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The Sanctuary and The Journey
by Rabbi David J. Cooper

At the Shabbat service on
March 12, we are completing the
Book of Exodus where a little
sacred magic happens. But more
on that later.

whether the materials are carved or shaped, whether of
solid gold or gold leaf. Each decorative motif of the
sanctuary and the fabric and chestplate of the priests’
garments is carefully described.
Finally, we reach chapter 40. Every item is put before
Moses. The Torah describes him placing each item in its
proper place and taking a fragrant oil to anoint its
surfaces and to anoint the attending priests as well. The
priestly garments are put on.

The first parashah (torah
segment) in Exodus begins with a list of people who
went down to Egypt in Joseph’s time (“These are the
names…”). The last parashah, Pekudey, begins (Ex.
38:21) with a list of all the accouterments of the desert
sanctuary (“These are the records…”). And then, the
parashah completes the Book of Exodus with the
sanctuary “turned on.”

At what point does the sanctuary become itself? I
think of the assembly of an automobile. It isn’t just its
motor, nor is it its chassis, not its controls nor its
seating. It is the entire assembly complete, lubricated
(anointed?) and fueled up. But in some sense it is not
complete until the key is turned and the first ignition
happens. And then it is a car.

Thus the book takes us on what Joseph Campbell
called the “journey of the hero” but the character
corresponding to his “hero” is more the Israelite people
than it is Moses. They have made the descent into a
different world. This new world starts safe but becomes
dangerous and oppressive. Like many of these journeyheroes, their parents are gone (the generation of
Joseph). They must extricate themselves from this
situation. They cross a body of water (like all the
heroes), they receive direction at a great mountain, and
then continue in their search for a safe haven. But
neither the Book of Exodus nor the Torah end with
them at some geographic home. Instead, Exodus ends
with them finishing a construction of a spiritual home,
the sanctuary, which is built so that it can be a nomad’s
temple – every piece capable of disassembly and easy
transport.

So it is with the sanctuary. Only when all of it is
carefully assembled with all its parts, then Moses or
God “turns it on,” and cloud of divine presence fills the
structure. It is the engine that will be both their spiritual
home, but also their vehicle to guide them on their
journey with a column of cloud by day and fire by night.
(Frankly, I don’t know why they leave this cinematic
moment out of the movies of the Exodus story.)
The books of Samuel and the rabbinic tradition view
this nomadic sanctuary as a temporary measure until a
permanent home can be established. But there is
nothing that I see in the description that speaks of it as
temporary, only that it is portable. And then the book
ends saying that the cloud and the fire of the sanctuary
would lead the people “on all of their journeys.”

On and off for the last 15 chapters, the book
describes the design of the sanctuary, the materials
necessary for its construction, the gathering of these
materials from the free-will contributions of the people,
the selection of the artists and craftspeople who turn
the designs into the vessels and accouterments of the
Tent of Meeting and its Holy of Holies. It describes

I have no idea about the historicity of that desert
sanctuary nor its magic. But that final verse of Exodus
sticks with me as a mytho-poetic truth. We are still on
those journeys, and that journey is our home.
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Executively Speaking: 400! We’re Growing!
by Michael Saxe-Taller, Executive Director
I am pleased to announce that for the first time since
we moved into our building, Kehilla has surpassed 400
member households. We ended last year with 382
households, and by the end of this year, we expect to
have increased by at least 20 member units.

$150,000 each year, as well. A
growing membership will allow us
to take care of our building, pay
our staff generously, and offer
more activities and programs. It
will also allow us to continue to be
able to make membership accessible to people of all
levels of financial means.

Check out our membership numbers from the last
five years:
Membership Year

# Households

2011-12

360

2012-13

352

2013-14

381

2014-15

382

2015-16

402

Kehilla is clearly thriving. This year we have 45 new
member households that are part of our community (as
usual, about two dozen households did not renew
because of moving or changing life circumstances). This
45 includes 10 households that returned to Kehilla after
some time away, and 35 who are new to Kehilla
membership. It includes families with children in
religious school, families with newborns or toddlers,
individuals and couples. There are people who are new
to the East Bay or to the Bay Area as a whole, as well as
those who have known Kehilla for a while and just this
year decided to take on membership.

As you can see, we have grown more than 10% over
the past five years. This is important for several reasons.
Membership growth is a key signpost that a synagogue
community is healthy. In our case, our health is evident
in our meaningful services, interesting programs, strong
educational opportunities, numerous chances to act for
justice, our engaged congregation, and the many people
taking leadership. People hear about Kehilla or
experience Kehilla and they can tell something is going
on and they want to be part.

I have begun to get to know many of our new
members and it is a marvelous crew of people. I
encourage all of us to reach out and bring our newest
folks in closer. If you see faces you don’t recognize,
introduce yourself. Invite them to join you for events,
actions or services or have them over for Shabbat
dinner.
Let’s keep opening our doors wider and welcome
more and more new members to expand and grow our
community.

Membership growth also is the foundation of our
financial stability. This year, our members will pay
$500,000 in dues (over half our budget) as well as
religious school and Bar/Bat Mitzvah program tuition. In
addition, our members generously contribute close to
.

Save the Date:

Kehilla Community
Passover Seder
Saturday, April 23, 5:30pm
Led by Rabbis David J. Cooper &
Burt Jacobson
Stay tuned for details soon!
Note: The first night of Passover is April 22.
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New Artist's Reception
with Lynne Feldman &
Poetry Reading with Tova Ricardo
Havdalah following

Help Support Refugees in Oakland
Sunday, March 6, 2pm
Meet at the Lighthouse Mosque
620 42nd Street, Oakland
(near MacArthur BART)

Saturday, March 12, 3:00-7:30pm
Program
Opening Reception: 3:00-5:30pm
Art Talk With Lynne Feldman: 5:45-6:30pm
Poetry with Tova Ricardo: 6:30pm
Havdalah Service: 7:00pm
Exhibit continues through April 30, 2016

The Kehilla Economic Justice Committee, in
partnership with Jewish Voice for Peace and the
Lighthouse Mosque, invites Kehilla members to join
us in supporting refugees in Oakland. We will gather
to be briefly trained to ask residents and merchants
to display posters welcoming refugees and calling for
an end to Muslim profiling. Our training and small
team canvassing will start out at the Lighthouse
Mosque, 620 42nd Street, close to MacArthur BART,
and will return there at the end. The posters we
are asking people to put in their windows read:
"Refugees are Welcome Here,"and "We Support Our
Muslim Neighbors."
If you can join us, please RSVP with your name,
email, and phone number to
rspeiglman@sbcglobal.net or
karenrachels@gmail.com

The artwork of Lynne Feldman will be displayed in
the Fireside Gallery Room at Kehilla with an opening
reception on March 12. Lynne, who lives in New
York, will be here for the opening. Her wonderfully
colorful and celebratory pieces depict Jews from
many walks of life in silk screen prints and tapestries.

Purim Carnival!
Sunday, March 20, 2:00-4:00pm

The evening will include a poetry reading with
Tova Ricardo, followed by Havdalah.

Fun for the Whole Family!

Poetry with Tova Ricardo
Seventeen-year-old
Tova Ricardo, a junior at
Bentley High School, is
Oakland’s 2015 Youth Poet
Laureate
The exhibit and opening reception are co-sponsored
by Kehilla and Bend the Arc
(http://www.bendthearc.us/).
Lynne Feldman writes:
I have been an artist all my life. My earliest
memories are of drawing and making things. I was
raised on the Upper West Side of Manhattan in a very
secular Jewish family. My grandparents were
immigrants from Russia and spoke Russian, not
Yiddish. Their particular brand of Judaism was
cultural rather than religious. I loved being with them
in their world. Years later, with my own family, I
found myself searching for that something that I
found in their home. It was also at that point in my
life when my spirituality and my art became one.

Raffle prizes! Henna Face Painting!
Games! Cake Walk!
Children and adults enthusiastically welcome!
Cost: $10-36 sliding scale per family
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"Purim Like It’s 5776"

“Audre Lorde:
The Berlin Years 1984-1992”

Wednesday, March 23, 6-11pm

A Film by Dagmar Schultz

Celebrate Purim with Chochmat HaLev and
Urban Adamah
Co-sponsored by Kehilla

Saturday, March 26, 7pm

A Poet, An Activist, A Lesbian, A Mother

6:00 pm – Pre-Party Family Friendly Puppet Show
with Jen Miriam and Costume Parade. People of all
ages will love this epic multi-media puppet show. Don
your best purim costume and afterwards we will
parade through the farm.

Q &A with Filmmaker Dagmar Schultz
and Co-Author Ika Hugel-Marshall
Audre Lorde, professor, poet and activist, called
herself, “a Black feminist lesbian mother poet
warrior,” and said, “my poetry comes from the
intersection of me and my worlds.” She dedicated
her life to confronting and addressing the injustices of
racism, antisemitism, sexism and homophobia. She
also wrote about love, sexuality, the parent-child
relationship and her struggle with cancer.

7:15 pm – Full Megillah Reading and Creative Purim
Storytelling
8:30 pm – Dance Party with the amazing Shamati
Tickets: $6 in advance, $15 at the door. Children 3
and under can attend the puppet show for free.

At Urban Adamah, 1050 Parker St., Berkeley

The film explores a little-known chapter of Lorde’s
life, a period in which she helped ignite the AfroGerman Movement and made lasting contributions to
the German political and cultural scene before and
after the fall of the Berlin Wall. Lorde mentored and
encouraged Black German women to write and
publish as a way of asserting their identities, rights
and culture in a society that isolated and silenced
them, and challenged White German women to
acknowledge and constructively use their White
privilege.

Faith Trio Group Visit to
“Arabic: Language of the Quran”
Sunday, March 13, 3-5pm
The Faith Trio invites everyone to join in a group
visit to this exhibit. The exhibition is at the San
Francisco Main Public Library at 100 Larkin Street in
San Francisco. It is on the 6th floor of the library and
is free and open to all. We will have a chance to see a
calligraphy demonstration by Arash Shirinbab in the
Latino Hispanic Community Room in the lower level
of the library until 3:30 pm.
The exhibition includes many works in an array of
styles. We will meet and hear from some of the
artists in this exhibition, including Arash Shirinbab,
Rubina Kazi, and Susan Duhan Felix, a Jewish artist
who collaborated on some of the artwork. We’ll learn
about their creative process and the history and
significance of Arabic calligraphy. The location is
handicapped accessible. To RSVP or if you have any
questions please contact Lea Delson
at lea@delsonphoto.com or (510) 528-6725. For
information about the exhibition
see http://sfpl.org/index.php?pg=1022374201

This 2012 documentary contains previously
unreleased material from director Dagmar Schultz’s
own archive, including personal moments Lorde
shared with colleagues, students, and friends.
Following the film, please join Dagmar Schultz and
Ika Hügel-Marshall, co-author of the script and
Audre’s close friend, colleague and comrade, for a
discussion.
Admission: Sliding scale: $5-15
In the Sanctuary
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Adult Education Classes
To Register for Classes: You can register and pay online at www.KehillaSynagogue.org (click on the
"LEARN" link and then click on Adult Education), or send check payable to Kehilla to Kehilla,
1300 Grand Ave., Piedmont, CA 94610.

Jewish Tastes from “Cooking Round the World”

governance where people at all organizational levels
make policy decisions that govern their own work, and
communication flows bottom-up as well as top-down.
A key innovation of the method, which is practiced
worldwide by nonprofit (including religious) and forprofit organizations, is its structural approach to
improving communication and decision-making.
This mini-workshop will provide
 an overview of the method
 experiential exercises in its governance
structure and a unique process to select
people for roles
 discussion of how you can apply what you
learn in Kehilla or another organization – even
family.
Please arrive early so we can begin promptly at 7:00.
Please register in advance to help with planning.

Taught by Chef Educator Lisa Handwerker
For several years Kehilla member Mindy Meyers has
offered her “Cooking Round the World”
(www.cookingroundtheworld) summer camp for kids
at Kehilla. Now she has arranged to show us how to
make (and eat!) some wonderful twists on some old
Jewish favorites from near and far. The classes will be
taught by Lisa Handwerker.
Monday, March 7: Hipper Hamantaschen
It's time to go hamentashen-alternative. With one
dough and many fillings—savory and sweet—the
possibilities are endless: caramelized onion and goat
cheese savory pizza hamantaschen, coffee cake
hamantaschen, lemon bar hamantaschen, and
chocolate ganache and salted caramel hamantaschen!
Time: 7:00-9:00 pm
Location: Kehilla Kitchen

Time: 7:00-9:00pm Location: Fireside Room

Cost: $40/class for Kehilla members; $50/class for
general public. Check out other cooking classes
around town--this is a bargain, and a wonderful gift to
Kehilla!

Cost: $10 for Kehilla members, $18 for the general
public. AN IMPORTANT NOTE:
Kehilla board members,
committee chairs and staff can
come for free and do not need to
register online, but for planning
purposes, please email
sasha@kehillasynagogue.org to
let her know you are coming, or
call (510) 547-2424 x100.

How to Include Everyone’s Voice and Still Be
Efficient – An Introduction to Sociocracy:
A Mini-Workshop
Monday, March 28, 7pm
Presented by Sheella Mierson, Ph.D.
Come learn how a groundbreaking new way to run
organizations and meetings can help you have more
effective, enjoyable meetings; free up individual
creativity and initiative; and streamline decisionmaking. Sociocracy (also known as dynamic
governance) is a method of decision-making and

About the Presenter:
Sheella Mierson, Ph.D. is a Kehilla member and a
Consultant with The Sociocracy Consulting Group LLC. In
addition to being a Sociocracy Consultant, she is a
Certified Facilitator for the Blueprint of We Collaboration
Process, used to build trust, creativity, effortlessness, and
resilience into relationships. She will be teaching a weeklong class on sociocracy at the ALEPH Kallah this summer.

Save the Date!

The Kehilla Annual Retreat
July 1-3
at Bort Meadow (with camping)
Stay tuned for details!
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On the Origins of Kehilla
by Rabbi Burt Jacobson
Note: This is the first of a
series of personal essays that
I plan to publish monthly in
Kol Kehilla. In each article I
will share with congregants
the origins of one of the
ideals and/or values that
motivated me to start
Kehilla. The essays are
adapted from the manuscript
of the book I am in the process of completing, There is
Only One Love: The Ba’al Shem Tov in the Modern
World.

his voice, “Oh wow! Oh wow!” And he lay down on the
carpeted floor closing his eyes, lost in rapture.
In the weeks and months following that incident, I
read and re-read the rabbi’s powerful words, and
began to read the essay itself in Hebrew. Finally, I
decided that I would attempt to render the chapter
into English. Kook’s style was difficult for me, and
translating it was extremely challenging. Moreover, I
really wanted to absorb the teaching so that it would
become part my own outlook. For these reasons
thinking about and translating the essay became my
chief spiritual practice for almost a decade. And I must
say that this exercise turned out to be my doorway
back to Judaism, for I came to truly comprehend that I
could be a faithful Jew and an all-embracing
universalist at the same time.
The essay begins with these profound words:

Universal Love
I moved to San Francisco in 1972. I had come to
California to escape both Judaism and Jewishness,
which had become like stones around my neck. Despite
my ambivalence toward Judaism at that time, I would
occasionally “hang out” at the House of Love and
Prayer, a Neo-Hasidic outreach center in San Francisco
that catered primarily to young Jews who were part of
the counter culture. Rabbi Shlomo Carlebach, who had
inspired the founding of the House, had stocked the
prayer hall with a huge library of Jewish books and one
day, alone in the prayer hall, I came across a slim
volume in Hebrew by Rav Abraham Isaac Kook, which
contained the rabbi’s teachings on certain moral
principles. Rav Kook (1865-1935) was the first Chief
Rabbi of Palestine and arguably the greatest orthodox
Jewish mystic of the first half of the 20th century.
I was about to open the book when a young
longhaired, bearded man named Eli wandered into the
prayer hall. I knew very little about Eli, but he had
previously told me that he had studied in several
orthodox yeshivas. At that moment Eli was radiant and
ecstatic, high on some kind of psychedelic. I smiled at
him acknowledging his presence as I opened the book
to the first essay, simply titled “Ahava,” which means
love. I read the first sentence to myself: Ha’ahavah
tzri’kha li’hi’yot m’lay’ah ba’lev la’khol . . . “Let love fill
your heart for everyone and everything . . .” The
words startled me, and as I reflected on them I felt a
deep joy. I had never read or heard a Jewish teaching
that was so filled with universal love, so embracing of
all people, Jew and Gentile alike. And Kook had been
an orthodox Jew!
And then I called out to Eli: “This is what Rav Kook
wrote,” I said, “Ha’ahavah tzri’kha li’hi’yot m’lay’ah
ba’lev la’khol . . “ “Oh wow!” Eli exclaimed at the top of

Let love fill your heart and flow out to all.
The love for all creations in their entirety comes
first. After this, love for all humanity. And then the
love for the Jewish people, which includes the
whole, since it is the destiny of the Jewish people to
serve toward the perfection of all things. Each of
these kinds of love becomes real through deeds, for
to love God’s creations means doing them some
good, bringing them to higher elevations.
Beyond all these circles of love is the love of divinity,
which is fully realized love. It is not the essence of
this love to bring about any change, but the heart
fills with a cosmic love which is the highest
experience of happiness.
In this teaching, love is not merely a feeling or a
sentiment. The love Rav Kook is speaking about
requires one to identify one’s consciousness with the
object of one’s love, an identification that enlarges
one’s sense of self. Rav Kook’s teaching is an invitation
to love all of humanity, all of God’s world. And he goes
even farther, stating the purpose of Jewish existence—
to serve toward the perfection of all things. What a
broad and sacred vision of the essential task of Jews!
I had witnessed too much intolerance in my life, too
much misogyny, too much racism, too much
homophobia, too much anti-Semitism, too much
prejudice toward Gentiles by Jews, too much ageism.
And I had witnessed many of these forms of
intolerance in American synagogues. Rav Kook’s
[continued on page 10}
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An Interview with Kehilla Member Anna Couey
by Bill Lazarus
[Editor's Note: We will from time to time be publishing
interviews with Kehilla members. If you know of a
member who you think would be a good interview
subject, please let us know! Contact Sasha at
sasha@kehillasynagogue.org or (510) 547-2424 x100.]

the domestic worker rights movement. By involving
domestic workers in research, the project avoided
some pitfalls of warped data. For instance, coupled
with low pay and few benefits, domestic workers often
reported getting paid vacations. The workers doing
analysis knew what that meant: taking “vacations” with
employers' families to tend to the kids.

Kehilla member Anna Couey’s life
traverses the world of art, social
justice activism and cyberspace.
Having studied art and literature at
Scripps College, Anna started out as
a fiber artist, but yarn seemed “too
soft” for the 1980s, so she moved
on to wire mesh and abstract
sculpture. Through the artists’
space, Art.com, she hooked into
early online communications
systems, and came to see cyberspace as enabling a
form of weaving that dissolves the division between
the artist and the audience. “It was tremendously
exciting to me that the viewer could make the work,”
Anna says.

Anna encouraged Kehilla to support the domestic
workers bill of rights campaign in California, which in
2013 obtained the right to overtime pay for domestic
workers. Anna is volunteering on the next phase of the
bill of rights campaign with Hand in Hand, a national
network of employers of domestic workers seeking to
“support you and your family in building caring homes,
fair workplaces, and stronger communities.”
(http://domesticemployers.org.)
For the past several years, Anna has worked with
Legal Services for Prisoners with Children, headed by
formerly incarcerated people. Discrimination is a key
problem faced by people with a conviction history,
making it extremely difficult for them to obtain jobs
and housing after their release. In addition to policy
change, Anna sees communication and relationshipbuilding, premised on recognition that but for
circumstance and luck, we could be in the same
position, as essential to dismantle fear and strengthen
community.

She organized the telecommunications art project,
“Cultures in Cyberspace,” and created a “channel” of
connected bulletin board systems that facilitated
conversation among Native American activists, artists
in the United States and Australia, and technovisionaries internationally. Anna saw computer
communications as a way to create a participatory
society, a way to break away from the centralized
voices of “mass media” to democratic engagement.
“We were going to break down that master voice,” says
Anna. Anna eventually found that cyberspace wasn’t
Mecca. “It felt like a gold rush. Suddenly a whole bunch
of people were in this arena. They were interested in
becoming billionaires. I left. I said this is not my space.”
She decided that despite the engagement fostered by
Facebook and other internet discussion vehicles,
“people aren’t necessarily more empowered. There’s
not more social equality.”

She feels privileged to have been able to build
friendships with co-workers who had convictions for
violent offenses. “We worked together but there was
also a deep understanding and a very deep trust that
transcended our differences.”
Anna recalls that in 1995, she and her soon-to-be
husband Michael Robin were demonstrating for the
release of Mumia Abu Jamal from death row for the
alleged 1981 murder of a police officer. Anna, Michael
and another 300 protesters were arrested, herded into
school buses and hauled off to jail on felony charges of
destroying property — trash in a dumpster. Jail was
short lived, just three days before charges were
dropped. Anna remembers the “warm pink” walls of
the jail coupled with bright lights around the clock and
a toilet only partly shielded from viewers. The
experience provided “a visceral way of understanding
dehumanization, and that it can happen to you.”
[continued on next page]

Anna worked for years with the San Francisco
Public Library, and with the DataCenter: Research for
Justice (DataCenter.org), an organization started by
librarians in the 1970s, which developed a substantial
reputation as a library and research center of the Left.
With the advent of the Web, the organization
reinvented itself, creating a research model that would
support grassroots campaigns and restructure power
dynamics by engaging participants in designing the
inquiries. Anna developed a research partnership with
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our home – including trying to buy it back for us. We
experienced such a powerful example of community…
It became clear, the connection to people is the most
important thing.”

Interview with Anna Couey
[continued from previous page]
That understanding was deepened when she and
Michael lost their home to foreclosure in 2010. They
had purchased at the height of the market, just before
the financial meltdown, and jobs that had seemed
stable turned out to not be. “Kehilla, our family and
friends offered extraordinary support to help us keep

Anna thinks of her work with art and data,
prisoners and nannies, as “creating ways for people to
hear each other.” She finds soul, and hope, in
relationship as well as in community.

Activists Gather: Support, Food, Laughter
by Laura Finkler & Bill Lazarus

More than twenty activists, including many
members of Kehilla’s Economic Justice Committee
(“EJC”), met at the home of Laura Finkler and Larry
Walter on January 31, 2016, following a similar
gathering held last June. The occasion was largely a
social event, mixed with quick presentations of projects
in which folks are involved. The hope was to strengthen
relationships among activists and to spur further
involvement.

Roberta Stern –Working with veterans via the
American Friends Service Committee to educate high
school students about the realities of war
Tree Gelb Stuber - National Association for Mental
Health; Alameda County Food Bank; Jewish Family and
Children’s Services
Lisa Saxe - Affordable housing
Sharon Lebenkoff - Jewish Voice for Peace
Norma Smith - East Bay Interfaith Immigration
Coalition.
Julie Litwin - Refugee accompaniment teams
Lea Delsen - Interfaith Trio – interfaith work with
Muslims and Christians
Alex Madonik - Death penalty
Sue Goldberg - Prop 13 tax reform and other tax
measures, EJC member
Bill Lazarus - Protecting California eucalyptus in the
East Bay Hills
Laura Finkler - Work of the EJC
Nikki Sachs - Palestine/Israel issues
Rochelle Towers – Racial Justice
Anna Couey - Domestic workers bill of rights

With that continued hope, the following is a partial
list of Kehilla activists who participated. Most spoke of
more than one involvement, but a single issue is
selected in the hope that this will help spur further
discussion. Feel free to contact anyone on this list if
you want more information. For contact information,
you can email sasha@kehillasynagogue.org or check
the Membership Roster in the Members Only section
of the website.
Mandy Bratt - Oakland Community Organizations
(OCO)
Karen Rachels - Income Inequality
Richard Speiglman - East Bay Housing Organizations
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Faith Trio News
by Lea Delson
Thanks very much to those who volunteered with
the Faith Trio to help those in Alameda County who
struggle to get enough food to eat. A group of us
volunteered on Friday, February 12, at the Alameda
County Community Food Bank. The Faith Trio is an
interfaith alliance of Kehilla together with Montclair
Presbyterian Church and the Islamic Cultural Center of
Northern California. Thanks very much to volunteers
Mandy Bratt, Lea Delson, David Green, Marty Gross,
Bill and Lynn Lazarus, Kai and Toby Levenson, and
Claudia Miller.
We bagged 8,000 pounds of apples and had fun
meeting folks from the Islamic Cultural Center of
Northern California and Montclair Presbyterian Church.
We enjoyed a visit from Lisa Saxe, who is a Kehilla
member and a staffperson at the food bank. See
photos by Lea Delson and Ali Sheikholeslami here
https://www.smugmug.com/gallery/n-HzgWf4/ikSmsv3Q
We are planning our next interfaith volunteer
activity to be an environmental activity such as a beach
or creek clean up, sometime around Earth Day. Stay
tuned for more information.

The Faith Trio invites everyone to join in a group
visit to an art exhibition on “Arabic: Language of the
Quran” on Sunday, March 13, from 3 - 5 pm. The
exhibition is at the San Francisco Main Public Library at
100 Larkin Street in San Francisco on the 6th floor in
the Skylight Gallery, and is free and open to all. We can
view a calligraphy demonstration by Arash Shirinbab in
the Latino Hispanic Community Room in the lower level
library until 3:30 pm, and then go up to the 6th floor to
view the exhibition.
The exhibition includes many impressive works in an
array of styles. We will meet and hear from some of
the artists in this exhibition, including Arash Shirinbab,
Rubina Kazi, and Susan Duhan Felix, a Jewish artist who
collaborated on some of the artwork. We’ll learn about
their creative process and the history and significance
of Arabic calligraphy. It’s easy to get to the San
Francisco Main Public Library by public transit as it is
close to the Civic Center BART station. The location is
handicapped accessible. To RSVP or if you have
questions please contact Lea Delson at
lea@delsonphoto.com or (510) 528-6725. For
information about the exhibition, see
http://sfpl.org/index.php?pg=1022374201

Report Back from Forum on Tree Controversy
by Bill Lazarus
Key opposing players on plans to destroy 200,000plus eucalyptus and other non-native trees across the
East Bay hills squared off at a Kehilla forum held
January 23, 2016 in conjunction with Tu b’shvat. About
two dozen people attended the forum, which was
sponsored by Kehilla's Greening Committee. The forum
was unusual in bringing opponents together on this
issue of continuing and heated controversy.
Dan Grassetti, director of the Hills Conservation
Network and longtime opponent of plans to cut the
trees and spread herbicide for years to prevent
regrowth, and Norman LaForce, chair of the public
lands committee of the San Francisco Bay Chapter of
the Sierra Club, each addressed the issue. LaForce

spoke of the reputation of eucalyptus as “gasoline
trees” in Australia, while Grassetti quoted U.S. Forest
Service comments that the eucalyptus help prevent
fire, not the opposite. The comments were solicited by
the Federal Emergency Management Administration
concerning its plans to spend $5.6 million in federal
funds to reduce fire hazards in the hills. The Hills
Conservation Network and the Sierra Club are
opponents in litigation concerning those plans, and
lately have been involved in mediation talks toward a
possible resolution.
A good quality video of the roughly hour-long event
has been posted to YouTube at
https://youtu.be/5wvmsYD3dC4.
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On the Origins of Kehilla
[continued from p. 5]
teaching would later become my vision for Kehilla
Community Synagogue—a Jewish community which
would champion a radical hospitality, welcoming young
and old equally, Jews and non-Jews, intermarried
couples, straights and LGBTQ folk, and people of color.
Women would serve alongside men in all leadership

roles. Every person is made in the image of God.
Everyone deserves respect and love. “Let love fill your
heart for everyone and everything . . .”

Book Discussion Group
All Kehilla members are invited to join us for our
customary meetings on the second Monday of the
month in the Fireside Room.

(We will get some copies of this book from the San
Francisco Jewish Lending Library)
American Dervish by Ayad Akhtar
Monday, April 11, 7pm.

Forgetting River by Doreen Carvajal
Monday, March 14, 7pm
Raised a Catholic in California, New York
Times journalist Doreen Carvajal is shocked when she
discovers that her background may actually be
connected to conversos from Inquisition-era Spain:
Jews who were forced to renounce their faith and
convert to Christianity or face torture and death. With
vivid childhood memories of Sunday sermons,
catechism, and the rosary, Carvajal travels to the
centuries-old Andalucian town of Arcos de la Frontera,
to investigate her lineage and recover her family's
original religious heritage. As she strives to find proof
that her family had been forced to convert to
Christianity six hundred years ago, Carvajal comes to
understand that the past flows like a river through
time--and that while the truth might be submerged, it
is never truly lost.

Hayat Shah is a young American in love for the first
time. His normal life of school, baseball, and video
games had previously been distinguished only by his
Pakistani heritage and by the frequent chill between
his parents, who fight over things he is too young to
understand. Then Mina arrives, and everything
changes.
American Dervish is a brilliantly written, nuanced,
and emotionally forceful look inside the interplay of
religion and modern life. Ayad Akhtar was raised in the
Midwest himself, and through Hayat Shah he shows
readers vividly the powerful forces at work on young
men and women growing up Muslim in America.
Ayad Akhtar is the author of Disgraced, a play that
recently played at the Berkeley Rep Theatre.
Please find a copy of the book at the library or a
bookstore. For more information, please contact Jan at
jan@kehillasynagogue.org.
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Thank You for Your Generosity
GENERAL FUND
Laura Boxer & Hedy Straus in honor of David Levine
Laurie & Jeff Contract in memory of Terri Masson
Karen & Larry Levy in memory of Terri Masson.
Nikki & Aaron Pava
Kristina Peterson
Cathy Steirn in memory of the yahrzeit of her
mother, Bernice Goldstein Steirn

RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND
Alex Bernius

TERUMAH FUND
Ron Cohen
Irene McPhail
Ruth Minka & Kathy Smith

Kehilla Community Synagogue
Please use the following number for all staff: (510) 547-2424
Community Rabbi, David J. Cooper,
Rabbidavid@kehillasynagogue.org

x103

Associate Rabbi & School Director, Rabbi Dev Noily
RabbiDev@kehillasynagogue.org

x104

Executive Director, Michael Saxe-Taller
Michael@kehillasynagogue.org

x101

Managing Director, Beth Bittle
Beth@kehillasynagogue.org

x106

x100

School & Administrative Assistant,
Natalie Boskin
Natalie@kehillasynagogue.org

x107

Bookkeeper, Molly Melamed

x102

Events Line:

Hazzan Shulamit Wise Fairman
Shulamit@kehillasynagogue.org
Bar/Bat Mitvzah Program Director, Sandra Razeili
Sandra@kehillasynagogue.org

Communications Coordinator,
Sasha Gottfried
Sasha@kehillasynagogue.org

Fax: (510) 547-2442
x105

Chevra Kadisha:
Jane Hoberman: 510-843-6047
Committee Against Abuse:
Steven Falk: 510-339-0517

Founding Rabbi, Burt Jacobson (510) 283-5704
RabBurt@earthlink.net
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Spiritual Life Practices Committee Chair:
Shoshana Finacom
Spirituallife@kehillasynagogue.org

x216

Kehilla Community Synagogue
1300 Grand Avenue (at Fairview)
Piedmont, CA 94610
(510) 547-2424

Sun., March 6, 2pm. Help Support Refugees in Oakland.
The Kehilla Economic Justice Committee, in partnership
with Jewish Voice for Peace and the Lighthouse Mosque,
invites Kehilla members to join us. Meet at the Lighthouse
Mosque, 620 42nd Street, Oakland (near MacArthur
BART). (See p.3 for details.)

Please come fragrance-free to all Kehilla events,
for the health of people with respiratory conditions
and chemical sensitivities.

Sun., March 6, 2:30-3:45pm. “I Never Knew Hebrew
Could Be So Much Fun!” An Introductory Four-Session
Class. Taught by Bracha Stone.

March 2016
Tues., March 1, 1:45pm. Yoga Class with Sandra Razieli.
Fireside Room.

Sun., March 6, 4-5pm. "More Hebrew More Fun!" A
Continuation Series Four-Session Class. Taught by Bracha
Stone. At the home of Bracha Stone.

Tues., March 1, 7:30pm. Middle East Peace Committee
Meeting. Back Classroom, main floor.

Sun., March 7, 7pm. "Jewish Tastes from Cooking Round
the World: Hipper Hamentaschen." Kitchen. (See p.5 for
details.)

Wed., March 2, 7:50am Morning Meditation Sit with
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room (Enter through the Patio
entrance on Fairview.) Doors open at 7:50 a.m., short
teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30,
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30.

Tues., March 8, 1:45pm. Yoga Class with Sandra Razieli.
Fireside Room.
Wed., March 9, 8-8:30am. Morning Meditation Sit with
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room. (Enter through the Patio
entrance on Fairview.) Doors open at 7:50 a.m., short
teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30,
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30.

Wed., March 2, 6:30pm. Spiritual Life Practices Meeting.
Emma Goldman Room.
Thurs., March 3, 4-6pm. Kehilla School.
Thurs., March 3, 4-6pm. Drop-in Torah Study and
Discussion Group. Everyone is welcome and appreciated!
Besht Lounge. Free.

Thurs., March 10, 4-6pm. Kehilla School.
Thurs., March 10, 4-6pm. Drop-in Torah Study and
Discussion Group. Everyone is welcome and appreciated!
Besht Lounge. Free.

Thurs., March 3, 7pm. "A Radical Judaism for Our Time."
Taught by Rabbis David Cooper and Burt Jacobson.
Fireside Room.

Fri., March 11. No Shabbat Service this evening

Fri., March 4, 7:30pm Kabbalat Shabbat with Rabbi Dev,
Debbie Fier and Julie Nesnansky. Join us to light Shabbat
candles and for a song-filled and soulful evening of both
spirited and contemplative prayer. Oneg Kiddush
sponsored by Jan Herzog to commemorate the yahrzeits
of her grandmother, Irma Seligman, uncle Stefan Herzog,
and aunt Gertrude Fromson, and to celebrate her sister
Alice visiting from Japan.

Sat., March 12, 10:30am, Shabbat Morning Service, with
Rabbi David and Hazzan Shulamit in the Sanctuary. At this
service we are celebrating the aufruf of Aaron Sachs (son
of Nikki Sachs) and Athalia Markowitz, who are
celebrating their upcoming nuptials. And this is the last
parasha of the Book of Exodus, so we will be looking at
the last verses of the book where Moses finishes the
desert sanctuary and “turns it on” for the first time. If you
want to leyn, the aliyot are Exodus 40:28-32, Ex 40:33-35,
Ex 40:36-38. Contact Rabbi David, if interested.
Oneg Kiddush is sponsored by Jean Dickinson and Nikki
Sachs in honor of the couple. Feel free to bring something
veggy or dairy to supplement the Kiddush.

Fri., March 4, 9pm, Oneg – Social Gathering. Feel free to
come for the oneg even if you can’t make it for the
service.
Sat., March 5, 10:30am Shabbat Morning Service: with
Rabbi David and Julie Nesnansky. In parashat Va-Yak’hel
there is the story of how people’s contributions of
materials for the sanctuary were far exceeding the needs
of the construction. What is the role of gifting in our
spiritual, communal and familial lives? Why do we feel so
impelled to give to others? What are the Jewish traditions
about giving? If you want to leyn, the aliyot are Exodus
35:30-35, Exodus 36:1-3, Exodus 35:4-7. Kiddush and oneg
to follow. Please bring veggie food to share.

Sat., March 12, 12:15pm, Oneg – Social Gathering. Feel
free to come for the oneg even if you can’t make it for the
service. If you can, bring a veggie dish to share.
Sat., March 12, 3:00-7:30pm. New Artist's Reception with
Lynne Feldman & Poetry Reading with Tova Ricardo.
Fireside Room. (See p. 3 for details.)
Sun., March 13, 9:30am. Joyfully Jewish for
Kindergarteners & Their Grown-Ups. Back Classroom.

Sat., March 5, 12:00noon, Oneg – Social Gathering. Feel
free to come for the oneg even if you can’t make it for the
service. If you can, bring a veggie dish to share.

Sun., March 13, 3-5pm. Group visit to an art exhibition on
“Arabic: Language of the Quran." Sponsored by the Faith
Trio. (See p. 4 for details.)
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Mon., March 14, 7pm. Book Discussion Group. We will be
discuss Forgetting River by Doreen Carvajal. All Kehilla
members are welcome. For more information please
contact Jan Herzog at jankaye@juno.com. Fireside
Room.

Tues., March 22, , 6:45pm. (Dinner at 6:15) Board of
Trustees Meeting. All are welcome. Fireside Room.
Wed., March 23, "Purim Like It’s 5776," 6-11pm. With
Chochmat HaLev and Urban Adamah. Co-sponsored by
Kehilla. Children's program, Full Megillah Reading and
Dance Party. At Urban Adamah, 1050 Parket St., Berkeley.
(For details, see p. 4.).

Tues., March 15, 1:45pm. Yoga Class with Sandra Razieli.
Fireside Room.
Wed., March 16, 8-8:30am. Morning Meditation Sit with
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room (Enter through the Patio
entrance on Fairview) Doors open at 7:50 a.m., short
teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30,
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30.

Thurs., March 24, 4-6pm. Kehilla School.
Thurs., March 24, 4-6pm. Drop-in Torah Study and
Discussion Group. Everyone is welcome and appreciated!
Besht Lounge. Free.
Thurs., March 24, 6pm. Greening Committee Meeting.
Buber Room.

Wed., March 16, 7-8:30pm. Economic Justice Committee
Meeting. Fireside Room.

Fri., March 25, 6:30pm. Tot Shabbat. For children up to 5
years old (or older if they would enjoy it) and their grownups. Led by Jen Miriam Kantor, Alon Altman and Jen’s
puppet friends. Please bring a vegetarian potluck dish to
share if you can. Social Hall

Thurs., March 17, 4-6pm. Kehilla School.
Thurs., March 17, 4-6pm. Drop-in Torah Study and
Discussion Group. Everyone is welcome and appreciated!
Besht Lounge. Free.
Thurs., March 17, 7pm. "A Radical Judaism for Our Time."
Taught by Rabbis David Cooper and Burt Jacobson.
Fireside Room.

Sat., March 26, 10:30am, Shabbat Morning Service,
Service leader to be determined along with Beth
Dickinson. More details coming soon. Kiddush and oneg to
follow. Please bring veggie food to share.

Fri., March 18, 7:30pm Kabbalat Shabbat: with Hazzan
Shulamit & Julie Nesnansky. Join us to light Shabbat
candles and for a song-filled and soulful evening of
ecstatic and contemplative prayer. Kiddush to follow.
Bring veggie finger-food to share.

Sat., March 26, 12:15pm, Oneg – Social Gathering. Feel
free to come for the oneg even if you can’t make it for the
service. If you can, bring a veggie dish to share.
Sat., March 26, 7pm. Showing of “Audre Lorde: The
Berlin Years 1984-1992,” A Film by Dagmar Schultz.
Sliding scale: $5-15. (See p. 4 for details.)

Sat., March 19, 10:30am, Shabbat Morning Service:
Service leader to be determined along with Julie
Nesnansky. Kiddush sponsored by Barbara Cohen in honor
of her 60th birthday.

Mon., March 28, 7pm. "How to Include Everyone’s Voice
and Still Be Efficient – An Introduction to Sociocracy: A
Mini-Workshop." Presented by Kehilla member Sheella
Mierson, Ph.D. (See p.5 for details.)

Sat., March 19, 12:15pm, Oneg – Social Gathering. Feel
free to come for the oneg even if you can’t make it for the
service.

Tues., March 29, 1:45pm. Yoga Class with Sandra Razieli.
Fireside Room.

Sun., March 20, 2:00-4:00pm, Kehilla Purim Carnival. (See
announcement, p. 4.)

Wed., March 30, 8-8:30am. Morning Meditation Sit with
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room (Enter through the Patio
entrance on Fairview) Doors open at 7:50 a.m., short
teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30,
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30.

Sun., March 20, 9:30am. Joyfully Jewish for
Kindergarteners & Their Grown-Ups. Back Classroom,
main floor.
Sun., March 20, 2:30-3:45pm. “I Never Knew Hebrew
Could Be So Much Fun!” An Introductory Four-Session
Class. Taught by Bracha Stone.

Thurs., March 31, 4-6pm. Kehilla School.
Thurs., March 31, 4-6pm. Drop-in Torah Study and
Discussion Group. Everyone is welcome and appreciated!
Besht Lounge. Free.

Sun., March 20, 4-5pm. "More Hebrew More Fun!" A
Continuation Series Four-Session Class. Taught by Bracha
Stone. At the home of Bracha Stone.

Thurs., March 31, 7pm. "A Radical Judaism for Our Time."
Taught by Rabbis David Cooper and Burt Jacobson.
Fireside Room.

Tues., March 22, 1:45pm. Yoga Class with Sandra Razieli.
Fireside Room.
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Kehilla Community Synagogue
1300 Grand Avenue
Piedmont CA 94610
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED
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