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Report Back on Israel/Palestine Survey
Agreement on Values; Diversity in Tactics and Solutions
by Rabbi David J. Cooper


~Our High Holy Day Theme: Speak! The Power of our Words~
The Jewish tradition from its early beginnings was built on words even more than on edifices of stone and brick.
Words are powerful. How we choose what to say and what not to say is an accurate reflection of what we consider
valuable or sacred. Check out the article about the theme at the following link: http://kehillasynagogue.org/weighingour-words-thoughts-on-the-high-holyday-theme/

~Middle East Survey~
This survey dovetails with our High Holy Day theme. As you can see, we agree on many things, disagree on some
things, and share an overwhelming consensus that the synagogue and the Jewish community must be open to hearing
the expression of a diversity of viewpoints on Israel/Palestine issues.








In Sum:
Israelis and Palestinians are entitled to equal
rights/dignity: General agreement
The occupation must end, cannot be permanent:
General agreement
Two-State vs. One State solution: Both approaches
among congregants
Use of BDS as tactic to oppose the occupation: Both
support and non-support among congregants
Kehilla should be place of open dialogue on the
range of differing views: Total consensus
Religious freedom in Israel/Palestine for Jews,
Muslims, Christians, Druze, atheists: Agreement

Introduction: Kehilla Community Synagogue was
founded in 1984/5744 to be a community of mutual
care dedicated to the biblical prophetic ideal of
spirituality joined with values and actions of social
justice, together with Hasidic ideals of joy, love and
compassion. Kehilla was founded on a mandate of
empathy inspired by the Torah’s repeated statements
that we must remember our own oppression lest we
ourselves act as the oppressor, and by Rabbi Hillel’s
affirmation that “What is abhorred to you, do not do to
the other.”
From the very beginning of our congregation, we
have affirmed the importance of the land of
Israel/Palestine as a home of both the Jewish and
Palestinian people. Although our synagogue’s
expressions about Israel/Palestine have taken different

forms over the years, the essential values we have
brought to the issue have remained consistent.
In 2014-15/5775, our Middle East Peace Committee
(MEPC) surveyed our congregation about our members’
attitudes, thoughts and strategies in relationship to
Israel in general and more specifically, to Israel’s
occupation and control of territories it captured in 1967.
Well over 200 responses were received. We found areas
of near unanimity and areas of diversity as well.
Equal Dignity: Kehilla people affirm that Israelis and
Palestinians are equally worthy of security, justice, civil
and human rights, self-determination, and a recognition
of their dignity as human beings created in the divine
image.
Ending the Occupation: An overwhelming majority in
Kehilla feel that the Israeli occupation of or control over
Palestinian people and territories in the West Bank and
Gaza Strip must come to an end. Comments expressed
that the building of settlements in the West Bank and
areas around Jerusalem sends a signal that the
occupation is intended to be permanent. The
congregants overwhelmingly affirmed that the
occupation must not be permanent. Members’
comments expressed that it is an intolerable,
dehumanizing and violent reality for those under
occupation, and that this state of affairs needs to end
peacefully for the sake of both the Israelis, as well as the
Palestinians. Respondents affirmed that violence against
non-combatants is unacceptable.
[continued on p. 16.]
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Kehilla High Holy Days 2015/5776
High Holy Days Schedule
Selichot Evening Service at Kehilla

The Length of Rosh Hashanah
Morning Service!
SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT: Over by 12:45!
The service leaders regret that last year the Rosh
Hashanah morning service went beyond the time
posted. We have engaged in some atonement over
this and are committed to end the service by
12:45pm so people can have a quick Tashlich
Service at the lake with Rabbi David and then
lunch out or at home.

Renew Your Membership Now!
Kehilla members in good standing will automatically
receive complimentary admission to High Holy Day
services when you renew your membership for 2015-16.
Your admission to High Holy Day services will be your
name at the door, along with your name tag.
To renew your membership, please visit our website at
www.KehillaSynagogue.org.

Discounts
On First-Time Membership
We are offering a discount on membership dues
through November 15, 2015. Dues are $300 for Adults
under 30, and $660 for Adults 30 and over, and will
include tickets to all High Holy Day services. Conversely,
any payment made for High Holy Day tickets can be
applied to the cost of membership. Payment plans can be
arranged.
Visit the website at www.KehillaSynagogue.org and
click on “JOIN” for more information, or contact Sasha at
(510) 547-2424 x100 or Sasha@KehillaSynagogue.org.

High Holy Day Tickets
for the General Public

Saturday, September 5, 8pm
(Social hour at 7:30pm)

Erev Rosh Hashanah at Scottish Rite Center
Sunday, September 13, 6:30pm
(Doors open 5:45pm)

Erev Rosh Hashanah Celebration for Toddlers &
Young Kids at Scottish Rite Center
Sunday, September 13, 6:30pm

Rosh Hashanah at Scottish Rite Center
Monday, September 14, 9:30am
(Doors open 8:15am)

Rosh Hashanah Family & Youth Service
at Scottish Rite Center
Monday, September 14, 10am

Second Day Rosh Hashanah at Kehilla
Tuesday, September 15, 9:30am
(Doors open 9am)

Shabbat Shuvah at Kehilla
Saturday, September 19, 10am

Kol Nidre at Scottish Rite Center
Tuesday, September 22, 6:30pm
(Doors open 5:45pm)

Kol Nidre Family Service at Kehilla
Tuesday, September 22, 6:30pm
(Doors open 6pm)

Yom Kippur Day at Scottish Rite Center
Wednesday, September 23, 9:30am
(Doors open 8:15am)

Yom Kippur Youth Service for 6th-8th Graders
at Scottish Rite Center
Wednesday, September 23, 10am

Yom Kippur for Toddlers & Young Kids at Scottish
Rite Center
Wednesday, September 23, 10:30am

Yom Kippur Afternoon/Evening at Kehilla
Wednesday, September 23

Tickets to services for the general public can be
ordered on the website at
http://kehillasynagogue.org/highholydays/
Tickets will also be available for purchase at the
door.

2:30-3:30pm: Workshops
4:30pm: Yizkor (Remembrance)
5:15pm: Rabbi Burt Teaching, Healing Service
6:30pm: Ne’ila (Closing the Gates)
8pm: Community Potluck Break-fast

(Please bring a vegetarian main dish to share. Food can be
dropped off at Kehilla between 2:00 & 4:30pm or at 7:45pm
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Executively Speaking:
Looking Ahead
by Michael Saxe-Taller, Executive Director
We have entered the
month of Elul. I have a
personal practice, at the
moment between the
conclusion of one year and the beginning of another, to
review my past year and imagine the one that is coming.
I have been the executive director of Kehilla for eight
months so it seems only right to apply that practice to
my past (almost) year with this marvelous congregation.
Many important moments, big changes and real
accomplishments have happened since I arrived this
past January, many of which I listed in my July Kol
Kehilla article. (You can view it on the website here:
http://kehillasynagogue.org/executively-speaking-theclose-of-a-good-fiscal-year/). We have solidified our
financial situation, updated our communications,
technology and administrative systems, and have
continued to develop the leadership on our board and
committees. Most importantly, we have ended our year
with the sense of satisfaction, hope and possibility that
comes from facing big challenges and coming out on the
other side stronger than ever.
I have been deeply touched by the commitment and
care that so, so many of our members have for each
other, for the well-being of the Kehilla community, and
for doing the right thing in the world that we live in. It is
this commitment and care that provide the stability of
the foundation that this synagogue is built upon.
I am very excited for this year to come because I see
it as an opportunity for us to grow and develop and
build a stronger, more vibrant community. We have
stabilized in every key area of the organization and now
we have the opportunity to imagine, strategize and
prioritize.
This is already underway. Our board of directors,
which for several years has been required to do
considerably more than a congregational board should
ever be asked to do, now has begun the process of goal
setting and strategic planning, as well as putting
attention on fiscal growth and fundraising.
Our staff, who have generously stepped in and taken
on any role or task that was needed to sustain our
community, are being able to focus on their core
responsibilities and expand and strengthen the areas of
the community that they serve.

We are poised to put more attention on developing
the leadership capacities of our members, and therefore
the capacity for our community to grow. As I have said
regularly, we need to take the time to talk to our
membership and find out about people’s passions and
skills, and then think with them about how they can
apply those to our community. I think we have the time
to do that now.
We now have the time to pay attention to our
building. We are forming a new Building Committee
that will address the long-term needs of our building
and make plans for gathering the resources to address
them.
We also are ready to think about how we welcome
new people into our community and how we bring
those that are already here, closer in. This is a warm
community, but we can become more intentional and
radical in our welcoming.
We are in the position to make our community more
connected and unified. We can think together about
how to better communicate and coordinate. We have
begun conversations about how to do this at our
congregational meetings, at board meetings, and within
our staff and spiritual leadership.
I think we are ready to fully come out to the broader
community. Kehilla is a treasure, and, I think, one that
is not well enough known. I said recently to the loan
manager from the bank that holds our mortgage, that I
am hopeful about our future growth because I think
that there are so many people out there who want what
Kehilla has to offer. Whether it is our dynamic, childfocused religious school, our deeply engaging and
meaningful Bar and Bat Mitzvah program, our Jewishly
rooted social justice work, or our inclusive, innovative,
yet tradition-based spirituality, there are so many Jews
and others who are searching for these. It is the right
time for us to explore ways to let them know we are
here.
At this High Holy Day time, I am filled with
anticipation, hope and possibility. The year 5776
promises to be a good one for the Kehilla community. I
believe it will be one of continued growth and
development. And the best thing about it is that we get
to do it together, and for me, it is that I get to do it with
you.
Shana tovah. May you have a sweet, sweet new
year.
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Beyond Shabbat
by Beth Bittle, Managing Director

Upcoming Avodah Opportunities:
Welcome to Beyond Shabbat!

High Holy Days
Volunteers are needed the week
before in the office
Lots of day of volunteers needed
Sukkot Shabbat & Interfaith Harvest
Festival
Setup and Cleanup volunteers
Sukkot Shabbat and New Member
Welcome
Setup and Cleanup volunteers

High Holy Day Services are almost here! Volunteer
opportunities are posted online; please click here to find
out more!
Now is the perfect time to sign up for your favorite
volunteer shift before it is gone. There are so many
volunteer opportunities available during the High Holy
Days and this is a wonderful way to participate in your
community and to welcome so many people to services.
We depend on volunteers to greet members and people
new to Kehilla as well as helping to set up the Bima,
Kiddush and so many other activities that happen before,
during and after services. Give me a call or sign up today
online!
On October 2nd, please join us for Sukkot Shabbat:
Friday Evening Potluck in the Sukkah. Bring the whole
family and join us for a Sukkot dinner! Please bring a
veggie dish to share. We can use a few volunteers to help
with set-up and clean-up.
Sukkot Shabbat and New Member Welcome is on
October 3rd. Volunteers are needed before services to
setup the kiddush. Volunteers will also be needed after
the Kiddush to do a light cleanup. Come join in the
celebration of Sukkot and Kehilla’s new members!
For all Avodah opportunities, sign up by contacting me,
Beth Bittle, at (510) 547-2424, ext. 106 or
Beth@KehillaSynagogue.org.
Sign up with Jan Herzog, Kiddush Coordinator, at
KiddushSponsor@kehillasynagogue.org to sponsor a
Kiddush. Kiddush Sponsors are responsible for
purchasing and delivering Challot, grape juice, desserts
and drinks, and having it set-up at Kehilla by 7:20PM on
Fridays (5:50PM for Tot Shabbat) and 10:15AM on
Saturdays.

Thank you to last month’s amazing office and
kitchen volunteers!
•
•
•

Shoshana Finacom
Jaime McGrath
Rich Nosek

Kiddush Sponsorships available
Saturday, September 12th: Shabbat
Saturday, September 26th: Shabbat
Saturday, October 10th: Shabbat

Thank you Kiddush Sponsors!
August 1 - Liz Orlin & John Ifcher in honor of the Bar
Mitzvah of their son, Jonah Ifcher.
August 15, Chai Shabbat - Barbara Petterson &
David Lee in memory of Jaime Tucker, and Laurie
Grossman in memory of her grandfather, Aaron
Feinstein, and her dad, Ivan Grossman.
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Mazel Tov

.
To Varya Simpson & Charles MacDermed on the
marriage of their son Liam MacDermed, a Kehilla b'nai
mitzvah and JYCA member, to his beshert, Yee Chieh
Chew, in July.

New Member Welcoming
at Two Shabbat Services
If you are a new member – or a prospective member – you have
two opportunities to be welcomed. Come to one or both.

Kabbalat Shabbat WITH
A Welcome for New Members
Friday, September 4, 6pm

To Jenna Kemp & Malka Stover-Kemp on their
wedding on July 19.

With Hazzan Shulamit, Julie Nesnansky and Debbie Fier. We
warmly invite new members, current members, families, children
& the larger community to join us to light candles and share a
potluck Shabbat dinner (so bring a dish to share). Then join us for
a song-filled and soulful evening of ecstatic and contemplative
prayer. As part of our always musical and spiritual Kabbalat
Shabbat, we will have a special welcome and blessing for new
Kehilla members or for those thinking about joining the
congregation. Kiddush to follow. For the Kiddush, bring some
veggie finger-food to share.
6:00pm Gather & Blessings 6:30 Veggy Potluck
7:30 Chai Kabbalat Shabbat Service

Sukkot Shabbat &
New Member Welcome
Saturday, October 3, 10:30am
To Shira Batalion Stanford-Asiyo & Aheri StanfordAsiyo on their wedding on August 2.

Appropriate for everyone in the family. Join Rabbi David &
Julie Nesnansky as we celebrate Sukkot and Kehilla’s new
members with a joyous musical service and procession with lulav
followed by Kiddush in the sukkah. Bring veggy finger food to
share.

Selichot Evening Service
Saturday, Sept. 5, 8:00pm-10:30pm
(7:30pm social hour)

To Renee Enteen on the birth of her granddaughter,
Lillian Amara, to Samantha and Chizoh on July 23.
Pictured with big brother, Jaxson Arinze.

Beginning the Journey of Teshuvah with Rabbi Burt, Sharon
Grodin and Kehilla’s spiritual and music leadership. We invite you
to join us for an inspiring candlelit evening of inward preparation
for the High Holyday season.
The entire High Holyday leadership team will be present with
congregants to begin the journey of teshuvah—turning toward
and renewing our connection with our highest ideals. We will
begin the process of heart-searching, looking for what has been
blocking us from realizing our ideals. And we will ponder who we
have we hurt and how might we seek forgiveness. We will be
singing and chanting music for the Days of Awe and sharing
prayer and poetry that inspire us to open to change and growth.
There will also be time for meditation and self-reflection.
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Yoga for Renewal:
Rooted in Jewish Mystical Teachings
with Julie Emden of Jewish LearningWorks

March with Kehilla
in the Oakland Pride Parade
Sunday, September 13
Join Kehilla in our first appearance in the Oakland
Pride Parade! What better way to welcome the High
Holy Days than to walk with the Kehilla banner at the
East Bay’s biggest Pride celebration. All ages most
welcome!
The parade is on the day of Erev Rosh
Hashanah, Sunday, September 13, beginning at 10:30
am at 14th and Broadway and proceeding down
Broadway to 20th street. More information will be in
the weekly emails and on the Kehilla website as
available. If you have any questions, or just want to
confirm you will be joining us, please contact Anna
Martin at acmjp@yahoo.com.
Note: we also can have a booth at the afternoon
Pride Festival, but we need a Booth Champion to
bring chairs and materials and organize volunteers to
be there during the afternoon. If you are interested
in being our booth organizer, please contact
Anna, acmjp@yahoo.com.

Sunday, September 20, 2:00 pm - 4:00pm
Integrate, mind, body, heart and spirit. Enhance your
practices for living in balance and wellness with
this gentle, grounded Iyengar-based yoga and movement
practice infused with themes of realignment
and renewal for the Jewish New Year.
Location: 4th Street Yoga, 1809 4th St., Berkeley
Cost: $25
Register: yogasept20.eventbrite.com
Co-sponsored by 4th Street Yoga, Chochmat HaLev,
Congregation Netivot Shalom, Kehilla Community
Synagogue, Temple Sinai Oakland.
Contact: jemden@jewishlearningworks.org

Bar/Bat Mitzvah Activities
for 2016 class
Group Chavurah Shabbat
for the Whole Family
Friday, September 11, 2015 6:30-9:00
A vegetarian potluck dinner
and Shabbat celebration

About Julie Emden: Julie directs the Embodied Jewish
Learning Initiative at Jewish LearningWorks. A graduate
of five fellowship and certification programs related to
her work as a Jewish Educator and as a Yoga, Movement
and Dance Instructor, Julie holds a BA from the University
of Michigan. She holds teaching certifications in Iyengarbased yoga from the Yoga Room in Berkeley, in Yoga and
Jewish Spirituality from Elat Chayyim Center for Jewish
Spirituality, and in Movement-based Expressive Arts from
Tamalpa Institute.

Ropes Course
Sunday, September 27, 8:15-4:00pm
Just for students.
We carpool to Fort Miley, near the Cliff House
in San Francisco.
Workshop I: Nuts and Bolts Workshop
for Parents
Sunday, October 25, 2015 2:30-5:00
Presented by former Bar/Bat Mitzvah Parents
Interactive Discussion with Shalom Bayit for
Students optional but highly recommended.
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Oakland Community Organizations
38th Anniversary
Celebration & Fundraiser

Wrestling Jerusalem:
Performance & Film Shoot

September 27, 5pm-9pm
OCO, in which Kehilla has been active for ten years,
is the oldest organization in PICO, one of the leading
national community organizing projects in the U.S. OCO
is celebrating its 38th year after its major successes in
2014-2015 on issues such as funding for neighborhood
peace efforts, public education and housing. Join Rabbi
David and Kehilla’s Economic Justice Committee at the
celebration.
Special guest: Ian Haney Lopez, author of Dog
Whistle Politics: How Coded Racial Appeals Have
Reinvented Racism & Wrecked the Middle Class.
For tickets: http://www.eventbrite.com/e/oco-38thanniversary-celebration-fundraiser-tickets16097656524 or call 510-639-1444 ext 301, or email
lafitteolu@oaklandcommunity.org

Saturday, October 3 , 7pm
Co-sponsored by Kehilla
Followed by interfaith panel discussion
Wrestling Jerusalem is a riveting 90-minute solo
performance, following one man’s journey to understand
the Israeli–Palestinian conflict. It is a personal story that
grapples with the complexities of identity, history and
social justice. Aaron Davidman, former director of the
Traveling Jewish Theatre, gives voice to seventeen
characters, including Israelis, Palestinians and American
Jews. Mr. Davidman’s brilliant rendition of these
perspectives convey the conflicting narratives of what
seems to be an endless conflict in the Holy Land.
Tickets range from $50-$125, with $35 discounts
(Balcony) & $60 discounts (selected orchestra sections)
for groups of 10 or more.
Tickets will go on sale in mid-August through
cityboxoffice.com, 415-392-4400
Discounts are being offered to Kehilla members. For
more info about discounts, please contact Sasha at
sasha@kehillasynagogue.org.
At Marine’s Memorial Theater, 609 Sutter St., San
Francisco. Walking distance from Powell St. BART.
Convenient parking around Union Square.

At Ascension Greek Orthodox Cathedral
4700 Lincoln Avenue, Oakland

Sukkot Shabbat:
Friday Evening Potluck in the Sukkah

Friday, October 2, 6:30pm
Bring the whole family and join us for a Sukkot
dinner in the Sukkah (and/or Social Hall). This is not a
ritual-heavy event – our major purpose is to celebrate
and be happy which is very purpose the Torah
describes for the holiday. We’ll do a few blessings,
then a potluck dinner, conversation, perhaps a chance
for kids to make sukkah decorations, and then, as you
choose to, do the ritual of blessing the lulav palm
frond and shaking in blessing to all the world’s
directions with Rabbi David.

Our Deepest Condolences
We are saddened to announce the passing of
Kehilla member Robyn Aileen Kliger, age 55, who
died unexpectedly on June 13 in San Francisco.
She is survived by mother, Eunice Kliger of Los
Altos, brother Barry Kliger of Los Altos, sister Julie
Kliger of Oakland, and her beloved sons Mo and
Jake, of Berkeley.
May her memory be for a blessing.

Remember: Bring a veggie potluck dish to share and
be joyous! (Fish okay, but no shellfish, please.)

7

Kehilla Neighborhood Brunches Return!
Sunday, October 4, 11:00am-1:00pm
WHAT: The hosts will provide juice, coffee and tea.

If you have ever wanted to find out more about the
Kehilla members in your neighborhood and to make
connections in your local village - come to a Kehilla
Neighborhood Brunch! This year our brunch is on the
last day of Sukkot, so celebrate the joy of harvest
together.

Guests are asked to bring vegetarian brunch items to
share.
Save the Date and look for further announcements in
the weekly emails or call the office! We hope to see
you there! If you are willing to volunteer your home,
please email chesed@kehillasynagogue.org. Your offer
will be much appreciated.

WHERE: We will have hosts to greet you in four
locations for our Kehilla members. We have hosts for
Berkeley, Richmond and South Oakland and are looking
for one more host location in
Rockridge/Temescal/Grand Lake/Piedmont area of
Oakland.

Shalom,
The Chesed Committee

Erev Simchat Torah Celebration!
Monday, October 5
at Chochmat HaLev, 2215 Prince St., Berkeley at Fulton.
Join with all the Bay Area Renewal communities for a night of sacred and ecstastic dancing to live
music and special Torah chanting to celebrate the conclusion of our High Holy Day journey.
6:00pm Special Kids Celebration with Jen Miriam and Alon Altman, dance and sing around the Torah with puppets,
music and friends
6:30pm Vegetarian potluck dinner
7:00 pm Maariv, Dancing and Torah service with the Shirat HaLev Musicians
9:30 pm- Kiddush and refreshments

Donation: Members of participating organizations: $15-10 General Public $20-15 Children: $5

8

Kehilla Book Discussion Group
by Jan Herzog
All Kehilla members are invited to join us for our
customary meetings on the second Monday of the
month at 7pm. Below are summaries of the books
we will read in September and October taken from
Amazon.

and Werner, he illuminates the ways, against all odds,
people try to be good to one another. Ten years in the
writing, All the Light We Cannot See is a magnificent,
deeply moving novel from a writer “whose sentences
never fail to thrill” (Los Angeles Times).
Monday, October 12, 7pm. Petropolis by Anya Ulnich

Tuesday, September 8, 7pm. All the Light
We Cannot See by Anthony Doerr
[Note: The book group meets this month on an
unusual night due to Labor Day.]

In her stunning debut novel, Anya Ulinich delivers a
funny and unforgettable story of a Russian mail-order
bride trying to find her place in America. After losing
her father, her boyfriend, and her baby, Sasha
Goldberg decides that getting herself to the United
States is the surest path to deliverance. But she finds
that life in Phoenix with her Red Lobster-loving fiancé
isn't much better than life in Siberia, and so she treks
across America on a misadventure-filled search for her
long- lost father. Petropolis is a deeply moving story
about the unexpected connections that create a family
and the faraway places that we end up calling home.

From the highly acclaimed, multiple award-winning
Anthony Doerr, the beautiful, stunningly ambitious
instant New York Times bestseller about a blind French
girl and a German boy whose paths collide in occupied
France as both try to survive the devastation of World
War II.
Doerr’s “stunning sense of physical detail and
gorgeous metaphors” (San Francisco Chronicle) are
dazzling. Deftly interweaving the lives of Marie-Laure

Economic Justice Committee Report
Kehilla kicked off its the tenth anniversary of
involvement in the interfaith Oakland Community
Organizations with an outreach, “Ubuntu Shabbat,”
celebration on Saturday, August 15. It was a typical,
spirited service, with a few twists, including Rabbi
David reciting the Ve’ahafta in Spanish.

shabbat would start “a beautiful tradition” of interfaith
services.
“A person is a person through other people”
commented Rabbi Burt, speaking of the concept of
Ubuntu. He tied it to the philosophy of Martin Buber,
saying, “I cannot be an 'I' but through you as a 'thou'.”

Les Morones, an OCO leader and a member of St.
Jarlath Church, noted a few similarities. The Torah
processional reminded her of lifting up the Bible before
reading from it. Prayers for sick individuals and saying
the names of the dead also were reminiscent of
Catholic services. Still, the tone was different. “The
liveliness of the music, and the dancing surprised me,”
she said.
Ubuntu Shabbat drew about 85 people, including 10
from other congregations. Rabbi David spoke of the
tradition of communal worship in Judaism - which hit a
cord with Morones. “We weren’t created to be alone,”
she said. She expressed the hope that the Ubuntu

Oakland Community Organizations includes more
than 40 congregations and 30 schools in Oakland
focused on anti-poverty, anti-violence and anti-racism
work. Kehilla’s Economic Justice Committee
participates in its efforts on issues including crime
reduction and mass incarceration, increasing the
minimum wage, decreasing foreclosures, and
supporting affordable housing.
Any Kehilla member interested in the social action
opportunities of the EJC or possibly joining the
committee is welcome. Feel free to call Interim Chair,
Mandy Bratt, at 510-383-9918 or email her
at mandybratt2002@aol.com.
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Accompaniment Project
For Unaccompanied Minors, Nueva Esperanza
by Carol Rothman

Thousands of undocumented minors and young
families have relocated into the Oakland area during
the past year or so after fleeing from Central America.
In order to be released from detention, they needed
to have attorneys and housing with relatives or friends.
They need much support and services, although they
are not currently eligible for refugee services.

the Mam are being violently thrown off their land,
which is being taken over by agribusiness.
The Mam youth assigned to our team both speak
the Mam language primarily and some Spanish as their
second language. They are beginning to learn some
English. Our team has been able to provide some
support to assist with school and health care
enrollment, as well as giving them paid work in our
yards. They are very economically stressed and need
more work opportunities for themselves, and for other
family members. Please contact me if you have work
opportunities for these teenagers or their families.
Most would need assistance with transportation to
your home initially, as they are brand-new to making
use of public transportation, and have difficulty leaving
their homes because of trauma history and being
recently dropped into such a completely different
world. Garden work, painting, manual labor and house
cleaning jobs are all eagerly sought.

Inspired by Reverend Deborah Lee's talk on
immigration issues and the new sanctuary movement
at the Passover Seder, Kehilla member Lili Shidlovski
and I organized a team of seven people to welcome
and accompany these youth and families. Kehilla is one
of nine East Bay congregations that have formed
accompaniment teams. The organization Nueva
Esperanza, part of the Interfaith Movement for Human
Integrity, has provided several trainings on cultural
issues and needs of these families and youth,
including issues related to the trauma the newcomers
have suffered. They have also matched teenagers and
needy young families with teams and are providing
some support in terms oft available resources.

Last week, several of us took the two youth on their
first walk in the redwoods. It was delightful to see them
enjoying a few hours of peace, excitedly spotting
birds,and holding hands and singing as they walked.

Our team, which is now called "Paz"(peace), has
been matched with two teenagers from Guatamala.
Both are Mam people. The Mam are indigenous
people descended from the Mayans who primarily
have lived in the mountains in Guatemala, as well as
some in Mexico. The history of oppression of the
Mam people goes back to pre-Mayan times when they
were first enslaved. The oppression continues today as

After the teams, which are initially acting as a pilot
project, have become more established, Nueva
Esperanza will be seeking to establish more
accompaniment teams. If you are interested in forming
a second Kehilla accompaniment team, please contact
me at carolrothman@gmail.com.
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New Adult Education Classes Fall 2015
To Register for Classes: You can register and pay online at www.KehillaSynagogue.org (click on the
"LEARN" link and then click on Adult Education), or send check payable to Kehilla to Kehilla,
1300 Grand Ave., Piedmont, CA 94610.
Guard My Lips: the Torah of the
Holy Power of Speech

Jewish Poets: Melissa Stein & Phil Ternan
Saturday, October 24, 7pm
Join us and celebrate an evening of Jewish-themed
poetry with two outstanding poets, Melissa Stein and
Philip Terman who will read on Saturday, October 24 at
7p.m. in the Fireside Room.

Taught by Rabbi Dev Noily.
Begins Monday, October 19, 7pm
Emerging from the High Holy Days and
our exploration of speech as a spiritual
practice, we will learn texts from the
Torah, Talmud and later sages, including the Chofetz
Chaim, which lay the foundation for Jewish wisdom
about the power of our words. Hebrew texts and
English translations will be available. No Hebrew
knowledge is necessary. We’ll study using the
traditional practice of hevruta, or study pairs, along
with group shiur/teaching.
Dates: Mondays, October 19, 26; November 2
Time: 7:00-9:00pm Location: Fireside Room
Cost: $54 Kehilla members, $72 general public. Not
appropriate for drop-in after the first session.

Melissa Stein’s poetry collection
Rough Honey won the
2010 APR/Honickman First Book
Prize, selected by Mark Doty, and was
published by American Poetry Review
in association with Copper Canyon
Press. Her poems have appeared in
The Southern Review, New England
Review, Best New Poets 2009, Harvard Review, North
American Review, and many other journals and
anthologies.
Philip Terman is the author of four
books of poems and has been published
in many outstanding poetry journals. He
teaches creative writing and literature at
Clarion University of Pennsylvania, where
he directs the visiting writers’ program.
Terman co-directs the Chautauqua
Writers’ Festival and is contributing
editor of poetry for the journal Chautauqua.
Both poets will present new work followed by a
discussion. Music and refreshments will be available.
There is a suggested donation of ten dollars.
Date: October 24 Time: 7:00-9:00 pm
Location: Fireside Room

Crowns on the Letters:
How the Tanna’im (early rabbis) Transformed
Torah to Create Judaism
Taught by Rabbi Dev Noily
Begins Monday, November 30, 7pm.
We locate our Jewish roots in Torah, and in the
relationships that begin with G-d and Abraham. But
our practices and Jewish identity are built on the
foundation of rabbinic Judaism, which emerged after
the destruction of the Second Temple, 1500-2000 years
later. How did the Rabbis root themselves in the Divine
covenants of Abraham and Sinai, and simultaneously
re-vision the processes that mediate human
relationships with G-d, other people and the land? In
this mini-course, we’ll do close readings of the
foundational rabbinic texts that illuminate the
ingenious, creative rabbinic project that continues to
be the source of our ongoing connection to G-d, Torah
and community.

Cost: $10 suggested donation (No registration
necessary)

The Jewish Wisdom of Jesus
Taught by Rabbi Burt Jacobson (this is
a one-session reprise of last year’s
class)

Dates: Mondays, November 30, December 7
Time: 7:00-9:00 pm Location: Fireside Room
Cost: $36 Kehilla members, $48 general public. Not
appropriate for drop-in after the first session.

Monday, October 26, 7-9pm
Did you know:
• that Jesus of Nazareth was a practicing Jew?
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Yeshua of Nazareth are the teachings of a rebbe to his
Hasidim, all of whom lived and died as Jews.” In this

New Adult Education Classes
[continued]

two-hour class we will study Jesus’ life and his spiritual
and moral teachings. We will also examine the role
played by Martin Buber in the 20th century in the
creation of interfaith dialogue and the reclamation of
Jesus as a Jewish teacher.

• that Jesus built his teachings largely out of the
Hebrew Bible and the Jewish traditions of his time?
•
• That, like the ancient Hebrew prophets, Jesus was
deeply concerned about the poor and the
disenfranchised?
• that Christianity was originally a form of Judaism?
This is the emerging consensus of contemporary
scholarship, and more and more Jews are honoring
Jesus as one of Judaism’s eminent teachers. Rabbi
Zalman Schachter-Shalomi wrote that “the words of

Date: Monday, October 26
Time: 7:00-9:00pm Location: at Kehilla, tba
Cost: $18 for Kehilla members, $24 for general public

Saturday Afternoon Series
This year, we are experimenting with a monthly series
of teachings designed to introduce congregants to a
wide variety of topics and teachers. No homework is
involved, no knowledge or background is required, and
the material is suitable for adults and motivated teens.

Saturday Afternoon Teaching: Relating to Others
Through Mitzvot.
Rabbi Dev will discuss traditional and Renewal
approaches to ethical, mindful ways of interacting with
each other. Participants will engage in interactive text
study.
Date: November 21
Time: 3:00-5:00 pm
Location: Fireside Room

Saturday Afternoon Teaching: An Overview of
Mitzvot
Rabbi Burt will offer an overview of traditional and
Renewal approaches to mitzvot. Participants will
engage in interactive text study.
Date: September 26
Time: 3:00-5:00 pm Location: Fireside Room
Cost: $18 for members of Kehilla, $22 general public
Minimum 10 registrants by September 13 or class will
be cancelled.

Cost: $18 for members of Kehilla, $24 general public
Minimum 10 registrants by November 11 or class will
be cancelled
Saturday Afternoon Teaching: The Jewish Year,
Chanukah! Rabbi Diane will consider traditional and
Renewal concepts and practices of the spiritual year,
with a particular look at Chanukah. Participants will
engage in interactive text study.
Date: December 19

Saturday Afternoon Teaching: An Overview of Kashrut
Rabbi David will offer an overview of traditional and
Renewal approaches to religious observance
concerning food (“keeping kosher”). Participants will
engage in interactive text study.
Date: October 10
Time: 3:00-5:00pm

Time: 3:00-5:00 pm
Location: Fireside Room
Cost: $18 for members of Kehilla, $24 general public
Minimum 10 registrants by December 9 or class will be
cancelled

Location: Fireside Room

Cost: $18 for members of Kehilla, $24 general
public
Minimum 10 registrants by October 1 or class
will be cancelled.
[This monthly series will continue in 2016, with teachings by Howard Hamburger, Rabbi Chaya Gusfield, and Sandra
Razieli; more to come on these dates and topics.]
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to have Hebrew take on a very special place in your life.
Bracha loves to teach this class since adults tend to be
very compliant students and they ask such serious
questions. Form a community of like-minded adults,
play games, sing songs and learn, learn, learn.
Repeaters welcomed!!

I Never Knew Hebrew
Could Be So Much Fun
Taught by Bracha Stone
Begins Sunday, September 27,
10:30am
Once again Bracha is offering
her fabulous course in
beginning Hebrew. Absolutely no previous Hebrew
experience is required or expected. Come and find out
why you don’t have to know very much at all in order

Dates: Sundays, September 27, October 4, October 11
Time:

10:30-11:45 am Location: Private home

Cost: 3 sessions, $27 for members of Kehilla, $36
general public

Hebrew for Meaning

take “I Never Knew Hebrew Could Be So Much Fun,”
or otherwise should be able to “decode” the Hebrew
alphabet. Two meetings are scheduled; more will be
arranged if there is enough interest.

Taught by Bracha Stone
Begins Sunday, November 1, 10:30am
Participants in this small, comfortable gathering will
choose a Hebrew prayer, song or text to investigate in
depth, toward a personal connection with the Hebrew
words. Participants interested in this class also should

Dates: Sundays, November 1, 8
Time: 10:30-11:45 am

Location: Private home

Cost: 2 sessions, $18 for members of Kehilla, $24
general public

Mitzvah Exploration Group
and the group, you will explore this practice and reflect
on your experience.
**This group acknowledges the traditional meaning of
mitzvah as an act that one does because it is
commanded by God, and because to do it strengthens
one’s relationship with God and fulfills God’s intent. A
group participant is free to identify with this meaning
or to develop a different sense of motivation and
purpose.
Dates: Sundays, November 15, December 13, January
10, February 7

Taught by Bracha Stone
Begins Sunday, November 15, 10:30am
For purposes of this group, a mitzvah is an act that we
undertake because of some yearning in ourselves for a
connection with (pick one or many:) spirit; integrity;
the universe; what is right; the Jewish
People/Tradition/Path/The One/God**. However you
define this motivation is a personal matter; it’s not the
purpose of the group to identify or challenge beliefs,
but rather to explore how our own actions can reflect
and strengthen our awareness and sense of
connection. Either during class or shortly after, you will
choose a specific behavior that you do not typically do,
a practice that you feel may be meaningful and helpful.
During the next month, with the support of a partner

Time: 10:30 am-12:30 pm
Location: Private home
Cost: $72 Kehilla members, $96 general public
[Adult Education Classes continued on next page]
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New Adult Education Classes
[continued]
potato latkes. And we’ll make some homemade apple
sauce, as well!

Jewish Tastes from “Cooking
Round the World”
Taught by Victoria Bloedau
Begins Monday, October 12, 7pm
[Check our website to confirm this
date after 9/20 or email
sasha@kehillasynagogue.org ]
For several years Kehilla member Mindy Meyers has
offered her “Cooking Round the World”
(www.cookingroundtheworld) summer camp for kids
at Kehilla. Now she has arranged to show us how to
make (and eat!) some wonderful twists on some old
Jewish favorites from near and far. The classes will be
taught by Cooking Round the World’s assistant
director, Victoria Bloedau. A California native, Victoria
has avidly explored the cultivation and preparation of
artful, nourishing food since childhood, and has
immersed herself in the worlds of Agroecology,
promoting sustainable food, and celebrating the
cuisines of myriad cultures.

December 7: Challah and Matzah Ball Soup
Learn how to make vegetarian matzah ball soup and
challah bread for your next Shabbat dinner. Oy, they’re
so delish and easy, you might be to make them all the
time.
January 4: Sephardic and Mizrahi Jewish Favorites
Come join us as we venture into the world of Sephardic
and Mizrahi cooking! We’ll be making Lebanese baba
ganoush, Moroccan couscous, and Turkish baklava.
Delicious!
February 1: Chocolate Jewish Treats
Learn how to make traditional Jewish treats with a
chocolate twist: chocolate babka, chocolate banana
blintzes, and a Jewish dream-dessert:
chocolate/caramel covered matzah.
March 7: Hipper Hamantaschen
It's time to go hamentashen-alternative. With one
dough and many fillings—savory and sweet—the
possibilities are endless: caramelized onion and goat
cheese savory pizza hamantaschen, coffee cake
hamantaschen, lemon bar hamantaschen, and
chocolate ganache and salted caramel hamantaschen!
Time: 7:00-9:00 pm
Location: Kehilla Kitchen
Cost: $40/class, $210 per series (save $30) for Kehilla
members; $50/class, $270 for general public.
Minimum 6 students/maximum 12 for each class in the
series. Check out other cooking classes around town-this is a bargain, and a wonderful gift to Kehilla!

October 12: Kreplach, Kugel and Knishes
Come learn the secret to mastering these three classic,
soul-warming Jewish dishes. We will make and eat
veggie-filled kreplach (using won ton wrappers), applecinnamon noodle kugel, and potato-filled knishes—as
good as the ones from NY's Carnegie Deli!
November 2: Not Your Bubbe’s Latkes
Join us in the kitchen for latkes and laughs! We will
prepare and enjoy three contemporary variations of
everyone's favorite Chanukah dish: carrot-zucchini
latkes, leek latkes with herbed yogurt, and curried

Tackling Climate Change
and Environmental Justice
A study group facilitated by
Barbara Haber

movements to change society in progressive ways. But
with climate change and its related issues, aside from
going to demonstrations and signing a civil
disobedience pledge, I’ve practiced avoidance. “It’s
too scientific,”, I've told myself, “too scary, too difficult
to imagine a positive outcome. How can I take this all in
and not get depressed? What good will it do?”
Kehilla has helped me to change. Listening to our
teachers, praying our prayers, I became convinced
that to learn about climate change in depth is a
spiritual as well as a social obligation that I must
undertake. And I knew that I could not do it alone.

Begins Monday,
October 12, 7pm
BARBARA’S PERSONAL INVITATION:
Many of us are terrified to think about the quickening
catastrophe of climate change, environmental
degradation, and the social inequities with which these
horrors strike. This has been true of me. All my life
I’ve thought and written about social issues, and joined
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New Adult Education Classes
[continued]
Tackling Climate Change and Environmental Justice
[continued]
I needed a group of hearty souls to read, question,
and discuss. So I decided to start this study group.
Naomi Klein’s transformative book This Changes
Everything has given me hope. Not this-will-be-easy
kind of hope. Klein’s book, clear and accessible, paints
an honest picture of the gigantic political forces driving
our planet toward destruction. But she also lays out a
detailed vision of what we need to know, what we
need to do, and who are the people around the globe
in movement toward a world of environmental health
and human justice.
I hope you will join me in studying together.
Knowledge gives us power. We need it. With it, we

humans can make all the difference.
The two main texts will be Klein’s This Changes
Everything and Elizabeth Kolbert’s The Sixth Extinction.
We’ll also read shorter pieces from Jewish tradition,
especially from Arthur Waskow’s book Torah of the
Earth, and pieces from other faith traditions, including
sections of the Pope’s encyclical on climate change.
We'll have study questions, structured discussion, and
snacks.
Dates: October 5, November 2, December 7, January
4, February 1, March 7 (first Monday of each month)
Time: 7:00-9:00 pm. Location: At Kehilla, room tba
Cost: $60 if paid by September 25, after that date $70.
Funds will be available to help pay for books if needed.

Exploring Jewish?
Learning * Reflection * Adult Bar/Bat Mitzvah * Conversion *
If you’ve been thinking about giving your interest in Jewish experience more focused attention,
Kehilla would like to encourage, and help support your effort. However you define what “Jewish” (or
“Kehillian”) experience means to you, there are opportunities to explore and enrich that part of your
life. You may have a desire to study toward a bar/bat mitzvah ceremony, or a conversion, or just to give
yourself the gift of deeper personal exploration.
We invite you to a 6-month commitment starting at the High Holy Days. Those interested will choose
among a variety of experiences: classes (Hebrew included), groups, partnered study (chevruta), solo
study, personal reflection and exploration of mitzvot and the spiritual underpinnings of social action.
Some participants will identify a concrete goal; others will just see what develops.
If this intrigues you, please respond (“I’m curious” is a sufficient response, more is welcome)
toexperience@kehillasynagogue.org . No commitment now—let’s talk!
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Report Back on Israel/Palestine Survey
[continued from page 1]
One State/Two States: Kehilla members include those
who favor a two-state resolution to the conflict and
those who favor a single secular state. The survey
comments show a unity within this diversity because,
whether one-state or two-states, each approach was
expressed as a concern for self-determination and full
civil and human rights for all who live in
Israel/Palestine. The differences only reflected what
each respondent believed to be the best way to
achieve these ends. No one supported a single-Jewishstate outcome.

that “advocate for, or endorse, undermining the
legitimacy of Israel” especially any activity that
included programming that could be interpreted as
promoting BDS whether whole or in part, or
programming co-sponsored by groups that favored
BDS. Our survey revealed a consensus in the
congregation to the contrary. While Kehilla members
are divided over BDS as a tactic, the survey indicates a
strong consensus that Kehilla should not exclude the
expression of opinions that advocate non-violent
tactics in opposition to the occupation. The survey
answers revealed that in Kehilla, we are in full
agreement that our synagogue, and the Jewish
community, must be places of open dialogue. The
responses and comments support the idea that
community cohesiveness does not depend on full
agreement on these issues, but that such cohesiveness
depends upon safety to express one’s thoughts
respectfully, and upon each person taking
responsibility to listen compassionately to the thoughts
of others.

Differences About Opposition: Some members of
Kehilla feel that it is not our congregation’s role to
express our disagreement with Israeli policies inasmuch
as we are removed from the arena of conflict. Many
expressed to the contrary that it is our responsibility to
speak up either because of the Jewish value to not
stand idly by when people are being oppressed, and/or
because we are involved as fellow-Jews, and/or as
world citizens affected by global instability, and/or as
U.S. taxpayers.
Some of us favor personal or institutional adherence
to some form of boycotting, divesting or sanctioning
(“BDS”) in some degree in regard to Israel or to its
settlement policies. Some of us oppose such tactics as
ineffective or counter-effective in ending the
occupation. Thus, there is near-unanimity against
perpetual occupation, and clear disagreement over
strategies to oppose it.

Religious Freedom: Responses generally reflected
support for religious freedom in Israel and Palestine for
Jews, Muslims, Christians, Druze, atheists and all
others. The responses were consistent in support of a
separation of state authority from religious authority,
e.g., that rabbinic interpretations of halakha should
have no authority over one’s civil or marital status. The
responses affirmed the freedom to engage in one’s
religious or spiritual practice, at least to the extent that
such practice does not limit the civil rights of others.

Open Synagogue: In 2010, the Jewish Community
Relations Council of San Francisco passed guidelines
which excluded funding for organizations or activities

All Kehilla Congregants Deserve A Safe Home
If you or anyone in your home is experiencing:
 Child abuse  Elder abuse  Dependent adult abuse  Teen dating violence
 Intimate partner violence (domestic violence)
The Kehilla Committee Against Abuse (CAA), working alongside the Spiritual Life Practices Committee (SLPC), is
here to help you become or remain safe.
If you are experiencing any kind of abuse, please call: Steven Falk, long-time Kehilla member, at (510) 708-0517;
Julie Patrusky, experienced domestic violence counselor and long-time Kehilla member, at (510) 528-0299; or Rabbi
David at (510) 547-2424 x103.
Call the Shalom Bayit (Peace in the Home) helpline for counseling and advocacy for teen dating violence and
domestic violence issues at: (866) SHALOM-7 (742-5667) toll-free within the Bay Area or (510) 451-7233 (SAFE)
outside the Bay Area.
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Thinking About the Next Generation? We Are!
Making a Life and Legacy pledge is a no-brainer to me because it
doesn't cost me a dime. Yet it ensures that Kehilla will not just
survive for my children, but thrive and blossom for my children's
children and for generations to come. I didn't know I have that much
influence! ~Noam Birbaum
The breadth or our community has many impacts, one of which is
the growth of members committed to leaving their mark for
generations to come. During these days of Awe, please consider
joining the community for members assuring a stable healthy Kehilla
for generations to come.
The Legacy Society of Kehilla includes:
Noam Birnbaum
Laura Boxer
Lynn Bravewomon
Sandy Bredt
Wendy Buffett
Kaia Burkett
Barbara Cohen and Allen Price
Ron Cohen
Shoshana Finacom

Susan Freundlich
Dvora Gordon
Joel Kreisberg
Simone Masson
Irene and David McPhail
Rabbi Dev Noily
Richard Miles and Michele
Roland
Julie Patrusky

Kristina Peterson
Cathy Steirn
Ilana Schatz
Ralph Silber
Hedy Straus
Beth Weinberger
And one anonymous donor

Thank You for Your Generosity
NEW KITCHEN STOVE FUND IN
MEMORY OF JAIME TUCKER

Richard Miles & Michelle Roland

Amy Bat Tzipora with gratitude for
all of the community support

Varya Simpson & Charles
MacDermed

Laura Boxer & Hedy Straus

Julie Nesnansky

Marcia Brooks

Cathy Steirn

Debbie Fier

Bracha & Don Stone

Miriam Joffe-Block

Andrea Gilbert

Laurel Zien & David Levine

Flossie Lewis

Sue Goldberg

RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND

Linda & Arnold Selby in honor of
the Bar Mitzvah of Jonah Paley
Ifcher

Belinda Jackson

GENERAL FUND
Jeanne Finberg in honor of Rabbi
Dev Noily
Laurie Grossman & David Wright
for Chai Shabbat kiddush in
memory of Laurie’s grandfather,
Aaron Feinstein, and her dad, Ivan
Grossman

Miriam Zamora-Kantor in honor of
Joseph & Rita Sklar

Ilana Schatz & David Lingren

Laurel Zien & David Levine

Deborah H. Kelly
Ruth & Jay Koch

RETREAT FUND

Eric & Abi Mehrholz

Barbara Cohen & Allen Price
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Thank You from Jennifer Tucker
+

I would like to extend my gratitude and appreciation to Rabbi Burt, Rabbi
David, Rabbi Dev, Hazzan (Cousin) Shulamit, Debbie Fier, Julie Nesnansky,
Beth Dickinson, Josef Straub, and the Kehilla community for all the prayers,
donations, spiritual guidance, meals, visits, emails, cards, calls, deliveries,
laundry, and above and beyond support to me and Jaime during Jaime’s illness
and passing, and beyond. All of these things helped me to remain present and
journey through this transition.
I am so thankful to have Kehilla as my community.
Forever in your debt,
Jennifer Tucker

Kehilla Community Synagogue
Please use the following number for all staff: (510) 547-2424
Ext.
Community Rabbi, David J. Cooper,
Rabbidavid@kehillasynagogue.org
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Associate Rabbi & School Director, Rabbi Dev Noily
RabbiDev@kehillasynagogue.org
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Executive Director, Michael Saxe-Taller
Michael@kehillasynagogue.org
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Managing Director, Beth Bittle
Beth@kehillasynagogue.org
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Ext.
School Assistant & Administrative
Assistant, Natalie Boskin
Natalie@kehillasynagogue.org
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Bookkeeper, Molly Melamed
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Events Line:
Fax: (510) 547-2442
Chevra Kadisha:
Jane Hoberman: 510-843-6047

Hazzan Shulamit Wise Fairman
Shulamit@kehillasynagogue.org

Committee Against Abuse:

Bar/Bat Mitvzah Program Director, Sandra Razeili
Sandra@kehillasynagogue.org
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Steven Falk: 510-339-0517
Spiritual Life Practices Committee CoChairs: Don Stone & Shoshana
Finacom
Spirituallife@kehillasynagogue.org

Founding Rabbi, Burt Jacobson (510) 283-5704
RabBurt@earthlink.net
Communications Coordinator, Sasha Gottfried
Sasha@kehillasynagogue.org
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Mon., Sept. 7. Labor Day. Kehilla offices closed.

Kehilla Community Synagogue
1300 Grand Avenue (at Fairview)
Piedmont, CA 94610
(510) 547-2424

Tues., Sept. 8, 1:45pm. Yoga Class with Sandra Razieli.
Fireside Room.
Tues., Sept. 8, 7pm. Book Discussion Group. We will
discuss All the Light We Cannot See by Anthony Doerr.
NOTE: SPECIAL DATE this month due to Labor Day.
Fireside Room. (See p.9 for details)

Please come fragrance-free to all Kehilla events,
for the health of people with respiratory conditions and
chemical sensitivities.

www.KehillaSynagogue.org

Wed., Sept. 9, 8-8:30am. Morning Meditation Sit with
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room (Enter through the
Patio entrance on Fairview).

September 2015
Tues., Sept. 1. No Yoga Class.

Wed., Sept. 9, 7pm. Economic Justice Committee
Meeting. Fireside Room.

Wed., Sept. 2, 8-8:30am. Morning Meditation Sit with
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room (enter through the
Patio entrance on Fairview).

Thurs., Sept. 10, 4-6pm. Kehilla School. Kehilla Beit
Sefer.

Thurs., Sept. 3, 6pm. Greening Commitee Meeting.
Buber Room.

Thurs., Sept. 10, 4-6pm. Drop-in Torah Study and
Discussion Group. Everyone is welcome and
appreciated! Besht Lounge. Free.

Thurs., Sept. 3, 6:30pm. Spiritual Life Practices
Meeting. Fireside Room.

Fri., Sept. 11, 6:30pm. BBM Class 2016 Group
Chavurah Shabbat For the Whole Family. A
vegetarian potluck dinner and Shabbat celebration

Fri. Sept. 4, 6:00 or 7:30pm. Kabbalat Shabbat With A
Welcome to New & Prospective Members with Hazzan
Shulamit, Julie Nesnansky and Debbie Fier. New
members, current members, families and children join
us to light candles and share a potluck Shabbat dinner
(so bring a dish to share) and then join us for the
service. For the Kiddush, bring some veggie finger-food
to share.
 6:00pm Arrive in the Social Hall
 6:15pm Welcome, Shabbat Table Blessings and
Dinner
 7:30pm Kabbalat Shabbat/Ma’ariv Services in the
Sanctuary
 9:15pm Oneg/Kiddush follows.

Sat., Sept. 12, 10:30am. Shabbat Morning Service with
Rabbi David, Julie Nesnansky and guest teacher in
observance of Labor on the Bima. This is an annual
event (where, in churches, it is Labor in the Pulpit). As
part of the Torah service, a worker or organizer will join
us and take a few minutes to speak of an issue or
experience of workers at this time. The Torah
discussion will focus on just four sentences in Parashat
Nitzavim (Deuteronomy 30:11-14) where we will
consider what it teaches concerning what we mean
when we say “Torah.” At Kehilla. Kiddush to follow.
Bring finger food to share.
Sat., Sept. 12, 12pm. Oneg – Social Gathering. Feel free
to come for the oneg even if you can’t make it for the
service. If you can, bring veggie finger-food to share.

Fri. Sept. 4, 9pm. Oneg – Social Gathering. Our services
are followed by a Kiddush Oneg. Feel free to come for
the oneg even if you can’t make it for the service.
Please bring veggie finger-food to share.

Sun., Sept. 13, 6:30pm. Erev Rosh Hashanah services at
Scottish Rites Center, 1547 Lakeside Drive, Oakland, for
both grown ups and children start at 6:30. Sermon by
Rabbi Dev. Grown-up service led by Kehilla’s clergy &
spiritual leaders. Tot service with Jen Miriam and Alon
Altman. For babies & children up to age 5 and their
grown-ups.

Sat., Sept. 5, NO SERVICE this morning!! Join us this
evening for our Selichot Service.
Sat., Sept. 5, 7:30/8:00pm. Selichot Evening Service:
We invite you to join us for an inspiring candlelit
evening of inward preparation for the High Holyday
season. The entire High Holyday leadership team will
be present with congregants, to begin the journey of
teshuvah—turning toward and renewing our
connection with our highest ideals.7:30pm social hour.
The service starts at 8:00pm. (See p. 5 for details.)

Mon., Sept. 14, Rosh Hashanah services. SERVICES
WILL END before 12:45!! at Scottish Rites Center, 1547
Lakeside Drive, Oakland, Our service leaders are
determined to keep the service short enough to end in
time for tashlich and lunch at a reasonable hour.
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8:30 – 9:00am, Silent Meditation Space - 3rd Floor
9:15am – 12:30pm, Main Rosh Hashanah Morning
Service, beginning with Ketzev Kehilla percussion, with
Kehilla’s Spiritual Leaders, Hazzan Shulamit and our
Musical Prayer Leaders.
10:00 – 11:15am. Family and Youth Service with Rabbi
Dev Noily, Sandra Razieli and Musical Prayer Leader
Beth Dickinson and surprise guests! All ages of children,
teens and adults.
12:45-12:55pm, Tashlich at Lake Merritt (across the
street from services) with Rabbi David

Tues., Sept. 22, 6:30pm. Kol Nidre Service (for adults)
at Scottish Rite Center, 1547 Lakeside Drive, Oakland.
Judaism’s most cherished prayer sung once a year, Kol
Nidre, kicks off a day of collective introspection.
Sermon by Rabbi David.
Tues., Sept. 22, 6:30pm. Family Kol Nidre Service (for
children and family) at Kehilla, 1300 Grand Avenue,
Piedmont , ed by Rabbi Dev Noily & Lior Ben-Hur.
Geared toward children ages 6-12. Children of all ages
and adults welcome.
Wed., Sept. 23. Yom Kippur Morning Services
at Scottish Rite Center, 1547 Lakeside Drive, Oakland
8:30am- 9:00am, Silent Meditation Space
9:15am-1:30pm Main Yom Kippur Morning Service
10:00am- 11:00am Youth Services (6th - 8th grades)
10:30am- 11:30am Celebration for Toddlers & Young
Kids with Jen Miriam and Alon Altman. Geared for
babies and children up to age 5 and their grown-ups

Mon., Sept. 14, 6pm: Glitter Kehilla at Lake Merritt.
We will meet for dinner and Taslich at Lake Merritt.
Join us to welcome in the new year with fabulous
company! At 17th St. and Lakeside Dr. on the grassy
knoll. This area is one block north of the Scottish Rite
Center and less than one mile from 19th St. BART.
Bring a vegetarian dish to share; we'll eat at 6, meet
new friends, enjoy the almost-setting sun and do a
short Tashlich ritual around 7pm. Bring your friends!

Wed., Sept. 23. Yom Kippur Afternoon/Evening
Services & Activities at Kehilla, 1300 Grand Avenue,
Piedmont
 2:00- 4:30pm Drop off potluck offerings at Kehilla
(or bring them at 7:45pm)
 2:30-3:30 pm Workshops
 4:30 pm Yizkor (Remembrance of those who died)
 5:15 pm Healing Service & Dukhanen (Priestly
blessings)
 6:30 pm Ne’ila (Closing the Gates)
 8:00pm-9:30pm Community Pot Luck Break-Fast
at Kehilla
Please bring a vegetarian main dish to share. Food can
be dropped off at Kehilla between 2:00 & 4:30 p.m., or
at 7:45 p.m.

Tues., Sept. 15, 9:30am-12:30pm. Second Day Rosh
Hashanah Services at Kehilla, 1300 Grand Avenue,
Piedmont, with Rabbi Chaya Gusfield and Eve Decker.
Kehilla Sanctuary. Receive the replenishment of
contemplative song, story, and silence. Rabbi Chaya
Gusfield and Buddhist teacher and musician Eve Decker
use the beautiful complement of Jewish and Buddhist
teachings, music, and spiritual practices to delve deeply
into the essence of this holy day. A more intimate
service for the second day.
Wed., Sept. 16, 8-8:30am. Morning Meditation Sit with
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room (enter through the
Patio entrance on Fairview).

Fri., Sept. 25. Tot Shabbat cancelled this month.

Sat., Sept. 19, 10:30am. Shabbat Shuvah Service at
Kehilla, 1300 Grand Avenue, Piedmont. Join Howard
Hamburger and Julie Nesnansky for the special Shabbat
service situated within the Ten Days of Awe. We take
the themes of the High Holydays and we explore them
in the context of Shabbat in a smaller service context.
At Kehilla. Kiddush sponsored by Beth Weinberger in
memory of her mother, Frieda Weinberger, and by
Amy Bat Tzipora in memory of her beloved Bubbies,
Zaydies, mother and father.

Sat., Sept. 26, 10:30am. Shabbat Service, Rabbi David
& Beth Dickinson. In the parasha Haazinu at
Deuteronomy 32:44-52, Moses concludes a poem/song
and turns to face his death and the reality that he will
not make it into the promised land. All of us are mortal;
most of us will not finish all that we seek to do before
we pass on. We are all Moses. This is worth
contemplating together as we emerge from the Days of
Awe. Kiddush to follow. Bring finger food to share.

Sat., Sept. 19, 12pm. Oneg – Social Gathering. Feel free
to come for the oneg even if you can’t make it for the
service.

Sat., Sept. 26, 12pm. Oneg – Social Gathering. Feel free
to come for the oneg even if you can’t make it for the
service. If you can, bring veggie finger-food to share.

Sun., Sept. 20, 2pm. Yoga for Renewal: Rooted in
Jewish Mystical Teaching. With Julie Emden of Jewish
LearningWorks. Co-sponsored by Kehilla. At 4th Street
Yoga, 1809 4th St., Berkeley. (See p. 6 for details.)

Sat., Sept. 26, 3-5pm. Saturday Afternoon Teaching:
An Overview of Mitzvot. With Rabbi Burt. $18 for
members, $24 general public. Minimum of 10
participants or class will be cancelled. Fireside Room.
(See p. 12 for details.)
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Sun., Sept. 27, 8:15am-4pm. BBM Class 2016 Ropes
Course at Fort Miley.

Mon., Oct. 5, Simchat Torah Celebration at Chochmat
HaLev 2215 Prince St., Berkeley at Fulton.
Join with all the Bay Area Renewal communities for a
night of sacred and ecstastic dancing to live music and
special Torah chanting to celebrate the conclusion of
our High Holy Day journey.
 6:00pm Special Kids Celebration with Jen Miriam
and Alon Altman, dance and sing around the Torah
with puppets, music and friends
 6:30pm Vegetarian potluck dinner
 7:00 pm Maariv, Dancing and Torah service with
the Shirat HaLev Musicians
 9:30 pm- Kiddush and refreshments

Sun., Sept. 27, 10:30am. “I Never Knew Hebrew Could
Be So Much Fun” class. Taught by Bracha Stone. At
private home. See p. 13 for details.)
Sun., Sept. 27, 5-9pm. Oakland Community
Organizations (OCO) 38th Anniversary Celebration &
Fundraiser. At Ascension Greek Orthodox
Cathedral,4700 Lincoln Avenue, Oakland. (See p.7 )
Tues., Sept. 29, 1:45pm. Yoga Class with Sandra Razieli.
Fireside Room.
Tues., Sept. 29, 6:45pm. (Dinner at 6:15) Board of
Trustees Meeting. All are welcome. Emma Goldman
Room.

Tues., Oct. 6. Kehilla offices closed.
Tues., Oct. 6. No Yoga Class.

Wed., Sept. 30, 8-8:30am. Morning Meditation Sit with
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room (Enter through the
Patio entrance on Fairview).

Tues., Oct. 6, 7:30pm. Middle East Peace Committee
Meeting. Fireside Room.
Wed., Oct. 7, 8-8:30am. Morning Meditation Sit with
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room (enter through the
Patio entrance on Fairview).

October 2015
Thurs., Oct. 1, 6:30pm. Spiritual Life Practices
Meeting. Fireside Room.

Thurs., Oct. 8, 4-6pm. Kehilla School. Kehilla Beit
Sefer.

Fri., Oct. 2, 6:30pm, Sukkot Shabbat Friday Evening
Potluck in the Sukkah. Bring the whole family and join
us for a Sukkot potluck veggie dinner in the Sukkah
(and/or Social Hall). (See p. 7 for details.)

Thurs., Oct. 8, 4-6pm. Drop-in Torah Study and
Discussion Group. Everyone is welcome and
appreciated! Besht Lounge. Free.
Sat., Oct. 10, 10:30am. Shabbat Morning Service with
Sharon Grodin and Julie Nesnansky. This Shabbat we
return again to the very beginning of the
Torah, Bereishit 4:1-12. The story of Cain and Abel
includes a famous ethical question and some obscure
strategic advice about impulse control; a great place to
begin thinking about the coming year. We will relax
into Shabbat with a service of song and meditation. The
Torah will be chanted by Julie Litwin, Shoshana
Finacom, and Sharon Grodin. In the Fireside Room at
Kehilla. Kiddush to follow. Bring finger-food to share.

Oct. 3, 10:30am. Sukkot Shabbat and New Member
Welcome – Appropriate for everyone in the family. Join
Rabbi David & Julie Nesnansky as we celebrate Sukkot
and Kehilla’s new members with a joyous musical
service and procession with lulav followed by Kiddush
in the sukkah. Bring veggy finger food to share.
Sat., Oct. 3, 12pm, Oneg – Social Gathering. Feel free
to come for the oneg in the sukkah even if you can’t
make it for the service. If you can, bring veggie fingerfood to share.

Sat., Oct. 10, 12pm. Oneg – Social Gathering. Feel free
to come for the oneg in the sukkah even if you can’t
make it for the service. If you can, bring veggie fingerfood to share.

Sat., Oct. 3, 7pm. Wrestling Jerusalem Performance &
Film Shoot. Co-sponsored by Kehilla. Marines
Memorial Theatre, (609 Sutter St. SF). Followed by
interfaith panel discussion. (See announcement, p. 7.)

Sat., Oct. 10, 3-5pm. Saturday Afternoon Teaching: An
Overview of Kashrut. With Rabbi David. $18 for
members, $24 general public. Minimum of 10
participants or class will be cancelled. Fireside Room.
(See p. 12 for details.)

Sun., Oct. 4, 10:30am. “I Never Knew Hebrew Could Be
So Much Fun” class. Taught by Bracha Stone. At private
home. See p. 13 for details.)
Sun., Oct. 4, 11am-1pm. Neighborhood Brunches. If
you have ever wanted to find out more about the
Kehilla members in your neighborhood and to make
connections in your local village - come to a Kehilla
Neighborhood Brunch! (See announcement, p. 8.)

Mon., Oct. 12, 7pm. Book Discussion Group. We will
discuss Petropolis by Anya Ulnich. Fireside Room. (See
p. 9 for details.)
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Mon., Oct. 12, 7pm. Tackling Climate Change &
Environmental Justice: A Study Group with Barbara
Haber. (See p. 14 for more information.)

bring a vegetarian potluck dish to share if you can.
Fireside Room.

Mon., Oct. 5, 7pm. Jewish Tastes from “Cooking
Round the World”: Kreplach, Kugel & Knishes. Taught
by Victoria Bloedau. Kehilla Kitchen. (See p. 14 for
more information.)

Sat., Oct. 24, 10am. Shabbat Service with Josiah RaffelSmith becoming Bar Mitzvah. Join Sandra Razieli,
Elizheva Hurvich, Hazzan Shulamit and Debbie Fier, as
we celebrate Shabbat and Josiah’s simcha. Kiddush
provided by Josiah’s parents, Lisa Raffel & Scott Smith.

Tues., Oct. 13, 1:45pm. Yoga Class with Sandra Razieli.
Fireside Room.

Sat., Oct. 24, 7pm. Jewish Poets: Phil Terman &
Melissa Stein. Fireside Room. (See p. 11 for details.)

Tues., Oct. 14, 7:30pm. Middle East Peace Committee
Meeting. Fireside Room.

Sun., Oct. 25, 2:30-5pm. BBM Class 2016 Workshop I:
Nuts and Bolts Workshop for Parents Presented by
former Bar/Bat Mitzvah Parents. Interactive discussion
with Shalom Bayit for Students optional but highly
recommended.

Wed., Oct. 14, 8-8:30am. Morning Meditation Sit with
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room (Enter through the
Patio entrance on Fairview).
Thurs., Oct. 15, 4-6pm. Kehilla School. Kehilla Beit
Sefer.

Mon., Oct. 26, 7pm. Guard My Lips: The Torah of the
Holy Power of Speech. Taught by Rabbi Dev. Fireside
Room. (See p. 11 for more information.)

Thurs., Oct. 15, 4-6pm. Drop-in Torah Study and
Discussion Group. Everyone is welcome and
appreciated! Besht Lounge. Free.

Mon., Oct. 26, 7pm. The Jewish Wisdom of Jesus.
Taught by Rabbi Burt. A one-session class. (See p. 12)

Fri., Oct. 16, 7:30pm. NO Kabbalat Shabbat!

Tues., Oct. 27, 1:45pm. Yoga Class with Sandra Razieli.
Fireside Room.

Sat., Oct. 17, 10am. Shabbat Service with Jonah
Haddad Silk becoming Bar Mitzvah. Join Sandra Razieli,
Rabbi Carol Caine, Julie Nesnansky and Debbie Fier, as
we celebrate Shabbat and Jonah’s simcha. Kiddush
provided by Jonah’s parents, Monica Haddad & Tim
Silk.

Tues., Oct. 27, 6:45pm. (Dinner at 6:15) Board of
Trustees Meeting. All are welcome. Emma Goldman
Room.
Wed., Oct. 28, 8-8:30am. Morning Meditation Sit with
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room (enter through the
Patio entrance on Fairview).

Mon., Oct. 19, 7pm. Guard My Lips: The Torah of the
Holy Power of Speech. Taught by Rabbi Dev. Fireside
Room. (See p. 11 for more information.)

Thurs., Oct. 29, 4-6pm. Kehilla School. Kehilla Beit
Sefer.

Tues., Oct. 20, 1:45pm. Yoga Class with Sandra Razieli.
Fireside Room.

Thurs., Oct. 29, 4-6pm. Drop-in Torah Study and
Discussion Group. Everyone is welcome and
appreciated! Besht Lounge. Free.

Wed., Oct. 21, 8-8:30am. Morning Meditation Sit with
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room (Enter through the
Patio entrance on Fairview).

Sat., Oct. 31, 10:30am. Shabbat Morning Service with
Rabbi David and Beth Dickinson. Parasha Va-Yeyra
(Genesis 18:-22:24) contains seven different narratives
about Abraham, Sarah and Lot. Each of them
fascinating and problematic such as the Binding of
Isaac, and Sodom & Gomorrah. After a briefer prayer
segment, we will spend the bulk of our time focusing
on the stories. Kiddush to follow. Bring veggy finger
food to share.

Wed., Oct. 21, 7pm. Economic Justice Committee
Meeting. Fireside Room.
Thurs., Oct. 22, 4-6pm. Kehilla School. Kehilla Beit
Sefer.
Thurs., Oct. 22, 4-6pm. Drop-in Torah Study and
Discussion Group. Everyone is welcome and
appreciated! Besht Lounge. Free.

Sat., Oct. 31, 12pm. Oneg – Social Gathering. Feel free
to come for the oneg in the sukkah even if you can’t
make it for the service. If you can, bring veggie fingerfood to share.

Fri., Oct. 23, 6:30pm. Tot Shabbat For children up to 5
years old and their grown-ups. Led by Jen Miriam
Kantor, Alon Altman and Jen’s puppet friends. Please
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