
 
 

Rabbi Dev Noily 
 
To:  Oakland City Council 
Re: New rules regarding Encampment Management Policy – To be considered on 10/20/2020 
Date: 10/19/2020 
 
Dear Council Members, 
Kehilla Community Synagogue, an East Bay congregation, has a substantial percentage of 
members who are residents of Oakland. Our synagogue is dedicated to social justice in keeping 
with Jewish values that direct us to “Love your neighbor as yourself.” We are extremely 
concerned that the new Encampment Management Policy is not in keeping with these 
important values, and therefore we urge the Council not to adopt it at this time.  
Our main concerns include: 
 

a. We do not believe the process included input from unhoused members of our 
community adequately enough to formulate a policy that will be successful for 
unhoused residents and also address the City’s concerns.  

b. We do not believe the city has a strong enough plan how and where to relocate 
individuals whose encampments might need to be shut down.  No current 
encampments should be altered until alternatives have been identified and offered as a 
choice to the current encampment residents. Current encampment residents must be 
given support and an appropriate transition period to move. No property should be 
confiscated. 

c. The city has not made enough effort to ensure safe sanitation at the existing 
encampments. This is a concern that could be easily addressed in order to improve 
public health and resident safety. 

d. We know that many on the Council are dedicated to eliminating some of the barriers 
faced by African Americans created by systemic racism. We believe that caring for 
Black Lives means addressing more of the problems faced by the unsheltered before 
outlawing their current inadequate homes. Because 70% of the homeless individuals in 
Oakland are African American, we believe that this is a crucial economic and social 
justice issue; it is not enough to say, “We are building some units of low income 
housing.” A much more comprehensive plan addressing the economic, mental health 
and social justice needs of these citizens needs to accompany a policy such as this. 

We believe that to act ethically, the City must reasonably exhaust its available resources 
before taking any action that would unfairly and cruelly affect its unsheltered residents. 
We are a community of rich and poor. Housed residents cannot use their concern for their 
own safety to criminalize and further endanger our most vulnerable. 
We are quite certain that by engaging the clergy within the City of Oakland as well as 
homeless advocates and those living on the streets, a more fair and equitable policy can 



  
 

1300 Grand Avenue, Piedmont, CA 96410 
www.KehillaSynagogue.org 

(510) 547-2424 

be developed which would address both the City’s public health concerns as well as the 
dignity of unhoused residents of Oakland. 
 
Thank you for your consideration, 

 
Rabbi Dev Noily, Senior Rabbi 

 
Michael Saxe-Taller, Executive Director 

 
Karen Rachels, Economic Justice Committee Chair 


