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Two Stories of a Rabbinic Activist 

by Rabbi David J. Cooper 

     As I was applying for the 
position in 1999, the Rabbi 
Search Committee interviewed 
me. They asked, “What do you 
see yourself doing 10 years from 
now?” Huh? I guess this was what 
they asked all the candidates. I 
stumbled for a second, and then 

said what was obvious to me. “I hope to be celebrating 
my 10th anniversary as Kehilla’s rabbi.”  
     I mean, what else would I say? Kehilla wasn't a 
stepping stone to my ‘true vocational ambition’? Hey, 
there was no where to go any higher! Well, not for me. 
This was the finest position I could ever imagine, where 
my Jewish training and leadership and my political 
activism could be utilized to their fullest. And all this in 
the context of a synagogue community that I loved 
deeply.  
     So now on February 12, we’re going to be celebrating 
my 18 years of work in Kehilla, especially my social action 
leadership. So I thought I'd share a story or two about 
this.  

Story 1: a Left Synagogue to Subvert the Hegemony 
     I was an organizer before Kehilla. Following my work 
in Abalone Alliance against the Diablo Canyon nuclear 
power plant in 1981 or ‘82, I served as a legal observer 
for the Livermore Action Group against nuclear weapons. 
I met Rabbi Burt, who was heading a Jewish support 
group in LAG, and was glad that there was a Jewish 
clergy person involved. You see, I had grown up with a 
pretty extensive Jewish education, but my activism and 
Judaism rarely coincided.  
     My then wife, Linda Hirschhorn, and I heard that Burt 
was trying to organize a leftist synagogue, so we went to 
a few meetings he led. I realized it needed some serious 
organizing, but I had just been offered the opportunity to 
organize a Jewish action group to focus on Israel/ 
Palestine peace issues.  
     Well, I knew Ricky Sherover Marcuse, Herbert 
Marcuse’s wife, and we shared a common interest in the 
political theory of the great Italian Marxist thinker 
Antonio Gramsci, who advocated organizing on cultural 
lines and not only on economic and political interests. I 

asked, “Which is more apt to subvert the hegemonic 
paradigm from Gramsci’s perspective, organizing a leftist 
synagogue or a Jewish policy group on Israel/Palestine?” 
To which Ricky responded something like, “If you already 
know, why ask me?” And it occurred to me that here in 
the Reagan years we could use a “Jewish base 
community,” a synagogue of resistance. But it couldn't 
be a disguised front for a political organization -- it had 
to be real. I felt this in my guts in a way that exceeded 
any previous organizing I'd done. And it was because I 
knew I wanted children and I wanted them raised 
connected to a synagogue where Judaism and 
progressive social action were of a whole cloth.  

Story 2: Non-Christmas Carols and Workers Rights 
     It was December 1999. I had been serving as rabbi for 
less than three months. My mom was visiting and staying 
at the hotel on the Berkeley Marina. I drove over to pick 
her up and having fetched her from her room, we were 
going through the lobby to go out. And there sitting on 
the floor on either side of the hallway were several 
people, a few of whom were wearing clerical collars. And 
they were singing lyrics about workers rights to 
Christmas carol melodies. We got to the car. Mom said, 
“How nice! They’re singing carols to the hotel guests.” 
“No mom, those are protest songs about some sort of 
labor problem at the hotel." 
     The next day’s news reported that the hotel was filing 
for a restraining order against the union representing the 
workers who were fighting for a contract. The suit 
alleged that the union had sent in people to sing in the 
hotel hallway, interfering with the guests’ enjoyment of 
the premises. Using my legal training, I quickly wrote an 
affidavit that said my mom very much enjoyed the 
singing in the lobby and that we were not at all 
inconvenienced. I sent it to the union and a union rep 
called me at Kehilla. They hadn't needed my affidavit 
since they had already won against the restraining order.    
     “But we see you’re a rabbi. Would you be willing to 
talk to Nicole Lee from the Interfaith Committee for 
Worker Justice?” Nicole came to my offices at Northbrae 
Community Church. The committee was a project of 
EBASE (the East Bay Alliance for a Sustainable Economy)   
[continued on p.9] 
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Book Discussion Group
     All Kehilla members are welcome to join us for our 
customary meetings on the second Monday of the 
month at 7pm. 

Monday, January 9: The Secret Chord by Geraldine 
Brooks 
     Peeling away the myth to bring King David to life in 
Second Iron Age Israel, Brooks traces the arc of his 
journey from obscurity to fame, from shepherd to 
soldier, from hero to traitor, from beloved king to 
murderous despot and into his remorseful and 
diminished dotage. 

Monday, February 13: Moonglow by Michael 
Chabon 
     Moonglow unfolds as the deathbed confession of the 
narrator’s grandfather, whose tongue has been 
loosened by painkillers and whose memory has been 
stirred by the imminence of death. From the Jewish 
slums of prewar South Philadelphia to the American 
invasion of Germany to the heyday of the space 
program, the novel revisits an entire era through a 
single life and collapses a lifetime into a single week.  A 
work of fictional autobiography, Moonglow, above all, is 

about the destructive impact and the creative power of 
keeping secrets and telling lies. 
     Moonglow is this year's selection for the Jewish 
Learning Works One Bay One Book.  To find out about 
the series and events please see 
http://www.jewishlearningworks.org/one-bay-one-
book.  We will have some copies of the book available 
to pick up at our January meeting. 

     Looking ahead to Monday March 13, we will be 
selecting the books for the coming year.  Please send 
suggestions of books to Joseph Sklar at 
 jsklar3826@yahoo.com 
     When suggesting a book, it must have "Jewish" 
associated with the book, which is loosely defined as 
having Jewish content, by a Jewish author, or interest to 
Jews.  Please also provide information about the 
availability of the book through at least the Berkeley 
and Oakland libraries.  It also helps to know if there are 
a lot of holds on the book.  This information should be 
sent to Joseph by March 1st.  A list will be compiled and 
sent to anyone interested.  At the meeting we will vote 
to see what books will be read in the coming year. 

  

Movie Night 

 

To Order Tickets: 
Online at: www.justicetojustice.brownpapertickets.com  

By check: Kehilla Community Synagogue, 1300 Grand Avenue, Piedmont, CA 94610. 
Please indicate number of tickets on the memo line. 

General Admission: $54    Ages 35 and under/Low income: $36   Under 18: Free 
No one turned away for lack of funds 

To make a contribution to Kehilla in honor of Rabbi David, send a check to Kehilla Community Synagogue or 
visit  www.justicetojustice.brownpapertickets.com   
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More About Honoring Rabbi David

     Rabbi David J. Cooper has been the prime mover in 
establishing the East Bay’s Kehilla Community 
Synagogue, founded in 1984, as a go-to shul for 
progressive Jewish social action in the Bay Area. Under 
his leadership, the synagogue has united an inclusive 
spirituality, open to all with progressive political values. 
With interfaith and political coalitions, Rabbi David has 
also led his community in working to achieve peace, 
fairness, and social justice as central to Jewish spiritual 
practice. 

     Beginning July 1, 2017, by his own initiation, Rabbi 
David’s rabbinic role will change. Having realized his 
dream of growing Kehilla into a strong and vital 
community, he will become what he calls “Active Rabbi 
Emeritus,” continuing to lead services, teach and 
organize Kehilla’s social justice actions. Rabbi Dev Noily 
will don the mantle of Senior Rabbi at Kehilla, as well as 
actively maintain Kehilla’s embodiment of tikkun olam. 

     To celebrate Rabbi David’s more than 30 years of 
service to Kehilla and to social justice advocacy, Kehilla 
is hosting a public event on February 12, 2017 at the 

First Presbyterian Church in Berkeley. Linda Tillery,  
renowned singer, percussionist, and leader of the 
Cultural Heritage Choir will headline a concert of Songs 
of Freedom and Justice with Anthony Mordechai Tzvi 
Russell, a vocalist who marries Ashkenazic and African-
American musical forms; Linda Hirschhorn, a cantor, 
singer and songwriter; and Talia Cooper, a folk singer, 
activist and satirist. 

     The concert will celebrate the struggle for freedom 
from a multicultural perspective, drawing music from 
texts that explore the historical connections between 
enslaved Africans and enslaved Jews in Egypt, and our 
natural ties in today’s struggles for freedom and justice. 
Speakers will include progressive activists from Oakland 
Community Organizations, East Bay spiritual and 
religious leaders with whom David has worked, and 
other special guests.  A reception with substantial hors 
d’oeuvres will follow the program. 

     For more information and sponsorship opportunities, 
call 510.547.2424 and press “0"

 

Interfaith Food Bank Volunteering, Come Join Us!  
Friday, February 3, 8:20-11:30am

     A group of 24 volunteers from 4 congregations 
volunteered at the Alameda County Community Food 
Bank (ACCFB) on Friday morning, December 30, 2016. 
This volunteer effort was sponsored by the Faith Trio, 
an alliance of Kehilla Community Synagogue along with 
Montclair Presbyterian Church and the Islamic Cultural 
Center of Northern California. Volunteers from Temple 
Sinai participated as well. The Faith Trio congregations 
have joined together to volunteer at the food bank at 
the end of December for the last four years, since 2013.  
     The volunteers spent several hours bagging fruit to 
be distributed to food pantries, senior centers, 
churches, and other venues. We had a chance to meet 
and chat with members of the other congregations as 
we did our volunteer work. It was very heartwarming to 
see Jews, Muslims and Christians interacting in such a 
positive way.   

     Volunteers from Kehilla were David Green, Jennie 
Schacht, Karen Friedman, Laird Harrison, with his 
college age sons Trevor and Dashiell, Lea 
Delson, and Shari and Jonathan Cole and their son Oren, 
the youngest volunteer. Much appreciation to all the 
volunteers! 
     The next interfaith volunteer shift at the ACCFB is 
planned for Friday, February 3, 8:20 - 11:30 am. Please 
contact Lea Delson at lea@delsonphoto.com or (510) 
528-6725 if you would like to participate this time or 
would like to participate in such activities in the 
future. This activity will be an observance of World 
Interfaith Harmony 
Week http://worldinterfaithharmonyweek.com 
     Here are some photos of the interfaith food bank 
volunteering, courtesy of Robert Berger of Temple 
Sinai https://www.flickr.com/photos/11254402@N06/s
ets/72157676860438561/
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Tu B'shvat in the Redwoods 
Tickets on sale until Thursday, February 9 

Sunday, February 12, 2017 | 10 am to 3:30 pm 

At Roberts Regional Recreation Area, Oakland 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   Co-sponsored by Kehilla. Hazzan Shulamit and Maggid 
Zelig Golden will co-lead a creative, experiential, nature-
based “seder” ceremony in Roberts Regional park in 
Oakland. Amazing toddler, youth, and teen programming 
available, too. Join Wilderness Torah as we celebrate the 
New Year of the Trees in the East Bay Redwoods! As the 
days lengthen, we pause during Tu B’Shvat to celebrate 
the unseen awakening of spring. Deep within the trees, 
the sap starts flowing as the trees begin a new cycle. 
     In the tradition of the Kabbalists (16th century mystics 
of Tsfat, Israel), we will gather in the forest Sunday 
morning to celebrate the season through song, 
meditation, and Tu B’Shvat teachings. 
     In the afternoon, join us for an ecology walk around 
the beautiful redwood groves, a family concert with 
Octopretzel,  an introduction to tracking, and many other 
exciting Tu B’Shvat inspired offerings.  
    You can register here: 
http://wildernesstorah.org/festivals/tu-bshvat-in-the-
redwoods/register/   Advance tickets only; none available 
onsite. Limited low-priced tickets. Get yours today! 
 

     Book Discussion Group  
All Kehilla members are welcome to join us for our 
customary meetings on the second Monday of the month 
at 7pm. 
Monday, February 13.  Moonglow by Michael Chabon.       
Moonglow unfolds as the deathbed confession of the 
narrator’s grandfather, whose tongue has been loosened 
by painkillers and whose memory has been stirred by the 
imminence of death. From the Jewish slums of prewar 
South Philadelphia to the American invasion of Germany 
to the heyday of the space program, the novel revisits an 
entire era through a single life and collapses a lifetime 
into a single week.   
     Moonglow is this year's selection for the Jewish 
Learning works One Bay One Book.  To find out about the 
series and events please see: 
http://www.jewishlearningworks.org/one-bay-one-book. 
 We will have some copies of the book available to pick 
up at our January meeting. 
 Monday March 13. We will be selecting the books for 
the coming year.  Please send suggestions of books to 
Joseph Sklar at jsklar3826@yahoo.com  
     When suggesting a book, it must have "Jewish" 
associated with the book, which is loosely defined as 
having Jewish content, by a Jewish author, or interest to 
Jews.  Please also provide information about the 
availability of the book through at least the Berkeley and 
Oakland libraries.  It also helps to know if there are a lot 
of holds on the book.  This information should be sent to 
Joseph by March 1st.  A list will be compiled and sent to 
anyone interested.  At the meeting we will vote to see 
what books will be read in the coming year. 

 

   Welcome to Dee Ward, Our New Office Administrator 

                                       We are pleased to announce that we have hired Dee Ward as our new Kehilla Office Administrator.    
                                       Dee's first day in the office will be Monday, January 30.  Please stop by to say hello. You can learn 
more about Dee below.  We have also said goodbye and thanks to Christine Haider-Winnett, our temporary Office 
Assistant.  We wish Christine and her husband Alex many blessings as they expect their new child (due any day now!). 
     A Message from Dee:   Hi, my name is Deirdra Ward but I prefer to be called “Dee.” I am a California native originally 
from Los Angeles. I moved to the Bay Area in 1996 and have called Oakland my home and the city where my husband, 
Bobby and son, Cota reside as well. 
      Most recently, I worked at Starr King School for the Ministry as the Office Manager and Coordinator of Academic 
Programs. Prior to that, my husband and I ran our own business for several years and I have also worked as a paralegal 
for the American Cancer Society. I am a member of First African Methodist Church in Oakland where I serve as a Steward 
and work with the Video Technology ministry. 
    Bobby and I are actively working towards getting Cota ready for college (summer 2018). I like to shop, I love Starbucks 
coffee, I like cooking and travelling with my family. I feel honored to work at Kehilla as I fully embrace my spiritual gift of 
helping others, and this community will allow me to continue to walk in my gift, as it embodies the servitude of others. 
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Rabbi David’s Movie Class: Doing the Right Thing
     The Hebrew word for “justice” has 
a simple root, tzedek, also translated 
as “righteousness.” But it simply 

means to do the right thing. But what is the right thing? 
How do we determine it? And if determined, how do we 
summon the will to take the risks that doing the right 
thing entails? I started compiling a list of these a few 
months ago, and there are far too many films to show 
them all. I decided to limit it to these six. 
  There will be a pot of veggy gluten-free food so that 
people do not have to eat in advance of coming. Since 
the films are between 1½ and 2 hours long, we will start 
early. Come at 6:15 for food, 6:30 for a short 
introduction and then the film. And you can still take 
food and eat during the movie. For those who are 
interested and can stay, there will be 20 minutes of 
discussion following the films. 
   February 15, 6:15 gather; intro & film at 6:30 
promptly.   The Visitor (2007). A small but acclaimed 
film. A private apolitical individual must decide whether 
and how to come to the aid of two undocumented 
immigrants. Beautifully filmed, scripted and acted. An 
inspiring work for those working on Kehilla's 
immigration and refugee endeavors. 104 min. 
     February 22, 6:15 gather; intro & film at 6:30 
promptly.  Trumbo (2015). A drama focusing on the 
challenges faced and choices made by an idealistic 
screenwriter facing McCarthyist repression in the 
1950’s. We have something to learn today from the 
defiance of a proto-fascism 60 years ago and from the 
courage required as different individuals took risks in 
the face of adversity. 124 min. 
     March 8, 6:15 gather; intro & film at 6:30 promptly. 
The Wannsee Conference (1984) – A reenactment of 
the short conference in 1942 where officials of the Third 
Reich, including Eichmann, met to discuss practicalities 
in finalizing the final solution. The context is a limited 
and racist world view where the most "liberal" choices 
favor murdering a few less people. Good prep for the 

next film in the series. The film is exactly the same 
length as the actual conference: 85 minutes.  
     March 15, 6:15 gather; intro & film at 6:30 promptly. 
Hannah Arendt (2012). A drama about Arendt's 
wrestling with the ethical choices facing perpetrators 
and victims of the holocaust. Looking at the Eichmann 
trial, Arendt considers how doing the right thing 
requires getting off automatic pilot lest you fall into the 
banality of evil. Her very act of discussing the issue at all 
models the purposeful thinking required to do the right 
thing. Best if you saw Wannsee film on March 8.  
113 min. 

March 22, 6:15 gather; intro & film at 6:30 promptly. 
Where to Invade Next (2015). What choices have other 
countries made to do the right thing for their people? 
Michael Moore's tongue-in-cheek, yet factual, 
documentary makes us seriously consider the poor 
choices the U.S. has made and provides a vision of what 
is possible if we do the right thing. 120 min. 

   You can take the whole series or come just to any of 
them. Be sure to check the Kehilla website to confirm 
the location. 
     Cost includes gluten-free veggy stew dinner!! 

Dates: Wednesdays,  February 15,  
February 22, March 8, March 15, March 22 
Time: 6:15: Dinner  6:30 Introduction & Movie   
Location: For location, please call 510-606-5604 before 
4pm the day of the class if you are new to the class. 
Cost: (includes gluten-free veggy stew) $15 per evening 
for members; $20 for nonmembers  
$75 for the whole series for members; $100 for 
nonmembers 
To Register:  You can register on our website at 
www.Kehillasynagogue.org, and click on the "Learn" 
link, or send check payable to Kehilla to Kehilla, 1300 
Grand Avenue, Piedmont, CA 94610.

Purim - Save the Date!  March 11 & 12 
Erev Purim is Saturday night, March 11 

Join us at Urban Adamah, with Chochmat HaLev for a Megilla Reading, music and 
appropriately irreverent celebration. 

Purim is Sunday, March 12 
Come to the Kehilla School Purim Carnival, from 2:00 - 4:00pm. 

Celebrate with hamentaschen, games, facepainting, bouncy house, a cakewalk, prizes, 
costumes and more! 
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Embodied Activism 
Preparing ourselves and our communities for the coming changes 

with Minister Sarah Thompson, Executive Director of Christian Peacemaker Teams  
and Maggid Jonathan Furst, Spiritual Facilitator for Keneset HaLev  

Wednesday, February 15, 6:30pm 
Kehilla Community Synagogue 

1300 Grand Avenue, Piedmont, CA 

How can we become more effective organizers and peacemakers? Come learn & practice techniques to increase 
our abilities to embody our highest values in responding to this political-spiritual moment. 

Drawing from modern and ancient activist wisdom, we will: 

 Reveal strategies of nonviolent direct action embedded in Hebrew & Christian  
 Examine our personal values, capacities and resources for creating positive change  
 Run scenarios to practice interrupting violence and dealing with haters  
 Embolden ourselves and each other as upstanders  

This event aims to engage the body, enliven the heart, recognize grief, sharpen the mind,  
relieve physical stress, and inspire! 

 
6:30pm-9pm. Light snacks will be served. 

Suggested Donation: $10-$15 to help cover travel expenses. $2 for kids.  
Nobody turned away for lack of funds! 

 

Minister Sarah Thompson is the Executive Director of Christian Peacemaker Teams, a multi-faith 
organization that places violence-reduction teams in crisis situations and militarized areas at the 
invitation of local peace and human rights workers. 

 

 

Maggid Jonathan Furst is an organizer, outdoor educator/nature-connection mentor, ritual 
artist and the Spiritual Facilitator for Keneset HaLev - Community of the Heart. 

 

 

Presented by Kehilla Community Synagogue, Christian Peacemaker Teams, and Keneset HaLev. Co-sponsors 
include the Aquarian Minyan, Jewitch Collective, and Yeshiva Derech HaEretz/Way of the Earth. 
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           Join the Resistance!  
            Two Connected Workshops for     

               Intergenerational and Congregational Response 
         to the New Political Reality 

 

Two groups of  social justice activists are planning two distinct workshops to facilitate Kehilla members’ coming 
together to work on our resistance efforts.  

1. Intergenerational Activist Gathering at Kehilla  
     Saturday, February 18, 4pm - 6pm, Social Hall 

There will be a panel discussion with: 
     Julie Aronowitz : currently doing work with Faith in Action, OCO's sister organization in San Francisco and San 
Mateo Counties  
     Rabbi David Cooper: Kehilla Rabbi, involved in many activist organizations 
     Rochelle Towers: Activist for many many years, currently organizer and facilitator  with White Awake 
     A speaker from JYCA (Jewish Youth for Community Action ): TBA 
     The panelists will discuss the relationship between their Judaism and their activism, focusing particularly on the 
sustainability of activist work over time. 
     We will then move into small intergenerational groups to introduce ourselves to each other, talk about what we 
are doing, what we see as our focus given the new administration and political realities in our country, and where we 
see opportunities for faith, ritual, community and other parts of Jewish life to support activism, and vice versa. 
     If you have questions or want to/can help with setup or cleanup, please email  Dvora at dvoragee@gmail.com or 
Eva at evaoakland@earthlink.net. 

 

2.  Join the Resistance: An Action-Focused Workshop 
      Sunday, April 2, late afternoon, Sanctuary 

      This workshop, currently being planned by several members of the Economic Justice Committee and other Kehilla 
members, will help attendees identify specific action(s) to take in this new era.  
     This forum will provide detailed information and connections to help people overcome feelings of isolation, 
overload and despair by focusing on specific, effective actions. Examples of possible subject areas include 
immigration, the environment, voting rights, etc.  
     Participants will meet in small groups with six  - eight subject area experts. Each participant will have an 
opportunity to attend three sessions at different stations set up at Kehilla. By the end of this workshop, each 
participant should walk out with one or more identified areas for further engagement and specific next-step actions 
they want to take. 
     If you’d like more information or have questions, please contact Karen at karenrachels@gmail.com. 
 
Please look for further information about each of these workshops through the Kehilla weekly email, KCS Facebook 
page or flyers posted/distributed at Kehilla services. 
     While these two meetings will complement each other, participants may attend just one or both. 
     Events of this type are happening in significant numbers throughout the Bay Area with high participation levels. We 
encourage anyone who wants to do something to join us, whether this would be your first political action 
engagement or your 100th!  
     We are all in this together. 
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Two Stories of a Rabbinic Activist 
[continued from p. 1]
 
which had only been around a few months. "Who else 
is on it," I asked. The first on the list was activist priest -
- and friend of Cesar Chavez -- Father Bill O’Donnell, 
who I worked with earlier in the Sanctuary Movement. 
Yes, sure, any opportunity to work with Father Bill! I 
joined then and there. I’m not only the longest serving 
member of the committee, now called FAME (Faith 
Alliance for a Moral Economy), but the longest serving 
activist in EBASE.  

     Although Father Bill died 16 years ago, I have been 
continuously provided with a close network of 
committed and radical clergy who have inspired and 
upheld me all during these years that I have served 
Kehilla as rabbi. 
     And now I'm planning to remain in FAME and to stay 
active in Kehilla's social action -- and to be a spiritual 
leader in this my “Jewish base community,” which has 
been my home for over 32 years. Many more years to 
come. 

 

Another Way to Support Nueva Esperanza Accompaniment Teams 
by Karen Rachels and Julie Litwin, Immigration Committee

     Over the past two years, Kehilla members, in 
conjunction with the organization Nueva Esperanza, 
have formed four accompaniment teams that provide 
welcome and ongoing support to families and youth 
who have recently arrived from Central America. Over 
twenty Kehilla members and friends have joined teams 
and assisted five immigrant families in the transition to 
their new lives in the East Bay.  
     Still other Kehilla members have generously 
supported the teams and families by providing housing 
and donating clothing and other needed items and 
money. In 2016, more than $2800 was raised through 
contributions from Kehilla members and others. This 
money was used for emergency food and supplies, 
clothing, temporary housing support, transportation, 
legal filing fees, etc. It has been a vital cushion for the 
teams as they support their families struggling to adjust 
to the move here or changes in their circumstances.  
     One team member recently asked birthday guests to 

donate to the teams in lieu of giving gifts. If such an 
approach appeals to you, consider trying it yourself.  
Ask friends to honor you by making a contribution for 
an occasion such as your birthday, wedding or Bar/Bat 
Mitzvah by writing a check to Kehilla with “NEAT 
teams” in the memo line. Another option is for your 
guests to donate to our online fundraiser, which 
specifically helps with utility costs and housing for 
newcomers who are being served by Nueva Esperanza. 
You can donate at this link: 
https://www.youcaring.com/interfaithmovementforhu
manintegrity-704334 
     If you’d like to learn more about the 
accompaniment teams and how to participate or 
provide support, come to a workshop sponsored by 
the Kehilla Immigration Committee on February 19th 
from 4-6pm in the Fireside Room. 
     If you have other questions, please contact 
ImmigrationCommitteeChairs@kehillasynagogue.org

 

 

 

 
 

 

All Congregants Deserve A Safe Home 
     If you or anyone in your home is experiencing: 

>Child abuse      >Elder abuse      >Dependent adult abuse       
>Teen dating violence   >Intimate partner violence (domestic violence) 

 
    The Kehilla Committee Against Abuse (CAA), working along side the Spiritual Life Practices Committee (SLPC), is here 
to help you become or remain safe.    

     If you are experiencing any kind of abuse, please call: Steven Falk, long-time Kehilla member, at (510) 708-0517;  
Julie Patrusky, experienced domestic violence counselor and long-time Kehilla member, at (510) 528-0299; or Rabbi 
David at (510) 547-2424 x103.   Call the Shalom Bayit (Peace in the Home) helpline for counseling and advocacy for teen 
dating violence and domestic violence issues at: (866) SHALOM-7 (742-5667) toll-free within the Bay Area or (510) 451-
7233 (SAFE) outside the Bay Area. 
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On the Origins of Kehilla 
                                                            by Rabbi Burt Jacobson 

Note: This is the ninth of an ongoing 
series of personal essays on the 
beginnings of Kehilla. Each article 
shares the origins of one or more of 
the ideals and/or values that 
motivated me to start Kehilla. The 
essays are adapted from the 
manuscript of the book I am in the 

process of completing, tentatively titled There is Only 
One Love: The Ba’al Shem Tov in the Modern World. 

Barry Barkan: Friend and Mentor 
       I met Barry Barkan at a Friday evening prayer 
service of the Aquarian Minyan in Berkeley in 1974. As I 
got to know Barry, I found him to be one of the most 
exuberant and loving human beings that I had ever 
encountered. In fact, he seemed to me to be a kind of 
living embodiment of the Ba’al Shem Tov. He was 
forceful and articulate, and he was openhearted, warm 
and kind. He always seemed to find something deeply 
unique and precious in every individual that he 
encountered. And you never knew what to expect from 
him—he could be deeply inspiring or wildly humorous, 
or completely audacious and outrageous.  
       In the 1960s, Barry had been an investigative 
journalist for an African American newspaper in the 
South, and his social and political views had been 
shaped by the spirit of that era. He fully believed that it 
was possible for human beings, through the visionary 
power of their souls coupled with radical social 
activism, to solve and heal the problems we faced. He 
always saw the potential in people and events, and 
believed that it would be possible to realize that 
potential. 
       I recall many conversations with Barry during the 
1970s. I would often try to convince him that his 
optimism about the future was naïve and exaggerated; 
he, in turn, would counter my pessimism and cynicism, 
challenging me to deepen my faith. I recognized that 
Barry shared the Ba’al Shem Tov’s vision of human 
possibility. Although I never fully acquiesced to his 
incredible optimism, I did eventually come to focus 
more on human potential than on human weakness.  
       My friendship with Barry during those years also 
proved to be an incentive for turning in earnest to the 
study of the Ba’al Shem’s life and teachings, and finding 
ways to incorporate those teachings into my life. As I 
engaged with the Besht’s teachings I did so with an 
image of Barry Barkan in my mind, and this made the 
texts come alive in my imagination.  

    Describing what it was that brought him to Jewish 
spirituality, Barry wrote: 

 My life in Jewish Renewal began even before I 
imagined the existence of such a movement. While 
on an identity quest in New York’s Central Park in 
the late sixties, I met new friends who connected 
me with the living power of the ancient tradition. I 
read one line by Reb Martin Buber, “For me 
Hasidism was the restoration of the connection. . .,” 
and I intuited that for me, too, the spiritual lineage 
of the Baal Shem Tov provided the connective 
tissue to a spirituality that I had not yet 
experienced. But where to find its living expression? 
It wasn’t there for me in the Hasidic enclaves I 
visited in New York and Boston. [Endnote: Barry 
Barkan, “You Are Building It and They Are Coming,” 
in Victor Gross, Reuven Goldfarb, Yehudit Goldfarb, 
Nadya Gross, and Miriam Stampfer, Ancient Roots, 
Radical Practices, and Contemporary Visions, The 
Aquarian Minyan, p. 75] 

     Drawn by the personal example and the teachings of 
Shlomo Carlebach and later by Zalman Schachter, Barry 
joined with Judith Wallach and Minucha Gleich to 
found the Aquarian Minyan. Barry called this new form 
of Judaism “Native American Hasidism.” 

 Many of the people in the [Aquarian] Minyan and 
its many sister communities that have sprung up 
around the world do see ourselves as a uniquely 
American incarnation of an ancient Jewish shamanic 
tribal tradition which previously had its last major 
flowering in Eastern Europe in the late eighteenth 
century. 

     Through his contact with Reb Zalman, Barry had 
developed a notion of what he called “the rebbe 
within,” an idea that was somewhat at odds with Reb 
Zalman’s understanding of what it meant to be a 
rebbe. 

 Shaped and formed by the egalitarian notions 
of the sixties, many in our movement have 
advanced the notion that the shamanic quality 
of the Rebbe figure resides not in one person or 
in a dynasty, but in the community and its 
members who take this form of service seriously 
. . . as we sing, dance and tell stories, as we bring 
the presence of the Holy One, blessed be the 
Name, into the realms of our personal, 
communal and work lives. 

[continued on next page] 
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On the Origins of Kehilla 
[continued from p. 10] 

       In 1977 Barry invited a group of friends to his home 
on a Sunday afternoon to share some ideas about his 
professional work that had been brewing in his mind.  
     He told us that he had been deeply concerned about 
the vast number of old people who were being 
warehoused in long-term care facilities such as nursing 
homes. “These folks are our elders,” he asserted, “and 
they deserve respect and honor. Just because they are 
old does not mean that they should have to give up 
their hopes for finding happiness and meaning in the 
last years of their lives. Every elder holds the wisdom of 
a lifetime, and this wisdom is so necessary for future 
generations . . . I believe that we need to create 
communities of hope and meaning, providing elders 
with a sense of their own worth as keepers of wisdom 
for society.”  
      We were all excited by Barry’s ideas and supported 
his vision. Together with his wife, Deborah Cushman 
Barkan, Barry went on to create a new model for elder 
care, which they called Live Oak Regenerative 
Community. Barry’s and Debby’s work is having a 
profound effect on the culture of aging, most especially 
in Israel. 
         I had been living with a lot of self-doubt, out of 
touch with my essence. Barry’s modeling of the notion 
of the rebbe within made the Aquarian Minyan a place 
where I could begin to transform that negative pattern 

and learn to grow wings. It was only a matter of time 
until I became a spiritual leader in the Minyan. I also 
served as interim rabbi to a local Reform congregation 
for nine months while their rabbi was on sabbatical 
leave.  
       In those years, I was working as an attendant for 
disabled people. I was also conducting weddings for 
couples and Bar/Bat Mitzvah mentoring and 
ceremonies for families unaffiliated with synagogues. I 
called my project “Kehilla: the Synagogue Without 
Walls.” Inspired by Barry’s example, I began to wonder 
whether there might be something particular that I, as 
a rabbi, might contribute to the Jewish world. When I 
prayed for discernment, the still small voice within me 
whispered that the time was coming when I would 
once again serve as a rabbi in the larger Jewish 
community, but in a way entirely different from the 
past. 
        In large part Barry’s trust in my capacities gave me 
the confidence to start Kehilla Community Synagogue. 
Barry possessed a profound ability to envision an 
optimistic future. Through my contact with him I 
discovered that I, too, had that ability. I launched 
Kehilla Community-Synagogue with a vision/mission 
paper titled, “Re-visioning the American Synagogue.” 
The motto for the new congregation came from the 
book of Proverbs, “Without vision the people perish.” 
(29:18) 
 

 

Barry Barkan  
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Thank you for Your Generosity 
 

Annual Fund 
Ty and Kathleen Ding in memory of Steve Schour 
Dorothy and Paul Wachter in honor of the Shen-
Sachter Family 
 

General Fund 
Nancy Achorn in appreciation of Avi Rose 
Judith Albert in memory of Stew Albert and David 
Dobkin 
Sandy Bredt and Em Herzstein in honor of Susan 
Freundlich 
Arthur Eckstein in memory of Jeannie Rutenburg 
Nancy Feinstein and Glenn Shor in memory of Sam 
Feinstein 
Rabbi Burt Jacobson to support staff retirement 
Carol Hoffman 
Fran and Mike Lando in memory of their beloved 
father, Sidney Oper 
Richard Maisel  
Howard and Elaine Myers in honor of the Bat Mizvah of 
Anna Myers 
Joseph Oper in memory of his father, Sidney A. Oper 
Julie Patrusky in memory of Layla Coltraine Hall 
Claudia Reet 
Michael and Amy Sholinbeck in memory of Dorothy 
Sholm and Irving Sholm 
Helen Stotzfus and Albert Greenberg in honor of 
Sharon Grodin's art show 
 

High Holy Days Tzedakah Fund 
Kitty Kameon 

 
In Honor of Rabbi Burt Jacobson's 80th 
Birthday 
Rhonda Barovsky 
Amy Bat Tzipora 
Sandy Bredt and Em Herzstein 
Wendy Buffet and Joel Kreisberg 
Barbara Cohen and Allen Price 
Karen Cohn and Teri Gruenwald  
Marjorie Cox 
Beth Dickinson 
Barbara Epstein 

Julia Epstein 
Samuela Evans 
Shoshana and Dave Finacom 
Helena Foster 
Susan Freundlich and Denni Liebowitz 
Sue Goldberg 
Sharon Grodin 
Alison Jordan 
Jay and Ruth Koch 
Ruth and Jon Levin 
David Lee and Barbara Petterson 
SAM Luckey 
Michael Myers and Sarah Carnochan 
Julie Nesnansky 
Sherry Novick and Bob Roden 
Jonathan Omer-Man and Nan Gefen 
Julie Patrusky in honor of Sasha Gottfried and Rabbi 
Burt's 80th birthday 
Michele and Marc Rappaport 
Danielle Rosenman and Steven Falk 
Carol Rothman and Scott Ullman 
Marcie Rubel and Michael Rufo 
Amy Shutkin and Robert Oiken 
Cathy Steirn and Chris Kinavey 
Betty and Don Stone 
Richard Stone 
Tova and Robert Vance 
Kim Venezia and Chinabear Joseph 
Maurice Zilber 
 

NEAT 
Nan Gefen 
Karen Rachels 
 

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund 
Joe DeVries and Danielle Saunders in honor of Rabbi 
David Cooper 
Shoshanna Halle in appreciation of the Chesed 
Committee 
[continued on next page] 
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Rabbi's Discretionary Fund 
[continued from p. 12] 

Bill and Lynn Lazarus in honor of Sharon Grodin's Art & 
Soul 
Nate and Nadia Stanis in honor of Sue Haas-Lyon 
Marilyn Valivs in memory of Layla Hall 
Jennae Wallach in memory of Solomon Jay Wallach 
 

Terumah 
Miriam Abrams 
Linda Artel 
Amy Bat Tzipora in memory of her parents and 
grandparents 
Ellen Bernstein and Richard Speiglman 
Kaia Burkett 
Natalie Bonnewit and Matt Mayers 
Beth Dickinson in honor of the leadership at Kehilla 
Andrea DuBrow and Paul Buddenhagen 
Susan Freundlich in memory of her mother, Betty 
Freundlich 
Anita Goldstein in honor of Rabbi David Cooper 
Susan Goldstein 
Carol Gross 
Leanne Grossman 
Jan Herzog 
Heather Jolly 
Val Kinavey in honor of Cathy Steirn 
Lisa Korwin and Kip Walsh 
Elizabeth Kowal in memory of her dear friend, Elyse 
Lentz 
Hannah Kranzberg 
Joel Kreisberg in memory of Barry and Louisa Kreisberg 
Grace Laurencin in memory of her mother, Helen 
Moorehead 
Sharon Lebenkoff 

Julie Litwin and Shelley Sella 
Alex Madonik 
Kathleen Meagher and Harvey Sohnen 
Nelson and Mika Max 
Aaron Muraski 
Edie Reba Murphy in memory of her father, Joseph 
Leighton 
Laura Nelson and Daniel Alpert 
Laurie Nemzer 
Carolyn Pedrotti 
Julie Patrusky in honor of Rabbi David Cooper  
Eva Petterson in memory of her mother, Rosa. 
Karen Rachels 
Fay Rohrbach and Susan Schulman 
Howard and Ellen Rosenberg 
Danielle Rosenman and Steven Falk in memory of their 
mothers, Adele Essman and Lillie Falk 
Carol Rothman and Scott Ullman in honor of Cathy 
Steirn 
Julie and Michael Saxe-Taller 
Rita and Joseph Sklar 
Carla Schick in memory of Rona and Stanley Schick 
Anne Simon and Adrienne Cool  
Alice Wilkins and Joseph Malloy 
Diane and Joshua Wirtschafter Jenny Wong and Mark 
Schlosberg 
Miriam, Carlos, Adil and Daphne Zamora-Kantor 
 

Tzedakah 
Cathy Jane Steirn in memory of her sister, Harriette 
 

Youth Education Fund 
Lisbeth Cutler in memory of Ed Krause 
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February 2017 
Wed., Feb. 1, 7:50am. Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room. (Enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview.)  Doors open at 7:50 a.m., 
short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30, 
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. 

Thurs., Feb. 2, 4-6pm. Kehilla School. Please enter 
through the kitchen door. 

Fri., Feb. 3, 8:20-11:30am. Interfaith Food Bank 
Volunteering. Join the Faith Trio (Kehilla, Montclair 
Presbyterian Church and the Islamic Cultural Center of 
Northern California) as we volunteer at the Alameda 
County Community Food Bank (ACCFB). Please contact 
Lea Delson at lea@delsonphoto.com or (510) 528-6725 
if you would like to participate. This will be an 
observance of World Interfaith Harmony Week. 

Fri., Feb 3, 7:30pm, Kabbalat Shabbat with Hazzan 
Shulamit, Debbie Fier, and Beth Dickinson.  Join us to 
light Shabbat candles and for a song-filled and soulful 
evening of both spirited and contemplative prayer. 
Kiddush follows the service. Bring veggie finger-food to 
share.   

Sat., Feb. 4, 10:30am,  Family Shabbat Morning Service 
with Rabbi Dev, Beth Dickinson, and Hazzan Shulamit.  
A family, child, and teen-friendly service filled with 
upbeat songs and prayers geared to younger 
participants but meaningful to all. Kiddush at Noon: 
Please bring veggie or dairy finger foods to share. 

Sat., Feb. 4, 10:30am,  Tot Shabbat. With a special 
emphasis on babies and children up to 3 and their 
grown ups - but children up to 5 are welcome!  Led by 
Jen Miriam Kantor, Alon Altman and Jen’s puppet 
friends.  Gather for songs, prayers, and stories and end 
with challah and grape juice and bring a snack to share 
if you’d like. 

Sat., Feb. 4, 7-9pm.  Special showing of the award-
winning film, Censored Voices, hosted by the Middle 
East Peace Committee. It features previously censored 
interviews of Israeli Defense Force soldiers as they are 
returning to their kibbutzim after fighting the ’67 war. 
(See p. 4  for details.) Sanctuary. 

Sun., Feb. 5, 9am. Joyfully Jewish for Kindergarteners.  
Back Classroom, Main Floor. 

Tues., Feb. 7, 7:30pm. Middle East Peace Committee 
Meeting. Fireside Room. 

Wed., Feb. 8, 7:50am. Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room (Enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview)  Doors open at 7:50 a.m., 
short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30, 
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. 

Thurs., Feb. 9, 4-6pm. Kehilla School. Please enter 
through the kitchen door. 

Fri., Feb. 10, 12pm. Art Committee Meeting. Back 
Classroom, Main Floor. 

Fri., Feb. 10, 6:30pm, Friday Night Peace Walk with 
OCO. join Rabbi David in this walk for peace in our own 
community led by Oakland Community Organizations’ 
Ceasefire campaign. Second Fridays are when Kehilla 
folks are particularly encouraged to come. The 
Ceasefire campaign is many-sided including the training 
and mobilization of neighborhood peace interveners, 
the retraining of police, and a weekly peace walk with 
local congregations to support a “culture of peace and 
healing” in neighborhoods at risk. Rabbi David reports 
that he has done this many times and it is an especially 
nice way to meet people from across the spectrum of 
Oakland communities. Meet inside First Mt. Sinai 
Church, 1970 86th Ave. For info, call 510-606-5064. 

Sat., Feb. 11, 10:30am, Annual Learners’ Service. The 
Annual Learner’s Service. Our annual come-and-learn 
about the Shabbat morning service. Open to all. Led by 
Rabbi David & Beth Dickinson. We will learn the 
choreography of the service, explore the meanings of 
the prayers, learn why the service follows the order 
that it does, and for those studying for Bar/Bat Mitzvah 
this will help them prepare for their own celebration. 
(All Bar/Bat Mitzvah students and at least one 
parent/guardian are required to attend.)  Please bring 
something to share for a potluck lunch. Sanctuary & 
Social Hall. Kiddush follows the service. Bring veggie 
finger-food to share.   

Sun., Feb. 12, 10am. Tu B’shvat in the Redwoods: The 
New Year for the Trees with Wilderness Torah, co-
sponsored by Kehilla. At Roberts Regional Recreation 
Area, Oakland. (See p. 5 for details.) 
Sun., Feb. 12, 4-8pm. Celebration Honoring Rabbi 
David: From Justice to Justice and Strength to 
Strength. At the First Presbyterian Church of Berkeley. 
(See p.2 for details.) 
Mon., Feb. 13, 7pm. Book Discussion Group.  We will 
discuss Moonglow by Michael Chabon. All Kehilla 
members welcome. Fireside Room. 

Wed., Feb. 15, 7:50am. Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room (Enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview)  Doors open at 7:50 a.m., 
short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30, 
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. 

Wed., Feb. 15, Rabbi David's Film Class.  6:15pm: 
Dinner, 6:30 Intro & Movie. The movie for this class will 
be The Visitor (2007).  For location, please call 510-
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606-5604 before 4pm the day of the class if you are 
new to the class.  (See p.6 for details.)   

Wed., Feb. 15, 6:30pm. Economic Justice Committee 
Meeting. Buber Room. 

Wed., Feb. 15, 6:30pm. Embodied Activism: Preparing 
ourselves and our communities for the coming 
changes. Fireside Room and Social Hall. (See p.7 for 
details.) 

Thurs., Feb. 16, 4-6pm. Kehilla School. Please enter 
through the kitchen door. 

Thurs., Feb. 16, 6:30pm. Youth Committee Meeting. 
Back Classroom, Main Floor. 

Fri., Feb. 17, 7:30pm, Kabbalat Shabbat with Hazzan 
Shulamit, Jenna Stover-Kemp, and Julie Nesnansky.  
Join us to light Shabbat candles and for a song-filled 
and soulful evening of spirited and contemplative 
prayer. Bring veggie finger-food or dessert to share. 

Sat., Feb. 18, 10;30, Shabbat Service - with Rabbi 
David, Julie Nesnansky and Hazzan Shulamit. We are 
chanting from the first iteration of the  “Ten 
Commandments” Exodus 20:1-17.We’ll also look at 
Rabbi Rami Shapiro’s contemporary expression of 
these ten expressions. Are there fundamental 
commandments that we need to add for our era? Bring 
veggie finger-food to share.   

Sat., Feb. 18, 4-6pm. Intergenerational Gathering  on 
Social Justice.  Social Hall.  (See p.  8 for details) 

Sun., Feb. 19, 4pm.  Workshop on Accompaniment  
Teams. Learn about the work of Kehilla members 

involved in assisting new immigrants and refugees and 
the organizations coordinating the teams. Fireside 
Room.  Questions? Contact 
 ImmigrationCommitteeChairs@kehillasynagogue.org  
Wed., Feb. 22, 7:50am. Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room (Enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview)  Doors open at 7:50 a.m., 
short teaching at 7:55 a.m., silent sit from 8:00 - 8:30, 
mourner’s kaddish and announcements at 8:30. 

Wed., Feb. 22, Rabbi David's David's Film Class.  
6:15pm: Dinner, 6:30 Intro & Movie. The movie for this 
class will be Trumbo (2015).  For location, please call 
510-606-5604 before 4pm the day of the class if you 
are new to the class.  (See p.6 for details.)   

Thurs., Feb. 23. No Kehilla School.  

Fri., Feb. 24, 6:30pm, Tot Shabbat. For children up to 5 
years old (or older if they enjoy it) and their grown-ups. 
Led by Jen Miriam Kantor, Alon Altman and Jen’s 
puppet friends. Please bring a vegetarian potluck dish. 
Social Hall. 

Sat., Feb. 25., 10:30am, Shabbat Morning Service.and 
with Sharon Grodin and Julie Nesnansky. Kiddush 
follows the service. Bring veggie finger-food to share.   

Sun., Feb. 26, 9am. Joyfully Jewish for 
Kindergarteners.  Back Classroom, Main Floor. 

Tues., Feb. 28, 6:45pm. (Dinner at 6:15)  Board of 
Trustees Meeting. All members are welcome. Fireside  
Room.

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kehilla Community Synagogue 
1300 Grand Avenue, Piedmont, CA 94610 

Please use the following number for all staff:  (510) 547-2424 

Co-Rabbi, David J. Cooper 
Rabbidavid@kehillasynagogue.org 
Co-Rabbi, Dev Noily  
RabbiDev@kehillasynagogue.org 
Executive Director,  Michael Saxe-Taller 
Michael@kehillasynagogue.org 

Managing Director, Beth Bittle 
Beth@kehillasynagogue.org 

Hazzan Shulamit Wise Fairman 
Shulamit@kehillasynagogue.org 

Bar/Bat Mitvzah Program Director, Sandra Razieli 
Sandra@kehillasynagogue.org 
Founding Rabbi, Burt Jacobson  (510) 283-5704 
RabBurt@earthlink.net 

Office Administrator 
Admin@kehillasynagogue.org 
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Youth Programs Coordinator,  
Natalie Boskin  
Natalie@kehillasynagogue.org 

Bookkeeper, Molly Melamed 
Molly@kehillasynagogue.org 

Events Line: 

Fax: (510) 547-2442 
Chevra Kadisha: 
Jane Hoberman: 510-843-6047 
Committee Against Abuse: 
Steven Falk: 510-339-0517 

Spiritual Life Practices Committee Chair:  
Shoshana Finacom 
Spirituallife@kehillasynagogue.org 

Kol Kehilla Layout & Editor:   
Sasha Gottfried   
Proofreaders: Shoshana Finacom, Laura 
Finkler  
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