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T

he year 5775 was a milestone for Kehilla—one filled with
growth, learning, and action. Our highlights include:
Celebrating Our 30th – We had an extraordinary celebration of
our 30th anniversary, which both reminded of us of who we are
and raised important funds. (See details inside.)
Creating a New Executive Leadership Team – We welcomed our
new Executive Director, Michael Saxe-Taller, (see interview inside)
and elevated Beth Bittle to the role of Managing Director. Our
new executive team is working in partnership to build a solid
institutional foundation for moving Kehilla into the future.
Building Financial Stability – We took many important steps
towards long-term financial stability. Kehilla’s Board of Trustees
approved, after many years of budget shortfalls, a balanced
budget. We then succeeded in ending the fiscal year with a budget surplus. And our administrative staff instituted new financial
systems and increased financial oversight so that all future financial transactions will be handled more smoothly.
Taking Action to Repair the World – Kehilla participated in major electoral efforts (all successful!) on the minimum wage and
mass incarceration. We were also actively involved in important social actions in support of the environment, Black Lives Matter
(including one on the first night of Chanukah in SF), food bank volunteering, and extensive work with Oakland Community
Organizations on such issues as housing and community peace.
Giving Generously – This year, 255 families were donors to Kehilla, contributing $211,643. The bulk of these contributions
directly supported operating costs, maintaining and sustaining our building (Terumah), and scholarships for Bar/Bat Mitzvah
and school-age children.
Engaging our Minds – Challenging our minds in a variety of ways, we heard from the first-and-only transgender professor at
an Orthodox university, Joy Ladin, as well as a report from Israeli-American peace-activist in Israel, Moriel Rothman-Zecher.
In addition, we hosted one-person performances by two Kehilla members, Ariel Luckey (Amnesia) and Lisa Rothman (Date
Night at Pet Emergency). We also joined the local Islamic Cultural Center and Montclair Presbyterian Church in an inspiring
interfaith art exhibition: “We Are the Bridge” and hosted a Jewish-Muslim text study program.
Celebrating our Home – We celebrated 10 years in our home at 1300 Grand Avenue by completing the installation of our solar
panels, and we acknowledged the artists and volunteers responsible for the stunning completion of our beautiful sanctuary,
including our Nir Tamid (everlasting light).
Honoring the Cycles of Life – We came together as a community to share important life passages, including baby namings,
weddings, funerals, conversions, and eleven Bar/Bat Mitzvah services.
Hazak, Hazak, v’Nit’hazek – May we go from strength to strength and have a new year filled with even more joy, meaning
and accomplishment than the year that has past.
L’Shana Tova,
Joel Kreisberg, Susan Freundlich, (Co-Chairs)
SAM Luckey, Tara Cohen, Julia Epstein, and Amy Mueller
Your Generosity Committee
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Many will remember the gathering of our congregation to acknowledge 30 years of
spirituality and activism. With gratitude we offer brief teachings from the evening.
Rabbi David

Reverend Roland Stringfellow

Kehilla was pulled together by a group
of volunteers motivated by Rabbi Burt
Jacobson’s call to create a nexus of
community dedicated to progressive social
action, motivated and fed by the Jewish
prophetic tradition. For any of us who were
there at the inception of Kehilla, what has
emerged has far exceeded our expectations.
Our social action is robust and powerful,
engaging us in many vocal national and
international issues.
One of the purposes of ritual is to
affirm the values that we uphold as a
community. One might think that a single
affirmation of this would suffice. But each
day, each week, and each year, our ritual
calendar calls us to restate those values
through our prayers, not to reassure God,
but to remind ourselves.

A term that we coined to describe social justice work within the Coalition of Welcoming
Congregations was sacred activism. Sacred activism describes the prophetic public
witness that we have as progressive spiritual communities and how we interface with the
social and political concerns of the people that we serve. Our tagline on our website says
that the Coalition of Welcoming Congregations (CWC) is bringing spirituality out of the
closet. And this is reflective of the unique role of congregations that are joyfully including
LGBTQ individuals in every aspect of the life of the congregation.
As many people are taking to the streets today to declare that all Black Lives Matter,
it should be the welcoming congregations who are taking a leadership role in these
efforts. If we’re committed to the best practices of welcoming within our walls, then that
welcome is only genuine if people are able to experience it outside the walls. If we call
ourselves a justice-minded congregation, then our spirituality serves as the carrier for
every life that experiences injustice, whether that life is here at home or whether it's
abroad. Bringing your spirituality out of the closet means standing against oppressive
practices wherever they exist and being committed to the practice of peace and
encouraging communities to find common ground.

Joanna Macy

angel Kyodo williams

Rabbi Dev

I am so thrilled looking at what Kehilla is
devoted to – a progressive vision and a
strong sense of justice that so deeply
reverberates in me. In the Buddhist
tradition, the central teaching of the Lord
Buddha is our mutual belonging, our
inter-existence, our non-separateness
with all life, and that mind extends through
all life.
The bodhisattva has an intention that
has brought you together in Kehilla. It is an
intention, a motivation to work for the
welfare of all beings. In this time of great
bodhicitta, it is the greatest comfort and
tool in this time of immense uncertainty.
We have no way of knowing how it’s going
to turn out, whether it will be near-term
extinction or the Great Turning to a
life-sustaining society, we don't know.
And we can’t let our action depend on our
knowing, because we can’t know. We can't
even pretend to know. So therefore, we have
to rely on that motivation, that bodhicitta.
It’s our best friend. It’s the one thing we can
count on, that you care, and you’re doing it
just as you are doing it here in Kehilla.

I feel especially grateful for being here
because I actually feel a sense of energy
for Kehilla. As a Buddhist practitioner,
the landscape of the Buddhist community in response to Black Lives Matter
has been stunningly silent. And I guess
what we practice is what we do. Silence
is very much associated with Buddhist
community, and largely that’s what I’ve
been hearing. Coming here tonight feels
like a sense of feeding my own spirit to
be able to be with people … in a place
that actually feels more home than where
I have made my special home. I want to
really thank you for being this kind of
home at this time.
So I’m going to be subversive
myself. Rabbi David opened by saying
“it’s not for us to complete.” And I want
to encourage us to consider, maybe just
this once, to take this on and let this be
something that we decide we’re going
to complete. For those of you that don’t
know, the phrase “Black Lives Matter”
was started by a Black queer woman,
along with two other sisters. She’s
extraordinarily articulate. I want to name
Alicia Garza and invite you all to learn
about her.

I feel so blessed to have found my way
here and to be part of this community,
and it’s amazing for me to step into the
rabbinic circle that’s been created by
Rabbi Burt and Rabbi David. You all know
what treasures these two men are.
For tonight's celebration and as a
platform to launch us into the next
30 years, we widen our conversation to
invite in the wisdom and teachings of our
siblings’ spiritual traditions. We are living
in such a unique and beautiful and
terrifying moment in a time where we
have access to the teachings and to the
teachers of diverse traditions like never
before. It is also a time of planetary
fragility when we need all hands on deck.
We need to listen to and learn from each
other to link up our communities so we
can sharpen our focus and keep good
company on the path forward.

And there is more!
To read the full transcript of this
amazing evening, see our website
<www.kehillasynagogue.org>

Meet our New Executive Director
Michael Saxe-Taller
SF: What inspired you to come to
Kehilla?
MST: I’ve always loved being in
community, and have gravitated to
jobs working to build communities.
What first drew me to Kehilla was
the idea of working in such an
inspiring and unique community.
I have always known many people involved with Kehilla (my
parents joined in the late 1980s) and have known that Kehilla
is a community that boldly lives its Jewish values of spiritual
connection and social justice, which appealed to me.
I was looking for a job where I could be actively engaged in
community-building, and as soon as I understood that Kehilla
wanted an executive director who would be a central partner
in building its community, I applied.
The job is a better fit than I could ever have imagined.
Kehilla’s leadership wants an executive director who has big
ideas and ambitious goals. With the clergy, staff, board and
other congregational leaders, I am encouraged to bring my
full mind and all of my skills to this work. It’s a delight to have
that much trust and encouragement—it makes me eager to
come to the office every day.

developing Jewish communities that reach all kinds of Jews,
and focus on building alliances between people and working
for every people’s liberation. I guess this is why Kehilla is such
a perfect fit for me. I now tell everyone that if Kehilla had
existed when I was growing up, I would have been a child of
Kehilla, and would have had my bar mitzvah at Kehilla.
I imagine that I wouldn’t have had to fight so hard to make a
life with both deep Jewish connection and a commitment
to justice.

SF: Now that you’re nearly a year into your role, what do
you see, and what are your hopes for this community?
MST: The foundation of this congregation is stronger than I
“had imagined. It is challenging in these times for all
synagogues and progressive organizations to build sustainable
and financially stable institutions. I am really impressed and
pleased with how much wisdom, passion and commitment
have gone into building the foundation of this community. I’ve
already been able to make a number of changes, but I have
been able to do that because of the work that came before me.
So many people love—and are deeply committed to—Kehilla.
The number of people who put their time and energy into the
life of this place is extraordinary. I have never been part of a
synagogue that has this level of involvement.

SF: What of your history are you bringing to this job?
MST: I think of three main things: a passion for building
communities, a commitment to human liberation, and a love
of everything Jewish.
I bring these despite the fact that growing up, I never really
had a Jewish community nor much passion for most things
Jewish. My Jewish life was family-based and my communal
experience (religious school, services, bar mitzvah) had felt
shallow and disconnected from community. I did have an
understanding of the importance of acting justly—though only
later realized that my parents’ commitment to changing the
world was how they expressed their Jewish values.
My love for community and community building blossomed
once I got to Oberlin College, though not initially in a Jewish
context. I was fortunate enough to find mentors (who were not
themselves Jewish) who understood how important it was for
me to reclaim my roots and have community that had Jewish
life at its center.
I made a decision in my mid-twenties to build Jewish
communities and I have been doing it ever since. So whether
through Hillels, JCCs, or synagogues, I have prioritized

Kehilla is a treasure, and I don’t think enough people know
about us. I think that there are hundreds of Jews of all kinds—
singles, couples, families with children—who would love to be
connected to Kehilla if they really knew us. I think it is time
for us to “come out” fully, and I will be working with folks to
make sure that we do that.
I envision a year of steady growth in many areas. In the coming
year, I look forward to putting attention toward our building,
working to make it a more sacred, welcoming, and effective
place. We will be encouraging more of our members to take
leadership in the areas of Kehilla that they most care about.
As I said at this year’s community meeting, I am excited for
us to build a stronger, more unified community in which
we communicate, coordinate, and collaborate much more
thoroughly and effectively. The more the different parts of
Kehilla are connected, the stronger we will be. And the
stronger we are, the better we will be at bringing more new
people into our midst.

Excerpts from Generosity Co-Chair Susan Freundlich’s Interview
with Michael Saxe-Taller

Contributors
Gifts received from July 1, 2014 to June 30, 2015
Many members and non-members have made significant contributions beyond their annual dues
pledge. These include contributions to the Annual Fund, Rabbi’s Discretionary Funds, Sage Fund,
the Terumah Building Fund, Education Scholarships for Youth, as well as unrestricted contributions.
The Kehilla Community gratefully acknowledges gifts from these individuals.

Abigail Grafton
Alex Madonik & Eve Sweetser
Alice Kostin
Amy & Michael Sholinbeck
Amy Bat Tzipora
Amy Shutkin & Robert Olken
Amy Weiss
Andrea Aidells & Ernie Nadel
Andrew Lazarus &
Naomi Janowitz
Anita Goldstein
Ann Honigman &
Steven Bretow
Anna Couey & Michael Robin
Anna Martin & Loel Solomon
Anne Schonfield
Aril Krantz & Margot Kushel
Aurora Levin Morales
Avi Rose & Ron Stochlic
Barbara & Demi Rhine
Barbara & Marty Kaplan
Barbara Cohen & Allen Price

Barbara Epstein
Barbara Haber
Barry Shapiro
Bernice North
Bessie Citrin
Beth Dickinson & Dixie Briggs
Beth Weinberger
Bill & Lynn Lazarus
Bonnie & Peter Lawrence
Carla Schick
Carol A. Gross
Carol Newborg & Tom Weimer
Carol Rothman & Scott Ullman
Carol Singer
Carole Pertofsky
Carolyn Schour
Catherine Lyons
Cathy Jane Steirn &
Chris Kinavey
Celia Nussenbaum
Chaya Gusfield &
Judith Dambowic

Ruthie and Jon Levin
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Preparing to be married,
we wanted to incorporate
Jewish ritual, yet wanted
to feel comfortable and
not judged about being
a non-traditional couple.
That’s when we
discovered Kehilla
thirteen years ago. Since
that time, we have shared
many simchas with our
Kehilla family in what has
become our spiritual
home. We love how Kehilla contributes through
social activism, which closely aligns with our
values, both spiritually and politically. This certainly
makes it easy for us to contribute to Kehilla.

Malka and
Jenna Stover-Kemp
Over the past four years
Kehilla has opened wide their
arms and hearts, allowing us
to join a spiritual home where
we can use our gifts to give,
and where we can be held and
supported in our lives. We
give to Kehilla because we
value the life and longevity of
this synagogue. When we had
our wedding at Kehilla, the
community radically welcomed
our friends and family,
providing a profound sense of containment for such
a rich life cycle ritual. As we sink deeper into Kehilla,
we want to give back so that what we experience
here can be alive and thriving for the sake of our
children and our children's children.

Chela Blitt
Chinabear Joseph &
Kim Venezia
Claire Eustace
Claudia Reet
Daniel F. Weisberg
Dara Efron & Karen Sukenic
Dara Schur & Miye Goishi
David Bassein
David Drum &
Stephanie Hochman
David Lee & Barbara Petterson
David Levin
Debbie Fier
Deborah Kaufman &
Alan Snitow

Deborah Krow & David Boniske
Deborah Marks
Denise Abrams
Denni Liebowitz
Diana Feiger
Diane & Joshua Wirtschafter
Diane Elliot
Dolores Taller
Donald & Betty Stone
Dr. Hadas Rin
Dvora Gordon
Edie Reba Murphy
Eileen Shery Hammer
Elaine Brown & Richard Shapiro
Elaine Leitner & Steve Zieff
Eleanor Rush & James Puskar

Contributors
Elizabeth Kowal
Elizabeth Salsbury &
Jonathan Frank
Ellen & Howard Rosenberg
Ellen Becker &
Howard Hamburger
Ellen Bernstein &
Richard Speiglman
Ellie Schindelman &
Kitsy Schoen
Elliott Medrich &
Sharon Page Medrich
Eric Lance Laver
Eva Pettersson &
Rochelle Towers
Eveline Shen &
Jennifer Wachter
Evelyn Nussenbaum &
Hans Vogelstein
Evie Ladin
Florence Lewis
Frances Kreimer
Gail Rubman
George Brooks & Emily Klion
Geri Degen & Richard Nosek
Grace & Joseph Schoeniger
Grace Laurencin
Gwen Weil
Hali Hammer &
Margaret Hutchinson
Harriet Charney
Heather Fox
Helayne Waldman
Helen Hampton
Helene Frommer &
Stephen Lipton
Ilana Schatz & David Lingren
Irene & David McPhail
Isabel Berkelhammer
Jaime Levy & Simone Masson
Jane Bonacich
Jane Greenfield
Jane Grossman
Jane Hoberman & Robert Kelly
Janet Hannah Kranzberg
Janet Heller & Cathy Heller
Janis Plotkin
Jank Herzog
Jean Koch
Jeanne Finberg
Jeffrey Mandel
Jennae Wallach
Jessica Fudim
Jewish Fed. of the Gr. East Bay
Joan Lee

Batya and Scott Gelfand
Six years ago Rose began the Kehilla
Bar/Bat Mitzvah program, and it was
then that our family fell in love with
both the leadership and spirit of the
congregation. The program was deeply
personal, and everyone involved was
extremely thoughtful and spirit driven.
Rose and Talia blossomed while being
challenged and held in loving,
open-minded relationships. We could
not be happier with the program.
Kehilla opens not only its doors to
everyone, but also its heart. Kehilla is
the first synagogue where Scott has
felt true “spirit” in the room.
What a difference, and what a blessing!
We are deeply grateful.

JoAnn Lovejoy
Joanne Ruby
Joel & Laine Barbanell
Schipper Fund
Joel Dolowich & Joi Jencuyah
John Chavez &
Sue Perlman-Chavez
John Ifcher & Elizabeth Orlin
Joseph Malloy & Alice Wilkins
Judith Montell
Judy Albert
Judy Vida & Peter Gray
Jule Nesnansky
Julia Caplan & Quin Hussey
Julia Epstein & Betsy Sandel
Julie & Jack Kotovsky
Julie Bussgang & Rich Bernius
Julie Emden & Michael Tertes
Julie Litwin & Shelley Sella
Julie Patrusky
Justin Sweder &
Heather Barber Sweder
Kaia Burkett
Karen Cohn & Teri Gruenwald
Karen Cutler & Andrew Gold

Karen Rachels
Karl & Martha Knobler
Laird Harrison &
Rachele Kanigel
Larry Benedetto
Larry Vaughan
Laura Boxer & Hedy Straus
Laura Fairman
Laura Finkler & Larry Walter
Laura Fitch & Jaime Jenett
Laura Nelson & Daniel Alpert
Laura Rifkin
Laurel Zien & David Levine
Laurie Nemzer
Leah Korican & Brian Barlay
Leslie Baker
Lewis Douglas &
Diana Greenleaf
Lili Shidlovski
Linda Artel
Lisa & Deirdre Bernard-Pearl
Lisa Brooks & Brian Schachter
Lisa Feldstein
Lisa Friedman
Lisa Raffel & Robert Smith

Lisa Rothman & Kevin Brower
Lori Freedman & Ori Tzvieli
Louise Waldner & Steven Finley
Lynn Bravewomon &
Annie Kennedy
Lynne Wander &
Pamela Waxman
Madeleine Adkins
Madeleine Bratt
Marcia Brooks
Marcia Peterzell
Marcie Rubel & Michael Rufo
Marilyn Golden
Marjorie Cox
Melissa Rapp
Merle Lustig & Ronald Glass
Michael & Elissa Gersh Butler
Michael Brodie
Michael-David Sasson
Mindy Benson
Miriam Abrams
Miriam Zamora Kantor
Monica Berson
Morgan C Hung
Nancy Feinstein & Glenn Shor

Naomi Baran
Naomi Karlin
Naomi Teplow
Naomi Tucker & Valerie Curtis
Natalie Bonnewit &
Matthew Myers
Natalie Roden
Nelson Myhand
Nelson & Mika Max
Nicky Silver
Nikki Sachs
Noam Birnbaum
Norma Smith
Paul Kivel & Micki Luckey
Peter Miller
Presido Bank
Rabbi Dev Noily
Rachel & Aaron Sklar
Rachel Kotok
Rachel Krow-Boniske
Rachel Richman & Jim Chanin
Ralph Silber
Rayna & John Gellman
Renee Enteen & Gail Grassi
Reni Aniela
Rhonda Barovsky &
Michael Freund
Richard Maisel
Richard Miles & Michelle Roland
Rita & Joseph Sklar
Rita Huybrechts & Glen Price
Rita Karuna Cahn
Robert Stoner
Roberta Stern
Ron Cohen
Ron Goldberg & Wendy Silk
Russell & Jill Cohn
Ruth & Jay Koch
Ruth & Jonathan Levin
Ruth Atkin & Shifra Tobacman
Ruth Minka & Kathy Smith
Ryan Baum
SAM Luckey
Samuela Evans
Sandra Razieli
Sandy Bredt & Emily Herztein
Sandy Koshkin & Barabar Levin
Sara Grunstein & Rob Waters
Sarah Livia Brightwood Trust
Saul M. Schumsky
Sharon Grodin & Howard Rome
Sharon Landes

Sharon Wiener &
Andrew Sproul
Sherry Novick & Bob Roden
Shirley Haberfeld &
Bob Allegrotti
Shoshana & David Finacom
Shulamit Fairman
Simma Lieberman
Skeist Family Charitable Trust
Sonja Ebel
Sophia Joshua
Steven Falk &
Danielle Rosenman
Sue & Laurie Kramer
Sue Goldberg
Susan Freundlich
Susan Goldstein
Susan Kegeles &
Jeffrey Lazarus
Susan Sandler
Susan Schacht Trust
Susan Schulman &
Fay Rohrbach
Talia Cooper
Tara Cohen
Theodore & Felice Parker
Therese Masson
Toby Furash & David Shaddock
Tree Gelb Stuber & Jack Stuber
Valerie Ventre-Hutton
Victor Fuchs
Victoria Alcoset
Wendy Buffett & Joel Kreisberg
William & Barbara Fairman
William & Frances Carroll
Yeshi Neumann

Thank you!
If you have any questions
about your listing, or you have
not been acknowledged please
contact executive director,
Michael Saxe-Taller at
(510) 547-2424, Ext 101.

Legacy Donors

In partnership with the Jewish Community Foundation
of the East Bay, The Legacy Society at Kehilla was
established in 2009. Legacy donations don’t ask for
members to contribute anything now, rather, this is a
gift that comes from your assets once you have
passed. Current legacy gifts to Kehilla value over
$1,000,000!

The Legacy Society of Kehilla includes:
Noam Birnbaum
Laura Boxer
Lynn Bravewomon
Sandy Bredt
Wendy Buffett
Kaia Burkett
Barbara Cohen and Allen Price
Ron Cohen
Shoshana Finacom
Susan Freundlich
Dvora Gordon
Joel Kreisberg
Simone Masson
Irene and David McPhail
Rabbi Dev Noily
Richard Miles and Michele Roland
Julie Patrusky
Kristina Peterson
Cathy Steirn
Ilana Schatz
Ralph Silber
Hedy Straus
Beth Weinberger
And one anonymous donor

Please consider becoming part of the Legacy Society.

Statement of Financials
July 1, 2014 to June 30, 2015

Support and Revenue

Expenses

Total Support and Revenue: $958,752

Total Expenses: $910,403
14% Building
Expenses
$128,664

22% Contributions
$211,643

66% Personnel
$602,097

50% Dues
$483,577

1% Miscellaneous
Income
$8,452

11% Operational
Expenses
$98,589

9% Rental Income
$82,090

10% Program Income
$92,506
8% Educational Tuition
$80,481

9% Program
Expenses
$81,052

The Kehilla Development Program includes four main areas that need support:
• Annual Fund
• Terumah – The Building Fund
• Educational Scholarships for Youth
• Unrestricted Contributions
http://kehillasynagogue.org/donate/

Kehilla Community Synagogue was started in 1984 by people who wanted a synagogue that
would be a spiritual home for politically progressive people who did not feel connected with
traditional synagogues.
The core of this vision, and central to Judaism, is a spiritual mandate to heal and repair the world
by increasing social justice, eschewing war and all forms of violence and aggression, caring for
the planet, and exhibiting loving kindness to all.

1300 Grand Ave
Piedmont, CA 94610
www.kehillasynagogue.org

Kehilla Community Synagogue is comprised of people of all colors, genders, and sexual
orientations, with a wide range of religious and spiritual persuasions. We are committed to being
a safe and welcoming place for everyone in our community. We invite you to come and experience
Kehilla Community for yourself.

