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Are you interested in being active in the Faith Trio? 
Although we only have space for two or three more 
people, we would like to know everyone who may be 
interested because there are Trio activities that need 
a variety of degrees of participation. So email to 
RabbiDavid@ KehillaSynagogue.org 
 

       
    

 

                   The Faith Trio: Now Marching for the Earth on Our 10th 
Saturday, November 21, 10am 

             by Rabbi David J. Cooper 

    Jews, Muslims and Christians marching for climate 

sanity under a banner together. You can watch that on 

Shabbat morning, November 21. Hey! Don’t just watch; 

join us! (Gather at 10am at the Lake Merritt 

Amphitheatre at the Faith Trio banner (near 12th 

Street and Lake Merritt Boulevard). 

     It makes sense that we should do so, because 

whatever theological differences we have between us, 

however disparate our spiritual practices, all three faiths 

share a sense of responsibility to God and to the 

generations that follow us to tend and preserve the 

planet. Often earth’s resources have been pillaged in 

the name of religion, but that interpretation of our 

founding texts cannot stand in the face of the human-

made ecological disaster all people face on the surface 

of this tiny vulnerable globe. 

     And this is a fitting way for the Faith Trio to mark its 

ten years of alliance. For a decade, Kehilla, the Islamic 

Cultural Center of Northern California, and the 

Montclair Presbyterian have been in association 

through an activist committee of representatives from 

the three congregations.  

     For years, the Trio has organized various successful 

interfaith events including art exhibits, poetry reading, 

lectures, joint work at the food bank, and most 

especially our annual Harvest Festivals.  

     This year we had a series of scheduling challenges for 

our annual gathering and we ended up setting it for a 

Shabbat morning service and luncheon at Kehilla on 

November 21. But that plan was aborted when we 

learned that a giant climate action was happening that 

morning and afternoon to mobilize people around the 

planet as world leaders converge on Paris to work out 

an agreement on reducing greenhouse gasses and other 

necessary moves in the face of global warming. The 

world’s people need to join together to demand an 

effective and binding agreement that is beyond lip 

service. 

     So the Trio quickly decided to join the local Oakland 

action and to celebrate the autumn harvest this year 

Heschel-style, that is, praying with our feet. So we will 

not meet at Kehilla, but will gather in the vicinity of the 

Lake Merritt Amphitheatre at 10am at a specific 

location we will work out with the event 

organizers. (Keep up with our subsequent 

calendar listings, announcements and 

Social Action Opportunities emails.) There, we will have 

a modified interfaith Saturday morning service to 

prepare spiritually for the action’s assembly, march and 

rally at Frank Ogawa/Oscar Grant Plaza near City Hall. 

(After the rally, we have tentative plans to retire a few 

blocks to the Islamic Cultural Center to talk and eat.) 

     Perhaps it is fitting that this should be our first joint-

political social action. The one political thing about 

which we are indisputably united is the need to 

forcefully demand that there be real change toward 

effective climate healing. 

     The origin of the Faith Trio is the tragedy of 

September 11, 2001. In its wake, a few women from the 

Islamic Cultural Center were looking to break the sense 

of isolation that many Muslims were feeling in the face 

of growing Islamophobia after the attacks. They felt that 

they needed to do outreach and came to the 

Presbyterians in Montclair with whom they began to 

meet. Within a short while, the group was feeling that a 

Jewish element was missing in this Abrahamic gathering 

and so Kehilla was approached and Chela Blitt and 

Bonnie Reiser joined in. This was in 2005. I joined the 

group when I recovered from my cancer surgery in 

2006. 

    In more recent years, as the Trio organized its large 

exhibits of art from a cross-section of artists on different 

themes, Lea Delson, who helped organize the exhibits, 

became active in Kehilla’s representation in the group. 

But at this point, we are looking for one or two new 

Kehilla reps – see the box on this page. And very soon, a 

Trio website will be up with an on-line exhibit of the art 

and notices about Trio activities; we’ll let you know 

when it’s on-line. 

     So as a “trio” we are now in our tenth year and this 

year was supposed to be Kehilla’s turn to host the 

festival meal, but the necessity was the mother of 

inventing this, our first joint climate action. Join the 

action.
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See Schedule of Transition Conversation Meetings  

on next page ���� 

 

A Milestone in Kehilla’s Religious Leadership

     As Kehilla’s Executive Director, Board Co-Chairs, and 

members of the Transition Team, we are writing to share 

some important news about a significant change 

underway for our rabbinical leadership. In mid-October, 

Kehilla circulated an email titled “Transitions in Rabbinic 

Leadership” to the synagogue’s membership. (If you did 

not receive it, please check your spam folder.) If you 

have not yet read the email, we encourage you to click 

on the link below to learn about this transition, read a 

statement from Rabbi David, be re-introduced to Rabbi 

Dev, and learn how you can be engaged in building this 

next chapter in Kehilla’s history:  

http://kehillasynagogue.org/transitions-2015/ 

     Rabbi David has realized his dream of helping to grow 

Kehilla into a strong and vital community, and is ready to 

begin letting go of primary spiritual leadership, while still 

remaining actively engaged. Over the next two years, 

Rabbi David's role will change as he steps into a new 

phase of his life and work with Kehilla. This transition 

process was initiated at Rabbi David's request, and is 

being carefully shepherded by the Kehilla Board of 

Trustees and Executive Director, in collaboration with 

Rabbi David. Rabbi David will continue as Community (or 

‘Senior’) Rabbi through June 2017, after which he will 

continue to be one of our rabbis, and an active member 

of our community, though his hours and responsibilities 

will be reduced. 

     When the Board promoted Rabbi Dev to Associate 

Rabbi two and a half years ago, it was with the intent 

that Rabbi Dev would grow into the senior role as Rabbi 

David became ready to reduce his role. As Rabbi David 

begins this transition, Rabbi Dev will step into new roles 

and rabbinic responsibilities, accordingly.  

     Rabbis David and Burt, the Board, and the entire 

spiritual leadership enthusiastically embrace Rabbi Dev 

as the right person to take up the mantle of Kehilla's 

spiritual leadership. At its August 2015 retreat, the Board 

gave a unanimous vote of affirmation, agreeing to move 

ahead with a gradual increase in Rabbi Dev’s 

responsibilities during the current and subsequent fiscal 

years. Rabbi Dev will assume the senior rabbinical role 

beginning in July 2017.  

     Rabbi Dev will stay on as School Director through the 

remainder of the 2015-2016 school year, and possibly 

longer. In July 2016, Rabbi David and Rabbi Dev will both 

shift their roles to become "co-rabbis." The details of 

that transitional year (2016-17) 

and the time frame for hiring a new School Director are 

still being worked out. After the transition is complete in 

2017, Rabbi Dev will stay involved in Kehilla School and 

in the lives of our children and families, and Rabbi David 

will continue as a congregant and as one of Kehilla’s 

rabbis.   

Catalyzing Community Building  

     We want to use this time as an opportunity for us—as 

a community—to take stock of our riches, be strategic in 

the face of the upcoming change, and use this as a 

chance to strengthen our engagement with each other. 

Our goal is to create an ongoing environment that allows 

our spiritual leadership to best serve the community and 

its many different voices.  

     While we have already begun to receive many 

congregants’ expressions of support, excitement, and 

congratulations, the Board has created a Temporary 

Transition Team to convene community discussions from 

now until early December, during which people can ask 

questions and share thoughts with each other. We will 

host two open community meetings and a special 

meeting for Kehilla School parents and others interested 

in the specifics of this transition in regards to Kehilla 

School. These will help inform this transition and our 

communications with each other.  

         We would like to hear from you. We are happy to 

come to your chavurah, committee or any other 

grouping of congregants to discuss this transition, or we 

can talk to you one-on-one if you prefer. You can email 

us with any questions, concerns, words of appreciation 

or suggestions for celebrations.  

     You can reach Members of the Transition Team at 

TransitionTeam@kehillasynagogue.org and Kehilla's 

Executive Director, Michael Saxe-Taller at 

Michael@kehillasynagogue.org.  For questions or 

concerns about Kehilla School, please contact Michael, 

or Rabbi Dev at RabbiDev@kehillasynagogue.org.  

     We look forward to sharing this ongoing transition, 

   Michael Saxe-Taller, Executive Director and  

   Transition Team Member 

   Barbara Petterson, Co-Chair, Board of Trustees and  

  Transition Team Member 

   Nancy Feinstein,   Co-Chair, Board of Trustees 

   Karen Cohn, Naomi Tucker, Richard Speiglman and  

   Ralph Silber, Transition Team Members 
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Schedule of Transition Conversations 

Transition Conversation with  

Religious School Parents 

Thursday, October 29, 5-6pm 

Sanctuary 

Open Community Transition Conversations 

Monday, November 16, 7-8:30pm 

Sunday, November 22, 4-5:30pm 

Fireside Room 

RSVPs appreciated to Transitionteam@kehillasynagogue.org  

                           

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

                           

 

                         Executively Speaking: 

                            An Auspicious Start 

                            by Michael Saxe-Taller, Executive Director

     It is the beginning of November and it is hard to 

believe that we are only a third of the way through our 

new fiscal year. We have had an incredibly full start and 

I want to recap some of the key events and happenings.  

     Rabbinic Transition – We have begun a significant 

rabbinic transition involving both Rabbi David and Rabbi 

Dev (see previous page). In the summer of 2017, Rabbi 

David will step down from Kehilla’s senior rabbinic role 

and Rabbi Dev will fully take on that role. Between now 

and then, there will be a gradual reduction in Rabbi 

David's responsibilities with a corresponding increase in 

Rabbi Dev's responsibilities.  This transition will 

naturally affect not only our rabbis, but the staff, 

spiritual leaders and the whole congregation. Because 

change always offers opportunities for growth, we will 

be inviting everyone into conversation about these 

changes and welcome your participation ( see schedule 

above). 

     High Holy Days – We had deeply meaningful and 

highly successful High Holy Days. Our services were 

filled with more people than ever, including on Kol 

Nidre evening, more than 1000 people at Scottish Rite 

and 250 adults and children praying, singing and 

dancing at Family Services at Kehilla. 

     Membership –We already have more wonderful 

people join and rejoin Kehilla this fall then we did all of 

last year. We had two lovely Shabbat events to 

acknowledge and welcome our newest members. If you 

know of anyone who might be interested in exploring 

membership, please pass their info on to me. 

     Kehilla’s History Wall – Our beautiful new History 

Wall has been installed in the Social Hall thanks to the 

work of Susan Freundlich, Dvora Gordon, Norma Mark, 

and Bracha Stone. The Wall includes photographs that 

depict Kehilla’s history beginning with its inception in 

1983.  

      Religious School – Kehilla School has gotten off to a 

rousing start. We have 59 students eagerly learning with 

our top notch teaching staff, including new teachers 

Wren Ganin-Pinto and Jesse Rothman. 

     Bar/Bat Mitzvahs – We have already had five, of what 

will eventually be nineteen wonderful Bar and Bat 

Mitzvahs this year.  

     Adult Education – Thanks to the efforts of Sharon 

Grodin and our crack Adult Education Committee, 

classes are well underway with a marvelously 

interesting and diverse array of offerings. Check them 

out and give one a try. 

     Add to this list Oakland Pride, neighborhood 

brunches, Refinery Healing Walks, Chai Shabbat, a 

Simchat Torah celebration, Glitter events, art openings 

and more and we have had quite a beginning to the new 

year.   

     May the next two thirds of the year be as impactful!
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Beyond Shabbat 
by Beth Bittle, Managing Director 

 

   

  Welcome to Beyond Shabbat!   

 The next Chai Kabbalat Shabbat is on Friday, 

November 20
th

.  Come out to enjoy this lively Friday night 

service.  Volunteers will be needed in the early evening to 

help in the kitchen with food prep and with some light set 

up before the potluck that begins at 6:15pm.  We will also 

need volunteers to help with clean up after dinner. Please 

let me know when you are available to volunteer for this 

service. 

The Kehilla Hanukkah Celebration is on December 12
th

!  

We will begin the evening at 6pm in the Sanctuary with a 

performance and puppet show by Octopretzel!  This will 

be a fun, lively show especially for families.  The evening 

will continue with latkes provided by Jack Stuber and a 

potluck meal. After we have our fill of latkes, the talent 

show will begin.  That’s right, we are bringing back the 

Kehilla Talent Show!  Now is the time to start thinking 

about which of your talents to showcase.  We will have a 

limited signup sheet at the beginning of the evening.  

Please sign up early before all the spaces are gone.  

Performances will be limited to 1 song or 4 minutes of 

performance.  Many volunteer opportunities will be 

available including helping in the kitchen, greeting, 

ticketing and clean up.  

For all Avodah opportunities, sign up by contacting me, 

Beth Bittle, at (510) 547-2424, ext. 106 or 

Beth@KehillaSynagogue.org.  

Sign up with Jan Herzog, Kiddush Coordinator, at 

KiddushSponsor@kehillasynagogue.org to sponsor a 

Kiddush.  Kiddush Sponsors are responsible for 

purchasing and delivering Challot, grape juice, desserts 

and drinks, and having it set-up at Kehilla by 7:20PM on 

Fridays (5:50PM for Tot Shabbat) and 10:15AM on 

Saturdays.   

 

 

Upcoming Avodah Opportunities: 

 November 20
th

,  Chai Kabbalat Shabbat 

 Kitchen prep 

 Clean up 

 December 12
th

, Hanukkah Celebration 

 Ticketing/Greeting – 5:30pm 

 Light setup - 6pm 

 Kitchen prep - 6:15pm (1
st

 Round) 

 Kitchen prep - 7pm (2
nd

  Round) 

 Clean up – 8pm 

 Talent show assistants – 8pm 

 End of evening cleanup  

 

Thank you to all of our amazing High Holy Day 

Volunteers!  We filled over 80 shifts with volunteers, 

so amazing. 

Kiddush Sponsorships available 

 Friday, November 20
th

:  Chai Kabbalat Shabbat 

 Saturday, November 28
th

: Shabbat 

 Friday, December 4
th

:  Kabbalat Shabbat 

 Saturday, December 12
th

: Shabbat 

 Friday, December 18
th

:  Kabbalat Shabbat 

 Saturday, December 19
th

: Shabbat 

 Saturday, December 26
th

: Shabbat 

 

Thank you Kiddush Sponsors! 

September 19 – Amy Bat Tziporah in memory of her 

beloved Bubbies, Zaydies, mother and father, and  

Beth Weinberger in memory of her mother, Frieda 

Weinberger. 

October 17 – Monica Haddad & Tim Silk in honor of the 

Bar Mitzvah of their son, Jonah Haddad Silk. 

October 24- Lisa Raffel & Scott Smith in honor of the 

Bar Mitzvah of their son, Josiah Raffel-Smith. 

October 31 – Barbara Cohen & Allen Price in honor of 

the birthday of Barbara’s sister, Sue Kearney.
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Mazel Tov 

To Shelley Sella.  After Tiller, a film that profiles 

Shelley and three other abortion providers, just won 

an Emmy for Best Documentary Film. The film can be 

seen on Netflix, Amazon and iTunes. 

 

Discounts 

On First-Time Membership 

    We are offering a discount on membership dues  for 

first-time members through November 15, 2015. Dues 

are $300 for Adults under 30, and $660 for Adults 30 and 

over, and will include tickets to all High Holy Day services. 

Conversely, any payment made for High Holy Day tickets 

can be applied to the cost of membership. Payment plans 

can be arranged. 

   Visit the website at www.KehillaSynagogue.org and 

click on “JOIN” for more information, or  contact Sasha at 

(510) 547-2424 x100 or Sasha@KehillaSynagogue.org.   

 

Yitzhak Rabin:  

20th Anniversary Symposium 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Sunday, November 8, 1:00-5:00pm 
at the Magnes Collection of Jewish Art and Life 

2121 Allston Way, between Shattuck and Oxford 

near the downtown Berkeley BART station 
 

   Twenty years ago this month, the Israeli Prime 

Minister, Yitzhak Rabin was assassinated at a peace 

rally by a right-wing killer who sought to stop any 

efforts to accommodate Palestinian needs for 

autonomy and statehood. Today, the current Israeli 

government under Benjamin Netanyahu seems 

designed to block any efforts toward these 

accommodations. 

   The symposium, in plenary session and break-out 

workshops, will look at Rabin’s life, legacy and his 

death. 

For more information and to register in advance go to: 

http://catalog.lehrhaus.org/course/2015/fall/X500-MG/ 

 

 

Rabbi Uri Regev 
 

The Struggle for Religious Freedom in Israel 

& 

Uri Regev in Conversation with Rabbi David 

On the Concept Tikkun Olam 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday, November 15, 6:00-7:30pm 
 

 

   Rabbi Uri Regev is the head of the Israeli organization 

Hiddush: For Religious Freedom & Equality. 

He is a leader against the control of religion in Israel by 

the orthodox rabbinate which stifles Jews and non-

Jews alike. 

   In this gathering he will describe some of serious 

obstacles to religious freedom in Israel and some of the 

efforts to counter the monopoly on religious power in 

the hands of the Orthodox rabbinate. 

   He is an erudite speaker with wide-ranging interests, 

so we will also have a conversation between Rabbi Uri 

and Rabbi David about how the concept of tikkun olam 

has evolved since early rabbinic times, and how it came 

to have its current meaning in the last half century. 

   For more information on Hiddush, see 

http://hiddush.org/ 

Fireside Room  
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Northern California Climate 

Mobilization and 

Faith Trio Service 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Saturday, November 21, 10am-2pm 
Starts at the Lake Merritt Amphitheatre  

Lakeside Boulevard and 12th Street, Oakland 

 

   While world leaders meet in Paris about the climate, 

world-wide demonstrations are planned to demonstrate 

popular support for effective and binding agreements to 

stop or slow global warming. 

   Our Faith Trio alliance with the Islamic Cultural Center 

and Montclair Presbyterian Church will convene a prayer 

service before this local part of a global action 

commences.  

  Gather at 10:00 at Lake Merritt Amphitheatre at the 

Faith Trio banner (near 12th Street and Lake Merritt 

Boulevard). Service from 10-10:45 and then we’ll join the 

march to the plaza at City Hall where there is a 1pm rally 

planned. Bring a bag lunch for yourself. We have 

tentative plans to walk over to the Islamic Cultural Center 

after rally to talk together and eat (1433 Madison at 14th).   

 

 

New Artist’s Show & Reception:  

The Work of Barbara Petterson 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Sunday, November 8, 2-5pm 

   The art gallery committee is honored to present the work 

of Barbara Petterson. Read her own words below about her 

inspiration and technique. The show runs from Friday, 

November 8th through December. 

   Please join us to welcome Barbara at an artist reception, 

Sunday, November 8, 2-5pm in the Fireside Room. 

In the artist’s own words… 

   I am so pleased to be able to share my art with the Kehilla 

community, in the Fireside Gallery from November 8th 

through December. 

   This retrospective includes tempera and acrylic paintings, 

soft pastel drawings, monoprints and mixed media. My 

artwork is inspired by many things – the play of light and 

shadow in the garden, a loved one’s face, a tuft of dog’s 

hair, the colors on the palette, and internal images. Some 

pieces are done from a place of pain, others from 

contemplation, and others from joy and exploration in the 

moment.  

   I invite you to interact with them and hope you enjoy the 

process. 

   Barbara Petterson,   November 2015 

 

Our Deepest Condolences 

To Irene McPhail on the passing of her husband, David 

McPhail, on September 21, father of Mark, Julie, Judy 

and Ruth, and grandfather of many grandchildren. 

May his memory be for a blessing. 

To Jan Herzog on the passing of her mother, 

Lois Gordon, on September 27. 

May her memory be for a blessing. 

Kehilla Caregivers' Group 

New Location/New Time! 

Next Meeting: Sunday, November 22, 4:30-6pm 
     In response to requests for a more centralized meeting 

location, our Kehilla Caregivers' Group is now meeting in 

Berkeley at Cafe Leila. It's located on San Pablo Avenue, 

just south of Virginia. Upcoming meetings will be from 

4:30-6:00 p.m. on Sunday, November 22nd and on Sunday, 

December 20th. 

     Note: The cafe closes at 6:00 on Sundays.  

     The group is open to all Kehilla members. For further 

information, please contact Amy Shutkin at 

ashutkin@gmail.com 
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Kehilla Remembers David McPhail 

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

 

 

Rabbi Burt: 

I have been studying the Gospels for many decades 

now. Like my own spiritual teacher, the Ba’al Shem 

Tov, Rabbi Jesus placed the values of love and 

compassion at the center of his life and ministry. Over 

a year ago I decided I wanted to teach a class at Kehilla 

about Jesus. I had several goals in mind, but most 

important for me was the need to reclaim Jesus as a 

Jewish teacher, emphasizing the moral and spiritual 

wisdom of his teachings. I also wanted class members 

to understand the differences between Judaism and 

Christianity, and how those differences came about 

historically. 

I knew I couldn’t do this alone. I just didn’t know 

enough and I felt it would be wonderful for Kehilla folk 

to study with a Christian teacher and thinker. Without 

hesitation, I knew whom to ask: David McPhail. David 

and Irene had been taking classes with me for several 

years and I had very much enjoyed their classroom 

participation. David was eminently qualified. He had 

been ordained as a pastor at one of the most 

prestigious Protestant seminaries in the U.S. And he 

had a deep appreciation for prophetic Judaism, which 

he practiced diligently as a progressive social justice 

advocate. 

David was gratified to be teaching the class with me 

and the experience was wonderful. We found 

ourselves in close agreement on most of the subject 

matter. David urged me not only to look at Jesus’ 

background in Jewish sources, but also to discover 

what was new and unique about Jesus’ teachings. 

What a great time we had together, and I know our 

students profited a great deal from our collaboration. 

David thanked me on numerous occasions for having 

invited him to co-teach with me. I was so sorry to see 

him diagnosed with cancer just after we completed the 

class. I will miss him greatly.

 

Alex Madonik: 

(Member of the East Bay 

 Interfaith Immigrant Council 

 and Kehilla’s Economic Justice Committee) 

I take photos to help me remember.  David McPhail is 

in many of them, because he was THERE.  Now that 

he’s gone, I wonder whether I really knew him, but the 

stories shared by his family and friends who did know 

him well have simply confirmed my every impression of 

him. 

David was there at Kehilla (with his wife, Irene) for the 

“report-back” from the first J-Street conference in 

2009.  And he was there (representing his 

congregation, St. John’s Presbyterian Church) at so 

many monthly meetings of the East Bay Interfaith 

Immigration Coalition.  He didn’t say a lot, but if 

something needed to be done, he did it.  He and Irene 

were there at most of our monthly Saturday vigils of 

solidarity with immigrants held at the West County 

Detention Facility in Richmond. David would open the 

vigil with his statement, “Why We Vigil,” sharing the 

call of faith in action: 

We do this to give moral and spiritual support to 

the families whose loved ones are being held 

here.  We know their trauma can be deep and 

their lives filled with fear. We seek to give  

[continued on next page] 

 

David McPhail, August 4, 1936 - September 21, 2015 

(Pictured with his wife, Irene McPhail) 
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Kehilla Remembers David McPhail 
(continued) 

practical advice and counsel on 

legal, medical and food and 

housing issues and to be a 

friendly face. And we also do 

this to provide opportunity for 

people directly impacted by S-

COMM* to share their truth – to 

give their testimony that they 

know they are not alone. SO 

TODAY…. 

We pray together for a just and 

fair immigration policy that the 

promise on the Statue of Liberty 

is not a sentiment only for 

patriotic days, but one we 

endorse through our actions 

every day. We also know that 

all our faith traditions call upon 

us to welcome strangers and 

aliens for they too are our 

sisters and brothers for once our 

ancestors were strangers and 

aliens in this land.   

For David (and Irene) these were words to live by, as 

they volunteered early and often to assist immigrants 

who were released from detention and needed 

transportation to the airport or bus station to continue 

their journey.  Or, as he sat down in the street to 

protest mass deportations by ICE (Immigration and 

Customs Enforcement), and to block their deportation 

bus with his body.  Strength and 

calm seemed to radiate from him 

at these moments, reassuring all 

around him. He was equally 

comfortable playing the role of an 

ICE agent at the interfaith Posada 

that dramatized the plight of 

refugees from Central America as 

he was raising his tambourine for 

a moment of glorious noise at our 

vigils in Richmond. 

These are the moments that I 

witnessed (and photographed), 

but the last time I saw David was 

exactly one month ago, on the 

morning of Rosh Hashanah, when 

I dropped off a meal for Irene at 

their home.  David was no longer 

able to eat because of esophageal 

cancer, but he was eager to say 

hello and hold my hand, perhaps 

to reassure me, and (as he told 

others), to say “Thank you.”  I 

rushed off to services, foolishly thinking I would visit 

again soon.  I wish I could have stayed to say, “Thank 

you.” 

**Secure Communities (a federal immigration 

enforcement program)

 

Rabbi David: 

David McPhail was for me one of the two highest-

ranking people I knew personally who modeled what it 

meant to be a spiritual-political activist. The other was 

Father Bill O'Donnell, who was David's comrade-in- 

 

(non-violent) arms in the struggle against the School of 

the Americas. Their memories and their example will 

be a guide to all who endeavor to fulfill the mandate of 

the prophets to speak truth to power and to act on our 

outrage at injustice. David McPhail: Presente!

 

David’s Additional Work:  (From Irene McPhail) 

David and Irene were involved with the School of the 

Americas Watch, and traveled four times to Fort 

Benning, Georgia, to protest at the gates of the School 

(a training school for counterinsurgents to fight popular 

revolutions in Latin America).  

David gathered a group of volunteers, including several 

from Kehilla, to provide a monthly dinner for about 60 

people, half of them children at the Family Shelter of 

the Greater Richmond Interfaith Center. 
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Kehilla Book Discussion Group 
by Jan Herzog

     All Kehilla members are invited to join us for our 

customary meetings on the second Monday of the 

month at 7pm.   Below are summaries of the books 

we will read in November and December taken from 

Amazon.        

Monday November 9: The Color of Water by James 

McBride. 

     Who is Ruth McBride Jordan? A self-declared "light-

skinned" woman evasive about her ethnicity, yet 

steadfast in her love for her twelve black children. 

James McBride, journalist, musician, and son, explores 

his mother's past, as well as his own upbringing and 

heritage, in a poignant and powerful debut, The Color 

Of Water: A Black Man's Tribute to His White Mother.  

In The Color of Water, McBride retraces his mother's 

footsteps and, through her searing and spirited voice, 

recreates her remarkable story. The daughter of a 

failed itinerant Orthodox rabbi, she was born Rachel 

Shilsky (actually Ruchel Dwara Zylska) in Poland on 

April 1, 1921. Fleeing pogroms, her family emigrated to 

America and ultimately settled in Suffolk, Virginia, a 

small town where anti-Semitism and racial tensions ran 

high. With candor and immediacy, Ruth describes her 

parents' loveless marriage; her fragile, handicapped 

mother; her cruel, sexually-abusive father; and the rest 

of the family and life she abandoned. 

Monday, December 14:  Boston Girl by Anita Diamant 

     Anita Diamant’s Boston Girl follows the life of one 

woman, Addie Baum, through a period of dramatic 

change. Addie is the spirited daughter of an immigrant 

Jewish family, born in 1900 to parents who were 

unprepared for America and its effect on their three 

daughters. Growing up in the North End of Boston, 

then a teeming multicultural neighborhood, Addie’s 

intelligence and curiosity take her to a world her 

parents can’t imagine—a world of short skirts, movies, 

celebrity culture, and new opportunities for women. 

Addie wants to finish high school and dreams of going 

to college. She wants a career and to find true love. 

From the one-room tenement apartment she shared 

with her parents and two sisters, to the library group 

for girls she joins at a neighborhood settlement house, 

to her first, disastrous love affair, to finding the love of 

her life, eighty-five-year-old Addie recounts her 

adventures with humor and compassion for the naïve 

girl she once was. 

    Also at the December meeting we will select the 

titles we want to read for next year.  If you've been 

thinking of joining the group and want to suggest a 

title,  this is the meeting to come to.  The process we 

have used to choose books starts with everyone being 

able to nominate any book(s) they would like to read.  

It can be fiction or nonfiction.  It should have some sort 

of connection to Judaism.  We have read a number of 

books relating to the holocaust over the years and 

there are several members who feel that they don't 

want to read any more on the topic.  Many members 

also prefer to select books that are available from the 

library systems so they don't have to purchase them.  

Feel free to suggest any titles you want and include a 

one-paragraph synopsis if you can.  Please send 

suggestions to jsklar3826@yahoo.com.  

 

Save the Date! 

Kehilla Hanukkah Celebration 

Saturday, December 12 

A Fun-filled Evening for All Ages! 
 

Doors open at 5:30pm 

6pm: Octopretzel for kids 

7pm: Vegetarian potluck dinner, latkes provided 

8pm: Talent Show (sign up for the talent show begins at 6pm.) 

Performances should be no longer than 4 minutes and family friendly) 

We hope to see you there! 
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New Adult Education Classes Fall 2015 

 
To Register for Classes: You can register and pay online at www.KehillaSynagogue.org (click on the 

"LEARN" link and then click on Adult Education), or send check payable to Kehilla to Kehilla, 

 1300 Grand Ave., Piedmont, CA 94610.  

Hebrew for Meaning 

Taught by Bracha Stone 

Begins Sunday, November 1, 

10:30am 

Participants in this small, 

comfortable gathering will choose 

a Hebrew prayer, song or text to 

investigate in depth, toward a 

personal connection with the 

Hebrew words.  Participants 

interested in this class also should have taken “I Never 

Knew Hebrew Could Be So Much Fun,” or otherwise 

should be able to “decode” the Hebrew alphabet.  Two 

meetings are scheduled; more will be arranged if there 

is enough interest.   

Dates:  Sundays, November 1, 8 

Time:  10:30-11:45 am Location:  Private home 

Cost:  2 sessions, $18 for members of Kehilla, $24 

general public 

Mitzvah Exploration Group 

Taught by Bracha Stone 

Begins Sunday, November 15, 10:30am  

For purposes of this group, a mitzvah is an act that we 

undertake because of some yearning in ourselves for a 

connection with (pick one or many:) spirit; integrity; 

the universe; what is right; the Jewish People/ 

Tradition/Path/The One/God**.  However you  

define this motivation is a personal matter; it’s not the 

purpose of the group to identify or challenge beliefs, 

but rather to explore how our own actions can reflect 

and strengthen our awareness and sense of 

connection.  Either during class or shortly after, you will 

choose a specific behavior that you do not typically do, 

a practice that you feel may be meaningful and helpful. 

During the next month, with the support of a partner 

and the group, you will explore this practice and reflect 

on your experience. 

**This group acknowledges the traditional meaning of 

mitzvah as an act that one does because it is 

commanded by God, and because to do it strengthens 

one’s relationship with God and fulfills God’s intent. A 

group participant is free to identify with this meaning 

or to develop a different sense of motivation and 

purpose. 

Dates: Sundays, November 15, December 13, January 

10, February 7   

Time:  10:30 am-12:30 pm  

Location: Private home 

Cost: $72 Kehilla members, $96 general public 

 

 

 

Crowns on the Letters: 

How the Tanna’im (early rabbis) 

Transformed Torah to Create 

Judaism 
Taught by Rabbi Dev Noily 

Begins Monday, November 30, 7pm. 

We locate our Jewish roots in Torah, and in the 

relationships that begin with G-d and Abraham.  But 

our practices and Jewish identity are built on the 

foundation of rabbinic Judaism, which emerged after 

the destruction of the Second Temple, 1500-2000 years 

later.  How did the Rabbis root themselves in the Divine 

covenants of Abraham and Sinai, and simultaneously 

re-vision the processes that mediate human 

relationships with G-d, other people and the land?  In 

this mini-course, we’ll do close readings of the 

foundational rabbinic texts that illuminate the 

ingenious, creative rabbinic project that continues to 

be the source of our ongoing connection to G-d, Torah 

and community.  

Dates: Mondays, November 30, December 7 

Time: 7:00-9:00 pm Location: Fireside Room 

Cost: $36 Kehilla members, $48 general public. Not 

appropriate for drop-in after the first session. 
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New Adult Education Classes 
[continued] 

 

Saturday Afternoon Series 

This year, we are experimenting with a monthly series 

of teachings designed to introduce congregants to a 

wide variety of topics and teachers.  No homework is 

involved, no knowledge or background is required, and 

the material is suitable for adults and motivated teens.   

Saturday Afternoon Teaching: Relating to Others 

Through Mitzvot.  With Rabbi Dev Noily. 

 Rabbi Dev will discuss traditional and Renewal 

approaches to ethical, mindful ways of interacting with 

each other. Participants will engage in interactive text 

study. 

Date:  November 21 

Time: 3:00-5:00 pm Location: Fireside Room 

Cost: $18 for members of Kehilla, $24 general public 

Minimum 10 registrants by November 11 or class will 

be cancelled 

 

Saturday Afternoon Teaching: The Jewish Year, 

Chanukah!  With Rabbi Diane Elliot. 

 Rabbi Diane will consider traditional and Renewal 

concepts and practices of the spiritual year, with a 

particular look at Chanukah. Participants will engage in 

interactive text study. 

Date:  December 19 

Time: 3:00-5:00 pm Location: Fireside Room 

Cost: $18 for members of Kehilla, $24 general public 

Minimum 10 registrants by December 9 or class will be 

cancelled 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jewish Tastes from “Cooking 

Round the World” 

Taught by Victoria Bloedau 

For several years Kehilla member Mindy 

Meyers has offered her “Cooking Round 

the World” 

(www.cookingroundtheworld)  summer 

camp for kids at Kehilla.  Now she has arranged to 

show us how to make (and eat!) some wonderful twists 

on some old Jewish favorites from near and far. The 

classes will be taught by Cooking Round the World’s 

assistant director, Victoria Bloedau. A California native, 

Victoria has avidly explored the cultivation and 

preparation of artful, nourishing food since childhood, 

and has immersed herself in the worlds of Agroecology, 

promoting sustainable food, and celebrating the 

cuisines of myriad cultures. 

Monday, December 7: Challah and Matzah Ball Soup 

Learn how to make vegetarian matzah ball soup and 

challah bread for your next Shabbat dinner. Oy, they’re 

so delish and easy, you might want to to make them all 

the time. 

Monday, January 4: Sephardic and Mizrahi Jewish 

Favorites 

Come join us as we venture into the world of Sephardic 

and Mizrahi cooking! We’ll be making Lebanese baba 

ganoush, Moroccan couscous, and Turkish baklava. 

Delicious! 

Monday, February 1: Chocolate Jewish Treats 

Learn how to make traditional Jewish treats with a 

chocolate twist: chocolate babka, chocolate banana 

blintzes, and a Jewish dream-dessert: 

chocolate/caramel covered matzah. 

Monday, March 7: Hipper Hamantaschen 

It's time to go hamentashen-alternative. With one 

dough and many fillings—savory and sweet—the 

possibilities are endless: caramelized onion and goat 

cheese savory pizza hamantaschen, coffee cake 

hamantaschen, lemon bar hamantaschen, and 

chocolate ganache and salted caramel hamantaschen! 

Time: 7:00-9:00 pm  Location: Kehilla Kitchen 

Cost:  $40/class, for Kehilla members; $50/class for 

general public.  Minimum 6 students/maximum 12 for 

each class in the series.  Check out other cooking 

classes around town--this is a bargain, and a wonderful 

gift to Kehilla!    

 

 



 
12 

Thank You for Your Generosity

GENERAL FUND 

Monica Berson in honor of her daughters, Suraya and 

Shalina Omar 

Laura Boxer & Hedy Straus in honor of Don Stone's 

adoption of Judaism and Barbara Cohen & Allen 

Price's 30th wedding anniversary 

Barbara Fairman 

Revital Katznelson from proceeds of her art show at 

Kehilla 

Aurora Levins Morales in honor of her father, Richard 

Levins 

Bracha & Don Stone in loving memory of Jan Herzog’s 

mother, Lois Gordon 

Bracha & Don Stone in loving memory of David 

McPhail 

Bracha & Don Stone with deep gratitude for our 

amazing Bima Team who led deeply moving High Holy 

Day services. 

TERUMAH FUND 

Irene McPhail 

 

NEW KITCHEN STOVE FUND IN MEMORY OF 

JAIME TUCKER 

Rhonda Barovsky & Michael Freund 

Sandy Bredt & Em Herzstein 

Dena Giles Hulse 

Susan Kramer 

Jennifer Tucker  in honor and appreciation of and 

gratitude for Rabbi David, Rabbi Dev, Hazzan Shulamit, 

Rabbi Diane, Debbie Fier, Julie Nesnansky, and Beth 

Dickinson for their spiritual support.  In honor and 

appreciation of and gratitude for Laurel Zien and David 

Levine, Bracha and Don Stone, Shoshana, Dave and 

Becca Finacom, for offering their homes for the shiva 

gatherings for Jaime Tucker. 

RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND 

Nancy Feinstein 

JoAnn Lovejoy in memory of David McPhail 

Jon & Ruthie Levin 

YOUTH EDUCATION FUND 

Julia Lynch in honor of Naomi Levy

 

Kehilla Community Synagogue 

Please use the following number for all staff:  (510) 547-2424 

 

Community Rabbi, David J. Cooper,        

Rabbidavid@kehillasynagogue.org 

Associate Rabbi & School Director, Rabbi Dev Noily 

RabbiDev@kehillasynagogue.org 

Executive Director,  Michael Saxe-Taller 

Michael@kehillasynagogue.org 

Managing Director, Beth Bittle 

Beth@kehillasynagogue.org 

Hazzan Shulamit Wise Fairman 

Shulamit@kehillasynagogue.org 

Bar/Bat Mitvzah Program Director, Sandra Razeili 

Sandra@kehillasynagogue.org 

Founding Rabbi, Burt Jacobson (510) 283-5704 

RabBurt@earthlink.net 

Communications Coordinator, Sasha Gottfried 

Sasha@kehillasynagogue.org 

Ext. 

103 

104 

101 

106 

 

105 

 

 

100 

 

 

School Assistant & Administrative 

Assistant, Natalie Boskin  

Natalie@kehillasynagogue.org 

Bookkeeper, Molly Melamed 

Events Line: 

Fax: (510) 547-2442 

Chevra Kadisha: 

Jane Hoberman: 510-843-6047 

Committee Against Abuse: 

Steven Falk: 510-339-0517 

Spiritual Life Practices Committee Co-

Chairs: Don Stone & Shoshana 

Finacom 

Spirituallife@kehillasynagogue.org 

 

Ext. 

107 

 

102 

216 
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High Holy Day Tzedakah Donations

Judy Gumbo Albert in memory of 

David Doskin and Stew Albert 

Barbara Benzwi 

Reena Bernards in honor of Avi 

Rose and Marilyn Golden, two 

long-time friends and Kehilla 

members 

Harriet Charney in memory of 

Larry Sirott 

Seth Chazin 

Lisa Cohen in memory of her 

mother, Joyce Levine Cohen 

Jacobson, her pup ,Sir Lance, and 

her bestie, Kay Virago 

Ronald Cohen 

Karen Cohn and Terri Gruenwald 

Anna Couey and Michael Robin in 

honor of and for Black Lives 

Matter, and in memory of Vyvian 

Robin 

Neal Davis and Esther Ehrlich 

Claire Eustace and Amit Shoham 

in memory of Joan Van Divort 

Samuela Evans in memory of 

Sylvia and Channing Evans 

Lisa Feldstein in honor of Sharon 

Grodin’s presence on the Bimah, 

and in appreciation of Debbie 

Fier 

Michael Freund and Rhonda 

Barovsky 

Karen Friedman in honor of Sylvia 

Friedman 

Elissa Gershon and Michael 

Butler in memory of Bonnie 

Gershon and Deb Hubsmith 

Sharon Ginsberg in memory of 

Benjamin Cohen 

Sue Goldberg in memory of her 

father Manny Goldberg 

Suzi Goldmacher and Amy Halio 

in memory of Arlene Shmaeff 

Susan Goldstein in memory of 

Sylvia & Max Winer 

Dvora Gordon 

Sasha Gottfried and Marc 

Winokur in honor of Rabbi Burt, 

with gratitude for his support 

during Marc's recent illness 

Laurie Grossman and David 

Wright in memory of Sol 

Grossman 

Eugenia Guidi in memory of 

Maurice Brown 

Suzanne Haas-Lyon and Nadia 

Stanis in memory of Eileen Haas 

Jim Haber in memory of Jay Marx 

Helen Hampton 

Susan Haney in memory of Albert 

Harold Haney 

Jane Hoberman in memory of 

Solomon Hoberman, William 

Kelly, and Sarah Haberfeld de 

Haaff 

Sandy Hochman in honor of her 

daughter, Stephanie Hochman 

Stephanie Hochman in memory 

of Bradley Cason 

Kitty Kameon 

Alice Kaswan in memory of 

Jaques Kaswan 

Bobbe Klezmer and Ken Woolfe 

Leah Korican and Brian Barlay in 

memory of Peter Korican and 

Andrew Barlay 

Hannah Kranzburg in memory of 

Emily Pletman Pearlman, Flora 

Friedland Bryant, and Jean 

Hardisty 

Bonnie and Peter Lawrence in 

memory of Ethel Fishman 

Catherine Lyons in memory of 

Micheline Lyons and Gene Lyons 

Simone Masson in memory of 

her grandmothers Diana Masson 

and Hanka Alter 

Melissa Rapp in memory of Jeff 

Rosen 

Barbara Rhine 

Penny Rosenwasser in memory 

of Dutch and Artie Rosenwasser 

Nikki Sachs in memory of Olivia 

and Oscar Sachs 

Carla Schick in memory of Stanley 

Schick and Lisa Waldman 

David Shaddock 

Norma Smith in memory of David 

McPhail 

Naomi Stein in honor of Hal Stein 

and Michi Zack 

Hedy Straus and Laura Boxer in 

memory of Jaime Tucker 

Dolores Taller in memory of 

Stephen Lee Taller 

Melani Van Petten in memory of 

Joel Brody 

Lenore Weiss in honor of Mischa 

Weiss and Ilya Galitzen 

Beth Weinberger in honor of 

Kehilla’s Spiritual Leadership 

Team
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November 2015 

Sun., Nov. 1, 9:30am. Joyfully Jewish for 

Kindergarteners & Their Grown-Ups. Back Classroom, 

main floor. 

Sun., Nov. 1, 10:30am. "Hebrew for Meaning" class 

with Bracha Stone. In private home. (See p. 10) for 

details.) 

Mon., Nov. 2, 7pm.  "Guard My Lips: the Torah of the 

Holy Power of Speech" class. Taught by Rabbi Dev. 

Fireside Room. 

Tues., Nov. 3, 1:45pm. Yoga Class with Sandra Razieli. 

Fireside Room. 

Tues., Nov. 3, 7:30pm. Middle East Peace Committee 

Meeting. Fireside Room. 

Wed., Nov. 4, 8-8:30am. Morning Meditation Sit with 

Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room (enter through the 

Patio entrance on Fairview). 

Wed., Nov. 4, 6:30pm. Spiritual Life Practices Meeting. 

Fireside Room. 

Thurs., Nov. 5, 4-6pm. Kehilla School.   

Thurs., Nov. 5, 4-6pm.  Drop-in Torah Study and 

Discussion Group. Everyone is welcome and 

appreciated! Besht Lounge. Free. 

Fri. , Nov. 6, 7:30pm, Kabbalat Shabbat: with Hazzan 

Shulamit, and Debbie Fier. Join us to light Shabbat 

candles and for a song-filled and soulful evening of 

ecstatic and contemplative prayer. Kiddush sponsored 

by Simone Masson and Jaime Levy. Social Hall.  

Fri. , Nov. 6, 9pm. Oneg – Social Gathering. Our 

services are followed by a Kiddush Oneg, sponsored by 

Simone Masson and Jaime Levy. Feel free to come for 

the oneg even if you can’t make it for the service.  

Sat., Nov. 7, 10am, Shabbat Service and Elanna 

Rodman-Mueller becoming Bat Mitzvah, with Rabbi 

David, Hazzan Shulamit, Beth Dickinson, and Debbie 

Fier as we celebrate Elanna’s simcha. Kiddush provided 

by Elanna’s parents, Amy Mueller and Allison Rodman. 

Sun., Nov. 8, 10:30am. "Hebrew for Meaning" class 

with Bracha Stone. In private home.  

Sun., Nov. 8, 1-5pm. Symposium on the Legacy of 

Yitzhak Rabin on the 20th anniversary of his 

assassination. Kehilla is a co-sponsor with all the other 

synagogues of the East Bay. There will be a plenary 

session looking at his life, assassination and legacy and 

then smaller workshops on aspects of these. (Rabbi 

David will be available for those who would like to go 

out and eat and talk afterwards.) At the Magnes 

Collection of Jewish Art and Life at 2121 Allston Way, 

between Shattuck and Oxford, near the downtown 

Berkeley BART station.  

Sun., Nov. 8, 2-5pm. New Artist’s Show & Reception: 

The Work of Barbara Petterson. Fireside Art Gallery. 

(See p. 6 for details.) 

Mon., Nov. 9, 7pm. Book Discussion Group. We will 

discuss The Color of Water by James McBride. (See 

article, p. 9.) 

Tues., Nov. 10, 1:45pm. Yoga Class with Sandra Razieli. 

Fireside Room. 

Wed., Nov. 11, 8-8:30am. Morning Meditation Sit with 

Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room (Enter through the 

Patio entrance on Fairview). 

Thurs., Nov. 12, 4-6pm. Kehilla School.  

Thurs., Nov. 12, 4-6pm.  Drop-in Torah Study and 

Discussion Group. Everyone is welcome and 

appreciated! Besht Lounge. Free. 

Fri., Nov. 13, 7pm. Glitter Kehilla Shabbat. Join Glitter 

Kehilla for a special Shabbat observance focused on the 

remembrance of the victims of transphobia. Services at 

7pm: vegetarian potluck dinner at 8ish. Please note 

that this is a scent-free event. This event is geared 

toward young adults, but folks of all ages, genders, and 

orientations are welcome. Social Hall.   

Sat., Nov. 14, 10am, Shabbat Service and Alex & 

Andrew Bernius becoming Bar Mitzvah, with Sandra 

Razieli, Julie Nesnansky, Elizheva Hurvich, and Debbie 

Fier as we celebrate Alex & Andrew’s simcha. Kiddush 

provided by Alex & Andrew’s parents, Julie Bussgang & 

Rich Bernius. 

Sun., Nov. 15, 10:30am. Mitzvah Exploration Group. 

With Bracha Stone. In private home. (See p. 10 for 

details.) 

Sun., Nov. 15, 6-7:30pm, The Struggle for Religious 

Freedom in Israel and A Conversation on the Tikkun 

Olam as Concept in Judaism with Rabbi Uri Regev who 

is a leader against the control of religion in Israel by the 

orthodox rabbinate stifling Jews and non-Jews alike. 

Kehilla Community Synagogue 

1300 Grand Avenue (at Fairview)  

Piedmont, CA  94610 

(510) 547-2424 

Please come fragrance-free to all Kehilla events,  

for the health of people with respiratory conditions and chemical 

sensitivities.  

www.KehillaSynagogue.org 
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After his report and Q&A, he and Rabbi David will 

discuss a subject dear to their hearts and which they 

have shared before: the surprising evolution of the idea 

of “tikkun olam.” In the Fireside Room  

Tues., Nov.17, 1:45pm. Yoga Class with Sandra Razieli. 

Fireside Room. 

Wed., Nov. 18, 8-8:30am. Morning Meditation Sit with 

Rabbi Dev. In the Fireside Room (Enter through the 

Patio entrance on Fairview). 

Wed., Nov. 18, 7pm. Economic Justice Committee 

Meeting. Fireside Room. 

Thurs., Nov. 19, 4-6pm. Kehilla School.  

Thurs., Nov. 19, 4-6pm.  Drop-in Torah Study and 

Discussion Group. Everyone is welcome and 

appreciated! Besht Lounge. Free. 

Fri. Nov. 20,  Kabbalat Chai Shabbat & Celebration of 

New Jews & Commemorating International 

Transgender Day of Remembrance 

   6:00pm Gather & Blessings, 6:30 Veggy Potluck, 7:30 

Kabbalat Shabbat Service Friday Night  

Come enjoy a song-filled and soulful evening of ecstatic 

and contemplative prayer and a chance to celebrate 

the Kehilla folk who have recently become officially 

Jewish: Jenna Stover-Kemp, Marjorie Cox, Jacque 

Gothard and Don Stone. 

But first, join us for Shabbat dinner (some supper food 

provided but bring a dish if you can). 

Services led by Rabbi Dev, Hazzan Shulamit, and Julie 

Nesnansky 

  6:00pm Arrive in the Social Hall 

  6:15pm Welcome, Shabbat Table Blessings & Dinner 

  7:30pm Kabbalat Shabbat/Ma’ariv Services in the 

Sanctuary 

  9:15pm Oneg follows. 

Sat., Nov. 21, 10am-2pm Faith Trio Service at the 

Northern California Climate Mobilization. Our Faith 

Trio alliance with the Islamic Cultural Center and 

Montclair Presbyterian Church will convene a prayer 

service before this local part of a global action 

commences. The action itself is to demonstrate 

popular support for effective and binding agreements 

to stop or slow global warming. Gather at 10:00 at 

Lake Merritt Amphitheatre at the Faith Trio banner 

(near 12th Street and Lake Merritt Boulevard). Service 

from 10-10:45 and then we’ll join the march to the 

plaza at City Hall where there is a 1pm rally planned. 

Bring a bag lunch for yourself. We have tentative plans 

to walk over to the Islamic Cultural Center after rally to 

talk together and eat (1433 Madison at 14th). ( See 

announcement on p. 1.) 

Sat., Nov. 21, 3-5pm. Saturday Afternoon Teaching: 

Relating to Others Through Mitzvot.  With Rabbi Dev 

Noily. Fireside Room. (See p.11 for details.) 

Sun., Nov. 22, 4:30-6pm. Caregivers Support Group. At 

Cafe Leila. It's located on San Pablo Avenue, just south 

of Virginia. (See announcement, p. 6.) 

Tues., Nov. 24, 1:45pm. Yoga Class with Sandra Razieli. 

Fireside Room. 

Tues., Nov. 24, , 6:45pm. (Dinner at 6:15) Board of 

Trustees Meeting. All are welcome. Emma Goldman 

Room. 

Wed., Nov. 25, 8-8:30am Morning Meditation Sit with 

Rabbi Dev.  Fireside Room. (Enter through the Patio 

entrance on Fairview.) 

Thurs., Nov. 26. No Kehilla School. Thanksgiving break. 

Thurs. & Fri., Nov. 26 & 27. Kehilla offices closed. 

Thanksgiving. 

Fri., Nov. 27, 6:30pm, Tot Shabbat For children up to 5 

years old (or older if they would enjoy it) and their 

grown-ups. Rabbi David will substitute for Jenn Miriam 

and her puppets. Please bring a vegetarian potluck dish 

to share if you can. Fireside Room. 

Sat., Nov. 28, 10:30am, Shabbat Morning Service with 

Rabbi David and Julie Nesnansky. In Parashat Va-

Yishlach is the famous story of Jacob wrestling with the 

angel (Genesis 32:23-31). After a musical morning 

service we will chant the story and “wrestle” with it as 

metaphor, as a psycho-spiritual story, as 

transformation point in the biblical mythos. In the 

Fireside Room. Kiddush follows the service so bring a 

veggy/dairy finger food to share. 

Sat., Nov. 28, 12:15pm, Oneg – Social Gathering. Our 

services are followed by a Kiddush-Oneg. Feel free to 

come for the oneg even if you can’t make it for the 

service. Please bring veggie finger-food to share. 

Mon., Nov. 30, 7pm. "Crowns on the Letters: How the 

Tanna’im (early rabbis) Transformed Torah to Create 

Judaism," class. Taught by Rabbi Dev Noily. Fireside 

Room. (See p. 10 for details.)

 

 

 
.

Kehilla Community Synagogue 

1300 Grand Avenue                                   



 
16 

Piedmont CA  94610      

                  

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

 

 

 


