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Mourning the Dream
on Tisha B-Av
The Holiday of Lamentations:

Kehilla Partners With the Center
for Jewish Non-Violence

Saturday, August 13, 6:30pm

For almost three decades, Kehilla’s Middle East
Peace Committee has focused on educating our
congregation about issues related to the
Israeli/Palestinian conflict. We plan to continue to
engage in this vital work, and recently we launched a
new project that will allow our congregation to have a
supportive relationship with a progressive organization
working for justice in Israel/Palestine. We are
developing a partnership with the Center for Jewish
Non-Violence, founded by Ilana Sumka in 2015.

by Rabbi Burt Jacobson

by Rabbi David J. Cooper & Rabbi Burt Jacobson
During the last years, especially during the
Netanyahu administration, big steps have been taken
that are increasingly making an independent
Palestinian state less and less possible. That failure can
mean many more years of suffering and an absence of
justice for Palestinians. And without justice, there will
be no real peace for Israelis.

Ilana Sumka recently spent five years serving as CoExecutive Director of Encounters in Jerusalem where
she built one of the most respected organizations
addressing the Israeli/Palestinian conflict. She
previously worked at American Jewish World Service
and has served as a nonpartisan international election
monitor in Bosnia and Albania.

We need to grieve and lament our thwarted dreams
for a resolution that would encompass human and civil
rights for all the people between the sea and the river
Jordan.
We still have our hopes for an eventual resolution,
but we also have feelings of despair. And if we do not
admit to these feelings and if we do not voice them,
they could swallow up our hopes and prevent us from
any action.

Ilana started the Center for Jewish Non-Violence in
order to involve Diaspora Jews in actions to end the
occupation. The Center honors the full equality and
shared humanity of Israelis and Palestinians and
supports Palestinian nonviolence. It does not take a
stand with regard to either Boycott Divestment or
Sanctions (BDS) or a single or two-state solution to the
conflict.

There actually is a Jewish holiday for going into
one’s grief and lamentation over the brokenness of the
world. It is Tisha B-Av, a holiday without a name; it
means simply “the ninth day of the month of Av.” We,
Rabbis Burt and David, along with the Middle East
Peace Committee, want a Tisha B-Av commemoration
at Kehilla this year to enable us to express our despair,
but also our hopes, and perhaps to enable each of us to
consider ways to contribute to the efforts of bringing
healing, justice and peace to the peoples there. And
Tisha B-Av is the perfect spiritual vehicle for helping us
move from despair to hope to action.

We first heard about the Center from Nikki Sachs, a
Kehilla member who serves on the MEPC. Nikki
travelled to Israel/Palestine in 2014 in order to work
with the Center’s project of replanting trees in
Palestine.
As a partner with the Center, Kehilla will act as its
West Coast base. Members of the MEPC will raise
monies to help fund the Internship Program, which
trains individuals in the use of non-violent action to
end the occupation. We are planning to offer one or
more scholarships a year for young adults who wish to
journey to Israel/Palestine to engage in non-violent
direct action. We hope to find young adults in Kehilla
who will want to take advantage of this program.

According to the tradition, both the ancient first and
second Jerusalem temples were destroyed on Tisha BAv. Other calamities fell on that day such as the
expulsion of Jews from Spain in 1492. We could
consider of the 9th of Av in regard to the 9th of August,
the day Nagasaki fell to nuclear attack.
Tisha B-Av is a sort of upside-down Chanukah.
During the winter holiday we celebrate our hopes and
during the summer holiday we admit our despairs.

[continued on p. 9.]

[continued on p. 9.]
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Executively Speaking: Kehilla Staff Transitions
by Michael Saxe-Taller, Executive Director
When I was learning about Kehilla in
preparation for my job interview, a
friend (and Kehilla member) talked to
me about the people working at
Kehilla. I remember that she spoke of
them with such appreciation, respect and pride. It is 18
months later and I understand why she spoke as she did.
We have an extraordinary staff and clergy, and they are
one of Kehilla’s most valued resources.
We are blessed with a staff and clergy that is wise,
creative, compassionate and hard-working, and have
been committed to Kehilla for a long time. After 30
years, Founding Rabbi, Burt Jacobson continues to be
one of our Spiritual Leaders. Rabbi David Cooper and
Communications Coordinator Sasha Gottfried have each
been serving the community for almost two decades.
Sandra Razieli has been guiding our Bar/Bat Mitzvah
program for almost 15 years. Custodian Josef Straub was
been caring for our building from the moment we
bought it in 2004. And Hazzan Shulamit Fairman recently
completed her first decade of leading Kehilla in prayer
and song. This type of longevity and commitment is
uncommon in many Jewish communities, and we are
lucky to have such dedicated employees.



As of July 1, Rabbi David and Rabbi Dev have
become Co-Rabbis, sharing senior rabbinic
leadership for the year 2016-2017.



Rabbi Dev is continuing as Director of Kehilla
School for this year and will receive additional
administrative help from Natalie Boskin, who is
moving from her role as School Assistant into a
new role as Youth Programs Coordinator. We
will begin a search for a new School Director this
winter.



There is a transition in our Bar and Bat Mitzvah
Program, as well. Natalie Boskin will also be
taking over much of the day-to-day
administration of the program, and BBM
Director Sandra Razieli will continue to skillfully
oversee the program, though she will be scaling
back her hours.



Our bookkeeper, Molly Melamed, who has been
expertly keeping our financial house in order for
several years, has transitioned from being a
contract employee to being on payroll as a fullfledged Kehilla employee.

I know that, to a person, our staff loves working at
Kehilla and we are all looking forward to another
productive and meaningful year of community.

I am happy to report that our whole staff and clergy
are returning in this new fiscal year. As you know, we are
in a period of transition and with that, we do have some
staffing changes which I want to keep you up-to-date
about.

It's Membership Renewal Time!
It is time again for you to renew your annual Kehilla dues pledge, and for school families to register for Kehilla
School.
We are excited to have a new membership renewal and registration form, a result of another one of our
year’s major accomplishments - a new, upgraded database. We now have one form that is used for membership
renewals, new memberships and religious school registrations. The form will combine all fees and allow you to
set up a payment plan. We will also be able to automatically update your contact information into the database.
We strongly encourage everyone to renew their membership electronically. If you need a paper registration
form, please contact Sasha Gottfried at 510-547-2424 x100 or Sasha@kehillasynagogue.org
You have recently received a letter and a couple of emails outlining the renewal/registration process. You can
access the renewal/registration form by going to the to the Kehilla website or to the link in the renewal emails.
We deeply appreciate your membership in this community and look forward to another year together!
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Tour of U.C. Berkeley’s
Deforested Site 29
Sunday, August 7, 4pm
Sponsored by the Greening Committee
About eight years ago, thousands of eucalyptus
trees were cut en masse on land owned by U.C.
Berkeley in Claremont Canyon. Redwood trees were
planted in their place in the unrealized hope that
“native” vegetation would take hold.
With assistance from the Hills Conservation
Network and the Tree Spirit Project, a tour will be
given of UC Berkeley’s deforested Site 29 and the
forested land immediately across Claremont Avenue
where Eucalypts thrive alongside Bay Laurels and
where birds still sing. See and experience the
difference yourself while you still can. U.C. Berkeley
now plans to destroy the remaining forest starting
Open to all. Site 29 is up Claremont Canyon Road,
1.5 miles above the Claremont Hotel. If you have
questions, please contact Bill Lazarus,
wjlazarus@gmail.com , 510-250-2524.

Artist Reception for Richard Miles
Sunday, August 7, 3:00-6:00pm

Book Discussion Group
All Kehilla members are welcome to join us for our
customary meetings on the second Monday of the month
at 7pm in the Fireside Room.

Monday, August 8, 7pm
Can't We Talk about Something
More Pleasant?
A Memoir
by Roz Chast
In her first memoir, Roz Chast brings her signature wit
to the topic of aging parents. Spanning the last several
years of their lives and told through four-color cartoons,
family photos, and documents, and a narrative as rife
with laughs as it is with tears, Chast's memoir is both
comfort and comic relief for anyone experiencing the lifealtering loss of elderly parents. An amazing portrait of
two lives at their end and an only child coping as best she
can, Can't We Talk about Something More Pleasant will
show the full range of Roz Chast's talent as cartoonist and
storyteller.
For more information, please contact Jan at
jankherzog@gmail.com. Neither of these books are
from the Jewish Library so please look in the library or
obtain from your independent book store.

Fireside Room

Friday Night Peace Walk
with Rabbi David and OCO
Long-time Kehilla members Richard Miles and
Michelle Roland have spent the past 4+ years living in
Tanzania. While Michelle's been working hard running
the CDC program, Richard has been gallivanting about
with a camera. He is excited to present a showing of
the resultant images. As this chapter of their life
comes to a close and before they head off to a new
adventure in Botswana, you are invited to come
explore the Indian Ocean, mystical Zanzibar,
landscapes from the Serengeti and other national
parks, see some of Tanzania's amazing wildlife, and, of
course, its people. Images will be available for sale and
a portion of proceeds supports Kehilla's annual fund.
This image, "One Tree" was taken in the Serengeti,
and is emblematic of the incredible open and empty
plains, where one can look unfettered from horizon to
horizon. Unless one is surrounded by 10,000
wildebeests and zebras during the annual migration,
but that's another story. Richard's show will run
through September 4th. Upstairs Classroom at Kehilla

Friday, August 12, 6:30pm
A growing number of Kehilla people are now walking
with Rabbi David on the Peace Walk. This is an easy
opportunity to really be part of the movement for peace in
our own community, led by Oakland Community
Organizations’ Ceasefire campaign.
Rabbi David has affirmed to OCO that we will try to have
at least ten Kehilla folk join him at these walks for
community peace. The campaign is many-sided, including
the training and mobilization of neighborhood peace
interveners, the retraining of police, and a weekly peace
walk with local congregations to support a “culture of
peace and healing” in neighborhoods at risk. Rabbi David
reports that he has done this about 10 times and it is an
especially nice way to meet people from across the
spectrum of Oakland communities.
Meet inside First Mt. Sinai Church, 1970 86th Ave. For
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Tisha B-Av
Mourning the Dream

Women's Gathering:

Saturday, August 13, 6:30pm

Sunday, August 28 at 10am

A Holiday of Lamentations and Hope
Over Israel/Palestine

at Montclair Presbyterian Church

Jewish, Muslim, Christian

The women of the Faith Trio have organized a
brunch-time gathering for coffee, tea and conversation.

Tisha B-Av (“9th of Av”) is the Jewish holiday for
expressing grief and lamentation over the brokenness of
the world—a holy fast day traditionally to mourn the
destruction of the first and second holy temples in
Jerusalem.

Women are invited from Kehilla, Islamic Cultural
Center and Montclair Presbyterian Church to come and
schmooze with some guided reflection and deepening
friendships.

Rabbis David, Burt and Michael Lerner, and Kehilla’s
Middle East Peace Committee invite people to join them
on Tisha B-Av to grieve and lament – but also to hope – in
regard to peace and justice in Israel/Palestine. We are
lamenting how our hopes have been thwarted, and yet
we still yearn for a resolution of the conflict with justice,
peace and human rights to all the people between the
Sea and the Jordan River.

At Montclair Presbyterian Church
5701 Thornhill Drive, Oakland. (339-1131).
RSVP Peggy Alter (peggy@alterconsulting.net) or at
MPC 339-1131.

The Netanyahu administration has made an
independent Palestinian state less and less possible and
has cracked down on even peaceful protests and
resistance, and it has increased suppression of Israelis
who have worked to support these protests.

Assist in Hanging Kehilla’s High
Holy Days Art Show
Friday, September 2, 1-3pm

We are discouraged, but if we do not admit to these
feelings and if we do not voice them, they could swallow
up our hopes and prevent us from any action.

Have you been looking for a way to become more
engaged in Kehilla but perhaps have limited time?
Here’s an idea.

Join with Kehilla, Beyt Tikkun and others on Saturday
night, August 13 at 6:30pm . We will chant from the Book
of Lamentations and gather in small circles for facilitated
honest expressions of the spectrum of feelings we have
as individuals. We may not all feel the same way, and so
we are creating a safe space to speak what we are feeling
and to compassionately listen to others who may or may
not feel the same as you do. There will be time speaking
of our hopes and of our visions of justice, peace and
resolution. In the Sanctuary.

The Art Gallery Committee is looking for two ablebodied folks to help us hang our upcoming art show
that reflects the High Holy Day’s theme of
“Immigrants. Refugees. Longing. Home.” While we
have a strong curator in place, we could use help
physically hanging the images where the curator
requests. We anticipate the work will take no more
than two hours and you get to be part of creating
beauty and fostering community at Kehilla. What can
be better than that? If interested and available,
please contact the Art Gallery Committee at:
kehillaart@gmail.com. And for those of you who are
interested in assisting in future art shows, but can’t
make this date, please email the committee. Your
participation is greatly welcomed and appreciated.
Thanks.

Mazel Tov
To Joe DeVries on his marriage to
Danielle Saunders on July 17.

In the Fireside Room
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Coming Home: Preparing Our Hearts for the High Holy Days
with
Rabbi Chaya Gusfield &
Buddhist Teacher Eve Decker
Sitting Journaling Singing Praying Learning

Sunday, August 28, 2:30-6pm

Join Rabbi Chaya Gusfield and Buddhist Teacher Eve Decker to prepare our hearts for the High Holy Days.
We bring our hearts together as we reflect on themes of Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur using meditation,
song, writing, and learning.
Buddhist Teacher Eve Decker performs and records original songs based on Buddhist teachings, leads
dharma music singing circles, teaches classes in loving-kindness for self, and presents daylong programs on
dharma and music throughout Northern California. Eve is certified to teach meditation through Spirit Rock
Medication Center and has worked in the Jewish community for many years as a song leader. For more on
Eve see www.evedecker.com
Rabbi Chaya Gusfield has served as a Spiritual Director for individuals, couples, and groups, since 2000 and
was ordained as a rabbi through the Aleph Rabbinic Program. She has a long association with Kehilla
community synagogues as a spiritual leader and is currently working as a chaplain for Kaiser
Oakland/Richmond. She is passionate about engaging in Jewish practices to assist us in our day-to-day
heartbreak, and to celebrate the joys of life.
Cost: Early Registration for members: $36 to Kehilla if received by August 10. $54 after August 10 (and before
August 23). $10 extra for people who are not yet members. All registration must be made in advance by
August 22 so we can anticipate the numbers of attendees and prepare enough materials. "Dana" (generous
free will offering from the heart) will be accepted by the teachers on the day of the retreat. No one turned
away for lack of funds.
To Register: Send check payable to Kehilla or visit the website at www.kehillasynagogue.org and click on
"Learning."
Please refrain from wearing any scented products, in order to make this class accessible for those with
environmental sensitivities.
In the Fireside Room
At Kehilla Community Synagogue, 1300 Grand Avenue, Piedmont
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A Gym for Writers

NEW! Invitation To All Members,
Artists And Writers
in the Kehilla Community

Have you always wanted to explore writing and
other writers, but need a supportive environment
to get the ink going? Here's an open invitation for
all those who'd like to discuss forming a Jewishbased writing group.

The Art Gallery Committee invites all Kehilla members to
submit artwork or framed writing for a show that reflects
the High Holy Days theme of Immigrants. Refugees.
Longing. Home.

The possibilities might include — a place where
we can generate new writing based on prompts
and other self-starters, exchange information
about our favorite Jewish writers and poets, read
together, or something else.

Any piece that you create, or have created in the past,
that in your heart, you think reflects the High Holy Days
theme, will be accepted for the exhibit.
And, for visual work, if you think it would help the
viewer to understand its connection to the theme, please
feel free to write up a little narrative that can accompany
this piece.

If interested, please contact Lenore Weiss at
webcontentlw@gmail.com with "Gym for Writers"
in the subject line. Let me know your interest.
Thanks!

Artwork/writing will be displayed in the Fireside Room,
and if additional space is needed, we will show it in other
areas of our Synagogue. We will make every effort to
display all pieces submitted. However, we can only
accommodate two dimensional pieces, with a maximum
size of approx. 30”x 30.” All work must come ready to
hang with a wire or a hook on the back (including written
pieces). People are welcome to submit more than one
piece, but depending on the response we get, we may not
be able to use more than one.

Please Donate To Help A Kehilla
Accompaniment Team's Family!

Please keep in mind that the Fireside Room is used for
worship by us and others in the community. It is also used
for children’s classes, and as a space for yoga and
meditation. Therefore, we hope to create a show that will
augment these activities. And, of course, we desire work of
artistic quality and integrity.
Please submit images of your work and its size to
kehillaart@gmail.com by August 15, 2016. (The sooner
you can let us know your intent to submit a piece, even if
you don’t yet have an image/writing to share, the better. It
will help the Art Gallery Committee in our planning.) We
look forward to sharing the High Holy Days with you
through this venue.
Thank you for your interest!

Avi, 3, and Brian, 18 months, peer at each other
through a hospital trash can while their immigrant
mom spends time with her 7 year-old daughter
hospitalized for cancer. Consider donating money to
help Kehilla Accompaniment Team 3 provide some
clothing and other necessities to their family.
Send a tax-deductible check to Kehilla with
"NEAT" in the memo line."

The Art Gallery Committee
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"Drumming As Prayer" Class
A Two-Class Series: September 18 & September 21
Taught by Debbie Fier
Kehilla Musical Prayer Leader & “Heartbeat of the Service"
class! We will always learn new rhythms, practice new
exercises and continue building on what we have
previously done.

Drumming is an active form of meditation. It provides
a wonderful way to be present, express yourself and
learn how to drum with a group in sacred community
space. At Kehilla, we are creating an intergenerational
drum group, called Ketzev Kehilla, (the Beats of Kehilla),
and we have been learning some of the rhythms for the
Kehilla melodies and also drumming at our Chai Shabbat
services.

Please refrain from wearing any scented products, in
order to make this class accessible for those with
environmental sensitivities.
All ages and all levels welcome! Please bring a drum
if you have one. If you need a drum for the class, please
email Sasha@kehillasynagogue.org and we will do our
best to provide one. Hand percussion (shakers, claves,
etc.) will be provided.

This is a two-class series. It can be taken as a series
or as individual classes. (However, if you want to
drum at High Holy Days services, you must come to
both classes.)

Dates: Sunday, Sept 18 - 4-5:30 and Wednesday,
Sept 21, 7-8:30 in the Fireside Room.

Those who wish to will have the opportunity to
drum for our High Holy Days services at the Scottish
Rite Center in Oakland. Participants who want to join us
in drumming need to commit to coming to both classes
of the series (exceptions may be made IF you have
taken previous ‘Drumming as Prayer’ classes with
Debbie. In those cases you must come to at least 1
class). If you have taken this class before, and enjoy
drumming in our Kehilla circle, please come to the

Cost: 2-class series: $36 members/ $46 nonmembers; Individual class: $20 members/ $25 nonmembers
Location: Fireside Room
To Register: Send check payable to Kehilla to Kehilla,
1300 Grand Ave., Piedmont, CA 94610, or register
online. (Click on "Adult Education" under "Learning.")

High Holy Days
2016/5777
Selichot: September 24
Rosh Hashanah: October 2-4
Kol Nidre/Yom Kippur: October 11-12
Sukkot: October 16-23
Simchat Torah: October 24
Stay tuned for details!
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A Report Back from the Economic Justice Committee
by Alex Madonik

Kehilla members joined with representatives of
numerous local congregations on Wednesday, July 13th,
to support the University Lutheran Chapel in Berkeley
as it declared a renewal of Sanctuary for immigrant
refugees facing deportations orders from ICE. The
Department of Homeland Security is targeting Central
American children and families for deportation, despite
the acute dangers they face in their home countries
due to gang violence and displacement by
multinational corporations. It should be noted that the
U.S. has withdrawn all Peace Corps volunteers from
Honduras and El Salvador because the security
situation in these countries is not acceptable.

American conflicts of 30 years, ago, and one of the
refugees they welcomed at that time, José Artiga, was
there with us on Wednesday as the director of SHARE
El Salvador, also based at ULC. In fact, his former office
at ULC has been turned into a Sanctuary apartment.
Other congregations reaffirmed their support, and City
Council member Kris Worthington reported that the
City of Berkeley has renewed its support as well.
After the refugee testimonies and words of support
by our faith leaders, we gathered around the baptismal
font as Pastor Jeff invoked a blessing on the
community. Several members of the congregation
carried water and leafy branches down the stairs to the
front door of the church, where blessings from
everyone present were read or displayed on ribbons
held high and then hung over the front entrance. We
hope these inspiring moments were reported widely,
as camera crews representing several major local news
channels were present. This reporter has posted
several brief video segments from the event on
YouTube.

Pastor Jeff Johnson of ULC and Pastor Max Lynn of
St. John’s Presbyterian Church (Berkeley) took turns
promising physical Sanctuary to immigrants, and
offered blessing to several recently-arrived Central
American refugees who in turn told their stories. All
have lost family members to gang violence, and faced
threats before fleeing their homes.
Pastor Jeff recalled that ULC was the first
congregation to declare sanctuary during the Central
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Mourning the Dream on Tisha B-Av

Kehilla Partners With the Center for
Jewish Non-Violence

[continued from p. 1]

[continued from p. 1]

One holiday is about the dedication of the
sanctuary; the other is about the destruction of the
sanctuary.

Plans are being formulated to host speakers
from the CJNV to share their experiences and
knowledge with our community. One such
speaker may be Oriel Eisner, the Director of
Activities for the CJNV. Rabbi David will soon be
initiating a plan to take a group of Kehilla folk to
Israel/Palestine and he will be working with the
CJNV on this.

So we will be joining with Beyt Tikkun and
others this Erev Tisha B-Av on Saturday night,
August 13 at 6:30pm to chant from the Book of
Lamentations and gather in small circles for
facilitated honest expressions of the spectrum of
feelings we are experiencing as individuals. It is not
expected that we all feel the same way, however,
it is not an evening to argue positions. Rather it is
to create a safe space in which to give voice to
what we are feeling and to listen to others who
may or may not feel the same as you do.

Contact the Middle East Peace Committee at
phw1999@yahoo.com if you would like to be
more involved with any of these activities.

And we will also create time for our expressions
of hope, and what our visions are for justice, peace
and resolution.
We will pray, sing, make music, chant,
meditate, talk and listen. Come join us!

Kehilla Members Attend SVARA's Queer Talmud Camp
by Bracha Stone

Kehilla was well represented at Queer Talmud Camp which took place at Walker Creek Ranch July 3rd through 7th.
Rabbi Benay Lappe's remarkable (QUEER) approach to teaching Talmud was amazing to experience!
Fifty-five students, mostly from the Bay Area, assembled for approximately 8 hours a day to do one of the
following:
*dive in for the first time knowing only their aleph-bet;
*sit with the real unvoweled words of the Mishneh and Gemara (and Rashi!!!!) for the first time;
*continue their very deep and established relationship with our ancient teachers, not for the first time by any
stretch.
Did I mention there were NO English translations anywhere to be found? And we all were challenged and thrilled
and eager to return. Think about it! . . . And stay tuned for information about next year's camp! You can learn more
about it here: http://www.svara.org/queer-talmud-camp/.
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On the Origins of Kehilla:
Discovering the Ba'al Shem Tov
by Rabbi Burt Jacobson
Note: This is the fifth of a series of
personal essays on the beginnings of
Kehilla. Each article shares the
origins of one or more of the ideals
and/or values that motivated me to
start Kehilla. The essays are adapted
from the manuscript of the book I am in the process of
completing, tentatively titled There is Only One Love:
The Ba’al Shem Tov in the Modern World.

And then, in 1973, I discovered the last book written
by my teacher, Abraham Joshua Heschel, A Passion for
Truth. Much of the early part of the book focused on
the life and teachings of the Ba’al Shem Tov, the
founder of Hasidism. When Israel Ba’al Shem Tov was
born in 1700, Polish Jewry was disheartened and
dispirited by the massacres they had undergone in
1648. The Ba’al Shem brought a message of healing
and hope, teaching the importance of joy, love and
faith to his people. And he offered a very different
image of God as a compassionate motherly presence
within the world and within the human self.

The image of God that I had formed while I was
growing up derived from the way in which I had
experienced my relation with my parents. When I was a
small child, my mother was often distant and punitive
and my father was absent when I needed him. Thus,
the notion of God I developed during my adolescence
was of a distant, transcendent, omnipotent Being who
held absolute authority over me, told me how to
behave, and judged me. I became a pious, observant
Jew.

Heschel wrote about the Ba’al Shem’s humanity.
“He related to people as if everybody were his equal.
The glory in being human, in being a Jew, enchanted
him. He could discover jewels in every soul, and
wherever he went he sought to foster reconciliation . . .
The Baal Shem made being Jewish a bliss, a continuous
adventure. He gave every Jew a ladder to rise above
himself and his wretched condition.”
One particular passage in the book leapt out at me.

A few years after I entered rabbinical seminary I
began to reject that understanding of God. And then, in
1963, I read Elie Weisel’s powerful memoir, Night,
about his time in Auschwitz. I was completely shaken
and found myself veering between atheism and
agnosticism. It was an extremely painful period of my
life.

At last, the teacher of all Israel appeared, Reb Israel
Baal Shem Tov. He revealed the Divine as present even
in our shabby world, in every little thing, and especially
in man. He made us realize that there was nothing in
man—neither limb nor movement—that did not serve
as vessel or vehicle for the Divine force. No place was
devoid of the Divine. Furthermore, every man in this
world could work deeds that might affect the worlds
above. Most important, attachment to God was
possible, even while carrying out mundane tasks or
making small talk. Thus, unlike the sages of the past,
who delivered discourses about God, the Baal Shem
brought God to every man.
I read this passage again and again. I, too, longed to
be able to see divinity everywhere, to feel God surging
through my limbs, to witness the Presence in my own
consciousness. I wanted to be attached to God while
carrying out mundane tasks or making small talk.
Somehow I knew then that my destiny lay with the
Ba’al Shem Tov.

And then, just a few years later, I experienced
psychedelics for the first time and I was totally blown
away. I could no longer deny the reality of Something
more immense, wondrous and mysterious that
underlies and interpenetrates the material world.
By 1970, five years after my rabbinic ordination, I
realized that the traditional Judaism I had been
practicing, even abetted by years of psychoanalysis and
psychotherapy, had failed to alleviate the rage and
anxiety in my soul that continued to feed the sense of
guilt that had been my companion since childhood. I
began to dream of living without the rigid structure of
Jewish religious discipline, without the ever-present
ghosts of Jewish persecution and the death camps
defining my attitude toward possibility. I dropped out
of the Jewish world and moved to California. I began
searching for a new identity, a sense of self that would
be free of the suffering I had experienced as a Jew.

Years later, as I thought about the synagogue I
wanted to start, I knew that the values I had found in
the life and teachings of the Ba’al Shem Tov would
need to be central to the vision of Kehilla Community
Synagogue: wonder, mystery, compassion, love, joy,
ecstasy and human empowerment.

My sole connection with Judaism during this time
was my study of the writings of the modern Jewish
mystic, Abraham Isaac Kook. Kook’s spiritual world
reminded me of my experiences with LSD.
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Explosion At The Great Retreat Foiled By
Non-Compliant, Alien Bark
An Opinion Piece
by Bill Lazarus
“They didn’t even know if it would start a chain reaction that would move into the atmosphere and
vaporize the joint.” From When did we have Sauerkraut? by Peter & Lou Berryman, a song
pondering uncertainties in defrosting the refrigerator and detonation of the first atomic bomb.

Berkeley, the City of Oakland and the East Bay Regional
Park District. UC, which long has had plans to build more
housing on land in the hills targeted for Eucalypt
catastrophe, hopes to proceed with the devastation this
month even if a lawsuit by the Hills Conservation
Network succeeds in blocking the FEMA funding.

Friday, June 30, Bort Meadow, In the Gloaming —
Time to build a fire that first evening of Kehilla’s Great
Retreat. Riley and I had the task, and were provided a
box of firewood. The smaller pieces were about two
inches in diameter, and dense. No starter there. But no
worries, at least not initially. Near the fire pit was plenty
of dry grass, golden in color. Twigs lay on the ground.
Eucalyptus trees stood nearby.
We piled on grass, twigs and
then dry eucalyptus bark,
knowing that if the lore held true
we would ignite a reaction that
would turn our camp into a giant
fireball, and end the retreat, not
to mention our existence, from
the outset.

The lore also arises in context of chemical industry
drives to persuade us that poisons
must be applied to protect ourselves
from non-native “invasive” species,
like the Eucalyptus, and the
Monterey Pine, which Nativists
contend belong in Monterey, not in
the East Bay. Acacia trees are also
targeted for destruction in their
drive to make our beautiful East Bay
hills pure, poisoned, scorched by the
sun and allegedly firesafe. The
Nativists deem Bay Laurels to be
non-aliens and, thus, ok, even
though the oil content of their
leaves is about twice that of
Eucalyptus leaves, so they burn
brighter, faster and hotter.

The grass ignited quickly, and
the twigs too. Strands of the
Eucalyptus bark caught fire, but
the flames soon died. Anna to
the rescue, providing us with
Fatwood sticks that set all the
wood aflame.
Sure, it could have been
different. Riley, like so many
others, even at his young age,
believed Eucalyptus to be highly
combustible and dangerous —
gasoline trees, as some
detractors like to refer to these foreigners, who
immigrated to our shores 150 years ago. If any part of
the Eucalypts would burst into flames, their dry, dead
bark would seem most likely to explode.

I also had doubts about the danger
of explosion because a day before
the retreat, a brush fire broke out
by Grizzly Peak Boulevard. Dan
Grassetti, director of the Hills
Conservation Network and a resident of Claremont
Canyon, took pictures. The Eucalypts remain standing,
green and tall, a striking contrast to the surrounding
burnt vegetation, just as they survived unscathed in a
fire that swept through the Scripps Ranch subdivision
just north of San Diego in 2003, leaving rubble and
charred remnants of the homes on both sides of a long
street, along with unscathed Eucalypts.

Nonetheless, I had doubts. The exploding tree lore
arises in the context of a long and bitter campaign by
the East Bay Chapter of the Sierra Club and the
Claremont Canyon Conservancy to clearcut hundreds of
thousands of Eucalyptus across the East Bay hills and
poison their root systems for up to 10 years running. It
is lore that has spurred an effort to spend nearly $6
million in Federal Emergency Management Agency
grant funds to destroy Eucalypts on land owned by UC

A few days before the Grizzly Peak blaze, Grassetti
led a tour organized by Kehilla’s Greening Committee,
first of UC Berkeley’s Site 29 in Claremont Canyon,
where thousands of Eucalypts were clearcut and their
root systems poisoned some eight years ago, resulting
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in tall, golden dry grass by Claremont Avenue along with
thistle and French Broom — vegetation ready to
combust in case a careless passenger flicks a cigarette
from the car.
After more than 3,000 Eucalypts were destroyed at
and near Site 29, the Claremont Canyon Conservancy
planted more than 1,000 Redwood seedlings in the
hope that native vegetation would take root. Very few
survived. Conditions just weren’t right in the bright sun
and the parched soil.
Across the road from UC’s Site 29, a hiking trail winds
through a forest of Eucalyptus, which thrives alongside
abundant vegetation, including Bay Laurels. No
monoculture here. In contrast, Site 29 felt dead, dry and
hot. There were no sounds other than planes overhead
and cars passing by. On the trail across Claremont
Avenue, birds were singing. The forest felt alive.
That may soon change. Even if the Hills Conservation
Network succeeds in stopping the use of FEMA funds to
destroy the trees, UC Berkeley intends to use its own
money to cut the Eucalypts down and poison their
roots. Grassetti’s HCN plans to file another lawsuit,
alleging UC’s project violates California environmental
laws which require an in-depth Environmental Impact
Report prior to destruction.
For now, across the road from Site 29, the Eucalypts
still grow, providing shade and moisture, breaking the
wind and reducing the danger of fire, in keeping with
the U.S. Forest Service comments in 2013 on FEMA’s
destruction plan. The Eucalypts also still shed bark. That
doesn’t deter the birdsong.

Come see for yourself. Kehilla’s Greening
Committee has organized another tour on Sunday,
August 7 starting at 4pm of the relatively barren Site 29
and the forest across the road above it. Join us. Site 29
is well marked by a round sign 1.5 miles above the
Claremont Hotel on the downhill side of Claremont
Canyon Avenue. Both Site 29 and the forested hills are
worth a look.
You can also compare the websites of the Hills
Conservation Network and the Tree Spirit Project with
those of the San Francisco Bay Chapter of the Sierra
Club and the Claremont Canyon Conservancy. Or watch
Kehilla’s own Great Eucalyptus Debate, an hour long
forum earlier this year featuring two key opponents,
Grassetti and Norman LaForce, head of the public lands
committee of the area Sierra Club chapter. Pull up the
video at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5wvmsYD3dC4.
Whatever you do, see the results of deforestation
first-hand. Join us on the August 7 tour, and ask your
own questions. The tour is remarkable, combining
elements of ecology, politics, history, psychology, and
the power of myth. You won’t be sorry you took it.
Meanwhile, plan to make it to Kehilla’s coming Great
Retreat 2017. Take fire-pit duty, and see for yourself
whether you can vaporize the joint with carefully placed
Eucalyptus bark and a match.
[Note: While all blame for this spoof is property of Bill
Lazarus alone, Jack Gescheidt, founder of the Tree Spirit
Project and cartoonist, previously captured the essence
of evil Eucalyptus trees, and the terror they inspire.]

A N.Y. Times picture of devastation to homes, but not to the Eucalpyts, at Scripps Ranch.
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Thank you for Your Generosity
To Tova and Robert Vance for their donation to the Annual Fund.
To the following people for their donations for the Shabbat kiddush in honor of Shulamit Wise Fairman:
Natalie Boskin
Susan Freundlich
Sharon Grodin and Howard Rome
Lynn Bravewomon and Annie Kennedy
Paul Kivel
Jay and Ruth Koch
Anna Martin and Loel Solomon
Sherry Novick and Bob Roden
Barbara Petterson and David Lee
Carol Rothman and Scott Ullman
Amy Shutkin and Bob Olken
Don and Bracha Stone

All Congregants Deserve A Safe Home
If you or anyone in your home is experiencing:
>Child abuse
>Elder abuse
>Dependent adult abuse
>Teen dating violence
>Intimate partner violence (domestic violence)
The Kehilla Committee Against Abuse (CAA), working along side the Spiritual Life Practices
Committee (SLPC), is here to help you become or remain safe.
If you are experiencing any kind of abuse, please call: Steven Falk, long-time Kehilla member, at (510)
708-0517; Julie Patrusky, experienced domestic violence counselor and long-time Kehilla member, at
(510) 528-0299; or Rabbi David at (510) 547-2424 x103.
Call the Shalom Bayit (Peace in the Home) helpline for counseling and advocacy for teen dating
violence and domestic violence issues at: (866) SHALOM-7 (742-5667) toll-free within the Bay Area or
(510) 451-7233 (SAFE) outside the Bay Area.
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Kehilla Community Synagogue
1300 Grand Avenue (at Fairview)
Piedmont, CA 94610
(510) 547-2424
Please come fragrance-free to all Kehilla events,
for the health of people with respiratory conditions
and chemical sensitivities.

August 2016
Tues., Aug. 2, 7:30pm. Middle East Peace Committee
Meeting. Back classroom.

Community Organizations’ Ceasefire campaign. Rabbi
David has affirmed to OCO that we will try to have at
least ten Kehilla folk join him at these walks for
community peace.. The campaign is many-sided
including the training and mobilization of
neighborhood peace interveners, the retraining of
police, and a weekly peace walk with local
congregations to support a “culture of peace and
healing” in neighborhoods at risk. Rabbi David reports
that he has done this about 10 times and it is an
especially nice way to meet people from across the
spectrum of Oakland communities.
Meet inside First Mt. Sinai Church, 1970 86th Ave.
For info, call 510-606-5064.

Wed., Aug. 3, 7:50am Morning Meditation Sit with
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room. (Enter through the
Patio entrance on Fairview.) Doors open at 7:50 a.m.,
short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30,
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30.
Wed., Aug. 3, 6:30pm Spiritual Life Practices
Committee Meeting. Fireside Room.
Fri., Aug. 5, 7:30pm Kabbalat Shabbat with Hazzan
Shulamit, Debbie Fier, and Julie Nesnansky. Join us to
light Shabbat candles and for a song-filled and soulful
evening of both spirited and contemplative prayer.
Kiddush sponsored by Shoshana Finacom. Bring veggie
finger-food to share.

Sat., Aug. 13, 10am, Shabbat Service and Anna Myers
becoming Bat Mitzvah with Rabbi Dev, Hazzan
Shulamit, Natalie Boskin, and Jen Miriam Kantor. Join
us as we celebrate Shabbat and Anna’s simcha. Kiddush
provided by Anna’s parents, Michael Myers & Sarah
Carnochan.

Sat., Aug. 6, 10am, Shabbat Service and Hannah
Freedman becoming Bat Mitzvah with Rabbi David,
Beth Dickinson, Rabbi Carol Caine, and Debbie Fier. Join
us as we celebrate Shabbat and Hannah’s simcha.
Kiddush provided by Hannah’s parents, Ori Tzvieli and
Lori Freedman.

Sat., Aug, 13, 6:30pm, Tisha B-Av: Mourning the
Dream. An evening of lamentations and hope over
Israel/Palestine. Tisha B-Av (“9th of Av”) is the Jewish
holiday of fasting for expressing grief and lamentation
over the brokenness of the world. At Kehilla, with Beyt
Tikkun. Bring no food tonight. (See article and
announcement elsewhere this issue.)

Sun., Aug. 7, 4-7pm. Art Reception: The Photography
of Richard Miles. Back classroom. (See p. 3 for details.)
Sun., Aug. 7, 4pm. Tour of U.C. Berkeley’s Deforested
Site 29. Sponsored by Greening Committee. (See p.3
for details.)

Wed., Aug. 17, 7:50am Morning Meditation Sit with
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room. (Enter through the
Patio entrance on Fairview.) Doors open at 7:50 a.m.,
short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30,
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30.

Mon., Aug. 8, 7pm. Book Discussion Group. We will
discuss Can't We Talk about Something More Pleasant?
A Memoir by Roz Chast. Fireside Room. (See p. _ for
details.)
Wed., Aug. 10, 7:50am Morning Meditation Sit with
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room. (Enter through the
Patio entrance on Fairview.) Doors open at 7:50 a.m.,
short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30,
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30.

Wed., Aug. 17, 7pm. Economic Justice Committee
Meeting. Back classroom.
Fri., Aug. 19, NO Kabbalat Shabbat service tonight or
on Sept 2nd. Please join us again for Kabbalat Shabbat
on Sept 16.

Fri., Aug. 12, 6:30pm. Friday Night Peace Walk with
Rabbi David and OCO. A large number of Kehilla
people walked with Rabbi David on July 8th. This is an
easy opportunity to really be part of the movement for
peace in our own community led by Oakland

Sat., Aug. 20, 10am, Shabbat Service and Jacob Robb
celebrating with the community his becoming Bar
Mitzvah with Sharon Grodin, Hazzan Shulamit, and
Elizheva Hurvich. Join us as we celebrate Shabbat and
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Jacob’s simcha. Kiddush provided by Jacob’s parents,
JoAnne & Geoff Robb.

Presbyterian to come and schmooze with some guided
reflection and deepening friendships. Montclair
Presbyterian Church, 5701 Thornhill Drive, Oakland.
(339-1131). RSVP Peggy Alter
(peggy@alterconsulting.net) or at MPC 339-1131.

Tues., Aug. 23, 6:45pm. (Dinner at 6:15) Board of
Trustees Meeting. All are welcome. Fireside Room.
Wed., Aug. 24, 7:50am Morning Meditation Sit with
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room. (Enter through the
Patio entrance on Fairview.) Doors open at 7:50 a.m.,
short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30,
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30.

Sun., Aug.28, 2:30-6pm. Coming Home: Preparing Our
Hearts for the High Holy Days with Rabbi Chaya
Gusfield and Dharma Musician Eve Decker. Fireside
Room. (See p. 5 for details.)

Fri., Aug. 26, 6:30pm, Tot Shabbat, For children up to 5
years old (or older if they enjoy it) and their grown-ups.
Led by Jen Miriam Kantor, Alon Altman and Jen’s
puppet friends. Please bring a vegetarian potluck dish.
In the Social Hall.

Wed., Aug. 31, 7:50am Morning Meditation Sit with
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room. (Enter through the
Patio entrance on Fairview.) Doors open at 7:50 a.m.,
short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30,
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30.

Sat., Aug. 27, 10:30am, Shabbat Service: Join Rabbi
David and Julie Nesnansky for a Shabbat morning
service. We are reading from part of parashat Ekev
(Deut. 8: 6-15) focusing on the post-biblical concept of
gratitude and awe through blessings rather than
sacrifices. How do you do it? This is where in the Torah
it says “Achalta v-savata u-veyrach’ta.” Interested in
leyning? Aliyot are (1) Deut 8:6-9; (2) 8:10-12; (3) 8:1315. Kiddush to follow: bring vegy finger food to share.

Fri., Sept. 2, NO Kabbalat Shabbat service tonight.
Please join us on Friday night, Sept 16.
Sat., Sept 3, 10:30am, Elul Shabbat Service on the
Marina – Rosh Chodesh. Yes, it is one month to go to
Rosh Hashanah and at this special outdoor service on
the Marina we will celebrate the New Moon of Elul
which includes Hallel, the musical holiday celebration
prayers, led by Beth Dickinson. Discussion led by Rabbi
David on our High Holy Day theme on our how our
work on immigration and refugees connects to our
Jewish path. Check the website for location. Bring a
chair with you and prepare to dress warmly. Kiddush to
follow. Please bring vegetarian finger foods to share, if
you are able.

Sunday, Aug. 28, 10am-noon Women's Gathering:
Jewish, Muslim, Christian: the women of the Faith Trio
have organized a morning gathering for coffee, tea,
snacks and conversation. Women are invited from
Kehilla, the Islamic Cultural Center and Montclair

Kehilla Community Synagogue
Please use the following number for all staff: (510) 547-2424
Co-Rabbi, David J. Cooper
Rabbidavid@kehillasynagogue.org

x103

Co-Rabbi, Dev Noily
RabbiDev@kehillasynagogue.org

x104

Executive Director, Michael Saxe-Taller
Michael@kehillasynagogue.org

x101

Managing Director, Beth Bittle
Beth@kehillasynagogue.org
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Youth Programs Coordinator,
Natalie Boskin
Natalie@kehillasynagogue.org

x107

Bookkeeper, Molly Melamed
Molly@kehillasynagogue.org

x102

Events Line:

Hazzan Shulamit Wise Fairman
Shulamit@kehillasynagogue.org
Bar/Bat Mitvzah Program Director, Sandra Razieli
Sandra@kehillasynagogue.org

Communications Coordinator,
Sasha Gottfried
Sasha@kehillasynagogue.org

Fax: (510) 547-2442
x105

Founding Rabbi, Burt Jacobson (510) 283-5704
RabBurt@earthlink.net

Chevra Kadisha:
Jane Hoberman: 510-843-6047
Committee Against Abuse:
Steven Falk: 510-339-0517
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Spiritual Life Practices Committee Chair:
Shoshana Finacom
Spirituallife@kehillasynagogue.org

x216

Kehilla Community Synagogue
1300 Grand Avenue
Piedmont CA 94610
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED
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