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How Do We Meet Rising Antisemitism?  Let’s Beef Up Solidarity. 

                                                     by Rabbi Dev Noily 

     Let’s talk about antisemitism.  
Since the election I’ve felt more 
vulnerable as a Jew in the U.S. than 
at any other time in my life.  I’ve 
gotten to talk with a number of 
people in our community about 
how this shift in Jewish safety / 
Jewish vulnerability is affecting us.  
There’s a wide range of experiences 
and responses, and I’m eager to talk 

with more people.  Whether we grew up Jewish, or 
have chosen Judaism, or are family with people who 
are Jewish, what’s happening has an impact on us.  
One thing that’s been common to most of my 
conversations is that they feel like the tip of an 
iceberg.  There’s a lot here, and it feels very important 
to give ourselves the time and space to explore what’s 
going on – in the world we’re living in, and in our own 
inner responses and the ways that historic trauma 
may be triggered in us.  To help with that exploration, 
I’m including a list of resources below. 
     I was raised in an environment where the adults 
around me saw the world through antisemitism-tinted 
glasses—for good reason, as I would come to 
understand with time.  And over the years I’ve put on 
my own glasses, tinted by a lifetime of good 
relationships with my neighbors and colleagues in 
other faith traditions, rooted in mutual respect, 
curiosity, and love for the life and planet we all share.  
     Now the rise of President Trump is emboldening 
and encouraging public expressions of hate against 
minorities of every kind. Many people who used to 
feel vulnerable now feel terrified, and many who used 
to feel more or less comfortable now feel vulnerable.  
Since November, I’ve felt more vulnerable because of 
my identities as a Jew and as a queer person than ever 
before.  
     Our Jewishness alone may not mark us for 
deportation, or make us more likely to be stopped by 
police, or to be harassed on the street.  But over the 
past several months we’ve seen more open gatherings 
of white supremacists, hate-filled trolling of journalists 
who are critical of Mr. Trump (including references to 
gas chambers and photos from Nazi death camps), 

dog-whistling in Mr. Trump’s speeches signaling his 
tacit consent for white nationalist antics, the eerie 
omission of Jews and antisemitism from Mr. Trump’s 
statement on International Holocaust Remembrance 
Day, desecrations of Jewish cemeteries in Missouri 
and Philadelphia, and a rash of bomb threats phoned 
in to Jewish Community Centers and Jewish Day 
Schools. 
     We’ve just learned that the vast majority of those 
threatening calls are now believed to have come from 
a Jewish teenager with dual U.S. and Israeli 
citizenship.  At this stage there is speculation, but no 
clear picture, about his motives.  
     So the situation becomes more complex by the day.  
Are we in danger? Am I overreacting? Underreacting? 
Am I ignoring the signs? Am I seeing signs where there 
aren’t any? Are my fears really about what’s 
happening now, and/or about our traumatic past?  
     A couple of weeks ago at a Kehilla staff meeting we 
were addressing another wave of threats to Jewish 
institutions.  Michael Saxe-Taller, our Executive 
Director, asked me if I thought we should beef up 
security.  And I said, no, I think we should beef up 
solidarity.  We should make sure that vulnerable and 
targeted people and communities know that we have 
their backs—including Muslims, people of color, 
immigrants with and without papers, and the 
indigenous Ohlone people of the East Bay who are 
fighting to protect their sacred ancestral burial 
grounds from further desecration.  And we should 
make sure that folks who are not part of Jewish 
communities have opportunities to come and get to 
know us.  It’s this growing web of relationships we 
have with each other that will ultimately keep us all 
safer and build the infrastructure of resistance to hate. 
     For now, that’s my strategy.  Let’s keep talking to 
each other, and talking to people who aren’t part of 
Jewish community.  Let’s share who we are, and invite 
people to get to know us better.  The next time you 
come to a Kehilla event – Shabbat services, a bar or 
bat mitzvah, the Community Seder, Tot Shabbat, Pop-
up Shabbat, and adult education class – consider  
[continued on page 7]

 

  

KOL 
KEHILLA 

The Newsletter of Kehilla Community Synagogue 

April 2017 
 



2 

 

Executively Speaking: Change Can Be Tough 
by Michael Saxe-Taller, Executive Director 

 
     Change can be tough. 

     When things that we count on 
or are used to shift, we can feel 
disoriented.  When people change 
their roles, or leave or die, 
adjusting can be difficult.  
Transitions can cause us to feel 
unmoored, unsettled and unsure 

of where we stand.   
     One of the things that I love most about Judaism is 
that we have rituals and customs that encourage us to 
notice transitions, acknowledge the moments we are 
in and prepare for the changes that are to come.  
Whether we are doing Havdalah to mark the end of 
Shabbat, celebrating the coming of age of a Bat/Bar 
Mitzvah student or sitting shiva at the loss of a loved 
one, our rituals provide us the opportunity to notice 
both the joy and sadness that is often present at the 
time of transition.   
     The Kehilla community is in a significant period of 
transition. In addition to a number of births, Bat/Bar 
Mitzvahs and deaths in our extended community, 
Kehilla is having major shifts amongst the staff and 
clergy that serve our congregation. In February, we 

celebrated Rabbi David and publically acknowledged 
the change that is coming in his role in our 
community.  In July, Rabbi Dev will move into a new 
senior rabbinic role.  Other staff have retired or 
decreased their roles while we have hired a new office 
administrator and are close to hiring a new Kehilla 
School director. 
     These changes are an inevitable part of the ongoing 
life of our community.  Nevertheless, many of us may 
feel apprehensive, off-balance or unsure about how 
our beloved Kehilla community is going to change in 
the future.  Therefore, it is time to lean into our 
tradition and acknowledge the period of transition 
that we are in.  
     On Wednesday, May 3, from 7:00-9:15, we will hold 
our annual Community Meeting.  It will be an 
opportunity for us to reflect on our past year together, 
notice the state of our community in this moment and 
image how we want to shape our coming year.   
     I invite you to join us to participate in this 
important community ritual, as we use our many 
transitions to strengthen the foundations of our 
congregation.

 

Kehilla’s board, staff, spiritual leaders and committee chairs invite you to join us for: 

 Kehilla’s Annual Community Meeting 

 

 

 

Wednesday, May 3, in Kehilla’s Sanctuary 

6:45pm – Schmoozing and Snacks 

7:00–9:15pm  - Congregational Gathering 

Learn about the state of the congregation, share our successes, appreciate our 
congregational leadership and think about our hopes and goals for the coming year.   

And toss in some fun, music and food as well! 

Any questions?  Contact Michael Saxe-Taller at Michael@kehillasynagogue.org  
or 510-547-2424 x101 
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A Political Engagement Workshop 
Sunday, April 2, 4-7pm 

 

 

 

 

     Has the new political situation got you keyed up? 
Are you getting deluged with requests to make phone 
calls, sign petitions and show up for demonstrations? 
     Kehilla is organizing a one-day workshop with 
experienced activists who can help you take effective 
political action without getting overwhelmed. 

Political Engagement Speakers Announced 
     A diverse range of California activists will share their 
expertise at a Political Engagement Workshop taking 
place at Kehilla April 2 from 4 to 7 p.m. 
     The tentative list of speakers includes current and 
former staffers from the U.S. Congress, Oakland 
Community Organizations, the Alameda County Food 
Bank, the Coalition for Police Accountability, and 
350.org. 
     Rabbi Dev Noily will offer a brief convocation, and 
speakers will introduce themselves. Participants will 
then divide into breakout groups where they will learn 
about specific actions they can take to further the 
following goals: 

 Vulnerable Populations: Protect immigrants and 
other populations targeted by hate and 
discrimination. Speakers: Emma Paulino of the 
Oakland Community Organizations and Lindsay 
Schubiner of the Center for New Community.  

 Climate Change: Reverse the greenhouse effect 
that is causing global environmental damage. 
Speaker: Jan Kirsch of 350.org. 

 Healthcare: Guarantee access to affordable 
healthcare and family planning. (Speakers to be 
announced.) 

  Social Services: Expand government support for 
seniors and people with low incomes and 
disabilities. Speakers: Stephen Knight of the 
Alameda County Food Bank and Randy Morris of 
the Alameda County Social Services Agency. 

 Voting Rights and Voters’ Power: Expand 
opportunities for voting and make use of Tea 
Party-style lobbying for progressive causes. 
Speakers: Dotty LeMieux of GreenDog 
Campaigns and Jonathan Klein, a former chief of 
staff to two members of Congress. 

 Criminal Justice: Prevent mass incarceration and 
ensure fair policing. Speakers: Rashidah Grinage 
of the Coalition for Police Accountability and 
Sister Mary Amora of Oakland Community 
Organizations. 

 Civil Liberties: Protect freedom of the press, 
freedom of assembly, separation of church and 
state and other constitutional rights. Speaker: 
Jim Hausken of the American Civil Liberties 
Union. 

 Spirituality: Center your activism in your 
spiritual practices. Speaker: Rabbi Dev Noily. 

     After spending 40 minutes in the first breakout 
group, participants will have an opportunity to meet in 
a second breakout group for another 40 minutes. 

     Light refreshments will be served. 
     Reserve your place at this workshop with an email 
by 3/31 to Karen at karenrachels@gmail.com.  Please 
put “4/2 Workshop” in subject line.  
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Kehilla Annual Passover Seder 

Saturday, April 15, 4:45pm 

The Exodus Continues: On Immigrants and Refugees 

Led by Rabbis Burt Jacobson and David J. Cooper  
     Singer Julie Nesnansky 

Guest speaker, Issa Hakizimana,  refugee from Burundi  
 

     The story of the Israelites’ exodus from Egypt is the story of refugees fleeing from oppression seeking a safe 
harbor. We are commanded to contemplate the exodus and to imagine ourselves among the refugees. Issa 
Hakizimana does not need to stretch his imagination having fled from a dangerous threat to his life in his native 
Burundi. Through the East Bay’s Jewish Family and Community Services, Issa found housing with a Kehilla family. 
During the seder, he will tell his story. 

     We will feature a delicious catered organic vegetarian (mostly gluten-free) meal vegetarian. 
Pre-registration required. Please register early! 

To register, visit the website at http://kehillasynagogue.org/kehilla-community-passover-seder/ 
     If you wish to be sent a registration form in the mail, please contact Dee@Kehillasynagogue.org or call 
 (510) 547-2424 x100. 

We need lots of volunteers!  If you would like to volunteer please contact Natalie 
at Natalie@kehillasynagogue.org. 

 

The Kehilla Home Haggadah 
The first night of Passover is Monday, April 10 

 

     Once again, the Kehilla easy-to-use, inclusive and 
interactive Haggadah is on-line for you to download. It 
is designed to get you and your guests to be creative 
and fully participatory and for your seder to be both 
inspiring as well as fun, and can be easily adapted to be 
age-appropriate for any age. It also is wonderfully 
unpredictable about what will emerge at your seder 
table. 
     This Haggadah provides a way to invite everyone 
who is coming to bring with them a poem, a story, a 
song or a thought on any one of several Passover 
themes and shows how these offerings can easily be 
integrated at just the right points in the seder 
proceedings. 
     You can copy the invitation to edit for your guests 
and send it out to them as snail mail or email a week in 
advance. Download the PDF of the Haggadah and add 
your pictures or those by your kids to illustrate and 
enliven the pages and then make photocopies for all 
your guests.  Cheap and creative. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Download the Home Haggadah here: 
https://kehillasynagogue.org/wp-

content/uploads/2016/03/Home-Haggadah-
2013-Heb-Eng.pdf 

 
Instructions and tips on how to use it: 
http://kehillasynagogue.org/how-to-have-a-

surprising-seder-using-the-kehilla-home-
haggadah/ 
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An Evening with the Ba’al Shem Tov: 

A Monthly Class with  
Rabbis Burt Jacobson & 

Cynthia Hoffman 
Wednesdays at 7:00-9:00pm  

April 19th & May 24th  

     Israel Ba’al Shem Tov was the father of Hasidism, the 
18th century movement for Jewish spiritual renewal. And 
he was also the single most significant traditional Jewish 
influence on the development of Neo-Hasidism and the 
contemporary movement for Jewish renewal. His spiritual 
wisdom is exceptionally relevant for our time. 

     Join Rabbis Burt and Cynthia for joyful evenings of 
niggun chanting, meditation, small group study, mini-
lectures and Q & A. Each evening we will be examining one 
or more of the Besht’s teachings on bringing joy and 
compassion into our lives. Each class is independent; you 
may attend one or two classes.   
     Rabbi Burt Jacobson is the Founding Rabbi of Kehilla 
Community Synagogue. He recently published This 
Precious Moment: The Wisdom of the Ba’al Shem Tov, and 
he has completed a second book, There is Only One Love: 
The Ba’al Shem Tov in the Modern World. 

     Rabbi Cynthia Hoffman was ordained by the ALEPH: 
Alliance for Jewish Renewal three years ago. She is a 
longtime student of Rabbi Burt’s, specializing in the 
teachings of the Ba’al Shem Tov. 

   All events at Kehilla are scent-free.  

    Time: 7-9pm 

    Location:  Back classroom, main floor 

    Cost: Tuition will be $18 per class or $48. for the entire 
series. If you are planning to attend please let Rabbi Burt 
know in advance (at rabburt@earthlink.net) so he will 
know the number of copies of class materials to print. 

   To Register:  You can register on our website at 
www.Kehillasynagogue.org, and click on the "Learn" link.  
Or send check payable to Kehilla to Kehilla, 1300 Grand 
Avenue, Piedmont, CA 94610 

 

 
 

Queer Torah* 
with Jenna Stover-Kemp and  

Rabbi Dev Noily 
Mondays at 7:00-9:00pm 

April 3, 17 and 24 
May 1, 8, 15, 22 

Bold dates are Beit Midrash  
(study hall – more on this when we meet!) 
*by “Torah” we mean Jewish sacred text 

 
   What is queer Torah*? How do queer people engage with 
Torah in a whole-self way? How do queer readings of Torah 
open up new possibilities for everyone? How do we tune into 
the life-giving wisdom of our ancestors through the static of 
the centuries? 

   How do we work within the tradition to recreate the text 
for queer people? What is our purpose in approaching Torah 
queerly? What are the rules and tools for repurposing text 
and/or for upcycling texts/interpretations that have become 
(or have always been) oppressive? Where does historical 
inquiry meet queer perspectives? 

   Dive into these questions and bring your own as we look 
queerly at texts, commentary and analysis from ancient times 
to this very moment. 

   All events at Kehilla are scent-free.  
   Time: 7-9pm 

    Location:  All April classes meet in the Social Hall. All May 
classes meet in the Back Class Room on the Main Floor. 

    Cost: $85 for members; $100 for non members; no one 
turned away for inability to pay. 

   To Register:  You can register on our website at 
www.Kehillasynagogue.org, and click on the "Learn" link.  Or 
send check payable to Kehilla to Kehilla, 1300 Grand Avenue, 
Piedmont, CA 94610 
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Special Film Showing: 
“Al Helm the Dream –  

Martin Luther King in Palestine” 
 
 
 
 

Saturday, April 8, 7pm 
     Join the the Middle East Peace Committee for a 
unique and powerful cultural exchange as we follow 
an African American Gospel choir on their journey to 
the West Bank, where they work with the Palestinian 
National Theatre on a play about Martin Luther King, 
and witness firsthand the realities of Palestinian life 
under Israeli Occupation. The film is a moving tribute 
to nonviolent civil disobedience as we commemorate 
the 49th anniversary of the assassination of Martin 
Luther King and prepare to challenge 50 years of 
Israeli Occupation. 
     Post-film discussion with Connie Field, the 
Academy Award nominated director and Clayborne 
Carson, Stanford Professor who wrote the MLK Play 
featured in the film. 
     $10-20 Donation (no one turned away) to benefit 
the Center for Jewish Nonviolence (which is the 
group that Rabbi David is going to Israel/Palestine 
with in May). 

Sanctuary 

 

Book Discussion Group 
Monday, April 17, 7pm 

In the Darkroom 
by Susan Faludi 

     All Kehilla members are welcome to join us for our 
customary meetings on the second Monday of the 
month at 7pm in the Fireside Room. 
     When feminist writer Susan Faludi learned that her 
76-year-old father—long estranged and living in 
Hungary—had undergone sex reassignment surgery, 
the revelation would launch her on an extraordinary 
inquiry into the meaning of identity in the modern 
world and in her own haunted family saga. How was 
this new parent who identified as “a complete woman 
now” connected to the silent, explosive, and ultimately 
violent father she had known, the photographer who’d 
built his career on the alteration of images?   
     Faludi’s struggle to come to grips with her father’s 
metamorphosis takes her across borders—historical, 
political, religious, sexual—to bring her face to face 
with the question of the age: Is identity something you 
“choose,” or is it the very thing you can’t escape? 

Fireside Room 

Special Guest Teaching 
and Morning Meditation Sit  
with Rabbi Sheila Weinberg 

 
 
 

 

Monday April 3, 7:50-9:00am 
     Come join us for a rare chance to learn and sit 
with a great Jewish meditation teacher of our time.  
Rabbi Sheila Weinberg has trained scores of Jewish 
leaders in contemplative practice through the 
Institute for Jewish Spirituality.  She is a thinker, 
activist, liturgist, and an important teacher and 
mentor for Rabbi Dev.  

Fireside Room 

 

Mazel Tov 

To Lenore Weiss, on the publication of her book, 
The Golem: Poems of Love, Loss, and Being 
Mortal  by Hadassa-Word Press. It is available 
through Amazon and international outlets. The last 
section, The Golem, is a sequence of 22 sonnets 
that reinvents the golem myth borrowed from 
Jewish folklore and the mystical tradition.  
     Lenore is a  recent winner of the Robert 
Browning Dramatic Monologue Contest sponsored 
by the San Francisco Poetry Center. Additionally, 
her novel, Pulp into Paper, won the Clark-Gross 
Award from the Creative Writing Department at 
SFSU where she is completing an MFA program. 
She is also a two-time recipient of the Edward B. 
Kaufmann scholarship award and has blogged for 
the Jewish Book Council. 
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How Do We Meet Rising Antisemitism?   
[continued from page 1] 
inviting someone in your life who isn’t Jewish to join 
you. 
     And let’s also beef up solidarity with ourselves. This 
is the season of our liberation.  Let’s take some time 
this Pesach, whether it’s at a seder or during the eight 
days of the festival, to talk to each other about what 
it’s like to be Jewish, to be part of a Jewish 
community, in these times. Let’s make some extra 
space for ourselves, and for one another, to bring 
loving curiosity to our fears, our anger, our denial, our 
history of trauma and violence. This Pesach, let’s 
explore this particular Mitzrayim, this narrow place, of 
our time, so that together we can walk through the 
sea toward freedom. 

     Some resources on antisemitism: 
     Anti-Semitism: A Teach-in For Our Times, April 18, 
6:30 pm, CIIS in San Francisco. 

     “The Past Didn’t Go Anywhere: Making Resistance 
to Anti-Semitism Part of All of Our Movements” by 
April Rosenblum, 2006.  self-published pamphlet.  (Ask 
me if you’d like a copy) 

     On Antisemitism, forthcoming.  An anthology of 
essays about antisemitism published by Jewish Voice 
for Peace. 

     Anit-Judaism, by David Nirenberg.  W.W. Norton & 
Co., 2013.  A sweeping new(ish) history of anti-Jewish 
thought and movements in western culture. 

 
 

It’s tax time – please consider paying a voluntary tax to support the indigenous 
Ohlone people of the East Bay through the Sogorea Te Land Trust 

http://sogoreate-landtrust.com/ 

 

     Paying this tax is a way to honor the Ohlone ancestors and current residents  
who are an intimate part of the land we now call home.   

     The Shuumi Land Tax directly supports the Sogorea Te Land Trust’s work to acquire and preserve land, establish a 
cemetery to reinter stolen Ohlone ancestral remains and build a community center and round house so current and 

future generations of Indigenous people can thrive in the Bay Area. 
 

 
Dr. Avivah Zornberg is coming! 

Sunday, May 7, 7pm 
Co-sponsored by Kehilla 

     Dr. Zornberg is a scholar of English literature and 
of Torah and rabbinic literature.  She weaves 
together ancient and modern perspectives to bring 
sacred texts to life.  She is the author of several 
extraordinary books.    

At Chochmat HaLev, 
2215 Prince Street, Berkeley 
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Protecting Immigrants in Our Community 
Submitted by Julie Litwin, Kehilla Immigration Committee

     Whether we are immigrants ourselves or are 
concerned about the safety of immigrants in our 
community, it is important for all of us to know the 
rights of immigrants and to know what to do if we 
witness activity by ICE (Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement). 
    The Trump administration has broadened the 
policies that prioritize who to target for deportation so 
that many more people are now included.  New 
immigration officers are being hired, and new 
detention facilities are being built. An upsurge in raids, 
detentions and deportations in the Bay Area is likely. 
     A new partnership called Alameda County 
Immigration Legal and Education Partnership (ACILEP), 
funded by the City of Oakland, County of Alameda and 
the SF Foundation, has recently formed to respond to 
the threat to immigrants in our county.  ACILEP will, 
among other things, provide weekly know-your-rights 
workshops throughout the county, a hotline, and rapid 
response training. Both Oakland Community 
Organizations (OCO) and Interfaith Movement for 
Human Integrity, two organizations that Kehilla works 
with closely, are part of ACILEP. 
     Keep and share these 24-hour hotlines for 
witnesses of ICE activity and for individuals who have 
been detained in need of emergency legal assistance.  
     Alameda County: 510-241-4011 
     San Francisco:  415-200-1548 
     California:  1-844-878-7801 

To Learn More: 
     It is highly recommended to attend a know-your-
rights workshop.  Several of us from Kehilla recently 
attended such a workshop, sponsored by Interfaith 
Movement for Human Integrity, in which a popular 
theater group and members of the audience acted out 

various scenarios.  It became increasingly clear to all of 
us how important it is to actually practice what to do if 
ICE appears at the door or if we witness a raid rather 
than react in panic.  

Information for those who may be targets of ICE: 
     Both citizens and non-citizens have Constitutional 
rights.  The 4th Amendment protects all of us from 
agents who seek to enter our home or search our 
belongings without a warrant signed by a judge.  The 
5th Amendment protects our right to remain silent. We 
also have the right to ask for an attorney. 

     -If ICE agents come to your door, do not open it 
unless the agents have a warrant signed by a judge 
with your name and address on it.  Ask the agents to 
slide this warrant under the door for you to see. Be 
aware that the agents may not identify themselves as 
ICE agents and may try to trick you into opening the 
door.  
     -Carry a “Know Your Rights” card to slide under the 
door to give to the agents. https://www.ilrc.org/red-
cards  (See below for picture of card.) 

     - Do not give the agents any verbal information, 
documents or sign anything without talking to an 
attorney.   
 -If you are outside and are stopped you can ask, "Am I 
free to leave?"  If so, you can walk away without 
showing identification or answering any questions. If 
not, you can invoke your 5th Amendment right and 
specifically say you want to remain silent and not 
answer any further questions. 
-Be polite. Do not flee or resist arrest.  Do not lie or 
give false documents.  
[continued on next page] 

 
Know Your Rights Card 
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Protecting Immigrants in Our Community  
[continued from p. 7.]
 
-If you have an attorney, always carry the name and 
phone number with you. If you are detained and don’t 
have your own attorney and need emergency legal 
help, call the hotline. 
-Make an emergency plan for your children, including 
a document that authorizes another adult to care for 
minor children if you are detained. An example of such 
a plan can be found at https://www.ilrc.org/family-
peparedness-plan 
Rapid Response From the Community: 
     -ACILEP will be offering ongoing training sessions 
for first responders to an ICE raid.  First responders 
will be called by the hotline dispatcher to go to the 

scene of a raid in progress or where a raid has just 
occurred.  Duties include verifying and documenting 
ICE activity, interviewing witnesses, communicating 
with the dispatcher and giving moral support to family 
members or friends of the person/s who have been 
detained. 
     -ACILEP and other organizations, including Bay 
Resistance, are also organizing to alert large numbers 
of community members when a raid is in progress to 
come to the scene and witness or, perhaps, stop ICE 
activity.   
     If you have questions or would like more 
information on upcoming rapid response trainings, 
contact: 
ImmigrationCommitteeChairs@kehillasynagogue.org

 

A Note from Noa Grayevsky, Executive Director, JYCA 

Dear Kehilla Members, 
     A couple of weekends ago youth from Jewish Youth 
for Community Action (JYCA for short) canvassed with 
a multiracial, intergenerational and mixed class group 
of about 100 community members from synagogues 
and mosques all over the region, including our very 
own Kehilla. They attended a non-violent intervention 
training with Rabbi Lynn Gottlieb to learn how to 
interrupt instances of Islamophobia and racism that 
they witness, and participated in a training with Penny 
Rosenwasser about how to talk with neighbors about 
racism, Islamophobia and anti-Semitism. 
     They then spent the afternoon connecting with 
neighbors and shopkeepers all over Oakland, many of 
them immigrants themselves, about the importance of 
living in solidarity with immigrants, communities of 
color and Muslims against hate and violence. They 
asked neighbors to put signs in their windows saying 
"We stand with our Muslim, Arab and Immigrant 
neighbors." As they canvassed up and down Telegraph 
Avenue in Oakland they met many neighbors who 
were moved and grateful to have people in the 

community raising consciousness about solidarity with 
oppressed communities. In one beautiful moment, an 
older Ethiopian woman who hardly spoke English ran 
after the youth down the street after her customer 
translated the message of the sign for her, crying and 
asking for one. 
     At the end of the day we came together at 
Lighthouse Mosque in Oakland with all of the 
canvassers for an interfaith celebration of our 
connections, political resistance and resilience. Youth 
were powerful, eloquent and open-hearted. JYCA 
youth expressed appreciating being 
in intergenerational community working together to 
resist Islamophobia, and adults seemed to be heart 
warmed by getting to work together with the youth. I 
felt so filled by this day, and by the profound ways in 
which I felt Jewish - with youth and Kehilla members, 
in a Mosque, with our immigrant neighbors, praying 
with our feet. 
     Warmly, 
     Noa Grayevsky
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Update on Afghan Family  
and How You Can Make a Difference in Their Lives 

by Lisa Korwin
 

     In last month’s Kol Kehilla, we introduced you to an 
Afghan family who arrived in our country. We’re 
happy to inform you that they have found an 
apartment to live in and while it is much smaller then 
they will ultimately want, it provides a home base 
from which to begin their lives here in the US.  
     I feel so lucky to be connected to this family who 
fled their home in Kabul just days after the travel ban 
was lifted.  I am part of a team helping them get 
settled here—learn how to get their kids in school, 
find ESL classes, get some medical problems attended 
to, find long-term housing and so much more.  Every 
time I meet with them I am charmed by their warmth 
and intelligence and I want to do so much more to 
help. 
     Kehilla members, Anna, Loel and Esther, who 
graciously provided temporary housing for this family, 
have set up a Go Fund Me page (see link at end of this 
article) so that you can join us in helping them. A 
priority for them is to buy a van or a big car for their 
family, because a car is how you get to job interviews, 
how you get groceries for the big family and how you 
take your kids to all the activities that will help them 
integrate through soccer games, drama camps or 
biology club field trips. They can also benefit from 
cash to buy school supplies, light bulbs, pay for 
haircuts, monthly internet service and just plain old 
laundry detergent.  
 

 
     Somehow they got it together, got all the kids 
organized and got out, just in time.  Goodbye to the 
only life they have ever known.  Goodbye, probably 
forever, to their house, their school friends, their 
achievements and identities at home, to come here as 
refugees and immigrants. They have never talked to us 
about the horrible times they must have endured to 
be willing to leave everything behind, but we have 
read enough about the Taliban to imagine that they 
felt hunted every day of their lives.  When I asked how 
the girls learned some English, the Dad told me he 
sent them to school in a secure automobile so that 
nobody knew who they were or where they were 
going.   We know the stories of our own immigrant 
ancestors, the paths of secrecy, fear and loss so many 
of them took to get here, so we  can guess that it is 
the same for this family. When you look at the picture 
on the Go Fund Me page, you will see they are with 
some of their new American friends and some of their 
own family who already lived here.  They are handling 
the stress of re-location pretty well.  
      If you have been wondering what you can 
personally do about the refugee crisis and wanting to 
know that your donation will be channeled the right 
way, I think this is a great way for you to get involved. 
And please share this with your network of 
warmhearted people. 
https://www.gofundme.com/5wg35-help-a-refugee-
family. 
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                             On the Origins of Kehilla 
                                                          by Rabbi Burt Jacobson

Note: This is the eleventh of an 
ongoing series of personal essays on 
the beginnings of Kehilla. Each 

article shares the origins of one or more of the ideals 
and/or values that motivated me to start Kehilla. The 
essays are adapted from the manuscript of the book I 
have now completed, There is Only One Love: The 
Ba’al Shem Tov in the Modern World. 

Feminism 
   Second-wave feminism got its start in 1963 with the 
publication of Betty Friedan’s The Feminine Mystique. I 
became aware of this book in 1969. A woman I was 
dating at the time suggested that I read it. Rachel 
wanted to become a rabbi. Well, this was a new idea 
for me. A woman rabbi. But where would she study? 
Who would ordain her? Nonetheless, I encouraged her.  
   So I read The Feminine Mystique. Friedan wrote that 
modern women felt a sense of depression because 
they were forced to be subservient to men. In post-
World War II life in the United States, she stated, 
women were encouraged to be wives, mothers and 
housewives—and only wives, mothers and housewives. 
So, she wrote, housewives were asking themselves, “Is 
that all?”  
   I took the book home to show my mother. “What 
does she say?” she asked. I summarized Friedan’s 
thesis. “So what’s new?” my mother quipped. I was not 
too surprised by her response, for while I was growing 
up, and especially during my adolescence, my mother 
made me aware—mostly in subtle non-verbal ways—of 
the limitations she had to endure because of her status 
as a woman and a housewife.  
    I was able to identify with the issues Friedan 
described because I myself—a sensitive and somewhat 
passive man—had grown up feeling dominated, even 
oppressed, in my family, at school, in college and later 
by my instructors at the Jewish Theological Seminary. 
Over time the feminist analysis of culture and society 
would enable me to critique both the patriarchal 
foundations of traditional Judaism and the modern 
hyper-masculine capitalist nation-state with its 
competitiveness, militarism and materialism.  
   What if women were to have a more equal role in 
managing society? In re-fashioning contemporary 
Judaism? Could things be different? In that first 
discussion with my mother she told me: “Mark my 
words, it will be a long time, perhaps centuries, until 
women are really treated equally in this society.” 

   It had certainly not been not easy for my mother. As 
an adolescent, Gertie Goldberg had enthusiastically 
envisioned a professional career as a musician. In her 
late teens, she started the first all-women’s jazz band, 
but the parents of these young women would not allow 
them to book any professional engagements.  
   Gert became an organist for the silent movies. She 
was dating my father at the time, and he would feed 
her dinner while she played in the darkened theatre. In 
1927, Gert received a contract at the largest movie 
palace in Cleveland, but two weeks later The Jazz 
Singer, the first “talkie,” made its debut in theatres. 
Her contract was cancelled. Gert was nineteen years 
old at the time. 
   When my parents married, my father made it clear 
that he was going to be the sole breadwinner in the 
family and Gert was no longer going to work. She was 
saddened, but like most of the women of the time, she 
accepted my father’s pronouncement as her fate. 
Through the years, however, as she gained more of a 
sense of her own worth, she became a piano teacher 
and a visual artist, and she lectured on the history of 
Jewish art. By the end of her life she was seen as both a 
mentor and a model for many younger women in San 
Antonio. 
   Early on, Gert also turned her talents to volunteer 
work in the Jewish community, most especially as the 
chairwoman of the Anti-Defamation League in 
Cleveland. In that capacity she waged a furious 
campaign to convince the leaders of the Jewish 
community that Adolph Hitler’s rise to power in 
Germany posed a threat to the Jews of Europe. She 
also traveled to Washington, D.C., to meet with 
senators and congressmen. But her Cassandran 
warnings were ignored. The sense of helplessness she 
felt as her catastrophic visions materialized left her 
enraged, bitter and depressed. 
   When our family moved to Texas in 1947, Gert 
became the chairwoman of the Anti-Defamation 
League in San Antonio. In that capacity she worked 
with teachers in the public schools, instructing them on 
how to promote racial, ethnic and religious tolerance in 
their classrooms. I remember her telling me that on the 
rare occasion when she had to ride a municipal bus, 
she would always sit in a seat at the rear of the vehicle, 
under the sign that read, “These seats reserved for 
colored patrons only.” Bus drivers were unsuccessful in 
their attempts to get her to move. 
  [continued on next page)  
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 On the Origins of Kehilla 
[continued from page 8] 
 
   In the 1960's, after race riots had rocked San Antonio, 
Gert Jacobson became the first woman and  the first 
Jew invited to become a member of the San Antonio 
mayor’s Human Rights Commission. In this capacity she 
worked with the mayor and with the male leaders of 
the African-American and the Latino communities on 
issues of bigotry and on measures that might help 
repair the racial inequality that was so omnipresent. 
   In her own way, Gert Jacobson contributed to the 
feminist revolution that began in the 1970's. And it was 
my mother’s example that inspired me toward a 
lifelong commitment to human justice and to tikkun 
olam, the mending the world. 

   When I was formulating the vision of Kehilla 
Community Synagogue, I made it clear that this would 
be a congregation in which both women and men 
would share all leadership roles in an equal way. The 
early liturgies that I composed for High Holy Days, 
Shabbat and the festivals did away with patriarchal 
language. I used a variety of metaphors for the great 
mystery, but the only gendered name for the divine 
was “Shekhinah,” which Rabbi Lynn Gottlieb translated 
as “She who dwells within.” 
   Despite my commitment to feminism, though, I 
discovered that my male conditioning led me, at times, 
to act out in chauvinist ways toward women. As my 
awareness increased, I was able to grow and shift some 
unconscious behaviors. At the same time, I feel regret 
for the way I have hurt some of the women in my life, 
and wherever I could, I have reached out to seek their 
forgiveness.  

 

The Kehilla Annual Retreat!  

July 14-16, 2017 

 

 

 

 

 
 

In Bort Meadow, 
 Anthony Chabot Regional Park 

All day or all weekend -- you choose!  

     We  will be relaxing and eating and schmoozing and attending services and playshops and napping 
under the trees.  

     New members! This is the best way ever to take that next step into the heart of our community.  

     Campers! It’s the highlight of our camping families so come join. New to camping? Help awaits you.  

     School Families! The school will be organizing lots of ways for our kids and their families to be 
especially wanted (and needed) – a very amazing skit for the talent(?) show; perfect games and activities 
for active young ‘uns seeking a huge meadow in which to be far away and yet not out of sight; s'mores; 
campfire; and, especially, friends from Kehilla School.  

So mark your calendars now! 
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Bar/Bat Mitzvah Class Group Poem 
     The students in the Bar/Bat Mitzvah Program recently had a workshop about spirituality with 
Rabbi Burt, Helen Stoltzfus, and Susan Schulman. One of the activities was to create a group poem 
inspired by a story about the Ba'al Shem Tov. We thought the results were beautiful and wanted to 
share the finished poems with the Kehilla Community!

 
Beyond 

Like a blink 
Smells of oak and pine 

Feeling small 
 

Become our sanctuary 
Havasupai 
Pictures 
Peaceful 
Bridge 

Solitary, but not lonely 
 

Weirdness 
Laughing 

Mighty, mighty children 
Fighting for justice 

People there for each other 
Each day with dirt 

Covering most of my body 
 

 
Intricate parts 

Intense sensation  
Feeling my footsteps 

Happiness of being alive and alert 
Almost out of a dream 

Birds calling 
 

You Are the Ba’al Shem Tov 
I see the woods of my childhood 

Dark matter and dark energy 
Beautiful 
Hungry 

Warm sun and cool breeze 
Golden light on hills 

 
Quiet 

Dark and peaceful 
Breath...in, out, in, out 

Waves crashing

 
 
 

Thank you for Your Generosity

General Fund 
Reni Aniela and Miguel Zuliani 

Christine Orrey 
Rosemary Robinson in memory of Lee Abrams, Miriam 

Abrams' mother 
 

In Honor of Rabbi David 
Sandra Berrigan 

Debbie Fier 
Rabbi Dean Kertesz 

Amy Shutkin and Bob Olken 
Tree Gelb Stuber 

NEAT 
Cynthia Johnson 
Richard Solomon 

Don and Betty Stone 
 

Terumah 
Reni Aniela and Miguel Zuliani 

Barbara Cohen 
Ruth Minka 
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April 2017 
Please remember that all events are scent-free.
Sat., April 1, 10:30am-12Noon, Family Shabbat with 
Rabbi Dev, Beth Dickinson, and Jenna Stover-Kemp. A 
family, child, and teen-friendly service filled with 
upbeat songs and prayers geared to younger 
participants but meaningful to all. Kehilla School kiddos 
will help lead the way! Kiddush at noon: Please bring 
veggie or dairy finger foods to share. Sanctuary. 

Sat., April 1, 10:30am, Tot Morning Shabbat. With a 
special emphasis on babies and children up to 3 and 
their grown ups - but children up to 5 are welcome! 
Led by Jen Miriam Kantor, Alon Altman and Jen’s 
puppet friends.  Gather for songs, prayers, and stories 
and end with challah and grape juice and bring a snack 
to share if you’d like. Back classroom, main floor. 

Sun., April 2, 9am. Joyfully Jewish for Kindergarteners.  
Back Classroom, main Floor. 

Mon., April 3, 7:50am-9:00am, Special Morning 
Meditation Sit with guest leader Rabbi Sheila 
Weinberg, a trailblazer in the field of creative liturgy 
and mindfulness as part of Jewish practice. She will give 
a 20-30 minute teaching, followed by a 30 minute sit, 
then as usual, “Modeh Ani” and mourner’s kaddish.  In 
the Fireside Room (Enter through the Patio entrance on 
Fairview)  

Mon., April 3, 7pm. Queer Torah Class. With Jenna 
Stover-Kemp and Rabbi Dev Noily. First class of the 
series.  Social Hall. (See p. 5 for details.) 

Tues., April 4, 6pm. Middle East Peace Committee 
Meeting.  Fireside Room. 

Wed., April 5, 7:50am Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room (Enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview)  Doors open at 7:50 a.m., 
short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30, 
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. 

Thurs., April 6, 4-6pm. No Kehilla School.  Spring break. 

Fri, April 7, 7:30pm, Kabbalat Shabbat with Hazzan 
Shulamit, Debbie Fier, and Jenna Stover-Kemp. Join us 
to light Shabbat candles and for a song-filled and 
soulful evening of both spirited and contemplative 
prayer. Kiddush follows the service. Bring veggie finger-
food to share.  Sanctuary. 

Sat., April 8, 10:30am, Shabbat Morning Service with 
Sharon Grodin and Hazzan Shulamit. Kiddush follows 
the service. Bring veggie finger-food to share.  Fireside 
Room. 

Sat., April 8, 7pm. Special Film Showing: “Al Helm (the 
Dream): Martin Luther King in Palestine.” Sponsored 
by the Middle East Peace Committee. (See p. 6 for 
details.) Sanctuary. 

Mon., April 10, FIRST NIGHT PASSOVER. (NOT A 
SYNAGOGUE EVENT) Have a seder at home or as a 
guest elsewhere. Kehilla has an innovative on-line 
Haggadah and instructions on how to use it. Click here: 
Kehilla Home Haggadah & Instructions 

Mon., April 10, 6pm-9pm, Glitter Seder for Young 
Adults. Glitter Kehilla is hosting a first night Passover 
seder for folks in their 20s/30s, especially those who 
don't have a place to go or who want to be in 
community. Please RSVP to glitterkehilla@gmail.com 
for details and location. 

Tue., April 11, Second Seder Night (NOT A SYNAGOGUE 
EVENT) 

Wed., April 12, 7:50am, Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room (Enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview)  Doors open at 7:50 a.m., 
short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30, 
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. 

Thurs., April 13, 4-6pm. No Kehilla School.  Spring 
break. 

Thurs., April 13, 6:15pm. Greening Committee 
Meeting. Back classroom, main floor. 

Fri., April 14, 6:30pm, Friday Night Peace Walk with 
OCO. join Rabbi David in this walk for peace in our own 
community led by Oakland Community Organizations’ 
Ceasefire campaign. Second Fridays are when Kehilla 
folks are particularly encouraged to come. The 
Ceasefire campaign is many-sided including the training 
and mobilization of neighborhood peace interveners, 
the retraining of police, and a weekly peace walk with 
local congregations to support a “culture of peace and 
healing” in neighborhoods at risk. Rabbi David reports 
that he has done this many times and it is an especially 
nice way to meet people from across the spectrum of 
Oakland communities. Meet inside First Mt. Sinai 
Church, 1970 86th Ave. For info, call 510-606-5064.  

Sat., April 15, 10:30am-12:30pm, Shabbat Morning 
Passover Service with Hallel and Yizkor, Join Rabbi 
David and Julie Nesnansky for our Shabbat of Passover 
service with special Hallel and Yizkor services. Hallel is 
sung on holidays -- and this Shabbat of Passover is one 
of the four occasions to do the memorial Yizkor service 
during the year. Kiddush and oneg to follow. Please 
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bring a vegetarian potluck dish to share if you can, but 
since it is Passover, do not bring foods except those 
conforming to our Passover food policy (see p. 16 for 
food policy.) Fireside Room. 

Sat., April 15, 4:45pm, KEHILLA COMMUNITY SEDER. 
Led by Rabbis Burt Jacobson, David J. Cooper, Julie 
Nesnansky. We will be joined by guest speaker, Issa 
Hakizimana a refugee from Burundi who was housed 
with a Kehilla family for several months. Our Theme 
will be: The Exodus Continues: on Immigrants and 
Refugees. We feature a delicious catered organic 
vegetarian (mostly gluten-free) meal vegetarian, To 
register, visit the website at 
http://kehillasynagogue.org/kehilla-community-
passover-seder/ 

Mon., April 17, 7pm. Book Discussion Group.  We will 
discuss In The Darkroom by Susan Faludi. All Kehilla 
members welcome. Fireside Room. (See p. 6  for 
details.) 

Mon., April 17, 7pm. Queer Torah Class. With Jenna 
Stover-Kemp and Rabbi Dev Noily.  Social Hall. (See p. 5 
for details.) 

Wed., April 19, 7:50am. Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room (Enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview)  Doors open at 7:50 a.m., 
short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30, 
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. 

Wed., April 19, 7pm. An Evening with the Ba’al Shem 
Tov.  A class with Rabbis Burt Jacobson & Cynthia 
Hoffman. Back classroom, main floor. (See p. 5 for 
details.) 

Wed., April 19, 6:30pm. Economic Justice Committee 
Meeting. Buber Room. 

Thurs., April 20, 4-6pm. Kehilla School. Please enter 
through the kitchen door. 

Fri., April 21, 1:30pm. Art Committee Meeting. Back 
classroom, main floor. 

Fri., April 21, 7:30pm. Kabbalat Shabbat with Hazzan 
Shulamit, Beth Dickinson, and Julie Nesnansky.  Join us 
to light Shabbat candles and for a song-filled and 
soulful evening of spirited and contemplative prayer. 
Kiddush follows the service. Bring veggie finger-food or 
dessert to share.  Sanctuary. 

Sat., April 22, 10:30am. Shabbat Service on Earth Day 
with Rabbi David & Julie Nesnansky. During the 
service, we will be reading from Leviticus’ laws on 
permitted and forbidden foods (kashrut). In honor of 
Earth Day, we will look at “eco-kashrut,” i.e. how we 
consume our resources consciously and with 
mindfulness. We will keep the service short so that 
people can leave to go to San Francisco for the 
afternoon’s Earth Day festival. Some may elect instead 
or shul to go to the March for Science in SF that 
morning. Check Social Action Opportunities email for 
info. The Torah reading will be Leviticus 11:1-10 (Aliyot 
1-3, 4-6, 7-10). If you want to leyn email Rabbi David. 
Kiddush follows the service. Bring veggie finger-food or 
dessert to share. Fireside Room. 

Mon., April 24, 7pm. Queer Torah Class. With Jenna 
Stover-Kemp and Rabbi Dev Noily.  Social Hall. (See p. 5 
for details.) 

Tues., April 25, 6:45pm. (Dinner at 6:15)  Board of 
Trustees Meeting. All members are welcome. Fireside  
Room. 

Wed., April 26, 7:50am. Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room (Enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview)  Doors open at 7:50 a.m., 
short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30.  

Thurs., April 27, 4-6pm. Kehilla School. Please enter 
through the kitchen door. 

Fri., April 28, 6:30pm. Tot Shabbat, For children up to 5 
years old (or older if they enjoy it) and their grown-ups. 
Led by Jen Miriam Kantor, Alon Altman and Jen’s 
puppet friends. Please bring a vegetarian potluck dish. 
Social Hall. 

Sat., April 29, Time & location TBA. Praying With Our 
Feet for Planet Earth with Kehilla, Islamic Cultural 
Center and Montclair Presbyterian -- our Faith Trio 
united with Kehilla’s Greening Committee on the 
Shabbat of Earth Day and participating in the Earth Day 
action in Oakland. We will be gathering for a joint 
interfaith prayer service at a time and place to be 
determined. We will let people know through our 
emails and Facebook page as soon as we have the 
details. 

 

 

 



 
16 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kehilla Community Synagogue 
1300 Grand Avenue, Piedmont, CA 94610 

Please use the following number for all staff:  (510) 547-2424 

Co-Rabbi, David J. Cooper 
Rabbidavid@kehillasynagogue.org 

x103 Youth Programs Coordinator,  
Natalie Boskin  
Natalie@kehillasynagogue.org 

x107 

Co-Rabbi, Dev Noily  
RabbiDev@kehillasynagogue.org 

x104 Bookkeeper, Molly Melamed 
Molly@kehillasynagogue.org 

x102 

Executive Director, Michael Saxe-Taller 
Michael@kehillasynagogue.org 

x101 Events Line: x216 

Music Director, Hazzan Shulamit Wise Fairman 
Shulamit@kehillasynagogue.org 

 Fax: 510-547-2442  

Founding Rabbi, Burt Jacobson  510- 283-5704 
RabBurt@earthlink.net 

 Chevra Kadisha: 
Jane Hoberman: 510-843-6047 

 

Office Administrator, Dee Ward, 
Dee@kehillasynagogue.org 

x100 Committee Against Abuse: 
Steven Falk: 510-339-0517 

 

Operations Manager, Beth Bittle 
Beth@kehillasynagogue.org 

x106 Spiritual Life Practices Committee Chair:  
Shoshana Finacom 
Spirituallife@kehillasynagogue.org 

 

Bar/Bat Mitvzah Program Director, Sandra 
Razieli 
Sandra@kehillasynagogue.org 

 Kol Kehilla Layout & Editor:   
Sasha Gottfried   
Proofreaders: Shoshana Finacom, Laura 
Finkler  

 

 

Special Passover Food Policy at Kehilla (April 10-18) 
Kehilla is observing a completely chometz-free practice in regard to Passover, i.e., no leavening (no bread, 
no beer, no distilled drinks). 

We need the cooperation of anyone who is planning to bring food to the synagogue building during 
Passover week (and just before). We ask people to follow the guidelines listed below from Monday, April 10 
through the end of Tuesday, April 18. 

If you are bringing food to Kehilla for a potluck or any other reason, please note that the following rules 
apply: 

Vegetarian and dairy only. NO bread. NO grains in the ingredients EXCEPT rice and quinoa. 

The ONLY allowed foods made from wheat are MATZA, or, where the wheat was already baked into Matza, 
such as Matza Balls which are made from Matza meal without wheat flour. 
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Kehilla Community Synagogue 

1300 Grand Avenue                                   

Piedmont CA  94610      

                  
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

 

 
 


