest, deals 
with connections between U.S. military spending and 
interventions abroad on the one hand, and the lack of 
funding for domestic social needs and militarization of 
U.S. police on the other hand. This part of the 
platform also addresses U.S. military support for Israel 
and the unjust treatment of Palestinians under 
Occupation, using language that some Jewish people 
and organizations have objected to strongly.   
     Our intention is to create a community forum that 
centers the Platform’s demands for racial and 

economic justice, while making space for the complex 
emotional responses that may arise for us in 
relationship to Jewish identity, racial identity and all 
the aspects of ourselves that make each of us who we 
are.  
     Please be in touch with us if you have questions or 
feedback.  
     RSVP if you can  to Sasha@kehillasynagogue.org.  
 – it will help us a lot as we plan the afternoon. 

 
 

Join the 30th Annual G.R.I.P. Harmony Walk in Richmond 
To End Hunger & Homelessness-to Benefit the Greater Richmond Interfaith Program 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     On October 29, Greater Richmond Interfaith 
Program is hosting its 30th annual Harmony Walk/Run 
to End Homelessness in Richmond. Several Kehilla 
members and members of St. John’s Church joined a 
team last year in memory of David McPhail and Judy 
Abel, GRIP activists who both died in September, 
2015.  
     That team raised over $1,000 in support of the 
Souper Center, a program operated by GRIP, which 
serves meals to homeless and needy residents and 
also runs a family shelter. David and Irene, his wife, 
both Kehilla members, and Betty Young, started a 
group now called David’s Dinner Group which 
prepares a monthly meal for families staying at the 
GRIP shelter. Several Kehilla members, people who 
had been members of an El Cerrito church where 
David had ministered, and members of St John’s 
Presbyterian Church in Berkeley, are in the dinner 
group as well. 
     David did this Walk every year through 2014. 

Kehilla members have another opportunity this year 
to remember and honor David while helping to ease 
homelessness. 
     We encourage everyone’s participation in or pledge 
of money to the team. We will have a team name and 
a team page set-up with the Harmony Walk website 
by mid-September. 
     The web address with a link to our team page & 
further details will be provided in the Kehilla weekly 
e-mails.    
     Check-in on October 29 begins at 9:00 a.m. The Run 
starts at 10:30 a.m. The Walk starts at 10:45 a.m. You 
can walk or run for as much, or as little, a distance as 
you want.  And, there will be a festival in the park 
after the walk.  
     Please consider sending a donation or joining the 
team after the team page is setup. If you have 
questions about the team, feel free to contact Sue 
Goldberg directly at suegoldberg@sbcglobal.net 

 
Pictured: Alex Madonik, Ruthie Levin, Richard Speiglman, Sue Goldberg 

 

mailto:Sasha@kehillasynagogue.org.
mailto:suegoldberg@sbcglobal.net
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An Interview with Spiritual Leader Avi Rose 
by Bill Lazarus

     More refugees are 
fleeing persecution now 
than at any time since the 
end of World War II, says 
Avi Rose, who has spent 
most of his life as a political 
and social activist, and who 
now finds himself turning 
more and more to issues of 
immigration and the flood 
of people seeking safe 
haven. With millions of 
refugees left homeless and 
nationless as the result of 
warfare in Syria and 
elsewhere, Avi sees the 

Jewish response as extending “beyond empathizing. 
“It’s identifying,” he says. “We need to see ourselves 
as coming out of Egypt.” 

     “We were strangers. We know the heart of the 
stranger,” adds Avi, who is executive director of 
Jewish Family and Community Services East Bay . That 
“central narrative” of the Jewish people is a key these 
days to the work of JFCS. About 2,000 of the 8,000 
people it annually serves are refugees and other 
immigrants. While the work of JFCS has historically 
been geared toward helping the Jewish community, it 
is not exclusively so. Avi says, “Tikkun Olam is not 
about bringing healing only to the Jewish people. It’s 
about “olam.” It’s about the world as a whole.” 

     When Avi started work at JFCS in 2005, the agency 
was already involved with helping immigrants from all 
over the world. When the surge of Jewish immigration 
from the Former Soviet Union subsided in the 1990’s, 
JFCS began to serve people from other countries, 
including Afghanistan, Bosnia, Cambodia, Iran, Iraq 
and Syria. Many of these refugees are Muslims. JFCS 
currently helps numerous families from Afghanistan, 
many of whom were subject to persecution after 
assisting Americans in the war against the Taliban. 
JFCS also has devoted itself to helping LGBT refugees 
fleeing particularly harsh oppression because of their 
sexual orientation or gender identities. 

     As a youth, Avi grew up mostly in Phoenix in a 
liberal Jewish family, largely out-of-kilter with the 

mostly right-wing community. His dad hailed from the 
Bronx, and was himself the son of immigrant parents 
who made their way to the United States from 
Lithuania. When Avi was 13, he moved with his family 
to Sacramento, and soon started spending time in the 
Bay Area. It was the late 1960s and “politics, drugs and 
rock and roll — it was all here.” 

     Avi became a political activist in high school, and 
chose to go to college at Brandeis, which was a hotbed 
of leftist politics. While he came out as a gay man in 
college, his activism was focused more on anti-war 
work and economic issues. After college, he worked 
for a period as a union steward. Avi joined other 
progressive Jews in the Boston Committee to 
Challenge Antisemitism and became, in the 1980s, 
involved in New Jewish Agenda, a national 
organization that he co-chaired, and that focused on a 
wide variety of issues, including Mid-East peace, 
feminism, disarmament, LGBT rights, oppression in 
Central America and the sanctuary movement. Avi 
also took up work battling AIDS, and co-edited Twice 
Blessed, a book about gay and lesbian Jews. 

     While Avi was aware of immigration issues, it 
wasn’t then a focus of his work and activism. That 
changed in 2005 when he started at JCFS and found it 
“powerful” to be working to help both Russian Jews 
and Afghan Muslims. “I’m really impressed by the 
resilience of most of the refugees whom we are 
helping.  They are individuals with their own quirks, 
strengths and shortcomings, and most have 
experienced significant trauma. It is a huge 
undertaking to leave your home – everyone and 
everything you know – and start your life over again in 
a new country..” 

     While, culturally, the Bay Area is “really welcoming, 
economically, this is a really hard area to come to,” Avi 
says. As a result, families crowd into small living 
quarters together, and people work two or three jobs 
to get by. 

     At seders, Avi has hosted refugees. “It’s powerful to 
be at a seder with somebody who has recently had to 
‘leave Egypt,’” he says. Avi also asks, “What is more 
Jewish than resettling refugees?” He answers himself 
in a word. “Nothing.”
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A Note on the Israel/Palestine Values Survey 
by Rabbi David J. Cooper 

 
     Last month we send out to every member 
household a survey to determine support for a 
statement of values on Israel/Palestine. One could 
indicate where one stood on a spectrum from very 
much disagreeing to strong agreement (scale of 1 to 
5). 
     As of this writing, 141 responses have been 
received. 
     99 responses are 5’s – strongly agree. (71.7%) 
     26 are 4’s – generally agree (18.8%) 
     7 are 3’s – more or less neutral (5.1%) 
     3 are 2’s – generally disagree (2.2%) 

     3 are 1’s – very much disagree (2.2%) 
     In a few days, I will be reading the many written 
comments on the proposed wording and I plan to 
print some of them in the November Kol Kehilla, with 
the permission of their authors to print with ascription 
or anonymously. 
     The decision to adopt the statement as is (or with 
grammatical changes) will be in the hands of the 
Kehilla Board. Currently the plan is that in October the 
results of the survey and representative comments 
and suggestions will be forwarded to the Board for 
their consideration and action. 

 
Chevra Kadisha Sh'mira Readings Project 

 
    Kehilla’s Chevra Kadisha is pleased to announce the 
completion of our “Sh’mira Readings Project.”  We 
now have two beautiful volumes that can be used by 
the shomrim (“watchers”) –those who sit with the 
body of a community member who has died until the 
time of burial. 
    Traditionally, shomrim read Psalms during the 
sh’mira  (“watching”).  In Kehilla we have provided 
other readings—poetry and prose from Jewish and 
non-Jewish sources as well as portions of our liturgy—
so that each shomer might deepen his or her own 
reflections on the meaning of life and death.   
     As we embarked on revising and expanding these 
additional readings, our discussions and study led us 
to taking a closer look at The Book of Psalms as well.  
We looked at many different translations and 

interpretations and selected the one for each Psalm 
that we thought invoked the values of Jewish Renewal 
movement.  
     A small group from Kehilla’s Chevra Kadisha 
traveled to Boston in June to present a workshop on 
these readings and to discuss Kehilla’s approach to 
sh’mira at the annual K’vod v Nichum (“honor and 
comfort”) conference.  More than thirty people 
attended our workshop and received our presentation 
with great enthusiasm.   
     We will formally present Kehilla’s Readings for 
Shmira and Psalms for Shmira at the Morning Service, 
Sept 17.  We invite the entire community to join in 
our simcha and to learn more about the practice of 
sh’mira.   

 

Finding Your Spiritual Direction 
 
     Spiritual direction is a process of inner listening that 
enables individuals to discern the movement of the 
Spirit in their lives, so they can come to understand 
both the spiritual dimension and the spiritual direction 
of their experience. In this sense, spiritual direction is 
a pathway to teshuvah, toward finding one’s way back 
to the Source that birthed and sustains each of us.  

     Spiritual directors have been trained to help those 
seeking the Spirit to find direction. They also help 
seekers find appropriate spiritual practices. 

     Rabbi Burt offers individual Kehilla congregants 
hour-long meetings in spiritual direction. Any Kehilla 
member is entitled to such a session once a year 
without cost. Burt usually meets with congregants at 
Kehilla on Tuesday afternoons and evenings, several 
times a month. He also sees people at his home in El 
Sobrante at other times during the week. If you are 
interested in meeting with Rabbi Burt, please contact 
him at Rabburt@earthlink.net, or by calling 
510.283.5704. 

 
 

mailto:Rabburt@earthlink.net,
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Competing Death Penalty Initiatives on November Ballot 

by Beth Weinberger 
 

     This November we'll have a chance to vote again to 
repeal California's death penalty, replacing it with Life 
Without Possibility of Parole.  Unfortunately, a 
competing measure that would attempt to change the 
appeals process to expedite executions has caused 
confusion, especially as the latter measure's title is 
misleading.  So here's an explanation of each of the 
initiatives with recommendations in keeping with 
Kehilla policy. 

 
The Justice that Works Act of 2016—Proposition #62  

 This is essentially the same as Prop. 34 on the 
2012 ballot, which Kehilla supported.  It would replace 
the death penalty with life without the possibility of 
parole.  It would: 

 End state killing and eliminate the possibility 
of executing innocent people.  Since 1973, 
156 people, convicted of murder, have been 
exonerated, 3 of them in California. 

 Keep dangerous criminals from ever being 
released. 

 Save approximately $150 million a year that 
could be put to more productive use. 

 Increase to 60% the portion of wages earned 
by persons sentenced to life without parole 
that may go to victim restitution funds. 

Recommendation:  Support Prop. 62 
 
Death Penalty Reform & Savings Act of 2016—
Proposition #66 

  Prop. 66 attempts to “reform” a  failed death 
penalty system by changing the appeals process.  It 
would remove current safeguards, limit the ability to 
present new evidence of innocence and set unrealistic 
deadlines for trials and appeals.  The changed 

procedures and new deadlines would force hiring of 
hundreds of new, inexperienced attorneys at taxpayer 
expense. If it succeeded, it would: 

 Increase the chances of wrongful convictions 
and execution of innocent people 

 Interfere with our due process and appeals 
processes, which might be found 
unconstitutional after costly and lengthy 
lawsuits. 

 Authorize the state to house death row 
inmates in new prisons. 

 Model California's system after Texas' rapid 
execution mill. 

 Move appeals from the state Supreme Court 
to local county courts, prioritizing these cases 
and the shortened timelines.  It would 
overwhelm lower courts and severely limit 
their ability to hear other types of cases or 
conduct any other court business. 

Recommendation: Oppose Prop. 66 
 
        This fall you'll have a chance to hear more about, 
question and discuss these initiatives, as well 
as a number of others at a Kehilla Ballot Initiatives 
evening, October 17.  Mark your calendars and see 
Richard Speiglman's article, also in this issue, on some 
of the other initiatives, researched and recommended 
by Oakland Community Organizations (OCO.) 
     If you want more information now about the death 
penalty initiatives; if you want to help with the 
campaigns or donate to them, go to 
www.yeson62.com or contact me at 
bethw0104@mindspring.com.  

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Not Registered to Vote?  
 

Please contact karenrachels@gmail.com 
of Kehilla’s Economic Justice Committee 
She will help you get registered before 

the November election 

http://www.yeson62.com
mailto:bethw0104@mindspring.com.
mailto:karenrachels@gmail.com
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Community Discussion of Ballot Propositions and Local Measures 
by Richard Speiglman 

 
Monday, October 17, 7-9pm 

Kehilla Social Hall 
Sponsored by  

Kehilla Economic Justice Committee, Greening Committee and Anti-Death Penalty Action Group 

Bring yourself, your friends and your family, your questions and your answers 

     When I was a kid in Des Moines, reform Rabbi 
Edward Zerin (Temple B’nai Jeshurun) used to implore 
youth – perhaps it was at our B’nai Mitzvot – to be 
“informed, participating Jews.”  I may have taken this 
to be the 11th Commandment, and I think the 
instruction was responsible for my 50-something years 
of reading at least the local, state, and national news 
sections of the daily newspaper.  Sometime later, a 
sociology professor suggested that the important 
news appears in the business section.  We won’t get 
into the question of sports news. 

     I never fully understood the Jews part of the 
obligation.  But nevertheless I’m pretty sure the 
informed/participating charge includes voting and, to 
the extent possible, understanding the implications of 
your vote prior to casting it. 

     In their length, California ballots present a serious 
challenge.  We need each other’s help to become well-
informed prior to voting.  Instead of sitting home 
alone the night before the election frantically trying to 
decide how to vote on propositions and local 
measures, on the evening of October 17th please join 
other community members to discuss ballot 
measures. 

 Bring your sample ballot (and your mail-in or 
absentee ballot if you have one) 

 Join discussion of some of the most important 
state and local ballot measures (if only we had 
time to tend to all of them!) 

 Written materials on all the state propositions 
and some local measures will be available, 
including recommendations from Kehilla, 
Oakland Community Organizations (OCO), and 
other organizations 

 Kehilla members and others actively engaged 
in working on some of the measures will offer 
brief presentations 

 
See the next page for OCO's recommendations on 

several state, county, and City of Oakland issues.  
We’ll have expanded endorsement information by 
October 17th.   

 
Please forward information on other measures, or 

for other localities, to Richard or Beth: 

rspeiglman@sbcglobal.net  

bethw0104@mindspring.com   

Or bring the information with you on October 17th.   

If possible, RSVP to Beth or Richard (see their 
contact information above.) 

mailto:rspeiglman@sbcglobal.net
mailto:bethw0104@mindspring.com
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Oakland Community Organizations 

Recommendations on CA, Alameda County, and City of Oakland issues 

Number Title or focus Content OCO 
endorsement 

State Propositions 

55 Tax extension 
Extends the temporary personal income tax on 
incomes over $250,000 to fund education and 

health care (Prop 30 extension) 
Support 

56 Tobacco tax Increases the cigarette tax to $2 / pack Support 

 57 Public Safety & 
Rehabilitation Act 

Increases parole chances for felons convicted of 
non-violent crimes and provides more 

opportunities to earn credits for good behavior 
Support 

 62 Death penalty Repeals the death penalty in CA Support* 

64 Adult Use of Marijuana Act 
Legalizes adults’ growing, possessing, and using 

marijuana for nonmedical purposes, with certain 
restrictions; establishes regulatory system for 

legal market.  

Neutral 

Alameda County Measures 

A Affordable Housing bond 
(property tax) 

Funding for a variety of approaches to promote 
affordable housing  Support 

Oakland City and School District Measures  

JJ Protect Oakland Renters 
Act  

Strengthen tenants’ rights by requiring owners to 
petition through the Rent Board for rent increases 

above annual CPI, extending just cause eviction 
protections to buildings built through 1995, and 

increasing Rent Board transparency and 
accountability 

Support 

LL 
Form civilian oversight 
commission of police 

department 
Promotes civilian oversight of police department Support 

KK 
Infrastructure 

improvements bond 
(property tax) 

Funding for a variety of improvements to streets, 
sidewalks, public buildings, and some funds for 

affordable housing 
Neutral  

HH Tax distributors of sugar-
sweetened beverages 

Promotes public health by raising price of sugar-
sweetened beverages Support 

G1 Oakland Unified School 
District  bond (parcel tax) 

Funds educator salary increases and middle 
school improvements (as of last draft seen) No vote (yet) 

* Kehilla recommends a yes vote on Prop. 62 and a no vote on Prop 66 (which would speed-up 
executions).  See accompanying article, “Competing Death Penalty Initiatives on November Ballot" on 
p. 17. 
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Seeking Shelter in the Days of Awe:  
 Immigrants and Refugees, Longing and Home 
[continued from p. 1] 
 
You can read a more complete description of our 
theme below.  Throughout the High Holy Days season 
and beyond, we’ll be integrating the spiritual practices 
of this time with ways to learn about and respond to 
the crises of migration that are shaking our world.  
During High Holy Days services we’ll hear from some 
of the folks in our community about their experiences 
with immigrants and refugees.  We’ll also have 
resources available during services about how to 
connect with local groups and join in efforts to 
respond.   
    And in the months following the High Holy Days, 
we’ll host a series of four community workshops, 
featuring congregants working to support immigrants 
and refugees.  The workshop topics are: Considering 
Offering Housing to a Refugee; Being Part of an 
Accompaniment Team for an Immigrant Family or 
Unaccompanied Minor; Immigration Policy, Advocacy 
and Intersectionality with Economic and Racial Justice 
Issues; and Kehilla as Sanctuary/Refuge for 
Immigrants.  
    May our practice during this season help each of us 
grow toward greater wholeness, joy, compassion and 
justice. 
    Our Theme for 5777:  Immigrants and Refugees, 
Longing and Home  
    A river goes out from the first place that was home, 
to water the garden, and from there it divides and 
becomes four headwaters. (Bereshit 2:10) 
    In the beginning all was one, undifferentiated and 
whole.  To come into the joy of embodied life is also to 
come into separateness.  And to be separate is to long 
for reconnection, to yearn for wholeness and for 
home.  The Yamim Nora’im (High Holy Days) point us 

in the direction of home, and outfit us for the promise 
and uncertainty of the journey.  We soften our hearts 
and open lines of communication with people we’ve 
hurt and who have hurt us.  We practice 
accountability, forgiveness, compassion and 
generosity.  We touch those who are dear to us with 
an extra measure of tenderness and gratitude. 
    This year we set out on this path in a world of 
growing displacement and migration. People forced 
from their homes by war, violence, poverty, drought, 
gentrification, and a swiftly changing climate are 
fighting for survival and searching for a refuge where 
they and their families can be safe.  Some in Kehilla 
are personally impacted, and many in our community 
are stepping up to help--by working to end structural 
violence, by challenging the economics underlying 
displacement, by offering loving personal support to 
immigrants and refugees, by fighting for policies that 
welcome immigrants and refugees, and by joining the 
struggle against deportation, targeting and 
discrimination against people who are undocumented.  
    As a community this year we will enter the inner 
landscape of exile and return.  We’ll encounter the 
stranger who dwells within us, and the stranger who 
dwells among us.  Together we will turn toward this 
tidal wave of displacement, expanding our capacity to 
welcome and support the growing number of 
immigrants and refugees in our midst.  As Torah 
teaches (Lev. 19:33-34), When a stranger resides with 
you in your land, you shall not wrong them.  The 
stranger who resides with you shall be to you as one of 
your citizens; you shall love them as yourself, for you 
were strangers in the land of Mitzrayim. 
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Coming Soon: Pronoun Stickers for Your Nametag 
by Hazzan Shulamit Wise Fairman, Lynn Bravewomon and Rabbi Dev Noily 

  
   As Davey Shlasko writes in the 
Trans*Ally Workbook, 
    “Most of the time, most people 
are on autopilot about pronouns. 
They call all women she, her and 
hers, and all men he, him and his. 
But being on autopilot doesn’t 
always work. Sometimes—
especially, but not only, when 
talking about trans* people—it can 
lead you to call someone a pronoun 
that isn’t what they’re usually 
called or what they want to be 
called.”  
     We are continuing to make 
Kehilla a more welcoming and 
inclusive space for all of our 
members.  All of us appreciate it 
when other people see us as who 
we are.  For  trans* people 
pronouns can be a constant source 
of being seen and affirmed when preferred pronouns 
are used by others; conversely the absence of 
accurate pronouns denies a critical piece of 
recognition and affirmation of identity. 
     Kehilla’s intention to build gender pronoun 
language in our community culture is part of gender-

inclusion efforts that reverse the 
invisibility caused when the wrong 
pronouns are used. 
     As a community of spiritual practice, 
it feels especially important that Kehilla 
be a place where everyone can be seen 
and affirmed in all of who we are.  So 
soon you’ll see a set of pronoun 
stickers next to our nametags. 
 Everyone has the option to add a 
pronoun sticker to your nametag, to let 
others know which pronouns you use.  
By using a sticker, cisgender people can 
support others in our community for 
whom “pronoun autopilot” doesn’t 
work well. 
     Whatever our gender identity, all of 
us have some experiences of resonance 
with the gender we were raised in, and 
some experiences of dissonance with 
the gender we were raised in.  We can 

all lean into those experiences to cultivate our 
compassion for ourselves and each other as we 
navigate this complex and shifting terrain of gender 
identity. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
    

    

A vocabulary moment: 

trans* refers to people whose 
gender identity is different from 

the gender identity they were 
assigned at birth, including 

people who are transgender, 
genderqueer, gender-

nonconforming, gender non-
binary, gender fluid, gender 

fabulous people. 

Cisgender refers to people 
whose gender identity is, for the 

most part, aligned with the 
gender they were assigned at 
birth and in which they were 

socialized. 

Kehilla Sings! 

 
         Interested in being part of a Kehilla Choir this Fall 
and Winter? We may offer this opportunity through 
our Adult Ed program with Bon Singer, a veteran 
cantor and synagogue choir director who has also 
directed Ya'Elah and Kitka.  
     PLEASE click on the following link and fill out a short 
questionnaire by Aug 28 to help us discern whether 
and how to move forward, and pass it on to your 
friends! 

 https://goo.gl/forms/Vd6jFONpn4IphBrK2 

https://goo.gl/forms/Vd6jFONpn4IphBrK2
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The Annual Kehilla Membership Retreat:  
Toward Further Improvements in Accessibility  

by Marilyn Golden & Don Stone 

In our debrief after another successful annual retreat, Kehilla’s Retreat Committee discussed how to achieve further 
improvements in the accessibility of the retreat to all members. Below is a report.  It addresses all dimensions of 
accessibility including affordability, access to the location, planning issues, and mobility access.  
 

Addressing Accessibility  at the Annual Kehilla Summer Retreat

     In the Retreat Committee’s debriefing of this year’s 
retreat, one focus of discussion has been about the 
accessibility challenges of Bort Meadow. There are 
various kinds of accessibility needs, including   
affordability, location, registration constraints, and 
physical mobility, all which contribute to the retreat 
location and experience being attractive and 
welcoming. 
     Affordability. We’ve had many comments that our 
past weekend retreats at retreat centers were out of 
the price range of many individuals and especially 
families—even with elective camping such as at Walker 
Creek Ranch.  
    Location issues: We have had requests for a location 
that is easy to get to on a Friday afternoon for people 
who want to camp the first night—and also for people 
who want make a round trip on Saturday. At Bort 
Meadow and at Walker Ranch, there is lack of cell 
phone reception. This can limit some members’ 
capacity to take part. Sometimes at Bort, there have 
been difficulties getting in and out of the locked gate 
when no one was on duty Friday.  
     Planning flexibility.  We need a site that is big 
enough that it does not require us to commit to a 
certain attendance well in advance. It helps to have 
flexibility that allows for final week commitment to 
attending, or even the day-of. Camping or easy 
commuting helps last minute planning and increases 
the numbers attending—about 25-30% of participants 
sign up or show up the last week. 
     Physical mobility. Challenges come with bumpiness 
or steepness of the terrain, any steps (none at Bort 
Meadow), accessibility to bathrooms (new Bort 
Meadow bathrooms are wheelchair accessible, though 
far from activities), parking availability, drop-off option 
for those needing it, and distance between the 
different stations—food, service, bathrooms, drop-off 
spot. We have had requests from people with mobility 
needs to have more accommodations so that they can 
attend either Bort Meadow, or another site.  
     Given these parameters, we are proceeding in the 
following manner: 

      *Reserve Bort Meadow for a weekend in July 2017 
(already have requested 7/14-16/2017, will hear back 
in late October if we got it). 
     *Tell anyone interested that we welcome their 
research on an alternative site that takes into account 
the factors mentioned above (our deposit for Bort 
Meadow, assuming we get our request, will be small 
enough to forfeit if we find a better site). 
     *Be proactive in responding to accessibility needs. 
Build into the reservation process a way to 
communicate specific needs and figure out best 
practices to meet them. For instance, the registration 
form/website will have a contact person for 
accessibility needs when we start to advertise next 
year’s retreat—Marilyn Golden may be filling this 
function. So coming up with solutions to specific needs 
can be creatively addressed well in advance. 
     Several congregants have already volunteered to 
assist with accessibility issues, including suggesting 
other sites/centers and being available to accompany 
individuals needing assistance to navigate at Bort 
Meadow, which is largely relatively flat, though the 
ground has a bumpy, uneven surface. 
     *Research alternative means of conveyance to 
transport individuals from point to point at the Bort 
Meadow site, possibly in ways that make use of the 
assistance from a volunteer. This research has already 
begun, with an initial finding that vehicles like golf carts 
are probably too expensive to own, rent, or transport 
from rental locations. Kehilla may have access to one 
or more ordinary wheelchairs that can be used. Or, all 
terrain wheelchairs may be one possibility. There may 
be other ways to deal with the bumpy terrain between 
the car turn-around and the dining tables that are not 
dependent upon volunteer assistance, and allow for 
more independent movement. 
     *Other concerns, suggestions, or ideas, regarding 
Kehilla Retreat accessibility issues or how to address 
them? Want to volunteer your assistance? 
     Contact either Marilyn Golden 
at mgolden@dredf.org, or Don Stone 
at donstone1@aol.com or 510-703-0073. 

mailto:mgolden@dredf.org,
mailto:donstone1@aol.com
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On the Origins of Kehilla: 
Social Justice 

                                                     by Rabbi Burt Jacobson 
Note: This is the fifth of a series of 
personal essays on the beginnings of 
Kehilla. Each article shares the 
origins of one or more of the ideals 
and/or values that motivated me to 
start Kehilla. The essays are adapted 

from the manuscript of the book I am in the process of 
completing, tentatively titled There is Only One Love: 
The Ba’al Shem Tov in the Modern World. 
     My passion for social justice came from my mother, 
Gert Jacobson. As the chairwoman of the Anti-
Defamation League in Cleveland during World War II, 
she tried to awaken the Jewish community to the Nazi 
atrocities in Europe. When our family moved to Texas 
in 1947, Gert became the chairwoman of the Anti-
Defamation League in San Antonio. In that capacity she 
worked with teachers in the public schools, instructing 
them on how to promote racial, ethnic and religious 
tolerance in their classrooms.  
     My mother’s commitment to social justice stemmed 
from her father, Ruby Goldberg. My grandfather, who 
was born in Romania, was a women’s tailor. A secular 
Yiddish-speaking Jew, he was strongly drawn to 
socialism. He became a negotiator for the International 
Ladies’ Garment Workers Union in New York. My 
mother remembered him coming home from the 
negotiations, infuriated by the tightfisted attitudes of 
the factory owners. He would go to the kitchen, pick up 
a carving knife and bang it repeatedly on the counter. 
“Those G… d…. bosses, those G… d…. bosses, they 
won’t give us a nickel! They won’t give us a nickel! 
      I did not hear that story until I was an adult, but I 
learned about the biblical prophets as a young student 
in the religious school of Temple Beth El in San 
Antonio. I came to admire the commitment of the 
Reform movement to social justice. 
       Yet, I did not study the words of the biblical 
prophets until I entered rabbinical school. In 1961, as a 
second-year student at the Jewish Theological 
Seminary, I took a seminar with Abraham Joshua 
Heschel on the prophets. By this time, Heschel was well 
on his way to becoming the most well-known Jewish 
religious thinker in the United States.  
       Heschel had completed his dissertation on the 
prophets in the late 1930s in Germany, just as the Nazi 
regime had come into power. In the late 1950s he 
decided to rewrite the book in English. The members of 

our seminar were privileged to read the galley proofs 
of The Prophets with him.  
    In the book’s introduction, Heschel wrote: 
     The things that horrified the prophets are even now 
daily occurrences all over the world. There is no society 
to which Amos’ words would not apply. 

Listen to this, you merchants who crush the 
poor,and trample on the needy! You who are 
thinking,“When will this New Moon festival  
finally be over so that we can sell our grain, and 
this Sabbath day, so we can market our wheat? 
Then we will tamper with the scales, making the 
bushel-measure smaller and the shekel-weight 
bigger. And then we can make slaves of the 
poor, buying them for their debt of a piece of 
silver or a pair of sandals, and we will even get 
paid for moldy wheat.”YHWH, the Pride of Israel, 
has sworn: ‘’I will never forget what you have 
done!’  Amos 8:4-7 

      Indeed, [Heschel continued] the sort of crimes and 
even the amount delinquency that fill the prophets of 
Israel with dismay do not go beyond that which we 
regard as normal, as typical ingredients of social 
dynamics. To us, a single act of injustice—cheating in 
business, exploitation of the poor—is slight; to the 
prophets, a disaster. To us injustice is injurious to the 
welfare of the people; to the prophets, it is a 
deathblow to existence; to us, an episode; to them, a 
catastrophe, a threat to the world.  
     Heschel’s prose was incandescent. I found his ability 
to enter the consciousness of the prophets utterly 
remarkable. As a result, the voices of the prophets 
have both stirred and haunted me throughout my life. 
     In the following years I found myself especially 
drawn to Amos, the first of the literary prophets, who 
focused almost exclusively on the necessity for social 
justice. Amos seemed totally relevant to the political 
climate of the late 1960s. Indeed, the Reverend Martin 
Luther King, Jr., who became Heschel’s friend and 
colleague, often cited Amos’ words. The day before he 
was assassinated in 1968, King delivered a speech in 
support of the striking sanitation workers in Memphis, 
in which he said:    

"Somehow the preacher must have a kind of fire 
shut up in his bones. And whenever injustice is 
around he must tell it. Somehow the preacher must  
[continued on next page] 
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On the Origins of Kehilla (continued) 
 
be an Amos, who said, “When God speaks, who can 
but prophesy?” Again with Amos, “Let justice roll 
down like waters and righteousness like a mighty 
stream.”  

       In the late 1960s I taught classes about Amos and 
his message to both high school students and adults. I 
emphasized the prophet’s fiery denunciations of 
corruption, wealth, luxury, perversion of justice and 
superficial religion.  

       As I thought about starting a synagogue in the early 
1980s, the fierce voice of Amos called out to me. I felt 
that this radical prophet of justice simply had to be 
given a platform in a city like Berkeley, which had been 
strongly identified with rapid social change, civic 
unrest, and political upheaval in the 1960s and ‘70s. 
The political Left was still robust and there were 
moral/political issues— the Israel-Palestine conflict, 
nuclear weapons, central American refugees—that 
cried out to be dealt with from a prophetic religious 
perspective. 

 
Thank you for Your Generosity 

 

Bar/Bat Mitvah Program 
Susan Coto McKenna and Rafael Coto 

General Fund 
Jane Weisbin and Charles Reilly 

Nueva Esperanza Accompaniment Teams (NEAT) 
Hope Friedman 
Irene McPhail 

Carolyn Schour 
Herbert Salomon and Marcia Liberson 

Simone Masson 
Lisa Rothman 
Ralph Silber 

Sandy Vaughn 
And members of Kehilla's three Accompaniment Teams 

Rabbi's Discretionary Fund 
David Levine and Laurel Zien

All Congregants Deserve A Safe Home 

If you or anyone in your home is experiencing: 
     >Child abuse  
     >Elder abuse  
     >Dependent adult abuse  
     >Teen dating violence 
     >Intimate partner violence (domestic violence) 
    The Kehilla Committee Against Abuse (CAA), working along side the Spiritual Life Practices Committee (SLPC), is 
here to help you become or remain safe.   If you are experiencing any kind of abuse, please call: Steven Falk, long-
time Kehilla member, at (510) 708-0517; Julie Patrusky, experienced domestic violence counselor and long-time 
Kehilla member, at (510) 528-0299; or Rabbi David at (510) 547-2424 x103.   Call the Shalom Bayit (Peace in the 
Home) helpline for counseling and advocacy for teen dating violence and domestic violence issues at: (866) SHALOM-
7 (742-5667) toll-free within the Bay Area or (510) 451-7233 (SAFE) outside the Bay Area.
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September 2016 
Fri., Sept. 2, NO Kabbalat Shabbat service tonight. 
Please join us on Friday night, Sept 16.  

Sat., Sept 3, 10:30am, Elul Shabbat Service on the 
Marina – Rosh Chodesh. Yes, it is one month to go to 
Rosh Hashanah and at this special outdoor service on 
the Marina we will celebrate the New Moon of Elul 
which includes Hallel, the musical holiday celebration 
prayers, led by Beth Dickinson. Discussion led by Rabbi 
David on our High Holy Day theme on our how our 
work on immigration and refugees connects to our 
Jewish path. Check the website for location. Bring a 
chair with you and prepare to dress warmly. Kiddush to 
follow.  Please bring vegetarian finger foods to share, if 
you are able.  

Tues., Sept. 6, 7:30pm. Middle East Peace Committee 
Meeting. Back classroom. 

Wed., Sept. 7, 7:50am Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room. (Enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview.)  Doors open at 7:50 a.m., 
short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30, 
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. 

Wed., Sept. 7, 6:30pm  Spiritual Life Practices 
Committee Meeting.  Fireside Room. 

Thurs., Sept. 8, 4-6pm. Kehilla School. Please enter 
through the kitchen door. 

Thurs., Sept. 8, 6:30pm. "700 Benches: 
Experiencing Biblical Hebrew." Taught by Jenna Kemp 
First class of the series.. (See details on p. 10)  

Fri., Sept. 9, 6:30pm, Friday Night Peace Walk with 
Rabbi David and OCO. This is an easy opportunity to 
really be part of the movement for peace in our own 
community led by Oakland Community Organizations’ 
Ceasefire campaign. Rabbi David has affirmed to OCO 
that we will try to have at least ten Kehilla folk join him 
at these walks for community peace.. The campaign is 
many-sided, including the training and mobilization of 
neighborhood peace interveners, the retraining of 
police, and a weekly peace walk with local 
congregations to support a “culture of peace and 
healing” in neighborhoods at risk. Rabbi David reports 
that he has done this about 10 times and it is an 

especially nice way to meet people from across the 
spectrum of Oakland communities.Meet inside First 
Mt. Sinai Church, 1970 86th Ave. For info, call 510-606-
5064.    

Sat., Sept. 10, 10am. Chai Elul Shabbat and New 
Member Welcome. Join our “Bima Team” for a 
spirited, musical service as we immerse in the month of 
Elul and prepare for the High Holy Days. Our newest 
members will receive a special honor during the Torah 
service, and we’ll kick off the morning with Ketzev 
Kehilla, our prayerful percussion orchestra. Come one, 
come all! Children most welcome! Vegetarian potluck 
luncheon to follow. Please bring a vegetarian dish to 
share.  Kiddush also sponsored by Ruth Goldstone & 
James Eder in honor of Ruth's mother Merle S. 
Goldstone's yartzheit. 

Mon., Sept. 12, 7pm. Book Discussion Group. We will 
discuss The Fixer by Bernard Malamud. Fireside Room. 
(See p. 8 for details.) 

Mon., Sept. 12, 7:30pm. Conversion Group. Buber 
Room. (See p. 10 for details.) 

Tues., Sept. 13, 7pm. Generosity Committee meeting. 
Fireside Room. 

Wed., Sept. 14, 7:50am Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room. (Enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview.)  Doors open at 7:50 a.m., 
short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30, 
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. 

Thurs., Sept. 15, 4-6pm. Kehilla School. Please enter 
through the kitchen door. 

Thurs., Sept. 15, 6:30pm. "700 Benches: 
Experiencing Biblical Hebrew." Taught by Jenna Kemp. 
(See details on p. 10.)  

Fri., Sept. 16, 5:30-7:30pm Solar Lights for Gaza 
Fundraiser and Pre-Shabbat Potluck: This is a special 
pre-Shabbat Service gathering and potluck meal 
organized by Kehilla’s Greening Committee and Middle 
East Peace Committee. The purpose is to raise 
tzedakah for Rebuilding Alliance’s project to provide 
solar lights for the residents of Gaza where electricity is 

Kehilla Community Synagogue 
1300 Grand Avenue (at Fairview) 

Piedmont, CA  94610 
(510) 547-2424 

Please come fragrance-free to all Kehilla events, 
for the health of people with respiratory conditions 

and chemical sensitivities. 
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often available for only four or five hours in a day. This 
is especially needed by children who would otherwise 
study at night by hazardous candle or kerosene light. 
(See article p. 8 .) Guest speaker: Donna Baranski-
Walker, founder of Rebuilding Alliance. We will have a 
Potluck Dinner in the Social Hall starting at 5:30.  Please 
bring a vegetarian or fish dish to share.  

Fri., Sept. 16, 7:30pm, Kabbalat Shabbat with Hazzan 
Shulamit, Julie Nesnansky, and Beth Dickinson. Join us 
for a soulful and spirited musical evening to welcome in 
the joy and peace of Shabbat.  Kiddush to follow. 
Please bring veggie finger foods to share! 

Sat., Sept. 17, 10:30am, Elul Shabbat Service with our 
Chevra Kadisha, at Kehilla led by Rabbi David, Hazzan 
Shulamit, and Julie Nesnansky. Celebrating the 
completion of our “Sh’mira Readings Project.” Sh’mira 
is the ritual of staying with the body of the deceased in 
the period preceding the funeral during which the 
shomer (“guardian”) traditionally reads from the book 
of psalms. For our members when they do Sh’mira, 
Kehilla’s Chevra Kadisha has assembled readings from 
innovative and interpretive translations of the psalms 
some of which we will read at this service. We will have 
a short Torah reading that morning with one aliyah. 
Deuteronomy 22:6-12. If you want to chant this, email 
Rabbi David.  In the Fireside Room. Kiddush sponsored 
by the Chevra Kadisha. 

Sat., Sept. 17, 3:30-6:30pm. Kehilla High Holy Days Art 
Reception. Fireside Room and throughout the building. 
(See announcement, p.4 for details.) 

Sun., Sept. 18, 3:30-7pm. A Community Forum on the 
Movement for Black Lives Platform Study & 
Conversation. With Kehilla leaders, staff, and 
members.  (See article, p. 9 for details.) Buber Room. 

Sun., Sept. 18, 1- 3 pm, “We Are the Bridge” Exhibit 
Reception at Osher Marin JCC in San Rafael. Sponsored 
by the Faith Trio (Kehilla, Islamic Cultural Center, 
Montclair Presbyterian). Includes at least two artists 
who are Kehilla members, Lea Delson and Susan 
Freundlich. 200 North San Pedro Rd. San Rafael 94903. 

Sun., Sept. 18, 2pm.  Yoga for Renewal. Rooted in 
Jewish Mystical Teachings. With Julie Emden of Jewish 
LearningWorks.  Co-sponsored by Kehilla.  4th Street 
Yoga, 1809C 4th Street, Berkeley, CA 94710. $25 Public 
/$20 members of co-sponsoring organizations. 
Register: tinyurl.com/yoga918.  

Sun., Sept. 18, 4pm. "Drumming As Prayer" class with 
Debbie Fier. Fireside Room. (See p. _ for details.) 

Wed., Sept. 21, 7:50am Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room (Enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview)  Doors open at 7:50 a.m., 

short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30, 
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. 

Wed., Sept. 21, 7pm. "Drumming As Prayer" class with 
Debbie Fier. Fireside Room. (See p. 11 for details.) 

Thurs., Sept. 22, 4-6pm. Kehilla School. Please enter 
through the kitchen door. 

Thurs., Sept. 22, 6:30pm. "700 Benches: 
Experiencing Biblical Hebrew." Taught by Jenna Kemp. 
Back classroom, main floor. (See details on p. 10.)  

Fri., Sept. 23,  6:-9:00 Bar/Bat Mitzvah Shabbat 
Celebration: This evening is for all Bar Bat Mitzvah 
family members and is a required part of the BBM 
Program. Come to the synagogue to welcome in the 
new school year and the New Year with a festive 
Shabbat evening. We will begin with a short table 
service followed by a vegetarian potluck.   Fireside 
Room & Sanctuary. 

Fri., Sept. 23,  6:30pm Tot Shabbat.  For babies and 
children up to 5 years old (or older if they enjoy it) and 
their grown-ups. Led by Jen Miriam Kantor, Alon 
Altman and Jen’s puppet friends. Please bring a 
vegetarian potluck dish.  Social Hall. Childcare will be 
provided upon request. 

Sat., Sept. 24, No Shabbat Morning service – Join us 
tonight for Pre-Holy Days Ingathering. 

Sat., Sept. 24. The Bird of Many Colors: A Pre-Holy 
Days Ingathering: 7:15pm schmooze with 
refreshments in the Social Hall, program begins at 8pm.  
Gather with us one week before Rosh Hashanah, as we 
turn together toward the Days of Awe. This year, rather 
than observing Selichot with a service, all are welcome 
to an evening of community, music, stories, meditation 
and reflection.  Join us in the social hall for a little nosh 
and socializing, followed by a program led by the 
Kehilla spiritual leadership and musical prayer leaders, 
as we focus our awareness and maybe set some 
intention for our experience of the holy days.   If you 
are new to Kehilla, or to Kehilla’s observance of the 
High Holydays, this evening is a lovely way to begin the 
experience.  If you’re accustomed to the Selichot 
services of the last few years, you’ll find a similar 
opportunity in this program for settling into intention 
and reflection. 

Sun., Sept. 25, 8:15am-4pm, ROPES course for Bar/Bat 
Mitzvah Students. Students will carpool together to 
the spectacular Fort Miley for a day of fun, adventure 
and an exploration of team building activities. BBM 
families will receive more information about this in the 
mail. 
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Sun., Sept. 25, 1:15-3:30 pm. Interfaith Environmental 
Activity with the Faith Trio (Kehilla, Islamic Cultural 
Center, Montclair Presbyterian). This interfaith activity 
involves removing non-native plants in Joaquin Miller 
Park. Four more volunteers from Kehilla are still 
needed. To volunteer, call Lea Delson 510-528-6725. 

Sun., Sept. 25, 9am. Joyfully Jewish for 
Kindergarteners. Back classroom, main floor. 

Sun., Sept. 25, 5pm. "Mrs. Reiff and the Counterfeit 
Shop," a staged play reading by Stephanie Anne 
Johnson. Sponsored by Kehilla. A touching portrait of 
the friendship between a Black teenager and a 
Holocaust survivor in the 1960s.(See details, p. 6.) 

Tues., Sept. 27, 6:45pm. (Dinner at 6:15)  Board of 
Trustees Meeting. All are welcome. Fireside  Room. 

Wed., Sept. 28, 7:50am Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room. (Enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview.)  Doors open at 7:50 a.m., 
short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30, 
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. 

Thurs., Sept. 29, 4-6pm. Kehilla School. Please enter 
through the kitchen door. 

Thurs., Sept. 29, 6:30pm. "700 Benches: 
Experiencing Biblical Hebrew." Taught by Jenna Kemp. 
Back classroom, main floor. (See details on p. 10.)  

Fri., Sept. 30.  No Services. 
 

October 2016 
Sat., Oct. 1, 10:30am, Elul Shabbat Service at Kehilla 
with Sharon Grodin and Julie Nesnanksy, a smaller 
service in the Fireside Room, with music and reflection.   
  
Sun., Oct. 2, 6:30pm, Erev Rosh Hashanah services at 
Scottish Rite Center, 1547 Lakeside Drive, Oakland.  For 
both adults and children, start at 6:30pm. Sermon by 
Rabbi Dev.  
 
Mon., Oct. 3. Rosh Hashanah services. SERVICES WILL 
END before 12:45! at Scottish Rite Center, 1547 
Lakeside Drive, Oakland. Our leaders are determined to 
conclude the service  in time for tashlich and lunch at a 
reasonable hour. 
8:30 – 9:15am. Silent Meditation Space - 3rd Floor 
9:30am – 12:40pm. Main Rosh Hashanah Morning 
Service, beginning with Ketzev Kehilla with Kehilla’s 
Spiritual Leaders, Hazzan Shulamit and our Musical 
Prayer Leaders 
10:00 – 11:15am. Family and Youth Service with Rabbi 
Dev Noily, Sandra Razieli, Natalie Boskin, and Musical 

Prayer Leader Beth Dickinson and surprise guests! 
Children, teens and adults welcome. 

10:15 - 11:15am. Rosh Hashanah Toddler Services with 
Jen Miriam and Alon Altman. Geared towards babies, 
tots, and kids up to 5 years olds and their grown ups or 
families. 
12:45-12:55pm, Tashlich at Lake Merritt (across the 
street from services) with Rabbi David. 

 Tues., Oct. 4, 9:30am-12:30pm, Second Day Rosh 
Hashanah Services at Kehilla, 1300 Grand Avenue, 
Piedmont, with Rabbi Chaya Gusfield and Eve Decker. 
Kehilla Sanctuary. Receive the replenishment of 
contemplative song, story, and silence. Rabbi Chaya 
Gusfield and Buddhist teacher and musician Eve Decker 
use the beautiful complement of Jewish and Buddhist 
teachings, music, and spiritual practices to delve deeply 
into the essence of this holy day. A more intimate 
service for the second day. 

Wed., Oct. 5, 7:50am Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room. (Enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview.)  Doors open at 7:50 a.m., 
short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30, 
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. 

Wed., Oct. 5, 6:30pm. Spiritual Life Practices 
Committee meeting. Fireside Room. 

Wed., Oct. 5, 7:30pm. Middle East Peace Committee 
Meeting. Fireside Room. 

Thurs., Oct. 6. No Kehilla School. 

Fri., Oct. 7, 7:30pm. NO Kabbalat Shabbat services. 
Please join us for Shabbat Shuva on Saturday morning, 
Oct 8. Our next Kabbalat Shabbat service with Hazzan 
Shulamit will be on November 4.   

Sat., Oct. 8, 10:30am. Shabbat Shuva Service at 
Kehilla.  Join Howard Hamburger and Julie Nesnansky 
for the special Shabbat service situated within the Ten 
Days of Awe. We take the themes of the High Holydays 
and we explore them in the context of Shabbat in a 
smaller service context. Kiddush sponsored by Beth 
Weinberger in memory of her mother, Frieda 
Weinberger, and by Amy Bat Tzipora in memory of her 
beloved Bubbies, Zaydies, mother and father. 

Mon., Oct. 10, 7pm.  Book Discussion Group.  We will 
discuss Mystics of Mile End by Sigal Samuel. Fireside 
Room. 

Tues., Oct. 11, 6:30pm. Kol Nidre Service (for grown 
ups) at Scottish Rite Center, 1547 Lakeside Drive, 
Oakland. Judaism’s most cherished prayer sung once a 
year, Kol Nidre, kicks off a day of collective 
introspection. Sermon by Rabbi David. 
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 Tues., Oct. 11, 6:30pm. Family Kol Nidre Service (for 
children and family) at Kehilla, 1300 Grand Avenue, 
Piedmont Led by Rabbi Dev Noily & Lior Ben-Hur.  
Geared toward children ages 6-12.  Children of all ages 
and adults welcome. 

Tues., Oct. 11, 6:30pm, Toddler Kol Nidre Service (for 
babies and tots) at Kehilla, 1300 Grand Avenue, 
Piedmont Led by Jen Miriam and Alon Altman.  A 
musical, spiritual journey geared toward kids up to 5 
years old and their grown ups.  

Wed., Oct. 12. Yom Kippur Morning Services 
at Scottish Rite Center, 1547 Lakeside Drive, Oakland 
8:30am- 9:15am, Silent Meditation Space 
9:30am,  Main Yom Kippur Morning Service 
10:00am- 11:00am, Youth Services  (6th - 8th grades) 

 Wed., Oct. 12. Yom Kippur Afternoon/Evening 
Services & Activities at Kehilla, 1300 Grand Avenue, 
Piedmont 
2:00- 4:30pm Drop off potluck offerings at Kehilla (or 
bring them at 7:45pm) 
2:30-3:30 pm Workshops 
4:30 pm Yizkor (Remembrance of those who died) 
5:15 pm Rabbi Burt sermon, Healing Service & 
Dukhanen (Priestly blessings) 
6:30 pm Ne’ila (Closing the Gates) 
8:00pm-9:30pm Community Pot Luck Break-Fast at 
Kehilla. Please bring a vegetarian main dish to share. 
Food can be dropped off at Kehilla between 2:00 & 
4:30 p.m., or at 7:45 p.m. 

Thurs., Oct. 13. No Kehilla School. 

Fri., Oct. 14, 6:30pm, Friday Night Peace Walk with 
OCO. Usually Rabbi David is on these walks but may be 
out of town this weekend. But Kehilla people have 
been coming, so it would be great to continue to have 
our shul’s participation in David’s absence. This is an 
easy opportunity to really be part of the movement for 
peace in our own community led by Oakland 
Community Organizations’ Ceasefire campaign. The 
campaign is many-sided including the training and 
mobilization of neighborhood peace interveners, the 
retraining of police, and a weekly peace walk with local 
congregations to support a “culture of peace and 
healing” in neighborhoods at risk. The neighbors there 
support these walks and it has always been peaceful 
and friendly. It’s a nice way to meet people from across 
the spectrum of Oakland communities who support 
Ceasefire efforts. Meet inside First Mt. Sinai Church, 
1970 86th Ave. For info, call 510-606-5064.   

Sat. Oct. 15, 10:30am. Shabbat Service with Sharon 
Grodin and Beth Dickinson. As we read the poem that 
comprises parashat Haazinu (Deuteronomy 32), we can 

see the influence of the theology of the prophets on 
this chapter. Of course, the prophets were centuries 
after Moses, so this is a much later insert into the 
Torah with a very different way of seeing God. What 
was this theology and how does it connect to later 
Jewish spirituality and to our social activism today? We 
will especially look at Deuteronomy 32:37-40. Kiddush 
to follow. Bring a veggy potluck dish to share. Fireside 
Room. 

Sun., Oct. 16, 11am-1pm. Kehilla Neighborhood 
Brunches. 

Sun., Oct. 16, 5:30pm. Chai Mitzvah Group. Back 
classroom, main floor.   (See details, p. 11.)  

Mon., Oct. 17, 7-9pm. Community Discussion of Ballot 
Propositions and Local Measures.  Sponsored by the 
Economic Justice Committee, the Greening Committee 
and Anti-Death Penalty Action Group. Social Hall. (See 
article, p. 17.) 

Mon., Oct. 17, 6:30pm. "Elements of Magical Judaism" 
class. Taught by Jude Elfe & Jonathan Furst. Sanctuary.  
(See p. 12 for details.) 

Wed., Oct. 19, 7:50am Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room. (Enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview.)  Doors open at 7:50 a.m., 
short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30, 
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. 

Wed., Oct. 19, 7pm. Economic Justice Committee 
Meeting. Social Hall. 

Thurs., Oct. 20, 4-6pm. Kehilla School. Please enter 
through the kitchen door. 

Fri., Oct. 21, 6:30pm, Sukkot Shabbat Friday Evening 
Potluck in the Sukkah. Bring the whole family and join 
us for a Sukkot dinner in the Sukkah (and/or Social 
Hall). This is not a ritual-heavy event – our major 
purpose is to celebrate and be happy, which is the very 
purpose the Torah describes for the holiday. We’ll do a 
few blessings, then a potluck dinner, conversation, 
perhaps a chance for kids to make sukkah decorations, 
and then, as you choose to, do the ritual of blessing the 
lulav palm frond and shaking in blessing to all the 
world’s directions with Rabbi David. At Kehilla 
Remember: Bring a veggy potluck dish to share and be 
joyous. 

Sat., Oct. 22, 10:30am. Sukkot Shabbat with Special 
Procession.  Appropriate for everyone in the family. 
Join Rabbi David & Julie Nesnansky as we celebrate 
Sukkot with a joyous musical service and processions 
(“hakafot”) with lulav followed by Kiddush in the 
sukkah. Bring veggie finger food to share. 
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Mon. Oct. 24. Simchat Torah Celebration at Chochmat 
HaLev  2215 Prince St., Berkeley at Fulton. 
Join with all the Bay Area Renewal communities for a 
night of sacred and ecstastic dancing to live music and 
special Torah chanting to celebrate the conclusion of 
our High Holy Day journey.    
6:00pm  Special Kids Celebration with Jen Miriam and 
Alon Altman, dance and sing around the Torah with  
puppets, music and friends 
6:30pm Vegetarian potluck dinner 
7:00 pm Maariv, Dancing and Torah service with the 
Shirat HaLev Musicians 
9:30 pm- Kiddush and refreshments 
Donation:  Members of participating organizations: 
$15-10   General Public $20-15   Children: $5 

Tues., Oct. 25, 6:45pm. (Dinner at 6:15)  Board of 
Trustees Meeting. All are welcome. Fireside  Room. 

Wed., Oct. 26, 7:50am Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room. (Enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview.)  Doors open at 7:50 a.m., 
short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30, 
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. 

Wed., Oct. 26, 7pm. A Class in the Poetic Word. Taught 
by Lenore Weiss. Fireside Room. (See p. 12 for details.) 

Thurs., Oct. 27, 4-6pm.  Kehilla School. Please enter 
through the kitchen door. 

Thurs., Oct. 27, 6:30pm. "700 Benches: 
Experiencing Biblical Hebrew." Taught by Jenna Kemp. 
(See details on p. 10)  

Fri., Oct. 28, 6:30pm, Tot Shabbat. For children up to 5 
years old (or older if they enjoy it) and their grown-ups. 
Led by Jen Miriam Kantor, Alon Altman and Jen’s 
puppet friends. Please bring a vegetarian potluck dish. 
In the Social Hall. 

Sat., Oct 29, 10:30am.  Shabbat Service and Torah 
Study with Rabbi David and Beth Dickinson. Here we go 
again! We are starting the Torah anew from the first 
parasha of the Torah. We will be looking at the mythic 
Garden of Eden story and how it has been 
reinterpreted in traditional and modern midrash (such 
as by Lilith Magazine and John Steinbeck). During the 
service, rather than chanting the Torah we will study 

and discuss Chapter 3 of Genesis. Followed by Kiddush. 
Bring veggie finger food to share. 

Sat., Oct.29, 9am. 30th annual Harmony Walk/Run to 
End Homelessness in Richmond, hosted by the Greater 
Richmond Interfaith Program (GRIP). Check-in 9:30am. 
Walk begins 10:30am.The web address with a link to 
our team page & further details will be provided in the 
Kehilla weekly e-mails. You can walk or run for as 
much, or as little, a distance as you want.  And, there 
will be a festival in the park after the walk. (See 
announcement, p. 14.) 

Sun., Oct. 30, 2:30-5:00, (1) Nuts and Bolts Workshop 
for Parents & (2) Interactive Discussion with Shalom 
Bayit for Bar/Bat Mitzvah Students 
(1) is required for parents, (2) is highly recommended 
for Students 
   Parents who have previously gone through the 
program will be coming to and share their nuts and 
bolts experiences about planning for the whole year, 
including sharing details about how to keep things 
organized, as well as kiddush and party planning. 
Simultaneously, Zephira Derblich-Milea from Shalom 
Bayit will be presenting her award-winning workshop, 
“Love Shouldn’t Hurt.” www.shalom-bayit.org/teen 
In this workshop, students will have the opportunity to 
learn and discuss about how to build and maintain 
healthy relationships.    
For questions or to request childcare for BBM related 
activities, contact sandra@kehillasynagogue.org.  

Mon., Oct. 31, 6:30-9:30pm. "Elements of Magical 
Judaism" class. Taught by Jude Elfe & Jonathan Furst. 
Sanctuary.  (See p. 12 for details.) 

Sat., Nov. 5, 6:45pm. Annual Harvest Dinner of the 
Faith Trio (Kehilla, Islamic Cultural Center, Montclair 
Presbyterian). Come early at 6:15 if you would like to 
be present at the Muslim evening prayer. Followed by 
multi-faith blessings before dinner. Designated potluck: 
Kehilla members bring veggy salads (fish okay). 
Muslims, Jews and Christians eating together and an 
opportunity to discuss the subject of the evening: 
Solidarity: A Spiritual Necessity. At the Islamic Cultural 
Center, 1433 Madison Street, Oakland. 
 

 
  

http://www.shalom-bayit.org/teen
mailto:sandra@kehillasynagogue.org.
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Kehilla Community Synagogue 
Please use the following number for all staff:  (510) 547-2424 

Co-Rabbi, David J. Cooper 
Rabbidavid@kehillasynagogue.org 

Co-Rabbi, Dev Noily  
RabbiDev@kehillasynagogue.org 

Executive Director,  Michael Saxe-Taller 
Michael@kehillasynagogue.org 

Managing Director, Beth Bittle 
Beth@kehillasynagogue.org 

Hazzan Shulamit Wise Fairman 
Shulamit@kehillasynagogue.org 

Bar/Bat Mitvzah Program Director, Sandra Razieli 
Sandra@kehillasynagogue.org 
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              High Holy Days 5777/2016 
                     Seeking Shelter in the Days of Awe:  
            Immigrants and Refugees, Longing and Home 
                                                    by Rabbi Dev Noily 

     In March of this year a 
group of Kehilla members 
working on immigration 
issues called a meeting to 
connect people in our 
community who are involved 

in all kinds of work and service with immigrants and 
refugees, and the laws and policies affecting them. 
    Here are some of the ways people who came to the 
meeting are engaged: 

 Working with Nueva Esperanza to form 
accompaniment teams who provide direct 
support to newly arrived Central American 
immigrants; 

 Supporting LGBT refugees through the Jewish 
Family and Community Services of the East 
Bay LGBT refugee resettlement program ; 

 Working with Jewish Voice for Peace doing 
neighborhood canvassing focused on 
welcoming refugees and ending Muslim 
profiling; 

 Participating in monthly vigils at the ICE West 
County Detention Facility to support 
immigrant detainees and their families; 

 Exploring Kehilla's potential to be a sanctuary 
synagogue for those who face deportation; 

 Providing legal or counseling services to 
immigrants; 

 Providing direct or financial support for Syrian 
and other refugees in Europe, through the 
Hebrew Immigrant Aid Society (HIAS) and 
other agencies; 

 Working with the East Bay Interfaith 
Immigration Coalition; 

 Providing support to Syrian refugees coming 
to the U.S. 

    I left that meeting inspired and moved by the 
incredible energy among people in the Kehilla 
community.  There are so many ways that so many 
people are supporting immigrants and refugees, 

fighting against deportations and human rights 
abuses, and advocating for policy changes that reflect 
our commitment to welcome people who are fleeing 
war, persecution and social and economic turmoil.   
    One thing that came up at the meeting was the 
need to let more people know about the work that’s 
happening, and to help more people join in.  How 
could we get word out about where contributions are 
needed and how people contribute—whether 
someone has an occasional few hours or dollars to 
give, or has housing to share, or can offer an ongoing 
gift of time? 
    When the Spiritual Leadership team (Rabbi David, 
Hazzan Shulamit, Avi Rose, Rabbi Burt, Howard 
Hamburger, Sandra Razieli, Sharon Grodin and myself) 
met to consider our theme for this year’s High Holy 
Days, “immigrants and refugees” emerged as a 
compelling choice.  We saw at least a trio of 
interconnected reasons to dig into this ground:  (1) the 
urgent humanitarian and justice issues underlying the 
unprecedented migration underway, (2) the energy 
already flowing in Kehilla to address the crises, and (3) 
the potential for our coming together for High Holy 
Days to help more people respond to the crises.  
    One more reason to let ourselves be guided by this 
theme is its profoundly rich spiritual terrain.  
Experiences of seeking refuge, migrating, yearning for 
home and offering harbor and kindness to those 
fleeing from danger open up the big questions that all 
of us sometimes face in moments of stillness.  What is 
the sense of disorientation, separateness or apartness 
that we sometimes feel? How do we come to be at 
home in the world and in ourselves? What is our 
longing for connection and at-one-ment—where does 
it come from, and where can it lead us? What are our 
personal and communal histories of migration and 
how do they shape us? How can we move toward 
harmony and balance between our unique individual 
experience and our shared connection to all that is? 

[continued on p. 19]
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Renew Your Membership Now! 
    Kehilla members in good standing will automatically 

receive complimentary admission to High Holy Day 
services when you renew your membership for 2015-16.  

Your admission to High Holy Day services will be your 
name at the door, along with your name tag.  

    To renew your membership, please visit our website at 
www.KehillaSynagogue.org.     

 

Discounts 
On First-Time Membership 

    We are offering a discount on membership dues 
through December 1, 2016. Dues are $200 for Adults 
under 30, and $660 for Adults 30 and over, and will 
include tickets to all High Holy Day services. Conversely, 
any payment made for High Holy Day tickets can be 
applied to the cost of membership. Payment plans can be 
arranged. 

   Visit the website at www.KehillaSynagogue.org and 
click on “JOIN” for more information, or  contact Sasha at 
(510) 547-2424 x100 or Sasha@KehillaSynagogue.org.   

 

 

High Holy Day Tickets  
for the General Public 

Tickets to services  for the general public can be 
ordered on the website at 

http://kehillasynagogue.org/highholydays/  

Tickets will also be available 
 for purchase at the door. 

High Holy Days Schedule 
The Bird of Many Colors:  

A Pre-Holy Days Ingathering 
Saturday, September 24  

Social hour at 7:15, Program at 8pm 

Erev Rosh Hashanah at Scottish Rite Center  
Sunday, October 2, 6:30pm  

Rosh Hashanah at Scottish Rite Center  
Monday, October 3, 9:30am  

Rosh Hashanah Family & Youth Service 
 at Scottish Rite Center 
Monday, October 3, 10am 

Rosh Hashanah Toddler Services 
at Scottish Rite Center 

Monday, October 3, 10:15am 

Second Day Rosh Hashanah at Kehilla  
Tuesday, October 4, 9:30am 

Shabbat Shuvah at Kehilla 
Saturday, October 8, 10:30am 

Kol Nidre at Scottish Rite Center 
 Tuesday, October 11, 6:30pm  

Kol Nidre Family Service at Kehilla  
Tuesday, October 11, 6:30pm 

Kol Nidre Toddler Service at Kehilla  
Tuesday, October 11, 6:30pm 

Yom Kippur Day at Scottish Rite Center  
Wednesday, October 12, 9:30am  

Yom Kippur Youth Service for 6th-8th Graders 
at Scottish Rite Center 

Wednesday, October 12, 10am 

Yom Kippur Afternoon/Evening at Kehilla 
Wednesday, October 12 

2:00-4:30pm: Drop off potluck offerings* 
2:30-3:30pm: Workshops 

 4:30pm: Yizkor (Remembrance) 
5:15pm: Rabbi Burt Teaching, Healing Service & Dukhanen  

6:30pm: Ne’ila (Closing the Gates) 
8pm: Community Potluck Break-fast 

*Please bring a vegetarian main dish to share. Food can be 
dropped off at Kehilla between 2:00 & 4:30pm or at 7:45pm 

 

 

KKeehhiillllaa  HHiigghh  HHoollyy  DDaayyss  
22001166//55777777 

http://www.KehillaSynagogue.org.
http://www.KehillaSynagogue.org
mailto:Sasha@KehillaSynagogue.org.
http://kehillasynagogue.org/highholydays/
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Executively Speaking  
A New Year: Looking Ahead 

                                         by Michael Saxe-Taller, Executive Director 
      

       It is again that time of the Jewish 
cycle when we reflect on the past year    
and imagine the one that is coming.   
     This year, my first full Jewish year at 
Kehilla, was filled with important 

moments and solid growth for us as a congregation. We 
finished the year a stronger, more cohesive community. 
We have increased our membership, solidified our 
finances, updated our technology, prepared for an 
upcoming rabbinic transition and developed even more 
committed congregant leaders (for specifics, see my June 
Kol Kehilla article at http://kehillasynagogue.org/oh-
what-a-year/. I think we can be proud of all that we did 
to strengthen our community and to make constructive 
change in the communities around us. 
     I am jazzed for the year that is coming up. We enter 
the year planted on firm ground,  prepared to face the 
next important set of challenges for us as a community. I 
think these include: 
     Caring for our building – Our physical home is in need 
of some significant repair. In addition, we want our 
building to be more accessible and more welcoming to 
our own community and to those who join us.  
     Completing our Rabbinic transition – Rabbis David and 
Dev will be serving as Co-Rabbis for this year until the  

 
next stage of the transition occurs in July 2017. We will 
have many chances to appreciate Rabbi David for his 
years of work and to prepare for Rabbi Dev’s step into 
the senior rabbinic role. We will also be searching for a 
dynamic new Director of Kehilla School to join our Kehilla 
leadership team.  
     Addressing the issues of a growing community – 
Kehilla grew by 25 member households in the past year 
and we have reason to think that we will continue to 
grow this year as well. We will need to put attention to 
welcoming our new members, as well as to how we 
maintain our intimacy and individual care while we grow. 
     Thinking about our next 5-10 years – As our present 
day situation has become stable, we now have the 
opportunity to image our future as a congregation and to 
strategize and prioritize the steps that will get us there.    
The Kehilla Board and many of our other committees will 
have opportunities to do this kind of thinking. 
     I am excited for the opportunity to engage with you 
this year on these issues and on the many other aspects 
of Kehilla life.  
     May we all have a sweet year of working, building, 
growing and celebrating together as a community. 
L’Shana Tova

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

It's Membership Renewal Time! 

    It is time again for you to renew your annual Kehilla dues pledge. 

     We are excited to have a new membership renewal and registration process, a result of another one of our 
year’s major accomplishments - a new, upgraded database. We now have one form that is used for membership 
renewals, new memberships and religious school registrations. The form will combine all fees and allow you to 
set up a payment plan. We will also be able to automatically update your contact information into the database.  

     We strongly encourage everyone to renew their membership electronically. If you need a paper registration 
form, please contact Sasha Gottfried at 510-547-2424 x100 or Sasha@kehillasynagogue.org  

     You have recently received a letter and a couple of emails outlining the renewal/registration process. You can 
access the renewal/registration form by going to the to the Kehilla website or to the link in the renewal emails.  

     We deeply appreciate your membership in this community and look forward to another year together! 

  

http://kehillasynagogue.org/oh-
mailto:Sasha@kehillasynagogue.org
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Chai Elul Shabbat & 
New Member Welcome 

Saturday, September 10, 10am 

      Join our “Bima Team” for a spirited, musical service as 
we immerse in the month of Elul and prepare for the High 
Holy Days. Our newest members will receive a special 
honor during the Torah service, and we’ll kick off the 
morning with Ketzev Kehilla, our prayerful percussion 
orchestra. Come one, come all! Children most welcome! 
Vegetarian potluck luncheon to follow. Please bring a 
vegetarian dish to share.  Kiddush also sponsored by Ruth 
Goldstone & James Eder in honor of Ruth's mother Merle 
S. Goldstone's yartzheit. 

 

Solar Lights for Gaza Fundraiser & 
 Pre-Shabbat Potluck 

Friday, September 16, 5:30pm 
     This is a special pre-Shabbat Service gathering and 
potluck meal organized by Kehilla’s Greening Committee 
and Middle East Peace Committee. The purpose is to raise 
tzedakah for Rebuilding Alliance’s project to provide solar 
lights for the residents of Gaza where electricity is often 
available for only four or five hours in a day. This is 
especially needed by children who would otherwise study 
at night by hazardous candle or kerosene light. Guest 
speaker: Donna Baranski-Walker, founder of Rebuilding 
Alliance. We will have a Potluck Dinner in the Social Hall 
starting at 6:00.  Please bring a vegetarian or fish dish to 
share.  Followed by Kabbalat Shabbat Service at 7:30. (See 
article, p. 8.) 

 

Elul Shabbat Service with  
the Chevra Kadisha 

Saturday, September 17, 10:30am 

     Led by Rabbi David, Hazzan Shulamit, and Julie 
Nesnansky. Celebrating the completion of our “Sh’mira 
Readings Project.” Sh’mira is the ritual of staying with the 
body of the deceased in the period preceding the funeral 
during which the shomer (“guardian”) traditionally reads 
from the book of psalms. For our members, when they do 
Sh’mira, Kehilla’s Chevra Kadisha has assembled readings 
from innovative and interpretive translations of the psalms, 
some of which we will read at this service. We will have a 
short Torah reading that morning with one aliyah. 
Deuteronomy 22:6-12. If you want to chant this, email 
Rabbi David.  In the Fireside Room. Kiddush sponsored by 
the Chevra Kadisha. 

A Community Forum on the  
Movement for Black Lives Platform 

Study & Conversation 
Sunday September 18, 3:30 – 7:00pm 

     Join us as we come together to study the 
platform as a community and to listen deeply to 
what the Movement’s leaders are saying. Rabbi 
David, Rabbi Dev, Hazzan Shulamit, and Rabbi Burt 
have endorsed the Movement for Black Lives 
Platform as individuals.  We invite you to read the 
entire platform, either ahead of time or at the 
Forum.   
    Our intention is to create a community forum 
that centers the Platform’s demands for racial and 
economic justice, while making space for the 
complex emotional responses that may arise for us 
in relationship to Jewish identity, racial identity and 
all the aspects of ourselves that make each of us 
who we are. 
    ( See article on p. 9 for details.)  

Kehilla High Holy Days Art Reception 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Saturday, September 17, 3:30-6:30pm 

     Kehilla is honored to present a group show 
reflecting this year’s High Holy Days theme of 
Immigrants. Refugees. Longing. Home. For the first 
time, Kehilla will be using art to deepen our 
individual and collective connection to the High Holy 
Days. 
     Over 20 Kehilla members have contributed more 
than 30 pieces, including sketches, paintings, mixed 
media, ceramics, photos, and narrative. The work is 
both beautiful and powerful. We invite you to join us 
at the artists’ reception.  Thanks to the talent and 
generosity of our congregation, art will be displayed 
not only in the Fireside Room but throughout the 
synagogue. Light refreshments will be served. We 
look forward to seeing you there! 
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A Gym for Writers 
     Have you always wanted to explore writing and 
other writers, but need a supportive environment 
to get the ink going? Here's an open invitation for 
all those who'd like to discuss forming a Jewish-
based writing group. 
     The possibilities might include — a place where 
we can generate new writing based on prompts 
and other self-starters, exchange information 
about our favorite Jewish writers and poets, read 
together, or something else.  
      If interested, please contact Lenore Weiss at 
webcontentlw@gmail.com  with "Gym for 
Writers"  in the subject line.   

Yoga for Renewal: 
Rooted in Jewish Mystical Teachings 

with Julie Emden of Jewish LearningWorks 

 

Sunday, September 18, 2:00-4:00pm 

     Integrate, mind, body, heart and spirit. Enhance 
your practices for living in balance and wellness with 
this gentle, grounded Iyengar-based yoga and 
movement practice infused with themes of 
realignment and renewal for the Jewish New Year. 

     Location:  4th Street Yoga, 1809 4th St., Berkeley 
     Cost:  $25.   Register: yogasept20.eventbrite.com 

     Co-sponsored by 4th Street Yoga, Chochmat HaLev, 
Congregation Netivot Shalom, Kehilla Community 

Synagogue, Temple Sinai Oakland. 

     Contact: jemden@jewishlearningworks.org 
About Julie Emden:  Julie directs the Embodied Jewish 
Learning Initiative at Jewish LearningWorks. A graduate of 
five fellowship and certification programs related to her 
work as a Jewish Educator and as a Yoga, Movement and 
Dance Instructor, Julie holds a BA from the University of 
Michigan. She holds teaching certifications in Iyengar-
based yoga from the Yoga Room in Berkeley, in Yoga and 
Jewish Spirituality from Elat Chayyim Center for Jewish 
Spirituality, and in Movement-based Expressive Arts from 
Tamalpa Institute.  

 “We Are the Bridge” Exhibit Reception 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Sunday, September 18, 1- 3 pm 
     This exhibit showcases works by artists of multiple 
faith traditions, and is sponsored by the Faith Trio 
(Kehilla, Islamic Cultural Center, and Montclair 
Presbyterian).  It includes a large selection from the 
May 2015 interfaith exhibition held at the Islamic 
Cultural Center of Northern California. Kehilla artists 
Tamar Raine, Susan Freundlich and Lea Delson are 
represented in this exhibit, along with many other 
wonderful artists.  Free Reception with Music. 

 At Osher Marin JCC  
 200 North San Pedro Rd. San Rafael 

 
Mission Dolores Window by Lea Delson 

 

The Bird of Many Colors: 
A Pre-Holy Days Ingathering 

Saturday, September 24 
Shmooze: 7:15pm  Program: 8pm 

     Gather with us one week before Rosh Hashanah, as 
we turn together toward the Days of Awe. This year, 
rather than observing Selichot with a service, all are 
welcome to an evening of community, music, stories, 
meditation and reflection.  

      Join us in the social hall for a little nosh and 
socializing, followed by a program led by the Kehilla 
spiritual leadership and musical prayer leaders, as we 
focus our awareness and maybe set some intention for 
our experience of the holy days.   If you are new to 
Kehilla, or to Kehilla’s observance of the High Holydays, 
this evening is a lovely way to begin the experience.  If 
you’re accustomed to the Selichot services of the last 
few years, you’ll find a similar opportunity in this 
program for settling into intention and reflection. 

 

mailto:webcontentlw@gmail.com
mailto:jemden@jewishlearningworks.org
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"Mrs. Reiff And The Counterfeit Shop" 
by Stephanie Anne Johnson 

A Staged Play Reading 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Sunday, September 25, 5pm 

     We are delighted to present a staged reading of 
Stephanie Anne Johnson’s newest play. This 
autobiographical portrait begins when teenaged 
Stephanie looks into the window of an art store in 
Englewood, New Jersey. 
      Welcomed by Mrs. Reiff, the owner of the 
Counterfeit Shop, they develop a decades long 
friendship which transcends age, culture, race, and 
religion. There are flashbacks to highlight this 
historical moment on the East Coast when Black 
people and Jewish people shared common cause in 
the quest for social justice. A surprising cultural 
intersection is revealed at the end of the play. 
      Susan Felix, Bruce Bierman, and Stephanie Anne 
Johnson will be the readers. Bruce Bierman will lead 
participants in Jewish dance before an open 
discussion of this play in development.   
     People of all ages are welcome to attend this 
event.  Admission is free. Donations for the actors 
and technician will be gratefully accepted. 

In the Sanctuary 

 

Sukkot Shabbat: 
Friday Evening Potluck in the Sukkah 

 
Friday, October 21, 6:30pm 

    Bring the whole family and join us for a Sukkot 
dinner in the Sukkah (and/or Social Hall). This is not a 
ritual-heavy event – our major purpose is to 
celebrate and be happy which is the very purpose 
the Torah describes for the holiday. We’ll do a few 
blessings, then a potluck dinner, conversation, 
perhaps a chance for kids to make sukkah 
decorations, and then, as you choose to, do the ritual 
of blessing the lulav palm frond and shaking in 
blessing to all the world’s directions with Rabbi 
David.   Remember: Bring a veggie potluck dish to 
share and be joyous! (Fish okay, but no shellfish, 
please.) 

 

Annual Harvest Dinner of the Faith Trio 
“Solidarity: A Spiritual Necessity”  

 

 
Saturday evening, November 5 

 
6:15 Come early if you would like to be present at the 
Muslim evening service 
6:45 Multi-Faith Blessings, Potluck Dinner (see below) 
and Conversation 
 
     The Faith Trio is an alliance of Kehilla Community 
Synagogue, Islamic Cultural Center of Northern 
California, and Montclair Presbyterian Church. Every 
year we hold an autumn gathering. Often we have a 
theme for discussion at the tables. The opening 
question this year: “What is your earliest memory of an 
experience where you met someone from another 
religious background?” Our discussions will focus on 
the spiritual necessity for interfaith solidarity.  
Designated potluck: Kehilla members bring veggy 
salads (fish okay). 

At the Islamic Cultural Center of Northern California 
1433 Madison Street, Oakland near 14th Street 
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Kehilla Neighborhood Brunches Return! 
Sunday, October 16, 11:00am-1:00pm

If you have ever wanted to find out more about the 
Kehilla members in your neighborhood and to make 
connections in your local village - come to a Kehilla 
Neighborhood Brunch!   This year our brunch is on the 
day of the first evening of Sukkot. 

WHERE: We expect to have hosts for Berkeley, 
Richmond, South Oakland and the 
Rockridge/Temescal/Grand Lake/Piedmont area of 
Oakland. WHAT: The hosts will provide juice, coffee 
and tea.   

Guests are asked to bring vegetarian brunch items to 
share. 

Save the Date and look for further announcements in 
the weekly emails or call the office!  We hope to see 
you there!  If you are willing to volunteer your home, 
please email chesed@kehillasynagogue.org.  Your offer 
will be much appreciated. 

Shalom, 
The Chesed Committee 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Erev Simchat Torah Celebration!  
Monday, October 24 

 

 

 

 

at Chochmat HaLev   
2215 Prince St., Berkeley at Fulton. 

Join with all the Bay Area Renewal communities for 
a night of sacred and ecstastic dancing to live 
music and special Torah chanting to celebrate the 
conclusion of our High Holy Day journey.    

6:00pm  Special Kids Celebration with Jen Miriam 
and Alon Altman, dance and sing around the Torah 
with  puppets, music and friends 

6:30pm Vegetarian potluck dinner 

7:00 pm Maariv, Dancing and Torah service with 
the Shirat HaLev Musicians 

9:30 pm- Kiddush and refreshments 

Donation:  Members of participating organizations: 
$15-10   General Public $20-15   Children: $5 

Save the Date! 

The Buddha & The Ba’al Shem Tov 
With Zoketsu Norman Fischer, Rabbi Burt Jacobson &  

Rabbi Dev Noily  
Come celebrate Rabbi Burt's 80th Birthday! 

Saturday Evening, November 19, 7:30pm 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

   Our own visionary teacher Rabbi Burt and noted poet, 
meditation teacher and Zen Buddhist priest, Norman 
Fischer will be in dialogue, moderated by Rabbi Dev. They 
will explore parallels in the teaching and lives of the 
Buddha and the Ba’al Shem Tov, two enlightened teachers 
who saw the Divine everywhere, and taught the spiritual 
values of mystery, compassion, love and joy. 

   Come and celebrate Rabbi Burt’s 80th birthday and 50th 
year in the rabbinate! The dialogue will be followed by 
delectable desserts and drinks in the Social Hall. 

   PLEASE NOTE – We will be celebrating Rabbi Burt’s 80th 
throughout Shabbat on November 18 & 19.  We will have 
Kabbalat Shabbat services and oneg on Friday night, and 
special Shabbat morning services and lunch on Saturday. 

Sanctuary 
 

 

 

 

mailto:chesed@kehillasynagogue.org.
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Book Discussion Group 
All Kehilla members are welcome to join us for our customary meetings on the second Monday of the month at 7pm in 
the Fireside Room. These books are from the San Francisco Jewiish Community Library and there might be copies to 
borrow. 

Monday, September 12, 7pm 
The Fixer by Bernard Malamud 

     The Fixer (1966) is Bernard Malamud's best-known 
and most acclaimed novel -- one that makes manifest his 
roots in Russian fiction, especially that of Isaac Babel.  
Set in Kiev in 1911 during a period of heightened anti-
Semitism, the novel tells the story of Yakov Bok, a Jewish 
handyman blamed for the brutal murder of a young 
Russian boy. Bok leaves his village to try his luck in Kiev, 
and after denying his Jewish identity, finds himself 
working for a member of the anti-Semitic Black 
Hundreds Society. When the boy is found nearly drained 
of blood in a cave, the Black Hundreds accuse the Jews of 
ritual murder. Arrested and imprisoned, Bok refuses to 
confess to a crime that he did not commit. 
 

 

Monday, October 10, 7pm 
Mystics of Mile End by Sigal Samuel 

     Sigal Samuel’s debut novel, in the vein of Nicole 
Krauss’s bestselling The History of Love, is an imaginative 
story that delves into the heart of Jewish mysticism, 
faith, and family. In the half-Hasidic, half-hipster 
Montreal neighborhood of Mile End, eleven-year-old Lev 
Meyer is discovering that there may be a place for 
Judaism in his life. As he learns about science in his day 
school, Lev begins his own extracurricular study of the 
Bible’s Tree of Knowledge with neighbor Mr. Katz, who is 
building his own Tree out of trash. Meanwhile his sister 
Samara is secretly studying for her Bat Mitzvah with 
next-door neighbor and Holocaust survivor, Mr. 
Glassman. All the while his father, David, a professor of 
Jewish mysticism, is a non-believer. 

 
Solar Lights for Gaza Fundraiser & 

 Pre-Shabbat Potluck 
Please join Kehilla’s Greening and Middle East Peace Committees for a potluck dinner on  

September 16 at 5:30pm and fundraiser to support the children of Gaza. 

         Gaza is still recovering from fifty-one days of 
bombing in 2014. Electricity, water, and sewage systems 
are all still very fragile, and more than 17,000 people are 
still in temporary housing. Families there are affected 
daily by rolling black-outs. Far too often electricity is 
only available for 4 hours per day. Children must do 
their homework by dangerous kerosene lamps or 
candlelight. For the last year, the Rebuilding Alliance, a 
local non-profit organization, has been fundraising and 
shpping solar powered lights to Non-Governmental 
Organizations in Gaza. Our goal is to help raise funds to 
help them send the next pallet of 1,920 solar-powered 
lights to Gaza's children. 
     Our speaker for the evening will be Donna Baranski-
Walker, founder and Executive Director of Rebuilding 
Alliance, who was in Gaza in April to distribute the first 
pallet of solar lights. Rebuilding Alliance is working with 
Palestinian Non-Governmental Organizations in Gaza to 
distribute the solar lights to children and families in 
need. Donna will explain how Rebuilding Alliance is able 
to send the solar-powered lights through the blockade 
following pre-clearance by both Palestinian and Israeli 
Customs. She also will tell us about their NGO partners 
and some of the families she visited in Gaza. This will be 

a rare opportunity to hear directly from someone who 
has spent time in Gaza supporting children and families.  
     Rebuilding Alliance has already delivered three pallets 
of solar lights so children in Gaza can safely study and 
spend time with their families. There are 700,000 
children in Gaza.  Please join us on Sept. 16th to help 
Rebuilding Alliance send more Luci Lights to Gaza's 
children. 
     We will have a Potluck Dinner in the Social Hall 
starting at 5:30. Please bring a vegetarian or fish dish to 
share.  
     And please join us after dinner and the presentation 
for a spirited, musical Kabbalat Shabbat service to sing, 
meditate, dance, and rest in the joy and peace of 
Shabbat. Led by Hazzan Shulamit and Julie Nesnansky. 
     We hope you can join us on September 16 to hear first 
hand from our guest about her experience personally 
delivering solar lights to Gaza. But if you can’t make it, 
please make a donation to this great project!  
     You can donate at this link: 
https://commitchange.com/ca/burlingame-
94010/rebuilding-alliance/events/kehilla-for-gazas-
children 

https://commitchange.com/ca/burlingame-
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You’re Invited: 
A Community Forum on the Movement for Black Lives Platform: 

Study & Conversation 

Sunday September 18, 3:30 – 7:00pm 
by Rabbi Dev Noily 

     In early August the Movement for Black Lives 
Platform was published.  Organizers described their 
project this way: 

In response to the sustained and increasingly visible 
violence against Black communities in the U.S. and 
globally, a collective of more than 50 organizations 
representing thousands of Black people from across 
the country have come together with renewed 
energy and purpose to articulate a common vision 
and agenda. 
Our resistance and rebellion are not new, but like 
other times in history have come to a critical mass, 
and the bravery of those in Ferguson and across 
the country captured the attention of the world. A 
year ago, over 2,000 of us gathered in Cleveland to 
reflect on the state of our movement for liberation 
and celebrate our people, both those who have 
fallen and those who have survived. It was there 
that we began the process of uniting to articulate a 
shared vision of the world we want to live in. 

     The Platform articulates that sweeping and radical 
vision for racial and economic justice. It addresses 
reparations, education, healthcare, housing, policing, 
militarization (domestic and foreign), incarceration, 
criminalization, community control, and other aspects 
of U.S. society and policy that impact Black lives. 
     We’re excited to come together to study the 
platform as a community and to listen deeply to what 
the Movement’s leaders are saying. Rabbi David, 
Hazzan Shulamit, Rabbi Burt and I have endorsed the 
Movement for Black Lives Platform as individuals.  As I 
read the Platform I felt the tectonic plates of racial 
injustice in our country begin to shift.  In the profound 
language of the background pieces I could hear more 
of the stories of Black lives, deepening my awareness 
of the differences between my experience as White 
person and the experiences of so many Black people I 

live alongside.   I heard the Platform as a call to listen 
to Black voices, as a call to compassion, and as a call to 
join more fully in the M4BL struggle to root out the 
injustice that continues to rot the core of our country.  
This feels like an extraordinary historic moment to me, 
and I feel humbled and grateful for the Movement for 
Black Lives as path to justice for all of us. 
     We’d like Kehilla to consider endorsing the Platform 
as an organization as well. This Forum will be our first 
communal conversation about the Platform, and will 
help us to discern the next steps in this process.   
     The primary focus of our learning and 
conversations will be the current and historic 
experiences of Black people in the U.S., and the ways 
that White supremacy has operated, and continues to 
operate in our society and in our souls. 
     We invite you to read the entire platform, either 
ahead of time or at the September 18 Community 
Forum.  The first part of the afternoon will be devoted 
to studying the Platform.  You will find links to a 
summary of the Platform, and to the deeper analysis 
of each of its six parts on our website at this link: 
http://kehillasynagogue.org/event/a-community-
forum-on-the-movement-for-black-lives-platform-
study-conversation/  
     After doing text study with the Platform we’ll have 
a break and a nosh/snack.  The second half of the 
afternoon will be a compassionate listening-style 
session, where people gather in facilitated small 
groups to share their responses, reactions to and 
questions about the platform.  We will have at least 
one small group for People of Color.  We’ll end with 
everyone coming together to share highlights from the 
small group conversations.  You may come for the 
whole time, or just the first half, or just the second 
half.   [continued on p. 13.]

 

http://kehillasynagogue.org/event/a-community-
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New Adult Education Classes Fall 2016 

To Register for Classes: You can register and pay online at www.KehillaSynagogue.org (click on the 
"LEARN" link and then click on Adult Education), or send check payable to Kehilla to Kehilla, 

 1300 Grand Ave., Piedmont, CA 94610.  

 
 
“700 Benches: Experiencing Biblical Hebrew” 
Class 
Begins September 8, 6:30pm 
Taught by Jenna Kemp 
Have you ever wanted to read and understand Torah 
Hebrew? As a first phase in the launch of Kehilla’s new 
“700 Benches” beit-midrash program,  Kehilla is 
offering  a class designed to be an immersive 
experience in the language and structure of biblical 
Hebrew. What do we mean by “immersive?" Think of 
once a week jumping into the deep end of the pool—
with water wings as needed, swim buddies, and a 
lifeguard. 
This class is a multi-level beit-midrash in which 
students will learn the grammar that will allow them 
to begin reading biblical Hebrew without an English 
translation. Working primarily in chevrutah (pairs, 
small groups), we will learn grammar together, while 
simultaneously reading biblical narrative in Hebrew. 
People at all levels of Hebrew abilities are encouraged 
to join. Students will be expected to do some 
homework and memorization, but the emphasis is on 
concepts and resources that will allow you to begin to 
“swim” on your own! 
If you are interested in the class, but need some work 
on your aleph-bet, you will find resources to help get 
you up to speed on our website at this link: 
http://kehillasynagogue.org/online-hebrewbiblical-
text-resources/ 
Prerequisite: Aleph-bet and Vowels 
Dates:  Thursdays, Sept. 8- Sept. 29, Oct. 27, Nov. 3 (A 
six-session series) 
Time: 6:30-8:30pm 
Cost: $150 Kehilla members, $180 General Public.  No 
one turned away for lack of ability to pay the full 
amount. If you are unable to pay the full amount, 
please contact sjgrodin@comcast.net. 
Questions? Contact Jenna Stover-Kemp at 
jennakemp25@gmail.com or Sharon Grodin at 
sjgrodin@comcast.net. No one is turned away for lack 
of funds; please discuss this with us. 

 
 

 
 
Conversion Group  
Begins September 12, 7:30pm 
Led by Rabbi Dev Noily and Sharon Grodin 

 Kehilla’s conversion group is the communal portion of 
a process of individual inquiry that each participant 
anticipates will lead to adopting Judaism.  Kehilla’s 
spiritual leaders Rabbi Dev and Sharon Grodin are 
available to guide participants in their reading, 
selection of classes, and experiences that inform their 
education toward discernment about this decision. 
 The group is not an “introduction to Judaism” class, 
but rather a forum where participants reflect on and 
share insights about the studies and experiences each 
is undertaking within Kehilla and elsewhere.  The 
group meets once a month for 1-1/2 hours, which 
typically includes some learning together and 
responding to each others’ questions. Because this 
group is intended to support conversion in the 
context of Kehilla community, after the first two 
sessions, participants are expected to decide whether 
Kehilla is a good fit for them; if so, participants will be 
come members, and if not, participants will be 
supported in finding an alternative for their 
conversion studies. 
If you are interested in this group, please contact 
Sharon Grodin at sjgrodin@comcast.net.  
Dates:  Mondays, Sept. 12, Nov. 14, Dec. 12  
Cost: No charge (but see above about membership).  
Led by Rabbi Dev and Sharon Grodin. 
Location: Sanctuary/Buber Room 

 

http://www.KehillaSynagogue.org
http://kehillasynagogue.org/online-hebrewbiblical-
mailto:sjgrodin@comcast.net.
mailto:jennakemp25@gmail.com
mailto:sjgrodin@comcast.net.
mailto:sjgrodin@comcast.net.
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Adult Education (continued) 
 
"Drumming As Prayer" Class 
A Two-Class Series: September 18 & September 21 
Taught by Debbie Fier, Kehilla Musical Prayer Leader & 
“Heartbeat of the Service"  
     Drumming is an active form of meditation. It 
provides a wonderful way to be present, express 
yourself and learn how to drum with a group in sacred 
community space. At Kehilla, we are creating an 
intergenerational drum group, called Ketzev Kehilla, 
(the Beats of Kehilla), and we have been learning 
some of the rhythms for the Kehilla melodies and also 
drumming at our Chai Shabbat services. 
     This is a two-class series. It can be taken as a series 
or as individual classes. (However, if you want to 
drum at High Holy Days services, you must come to 
both classes.) 
       Those who wish to will have the opportunity to 
drum for our High Holy Days services at the Scottish 
Rite Center in Oakland. Participants who want to join 
us in drumming need to commit to coming to both 
classes of the series (exceptions may be made IF you 
have taken previous ‘Drumming as Prayer’ classes with 
Debbie. In those cases you must come to at least 1 
class). If you have taken this class before, and enjoy 
drumming in our Kehilla circle, please come to the 
class!  We will always learn new rhythms, practice new 
exercises and continue building on what we have 
previously done. 
     All ages and all levels welcome!  Please bring a 
drum if you have one.  If you need a drum for the 
class, please email Sasha@kehillasynagogue.org and 
we will do our best to provide one. Hand percussion 
(shakers, claves, etc.) will be provided. 
     Dates: Sunday, Sept 18 - 4-5:30 and Wednesday,  
Sept 21, 7-8:30 in the Fireside Room.  
    Cost:  2-class series: $36 members/ $46 non-
members; Individual class: $20 members/ $25 non-
members 
    Location: Fireside Room 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Chai Mitzvah Group Forming: “A Jewish Year” 
Begins Sunday, October 16, 5:30pm 

In response to many requests for a more structured, 
group-based program for exploring Judaism, Kehilla is 
offering a Chai Mitzvah group beginning in October.  
What is “Chai Mitzvah,” you ask?  It’s a curriculum and 
structure created by a Jewish-multidenominational 
(including Renewal) group of rabbis and educators, 
designed to support group study and a period of 
committed personal exploration.  No prior experience 
with Judaism or Hebrew is required.  Here’s what the 
creators have to say about it: 

“Chai Mitzvah is a unique adult engagement program 
that encourages an integrated, experiential approach 
to Jewish life through five simple components. Each 
participant:  

1. Attends monthly group learning with a set 
curriculum provided by Chai Mitzvah.  

2. Chooses an independent study topic for the year.  

3. Chooses a ritual/spiritual practice to take on for the 
year.  

4. Chooses a social action activity to commit to for the 
year.  

5. Celebrates the journey!”  

In our case, we’ve chosen “A Jewish Year” as an 
overarching theme. Participants will investigate and 
experience the Jewish calendar as it occurs, separately 
or together, as interests dictate.  Our mitzvah group 
will meet on third Sundays starting in October, with 
minimal costs set to cover our fee from Chai Mitzvah 
for the materials (the more participants, the lower the 
cost, but we are setting the initial registration fee 
$18/person for the 9-month period).  The group may 
decide to engage speakers or project leaders on 
particular topics and share the cost of that additional 
enrichment.  For more information about the 
program, see www.chaimitzvah.org.  For questions 
about our group, contact sjgrodin@comcastnet. 

Dates: Monthly for 9 months, beginning Sunday,  
Oct. 16, 5:30-7pm 

Cost: $18/person 

Location: Back classsroom, main floor 

mailto:Sasha@kehillasynagogue.org
http://www.chaimitzvah.org.
mailto:sjgrodin@comcastnet.
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Adult Education (continued) 
 

Elements of Magical Judaism 
Begins Monday, October 16, 6:00pm 
with Reclaiming* Teachers  
Jude Elf & Maggid Jonathan Furst 
Join us for a six-week exploration of Earth-based 
Judaism through the elements of Earth, Air, Fire, 
Water and Spirit. Develop personal practices and 
improvisational ritual co-creation skills, blending 
modern G!ddess-oriented magic with traditional 
Jewish and ancient Hebraic spirituality.  
Dates: Mondays, October 17 - November 21, 6pm  
Cost: $240-$90 sliding scale 
Location: Sanctuary 
For More Info: contact jfurst@pobox.com or  
415-516-4904 
*Learn more about Reclaiming here: 
http://www.reclaiming.org/  
Co-sponsored by the Jewitch Collective and Derech 
Ha'Aretz Outdoor Yeshiva 
 
I Never Knew Hebrew Could Be So Much Fun 
Class 
Begins Sunday, October 23, 10:30am 
Taught by Bracha Stone 
Once again Bracha is offering her fabulous course in 
beginning Hebrew. Absolutely no previous Hebrew 
experience is required or expected. Come and find out 
why you don’t have to know very much at all in order 
to have Hebrew take on a very special place in your 
life. Bracha loves to teach this class since adults tend 
to be very compliant students and they ask such 
serious questions. Form a community of like-minded 
adults, play games, sing songs and learn, learn, learn.  
Repeaters welcomed!! 

Dates:  Sunday, Oct. 23, 30, Nov. 6, 10:30am-11:45am 
Cost:  $54 members, $66 nonmembers 
Location: Given at the time of registration. 
Call Bracha for questions or concerns. 510-703-2220. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Personalizing Our Experience With Jewish 
Liturgy 
First meeting: Sunday, October 23, 6:30pm 
A new group convened by Bracha Stone 
Designed for those who want to explore an expanded 
and creative relationship to Jewish liturgy. While there 
is no expectation of a belief in "God," this group is 
designed for those who desire to personally connect 
to "something-bigger-than-us" and/or "the-wisdom-
deep-within-us." We will witness and be witnessed as 
we explore our attraction and creative responses to 
traditional Jewish prayer practice. We will meet 
together once a month for 5 months. We will also 
participate in a weekly email conversation concerning 
our intentions, and the challenges and blessings we 
experience as we enact our them. 
Dates:  First meeting is Sunday, Oct. 23, 6:30-8:30. 
There will be a meeting at the same time in the 
evening in November, December, January and 
February. Specific dates for each month will be 
determined by October 1st.  
Cost:  $120 members, $150 nonmembers 
Location: Given at the time of registration.  
Call Bracha for questions or concerns. 510-703-2220.  

A Class in the Poetic Word 
Begins Wednesday, October 26, 7pm 
Taught by Lenore Weiss 
Come learn about several outstanding twentieth-
century American Jewish poets, including a number of 
contemporary writers. The four-session class will 
examine work by poets who express diverse 
connections to the Jewish experience.  For the first 
hour of each session, we will examine and discuss the 
poet’s work. Using writing prompts from the readings, 
during the second hour we will respond to the poetry 
in whatever written form we choose. Open to all. No 
writing experience is required. Special guest visits by 
local poets. All lovers of the word are encouraged to 
participate. Bring a notebook and pen. 
Dates: Wednesday, Oct. 26, Nov.  9,  Nov. 23, Nov. 30, 
7-9pm 
Cost: $88 members, $112 nonmembers 
Location: Fireside Room 
 

mailto:jfurst@pobox.com
http://www.reclaiming.org/
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A Community Forum on the Movement for Black Lives Platform 
[continued] 
     Part of the platform, called Invest/Divest, deals 
with connections between U.S. military spending and 
interventions abroad on the one hand, and the lack of 
funding for domestic social needs and militarization of 
U.S. police on the other hand. This part of the 
platform also addresses U.S. military support for Israel 
and the unjust treatment of Palestinians under 
Occupation, using language that some Jewish people 
and organizations have objected to strongly.   
     Our intention is to create a community forum that 
centers the Platform’s demands for racial and 

economic justice, while making space for the complex 
emotional responses that may arise for us in 
relationship to Jewish identity, racial identity and all 
the aspects of ourselves that make each of us who we 
are.  
     Please be in touch with us if you have questions or 
feedback.  
     RSVP if you can  to Sasha@kehillasynagogue.org.  
 – it will help us a lot as we plan the afternoon. 

 
 

Join the 30th Annual G.R.I.P. Harmony Walk in Richmond 
To End Hunger & Homelessness-to Benefit the Greater Richmond Interfaith Program 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     On October 29, Greater Richmond Interfaith 
Program is hosting its 30th annual Harmony Walk/Run 
to End Homelessness in Richmond. Several Kehilla 
members and members of St. John’s Church joined a 
team last year in memory of David McPhail and Judy 
Abel, GRIP activists who both died in September, 
2015.  
     That team raised over $1,000 in support of the 
Souper Center, a program operated by GRIP, which 
serves meals to homeless and needy residents and 
also runs a family shelter. David and Irene, his wife, 
both Kehilla members, and Betty Young, started a 
group now called David’s Dinner Group which 
prepares a monthly meal for families staying at the 
GRIP shelter. Several Kehilla members, people who 
had been members of an El Cerrito church where 
David had ministered, and members of St John’s 
Presbyterian Church in Berkeley, are in the dinner 
group as well. 
     David did this Walk every year through 2014. 

Kehilla members have another opportunity this year 
to remember and honor David while helping to ease 
homelessness. 
     We encourage everyone’s participation in or pledge 
of money to the team. We will have a team name and 
a team page set-up with the Harmony Walk website 
by mid-September. 
     The web address with a link to our team page & 
further details will be provided in the Kehilla weekly 
e-mails.    
     Check-in on October 29 begins at 9:00 a.m. The Run 
starts at 10:30 a.m. The Walk starts at 10:45 a.m. You 
can walk or run for as much, or as little, a distance as 
you want.  And, there will be a festival in the park 
after the walk.  
     Please consider sending a donation or joining the 
team after the team page is setup. If you have 
questions about the team, feel free to contact Sue 
Goldberg directly at suegoldberg@sbcglobal.net 

 
Pictured: Alex Madonik, Ruthie Levin, Richard Speiglman, Sue Goldberg 

 

mailto:Sasha@kehillasynagogue.org.
mailto:suegoldberg@sbcglobal.net
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An Interview with Spiritual Leader Avi Rose 
by Bill Lazarus

     More refugees are 
fleeing persecution now 
than at any time since the 
end of World War II, says 
Avi Rose, who has spent 
most of his life as a political 
and social activist, and who 
now finds himself turning 
more and more to issues of 
immigration and the flood 
of people seeking safe 
haven. With millions of 
refugees left homeless and 
nationless as the result of 
warfare in Syria and 
elsewhere, Avi sees the 

Jewish response as extending “beyond empathizing. 
“It’s identifying,” he says. “We need to see ourselves 
as coming out of Egypt.” 

     “We were strangers. We know the heart of the 
stranger,” adds Avi, who is executive director of 
Jewish Family and Community Services East Bay . That 
“central narrative” of the Jewish people is a key these 
days to the work of JFCS. About 2,000 of the 8,000 
people it annually serves are refugees and other 
immigrants. While the work of JFCS has historically 
been geared toward helping the Jewish community, it 
is not exclusively so. Avi says, “Tikkun Olam is not 
about bringing healing only to the Jewish people. It’s 
about “olam.” It’s about the world as a whole.” 

     When Avi started work at JFCS in 2005, the agency 
was already involved with helping immigrants from all 
over the world. When the surge of Jewish immigration 
from the Former Soviet Union subsided in the 1990’s, 
JFCS began to serve people from other countries, 
including Afghanistan, Bosnia, Cambodia, Iran, Iraq 
and Syria. Many of these refugees are Muslims. JFCS 
currently helps numerous families from Afghanistan, 
many of whom were subject to persecution after 
assisting Americans in the war against the Taliban. 
JFCS also has devoted itself to helping LGBT refugees 
fleeing particularly harsh oppression because of their 
sexual orientation or gender identities. 

     As a youth, Avi grew up mostly in Phoenix in a 
liberal Jewish family, largely out-of-kilter with the 

mostly right-wing community. His dad hailed from the 
Bronx, and was himself the son of immigrant parents 
who made their way to the United States from 
Lithuania. When Avi was 13, he moved with his family 
to Sacramento, and soon started spending time in the 
Bay Area. It was the late 1960s and “politics, drugs and 
rock and roll — it was all here.” 

     Avi became a political activist in high school, and 
chose to go to college at Brandeis, which was a hotbed 
of leftist politics. While he came out as a gay man in 
college, his activism was focused more on anti-war 
work and economic issues. After college, he worked 
for a period as a union steward. Avi joined other 
progressive Jews in the Boston Committee to 
Challenge Antisemitism and became, in the 1980s, 
involved in New Jewish Agenda, a national 
organization that he co-chaired, and that focused on a 
wide variety of issues, including Mid-East peace, 
feminism, disarmament, LGBT rights, oppression in 
Central America and the sanctuary movement. Avi 
also took up work battling AIDS, and co-edited Twice 
Blessed, a book about gay and lesbian Jews. 

     While Avi was aware of immigration issues, it 
wasn’t then a focus of his work and activism. That 
changed in 2005 when he started at JCFS and found it 
“powerful” to be working to help both Russian Jews 
and Afghan Muslims. “I’m really impressed by the 
resilience of most of the refugees whom we are 
helping.  They are individuals with their own quirks, 
strengths and shortcomings, and most have 
experienced significant trauma. It is a huge 
undertaking to leave your home – everyone and 
everything you know – and start your life over again in 
a new country..” 

     While, culturally, the Bay Area is “really welcoming, 
economically, this is a really hard area to come to,” Avi 
says. As a result, families crowd into small living 
quarters together, and people work two or three jobs 
to get by. 

     At seders, Avi has hosted refugees. “It’s powerful to 
be at a seder with somebody who has recently had to 
‘leave Egypt,’” he says. Avi also asks, “What is more 
Jewish than resettling refugees?” He answers himself 
in a word. “Nothing.”
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A Note on the Israel/Palestine Values Survey 
by Rabbi David J. Cooper 

 
     Last month we send out to every member 
household a survey to determine support for a 
statement of values on Israel/Palestine. One could 
indicate where one stood on a spectrum from very 
much disagreeing to strong agreement (scale of 1 to 
5). 
     As of this writing, 141 responses have been 
received. 
     99 responses are 5’s – strongly agree. (71.7%) 
     26 are 4’s – generally agree (18.8%) 
     7 are 3’s – more or less neutral (5.1%) 
     3 are 2’s – generally disagree (2.2%) 

     3 are 1’s – very much disagree (2.2%) 
     In a few days, I will be reading the many written 
comments on the proposed wording and I plan to 
print some of them in the November Kol Kehilla, with 
the permission of their authors to print with ascription 
or anonymously. 
     The decision to adopt the statement as is (or with 
grammatical changes) will be in the hands of the 
Kehilla Board. Currently the plan is that in October the 
results of the survey and representative comments 
and suggestions will be forwarded to the Board for 
their consideration and action. 

 
Chevra Kadisha Sh'mira Readings Project 

 
    Kehilla’s Chevra Kadisha is pleased to announce the 
completion of our “Sh’mira Readings Project.”  We 
now have two beautiful volumes that can be used by 
the shomrim (“watchers”) –those who sit with the 
body of a community member who has died until the 
time of burial. 
    Traditionally, shomrim read Psalms during the 
sh’mira  (“watching”).  In Kehilla we have provided 
other readings—poetry and prose from Jewish and 
non-Jewish sources as well as portions of our liturgy—
so that each shomer might deepen his or her own 
reflections on the meaning of life and death.   
     As we embarked on revising and expanding these 
additional readings, our discussions and study led us 
to taking a closer look at The Book of Psalms as well.  
We looked at many different translations and 

interpretations and selected the one for each Psalm 
that we thought invoked the values of Jewish Renewal 
movement.  
     A small group from Kehilla’s Chevra Kadisha 
traveled to Boston in June to present a workshop on 
these readings and to discuss Kehilla’s approach to 
sh’mira at the annual K’vod v Nichum (“honor and 
comfort”) conference.  More than thirty people 
attended our workshop and received our presentation 
with great enthusiasm.   
     We will formally present Kehilla’s Readings for 
Shmira and Psalms for Shmira at the Morning Service, 
Sept 17.  We invite the entire community to join in 
our simcha and to learn more about the practice of 
sh’mira.   

 

Finding Your Spiritual Direction 
 
     Spiritual direction is a process of inner listening that 
enables individuals to discern the movement of the 
Spirit in their lives, so they can come to understand 
both the spiritual dimension and the spiritual direction 
of their experience. In this sense, spiritual direction is 
a pathway to teshuvah, toward finding one’s way back 
to the Source that birthed and sustains each of us.  

     Spiritual directors have been trained to help those 
seeking the Spirit to find direction. They also help 
seekers find appropriate spiritual practices. 

     Rabbi Burt offers individual Kehilla congregants 
hour-long meetings in spiritual direction. Any Kehilla 
member is entitled to such a session once a year 
without cost. Burt usually meets with congregants at 
Kehilla on Tuesday afternoons and evenings, several 
times a month. He also sees people at his home in El 
Sobrante at other times during the week. If you are 
interested in meeting with Rabbi Burt, please contact 
him at Rabburt@earthlink.net, or by calling 
510.283.5704. 

 
 

mailto:Rabburt@earthlink.net,
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Competing Death Penalty Initiatives on November Ballot 

by Beth Weinberger 
 

     This November we'll have a chance to vote again to 
repeal California's death penalty, replacing it with Life 
Without Possibility of Parole.  Unfortunately, a 
competing measure that would attempt to change the 
appeals process to expedite executions has caused 
confusion, especially as the latter measure's title is 
misleading.  So here's an explanation of each of the 
initiatives with recommendations in keeping with 
Kehilla policy. 

 
The Justice that Works Act of 2016—Proposition #62  

 This is essentially the same as Prop. 34 on the 
2012 ballot, which Kehilla supported.  It would replace 
the death penalty with life without the possibility of 
parole.  It would: 

 End state killing and eliminate the possibility 
of executing innocent people.  Since 1973, 
156 people, convicted of murder, have been 
exonerated, 3 of them in California. 

 Keep dangerous criminals from ever being 
released. 

 Save approximately $150 million a year that 
could be put to more productive use. 

 Increase to 60% the portion of wages earned 
by persons sentenced to life without parole 
that may go to victim restitution funds. 

Recommendation:  Support Prop. 62 
 
Death Penalty Reform & Savings Act of 2016—
Proposition #66 

  Prop. 66 attempts to “reform” a  failed death 
penalty system by changing the appeals process.  It 
would remove current safeguards, limit the ability to 
present new evidence of innocence and set unrealistic 
deadlines for trials and appeals.  The changed 

procedures and new deadlines would force hiring of 
hundreds of new, inexperienced attorneys at taxpayer 
expense. If it succeeded, it would: 

 Increase the chances of wrongful convictions 
and execution of innocent people 

 Interfere with our due process and appeals 
processes, which might be found 
unconstitutional after costly and lengthy 
lawsuits. 

 Authorize the state to house death row 
inmates in new prisons. 

 Model California's system after Texas' rapid 
execution mill. 

 Move appeals from the state Supreme Court 
to local county courts, prioritizing these cases 
and the shortened timelines.  It would 
overwhelm lower courts and severely limit 
their ability to hear other types of cases or 
conduct any other court business. 

Recommendation: Oppose Prop. 66 
 
        This fall you'll have a chance to hear more about, 
question and discuss these initiatives, as well 
as a number of others at a Kehilla Ballot Initiatives 
evening, October 17.  Mark your calendars and see 
Richard Speiglman's article, also in this issue, on some 
of the other initiatives, researched and recommended 
by Oakland Community Organizations (OCO.) 
     If you want more information now about the death 
penalty initiatives; if you want to help with the 
campaigns or donate to them, go to 
www.yeson62.com or contact me at 
bethw0104@mindspring.com.  

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Not Registered to Vote?  
 

Please contact karenrachels@gmail.com 
of Kehilla’s Economic Justice Committee 
She will help you get registered before 

the November election 

http://www.yeson62.com
mailto:bethw0104@mindspring.com.
mailto:karenrachels@gmail.com
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Community Discussion of Ballot Propositions and Local Measures 
by Richard Speiglman 

 
Monday, October 17, 7-9pm 

Kehilla Social Hall 
Sponsored by  

Kehilla Economic Justice Committee, Greening Committee and Anti-Death Penalty Action Group 

Bring yourself, your friends and your family, your questions and your answers 

     When I was a kid in Des Moines, reform Rabbi 
Edward Zerin (Temple B’nai Jeshurun) used to implore 
youth – perhaps it was at our B’nai Mitzvot – to be 
“informed, participating Jews.”  I may have taken this 
to be the 11th Commandment, and I think the 
instruction was responsible for my 50-something years 
of reading at least the local, state, and national news 
sections of the daily newspaper.  Sometime later, a 
sociology professor suggested that the important 
news appears in the business section.  We won’t get 
into the question of sports news. 

     I never fully understood the Jews part of the 
obligation.  But nevertheless I’m pretty sure the 
informed/participating charge includes voting and, to 
the extent possible, understanding the implications of 
your vote prior to casting it. 

     In their length, California ballots present a serious 
challenge.  We need each other’s help to become well-
informed prior to voting.  Instead of sitting home 
alone the night before the election frantically trying to 
decide how to vote on propositions and local 
measures, on the evening of October 17th please join 
other community members to discuss ballot 
measures. 

 Bring your sample ballot (and your mail-in or 
absentee ballot if you have one) 

 Join discussion of some of the most important 
state and local ballot measures (if only we had 
time to tend to all of them!) 

 Written materials on all the state propositions 
and some local measures will be available, 
including recommendations from Kehilla, 
Oakland Community Organizations (OCO), and 
other organizations 

 Kehilla members and others actively engaged 
in working on some of the measures will offer 
brief presentations 

 
See the next page for OCO's recommendations on 

several state, county, and City of Oakland issues.  
We’ll have expanded endorsement information by 
October 17th.   

 
Please forward information on other measures, or 

for other localities, to Richard or Beth: 

rspeiglman@sbcglobal.net  

bethw0104@mindspring.com   

Or bring the information with you on October 17th.   

If possible, RSVP to Beth or Richard (see their 
contact information above.) 

mailto:rspeiglman@sbcglobal.net
mailto:bethw0104@mindspring.com
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Oakland Community Organizations 

Recommendations on CA, Alameda County, and City of Oakland issues 

Number Title or focus Content OCO 
endorsement 

State Propositions 

55 Tax extension 
Extends the temporary personal income tax on 
incomes over $250,000 to fund education and 

health care (Prop 30 extension) 
Support 

56 Tobacco tax Increases the cigarette tax to $2 / pack Support 

 57 Public Safety & 
Rehabilitation Act 

Increases parole chances for felons convicted of 
non-violent crimes and provides more 

opportunities to earn credits for good behavior 
Support 

 62 Death penalty Repeals the death penalty in CA Support* 

64 Adult Use of Marijuana Act 
Legalizes adults’ growing, possessing, and using 

marijuana for nonmedical purposes, with certain 
restrictions; establishes regulatory system for 

legal market.  

Neutral 

Alameda County Measures 

A Affordable Housing bond 
(property tax) 

Funding for a variety of approaches to promote 
affordable housing  Support 

Oakland City and School District Measures  

JJ Protect Oakland Renters 
Act  

Strengthen tenants’ rights by requiring owners to 
petition through the Rent Board for rent increases 

above annual CPI, extending just cause eviction 
protections to buildings built through 1995, and 

increasing Rent Board transparency and 
accountability 

Support 

LL 
Form civilian oversight 
commission of police 

department 
Promotes civilian oversight of police department Support 

KK 
Infrastructure 

improvements bond 
(property tax) 

Funding for a variety of improvements to streets, 
sidewalks, public buildings, and some funds for 

affordable housing 
Neutral  

HH Tax distributors of sugar-
sweetened beverages 

Promotes public health by raising price of sugar-
sweetened beverages Support 

G1 Oakland Unified School 
District  bond (parcel tax) 

Funds educator salary increases and middle 
school improvements (as of last draft seen) No vote (yet) 

* Kehilla recommends a yes vote on Prop. 62 and a no vote on Prop 66 (which would speed-up 
executions).  See accompanying article, “Competing Death Penalty Initiatives on November Ballot" on 
p. 17. 
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Seeking Shelter in the Days of Awe:  
 Immigrants and Refugees, Longing and Home 
[continued from p. 1] 
 
You can read a more complete description of our 
theme below.  Throughout the High Holy Days season 
and beyond, we’ll be integrating the spiritual practices 
of this time with ways to learn about and respond to 
the crises of migration that are shaking our world.  
During High Holy Days services we’ll hear from some 
of the folks in our community about their experiences 
with immigrants and refugees.  We’ll also have 
resources available during services about how to 
connect with local groups and join in efforts to 
respond.   
    And in the months following the High Holy Days, 
we’ll host a series of four community workshops, 
featuring congregants working to support immigrants 
and refugees.  The workshop topics are: Considering 
Offering Housing to a Refugee; Being Part of an 
Accompaniment Team for an Immigrant Family or 
Unaccompanied Minor; Immigration Policy, Advocacy 
and Intersectionality with Economic and Racial Justice 
Issues; and Kehilla as Sanctuary/Refuge for 
Immigrants.  
    May our practice during this season help each of us 
grow toward greater wholeness, joy, compassion and 
justice. 
    Our Theme for 5777:  Immigrants and Refugees, 
Longing and Home  
    A river goes out from the first place that was home, 
to water the garden, and from there it divides and 
becomes four headwaters. (Bereshit 2:10) 
    In the beginning all was one, undifferentiated and 
whole.  To come into the joy of embodied life is also to 
come into separateness.  And to be separate is to long 
for reconnection, to yearn for wholeness and for 
home.  The Yamim Nora’im (High Holy Days) point us 

in the direction of home, and outfit us for the promise 
and uncertainty of the journey.  We soften our hearts 
and open lines of communication with people we’ve 
hurt and who have hurt us.  We practice 
accountability, forgiveness, compassion and 
generosity.  We touch those who are dear to us with 
an extra measure of tenderness and gratitude. 
    This year we set out on this path in a world of 
growing displacement and migration. People forced 
from their homes by war, violence, poverty, drought, 
gentrification, and a swiftly changing climate are 
fighting for survival and searching for a refuge where 
they and their families can be safe.  Some in Kehilla 
are personally impacted, and many in our community 
are stepping up to help--by working to end structural 
violence, by challenging the economics underlying 
displacement, by offering loving personal support to 
immigrants and refugees, by fighting for policies that 
welcome immigrants and refugees, and by joining the 
struggle against deportation, targeting and 
discrimination against people who are undocumented.  
    As a community this year we will enter the inner 
landscape of exile and return.  We’ll encounter the 
stranger who dwells within us, and the stranger who 
dwells among us.  Together we will turn toward this 
tidal wave of displacement, expanding our capacity to 
welcome and support the growing number of 
immigrants and refugees in our midst.  As Torah 
teaches (Lev. 19:33-34), When a stranger resides with 
you in your land, you shall not wrong them.  The 
stranger who resides with you shall be to you as one of 
your citizens; you shall love them as yourself, for you 
were strangers in the land of Mitzrayim. 
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Coming Soon: Pronoun Stickers for Your Nametag 
by Hazzan Shulamit Wise Fairman, Lynn Bravewomon and Rabbi Dev Noily 

  
   As Davey Shlasko writes in the 
Trans*Ally Workbook, 
    “Most of the time, most people 
are on autopilot about pronouns. 
They call all women she, her and 
hers, and all men he, him and his. 
But being on autopilot doesn’t 
always work. Sometimes—
especially, but not only, when 
talking about trans* people—it can 
lead you to call someone a pronoun 
that isn’t what they’re usually 
called or what they want to be 
called.”  
     We are continuing to make 
Kehilla a more welcoming and 
inclusive space for all of our 
members.  All of us appreciate it 
when other people see us as who 
we are.  For  trans* people 
pronouns can be a constant source 
of being seen and affirmed when preferred pronouns 
are used by others; conversely the absence of 
accurate pronouns denies a critical piece of 
recognition and affirmation of identity. 
     Kehilla’s intention to build gender pronoun 
language in our community culture is part of gender-

inclusion efforts that reverse the 
invisibility caused when the wrong 
pronouns are used. 
     As a community of spiritual practice, 
it feels especially important that Kehilla 
be a place where everyone can be seen 
and affirmed in all of who we are.  So 
soon you’ll see a set of pronoun 
stickers next to our nametags. 
 Everyone has the option to add a 
pronoun sticker to your nametag, to let 
others know which pronouns you use.  
By using a sticker, cisgender people can 
support others in our community for 
whom “pronoun autopilot” doesn’t 
work well. 
     Whatever our gender identity, all of 
us have some experiences of resonance 
with the gender we were raised in, and 
some experiences of dissonance with 
the gender we were raised in.  We can 

all lean into those experiences to cultivate our 
compassion for ourselves and each other as we 
navigate this complex and shifting terrain of gender 
identity. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
    

    

A vocabulary moment: 

trans* refers to people whose 
gender identity is different from 

the gender identity they were 
assigned at birth, including 

people who are transgender, 
genderqueer, gender-

nonconforming, gender non-
binary, gender fluid, gender 

fabulous people. 

Cisgender refers to people 
whose gender identity is, for the 

most part, aligned with the 
gender they were assigned at 
birth and in which they were 

socialized. 

Kehilla Sings! 

 
         Interested in being part of a Kehilla Choir this Fall 
and Winter? We may offer this opportunity through 
our Adult Ed program with Bon Singer, a veteran 
cantor and synagogue choir director who has also 
directed Ya'Elah and Kitka.  
     PLEASE click on the following link and fill out a short 
questionnaire by Aug 28 to help us discern whether 
and how to move forward, and pass it on to your 
friends! 

 https://goo.gl/forms/Vd6jFONpn4IphBrK2 

https://goo.gl/forms/Vd6jFONpn4IphBrK2
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The Annual Kehilla Membership Retreat:  
Toward Further Improvements in Accessibility  

by Marilyn Golden & Don Stone 

In our debrief after another successful annual retreat, Kehilla’s Retreat Committee discussed how to achieve further 
improvements in the accessibility of the retreat to all members. Below is a report.  It addresses all dimensions of 
accessibility including affordability, access to the location, planning issues, and mobility access.  
 

Addressing Accessibility  at the Annual Kehilla Summer Retreat

     In the Retreat Committee’s debriefing of this year’s 
retreat, one focus of discussion has been about the 
accessibility challenges of Bort Meadow. There are 
various kinds of accessibility needs, including   
affordability, location, registration constraints, and 
physical mobility, all which contribute to the retreat 
location and experience being attractive and 
welcoming. 
     Affordability. We’ve had many comments that our 
past weekend retreats at retreat centers were out of 
the price range of many individuals and especially 
families—even with elective camping such as at Walker 
Creek Ranch.  
    Location issues: We have had requests for a location 
that is easy to get to on a Friday afternoon for people 
who want to camp the first night—and also for people 
who want make a round trip on Saturday. At Bort 
Meadow and at Walker Ranch, there is lack of cell 
phone reception. This can limit some members’ 
capacity to take part. Sometimes at Bort, there have 
been difficulties getting in and out of the locked gate 
when no one was on duty Friday.  
     Planning flexibility.  We need a site that is big 
enough that it does not require us to commit to a 
certain attendance well in advance. It helps to have 
flexibility that allows for final week commitment to 
attending, or even the day-of. Camping or easy 
commuting helps last minute planning and increases 
the numbers attending—about 25-30% of participants 
sign up or show up the last week. 
     Physical mobility. Challenges come with bumpiness 
or steepness of the terrain, any steps (none at Bort 
Meadow), accessibility to bathrooms (new Bort 
Meadow bathrooms are wheelchair accessible, though 
far from activities), parking availability, drop-off option 
for those needing it, and distance between the 
different stations—food, service, bathrooms, drop-off 
spot. We have had requests from people with mobility 
needs to have more accommodations so that they can 
attend either Bort Meadow, or another site.  
     Given these parameters, we are proceeding in the 
following manner: 

      *Reserve Bort Meadow for a weekend in July 2017 
(already have requested 7/14-16/2017, will hear back 
in late October if we got it). 
     *Tell anyone interested that we welcome their 
research on an alternative site that takes into account 
the factors mentioned above (our deposit for Bort 
Meadow, assuming we get our request, will be small 
enough to forfeit if we find a better site). 
     *Be proactive in responding to accessibility needs. 
Build into the reservation process a way to 
communicate specific needs and figure out best 
practices to meet them. For instance, the registration 
form/website will have a contact person for 
accessibility needs when we start to advertise next 
year’s retreat—Marilyn Golden may be filling this 
function. So coming up with solutions to specific needs 
can be creatively addressed well in advance. 
     Several congregants have already volunteered to 
assist with accessibility issues, including suggesting 
other sites/centers and being available to accompany 
individuals needing assistance to navigate at Bort 
Meadow, which is largely relatively flat, though the 
ground has a bumpy, uneven surface. 
     *Research alternative means of conveyance to 
transport individuals from point to point at the Bort 
Meadow site, possibly in ways that make use of the 
assistance from a volunteer. This research has already 
begun, with an initial finding that vehicles like golf carts 
are probably too expensive to own, rent, or transport 
from rental locations. Kehilla may have access to one 
or more ordinary wheelchairs that can be used. Or, all 
terrain wheelchairs may be one possibility. There may 
be other ways to deal with the bumpy terrain between 
the car turn-around and the dining tables that are not 
dependent upon volunteer assistance, and allow for 
more independent movement. 
     *Other concerns, suggestions, or ideas, regarding 
Kehilla Retreat accessibility issues or how to address 
them? Want to volunteer your assistance? 
     Contact either Marilyn Golden 
at mgolden@dredf.org, or Don Stone 
at donstone1@aol.com or 510-703-0073. 

mailto:mgolden@dredf.org,
mailto:donstone1@aol.com
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On the Origins of Kehilla: 
Social Justice 

                                                     by Rabbi Burt Jacobson 
Note: This is the fifth of a series of 
personal essays on the beginnings of 
Kehilla. Each article shares the 
origins of one or more of the ideals 
and/or values that motivated me to 
start Kehilla. The essays are adapted 

from the manuscript of the book I am in the process of 
completing, tentatively titled There is Only One Love: 
The Ba’al Shem Tov in the Modern World. 
     My passion for social justice came from my mother, 
Gert Jacobson. As the chairwoman of the Anti-
Defamation League in Cleveland during World War II, 
she tried to awaken the Jewish community to the Nazi 
atrocities in Europe. When our family moved to Texas 
in 1947, Gert became the chairwoman of the Anti-
Defamation League in San Antonio. In that capacity she 
worked with teachers in the public schools, instructing 
them on how to promote racial, ethnic and religious 
tolerance in their classrooms.  
     My mother’s commitment to social justice stemmed 
from her father, Ruby Goldberg. My grandfather, who 
was born in Romania, was a women’s tailor. A secular 
Yiddish-speaking Jew, he was strongly drawn to 
socialism. He became a negotiator for the International 
Ladies’ Garment Workers Union in New York. My 
mother remembered him coming home from the 
negotiations, infuriated by the tightfisted attitudes of 
the factory owners. He would go to the kitchen, pick up 
a carving knife and bang it repeatedly on the counter. 
“Those G… d…. bosses, those G… d…. bosses, they 
won’t give us a nickel! They won’t give us a nickel! 
      I did not hear that story until I was an adult, but I 
learned about the biblical prophets as a young student 
in the religious school of Temple Beth El in San 
Antonio. I came to admire the commitment of the 
Reform movement to social justice. 
       Yet, I did not study the words of the biblical 
prophets until I entered rabbinical school. In 1961, as a 
second-year student at the Jewish Theological 
Seminary, I took a seminar with Abraham Joshua 
Heschel on the prophets. By this time, Heschel was well 
on his way to becoming the most well-known Jewish 
religious thinker in the United States.  
       Heschel had completed his dissertation on the 
prophets in the late 1930s in Germany, just as the Nazi 
regime had come into power. In the late 1950s he 
decided to rewrite the book in English. The members of 

our seminar were privileged to read the galley proofs 
of The Prophets with him.  
    In the book’s introduction, Heschel wrote: 
     The things that horrified the prophets are even now 
daily occurrences all over the world. There is no society 
to which Amos’ words would not apply. 

Listen to this, you merchants who crush the 
poor,and trample on the needy! You who are 
thinking,“When will this New Moon festival  
finally be over so that we can sell our grain, and 
this Sabbath day, so we can market our wheat? 
Then we will tamper with the scales, making the 
bushel-measure smaller and the shekel-weight 
bigger. And then we can make slaves of the 
poor, buying them for their debt of a piece of 
silver or a pair of sandals, and we will even get 
paid for moldy wheat.”YHWH, the Pride of Israel, 
has sworn: ‘’I will never forget what you have 
done!’  Amos 8:4-7 

      Indeed, [Heschel continued] the sort of crimes and 
even the amount delinquency that fill the prophets of 
Israel with dismay do not go beyond that which we 
regard as normal, as typical ingredients of social 
dynamics. To us, a single act of injustice—cheating in 
business, exploitation of the poor—is slight; to the 
prophets, a disaster. To us injustice is injurious to the 
welfare of the people; to the prophets, it is a 
deathblow to existence; to us, an episode; to them, a 
catastrophe, a threat to the world.  
     Heschel’s prose was incandescent. I found his ability 
to enter the consciousness of the prophets utterly 
remarkable. As a result, the voices of the prophets 
have both stirred and haunted me throughout my life. 
     In the following years I found myself especially 
drawn to Amos, the first of the literary prophets, who 
focused almost exclusively on the necessity for social 
justice. Amos seemed totally relevant to the political 
climate of the late 1960s. Indeed, the Reverend Martin 
Luther King, Jr., who became Heschel’s friend and 
colleague, often cited Amos’ words. The day before he 
was assassinated in 1968, King delivered a speech in 
support of the striking sanitation workers in Memphis, 
in which he said:    

"Somehow the preacher must have a kind of fire 
shut up in his bones. And whenever injustice is 
around he must tell it. Somehow the preacher must  
[continued on next page] 
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On the Origins of Kehilla (continued) 
 
be an Amos, who said, “When God speaks, who can 
but prophesy?” Again with Amos, “Let justice roll 
down like waters and righteousness like a mighty 
stream.”  

       In the late 1960s I taught classes about Amos and 
his message to both high school students and adults. I 
emphasized the prophet’s fiery denunciations of 
corruption, wealth, luxury, perversion of justice and 
superficial religion.  

       As I thought about starting a synagogue in the early 
1980s, the fierce voice of Amos called out to me. I felt 
that this radical prophet of justice simply had to be 
given a platform in a city like Berkeley, which had been 
strongly identified with rapid social change, civic 
unrest, and political upheaval in the 1960s and ‘70s. 
The political Left was still robust and there were 
moral/political issues— the Israel-Palestine conflict, 
nuclear weapons, central American refugees—that 
cried out to be dealt with from a prophetic religious 
perspective. 

 
Thank you for Your Generosity 

 

Bar/Bat Mitvah Program 
Susan Coto McKenna and Rafael Coto 

General Fund 
Jane Weisbin and Charles Reilly 

Nueva Esperanza Accompaniment Teams (NEAT) 
Hope Friedman 
Irene McPhail 

Carolyn Schour 
Herbert Salomon and Marcia Liberson 

Simone Masson 
Lisa Rothman 
Ralph Silber 

Sandy Vaughn 
And members of Kehilla's three Accompaniment Teams 

Rabbi's Discretionary Fund 
David Levine and Laurel Zien

All Congregants Deserve A Safe Home 

If you or anyone in your home is experiencing: 
     >Child abuse  
     >Elder abuse  
     >Dependent adult abuse  
     >Teen dating violence 
     >Intimate partner violence (domestic violence) 
    The Kehilla Committee Against Abuse (CAA), working along side the Spiritual Life Practices Committee (SLPC), is 
here to help you become or remain safe.   If you are experiencing any kind of abuse, please call: Steven Falk, long-
time Kehilla member, at (510) 708-0517; Julie Patrusky, experienced domestic violence counselor and long-time 
Kehilla member, at (510) 528-0299; or Rabbi David at (510) 547-2424 x103.   Call the Shalom Bayit (Peace in the 
Home) helpline for counseling and advocacy for teen dating violence and domestic violence issues at: (866) SHALOM-
7 (742-5667) toll-free within the Bay Area or (510) 451-7233 (SAFE) outside the Bay Area.
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September 2016 
Fri., Sept. 2, NO Kabbalat Shabbat service tonight. 
Please join us on Friday night, Sept 16.  

Sat., Sept 3, 10:30am, Elul Shabbat Service on the 
Marina – Rosh Chodesh. Yes, it is one month to go to 
Rosh Hashanah and at this special outdoor service on 
the Marina we will celebrate the New Moon of Elul 
which includes Hallel, the musical holiday celebration 
prayers, led by Beth Dickinson. Discussion led by Rabbi 
David on our High Holy Day theme on our how our 
work on immigration and refugees connects to our 
Jewish path. Check the website for location. Bring a 
chair with you and prepare to dress warmly. Kiddush to 
follow.  Please bring vegetarian finger foods to share, if 
you are able.  

Tues., Sept. 6, 7:30pm. Middle East Peace Committee 
Meeting. Back classroom. 

Wed., Sept. 7, 7:50am Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room. (Enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview.)  Doors open at 7:50 a.m., 
short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30, 
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. 

Wed., Sept. 7, 6:30pm  Spiritual Life Practices 
Committee Meeting.  Fireside Room. 

Thurs., Sept. 8, 4-6pm. Kehilla School. Please enter 
through the kitchen door. 

Thurs., Sept. 8, 6:30pm. "700 Benches: 
Experiencing Biblical Hebrew." Taught by Jenna Kemp 
First class of the series.. (See details on p. 10)  

Fri., Sept. 9, 6:30pm, Friday Night Peace Walk with 
Rabbi David and OCO. This is an easy opportunity to 
really be part of the movement for peace in our own 
community led by Oakland Community Organizations’ 
Ceasefire campaign. Rabbi David has affirmed to OCO 
that we will try to have at least ten Kehilla folk join him 
at these walks for community peace.. The campaign is 
many-sided, including the training and mobilization of 
neighborhood peace interveners, the retraining of 
police, and a weekly peace walk with local 
congregations to support a “culture of peace and 
healing” in neighborhoods at risk. Rabbi David reports 
that he has done this about 10 times and it is an 

especially nice way to meet people from across the 
spectrum of Oakland communities.Meet inside First 
Mt. Sinai Church, 1970 86th Ave. For info, call 510-606-
5064.    

Sat., Sept. 10, 10am. Chai Elul Shabbat and New 
Member Welcome. Join our “Bima Team” for a 
spirited, musical service as we immerse in the month of 
Elul and prepare for the High Holy Days. Our newest 
members will receive a special honor during the Torah 
service, and we’ll kick off the morning with Ketzev 
Kehilla, our prayerful percussion orchestra. Come one, 
come all! Children most welcome! Vegetarian potluck 
luncheon to follow. Please bring a vegetarian dish to 
share.  Kiddush also sponsored by Ruth Goldstone & 
James Eder in honor of Ruth's mother Merle S. 
Goldstone's yartzheit. 

Mon., Sept. 12, 7pm. Book Discussion Group. We will 
discuss The Fixer by Bernard Malamud. Fireside Room. 
(See p. 8 for details.) 

Mon., Sept. 12, 7:30pm. Conversion Group. Buber 
Room. (See p. 10 for details.) 

Tues., Sept. 13, 7pm. Generosity Committee meeting. 
Fireside Room. 

Wed., Sept. 14, 7:50am Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room. (Enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview.)  Doors open at 7:50 a.m., 
short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30, 
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. 

Thurs., Sept. 15, 4-6pm. Kehilla School. Please enter 
through the kitchen door. 

Thurs., Sept. 15, 6:30pm. "700 Benches: 
Experiencing Biblical Hebrew." Taught by Jenna Kemp. 
(See details on p. 10.)  

Fri., Sept. 16, 5:30-7:30pm Solar Lights for Gaza 
Fundraiser and Pre-Shabbat Potluck: This is a special 
pre-Shabbat Service gathering and potluck meal 
organized by Kehilla’s Greening Committee and Middle 
East Peace Committee. The purpose is to raise 
tzedakah for Rebuilding Alliance’s project to provide 
solar lights for the residents of Gaza where electricity is 

Kehilla Community Synagogue 
1300 Grand Avenue (at Fairview) 

Piedmont, CA  94610 
(510) 547-2424 

Please come fragrance-free to all Kehilla events, 
for the health of people with respiratory conditions 

and chemical sensitivities. 
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often available for only four or five hours in a day. This 
is especially needed by children who would otherwise 
study at night by hazardous candle or kerosene light. 
(See article p. 8 .) Guest speaker: Donna Baranski-
Walker, founder of Rebuilding Alliance. We will have a 
Potluck Dinner in the Social Hall starting at 5:30.  Please 
bring a vegetarian or fish dish to share.  

Fri., Sept. 16, 7:30pm, Kabbalat Shabbat with Hazzan 
Shulamit, Julie Nesnansky, and Beth Dickinson. Join us 
for a soulful and spirited musical evening to welcome in 
the joy and peace of Shabbat.  Kiddush to follow. 
Please bring veggie finger foods to share! 

Sat., Sept. 17, 10:30am, Elul Shabbat Service with our 
Chevra Kadisha, at Kehilla led by Rabbi David, Hazzan 
Shulamit, and Julie Nesnansky. Celebrating the 
completion of our “Sh’mira Readings Project.” Sh’mira 
is the ritual of staying with the body of the deceased in 
the period preceding the funeral during which the 
shomer (“guardian”) traditionally reads from the book 
of psalms. For our members when they do Sh’mira, 
Kehilla’s Chevra Kadisha has assembled readings from 
innovative and interpretive translations of the psalms 
some of which we will read at this service. We will have 
a short Torah reading that morning with one aliyah. 
Deuteronomy 22:6-12. If you want to chant this, email 
Rabbi David.  In the Fireside Room. Kiddush sponsored 
by the Chevra Kadisha. 

Sat., Sept. 17, 3:30-6:30pm. Kehilla High Holy Days Art 
Reception. Fireside Room and throughout the building. 
(See announcement, p.4 for details.) 

Sun., Sept. 18, 3:30-7pm. A Community Forum on the 
Movement for Black Lives Platform Study & 
Conversation. With Kehilla leaders, staff, and 
members.  (See article, p. 9 for details.) Buber Room. 

Sun., Sept. 18, 1- 3 pm, “We Are the Bridge” Exhibit 
Reception at Osher Marin JCC in San Rafael. Sponsored 
by the Faith Trio (Kehilla, Islamic Cultural Center, 
Montclair Presbyterian). Includes at least two artists 
who are Kehilla members, Lea Delson and Susan 
Freundlich. 200 North San Pedro Rd. San Rafael 94903. 

Sun., Sept. 18, 2pm.  Yoga for Renewal. Rooted in 
Jewish Mystical Teachings. With Julie Emden of Jewish 
LearningWorks.  Co-sponsored by Kehilla.  4th Street 
Yoga, 1809C 4th Street, Berkeley, CA 94710. $25 Public 
/$20 members of co-sponsoring organizations. 
Register: tinyurl.com/yoga918.  

Sun., Sept. 18, 4pm. "Drumming As Prayer" class with 
Debbie Fier. Fireside Room. (See p. _ for details.) 

Wed., Sept. 21, 7:50am Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room (Enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview)  Doors open at 7:50 a.m., 

short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30, 
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. 

Wed., Sept. 21, 7pm. "Drumming As Prayer" class with 
Debbie Fier. Fireside Room. (See p. 11 for details.) 

Thurs., Sept. 22, 4-6pm. Kehilla School. Please enter 
through the kitchen door. 

Thurs., Sept. 22, 6:30pm. "700 Benches: 
Experiencing Biblical Hebrew." Taught by Jenna Kemp. 
Back classroom, main floor. (See details on p. 10.)  

Fri., Sept. 23,  6:-9:00 Bar/Bat Mitzvah Shabbat 
Celebration: This evening is for all Bar Bat Mitzvah 
family members and is a required part of the BBM 
Program. Come to the synagogue to welcome in the 
new school year and the New Year with a festive 
Shabbat evening. We will begin with a short table 
service followed by a vegetarian potluck.   Fireside 
Room & Sanctuary. 

Fri., Sept. 23,  6:30pm Tot Shabbat.  For babies and 
children up to 5 years old (or older if they enjoy it) and 
their grown-ups. Led by Jen Miriam Kantor, Alon 
Altman and Jen’s puppet friends. Please bring a 
vegetarian potluck dish.  Social Hall. Childcare will be 
provided upon request. 

Sat., Sept. 24, No Shabbat Morning service – Join us 
tonight for Pre-Holy Days Ingathering. 

Sat., Sept. 24. The Bird of Many Colors: A Pre-Holy 
Days Ingathering: 7:15pm schmooze with 
refreshments in the Social Hall, program begins at 8pm.  
Gather with us one week before Rosh Hashanah, as we 
turn together toward the Days of Awe. This year, rather 
than observing Selichot with a service, all are welcome 
to an evening of community, music, stories, meditation 
and reflection.  Join us in the social hall for a little nosh 
and socializing, followed by a program led by the 
Kehilla spiritual leadership and musical prayer leaders, 
as we focus our awareness and maybe set some 
intention for our experience of the holy days.   If you 
are new to Kehilla, or to Kehilla’s observance of the 
High Holydays, this evening is a lovely way to begin the 
experience.  If you’re accustomed to the Selichot 
services of the last few years, you’ll find a similar 
opportunity in this program for settling into intention 
and reflection. 

Sun., Sept. 25, 8:15am-4pm, ROPES course for Bar/Bat 
Mitzvah Students. Students will carpool together to 
the spectacular Fort Miley for a day of fun, adventure 
and an exploration of team building activities. BBM 
families will receive more information about this in the 
mail. 
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Sun., Sept. 25, 1:15-3:30 pm. Interfaith Environmental 
Activity with the Faith Trio (Kehilla, Islamic Cultural 
Center, Montclair Presbyterian). This interfaith activity 
involves removing non-native plants in Joaquin Miller 
Park. Four more volunteers from Kehilla are still 
needed. To volunteer, call Lea Delson 510-528-6725. 

Sun., Sept. 25, 9am. Joyfully Jewish for 
Kindergarteners. Back classroom, main floor. 

Sun., Sept. 25, 5pm. "Mrs. Reiff and the Counterfeit 
Shop," a staged play reading by Stephanie Anne 
Johnson. Sponsored by Kehilla. A touching portrait of 
the friendship between a Black teenager and a 
Holocaust survivor in the 1960s.(See details, p. 6.) 

Tues., Sept. 27, 6:45pm. (Dinner at 6:15)  Board of 
Trustees Meeting. All are welcome. Fireside  Room. 

Wed., Sept. 28, 7:50am Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room. (Enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview.)  Doors open at 7:50 a.m., 
short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30, 
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. 

Thurs., Sept. 29, 4-6pm. Kehilla School. Please enter 
through the kitchen door. 

Thurs., Sept. 29, 6:30pm. "700 Benches: 
Experiencing Biblical Hebrew." Taught by Jenna Kemp. 
Back classroom, main floor. (See details on p. 10.)  

Fri., Sept. 30.  No Services. 
 

October 2016 
Sat., Oct. 1, 10:30am, Elul Shabbat Service at Kehilla 
with Sharon Grodin and Julie Nesnanksy, a smaller 
service in the Fireside Room, with music and reflection.   
  
Sun., Oct. 2, 6:30pm, Erev Rosh Hashanah services at 
Scottish Rite Center, 1547 Lakeside Drive, Oakland.  For 
both adults and children, start at 6:30pm. Sermon by 
Rabbi Dev.  
 
Mon., Oct. 3. Rosh Hashanah services. SERVICES WILL 
END before 12:45! at Scottish Rite Center, 1547 
Lakeside Drive, Oakland. Our leaders are determined to 
conclude the service  in time for tashlich and lunch at a 
reasonable hour. 
8:30 – 9:15am. Silent Meditation Space - 3rd Floor 
9:30am – 12:40pm. Main Rosh Hashanah Morning 
Service, beginning with Ketzev Kehilla with Kehilla’s 
Spiritual Leaders, Hazzan Shulamit and our Musical 
Prayer Leaders 
10:00 – 11:15am. Family and Youth Service with Rabbi 
Dev Noily, Sandra Razieli, Natalie Boskin, and Musical 

Prayer Leader Beth Dickinson and surprise guests! 
Children, teens and adults welcome. 

10:15 - 11:15am. Rosh Hashanah Toddler Services with 
Jen Miriam and Alon Altman. Geared towards babies, 
tots, and kids up to 5 years olds and their grown ups or 
families. 
12:45-12:55pm, Tashlich at Lake Merritt (across the 
street from services) with Rabbi David. 

 Tues., Oct. 4, 9:30am-12:30pm, Second Day Rosh 
Hashanah Services at Kehilla, 1300 Grand Avenue, 
Piedmont, with Rabbi Chaya Gusfield and Eve Decker. 
Kehilla Sanctuary. Receive the replenishment of 
contemplative song, story, and silence. Rabbi Chaya 
Gusfield and Buddhist teacher and musician Eve Decker 
use the beautiful complement of Jewish and Buddhist 
teachings, music, and spiritual practices to delve deeply 
into the essence of this holy day. A more intimate 
service for the second day. 

Wed., Oct. 5, 7:50am Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room. (Enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview.)  Doors open at 7:50 a.m., 
short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30, 
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. 

Wed., Oct. 5, 6:30pm. Spiritual Life Practices 
Committee meeting. Fireside Room. 

Wed., Oct. 5, 7:30pm. Middle East Peace Committee 
Meeting. Fireside Room. 

Thurs., Oct. 6. No Kehilla School. 

Fri., Oct. 7, 7:30pm. NO Kabbalat Shabbat services. 
Please join us for Shabbat Shuva on Saturday morning, 
Oct 8. Our next Kabbalat Shabbat service with Hazzan 
Shulamit will be on November 4.   

Sat., Oct. 8, 10:30am. Shabbat Shuva Service at 
Kehilla.  Join Howard Hamburger and Julie Nesnansky 
for the special Shabbat service situated within the Ten 
Days of Awe. We take the themes of the High Holydays 
and we explore them in the context of Shabbat in a 
smaller service context. Kiddush sponsored by Beth 
Weinberger in memory of her mother, Frieda 
Weinberger, and by Amy Bat Tzipora in memory of her 
beloved Bubbies, Zaydies, mother and father. 

Mon., Oct. 10, 7pm.  Book Discussion Group.  We will 
discuss Mystics of Mile End by Sigal Samuel. Fireside 
Room. 

Tues., Oct. 11, 6:30pm. Kol Nidre Service (for grown 
ups) at Scottish Rite Center, 1547 Lakeside Drive, 
Oakland. Judaism’s most cherished prayer sung once a 
year, Kol Nidre, kicks off a day of collective 
introspection. Sermon by Rabbi David. 
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 Tues., Oct. 11, 6:30pm. Family Kol Nidre Service (for 
children and family) at Kehilla, 1300 Grand Avenue, 
Piedmont Led by Rabbi Dev Noily & Lior Ben-Hur.  
Geared toward children ages 6-12.  Children of all ages 
and adults welcome. 

Tues., Oct. 11, 6:30pm, Toddler Kol Nidre Service (for 
babies and tots) at Kehilla, 1300 Grand Avenue, 
Piedmont Led by Jen Miriam and Alon Altman.  A 
musical, spiritual journey geared toward kids up to 5 
years old and their grown ups.  

Wed., Oct. 12. Yom Kippur Morning Services 
at Scottish Rite Center, 1547 Lakeside Drive, Oakland 
8:30am- 9:15am, Silent Meditation Space 
9:30am,  Main Yom Kippur Morning Service 
10:00am- 11:00am, Youth Services  (6th - 8th grades) 

 Wed., Oct. 12. Yom Kippur Afternoon/Evening 
Services & Activities at Kehilla, 1300 Grand Avenue, 
Piedmont 
2:00- 4:30pm Drop off potluck offerings at Kehilla (or 
bring them at 7:45pm) 
2:30-3:30 pm Workshops 
4:30 pm Yizkor (Remembrance of those who died) 
5:15 pm Rabbi Burt sermon, Healing Service & 
Dukhanen (Priestly blessings) 
6:30 pm Ne’ila (Closing the Gates) 
8:00pm-9:30pm Community Pot Luck Break-Fast at 
Kehilla. Please bring a vegetarian main dish to share. 
Food can be dropped off at Kehilla between 2:00 & 
4:30 p.m., or at 7:45 p.m. 

Thurs., Oct. 13. No Kehilla School. 

Fri., Oct. 14, 6:30pm, Friday Night Peace Walk with 
OCO. Usually Rabbi David is on these walks but may be 
out of town this weekend. But Kehilla people have 
been coming, so it would be great to continue to have 
our shul’s participation in David’s absence. This is an 
easy opportunity to really be part of the movement for 
peace in our own community led by Oakland 
Community Organizations’ Ceasefire campaign. The 
campaign is many-sided including the training and 
mobilization of neighborhood peace interveners, the 
retraining of police, and a weekly peace walk with local 
congregations to support a “culture of peace and 
healing” in neighborhoods at risk. The neighbors there 
support these walks and it has always been peaceful 
and friendly. It’s a nice way to meet people from across 
the spectrum of Oakland communities who support 
Ceasefire efforts. Meet inside First Mt. Sinai Church, 
1970 86th Ave. For info, call 510-606-5064.   

Sat. Oct. 15, 10:30am. Shabbat Service with Sharon 
Grodin and Beth Dickinson. As we read the poem that 
comprises parashat Haazinu (Deuteronomy 32), we can 

see the influence of the theology of the prophets on 
this chapter. Of course, the prophets were centuries 
after Moses, so this is a much later insert into the 
Torah with a very different way of seeing God. What 
was this theology and how does it connect to later 
Jewish spirituality and to our social activism today? We 
will especially look at Deuteronomy 32:37-40. Kiddush 
to follow. Bring a veggy potluck dish to share. Fireside 
Room. 

Sun., Oct. 16, 11am-1pm. Kehilla Neighborhood 
Brunches. 

Sun., Oct. 16, 5:30pm. Chai Mitzvah Group. Back 
classroom, main floor.   (See details, p. 11.)  

Mon., Oct. 17, 7-9pm. Community Discussion of Ballot 
Propositions and Local Measures.  Sponsored by the 
Economic Justice Committee, the Greening Committee 
and Anti-Death Penalty Action Group. Social Hall. (See 
article, p. 17.) 

Mon., Oct. 17, 6:30pm. "Elements of Magical Judaism" 
class. Taught by Jude Elfe & Jonathan Furst. Sanctuary.  
(See p. 12 for details.) 

Wed., Oct. 19, 7:50am Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room. (Enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview.)  Doors open at 7:50 a.m., 
short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30, 
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. 

Wed., Oct. 19, 7pm. Economic Justice Committee 
Meeting. Social Hall. 

Thurs., Oct. 20, 4-6pm. Kehilla School. Please enter 
through the kitchen door. 

Fri., Oct. 21, 6:30pm, Sukkot Shabbat Friday Evening 
Potluck in the Sukkah. Bring the whole family and join 
us for a Sukkot dinner in the Sukkah (and/or Social 
Hall). This is not a ritual-heavy event – our major 
purpose is to celebrate and be happy, which is the very 
purpose the Torah describes for the holiday. We’ll do a 
few blessings, then a potluck dinner, conversation, 
perhaps a chance for kids to make sukkah decorations, 
and then, as you choose to, do the ritual of blessing the 
lulav palm frond and shaking in blessing to all the 
world’s directions with Rabbi David. At Kehilla 
Remember: Bring a veggy potluck dish to share and be 
joyous. 

Sat., Oct. 22, 10:30am. Sukkot Shabbat with Special 
Procession.  Appropriate for everyone in the family. 
Join Rabbi David & Julie Nesnansky as we celebrate 
Sukkot with a joyous musical service and processions 
(“hakafot”) with lulav followed by Kiddush in the 
sukkah. Bring veggie finger food to share. 
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Mon. Oct. 24. Simchat Torah Celebration at Chochmat 
HaLev  2215 Prince St., Berkeley at Fulton. 
Join with all the Bay Area Renewal communities for a 
night of sacred and ecstastic dancing to live music and 
special Torah chanting to celebrate the conclusion of 
our High Holy Day journey.    
6:00pm  Special Kids Celebration with Jen Miriam and 
Alon Altman, dance and sing around the Torah with  
puppets, music and friends 
6:30pm Vegetarian potluck dinner 
7:00 pm Maariv, Dancing and Torah service with the 
Shirat HaLev Musicians 
9:30 pm- Kiddush and refreshments 
Donation:  Members of participating organizations: 
$15-10   General Public $20-15   Children: $5 

Tues., Oct. 25, 6:45pm. (Dinner at 6:15)  Board of 
Trustees Meeting. All are welcome. Fireside  Room. 

Wed., Oct. 26, 7:50am Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room. (Enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview.)  Doors open at 7:50 a.m., 
short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30, 
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. 

Wed., Oct. 26, 7pm. A Class in the Poetic Word. Taught 
by Lenore Weiss. Fireside Room. (See p. 12 for details.) 

Thurs., Oct. 27, 4-6pm.  Kehilla School. Please enter 
through the kitchen door. 

Thurs., Oct. 27, 6:30pm. "700 Benches: 
Experiencing Biblical Hebrew." Taught by Jenna Kemp. 
(See details on p. 10)  

Fri., Oct. 28, 6:30pm, Tot Shabbat. For children up to 5 
years old (or older if they enjoy it) and their grown-ups. 
Led by Jen Miriam Kantor, Alon Altman and Jen’s 
puppet friends. Please bring a vegetarian potluck dish. 
In the Social Hall. 

Sat., Oct 29, 10:30am.  Shabbat Service and Torah 
Study with Rabbi David and Beth Dickinson. Here we go 
again! We are starting the Torah anew from the first 
parasha of the Torah. We will be looking at the mythic 
Garden of Eden story and how it has been 
reinterpreted in traditional and modern midrash (such 
as by Lilith Magazine and John Steinbeck). During the 
service, rather than chanting the Torah we will study 

and discuss Chapter 3 of Genesis. Followed by Kiddush. 
Bring veggie finger food to share. 

Sat., Oct.29, 9am. 30th annual Harmony Walk/Run to 
End Homelessness in Richmond, hosted by the Greater 
Richmond Interfaith Program (GRIP). Check-in 9:30am. 
Walk begins 10:30am.The web address with a link to 
our team page & further details will be provided in the 
Kehilla weekly e-mails. You can walk or run for as 
much, or as little, a distance as you want.  And, there 
will be a festival in the park after the walk. (See 
announcement, p. 14.) 

Sun., Oct. 30, 2:30-5:00, (1) Nuts and Bolts Workshop 
for Parents & (2) Interactive Discussion with Shalom 
Bayit for Bar/Bat Mitzvah Students 
(1) is required for parents, (2) is highly recommended 
for Students 
   Parents who have previously gone through the 
program will be coming to and share their nuts and 
bolts experiences about planning for the whole year, 
including sharing details about how to keep things 
organized, as well as kiddush and party planning. 
Simultaneously, Zephira Derblich-Milea from Shalom 
Bayit will be presenting her award-winning workshop, 
“Love Shouldn’t Hurt.” www.shalom-bayit.org/teen 
In this workshop, students will have the opportunity to 
learn and discuss about how to build and maintain 
healthy relationships.    
For questions or to request childcare for BBM related 
activities, contact sandra@kehillasynagogue.org.  

Mon., Oct. 31, 6:30-9:30pm. "Elements of Magical 
Judaism" class. Taught by Jude Elfe & Jonathan Furst. 
Sanctuary.  (See p. 12 for details.) 

Sat., Nov. 5, 6:45pm. Annual Harvest Dinner of the 
Faith Trio (Kehilla, Islamic Cultural Center, Montclair 
Presbyterian). Come early at 6:15 if you would like to 
be present at the Muslim evening prayer. Followed by 
multi-faith blessings before dinner. Designated potluck: 
Kehilla members bring veggy salads (fish okay). 
Muslims, Jews and Christians eating together and an 
opportunity to discuss the subject of the evening: 
Solidarity: A Spiritual Necessity. At the Islamic Cultural 
Center, 1433 Madison Street, Oakland. 
 

 
  

http://www.shalom-bayit.org/teen
mailto:sandra@kehillasynagogue.org.
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Kehilla Community Synagogue 
Please use the following number for all staff:  (510) 547-2424 

Co-Rabbi, David J. Cooper 
Rabbidavid@kehillasynagogue.org 

Co-Rabbi, Dev Noily  
RabbiDev@kehillasynagogue.org 

Executive Director,  Michael Saxe-Taller 
Michael@kehillasynagogue.org 

Managing Director, Beth Bittle 
Beth@kehillasynagogue.org 

Hazzan Shulamit Wise Fairman 
Shulamit@kehillasynagogue.org 

Bar/Bat Mitvzah Program Director, Sandra Razieli 
Sandra@kehillasynagogue.org 

Founding Rabbi, Burt Jacobson   (510) 283-5704 
RabBurt@earthlink.net 
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Communications Coordinator,  
Sasha Gottfried 
Sasha@kehillasynagogue.org 

Youth Programs Coordinator,  
Natalie Boskin  
Natalie@kehillasynagogue.org 

Bookkeeper, Molly Melamed 
Molly@kehillasynagogue.org 

Events Line: 

Fax: (510) 547-2442 

Chevra Kadisha: 
Jane Hoberman: 510-843-6047 

Committee Against Abuse: 
Steven Falk: 510-339-0517 

Spiritual Life Practices Committee Chair:  
Shoshana Finacom 
Spirituallife@kehillasynagogue.org 
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              High Holy Days 5777/2016 
                     Seeking Shelter in the Days of Awe:  
            Immigrants and Refugees, Longing and Home 
                                                    by Rabbi Dev Noily 

     In March of this year a 
group of Kehilla members 
working on immigration 
issues called a meeting to 
connect people in our 
community who are involved 

in all kinds of work and service with immigrants and 
refugees, and the laws and policies affecting them. 
    Here are some of the ways people who came to the 
meeting are engaged: 

 Working with Nueva Esperanza to form 
accompaniment teams who provide direct 
support to newly arrived Central American 
immigrants; 

 Supporting LGBT refugees through the Jewish 
Family and Community Services of the East 
Bay LGBT refugee resettlement program ; 

 Working with Jewish Voice for Peace doing 
neighborhood canvassing focused on 
welcoming refugees and ending Muslim 
profiling; 

 Participating in monthly vigils at the ICE West 
County Detention Facility to support 
immigrant detainees and their families; 

 Exploring Kehilla's potential to be a sanctuary 
synagogue for those who face deportation; 

 Providing legal or counseling services to 
immigrants; 

 Providing direct or financial support for Syrian 
and other refugees in Europe, through the 
Hebrew Immigrant Aid Society (HIAS) and 
other agencies; 

 Working with the East Bay Interfaith 
Immigration Coalition; 

 Providing support to Syrian refugees coming 
to the U.S. 

    I left that meeting inspired and moved by the 
incredible energy among people in the Kehilla 
community.  There are so many ways that so many 
people are supporting immigrants and refugees, 

fighting against deportations and human rights 
abuses, and advocating for policy changes that reflect 
our commitment to welcome people who are fleeing 
war, persecution and social and economic turmoil.   
    One thing that came up at the meeting was the 
need to let more people know about the work that’s 
happening, and to help more people join in.  How 
could we get word out about where contributions are 
needed and how people contribute—whether 
someone has an occasional few hours or dollars to 
give, or has housing to share, or can offer an ongoing 
gift of time? 
    When the Spiritual Leadership team (Rabbi David, 
Hazzan Shulamit, Avi Rose, Rabbi Burt, Howard 
Hamburger, Sandra Razieli, Sharon Grodin and myself) 
met to consider our theme for this year’s High Holy 
Days, “immigrants and refugees” emerged as a 
compelling choice.  We saw at least a trio of 
interconnected reasons to dig into this ground:  (1) the 
urgent humanitarian and justice issues underlying the 
unprecedented migration underway, (2) the energy 
already flowing in Kehilla to address the crises, and (3) 
the potential for our coming together for High Holy 
Days to help more people respond to the crises.  
    One more reason to let ourselves be guided by this 
theme is its profoundly rich spiritual terrain.  
Experiences of seeking refuge, migrating, yearning for 
home and offering harbor and kindness to those 
fleeing from danger open up the big questions that all 
of us sometimes face in moments of stillness.  What is 
the sense of disorientation, separateness or apartness 
that we sometimes feel? How do we come to be at 
home in the world and in ourselves? What is our 
longing for connection and at-one-ment—where does 
it come from, and where can it lead us? What are our 
personal and communal histories of migration and 
how do they shape us? How can we move toward 
harmony and balance between our unique individual 
experience and our shared connection to all that is? 

[continued on p. 19]
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Renew Your Membership Now! 
    Kehilla members in good standing will automatically 

receive complimentary admission to High Holy Day 
services when you renew your membership for 2015-16.  

Your admission to High Holy Day services will be your 
name at the door, along with your name tag.  

    To renew your membership, please visit our website at 
www.KehillaSynagogue.org.     

 

Discounts 
On First-Time Membership 

    We are offering a discount on membership dues 
through December 1, 2016. Dues are $200 for Adults 
under 30, and $660 for Adults 30 and over, and will 
include tickets to all High Holy Day services. Conversely, 
any payment made for High Holy Day tickets can be 
applied to the cost of membership. Payment plans can be 
arranged. 

   Visit the website at www.KehillaSynagogue.org and 
click on “JOIN” for more information, or  contact Sasha at 
(510) 547-2424 x100 or Sasha@KehillaSynagogue.org.   

 

 

High Holy Day Tickets  
for the General Public 

Tickets to services  for the general public can be 
ordered on the website at 

http://kehillasynagogue.org/highholydays/  

Tickets will also be available 
 for purchase at the door. 

High Holy Days Schedule 
The Bird of Many Colors:  

A Pre-Holy Days Ingathering 
Saturday, September 24  

Social hour at 7:15, Program at 8pm 

Erev Rosh Hashanah at Scottish Rite Center  
Sunday, October 2, 6:30pm  

Rosh Hashanah at Scottish Rite Center  
Monday, October 3, 9:30am  

Rosh Hashanah Family & Youth Service 
 at Scottish Rite Center 
Monday, October 3, 10am 

Rosh Hashanah Toddler Services 
at Scottish Rite Center 

Monday, October 3, 10:15am 

Second Day Rosh Hashanah at Kehilla  
Tuesday, October 4, 9:30am 

Shabbat Shuvah at Kehilla 
Saturday, October 8, 10:30am 

Kol Nidre at Scottish Rite Center 
 Tuesday, October 11, 6:30pm  

Kol Nidre Family Service at Kehilla  
Tuesday, October 11, 6:30pm 

Kol Nidre Toddler Service at Kehilla  
Tuesday, October 11, 6:30pm 

Yom Kippur Day at Scottish Rite Center  
Wednesday, October 12, 9:30am  

Yom Kippur Youth Service for 6th-8th Graders 
at Scottish Rite Center 

Wednesday, October 12, 10am 

Yom Kippur Afternoon/Evening at Kehilla 
Wednesday, October 12 

2:00-4:30pm: Drop off potluck offerings* 
2:30-3:30pm: Workshops 

 4:30pm: Yizkor (Remembrance) 
5:15pm: Rabbi Burt Teaching, Healing Service & Dukhanen  

6:30pm: Ne’ila (Closing the Gates) 
8pm: Community Potluck Break-fast 

*Please bring a vegetarian main dish to share. Food can be 
dropped off at Kehilla between 2:00 & 4:30pm or at 7:45pm 

 

 

KKeehhiillllaa  HHiigghh  HHoollyy  DDaayyss  
22001166//55777777 

http://www.KehillaSynagogue.org.
http://www.KehillaSynagogue.org
mailto:Sasha@KehillaSynagogue.org.
http://kehillasynagogue.org/highholydays/
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Executively Speaking  
A New Year: Looking Ahead 

                                         by Michael Saxe-Taller, Executive Director 
      

       It is again that time of the Jewish 
cycle when we reflect on the past year    
and imagine the one that is coming.   
     This year, my first full Jewish year at 
Kehilla, was filled with important 

moments and solid growth for us as a congregation. We 
finished the year a stronger, more cohesive community. 
We have increased our membership, solidified our 
finances, updated our technology, prepared for an 
upcoming rabbinic transition and developed even more 
committed congregant leaders (for specifics, see my June 
Kol Kehilla article at http://kehillasynagogue.org/oh-
what-a-year/. I think we can be proud of all that we did 
to strengthen our community and to make constructive 
change in the communities around us. 
     I am jazzed for the year that is coming up. We enter 
the year planted on firm ground,  prepared to face the 
next important set of challenges for us as a community. I 
think these include: 
     Caring for our building – Our physical home is in need 
of some significant repair. In addition, we want our 
building to be more accessible and more welcoming to 
our own community and to those who join us.  
     Completing our Rabbinic transition – Rabbis David and 
Dev will be serving as Co-Rabbis for this year until the  

 
next stage of the transition occurs in July 2017. We will 
have many chances to appreciate Rabbi David for his 
years of work and to prepare for Rabbi Dev’s step into 
the senior rabbinic role. We will also be searching for a 
dynamic new Director of Kehilla School to join our Kehilla 
leadership team.  
     Addressing the issues of a growing community – 
Kehilla grew by 25 member households in the past year 
and we have reason to think that we will continue to 
grow this year as well. We will need to put attention to 
welcoming our new members, as well as to how we 
maintain our intimacy and individual care while we grow. 
     Thinking about our next 5-10 years – As our present 
day situation has become stable, we now have the 
opportunity to image our future as a congregation and to 
strategize and prioritize the steps that will get us there.    
The Kehilla Board and many of our other committees will 
have opportunities to do this kind of thinking. 
     I am excited for the opportunity to engage with you 
this year on these issues and on the many other aspects 
of Kehilla life.  
     May we all have a sweet year of working, building, 
growing and celebrating together as a community. 
L’Shana Tova

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

It's Membership Renewal Time! 

    It is time again for you to renew your annual Kehilla dues pledge. 

     We are excited to have a new membership renewal and registration process, a result of another one of our 
year’s major accomplishments - a new, upgraded database. We now have one form that is used for membership 
renewals, new memberships and religious school registrations. The form will combine all fees and allow you to 
set up a payment plan. We will also be able to automatically update your contact information into the database.  

     We strongly encourage everyone to renew their membership electronically. If you need a paper registration 
form, please contact Sasha Gottfried at 510-547-2424 x100 or Sasha@kehillasynagogue.org  

     You have recently received a letter and a couple of emails outlining the renewal/registration process. You can 
access the renewal/registration form by going to the to the Kehilla website or to the link in the renewal emails.  

     We deeply appreciate your membership in this community and look forward to another year together! 

  

http://kehillasynagogue.org/oh-
mailto:Sasha@kehillasynagogue.org
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Chai Elul Shabbat & 
New Member Welcome 

Saturday, September 10, 10am 

      Join our “Bima Team” for a spirited, musical service as 
we immerse in the month of Elul and prepare for the High 
Holy Days. Our newest members will receive a special 
honor during the Torah service, and we’ll kick off the 
morning with Ketzev Kehilla, our prayerful percussion 
orchestra. Come one, come all! Children most welcome! 
Vegetarian potluck luncheon to follow. Please bring a 
vegetarian dish to share.  Kiddush also sponsored by Ruth 
Goldstone & James Eder in honor of Ruth's mother Merle 
S. Goldstone's yartzheit. 

 

Solar Lights for Gaza Fundraiser & 
 Pre-Shabbat Potluck 

Friday, September 16, 5:30pm 
     This is a special pre-Shabbat Service gathering and 
potluck meal organized by Kehilla’s Greening Committee 
and Middle East Peace Committee. The purpose is to raise 
tzedakah for Rebuilding Alliance’s project to provide solar 
lights for the residents of Gaza where electricity is often 
available for only four or five hours in a day. This is 
especially needed by children who would otherwise study 
at night by hazardous candle or kerosene light. Guest 
speaker: Donna Baranski-Walker, founder of Rebuilding 
Alliance. We will have a Potluck Dinner in the Social Hall 
starting at 6:00.  Please bring a vegetarian or fish dish to 
share.  Followed by Kabbalat Shabbat Service at 7:30. (See 
article, p. 8.) 

 

Elul Shabbat Service with  
the Chevra Kadisha 

Saturday, September 17, 10:30am 

     Led by Rabbi David, Hazzan Shulamit, and Julie 
Nesnansky. Celebrating the completion of our “Sh’mira 
Readings Project.” Sh’mira is the ritual of staying with the 
body of the deceased in the period preceding the funeral 
during which the shomer (“guardian”) traditionally reads 
from the book of psalms. For our members, when they do 
Sh’mira, Kehilla’s Chevra Kadisha has assembled readings 
from innovative and interpretive translations of the psalms, 
some of which we will read at this service. We will have a 
short Torah reading that morning with one aliyah. 
Deuteronomy 22:6-12. If you want to chant this, email 
Rabbi David.  In the Fireside Room. Kiddush sponsored by 
the Chevra Kadisha. 

A Community Forum on the  
Movement for Black Lives Platform 

Study & Conversation 
Sunday September 18, 3:30 – 7:00pm 

     Join us as we come together to study the 
platform as a community and to listen deeply to 
what the Movement’s leaders are saying. Rabbi 
David, Rabbi Dev, Hazzan Shulamit, and Rabbi Burt 
have endorsed the Movement for Black Lives 
Platform as individuals.  We invite you to read the 
entire platform, either ahead of time or at the 
Forum.   
    Our intention is to create a community forum 
that centers the Platform’s demands for racial and 
economic justice, while making space for the 
complex emotional responses that may arise for us 
in relationship to Jewish identity, racial identity and 
all the aspects of ourselves that make each of us 
who we are. 
    ( See article on p. 9 for details.)  

Kehilla High Holy Days Art Reception 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Saturday, September 17, 3:30-6:30pm 

     Kehilla is honored to present a group show 
reflecting this year’s High Holy Days theme of 
Immigrants. Refugees. Longing. Home. For the first 
time, Kehilla will be using art to deepen our 
individual and collective connection to the High Holy 
Days. 
     Over 20 Kehilla members have contributed more 
than 30 pieces, including sketches, paintings, mixed 
media, ceramics, photos, and narrative. The work is 
both beautiful and powerful. We invite you to join us 
at the artists’ reception.  Thanks to the talent and 
generosity of our congregation, art will be displayed 
not only in the Fireside Room but throughout the 
synagogue. Light refreshments will be served. We 
look forward to seeing you there! 
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A Gym for Writers 
     Have you always wanted to explore writing and 
other writers, but need a supportive environment 
to get the ink going? Here's an open invitation for 
all those who'd like to discuss forming a Jewish-
based writing group. 
     The possibilities might include — a place where 
we can generate new writing based on prompts 
and other self-starters, exchange information 
about our favorite Jewish writers and poets, read 
together, or something else.  
      If interested, please contact Lenore Weiss at 
webcontentlw@gmail.com  with "Gym for 
Writers"  in the subject line.   

Yoga for Renewal: 
Rooted in Jewish Mystical Teachings 

with Julie Emden of Jewish LearningWorks 

 

Sunday, September 18, 2:00-4:00pm 

     Integrate, mind, body, heart and spirit. Enhance 
your practices for living in balance and wellness with 
this gentle, grounded Iyengar-based yoga and 
movement practice infused with themes of 
realignment and renewal for the Jewish New Year. 

     Location:  4th Street Yoga, 1809 4th St., Berkeley 
     Cost:  $25.   Register: yogasept20.eventbrite.com 

     Co-sponsored by 4th Street Yoga, Chochmat HaLev, 
Congregation Netivot Shalom, Kehilla Community 

Synagogue, Temple Sinai Oakland. 

     Contact: jemden@jewishlearningworks.org 
About Julie Emden:  Julie directs the Embodied Jewish 
Learning Initiative at Jewish LearningWorks. A graduate of 
five fellowship and certification programs related to her 
work as a Jewish Educator and as a Yoga, Movement and 
Dance Instructor, Julie holds a BA from the University of 
Michigan. She holds teaching certifications in Iyengar-
based yoga from the Yoga Room in Berkeley, in Yoga and 
Jewish Spirituality from Elat Chayyim Center for Jewish 
Spirituality, and in Movement-based Expressive Arts from 
Tamalpa Institute.  

 “We Are the Bridge” Exhibit Reception 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Sunday, September 18, 1- 3 pm 
     This exhibit showcases works by artists of multiple 
faith traditions, and is sponsored by the Faith Trio 
(Kehilla, Islamic Cultural Center, and Montclair 
Presbyterian).  It includes a large selection from the 
May 2015 interfaith exhibition held at the Islamic 
Cultural Center of Northern California. Kehilla artists 
Tamar Raine, Susan Freundlich and Lea Delson are 
represented in this exhibit, along with many other 
wonderful artists.  Free Reception with Music. 

 At Osher Marin JCC  
 200 North San Pedro Rd. San Rafael 

 
Mission Dolores Window by Lea Delson 

 

The Bird of Many Colors: 
A Pre-Holy Days Ingathering 

Saturday, September 24 
Shmooze: 7:15pm  Program: 8pm 

     Gather with us one week before Rosh Hashanah, as 
we turn together toward the Days of Awe. This year, 
rather than observing Selichot with a service, all are 
welcome to an evening of community, music, stories, 
meditation and reflection.  

      Join us in the social hall for a little nosh and 
socializing, followed by a program led by the Kehilla 
spiritual leadership and musical prayer leaders, as we 
focus our awareness and maybe set some intention for 
our experience of the holy days.   If you are new to 
Kehilla, or to Kehilla’s observance of the High Holydays, 
this evening is a lovely way to begin the experience.  If 
you’re accustomed to the Selichot services of the last 
few years, you’ll find a similar opportunity in this 
program for settling into intention and reflection. 

 

mailto:webcontentlw@gmail.com
mailto:jemden@jewishlearningworks.org
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"Mrs. Reiff And The Counterfeit Shop" 
by Stephanie Anne Johnson 

A Staged Play Reading 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Sunday, September 25, 5pm 

     We are delighted to present a staged reading of 
Stephanie Anne Johnson’s newest play. This 
autobiographical portrait begins when teenaged 
Stephanie looks into the window of an art store in 
Englewood, New Jersey. 
      Welcomed by Mrs. Reiff, the owner of the 
Counterfeit Shop, they develop a decades long 
friendship which transcends age, culture, race, and 
religion. There are flashbacks to highlight this 
historical moment on the East Coast when Black 
people and Jewish people shared common cause in 
the quest for social justice. A surprising cultural 
intersection is revealed at the end of the play. 
      Susan Felix, Bruce Bierman, and Stephanie Anne 
Johnson will be the readers. Bruce Bierman will lead 
participants in Jewish dance before an open 
discussion of this play in development.   
     People of all ages are welcome to attend this 
event.  Admission is free. Donations for the actors 
and technician will be gratefully accepted. 

In the Sanctuary 

 

Sukkot Shabbat: 
Friday Evening Potluck in the Sukkah 

 
Friday, October 21, 6:30pm 

    Bring the whole family and join us for a Sukkot 
dinner in the Sukkah (and/or Social Hall). This is not a 
ritual-heavy event – our major purpose is to 
celebrate and be happy which is the very purpose 
the Torah describes for the holiday. We’ll do a few 
blessings, then a potluck dinner, conversation, 
perhaps a chance for kids to make sukkah 
decorations, and then, as you choose to, do the ritual 
of blessing the lulav palm frond and shaking in 
blessing to all the world’s directions with Rabbi 
David.   Remember: Bring a veggie potluck dish to 
share and be joyous! (Fish okay, but no shellfish, 
please.) 

 

Annual Harvest Dinner of the Faith Trio 
“Solidarity: A Spiritual Necessity”  

 

 
Saturday evening, November 5 

 
6:15 Come early if you would like to be present at the 
Muslim evening service 
6:45 Multi-Faith Blessings, Potluck Dinner (see below) 
and Conversation 
 
     The Faith Trio is an alliance of Kehilla Community 
Synagogue, Islamic Cultural Center of Northern 
California, and Montclair Presbyterian Church. Every 
year we hold an autumn gathering. Often we have a 
theme for discussion at the tables. The opening 
question this year: “What is your earliest memory of an 
experience where you met someone from another 
religious background?” Our discussions will focus on 
the spiritual necessity for interfaith solidarity.  
Designated potluck: Kehilla members bring veggy 
salads (fish okay). 

At the Islamic Cultural Center of Northern California 
1433 Madison Street, Oakland near 14th Street 
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Kehilla Neighborhood Brunches Return! 
Sunday, October 16, 11:00am-1:00pm

If you have ever wanted to find out more about the 
Kehilla members in your neighborhood and to make 
connections in your local village - come to a Kehilla 
Neighborhood Brunch!   This year our brunch is on the 
day of the first evening of Sukkot. 

WHERE: We expect to have hosts for Berkeley, 
Richmond, South Oakland and the 
Rockridge/Temescal/Grand Lake/Piedmont area of 
Oakland. WHAT: The hosts will provide juice, coffee 
and tea.   

Guests are asked to bring vegetarian brunch items to 
share. 

Save the Date and look for further announcements in 
the weekly emails or call the office!  We hope to see 
you there!  If you are willing to volunteer your home, 
please email chesed@kehillasynagogue.org.  Your offer 
will be much appreciated. 

Shalom, 
The Chesed Committee 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Erev Simchat Torah Celebration!  
Monday, October 24 

 

 

 

 

at Chochmat HaLev   
2215 Prince St., Berkeley at Fulton. 

Join with all the Bay Area Renewal communities for 
a night of sacred and ecstastic dancing to live 
music and special Torah chanting to celebrate the 
conclusion of our High Holy Day journey.    

6:00pm  Special Kids Celebration with Jen Miriam 
and Alon Altman, dance and sing around the Torah 
with  puppets, music and friends 

6:30pm Vegetarian potluck dinner 

7:00 pm Maariv, Dancing and Torah service with 
the Shirat HaLev Musicians 

9:30 pm- Kiddush and refreshments 

Donation:  Members of participating organizations: 
$15-10   General Public $20-15   Children: $5 

Save the Date! 

The Buddha & The Ba’al Shem Tov 
With Zoketsu Norman Fischer, Rabbi Burt Jacobson &  

Rabbi Dev Noily  
Come celebrate Rabbi Burt's 80th Birthday! 

Saturday Evening, November 19, 7:30pm 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

   Our own visionary teacher Rabbi Burt and noted poet, 
meditation teacher and Zen Buddhist priest, Norman 
Fischer will be in dialogue, moderated by Rabbi Dev. They 
will explore parallels in the teaching and lives of the 
Buddha and the Ba’al Shem Tov, two enlightened teachers 
who saw the Divine everywhere, and taught the spiritual 
values of mystery, compassion, love and joy. 

   Come and celebrate Rabbi Burt’s 80th birthday and 50th 
year in the rabbinate! The dialogue will be followed by 
delectable desserts and drinks in the Social Hall. 

   PLEASE NOTE – We will be celebrating Rabbi Burt’s 80th 
throughout Shabbat on November 18 & 19.  We will have 
Kabbalat Shabbat services and oneg on Friday night, and 
special Shabbat morning services and lunch on Saturday. 

Sanctuary 
 

 

 

 

mailto:chesed@kehillasynagogue.org.
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Book Discussion Group 
All Kehilla members are welcome to join us for our customary meetings on the second Monday of the month at 7pm in 
the Fireside Room. These books are from the San Francisco Jewiish Community Library and there might be copies to 
borrow. 

Monday, September 12, 7pm 
The Fixer by Bernard Malamud 

     The Fixer (1966) is Bernard Malamud's best-known 
and most acclaimed novel -- one that makes manifest his 
roots in Russian fiction, especially that of Isaac Babel.  
Set in Kiev in 1911 during a period of heightened anti-
Semitism, the novel tells the story of Yakov Bok, a Jewish 
handyman blamed for the brutal murder of a young 
Russian boy. Bok leaves his village to try his luck in Kiev, 
and after denying his Jewish identity, finds himself 
working for a member of the anti-Semitic Black 
Hundreds Society. When the boy is found nearly drained 
of blood in a cave, the Black Hundreds accuse the Jews of 
ritual murder. Arrested and imprisoned, Bok refuses to 
confess to a crime that he did not commit. 
 

 

Monday, October 10, 7pm 
Mystics of Mile End by Sigal Samuel 

     Sigal Samuel’s debut novel, in the vein of Nicole 
Krauss’s bestselling The History of Love, is an imaginative 
story that delves into the heart of Jewish mysticism, 
faith, and family. In the half-Hasidic, half-hipster 
Montreal neighborhood of Mile End, eleven-year-old Lev 
Meyer is discovering that there may be a place for 
Judaism in his life. As he learns about science in his day 
school, Lev begins his own extracurricular study of the 
Bible’s Tree of Knowledge with neighbor Mr. Katz, who is 
building his own Tree out of trash. Meanwhile his sister 
Samara is secretly studying for her Bat Mitzvah with 
next-door neighbor and Holocaust survivor, Mr. 
Glassman. All the while his father, David, a professor of 
Jewish mysticism, is a non-believer. 

 
Solar Lights for Gaza Fundraiser & 

 Pre-Shabbat Potluck 
Please join Kehilla’s Greening and Middle East Peace Committees for a potluck dinner on  

September 16 at 5:30pm and fundraiser to support the children of Gaza. 

         Gaza is still recovering from fifty-one days of 
bombing in 2014. Electricity, water, and sewage systems 
are all still very fragile, and more than 17,000 people are 
still in temporary housing. Families there are affected 
daily by rolling black-outs. Far too often electricity is 
only available for 4 hours per day. Children must do 
their homework by dangerous kerosene lamps or 
candlelight. For the last year, the Rebuilding Alliance, a 
local non-profit organization, has been fundraising and 
shpping solar powered lights to Non-Governmental 
Organizations in Gaza. Our goal is to help raise funds to 
help them send the next pallet of 1,920 solar-powered 
lights to Gaza's children. 
     Our speaker for the evening will be Donna Baranski-
Walker, founder and Executive Director of Rebuilding 
Alliance, who was in Gaza in April to distribute the first 
pallet of solar lights. Rebuilding Alliance is working with 
Palestinian Non-Governmental Organizations in Gaza to 
distribute the solar lights to children and families in 
need. Donna will explain how Rebuilding Alliance is able 
to send the solar-powered lights through the blockade 
following pre-clearance by both Palestinian and Israeli 
Customs. She also will tell us about their NGO partners 
and some of the families she visited in Gaza. This will be 

a rare opportunity to hear directly from someone who 
has spent time in Gaza supporting children and families.  
     Rebuilding Alliance has already delivered three pallets 
of solar lights so children in Gaza can safely study and 
spend time with their families. There are 700,000 
children in Gaza.  Please join us on Sept. 16th to help 
Rebuilding Alliance send more Luci Lights to Gaza's 
children. 
     We will have a Potluck Dinner in the Social Hall 
starting at 5:30. Please bring a vegetarian or fish dish to 
share.  
     And please join us after dinner and the presentation 
for a spirited, musical Kabbalat Shabbat service to sing, 
meditate, dance, and rest in the joy and peace of 
Shabbat. Led by Hazzan Shulamit and Julie Nesnansky. 
     We hope you can join us on September 16 to hear first 
hand from our guest about her experience personally 
delivering solar lights to Gaza. But if you can’t make it, 
please make a donation to this great project!  
     You can donate at this link: 
https://commitchange.com/ca/burlingame-
94010/rebuilding-alliance/events/kehilla-for-gazas-
children 

https://commitchange.com/ca/burlingame-


 9

 

 

 

You’re Invited: 
A Community Forum on the Movement for Black Lives Platform: 

Study & Conversation 

Sunday September 18, 3:30 – 7:00pm 
by Rabbi Dev Noily 

     In early August the Movement for Black Lives 
Platform was published.  Organizers described their 
project this way: 

In response to the sustained and increasingly visible 
violence against Black communities in the U.S. and 
globally, a collective of more than 50 organizations 
representing thousands of Black people from across 
the country have come together with renewed 
energy and purpose to articulate a common vision 
and agenda. 
Our resistance and rebellion are not new, but like 
other times in history have come to a critical mass, 
and the bravery of those in Ferguson and across 
the country captured the attention of the world. A 
year ago, over 2,000 of us gathered in Cleveland to 
reflect on the state of our movement for liberation 
and celebrate our people, both those who have 
fallen and those who have survived. It was there 
that we began the process of uniting to articulate a 
shared vision of the world we want to live in. 

     The Platform articulates that sweeping and radical 
vision for racial and economic justice. It addresses 
reparations, education, healthcare, housing, policing, 
militarization (domestic and foreign), incarceration, 
criminalization, community control, and other aspects 
of U.S. society and policy that impact Black lives. 
     We’re excited to come together to study the 
platform as a community and to listen deeply to what 
the Movement’s leaders are saying. Rabbi David, 
Hazzan Shulamit, Rabbi Burt and I have endorsed the 
Movement for Black Lives Platform as individuals.  As I 
read the Platform I felt the tectonic plates of racial 
injustice in our country begin to shift.  In the profound 
language of the background pieces I could hear more 
of the stories of Black lives, deepening my awareness 
of the differences between my experience as White 
person and the experiences of so many Black people I 

live alongside.   I heard the Platform as a call to listen 
to Black voices, as a call to compassion, and as a call to 
join more fully in the M4BL struggle to root out the 
injustice that continues to rot the core of our country.  
This feels like an extraordinary historic moment to me, 
and I feel humbled and grateful for the Movement for 
Black Lives as path to justice for all of us. 
     We’d like Kehilla to consider endorsing the Platform 
as an organization as well. This Forum will be our first 
communal conversation about the Platform, and will 
help us to discern the next steps in this process.   
     The primary focus of our learning and 
conversations will be the current and historic 
experiences of Black people in the U.S., and the ways 
that White supremacy has operated, and continues to 
operate in our society and in our souls. 
     We invite you to read the entire platform, either 
ahead of time or at the September 18 Community 
Forum.  The first part of the afternoon will be devoted 
to studying the Platform.  You will find links to a 
summary of the Platform, and to the deeper analysis 
of each of its six parts on our website at this link: 
http://kehillasynagogue.org/event/a-community-
forum-on-the-movement-for-black-lives-platform-
study-conversation/  
     After doing text study with the Platform we’ll have 
a break and a nosh/snack.  The second half of the 
afternoon will be a compassionate listening-style 
session, where people gather in facilitated small 
groups to share their responses, reactions to and 
questions about the platform.  We will have at least 
one small group for People of Color.  We’ll end with 
everyone coming together to share highlights from the 
small group conversations.  You may come for the 
whole time, or just the first half, or just the second 
half.   [continued on p. 13.]

 

http://kehillasynagogue.org/event/a-community-
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New Adult Education Classes Fall 2016 

To Register for Classes: You can register and pay online at www.KehillaSynagogue.org (click on the 
"LEARN" link and then click on Adult Education), or send check payable to Kehilla to Kehilla, 

 1300 Grand Ave., Piedmont, CA 94610.  

 
 
“700 Benches: Experiencing Biblical Hebrew” 
Class 
Begins September 8, 6:30pm 
Taught by Jenna Kemp 
Have you ever wanted to read and understand Torah 
Hebrew? As a first phase in the launch of Kehilla’s new 
“700 Benches” beit-midrash program,  Kehilla is 
offering  a class designed to be an immersive 
experience in the language and structure of biblical 
Hebrew. What do we mean by “immersive?" Think of 
once a week jumping into the deep end of the pool—
with water wings as needed, swim buddies, and a 
lifeguard. 
This class is a multi-level beit-midrash in which 
students will learn the grammar that will allow them 
to begin reading biblical Hebrew without an English 
translation. Working primarily in chevrutah (pairs, 
small groups), we will learn grammar together, while 
simultaneously reading biblical narrative in Hebrew. 
People at all levels of Hebrew abilities are encouraged 
to join. Students will be expected to do some 
homework and memorization, but the emphasis is on 
concepts and resources that will allow you to begin to 
“swim” on your own! 
If you are interested in the class, but need some work 
on your aleph-bet, you will find resources to help get 
you up to speed on our website at this link: 
http://kehillasynagogue.org/online-hebrewbiblical-
text-resources/ 
Prerequisite: Aleph-bet and Vowels 
Dates:  Thursdays, Sept. 8- Sept. 29, Oct. 27, Nov. 3 (A 
six-session series) 
Time: 6:30-8:30pm 
Cost: $150 Kehilla members, $180 General Public.  No 
one turned away for lack of ability to pay the full 
amount. If you are unable to pay the full amount, 
please contact sjgrodin@comcast.net. 
Questions? Contact Jenna Stover-Kemp at 
jennakemp25@gmail.com or Sharon Grodin at 
sjgrodin@comcast.net. No one is turned away for lack 
of funds; please discuss this with us. 

 
 

 
 
Conversion Group  
Begins September 12, 7:30pm 
Led by Rabbi Dev Noily and Sharon Grodin 

 Kehilla’s conversion group is the communal portion of 
a process of individual inquiry that each participant 
anticipates will lead to adopting Judaism.  Kehilla’s 
spiritual leaders Rabbi Dev and Sharon Grodin are 
available to guide participants in their reading, 
selection of classes, and experiences that inform their 
education toward discernment about this decision. 
 The group is not an “introduction to Judaism” class, 
but rather a forum where participants reflect on and 
share insights about the studies and experiences each 
is undertaking within Kehilla and elsewhere.  The 
group meets once a month for 1-1/2 hours, which 
typically includes some learning together and 
responding to each others’ questions. Because this 
group is intended to support conversion in the 
context of Kehilla community, after the first two 
sessions, participants are expected to decide whether 
Kehilla is a good fit for them; if so, participants will be 
come members, and if not, participants will be 
supported in finding an alternative for their 
conversion studies. 
If you are interested in this group, please contact 
Sharon Grodin at sjgrodin@comcast.net.  
Dates:  Mondays, Sept. 12, Nov. 14, Dec. 12  
Cost: No charge (but see above about membership).  
Led by Rabbi Dev and Sharon Grodin. 
Location: Sanctuary/Buber Room 

 

http://www.KehillaSynagogue.org
http://kehillasynagogue.org/online-hebrewbiblical-
mailto:sjgrodin@comcast.net.
mailto:jennakemp25@gmail.com
mailto:sjgrodin@comcast.net.
mailto:sjgrodin@comcast.net.
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Adult Education (continued) 
 
"Drumming As Prayer" Class 
A Two-Class Series: September 18 & September 21 
Taught by Debbie Fier, Kehilla Musical Prayer Leader & 
“Heartbeat of the Service"  
     Drumming is an active form of meditation. It 
provides a wonderful way to be present, express 
yourself and learn how to drum with a group in sacred 
community space. At Kehilla, we are creating an 
intergenerational drum group, called Ketzev Kehilla, 
(the Beats of Kehilla), and we have been learning 
some of the rhythms for the Kehilla melodies and also 
drumming at our Chai Shabbat services. 
     This is a two-class series. It can be taken as a series 
or as individual classes. (However, if you want to 
drum at High Holy Days services, you must come to 
both classes.) 
       Those who wish to will have the opportunity to 
drum for our High Holy Days services at the Scottish 
Rite Center in Oakland. Participants who want to join 
us in drumming need to commit to coming to both 
classes of the series (exceptions may be made IF you 
have taken previous ‘Drumming as Prayer’ classes with 
Debbie. In those cases you must come to at least 1 
class). If you have taken this class before, and enjoy 
drumming in our Kehilla circle, please come to the 
class!  We will always learn new rhythms, practice new 
exercises and continue building on what we have 
previously done. 
     All ages and all levels welcome!  Please bring a 
drum if you have one.  If you need a drum for the 
class, please email Sasha@kehillasynagogue.org and 
we will do our best to provide one. Hand percussion 
(shakers, claves, etc.) will be provided. 
     Dates: Sunday, Sept 18 - 4-5:30 and Wednesday,  
Sept 21, 7-8:30 in the Fireside Room.  
    Cost:  2-class series: $36 members/ $46 non-
members; Individual class: $20 members/ $25 non-
members 
    Location: Fireside Room 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Chai Mitzvah Group Forming: “A Jewish Year” 
Begins Sunday, October 16, 5:30pm 

In response to many requests for a more structured, 
group-based program for exploring Judaism, Kehilla is 
offering a Chai Mitzvah group beginning in October.  
What is “Chai Mitzvah,” you ask?  It’s a curriculum and 
structure created by a Jewish-multidenominational 
(including Renewal) group of rabbis and educators, 
designed to support group study and a period of 
committed personal exploration.  No prior experience 
with Judaism or Hebrew is required.  Here’s what the 
creators have to say about it: 

“Chai Mitzvah is a unique adult engagement program 
that encourages an integrated, experiential approach 
to Jewish life through five simple components. Each 
participant:  

1. Attends monthly group learning with a set 
curriculum provided by Chai Mitzvah.  

2. Chooses an independent study topic for the year.  

3. Chooses a ritual/spiritual practice to take on for the 
year.  

4. Chooses a social action activity to commit to for the 
year.  

5. Celebrates the journey!”  

In our case, we’ve chosen “A Jewish Year” as an 
overarching theme. Participants will investigate and 
experience the Jewish calendar as it occurs, separately 
or together, as interests dictate.  Our mitzvah group 
will meet on third Sundays starting in October, with 
minimal costs set to cover our fee from Chai Mitzvah 
for the materials (the more participants, the lower the 
cost, but we are setting the initial registration fee 
$18/person for the 9-month period).  The group may 
decide to engage speakers or project leaders on 
particular topics and share the cost of that additional 
enrichment.  For more information about the 
program, see www.chaimitzvah.org.  For questions 
about our group, contact sjgrodin@comcastnet. 

Dates: Monthly for 9 months, beginning Sunday,  
Oct. 16, 5:30-7pm 

Cost: $18/person 

Location: Back classsroom, main floor 

mailto:Sasha@kehillasynagogue.org
http://www.chaimitzvah.org.
mailto:sjgrodin@comcastnet.
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Adult Education (continued) 
 

Elements of Magical Judaism 
Begins Monday, October 16, 6:00pm 
with Reclaiming* Teachers  
Jude Elf & Maggid Jonathan Furst 
Join us for a six-week exploration of Earth-based 
Judaism through the elements of Earth, Air, Fire, 
Water and Spirit. Develop personal practices and 
improvisational ritual co-creation skills, blending 
modern G!ddess-oriented magic with traditional 
Jewish and ancient Hebraic spirituality.  
Dates: Mondays, October 17 - November 21, 6pm  
Cost: $240-$90 sliding scale 
Location: Sanctuary 
For More Info: contact jfurst@pobox.com or  
415-516-4904 
*Learn more about Reclaiming here: 
http://www.reclaiming.org/  
Co-sponsored by the Jewitch Collective and Derech 
Ha'Aretz Outdoor Yeshiva 
 
I Never Knew Hebrew Could Be So Much Fun 
Class 
Begins Sunday, October 23, 10:30am 
Taught by Bracha Stone 
Once again Bracha is offering her fabulous course in 
beginning Hebrew. Absolutely no previous Hebrew 
experience is required or expected. Come and find out 
why you don’t have to know very much at all in order 
to have Hebrew take on a very special place in your 
life. Bracha loves to teach this class since adults tend 
to be very compliant students and they ask such 
serious questions. Form a community of like-minded 
adults, play games, sing songs and learn, learn, learn.  
Repeaters welcomed!! 

Dates:  Sunday, Oct. 23, 30, Nov. 6, 10:30am-11:45am 
Cost:  $54 members, $66 nonmembers 
Location: Given at the time of registration. 
Call Bracha for questions or concerns. 510-703-2220. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Personalizing Our Experience With Jewish 
Liturgy 
First meeting: Sunday, October 23, 6:30pm 
A new group convened by Bracha Stone 
Designed for those who want to explore an expanded 
and creative relationship to Jewish liturgy. While there 
is no expectation of a belief in "God," this group is 
designed for those who desire to personally connect 
to "something-bigger-than-us" and/or "the-wisdom-
deep-within-us." We will witness and be witnessed as 
we explore our attraction and creative responses to 
traditional Jewish prayer practice. We will meet 
together once a month for 5 months. We will also 
participate in a weekly email conversation concerning 
our intentions, and the challenges and blessings we 
experience as we enact our them. 
Dates:  First meeting is Sunday, Oct. 23, 6:30-8:30. 
There will be a meeting at the same time in the 
evening in November, December, January and 
February. Specific dates for each month will be 
determined by October 1st.  
Cost:  $120 members, $150 nonmembers 
Location: Given at the time of registration.  
Call Bracha for questions or concerns. 510-703-2220.  

A Class in the Poetic Word 
Begins Wednesday, October 26, 7pm 
Taught by Lenore Weiss 
Come learn about several outstanding twentieth-
century American Jewish poets, including a number of 
contemporary writers. The four-session class will 
examine work by poets who express diverse 
connections to the Jewish experience.  For the first 
hour of each session, we will examine and discuss the 
poet’s work. Using writing prompts from the readings, 
during the second hour we will respond to the poetry 
in whatever written form we choose. Open to all. No 
writing experience is required. Special guest visits by 
local poets. All lovers of the word are encouraged to 
participate. Bring a notebook and pen. 
Dates: Wednesday, Oct. 26, Nov.  9,  Nov. 23, Nov. 30, 
7-9pm 
Cost: $88 members, $112 nonmembers 
Location: Fireside Room 
 

mailto:jfurst@pobox.com
http://www.reclaiming.org/
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A Community Forum on the Movement for Black Lives Platform 
[continued] 
     Part of the platform, called Invest/Divest, deals 
with connections between U.S. military spending and 
interventions abroad on the one hand, and the lack of 
funding for domestic social needs and militarization of 
U.S. police on the other hand. This part of the 
platform also addresses U.S. military support for Israel 
and the unjust treatment of Palestinians under 
Occupation, using language that some Jewish people 
and organizations have objected to strongly.   
     Our intention is to create a community forum that 
centers the Platform’s demands for racial and 

economic justice, while making space for the complex 
emotional responses that may arise for us in 
relationship to Jewish identity, racial identity and all 
the aspects of ourselves that make each of us who we 
are.  
     Please be in touch with us if you have questions or 
feedback.  
     RSVP if you can  to Sasha@kehillasynagogue.org.  
 – it will help us a lot as we plan the afternoon. 

 
 

Join the 30th Annual G.R.I.P. Harmony Walk in Richmond 
To End Hunger & Homelessness-to Benefit the Greater Richmond Interfaith Program 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     On October 29, Greater Richmond Interfaith 
Program is hosting its 30th annual Harmony Walk/Run 
to End Homelessness in Richmond. Several Kehilla 
members and members of St. John’s Church joined a 
team last year in memory of David McPhail and Judy 
Abel, GRIP activists who both died in September, 
2015.  
     That team raised over $1,000 in support of the 
Souper Center, a program operated by GRIP, which 
serves meals to homeless and needy residents and 
also runs a family shelter. David and Irene, his wife, 
both Kehilla members, and Betty Young, started a 
group now called David’s Dinner Group which 
prepares a monthly meal for families staying at the 
GRIP shelter. Several Kehilla members, people who 
had been members of an El Cerrito church where 
David had ministered, and members of St John’s 
Presbyterian Church in Berkeley, are in the dinner 
group as well. 
     David did this Walk every year through 2014. 

Kehilla members have another opportunity this year 
to remember and honor David while helping to ease 
homelessness. 
     We encourage everyone’s participation in or pledge 
of money to the team. We will have a team name and 
a team page set-up with the Harmony Walk website 
by mid-September. 
     The web address with a link to our team page & 
further details will be provided in the Kehilla weekly 
e-mails.    
     Check-in on October 29 begins at 9:00 a.m. The Run 
starts at 10:30 a.m. The Walk starts at 10:45 a.m. You 
can walk or run for as much, or as little, a distance as 
you want.  And, there will be a festival in the park 
after the walk.  
     Please consider sending a donation or joining the 
team after the team page is setup. If you have 
questions about the team, feel free to contact Sue 
Goldberg directly at suegoldberg@sbcglobal.net 

 
Pictured: Alex Madonik, Ruthie Levin, Richard Speiglman, Sue Goldberg 

 

mailto:Sasha@kehillasynagogue.org.
mailto:suegoldberg@sbcglobal.net
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An Interview with Spiritual Leader Avi Rose 
by Bill Lazarus

     More refugees are 
fleeing persecution now 
than at any time since the 
end of World War II, says 
Avi Rose, who has spent 
most of his life as a political 
and social activist, and who 
now finds himself turning 
more and more to issues of 
immigration and the flood 
of people seeking safe 
haven. With millions of 
refugees left homeless and 
nationless as the result of 
warfare in Syria and 
elsewhere, Avi sees the 

Jewish response as extending “beyond empathizing. 
“It’s identifying,” he says. “We need to see ourselves 
as coming out of Egypt.” 

     “We were strangers. We know the heart of the 
stranger,” adds Avi, who is executive director of 
Jewish Family and Community Services East Bay . That 
“central narrative” of the Jewish people is a key these 
days to the work of JFCS. About 2,000 of the 8,000 
people it annually serves are refugees and other 
immigrants. While the work of JFCS has historically 
been geared toward helping the Jewish community, it 
is not exclusively so. Avi says, “Tikkun Olam is not 
about bringing healing only to the Jewish people. It’s 
about “olam.” It’s about the world as a whole.” 

     When Avi started work at JFCS in 2005, the agency 
was already involved with helping immigrants from all 
over the world. When the surge of Jewish immigration 
from the Former Soviet Union subsided in the 1990’s, 
JFCS began to serve people from other countries, 
including Afghanistan, Bosnia, Cambodia, Iran, Iraq 
and Syria. Many of these refugees are Muslims. JFCS 
currently helps numerous families from Afghanistan, 
many of whom were subject to persecution after 
assisting Americans in the war against the Taliban. 
JFCS also has devoted itself to helping LGBT refugees 
fleeing particularly harsh oppression because of their 
sexual orientation or gender identities. 

     As a youth, Avi grew up mostly in Phoenix in a 
liberal Jewish family, largely out-of-kilter with the 

mostly right-wing community. His dad hailed from the 
Bronx, and was himself the son of immigrant parents 
who made their way to the United States from 
Lithuania. When Avi was 13, he moved with his family 
to Sacramento, and soon started spending time in the 
Bay Area. It was the late 1960s and “politics, drugs and 
rock and roll — it was all here.” 

     Avi became a political activist in high school, and 
chose to go to college at Brandeis, which was a hotbed 
of leftist politics. While he came out as a gay man in 
college, his activism was focused more on anti-war 
work and economic issues. After college, he worked 
for a period as a union steward. Avi joined other 
progressive Jews in the Boston Committee to 
Challenge Antisemitism and became, in the 1980s, 
involved in New Jewish Agenda, a national 
organization that he co-chaired, and that focused on a 
wide variety of issues, including Mid-East peace, 
feminism, disarmament, LGBT rights, oppression in 
Central America and the sanctuary movement. Avi 
also took up work battling AIDS, and co-edited Twice 
Blessed, a book about gay and lesbian Jews. 

     While Avi was aware of immigration issues, it 
wasn’t then a focus of his work and activism. That 
changed in 2005 when he started at JCFS and found it 
“powerful” to be working to help both Russian Jews 
and Afghan Muslims. “I’m really impressed by the 
resilience of most of the refugees whom we are 
helping.  They are individuals with their own quirks, 
strengths and shortcomings, and most have 
experienced significant trauma. It is a huge 
undertaking to leave your home – everyone and 
everything you know – and start your life over again in 
a new country..” 

     While, culturally, the Bay Area is “really welcoming, 
economically, this is a really hard area to come to,” Avi 
says. As a result, families crowd into small living 
quarters together, and people work two or three jobs 
to get by. 

     At seders, Avi has hosted refugees. “It’s powerful to 
be at a seder with somebody who has recently had to 
‘leave Egypt,’” he says. Avi also asks, “What is more 
Jewish than resettling refugees?” He answers himself 
in a word. “Nothing.”
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A Note on the Israel/Palestine Values Survey 
by Rabbi David J. Cooper 

 
     Last month we send out to every member 
household a survey to determine support for a 
statement of values on Israel/Palestine. One could 
indicate where one stood on a spectrum from very 
much disagreeing to strong agreement (scale of 1 to 
5). 
     As of this writing, 141 responses have been 
received. 
     99 responses are 5’s – strongly agree. (71.7%) 
     26 are 4’s – generally agree (18.8%) 
     7 are 3’s – more or less neutral (5.1%) 
     3 are 2’s – generally disagree (2.2%) 

     3 are 1’s – very much disagree (2.2%) 
     In a few days, I will be reading the many written 
comments on the proposed wording and I plan to 
print some of them in the November Kol Kehilla, with 
the permission of their authors to print with ascription 
or anonymously. 
     The decision to adopt the statement as is (or with 
grammatical changes) will be in the hands of the 
Kehilla Board. Currently the plan is that in October the 
results of the survey and representative comments 
and suggestions will be forwarded to the Board for 
their consideration and action. 

 
Chevra Kadisha Sh'mira Readings Project 

 
    Kehilla’s Chevra Kadisha is pleased to announce the 
completion of our “Sh’mira Readings Project.”  We 
now have two beautiful volumes that can be used by 
the shomrim (“watchers”) –those who sit with the 
body of a community member who has died until the 
time of burial. 
    Traditionally, shomrim read Psalms during the 
sh’mira  (“watching”).  In Kehilla we have provided 
other readings—poetry and prose from Jewish and 
non-Jewish sources as well as portions of our liturgy—
so that each shomer might deepen his or her own 
reflections on the meaning of life and death.   
     As we embarked on revising and expanding these 
additional readings, our discussions and study led us 
to taking a closer look at The Book of Psalms as well.  
We looked at many different translations and 

interpretations and selected the one for each Psalm 
that we thought invoked the values of Jewish Renewal 
movement.  
     A small group from Kehilla’s Chevra Kadisha 
traveled to Boston in June to present a workshop on 
these readings and to discuss Kehilla’s approach to 
sh’mira at the annual K’vod v Nichum (“honor and 
comfort”) conference.  More than thirty people 
attended our workshop and received our presentation 
with great enthusiasm.   
     We will formally present Kehilla’s Readings for 
Shmira and Psalms for Shmira at the Morning Service, 
Sept 17.  We invite the entire community to join in 
our simcha and to learn more about the practice of 
sh’mira.   

 

Finding Your Spiritual Direction 
 
     Spiritual direction is a process of inner listening that 
enables individuals to discern the movement of the 
Spirit in their lives, so they can come to understand 
both the spiritual dimension and the spiritual direction 
of their experience. In this sense, spiritual direction is 
a pathway to teshuvah, toward finding one’s way back 
to the Source that birthed and sustains each of us.  

     Spiritual directors have been trained to help those 
seeking the Spirit to find direction. They also help 
seekers find appropriate spiritual practices. 

     Rabbi Burt offers individual Kehilla congregants 
hour-long meetings in spiritual direction. Any Kehilla 
member is entitled to such a session once a year 
without cost. Burt usually meets with congregants at 
Kehilla on Tuesday afternoons and evenings, several 
times a month. He also sees people at his home in El 
Sobrante at other times during the week. If you are 
interested in meeting with Rabbi Burt, please contact 
him at Rabburt@earthlink.net, or by calling 
510.283.5704. 

 
 

mailto:Rabburt@earthlink.net,
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Competing Death Penalty Initiatives on November Ballot 

by Beth Weinberger 
 

     This November we'll have a chance to vote again to 
repeal California's death penalty, replacing it with Life 
Without Possibility of Parole.  Unfortunately, a 
competing measure that would attempt to change the 
appeals process to expedite executions has caused 
confusion, especially as the latter measure's title is 
misleading.  So here's an explanation of each of the 
initiatives with recommendations in keeping with 
Kehilla policy. 

 
The Justice that Works Act of 2016—Proposition #62  

 This is essentially the same as Prop. 34 on the 
2012 ballot, which Kehilla supported.  It would replace 
the death penalty with life without the possibility of 
parole.  It would: 

 End state killing and eliminate the possibility 
of executing innocent people.  Since 1973, 
156 people, convicted of murder, have been 
exonerated, 3 of them in California. 

 Keep dangerous criminals from ever being 
released. 

 Save approximately $150 million a year that 
could be put to more productive use. 

 Increase to 60% the portion of wages earned 
by persons sentenced to life without parole 
that may go to victim restitution funds. 

Recommendation:  Support Prop. 62 
 
Death Penalty Reform & Savings Act of 2016—
Proposition #66 

  Prop. 66 attempts to “reform” a  failed death 
penalty system by changing the appeals process.  It 
would remove current safeguards, limit the ability to 
present new evidence of innocence and set unrealistic 
deadlines for trials and appeals.  The changed 

procedures and new deadlines would force hiring of 
hundreds of new, inexperienced attorneys at taxpayer 
expense. If it succeeded, it would: 

 Increase the chances of wrongful convictions 
and execution of innocent people 

 Interfere with our due process and appeals 
processes, which might be found 
unconstitutional after costly and lengthy 
lawsuits. 

 Authorize the state to house death row 
inmates in new prisons. 

 Model California's system after Texas' rapid 
execution mill. 

 Move appeals from the state Supreme Court 
to local county courts, prioritizing these cases 
and the shortened timelines.  It would 
overwhelm lower courts and severely limit 
their ability to hear other types of cases or 
conduct any other court business. 

Recommendation: Oppose Prop. 66 
 
        This fall you'll have a chance to hear more about, 
question and discuss these initiatives, as well 
as a number of others at a Kehilla Ballot Initiatives 
evening, October 17.  Mark your calendars and see 
Richard Speiglman's article, also in this issue, on some 
of the other initiatives, researched and recommended 
by Oakland Community Organizations (OCO.) 
     If you want more information now about the death 
penalty initiatives; if you want to help with the 
campaigns or donate to them, go to 
www.yeson62.com or contact me at 
bethw0104@mindspring.com.  

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Not Registered to Vote?  
 

Please contact karenrachels@gmail.com 
of Kehilla’s Economic Justice Committee 
She will help you get registered before 

the November election 

http://www.yeson62.com
mailto:bethw0104@mindspring.com.
mailto:karenrachels@gmail.com
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Community Discussion of Ballot Propositions and Local Measures 
by Richard Speiglman 

 
Monday, October 17, 7-9pm 

Kehilla Social Hall 
Sponsored by  

Kehilla Economic Justice Committee, Greening Committee and Anti-Death Penalty Action Group 

Bring yourself, your friends and your family, your questions and your answers 

     When I was a kid in Des Moines, reform Rabbi 
Edward Zerin (Temple B’nai Jeshurun) used to implore 
youth – perhaps it was at our B’nai Mitzvot – to be 
“informed, participating Jews.”  I may have taken this 
to be the 11th Commandment, and I think the 
instruction was responsible for my 50-something years 
of reading at least the local, state, and national news 
sections of the daily newspaper.  Sometime later, a 
sociology professor suggested that the important 
news appears in the business section.  We won’t get 
into the question of sports news. 

     I never fully understood the Jews part of the 
obligation.  But nevertheless I’m pretty sure the 
informed/participating charge includes voting and, to 
the extent possible, understanding the implications of 
your vote prior to casting it. 

     In their length, California ballots present a serious 
challenge.  We need each other’s help to become well-
informed prior to voting.  Instead of sitting home 
alone the night before the election frantically trying to 
decide how to vote on propositions and local 
measures, on the evening of October 17th please join 
other community members to discuss ballot 
measures. 

 Bring your sample ballot (and your mail-in or 
absentee ballot if you have one) 

 Join discussion of some of the most important 
state and local ballot measures (if only we had 
time to tend to all of them!) 

 Written materials on all the state propositions 
and some local measures will be available, 
including recommendations from Kehilla, 
Oakland Community Organizations (OCO), and 
other organizations 

 Kehilla members and others actively engaged 
in working on some of the measures will offer 
brief presentations 

 
See the next page for OCO's recommendations on 

several state, county, and City of Oakland issues.  
We’ll have expanded endorsement information by 
October 17th.   

 
Please forward information on other measures, or 

for other localities, to Richard or Beth: 

rspeiglman@sbcglobal.net  

bethw0104@mindspring.com   

Or bring the information with you on October 17th.   

If possible, RSVP to Beth or Richard (see their 
contact information above.) 

mailto:rspeiglman@sbcglobal.net
mailto:bethw0104@mindspring.com
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Oakland Community Organizations 

Recommendations on CA, Alameda County, and City of Oakland issues 

Number Title or focus Content OCO 
endorsement 

State Propositions 

55 Tax extension 
Extends the temporary personal income tax on 
incomes over $250,000 to fund education and 

health care (Prop 30 extension) 
Support 

56 Tobacco tax Increases the cigarette tax to $2 / pack Support 

 57 Public Safety & 
Rehabilitation Act 

Increases parole chances for felons convicted of 
non-violent crimes and provides more 

opportunities to earn credits for good behavior 
Support 

 62 Death penalty Repeals the death penalty in CA Support* 

64 Adult Use of Marijuana Act 
Legalizes adults’ growing, possessing, and using 

marijuana for nonmedical purposes, with certain 
restrictions; establishes regulatory system for 

legal market.  

Neutral 

Alameda County Measures 

A Affordable Housing bond 
(property tax) 

Funding for a variety of approaches to promote 
affordable housing  Support 

Oakland City and School District Measures  

JJ Protect Oakland Renters 
Act  

Strengthen tenants’ rights by requiring owners to 
petition through the Rent Board for rent increases 

above annual CPI, extending just cause eviction 
protections to buildings built through 1995, and 

increasing Rent Board transparency and 
accountability 

Support 

LL 
Form civilian oversight 
commission of police 

department 
Promotes civilian oversight of police department Support 

KK 
Infrastructure 

improvements bond 
(property tax) 

Funding for a variety of improvements to streets, 
sidewalks, public buildings, and some funds for 

affordable housing 
Neutral  

HH Tax distributors of sugar-
sweetened beverages 

Promotes public health by raising price of sugar-
sweetened beverages Support 

G1 Oakland Unified School 
District  bond (parcel tax) 

Funds educator salary increases and middle 
school improvements (as of last draft seen) No vote (yet) 

* Kehilla recommends a yes vote on Prop. 62 and a no vote on Prop 66 (which would speed-up 
executions).  See accompanying article, “Competing Death Penalty Initiatives on November Ballot" on 
p. 17. 
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Seeking Shelter in the Days of Awe:  
 Immigrants and Refugees, Longing and Home 
[continued from p. 1] 
 
You can read a more complete description of our 
theme below.  Throughout the High Holy Days season 
and beyond, we’ll be integrating the spiritual practices 
of this time with ways to learn about and respond to 
the crises of migration that are shaking our world.  
During High Holy Days services we’ll hear from some 
of the folks in our community about their experiences 
with immigrants and refugees.  We’ll also have 
resources available during services about how to 
connect with local groups and join in efforts to 
respond.   
    And in the months following the High Holy Days, 
we’ll host a series of four community workshops, 
featuring congregants working to support immigrants 
and refugees.  The workshop topics are: Considering 
Offering Housing to a Refugee; Being Part of an 
Accompaniment Team for an Immigrant Family or 
Unaccompanied Minor; Immigration Policy, Advocacy 
and Intersectionality with Economic and Racial Justice 
Issues; and Kehilla as Sanctuary/Refuge for 
Immigrants.  
    May our practice during this season help each of us 
grow toward greater wholeness, joy, compassion and 
justice. 
    Our Theme for 5777:  Immigrants and Refugees, 
Longing and Home  
    A river goes out from the first place that was home, 
to water the garden, and from there it divides and 
becomes four headwaters. (Bereshit 2:10) 
    In the beginning all was one, undifferentiated and 
whole.  To come into the joy of embodied life is also to 
come into separateness.  And to be separate is to long 
for reconnection, to yearn for wholeness and for 
home.  The Yamim Nora’im (High Holy Days) point us 

in the direction of home, and outfit us for the promise 
and uncertainty of the journey.  We soften our hearts 
and open lines of communication with people we’ve 
hurt and who have hurt us.  We practice 
accountability, forgiveness, compassion and 
generosity.  We touch those who are dear to us with 
an extra measure of tenderness and gratitude. 
    This year we set out on this path in a world of 
growing displacement and migration. People forced 
from their homes by war, violence, poverty, drought, 
gentrification, and a swiftly changing climate are 
fighting for survival and searching for a refuge where 
they and their families can be safe.  Some in Kehilla 
are personally impacted, and many in our community 
are stepping up to help--by working to end structural 
violence, by challenging the economics underlying 
displacement, by offering loving personal support to 
immigrants and refugees, by fighting for policies that 
welcome immigrants and refugees, and by joining the 
struggle against deportation, targeting and 
discrimination against people who are undocumented.  
    As a community this year we will enter the inner 
landscape of exile and return.  We’ll encounter the 
stranger who dwells within us, and the stranger who 
dwells among us.  Together we will turn toward this 
tidal wave of displacement, expanding our capacity to 
welcome and support the growing number of 
immigrants and refugees in our midst.  As Torah 
teaches (Lev. 19:33-34), When a stranger resides with 
you in your land, you shall not wrong them.  The 
stranger who resides with you shall be to you as one of 
your citizens; you shall love them as yourself, for you 
were strangers in the land of Mitzrayim. 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 



 20 

 
 

Coming Soon: Pronoun Stickers for Your Nametag 
by Hazzan Shulamit Wise Fairman, Lynn Bravewomon and Rabbi Dev Noily 

  
   As Davey Shlasko writes in the 
Trans*Ally Workbook, 
    “Most of the time, most people 
are on autopilot about pronouns. 
They call all women she, her and 
hers, and all men he, him and his. 
But being on autopilot doesn’t 
always work. Sometimes—
especially, but not only, when 
talking about trans* people—it can 
lead you to call someone a pronoun 
that isn’t what they’re usually 
called or what they want to be 
called.”  
     We are continuing to make 
Kehilla a more welcoming and 
inclusive space for all of our 
members.  All of us appreciate it 
when other people see us as who 
we are.  For  trans* people 
pronouns can be a constant source 
of being seen and affirmed when preferred pronouns 
are used by others; conversely the absence of 
accurate pronouns denies a critical piece of 
recognition and affirmation of identity. 
     Kehilla’s intention to build gender pronoun 
language in our community culture is part of gender-

inclusion efforts that reverse the 
invisibility caused when the wrong 
pronouns are used. 
     As a community of spiritual practice, 
it feels especially important that Kehilla 
be a place where everyone can be seen 
and affirmed in all of who we are.  So 
soon you’ll see a set of pronoun 
stickers next to our nametags. 
 Everyone has the option to add a 
pronoun sticker to your nametag, to let 
others know which pronouns you use.  
By using a sticker, cisgender people can 
support others in our community for 
whom “pronoun autopilot” doesn’t 
work well. 
     Whatever our gender identity, all of 
us have some experiences of resonance 
with the gender we were raised in, and 
some experiences of dissonance with 
the gender we were raised in.  We can 

all lean into those experiences to cultivate our 
compassion for ourselves and each other as we 
navigate this complex and shifting terrain of gender 
identity. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
    

    

A vocabulary moment: 

trans* refers to people whose 
gender identity is different from 

the gender identity they were 
assigned at birth, including 

people who are transgender, 
genderqueer, gender-

nonconforming, gender non-
binary, gender fluid, gender 

fabulous people. 

Cisgender refers to people 
whose gender identity is, for the 

most part, aligned with the 
gender they were assigned at 
birth and in which they were 

socialized. 

Kehilla Sings! 

 
         Interested in being part of a Kehilla Choir this Fall 
and Winter? We may offer this opportunity through 
our Adult Ed program with Bon Singer, a veteran 
cantor and synagogue choir director who has also 
directed Ya'Elah and Kitka.  
     PLEASE click on the following link and fill out a short 
questionnaire by Aug 28 to help us discern whether 
and how to move forward, and pass it on to your 
friends! 

 https://goo.gl/forms/Vd6jFONpn4IphBrK2 

https://goo.gl/forms/Vd6jFONpn4IphBrK2
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The Annual Kehilla Membership Retreat:  
Toward Further Improvements in Accessibility  

by Marilyn Golden & Don Stone 

In our debrief after another successful annual retreat, Kehilla’s Retreat Committee discussed how to achieve further 
improvements in the accessibility of the retreat to all members. Below is a report.  It addresses all dimensions of 
accessibility including affordability, access to the location, planning issues, and mobility access.  
 

Addressing Accessibility  at the Annual Kehilla Summer Retreat

     In the Retreat Committee’s debriefing of this year’s 
retreat, one focus of discussion has been about the 
accessibility challenges of Bort Meadow. There are 
various kinds of accessibility needs, including   
affordability, location, registration constraints, and 
physical mobility, all which contribute to the retreat 
location and experience being attractive and 
welcoming. 
     Affordability. We’ve had many comments that our 
past weekend retreats at retreat centers were out of 
the price range of many individuals and especially 
families—even with elective camping such as at Walker 
Creek Ranch.  
    Location issues: We have had requests for a location 
that is easy to get to on a Friday afternoon for people 
who want to camp the first night—and also for people 
who want make a round trip on Saturday. At Bort 
Meadow and at Walker Ranch, there is lack of cell 
phone reception. This can limit some members’ 
capacity to take part. Sometimes at Bort, there have 
been difficulties getting in and out of the locked gate 
when no one was on duty Friday.  
     Planning flexibility.  We need a site that is big 
enough that it does not require us to commit to a 
certain attendance well in advance. It helps to have 
flexibility that allows for final week commitment to 
attending, or even the day-of. Camping or easy 
commuting helps last minute planning and increases 
the numbers attending—about 25-30% of participants 
sign up or show up the last week. 
     Physical mobility. Challenges come with bumpiness 
or steepness of the terrain, any steps (none at Bort 
Meadow), accessibility to bathrooms (new Bort 
Meadow bathrooms are wheelchair accessible, though 
far from activities), parking availability, drop-off option 
for those needing it, and distance between the 
different stations—food, service, bathrooms, drop-off 
spot. We have had requests from people with mobility 
needs to have more accommodations so that they can 
attend either Bort Meadow, or another site.  
     Given these parameters, we are proceeding in the 
following manner: 

      *Reserve Bort Meadow for a weekend in July 2017 
(already have requested 7/14-16/2017, will hear back 
in late October if we got it). 
     *Tell anyone interested that we welcome their 
research on an alternative site that takes into account 
the factors mentioned above (our deposit for Bort 
Meadow, assuming we get our request, will be small 
enough to forfeit if we find a better site). 
     *Be proactive in responding to accessibility needs. 
Build into the reservation process a way to 
communicate specific needs and figure out best 
practices to meet them. For instance, the registration 
form/website will have a contact person for 
accessibility needs when we start to advertise next 
year’s retreat—Marilyn Golden may be filling this 
function. So coming up with solutions to specific needs 
can be creatively addressed well in advance. 
     Several congregants have already volunteered to 
assist with accessibility issues, including suggesting 
other sites/centers and being available to accompany 
individuals needing assistance to navigate at Bort 
Meadow, which is largely relatively flat, though the 
ground has a bumpy, uneven surface. 
     *Research alternative means of conveyance to 
transport individuals from point to point at the Bort 
Meadow site, possibly in ways that make use of the 
assistance from a volunteer. This research has already 
begun, with an initial finding that vehicles like golf carts 
are probably too expensive to own, rent, or transport 
from rental locations. Kehilla may have access to one 
or more ordinary wheelchairs that can be used. Or, all 
terrain wheelchairs may be one possibility. There may 
be other ways to deal with the bumpy terrain between 
the car turn-around and the dining tables that are not 
dependent upon volunteer assistance, and allow for 
more independent movement. 
     *Other concerns, suggestions, or ideas, regarding 
Kehilla Retreat accessibility issues or how to address 
them? Want to volunteer your assistance? 
     Contact either Marilyn Golden 
at mgolden@dredf.org, or Don Stone 
at donstone1@aol.com or 510-703-0073. 

mailto:mgolden@dredf.org,
mailto:donstone1@aol.com
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On the Origins of Kehilla: 
Social Justice 

                                                     by Rabbi Burt Jacobson 
Note: This is the fifth of a series of 
personal essays on the beginnings of 
Kehilla. Each article shares the 
origins of one or more of the ideals 
and/or values that motivated me to 
start Kehilla. The essays are adapted 

from the manuscript of the book I am in the process of 
completing, tentatively titled There is Only One Love: 
The Ba’al Shem Tov in the Modern World. 
     My passion for social justice came from my mother, 
Gert Jacobson. As the chairwoman of the Anti-
Defamation League in Cleveland during World War II, 
she tried to awaken the Jewish community to the Nazi 
atrocities in Europe. When our family moved to Texas 
in 1947, Gert became the chairwoman of the Anti-
Defamation League in San Antonio. In that capacity she 
worked with teachers in the public schools, instructing 
them on how to promote racial, ethnic and religious 
tolerance in their classrooms.  
     My mother’s commitment to social justice stemmed 
from her father, Ruby Goldberg. My grandfather, who 
was born in Romania, was a women’s tailor. A secular 
Yiddish-speaking Jew, he was strongly drawn to 
socialism. He became a negotiator for the International 
Ladies’ Garment Workers Union in New York. My 
mother remembered him coming home from the 
negotiations, infuriated by the tightfisted attitudes of 
the factory owners. He would go to the kitchen, pick up 
a carving knife and bang it repeatedly on the counter. 
“Those G… d…. bosses, those G… d…. bosses, they 
won’t give us a nickel! They won’t give us a nickel! 
      I did not hear that story until I was an adult, but I 
learned about the biblical prophets as a young student 
in the religious school of Temple Beth El in San 
Antonio. I came to admire the commitment of the 
Reform movement to social justice. 
       Yet, I did not study the words of the biblical 
prophets until I entered rabbinical school. In 1961, as a 
second-year student at the Jewish Theological 
Seminary, I took a seminar with Abraham Joshua 
Heschel on the prophets. By this time, Heschel was well 
on his way to becoming the most well-known Jewish 
religious thinker in the United States.  
       Heschel had completed his dissertation on the 
prophets in the late 1930s in Germany, just as the Nazi 
regime had come into power. In the late 1950s he 
decided to rewrite the book in English. The members of 

our seminar were privileged to read the galley proofs 
of The Prophets with him.  
    In the book’s introduction, Heschel wrote: 
     The things that horrified the prophets are even now 
daily occurrences all over the world. There is no society 
to which Amos’ words would not apply. 

Listen to this, you merchants who crush the 
poor,and trample on the needy! You who are 
thinking,“When will this New Moon festival  
finally be over so that we can sell our grain, and 
this Sabbath day, so we can market our wheat? 
Then we will tamper with the scales, making the 
bushel-measure smaller and the shekel-weight 
bigger. And then we can make slaves of the 
poor, buying them for their debt of a piece of 
silver or a pair of sandals, and we will even get 
paid for moldy wheat.”YHWH, the Pride of Israel, 
has sworn: ‘’I will never forget what you have 
done!’  Amos 8:4-7 

      Indeed, [Heschel continued] the sort of crimes and 
even the amount delinquency that fill the prophets of 
Israel with dismay do not go beyond that which we 
regard as normal, as typical ingredients of social 
dynamics. To us, a single act of injustice—cheating in 
business, exploitation of the poor—is slight; to the 
prophets, a disaster. To us injustice is injurious to the 
welfare of the people; to the prophets, it is a 
deathblow to existence; to us, an episode; to them, a 
catastrophe, a threat to the world.  
     Heschel’s prose was incandescent. I found his ability 
to enter the consciousness of the prophets utterly 
remarkable. As a result, the voices of the prophets 
have both stirred and haunted me throughout my life. 
     In the following years I found myself especially 
drawn to Amos, the first of the literary prophets, who 
focused almost exclusively on the necessity for social 
justice. Amos seemed totally relevant to the political 
climate of the late 1960s. Indeed, the Reverend Martin 
Luther King, Jr., who became Heschel’s friend and 
colleague, often cited Amos’ words. The day before he 
was assassinated in 1968, King delivered a speech in 
support of the striking sanitation workers in Memphis, 
in which he said:    

"Somehow the preacher must have a kind of fire 
shut up in his bones. And whenever injustice is 
around he must tell it. Somehow the preacher must  
[continued on next page] 
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On the Origins of Kehilla (continued) 
 
be an Amos, who said, “When God speaks, who can 
but prophesy?” Again with Amos, “Let justice roll 
down like waters and righteousness like a mighty 
stream.”  

       In the late 1960s I taught classes about Amos and 
his message to both high school students and adults. I 
emphasized the prophet’s fiery denunciations of 
corruption, wealth, luxury, perversion of justice and 
superficial religion.  

       As I thought about starting a synagogue in the early 
1980s, the fierce voice of Amos called out to me. I felt 
that this radical prophet of justice simply had to be 
given a platform in a city like Berkeley, which had been 
strongly identified with rapid social change, civic 
unrest, and political upheaval in the 1960s and ‘70s. 
The political Left was still robust and there were 
moral/political issues— the Israel-Palestine conflict, 
nuclear weapons, central American refugees—that 
cried out to be dealt with from a prophetic religious 
perspective. 

 
Thank you for Your Generosity 

 

Bar/Bat Mitvah Program 
Susan Coto McKenna and Rafael Coto 

General Fund 
Jane Weisbin and Charles Reilly 

Nueva Esperanza Accompaniment Teams (NEAT) 
Hope Friedman 
Irene McPhail 

Carolyn Schour 
Herbert Salomon and Marcia Liberson 

Simone Masson 
Lisa Rothman 
Ralph Silber 

Sandy Vaughn 
And members of Kehilla's three Accompaniment Teams 

Rabbi's Discretionary Fund 
David Levine and Laurel Zien

All Congregants Deserve A Safe Home 

If you or anyone in your home is experiencing: 
     >Child abuse  
     >Elder abuse  
     >Dependent adult abuse  
     >Teen dating violence 
     >Intimate partner violence (domestic violence) 
    The Kehilla Committee Against Abuse (CAA), working along side the Spiritual Life Practices Committee (SLPC), is 
here to help you become or remain safe.   If you are experiencing any kind of abuse, please call: Steven Falk, long-
time Kehilla member, at (510) 708-0517; Julie Patrusky, experienced domestic violence counselor and long-time 
Kehilla member, at (510) 528-0299; or Rabbi David at (510) 547-2424 x103.   Call the Shalom Bayit (Peace in the 
Home) helpline for counseling and advocacy for teen dating violence and domestic violence issues at: (866) SHALOM-
7 (742-5667) toll-free within the Bay Area or (510) 451-7233 (SAFE) outside the Bay Area.
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September 2016 
Fri., Sept. 2, NO Kabbalat Shabbat service tonight. 
Please join us on Friday night, Sept 16.  

Sat., Sept 3, 10:30am, Elul Shabbat Service on the 
Marina – Rosh Chodesh. Yes, it is one month to go to 
Rosh Hashanah and at this special outdoor service on 
the Marina we will celebrate the New Moon of Elul 
which includes Hallel, the musical holiday celebration 
prayers, led by Beth Dickinson. Discussion led by Rabbi 
David on our High Holy Day theme on our how our 
work on immigration and refugees connects to our 
Jewish path. Check the website for location. Bring a 
chair with you and prepare to dress warmly. Kiddush to 
follow.  Please bring vegetarian finger foods to share, if 
you are able.  

Tues., Sept. 6, 7:30pm. Middle East Peace Committee 
Meeting. Back classroom. 

Wed., Sept. 7, 7:50am Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room. (Enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview.)  Doors open at 7:50 a.m., 
short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30, 
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. 

Wed., Sept. 7, 6:30pm  Spiritual Life Practices 
Committee Meeting.  Fireside Room. 

Thurs., Sept. 8, 4-6pm. Kehilla School. Please enter 
through the kitchen door. 

Thurs., Sept. 8, 6:30pm. "700 Benches: 
Experiencing Biblical Hebrew." Taught by Jenna Kemp 
First class of the series.. (See details on p. 10)  

Fri., Sept. 9, 6:30pm, Friday Night Peace Walk with 
Rabbi David and OCO. This is an easy opportunity to 
really be part of the movement for peace in our own 
community led by Oakland Community Organizations’ 
Ceasefire campaign. Rabbi David has affirmed to OCO 
that we will try to have at least ten Kehilla folk join him 
at these walks for community peace.. The campaign is 
many-sided, including the training and mobilization of 
neighborhood peace interveners, the retraining of 
police, and a weekly peace walk with local 
congregations to support a “culture of peace and 
healing” in neighborhoods at risk. Rabbi David reports 
that he has done this about 10 times and it is an 

especially nice way to meet people from across the 
spectrum of Oakland communities.Meet inside First 
Mt. Sinai Church, 1970 86th Ave. For info, call 510-606-
5064.    

Sat., Sept. 10, 10am. Chai Elul Shabbat and New 
Member Welcome. Join our “Bima Team” for a 
spirited, musical service as we immerse in the month of 
Elul and prepare for the High Holy Days. Our newest 
members will receive a special honor during the Torah 
service, and we’ll kick off the morning with Ketzev 
Kehilla, our prayerful percussion orchestra. Come one, 
come all! Children most welcome! Vegetarian potluck 
luncheon to follow. Please bring a vegetarian dish to 
share.  Kiddush also sponsored by Ruth Goldstone & 
James Eder in honor of Ruth's mother Merle S. 
Goldstone's yartzheit. 

Mon., Sept. 12, 7pm. Book Discussion Group. We will 
discuss The Fixer by Bernard Malamud. Fireside Room. 
(See p. 8 for details.) 

Mon., Sept. 12, 7:30pm. Conversion Group. Buber 
Room. (See p. 10 for details.) 

Tues., Sept. 13, 7pm. Generosity Committee meeting. 
Fireside Room. 

Wed., Sept. 14, 7:50am Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room. (Enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview.)  Doors open at 7:50 a.m., 
short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30, 
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. 

Thurs., Sept. 15, 4-6pm. Kehilla School. Please enter 
through the kitchen door. 

Thurs., Sept. 15, 6:30pm. "700 Benches: 
Experiencing Biblical Hebrew." Taught by Jenna Kemp. 
(See details on p. 10.)  

Fri., Sept. 16, 5:30-7:30pm Solar Lights for Gaza 
Fundraiser and Pre-Shabbat Potluck: This is a special 
pre-Shabbat Service gathering and potluck meal 
organized by Kehilla’s Greening Committee and Middle 
East Peace Committee. The purpose is to raise 
tzedakah for Rebuilding Alliance’s project to provide 
solar lights for the residents of Gaza where electricity is 

Kehilla Community Synagogue 
1300 Grand Avenue (at Fairview) 

Piedmont, CA  94610 
(510) 547-2424 

Please come fragrance-free to all Kehilla events, 
for the health of people with respiratory conditions 

and chemical sensitivities. 
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often available for only four or five hours in a day. This 
is especially needed by children who would otherwise 
study at night by hazardous candle or kerosene light. 
(See article p. 8 .) Guest speaker: Donna Baranski-
Walker, founder of Rebuilding Alliance. We will have a 
Potluck Dinner in the Social Hall starting at 5:30.  Please 
bring a vegetarian or fish dish to share.  

Fri., Sept. 16, 7:30pm, Kabbalat Shabbat with Hazzan 
Shulamit, Julie Nesnansky, and Beth Dickinson. Join us 
for a soulful and spirited musical evening to welcome in 
the joy and peace of Shabbat.  Kiddush to follow. 
Please bring veggie finger foods to share! 

Sat., Sept. 17, 10:30am, Elul Shabbat Service with our 
Chevra Kadisha, at Kehilla led by Rabbi David, Hazzan 
Shulamit, and Julie Nesnansky. Celebrating the 
completion of our “Sh’mira Readings Project.” Sh’mira 
is the ritual of staying with the body of the deceased in 
the period preceding the funeral during which the 
shomer (“guardian”) traditionally reads from the book 
of psalms. For our members when they do Sh’mira, 
Kehilla’s Chevra Kadisha has assembled readings from 
innovative and interpretive translations of the psalms 
some of which we will read at this service. We will have 
a short Torah reading that morning with one aliyah. 
Deuteronomy 22:6-12. If you want to chant this, email 
Rabbi David.  In the Fireside Room. Kiddush sponsored 
by the Chevra Kadisha. 

Sat., Sept. 17, 3:30-6:30pm. Kehilla High Holy Days Art 
Reception. Fireside Room and throughout the building. 
(See announcement, p.4 for details.) 

Sun., Sept. 18, 3:30-7pm. A Community Forum on the 
Movement for Black Lives Platform Study & 
Conversation. With Kehilla leaders, staff, and 
members.  (See article, p. 9 for details.) Buber Room. 

Sun., Sept. 18, 1- 3 pm, “We Are the Bridge” Exhibit 
Reception at Osher Marin JCC in San Rafael. Sponsored 
by the Faith Trio (Kehilla, Islamic Cultural Center, 
Montclair Presbyterian). Includes at least two artists 
who are Kehilla members, Lea Delson and Susan 
Freundlich. 200 North San Pedro Rd. San Rafael 94903. 

Sun., Sept. 18, 2pm.  Yoga for Renewal. Rooted in 
Jewish Mystical Teachings. With Julie Emden of Jewish 
LearningWorks.  Co-sponsored by Kehilla.  4th Street 
Yoga, 1809C 4th Street, Berkeley, CA 94710. $25 Public 
/$20 members of co-sponsoring organizations. 
Register: tinyurl.com/yoga918.  

Sun., Sept. 18, 4pm. "Drumming As Prayer" class with 
Debbie Fier. Fireside Room. (See p. _ for details.) 

Wed., Sept. 21, 7:50am Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room (Enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview)  Doors open at 7:50 a.m., 

short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30, 
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. 

Wed., Sept. 21, 7pm. "Drumming As Prayer" class with 
Debbie Fier. Fireside Room. (See p. 11 for details.) 

Thurs., Sept. 22, 4-6pm. Kehilla School. Please enter 
through the kitchen door. 

Thurs., Sept. 22, 6:30pm. "700 Benches: 
Experiencing Biblical Hebrew." Taught by Jenna Kemp. 
Back classroom, main floor. (See details on p. 10.)  

Fri., Sept. 23,  6:-9:00 Bar/Bat Mitzvah Shabbat 
Celebration: This evening is for all Bar Bat Mitzvah 
family members and is a required part of the BBM 
Program. Come to the synagogue to welcome in the 
new school year and the New Year with a festive 
Shabbat evening. We will begin with a short table 
service followed by a vegetarian potluck.   Fireside 
Room & Sanctuary. 

Fri., Sept. 23,  6:30pm Tot Shabbat.  For babies and 
children up to 5 years old (or older if they enjoy it) and 
their grown-ups. Led by Jen Miriam Kantor, Alon 
Altman and Jen’s puppet friends. Please bring a 
vegetarian potluck dish.  Social Hall. Childcare will be 
provided upon request. 

Sat., Sept. 24, No Shabbat Morning service – Join us 
tonight for Pre-Holy Days Ingathering. 

Sat., Sept. 24. The Bird of Many Colors: A Pre-Holy 
Days Ingathering: 7:15pm schmooze with 
refreshments in the Social Hall, program begins at 8pm.  
Gather with us one week before Rosh Hashanah, as we 
turn together toward the Days of Awe. This year, rather 
than observing Selichot with a service, all are welcome 
to an evening of community, music, stories, meditation 
and reflection.  Join us in the social hall for a little nosh 
and socializing, followed by a program led by the 
Kehilla spiritual leadership and musical prayer leaders, 
as we focus our awareness and maybe set some 
intention for our experience of the holy days.   If you 
are new to Kehilla, or to Kehilla’s observance of the 
High Holydays, this evening is a lovely way to begin the 
experience.  If you’re accustomed to the Selichot 
services of the last few years, you’ll find a similar 
opportunity in this program for settling into intention 
and reflection. 

Sun., Sept. 25, 8:15am-4pm, ROPES course for Bar/Bat 
Mitzvah Students. Students will carpool together to 
the spectacular Fort Miley for a day of fun, adventure 
and an exploration of team building activities. BBM 
families will receive more information about this in the 
mail. 
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Sun., Sept. 25, 1:15-3:30 pm. Interfaith Environmental 
Activity with the Faith Trio (Kehilla, Islamic Cultural 
Center, Montclair Presbyterian). This interfaith activity 
involves removing non-native plants in Joaquin Miller 
Park. Four more volunteers from Kehilla are still 
needed. To volunteer, call Lea Delson 510-528-6725. 

Sun., Sept. 25, 9am. Joyfully Jewish for 
Kindergarteners. Back classroom, main floor. 

Sun., Sept. 25, 5pm. "Mrs. Reiff and the Counterfeit 
Shop," a staged play reading by Stephanie Anne 
Johnson. Sponsored by Kehilla. A touching portrait of 
the friendship between a Black teenager and a 
Holocaust survivor in the 1960s.(See details, p. 6.) 

Tues., Sept. 27, 6:45pm. (Dinner at 6:15)  Board of 
Trustees Meeting. All are welcome. Fireside  Room. 

Wed., Sept. 28, 7:50am Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room. (Enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview.)  Doors open at 7:50 a.m., 
short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30, 
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. 

Thurs., Sept. 29, 4-6pm. Kehilla School. Please enter 
through the kitchen door. 

Thurs., Sept. 29, 6:30pm. "700 Benches: 
Experiencing Biblical Hebrew." Taught by Jenna Kemp. 
Back classroom, main floor. (See details on p. 10.)  

Fri., Sept. 30.  No Services. 
 

October 2016 
Sat., Oct. 1, 10:30am, Elul Shabbat Service at Kehilla 
with Sharon Grodin and Julie Nesnanksy, a smaller 
service in the Fireside Room, with music and reflection.   
  
Sun., Oct. 2, 6:30pm, Erev Rosh Hashanah services at 
Scottish Rite Center, 1547 Lakeside Drive, Oakland.  For 
both adults and children, start at 6:30pm. Sermon by 
Rabbi Dev.  
 
Mon., Oct. 3. Rosh Hashanah services. SERVICES WILL 
END before 12:45! at Scottish Rite Center, 1547 
Lakeside Drive, Oakland. Our leaders are determined to 
conclude the service  in time for tashlich and lunch at a 
reasonable hour. 
8:30 – 9:15am. Silent Meditation Space - 3rd Floor 
9:30am – 12:40pm. Main Rosh Hashanah Morning 
Service, beginning with Ketzev Kehilla with Kehilla’s 
Spiritual Leaders, Hazzan Shulamit and our Musical 
Prayer Leaders 
10:00 – 11:15am. Family and Youth Service with Rabbi 
Dev Noily, Sandra Razieli, Natalie Boskin, and Musical 

Prayer Leader Beth Dickinson and surprise guests! 
Children, teens and adults welcome. 

10:15 - 11:15am. Rosh Hashanah Toddler Services with 
Jen Miriam and Alon Altman. Geared towards babies, 
tots, and kids up to 5 years olds and their grown ups or 
families. 
12:45-12:55pm, Tashlich at Lake Merritt (across the 
street from services) with Rabbi David. 

 Tues., Oct. 4, 9:30am-12:30pm, Second Day Rosh 
Hashanah Services at Kehilla, 1300 Grand Avenue, 
Piedmont, with Rabbi Chaya Gusfield and Eve Decker. 
Kehilla Sanctuary. Receive the replenishment of 
contemplative song, story, and silence. Rabbi Chaya 
Gusfield and Buddhist teacher and musician Eve Decker 
use the beautiful complement of Jewish and Buddhist 
teachings, music, and spiritual practices to delve deeply 
into the essence of this holy day. A more intimate 
service for the second day. 

Wed., Oct. 5, 7:50am Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room. (Enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview.)  Doors open at 7:50 a.m., 
short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30, 
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. 

Wed., Oct. 5, 6:30pm. Spiritual Life Practices 
Committee meeting. Fireside Room. 

Wed., Oct. 5, 7:30pm. Middle East Peace Committee 
Meeting. Fireside Room. 

Thurs., Oct. 6. No Kehilla School. 

Fri., Oct. 7, 7:30pm. NO Kabbalat Shabbat services. 
Please join us for Shabbat Shuva on Saturday morning, 
Oct 8. Our next Kabbalat Shabbat service with Hazzan 
Shulamit will be on November 4.   

Sat., Oct. 8, 10:30am. Shabbat Shuva Service at 
Kehilla.  Join Howard Hamburger and Julie Nesnansky 
for the special Shabbat service situated within the Ten 
Days of Awe. We take the themes of the High Holydays 
and we explore them in the context of Shabbat in a 
smaller service context. Kiddush sponsored by Beth 
Weinberger in memory of her mother, Frieda 
Weinberger, and by Amy Bat Tzipora in memory of her 
beloved Bubbies, Zaydies, mother and father. 

Mon., Oct. 10, 7pm.  Book Discussion Group.  We will 
discuss Mystics of Mile End by Sigal Samuel. Fireside 
Room. 

Tues., Oct. 11, 6:30pm. Kol Nidre Service (for grown 
ups) at Scottish Rite Center, 1547 Lakeside Drive, 
Oakland. Judaism’s most cherished prayer sung once a 
year, Kol Nidre, kicks off a day of collective 
introspection. Sermon by Rabbi David. 
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 Tues., Oct. 11, 6:30pm. Family Kol Nidre Service (for 
children and family) at Kehilla, 1300 Grand Avenue, 
Piedmont Led by Rabbi Dev Noily & Lior Ben-Hur.  
Geared toward children ages 6-12.  Children of all ages 
and adults welcome. 

Tues., Oct. 11, 6:30pm, Toddler Kol Nidre Service (for 
babies and tots) at Kehilla, 1300 Grand Avenue, 
Piedmont Led by Jen Miriam and Alon Altman.  A 
musical, spiritual journey geared toward kids up to 5 
years old and their grown ups.  

Wed., Oct. 12. Yom Kippur Morning Services 
at Scottish Rite Center, 1547 Lakeside Drive, Oakland 
8:30am- 9:15am, Silent Meditation Space 
9:30am,  Main Yom Kippur Morning Service 
10:00am- 11:00am, Youth Services  (6th - 8th grades) 

 Wed., Oct. 12. Yom Kippur Afternoon/Evening 
Services & Activities at Kehilla, 1300 Grand Avenue, 
Piedmont 
2:00- 4:30pm Drop off potluck offerings at Kehilla (or 
bring them at 7:45pm) 
2:30-3:30 pm Workshops 
4:30 pm Yizkor (Remembrance of those who died) 
5:15 pm Rabbi Burt sermon, Healing Service & 
Dukhanen (Priestly blessings) 
6:30 pm Ne’ila (Closing the Gates) 
8:00pm-9:30pm Community Pot Luck Break-Fast at 
Kehilla. Please bring a vegetarian main dish to share. 
Food can be dropped off at Kehilla between 2:00 & 
4:30 p.m., or at 7:45 p.m. 

Thurs., Oct. 13. No Kehilla School. 

Fri., Oct. 14, 6:30pm, Friday Night Peace Walk with 
OCO. Usually Rabbi David is on these walks but may be 
out of town this weekend. But Kehilla people have 
been coming, so it would be great to continue to have 
our shul’s participation in David’s absence. This is an 
easy opportunity to really be part of the movement for 
peace in our own community led by Oakland 
Community Organizations’ Ceasefire campaign. The 
campaign is many-sided including the training and 
mobilization of neighborhood peace interveners, the 
retraining of police, and a weekly peace walk with local 
congregations to support a “culture of peace and 
healing” in neighborhoods at risk. The neighbors there 
support these walks and it has always been peaceful 
and friendly. It’s a nice way to meet people from across 
the spectrum of Oakland communities who support 
Ceasefire efforts. Meet inside First Mt. Sinai Church, 
1970 86th Ave. For info, call 510-606-5064.   

Sat. Oct. 15, 10:30am. Shabbat Service with Sharon 
Grodin and Beth Dickinson. As we read the poem that 
comprises parashat Haazinu (Deuteronomy 32), we can 

see the influence of the theology of the prophets on 
this chapter. Of course, the prophets were centuries 
after Moses, so this is a much later insert into the 
Torah with a very different way of seeing God. What 
was this theology and how does it connect to later 
Jewish spirituality and to our social activism today? We 
will especially look at Deuteronomy 32:37-40. Kiddush 
to follow. Bring a veggy potluck dish to share. Fireside 
Room. 

Sun., Oct. 16, 11am-1pm. Kehilla Neighborhood 
Brunches. 

Sun., Oct. 16, 5:30pm. Chai Mitzvah Group. Back 
classroom, main floor.   (See details, p. 11.)  

Mon., Oct. 17, 7-9pm. Community Discussion of Ballot 
Propositions and Local Measures.  Sponsored by the 
Economic Justice Committee, the Greening Committee 
and Anti-Death Penalty Action Group. Social Hall. (See 
article, p. 17.) 

Mon., Oct. 17, 6:30pm. "Elements of Magical Judaism" 
class. Taught by Jude Elfe & Jonathan Furst. Sanctuary.  
(See p. 12 for details.) 

Wed., Oct. 19, 7:50am Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room. (Enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview.)  Doors open at 7:50 a.m., 
short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30, 
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. 

Wed., Oct. 19, 7pm. Economic Justice Committee 
Meeting. Social Hall. 

Thurs., Oct. 20, 4-6pm. Kehilla School. Please enter 
through the kitchen door. 

Fri., Oct. 21, 6:30pm, Sukkot Shabbat Friday Evening 
Potluck in the Sukkah. Bring the whole family and join 
us for a Sukkot dinner in the Sukkah (and/or Social 
Hall). This is not a ritual-heavy event – our major 
purpose is to celebrate and be happy, which is the very 
purpose the Torah describes for the holiday. We’ll do a 
few blessings, then a potluck dinner, conversation, 
perhaps a chance for kids to make sukkah decorations, 
and then, as you choose to, do the ritual of blessing the 
lulav palm frond and shaking in blessing to all the 
world’s directions with Rabbi David. At Kehilla 
Remember: Bring a veggy potluck dish to share and be 
joyous. 

Sat., Oct. 22, 10:30am. Sukkot Shabbat with Special 
Procession.  Appropriate for everyone in the family. 
Join Rabbi David & Julie Nesnansky as we celebrate 
Sukkot with a joyous musical service and processions 
(“hakafot”) with lulav followed by Kiddush in the 
sukkah. Bring veggie finger food to share. 
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Mon. Oct. 24. Simchat Torah Celebration at Chochmat 
HaLev  2215 Prince St., Berkeley at Fulton. 
Join with all the Bay Area Renewal communities for a 
night of sacred and ecstastic dancing to live music and 
special Torah chanting to celebrate the conclusion of 
our High Holy Day journey.    
6:00pm  Special Kids Celebration with Jen Miriam and 
Alon Altman, dance and sing around the Torah with  
puppets, music and friends 
6:30pm Vegetarian potluck dinner 
7:00 pm Maariv, Dancing and Torah service with the 
Shirat HaLev Musicians 
9:30 pm- Kiddush and refreshments 
Donation:  Members of participating organizations: 
$15-10   General Public $20-15   Children: $5 

Tues., Oct. 25, 6:45pm. (Dinner at 6:15)  Board of 
Trustees Meeting. All are welcome. Fireside  Room. 

Wed., Oct. 26, 7:50am Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room. (Enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview.)  Doors open at 7:50 a.m., 
short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30, 
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. 

Wed., Oct. 26, 7pm. A Class in the Poetic Word. Taught 
by Lenore Weiss. Fireside Room. (See p. 12 for details.) 

Thurs., Oct. 27, 4-6pm.  Kehilla School. Please enter 
through the kitchen door. 

Thurs., Oct. 27, 6:30pm. "700 Benches: 
Experiencing Biblical Hebrew." Taught by Jenna Kemp. 
(See details on p. 10)  

Fri., Oct. 28, 6:30pm, Tot Shabbat. For children up to 5 
years old (or older if they enjoy it) and their grown-ups. 
Led by Jen Miriam Kantor, Alon Altman and Jen’s 
puppet friends. Please bring a vegetarian potluck dish. 
In the Social Hall. 

Sat., Oct 29, 10:30am.  Shabbat Service and Torah 
Study with Rabbi David and Beth Dickinson. Here we go 
again! We are starting the Torah anew from the first 
parasha of the Torah. We will be looking at the mythic 
Garden of Eden story and how it has been 
reinterpreted in traditional and modern midrash (such 
as by Lilith Magazine and John Steinbeck). During the 
service, rather than chanting the Torah we will study 

and discuss Chapter 3 of Genesis. Followed by Kiddush. 
Bring veggie finger food to share. 

Sat., Oct.29, 9am. 30th annual Harmony Walk/Run to 
End Homelessness in Richmond, hosted by the Greater 
Richmond Interfaith Program (GRIP). Check-in 9:30am. 
Walk begins 10:30am.The web address with a link to 
our team page & further details will be provided in the 
Kehilla weekly e-mails. You can walk or run for as 
much, or as little, a distance as you want.  And, there 
will be a festival in the park after the walk. (See 
announcement, p. 14.) 

Sun., Oct. 30, 2:30-5:00, (1) Nuts and Bolts Workshop 
for Parents & (2) Interactive Discussion with Shalom 
Bayit for Bar/Bat Mitzvah Students 
(1) is required for parents, (2) is highly recommended 
for Students 
   Parents who have previously gone through the 
program will be coming to and share their nuts and 
bolts experiences about planning for the whole year, 
including sharing details about how to keep things 
organized, as well as kiddush and party planning. 
Simultaneously, Zephira Derblich-Milea from Shalom 
Bayit will be presenting her award-winning workshop, 
“Love Shouldn’t Hurt.” www.shalom-bayit.org/teen 
In this workshop, students will have the opportunity to 
learn and discuss about how to build and maintain 
healthy relationships.    
For questions or to request childcare for BBM related 
activities, contact sandra@kehillasynagogue.org.  

Mon., Oct. 31, 6:30-9:30pm. "Elements of Magical 
Judaism" class. Taught by Jude Elfe & Jonathan Furst. 
Sanctuary.  (See p. 12 for details.) 

Sat., Nov. 5, 6:45pm. Annual Harvest Dinner of the 
Faith Trio (Kehilla, Islamic Cultural Center, Montclair 
Presbyterian). Come early at 6:15 if you would like to 
be present at the Muslim evening prayer. Followed by 
multi-faith blessings before dinner. Designated potluck: 
Kehilla members bring veggy salads (fish okay). 
Muslims, Jews and Christians eating together and an 
opportunity to discuss the subject of the evening: 
Solidarity: A Spiritual Necessity. At the Islamic Cultural 
Center, 1433 Madison Street, Oakland. 
 

 
  

http://www.shalom-bayit.org/teen
mailto:sandra@kehillasynagogue.org.
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Kehilla Community Synagogue 
Please use the following number for all staff:  (510) 547-2424 

Co-Rabbi, David J. Cooper 
Rabbidavid@kehillasynagogue.org 

Co-Rabbi, Dev Noily  
RabbiDev@kehillasynagogue.org 

Executive Director,  Michael Saxe-Taller 
Michael@kehillasynagogue.org 

Managing Director, Beth Bittle 
Beth@kehillasynagogue.org 

Hazzan Shulamit Wise Fairman 
Shulamit@kehillasynagogue.org 

Bar/Bat Mitvzah Program Director, Sandra Razieli 
Sandra@kehillasynagogue.org 

Founding Rabbi, Burt Jacobson   (510) 283-5704 
RabBurt@earthlink.net 
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Communications Coordinator,  
Sasha Gottfried 
Sasha@kehillasynagogue.org 

Youth Programs Coordinator,  
Natalie Boskin  
Natalie@kehillasynagogue.org 

Bookkeeper, Molly Melamed 
Molly@kehillasynagogue.org 

Events Line: 

Fax: (510) 547-2442 

Chevra Kadisha: 
Jane Hoberman: 510-843-6047 

Committee Against Abuse: 
Steven Falk: 510-339-0517 

Spiritual Life Practices Committee Chair:  
Shoshana Finacom 
Spirituallife@kehillasynagogue.org 
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              High Holy Days 5777/2016 
                     Seeking Shelter in the Days of Awe:  
            Immigrants and Refugees, Longing and Home 
                                                    by Rabbi Dev Noily 

     In March of this year a 
group of Kehilla members 
working on immigration 
issues called a meeting to 
connect people in our 
community who are involved 

in all kinds of work and service with immigrants and 
refugees, and the laws and policies affecting them. 
    Here are some of the ways people who came to the 
meeting are engaged: 

 Working with Nueva Esperanza to form 
accompaniment teams who provide direct 
support to newly arrived Central American 
immigrants; 

 Supporting LGBT refugees through the Jewish 
Family and Community Services of the East 
Bay LGBT refugee resettlement program ; 

 Working with Jewish Voice for Peace doing 
neighborhood canvassing focused on 
welcoming refugees and ending Muslim 
profiling; 

 Participating in monthly vigils at the ICE West 
County Detention Facility to support 
immigrant detainees and their families; 

 Exploring Kehilla's potential to be a sanctuary 
synagogue for those who face deportation; 

 Providing legal or counseling services to 
immigrants; 

 Providing direct or financial support for Syrian 
and other refugees in Europe, through the 
Hebrew Immigrant Aid Society (HIAS) and 
other agencies; 

 Working with the East Bay Interfaith 
Immigration Coalition; 

 Providing support to Syrian refugees coming 
to the U.S. 

    I left that meeting inspired and moved by the 
incredible energy among people in the Kehilla 
community.  There are so many ways that so many 
people are supporting immigrants and refugees, 

fighting against deportations and human rights 
abuses, and advocating for policy changes that reflect 
our commitment to welcome people who are fleeing 
war, persecution and social and economic turmoil.   
    One thing that came up at the meeting was the 
need to let more people know about the work that’s 
happening, and to help more people join in.  How 
could we get word out about where contributions are 
needed and how people contribute—whether 
someone has an occasional few hours or dollars to 
give, or has housing to share, or can offer an ongoing 
gift of time? 
    When the Spiritual Leadership team (Rabbi David, 
Hazzan Shulamit, Avi Rose, Rabbi Burt, Howard 
Hamburger, Sandra Razieli, Sharon Grodin and myself) 
met to consider our theme for this year’s High Holy 
Days, “immigrants and refugees” emerged as a 
compelling choice.  We saw at least a trio of 
interconnected reasons to dig into this ground:  (1) the 
urgent humanitarian and justice issues underlying the 
unprecedented migration underway, (2) the energy 
already flowing in Kehilla to address the crises, and (3) 
the potential for our coming together for High Holy 
Days to help more people respond to the crises.  
    One more reason to let ourselves be guided by this 
theme is its profoundly rich spiritual terrain.  
Experiences of seeking refuge, migrating, yearning for 
home and offering harbor and kindness to those 
fleeing from danger open up the big questions that all 
of us sometimes face in moments of stillness.  What is 
the sense of disorientation, separateness or apartness 
that we sometimes feel? How do we come to be at 
home in the world and in ourselves? What is our 
longing for connection and at-one-ment—where does 
it come from, and where can it lead us? What are our 
personal and communal histories of migration and 
how do they shape us? How can we move toward 
harmony and balance between our unique individual 
experience and our shared connection to all that is? 

[continued on p. 19]
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Renew Your Membership Now! 
    Kehilla members in good standing will automatically 

receive complimentary admission to High Holy Day 
services when you renew your membership for 2015-16.  

Your admission to High Holy Day services will be your 
name at the door, along with your name tag.  

    To renew your membership, please visit our website at 
www.KehillaSynagogue.org.     

 

Discounts 
On First-Time Membership 

    We are offering a discount on membership dues 
through December 1, 2016. Dues are $200 for Adults 
under 30, and $660 for Adults 30 and over, and will 
include tickets to all High Holy Day services. Conversely, 
any payment made for High Holy Day tickets can be 
applied to the cost of membership. Payment plans can be 
arranged. 

   Visit the website at www.KehillaSynagogue.org and 
click on “JOIN” for more information, or  contact Sasha at 
(510) 547-2424 x100 or Sasha@KehillaSynagogue.org.   

 

 

High Holy Day Tickets  
for the General Public 

Tickets to services  for the general public can be 
ordered on the website at 

http://kehillasynagogue.org/highholydays/  

Tickets will also be available 
 for purchase at the door. 

High Holy Days Schedule 
The Bird of Many Colors:  

A Pre-Holy Days Ingathering 
Saturday, September 24  

Social hour at 7:15, Program at 8pm 

Erev Rosh Hashanah at Scottish Rite Center  
Sunday, October 2, 6:30pm  

Rosh Hashanah at Scottish Rite Center  
Monday, October 3, 9:30am  

Rosh Hashanah Family & Youth Service 
 at Scottish Rite Center 
Monday, October 3, 10am 

Rosh Hashanah Toddler Services 
at Scottish Rite Center 

Monday, October 3, 10:15am 

Second Day Rosh Hashanah at Kehilla  
Tuesday, October 4, 9:30am 

Shabbat Shuvah at Kehilla 
Saturday, October 8, 10:30am 

Kol Nidre at Scottish Rite Center 
 Tuesday, October 11, 6:30pm  

Kol Nidre Family Service at Kehilla  
Tuesday, October 11, 6:30pm 

Kol Nidre Toddler Service at Kehilla  
Tuesday, October 11, 6:30pm 

Yom Kippur Day at Scottish Rite Center  
Wednesday, October 12, 9:30am  

Yom Kippur Youth Service for 6th-8th Graders 
at Scottish Rite Center 

Wednesday, October 12, 10am 

Yom Kippur Afternoon/Evening at Kehilla 
Wednesday, October 12 

2:00-4:30pm: Drop off potluck offerings* 
2:30-3:30pm: Workshops 

 4:30pm: Yizkor (Remembrance) 
5:15pm: Rabbi Burt Teaching, Healing Service & Dukhanen  

6:30pm: Ne’ila (Closing the Gates) 
8pm: Community Potluck Break-fast 

*Please bring a vegetarian main dish to share. Food can be 
dropped off at Kehilla between 2:00 & 4:30pm or at 7:45pm 

 

 

KKeehhiillllaa  HHiigghh  HHoollyy  DDaayyss  
22001166//55777777 

http://www.KehillaSynagogue.org.
http://www.KehillaSynagogue.org
mailto:Sasha@KehillaSynagogue.org.
http://kehillasynagogue.org/highholydays/
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Executively Speaking  
A New Year: Looking Ahead 

                                         by Michael Saxe-Taller, Executive Director 
      

       It is again that time of the Jewish 
cycle when we reflect on the past year    
and imagine the one that is coming.   
     This year, my first full Jewish year at 
Kehilla, was filled with important 

moments and solid growth for us as a congregation. We 
finished the year a stronger, more cohesive community. 
We have increased our membership, solidified our 
finances, updated our technology, prepared for an 
upcoming rabbinic transition and developed even more 
committed congregant leaders (for specifics, see my June 
Kol Kehilla article at http://kehillasynagogue.org/oh-
what-a-year/. I think we can be proud of all that we did 
to strengthen our community and to make constructive 
change in the communities around us. 
     I am jazzed for the year that is coming up. We enter 
the year planted on firm ground,  prepared to face the 
next important set of challenges for us as a community. I 
think these include: 
     Caring for our building – Our physical home is in need 
of some significant repair. In addition, we want our 
building to be more accessible and more welcoming to 
our own community and to those who join us.  
     Completing our Rabbinic transition – Rabbis David and 
Dev will be serving as Co-Rabbis for this year until the  

 
next stage of the transition occurs in July 2017. We will 
have many chances to appreciate Rabbi David for his 
years of work and to prepare for Rabbi Dev’s step into 
the senior rabbinic role. We will also be searching for a 
dynamic new Director of Kehilla School to join our Kehilla 
leadership team.  
     Addressing the issues of a growing community – 
Kehilla grew by 25 member households in the past year 
and we have reason to think that we will continue to 
grow this year as well. We will need to put attention to 
welcoming our new members, as well as to how we 
maintain our intimacy and individual care while we grow. 
     Thinking about our next 5-10 years – As our present 
day situation has become stable, we now have the 
opportunity to image our future as a congregation and to 
strategize and prioritize the steps that will get us there.    
The Kehilla Board and many of our other committees will 
have opportunities to do this kind of thinking. 
     I am excited for the opportunity to engage with you 
this year on these issues and on the many other aspects 
of Kehilla life.  
     May we all have a sweet year of working, building, 
growing and celebrating together as a community. 
L’Shana Tova

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

It's Membership Renewal Time! 

    It is time again for you to renew your annual Kehilla dues pledge. 

     We are excited to have a new membership renewal and registration process, a result of another one of our 
year’s major accomplishments - a new, upgraded database. We now have one form that is used for membership 
renewals, new memberships and religious school registrations. The form will combine all fees and allow you to 
set up a payment plan. We will also be able to automatically update your contact information into the database.  

     We strongly encourage everyone to renew their membership electronically. If you need a paper registration 
form, please contact Sasha Gottfried at 510-547-2424 x100 or Sasha@kehillasynagogue.org  

     You have recently received a letter and a couple of emails outlining the renewal/registration process. You can 
access the renewal/registration form by going to the to the Kehilla website or to the link in the renewal emails.  

     We deeply appreciate your membership in this community and look forward to another year together! 

  

http://kehillasynagogue.org/oh-
mailto:Sasha@kehillasynagogue.org
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Chai Elul Shabbat & 
New Member Welcome 

Saturday, September 10, 10am 

      Join our “Bima Team” for a spirited, musical service as 
we immerse in the month of Elul and prepare for the High 
Holy Days. Our newest members will receive a special 
honor during the Torah service, and we’ll kick off the 
morning with Ketzev Kehilla, our prayerful percussion 
orchestra. Come one, come all! Children most welcome! 
Vegetarian potluck luncheon to follow. Please bring a 
vegetarian dish to share.  Kiddush also sponsored by Ruth 
Goldstone & James Eder in honor of Ruth's mother Merle 
S. Goldstone's yartzheit. 

 

Solar Lights for Gaza Fundraiser & 
 Pre-Shabbat Potluck 

Friday, September 16, 5:30pm 
     This is a special pre-Shabbat Service gathering and 
potluck meal organized by Kehilla’s Greening Committee 
and Middle East Peace Committee. The purpose is to raise 
tzedakah for Rebuilding Alliance’s project to provide solar 
lights for the residents of Gaza where electricity is often 
available for only four or five hours in a day. This is 
especially needed by children who would otherwise study 
at night by hazardous candle or kerosene light. Guest 
speaker: Donna Baranski-Walker, founder of Rebuilding 
Alliance. We will have a Potluck Dinner in the Social Hall 
starting at 6:00.  Please bring a vegetarian or fish dish to 
share.  Followed by Kabbalat Shabbat Service at 7:30. (See 
article, p. 8.) 

 

Elul Shabbat Service with  
the Chevra Kadisha 

Saturday, September 17, 10:30am 

     Led by Rabbi David, Hazzan Shulamit, and Julie 
Nesnansky. Celebrating the completion of our “Sh’mira 
Readings Project.” Sh’mira is the ritual of staying with the 
body of the deceased in the period preceding the funeral 
during which the shomer (“guardian”) traditionally reads 
from the book of psalms. For our members, when they do 
Sh’mira, Kehilla’s Chevra Kadisha has assembled readings 
from innovative and interpretive translations of the psalms, 
some of which we will read at this service. We will have a 
short Torah reading that morning with one aliyah. 
Deuteronomy 22:6-12. If you want to chant this, email 
Rabbi David.  In the Fireside Room. Kiddush sponsored by 
the Chevra Kadisha. 

A Community Forum on the  
Movement for Black Lives Platform 

Study & Conversation 
Sunday September 18, 3:30 – 7:00pm 

     Join us as we come together to study the 
platform as a community and to listen deeply to 
what the Movement’s leaders are saying. Rabbi 
David, Rabbi Dev, Hazzan Shulamit, and Rabbi Burt 
have endorsed the Movement for Black Lives 
Platform as individuals.  We invite you to read the 
entire platform, either ahead of time or at the 
Forum.   
    Our intention is to create a community forum 
that centers the Platform’s demands for racial and 
economic justice, while making space for the 
complex emotional responses that may arise for us 
in relationship to Jewish identity, racial identity and 
all the aspects of ourselves that make each of us 
who we are. 
    ( See article on p. 9 for details.)  

Kehilla High Holy Days Art Reception 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Saturday, September 17, 3:30-6:30pm 

     Kehilla is honored to present a group show 
reflecting this year’s High Holy Days theme of 
Immigrants. Refugees. Longing. Home. For the first 
time, Kehilla will be using art to deepen our 
individual and collective connection to the High Holy 
Days. 
     Over 20 Kehilla members have contributed more 
than 30 pieces, including sketches, paintings, mixed 
media, ceramics, photos, and narrative. The work is 
both beautiful and powerful. We invite you to join us 
at the artists’ reception.  Thanks to the talent and 
generosity of our congregation, art will be displayed 
not only in the Fireside Room but throughout the 
synagogue. Light refreshments will be served. We 
look forward to seeing you there! 
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A Gym for Writers 
     Have you always wanted to explore writing and 
other writers, but need a supportive environment 
to get the ink going? Here's an open invitation for 
all those who'd like to discuss forming a Jewish-
based writing group. 
     The possibilities might include — a place where 
we can generate new writing based on prompts 
and other self-starters, exchange information 
about our favorite Jewish writers and poets, read 
together, or something else.  
      If interested, please contact Lenore Weiss at 
webcontentlw@gmail.com  with "Gym for 
Writers"  in the subject line.   

Yoga for Renewal: 
Rooted in Jewish Mystical Teachings 

with Julie Emden of Jewish LearningWorks 

 

Sunday, September 18, 2:00-4:00pm 

     Integrate, mind, body, heart and spirit. Enhance 
your practices for living in balance and wellness with 
this gentle, grounded Iyengar-based yoga and 
movement practice infused with themes of 
realignment and renewal for the Jewish New Year. 

     Location:  4th Street Yoga, 1809 4th St., Berkeley 
     Cost:  $25.   Register: yogasept20.eventbrite.com 

     Co-sponsored by 4th Street Yoga, Chochmat HaLev, 
Congregation Netivot Shalom, Kehilla Community 

Synagogue, Temple Sinai Oakland. 

     Contact: jemden@jewishlearningworks.org 
About Julie Emden:  Julie directs the Embodied Jewish 
Learning Initiative at Jewish LearningWorks. A graduate of 
five fellowship and certification programs related to her 
work as a Jewish Educator and as a Yoga, Movement and 
Dance Instructor, Julie holds a BA from the University of 
Michigan. She holds teaching certifications in Iyengar-
based yoga from the Yoga Room in Berkeley, in Yoga and 
Jewish Spirituality from Elat Chayyim Center for Jewish 
Spirituality, and in Movement-based Expressive Arts from 
Tamalpa Institute.  

 “We Are the Bridge” Exhibit Reception 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Sunday, September 18, 1- 3 pm 
     This exhibit showcases works by artists of multiple 
faith traditions, and is sponsored by the Faith Trio 
(Kehilla, Islamic Cultural Center, and Montclair 
Presbyterian).  It includes a large selection from the 
May 2015 interfaith exhibition held at the Islamic 
Cultural Center of Northern California. Kehilla artists 
Tamar Raine, Susan Freundlich and Lea Delson are 
represented in this exhibit, along with many other 
wonderful artists.  Free Reception with Music. 

 At Osher Marin JCC  
 200 North San Pedro Rd. San Rafael 

 
Mission Dolores Window by Lea Delson 

 

The Bird of Many Colors: 
A Pre-Holy Days Ingathering 

Saturday, September 24 
Shmooze: 7:15pm  Program: 8pm 

     Gather with us one week before Rosh Hashanah, as 
we turn together toward the Days of Awe. This year, 
rather than observing Selichot with a service, all are 
welcome to an evening of community, music, stories, 
meditation and reflection.  

      Join us in the social hall for a little nosh and 
socializing, followed by a program led by the Kehilla 
spiritual leadership and musical prayer leaders, as we 
focus our awareness and maybe set some intention for 
our experience of the holy days.   If you are new to 
Kehilla, or to Kehilla’s observance of the High Holydays, 
this evening is a lovely way to begin the experience.  If 
you’re accustomed to the Selichot services of the last 
few years, you’ll find a similar opportunity in this 
program for settling into intention and reflection. 

 

mailto:webcontentlw@gmail.com
mailto:jemden@jewishlearningworks.org
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"Mrs. Reiff And The Counterfeit Shop" 
by Stephanie Anne Johnson 

A Staged Play Reading 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Sunday, September 25, 5pm 

     We are delighted to present a staged reading of 
Stephanie Anne Johnson’s newest play. This 
autobiographical portrait begins when teenaged 
Stephanie looks into the window of an art store in 
Englewood, New Jersey. 
      Welcomed by Mrs. Reiff, the owner of the 
Counterfeit Shop, they develop a decades long 
friendship which transcends age, culture, race, and 
religion. There are flashbacks to highlight this 
historical moment on the East Coast when Black 
people and Jewish people shared common cause in 
the quest for social justice. A surprising cultural 
intersection is revealed at the end of the play. 
      Susan Felix, Bruce Bierman, and Stephanie Anne 
Johnson will be the readers. Bruce Bierman will lead 
participants in Jewish dance before an open 
discussion of this play in development.   
     People of all ages are welcome to attend this 
event.  Admission is free. Donations for the actors 
and technician will be gratefully accepted. 

In the Sanctuary 

 

Sukkot Shabbat: 
Friday Evening Potluck in the Sukkah 

 
Friday, October 21, 6:30pm 

    Bring the whole family and join us for a Sukkot 
dinner in the Sukkah (and/or Social Hall). This is not a 
ritual-heavy event – our major purpose is to 
celebrate and be happy which is the very purpose 
the Torah describes for the holiday. We’ll do a few 
blessings, then a potluck dinner, conversation, 
perhaps a chance for kids to make sukkah 
decorations, and then, as you choose to, do the ritual 
of blessing the lulav palm frond and shaking in 
blessing to all the world’s directions with Rabbi 
David.   Remember: Bring a veggie potluck dish to 
share and be joyous! (Fish okay, but no shellfish, 
please.) 

 

Annual Harvest Dinner of the Faith Trio 
“Solidarity: A Spiritual Necessity”  

 

 
Saturday evening, November 5 

 
6:15 Come early if you would like to be present at the 
Muslim evening service 
6:45 Multi-Faith Blessings, Potluck Dinner (see below) 
and Conversation 
 
     The Faith Trio is an alliance of Kehilla Community 
Synagogue, Islamic Cultural Center of Northern 
California, and Montclair Presbyterian Church. Every 
year we hold an autumn gathering. Often we have a 
theme for discussion at the tables. The opening 
question this year: “What is your earliest memory of an 
experience where you met someone from another 
religious background?” Our discussions will focus on 
the spiritual necessity for interfaith solidarity.  
Designated potluck: Kehilla members bring veggy 
salads (fish okay). 

At the Islamic Cultural Center of Northern California 
1433 Madison Street, Oakland near 14th Street 
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Kehilla Neighborhood Brunches Return! 
Sunday, October 16, 11:00am-1:00pm

If you have ever wanted to find out more about the 
Kehilla members in your neighborhood and to make 
connections in your local village - come to a Kehilla 
Neighborhood Brunch!   This year our brunch is on the 
day of the first evening of Sukkot. 

WHERE: We expect to have hosts for Berkeley, 
Richmond, South Oakland and the 
Rockridge/Temescal/Grand Lake/Piedmont area of 
Oakland. WHAT: The hosts will provide juice, coffee 
and tea.   

Guests are asked to bring vegetarian brunch items to 
share. 

Save the Date and look for further announcements in 
the weekly emails or call the office!  We hope to see 
you there!  If you are willing to volunteer your home, 
please email chesed@kehillasynagogue.org.  Your offer 
will be much appreciated. 

Shalom, 
The Chesed Committee 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Erev Simchat Torah Celebration!  
Monday, October 24 

 

 

 

 

at Chochmat HaLev   
2215 Prince St., Berkeley at Fulton. 

Join with all the Bay Area Renewal communities for 
a night of sacred and ecstastic dancing to live 
music and special Torah chanting to celebrate the 
conclusion of our High Holy Day journey.    

6:00pm  Special Kids Celebration with Jen Miriam 
and Alon Altman, dance and sing around the Torah 
with  puppets, music and friends 

6:30pm Vegetarian potluck dinner 

7:00 pm Maariv, Dancing and Torah service with 
the Shirat HaLev Musicians 

9:30 pm- Kiddush and refreshments 

Donation:  Members of participating organizations: 
$15-10   General Public $20-15   Children: $5 

Save the Date! 

The Buddha & The Ba’al Shem Tov 
With Zoketsu Norman Fischer, Rabbi Burt Jacobson &  

Rabbi Dev Noily  
Come celebrate Rabbi Burt's 80th Birthday! 

Saturday Evening, November 19, 7:30pm 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

   Our own visionary teacher Rabbi Burt and noted poet, 
meditation teacher and Zen Buddhist priest, Norman 
Fischer will be in dialogue, moderated by Rabbi Dev. They 
will explore parallels in the teaching and lives of the 
Buddha and the Ba’al Shem Tov, two enlightened teachers 
who saw the Divine everywhere, and taught the spiritual 
values of mystery, compassion, love and joy. 

   Come and celebrate Rabbi Burt’s 80th birthday and 50th 
year in the rabbinate! The dialogue will be followed by 
delectable desserts and drinks in the Social Hall. 

   PLEASE NOTE – We will be celebrating Rabbi Burt’s 80th 
throughout Shabbat on November 18 & 19.  We will have 
Kabbalat Shabbat services and oneg on Friday night, and 
special Shabbat morning services and lunch on Saturday. 

Sanctuary 
 

 

 

 

mailto:chesed@kehillasynagogue.org.
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Book Discussion Group 
All Kehilla members are welcome to join us for our customary meetings on the second Monday of the month at 7pm in 
the Fireside Room. These books are from the San Francisco Jewiish Community Library and there might be copies to 
borrow. 

Monday, September 12, 7pm 
The Fixer by Bernard Malamud 

     The Fixer (1966) is Bernard Malamud's best-known 
and most acclaimed novel -- one that makes manifest his 
roots in Russian fiction, especially that of Isaac Babel.  
Set in Kiev in 1911 during a period of heightened anti-
Semitism, the novel tells the story of Yakov Bok, a Jewish 
handyman blamed for the brutal murder of a young 
Russian boy. Bok leaves his village to try his luck in Kiev, 
and after denying his Jewish identity, finds himself 
working for a member of the anti-Semitic Black 
Hundreds Society. When the boy is found nearly drained 
of blood in a cave, the Black Hundreds accuse the Jews of 
ritual murder. Arrested and imprisoned, Bok refuses to 
confess to a crime that he did not commit. 
 

 

Monday, October 10, 7pm 
Mystics of Mile End by Sigal Samuel 

     Sigal Samuel’s debut novel, in the vein of Nicole 
Krauss’s bestselling The History of Love, is an imaginative 
story that delves into the heart of Jewish mysticism, 
faith, and family. In the half-Hasidic, half-hipster 
Montreal neighborhood of Mile End, eleven-year-old Lev 
Meyer is discovering that there may be a place for 
Judaism in his life. As he learns about science in his day 
school, Lev begins his own extracurricular study of the 
Bible’s Tree of Knowledge with neighbor Mr. Katz, who is 
building his own Tree out of trash. Meanwhile his sister 
Samara is secretly studying for her Bat Mitzvah with 
next-door neighbor and Holocaust survivor, Mr. 
Glassman. All the while his father, David, a professor of 
Jewish mysticism, is a non-believer. 

 
Solar Lights for Gaza Fundraiser & 

 Pre-Shabbat Potluck 
Please join Kehilla’s Greening and Middle East Peace Committees for a potluck dinner on  

September 16 at 5:30pm and fundraiser to support the children of Gaza. 

         Gaza is still recovering from fifty-one days of 
bombing in 2014. Electricity, water, and sewage systems 
are all still very fragile, and more than 17,000 people are 
still in temporary housing. Families there are affected 
daily by rolling black-outs. Far too often electricity is 
only available for 4 hours per day. Children must do 
their homework by dangerous kerosene lamps or 
candlelight. For the last year, the Rebuilding Alliance, a 
local non-profit organization, has been fundraising and 
shpping solar powered lights to Non-Governmental 
Organizations in Gaza. Our goal is to help raise funds to 
help them send the next pallet of 1,920 solar-powered 
lights to Gaza's children. 
     Our speaker for the evening will be Donna Baranski-
Walker, founder and Executive Director of Rebuilding 
Alliance, who was in Gaza in April to distribute the first 
pallet of solar lights. Rebuilding Alliance is working with 
Palestinian Non-Governmental Organizations in Gaza to 
distribute the solar lights to children and families in 
need. Donna will explain how Rebuilding Alliance is able 
to send the solar-powered lights through the blockade 
following pre-clearance by both Palestinian and Israeli 
Customs. She also will tell us about their NGO partners 
and some of the families she visited in Gaza. This will be 

a rare opportunity to hear directly from someone who 
has spent time in Gaza supporting children and families.  
     Rebuilding Alliance has already delivered three pallets 
of solar lights so children in Gaza can safely study and 
spend time with their families. There are 700,000 
children in Gaza.  Please join us on Sept. 16th to help 
Rebuilding Alliance send more Luci Lights to Gaza's 
children. 
     We will have a Potluck Dinner in the Social Hall 
starting at 5:30. Please bring a vegetarian or fish dish to 
share.  
     And please join us after dinner and the presentation 
for a spirited, musical Kabbalat Shabbat service to sing, 
meditate, dance, and rest in the joy and peace of 
Shabbat. Led by Hazzan Shulamit and Julie Nesnansky. 
     We hope you can join us on September 16 to hear first 
hand from our guest about her experience personally 
delivering solar lights to Gaza. But if you can’t make it, 
please make a donation to this great project!  
     You can donate at this link: 
https://commitchange.com/ca/burlingame-
94010/rebuilding-alliance/events/kehilla-for-gazas-
children 

https://commitchange.com/ca/burlingame-
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You’re Invited: 
A Community Forum on the Movement for Black Lives Platform: 

Study & Conversation 

Sunday September 18, 3:30 – 7:00pm 
by Rabbi Dev Noily 

     In early August the Movement for Black Lives 
Platform was published.  Organizers described their 
project this way: 

In response to the sustained and increasingly visible 
violence against Black communities in the U.S. and 
globally, a collective of more than 50 organizations 
representing thousands of Black people from across 
the country have come together with renewed 
energy and purpose to articulate a common vision 
and agenda. 
Our resistance and rebellion are not new, but like 
other times in history have come to a critical mass, 
and the bravery of those in Ferguson and across 
the country captured the attention of the world. A 
year ago, over 2,000 of us gathered in Cleveland to 
reflect on the state of our movement for liberation 
and celebrate our people, both those who have 
fallen and those who have survived. It was there 
that we began the process of uniting to articulate a 
shared vision of the world we want to live in. 

     The Platform articulates that sweeping and radical 
vision for racial and economic justice. It addresses 
reparations, education, healthcare, housing, policing, 
militarization (domestic and foreign), incarceration, 
criminalization, community control, and other aspects 
of U.S. society and policy that impact Black lives. 
     We’re excited to come together to study the 
platform as a community and to listen deeply to what 
the Movement’s leaders are saying. Rabbi David, 
Hazzan Shulamit, Rabbi Burt and I have endorsed the 
Movement for Black Lives Platform as individuals.  As I 
read the Platform I felt the tectonic plates of racial 
injustice in our country begin to shift.  In the profound 
language of the background pieces I could hear more 
of the stories of Black lives, deepening my awareness 
of the differences between my experience as White 
person and the experiences of so many Black people I 

live alongside.   I heard the Platform as a call to listen 
to Black voices, as a call to compassion, and as a call to 
join more fully in the M4BL struggle to root out the 
injustice that continues to rot the core of our country.  
This feels like an extraordinary historic moment to me, 
and I feel humbled and grateful for the Movement for 
Black Lives as path to justice for all of us. 
     We’d like Kehilla to consider endorsing the Platform 
as an organization as well. This Forum will be our first 
communal conversation about the Platform, and will 
help us to discern the next steps in this process.   
     The primary focus of our learning and 
conversations will be the current and historic 
experiences of Black people in the U.S., and the ways 
that White supremacy has operated, and continues to 
operate in our society and in our souls. 
     We invite you to read the entire platform, either 
ahead of time or at the September 18 Community 
Forum.  The first part of the afternoon will be devoted 
to studying the Platform.  You will find links to a 
summary of the Platform, and to the deeper analysis 
of each of its six parts on our website at this link: 
http://kehillasynagogue.org/event/a-community-
forum-on-the-movement-for-black-lives-platform-
study-conversation/  
     After doing text study with the Platform we’ll have 
a break and a nosh/snack.  The second half of the 
afternoon will be a compassionate listening-style 
session, where people gather in facilitated small 
groups to share their responses, reactions to and 
questions about the platform.  We will have at least 
one small group for People of Color.  We’ll end with 
everyone coming together to share highlights from the 
small group conversations.  You may come for the 
whole time, or just the first half, or just the second 
half.   [continued on p. 13.]

 

http://kehillasynagogue.org/event/a-community-
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New Adult Education Classes Fall 2016 

To Register for Classes: You can register and pay online at www.KehillaSynagogue.org (click on the 
"LEARN" link and then click on Adult Education), or send check payable to Kehilla to Kehilla, 

 1300 Grand Ave., Piedmont, CA 94610.  

 
 
“700 Benches: Experiencing Biblical Hebrew” 
Class 
Begins September 8, 6:30pm 
Taught by Jenna Kemp 
Have you ever wanted to read and understand Torah 
Hebrew? As a first phase in the launch of Kehilla’s new 
“700 Benches” beit-midrash program,  Kehilla is 
offering  a class designed to be an immersive 
experience in the language and structure of biblical 
Hebrew. What do we mean by “immersive?" Think of 
once a week jumping into the deep end of the pool—
with water wings as needed, swim buddies, and a 
lifeguard. 
This class is a multi-level beit-midrash in which 
students will learn the grammar that will allow them 
to begin reading biblical Hebrew without an English 
translation. Working primarily in chevrutah (pairs, 
small groups), we will learn grammar together, while 
simultaneously reading biblical narrative in Hebrew. 
People at all levels of Hebrew abilities are encouraged 
to join. Students will be expected to do some 
homework and memorization, but the emphasis is on 
concepts and resources that will allow you to begin to 
“swim” on your own! 
If you are interested in the class, but need some work 
on your aleph-bet, you will find resources to help get 
you up to speed on our website at this link: 
http://kehillasynagogue.org/online-hebrewbiblical-
text-resources/ 
Prerequisite: Aleph-bet and Vowels 
Dates:  Thursdays, Sept. 8- Sept. 29, Oct. 27, Nov. 3 (A 
six-session series) 
Time: 6:30-8:30pm 
Cost: $150 Kehilla members, $180 General Public.  No 
one turned away for lack of ability to pay the full 
amount. If you are unable to pay the full amount, 
please contact sjgrodin@comcast.net. 
Questions? Contact Jenna Stover-Kemp at 
jennakemp25@gmail.com or Sharon Grodin at 
sjgrodin@comcast.net. No one is turned away for lack 
of funds; please discuss this with us. 

 
 

 
 
Conversion Group  
Begins September 12, 7:30pm 
Led by Rabbi Dev Noily and Sharon Grodin 

 Kehilla’s conversion group is the communal portion of 
a process of individual inquiry that each participant 
anticipates will lead to adopting Judaism.  Kehilla’s 
spiritual leaders Rabbi Dev and Sharon Grodin are 
available to guide participants in their reading, 
selection of classes, and experiences that inform their 
education toward discernment about this decision. 
 The group is not an “introduction to Judaism” class, 
but rather a forum where participants reflect on and 
share insights about the studies and experiences each 
is undertaking within Kehilla and elsewhere.  The 
group meets once a month for 1-1/2 hours, which 
typically includes some learning together and 
responding to each others’ questions. Because this 
group is intended to support conversion in the 
context of Kehilla community, after the first two 
sessions, participants are expected to decide whether 
Kehilla is a good fit for them; if so, participants will be 
come members, and if not, participants will be 
supported in finding an alternative for their 
conversion studies. 
If you are interested in this group, please contact 
Sharon Grodin at sjgrodin@comcast.net.  
Dates:  Mondays, Sept. 12, Nov. 14, Dec. 12  
Cost: No charge (but see above about membership).  
Led by Rabbi Dev and Sharon Grodin. 
Location: Sanctuary/Buber Room 

 

http://www.KehillaSynagogue.org
http://kehillasynagogue.org/online-hebrewbiblical-
mailto:sjgrodin@comcast.net.
mailto:jennakemp25@gmail.com
mailto:sjgrodin@comcast.net.
mailto:sjgrodin@comcast.net.
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Adult Education (continued) 
 
"Drumming As Prayer" Class 
A Two-Class Series: September 18 & September 21 
Taught by Debbie Fier, Kehilla Musical Prayer Leader & 
“Heartbeat of the Service"  
     Drumming is an active form of meditation. It 
provides a wonderful way to be present, express 
yourself and learn how to drum with a group in sacred 
community space. At Kehilla, we are creating an 
intergenerational drum group, called Ketzev Kehilla, 
(the Beats of Kehilla), and we have been learning 
some of the rhythms for the Kehilla melodies and also 
drumming at our Chai Shabbat services. 
     This is a two-class series. It can be taken as a series 
or as individual classes. (However, if you want to 
drum at High Holy Days services, you must come to 
both classes.) 
       Those who wish to will have the opportunity to 
drum for our High Holy Days services at the Scottish 
Rite Center in Oakland. Participants who want to join 
us in drumming need to commit to coming to both 
classes of the series (exceptions may be made IF you 
have taken previous ‘Drumming as Prayer’ classes with 
Debbie. In those cases you must come to at least 1 
class). If you have taken this class before, and enjoy 
drumming in our Kehilla circle, please come to the 
class!  We will always learn new rhythms, practice new 
exercises and continue building on what we have 
previously done. 
     All ages and all levels welcome!  Please bring a 
drum if you have one.  If you need a drum for the 
class, please email Sasha@kehillasynagogue.org and 
we will do our best to provide one. Hand percussion 
(shakers, claves, etc.) will be provided. 
     Dates: Sunday, Sept 18 - 4-5:30 and Wednesday,  
Sept 21, 7-8:30 in the Fireside Room.  
    Cost:  2-class series: $36 members/ $46 non-
members; Individual class: $20 members/ $25 non-
members 
    Location: Fireside Room 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Chai Mitzvah Group Forming: “A Jewish Year” 
Begins Sunday, October 16, 5:30pm 

In response to many requests for a more structured, 
group-based program for exploring Judaism, Kehilla is 
offering a Chai Mitzvah group beginning in October.  
What is “Chai Mitzvah,” you ask?  It’s a curriculum and 
structure created by a Jewish-multidenominational 
(including Renewal) group of rabbis and educators, 
designed to support group study and a period of 
committed personal exploration.  No prior experience 
with Judaism or Hebrew is required.  Here’s what the 
creators have to say about it: 

“Chai Mitzvah is a unique adult engagement program 
that encourages an integrated, experiential approach 
to Jewish life through five simple components. Each 
participant:  

1. Attends monthly group learning with a set 
curriculum provided by Chai Mitzvah.  

2. Chooses an independent study topic for the year.  

3. Chooses a ritual/spiritual practice to take on for the 
year.  

4. Chooses a social action activity to commit to for the 
year.  

5. Celebrates the journey!”  

In our case, we’ve chosen “A Jewish Year” as an 
overarching theme. Participants will investigate and 
experience the Jewish calendar as it occurs, separately 
or together, as interests dictate.  Our mitzvah group 
will meet on third Sundays starting in October, with 
minimal costs set to cover our fee from Chai Mitzvah 
for the materials (the more participants, the lower the 
cost, but we are setting the initial registration fee 
$18/person for the 9-month period).  The group may 
decide to engage speakers or project leaders on 
particular topics and share the cost of that additional 
enrichment.  For more information about the 
program, see www.chaimitzvah.org.  For questions 
about our group, contact sjgrodin@comcastnet. 

Dates: Monthly for 9 months, beginning Sunday,  
Oct. 16, 5:30-7pm 

Cost: $18/person 

Location: Back classsroom, main floor 

mailto:Sasha@kehillasynagogue.org
http://www.chaimitzvah.org.
mailto:sjgrodin@comcastnet.
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Adult Education (continued) 
 

Elements of Magical Judaism 
Begins Monday, October 16, 6:00pm 
with Reclaiming* Teachers  
Jude Elf & Maggid Jonathan Furst 
Join us for a six-week exploration of Earth-based 
Judaism through the elements of Earth, Air, Fire, 
Water and Spirit. Develop personal practices and 
improvisational ritual co-creation skills, blending 
modern G!ddess-oriented magic with traditional 
Jewish and ancient Hebraic spirituality.  
Dates: Mondays, October 17 - November 21, 6pm  
Cost: $240-$90 sliding scale 
Location: Sanctuary 
For More Info: contact jfurst@pobox.com or  
415-516-4904 
*Learn more about Reclaiming here: 
http://www.reclaiming.org/  
Co-sponsored by the Jewitch Collective and Derech 
Ha'Aretz Outdoor Yeshiva 
 
I Never Knew Hebrew Could Be So Much Fun 
Class 
Begins Sunday, October 23, 10:30am 
Taught by Bracha Stone 
Once again Bracha is offering her fabulous course in 
beginning Hebrew. Absolutely no previous Hebrew 
experience is required or expected. Come and find out 
why you don’t have to know very much at all in order 
to have Hebrew take on a very special place in your 
life. Bracha loves to teach this class since adults tend 
to be very compliant students and they ask such 
serious questions. Form a community of like-minded 
adults, play games, sing songs and learn, learn, learn.  
Repeaters welcomed!! 

Dates:  Sunday, Oct. 23, 30, Nov. 6, 10:30am-11:45am 
Cost:  $54 members, $66 nonmembers 
Location: Given at the time of registration. 
Call Bracha for questions or concerns. 510-703-2220. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Personalizing Our Experience With Jewish 
Liturgy 
First meeting: Sunday, October 23, 6:30pm 
A new group convened by Bracha Stone 
Designed for those who want to explore an expanded 
and creative relationship to Jewish liturgy. While there 
is no expectation of a belief in "God," this group is 
designed for those who desire to personally connect 
to "something-bigger-than-us" and/or "the-wisdom-
deep-within-us." We will witness and be witnessed as 
we explore our attraction and creative responses to 
traditional Jewish prayer practice. We will meet 
together once a month for 5 months. We will also 
participate in a weekly email conversation concerning 
our intentions, and the challenges and blessings we 
experience as we enact our them. 
Dates:  First meeting is Sunday, Oct. 23, 6:30-8:30. 
There will be a meeting at the same time in the 
evening in November, December, January and 
February. Specific dates for each month will be 
determined by October 1st.  
Cost:  $120 members, $150 nonmembers 
Location: Given at the time of registration.  
Call Bracha for questions or concerns. 510-703-2220.  

A Class in the Poetic Word 
Begins Wednesday, October 26, 7pm 
Taught by Lenore Weiss 
Come learn about several outstanding twentieth-
century American Jewish poets, including a number of 
contemporary writers. The four-session class will 
examine work by poets who express diverse 
connections to the Jewish experience.  For the first 
hour of each session, we will examine and discuss the 
poet’s work. Using writing prompts from the readings, 
during the second hour we will respond to the poetry 
in whatever written form we choose. Open to all. No 
writing experience is required. Special guest visits by 
local poets. All lovers of the word are encouraged to 
participate. Bring a notebook and pen. 
Dates: Wednesday, Oct. 26, Nov.  9,  Nov. 23, Nov. 30, 
7-9pm 
Cost: $88 members, $112 nonmembers 
Location: Fireside Room 
 

mailto:jfurst@pobox.com
http://www.reclaiming.org/
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A Community Forum on the Movement for Black Lives Platform 
[continued] 
     Part of the platform, called Invest/Divest, deals 
with connections between U.S. military spending and 
interventions abroad on the one hand, and the lack of 
funding for domestic social needs and militarization of 
U.S. police on the other hand. This part of the 
platform also addresses U.S. military support for Israel 
and the unjust treatment of Palestinians under 
Occupation, using language that some Jewish people 
and organizations have objected to strongly.   
     Our intention is to create a community forum that 
centers the Platform’s demands for racial and 

economic justice, while making space for the complex 
emotional responses that may arise for us in 
relationship to Jewish identity, racial identity and all 
the aspects of ourselves that make each of us who we 
are.  
     Please be in touch with us if you have questions or 
feedback.  
     RSVP if you can  to Sasha@kehillasynagogue.org.  
 – it will help us a lot as we plan the afternoon. 

 
 

Join the 30th Annual G.R.I.P. Harmony Walk in Richmond 
To End Hunger & Homelessness-to Benefit the Greater Richmond Interfaith Program 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     On October 29, Greater Richmond Interfaith 
Program is hosting its 30th annual Harmony Walk/Run 
to End Homelessness in Richmond. Several Kehilla 
members and members of St. John’s Church joined a 
team last year in memory of David McPhail and Judy 
Abel, GRIP activists who both died in September, 
2015.  
     That team raised over $1,000 in support of the 
Souper Center, a program operated by GRIP, which 
serves meals to homeless and needy residents and 
also runs a family shelter. David and Irene, his wife, 
both Kehilla members, and Betty Young, started a 
group now called David’s Dinner Group which 
prepares a monthly meal for families staying at the 
GRIP shelter. Several Kehilla members, people who 
had been members of an El Cerrito church where 
David had ministered, and members of St John’s 
Presbyterian Church in Berkeley, are in the dinner 
group as well. 
     David did this Walk every year through 2014. 

Kehilla members have another opportunity this year 
to remember and honor David while helping to ease 
homelessness. 
     We encourage everyone’s participation in or pledge 
of money to the team. We will have a team name and 
a team page set-up with the Harmony Walk website 
by mid-September. 
     The web address with a link to our team page & 
further details will be provided in the Kehilla weekly 
e-mails.    
     Check-in on October 29 begins at 9:00 a.m. The Run 
starts at 10:30 a.m. The Walk starts at 10:45 a.m. You 
can walk or run for as much, or as little, a distance as 
you want.  And, there will be a festival in the park 
after the walk.  
     Please consider sending a donation or joining the 
team after the team page is setup. If you have 
questions about the team, feel free to contact Sue 
Goldberg directly at suegoldberg@sbcglobal.net 

 
Pictured: Alex Madonik, Ruthie Levin, Richard Speiglman, Sue Goldberg 

 

mailto:Sasha@kehillasynagogue.org.
mailto:suegoldberg@sbcglobal.net
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An Interview with Spiritual Leader Avi Rose 
by Bill Lazarus

     More refugees are 
fleeing persecution now 
than at any time since the 
end of World War II, says 
Avi Rose, who has spent 
most of his life as a political 
and social activist, and who 
now finds himself turning 
more and more to issues of 
immigration and the flood 
of people seeking safe 
haven. With millions of 
refugees left homeless and 
nationless as the result of 
warfare in Syria and 
elsewhere, Avi sees the 

Jewish response as extending “beyond empathizing. 
“It’s identifying,” he says. “We need to see ourselves 
as coming out of Egypt.” 

     “We were strangers. We know the heart of the 
stranger,” adds Avi, who is executive director of 
Jewish Family and Community Services East Bay . That 
“central narrative” of the Jewish people is a key these 
days to the work of JFCS. About 2,000 of the 8,000 
people it annually serves are refugees and other 
immigrants. While the work of JFCS has historically 
been geared toward helping the Jewish community, it 
is not exclusively so. Avi says, “Tikkun Olam is not 
about bringing healing only to the Jewish people. It’s 
about “olam.” It’s about the world as a whole.” 

     When Avi started work at JFCS in 2005, the agency 
was already involved with helping immigrants from all 
over the world. When the surge of Jewish immigration 
from the Former Soviet Union subsided in the 1990’s, 
JFCS began to serve people from other countries, 
including Afghanistan, Bosnia, Cambodia, Iran, Iraq 
and Syria. Many of these refugees are Muslims. JFCS 
currently helps numerous families from Afghanistan, 
many of whom were subject to persecution after 
assisting Americans in the war against the Taliban. 
JFCS also has devoted itself to helping LGBT refugees 
fleeing particularly harsh oppression because of their 
sexual orientation or gender identities. 

     As a youth, Avi grew up mostly in Phoenix in a 
liberal Jewish family, largely out-of-kilter with the 

mostly right-wing community. His dad hailed from the 
Bronx, and was himself the son of immigrant parents 
who made their way to the United States from 
Lithuania. When Avi was 13, he moved with his family 
to Sacramento, and soon started spending time in the 
Bay Area. It was the late 1960s and “politics, drugs and 
rock and roll — it was all here.” 

     Avi became a political activist in high school, and 
chose to go to college at Brandeis, which was a hotbed 
of leftist politics. While he came out as a gay man in 
college, his activism was focused more on anti-war 
work and economic issues. After college, he worked 
for a period as a union steward. Avi joined other 
progressive Jews in the Boston Committee to 
Challenge Antisemitism and became, in the 1980s, 
involved in New Jewish Agenda, a national 
organization that he co-chaired, and that focused on a 
wide variety of issues, including Mid-East peace, 
feminism, disarmament, LGBT rights, oppression in 
Central America and the sanctuary movement. Avi 
also took up work battling AIDS, and co-edited Twice 
Blessed, a book about gay and lesbian Jews. 

     While Avi was aware of immigration issues, it 
wasn’t then a focus of his work and activism. That 
changed in 2005 when he started at JCFS and found it 
“powerful” to be working to help both Russian Jews 
and Afghan Muslims. “I’m really impressed by the 
resilience of most of the refugees whom we are 
helping.  They are individuals with their own quirks, 
strengths and shortcomings, and most have 
experienced significant trauma. It is a huge 
undertaking to leave your home – everyone and 
everything you know – and start your life over again in 
a new country..” 

     While, culturally, the Bay Area is “really welcoming, 
economically, this is a really hard area to come to,” Avi 
says. As a result, families crowd into small living 
quarters together, and people work two or three jobs 
to get by. 

     At seders, Avi has hosted refugees. “It’s powerful to 
be at a seder with somebody who has recently had to 
‘leave Egypt,’” he says. Avi also asks, “What is more 
Jewish than resettling refugees?” He answers himself 
in a word. “Nothing.”
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A Note on the Israel/Palestine Values Survey 
by Rabbi David J. Cooper 

 
     Last month we send out to every member 
household a survey to determine support for a 
statement of values on Israel/Palestine. One could 
indicate where one stood on a spectrum from very 
much disagreeing to strong agreement (scale of 1 to 
5). 
     As of this writing, 141 responses have been 
received. 
     99 responses are 5’s – strongly agree. (71.7%) 
     26 are 4’s – generally agree (18.8%) 
     7 are 3’s – more or less neutral (5.1%) 
     3 are 2’s – generally disagree (2.2%) 

     3 are 1’s – very much disagree (2.2%) 
     In a few days, I will be reading the many written 
comments on the proposed wording and I plan to 
print some of them in the November Kol Kehilla, with 
the permission of their authors to print with ascription 
or anonymously. 
     The decision to adopt the statement as is (or with 
grammatical changes) will be in the hands of the 
Kehilla Board. Currently the plan is that in October the 
results of the survey and representative comments 
and suggestions will be forwarded to the Board for 
their consideration and action. 

 
Chevra Kadisha Sh'mira Readings Project 

 
    Kehilla’s Chevra Kadisha is pleased to announce the 
completion of our “Sh’mira Readings Project.”  We 
now have two beautiful volumes that can be used by 
the shomrim (“watchers”) –those who sit with the 
body of a community member who has died until the 
time of burial. 
    Traditionally, shomrim read Psalms during the 
sh’mira  (“watching”).  In Kehilla we have provided 
other readings—poetry and prose from Jewish and 
non-Jewish sources as well as portions of our liturgy—
so that each shomer might deepen his or her own 
reflections on the meaning of life and death.   
     As we embarked on revising and expanding these 
additional readings, our discussions and study led us 
to taking a closer look at The Book of Psalms as well.  
We looked at many different translations and 

interpretations and selected the one for each Psalm 
that we thought invoked the values of Jewish Renewal 
movement.  
     A small group from Kehilla’s Chevra Kadisha 
traveled to Boston in June to present a workshop on 
these readings and to discuss Kehilla’s approach to 
sh’mira at the annual K’vod v Nichum (“honor and 
comfort”) conference.  More than thirty people 
attended our workshop and received our presentation 
with great enthusiasm.   
     We will formally present Kehilla’s Readings for 
Shmira and Psalms for Shmira at the Morning Service, 
Sept 17.  We invite the entire community to join in 
our simcha and to learn more about the practice of 
sh’mira.   

 

Finding Your Spiritual Direction 
 
     Spiritual direction is a process of inner listening that 
enables individuals to discern the movement of the 
Spirit in their lives, so they can come to understand 
both the spiritual dimension and the spiritual direction 
of their experience. In this sense, spiritual direction is 
a pathway to teshuvah, toward finding one’s way back 
to the Source that birthed and sustains each of us.  

     Spiritual directors have been trained to help those 
seeking the Spirit to find direction. They also help 
seekers find appropriate spiritual practices. 

     Rabbi Burt offers individual Kehilla congregants 
hour-long meetings in spiritual direction. Any Kehilla 
member is entitled to such a session once a year 
without cost. Burt usually meets with congregants at 
Kehilla on Tuesday afternoons and evenings, several 
times a month. He also sees people at his home in El 
Sobrante at other times during the week. If you are 
interested in meeting with Rabbi Burt, please contact 
him at Rabburt@earthlink.net, or by calling 
510.283.5704. 

 
 

mailto:Rabburt@earthlink.net,
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Competing Death Penalty Initiatives on November Ballot 

by Beth Weinberger 
 

     This November we'll have a chance to vote again to 
repeal California's death penalty, replacing it with Life 
Without Possibility of Parole.  Unfortunately, a 
competing measure that would attempt to change the 
appeals process to expedite executions has caused 
confusion, especially as the latter measure's title is 
misleading.  So here's an explanation of each of the 
initiatives with recommendations in keeping with 
Kehilla policy. 

 
The Justice that Works Act of 2016—Proposition #62  

 This is essentially the same as Prop. 34 on the 
2012 ballot, which Kehilla supported.  It would replace 
the death penalty with life without the possibility of 
parole.  It would: 

 End state killing and eliminate the possibility 
of executing innocent people.  Since 1973, 
156 people, convicted of murder, have been 
exonerated, 3 of them in California. 

 Keep dangerous criminals from ever being 
released. 

 Save approximately $150 million a year that 
could be put to more productive use. 

 Increase to 60% the portion of wages earned 
by persons sentenced to life without parole 
that may go to victim restitution funds. 

Recommendation:  Support Prop. 62 
 
Death Penalty Reform & Savings Act of 2016—
Proposition #66 

  Prop. 66 attempts to “reform” a  failed death 
penalty system by changing the appeals process.  It 
would remove current safeguards, limit the ability to 
present new evidence of innocence and set unrealistic 
deadlines for trials and appeals.  The changed 

procedures and new deadlines would force hiring of 
hundreds of new, inexperienced attorneys at taxpayer 
expense. If it succeeded, it would: 

 Increase the chances of wrongful convictions 
and execution of innocent people 

 Interfere with our due process and appeals 
processes, which might be found 
unconstitutional after costly and lengthy 
lawsuits. 

 Authorize the state to house death row 
inmates in new prisons. 

 Model California's system after Texas' rapid 
execution mill. 

 Move appeals from the state Supreme Court 
to local county courts, prioritizing these cases 
and the shortened timelines.  It would 
overwhelm lower courts and severely limit 
their ability to hear other types of cases or 
conduct any other court business. 

Recommendation: Oppose Prop. 66 
 
        This fall you'll have a chance to hear more about, 
question and discuss these initiatives, as well 
as a number of others at a Kehilla Ballot Initiatives 
evening, October 17.  Mark your calendars and see 
Richard Speiglman's article, also in this issue, on some 
of the other initiatives, researched and recommended 
by Oakland Community Organizations (OCO.) 
     If you want more information now about the death 
penalty initiatives; if you want to help with the 
campaigns or donate to them, go to 
www.yeson62.com or contact me at 
bethw0104@mindspring.com.  

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Not Registered to Vote?  
 

Please contact karenrachels@gmail.com 
of Kehilla’s Economic Justice Committee 
She will help you get registered before 

the November election 

http://www.yeson62.com
mailto:bethw0104@mindspring.com.
mailto:karenrachels@gmail.com
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Community Discussion of Ballot Propositions and Local Measures 
by Richard Speiglman 

 
Monday, October 17, 7-9pm 

Kehilla Social Hall 
Sponsored by  

Kehilla Economic Justice Committee, Greening Committee and Anti-Death Penalty Action Group 

Bring yourself, your friends and your family, your questions and your answers 

     When I was a kid in Des Moines, reform Rabbi 
Edward Zerin (Temple B’nai Jeshurun) used to implore 
youth – perhaps it was at our B’nai Mitzvot – to be 
“informed, participating Jews.”  I may have taken this 
to be the 11th Commandment, and I think the 
instruction was responsible for my 50-something years 
of reading at least the local, state, and national news 
sections of the daily newspaper.  Sometime later, a 
sociology professor suggested that the important 
news appears in the business section.  We won’t get 
into the question of sports news. 

     I never fully understood the Jews part of the 
obligation.  But nevertheless I’m pretty sure the 
informed/participating charge includes voting and, to 
the extent possible, understanding the implications of 
your vote prior to casting it. 

     In their length, California ballots present a serious 
challenge.  We need each other’s help to become well-
informed prior to voting.  Instead of sitting home 
alone the night before the election frantically trying to 
decide how to vote on propositions and local 
measures, on the evening of October 17th please join 
other community members to discuss ballot 
measures. 

 Bring your sample ballot (and your mail-in or 
absentee ballot if you have one) 

 Join discussion of some of the most important 
state and local ballot measures (if only we had 
time to tend to all of them!) 

 Written materials on all the state propositions 
and some local measures will be available, 
including recommendations from Kehilla, 
Oakland Community Organizations (OCO), and 
other organizations 

 Kehilla members and others actively engaged 
in working on some of the measures will offer 
brief presentations 

 
See the next page for OCO's recommendations on 

several state, county, and City of Oakland issues.  
We’ll have expanded endorsement information by 
October 17th.   

 
Please forward information on other measures, or 

for other localities, to Richard or Beth: 

rspeiglman@sbcglobal.net  

bethw0104@mindspring.com   

Or bring the information with you on October 17th.   

If possible, RSVP to Beth or Richard (see their 
contact information above.) 

mailto:rspeiglman@sbcglobal.net
mailto:bethw0104@mindspring.com
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Oakland Community Organizations 

Recommendations on CA, Alameda County, and City of Oakland issues 

Number Title or focus Content OCO 
endorsement 

State Propositions 

55 Tax extension 
Extends the temporary personal income tax on 
incomes over $250,000 to fund education and 

health care (Prop 30 extension) 
Support 

56 Tobacco tax Increases the cigarette tax to $2 / pack Support 

 57 Public Safety & 
Rehabilitation Act 

Increases parole chances for felons convicted of 
non-violent crimes and provides more 

opportunities to earn credits for good behavior 
Support 

 62 Death penalty Repeals the death penalty in CA Support* 

64 Adult Use of Marijuana Act 
Legalizes adults’ growing, possessing, and using 

marijuana for nonmedical purposes, with certain 
restrictions; establishes regulatory system for 

legal market.  

Neutral 

Alameda County Measures 

A Affordable Housing bond 
(property tax) 

Funding for a variety of approaches to promote 
affordable housing  Support 

Oakland City and School District Measures  

JJ Protect Oakland Renters 
Act  

Strengthen tenants’ rights by requiring owners to 
petition through the Rent Board for rent increases 

above annual CPI, extending just cause eviction 
protections to buildings built through 1995, and 

increasing Rent Board transparency and 
accountability 

Support 

LL 
Form civilian oversight 
commission of police 

department 
Promotes civilian oversight of police department Support 

KK 
Infrastructure 

improvements bond 
(property tax) 

Funding for a variety of improvements to streets, 
sidewalks, public buildings, and some funds for 

affordable housing 
Neutral  

HH Tax distributors of sugar-
sweetened beverages 

Promotes public health by raising price of sugar-
sweetened beverages Support 

G1 Oakland Unified School 
District  bond (parcel tax) 

Funds educator salary increases and middle 
school improvements (as of last draft seen) No vote (yet) 

* Kehilla recommends a yes vote on Prop. 62 and a no vote on Prop 66 (which would speed-up 
executions).  See accompanying article, “Competing Death Penalty Initiatives on November Ballot" on 
p. 17. 
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Seeking Shelter in the Days of Awe:  
 Immigrants and Refugees, Longing and Home 
[continued from p. 1] 
 
You can read a more complete description of our 
theme below.  Throughout the High Holy Days season 
and beyond, we’ll be integrating the spiritual practices 
of this time with ways to learn about and respond to 
the crises of migration that are shaking our world.  
During High Holy Days services we’ll hear from some 
of the folks in our community about their experiences 
with immigrants and refugees.  We’ll also have 
resources available during services about how to 
connect with local groups and join in efforts to 
respond.   
    And in the months following the High Holy Days, 
we’ll host a series of four community workshops, 
featuring congregants working to support immigrants 
and refugees.  The workshop topics are: Considering 
Offering Housing to a Refugee; Being Part of an 
Accompaniment Team for an Immigrant Family or 
Unaccompanied Minor; Immigration Policy, Advocacy 
and Intersectionality with Economic and Racial Justice 
Issues; and Kehilla as Sanctuary/Refuge for 
Immigrants.  
    May our practice during this season help each of us 
grow toward greater wholeness, joy, compassion and 
justice. 
    Our Theme for 5777:  Immigrants and Refugees, 
Longing and Home  
    A river goes out from the first place that was home, 
to water the garden, and from there it divides and 
becomes four headwaters. (Bereshit 2:10) 
    In the beginning all was one, undifferentiated and 
whole.  To come into the joy of embodied life is also to 
come into separateness.  And to be separate is to long 
for reconnection, to yearn for wholeness and for 
home.  The Yamim Nora’im (High Holy Days) point us 

in the direction of home, and outfit us for the promise 
and uncertainty of the journey.  We soften our hearts 
and open lines of communication with people we’ve 
hurt and who have hurt us.  We practice 
accountability, forgiveness, compassion and 
generosity.  We touch those who are dear to us with 
an extra measure of tenderness and gratitude. 
    This year we set out on this path in a world of 
growing displacement and migration. People forced 
from their homes by war, violence, poverty, drought, 
gentrification, and a swiftly changing climate are 
fighting for survival and searching for a refuge where 
they and their families can be safe.  Some in Kehilla 
are personally impacted, and many in our community 
are stepping up to help--by working to end structural 
violence, by challenging the economics underlying 
displacement, by offering loving personal support to 
immigrants and refugees, by fighting for policies that 
welcome immigrants and refugees, and by joining the 
struggle against deportation, targeting and 
discrimination against people who are undocumented.  
    As a community this year we will enter the inner 
landscape of exile and return.  We’ll encounter the 
stranger who dwells within us, and the stranger who 
dwells among us.  Together we will turn toward this 
tidal wave of displacement, expanding our capacity to 
welcome and support the growing number of 
immigrants and refugees in our midst.  As Torah 
teaches (Lev. 19:33-34), When a stranger resides with 
you in your land, you shall not wrong them.  The 
stranger who resides with you shall be to you as one of 
your citizens; you shall love them as yourself, for you 
were strangers in the land of Mitzrayim. 
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Coming Soon: Pronoun Stickers for Your Nametag 
by Hazzan Shulamit Wise Fairman, Lynn Bravewomon and Rabbi Dev Noily 

  
   As Davey Shlasko writes in the 
Trans*Ally Workbook, 
    “Most of the time, most people 
are on autopilot about pronouns. 
They call all women she, her and 
hers, and all men he, him and his. 
But being on autopilot doesn’t 
always work. Sometimes—
especially, but not only, when 
talking about trans* people—it can 
lead you to call someone a pronoun 
that isn’t what they’re usually 
called or what they want to be 
called.”  
     We are continuing to make 
Kehilla a more welcoming and 
inclusive space for all of our 
members.  All of us appreciate it 
when other people see us as who 
we are.  For  trans* people 
pronouns can be a constant source 
of being seen and affirmed when preferred pronouns 
are used by others; conversely the absence of 
accurate pronouns denies a critical piece of 
recognition and affirmation of identity. 
     Kehilla’s intention to build gender pronoun 
language in our community culture is part of gender-

inclusion efforts that reverse the 
invisibility caused when the wrong 
pronouns are used. 
     As a community of spiritual practice, 
it feels especially important that Kehilla 
be a place where everyone can be seen 
and affirmed in all of who we are.  So 
soon you’ll see a set of pronoun 
stickers next to our nametags. 
 Everyone has the option to add a 
pronoun sticker to your nametag, to let 
others know which pronouns you use.  
By using a sticker, cisgender people can 
support others in our community for 
whom “pronoun autopilot” doesn’t 
work well. 
     Whatever our gender identity, all of 
us have some experiences of resonance 
with the gender we were raised in, and 
some experiences of dissonance with 
the gender we were raised in.  We can 

all lean into those experiences to cultivate our 
compassion for ourselves and each other as we 
navigate this complex and shifting terrain of gender 
identity. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
    

    

A vocabulary moment: 

trans* refers to people whose 
gender identity is different from 

the gender identity they were 
assigned at birth, including 

people who are transgender, 
genderqueer, gender-

nonconforming, gender non-
binary, gender fluid, gender 

fabulous people. 

Cisgender refers to people 
whose gender identity is, for the 

most part, aligned with the 
gender they were assigned at 
birth and in which they were 

socialized. 

Kehilla Sings! 

 
         Interested in being part of a Kehilla Choir this Fall 
and Winter? We may offer this opportunity through 
our Adult Ed program with Bon Singer, a veteran 
cantor and synagogue choir director who has also 
directed Ya'Elah and Kitka.  
     PLEASE click on the following link and fill out a short 
questionnaire by Aug 28 to help us discern whether 
and how to move forward, and pass it on to your 
friends! 

 https://goo.gl/forms/Vd6jFONpn4IphBrK2 

https://goo.gl/forms/Vd6jFONpn4IphBrK2
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The Annual Kehilla Membership Retreat:  
Toward Further Improvements in Accessibility  

by Marilyn Golden & Don Stone 

In our debrief after another successful annual retreat, Kehilla’s Retreat Committee discussed how to achieve further 
improvements in the accessibility of the retreat to all members. Below is a report.  It addresses all dimensions of 
accessibility including affordability, access to the location, planning issues, and mobility access.  
 

Addressing Accessibility  at the Annual Kehilla Summer Retreat

     In the Retreat Committee’s debriefing of this year’s 
retreat, one focus of discussion has been about the 
accessibility challenges of Bort Meadow. There are 
various kinds of accessibility needs, including   
affordability, location, registration constraints, and 
physical mobility, all which contribute to the retreat 
location and experience being attractive and 
welcoming. 
     Affordability. We’ve had many comments that our 
past weekend retreats at retreat centers were out of 
the price range of many individuals and especially 
families—even with elective camping such as at Walker 
Creek Ranch.  
    Location issues: We have had requests for a location 
that is easy to get to on a Friday afternoon for people 
who want to camp the first night—and also for people 
who want make a round trip on Saturday. At Bort 
Meadow and at Walker Ranch, there is lack of cell 
phone reception. This can limit some members’ 
capacity to take part. Sometimes at Bort, there have 
been difficulties getting in and out of the locked gate 
when no one was on duty Friday.  
     Planning flexibility.  We need a site that is big 
enough that it does not require us to commit to a 
certain attendance well in advance. It helps to have 
flexibility that allows for final week commitment to 
attending, or even the day-of. Camping or easy 
commuting helps last minute planning and increases 
the numbers attending—about 25-30% of participants 
sign up or show up the last week. 
     Physical mobility. Challenges come with bumpiness 
or steepness of the terrain, any steps (none at Bort 
Meadow), accessibility to bathrooms (new Bort 
Meadow bathrooms are wheelchair accessible, though 
far from activities), parking availability, drop-off option 
for those needing it, and distance between the 
different stations—food, service, bathrooms, drop-off 
spot. We have had requests from people with mobility 
needs to have more accommodations so that they can 
attend either Bort Meadow, or another site.  
     Given these parameters, we are proceeding in the 
following manner: 

      *Reserve Bort Meadow for a weekend in July 2017 
(already have requested 7/14-16/2017, will hear back 
in late October if we got it). 
     *Tell anyone interested that we welcome their 
research on an alternative site that takes into account 
the factors mentioned above (our deposit for Bort 
Meadow, assuming we get our request, will be small 
enough to forfeit if we find a better site). 
     *Be proactive in responding to accessibility needs. 
Build into the reservation process a way to 
communicate specific needs and figure out best 
practices to meet them. For instance, the registration 
form/website will have a contact person for 
accessibility needs when we start to advertise next 
year’s retreat—Marilyn Golden may be filling this 
function. So coming up with solutions to specific needs 
can be creatively addressed well in advance. 
     Several congregants have already volunteered to 
assist with accessibility issues, including suggesting 
other sites/centers and being available to accompany 
individuals needing assistance to navigate at Bort 
Meadow, which is largely relatively flat, though the 
ground has a bumpy, uneven surface. 
     *Research alternative means of conveyance to 
transport individuals from point to point at the Bort 
Meadow site, possibly in ways that make use of the 
assistance from a volunteer. This research has already 
begun, with an initial finding that vehicles like golf carts 
are probably too expensive to own, rent, or transport 
from rental locations. Kehilla may have access to one 
or more ordinary wheelchairs that can be used. Or, all 
terrain wheelchairs may be one possibility. There may 
be other ways to deal with the bumpy terrain between 
the car turn-around and the dining tables that are not 
dependent upon volunteer assistance, and allow for 
more independent movement. 
     *Other concerns, suggestions, or ideas, regarding 
Kehilla Retreat accessibility issues or how to address 
them? Want to volunteer your assistance? 
     Contact either Marilyn Golden 
at mgolden@dredf.org, or Don Stone 
at donstone1@aol.com or 510-703-0073. 

mailto:mgolden@dredf.org,
mailto:donstone1@aol.com
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On the Origins of Kehilla: 
Social Justice 

                                                     by Rabbi Burt Jacobson 
Note: This is the fifth of a series of 
personal essays on the beginnings of 
Kehilla. Each article shares the 
origins of one or more of the ideals 
and/or values that motivated me to 
start Kehilla. The essays are adapted 

from the manuscript of the book I am in the process of 
completing, tentatively titled There is Only One Love: 
The Ba’al Shem Tov in the Modern World. 
     My passion for social justice came from my mother, 
Gert Jacobson. As the chairwoman of the Anti-
Defamation League in Cleveland during World War II, 
she tried to awaken the Jewish community to the Nazi 
atrocities in Europe. When our family moved to Texas 
in 1947, Gert became the chairwoman of the Anti-
Defamation League in San Antonio. In that capacity she 
worked with teachers in the public schools, instructing 
them on how to promote racial, ethnic and religious 
tolerance in their classrooms.  
     My mother’s commitment to social justice stemmed 
from her father, Ruby Goldberg. My grandfather, who 
was born in Romania, was a women’s tailor. A secular 
Yiddish-speaking Jew, he was strongly drawn to 
socialism. He became a negotiator for the International 
Ladies’ Garment Workers Union in New York. My 
mother remembered him coming home from the 
negotiations, infuriated by the tightfisted attitudes of 
the factory owners. He would go to the kitchen, pick up 
a carving knife and bang it repeatedly on the counter. 
“Those G… d…. bosses, those G… d…. bosses, they 
won’t give us a nickel! They won’t give us a nickel! 
      I did not hear that story until I was an adult, but I 
learned about the biblical prophets as a young student 
in the religious school of Temple Beth El in San 
Antonio. I came to admire the commitment of the 
Reform movement to social justice. 
       Yet, I did not study the words of the biblical 
prophets until I entered rabbinical school. In 1961, as a 
second-year student at the Jewish Theological 
Seminary, I took a seminar with Abraham Joshua 
Heschel on the prophets. By this time, Heschel was well 
on his way to becoming the most well-known Jewish 
religious thinker in the United States.  
       Heschel had completed his dissertation on the 
prophets in the late 1930s in Germany, just as the Nazi 
regime had come into power. In the late 1950s he 
decided to rewrite the book in English. The members of 

our seminar were privileged to read the galley proofs 
of The Prophets with him.  
    In the book’s introduction, Heschel wrote: 
     The things that horrified the prophets are even now 
daily occurrences all over the world. There is no society 
to which Amos’ words would not apply. 

Listen to this, you merchants who crush the 
poor,and trample on the needy! You who are 
thinking,“When will this New Moon festival  
finally be over so that we can sell our grain, and 
this Sabbath day, so we can market our wheat? 
Then we will tamper with the scales, making the 
bushel-measure smaller and the shekel-weight 
bigger. And then we can make slaves of the 
poor, buying them for their debt of a piece of 
silver or a pair of sandals, and we will even get 
paid for moldy wheat.”YHWH, the Pride of Israel, 
has sworn: ‘’I will never forget what you have 
done!’  Amos 8:4-7 

      Indeed, [Heschel continued] the sort of crimes and 
even the amount delinquency that fill the prophets of 
Israel with dismay do not go beyond that which we 
regard as normal, as typical ingredients of social 
dynamics. To us, a single act of injustice—cheating in 
business, exploitation of the poor—is slight; to the 
prophets, a disaster. To us injustice is injurious to the 
welfare of the people; to the prophets, it is a 
deathblow to existence; to us, an episode; to them, a 
catastrophe, a threat to the world.  
     Heschel’s prose was incandescent. I found his ability 
to enter the consciousness of the prophets utterly 
remarkable. As a result, the voices of the prophets 
have both stirred and haunted me throughout my life. 
     In the following years I found myself especially 
drawn to Amos, the first of the literary prophets, who 
focused almost exclusively on the necessity for social 
justice. Amos seemed totally relevant to the political 
climate of the late 1960s. Indeed, the Reverend Martin 
Luther King, Jr., who became Heschel’s friend and 
colleague, often cited Amos’ words. The day before he 
was assassinated in 1968, King delivered a speech in 
support of the striking sanitation workers in Memphis, 
in which he said:    

"Somehow the preacher must have a kind of fire 
shut up in his bones. And whenever injustice is 
around he must tell it. Somehow the preacher must  
[continued on next page] 
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On the Origins of Kehilla (continued) 
 
be an Amos, who said, “When God speaks, who can 
but prophesy?” Again with Amos, “Let justice roll 
down like waters and righteousness like a mighty 
stream.”  

       In the late 1960s I taught classes about Amos and 
his message to both high school students and adults. I 
emphasized the prophet’s fiery denunciations of 
corruption, wealth, luxury, perversion of justice and 
superficial religion.  

       As I thought about starting a synagogue in the early 
1980s, the fierce voice of Amos called out to me. I felt 
that this radical prophet of justice simply had to be 
given a platform in a city like Berkeley, which had been 
strongly identified with rapid social change, civic 
unrest, and political upheaval in the 1960s and ‘70s. 
The political Left was still robust and there were 
moral/political issues— the Israel-Palestine conflict, 
nuclear weapons, central American refugees—that 
cried out to be dealt with from a prophetic religious 
perspective. 

 
Thank you for Your Generosity 

 

Bar/Bat Mitvah Program 
Susan Coto McKenna and Rafael Coto 

General Fund 
Jane Weisbin and Charles Reilly 

Nueva Esperanza Accompaniment Teams (NEAT) 
Hope Friedman 
Irene McPhail 

Carolyn Schour 
Herbert Salomon and Marcia Liberson 

Simone Masson 
Lisa Rothman 
Ralph Silber 

Sandy Vaughn 
And members of Kehilla's three Accompaniment Teams 

Rabbi's Discretionary Fund 
David Levine and Laurel Zien

All Congregants Deserve A Safe Home 

If you or anyone in your home is experiencing: 
     >Child abuse  
     >Elder abuse  
     >Dependent adult abuse  
     >Teen dating violence 
     >Intimate partner violence (domestic violence) 
    The Kehilla Committee Against Abuse (CAA), working along side the Spiritual Life Practices Committee (SLPC), is 
here to help you become or remain safe.   If you are experiencing any kind of abuse, please call: Steven Falk, long-
time Kehilla member, at (510) 708-0517; Julie Patrusky, experienced domestic violence counselor and long-time 
Kehilla member, at (510) 528-0299; or Rabbi David at (510) 547-2424 x103.   Call the Shalom Bayit (Peace in the 
Home) helpline for counseling and advocacy for teen dating violence and domestic violence issues at: (866) SHALOM-
7 (742-5667) toll-free within the Bay Area or (510) 451-7233 (SAFE) outside the Bay Area.
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September 2016 
Fri., Sept. 2, NO Kabbalat Shabbat service tonight. 
Please join us on Friday night, Sept 16.  

Sat., Sept 3, 10:30am, Elul Shabbat Service on the 
Marina – Rosh Chodesh. Yes, it is one month to go to 
Rosh Hashanah and at this special outdoor service on 
the Marina we will celebrate the New Moon of Elul 
which includes Hallel, the musical holiday celebration 
prayers, led by Beth Dickinson. Discussion led by Rabbi 
David on our High Holy Day theme on our how our 
work on immigration and refugees connects to our 
Jewish path. Check the website for location. Bring a 
chair with you and prepare to dress warmly. Kiddush to 
follow.  Please bring vegetarian finger foods to share, if 
you are able.  

Tues., Sept. 6, 7:30pm. Middle East Peace Committee 
Meeting. Back classroom. 

Wed., Sept. 7, 7:50am Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room. (Enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview.)  Doors open at 7:50 a.m., 
short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30, 
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. 

Wed., Sept. 7, 6:30pm  Spiritual Life Practices 
Committee Meeting.  Fireside Room. 

Thurs., Sept. 8, 4-6pm. Kehilla School. Please enter 
through the kitchen door. 

Thurs., Sept. 8, 6:30pm. "700 Benches: 
Experiencing Biblical Hebrew." Taught by Jenna Kemp 
First class of the series.. (See details on p. 10)  

Fri., Sept. 9, 6:30pm, Friday Night Peace Walk with 
Rabbi David and OCO. This is an easy opportunity to 
really be part of the movement for peace in our own 
community led by Oakland Community Organizations’ 
Ceasefire campaign. Rabbi David has affirmed to OCO 
that we will try to have at least ten Kehilla folk join him 
at these walks for community peace.. The campaign is 
many-sided, including the training and mobilization of 
neighborhood peace interveners, the retraining of 
police, and a weekly peace walk with local 
congregations to support a “culture of peace and 
healing” in neighborhoods at risk. Rabbi David reports 
that he has done this about 10 times and it is an 

especially nice way to meet people from across the 
spectrum of Oakland communities.Meet inside First 
Mt. Sinai Church, 1970 86th Ave. For info, call 510-606-
5064.    

Sat., Sept. 10, 10am. Chai Elul Shabbat and New 
Member Welcome. Join our “Bima Team” for a 
spirited, musical service as we immerse in the month of 
Elul and prepare for the High Holy Days. Our newest 
members will receive a special honor during the Torah 
service, and we’ll kick off the morning with Ketzev 
Kehilla, our prayerful percussion orchestra. Come one, 
come all! Children most welcome! Vegetarian potluck 
luncheon to follow. Please bring a vegetarian dish to 
share.  Kiddush also sponsored by Ruth Goldstone & 
James Eder in honor of Ruth's mother Merle S. 
Goldstone's yartzheit. 

Mon., Sept. 12, 7pm. Book Discussion Group. We will 
discuss The Fixer by Bernard Malamud. Fireside Room. 
(See p. 8 for details.) 

Mon., Sept. 12, 7:30pm. Conversion Group. Buber 
Room. (See p. 10 for details.) 

Tues., Sept. 13, 7pm. Generosity Committee meeting. 
Fireside Room. 

Wed., Sept. 14, 7:50am Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room. (Enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview.)  Doors open at 7:50 a.m., 
short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30, 
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. 

Thurs., Sept. 15, 4-6pm. Kehilla School. Please enter 
through the kitchen door. 

Thurs., Sept. 15, 6:30pm. "700 Benches: 
Experiencing Biblical Hebrew." Taught by Jenna Kemp. 
(See details on p. 10.)  

Fri., Sept. 16, 5:30-7:30pm Solar Lights for Gaza 
Fundraiser and Pre-Shabbat Potluck: This is a special 
pre-Shabbat Service gathering and potluck meal 
organized by Kehilla’s Greening Committee and Middle 
East Peace Committee. The purpose is to raise 
tzedakah for Rebuilding Alliance’s project to provide 
solar lights for the residents of Gaza where electricity is 

Kehilla Community Synagogue 
1300 Grand Avenue (at Fairview) 

Piedmont, CA  94610 
(510) 547-2424 

Please come fragrance-free to all Kehilla events, 
for the health of people with respiratory conditions 

and chemical sensitivities. 
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often available for only four or five hours in a day. This 
is especially needed by children who would otherwise 
study at night by hazardous candle or kerosene light. 
(See article p. 8 .) Guest speaker: Donna Baranski-
Walker, founder of Rebuilding Alliance. We will have a 
Potluck Dinner in the Social Hall starting at 5:30.  Please 
bring a vegetarian or fish dish to share.  

Fri., Sept. 16, 7:30pm, Kabbalat Shabbat with Hazzan 
Shulamit, Julie Nesnansky, and Beth Dickinson. Join us 
for a soulful and spirited musical evening to welcome in 
the joy and peace of Shabbat.  Kiddush to follow. 
Please bring veggie finger foods to share! 

Sat., Sept. 17, 10:30am, Elul Shabbat Service with our 
Chevra Kadisha, at Kehilla led by Rabbi David, Hazzan 
Shulamit, and Julie Nesnansky. Celebrating the 
completion of our “Sh’mira Readings Project.” Sh’mira 
is the ritual of staying with the body of the deceased in 
the period preceding the funeral during which the 
shomer (“guardian”) traditionally reads from the book 
of psalms. For our members when they do Sh’mira, 
Kehilla’s Chevra Kadisha has assembled readings from 
innovative and interpretive translations of the psalms 
some of which we will read at this service. We will have 
a short Torah reading that morning with one aliyah. 
Deuteronomy 22:6-12. If you want to chant this, email 
Rabbi David.  In the Fireside Room. Kiddush sponsored 
by the Chevra Kadisha. 

Sat., Sept. 17, 3:30-6:30pm. Kehilla High Holy Days Art 
Reception. Fireside Room and throughout the building. 
(See announcement, p.4 for details.) 

Sun., Sept. 18, 3:30-7pm. A Community Forum on the 
Movement for Black Lives Platform Study & 
Conversation. With Kehilla leaders, staff, and 
members.  (See article, p. 9 for details.) Buber Room. 

Sun., Sept. 18, 1- 3 pm, “We Are the Bridge” Exhibit 
Reception at Osher Marin JCC in San Rafael. Sponsored 
by the Faith Trio (Kehilla, Islamic Cultural Center, 
Montclair Presbyterian). Includes at least two artists 
who are Kehilla members, Lea Delson and Susan 
Freundlich. 200 North San Pedro Rd. San Rafael 94903. 

Sun., Sept. 18, 2pm.  Yoga for Renewal. Rooted in 
Jewish Mystical Teachings. With Julie Emden of Jewish 
LearningWorks.  Co-sponsored by Kehilla.  4th Street 
Yoga, 1809C 4th Street, Berkeley, CA 94710. $25 Public 
/$20 members of co-sponsoring organizations. 
Register: tinyurl.com/yoga918.  

Sun., Sept. 18, 4pm. "Drumming As Prayer" class with 
Debbie Fier. Fireside Room. (See p. _ for details.) 

Wed., Sept. 21, 7:50am Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room (Enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview)  Doors open at 7:50 a.m., 

short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30, 
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. 

Wed., Sept. 21, 7pm. "Drumming As Prayer" class with 
Debbie Fier. Fireside Room. (See p. 11 for details.) 

Thurs., Sept. 22, 4-6pm. Kehilla School. Please enter 
through the kitchen door. 

Thurs., Sept. 22, 6:30pm. "700 Benches: 
Experiencing Biblical Hebrew." Taught by Jenna Kemp. 
Back classroom, main floor. (See details on p. 10.)  

Fri., Sept. 23,  6:-9:00 Bar/Bat Mitzvah Shabbat 
Celebration: This evening is for all Bar Bat Mitzvah 
family members and is a required part of the BBM 
Program. Come to the synagogue to welcome in the 
new school year and the New Year with a festive 
Shabbat evening. We will begin with a short table 
service followed by a vegetarian potluck.   Fireside 
Room & Sanctuary. 

Fri., Sept. 23,  6:30pm Tot Shabbat.  For babies and 
children up to 5 years old (or older if they enjoy it) and 
their grown-ups. Led by Jen Miriam Kantor, Alon 
Altman and Jen’s puppet friends. Please bring a 
vegetarian potluck dish.  Social Hall. Childcare will be 
provided upon request. 

Sat., Sept. 24, No Shabbat Morning service – Join us 
tonight for Pre-Holy Days Ingathering. 

Sat., Sept. 24. The Bird of Many Colors: A Pre-Holy 
Days Ingathering: 7:15pm schmooze with 
refreshments in the Social Hall, program begins at 8pm.  
Gather with us one week before Rosh Hashanah, as we 
turn together toward the Days of Awe. This year, rather 
than observing Selichot with a service, all are welcome 
to an evening of community, music, stories, meditation 
and reflection.  Join us in the social hall for a little nosh 
and socializing, followed by a program led by the 
Kehilla spiritual leadership and musical prayer leaders, 
as we focus our awareness and maybe set some 
intention for our experience of the holy days.   If you 
are new to Kehilla, or to Kehilla’s observance of the 
High Holydays, this evening is a lovely way to begin the 
experience.  If you’re accustomed to the Selichot 
services of the last few years, you’ll find a similar 
opportunity in this program for settling into intention 
and reflection. 

Sun., Sept. 25, 8:15am-4pm, ROPES course for Bar/Bat 
Mitzvah Students. Students will carpool together to 
the spectacular Fort Miley for a day of fun, adventure 
and an exploration of team building activities. BBM 
families will receive more information about this in the 
mail. 
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Sun., Sept. 25, 1:15-3:30 pm. Interfaith Environmental 
Activity with the Faith Trio (Kehilla, Islamic Cultural 
Center, Montclair Presbyterian). This interfaith activity 
involves removing non-native plants in Joaquin Miller 
Park. Four more volunteers from Kehilla are still 
needed. To volunteer, call Lea Delson 510-528-6725. 

Sun., Sept. 25, 9am. Joyfully Jewish for 
Kindergarteners. Back classroom, main floor. 

Sun., Sept. 25, 5pm. "Mrs. Reiff and the Counterfeit 
Shop," a staged play reading by Stephanie Anne 
Johnson. Sponsored by Kehilla. A touching portrait of 
the friendship between a Black teenager and a 
Holocaust survivor in the 1960s.(See details, p. 6.) 

Tues., Sept. 27, 6:45pm. (Dinner at 6:15)  Board of 
Trustees Meeting. All are welcome. Fireside  Room. 

Wed., Sept. 28, 7:50am Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room. (Enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview.)  Doors open at 7:50 a.m., 
short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30, 
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. 

Thurs., Sept. 29, 4-6pm. Kehilla School. Please enter 
through the kitchen door. 

Thurs., Sept. 29, 6:30pm. "700 Benches: 
Experiencing Biblical Hebrew." Taught by Jenna Kemp. 
Back classroom, main floor. (See details on p. 10.)  

Fri., Sept. 30.  No Services. 
 

October 2016 
Sat., Oct. 1, 10:30am, Elul Shabbat Service at Kehilla 
with Sharon Grodin and Julie Nesnanksy, a smaller 
service in the Fireside Room, with music and reflection.   
  
Sun., Oct. 2, 6:30pm, Erev Rosh Hashanah services at 
Scottish Rite Center, 1547 Lakeside Drive, Oakland.  For 
both adults and children, start at 6:30pm. Sermon by 
Rabbi Dev.  
 
Mon., Oct. 3. Rosh Hashanah services. SERVICES WILL 
END before 12:45! at Scottish Rite Center, 1547 
Lakeside Drive, Oakland. Our leaders are determined to 
conclude the service  in time for tashlich and lunch at a 
reasonable hour. 
8:30 – 9:15am. Silent Meditation Space - 3rd Floor 
9:30am – 12:40pm. Main Rosh Hashanah Morning 
Service, beginning with Ketzev Kehilla with Kehilla’s 
Spiritual Leaders, Hazzan Shulamit and our Musical 
Prayer Leaders 
10:00 – 11:15am. Family and Youth Service with Rabbi 
Dev Noily, Sandra Razieli, Natalie Boskin, and Musical 

Prayer Leader Beth Dickinson and surprise guests! 
Children, teens and adults welcome. 

10:15 - 11:15am. Rosh Hashanah Toddler Services with 
Jen Miriam and Alon Altman. Geared towards babies, 
tots, and kids up to 5 years olds and their grown ups or 
families. 
12:45-12:55pm, Tashlich at Lake Merritt (across the 
street from services) with Rabbi David. 

 Tues., Oct. 4, 9:30am-12:30pm, Second Day Rosh 
Hashanah Services at Kehilla, 1300 Grand Avenue, 
Piedmont, with Rabbi Chaya Gusfield and Eve Decker. 
Kehilla Sanctuary. Receive the replenishment of 
contemplative song, story, and silence. Rabbi Chaya 
Gusfield and Buddhist teacher and musician Eve Decker 
use the beautiful complement of Jewish and Buddhist 
teachings, music, and spiritual practices to delve deeply 
into the essence of this holy day. A more intimate 
service for the second day. 

Wed., Oct. 5, 7:50am Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room. (Enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview.)  Doors open at 7:50 a.m., 
short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30, 
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. 

Wed., Oct. 5, 6:30pm. Spiritual Life Practices 
Committee meeting. Fireside Room. 

Wed., Oct. 5, 7:30pm. Middle East Peace Committee 
Meeting. Fireside Room. 

Thurs., Oct. 6. No Kehilla School. 

Fri., Oct. 7, 7:30pm. NO Kabbalat Shabbat services. 
Please join us for Shabbat Shuva on Saturday morning, 
Oct 8. Our next Kabbalat Shabbat service with Hazzan 
Shulamit will be on November 4.   

Sat., Oct. 8, 10:30am. Shabbat Shuva Service at 
Kehilla.  Join Howard Hamburger and Julie Nesnansky 
for the special Shabbat service situated within the Ten 
Days of Awe. We take the themes of the High Holydays 
and we explore them in the context of Shabbat in a 
smaller service context. Kiddush sponsored by Beth 
Weinberger in memory of her mother, Frieda 
Weinberger, and by Amy Bat Tzipora in memory of her 
beloved Bubbies, Zaydies, mother and father. 

Mon., Oct. 10, 7pm.  Book Discussion Group.  We will 
discuss Mystics of Mile End by Sigal Samuel. Fireside 
Room. 

Tues., Oct. 11, 6:30pm. Kol Nidre Service (for grown 
ups) at Scottish Rite Center, 1547 Lakeside Drive, 
Oakland. Judaism’s most cherished prayer sung once a 
year, Kol Nidre, kicks off a day of collective 
introspection. Sermon by Rabbi David. 
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 Tues., Oct. 11, 6:30pm. Family Kol Nidre Service (for 
children and family) at Kehilla, 1300 Grand Avenue, 
Piedmont Led by Rabbi Dev Noily & Lior Ben-Hur.  
Geared toward children ages 6-12.  Children of all ages 
and adults welcome. 

Tues., Oct. 11, 6:30pm, Toddler Kol Nidre Service (for 
babies and tots) at Kehilla, 1300 Grand Avenue, 
Piedmont Led by Jen Miriam and Alon Altman.  A 
musical, spiritual journey geared toward kids up to 5 
years old and their grown ups.  

Wed., Oct. 12. Yom Kippur Morning Services 
at Scottish Rite Center, 1547 Lakeside Drive, Oakland 
8:30am- 9:15am, Silent Meditation Space 
9:30am,  Main Yom Kippur Morning Service 
10:00am- 11:00am, Youth Services  (6th - 8th grades) 

 Wed., Oct. 12. Yom Kippur Afternoon/Evening 
Services & Activities at Kehilla, 1300 Grand Avenue, 
Piedmont 
2:00- 4:30pm Drop off potluck offerings at Kehilla (or 
bring them at 7:45pm) 
2:30-3:30 pm Workshops 
4:30 pm Yizkor (Remembrance of those who died) 
5:15 pm Rabbi Burt sermon, Healing Service & 
Dukhanen (Priestly blessings) 
6:30 pm Ne’ila (Closing the Gates) 
8:00pm-9:30pm Community Pot Luck Break-Fast at 
Kehilla. Please bring a vegetarian main dish to share. 
Food can be dropped off at Kehilla between 2:00 & 
4:30 p.m., or at 7:45 p.m. 

Thurs., Oct. 13. No Kehilla School. 

Fri., Oct. 14, 6:30pm, Friday Night Peace Walk with 
OCO. Usually Rabbi David is on these walks but may be 
out of town this weekend. But Kehilla people have 
been coming, so it would be great to continue to have 
our shul’s participation in David’s absence. This is an 
easy opportunity to really be part of the movement for 
peace in our own community led by Oakland 
Community Organizations’ Ceasefire campaign. The 
campaign is many-sided including the training and 
mobilization of neighborhood peace interveners, the 
retraining of police, and a weekly peace walk with local 
congregations to support a “culture of peace and 
healing” in neighborhoods at risk. The neighbors there 
support these walks and it has always been peaceful 
and friendly. It’s a nice way to meet people from across 
the spectrum of Oakland communities who support 
Ceasefire efforts. Meet inside First Mt. Sinai Church, 
1970 86th Ave. For info, call 510-606-5064.   

Sat. Oct. 15, 10:30am. Shabbat Service with Sharon 
Grodin and Beth Dickinson. As we read the poem that 
comprises parashat Haazinu (Deuteronomy 32), we can 

see the influence of the theology of the prophets on 
this chapter. Of course, the prophets were centuries 
after Moses, so this is a much later insert into the 
Torah with a very different way of seeing God. What 
was this theology and how does it connect to later 
Jewish spirituality and to our social activism today? We 
will especially look at Deuteronomy 32:37-40. Kiddush 
to follow. Bring a veggy potluck dish to share. Fireside 
Room. 

Sun., Oct. 16, 11am-1pm. Kehilla Neighborhood 
Brunches. 

Sun., Oct. 16, 5:30pm. Chai Mitzvah Group. Back 
classroom, main floor.   (See details, p. 11.)  

Mon., Oct. 17, 7-9pm. Community Discussion of Ballot 
Propositions and Local Measures.  Sponsored by the 
Economic Justice Committee, the Greening Committee 
and Anti-Death Penalty Action Group. Social Hall. (See 
article, p. 17.) 

Mon., Oct. 17, 6:30pm. "Elements of Magical Judaism" 
class. Taught by Jude Elfe & Jonathan Furst. Sanctuary.  
(See p. 12 for details.) 

Wed., Oct. 19, 7:50am Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room. (Enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview.)  Doors open at 7:50 a.m., 
short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30, 
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. 

Wed., Oct. 19, 7pm. Economic Justice Committee 
Meeting. Social Hall. 

Thurs., Oct. 20, 4-6pm. Kehilla School. Please enter 
through the kitchen door. 

Fri., Oct. 21, 6:30pm, Sukkot Shabbat Friday Evening 
Potluck in the Sukkah. Bring the whole family and join 
us for a Sukkot dinner in the Sukkah (and/or Social 
Hall). This is not a ritual-heavy event – our major 
purpose is to celebrate and be happy, which is the very 
purpose the Torah describes for the holiday. We’ll do a 
few blessings, then a potluck dinner, conversation, 
perhaps a chance for kids to make sukkah decorations, 
and then, as you choose to, do the ritual of blessing the 
lulav palm frond and shaking in blessing to all the 
world’s directions with Rabbi David. At Kehilla 
Remember: Bring a veggy potluck dish to share and be 
joyous. 

Sat., Oct. 22, 10:30am. Sukkot Shabbat with Special 
Procession.  Appropriate for everyone in the family. 
Join Rabbi David & Julie Nesnansky as we celebrate 
Sukkot with a joyous musical service and processions 
(“hakafot”) with lulav followed by Kiddush in the 
sukkah. Bring veggie finger food to share. 
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Mon. Oct. 24. Simchat Torah Celebration at Chochmat 
HaLev  2215 Prince St., Berkeley at Fulton. 
Join with all the Bay Area Renewal communities for a 
night of sacred and ecstastic dancing to live music and 
special Torah chanting to celebrate the conclusion of 
our High Holy Day journey.    
6:00pm  Special Kids Celebration with Jen Miriam and 
Alon Altman, dance and sing around the Torah with  
puppets, music and friends 
6:30pm Vegetarian potluck dinner 
7:00 pm Maariv, Dancing and Torah service with the 
Shirat HaLev Musicians 
9:30 pm- Kiddush and refreshments 
Donation:  Members of participating organizations: 
$15-10   General Public $20-15   Children: $5 

Tues., Oct. 25, 6:45pm. (Dinner at 6:15)  Board of 
Trustees Meeting. All are welcome. Fireside  Room. 

Wed., Oct. 26, 7:50am Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room. (Enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview.)  Doors open at 7:50 a.m., 
short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30, 
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. 

Wed., Oct. 26, 7pm. A Class in the Poetic Word. Taught 
by Lenore Weiss. Fireside Room. (See p. 12 for details.) 

Thurs., Oct. 27, 4-6pm.  Kehilla School. Please enter 
through the kitchen door. 

Thurs., Oct. 27, 6:30pm. "700 Benches: 
Experiencing Biblical Hebrew." Taught by Jenna Kemp. 
(See details on p. 10)  

Fri., Oct. 28, 6:30pm, Tot Shabbat. For children up to 5 
years old (or older if they enjoy it) and their grown-ups. 
Led by Jen Miriam Kantor, Alon Altman and Jen’s 
puppet friends. Please bring a vegetarian potluck dish. 
In the Social Hall. 

Sat., Oct 29, 10:30am.  Shabbat Service and Torah 
Study with Rabbi David and Beth Dickinson. Here we go 
again! We are starting the Torah anew from the first 
parasha of the Torah. We will be looking at the mythic 
Garden of Eden story and how it has been 
reinterpreted in traditional and modern midrash (such 
as by Lilith Magazine and John Steinbeck). During the 
service, rather than chanting the Torah we will study 

and discuss Chapter 3 of Genesis. Followed by Kiddush. 
Bring veggie finger food to share. 

Sat., Oct.29, 9am. 30th annual Harmony Walk/Run to 
End Homelessness in Richmond, hosted by the Greater 
Richmond Interfaith Program (GRIP). Check-in 9:30am. 
Walk begins 10:30am.The web address with a link to 
our team page & further details will be provided in the 
Kehilla weekly e-mails. You can walk or run for as 
much, or as little, a distance as you want.  And, there 
will be a festival in the park after the walk. (See 
announcement, p. 14.) 

Sun., Oct. 30, 2:30-5:00, (1) Nuts and Bolts Workshop 
for Parents & (2) Interactive Discussion with Shalom 
Bayit for Bar/Bat Mitzvah Students 
(1) is required for parents, (2) is highly recommended 
for Students 
   Parents who have previously gone through the 
program will be coming to and share their nuts and 
bolts experiences about planning for the whole year, 
including sharing details about how to keep things 
organized, as well as kiddush and party planning. 
Simultaneously, Zephira Derblich-Milea from Shalom 
Bayit will be presenting her award-winning workshop, 
“Love Shouldn’t Hurt.” www.shalom-bayit.org/teen 
In this workshop, students will have the opportunity to 
learn and discuss about how to build and maintain 
healthy relationships.    
For questions or to request childcare for BBM related 
activities, contact sandra@kehillasynagogue.org.  

Mon., Oct. 31, 6:30-9:30pm. "Elements of Magical 
Judaism" class. Taught by Jude Elfe & Jonathan Furst. 
Sanctuary.  (See p. 12 for details.) 

Sat., Nov. 5, 6:45pm. Annual Harvest Dinner of the 
Faith Trio (Kehilla, Islamic Cultural Center, Montclair 
Presbyterian). Come early at 6:15 if you would like to 
be present at the Muslim evening prayer. Followed by 
multi-faith blessings before dinner. Designated potluck: 
Kehilla members bring veggy salads (fish okay). 
Muslims, Jews and Christians eating together and an 
opportunity to discuss the subject of the evening: 
Solidarity: A Spiritual Necessity. At the Islamic Cultural 
Center, 1433 Madison Street, Oakland. 
 

 
  

http://www.shalom-bayit.org/teen
mailto:sandra@kehillasynagogue.org.
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Kehilla Community Synagogue 
Please use the following number for all staff:  (510) 547-2424 

Co-Rabbi, David J. Cooper 
Rabbidavid@kehillasynagogue.org 

Co-Rabbi, Dev Noily  
RabbiDev@kehillasynagogue.org 

Executive Director,  Michael Saxe-Taller 
Michael@kehillasynagogue.org 

Managing Director, Beth Bittle 
Beth@kehillasynagogue.org 

Hazzan Shulamit Wise Fairman 
Shulamit@kehillasynagogue.org 

Bar/Bat Mitvzah Program Director, Sandra Razieli 
Sandra@kehillasynagogue.org 

Founding Rabbi, Burt Jacobson   (510) 283-5704 
RabBurt@earthlink.net 
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Communications Coordinator,  
Sasha Gottfried 
Sasha@kehillasynagogue.org 

Youth Programs Coordinator,  
Natalie Boskin  
Natalie@kehillasynagogue.org 

Bookkeeper, Molly Melamed 
Molly@kehillasynagogue.org 

Events Line: 

Fax: (510) 547-2442 

Chevra Kadisha: 
Jane Hoberman: 510-843-6047 

Committee Against Abuse: 
Steven Falk: 510-339-0517 

Spiritual Life Practices Committee Chair:  
Shoshana Finacom 
Spirituallife@kehillasynagogue.org 
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              High Holy Days 5777/2016 
                     Seeking Shelter in the Days of Awe:  
            Immigrants and Refugees, Longing and Home 
                                                    by Rabbi Dev Noily 

     In March of this year a 
group of Kehilla members 
working on immigration 
issues called a meeting to 
connect people in our 
community who are involved 

in all kinds of work and service with immigrants and 
refugees, and the laws and policies affecting them. 
    Here are some of the ways people who came to the 
meeting are engaged: 

 Working with Nueva Esperanza to form 
accompaniment teams who provide direct 
support to newly arrived Central American 
immigrants; 

 Supporting LGBT refugees through the Jewish 
Family and Community Services of the East 
Bay LGBT refugee resettlement program ; 

 Working with Jewish Voice for Peace doing 
neighborhood canvassing focused on 
welcoming refugees and ending Muslim 
profiling; 

 Participating in monthly vigils at the ICE West 
County Detention Facility to support 
immigrant detainees and their families; 

 Exploring Kehilla's potential to be a sanctuary 
synagogue for those who face deportation; 

 Providing legal or counseling services to 
immigrants; 

 Providing direct or financial support for Syrian 
and other refugees in Europe, through the 
Hebrew Immigrant Aid Society (HIAS) and 
other agencies; 

 Working with the East Bay Interfaith 
Immigration Coalition; 

 Providing support to Syrian refugees coming 
to the U.S. 

    I left that meeting inspired and moved by the 
incredible energy among people in the Kehilla 
community.  There are so many ways that so many 
people are supporting immigrants and refugees, 

fighting against deportations and human rights 
abuses, and advocating for policy changes that reflect 
our commitment to welcome people who are fleeing 
war, persecution and social and economic turmoil.   
    One thing that came up at the meeting was the 
need to let more people know about the work that’s 
happening, and to help more people join in.  How 
could we get word out about where contributions are 
needed and how people contribute—whether 
someone has an occasional few hours or dollars to 
give, or has housing to share, or can offer an ongoing 
gift of time? 
    When the Spiritual Leadership team (Rabbi David, 
Hazzan Shulamit, Avi Rose, Rabbi Burt, Howard 
Hamburger, Sandra Razieli, Sharon Grodin and myself) 
met to consider our theme for this year’s High Holy 
Days, “immigrants and refugees” emerged as a 
compelling choice.  We saw at least a trio of 
interconnected reasons to dig into this ground:  (1) the 
urgent humanitarian and justice issues underlying the 
unprecedented migration underway, (2) the energy 
already flowing in Kehilla to address the crises, and (3) 
the potential for our coming together for High Holy 
Days to help more people respond to the crises.  
    One more reason to let ourselves be guided by this 
theme is its profoundly rich spiritual terrain.  
Experiences of seeking refuge, migrating, yearning for 
home and offering harbor and kindness to those 
fleeing from danger open up the big questions that all 
of us sometimes face in moments of stillness.  What is 
the sense of disorientation, separateness or apartness 
that we sometimes feel? How do we come to be at 
home in the world and in ourselves? What is our 
longing for connection and at-one-ment—where does 
it come from, and where can it lead us? What are our 
personal and communal histories of migration and 
how do they shape us? How can we move toward 
harmony and balance between our unique individual 
experience and our shared connection to all that is? 

[continued on p. 19]
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Renew Your Membership Now! 
    Kehilla members in good standing will automatically 

receive complimentary admission to High Holy Day 
services when you renew your membership for 2015-16.  

Your admission to High Holy Day services will be your 
name at the door, along with your name tag.  

    To renew your membership, please visit our website at 
www.KehillaSynagogue.org.     

 

Discounts 
On First-Time Membership 

    We are offering a discount on membership dues 
through December 1, 2016. Dues are $200 for Adults 
under 30, and $660 for Adults 30 and over, and will 
include tickets to all High Holy Day services. Conversely, 
any payment made for High Holy Day tickets can be 
applied to the cost of membership. Payment plans can be 
arranged. 

   Visit the website at www.KehillaSynagogue.org and 
click on “JOIN” for more information, or  contact Sasha at 
(510) 547-2424 x100 or Sasha@KehillaSynagogue.org.   

 

 

High Holy Day Tickets  
for the General Public 

Tickets to services  for the general public can be 
ordered on the website at 

http://kehillasynagogue.org/highholydays/  

Tickets will also be available 
 for purchase at the door. 

High Holy Days Schedule 
The Bird of Many Colors:  

A Pre-Holy Days Ingathering 
Saturday, September 24  

Social hour at 7:15, Program at 8pm 

Erev Rosh Hashanah at Scottish Rite Center  
Sunday, October 2, 6:30pm  

Rosh Hashanah at Scottish Rite Center  
Monday, October 3, 9:30am  

Rosh Hashanah Family & Youth Service 
 at Scottish Rite Center 
Monday, October 3, 10am 

Rosh Hashanah Toddler Services 
at Scottish Rite Center 

Monday, October 3, 10:15am 

Second Day Rosh Hashanah at Kehilla  
Tuesday, October 4, 9:30am 

Shabbat Shuvah at Kehilla 
Saturday, October 8, 10:30am 

Kol Nidre at Scottish Rite Center 
 Tuesday, October 11, 6:30pm  

Kol Nidre Family Service at Kehilla  
Tuesday, October 11, 6:30pm 

Kol Nidre Toddler Service at Kehilla  
Tuesday, October 11, 6:30pm 

Yom Kippur Day at Scottish Rite Center  
Wednesday, October 12, 9:30am  

Yom Kippur Youth Service for 6th-8th Graders 
at Scottish Rite Center 

Wednesday, October 12, 10am 

Yom Kippur Afternoon/Evening at Kehilla 
Wednesday, October 12 

2:00-4:30pm: Drop off potluck offerings* 
2:30-3:30pm: Workshops 

 4:30pm: Yizkor (Remembrance) 
5:15pm: Rabbi Burt Teaching, Healing Service & Dukhanen  

6:30pm: Ne’ila (Closing the Gates) 
8pm: Community Potluck Break-fast 

*Please bring a vegetarian main dish to share. Food can be 
dropped off at Kehilla between 2:00 & 4:30pm or at 7:45pm 

 

 

KKeehhiillllaa  HHiigghh  HHoollyy  DDaayyss  
22001166//55777777 

http://www.KehillaSynagogue.org.
http://www.KehillaSynagogue.org
mailto:Sasha@KehillaSynagogue.org.
http://kehillasynagogue.org/highholydays/
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Executively Speaking  
A New Year: Looking Ahead 

                                         by Michael Saxe-Taller, Executive Director 
      

       It is again that time of the Jewish 
cycle when we reflect on the past year    
and imagine the one that is coming.   
     This year, my first full Jewish year at 
Kehilla, was filled with important 

moments and solid growth for us as a congregation. We 
finished the year a stronger, more cohesive community. 
We have increased our membership, solidified our 
finances, updated our technology, prepared for an 
upcoming rabbinic transition and developed even more 
committed congregant leaders (for specifics, see my June 
Kol Kehilla article at http://kehillasynagogue.org/oh-
what-a-year/. I think we can be proud of all that we did 
to strengthen our community and to make constructive 
change in the communities around us. 
     I am jazzed for the year that is coming up. We enter 
the year planted on firm ground,  prepared to face the 
next important set of challenges for us as a community. I 
think these include: 
     Caring for our building – Our physical home is in need 
of some significant repair. In addition, we want our 
building to be more accessible and more welcoming to 
our own community and to those who join us.  
     Completing our Rabbinic transition – Rabbis David and 
Dev will be serving as Co-Rabbis for this year until the  

 
next stage of the transition occurs in July 2017. We will 
have many chances to appreciate Rabbi David for his 
years of work and to prepare for Rabbi Dev’s step into 
the senior rabbinic role. We will also be searching for a 
dynamic new Director of Kehilla School to join our Kehilla 
leadership team.  
     Addressing the issues of a growing community – 
Kehilla grew by 25 member households in the past year 
and we have reason to think that we will continue to 
grow this year as well. We will need to put attention to 
welcoming our new members, as well as to how we 
maintain our intimacy and individual care while we grow. 
     Thinking about our next 5-10 years – As our present 
day situation has become stable, we now have the 
opportunity to image our future as a congregation and to 
strategize and prioritize the steps that will get us there.    
The Kehilla Board and many of our other committees will 
have opportunities to do this kind of thinking. 
     I am excited for the opportunity to engage with you 
this year on these issues and on the many other aspects 
of Kehilla life.  
     May we all have a sweet year of working, building, 
growing and celebrating together as a community. 
L’Shana Tova

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

It's Membership Renewal Time! 

    It is time again for you to renew your annual Kehilla dues pledge. 

     We are excited to have a new membership renewal and registration process, a result of another one of our 
year’s major accomplishments - a new, upgraded database. We now have one form that is used for membership 
renewals, new memberships and religious school registrations. The form will combine all fees and allow you to 
set up a payment plan. We will also be able to automatically update your contact information into the database.  

     We strongly encourage everyone to renew their membership electronically. If you need a paper registration 
form, please contact Sasha Gottfried at 510-547-2424 x100 or Sasha@kehillasynagogue.org  

     You have recently received a letter and a couple of emails outlining the renewal/registration process. You can 
access the renewal/registration form by going to the to the Kehilla website or to the link in the renewal emails.  

     We deeply appreciate your membership in this community and look forward to another year together! 

  

http://kehillasynagogue.org/oh-
mailto:Sasha@kehillasynagogue.org
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Chai Elul Shabbat & 
New Member Welcome 

Saturday, September 10, 10am 

      Join our “Bima Team” for a spirited, musical service as 
we immerse in the month of Elul and prepare for the High 
Holy Days. Our newest members will receive a special 
honor during the Torah service, and we’ll kick off the 
morning with Ketzev Kehilla, our prayerful percussion 
orchestra. Come one, come all! Children most welcome! 
Vegetarian potluck luncheon to follow. Please bring a 
vegetarian dish to share.  Kiddush also sponsored by Ruth 
Goldstone & James Eder in honor of Ruth's mother Merle 
S. Goldstone's yartzheit. 

 

Solar Lights for Gaza Fundraiser & 
 Pre-Shabbat Potluck 

Friday, September 16, 5:30pm 
     This is a special pre-Shabbat Service gathering and 
potluck meal organized by Kehilla’s Greening Committee 
and Middle East Peace Committee. The purpose is to raise 
tzedakah for Rebuilding Alliance’s project to provide solar 
lights for the residents of Gaza where electricity is often 
available for only four or five hours in a day. This is 
especially needed by children who would otherwise study 
at night by hazardous candle or kerosene light. Guest 
speaker: Donna Baranski-Walker, founder of Rebuilding 
Alliance. We will have a Potluck Dinner in the Social Hall 
starting at 6:00.  Please bring a vegetarian or fish dish to 
share.  Followed by Kabbalat Shabbat Service at 7:30. (See 
article, p. 8.) 

 

Elul Shabbat Service with  
the Chevra Kadisha 

Saturday, September 17, 10:30am 

     Led by Rabbi David, Hazzan Shulamit, and Julie 
Nesnansky. Celebrating the completion of our “Sh’mira 
Readings Project.” Sh’mira is the ritual of staying with the 
body of the deceased in the period preceding the funeral 
during which the shomer (“guardian”) traditionally reads 
from the book of psalms. For our members, when they do 
Sh’mira, Kehilla’s Chevra Kadisha has assembled readings 
from innovative and interpretive translations of the psalms, 
some of which we will read at this service. We will have a 
short Torah reading that morning with one aliyah. 
Deuteronomy 22:6-12. If you want to chant this, email 
Rabbi David.  In the Fireside Room. Kiddush sponsored by 
the Chevra Kadisha. 

A Community Forum on the  
Movement for Black Lives Platform 

Study & Conversation 
Sunday September 18, 3:30 – 7:00pm 

     Join us as we come together to study the 
platform as a community and to listen deeply to 
what the Movement’s leaders are saying. Rabbi 
David, Rabbi Dev, Hazzan Shulamit, and Rabbi Burt 
have endorsed the Movement for Black Lives 
Platform as individuals.  We invite you to read the 
entire platform, either ahead of time or at the 
Forum.   
    Our intention is to create a community forum 
that centers the Platform’s demands for racial and 
economic justice, while making space for the 
complex emotional responses that may arise for us 
in relationship to Jewish identity, racial identity and 
all the aspects of ourselves that make each of us 
who we are. 
    ( See article on p. 9 for details.)  

Kehilla High Holy Days Art Reception 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Saturday, September 17, 3:30-6:30pm 

     Kehilla is honored to present a group show 
reflecting this year’s High Holy Days theme of 
Immigrants. Refugees. Longing. Home. For the first 
time, Kehilla will be using art to deepen our 
individual and collective connection to the High Holy 
Days. 
     Over 20 Kehilla members have contributed more 
than 30 pieces, including sketches, paintings, mixed 
media, ceramics, photos, and narrative. The work is 
both beautiful and powerful. We invite you to join us 
at the artists’ reception.  Thanks to the talent and 
generosity of our congregation, art will be displayed 
not only in the Fireside Room but throughout the 
synagogue. Light refreshments will be served. We 
look forward to seeing you there! 
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A Gym for Writers 
     Have you always wanted to explore writing and 
other writers, but need a supportive environment 
to get the ink going? Here's an open invitation for 
all those who'd like to discuss forming a Jewish-
based writing group. 
     The possibilities might include — a place where 
we can generate new writing based on prompts 
and other self-starters, exchange information 
about our favorite Jewish writers and poets, read 
together, or something else.  
      If interested, please contact Lenore Weiss at 
webcontentlw@gmail.com  with "Gym for 
Writers"  in the subject line.   

Yoga for Renewal: 
Rooted in Jewish Mystical Teachings 

with Julie Emden of Jewish LearningWorks 

 

Sunday, September 18, 2:00-4:00pm 

     Integrate, mind, body, heart and spirit. Enhance 
your practices for living in balance and wellness with 
this gentle, grounded Iyengar-based yoga and 
movement practice infused with themes of 
realignment and renewal for the Jewish New Year. 

     Location:  4th Street Yoga, 1809 4th St., Berkeley 
     Cost:  $25.   Register: yogasept20.eventbrite.com 

     Co-sponsored by 4th Street Yoga, Chochmat HaLev, 
Congregation Netivot Shalom, Kehilla Community 

Synagogue, Temple Sinai Oakland. 

     Contact: jemden@jewishlearningworks.org 
About Julie Emden:  Julie directs the Embodied Jewish 
Learning Initiative at Jewish LearningWorks. A graduate of 
five fellowship and certification programs related to her 
work as a Jewish Educator and as a Yoga, Movement and 
Dance Instructor, Julie holds a BA from the University of 
Michigan. She holds teaching certifications in Iyengar-
based yoga from the Yoga Room in Berkeley, in Yoga and 
Jewish Spirituality from Elat Chayyim Center for Jewish 
Spirituality, and in Movement-based Expressive Arts from 
Tamalpa Institute.  

 “We Are the Bridge” Exhibit Reception 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Sunday, September 18, 1- 3 pm 
     This exhibit showcases works by artists of multiple 
faith traditions, and is sponsored by the Faith Trio 
(Kehilla, Islamic Cultural Center, and Montclair 
Presbyterian).  It includes a large selection from the 
May 2015 interfaith exhibition held at the Islamic 
Cultural Center of Northern California. Kehilla artists 
Tamar Raine, Susan Freundlich and Lea Delson are 
represented in this exhibit, along with many other 
wonderful artists.  Free Reception with Music. 

 At Osher Marin JCC  
 200 North San Pedro Rd. San Rafael 

 
Mission Dolores Window by Lea Delson 

 

The Bird of Many Colors: 
A Pre-Holy Days Ingathering 

Saturday, September 24 
Shmooze: 7:15pm  Program: 8pm 

     Gather with us one week before Rosh Hashanah, as 
we turn together toward the Days of Awe. This year, 
rather than observing Selichot with a service, all are 
welcome to an evening of community, music, stories, 
meditation and reflection.  

      Join us in the social hall for a little nosh and 
socializing, followed by a program led by the Kehilla 
spiritual leadership and musical prayer leaders, as we 
focus our awareness and maybe set some intention for 
our experience of the holy days.   If you are new to 
Kehilla, or to Kehilla’s observance of the High Holydays, 
this evening is a lovely way to begin the experience.  If 
you’re accustomed to the Selichot services of the last 
few years, you’ll find a similar opportunity in this 
program for settling into intention and reflection. 

 

mailto:webcontentlw@gmail.com
mailto:jemden@jewishlearningworks.org
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"Mrs. Reiff And The Counterfeit Shop" 
by Stephanie Anne Johnson 

A Staged Play Reading 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Sunday, September 25, 5pm 

     We are delighted to present a staged reading of 
Stephanie Anne Johnson’s newest play. This 
autobiographical portrait begins when teenaged 
Stephanie looks into the window of an art store in 
Englewood, New Jersey. 
      Welcomed by Mrs. Reiff, the owner of the 
Counterfeit Shop, they develop a decades long 
friendship which transcends age, culture, race, and 
religion. There are flashbacks to highlight this 
historical moment on the East Coast when Black 
people and Jewish people shared common cause in 
the quest for social justice. A surprising cultural 
intersection is revealed at the end of the play. 
      Susan Felix, Bruce Bierman, and Stephanie Anne 
Johnson will be the readers. Bruce Bierman will lead 
participants in Jewish dance before an open 
discussion of this play in development.   
     People of all ages are welcome to attend this 
event.  Admission is free. Donations for the actors 
and technician will be gratefully accepted. 

In the Sanctuary 

 

Sukkot Shabbat: 
Friday Evening Potluck in the Sukkah 

 
Friday, October 21, 6:30pm 

    Bring the whole family and join us for a Sukkot 
dinner in the Sukkah (and/or Social Hall). This is not a 
ritual-heavy event – our major purpose is to 
celebrate and be happy which is the very purpose 
the Torah describes for the holiday. We’ll do a few 
blessings, then a potluck dinner, conversation, 
perhaps a chance for kids to make sukkah 
decorations, and then, as you choose to, do the ritual 
of blessing the lulav palm frond and shaking in 
blessing to all the world’s directions with Rabbi 
David.   Remember: Bring a veggie potluck dish to 
share and be joyous! (Fish okay, but no shellfish, 
please.) 

 

Annual Harvest Dinner of the Faith Trio 
“Solidarity: A Spiritual Necessity”  

 

 
Saturday evening, November 5 

 
6:15 Come early if you would like to be present at the 
Muslim evening service 
6:45 Multi-Faith Blessings, Potluck Dinner (see below) 
and Conversation 
 
     The Faith Trio is an alliance of Kehilla Community 
Synagogue, Islamic Cultural Center of Northern 
California, and Montclair Presbyterian Church. Every 
year we hold an autumn gathering. Often we have a 
theme for discussion at the tables. The opening 
question this year: “What is your earliest memory of an 
experience where you met someone from another 
religious background?” Our discussions will focus on 
the spiritual necessity for interfaith solidarity.  
Designated potluck: Kehilla members bring veggy 
salads (fish okay). 

At the Islamic Cultural Center of Northern California 
1433 Madison Street, Oakland near 14th Street 

 



 7

Kehilla Neighborhood Brunches Return! 
Sunday, October 16, 11:00am-1:00pm

If you have ever wanted to find out more about the 
Kehilla members in your neighborhood and to make 
connections in your local village - come to a Kehilla 
Neighborhood Brunch!   This year our brunch is on the 
day of the first evening of Sukkot. 

WHERE: We expect to have hosts for Berkeley, 
Richmond, South Oakland and the 
Rockridge/Temescal/Grand Lake/Piedmont area of 
Oakland. WHAT: The hosts will provide juice, coffee 
and tea.   

Guests are asked to bring vegetarian brunch items to 
share. 

Save the Date and look for further announcements in 
the weekly emails or call the office!  We hope to see 
you there!  If you are willing to volunteer your home, 
please email chesed@kehillasynagogue.org.  Your offer 
will be much appreciated. 

Shalom, 
The Chesed Committee 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Erev Simchat Torah Celebration!  
Monday, October 24 

 

 

 

 

at Chochmat HaLev   
2215 Prince St., Berkeley at Fulton. 

Join with all the Bay Area Renewal communities for 
a night of sacred and ecstastic dancing to live 
music and special Torah chanting to celebrate the 
conclusion of our High Holy Day journey.    

6:00pm  Special Kids Celebration with Jen Miriam 
and Alon Altman, dance and sing around the Torah 
with  puppets, music and friends 

6:30pm Vegetarian potluck dinner 

7:00 pm Maariv, Dancing and Torah service with 
the Shirat HaLev Musicians 

9:30 pm- Kiddush and refreshments 

Donation:  Members of participating organizations: 
$15-10   General Public $20-15   Children: $5 

Save the Date! 

The Buddha & The Ba’al Shem Tov 
With Zoketsu Norman Fischer, Rabbi Burt Jacobson &  

Rabbi Dev Noily  
Come celebrate Rabbi Burt's 80th Birthday! 

Saturday Evening, November 19, 7:30pm 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

   Our own visionary teacher Rabbi Burt and noted poet, 
meditation teacher and Zen Buddhist priest, Norman 
Fischer will be in dialogue, moderated by Rabbi Dev. They 
will explore parallels in the teaching and lives of the 
Buddha and the Ba’al Shem Tov, two enlightened teachers 
who saw the Divine everywhere, and taught the spiritual 
values of mystery, compassion, love and joy. 

   Come and celebrate Rabbi Burt’s 80th birthday and 50th 
year in the rabbinate! The dialogue will be followed by 
delectable desserts and drinks in the Social Hall. 

   PLEASE NOTE – We will be celebrating Rabbi Burt’s 80th 
throughout Shabbat on November 18 & 19.  We will have 
Kabbalat Shabbat services and oneg on Friday night, and 
special Shabbat morning services and lunch on Saturday. 

Sanctuary 
 

 

 

 

mailto:chesed@kehillasynagogue.org.
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Book Discussion Group 
All Kehilla members are welcome to join us for our customary meetings on the second Monday of the month at 7pm in 
the Fireside Room. These books are from the San Francisco Jewiish Community Library and there might be copies to 
borrow. 

Monday, September 12, 7pm 
The Fixer by Bernard Malamud 

     The Fixer (1966) is Bernard Malamud's best-known 
and most acclaimed novel -- one that makes manifest his 
roots in Russian fiction, especially that of Isaac Babel.  
Set in Kiev in 1911 during a period of heightened anti-
Semitism, the novel tells the story of Yakov Bok, a Jewish 
handyman blamed for the brutal murder of a young 
Russian boy. Bok leaves his village to try his luck in Kiev, 
and after denying his Jewish identity, finds himself 
working for a member of the anti-Semitic Black 
Hundreds Society. When the boy is found nearly drained 
of blood in a cave, the Black Hundreds accuse the Jews of 
ritual murder. Arrested and imprisoned, Bok refuses to 
confess to a crime that he did not commit. 
 

 

Monday, October 10, 7pm 
Mystics of Mile End by Sigal Samuel 

     Sigal Samuel’s debut novel, in the vein of Nicole 
Krauss’s bestselling The History of Love, is an imaginative 
story that delves into the heart of Jewish mysticism, 
faith, and family. In the half-Hasidic, half-hipster 
Montreal neighborhood of Mile End, eleven-year-old Lev 
Meyer is discovering that there may be a place for 
Judaism in his life. As he learns about science in his day 
school, Lev begins his own extracurricular study of the 
Bible’s Tree of Knowledge with neighbor Mr. Katz, who is 
building his own Tree out of trash. Meanwhile his sister 
Samara is secretly studying for her Bat Mitzvah with 
next-door neighbor and Holocaust survivor, Mr. 
Glassman. All the while his father, David, a professor of 
Jewish mysticism, is a non-believer. 

 
Solar Lights for Gaza Fundraiser & 

 Pre-Shabbat Potluck 
Please join Kehilla’s Greening and Middle East Peace Committees for a potluck dinner on  

September 16 at 5:30pm and fundraiser to support the children of Gaza. 

         Gaza is still recovering from fifty-one days of 
bombing in 2014. Electricity, water, and sewage systems 
are all still very fragile, and more than 17,000 people are 
still in temporary housing. Families there are affected 
daily by rolling black-outs. Far too often electricity is 
only available for 4 hours per day. Children must do 
their homework by dangerous kerosene lamps or 
candlelight. For the last year, the Rebuilding Alliance, a 
local non-profit organization, has been fundraising and 
shpping solar powered lights to Non-Governmental 
Organizations in Gaza. Our goal is to help raise funds to 
help them send the next pallet of 1,920 solar-powered 
lights to Gaza's children. 
     Our speaker for the evening will be Donna Baranski-
Walker, founder and Executive Director of Rebuilding 
Alliance, who was in Gaza in April to distribute the first 
pallet of solar lights. Rebuilding Alliance is working with 
Palestinian Non-Governmental Organizations in Gaza to 
distribute the solar lights to children and families in 
need. Donna will explain how Rebuilding Alliance is able 
to send the solar-powered lights through the blockade 
following pre-clearance by both Palestinian and Israeli 
Customs. She also will tell us about their NGO partners 
and some of the families she visited in Gaza. This will be 

a rare opportunity to hear directly from someone who 
has spent time in Gaza supporting children and families.  
     Rebuilding Alliance has already delivered three pallets 
of solar lights so children in Gaza can safely study and 
spend time with their families. There are 700,000 
children in Gaza.  Please join us on Sept. 16th to help 
Rebuilding Alliance send more Luci Lights to Gaza's 
children. 
     We will have a Potluck Dinner in the Social Hall 
starting at 5:30. Please bring a vegetarian or fish dish to 
share.  
     And please join us after dinner and the presentation 
for a spirited, musical Kabbalat Shabbat service to sing, 
meditate, dance, and rest in the joy and peace of 
Shabbat. Led by Hazzan Shulamit and Julie Nesnansky. 
     We hope you can join us on September 16 to hear first 
hand from our guest about her experience personally 
delivering solar lights to Gaza. But if you can’t make it, 
please make a donation to this great project!  
     You can donate at this link: 
https://commitchange.com/ca/burlingame-
94010/rebuilding-alliance/events/kehilla-for-gazas-
children 

https://commitchange.com/ca/burlingame-
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You’re Invited: 
A Community Forum on the Movement for Black Lives Platform: 

Study & Conversation 

Sunday September 18, 3:30 – 7:00pm 
by Rabbi Dev Noily 

     In early August the Movement for Black Lives 
Platform was published.  Organizers described their 
project this way: 

In response to the sustained and increasingly visible 
violence against Black communities in the U.S. and 
globally, a collective of more than 50 organizations 
representing thousands of Black people from across 
the country have come together with renewed 
energy and purpose to articulate a common vision 
and agenda. 
Our resistance and rebellion are not new, but like 
other times in history have come to a critical mass, 
and the bravery of those in Ferguson and across 
the country captured the attention of the world. A 
year ago, over 2,000 of us gathered in Cleveland to 
reflect on the state of our movement for liberation 
and celebrate our people, both those who have 
fallen and those who have survived. It was there 
that we began the process of uniting to articulate a 
shared vision of the world we want to live in. 

     The Platform articulates that sweeping and radical 
vision for racial and economic justice. It addresses 
reparations, education, healthcare, housing, policing, 
militarization (domestic and foreign), incarceration, 
criminalization, community control, and other aspects 
of U.S. society and policy that impact Black lives. 
     We’re excited to come together to study the 
platform as a community and to listen deeply to what 
the Movement’s leaders are saying. Rabbi David, 
Hazzan Shulamit, Rabbi Burt and I have endorsed the 
Movement for Black Lives Platform as individuals.  As I 
read the Platform I felt the tectonic plates of racial 
injustice in our country begin to shift.  In the profound 
language of the background pieces I could hear more 
of the stories of Black lives, deepening my awareness 
of the differences between my experience as White 
person and the experiences of so many Black people I 

live alongside.   I heard the Platform as a call to listen 
to Black voices, as a call to compassion, and as a call to 
join more fully in the M4BL struggle to root out the 
injustice that continues to rot the core of our country.  
This feels like an extraordinary historic moment to me, 
and I feel humbled and grateful for the Movement for 
Black Lives as path to justice for all of us. 
     We’d like Kehilla to consider endorsing the Platform 
as an organization as well. This Forum will be our first 
communal conversation about the Platform, and will 
help us to discern the next steps in this process.   
     The primary focus of our learning and 
conversations will be the current and historic 
experiences of Black people in the U.S., and the ways 
that White supremacy has operated, and continues to 
operate in our society and in our souls. 
     We invite you to read the entire platform, either 
ahead of time or at the September 18 Community 
Forum.  The first part of the afternoon will be devoted 
to studying the Platform.  You will find links to a 
summary of the Platform, and to the deeper analysis 
of each of its six parts on our website at this link: 
http://kehillasynagogue.org/event/a-community-
forum-on-the-movement-for-black-lives-platform-
study-conversation/  
     After doing text study with the Platform we’ll have 
a break and a nosh/snack.  The second half of the 
afternoon will be a compassionate listening-style 
session, where people gather in facilitated small 
groups to share their responses, reactions to and 
questions about the platform.  We will have at least 
one small group for People of Color.  We’ll end with 
everyone coming together to share highlights from the 
small group conversations.  You may come for the 
whole time, or just the first half, or just the second 
half.   [continued on p. 13.]

 

http://kehillasynagogue.org/event/a-community-
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New Adult Education Classes Fall 2016 

To Register for Classes: You can register and pay online at www.KehillaSynagogue.org (click on the 
"LEARN" link and then click on Adult Education), or send check payable to Kehilla to Kehilla, 

 1300 Grand Ave., Piedmont, CA 94610.  

 
 
“700 Benches: Experiencing Biblical Hebrew” 
Class 
Begins September 8, 6:30pm 
Taught by Jenna Kemp 
Have you ever wanted to read and understand Torah 
Hebrew? As a first phase in the launch of Kehilla’s new 
“700 Benches” beit-midrash program,  Kehilla is 
offering  a class designed to be an immersive 
experience in the language and structure of biblical 
Hebrew. What do we mean by “immersive?" Think of 
once a week jumping into the deep end of the pool—
with water wings as needed, swim buddies, and a 
lifeguard. 
This class is a multi-level beit-midrash in which 
students will learn the grammar that will allow them 
to begin reading biblical Hebrew without an English 
translation. Working primarily in chevrutah (pairs, 
small groups), we will learn grammar together, while 
simultaneously reading biblical narrative in Hebrew. 
People at all levels of Hebrew abilities are encouraged 
to join. Students will be expected to do some 
homework and memorization, but the emphasis is on 
concepts and resources that will allow you to begin to 
“swim” on your own! 
If you are interested in the class, but need some work 
on your aleph-bet, you will find resources to help get 
you up to speed on our website at this link: 
http://kehillasynagogue.org/online-hebrewbiblical-
text-resources/ 
Prerequisite: Aleph-bet and Vowels 
Dates:  Thursdays, Sept. 8- Sept. 29, Oct. 27, Nov. 3 (A 
six-session series) 
Time: 6:30-8:30pm 
Cost: $150 Kehilla members, $180 General Public.  No 
one turned away for lack of ability to pay the full 
amount. If you are unable to pay the full amount, 
please contact sjgrodin@comcast.net. 
Questions? Contact Jenna Stover-Kemp at 
jennakemp25@gmail.com or Sharon Grodin at 
sjgrodin@comcast.net. No one is turned away for lack 
of funds; please discuss this with us. 

 
 

 
 
Conversion Group  
Begins September 12, 7:30pm 
Led by Rabbi Dev Noily and Sharon Grodin 

 Kehilla’s conversion group is the communal portion of 
a process of individual inquiry that each participant 
anticipates will lead to adopting Judaism.  Kehilla’s 
spiritual leaders Rabbi Dev and Sharon Grodin are 
available to guide participants in their reading, 
selection of classes, and experiences that inform their 
education toward discernment about this decision. 
 The group is not an “introduction to Judaism” class, 
but rather a forum where participants reflect on and 
share insights about the studies and experiences each 
is undertaking within Kehilla and elsewhere.  The 
group meets once a month for 1-1/2 hours, which 
typically includes some learning together and 
responding to each others’ questions. Because this 
group is intended to support conversion in the 
context of Kehilla community, after the first two 
sessions, participants are expected to decide whether 
Kehilla is a good fit for them; if so, participants will be 
come members, and if not, participants will be 
supported in finding an alternative for their 
conversion studies. 
If you are interested in this group, please contact 
Sharon Grodin at sjgrodin@comcast.net.  
Dates:  Mondays, Sept. 12, Nov. 14, Dec. 12  
Cost: No charge (but see above about membership).  
Led by Rabbi Dev and Sharon Grodin. 
Location: Sanctuary/Buber Room 

 

http://www.KehillaSynagogue.org
http://kehillasynagogue.org/online-hebrewbiblical-
mailto:sjgrodin@comcast.net.
mailto:jennakemp25@gmail.com
mailto:sjgrodin@comcast.net.
mailto:sjgrodin@comcast.net.
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Adult Education (continued) 
 
"Drumming As Prayer" Class 
A Two-Class Series: September 18 & September 21 
Taught by Debbie Fier, Kehilla Musical Prayer Leader & 
“Heartbeat of the Service"  
     Drumming is an active form of meditation. It 
provides a wonderful way to be present, express 
yourself and learn how to drum with a group in sacred 
community space. At Kehilla, we are creating an 
intergenerational drum group, called Ketzev Kehilla, 
(the Beats of Kehilla), and we have been learning 
some of the rhythms for the Kehilla melodies and also 
drumming at our Chai Shabbat services. 
     This is a two-class series. It can be taken as a series 
or as individual classes. (However, if you want to 
drum at High Holy Days services, you must come to 
both classes.) 
       Those who wish to will have the opportunity to 
drum for our High Holy Days services at the Scottish 
Rite Center in Oakland. Participants who want to join 
us in drumming need to commit to coming to both 
classes of the series (exceptions may be made IF you 
have taken previous ‘Drumming as Prayer’ classes with 
Debbie. In those cases you must come to at least 1 
class). If you have taken this class before, and enjoy 
drumming in our Kehilla circle, please come to the 
class!  We will always learn new rhythms, practice new 
exercises and continue building on what we have 
previously done. 
     All ages and all levels welcome!  Please bring a 
drum if you have one.  If you need a drum for the 
class, please email Sasha@kehillasynagogue.org and 
we will do our best to provide one. Hand percussion 
(shakers, claves, etc.) will be provided. 
     Dates: Sunday, Sept 18 - 4-5:30 and Wednesday,  
Sept 21, 7-8:30 in the Fireside Room.  
    Cost:  2-class series: $36 members/ $46 non-
members; Individual class: $20 members/ $25 non-
members 
    Location: Fireside Room 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Chai Mitzvah Group Forming: “A Jewish Year” 
Begins Sunday, October 16, 5:30pm 

In response to many requests for a more structured, 
group-based program for exploring Judaism, Kehilla is 
offering a Chai Mitzvah group beginning in October.  
What is “Chai Mitzvah,” you ask?  It’s a curriculum and 
structure created by a Jewish-multidenominational 
(including Renewal) group of rabbis and educators, 
designed to support group study and a period of 
committed personal exploration.  No prior experience 
with Judaism or Hebrew is required.  Here’s what the 
creators have to say about it: 

“Chai Mitzvah is a unique adult engagement program 
that encourages an integrated, experiential approach 
to Jewish life through five simple components. Each 
participant:  

1. Attends monthly group learning with a set 
curriculum provided by Chai Mitzvah.  

2. Chooses an independent study topic for the year.  

3. Chooses a ritual/spiritual practice to take on for the 
year.  

4. Chooses a social action activity to commit to for the 
year.  

5. Celebrates the journey!”  

In our case, we’ve chosen “A Jewish Year” as an 
overarching theme. Participants will investigate and 
experience the Jewish calendar as it occurs, separately 
or together, as interests dictate.  Our mitzvah group 
will meet on third Sundays starting in October, with 
minimal costs set to cover our fee from Chai Mitzvah 
for the materials (the more participants, the lower the 
cost, but we are setting the initial registration fee 
$18/person for the 9-month period).  The group may 
decide to engage speakers or project leaders on 
particular topics and share the cost of that additional 
enrichment.  For more information about the 
program, see www.chaimitzvah.org.  For questions 
about our group, contact sjgrodin@comcastnet. 

Dates: Monthly for 9 months, beginning Sunday,  
Oct. 16, 5:30-7pm 

Cost: $18/person 

Location: Back classsroom, main floor 

mailto:Sasha@kehillasynagogue.org
http://www.chaimitzvah.org.
mailto:sjgrodin@comcastnet.
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Adult Education (continued) 
 

Elements of Magical Judaism 
Begins Monday, October 16, 6:00pm 
with Reclaiming* Teachers  
Jude Elf & Maggid Jonathan Furst 
Join us for a six-week exploration of Earth-based 
Judaism through the elements of Earth, Air, Fire, 
Water and Spirit. Develop personal practices and 
improvisational ritual co-creation skills, blending 
modern G!ddess-oriented magic with traditional 
Jewish and ancient Hebraic spirituality.  
Dates: Mondays, October 17 - November 21, 6pm  
Cost: $240-$90 sliding scale 
Location: Sanctuary 
For More Info: contact jfurst@pobox.com or  
415-516-4904 
*Learn more about Reclaiming here: 
http://www.reclaiming.org/  
Co-sponsored by the Jewitch Collective and Derech 
Ha'Aretz Outdoor Yeshiva 
 
I Never Knew Hebrew Could Be So Much Fun 
Class 
Begins Sunday, October 23, 10:30am 
Taught by Bracha Stone 
Once again Bracha is offering her fabulous course in 
beginning Hebrew. Absolutely no previous Hebrew 
experience is required or expected. Come and find out 
why you don’t have to know very much at all in order 
to have Hebrew take on a very special place in your 
life. Bracha loves to teach this class since adults tend 
to be very compliant students and they ask such 
serious questions. Form a community of like-minded 
adults, play games, sing songs and learn, learn, learn.  
Repeaters welcomed!! 

Dates:  Sunday, Oct. 23, 30, Nov. 6, 10:30am-11:45am 
Cost:  $54 members, $66 nonmembers 
Location: Given at the time of registration. 
Call Bracha for questions or concerns. 510-703-2220. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Personalizing Our Experience With Jewish 
Liturgy 
First meeting: Sunday, October 23, 6:30pm 
A new group convened by Bracha Stone 
Designed for those who want to explore an expanded 
and creative relationship to Jewish liturgy. While there 
is no expectation of a belief in "God," this group is 
designed for those who desire to personally connect 
to "something-bigger-than-us" and/or "the-wisdom-
deep-within-us." We will witness and be witnessed as 
we explore our attraction and creative responses to 
traditional Jewish prayer practice. We will meet 
together once a month for 5 months. We will also 
participate in a weekly email conversation concerning 
our intentions, and the challenges and blessings we 
experience as we enact our them. 
Dates:  First meeting is Sunday, Oct. 23, 6:30-8:30. 
There will be a meeting at the same time in the 
evening in November, December, January and 
February. Specific dates for each month will be 
determined by October 1st.  
Cost:  $120 members, $150 nonmembers 
Location: Given at the time of registration.  
Call Bracha for questions or concerns. 510-703-2220.  

A Class in the Poetic Word 
Begins Wednesday, October 26, 7pm 
Taught by Lenore Weiss 
Come learn about several outstanding twentieth-
century American Jewish poets, including a number of 
contemporary writers. The four-session class will 
examine work by poets who express diverse 
connections to the Jewish experience.  For the first 
hour of each session, we will examine and discuss the 
poet’s work. Using writing prompts from the readings, 
during the second hour we will respond to the poetry 
in whatever written form we choose. Open to all. No 
writing experience is required. Special guest visits by 
local poets. All lovers of the word are encouraged to 
participate. Bring a notebook and pen. 
Dates: Wednesday, Oct. 26, Nov.  9,  Nov. 23, Nov. 30, 
7-9pm 
Cost: $88 members, $112 nonmembers 
Location: Fireside Room 
 

mailto:jfurst@pobox.com
http://www.reclaiming.org/
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A Community Forum on the Movement for Black Lives Platform 
[continued] 
     Part of the platform, called Invest/Divest, deals 
with connections between U.S. military spending and 
interventions abroad on the one hand, and the lack of 
funding for domestic social needs and militarization of 
U.S. police on the other hand. This part of the 
platform also addresses U.S. military support for Israel 
and the unjust treatment of Palestinians under 
Occupation, using language that some Jewish people 
and organizations have objected to strongly.   
     Our intention is to create a community forum that 
centers the Platform’s demands for racial and 

economic justice, while making space for the complex 
emotional responses that may arise for us in 
relationship to Jewish identity, racial identity and all 
the aspects of ourselves that make each of us who we 
are.  
     Please be in touch with us if you have questions or 
feedback.  
     RSVP if you can  to Sasha@kehillasynagogue.org.  
 – it will help us a lot as we plan the afternoon. 

 
 

Join the 30th Annual G.R.I.P. Harmony Walk in Richmond 
To End Hunger & Homelessness-to Benefit the Greater Richmond Interfaith Program 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     On October 29, Greater Richmond Interfaith 
Program is hosting its 30th annual Harmony Walk/Run 
to End Homelessness in Richmond. Several Kehilla 
members and members of St. John’s Church joined a 
team last year in memory of David McPhail and Judy 
Abel, GRIP activists who both died in September, 
2015.  
     That team raised over $1,000 in support of the 
Souper Center, a program operated by GRIP, which 
serves meals to homeless and needy residents and 
also runs a family shelter. David and Irene, his wife, 
both Kehilla members, and Betty Young, started a 
group now called David’s Dinner Group which 
prepares a monthly meal for families staying at the 
GRIP shelter. Several Kehilla members, people who 
had been members of an El Cerrito church where 
David had ministered, and members of St John’s 
Presbyterian Church in Berkeley, are in the dinner 
group as well. 
     David did this Walk every year through 2014. 

Kehilla members have another opportunity this year 
to remember and honor David while helping to ease 
homelessness. 
     We encourage everyone’s participation in or pledge 
of money to the team. We will have a team name and 
a team page set-up with the Harmony Walk website 
by mid-September. 
     The web address with a link to our team page & 
further details will be provided in the Kehilla weekly 
e-mails.    
     Check-in on October 29 begins at 9:00 a.m. The Run 
starts at 10:30 a.m. The Walk starts at 10:45 a.m. You 
can walk or run for as much, or as little, a distance as 
you want.  And, there will be a festival in the park 
after the walk.  
     Please consider sending a donation or joining the 
team after the team page is setup. If you have 
questions about the team, feel free to contact Sue 
Goldberg directly at suegoldberg@sbcglobal.net 

 
Pictured: Alex Madonik, Ruthie Levin, Richard Speiglman, Sue Goldberg 

 

mailto:Sasha@kehillasynagogue.org.
mailto:suegoldberg@sbcglobal.net
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An Interview with Spiritual Leader Avi Rose 
by Bill Lazarus

     More refugees are 
fleeing persecution now 
than at any time since the 
end of World War II, says 
Avi Rose, who has spent 
most of his life as a political 
and social activist, and who 
now finds himself turning 
more and more to issues of 
immigration and the flood 
of people seeking safe 
haven. With millions of 
refugees left homeless and 
nationless as the result of 
warfare in Syria and 
elsewhere, Avi sees the 

Jewish response as extending “beyond empathizing. 
“It’s identifying,” he says. “We need to see ourselves 
as coming out of Egypt.” 

     “We were strangers. We know the heart of the 
stranger,” adds Avi, who is executive director of 
Jewish Family and Community Services East Bay . That 
“central narrative” of the Jewish people is a key these 
days to the work of JFCS. About 2,000 of the 8,000 
people it annually serves are refugees and other 
immigrants. While the work of JFCS has historically 
been geared toward helping the Jewish community, it 
is not exclusively so. Avi says, “Tikkun Olam is not 
about bringing healing only to the Jewish people. It’s 
about “olam.” It’s about the world as a whole.” 

     When Avi started work at JFCS in 2005, the agency 
was already involved with helping immigrants from all 
over the world. When the surge of Jewish immigration 
from the Former Soviet Union subsided in the 1990’s, 
JFCS began to serve people from other countries, 
including Afghanistan, Bosnia, Cambodia, Iran, Iraq 
and Syria. Many of these refugees are Muslims. JFCS 
currently helps numerous families from Afghanistan, 
many of whom were subject to persecution after 
assisting Americans in the war against the Taliban. 
JFCS also has devoted itself to helping LGBT refugees 
fleeing particularly harsh oppression because of their 
sexual orientation or gender identities. 

     As a youth, Avi grew up mostly in Phoenix in a 
liberal Jewish family, largely out-of-kilter with the 

mostly right-wing community. His dad hailed from the 
Bronx, and was himself the son of immigrant parents 
who made their way to the United States from 
Lithuania. When Avi was 13, he moved with his family 
to Sacramento, and soon started spending time in the 
Bay Area. It was the late 1960s and “politics, drugs and 
rock and roll — it was all here.” 

     Avi became a political activist in high school, and 
chose to go to college at Brandeis, which was a hotbed 
of leftist politics. While he came out as a gay man in 
college, his activism was focused more on anti-war 
work and economic issues. After college, he worked 
for a period as a union steward. Avi joined other 
progressive Jews in the Boston Committee to 
Challenge Antisemitism and became, in the 1980s, 
involved in New Jewish Agenda, a national 
organization that he co-chaired, and that focused on a 
wide variety of issues, including Mid-East peace, 
feminism, disarmament, LGBT rights, oppression in 
Central America and the sanctuary movement. Avi 
also took up work battling AIDS, and co-edited Twice 
Blessed, a book about gay and lesbian Jews. 

     While Avi was aware of immigration issues, it 
wasn’t then a focus of his work and activism. That 
changed in 2005 when he started at JCFS and found it 
“powerful” to be working to help both Russian Jews 
and Afghan Muslims. “I’m really impressed by the 
resilience of most of the refugees whom we are 
helping.  They are individuals with their own quirks, 
strengths and shortcomings, and most have 
experienced significant trauma. It is a huge 
undertaking to leave your home – everyone and 
everything you know – and start your life over again in 
a new country..” 

     While, culturally, the Bay Area is “really welcoming, 
economically, this is a really hard area to come to,” Avi 
says. As a result, families crowd into small living 
quarters together, and people work two or three jobs 
to get by. 

     At seders, Avi has hosted refugees. “It’s powerful to 
be at a seder with somebody who has recently had to 
‘leave Egypt,’” he says. Avi also asks, “What is more 
Jewish than resettling refugees?” He answers himself 
in a word. “Nothing.”
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A Note on the Israel/Palestine Values Survey 
by Rabbi David J. Cooper 

 
     Last month we send out to every member 
household a survey to determine support for a 
statement of values on Israel/Palestine. One could 
indicate where one stood on a spectrum from very 
much disagreeing to strong agreement (scale of 1 to 
5). 
     As of this writing, 141 responses have been 
received. 
     99 responses are 5’s – strongly agree. (71.7%) 
     26 are 4’s – generally agree (18.8%) 
     7 are 3’s – more or less neutral (5.1%) 
     3 are 2’s – generally disagree (2.2%) 

     3 are 1’s – very much disagree (2.2%) 
     In a few days, I will be reading the many written 
comments on the proposed wording and I plan to 
print some of them in the November Kol Kehilla, with 
the permission of their authors to print with ascription 
or anonymously. 
     The decision to adopt the statement as is (or with 
grammatical changes) will be in the hands of the 
Kehilla Board. Currently the plan is that in October the 
results of the survey and representative comments 
and suggestions will be forwarded to the Board for 
their consideration and action. 

 
Chevra Kadisha Sh'mira Readings Project 

 
    Kehilla’s Chevra Kadisha is pleased to announce the 
completion of our “Sh’mira Readings Project.”  We 
now have two beautiful volumes that can be used by 
the shomrim (“watchers”) –those who sit with the 
body of a community member who has died until the 
time of burial. 
    Traditionally, shomrim read Psalms during the 
sh’mira  (“watching”).  In Kehilla we have provided 
other readings—poetry and prose from Jewish and 
non-Jewish sources as well as portions of our liturgy—
so that each shomer might deepen his or her own 
reflections on the meaning of life and death.   
     As we embarked on revising and expanding these 
additional readings, our discussions and study led us 
to taking a closer look at The Book of Psalms as well.  
We looked at many different translations and 

interpretations and selected the one for each Psalm 
that we thought invoked the values of Jewish Renewal 
movement.  
     A small group from Kehilla’s Chevra Kadisha 
traveled to Boston in June to present a workshop on 
these readings and to discuss Kehilla’s approach to 
sh’mira at the annual K’vod v Nichum (“honor and 
comfort”) conference.  More than thirty people 
attended our workshop and received our presentation 
with great enthusiasm.   
     We will formally present Kehilla’s Readings for 
Shmira and Psalms for Shmira at the Morning Service, 
Sept 17.  We invite the entire community to join in 
our simcha and to learn more about the practice of 
sh’mira.   

 

Finding Your Spiritual Direction 
 
     Spiritual direction is a process of inner listening that 
enables individuals to discern the movement of the 
Spirit in their lives, so they can come to understand 
both the spiritual dimension and the spiritual direction 
of their experience. In this sense, spiritual direction is 
a pathway to teshuvah, toward finding one’s way back 
to the Source that birthed and sustains each of us.  

     Spiritual directors have been trained to help those 
seeking the Spirit to find direction. They also help 
seekers find appropriate spiritual practices. 

     Rabbi Burt offers individual Kehilla congregants 
hour-long meetings in spiritual direction. Any Kehilla 
member is entitled to such a session once a year 
without cost. Burt usually meets with congregants at 
Kehilla on Tuesday afternoons and evenings, several 
times a month. He also sees people at his home in El 
Sobrante at other times during the week. If you are 
interested in meeting with Rabbi Burt, please contact 
him at Rabburt@earthlink.net, or by calling 
510.283.5704. 

 
 

mailto:Rabburt@earthlink.net,
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Competing Death Penalty Initiatives on November Ballot 

by Beth Weinberger 
 

     This November we'll have a chance to vote again to 
repeal California's death penalty, replacing it with Life 
Without Possibility of Parole.  Unfortunately, a 
competing measure that would attempt to change the 
appeals process to expedite executions has caused 
confusion, especially as the latter measure's title is 
misleading.  So here's an explanation of each of the 
initiatives with recommendations in keeping with 
Kehilla policy. 

 
The Justice that Works Act of 2016—Proposition #62  

 This is essentially the same as Prop. 34 on the 
2012 ballot, which Kehilla supported.  It would replace 
the death penalty with life without the possibility of 
parole.  It would: 

 End state killing and eliminate the possibility 
of executing innocent people.  Since 1973, 
156 people, convicted of murder, have been 
exonerated, 3 of them in California. 

 Keep dangerous criminals from ever being 
released. 

 Save approximately $150 million a year that 
could be put to more productive use. 

 Increase to 60% the portion of wages earned 
by persons sentenced to life without parole 
that may go to victim restitution funds. 

Recommendation:  Support Prop. 62 
 
Death Penalty Reform & Savings Act of 2016—
Proposition #66 

  Prop. 66 attempts to “reform” a  failed death 
penalty system by changing the appeals process.  It 
would remove current safeguards, limit the ability to 
present new evidence of innocence and set unrealistic 
deadlines for trials and appeals.  The changed 

procedures and new deadlines would force hiring of 
hundreds of new, inexperienced attorneys at taxpayer 
expense. If it succeeded, it would: 

 Increase the chances of wrongful convictions 
and execution of innocent people 

 Interfere with our due process and appeals 
processes, which might be found 
unconstitutional after costly and lengthy 
lawsuits. 

 Authorize the state to house death row 
inmates in new prisons. 

 Model California's system after Texas' rapid 
execution mill. 

 Move appeals from the state Supreme Court 
to local county courts, prioritizing these cases 
and the shortened timelines.  It would 
overwhelm lower courts and severely limit 
their ability to hear other types of cases or 
conduct any other court business. 

Recommendation: Oppose Prop. 66 
 
        This fall you'll have a chance to hear more about, 
question and discuss these initiatives, as well 
as a number of others at a Kehilla Ballot Initiatives 
evening, October 17.  Mark your calendars and see 
Richard Speiglman's article, also in this issue, on some 
of the other initiatives, researched and recommended 
by Oakland Community Organizations (OCO.) 
     If you want more information now about the death 
penalty initiatives; if you want to help with the 
campaigns or donate to them, go to 
www.yeson62.com or contact me at 
bethw0104@mindspring.com.  

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Not Registered to Vote?  
 

Please contact karenrachels@gmail.com 
of Kehilla’s Economic Justice Committee 
She will help you get registered before 

the November election 

http://www.yeson62.com
mailto:bethw0104@mindspring.com.
mailto:karenrachels@gmail.com
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Community Discussion of Ballot Propositions and Local Measures 
by Richard Speiglman 

 
Monday, October 17, 7-9pm 

Kehilla Social Hall 
Sponsored by  

Kehilla Economic Justice Committee, Greening Committee and Anti-Death Penalty Action Group 

Bring yourself, your friends and your family, your questions and your answers 

     When I was a kid in Des Moines, reform Rabbi 
Edward Zerin (Temple B’nai Jeshurun) used to implore 
youth – perhaps it was at our B’nai Mitzvot – to be 
“informed, participating Jews.”  I may have taken this 
to be the 11th Commandment, and I think the 
instruction was responsible for my 50-something years 
of reading at least the local, state, and national news 
sections of the daily newspaper.  Sometime later, a 
sociology professor suggested that the important 
news appears in the business section.  We won’t get 
into the question of sports news. 

     I never fully understood the Jews part of the 
obligation.  But nevertheless I’m pretty sure the 
informed/participating charge includes voting and, to 
the extent possible, understanding the implications of 
your vote prior to casting it. 

     In their length, California ballots present a serious 
challenge.  We need each other’s help to become well-
informed prior to voting.  Instead of sitting home 
alone the night before the election frantically trying to 
decide how to vote on propositions and local 
measures, on the evening of October 17th please join 
other community members to discuss ballot 
measures. 

 Bring your sample ballot (and your mail-in or 
absentee ballot if you have one) 

 Join discussion of some of the most important 
state and local ballot measures (if only we had 
time to tend to all of them!) 

 Written materials on all the state propositions 
and some local measures will be available, 
including recommendations from Kehilla, 
Oakland Community Organizations (OCO), and 
other organizations 

 Kehilla members and others actively engaged 
in working on some of the measures will offer 
brief presentations 

 
See the next page for OCO's recommendations on 

several state, county, and City of Oakland issues.  
We’ll have expanded endorsement information by 
October 17th.   

 
Please forward information on other measures, or 

for other localities, to Richard or Beth: 

rspeiglman@sbcglobal.net  

bethw0104@mindspring.com   

Or bring the information with you on October 17th.   

If possible, RSVP to Beth or Richard (see their 
contact information above.) 

mailto:rspeiglman@sbcglobal.net
mailto:bethw0104@mindspring.com
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Oakland Community Organizations 

Recommendations on CA, Alameda County, and City of Oakland issues 

Number Title or focus Content OCO 
endorsement 

State Propositions 

55 Tax extension 
Extends the temporary personal income tax on 
incomes over $250,000 to fund education and 

health care (Prop 30 extension) 
Support 

56 Tobacco tax Increases the cigarette tax to $2 / pack Support 

 57 Public Safety & 
Rehabilitation Act 

Increases parole chances for felons convicted of 
non-violent crimes and provides more 

opportunities to earn credits for good behavior 
Support 

 62 Death penalty Repeals the death penalty in CA Support* 

64 Adult Use of Marijuana Act 
Legalizes adults’ growing, possessing, and using 

marijuana for nonmedical purposes, with certain 
restrictions; establishes regulatory system for 

legal market.  

Neutral 

Alameda County Measures 

A Affordable Housing bond 
(property tax) 

Funding for a variety of approaches to promote 
affordable housing  Support 

Oakland City and School District Measures  

JJ Protect Oakland Renters 
Act  

Strengthen tenants’ rights by requiring owners to 
petition through the Rent Board for rent increases 

above annual CPI, extending just cause eviction 
protections to buildings built through 1995, and 

increasing Rent Board transparency and 
accountability 

Support 

LL 
Form civilian oversight 
commission of police 

department 
Promotes civilian oversight of police department Support 

KK 
Infrastructure 

improvements bond 
(property tax) 

Funding for a variety of improvements to streets, 
sidewalks, public buildings, and some funds for 

affordable housing 
Neutral  

HH Tax distributors of sugar-
sweetened beverages 

Promotes public health by raising price of sugar-
sweetened beverages Support 

G1 Oakland Unified School 
District  bond (parcel tax) 

Funds educator salary increases and middle 
school improvements (as of last draft seen) No vote (yet) 

* Kehilla recommends a yes vote on Prop. 62 and a no vote on Prop 66 (which would speed-up 
executions).  See accompanying article, “Competing Death Penalty Initiatives on November Ballot" on 
p. 17. 
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Seeking Shelter in the Days of Awe:  
 Immigrants and Refugees, Longing and Home 
[continued from p. 1] 
 
You can read a more complete description of our 
theme below.  Throughout the High Holy Days season 
and beyond, we’ll be integrating the spiritual practices 
of this time with ways to learn about and respond to 
the crises of migration that are shaking our world.  
During High Holy Days services we’ll hear from some 
of the folks in our community about their experiences 
with immigrants and refugees.  We’ll also have 
resources available during services about how to 
connect with local groups and join in efforts to 
respond.   
    And in the months following the High Holy Days, 
we’ll host a series of four community workshops, 
featuring congregants working to support immigrants 
and refugees.  The workshop topics are: Considering 
Offering Housing to a Refugee; Being Part of an 
Accompaniment Team for an Immigrant Family or 
Unaccompanied Minor; Immigration Policy, Advocacy 
and Intersectionality with Economic and Racial Justice 
Issues; and Kehilla as Sanctuary/Refuge for 
Immigrants.  
    May our practice during this season help each of us 
grow toward greater wholeness, joy, compassion and 
justice. 
    Our Theme for 5777:  Immigrants and Refugees, 
Longing and Home  
    A river goes out from the first place that was home, 
to water the garden, and from there it divides and 
becomes four headwaters. (Bereshit 2:10) 
    In the beginning all was one, undifferentiated and 
whole.  To come into the joy of embodied life is also to 
come into separateness.  And to be separate is to long 
for reconnection, to yearn for wholeness and for 
home.  The Yamim Nora’im (High Holy Days) point us 

in the direction of home, and outfit us for the promise 
and uncertainty of the journey.  We soften our hearts 
and open lines of communication with people we’ve 
hurt and who have hurt us.  We practice 
accountability, forgiveness, compassion and 
generosity.  We touch those who are dear to us with 
an extra measure of tenderness and gratitude. 
    This year we set out on this path in a world of 
growing displacement and migration. People forced 
from their homes by war, violence, poverty, drought, 
gentrification, and a swiftly changing climate are 
fighting for survival and searching for a refuge where 
they and their families can be safe.  Some in Kehilla 
are personally impacted, and many in our community 
are stepping up to help--by working to end structural 
violence, by challenging the economics underlying 
displacement, by offering loving personal support to 
immigrants and refugees, by fighting for policies that 
welcome immigrants and refugees, and by joining the 
struggle against deportation, targeting and 
discrimination against people who are undocumented.  
    As a community this year we will enter the inner 
landscape of exile and return.  We’ll encounter the 
stranger who dwells within us, and the stranger who 
dwells among us.  Together we will turn toward this 
tidal wave of displacement, expanding our capacity to 
welcome and support the growing number of 
immigrants and refugees in our midst.  As Torah 
teaches (Lev. 19:33-34), When a stranger resides with 
you in your land, you shall not wrong them.  The 
stranger who resides with you shall be to you as one of 
your citizens; you shall love them as yourself, for you 
were strangers in the land of Mitzrayim. 
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Coming Soon: Pronoun Stickers for Your Nametag 
by Hazzan Shulamit Wise Fairman, Lynn Bravewomon and Rabbi Dev Noily 

  
   As Davey Shlasko writes in the 
Trans*Ally Workbook, 
    “Most of the time, most people 
are on autopilot about pronouns. 
They call all women she, her and 
hers, and all men he, him and his. 
But being on autopilot doesn’t 
always work. Sometimes—
especially, but not only, when 
talking about trans* people—it can 
lead you to call someone a pronoun 
that isn’t what they’re usually 
called or what they want to be 
called.”  
     We are continuing to make 
Kehilla a more welcoming and 
inclusive space for all of our 
members.  All of us appreciate it 
when other people see us as who 
we are.  For  trans* people 
pronouns can be a constant source 
of being seen and affirmed when preferred pronouns 
are used by others; conversely the absence of 
accurate pronouns denies a critical piece of 
recognition and affirmation of identity. 
     Kehilla’s intention to build gender pronoun 
language in our community culture is part of gender-

inclusion efforts that reverse the 
invisibility caused when the wrong 
pronouns are used. 
     As a community of spiritual practice, 
it feels especially important that Kehilla 
be a place where everyone can be seen 
and affirmed in all of who we are.  So 
soon you’ll see a set of pronoun 
stickers next to our nametags. 
 Everyone has the option to add a 
pronoun sticker to your nametag, to let 
others know which pronouns you use.  
By using a sticker, cisgender people can 
support others in our community for 
whom “pronoun autopilot” doesn’t 
work well. 
     Whatever our gender identity, all of 
us have some experiences of resonance 
with the gender we were raised in, and 
some experiences of dissonance with 
the gender we were raised in.  We can 

all lean into those experiences to cultivate our 
compassion for ourselves and each other as we 
navigate this complex and shifting terrain of gender 
identity. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
    

    

A vocabulary moment: 

trans* refers to people whose 
gender identity is different from 

the gender identity they were 
assigned at birth, including 

people who are transgender, 
genderqueer, gender-

nonconforming, gender non-
binary, gender fluid, gender 

fabulous people. 

Cisgender refers to people 
whose gender identity is, for the 

most part, aligned with the 
gender they were assigned at 
birth and in which they were 

socialized. 

Kehilla Sings! 

 
         Interested in being part of a Kehilla Choir this Fall 
and Winter? We may offer this opportunity through 
our Adult Ed program with Bon Singer, a veteran 
cantor and synagogue choir director who has also 
directed Ya'Elah and Kitka.  
     PLEASE click on the following link and fill out a short 
questionnaire by Aug 28 to help us discern whether 
and how to move forward, and pass it on to your 
friends! 

 https://goo.gl/forms/Vd6jFONpn4IphBrK2 

https://goo.gl/forms/Vd6jFONpn4IphBrK2
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The Annual Kehilla Membership Retreat:  
Toward Further Improvements in Accessibility  

by Marilyn Golden & Don Stone 

In our debrief after another successful annual retreat, Kehilla’s Retreat Committee discussed how to achieve further 
improvements in the accessibility of the retreat to all members. Below is a report.  It addresses all dimensions of 
accessibility including affordability, access to the location, planning issues, and mobility access.  
 

Addressing Accessibility  at the Annual Kehilla Summer Retreat

     In the Retreat Committee’s debriefing of this year’s 
retreat, one focus of discussion has been about the 
accessibility challenges of Bort Meadow. There are 
various kinds of accessibility needs, including   
affordability, location, registration constraints, and 
physical mobility, all which contribute to the retreat 
location and experience being attractive and 
welcoming. 
     Affordability. We’ve had many comments that our 
past weekend retreats at retreat centers were out of 
the price range of many individuals and especially 
families—even with elective camping such as at Walker 
Creek Ranch.  
    Location issues: We have had requests for a location 
that is easy to get to on a Friday afternoon for people 
who want to camp the first night—and also for people 
who want make a round trip on Saturday. At Bort 
Meadow and at Walker Ranch, there is lack of cell 
phone reception. This can limit some members’ 
capacity to take part. Sometimes at Bort, there have 
been difficulties getting in and out of the locked gate 
when no one was on duty Friday.  
     Planning flexibility.  We need a site that is big 
enough that it does not require us to commit to a 
certain attendance well in advance. It helps to have 
flexibility that allows for final week commitment to 
attending, or even the day-of. Camping or easy 
commuting helps last minute planning and increases 
the numbers attending—about 25-30% of participants 
sign up or show up the last week. 
     Physical mobility. Challenges come with bumpiness 
or steepness of the terrain, any steps (none at Bort 
Meadow), accessibility to bathrooms (new Bort 
Meadow bathrooms are wheelchair accessible, though 
far from activities), parking availability, drop-off option 
for those needing it, and distance between the 
different stations—food, service, bathrooms, drop-off 
spot. We have had requests from people with mobility 
needs to have more accommodations so that they can 
attend either Bort Meadow, or another site.  
     Given these parameters, we are proceeding in the 
following manner: 

      *Reserve Bort Meadow for a weekend in July 2017 
(already have requested 7/14-16/2017, will hear back 
in late October if we got it). 
     *Tell anyone interested that we welcome their 
research on an alternative site that takes into account 
the factors mentioned above (our deposit for Bort 
Meadow, assuming we get our request, will be small 
enough to forfeit if we find a better site). 
     *Be proactive in responding to accessibility needs. 
Build into the reservation process a way to 
communicate specific needs and figure out best 
practices to meet them. For instance, the registration 
form/website will have a contact person for 
accessibility needs when we start to advertise next 
year’s retreat—Marilyn Golden may be filling this 
function. So coming up with solutions to specific needs 
can be creatively addressed well in advance. 
     Several congregants have already volunteered to 
assist with accessibility issues, including suggesting 
other sites/centers and being available to accompany 
individuals needing assistance to navigate at Bort 
Meadow, which is largely relatively flat, though the 
ground has a bumpy, uneven surface. 
     *Research alternative means of conveyance to 
transport individuals from point to point at the Bort 
Meadow site, possibly in ways that make use of the 
assistance from a volunteer. This research has already 
begun, with an initial finding that vehicles like golf carts 
are probably too expensive to own, rent, or transport 
from rental locations. Kehilla may have access to one 
or more ordinary wheelchairs that can be used. Or, all 
terrain wheelchairs may be one possibility. There may 
be other ways to deal with the bumpy terrain between 
the car turn-around and the dining tables that are not 
dependent upon volunteer assistance, and allow for 
more independent movement. 
     *Other concerns, suggestions, or ideas, regarding 
Kehilla Retreat accessibility issues or how to address 
them? Want to volunteer your assistance? 
     Contact either Marilyn Golden 
at mgolden@dredf.org, or Don Stone 
at donstone1@aol.com or 510-703-0073. 

mailto:mgolden@dredf.org,
mailto:donstone1@aol.com
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On the Origins of Kehilla: 
Social Justice 

                                                     by Rabbi Burt Jacobson 
Note: This is the fifth of a series of 
personal essays on the beginnings of 
Kehilla. Each article shares the 
origins of one or more of the ideals 
and/or values that motivated me to 
start Kehilla. The essays are adapted 

from the manuscript of the book I am in the process of 
completing, tentatively titled There is Only One Love: 
The Ba’al Shem Tov in the Modern World. 
     My passion for social justice came from my mother, 
Gert Jacobson. As the chairwoman of the Anti-
Defamation League in Cleveland during World War II, 
she tried to awaken the Jewish community to the Nazi 
atrocities in Europe. When our family moved to Texas 
in 1947, Gert became the chairwoman of the Anti-
Defamation League in San Antonio. In that capacity she 
worked with teachers in the public schools, instructing 
them on how to promote racial, ethnic and religious 
tolerance in their classrooms.  
     My mother’s commitment to social justice stemmed 
from her father, Ruby Goldberg. My grandfather, who 
was born in Romania, was a women’s tailor. A secular 
Yiddish-speaking Jew, he was strongly drawn to 
socialism. He became a negotiator for the International 
Ladies’ Garment Workers Union in New York. My 
mother remembered him coming home from the 
negotiations, infuriated by the tightfisted attitudes of 
the factory owners. He would go to the kitchen, pick up 
a carving knife and bang it repeatedly on the counter. 
“Those G… d…. bosses, those G… d…. bosses, they 
won’t give us a nickel! They won’t give us a nickel! 
      I did not hear that story until I was an adult, but I 
learned about the biblical prophets as a young student 
in the religious school of Temple Beth El in San 
Antonio. I came to admire the commitment of the 
Reform movement to social justice. 
       Yet, I did not study the words of the biblical 
prophets until I entered rabbinical school. In 1961, as a 
second-year student at the Jewish Theological 
Seminary, I took a seminar with Abraham Joshua 
Heschel on the prophets. By this time, Heschel was well 
on his way to becoming the most well-known Jewish 
religious thinker in the United States.  
       Heschel had completed his dissertation on the 
prophets in the late 1930s in Germany, just as the Nazi 
regime had come into power. In the late 1950s he 
decided to rewrite the book in English. The members of 

our seminar were privileged to read the galley proofs 
of The Prophets with him.  
    In the book’s introduction, Heschel wrote: 
     The things that horrified the prophets are even now 
daily occurrences all over the world. There is no society 
to which Amos’ words would not apply. 

Listen to this, you merchants who crush the 
poor,and trample on the needy! You who are 
thinking,“When will this New Moon festival  
finally be over so that we can sell our grain, and 
this Sabbath day, so we can market our wheat? 
Then we will tamper with the scales, making the 
bushel-measure smaller and the shekel-weight 
bigger. And then we can make slaves of the 
poor, buying them for their debt of a piece of 
silver or a pair of sandals, and we will even get 
paid for moldy wheat.”YHWH, the Pride of Israel, 
has sworn: ‘’I will never forget what you have 
done!’  Amos 8:4-7 

      Indeed, [Heschel continued] the sort of crimes and 
even the amount delinquency that fill the prophets of 
Israel with dismay do not go beyond that which we 
regard as normal, as typical ingredients of social 
dynamics. To us, a single act of injustice—cheating in 
business, exploitation of the poor—is slight; to the 
prophets, a disaster. To us injustice is injurious to the 
welfare of the people; to the prophets, it is a 
deathblow to existence; to us, an episode; to them, a 
catastrophe, a threat to the world.  
     Heschel’s prose was incandescent. I found his ability 
to enter the consciousness of the prophets utterly 
remarkable. As a result, the voices of the prophets 
have both stirred and haunted me throughout my life. 
     In the following years I found myself especially 
drawn to Amos, the first of the literary prophets, who 
focused almost exclusively on the necessity for social 
justice. Amos seemed totally relevant to the political 
climate of the late 1960s. Indeed, the Reverend Martin 
Luther King, Jr., who became Heschel’s friend and 
colleague, often cited Amos’ words. The day before he 
was assassinated in 1968, King delivered a speech in 
support of the striking sanitation workers in Memphis, 
in which he said:    

"Somehow the preacher must have a kind of fire 
shut up in his bones. And whenever injustice is 
around he must tell it. Somehow the preacher must  
[continued on next page] 
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On the Origins of Kehilla (continued) 
 
be an Amos, who said, “When God speaks, who can 
but prophesy?” Again with Amos, “Let justice roll 
down like waters and righteousness like a mighty 
stream.”  

       In the late 1960s I taught classes about Amos and 
his message to both high school students and adults. I 
emphasized the prophet’s fiery denunciations of 
corruption, wealth, luxury, perversion of justice and 
superficial religion.  

       As I thought about starting a synagogue in the early 
1980s, the fierce voice of Amos called out to me. I felt 
that this radical prophet of justice simply had to be 
given a platform in a city like Berkeley, which had been 
strongly identified with rapid social change, civic 
unrest, and political upheaval in the 1960s and ‘70s. 
The political Left was still robust and there were 
moral/political issues— the Israel-Palestine conflict, 
nuclear weapons, central American refugees—that 
cried out to be dealt with from a prophetic religious 
perspective. 

 
Thank you for Your Generosity 

 

Bar/Bat Mitvah Program 
Susan Coto McKenna and Rafael Coto 

General Fund 
Jane Weisbin and Charles Reilly 

Nueva Esperanza Accompaniment Teams (NEAT) 
Hope Friedman 
Irene McPhail 

Carolyn Schour 
Herbert Salomon and Marcia Liberson 

Simone Masson 
Lisa Rothman 
Ralph Silber 

Sandy Vaughn 
And members of Kehilla's three Accompaniment Teams 

Rabbi's Discretionary Fund 
David Levine and Laurel Zien

All Congregants Deserve A Safe Home 

If you or anyone in your home is experiencing: 
     >Child abuse  
     >Elder abuse  
     >Dependent adult abuse  
     >Teen dating violence 
     >Intimate partner violence (domestic violence) 
    The Kehilla Committee Against Abuse (CAA), working along side the Spiritual Life Practices Committee (SLPC), is 
here to help you become or remain safe.   If you are experiencing any kind of abuse, please call: Steven Falk, long-
time Kehilla member, at (510) 708-0517; Julie Patrusky, experienced domestic violence counselor and long-time 
Kehilla member, at (510) 528-0299; or Rabbi David at (510) 547-2424 x103.   Call the Shalom Bayit (Peace in the 
Home) helpline for counseling and advocacy for teen dating violence and domestic violence issues at: (866) SHALOM-
7 (742-5667) toll-free within the Bay Area or (510) 451-7233 (SAFE) outside the Bay Area.



 24 

 
 

 

 

 

 

September 2016 
Fri., Sept. 2, NO Kabbalat Shabbat service tonight. 
Please join us on Friday night, Sept 16.  

Sat., Sept 3, 10:30am, Elul Shabbat Service on the 
Marina – Rosh Chodesh. Yes, it is one month to go to 
Rosh Hashanah and at this special outdoor service on 
the Marina we will celebrate the New Moon of Elul 
which includes Hallel, the musical holiday celebration 
prayers, led by Beth Dickinson. Discussion led by Rabbi 
David on our High Holy Day theme on our how our 
work on immigration and refugees connects to our 
Jewish path. Check the website for location. Bring a 
chair with you and prepare to dress warmly. Kiddush to 
follow.  Please bring vegetarian finger foods to share, if 
you are able.  

Tues., Sept. 6, 7:30pm. Middle East Peace Committee 
Meeting. Back classroom. 

Wed., Sept. 7, 7:50am Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room. (Enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview.)  Doors open at 7:50 a.m., 
short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30, 
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. 

Wed., Sept. 7, 6:30pm  Spiritual Life Practices 
Committee Meeting.  Fireside Room. 

Thurs., Sept. 8, 4-6pm. Kehilla School. Please enter 
through the kitchen door. 

Thurs., Sept. 8, 6:30pm. "700 Benches: 
Experiencing Biblical Hebrew." Taught by Jenna Kemp 
First class of the series.. (See details on p. 10)  

Fri., Sept. 9, 6:30pm, Friday Night Peace Walk with 
Rabbi David and OCO. This is an easy opportunity to 
really be part of the movement for peace in our own 
community led by Oakland Community Organizations’ 
Ceasefire campaign. Rabbi David has affirmed to OCO 
that we will try to have at least ten Kehilla folk join him 
at these walks for community peace.. The campaign is 
many-sided, including the training and mobilization of 
neighborhood peace interveners, the retraining of 
police, and a weekly peace walk with local 
congregations to support a “culture of peace and 
healing” in neighborhoods at risk. Rabbi David reports 
that he has done this about 10 times and it is an 

especially nice way to meet people from across the 
spectrum of Oakland communities.Meet inside First 
Mt. Sinai Church, 1970 86th Ave. For info, call 510-606-
5064.    

Sat., Sept. 10, 10am. Chai Elul Shabbat and New 
Member Welcome. Join our “Bima Team” for a 
spirited, musical service as we immerse in the month of 
Elul and prepare for the High Holy Days. Our newest 
members will receive a special honor during the Torah 
service, and we’ll kick off the morning with Ketzev 
Kehilla, our prayerful percussion orchestra. Come one, 
come all! Children most welcome! Vegetarian potluck 
luncheon to follow. Please bring a vegetarian dish to 
share.  Kiddush also sponsored by Ruth Goldstone & 
James Eder in honor of Ruth's mother Merle S. 
Goldstone's yartzheit. 

Mon., Sept. 12, 7pm. Book Discussion Group. We will 
discuss The Fixer by Bernard Malamud. Fireside Room. 
(See p. 8 for details.) 

Mon., Sept. 12, 7:30pm. Conversion Group. Buber 
Room. (See p. 10 for details.) 

Tues., Sept. 13, 7pm. Generosity Committee meeting. 
Fireside Room. 

Wed., Sept. 14, 7:50am Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room. (Enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview.)  Doors open at 7:50 a.m., 
short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30, 
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. 

Thurs., Sept. 15, 4-6pm. Kehilla School. Please enter 
through the kitchen door. 

Thurs., Sept. 15, 6:30pm. "700 Benches: 
Experiencing Biblical Hebrew." Taught by Jenna Kemp. 
(See details on p. 10.)  

Fri., Sept. 16, 5:30-7:30pm Solar Lights for Gaza 
Fundraiser and Pre-Shabbat Potluck: This is a special 
pre-Shabbat Service gathering and potluck meal 
organized by Kehilla’s Greening Committee and Middle 
East Peace Committee. The purpose is to raise 
tzedakah for Rebuilding Alliance’s project to provide 
solar lights for the residents of Gaza where electricity is 

Kehilla Community Synagogue 
1300 Grand Avenue (at Fairview) 

Piedmont, CA  94610 
(510) 547-2424 

Please come fragrance-free to all Kehilla events, 
for the health of people with respiratory conditions 

and chemical sensitivities. 
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often available for only four or five hours in a day. This 
is especially needed by children who would otherwise 
study at night by hazardous candle or kerosene light. 
(See article p. 8 .) Guest speaker: Donna Baranski-
Walker, founder of Rebuilding Alliance. We will have a 
Potluck Dinner in the Social Hall starting at 5:30.  Please 
bring a vegetarian or fish dish to share.  

Fri., Sept. 16, 7:30pm, Kabbalat Shabbat with Hazzan 
Shulamit, Julie Nesnansky, and Beth Dickinson. Join us 
for a soulful and spirited musical evening to welcome in 
the joy and peace of Shabbat.  Kiddush to follow. 
Please bring veggie finger foods to share! 

Sat., Sept. 17, 10:30am, Elul Shabbat Service with our 
Chevra Kadisha, at Kehilla led by Rabbi David, Hazzan 
Shulamit, and Julie Nesnansky. Celebrating the 
completion of our “Sh’mira Readings Project.” Sh’mira 
is the ritual of staying with the body of the deceased in 
the period preceding the funeral during which the 
shomer (“guardian”) traditionally reads from the book 
of psalms. For our members when they do Sh’mira, 
Kehilla’s Chevra Kadisha has assembled readings from 
innovative and interpretive translations of the psalms 
some of which we will read at this service. We will have 
a short Torah reading that morning with one aliyah. 
Deuteronomy 22:6-12. If you want to chant this, email 
Rabbi David.  In the Fireside Room. Kiddush sponsored 
by the Chevra Kadisha. 

Sat., Sept. 17, 3:30-6:30pm. Kehilla High Holy Days Art 
Reception. Fireside Room and throughout the building. 
(See announcement, p.4 for details.) 

Sun., Sept. 18, 3:30-7pm. A Community Forum on the 
Movement for Black Lives Platform Study & 
Conversation. With Kehilla leaders, staff, and 
members.  (See article, p. 9 for details.) Buber Room. 

Sun., Sept. 18, 1- 3 pm, “We Are the Bridge” Exhibit 
Reception at Osher Marin JCC in San Rafael. Sponsored 
by the Faith Trio (Kehilla, Islamic Cultural Center, 
Montclair Presbyterian). Includes at least two artists 
who are Kehilla members, Lea Delson and Susan 
Freundlich. 200 North San Pedro Rd. San Rafael 94903. 

Sun., Sept. 18, 2pm.  Yoga for Renewal. Rooted in 
Jewish Mystical Teachings. With Julie Emden of Jewish 
LearningWorks.  Co-sponsored by Kehilla.  4th Street 
Yoga, 1809C 4th Street, Berkeley, CA 94710. $25 Public 
/$20 members of co-sponsoring organizations. 
Register: tinyurl.com/yoga918.  

Sun., Sept. 18, 4pm. "Drumming As Prayer" class with 
Debbie Fier. Fireside Room. (See p. _ for details.) 

Wed., Sept. 21, 7:50am Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room (Enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview)  Doors open at 7:50 a.m., 

short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30, 
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. 

Wed., Sept. 21, 7pm. "Drumming As Prayer" class with 
Debbie Fier. Fireside Room. (See p. 11 for details.) 

Thurs., Sept. 22, 4-6pm. Kehilla School. Please enter 
through the kitchen door. 

Thurs., Sept. 22, 6:30pm. "700 Benches: 
Experiencing Biblical Hebrew." Taught by Jenna Kemp. 
Back classroom, main floor. (See details on p. 10.)  

Fri., Sept. 23,  6:-9:00 Bar/Bat Mitzvah Shabbat 
Celebration: This evening is for all Bar Bat Mitzvah 
family members and is a required part of the BBM 
Program. Come to the synagogue to welcome in the 
new school year and the New Year with a festive 
Shabbat evening. We will begin with a short table 
service followed by a vegetarian potluck.   Fireside 
Room & Sanctuary. 

Fri., Sept. 23,  6:30pm Tot Shabbat.  For babies and 
children up to 5 years old (or older if they enjoy it) and 
their grown-ups. Led by Jen Miriam Kantor, Alon 
Altman and Jen’s puppet friends. Please bring a 
vegetarian potluck dish.  Social Hall. Childcare will be 
provided upon request. 

Sat., Sept. 24, No Shabbat Morning service – Join us 
tonight for Pre-Holy Days Ingathering. 

Sat., Sept. 24. The Bird of Many Colors: A Pre-Holy 
Days Ingathering: 7:15pm schmooze with 
refreshments in the Social Hall, program begins at 8pm.  
Gather with us one week before Rosh Hashanah, as we 
turn together toward the Days of Awe. This year, rather 
than observing Selichot with a service, all are welcome 
to an evening of community, music, stories, meditation 
and reflection.  Join us in the social hall for a little nosh 
and socializing, followed by a program led by the 
Kehilla spiritual leadership and musical prayer leaders, 
as we focus our awareness and maybe set some 
intention for our experience of the holy days.   If you 
are new to Kehilla, or to Kehilla’s observance of the 
High Holydays, this evening is a lovely way to begin the 
experience.  If you’re accustomed to the Selichot 
services of the last few years, you’ll find a similar 
opportunity in this program for settling into intention 
and reflection. 

Sun., Sept. 25, 8:15am-4pm, ROPES course for Bar/Bat 
Mitzvah Students. Students will carpool together to 
the spectacular Fort Miley for a day of fun, adventure 
and an exploration of team building activities. BBM 
families will receive more information about this in the 
mail. 
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Sun., Sept. 25, 1:15-3:30 pm. Interfaith Environmental 
Activity with the Faith Trio (Kehilla, Islamic Cultural 
Center, Montclair Presbyterian). This interfaith activity 
involves removing non-native plants in Joaquin Miller 
Park. Four more volunteers from Kehilla are still 
needed. To volunteer, call Lea Delson 510-528-6725. 

Sun., Sept. 25, 9am. Joyfully Jewish for 
Kindergarteners. Back classroom, main floor. 

Sun., Sept. 25, 5pm. "Mrs. Reiff and the Counterfeit 
Shop," a staged play reading by Stephanie Anne 
Johnson. Sponsored by Kehilla. A touching portrait of 
the friendship between a Black teenager and a 
Holocaust survivor in the 1960s.(See details, p. 6.) 

Tues., Sept. 27, 6:45pm. (Dinner at 6:15)  Board of 
Trustees Meeting. All are welcome. Fireside  Room. 

Wed., Sept. 28, 7:50am Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room. (Enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview.)  Doors open at 7:50 a.m., 
short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30, 
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. 

Thurs., Sept. 29, 4-6pm. Kehilla School. Please enter 
through the kitchen door. 

Thurs., Sept. 29, 6:30pm. "700 Benches: 
Experiencing Biblical Hebrew." Taught by Jenna Kemp. 
Back classroom, main floor. (See details on p. 10.)  

Fri., Sept. 30.  No Services. 
 

October 2016 
Sat., Oct. 1, 10:30am, Elul Shabbat Service at Kehilla 
with Sharon Grodin and Julie Nesnanksy, a smaller 
service in the Fireside Room, with music and reflection.   
  
Sun., Oct. 2, 6:30pm, Erev Rosh Hashanah services at 
Scottish Rite Center, 1547 Lakeside Drive, Oakland.  For 
both adults and children, start at 6:30pm. Sermon by 
Rabbi Dev.  
 
Mon., Oct. 3. Rosh Hashanah services. SERVICES WILL 
END before 12:45! at Scottish Rite Center, 1547 
Lakeside Drive, Oakland. Our leaders are determined to 
conclude the service  in time for tashlich and lunch at a 
reasonable hour. 
8:30 – 9:15am. Silent Meditation Space - 3rd Floor 
9:30am – 12:40pm. Main Rosh Hashanah Morning 
Service, beginning with Ketzev Kehilla with Kehilla’s 
Spiritual Leaders, Hazzan Shulamit and our Musical 
Prayer Leaders 
10:00 – 11:15am. Family and Youth Service with Rabbi 
Dev Noily, Sandra Razieli, Natalie Boskin, and Musical 

Prayer Leader Beth Dickinson and surprise guests! 
Children, teens and adults welcome. 

10:15 - 11:15am. Rosh Hashanah Toddler Services with 
Jen Miriam and Alon Altman. Geared towards babies, 
tots, and kids up to 5 years olds and their grown ups or 
families. 
12:45-12:55pm, Tashlich at Lake Merritt (across the 
street from services) with Rabbi David. 

 Tues., Oct. 4, 9:30am-12:30pm, Second Day Rosh 
Hashanah Services at Kehilla, 1300 Grand Avenue, 
Piedmont, with Rabbi Chaya Gusfield and Eve Decker. 
Kehilla Sanctuary. Receive the replenishment of 
contemplative song, story, and silence. Rabbi Chaya 
Gusfield and Buddhist teacher and musician Eve Decker 
use the beautiful complement of Jewish and Buddhist 
teachings, music, and spiritual practices to delve deeply 
into the essence of this holy day. A more intimate 
service for the second day. 

Wed., Oct. 5, 7:50am Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room. (Enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview.)  Doors open at 7:50 a.m., 
short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30, 
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. 

Wed., Oct. 5, 6:30pm. Spiritual Life Practices 
Committee meeting. Fireside Room. 

Wed., Oct. 5, 7:30pm. Middle East Peace Committee 
Meeting. Fireside Room. 

Thurs., Oct. 6. No Kehilla School. 

Fri., Oct. 7, 7:30pm. NO Kabbalat Shabbat services. 
Please join us for Shabbat Shuva on Saturday morning, 
Oct 8. Our next Kabbalat Shabbat service with Hazzan 
Shulamit will be on November 4.   

Sat., Oct. 8, 10:30am. Shabbat Shuva Service at 
Kehilla.  Join Howard Hamburger and Julie Nesnansky 
for the special Shabbat service situated within the Ten 
Days of Awe. We take the themes of the High Holydays 
and we explore them in the context of Shabbat in a 
smaller service context. Kiddush sponsored by Beth 
Weinberger in memory of her mother, Frieda 
Weinberger, and by Amy Bat Tzipora in memory of her 
beloved Bubbies, Zaydies, mother and father. 

Mon., Oct. 10, 7pm.  Book Discussion Group.  We will 
discuss Mystics of Mile End by Sigal Samuel. Fireside 
Room. 

Tues., Oct. 11, 6:30pm. Kol Nidre Service (for grown 
ups) at Scottish Rite Center, 1547 Lakeside Drive, 
Oakland. Judaism’s most cherished prayer sung once a 
year, Kol Nidre, kicks off a day of collective 
introspection. Sermon by Rabbi David. 
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 Tues., Oct. 11, 6:30pm. Family Kol Nidre Service (for 
children and family) at Kehilla, 1300 Grand Avenue, 
Piedmont Led by Rabbi Dev Noily & Lior Ben-Hur.  
Geared toward children ages 6-12.  Children of all ages 
and adults welcome. 

Tues., Oct. 11, 6:30pm, Toddler Kol Nidre Service (for 
babies and tots) at Kehilla, 1300 Grand Avenue, 
Piedmont Led by Jen Miriam and Alon Altman.  A 
musical, spiritual journey geared toward kids up to 5 
years old and their grown ups.  

Wed., Oct. 12. Yom Kippur Morning Services 
at Scottish Rite Center, 1547 Lakeside Drive, Oakland 
8:30am- 9:15am, Silent Meditation Space 
9:30am,  Main Yom Kippur Morning Service 
10:00am- 11:00am, Youth Services  (6th - 8th grades) 

 Wed., Oct. 12. Yom Kippur Afternoon/Evening 
Services & Activities at Kehilla, 1300 Grand Avenue, 
Piedmont 
2:00- 4:30pm Drop off potluck offerings at Kehilla (or 
bring them at 7:45pm) 
2:30-3:30 pm Workshops 
4:30 pm Yizkor (Remembrance of those who died) 
5:15 pm Rabbi Burt sermon, Healing Service & 
Dukhanen (Priestly blessings) 
6:30 pm Ne’ila (Closing the Gates) 
8:00pm-9:30pm Community Pot Luck Break-Fast at 
Kehilla. Please bring a vegetarian main dish to share. 
Food can be dropped off at Kehilla between 2:00 & 
4:30 p.m., or at 7:45 p.m. 

Thurs., Oct. 13. No Kehilla School. 

Fri., Oct. 14, 6:30pm, Friday Night Peace Walk with 
OCO. Usually Rabbi David is on these walks but may be 
out of town this weekend. But Kehilla people have 
been coming, so it would be great to continue to have 
our shul’s participation in David’s absence. This is an 
easy opportunity to really be part of the movement for 
peace in our own community led by Oakland 
Community Organizations’ Ceasefire campaign. The 
campaign is many-sided including the training and 
mobilization of neighborhood peace interveners, the 
retraining of police, and a weekly peace walk with local 
congregations to support a “culture of peace and 
healing” in neighborhoods at risk. The neighbors there 
support these walks and it has always been peaceful 
and friendly. It’s a nice way to meet people from across 
the spectrum of Oakland communities who support 
Ceasefire efforts. Meet inside First Mt. Sinai Church, 
1970 86th Ave. For info, call 510-606-5064.   

Sat. Oct. 15, 10:30am. Shabbat Service with Sharon 
Grodin and Beth Dickinson. As we read the poem that 
comprises parashat Haazinu (Deuteronomy 32), we can 

see the influence of the theology of the prophets on 
this chapter. Of course, the prophets were centuries 
after Moses, so this is a much later insert into the 
Torah with a very different way of seeing God. What 
was this theology and how does it connect to later 
Jewish spirituality and to our social activism today? We 
will especially look at Deuteronomy 32:37-40. Kiddush 
to follow. Bring a veggy potluck dish to share. Fireside 
Room. 

Sun., Oct. 16, 11am-1pm. Kehilla Neighborhood 
Brunches. 

Sun., Oct. 16, 5:30pm. Chai Mitzvah Group. Back 
classroom, main floor.   (See details, p. 11.)  

Mon., Oct. 17, 7-9pm. Community Discussion of Ballot 
Propositions and Local Measures.  Sponsored by the 
Economic Justice Committee, the Greening Committee 
and Anti-Death Penalty Action Group. Social Hall. (See 
article, p. 17.) 

Mon., Oct. 17, 6:30pm. "Elements of Magical Judaism" 
class. Taught by Jude Elfe & Jonathan Furst. Sanctuary.  
(See p. 12 for details.) 

Wed., Oct. 19, 7:50am Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room. (Enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview.)  Doors open at 7:50 a.m., 
short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30, 
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. 

Wed., Oct. 19, 7pm. Economic Justice Committee 
Meeting. Social Hall. 

Thurs., Oct. 20, 4-6pm. Kehilla School. Please enter 
through the kitchen door. 

Fri., Oct. 21, 6:30pm, Sukkot Shabbat Friday Evening 
Potluck in the Sukkah. Bring the whole family and join 
us for a Sukkot dinner in the Sukkah (and/or Social 
Hall). This is not a ritual-heavy event – our major 
purpose is to celebrate and be happy, which is the very 
purpose the Torah describes for the holiday. We’ll do a 
few blessings, then a potluck dinner, conversation, 
perhaps a chance for kids to make sukkah decorations, 
and then, as you choose to, do the ritual of blessing the 
lulav palm frond and shaking in blessing to all the 
world’s directions with Rabbi David. At Kehilla 
Remember: Bring a veggy potluck dish to share and be 
joyous. 

Sat., Oct. 22, 10:30am. Sukkot Shabbat with Special 
Procession.  Appropriate for everyone in the family. 
Join Rabbi David & Julie Nesnansky as we celebrate 
Sukkot with a joyous musical service and processions 
(“hakafot”) with lulav followed by Kiddush in the 
sukkah. Bring veggie finger food to share. 
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Mon. Oct. 24. Simchat Torah Celebration at Chochmat 
HaLev  2215 Prince St., Berkeley at Fulton. 
Join with all the Bay Area Renewal communities for a 
night of sacred and ecstastic dancing to live music and 
special Torah chanting to celebrate the conclusion of 
our High Holy Day journey.    
6:00pm  Special Kids Celebration with Jen Miriam and 
Alon Altman, dance and sing around the Torah with  
puppets, music and friends 
6:30pm Vegetarian potluck dinner 
7:00 pm Maariv, Dancing and Torah service with the 
Shirat HaLev Musicians 
9:30 pm- Kiddush and refreshments 
Donation:  Members of participating organizations: 
$15-10   General Public $20-15   Children: $5 

Tues., Oct. 25, 6:45pm. (Dinner at 6:15)  Board of 
Trustees Meeting. All are welcome. Fireside  Room. 

Wed., Oct. 26, 7:50am Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room. (Enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview.)  Doors open at 7:50 a.m., 
short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30, 
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. 

Wed., Oct. 26, 7pm. A Class in the Poetic Word. Taught 
by Lenore Weiss. Fireside Room. (See p. 12 for details.) 

Thurs., Oct. 27, 4-6pm.  Kehilla School. Please enter 
through the kitchen door. 

Thurs., Oct. 27, 6:30pm. "700 Benches: 
Experiencing Biblical Hebrew." Taught by Jenna Kemp. 
(See details on p. 10)  

Fri., Oct. 28, 6:30pm, Tot Shabbat. For children up to 5 
years old (or older if they enjoy it) and their grown-ups. 
Led by Jen Miriam Kantor, Alon Altman and Jen’s 
puppet friends. Please bring a vegetarian potluck dish. 
In the Social Hall. 

Sat., Oct 29, 10:30am.  Shabbat Service and Torah 
Study with Rabbi David and Beth Dickinson. Here we go 
again! We are starting the Torah anew from the first 
parasha of the Torah. We will be looking at the mythic 
Garden of Eden story and how it has been 
reinterpreted in traditional and modern midrash (such 
as by Lilith Magazine and John Steinbeck). During the 
service, rather than chanting the Torah we will study 

and discuss Chapter 3 of Genesis. Followed by Kiddush. 
Bring veggie finger food to share. 

Sat., Oct.29, 9am. 30th annual Harmony Walk/Run to 
End Homelessness in Richmond, hosted by the Greater 
Richmond Interfaith Program (GRIP). Check-in 9:30am. 
Walk begins 10:30am.The web address with a link to 
our team page & further details will be provided in the 
Kehilla weekly e-mails. You can walk or run for as 
much, or as little, a distance as you want.  And, there 
will be a festival in the park after the walk. (See 
announcement, p. 14.) 

Sun., Oct. 30, 2:30-5:00, (1) Nuts and Bolts Workshop 
for Parents & (2) Interactive Discussion with Shalom 
Bayit for Bar/Bat Mitzvah Students 
(1) is required for parents, (2) is highly recommended 
for Students 
   Parents who have previously gone through the 
program will be coming to and share their nuts and 
bolts experiences about planning for the whole year, 
including sharing details about how to keep things 
organized, as well as kiddush and party planning. 
Simultaneously, Zephira Derblich-Milea from Shalom 
Bayit will be presenting her award-winning workshop, 
“Love Shouldn’t Hurt.” www.shalom-bayit.org/teen 
In this workshop, students will have the opportunity to 
learn and discuss about how to build and maintain 
healthy relationships.    
For questions or to request childcare for BBM related 
activities, contact sandra@kehillasynagogue.org.  

Mon., Oct. 31, 6:30-9:30pm. "Elements of Magical 
Judaism" class. Taught by Jude Elfe & Jonathan Furst. 
Sanctuary.  (See p. 12 for details.) 

Sat., Nov. 5, 6:45pm. Annual Harvest Dinner of the 
Faith Trio (Kehilla, Islamic Cultural Center, Montclair 
Presbyterian). Come early at 6:15 if you would like to 
be present at the Muslim evening prayer. Followed by 
multi-faith blessings before dinner. Designated potluck: 
Kehilla members bring veggy salads (fish okay). 
Muslims, Jews and Christians eating together and an 
opportunity to discuss the subject of the evening: 
Solidarity: A Spiritual Necessity. At the Islamic Cultural 
Center, 1433 Madison Street, Oakland. 
 

 
  

http://www.shalom-bayit.org/teen
mailto:sandra@kehillasynagogue.org.
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Kehilla Community Synagogue 
Please use the following number for all staff:  (510) 547-2424 

Co-Rabbi, David J. Cooper 
Rabbidavid@kehillasynagogue.org 

Co-Rabbi, Dev Noily  
RabbiDev@kehillasynagogue.org 

Executive Director,  Michael Saxe-Taller 
Michael@kehillasynagogue.org 

Managing Director, Beth Bittle 
Beth@kehillasynagogue.org 

Hazzan Shulamit Wise Fairman 
Shulamit@kehillasynagogue.org 

Bar/Bat Mitvzah Program Director, Sandra Razieli 
Sandra@kehillasynagogue.org 

Founding Rabbi, Burt Jacobson   (510) 283-5704 
RabBurt@earthlink.net 
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Communications Coordinator,  
Sasha Gottfried 
Sasha@kehillasynagogue.org 

Youth Programs Coordinator,  
Natalie Boskin  
Natalie@kehillasynagogue.org 

Bookkeeper, Molly Melamed 
Molly@kehillasynagogue.org 

Events Line: 

Fax: (510) 547-2442 

Chevra Kadisha: 
Jane Hoberman: 510-843-6047 

Committee Against Abuse: 
Steven Falk: 510-339-0517 

Spiritual Life Practices Committee Chair:  
Shoshana Finacom 
Spirituallife@kehillasynagogue.org 
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