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The Ubuntu Moment 

by Rabbi David J. Cooper

[August 15 Chai Shabbat is also an “Ubuntu” Shabbat. 

But what is Ubuntu?] 

     Ubuntu is a bantu word from southern Africa. It 

defies simple translation. Of course since ntu means 

human, and ubu transforms a noun into an abstraction, 

one is tempted to say that it simply means “humanity.” 

Not so fast. Connotation counts and especially for this 

word which Archbishop Desmond Tutu has done so 

much to teach the world.  

     The term Ubuntu rejects the idea that humanity is a 

collection of individual people. It connotes that my 

personhood is obtained through my connectedness to 

others. Not only is humanity more than the sum of its 

parts, but conversely I cannot be defined simply as a 

single unit of humankind – the edges of my personhood 

are not bordered by my skin, but it permeates those 

around me as they, in turn, permeate me. My 

meaningfulness comes neither from within side myself 

alone nor is it imposed from a transcendent definer. 

Rather, I have meaning insofar as my personal reality is 

enmeshed with those around me and with humanity as 

a whole. (Arguably it extends to other species.) In 

English, we need at least a paragraph; in Bantu, three 

syllables do the trick. 

     I write of it now for several reasons. It is a term that 

captures a spiritual and social necessity in this moment 

of resistance against racism, triumphalism, exploitation 

and inequity; it’s a term that Oakland Community 

Organizations (OCO) is using as a centerpiece of the 

social action of its constituent congregations (of which 

Kehilla is one); it is a word that subverts the 

impoverished individualism of capitalist ideology; and 

lastly, words and speech are a theme of our High Holy 

Days. (And did I mention that our Chai Shabbat on 

August 15 is part of an Ubuntu process among OCO 

congregations?) 

Ubuntu and BlackLivesMatter 

     In this last year, the BlackLivesMatter has surged 

forward as an expression of public outrage at the killing 

of black people by police and others in authority, and 

also in the wake of acts of terrorism against black 

communities not only evidenced by the murders in 

Charleston, but also by the burning down of ten black 

churches in the days since the horror at Mother 

Emanuel. 

    Some people have wanted to change the name of this 

effort to “All lives matter” but this use of words has the 

effect of watering down the specific and unique 

experience of oppression by African Americans. But 

more than that, when we do name the specific 

challenge of one part of the larger community and then 

take action as allies because the challenge to them is 

experienced as a challenge to ourselves, that is Ubuntu. 

That we act in response to anti-black racism is not a 

denial of anti-Latino racism or of homophobia or of 

antisemitism or of Islamophobia. But it does not mean 

that I who am white and Jewish can relate to the 

oppression of black people as if it is somehow the same 

as the particular oppressions I experience. In this 

context Ubuntu means I recognize that part of who I am 

is defined by how I engage with your reality and that my 

mobilization is not due to my reducing your struggle to 

a generic reality affecting us all the same.  

Ubuntu and Coalition 

     During my 16 years as rabbi in Kehilla, I have been 

involved with several different local activist groups such 

as East Bay Alliance for a Sustainable Economy (EBASE), 

OCO, East Bay Housing Organization, and others. Each 

of these I experienced as having separate focuses and 

purposes. There was some overlapping. But in the last 

18 months, these groups are cooperating with each 

other to a degree I have not seen until now. Ubuntu 

whether or not by that name is operating here. My issue 

pertains to your issue. Mass incarceration at the 

Richmond Detention Center is not the same as at San 

Quentin, but these are interpenetrating issues. 

Ubuntu and Joint Worship 

     OCO activists in July came together in recognition of 

this Ubuntu moment. Yes, Ubuntu is our theme and it is 

behind how we operate. But how are we to bring it 

forward, lift up this word and understand it and 

experience it in this organization which is a community 

of communities? They proposed that one thing to do is 

to invite each other to come join the other as we 

worship each in our own unique way. Kehilla will be the 

first experiment in this effort. Likely we will start slowly 

with only a few folks trying on this process from other 

congregations. But Kehilla is not inexperienced at being 

the first to try out something new. Of course we can’t 

do it alone, but isn’t that what Ubuntu is all about?
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                    Executively Speaking: 

                          On the Horizon 

                              by Michael Saxe-Taller, Executive Director

     For many of us, the 

beginning of August means 

going on vacation, spending 

more time outdoors and 

hanging out with friends.  Here 

at Kehilla, it means a few other things: a new 

membership year has begun, preparations for religious 

school are underway, and the High Holy Days are 

around the corner.   

    All of us on staff wish for you to have a relaxed and 

joyous month.  But we also encourage you to renew 

your membership and sign up for religious school.  This 

will be an incredibly busy period for all of us in the office 

and renewing and registering soon will make our lives 

easier.   

     With the redesigning of our website, we have made 

the process of renewing easier than ever.  Go to 

kehillasynagogue.org and you will have three choices.  

You can download the renewal form and mail it in.  If 

you want to register online, you can go directly to forms 

that will either let you pay all at once, or to set up 

recurring payments (a new innovation on our website).  

There is also a form on our website that you can fill out 

to register your child(ren) for Kehilla school. 

     We are also deep into High Holy Day planning.  As 

always, members get free tickets.  But if you are 

planning on bringing friends or family, please go to the 

website and purchase your tickets.  And expect to hear 

from us about helping out. 

     So, have a marvelous month!

 

Kehilla Book Discussion Group 
by Jan Herzog

     All Kehilla members are welcome to join us for our 

customary meetings on the second Monday of the 

month at 7pm.   Below are summaries of the books we 

will read in July and August, taken from Amazon.        

   August 10th. I Am Forbidden by Anouk Markovits.  

      Sweeping from the Central European countryside 

just before World War II to Paris to contemporary 

Williamsburg, Brooklyn, I Am Forbidden brings to life 

four generations of one Satmar family. 

     In 1939 Transylvania, five-year-old Josef witnesses 

the murder of his family by the Romanian Iron Guard. 

He is rescued by a Christian maid who raises him as 

her own son. Five years later, Josef rescues a young 

girl, Mila, after her parents are killed while running 

toward the Rebbe they hoped would save them. Josef 

helps Mila reach Zalman Stern, a leader in the Satmar 

community, in whose home Mila is raised as a sister 

to Zalman's daughter, Atara. With the rise of 

communism in central Europe, the family moves to 

Paris, to the Marais, where Zalman tries to raise his 

children apart from the city in which they live. As the 

two girls mature, Mila's faith intensifies, while her 

beloved sister Atara discovers a world of books and 

learning that she cannot ignore.  

Tuesday September 8th. (Special meeting day because 

of the High Holy Days.)  All the Light We Cannot See by 

Anthony Doerr  

     From the highly acclaimed, multiple award-winning 

Anthony Doerr, the beautiful, stunningly ambitious 

instant New York Times bestseller about a blind French 

girl and a German boy whose paths collide in occupied 

France as both try to survive the devastation of World 

War II.  

     Doerr’s “stunning sense of physical detail and 

gorgeous metaphors” (San Francisco Chronicle) are 

dazzling. Deftly interweaving the lives of Marie-Laure 

and Werner, he illuminates the ways, against all odds, 

people try to be good to one another. Ten years in the 

writing, All the Light We Cannot See is a magnificent, 

deeply moving novel from a writer “whose sentences 

never fail to thrill” (Los Angeles Times). 

     We will be getting these books from the Jewish 

Library so please contact Jan Herzog to find out about 

obtaining a copy of the book. 
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Beyond Shabbat 

by Beth Bittle, Managing Director

Welcome to Beyond Shabbat.  As you know Kehilla is a 

very busy community with many events, fundraisers, 

community building activities, classes and Shabbat 

services. This is the place you will find additional 

information about the many things happening here at 

Kehilla, as well as ways to become more involved in your 

community. 

Thank you to the fabulous 

volunteers who helped with 

cooking and setup for the Kehilla 

Retreat.  Thanks to you we had a 

delicious meal with community! 

Also a big Thank You goes to our 

Retreat Sponsors and Supporters, 

what a wonderful day we had 

under the Redwood trees. 

August 15
th

 is Chai Shabbat. We need volunteers in the 

kitchen to help prep food the day before and on the 15
th

.  

Clean up help will also be needed after the Kiddush 

around 2pm.  Please let me know if you are able to help 

High Holy Day volunteer opportunities are now posted 

on the website at this link:  

http://www.volunteerspot.com/login/entry/98632539800 

Now is a great time to sign up for your favorite volunteer 

shift.  There are so many volunteer opportunities available 

during the High Holy Days and this is a wonderful way to 

participate in your community.  

For all Avodah opportunities, sign up by contacting me, 

Beth Bittle, at (510) 547-2424, ext. 106 or 

Beth@KehillaSynagogue.org.  

Sign up with Jan Herzog, Kiddush Coordinator, at 

KiddushSponsor@kehillasynagogue.org to sponsor a 

Kiddush.  Kiddush Sponsors are responsible for 

purchasing and delivering Challot, grape juice, desserts 

and drinks, and having it set-up at Kehilla by 7:20PM on 

Fridays (5:50PM for Tot Shabbat) and 10:15AM on 

Saturdays.   

Upcoming Avodah Opportunities: 

 Chai Shabbat 

 Prepping food in the kitchen 

 Clean up 

 High Holy Days 

 Volunteers are needed the week before in 

the office 

 Lots of day of volunteers needed 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you to last month’s amazing office and kitchen 

volunteers! 

• Shoshana Finacom 

• Joseph Sklar 

• Nikki Sachs 

• Jaime McGrath 

• Lisa Rothman 

• Diane Wirtschafter  

• Sammy Evans 

                Kiddush Sponsorships Available 

 Saturday, August 15
th

: Chai Shabbat 

 Saturday, August 22
nd

: Shabbat 

 Friday, August 28
th

: Tot Shabbat  

 Friday, September 4
th

: Kabbalat Shabbat 

 Saturday, September 5
th

: Shabbat 

Thank you Kiddush Sponsors! 

July 11:  Mika & Nelson Max in honor of the Bat 

Mitzvah of their daughter, Lisa Max. 

July 18 (Retreat Kiddush Lunch):  

 Bracha & Don Stone  in memory of Janet Adelman 

and Bob Osserrman who were great retreat goers. 

 Varya Simpson & Charles MacDermed in memory 

of Rabbi Bernard Zlotowitz. 

  Glitter Kehilla in honor of Malka, Jenna, and SAM, 

fabulous pillars of the Glitter community. Glitter Kehilla 

wishes Malka and Jenna much joy and happiness in 

their marriage and SAM much luck in rabbinical school. 

 Malka Stover & Jenna Kemp in honor of our family 

who has come from out of town for our wedding AND 

our Kehilla community who has been so generous and 

supportive of us over the last few years. 

 Laura Boxer & Hedy Straus in memory of Laura's 

brother's yahrtzeit, Ira Boxer. 

      Jan Herzog to commemorate the yahzeit of my 

father, Bert Herzog, and in honor of my mother, Lois 

Gordon’s 86th birthday.  

     July 25: Toby Levenson & Richard Cupp in honor 

of the Bat Mitzvah of their daughter, Chloe Levenson-

Cupp.
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Mazel Tov 

 

 

To Amy & Steve Abern on the birth of their 

grandson, Noam Amiel Segal, on July 3, to Rachel 

and Doron Segal (pictured with big brother Ezra.) 

 

 

 

 

To Rita & Joseph Sklar on the birth of their 

grandson, Max Abraham Sklar, on July 3, to Evan and 

Rebecca Sklar. 

Fireside Art Gallery News 
by the Art Gallery Committee 

Artists' Opening Reception 
Sunday, August 2, 3-5pm 

   The newest version of the Art Gallery in the Fireside 

Room at Kehilla started a while back. This "new" show is a 

looking back at the first 10 artists who shared their work 

with our community. Please join us for a reception for the 

artists and a glimpse into past shows, and enjoy work you 

may not have seen before. There will be snacks and drinks 

and great company. The show is already up and will be 

there until September 3rd.  

    The artists for this show are: 

     Susan Schulman, Tree Gelb Stuber, Jacquelyn Stuber,  

Eva Pettersson, Arlene Shmaeff, Margo Rivera-Weiss,  

Dvora Gordon, Lili Artel, Rabbi Me'irah Iliinksy, Naomi 

Teplow. (Please note that both the work of Arlene Shmaeff 

and Lili Artel were shown in memorium: may their 

memories be for a blessing.) 

     Future shows for 2015: 

     September/October 2015: Luz Blumenfeld-Honea 

     November/December 2015: Barbara Petterson 

 

Welcome to Natalie Boskin 
Our New Kehilla School Assistant &  

Administrative Assistant 

 

 

    

   

    

We are delighted to welcome Natalie Boskin as our 

newest staff member.  She will be working as the 

Kehilla School Assistant for 10 hours/week, and for six 

hours/week as Administrative Assistant. 

    Natalie, a recent University of Puget Sound graduate, 

is a graduate of Kehilla Hebrew School and Bar/Bat 

Mitzvah (BBM) program. She has a B.A. in Religion and 

currently works for Tikkun Daily Blog. In 2011, Natalie 

received the honor of being invited to deliver the Yom 

Kippur sermon at Kehilla. Please welcome her back to 

the Kehilla Community with love! 

    You can contact Natalie at  or  (510) 547-2424 x107  

or natalie@kehillasynagogue.org   

Our Deepest Condolences 

To Amy Bat Tzipora on the passing of her beloved 

father, Harold (Hal) Feldman, age 81, on July 5.  

May his memory be for a blessing. 

To Jennifer Tucker, and to the Kehilla community, 

on the passing of Jennifer's beloved wife and 

devoted Kehilla member, Jaime Tucker, on July 14. 

May her memory be for a blessing. 

To Richard Miles on the passing of his mother, 

Ruth Schwartz, age 91, on July 13, mother-in-law 

of Michelle Roland, grandmother of Rachel Miles 

and Martina (Miles) Shabram. 

May her memory be for a blessing. 
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Chai Shabbat  
Elul Rosh Chodesh 

Ubuntu Sabbath  

 

 

 

 

Saturday, August 15, 10am 

     We kick off the last month before High Holy 

Days with a new-month Shabbat service, with 

some extra Hallel music to celebrate Rosh 

Chodesh. Join our musical prayer and spiritual 

leaders in an all-stops-pulled service as we enter 

the month of Elul.   

    Ubuntu: And we are participating in Oakland 

Community Organization’s “Ubuntu Sabbath” 

program during which congregations explicitly 

open the doors of their worship service to other 

faith communities. “Ubuntu” is a Bantu word that 

means the human essence as one of mutual-

dependence and support. As Archbishop Tutu put 

it, “my humanity is bound to yours.”  

  Vegetarian potluck luncheon to follow. Please 

bring a vegetarian dish to share. 

 

 

A Celebration of Jaime Tucker 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Saturday, August 15, 4pm 

     Join us for a celebration of Jaime, followed by a 

light supper. If you would like, please bring desserts 

to share.  Jaime's wish was that donations be made 

in her memory to Kehilla for purchase of a new stove 

in the kitchen that she loved so much. 

     If you are willing and are able to help out during 

the gathering, please let Beth Bittle know 

at beth@kehillasynagogue.org.  

In the Sanctuary & Social Hall 

 

March with Kehilla in the Oakland Pride Parade 

Sunday, September 13 

Join Kehilla in our first appearance in the Oakland Pride Parade! What better way to welcome the 

High Holy Days than to walk with the Kehilla banner at the East Bay’s biggest Pride celebration. All 

ages most welcome! 

The parade is on the day of Erev Rosh Hashanah, Sunday, September 13, beginning at 10:30 am at 

14
th

 and Broadway and proceeding down Broadway to 20
th

 street. More information will be in the 

weekly emails and on the Kehilla website as available. If you have any questions, or just want to 

confirm you will be joining us, please contact Anna Martin at acmjp@yahoo.com. 

Note: we also can have a booth at the afternoon Pride Festival, but to do so we need a Booth 

Champion to bring chairs and materials and organize volunteers to be there during the afternoon. If 

you are interested in being our booth organizer, please contact Anna, acmjp@yahoo.com. 

 

 

 

Photo courtesy of  

Lea Delson Photography 
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I Am My Beloved’sI Am My Beloved’sI Am My Beloved’sI Am My Beloved’s    

    

A Series of High Holy Day Preparation Gatherings 

 with Rabbi Diane Elliot 

Co-sponsored by Kehilla 

Wednesdays, August 19
th

 & 26
th

, September 2
nd

 & 9
th

, 7- 9:30pm

The name of “Elul,” the month in the Jewish calendar immediately preceding the High Holy Days, is associated with the 

phrase from the Song of Songs, “Ani l’dodi v’dodi li, I am my Beloved’s and my Beloved is mine.” At this time of year, loving 

Divinity is said to be especially available to the human heart. Join Rabbi Diane and a community of like-minded spiritual 

seekers in meditation, movement, chant, and study designed to deepen and accelerate our work of teshuvah, our intention 

to re-turn body, mind, and soul to ongoing connection with the Beloved in self, others, and the world. This year we’ll focus 

especially on “the physics of forgiveness,” diving deep into the structure of the Universe in order to cultivate inner 

spaciousness and release. 

Location:  Jewish Family & Children's Services, 2484 Shattuck Ave #210, Berkeley 94704 

Cost:  Sliding scale of $72 ~ $144 for the series  

To register:  Send a check for the full amount to “Wholly Present” to R. Diane Elliot, 522 Lisa Court #6, El Sobrante, CA 

94803 or send full payment via PayPal to Diane Elliot. 

For more info call 510-283-5569 or e-mail rabbi.diane18@gmail.com  

 

Rabbi Diane Elliot was ordained at the Academy for Jewish Religion, California. She is a spiritual 

teacher, ritual leader, dancer, and somatic therapist who inspires her students to become clearer 

channels for Divine Light through awareness and movement practices, chant, and nuanced 

interpretations of Jewish sacred text. Her wise, loving presence creates a safe space for those who 

wish to explore the Jewish spiritual path individually and in community.  

To learn more about her and her work, visit www.whollypresent.org.
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      "Drumming As Prayer" Class 

A Two-Class Series: August 23 & 31 

  

      Taught by Debbier Fier 

                          Kehilla Musical Prayer Leader & “Heartbeat of the Service" 

 

     Drumming is an active form of meditation. It provides 

a wonderful way to be present, express yourself and 

learn how to drum with a group in sacred community 

space. At Kehilla, we are creating an intergenerational 

drum group, called Ketzev Kehilla, (the Beats of Kehilla), 

and we have been learning some of the rhythms for the 

Kehilla melodies and also drumming at our Chai Shabbat 

services. 

     This is a two-class series. It can be taken as a series 

or as individual classes. However, if you want to 

drum at High Holy Days services, you must come to 

both classes. 

       Those who wish to will have the opportunity to 

drum for our High Holy Days services at the Scottish 

Rite Center in Oakland. Participants who want to join us 

in drumming need to commit to coming to both classes 

of the series (exceptions may be made IF you have 

taken previous ‘Drumming as Prayer’ classes with 

Debbie. In those cases you must come to at least 1 

class). If you have taken this class before, and enjoy 

drumming in our Kehilla circle, please come to the  

 

class!  We will always learn new rhythms, practice new 

exercises and continue building on what we have 

previously done. 

     Please refrain from wearing any scented products, in 

order to make this class accessible for those with 

environmental sensitivities. 

      All ages and all levels welcome!  Please bring a drum 

if you have one.  If you need a drum for the class, please 

email Sasha@kehillasynagogue.org and we will do our 

best to provide one. Hand percussion (shakers, claves, 

etc.) will be provided. 

     Dates: Sunday, August 23,  4:00-5:30pm & Monday, 

August 31, 7:00-8:30 

    Cost:  2-class series: $36 members/ $46 non-

members; Individual class: $20 members/ $25 non-

members 

    Location: Fireside Room 

   To Register: Send check payable to Kehilla to Kehilla, 

1300 Grand Ave., Piedmont, CA 94610, or register 

online (Click on "Adult Education" under "Learning."

 

 

 

All Kehilla Congregants Deserve  

A Safe Home 

     If you or anyone in your home is experiencing: 

� Child abuse    �  Elder abuse   

� Dependent adult abuse    �  Teen dating violence  

� Intimate partner violence (domestic violence) 

     The Kehilla Committee Against Abuse (CAA), working along side the Spiritual Life Practices Committee (SLPC), is here to 

help you become or remain safe. 

     If you are experiencing any kind of abuse, please call: Steven Falk, long-time Kehilla member, at (510) 708-0517; Julie 

Patrusky, experienced domestic violence counselor and long-time Kehilla member, at (510) 528-0299; or Rabbi David at 

(510) 547-2424 x103. 

  Call the Shalom Bayit (Peace in the Home) helpline for counseling and advocacy for teen dating violence and domestic 

violence issues at: (866) SHALOM-7 (742-5667) toll-free within the Bay Area or (510) 451-7233 (SAFE) outside the Bay Area. 
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KKeehhiillllaa  HHiigghh  HHoollyy  DDaayyss  22001155//55777766 

Renew Your Membership Now! 

Kehilla members in good standing will automatically 

receive complimentary admission to High Holy Day 

services when you renew your membership for 2015-

16.   

NOTE:  There will not be hard copy tickets to services 

mailed to members.  Your admission to High Holy Day 

services will be your name at the door, along with your 

name tag.  

    To renew your membership, please visit our website 

at www.KehillaSynagogue.org.     

 

Discounts 

On First-Time Membership 

    We are offering a discount on membership dues 

through November 15, 2015. Dues are $300 for Adults 

under 30, and $660 for Adults 30 and over, and will 

include tickets to all High Holy Day services. 

Conversely, any payment made for High Holy Day 

tickets can be applied to the cost of membership. 

Payment plans can be arranged. 

   Visit the website at www.KehillaSynagogue.org and 

click on “JOIN” for more information, or  contact Sasha 

at (510) 547-2424 x100 or 

Sasha@KehillaSynagogue.org.   

 

High Holy Days Schedule 

Erev Rosh Hashanah at Scottish Rite Center:  

Sunday, September 13, 6:30pm  

(Doors open 5:45pm) 

Rosh Hashanah at Scottish Rite Center:  
Monday, September 14, 9:30am  

(Doors open 8:15am) 

Second Day Rosh Hashanah at Kehilla:  
Tuesday, September 15, 9:30am 

 (Doors open 9am) 

Kol Nidre at Scottish Rite Center: 
 Tuesday, September 22, 6:30pm  

(Doors open 5:45pm) 

Kol Nidre Family Service at Kehilla:  
Tuesday, September 22, 6:30pm 

 (Doors open 6pm) 

Yom Kippur Day at Scottish Rite Center:  
Wednesday, September 23, 9:30am  

(Doors open 8:15am) 

Yom Kippur Afternoon/Evening at Kehilla: 
Wednesday, September 23, 4:30pm 

 (Doors open 4pm) 

 

���� For a detailed schedule, visit the website at 

http://kehillasynagogue.org/highholydayscycle/  
High Holy Day Tickets  

for the General Public 

Tickets to services  for the general public an be 

ordered on the website at 

http://kehillasynagogue.org/highholydays/  

Tickets will also be available for purchase at the 

door. 
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Thank You for Your Generosity 

GENERAL FUND 

Sandy Bredt in honor of Team Tucker 

Sandy Bredt & Em Herzstein in memory of Jaime 

Tucker  

Barbara Cohen & Allen Price in memory of Jaime 

Tucker and Trudy & Cal Cohen 

Hannah Kranzberg 

Bill & Lynn Lazarus (towards replacement of the 

plexiglass used for Kehilla’s signs). 

The Wolf Family 

YOUTH EDUCATION FUND 
Cindy Levitas & Jim Sinkinson in honor of Eliana Tertes' 

Bat Mitzvah 

TERUMAH FUND 

Wendy Buffett & Joel Kreisberg  

RETREAT FUND 

Shoshana, Dave & Becca Finacom in honor of our 

wonderful communty 

 

Anna Martin & Loel Solomon 

Bracha & Don Stone  in memory of Janet Adelman 

and Bob Osserrman who were great retreat goers. 

Varya Simpson & Charles MacDermed in memory of 

Rabbi Bernard Zlotowitz. 

Glitter Kehilla in honor of Malka, Jenna, and SAM, 

fabulous pillars of the Glitter community. Glitter 

Kehilla wishes Malka and Jenna much joy and 

happiness in their marriage and SAM much luck in 

rabbinical school. 

Malka Stover & Jenna Kemp in honor of our family 

who has come from out of town for our wedding 

AND our Kehilla community who has been so 

generous and supportive of us over the last few 

years. 

Laura Boxer & Hedy Straus in memory of Laura's 

brother's yahrtzeit, Ira Boxer. 

Jan Herzog in memory of the yahzeit of her father, 

Bert Herzog, and in honor of her mother, Lois 

Gordon’s 86th birthday. 

 

 Kehilla Community Synagogue 

Please use the following number for all staff:  (510) 547-2424 

 

Community Rabbi, David J. Cooper,        

Rabbidavid@kehillasynagogue.org 

Associate Rabbi & School Director, Rabbi Dev Noily 

RabbiDev@kehillasynagogue.org 

Executive Director,  Michael Saxe-Taller 

Michael@kehillasynagogue.org 

Managing Director, Beth Bittle 

Beth@kehillasynagogue.org 

Hazzan Shulamit Wise Fairman 

Shulamit@kehillasynagogue.org 

Bar/Bat Mitvzah Program Director, Sandra Razeili 

Sandra@kehillasynagogue.org 

Founding Rabbi, Burt Jacobson (510) 283-5704 

RabBurt@earthlink.net 

Communications Coordinator, Sasha Gottfried 

Sasha@kehillasynagogue.org 

Ext. 

103 

104 

101 

106 

 

105 

 

 

100 

 

 

School Assistant & Administrative 

Assistant, Natalie Boskin 

Natalie@kehillasynagogue.org 

Bookkeeper, Molly Melamed 

Events Line: 

Fax: (510) 547-2442 

Chevra Kadisha: 

Jane Hoberman: 510-843-6047 

Committee Against Abuse: 

Steven Falk: 510-339-0517 

Spiritual Life Practices Committee 

Co-Chairs: 

Don Stone & Shoshana Finacom 

Spirituallife@kehillasynagogue.org 

 

Website: www.kehillasynagogue.org 

Ext. 

107 

 

102 

216 
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August 2015 

Sat., Aug. 1, 10am. Shabbat Service with Jonah Ifcher 

becoming Bar Mitzvah. Join Rabbi David, Rabbi Carol 

Caine, Beth Dickinson, and Debbie Fier as we celebrate 

Shabbat and Jonah’s simcha. Kiddush provided by 

Jonah’s parents, Liz Orlin and John Ifcher. 

Sun., Aug. 2, 3-5pm. Artists' Opening Reception. This 

"new" show is a looking back at the first 10 artists who 

shared their work with our community. Come join us 

for snacks, drinks, and great company. Fireside Room. 

(See p. 4 for details.) 

Tues., August 4, 1:45-3pm. Yoga class. Taught by 

Sandra Razieli.  Fireside Room. 

Wed., August 5, 8-8:30am Morning Meditation Sit with 

Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room (enter through the 

Patio entrance on Fairview). 

Fri., Aug 7, 7:30pm, Kabbalat Shabbat: with Hazzan 

Shulamit, Julie Nesnansky, and Debbie Fier. Join us to 

light Shabbat candles and for a song-filled and soulful 

evening of ecstatic and contemplative prayer. Kiddush 

to follow. Bring veggie finger-food to share. 

Sat., Aug. 8, 10am, Shabbat Service with Elena Coto-

McKenna becoming Bat Mitzvah. Join Rabbi Dev, 

Hazzan Shulamit, Beth Dickinson and Debbie Fier, as 

we celebrate Shabbat and Elena’s simcha. Kiddush 

provided by Elena’s parents, Susan McKenna and 

Rafael Coto. 

Mon., Aug. 10, 7pm. Book Discussion Group. We will 

discuss I Am Forbidden by Anouk Markovits. . All 

Kehilla members are welcome to join us. Fireside 

Room. For more information, contact Jan Herzog at 

jankaye@juno.com. (See article, p. 7.) 

Tues., Aug. 11. No Yoga class.  

Wed., Aug. 12, 8-8:30am.  Meditation Sit with Rabbi 

Dev. Join us for this weekly opportunity to sit together 

in silence. Fireside Room (enter through the Patio 

entrance on Fairview). 

Sat., Aug. 15, 10am, Chai Shabbat, Elul Rosh Chodesh, 

Ubuntu Sabbath: We kick off the last month before 

High Holy Days with a new-month Shabbat service with 

some extra Hallel music to celebrate Rosh Chodesh. 

Join our musical prayer and spiritual leaders in an all-

stops-pulled service as we enter the month of Ellul.  

  Ubuntu: And we are participating in Oakland 

Community Organization’s “Ubuntu Sabbath” program 

where congregations explicitly open their doors of their 

worship service to other faith communities. “Ubuntu” 

is a Bantu word that means the human essence as one 

of mutual-dependence and support. As Archbishop 

Tutu put it, “my humanity is bound to yours.”  

  Vegetarian potluck luncheon to follow. Bring a 

vegetarian dish to share. (See p. 3 for details.) 

Sat., Aug. 15, 12pm, Oneg – Social Gathering. Feel free 

to come for the oneg even if you can’t make it for the 

service. If you can, bring a veggie dish to share. 

Sat., Aug. 15, 4pm. A Celebration of Jaime Tucker. Join 

us for a celebration of Jaime, followed by a light 

supper. If you would like, please bring desserts to 

share.  Jaime's wish was that donations be made in her 

memory to Kehilla for purchase of a new stove in the 

kitchen that she loved so much. If you are willing and 

are able to help out during the gathering, please let 

Beth Bittle know at beth@kehillasynagogue.org.  In the 

Sanctuary. 

Tues., August 18.  No Yoga class.  

Wed., August 19, 8-8:30am Morning Meditation Sit 

with Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room (Enter through 

the Patio entrance on Fairview). 

Wed., August 19, 7pm. Economic Justice Committee 

Meeting. Fireside Room. 

Wed., Aug. 19, 7pm. A Series of High Holy Day 

Preparation Gatherings: "I Am My Beloved's" with 

Rabbi Diane Elliot. Location:  East Bay location to be 

announced.  Co-sponsored by Kehilla. Cost:  Sliding 

scale of $72 ~ $144 for the series.To register:  Send a 

check for the full amount to “Wholly Present” to R. 

Diane Elliot, 522 Lisa Court #6, El Sobrante, CA 94803 

or send full payment via PayPal to Diane Elliot. (See p. 4 

for details.) 

Fri., Aug. 21, POP-UP Shabbat! At “Bites Off 

Broadway,” on the lawn & street outside the Studio 

One Art Center, 365 45th Street, Oakland. Join us for 

our final Pop-Up gathering of the season with Rabbi 

Kehilla Community Synagogue 

1300 Grand Avenue (at Fairview)  

Piedmont, CA  94610 

(510) 547-2424 

Please come fragrance-free to all Kehilla events,  

for the health of people with respiratory conditions and 

chemical sensitivities.  

www.KehillaSynagogue.org 
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Dev and friends to enjoy the Temescal’s delicious and 

festive Friday night food truck event.   We’ll come 

together for Shabbat blessings, challah and grape juice 

at 6:30.  You can get food from the food trucks (they 

open at 5:30), or bring a picnic with you.   Look for our 

table near the back of the lawn, closer to the art center 

than the street. 

Sat., Aug. 22, 10:30am, Shabbat Service with Rabbi 

David. In this the second Ellul Shabbat, we will have a 

brief service of song and meditation with a Torah study 

of the parasha Shoftim (Deuteronomy 16:18 - 21:9), a 

segment of both wise counsel and also of highly 

problematic instruction. For example, while it 

establishes a death penalty, it also limits its execution 

such that centuries later the rabbis interpreted the 

limitations so as to eliminate the death penalty. In the 

Fireside Room at Kehilla. Kiddush to follow. Bring 

veggie finger-food to share. 

Sat., Aug. 22, 12:15pm, Oneg – Social Gathering. Feel 

free to come for the oneg even if you can’t make it for 

the service. If you can, bring veggie finger-food to 

share. 

Sun., Aug. 23, 4pm. "Drumming As Prayer" Class with 

Debbie Fier. Fireside Room. (See p. 5 for details.) 

Tues., August 25. No Yoga class.  

Wed., Aug 26, 8-8:30am Morning Meditation Sit with 

Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room (enter through the 

Patio entrance on Fairview). 

Wed., Aug. 26, 7pm. A Series of High Holy Day 

Preparation Gatherings: "I Am My Beloved's with 

Rabbi Diane Elliot. Location:  East Bay location to be 

announced.  Co-sponsored by Kehilla. (See p. 4 for 

details.) 

Fri., Aug. 28, 6:30pm, Tot Shabbat For children up to 5 

years old (or older if they would enjoy it) and their 

grown-ups. Led by Jen Miriam Kantor, Alon Altman and 

Jen’s puppet friends. Please bring a vegetarian potluck 

dish to share if you can. Fireside Room. 

 

Sat., Aug. 29, 10am, Elul Shabbat Morning Service at 

the Berkeley Marina with Rabbi David and Beth 

Dickinson. Special outdoor service with discussion led 

by Rabbi David on our High Holy Day theme on the 

power of our words and speech as a spiritual path 

study. Check the website for location. Bring a chair with 

you and prepare to dress warmly. Kiddush to follow.  

Please bring vegetarian finger foods to share, if you are 

able. 

Mon., Aug. 31, 7pm. "Drumming As Prayer" Class with 

Debbie Fier. Fireside Room. (See p. 5 for details.) 

September 2015 

Tues., Sept. 1. No Yoga Class. 

Wed., Sept. 3, 8-8:30am Morning Meditation Sit with 

Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room (Enter through the 

Patio entrance on Fairview). 

Fri., Sept. 4, Friday Night Special Dinner & Service & 

Welcome to New Members: 

6:00pm Gather & Blessings, 6:30 Veggie Potluck, 7:30 

Kabbalat Shabbat Service 

Come enjoy a song-filled and soulful evening of ecstatic 

and contemplative prayer. 

But first, join us for Shabbat dinner (some supper food 

provided but bring a dish if you can). 

Services led by Hazzan Shulamit, Debbie Fier, and  

Julie Nesnansky 

6:00pm Arrive in the Social Hall 

6:15pm Welcome, Shabbat Table Blessings and Dinner 

7:30pm Kabbalat Shabbat/Ma’ariv Services in the 

Sanctuary 

9:15pm Oneg follows. 

Sat., Sept. 5, NO Shabbat Morning Services!! Instead 

join us this evening for Selichot Services as our 

doorway into the High Holydays. 

Sat., Sept. 5, 8:00pm-10:30pm, Selichot Evening 

Service: Beginning the Journey of Teshuvah with Rabbi 

Burt, Sharon Grodin and Kehilla’s spiritual and music 

leadership. This is the third year of our revitalized 

Selichot services and we invite you to join us for an 

inspiring candlelit evening of inward preparation for 

the High Holy Day season. The entire High Holy Day 

leadership team will be present with congregants to 

begin the journey of teshuvah—turning toward and 

renewing our connection with our highest ideals. We 

will begin the process of heart-searching, looking for 

what has been blocking us from realizing our ideals. 

And we will ponder who we have hurt and how we  

might seek forgiveness. We will be singing and chanting 

music for the Days of Awe and sharing prayer and 

poetry that inspire us to open to change and growth. 

There will also be time for meditation and self-

reflection. 
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