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ALEPH is Not Silent – It is Listening

ALEPH Listening Tour at Kehilla Friday & Saturday April 15 & 16
by Rabbi David J. Cooper
the following:

The Velveteen Rabbi a.k.a.
Rachel Barenblat and Rabbi David
Markus will be guest service
leaders and teachers on the
Shabbat of April 15 and 16—and
they are not to be missed—but
they, along with ALEPH ED Shoshanna SchechterShaffin, are coming to listen more than to lead. At
Kehilla, they want to learn what local congregants of
one of Jewish Renewal’s flagship communities can teach
them about making the national Renewal movement
even better.

• Innovation Space. How can we cultivate a shared
pan-Renewal “ecosystem” for continued spiritual
and organizational innovation? What are ideal
preconditions for successful spiritual and
organizational innovation, and how can we best
maximize those conditions? What do we most
need to teach innovation to future leaders and
seekers?
• Renewal as Alliance. How can we together steward
this “ecosystem” without falling into competitive
traps of zero-sum financial games? Given that
Renewal is a phenomenon far larger than ALEPH,
should ALEPH aspire to make real its title (“Alliance
for Jewish Renewal”)? What should ALEPH’s role
be in such an alliance – hub, umbrella, incubator or
something else?

Many Kehilla members are unaware that for more
than 40 years Jewish Renewal has had an umbrella
organization now called ALEPH. It has created and/or
run important institutions: the national Kallah
gathering, the regional Ru’ach Ha’aretz retreats,
OHALAH (the Jewish clergy organization), and the ALEPH
Program which trains rabbis, cantors, chaplains and
spiritual directors. Both Hazzan Shulamit and I are
graduates.

• Strategic Strengths and Weaknesses. What are
ALEPH’s greatest strengths and weaknesses, and
what specific recommendations for ALEPH and
Renewal’s futures flow from them?

The ALEPH Alliance has come to realize that as the
Renewal Movement enters into a new generation, it
needs to learn where it succeeds, where it fails, and
how it should evolve to meet the changing needs of
Jewish Renewal communities and individuals. At our
Friday night service on the 15th, Rabbi David Markus
will be teaching and Rabbi Rachel Barenblat will co-lead
the Chai Shabbat the next morning. But their reason to
be with us is actually our gathering after Kiddush on
Saturday where we will have an open mic and
discussion looking at such questions as:

• Not Knowing. What question isn’t here that should
be? How would you answer it?
They invite your reflections either by coming at
1:30pm, April 16, or emailing them your answers,
questions, gripes to chair@ALEPH.org. Also check out
their Listening Tour page at https://ALEPH.org/listeningtour

See p. 3 for details about the Listening Tour
at Kehilla.
To get a sense of how important ALEPH is to our
community, see articles from Hazzan Shulamit and
Rabbi Diane Elliot on the next page about the impact
of ALEPH on their lives.

What do you most cherish about Renewal that you
hope the future will carry forward? What would you
jettison or change? What new focus would you
recommend in coming years?
Rabbis Rachel and David write:
“Recognizing that Renewal is expanding beyond
ALEPH alone, we especially welcome observations about

.
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Thoughts on ALEPH

Why Am I So Excited About ALEPH
Coming to Kehilla?!

by Rabbi Diane Elliot

by Hazzan Shulamit Wise Fairman

Members of Kehilla and other Jewish Renewal
communities may not realize that their leaders are
already part of a larger network: ALEPH Alliance for
Jewish Renewal and OHALAH, the Renewal clergy
organization. We Renewal rabbis, cantors, rabbinic
pastors, and spiritual directors see one another regularly
at annual conferences and retreats. There we discuss
knotty spiritual and ethical questions, daven together,
study together, sit together on the ALEPH and OHALAH
boards, take political action together, and support one
another personally.
It is this network that keeps us going as leaders, keeps
us informed and inspired and in relationship with the
larger Jewish and human world. In my experience, no
spiritual leader can do the job of holding the people in
their communities without this kind of a support
network. How amazing it would be if community
members, too, were conscious of and participated in
these networks of support!
Through ALEPH communities, I found my way back
into a Judaism that touched my heart and impassioned
my spirit in the same way that my camp experiences
growing up in the Reform movement had. ALEPH’s
teachers ignited my thirst for Jewish learning, offering an
approach to Judaism that had space for seriousmeditator-me to sit quietly and also for ecstatic-dancerme to let loose—all within a Jewish context.
Personally speaking, ALEPH, its teachers and
programs, are responsible for the whole shape of my
current life. I met Burt at an ALEPH Kallah in 2003 where
were both faculty. At that time, I was already a rabbinical
student, inspired to enter rabbinical training by my
contact with ALEPH teachers. The core of my work now—
delivering training in embodied Jewish spirituality to
clergy, students, and lay leaders—is being supported and
promoted by ALEPH as one of its in-house training
programs.
The ALEPH Alliance for Jewish Renewal grew in support
of the work of Rabbi Zalman Schachter-Shalomi z”l*,
who, along with Rabbi Shlomo Carlebach z”l, planted the
seeds for much of what we now know as Jewish Renewal.
In the Bay Area, that means the Aquarian Minyan, Kehilla
Community Synagogue, Chochmat Ha-Lev, Beyt Tikkun,
and a number of havurot and other synagogues, which,
though not necessarily identified with the Jewish
Renewal movement, were founded or are served by
rabbis and lay leaders who were trained by Reb Zalman
and his students.
* z”l = zichrono li-vracha = of blessed memory

Why? Because so much of who I am has been
inspired, shaped, and nurtured by the Jewish Renewal
movement. For the past 17 years, I have been
swimming in a sea of Renewal through friendships,
mentorships, synagogue life, training programs, and
retreats across North America.
My first Jewish upbringing was in mid-Missouri, in a
small, unaffiliated community. It featured homeholiday celebrations, Hebrew school and bat mitzvah,
political activism, High Holiday services, encountering
anti-Jewish oppression, and feeling sometimes special,
and other times scared, being different than most
everyone else. Post-bat mitzvah, I rebelled against
patriarchy and promptly inherited a paperback library
on feminism from my mom’s friends. Out with Judaism
and in with neo-pagan goddess worship and Wicca…
what a relief!
By 22, after studying West African music for years, I
was curious about my own Ashkenazi musical heritage.
Could there be a viable spiritual path for me in
Judaism?! I got Rabbi Marcia Falk’s prayer book, “The
Book of Blessings,” and found myself praying and
weeping with joy. Based on my book learning, I began
leading communal prayer and teaching and
experimenting with prayer, Torah study, and ritual, but
I longed for guidance. After hitting some stumbling
blocks while organizing young, queer Jews through the
local university Hillel, I set my sites on Boston, to study
at Hebrew College and find comrades and mentors.
What I found exceeded my wildest imagination! I
found Reb Daniel Siegel and Reb Hanna Tiferet and the
B’nai Or community, an Aleph affiliate. I found a
feminist, heart centered, spiritually rich community of
practice and care. Through B’nai Or and other ALEPHaffiliated retreats and programs, like the Kallah, I got
much more than the new and ancient music I craved. I
gained access to Jewish mystical wisdom. I found other
queer Jews. I got grown up all over again by people
who looked after me, mentored me, listened to my
heartbreaks, cheered me on, and affirmed my
centrality in the evolving project of renewing Jewish
life. I made life-long friends all over the country. And I
developed a freelance career leading prayer, tutoring
b’nai mitvah kids and officiating life cycle events.
Six years later, in 2004, sitting in the mystery of how
to further align with my life purpose, a job opening for
Music Director at Kehilla arrived in my inbox by dint of

[continued on p. 10]

[continued on p. 10]
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SPECIAL SHABBAT
“ALEPH is Listening”
Friday & Saturday April 15 & 16
With Special Guests:
Co-Chairs of ALEPH: Rabbi David Markus & Rabbi Rachel Barenblat
Executive Director of ALEPH: Shoshanna Schechter-Shaffin
Shoshanna
Schechter-Shaffin

Rabbi Rachel
Barenblat

Shoshanna
Schecter-Shaffin

Rabbi David Markus

Kabbalat Shabbat

Chai Shabbat

Friday, April 15, 7:30pm

Saturday, April 16, 10am

Led by Hazzan Shulamit, guest Rabbi David
Markus and all our Musical Prayer Leaders. Join us to
light Shabbat candles and for a song-filled and soulful
evening of spirited and contemplative prayer. Rabbi
David Markus is co-chair of Aleph Alliance for Jewish
Renewal and will be giving a d’var Torah to help
prepare the way for a Listening/Open Mic gathering
on Saturday about the future of the Jewish Renewal
Movement. For more about their tour, see About the
Listening Tour here: at https://ALEPH.org/listeningtour. Oneg Social Gathering following. Please bring
veggie finger food to share.

With Kehilla’s Service Leaders and Musical Prayer
Leaders and Rabbi Rachel Barenblat (“The Velveteen
Rabbi”), and Yes, it’s one of our special musical and
spiritual Chai Shabbatot with an extra twist. We
welcome the leadership this morning of Rabbi Rachel, an
inspiring service leader and co-chair of the Aleph
Alliance for Jewish Renewal. And, after the service and
kiddush, we will have time to interact with her and cochair Rabbi David Markus in a Listening/Open Mic
gathering concerning the future of the Jewish Renewal
Movement. Oneg Social Gathering following, sponsored
by Jon & Ruthie Levin. Please bring additional veggie
dishes to share.

Special Listening Tour/Open Mic session
Saturday, April 16, 1:30pm
With the co-chairs of the Aleph Alliance for Jewish Renewal, Rabbis Rachel
Barenblat and David Markus, and Aleph Executive Director Shoshanna SchechterShaffin, along with Kehilla’s spiritual leaders, on the future of Jewish Renewal. What
do you most cherish about Renewal that you hope the future will carry forward?
What would you jettison or change? What new focus would you recommend in
coming years? What would you need to be better able to partake of, or contribute
to the benefits of the Jewish Renewal movement beyond Kehilla? Bring your own
thoughts or questions to share.
See About the Listening Tour (https://aleph.org/listening-tour).
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The January Leadership Retreat: Pointing Towards Renewing Our Future

During the first weekend of February, a group of
almost 70 Kehilla members gathered for the first
Leadership Retreat. With the four stated goals of
making connections, creating a shared narrative, better
understanding leadership, and envisioning the future,
participants linked with one another in an effort to
reflect deeply on the future of Kehilla. A brief review of
the weekend follows.

members, parents from the school, board members,
peace and social activitists, and staff, just to name a
few. Issues that surfaced included race, socioeconomic
status, age and gender balance.
Orienting ourselves toward the future
As the weekend closed with a visioning process,
shared dreams, diverse visions, and uncertainty for the
future emerged with strong feelings. Kehilla has been a
safe place, and also a difficult place for individuals and
families, particularly in terms of being seen and fully
heard. Creating a space for this to be heard was an
important step in securing our future.

Making connections
Our aim was to connect beyond differences and build
relationships that support our diversity within Kehilla’s
greater structure. By design, many of the participants at
the retreat had never met one another. It was our
desire to create deeper connections and get to know
one another better, building a more cohesive
community.

Joy, sorrow, and deep expressions of appreciation
punctuated the weekend. The retreat invited everyone
to find their path to leadership at Kehilla. Looking
beyond the shared vision of the organizers, that
leadership can and will emerge throughout the
community.

The story of us
Collectively we participated in various group
activities- thinking, moving, writing, and sharing our
perspectives of who we are as Kehilla and where we
have been. We paid close attention to the process of
defining our history and values. Developing a shared
narrative of Kehilla’s story occurred through a history
wall created by all participants as well as regular doses
of stories from tradition and emerging leaders. We
heard from Rabbi Burt, Rabbi David, Hazzan Shulamit,
Malka Stover-Kemp and Nancy Feinstein, each sharing
reflections of personal and social growth.

Look for the Annual Community Meeting on
Wednesday, May 18, May 2, 7:00-9:30pm to find out
more about our findings and how this event is
impacting the future. Time will be devoted for sharing
more of the results, as well as an opportunity for the
larger community to learn about the experience. As
members find ways of leading the congregation through
our fourth decade as a community, input from the
community as to how we can work together as Kehilla
evolves and grows is key.
(To learn more about the motivation for the retreat,
its planning and participants, see Rabbi Dev’s article
announcing the retreat in January’s Kol Kehilla (page 3).

What is leadership?
Discussing how leadership has evolved as Kehilla has
grown, and how individuals think and feel about
leadership, highlighted the experiences of distinct
groups at Kehilla including young adults, committee

The Leadership Planning Team:
Malka Stover-Kemp, Marcie Rubel, Anna Martin, Joel
Kreisberg, Rabbi Dev Noily and Michael Saxe-Taller
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Executively Speaking: A Big Moment!
by Michael Saxe-Taller, Executive Director
Any of you who have spoken
to me over the last month know,
I have been working hard
managing the many details of
both my job and Bar Mitzvah
preparation. I am grateful for the
understanding and generosity
that so many of you have offered me during this time.

April is a big month in the Saxe-Taller household!
On Saturday, April 2, our son Sam will be called to the
Torah and become Bar Mitzvah at Congregation Sherith
Israel in San Francisco where my wife, Julie, is Associate
Rabbi.
We are excited for the festivities and deeply proud of
our son. Some of you have had the opportunity to meet
Sam, and if you have, you know that he shares his dad’s
interest in engaging people. Sam will be surrounded by
hundreds of family members, friends and mentors who
are coming to share this important ritual in his and our
lives.

As the day approaches, I am continually pleased that
I am connected to such a diverse web of Jewish
communities, including Kehilla.

Help Support Refugees in Oakland

All Congregants Deserve A Safe Home

Saturday, April 9, 2pm
Meet at the Lighthouse Mosque
620 42nd Street, Oakland (near MacArthur BART)
The Kehilla Economic Justice Committee, in
partnership with Jewish Voice for Peace and the
Lighthouse Mosque, invites Kehilla members to join us
in supporting refugees in Oakland.

If you or anyone in your home is experiencing:
> Child abuse
> Elder abuse
> Dependent adult abuse
> Teen dating violence
> Intimate partner violence (domestic violence)

 Gather at the Lighthouse Mosque (620 42nd
Street, close to MacArthur BART and the Telegraph
Ave./Temescal business district).

Share in a brief training that begins at 2 pm at the
Mosque, before we break into smaller groups of 2-3
people to canvass in the neighborhood to ask residents
and merchants to display posters welcoming refugees
and calling for an end to Muslim profiling.

The Kehilla Committee Against Abuse (CAA), working along
side the Spiritual Life Practices Committee (SLPC), is here to
help you become or remain safe.

 Reconvene at the Mosque at about 4 pm for
debriefing and schmoozing and noshing. The event will
end by 5 pm.

If you are experiencing any kind of abuse, please call:
Steven Falk, long-time Kehilla member, at (510) 708-0517;
Julie Patrusky, experienced domestic violence counselor and
long-time Kehilla member, at
(510) 528-0299; or Rabbi David at (510) 547-2424 x103.

Please RSVP to one of us for the new date of April 9
with your name, email and phone number. It’s not too
late to invite friends and family members (kids even).
We’d like to keep track of expected numbers, so please
also RSVP for additional folks to
rspeiglman@sbcglobal.net or karenrachels@gmail.com.

Call the Shalom Bayit (Peace in the Home) helpline for
counseling and advocacy for teen dating violence and
domestic violence issues at: (866) SHALOM-7 (742-5667) tollfree within the Bay Area or (510) 451-7233 (SAFE) outside
the Bay Area.

If you’re late to the event, and we already have left
the Mosque, give a call to one of us to find out how to
meet-up with one of the canvassing groups.
Thanks. Very much looking forward to this with you!
Richard Speiglman & Karen Rachels
(510) 919-2435 (510) 861-7225
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Poets Chana Bloch & Sharon Dolin: A Reading by the Mavens
Tuesday, April 5, 7-9pm
Join us for a special evening with nationally known
poets Chana Bloch and Sharon Dolin, who will read
from new work.

Sharon Dolin is the author of
six poetry collections, including
Manual for Living, Serious Pink,
Whirlwind, and Burn and Dodge,
which won the AWP Donald Hall
Prize in Poetry. Other awards
include the
Witter Bynner Fellowship from the Library of Congress,
a Fulbright Fellowship, a Pushcart Prize and a Drisha
Arts Fellowship. She received the Witter Bynner
Fellowship from the Library of Congress in 2013,
chosen by Poet Laureate Natasha Trethewey. She
teaches at the Unterberg Poetry Center of the 92nd
Street Y and Poets House. Additionally, she directs The
Center for Book Arts Annual Poetry Chapbook
Competition and a creative writing workshop, Writing
About Art in Barcelona.

Chana Bloch, author of awardwinning books of poetry, translation
and scholarship, is Professor Emerita
of English at Mills College, where
she taught for over thirty years and
directed the Creative Writing
Program. From 2007 to 2012 she
served as the first Poetry Editor of
www.persimmontree.org, an online journal of the arts
by women over sixty. Her latest book is Swimming in
the Rain: New and Selected Poems, 1980-2015. Bloch
has published four previous poetry collections. She is
co-translator of the biblical Song of Songs, The Selected
Poetry of Yehuda Amichai and his Open Closed Open,
and Hovering at a Low Altitude: The Collected Poetry of
Dahlia Ravikovitch.

$10 donation includes refreshments, no one turned
away. Wheelchair accessible. In the Fireside Room.

Rebulding Together
Sundays, April 10 & 17
Would you like to join the Kehilla team on a truly
practical Tikkun Olam project? Each year, Kehilla
partners with Rebuilding Together and other local
congregations to carry out repairs on a home in our
community.
For 2016, Tree Gelb Stuber and Alex Madonik have
arranged for Kehilla to work with Rebuilding Together
East Bay-North (formerly Berkeley-Albany-Emeryville)
and Congregation Netivot Shalom, on a project in
south Berkeley. We will paint the living room, dining
room, and hallway, and carry out other minor repairs,
at the home of Brenda, an elderly woman whose home
needed lots of work, including decluttering, that's
already been done by a team of students from UC
Berkeley, assisted by the homeowner's son and
daughter.
We will do prep work on Sunday, April 10th, and
then complete the interior painting on Sunday,
April 17th. Another Rebuilding Together team will

paint the exterior while we celebrate Passover! Skilled
volunteers are especially welcome on April 10th, but
anyone can help and we need all hands on the 17th to
complete the work. Breakfast and lunch will be
provided on each of the work days, as we will be there
at 8am, and the work will wrap up around 4pm. Please
contact us at alexmadonik@sonic.net or
tgelb1@aol.com for more details, or call Alex at (510)
872-0528. Looking forward to hearing from you!
Donations are needed! You can donate to the
project by sending a check to Kehilla, 1300 Grand Ave.,
Piedmont, CA 94610 and write “Rebuilding Together”
in the memo line. You can help us continue this great
tradition of Tikkun Olam right here in our community!
Todah Rabah! Alex Madonik and Tree Gelb Stuber,
Volunteer Coordinators for Kehilla's 2016 Rebuilding
Together Project

6

Kehilla Community Passover Seder
Saturday, April 23, 4:45pm
Led by Rabbis Burt Jacobson, David J. Cooper

Special Guest Leaders:
Linda Hirschhorn, Cantor, Singer, Songwriter
&

Rev. Brian (“B.K.”) Woodson
Director of the Emerging Leaders Program of
Allen Temple Baptist Church
Our Theme will be:

"Solidarity - Joining Hands in Mutual Support"
The Torah says that it was not only the Israelites who were in the Exodus,
but that they were joined by a "mixed multitude." All successful
movements of liberation require mutual support across communities and
across issues. As we celebrate Passover, let us consider how our
community has done so, and where we may want to be involved in the
future as we advance toward justice and freedom.

Featuring a delicious Organic Vegetarian (mostly gluten-free) meal.

Pre-registration required.
Please register early!
To register, visit:

www.KehillaSynagogue.org

We need lots of volunteers to help with the Seder! To volunteer, visit:
https://www.wejoinin.com/sheets/htsqw
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Book Discussion Group
All Kehilla members are invited to join us for our
customary meetings on the second Monday of the
month in the Fireside Room.

The Two Hotel Francforts by David Leavitt
Monday, May 9, 7pm.
It is the summer of 1940, and Lisbon, Portugal, is the
only neutral port le in Europe―a city ﬁlled with spies,
crowned heads, and refugees of every nationality,
tipping back absinthe to while away the time until their
escape. Awaiting safe passage to New York on the
SS Manhattan, two couples meet: Pete and Julia
Winters, expatriate Americans fleeing their sedate life
in Paris; and Edward and Iris Freleng, sophisticated,
independently wealthy, bohemian, and beset by the
social and sexual anxieties of their class. As Portugal's
neutrality, and the world's future, hang in the balance,
the hidden threads in the lives of these four
characters―Julia's status as a Jew, Pete and Edward's
improbable affair, Iris's increasingly desperate efforts
to save her tenuous marriage―begin to come loose.

American Dervish by Ayad Akhtar
Monday, April 11, 7pm.
Hayat Shah is a young American in love for the first
time. His normal life of school, baseball, and video
games had previously been distinguished only by his
Pakistani heritage and by the frequent chill between
his parents, who fight over things he is too young to
understand. Then Mina arrives, and everything
changes.
American Dervish is a brilliantly written, nuanced,
and emotionally forceful look inside the interplay of
religion and modern life. Ayad Akhtar was raised in the
Midwest himself, and through Hayat Shah he shows
readers vividly the powerful forces at work on young
men and women growing up Muslim in America.

For more information, please contact Jan Herzog at
Jan@kehillasynagogue.org. Neither of these books is
from the Jewish Library, so please look in the library or
obtain from your independent book store.

This was a book recommended by Rabbi Burt. We
have confirmed that he will be attending the group to
join in the discussion.

Wilderness Torah’s 9th Annual
Passover in the Desert 2016
Encounter the Wellspring

Thursday, April 28 to Monday, May 2
Pre-Festival Wilderness Prayer Solo Option | Begins Tuesday, April 26
Panamint Valley, Southeastern California

Co-sponsored by Kehilla
Our Passover in the Desert festival includes:
• Multi-generational village experience
Jewish learning, ritual and sacred fire
 Music, yoga, hikes to a desert oasis and ancient skills
 Organic, kosher food, prepared by Baruch Schwadron  Children’s and teens’
programs Register for Festival, Wilderness Prayer Solo & Avodah (work exchange)
http://wildernesstorah.org/festivals/passover-in-the-desert/register/
Registration Now Open! Lowest priced tickets on sale until April 17.
Limited Avodah (work exchange) available for discounted tickets. Apply today!
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New Exhibit: Allen Price's Photography:
"Vision Interrupted"
Poetry Readings by Joan Gelfand &
Jan Stecke

Save-the-Date!

ANNUAL COMMUNITY MEETING!
Wednesday, May 18, 7-9:30pm
Join with your fellow Kehilla members, staff and
spiritual leaders as we learn about the state of the
congregation, reflect on the successes of the past year,
and put our minds toward our leadership and our
hopes and goals for next year.

"Tree Window"
by Allen Price

Saturday, May 14
Photography Reception 4-6pm
Poetry Readings 6:30-8:00pm

YOUR PARTICIPATION MATTERS!

Allen writes:
Visually, I am most moved by the interplay between light
and dark and the lines that distinguish one from the other.
A photograph is a visual box, and “composition” is the way
light and dark interact within the boundaries that the
photographer chooses to impose on a scene. If subject and
content are the logic of an image, important as a way for
the viewer to make sense of what she or he is seeing, then
composition is the heart and soul. These images are more
about feeling than meaning for me. You may perhaps find
them quiet and a bit moody. In that way, they are sort of
like me.

Faith Trio Sponsors Art Group Visits
by Lea Delson
Even though the day was rainy, we had a great time
on Sunday, March 13, when a group of us visited the
San Francisco Main Public Library to view a calligraphy
demonstration by Arash Shirinbab and also to view a
beautiful exhibition, Arabic: Language of the Quran, on
the 6th floor of the library in the Skylight Gallery. About
30 visitors enjoyed hearing three of the artists in the
exhibition talk about their artwork, Arabic calligraphy,
artistic inspirations, interfaith collaborations, and more.
The three artists were Susan Felix, Rubina Kazi and
Arash Shirinbab. This group art visit was sponsored by
the Faith Trio and organized by Lea Delson of Kehilla
and Betsy King of Montclair Presbyterian Church.

The photographs are new digital prints from old film
negatives that I made between the ages of 16 and 32. For
an artist in the midst of a long career, you might call such a
show a “retrospective” or “early work” but those terms
don’t really apply here. In my early 30’s, with a self
imposed need to become a responsible adult with a real
job, I put my camera away. The 30 years since that time
have been full and wonderful and joyous but they have also
been a time of aching creative void.
This show is the beginning of my climb out of that void.

The next group art visit sponsored by the Faith Trio
will be on Tuesday, May 3rd, beginning at 11 am. We
will be visiting the Contemporary Jewish Museum,
located at 736 Mission Street, San Francisco (across the
street from Yerba Buena Gardens) to view the
photography exhibition, Roman Vishniac Rediscovered.
Admission to the museum will be free and there will be
a free docent tour at 11:30 am, as well.
Please RSVP to Lea Delson at lea@delsonphoto.com
or (510) 528-6725 if you would to join us on May 3rd.

$10 Suggested Donation For Poetry Readings
Allen's photography will be on exhibit until July 7.
In the Fireside Art Gallery
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Thoughts on ALEPH

Why Am I So Excited About ALEPH Coming to
Kehilla?!

by Rabbi Diane Elliot
[continued from p. 2]

by Hazzan Shulamit
[continued from p. 2]

As I sit as adjunct to the ALEPH Board—where I have
input into shaping the priorities and concerns of the
ongoing process of Jewish Renewal—I have witnessed
how Jewish Renewal has made its way into every
denomination of Judaism, from Reform to Orthodox.
We see Renewal’s influence in Hazon (food & the
environment), Isabella Freedman/Elat Chayyim retreat
center, Adamah and Urban Adamah, The Awakened
Heart Jewish Meditation Programs, the Institute for
Jewish Spirituality, and in the seminaries of
Reconstructionist, transdenominational, and even
some Orthodox rabbinic schools.
The ALEPH Alliance has served as a hub for an
amazing flowering of creative activity, scholarship, new
music, and inspired leadership in the United States,
Canada, and now, South America, Europe and Israel.
ALEPH’s programs are a life-changing, rich menu of
learning and innovation: the Kallah and Ruach Ha’Aretz
gatherings, Kol Zimra Chant Leaders Training, the
Wisdom School, Sage-ing Mentorship, Ecstatic
Meditation, Educating for Spirituality.
These clergy and lay training programs, offer a web
of connection and support for those interested in a
spiritual Judaism, an activist Judaism, a Judaism that
leaps off the scrolls and pages of sacred texts and into
the holy messiness of real peoples’ lives, connecting
Jewish seekers to the richness of the past and fostering
visions of a multi-generational, spiritually and socially
alive future.

my Aleph connections. True to my abba’s vision, there
WAS a politically radical, spiritually rich Renewal
community out there who needed me as much as I
needed them! Four years into becoming part of our
amazing Kehilla, it came time to take my learning and
leadership to a deeper level by enrolling in ALEPH’s
Cantorial Ordination Program. I was guided by teachers
from my many Renewal adventures, and I learned with
students from across the globe. I also did R. Diane’s
“Embodying Spirit” training, and continue to re-charge
and cross-pollinate ideas and music at the yearly
Ohalah gathering for Renewal clergy.
My life and leadership with Kehilla would not be
sustainable without the support, guidance and
inspiration that our broader movement provides. I’m
eager for all of us to feel into our connection with the
bigger project of Jewish Renewal, and help shape the
future we want and need. See you April 15-16!

Adult Bar/Bat Mitzvah
Group Forming
If you've been pondering the possibility of
an Adult Bar/Bat Mitzvah process and
ceremony, please pause your pondering for a
moment and email sjgrodin@comcast.net.
Right now all Sharon Grodin needs to know
is that you're pondering (or more), and what
days of the week/times of day would be best
for you for a one-time meeting of interested
folks. A Doodle poll will follow.

Save the Date!

The Kehilla Annual
Retreat July 1-3
at Bort Meadow
(with camping)
Stay tuned for details!
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Special Passover Food Policy at Kehilla (April 19 - May 1)
Kehilla is observing a completely chometz-free
practice in regard to Passover, i.e., no leavening
(no bread, no beer, no distilled drinks).

Vegetarian and dairy only. NO bread. NO grains in the
ingredients EXCEPT rice and quinoa.
The ONLY allowed foods made from wheat are
MATZA, or, where the wheat was already baked into
Matza, such as Matza Balls which are made from
Matza meal without wheat flour.

We need the cooperation of anyone who is planning
to bring food to the synagogue building during Passover
week (and just before). We ask people to follow the
guidelines listed below from Tuesday, April 19 through
the end of Sunday, May 1.

Beans and legumes are okay for Passover in Kehilla.
No pizza, no regular pasta, please.

If you are bringing food to Kehilla for a potluck or any
other reason, please note that the following rules apply:

Thank you for your cooperation!

Growing Our Legacy
With a gift this past January from Rabbi Diane and Rabbi Burt, the Kehilla Legacy Society has added 18 new donors
this past year. That means that we get the prize! A little background follows. The Jewish Community Foundation of
the East Bay has been the host of the Create a Jewish Legacy program that has supported Kehilla developing our
endowment. Last winter, Kehilla was invited into the Life and Legacy program developed by the Harold Grinspoon
Foundation.
The team of seven of us has received considerable training and support. The deal is, if we reach 18 donors, we’ll
receive $10,000! Yes, we made it. Meanwhile, we are now 42 legacy donors with a total of 33 gifts. The value of the
commitments Is over $1,500,000.
The updated list of members of the Legacy Society includes:


Noam Birnbaum



Shoshana Finacon



Laura Boxer



Susan Freundlich




Lynn Bravewomon
Sandy Bredt








Wendy Buffett
Kaia Burkett
Marjory Cox









Carol Rothman and
Scott Ullman

Dvora Gordon
Ruth and Jay Koch




Ilana Schatz
Ralph Silber





Joel Kreisberg
Ruthie and Jon Levin
Simone Masson



Cathy Steirn



Barbara Cohen and
Allen Price
Ron Cohen
Rabbi Diane Elliot
and Rabbi Burt
Jacobson



Irene and David*
McPhail
Richard Miles and
Michelle Roland




Bracha and Don
Stone
Hedy Straus
Beth Weinberger




Julie Nesnansky
Rabbi Dev Noily

Nancy Feinstein and
Glenn Shor




Julie Patrusky
Kristina Peterson





One anonymous
donor

* Z’’l – of blessed memory

We’re pleased to be part of 13 East Bay organizations in the program. As of March 16th, total gift pledges in the
program is 231, with a value of $10.7 million dollars! Also note, there is a second year. We’re planning on doing this
again!
To learn more about the Legacy Society contact any of the Legacy Team: Lynn Bravewomon, Noam Birnbaum,
Susan Freundlich, Joel Kreisberg, Rabbi Dev Noily, Michael Saxe-Taller and Kaia Burkett.
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Thank You for Your Generosity
ANNUAL FUND

GENERAL FUND

Monica Berson
Lisa Cohen & Nikee Borden Mandy Bratt
Marjorie Cox

Eric Boskin in honor of Kehilla and especially Sandra Razieli
at our wedding ceremony

Beth Dickinson & Dixie Briggs Julia Epstein & Betsy Sandel

Nancy Freistein in memory of Terri Masson
Enid Goodman in honor of Sharon Grodin

Joan Facher in honor of Nancy Feinstein
Laura Fitch & Jaime Jennet

Julie Patrusky in memory of her father, Nathan Patrusky
Carla Schick in memory of Rona and Stanley Schick

Helene Frommer & Stephen Lipton Janet Holmgren

Kathleen Meagher & Harvey Sohnen

Lisa Korwin

Elena Moser & Janet Linder
Julie Patrusky

Bonnie & Peter Lawrence Zachary & Rachel Gratz-Lazarus
Thank You for Your Generosity
Allan Solomonow & Ofelia Alayeto Cathy Steirn

Jill Rose
Nidra (Rosie) Rosenthal Penny Rosenwasser Blythe
Sheldon
Kristina Peterson

Malka Stover & Jenna Kemp Hedy Straus & Laura Boxer
Tova & Robert Vance
Mark Schlosberg & Jennifer Wong

Denise & Fred Silverstein in memory of Terri Masson,
mother of Simone Masson.
TERUMAH
Irene McPhail

Kehilla Community Synagogue
Please use the following number for all staff: (510) 547-2424
Community Rabbi, David J. Cooper,
Rabbidavid@kehillasynagogue.org

x103

Associate Rabbi & School Director, Rabbi Dev Noily
RabbiDev@kehillasynagogue.org

x104

Executive Director, Michael Saxe-Taller
Michael@kehillasynagogue.org

x101

Managing Director, Beth Bittle
Beth@kehillasynagogue.org

x106

x107

Bookkeeper, Molly Melamed

Fax: (510) 547-2442
x105

Chevra Kadisha:
Jane Hoberman: 510-843-6047
Committee Against Abuse:
Steven Falk: 510-339-0517
Spiritual Life Practices Committee Chair:
Shoshana Finacom
Spirituallife@kehillasynagogue.org
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x100

School & Administrative Assistant,
Natalie Boskin
Natalie@kehillasynagogue.org

Events Line:

Hazzan Shulamit Wise Fairman
Shulamit@kehillasynagogue.org
Bar/Bat Mitvzah Program Director, Sandra Razeili
Sandra@kehillasynagogue.org
Founding Rabbi, Burt Jacobson (510) 283-5704
RabBurt@earthlink.net

Communications Coordinator,
Sasha Gottfried
Sasha@kehillasynagogue.org

x102
x216

Kehilla Community Synagogue
1300 Grand Avenue (at Fairview)
Piedmont, CA 94610
(510) 547-2424

April 2016

Sat., April 9, 2pm. Help Support Refugees in Oakland.
The Kehilla Economic Justice Committee, in partnership
with Jewish Voice for Peace and the Lighthouse
Mosque, invites Kehilla members to join us. Meet at
the Lighthouse Mosque, 620 42nd Street, Oakland
(near MacArthur BART). (See p. 5 for details.)

Fri., April 1, 7:30pm Kabbalat Shabbat with Hazzan
Shulamit and Debbie Fier. Join us to light Shabbat
candles and for a song-filled and soulful evening of
both spirited and contemplative prayer. Kiddush to
follow. Bring veggie finger-food to share.

Mon., April 11, 7pm. Book Discussion Group. We will
discuss American Dervish by Ayad Akhtar. All Kehilla
members are welcome. For more information please
contact Jan Herzog at jankaye@juno.com. Fireside
Room. (See p. 8 for details.)

Sat., April 2, NO SHABBAT SERVICE THIS MORNING!!:
Join us next week for our Family Shabbat.

Tues., April 12, 1:45pm. Yoga Class with Sandra Razieli.
Fireside Room.

Sun., April 3, 9:30am. Joyfully Jewish for
Kindergarteners & Their Grown-Ups.

Wed., April 13, 8-8:30am. Morning Meditation Sit with
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room. (Enter through the
Patio entrance on Fairview.) Doors open at 7:50 a.m.,
short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30,
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30.

Please come fragrance-free to all Kehilla events,
for the health of people with respiratory conditions
and chemical sensitivities.

Mon., April 4, 7pm. "Jewish Tastes from Cooking
Round the World: Easy Passover Desserts." Kitchen.
(See p. _ for details.)

Thurs., April 14, 4-6pm. Kehilla School.

Tues., April 5, 1:45pm. Yoga Class with Sandra Razieli.
Fireside Room.

Thurs., April 14, 4-6pm. Drop-in Torah Study and
Discussion Group. Everyone is welcome and
appreciated! Besht Lounge. Free.

Tues., April 5, 7pm. Poets Chana Bloch & Sharon Dolin:
A Reading by the Mavens. Fireside Room. (See p. 6.)

Thurs., April 14, 4:30pm. "A Radical Judaism for
Our Time." Taught by Rabbis David Cooper and
Burt Jacobson. Sanctuary.

Tues., April 5, 7:30pm. Middle East Peace Committee
Meeting. Back Classroom, main floor.
Wed., April 6, 7:50am Morning Meditation Sit with
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room (enter through the
Patio entrance on Fairview). Doors open at 7:50 a.m.,
short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30,
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30.

Fri., April 15, 7:30pm Special Kabbalat Shabbat with
Hazzan Shulamit, guest rabbi David Markus and all our
Musical Prayer Leaders. Join us to light Shabbat candles
and for a song-filled and soulful evening of spirited and
contemplative prayer. Rabbi David Markus is co-chair
of Aleph Alliance for Jewish Renewal and will be giving
a d’var Torah to help prepare the way for
Listening/Open Mic gathering on Saturday about the
future of the Jewish Renewal Movement. For more
about their tour, see About the Listening Tour. Kiddush
to follow. Bring veggie finger-food to share.

Wed., April 6, 6:30pm. Spiritual Life Practices Meeting.
Emma Goldman Room.
Thurs., April 7, 4-6pm. Kehilla School.
Thurs., April 7, 4-6pm. Drop-in Torah Study and
Discussion Group. Everyone is welcome and
appreciated! Besht Lounge. Free.

Sat., April 16, 10am. Chai Shabbat. With Kehilla’s
Service Leaders and Musical Prayer Leaders with Rabbi
Rachel Barenblat (“The Velveteen Rabbi”). Yes, it’s one
of our special musical and spiritual Chai Shabbatot with
an extra twist. We welcome the leadership this
morning of Rabbi Rachel, an inspiring service leader
and co-chair of the Aleph Alliance for Jewish Renewal.
We will also welcome a new baby into the world, Ellis
Raphael Gratz-Lazarus, son of Rachel & Zach GratzLazarus. After the service and kiddush, we will have
time to interact with her and co-chair Rabbi David
Markus in a Listening/Open Mic gathering concerning

Fri., April 8. No Service this evening
Sat., April 9, 10:30am-12pm. Family Shabbat with
Rabbi Dev and Beth Dickinson. A family, child, and
teen-friendly service filled with upbeat songs and
prayers geared to younger participants but meaningful
to all. Kiddush at noon: Please bring veggie or dairy
finger foods to share.
Sun., April 10, 8am-4pm. Rebuilding Together. Join
the Kehilla team on a truly practical Tikkun Olam
project in South Berkeley. (See p. 6 for details.)
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the future of the Jewish Renewal Movement. For more
about their Listening tour, see About the Listening Tour
(https://aleph.org/listening-tour). Kiddush sponsored
by Jon & Ruthie Levin. Please bring extra veggie food to
share for the Oneg Kiddush following if you can.

Instructions (http://kehillasynagogue.org/how-to-havea-surprising-seder-using-the-kehilla-home-haggadah/)
Sat. April 23. No Shabbat Morning Service. (Morning
after the 1st Night Seder and there is a big Kehilla seder
tonight. NOTE: Special Shabbat/Passover service on
April 30 at 10am.)

Sat., April 16, 1:30pm, Special Listening Tour/Open
Mic session with the co-chairs of the Aleph Alliance for
Jewish Renewal, Rabbis Rachel Barenblat and David
Markus and Aleph Exec Director Shoshanna SchechterShaffin along with Kehilla’s spiritual leaders on the
future of Jewish Renewal. What do you most cherish
about Renewal that you hope the future will carry
forward? What would you jettison or change? What
new focus would you recommend in coming years?
What would you need to be better able to partake of
or contribute to the benefits of the Jewish Renewal
movement beyond Kehilla? Bring your own thoughts or
questions to share. See About the Listening Tour
(https://aleph.org/listening-tour).

Sat. April 23, 4:45pm, Kehilla Annual Community
Seder. (See announcement p. 7.)
Tues., April 26, 1:45pm. Yoga Class with Sandra Razieli.
Fireside Room.
Tues., April 26, , 6:45pm. (Dinner at 6:15) Board of
Trustees Meeting. All are welcome. Fireside Room.
Wed., April 27, 8-8:30am. Morning Meditation Sit with
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room (Enter through the
Patio entrance on Fairview) Doors open at 7:50 a.m.,
short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30,
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30.
Thurs., April 28. NO Kehilla School. Spring break.

Sun., April 17, 8am-4pm. Rebuilding Together. Join the
Kehilla team on a truly practical Tikkun Olam project in
South Berkeley. (See p. 6 for details.)

Thurs., April 28. NO Drop-in Torah Study and
Discussion Group. Spring break.
Thurs., April 28-Monday, May 2. "Passover in the
Desert" with Wilderness Torah. In Panamint Valley,
Southeastern California. (See p. 8 for details.)

Sun., April 17, 9:30am. Joyfully Jewish for
Kindergarteners & Their Grown-Ups. Back Classroom.
Sunday April 17, 2-4 pm. Yoga for Passover with Julie
Emden of Jewish LearningWorks. Co-sponsored by
Kehilla. In Berkeley. $25. Embody Jewish mystical
teachings about Passover through Iyengar-based yoga
and movement. Register at
Tinyurl.com/passoveryoga16
Contact: Jemden@jewishlearningworks.org

Fri., April 29, 6:30pm, Tot Shabbat. For children up to 5
years old (or older if they enjoy it) and their grown-ups.
Led by Jen Miriam Kantor, Alon Altman and Jen’s
puppet friends. Please bring a vegetarian potluck dish
to share, if you can, but since it is Passover, do not
bring foods except those conforming to our Passover
food policy. (See Passover food policy on p. 11.) In the
Social Hall.

Tues., April 19, 1:45pm. Yoga Class with Sandra Razieli.
Fireside Room.

Sat., April 30, 10:30am-12:30pm, Shabbat Morning
Passover Service with Hallel and Yizkor. Join Hazzan
Shulamit, Julie Nesnansky, Beth Dickinson and Sharon
Grodin for our Shabbat of Passover service, with
special Hallel and Yizkor services. Hallel is sung on
holidays -- and this Shabbat of Passover is one of the
four occasions to do the memorial Yizkor service
during the year. Kiddush and oneg to follow. Please
bring a vegetarian potluck dish to share if you can, but
since it is Passover, do not bring foods except those
conforming our Passover food policy: Passover Food
Policy. In the Fireside Room.

Wed., April 20, 8-8:30am. Morning Meditation Sit with
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room. (Enter through the
Patio entrance on Fairview.) Doors open at 7:50 a.m.,
short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30,
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30.
Wed., April 20, 7-8:30pm. Economic Justice Committee
Meeting. Fireside Room.
Thurs., April 21. NO Kehilla School. Spring break.
Thurs., April 21. NO Drop-in Torah Study and
Discussion Group. Spring break.
Fri., April 22. No Tot Shabbat. Next week instead!!!
Fri., April 22. FIRST NIGHT PASSOVER. Have a seder at
home or as a guest elsewhere. Kehilla has an
innovative on-line Haggadah and instructions on how
to use it. Click here: Kehilla Home Haggadah &
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Kehilla Community Synagogue
1300 Grand Avenue
Piedmont CA 94610
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED
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