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The Turning: God, Jews, and Torah in the 21st Century 

by Rabbi David J. Cooper 
     These are some ideas that frame my thoughts as I 
start co-teaching with Rabbi Burt our course “Radical 
Judaism for Our Time.” 
     It’s all up for grabs – as the expression goes. The 
major frameworks of Jewish life for 2000 years are now 
subject to reevaluation. We are in the midst of a great 
turning that has been proceeding for two and half 
centuries and which has accelerated during the last 70 
years and will continue into the future. 
     The role of the Torah, the idea of messianic 
redemption, the Jew in society, gender roles and the 
presence or absence of God in our lives – these have all 
radically changed for most Jews during the last 
generations. At least three phenomena have seriously 
challenged or overturned concepts considered central 
to Jewish belief for two millennia: the holocaust, 
modern science especially the theory of evolution, and 
scholarship analyzing the Torah. The changed role of 
Jews in society as citizens (rather than shtetl members) 
and the increasing enfranchisement of women into 
equal roles with men – these have challenged not only 
the details of Jewish Law (“Halakhah”) but the entire 
Halakhic *process. 
     The holocaust, through the most severe of tragedies, 
has put an end to the Deuteronomistic God who reliably 
rewards the good and punishes the bad. Meanwhile, 
scholarship on biblical texts has shown these to be an 
assembly of documents clearly of human authorship 
and not the literal word of God. And the well-proven 
concepts of evolution and of modern cosmology 
disprove biblical beliefs about the terracentric and 
anthropocentric placement of earth and humanity in 
the cosmos. 
     This is not the first time that there has been a major 
turning in the Jewish world needing to redefine or 
reevaluate itself and its beliefs. There have been several 
of these in the last 2500 years. One significant example 
is the century when the Jerusalem Temple was 
destroyed and the next few generations thereafter. Two 
results of that confrontation with a new reality were 
Rabbinic Judaism and, yes, Christianity.  
     In the prior turnings, it was necessary for the 
religious leadership to deny that the changes that were 
happening to Judaism were a discontinuity with the 
past. The early rabbis, for example, explained that their 
discussions and their varied conclusions recorded in the 

Talmud had their origins in an oral 
Torah transmitted by God to Moses at 
Sinai. Thus the new was framed as the 
old. But in this turning, we may not be 
able to so easily convince ourselves of 
the antiquity of the novel concepts 
and practices arising in our Jewish lives in response to 
the world in which we now live.  
     But this is not to say that we have abandoned or 
should abandon all prior practices, concepts and 
mythos. We continue with our weekly and seasonal 
rituals such as Shabbat and holidays. But I believe that 
we should not deny that we have invested these with 
new meanings that diverge from our predecessors. For 
example, Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur were the 
times when my great grandfather confessed has sins to 
a God external to himself hoping to obtain God’s mercy 
so that he could live yet another year with some 
prosperity and health. But I have no belief that I am 
beseeching a conscious deity who will determine 
whether I am worthy enough to persist in health and 
wealth. And yet I pray. But my prayer is about honest 
discernment of my misdeeds and the direction of my 
life, and whether I am walking an ethical path that 
enhances the community and world about me. I use 
almost the same words as my great grandfather, but I 
cannot deny that I mean something very different. But 
the words he used are a useful technology that 
connects me with my present while partaking of — but 
not duplicating — the past. 
     In the class I am teaching with Rabbi Burt [you can 
still join and benefit], we are looking to the teachings of 
Rabbi Art Green, who both in his personal practice and 
in his public theology, walks the razor edge where past 
and present join. He completely embraces the results of 
scholarship and science while he uses the spiritual 
technology of the past to frame a post-modern, neo-
Hassidic, and anti-fundamentalist way of living Jewishly.  
     Take for example his approach to the idea of cosmic 
and human origins. Kabbalah, of which he is a 
committed student, is deeply concerned with the 
creation of time, space and humanity. But for over a 
hundred years, Jews steeped in modernity have tended 
to shy away from Creation as a spiritual concept largely  
[continued on next page] 
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                        Executively Speaking: Let's Talk About Money 
                                                      by Michael Saxe-Taller, Executive Director

     When I was growing up, my family didn’t really talk a 
lot about money. I figured out some things by watching, 
like:  
 We have enough money   
 Be thoughtful about what you spend  
 Saving and donating money are good 
 Economic inequality and the fact that some 

people don’t have enough, is bad  
     My parents never discussed what they made and our 
financial situation. When I was in my mid-20’s, I asked 
my dad why he had never told me what he earned. I 
vividly remember him saying, “there are just some 
things that parents shouldn’t talk to their children 
about.”  

     I was taken aback by his answer but also motivated 
to understand why he treated money as such a private 
thing. I found that many Jews were hesitant to talk 
openly about money. As I learned more about Jewish 
history and about how money and finances have been 
key mechanisms of anti-Semitism, I understood why 
Jews might have fears about visibly talking about 
money.  

     Interestingly, as the executive director of Kehilla, I 
talk about money all of the time. I am thinking about 
the long-term health and growth of Kehilla, and, 
whether it is budgeting, personnel, fundraising, 
programming, education or building maintenance, every 
aspect of congregation life entails dealing with money.   

     Kehilla has grown into an institution with an almost 
one million dollar budget. That means we spend nearly 
a million dollars a year AND we must raise almost a 
million dollars. In order for us to do this well, we, as a 

community, need to get better at 
talking about money. We need to 
be able to talk openly about the 
synagogue’s financial needs, our 
financial resources and we need to 
be able to be able to ask for 
money.   

     At its core, the Kehilla community is committed to 
the values of social justice and inclusive spirituality. We 
can and do apply these values to how we deal with 
money. We can challenge the structural economic 
inequalities in the society we live in, and recognize that 
people have different amounts of economic resources. 
And we still need to learn to talk more openly about 
money and to get better at raising it.  

      I recently led a training on budgeting and fiscal 
oversight for the board of directors and I began by 
asking people to talk about their relationship to money. 
I asked questions, such as: 

 How was money dealt with when you were 
growing up? 

 What was it like as a Jew (or however you were 
raised) to talk about money? 

  How did your gender, race or class background 
affect your ability to think about money?  

 What is it like for you to talk about or ask for 
money now? 

     I encourage you to answer these questions as well.  If 
you do, I would love to hear what you learn from 
answering them. The more we can talk freely about 
money, the better we will be able to grow and sustain 
our community.

 

The Turning, God, and Torah in the 21st Century 
[continued from page 1] 

because of a perception that religion and science were 
in conflict about this. (And in fundamentalism that is 
indeed true.) But Green says that a Kabbalah of our 
time must return to Creation but with the Big Bang 
and evolution as spiritually rich concepts that 
emphasize both the unity of the cosmos, and the unity 
of all life. And embracing this spirituality imposes upon 
us a responsibility, or mitzvah, to cherish all human 
and animal life, to seek and pursue peace with justice  

 
and to preserve the ecological balance of our 
biosphere. 
     This is the generation where we need to embrace 
the turning in which we find ourselves. It is not simply 
an act of individual theological discernment. It is a 
pursuit that requires a community of seekers to search 
and also to practice together. Kehilla has been such a 
place for 31 years and we will be here for a long time 
into the future as we continue within this turning.
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New Artist's Reception 
 with Lynne Feldman & 

Poetry Reading with Tova Ricardo 
Havdalah following 

Saturday, March 12, 3-7:30pm 
Program 
    Opening Reception: 3-5:30pm 
    Art Talk With Lynne Feldman, 5:45-6:30pm 
    Poetry with Tova Ricardo, 6:30pm 
    Havdalah Service, 7:00pm 
    Exhibit continues through April 30, 2016 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  The artwork of Lynne Feldman will be displayed in 
the Fireside Gallery Room at Kehilla with an opening 
reception on March 12. Lynne, who lives in New 
York, will be here for the opening.  Her wonderfully 
colorful and celebratory pieces depict Jews from 
many walks of life in silk screen prints and tapestries. 
The evening will include a poetry reading with Tova 
Ricardo, and Havdalah. 
    Don’t miss this wonderful evening!  
 
 
 
 
  
   The exhibit and opening reception are co-
sponsored by Kehilla and Bend the Arc 
(http://www.bendthearc.us/). 
 
 Lynn Feldman writes: 
     I have been an artist all my life.  My earliest 
memories are of drawing and making things.  I was 
raised on the Upper West Side of Manhattan in a very 
secular Jewish family.  My grandparents were 
immigrants from Russia and spoke Russian, not 
Yiddish.  Their particular brand of Judaism was 
cultural rather than religious. I loved being with them 
in their world. Years later, with my own family, I 
found myself searching for that something that I 
found in their home.  It was also at that point in my 
life when my spirituality and my art became one. 

 

Screening and Discussion of  
This Changes Everything 

Sunday, February 14, 6:30-9:30pm  
(Valentine’s Day- a perfect chance 
 to show some love for the planet!) 

 

 

 

 

     

 

 

    Join us for a showing of This Changes Everything, an 
inspiring new movie about the climate change crisis 
and what we can do about it.  The movie will be 
followed by a discussion, with representatives from 
other community groups and the Sierra Club to share 
information about local initiatives.  

     This Changes Everything is an epic attempt to re-
imagine the vast challenge of climate change. Directed 
by Avi Lewis, and inspired by Naomi Klein’s 
international non-fiction bestseller This Changes 
Everything, the film presents seven powerful portraits 
of communities on the front lines, from Montana’s 
Powder River Basin to the Alberta Tar Sands, from the 
coast of South India to Beijing and beyond.  

      Funding for the screening provided by Netivot 
Shalom, Urban Adamah, WIlderness Torah, and the 
Sierra Club.  Other co-sponsors include the Pacifica 
Institute, Chochmat Halev, and Kehilla Community 
Synagogue. 

At Netivot Shalom, 1316 University Ave., Berkeley 

 

Save the Date! 

The Kehilla Annual Retreat 
July 1-3  

at Bort Meadow  (with camping) 
Stay tuned for details! 

 

 

Poetry with Tova Ricardo 
Seventeen-year-old  
Tova Ricardo, a junior at 
Bentley High School, is 
Oakland’s 2015 Youth Poet 
Laureate 
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Adult Education Classes Winter 2016 

To Register for Classes: You can register and pay online at www.KehillaSynagogue.org (click on the 
"LEARN" link and then click on Adult Education), or send check payable to Kehilla to Kehilla, 
 1300 Grand Ave., Piedmont, CA 94610.  

 
Jewish Tastes from “Cooking Round the World” 
Taught by Chef Educator Lisa Handwerker 
For several years Kehilla member Mindy Meyers has 
offered her “Cooking Round the World” 
(www.cookingroundtheworld)  summer camp for kids 
at Kehilla.  Now she has arranged to show us how to 
make (and eat!) some wonderful twists on some old 
Jewish favorites from near and far. The classes will be 
taught by Lisa Handwerker. 

Monday, February 1: Chocolate Jewish Treats 
Learn how to make traditional Jewish treats with a 
chocolate twist: chocolate babka, chocolate banana 
blintzes, and a Jewish dream-dessert: 
chocolate/caramel covered matzah. 

Monday, March 7: Hipper Hamantaschen 
It's time to go hamentashen-alternative. With one 
dough and many fillings—savory and sweet—the 
possibilities are endless: caramelized onion and goat 
cheese savory pizza hamantaschen, coffee cake 
hamantaschen, lemon bar hamantaschen, and 
chocolate ganache and salted caramel hamantaschen! 
Time: 7:00-9:00 pm  Location: Kehilla Kitchen 
Cost:  $40/class, for Kehilla members; $50/class for 
general public.   Check out other cooking classes 
around town--this is a bargain, and a wonderful gift to 
Kehilla!    
 

Learn to Chant from the Torah with Hazzan 
Shulamit 
Begins Wednesday, February 10, 9:30am. 
This 10 session course will teach those who can 
read/decode the Hebrew aleph-bet to learn the ancient 
system of chanting from the Torah. Week by week, you 
will learn the melodies of the cantillation symbols 
(trope marks) and and apply them to Torah text. At 
least 15 minutes of daily study between sessions is 
necessary in order to keep up with the pace of the 
course. Whether or not you ever intend to chant from 
the Torah in a prayer service, this is an exciting 
opportunity to delve into the music of Torah and 
explore it's interpretive prowess. Musical proficiency is 
not required, but it's necessary to be able to carry a  

 
tune. We will use "The Art of Torah Cantillation" as our 
study guide, available at Afikomen Judaica. 
Dates: Feb 10, 17, 24, (skip 1 week), March 9, 16, 23, 
30, April 6, 13, (skip 2 weeks), May 4  
10 sessions, 90 minutes each (15 total class hours) 
Time: Wednesday mornings, 9:30am-11:00am  
Cost: Sliding scale: $240-$360 members,  $280-$400 
non-members 
 

“I Never Knew Hebrew Could Be So Much Fun!”  
An Introductory Four-Session Series.  
Begins Sunday, February 14, 2:30pm 
Taught by Bracha Stone 
    We will begin to: 
 Learn how to read the language, which is not very 

hard since it is mercifully phonetic. 
 Learn how the language is structured so that 

simple prayers and songs start to make sense. 
 Learn some essential vocabulary through the use 

of well-loved songs. 
 Form a community of like-minded adults, play 

games, sing songs, and learn, learn, learn, learn. 
 Repeaters welcome! 
Dates: February 14 and 21, March 6 and 20 
Time: 2:30-3:45pm   
Location: Home of Bracha & Don Stone 
Cost:  $36 members and $48 general public 
For address, email info@kehillasynagogue.org  
 
“More Hebrew, More Fun!”  
A Four-Session Continuation Series 
Begins Sunday, February 14, 4pm 
Open to those who have some knowledge of how to 
de-code Hebrew 

Taught by Bracha Stone 
We will begin to: 
 Continue to learn how to read the language. 
 
[continued on next page] 
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More Hebrew, More Fun! 
[continued] 
 
 
 Learn how the language is structured so that 

simple prayers and songs start to make sense. 

 Learn some essential vocabulary through the use 
of well-loved songs. 

 Form a community of like-minded adults, play 
games, sing songs, and learn, learn, learn, learn. 

 Repeaters welcome! 
 
Dates: February 14 and 21, March 6 and 20 
Time: 4:00-5:00pm   
Location: Home of Bracha & Don Stone 
Cost:  $36 members and $48 general public 
For address, email info@kehillasynagogue.org  
 
Saturday Afternoon Series 
This year, we are experimenting with a monthly series 
of teachings designed to introduce congregants to a 
wide variety of topics and teachers.  No homework is 
involved, no knowledge or background is required, and 
the material is suitable for adults and motivated teens.   

 
 
 
Shabbat Afternoon Teaching: Developing An 
Authentic and Personal Shabbat Practice 
February 20, 3pm 
Taught by Rabbi Chaya Gusfield 
When we think about Shabbat, many things may come 
to our minds and hearts—songs, prayers, rituals. For 
this afternoon’s experience we will not attempt to 
learn the words and tunes; rather, we will explore the 
intention and spirit of Shabbat and how each one of us 
can find our own personal Shabbat practice that will 
enhance our relationship with Shabbat. No experience 
or lots of experience with Shabbat welcome. 
Date:  February 20 
Time: 3:00-5:00 pm           Location: Fireside Room 
Cost: $18 for members of Kehilla, $24 general public 
 
 

Book Discussion Group

All Kehilla members are invited to join us for our 
customary meetings on the second Monday of the 
month in the Fireside Room. 

The Marriage of Opposites by Alice Hoffman 
Monday, February 8, 7pm  
      A forbidden love story set on the tropical island of 
St. Thomas about the extraordinary woman who gave 
birth to painter Camille Pissarro—the Father of 
Impressionism. 
     Growing up on idyllic St. Thomas in the early 1800s, 
Rachel dreams of life in faraway Paris. Rachel’s mother, 
a pillar of their small refugee community of Jews who 
escaped the Inquisition, has never forgiven her 
daughter for being a difficult girl who refuses to live by 
the rules.  Rachel is married off to a widower with 
three children to save her father’s business. When her 
husband dies suddenly and his handsome, much 
younger nephew, Frédérick, arrives from France to 
settle the estate, Rachel seizes her own life story, 
beginning a defiant, passionate love affair that sparks a 
scandal that affects all of her family, including her 
favorite son, who will become one of the greatest 
artists of France. 

 Forgetting River by Doreen Carvajal 
 Monday, March 14, 7pm  
      Raised a Catholic in California, New York 
Times journalist Doreen Carvajal is shocked when she 
discovers that her background may actually be 
connected to conversos from Inquisition-era Spain: 
Jews who were forced to renounce their faith and 
convert to Christianity or face torture and death. With 
vivid childhood memories of Sunday sermons, 
catechism, and the rosary, Carvajal travels to the 
centuries-old Andalucian town of Arcos de la Frontera, 
to investigate her lineage and recover her family's 
original religious heritage.  As she strives to find proof 
that her family had been forced to convert to 
Christianity six hundred years ago, Carvajal comes to 
understand that the past flows like a river through 
time--and that while the truth might be submerged, it 
is never truly lost.  (We will get some copies of this 
book from the San Francisco Jewish Lending Library) 
      For more information contact Jan Herzog at 
 jankaye@juno.com
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Economic Justice Committee Corner:  Kehilla Supports Migrants’ Rights

     The year 2015 may be remembered as “The Year of 
the Refugee.”  So many have fled the civil war in Syria, 
and millions more are on the move in every corner of 
the world where violence threatens.  We are haunted 
by images of families and children, clinging to derelict 
boats or drowned in the surf.  Nor can they be sure of a 
welcome when they arrive in Europe or in North 
American.  The political right wing has vilified leaders 
such as Angela Merkel, named “Person of the Year” by 
Time Magazine for opening Germany to refugees.  Anti-
immigrant rhetoric dominates the current presidential 
campaign in the U.S., at least on the Republican side. 
     Kehilla is standing up for the rights of migrants.  We 
joined with our partners in the East Bay Interfaith 
Immigration Coalition (EBIIC) to honor International 
Migrants Day on December 18th, and members of the 
EJC helped other local groups to welcome refugees and 
condemn negative profiling of Muslims (see below for 
Karen Rachels’ report).   
     In August of 2015, 16 faith leaders traveled to 
Guatemala and Honduras to document the “root 
causes” of migration.  They heard first-hand about the 
threat of gang violence, and the poverty that follows 
from the displacement of people by large-scale 
hydroelectric projects, palm oil plantations, mining 
operations, and the construction of new tourist resorts.  
No wonder tens of thousands of refugees arrived at our 
borders over the past couple of years.  It’s a long and 
hazardous journey, and hundreds have died or 
disappeared along the way. 
     In Honduras, our EBIIC partners encountered The 
Committee of Families of Disappeared Migrants of 
Progreso (Comite de Familiares de Migrantes 
Desaparecidos del Progreso - CoFamiPro). These 
women share a common pain in the disappearance of 
their children, and this pain propelled them to go 
looking. They gathered photos of their own children as 
well as the children of other families, enlarged the 
photos, and then followed the route of their children’s 
migration. Along the way, they stopped in city plazas 
and invited local residents to come, to look, and to help 
them identify any of the lost children. They asked us to 
help get their story out, and that is what we did at the 
Fruitvale BART Station on December 18th.   
     Our displays included the photos of the missing 
children, as well as information about International 
Migrants Day, root causes of migration and the role of 
the U.S., and actions that we can take locally to assist 
refugees.  As the evening grew darker, we lit candles 

and listened as our leaders (including Avi Rose, Kehilla 
member and Executive Director of Jewish Family and 
Community Services of the East Bay) spoke about the 
plight of migrants.  To further dramatize the uncertain 
journeys they face, our EBIIC partners then presented a 
street theatre story of a Guatemalan woman who waits 
for news after her son travels north, eventually 
following him to Mexico, where they are reunited.  It 
was a memorable evening of art, music, and personal 
testimonies.  And, the message remains urgent, as ICE 
has since announced a new round of raids, aimed at 
deporting any immigrant families who have failed to 
obtain asylum or other legal status in the U.S.  Without 
expert legal assistance, recent refugees from Central 
America have virtually no chance of proving the 
dangers they face in their home countries, and that is 
why Hillary Clinton has just called for a suspension of 
these raids.  Stay tuned for further calls to action. 
     ~ Alex Madonik 

     On January 2, 2016, EJC members Richard Speiglman 
and Karen Rachels participated in an immigration-
related canvassing effort sponsored by Jewish Voice for 
Peace (JVP). After a brief training, they walked with JVP 
member Ellen Brotsky through neighborhoods in El 
Cerrito and Richmond asking residents to post the 
following in their windows: 1) a beautiful poster, 
“Refugees are Welcome Here,” with a picture of a 
Middle Eastern man holding his child; and 2) a flyer 
stating “Stop Profiling Muslims!” 
     We found all residents we spoke with agreed 
strongly with the sentiments and most were willing to 
post in their windows. Many had not heard about the 
recent incident at Richmond’s Islamic Society of West 
Contra Costa County: A man shouted outside the 
mosque, “I am going to kill you,” and was arrested later 
in the month after a partially-built pipe bomb was 
found in his home. 
     One moving moment for us was a conversation we 
had with a Muslim mother and her adult daughter. Due 
to the cold, the mother was holding a sweater on her 
head fashioned similarly to a hijab. She told us she 
usually does wear a hijab and had been harassed for 
wearing it. As she was telling us, she was crying softly. 
She kept saying, “We are all human, we are all human.” 
     The EJC is considering joining forces with JVP to 
organize a similar canvassing in Oakland and will inform 
Kehilla members of the details soon. 
     ~Karen Rachels
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Kehilla's Legacy Society 
We are pleased to acknowledge our growing community of donors to the Legacy Society at Kehilla.   
In partnership with the Jewish Community Foundation of The East Bay’s Create a Jewish Legacy program, Kehilla’s 
Legacy Society has grown to 39 members who are naming Kehilla as a beneficiary. Kehilla is creating an endowment 
for future generations to come.  The value of the commitments Is over $1,400,000.  The current members of the 
Legacy Society include:  
 

 Noam Birnbaum 
 Laura Boxer 
 Lynn Bravewomon 
 Sandy Bredt 
 Wendy Buffett 
 Kaia Burkett 
 Marjory Cox 
 Barbara Cohen and Allen Price 
 Ron Cohen 
 Rabbi Diane Elliot and Rabbi Burt 

Jacobson 
 Nancy Feinstein and Glenn Shor  
 Shoshana Finacon 
 Susan Freundlich 
 Dvora Gordon 
 Ruth and Jay Koch 
 

 
 Joel Kreisberg 
 Ruthie and Jon Levin 
 Simone Masson  
 Irene and David* McPhail 
 Richard Miles and Michelle Roland 
 Julie Nesnansky 
 Rabbi Dev Noily 
 Julie Patrusky 
 Kristina Peterson 
 Ilana Schatz 
 Ralph Silber 
 Cathy Steirn 
 Bracha and Don Stone 
 Hedy Straus 
 Beth Weinberger 
 One anonymous donor

* Z’’l – of blessed memory 
To learn more about the Legacy Society contact any of the Legacy Team: Lynn Bravewomon, Noam Birnbaum, 
Susan Freundlich,  Joel Kreisberg, Rabbi Dev Noily, or Michael Saxe-Taller. 

 

Kiddush Sponsors Are Needed 
Sponsoring a kiddush is a wonderful way to give to your community. It is also an opportunity to honor a special event, 
such as a yahrtzeit, birthday, or other celebration.    If you wish to sponsor a kiddush, or want to find out more about 
it, please contact Jan Herzog at  jankaye@juno.com.  Sponsors are needed for the following dates: 

 Saturday, February 6th: Shabbat 
 Saturday, February 13th: Shabbat 
 Friday, February 19th:  Kabbalat Shabbat 
 Friday, February 26th:  Tot Shabbat 
 Saturday, February 27th: Shabbat 
 Saturday, March 12th: Shabbat 
 Friday, March 18th:  Kabbalat Shabbat 
 Saturday, March 19th: Shabbat 
 Friday, March 25th:  Tot Shabbat 
 Saturday, March 26th: Shabbat 



 
8 

Faith Trio Food Bank Volunteering a Great Success! 
by Lea Delson 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     A huge thank you to those who offered their time 
and effort to volunteer on the last day of 2015 on 
behalf of those in Alameda County who struggle to get 
enough food to eat. 

     A group of 35 volunteers from 5 congregations 
volunteered at the Alameda County Community Food 
Bank (ACCFB) on Thursday morning, December 31, 
2015. This volunteer effort was sponsored by the Faith 
Trio, which consists of Kehilla Community Synagogue 
along with Montclair Presbyterian Church and the 
Islamic Cultural Center of Northern California. There 
were also volunteers from Temple Sinai and St. John’s 
Episcopal Church of Oakland.  

     Volunteers from Kehilla were Mandy Bratt, Rabbi 
David Cooper, Lea Delson, Karen Friedman, David 
Green, Dashiel Harrison, Laird Harrison, Trevor 
Harrison, Rachele Kanigel, Bill Lazarus, Lynn Lazarus 
and Naomi Teplow. 

     An additional 24 people from Kehilla offered to 
volunteer but could not be accommodated because 
only a limited number of volunteers was needed. Many 
thanks to those Kehilla people as well!! It is wonderful 
to know how many people in Kehilla care about helping 
the needy in our community and about working 
together with other faith groups. 

     We spent a few hours bagging apples and pears to 
be distributed to food pantries, senior centers, 
churches, and other venues  where they will be 
distributed to those who need them. We had a chance 
to meet and chat with members of the other 

congregations as we did our volunteer work. For 
example, we had an impromptu discussion about the 
Jewish concept of the afterlife. During these current 
times of increased fears and suspicion along religious 
lines, it was very heartwarming to see Jews, Muslims 
and Christians interacting in such a positive way. After 
the volunteer work, we heard a presentation about the 
work of the ACCFB and got a tour of their large and 
impressive facility. 

     The next such interfaith volunteer work at the 
ACCFB is planned for Friday, February 12, 8:20 - 11:30 
am. We already have enough volunteers from Kehilla 
signed up for this date. If you are interested in future 
volunteering with the Faith Trio, please contact Lea 
Delson at lea@delsonphoto.com 

     We are also seeking a few Kehilla members who 
would like to be part of the Faith Trio Committee, 
which coordinates these interfaith efforts and other 
activities. This involves attending monthly meetings 
(generally the third Tuesday of the month) and 
contributing to organizing activities as needed. If you 
are interested, please contact Rabbi David 
at RabbiDavid@KehillaSynagogue.org 

     For more information about the Faith Trio, 
see http://kehillasynagogue.org/the-faith-trio-now-
marching-for-the-earth-on-our-10th/ 

     Here are some photos of the interfaith food bank 
volunteering on 
12.31.2015 http://www.smugmug.com/gallery/n-
sLkNRc/i-SnFKtTF
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Thank You for Your Generosity 

 

ANNUAL FUND 
Reni Aniela & Miguel Zuliani 

Rabbis Diane Elliot & Burt Jacobson 

Jonathan & Laura Fairman in honor of Hazzan Shulamit 
Wise Fairman 

Melissa Rapp 

Claudia Reet 

Mark Schlosberg & Jenny Wong 

Nicky Silver in memory of her parents 

 
GENERAL FUND 
Anonymous 

Ellen Bernstein & Richard Speiglman 

Sandy Bredt & Em Herzstein in honor of Michael Saxe-
Taller 

Geri Degen & Rich Nosek 

Barbara Epstein 

Shulamit Wise Fairman in memory of her father, 
William Laskin Fairman 

Jan Herzog 

SAM Luckey 

The Maisel Foundation 

 
RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND 
Judy Albert 

Janet Lynn Holmgren 

 
 

 

 

HIGH HOLYDAYS TZEDEKAH FUND 
Ellen Becker & Howard Hamburger in memory of Jaime 
Tucker 

Michael Brodie 

Niki Pava 

 

TERUMAH FUND 
Miriam Abrams 

Carol Anne Gross 

Shoshana Halle 

Barbara Rhine & Walter Riley 

Ruth & Jay Koch in memory of Ruth's father, Irving 
Teitelbaum 

Elizabeth Kowal in memory of Ed Pearson 

Edie Murphy 

Julie Patrusky in memory of her parents, Hannah 
Patrusky & Nathan Patrusky 

Eva Pettersson in honor of Kehilla leaders, teachers and 
staff and in memory of her mother, Rosa 

Carol Rothman & Scott Ullman 

Julie & Michael Saxe-Taller 

Carla Schick in memory of her mother, Rona Schick 

Harvey Sohnen & Kathleen Meagher 
 
YOUTH EDUCATION FUND 
Nina R. Cohen & Jonathan Edward Cohen 

Shoshana & Dave Finacom in honor of Sandra Razieli 
and the wonderful Bar/Bat Mitzvah Program. 
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February 2016 
Mon., Feb. 1, 7pm. .  "Jewish Tastes from Cooking 
Round the World: " Class: Chocolate Jewish Treats.  
Kitchen. (See p.4 for details.) 

Tues., Feb. 2, 1:45pm. Yoga Class with Sandra Razieli. 
Fireside Room. 

Tues., Feb. 2, 7:30pm. Middle East Peace Committee 
Meeting. Back Classroom, main floor. 

Wed., Feb. 3, 8-8:30 am.  Morning Meditation Sit with 
Zoe Mosko. In the Fireside Room (enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview). 

Wed., Feb. 3, 6:30pm. Spiritual Life Practices Meeting. 
Emma Goldman Room. 

Thurs., Feb. 4, 4-6pm. Kehilla School.   

Thurs., Feb. 4, 4-6pm.  Drop-in Torah Study and 
Discussion Group. Everyone is welcome and 
appreciated! Besht Lounge. Free. 

Thurs., Feb. 4, 6:15pm. Greening Committee Meeting. 
Buber Room. 

Thurs., Feb. 4, 7pm. "A Radical Judaism for Our Time."  
Taught by Rabbis David Cooper and Burt Jacobson. 
Fireside Room. 

Fri., Feb. 5. No Kabbalat Shabbat Service. 

Sat., Feb. 6, 10:30am Shabbat Morning Service with 
JYCA! Yes, led by JYCA's Executive Director, Cantor 
Shira Batalion, with several JYCA teens. Join us for a 
spirited intergenerational shabbat morning service. 
 Kiddush and oneg to follow. Please bring veggie food 
to share.  

Sat., Feb. 6, 12:00noon, Oneg – Social Gathering. Feel 
free to come for the oneg even if you can’t make it for 
the service. If you can, bring a veggie dish to share. 

Sun., Feb. 7, 9:30am. Joyfully Jewish for 
Kindergarteners & Their Grown-Ups. Back Classroom, 
main floor. 

Mon., Feb. 8, 7pm. Book Discussion Group. We will be 
discuss The Marriage of Opposites, by Alice Hoffman.  
All Kehilla members are welcome. For more 
information please contact Jan Herzog at 
jankaye@juno.com.   Fireside Room. 

Tues., Feb. 9, 1:45pm. Yoga Class with Sandra Razieli. 

Fireside Room. 

Wed., Feb. 10, 8-8:30am. Morning Meditation Sit with 
Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room (enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview). 

Wed., February 10, 9:30 am-11:00 am. Learn to Chant 
from the Torah with Hazzan Shulamit.  (See p.4 for 
details.) 

Thurs., Feb. 11, 4-6pm. Kehilla School.   

Thurs., Feb. 11, 4-6pm.  Drop-in Torah Study and 
Discussion Group. Everyone is welcome and 
appreciated! Besht Lounge. Free. 

Sat., Feb. 13, 10:30am, Shabbat Morning Service, with 
Rabbi David and Julie Nesnansky. If you can, bring and 
lend a small piece of fabric or artifact just to decorate 
today’s Torah Table . Huh? Well, we’ll be looking at the 
idea of “hidur mitzvah” which means to artistically 
embellish the performance of mitzvot. Huh, why? We 
are reading from Parashat Terumah (Exodus 25:1-
27:19) which describes the materials donated to and 
the design for the desert sanctuary. In the Fireside 
Room. Kiddush and oneg to follow. Please bring veggie 
food to share. Interested in leyning? Aliyot are Ex. 
25:19-22, Ex. 25:23-27, Ex. 25:28-30. Contact Rabbi 
David if interested. 

Sat., Feb. 13, 12:15pm, Oneg – Social Gathering. Feel 
free to come for the oneg even if you can’t make it for 
the service. If you can, bring a veggie dish to share. 

Sun., Feb. 14, 2:30-3:45pm. “I Never Knew Hebrew 
Could Be So Much Fun!”  An Introductory Four-Session 
Class. Taught by Bracha Stone. (See p. 4 for details.) 

Sun., Feb. 14, 4-5pm. "More Hebrew More Fun!" A 
Continuation Series Four-Session Class. Taught by 
Bracha Stone. At the home of Bracha Stone. (See p. 4 
for details.) 

Sun., Feb. 14, 6:30pm.  "This Changes Everything," film 
showing about climate change and what we can do 
about it.  Co-sponsored by Kehilla. At Netivot Shalom, 
1316 University Ave., Berkeley. (See p. 4 for details.) 

Mon., Feb. 15. Offices closed. Presidents' Day. 

Tues., Feb. 16, 1:45pm. Yoga Class with Sandra Razieli. 
Fireside Room. 

Wed., Feb. 17, 8-8:30am. Morning Meditation Sit with 
Zoe Mosko. In the Fireside Room (enter through the 
Patio entrance on Fairview). 

Wed., February 17, 9:30 am-11:00 am. Learn to Chant 
from the Torah with Hazzan Shulamit.  (See p. 3 for 
details.) 

Wed., Feb. 17, 7-8:30pm. Economic Justice Committee 
Meeting. Fireside Room. 

Kehilla Community Synagogue 
1300 Grand Avenue (at Fairview)  

Piedmont, CA  94610 
(510) 547-2424 

Please come fragrance-free to all Kehilla events,  
for the health of people with respiratory conditions  

and chemical sensitivities.  
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Thurs., Feb. 18, 4-6pm. Kehilla School.   

Thurs., Feb. 18, 4-6pm.  Drop-in Torah Study and 
Discussion Group. Everyone is welcome and 
appreciated! Besht Lounge. Free. 

Thurs., Feb. 18, 7pm. "A Radical Judaism for Our 
Time."  Taught by Rabbis David Cooper and Burt 
Jacobson. Fireside Room. 

Fri., Feb. 19, 7:30pm Kabbalat Shabbat: with Hazzan 
Shulamit. Join us to light Shabbat candles and for a 
song-filled and soulful evening of ecstatic and 
contemplative prayer. Kiddush to follow. Bring veggie 
finger-food to share. 

Fri., Feb. 19, 9pm, Oneg – Social Gathering. Feel free to 
come for the oneg even if you can’t make it for the 
service. If you can, bring a veggie dish to share. 

Sat., Feb. 20, 10:30am-12:00pm, Family Shabbat with 
Beth Dickinson and Wren Ganin-Pinto. A family, child, 
and teen friendly service filled with upbeat songs and 
prayers geared to younger participants but meaningful 
to people of all ages. Kiddush following services. Please 
bring veggie or dairy finger foods to share.  

Sat., Feb. 20, 12:00noon, Oneg – Social Gathering. Feel 
free to come for the oneg even if you can’t make it for 
the service. If you can, bring a veggie dish to share. 

Sat., Feb. 20, 3-5pm. Shabbat Afternoon Teaching: 
Developing An Authentic and Personal Shabbat 
Practice. Taught by Rabbi Chaya Gusfield. Fireside 
Room. (See p. 5 for details.) 

Sun., Feb. 21, 9:30am. Joyfully Jewish for 
Kindergarteners & Their Grown-Ups. Back Classroom, 
main floor. 

Sun., Feb. 21, 2:30-3:45pm. “I Never Knew Hebrew 
Could Be So Much Fun!”  An Introductory Four-Session 
Class. Taught by Bracha Stone.  

Sun., Feb. 21, 4-5pm. "More Hebrew More Fun!" A  
continuation Four-Session Series. Taught by Bracha 
Stone.  At the home of Bracha Stone. 

Tues., Feb. 23, 1:45pm. Yoga Class with Sandra Razieli. 
Fireside Room. 

Wed., Feb. 24, 9:30 am-11:00 am. Learn to Chant from 
the Torah with Hazzan Shulamit.   

Thurs., Feb. 25, 4-6pm. Kehilla School.  

Thurs., Feb. 25, 4-6pm.  Drop-in Torah Study and 
Discussion Group. Everyone is welcome and 
appreciated! Besht Lounge. Free. 

Fri., Feb. 26, 6:30pm. Tot Shabbat. For children up to 5 
years old (or older if they would enjoy it) and their 
grown-ups. Led by Jen Miriam Kantor, Alon Altman and 
Jen’s puppet friends. Please bring a vegetarian potluck 
dish to share if you can. Fireside Room.  

 Sat., Feb. 27, 10:30am, Shabbat Morning Service, with 
Sharon Grodin and Hazzan Shulamit. Kiddush and oneg 
to follow. Please bring veggie food to share. 

Sat., Feb. 27, 12:15pm, Oneg – Social Gathering. Feel 
free to come for the oneg even if you can’t make it for 
the service. If you can, bring a veggie dish to share. 
 

Kehilla Community Synagogue 
Please use the following number for all staff:  (510) 547-2424 

Community Rabbi, David J. Cooper,        
Rabbidavid@kehillasynagogue.org 

Associate Rabbi & School Director, Rabbi Dev Noily 
RabbiDev@kehillasynagogue.org 

Executive Director,  Michael Saxe-Taller 
Michael@kehillasynagogue.org 

Managing Director, Beth Bittle 
Beth@kehillasynagogue.org 

Hazzan Shulamit Wise Fairman 
Shulamit@kehillasynagogue.org 

Bar/Bat Mitvzah Program Director, Sandra Razeili 
Sandra@kehillasynagogue.org 

Founding Rabbi, Burt Jacobson   (510) 283-5704 
RabBurt@earthlink.net 
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Communications Coordinator,  
Sasha Gottfried 
Sasha@kehillasynagogue.org 

School & Administrative Assistant, 
Natalie Boskin  
Natalie@kehillasynagogue.org 

Bookkeeper, Molly Melamed 

Events Line: 

Fax: (510) 547-2442 

Chevra Kadisha: 
Jane Hoberman: 510-843-6047 

Committee Against Abuse: 
Steven Falk: 510-339-0517 

Spiritual Life Practices Committee Co-
Chairs:  Shoshana Finacom 
Spirituallife@kehillasynagogue.org 
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Kehilla Community Synagogue 

1300 Grand Avenue                                   

Piedmont CA  94610      

                  
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

 

 
 


